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Tbo  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Otliciul  liec'ords  of  the 
Union  and  C^onfoderate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7.  1884,  was 
orpiniz*»d  under  the  HU])erintendenfy  of  Profeiwor  J,  R.  Soley,  U.  S. 
Xttvy,  at  tlial  time  libmrian  of  tli«  Navy  Department,  afterwards 
Assistant  Set^retary  of  th<?  Navy. 

In  Aug-ust,  1890,  the-  work  of  «)llecting  these  records  and  their  clas- 
Kificutii)n  was  ably  continno<l  by  hin  Hucccjwor,  Lientenant-Commauder 
F.  M.  Witio.  r.  S.  Navy,  who.  having  received  orden*  tx>  sea,  was 
n^lievetl  by  Lieutenant-Couauander  Richard  Ru«h,  U.  8.  Navy,  in 
May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  wft.s  Hnally  authi)nzed  by  act  of  Con- 
gros**  approved  July  31,  1^^1^4,  and  ))cguii  by  Mr.  lluHh.  The  lirst 
tive  volumes  were  publii*hvd  under  his  adi»init*inition,  and  the  impor- 
tant duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of  these  volumes 
watf  ac(X>mi)ll!«hed. 

Tu  March,  1897,  'Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succ(*edcd 
by  ProfRHsor  Kdwiird  K.  Ruw.-*on,  V.  S.  Navy,  as  .Huperint<?ndent. 
Profe.ssor  Raweou  was  deUiched  and  ordered  to  the  U,  S.  Naval  Acad- 
emy September  20,  1902,  and  was  succe*?dod  by  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Stewart. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  tlie  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  \iy  the  I)e[)urtment.  This  plan  includes  i>nly 
the  uso  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  Ik  conternpoi-aneous 
naval  I'ecords  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reix»rts,ordei'8,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Oonfcderiitc.  relating  to  all  naval  oiK*rations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  the  relx'llion,  together  with  the  openitious  of  ves-sels  ai'ting 
singly,  cither  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
These  reix>rts  are  accompanied  hy  occasional  maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotilla.^,  chronologically;  and.  as  far  a.s  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
BDT  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confexleratc  reports. 
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II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond- 
ence relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the.  Confederate  Navy,  includ- 
ing privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisonei-s. 

This  series  is  also  ai-ranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  onler  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
repoits  of  the  Union  commanders  ai-e  full  and  ta\v\y  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regi*etted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.     Fi*equent  (,*areful 


fhes  throughout  various  pHrts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 

^rial  Hj^fnt  of  the  Oopartuiont,  have  brought  to  light  many  dupli- 

cstcM  of  thew  [xiiwrs,  found  anuuig  the  pi»rs<inul  Ulcs  of  piirticipautis. 

f  It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will  ronrc  the  interest  of  particiimnts 

m  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  l>ring  to  the  notice  of  the 

IDepnrtujent  the  when»iibout**  of  any  pap«*rH  l>oftrin*;  tipoii  naval  opera- 
lioHH  in  tile  civil  war  uf  whii-h  they  may  have  knowledge. 
The  tifteenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  15),  which  has 
reeentlj'  been  published  hy  the  Depiirtnient,  givea  the  operation**  of  the 
Soutli  Atlantic  BkK-kading  Squadron  from  October  1,  1868,  to  Sep- 

itoml«;r  30,  Ism.  The  i>rt'HtMil  volume  (Series  I.  vol.  18)  gives  the 
opcratiou«9  of  the  South  Atlantic  IMockading  Scjuadron  from  Octol»er  1, 
1864,  to  Augant  S,  1865;  and  the  operationfi  of  the  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron  from  June  7  to  Detremher  15,  1861. 
Tlie  rep*)rts  and  corres|>on<hMicp  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heiuling  for  every  piiper.     In  tlie  reconl  of  events  in  whii^h 

I  both  sideR  took  pail,  the  Confederate  i*eports  (where  they  could  be 
obt&in(Hl)  iumiediatA*ly  follow  the  Tnion  rejwrts,  while  the  miscellaoe- 
ou«  Cx>nfedcnite  corresptnidence  is  placed  at  the  end  o{  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  contoxt  of  the-se  Con- 
fedenite!  papers.  It  is  l>elieved  that  the  chronological  arrangomenl  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  completo  index  to  each 
volume,  will  afford  ample  mi>an.H  of  refei-ence  to  iL«  contents  without 
other  HulidiviHion  or  cla.^itication.  In  rej>ort,s  of  special  or  single 
event"*,  in  which  the  j»ij»?rs  bear  .specific  relation  to  tho.sc  events,  tbo 
chi'onologicjil  order  has  been  Koinewbat  modified,  and  such  documents 
bave  lx»en  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Chaklkh  W.  Stkwart, 

Navy  Dkpaktmknt, 

\yiiHhh*rjUriu  IJ.  O.J  Maij^  J003. 


Note. — 'ITie  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  «et.s  <'ompriHing  the  publii-ation  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  ISiU): 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou- 
Mind  one  hundred  and  twelve  ropii'M  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousantl  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Se<-retary  of  the  Navy  anion^'  othcoi*s  of  the 
Nnvy  and  contributors  to  tlic  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
lAJd  publication  for  the  Senate  and  lionse  of  Representatives  shall  bo 
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sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  he  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis- 
tribution herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Representative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 
publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators.  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  tnereupon  may  desig- 
nate other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Meaolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatwea  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assemoled^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undis- 
tributed copies  of  the  OflScial  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries, 
organizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  the  ]oint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided 
in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 
1896,  which  increased  the  edition  from  10,0(K)  to  11,000  copies: 

•  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup- 
plying officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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SERIES  1. 


fL  Opeiationa  of  the  OmiserB,  1861-1865. 
Tnlon  rrutoetn. 

VTiM  India  (Flylnc)  Sqiudmn.  nnrJer  Acting  R<»rA<linlrftl  wniict.'n.  8.  N.,  ISOS-USS. 

Wot  Indln  I  Flyint)  Squadron,  uuder  AcUug  Rvar-Ailinlral  Lunlnur.  V.  S.  N.,  U6»-1«M. 
(ViofMU>ra.tt^  4;rruiM;n  mnd  {)riv«te«n. 

\%  Operations  in  the  GtUf  of  Mexico,  Janiian- 1*  June  7,  1861. 

EiuTcndt!r  nf  the  PrnntniU  Natv  Yarrl. 

tv.«>i>crmll*m  ol  the  Navy  In  the  relief  ol  Fort  IMckenn. 

eretione  on  the  Atlantic  Coaj^t,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 
'  'OooprraUon  of  the  Snvy  in  tlip  atti-mptx  to  rcllevu  Knit  Rotnter. 
AtMlHloDEBetii  and  (IwimcTlfin  nf  tin-  N(wrfnll!  Navy  Yard. 
Homv  Sqtiadron,  nndvr  Plag-OfHcer  Pendciyrast,  r.  S.  N. 

4.  Operatiooa  on  the  Potomac  fuiH  TUpiAhannork  Rivera,  1861-1H65. 

Piitrtniar  FiatJIU,  nniler  Coiainandcr  Ward.  V.  S.  N.,  )MI. 
r<'l>/mac  Flolilln,  under  CapUln  Cniven.  I^  fi.  S.,  1«1. 
f  i-otomme  Plotfllu,  under  UttiU'nntu  Wvmjiii,  V.  &.  N..  IMl-IMB. 

•  Flolillu,  under  Cnmnn-lon-  IfurwtMKl.  V.  ft.  N..  IWU-ISOS. 

•  nodlla.  under  Comioander  rnrker.  V.  B.  K..  IMS-lsaS. 

AUantJc  Blockading  Squadrons,  lBftI-1865. 

Atlantic  BIockadlnjE  Sqtiadron,  under  Plng-OfDcer  Strinirham,  tj.  8>.  N..  Mftf  13  to  B«pl.  33,  IMl. 

Wert  India  ftjuadnin.  under  FlaK-onWr  ivortfrvnutt.  U.  fi.  N.,  IHBI. 

Nnvol  DefenK-Aof  Vlrglnlii  and  North  CarolLna,  undt<r  FlKU-0(ni*er  Barron,  C:  H.  K. 
AtUnOr  BlDrkn>1inv:  Stinadron.  under  n«g-0(Bwr  Unid-.)ioniii(fli.  V.  H.  S-.  1>M. 
Koni\  Atlantic  UIuck^lnK  Miuadrun.  under  Rear-Adtmral  UnM-tHiruajtli.  I'.  6.  N..  IKl-lML 

NsTa)  Deicnaea  of  Vlrplnia  nn-l  North  CnwllnH.  nnder  ntyr-Offleer  Lynch,  C.  8.  y. 

Jamca  Kiver  Kquadron,  under  Flu^-t  tdW-er  Bueluinan,  (;.  8.  N, 

Jaaua  River  Bqiuidmn.  under  Flo?  OIHtrpr  Tatlnall,  C.  8.  X. 

JUDCsRlTcr  Flotilla,  undfrr^iuinuHlna-  Wllkt-K.  I'.  &.  K..  1862. 
Korth  Atlantic  BliM-kadlut;  tMiuadron,  under  Artiuff  Itear-Adniini]  Lee.  l,*.  R.  N.,  lAi^lWH. 

Jamni  Ulv-er  Afinadmn.  under  Flag-Offliem  Fnrro't  and  Mitchell.  C.  8.  N. 

•  Navrti  relen*-.-!  Inland  Watt-re  of  Nnrth  Cnr<iUna.  uuiU-r  ^Vimniunder  Ifntuiey.  C.  «.  N. 

•Naral  Iirfonwa  r«pe  Foar  Klvtr.  North  flarollna,  untU-r  Klfi»{-ofllp(»r  Lynch.  (T.  S.  N. 
Sitrib  AUiirillr  Blockading  ftjuuilnm.  under  Rwir-Adnilml  I'iirtir.  V.  S.  >'..  Ift64-1M6. 

JaniM  River  Squadron,  under  Flafl-omL-er^  Mltubell  and  M^miucs,  (J.  S.  N. 

•KsTal  lK>f«n8M  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  undt-r  Flo^-ofiic'er  Pinkney.  C.  3.  S. 
KiMlh  Allantiu  Blm^kading  S<iuadn>n.  under  Arllnt;  Rear-Admiml  Uadfnrd.  I'.  S.  N.,  IMAA. 
Houtb  Atlantic  HlockadlnfrBquulnm,  undi^r  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pi>nt,  IT.  H.  N..  1W-1M3. 

•Naval  PefvnH>4  of  South  Carolina  and  Gwir^lft.  undi-r  Flaff-On*u'fr  Tattnall,  C.  8.  N. 

*Saval  Defenm:!>of  rharltt^loii  HiiT)K)r,.^(rutli  <'nniHii;i,iii)di'r  Fhiff-i>tnctTlii;rr8h&m,C.6.N. 
Botilh  Atlantic  Bkickadlnjc8<]ua<)ron,  under  Renr-Admlral  Duhl^ren.  V.  S.  N'..  1M3-18G6. 

■Van!  OeJenaca  of  Charleston  aartmr.  Hoiitli  Crtmllua.  under  Flufc-onUn^  Tucker.  C.  8.  N. 

Xaral  OefenaMof  Snvannah.tia.,  under  Klatt-t  iflieent  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  9.  N. 

*ni«  Ooafetletatc  material  nnder  tlila  bead  t*  very  hcodI.  It  Is  therefore  hoped  (hat  those  wlio 
have  any  i.\infedenite  naval  doenmentH  npon  the  mibjecl  will  comannlcaie  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  DepartRifnt,  WiuLlnxtun.  D.  C. 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockadinff  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Merrtne,  IT.  8.  N.,  1861. 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  uudur  Fla«:-Offlcer  McKcan,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1662. 

*MiBal8slppt  River  Defenses),  under  Flag-Offlcer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 
.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  McKean,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 
Eant  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rcar-Admiral  lAidner.  V.  8.  N.,  1882. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Sciuadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey.  V.  8.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  CapUin  Greene.  U.  8.  N..  1861. 
EB8t  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Stribllng,  U.  S.  N..  1864-1865. 
Wcfit  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Oflicer  Farragtit,  V.  8.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mlsriasippl  River  Defenacs,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell.  C.  S.  N.,  1862. 

«  Mobile  Defences,  under  Flag-OSlccr  Randolph.  C.  8.  N. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadnm,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  N.  (ad  interim),  1868. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  8.  X.,  1861 

*  Mobile  Defen.<K.-s,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer.  U.  S.  S.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher.  U.  8.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Ofllcer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivera,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgcrs.  C.  S.  N..  1861. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Walers,  under  Flag-Offlccr  Foote.  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

'Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-OSlcer  Hollins.  C.  8.  N. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Watew,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Davis.  V,  8.  N..  1862. 

•MlBsLssippl  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  8.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Communder  R,  F.  Ilnkney.  C.  8.  N. 
•Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch.  V.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter.  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1S64. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  V.  S.  N.,  1864-1866. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J,  H.  Carter,  C.  8.  N. 

*The  Confederate  material  under  this  bead  is  verj-  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documentit  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Nanl 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Name. 

Rate. 

Tonna^. 

Clan. 

Crew. 

27 
68 
40 
32 
42 
86 
68 
46 
70 
96 
40 
163 
86 
19 
37 
74 

GiinR. 

Fourth  ... 
Fonrth  : . . 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 

326 
800 
182 
196 
220 

Bark 

2 

4 

8 

do 

2 

do 

2 

FourUi  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Third 
FourUi  ... 
Second  . . . 
Third 
Fourth ... 
Fourth  ... 
Third 

640 

210 

630 

868 

198 

1,396 

1,0S4 

82 

160 

844 

Bark 

6 

8 

7 

do 

10 

do 

2 

do 

11 

2 

2 

do 

8 

1 

2 

1 

Fourth  ... 

26 
171 

8.5 
122 
19 
24 
75 
125 
28 
83 
22 
33 
80 
50 
70 
Ji7 
73 
79 
140 

yj 

Ifi 
101 
2(1 
24 
45 
25 
72 
,    88 
13 

0 

Thinl 
Fourth  . . . 
Third 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Third 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  . . . 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  . . . 
Third 
Third 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Fourth  . . . 
Fourth  . . . 
Fourth  ... 
Third 
Fourth  ... 

G50 
507 
860 
128 
133 
532 

do 

10 

4 

10 

2 

do 

2 

dore  McDoDough 

6 

do 

9 

1 

160 
520 
111 

do 

2 

7 

do 

2 

ilth 

150 

1, 124 

192 

6 

1 

4 

ale 

6 

3oO 
.S56 
699 
297 
963 
900 

do 

Biirk 

8 

Ulen 

9 

s 

6 

9 

do 

6 

tlont 

121 

022 
274 

87 
222 

81 
546 
713 
131 

1 

>k 

7 

6 

W.  Rodgcnt 

do 

2 

3 

8 

3 

3 

1 
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LIST   OF   UXITED   STATES   VESSELS   OF   WAK. 


VSITED  STATE.'!  fESSELS  OF  WaM  SEMVISO  IX  THE  SOVTH  ATLASTIC  BLOCKADIHQ 


Si***- 


H(fafmU/Dic  '  ^«ci>art ... 

HuiTA  Ffjonh.^. 

H7'limni§:e* Fooftb  ... 

Iiij< FwtrUi  ... 

Jam*-^  Atiger ThJpd*., 

Jame«  S.  Chamben Fourth. 

John  XtUtm* Tblffd,.- 

John  Griffith Ftnirth  . 

Jon<(iiil Fourth  . 

JimJatu SeeooxJ  . 

KingHnbt^r fqunfa  . 

Labiirnum Fourth  * 

LarkifMir Fourth  . 

I>hiKh ^«cvD(l . 


Uvhtnlnit 

l>j)lona 

Mwllfit 

Mahanku 

Mshopac 

Mail 

Malvern 

Marbl**head 

Mar)'  Hanford  . . . 

Memphii) 

Midnight 

Mlngoe 

Mohavrk 

Mohican 

Mouulnock 

Montauk 

Nahant 

Nantucket 

National  Guard  . 
Suw  Hampuhlre. 
New  Irunntdeti... 

NIpHic 

Norfolk  Packet.. 

Norwlrh 

O.M.K'ttlt 

OleanrU-r 

Orvetla 

OttRH-ll 

I'ara 

1'hmiuU- 

PatajMco 

Paul  Jiini*» 

Pawiirc 

Pen-y  Prayton... 

Perry  

PhlWlelphlu.... 

inrntlat* 

I>ut4tinHka ... 

Predtim 

Kacvr 


Fourth  . 

Tbirt... 

Foorlh  ^ 
Third... 
Fourth  . 

Fonrtb  . 
Fourth  . 

Foortfa  . 
Third... 
Third,,, 
Fourth  . 
Third.. - 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Third... 
Third... 
Third- 
Third... 
Fourth  , 
Flfsl.... 
Firwl.... 
Fourth  , 
Fotirtli  . 
FftUrth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
F01Jl■t^  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Third... 
Third... 
Btcolid  . 
Fuurlh  - 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
ThIM... 
Fourth  - 
Fourth  . 
Fwyrth  . 


Ctafl. 


.do. 

.do. 
.do. 


SOT 

1» 

1,151     SMe-wheel  stumor  . 
«H     Bark 

mo  !  Ship 


Ml 
itCEM 


627 
757 

971 
«» 

i.Din 

^633 


S49 
431 

171 
H? 
390 

ties 

1,280 


un 

387 


1t1S     Mortar  schooner 

SO    ScreTsteamer 

l,Z»  do 

450    Bark 

180    S^wiuaiiwr  

la  .      .do  

M«     tiCOCUd  StAUUKf 

EcAkhios 

BentrilHXMr 

do... 

:^Ide<wbeet  steamer . 

IroQclid  ftcfljoer  — 

Scboonei,  

SidB'Whecrl  sreaiaer . 

Scfewrt*amcr 

do 

do..„ 

Bark 

Sldc-wh«J  ftttiamer . 

ScrewtMUBer 

.....do....         

Inmcl*d  fftcamipr 

....  .do 

„,..do.„, 

.....do 

Ship 

do..,. 

Screw  Bteamer 

do 

ManarachDonpr 

Screw  jileftmi.T .    — 

sidiMFheet  atea^t-r . 


Mortar  flchotiner.. 
&crcw  BtCAtti4.'r 
MorturocbLK-Difr. 
Inmciod  elcata&r 

do 

Sldc-vrhiucl  steamer 

Bcrav  ateamut 

Sloop.,... 

Briff 

Hld&whecl  0l4^mt:r 

do.... 

Screw  *t(5flOH«T 

do 
Mdrtariii'hooner. 


Cnw. 

Gniii. 

160 

U 

76 

4 

29 

1 

» 

1 

lao 

8 

fiS 

t 

118 

8 

44 

S 

15 

1 

1«0 

14 

«6 

6 

29 

i 

26 

S 

80 

t 

(•) 

S7 

7 

45 

S 

145 

ft 

92 

t 

(•) 

115 

IS 

81 

4 

«D 

> 

100 

7 

70 

7 

146 

10 

65 

8 

150 

10 

146 

4 

1          67 

2 

;      76 

2 

1          86 

2 

'          8S 

b 

'        125 

10 

449 

90 

91 

b 

40 

4 

80 

6 

80 

2 

S5 

2 

25 

S 

90 

6 

34 

S 

70 

2 

72 

2 

148 

• 

151 

11 

(♦) 

«7 

9 

24 

1 

172 

14 

77 

6 

(•) 

36 

8 

•MoEQlla. 
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VyJTED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SESVISO  r^'  THE  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING 
SQUADRON,  OCTOBER  1.  1S6U.  TO  AUOUSTe,  1585— Continued. 


Name. 


Rate. 


Tonii^e. 


Bescne Fourth  ... 

8t,LouiB Third 

Sangamon Third 

Santiago  de Cuba Second  ... 

Sarah  Bnien Poorth  ... 

Saratoga Third.... 

Sea  Foam Fourth  .. 

Seneca Fourth  ... 

Shenandoah Second ... 

Sonoma Third.. 

Bophroaia Fourth  ... 

South  Carolina Third.. 

State  of  GeorfTla Third.. 


Stettin Fourth  ... 

Supply Fourth  ... 

SweetBricr Fourth  ... 

Swift Fourth 

T.  A.  Ward Fourth  ... 

Thunder Fourth 

Ticonderoga Second... 

Tuflcarora Third.. 

Unadilla Fourth  ... 

Valparaiso Fourth  ... 

VanderbUt Flnit... 

Wabash Flirt... 

Wamgutta Fourth  ... 

Wando Fourth... 

Water  Witch Fourth  . . . 

Wet'ha-wken Third . . 

Wildcat Fourth  ... 

Winona Fourth  ... 

Wissahlclton |  Fourth  ... 


in 

700 
»H 

1,567 
233 
882 
2$4 
507 

1,378 
955 
217 

1,165 

1,204 
600 
647 
240 


Ola 


184 


1,S3S 

997 

507 

402 

8,360 

3,274 

270 

645 

378 

844 

30 

607 

507 


Bcrew  steamer 

Ship 

Ironclad  rteamer 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

Mortar  schooner 

Ship 

Brig 

Screw  steamer 

do 

SIde-whe«l  steamer  . 

Mortar  schooner 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer  . 

Screw  steamer 

Ship 

Screw  steamer 

Tender 

Mortar  schooner 

Tender , 

Screw  steamer 

do 

do 

Ship. 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

Screw  steamer. 

do. 
Side-wheel  steamer  . 

do. 
Ironclad  steamer. 

Schooner 

Screw  steamer 

....do 


Crew. 


20 

183 

85 

I4S 

36 

182 

25 

84 

171 

165 

32 

105 

113 

72 

88 

37 

(*) 

29 

{•) 

163 

172 

90 

36 

209 

668 

75 

86 

73 

72 

52 

93 

«) 


GUUB. 


1 

18 
2 

11 
8 

22 
2 
4 

10 
7 
4 
8 
8 
6 
7 
2 


18 

10 

6 


17 

48 
5 
8 
S 
2 
1 
6 
4 


•No  rolls. 


XX 


LIST   OF   UNITED   STATES   VESSELS   OF  WAB. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAS  SERVING  IN  THE  QVLF  BLOCKADING  SQVADSON, 
JUNE  7  TO  DECEMBER  15,  1S61. 


Name. 


Brooklyn 

Colorado 

Cnuader 

Dart 

De  Boto 

Feamot 

Hatteras 

Hontaville 

J.C.Kubn 

Harion 

HasBachuaettn 

HlfBlwlppi 

Uont^mery 

Mount  Vernon  — 
National  Guard  . . . 

Mew  LoDdon 

Niagara 

NighUngale 

Pampero 

Potomac 

Powhatan 

Preble 

ILR.Cuyler 

Bacliel  Seaman  . . . 

Rhode  Inland 

Richmond 

Babine 

St-Loais 

Sam.  Houston 

San  tee 

Santiago  do  Cuba . 

South  Carolina 

Susquehanna 

Vinccnucs 

Wanderer 

Water  Witch 

Wyandotte , 


Rate. 


Tonnage. 


Second ... 

First 

Fourth  ... 
Fourth  ... 
Second ... 

Third 

Third 

Third 

Third 

Fourth  . . . 

Third.'. 

Second 

Third.. 

Fourth  ... 

Third.. 

Fourth 

First... 

Third.. 

Second  . . . 

Second ... 

First... 

Fourth  ... 

Third.. 

Fourth  ... 

Second 

Second 

Second 

Third.. 

Fourth 

Second . . . 

Second . . . 

Third.. 

First... 

ThiM.. 

Fourth 

Fourth 

Fourth 


2,070 

8,42fj 

M9 

M 

1,600 

1,012 

1,100 

817 

888 

G66 

1,155 

1,002 

787 

826 

1,046 

221 

4,682 

1,066 

1,375 

1,708 

2.415 

666 

1,200 

8031 

1,617 

1,929 

1,726 

700 

66 

1,72G 

1,667 

1,150 

2,460 

700 

800 

378 

464 


ClasB. 


Screw  Bteamer 

....do 

do 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

....do 

Ship 

Side-wheel  steamer  . 

Screw  steamer 

Bark 

Ship 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer  . 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Ship 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Ship 

do 

...,.do 

Side-wheel  steamer  . 

Ship 

Screw  Bteamer 

Schooner 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

Screw  steamer 

Ship 

do 

Schooner 

Ship 

Side-wheel  steamer  . 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer  , 

Ship 

Schooner , 

Side-wheel  steamer  , 
Screw  steamer 


Crew. 

Onus. 

269 

26 

626 

46 

70 

8 

(•) 

1 

ISO 

9 

66 

6 

101 

6 

97 

8 

70 

6 

80 

U 

112 

6 

229 

12 

66 

& 

60 

S 

SI 

4 

47 

b 

3S7 

13 

61 

4 

60 

S 

S31 

84 

217 

16 

66 

10 

134 

10 

IS 

S 

116 

4 

260 

16 

S75 

49 

lis 

18 

16 

1 

427 

60 

164 

10 

115 

K 

264 

16 

162 

19 

26 

8 

66 

8 

71 

S 

•No  rolls. 


C^LEi^D^R. 

1861. 

JUNE, 

Jtri-T. 

AUGUST. 

Son.  M. 

T. 

W. 

T.  '  P.    Sat. 

Sua. 

m.It. 

w. 

T. 

P. 

SaL 

San. 

H, 

T. 

w. 

T, 

F. 

Sat 

1 

1 

'T 

8    9 

3 
10 

4 

11 

5 

12 

6 
13 

1 

2 
ft 

3 

10 

S  .   3 

4 

5 

6|   7 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9  110 

11 

12 

13il4    1& 

14 

16  lie 

17 

18 

19 

20 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

16  '17 

18 

10 

20;  21    22 

21 

22123 

24 

25 

36 

27 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

23  |24 

%h 

m 

27  2S'  2B 

2ft 

m 

m 

:^i 

25 

Kfl 

27 

2S 

^ 

30 

ai 

m 

I 

"1 

BEFTEMBBR, 

OCTOBEB, 

NOVEMBER. 

Sua.  U. 

T. 

W. 

T.    F. 

Sat. 

Slid. 

M,   t 

w. 

T. 

F. 

Sftt. 

Sdii. 

U. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

P, 

Sac 

123 

8      f#   10 

4 
11 

5 
12 

13 

71 
H 

1 
ft 

3 

3 

10 

4 
11 

5 
12 

1 

8 

9 

A 

7 

3 

4 

5 

fl 

7 

15     16 1 17 

18 

1»  20 

21  , 

13 

14 

15 

ifl 

17 

18 

19 

10 

11  a2 

13 

14 

16 

1ft 

22    23  24 

35 

26127 

2A 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2fl 

17 

18  19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2£t    30 

27 

2S 

29 

30 

31 

24 

26 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

r" 

1 

1 

Bun, 

BECKMBER. 

M.  j  T.   W, 

T, 

F. 

SftL 

1  1   2'   3I    4 

6 

B 

7 

8      9,10  111 

12   13 1  Hi 

15    16   17   18 

19 

20  1  21 

22    23   24  25 

26 

27    28 

29  .30  31 

1 

""(■'T"'" 

i 

1864. 

OCTOBEH. 

XOVEMBEB, 

DECEMBER. 

SoilI  U.  '  T. 

w. 

T. 

F- 

Sat. 

Sun. 

H. 

T.  W. 

T, 

F. 

Sntj  Sob, 

M. 

T.   W. 

T. 

P. 

SaL 

1 

"q 

■y 

1 
8 

2 

9 

3 

10 

4 

11 

5 

12 

[ 

1 
8 

2 

9 

3 

10 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

7 

4 

S 

6     7 

9    10 

11    12 

13 

14 

15 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17  IS 

19  ,i  11 

12 

13,14 

15 

16 

17 

16  jl7 

18 

1« 

20 

21 

23      20 

21|22 

23 

24  26 

20 

18 

19 

20  21 

22  23 

?A 

23    24 

25 

1!6 

27 

28 

29  ,1  27 

2S 

2y 

;iO 

2fl 

2ft 

27|28 

29  m 

HI 

30    31 

.,-  *     ..|i 

; 

!l 

1 

XXI 


C^X.ENDA.11, 

1865, 

ja:nttaiiy.       j 

FEBRFAKT. 

>IAHCH. 

Siiii.;M. 

T.  \i 

^.   T.    F. 

Sat 

Sun. 

1 

H. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F, 

Sat 

Sos. 

u. 

T. 

wJt. 'f. 

1 

SaL 

i:  2 

e  <  9 

15    16 
22  '  23 
29    30 

3 

10  1 
17   1 

24  2 
31  . 

4  5 

1    12 
g   19 

5  2fi 

6 

13 
20 
27 

7 

U 
21 

28 

1 

8 
15 
22 

2\   3 

9I  10 

lfi|17 

23,2'! 

4 

11 
IS 

25 

1 

8 

16 

22 

29 

2'   3 

9,10 

16,17 

23 '24 

4 
11 
18 

5i 
12 
19 
26 

e 

13 
20 
27 

7 
14 

21 

2S 

5 
12 
19 

26 

13 

20 

27 

7 
14 

21 
28 

1 

1       [ 

1 

, 

!        ' 

APRlli.              1 

HAY. 

JirNE, 

San. 

H. 

T.   V 

/.  T. 

F. 

Sat 

Suil|u.    T. 

W. 

T.    F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T.  1 W,  T.  1  P. 

Sat 

1 

8 

J    1  ■    9 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

4 

11 

18 
25 

5 
12 

m 

26 

6 
IS 
20 

27  1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

m 

23 

3D 

3 

10 
17 

24 

2 

9 

16 

23 

50 

3 

10 
17 
24 

4 

11   1 
IB   L 

26  2 

5  e 

2  13 
9  20 
6  27 

7 
14 
21 
2S 

7 
14 

21 

3 
15 

22 
29 

9 
16 
23 
30 

4 ;  6 

11    12 

18  jl9 
2^  >26 

1 

61   7 

13   14 
20;21 
27 . 2« 

s 

15 
22 
29 

JITLY, 

;,             AUG 

TJ8T. 

1 

Stin,'  H. 

T,  \( 

^  T, 

F. 

u 

SaL'Suil. 

1 

M. !  T.  fl 

i.  T. 

F. 

SjiL 

; 

1   ' 

a ; 

15  • 
22  1 
29 

' 

1 
8 

15  1 
22   2 
■Jfl    H 

2  3 
9  10 
6  17 

3  24 

rt  31 

4 
11 
18 
25 

s 

12 
19 
26 

2 

5 

16 
23 
30 

3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

4 

11   1 

le  1 

26  2 

5     6 
-J   13 
E*  20 
S  27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

6 
13 
20 

1^7 

7 ' 
14, 
21  > 
2R 

,1 

1 

1             1 

1 

SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

FROM  OCTOBER  1,  1864,  TO  AUGUST  8,  1865. 


N   W  R — VOL   16 1 


SOLTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON, 


FSOM  OCTOBEB  1.  1864,  TO  ATJOTJST  8.  1865. 


jyiMrihution  of  vemels  of  the  South  Atlantlv  Blockading  Squad/ron^ 

October  i,  186It, 


Vetoel. 


Station. 


Remarks. 


HurreH'B  Inlet . 

Potonuka \  QeorKetown 

Do I  Cape  Romaln t 

•ManKham i  Biul'ii  Bay 

Adger Charlefiton '  OutJilde  the  bar. 


Pawnee do 

Flambeau do 

Pontlac do 

MiDKoe ' do 

Ntpnc ' do 

Acacia do 

Wamsulta 1 do 

Azalea do 

Gcianium ' do 


CaT^kil) . 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


-do In.xfdL' the  bar. 


t^anf^mon | do Do. 

Nnntm-kt.'t I do Do. 

I.«high ( do Do. 

Home ' do Do. 

'Adams do Do. 

Clover do l>o. 

Amantnthii" do Dn, 

Dandelion tlo Do. 

CataUitt dn Do. 

Monlauk do Repairing. 

McD<tnoiigh Stono 

•^mith do 

Stettin I  North  Edi^to 

•IV-rc-y  Dntyton do Tender. 

•SamtttRrt St.  Helena 

•Wniinms do  . 


•Wild  Cftt do 

•New  Hamiwhire |  Port  Itoyal 

("imarron do 

Philatlelphia do 

ArethuHa  do 

Chatham  do . . 

Pettit do 

larkspur do 

•N. .rfollt  I'mkel do 

•Brucn rlo 

•Honcht/m do 

R<iiilh<'an>liii(i Tybee  lRl»in<I ,. 

Mernphi.H do 

•S  wi  f  t do 

pM.wttlf I  WHS«i\vt>ound 

Wlnsahlckon ' do 

■Thunder ' do 

Flmt I  <>Hf>Abaw 

CanandiilffUA ' do 

tonoma do 

Jonquil do 

•Pemandina St,  Catherine's . 

Lodoiia Hapelo 

•Allen ,  Doboy 

•Grimih I  Altamaha 


Tender. 


Tender. 


Tender. 


4  SOUTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADBON. 

Distribution  of  ivssel^  nf  the  South  Atlantic  Bloctaidiug  tSquadrtm,  October  J,  1864 — Con- 
tinued. 


Vwwel.  Stallon. 


Remarks. 


*BraziHcra St.  Simon'K 

Sanford St,  Andrew's 

*I'erry Foniandlna 

Ottawa St.  John's 

Norwich do 

Hale do 

MoMjulto  [Inlet] 

Patfliwii I'ort  Koyal ,  Repairing. 

Nahmit do ,         IXt. 

Ilnf  (Miing do :         Do. 

Wlnoiin do Do. 

♦Racer do Do. 

•Para do Do. 

♦Hopi' do Do. 

8weet  Brier do Do. 

DnfTodil do Do. 

Gladiolus ; do — (         Do. 

Camelia do ,         Do. 

Hydrangea do ,         Do. 

LAbnniuDi do Do. 

Carnation do Do. 

*Ll>rhtninK  do Repairing;  tender. 

Hieorge  W.  IlodgerR do '  Repairing. 

•VdlparaiBo do !  Hoepital  uhlp. 

♦Ward ' do '  Health  ahlp. 

Iris ' '  Relieve  and  c<}mniunlcHle. 

HarvcNt  Moon ' Special  duty. 

♦Blunt 

Oleander ' 

Wabaith 

Marbleheiid 

MohR  wlc 

Bencc'H \         Do. 

Huron '        Do. 

Unadllla '         Do. 

Chippewa '         Do. 

Rettetie ;        Do. 

New  IroiiKidfx Do. 

♦Midnight Do. 

Paul  Jones Do. 

MahaKka Do. 

♦Supply D«>. 

WeeliRwken Sunk  or  ntranded, 

Housatonic Do. 

♦Kingfisher Do. 

Madgie - Do. 

Water  Witch Captured. 

Columbine Do. 


Do. 
Southern  nlatfoiu  with  storea. 
North. 
North  for  repairs. 

Do. 


•Sailing  vesscN. 

rfoHN  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rviir-AthniruJ^  Conahj,  S<ntth  Ai/anfu'  BJiK'Icadmg  Sq\t€tdr(m. 

The  vo8.scls  nuirked  "tenders"  are  little  craft,  manned  l>y  two  or 
three  men,  and  used  to  communicate  with  depot.  The  P.  DrayUm 
is  an  exchange. 

J.  A.  D. 


Order  of  Rem'- Aiimlrnl  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Natty,  to  ctmivtanding  offi<^rs 
in  drill  cmwafar  (qyerat'tonn  an  nhore. 

Fi^o-Steamee  Phii^delphta, 
Port  Royal  Jlarhor,  S.  C,  October  1,  1864. 
By  an  order  of  August  8  I  dircctt?d  the  commanders  of  vessels  to 
select  and  drill  certain  portions  of  their  crows  for  landing. 

They  will  now  detail  all  of  such  as  can  properly  leave  the  vessel 
for  a  limited  period  and  organize  them  into  sections  of  20  men,  half 


South  atlawtto  ttixK^KADiNo  squadrow. 

comiiamcs  of  40  men.  and  oonipiiniofi  of  K()  men.     Httwitzor  ci-ews 
detailed  and  drilled,  reiwly  for  landing. 

Those  are  to  l»e  commanded  hv  the  officers  who  have  most  aptitude 

for  such  duty,  and  hy  pc'tty  offieei-s  aeting  as  serpeant;?  and  coiiJtiiuls. 

Thettrms'of  all  kinds  are  to  l>e  carefully  looki'd  after  everyday, 

and  the  hoaU  kept  in  readinesH,  so  that  at  the  least  notice  the  landing 

force  may  lenve  m  a  time  not  exceeding?  one  hour. 

John  A.  Daiiujren, 
lirtH'-AdmifsU^  Ooindij,  South  Atltinti*'  IlltH'kadhHj  Stputdron. 


I 


Reptyrt  iff  Lif^ut'-fmtit-i'oiHiuamJfr  SctnnuN^  l\  S.  Nmry^  t^>mmaudi»g 
LL  S,  S,  Lfhujlu  retfirrdnig  addU tonal  VLt^ns  of  t^xitfi'fnn  the  )nJot 
hrrnx^  lyf  that  Vf'.'<iit^t, 

U.  S.  S.  Lrhioii, 
Off  Jlorrift  Iduiid^  Sotdh  i'orttt'tmi^  (htt^trr  1  ^  IStlJ^. 
Sib:  Ah  there  are  no  nican»  of  exit,  when  neccssaiy  to  lio  so  in  a 
hurry,  from  the  pilot  hou.Hc  of  thet*e  vpHsclf*,  1  respectfulh*  request 
ponuie>8ion  to  cut  a  manhole  in  the  top  of  this  vessel's  pilot  hou.so. 

A  hole  Itt  inches  by  l*J  would  he  sufficiently  laige,  1  should  think, 
and  the  work  could  1h'  very  readily  done  hy  our  own  pcopto. 

The  top  of  ihe  pilot  house  is  t)iicker  than  any  other  hurizontal  ^wx- 
fa<'«'  (composed  entirely  of  iron)  on  Uiard:  und  (»f  the  two  rliance.s,  I 
would  prefer  that  hy  shot  to  that  liy  drowning,  in  the  event  of  In-ing 
sunk  liv  a  torjM'do. 

\  am,  res|>ei'tfully.  your  obedient  *tcr\'ttnt, 

A.  A.  Skmm>:.s, 
Li^nttfjutut'  t  ^ointmtiuhfr. 

Roar  Admiral  .Iuhk  A.  Dahtxirkx,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Cffmrrmndhtg  Stmth  Atltrntrc  Bhtckadlng  Stfuudttm, 


Ii^p*>rt  of  Itritr-Admind  Jjuhlifrcn,    U.  S.  yary.  ijivhuj  t'nfonmdtoft 
regftnUni/  tfm  dn\ff  '"••'•  f  hiiHesttm  li'if  dnnntf  Mjtf'uuj  tldtH. 

>Jo.  4K8.]  Ki.au-Steamkk  Piiiladeij*bia, 

Part  Royni  Ihrfn^r,  S.  C,  Ovttihtr  2,  186J^ 

Sir:  The  Department  asks  me.  "  What  i.s  the  jtrreatest  possible  draft 
that  ean  Iw  taken  over  the  bar  »(  Charleston  (hiring  the  spring  tides T' 

Capbiin  Itontelle  tells  me  that  he  has  twice  had  r.»  fi-et,  in  a  period 
of  live  months.  Once  when  the  Ii»mMid*M  cro>»s«'d  witli  Admiral 
I>ii  I'onl. 

The  chief  pilot  say**  ^1  f^'cL 

The  bitter  I  Ixdicvc  to  \n\  exaggerated,  and  the  former  only  tx'curred 
twiiv. 

The  average  depth  at  spring  tide*;  may  l>e  set  down  at  lii  feet,  and 
it  is  an  extmorilinary  <'ircumst*i«ce  when  thiH  ik  extveded  -eei'tainly 
not  lo  Ih^  countwl  on. 

Thr*  easterly  winds  which  swell  the  tides  also  create  a  sea  on  the 
Uir,  and  the  concurrence!  of  a  spring  tide  with  an  easterly  wind  that 
leaves  a  smooth  bar  is  evidently  to  be  ho{>ed  for,  rather  than  exi>ected. 


G  SOUTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

The  IrouHkliH  drew  not  fully  16  feet  when  I  crossed  in  July,  1863, 
and  the  chief  pilot  allowed  two  or  three  days  of  the  spring  tide  to  pass 
before  he  would  venture.  I  think  it  was  needlessly  cautious;  still, 
even  with  an  ordinary  swell  on  a  bar  in  the  open  sea  it  is  safe  to  have 
a  foot  to  spare  under  the  bottom  of  a  vessel,  especially  if  she  has  a 
screw. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Adm  i roh  Com(l<f.  S.  Athntiv  B/<tckading  Sg^uadffrn. 

Hon.  (iiPKON  Welles, 

Strrt'tttry  of  thf  i^at\t/. 


Rep^trt  <if  Re<jr- Admiral  ])a}d<frei\^  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  ike  delivery 
of  confident  i<il  order  for  Rear- Admiral  I^arrag^ut^  U.  S.  Naiyy. 

No.  4!»SJ.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal,  OeU)her  3, 186^ 
Sir:  The  Department's  confidential  communi'-ation  of  the  22d*  Sep- 
tember was  received  by  me  late  on  the  28th,  and  in  twenty -four  hours 
afti'rwards  the  Wahash  sailed  for  Hampton  Roads. 

The  confidential  order  for  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  will  be  delivered 
to  him  as  soon  as  he  reaches  this  place,  and  I  am  awaiting  his  arrival 
for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 

R*^r- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na'mf. 


Order  of  ike  Secretary  of  the  Xavu  to  Rear- Admiral  Dahl^ren^  U,  S. 
Nary,  to  ira/iMatit  chart  (firing  latest  informatitm  regarding  Confed- 
erate works  and  obHtriwtions  in  Cltarleston  Ilarb&r. 

Navy  Department,  Oct(iber  3^  1864- 
Sir:  The  Department  desires  you  to  mark  on  the  Coast-Survey  chart 
of  Charleston  Htirlior  all  the  latest  information  of  the  rebel  works  of 
all  descriptions,  including  everything  relative  to  obstructions,  and 
transmit  it  to  the  Depaituient  with  any  suggestions  on  the  subject  that 
you  may  deem  proper  to  make. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretafy  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admii-al  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

(h//idg.  S.  Atlantic  Blockading/  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 

*  For  corrtMiKJudeuct}  of  Navy  Department  with  Rear-Adiniral  Dahlgren  relative 
to  his  aiding  Uear-Adniirat  Farragiit  in  the  j)r(>po8(Ml  attack  upon  defenaen  of  Wil- 
mington, N.  C,  datetl  September  9  and  22  and  October  17, 1864,  see  Series  I,  volume 
10,  pp.  449.  472,  and  569. 
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Ordet  of  fif'm''A<luih^tl  DuUffrt-n^  (L   X   Xavy.  to  fJeutenaiit-Com- 
\uXrr   *SttVir*//^    /'.     S.    A'r/ry,    rtt)ardhuj    ihf    ffuuken    etdatrufr 


ttutni 


KLAn-SrEAMER    1  Hn«iDELPniA. 
Port  Rofjal  HorlHfr,  S.  C.  Ocfofx-r  S.  186^. 


8iu:  I  nni  in  rooeipt  of  youi's*  of  27tli  uUiiiKt,  mu\  say  in  t*«'iilv 
If  voii  aif  tiiiiiMi^  to  raicfp  t!io  stinkon  stfttun*r  Stnittti\  mon  let 
GoniTnl  Hutch  do  fso:  wc  have  hiul  thi»  opportunity  for  mix  monthH, 
Very  rct:ipcctfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahu'.rkn, 
Reftr-Admhoi.,  Com^itj,  Smtfh  Atlantic  Hlorhidiittj  S*/tutf/rfm. 

Lieut.  Coninuknrifr  Jamks  Stillwkij,, 

Coifufy^  U.  S,  S.  OtiaiDa^  Senior  Officer  in  tJm  St.  Mm\ 


^r  ftf  limr'Atlmiritl  lMhhjr*'iu   f-    'V.   i\v/i»y.  to  Acting   }fnMer 
t'nmhy.    I',    N.    Xtivif^  to  aiwumt;  c*jmi/nfvft  of  th^  U.  S.  S.  Ilntt^^st 

Flao-Stkamku  Phimdelphia, 

Port  Rirynf  Jlorh^r,  S',  C,  Orft>hcc  ii.  1864, 
MR:  You  are  hereby  detai'lie*!  from  the  U.  8.  8,  dmonim  and  will, 
wiUiout  delay.  a^Mnuuie  eouiuiand  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Ilorrest  Minm. 
Very  respec-tt'ully,  your  oI>edient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiu^.ren, 
Ri^r-Adinirai^  Ctnndij.  Situth  Atlantic  Blovkffding  Sfptadrtnu 

Aotiujf  Master  .loii.v  K.  C-rosdy,  U.  S.  Nai'v, 

U.  4$.  *S'.  Chiiarrffit. 


Report  of  Actiiuf  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Swann.,  U.  S.  Na^^y^  giiyifig 
infarntation  ohtnin*^! frotn  deserters. 

V.  S.  8.  POTOMSKA. 

Winyah  Buy,  fhtotur  -^  IHG^, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  send  to  Charleston,  !iy 
the  LfdmruHut^  Sergeiint  James  A.  Crinuian.  Company  1,  Scvontn 
Pynohvlvania Cavalry,  and  Private  Isaai*  Ker^tison,  First  Brij^ide  l)and, 
Seeoua  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  I  lie  Potomae.  who  effected  their 
e^tape  from  the  enemy.  I  also  st^d  1 1  privates.  Company  H,  German 
Artillery  (rebel),  who  deserted  from  Hiitl^'ry  White.  From  them  1 
^in  the  following  information  and  send  von  a  ehait  showing  the  posi- 
tiiiiiof  the  foree>4  around  Georg^etowii:  Tlie  de-sert^Ms  reiK)rt  j^ri'Ut  di.s- 
•sati^fiulion  among  the  troops,  particularly  the  Germans,  who.  they 
say.  would  dcnert  without  an  exception  were  thoy  not  so  strictly 
guarded.  I  tind  the  river  so  strongly  pioket^'d  I  cnn  give  them  very 
liltlo  ii^siytance.  At  Hatl^ry  White  there  are  ten  guns;  the  position 
and  ralil>er  are  given  in  chart.  In  rt»ar  of  batterv  there  is  a  section  of 
artillery  consisting  of  two  rifled  pJ-jMtunders;  t^ie  remainder  of  the 
vompany«  conuuanded  by  Captjtin  GuiUnrd,  is  at  MeClellanville.     Two 
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companies  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captains  Kirk  and  Walker,  are 
directly  ii*  rear  of  Battery  White  (see  chart).  There  are  but  25  men  in 
Georgetown  doing  picket  duty,  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  on  Wac- 
camaw  Neck.  There  are  400  men  encamped  6  miles  from  tne  town — 
cavalry  and  infantry.  General  Ti-apier  is  in  command.  One  of  the 
Germans  (who  was  in  Charleston  a  short  time  since)  says  there  are 
four  large  quaker  guns  in  battery  at  Mount  Pleasant.  A  schooner 
ran  out  from  Georgetown  about  three  weeks  since,  and  the  parties  are 
daily  expected  to  return  in  a  steamer  and  run  either  into  the  Santee 
Kiver  or  Georgetown.  I  shall  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  her. 
Vei'v  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  Swank, 
Aei^.  Vol.  L/'eut.^  U.  S.  Nary^  CoimUf.  U.  S.  S,  PitUnnftka. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahixirkn, 

V(/mmandiH(j  South  Atlantic  Bl^kadliuj  Squadifm. 


Repftrt  of  Acting  Mfmtti'  Lee^  U.  S.  Navy^  rrgarding  the  diacopery  of 
a  M(i/)l'e/t  Hteainei'  neur  the  wrecka  of  the  Geimflmia  and  Mary  Howc-nt^ 
off  Charletston. 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 
Off  CharU-Htim,  OHoher  6,  I864. 
Sir:  At  daylight  this  morning,  while  lying  at  anchor  on  my  station 
in  y^  fathoms  wattM",  the  inner  buoy  on  llattlesnake  Shoiil  lx»aring  S. 
i  W.,  distant  about  half  a  mile,  1  discovered  a  sti-ange  steamer  sunk 
near  the  wrecks  of  the  (Jnn'g'unoi  and  Mary  Bowtm.  She  has  two 
masts,  two  smokestacks,  and  side  wh<'els. 

I  immediately  went  in  a  bout  to  examine  her,  but  as  she  is  completely 
subiuergcd  in  about  3  fathoms  water  I  could  ascerUiin  nothing  about 
her  except  that  she  is  a  Clyde-built  vessel,  of  the  class  of  the  Jfary 
Binrri\'<^  and  was  evidently  bound  in. 

My  opinion  is  that  she  struck  the  wreck  of  the  Gftmjiana  and  put 
her  wheel  hard  astarboard  to  dear  it,  thus  bringing  her  head  offshore 
and  sinking  so  suddenly  that  she  bai"ely  had  time  to  take  to  her  boats. 
She  lies  about  250  yards  from  and  outride  of  the  wrecks  of  the  Georgi- 
ana  and  Mary  Bowers. 

If  divers  could  get  to  work  on  her  before  she  breaks  up  no  doubt 
but  that  most  of  her  cargo,  if  she  has  any,  could  be  saved. 
I  am,  sir,  very  resiwctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  W.  Lee, 
Acting  MaHii\  Couunanding. 
Commander  T.  IL  Pattekson, 

Commanding  Outside  Blockade  off  Oharle-iiton. 


Be/Mrft  of  Onmnandt^'  Pattermn^  II.  S.  Nary^  giving  j>of<ftionii  of  veA- 
Heh  on  the  mtter  Idochtde, 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adoer, 
Of  Oharlestmi  Bar,  Octofxtr  7,  186^. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  learn  that  two  steamers  escaped  the  blockade  last 
night,  though  it  was  a  favorable  night  for  bloc^kade-running  purposes. 
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I  lliirilc  IIh"  oiiLviilf  blockading  ve^eol.s  arc  now  «l«lioni»<l  to  I  In*  lx?8t 
advHntii^\  mid  herewith  senH  you  tlir  petition  of  onrh  vc.NSfl: 

J'lntfiht^iu^  .touth  cjf  Swasli  ('hann**!  uhout  l^  iniU^M.  in  liititudt*  liti 
43'  N.,  loniriUKlf  71*    4V  25"  \V. 

AzMtUti.  hhort  fiistunce  north  of  North  Chuiinol,  in  abimt  latitiid**  S2? 
44'  2o"  N.,  liKiKitude  Til-  4.s'  r»it"  \V. 

L'thftrnum,  1^  tnili^s  or  Uvw  (lu-cording  to  the  durkncss  of  tho  ni^ht) 
off  Hn'iuh  IiiK'l,  in  altotit  Iatitn(le32^  -15'  N.,  IoMj»itiKle  7li    48'  1ft"  \V. 

Jhff/int\  1|  inilf's  or  ltw.s  (ucconlin^  to  tin' ilarkni'SH  of  (ho  ni^hl) 
t»outheat(t  of  Brotu'h  Inlet,  in  about  ktitude  3i!^  46'  35"  N.,  lon>ritudt* 
7J^    47'  l:i"  W. 

]\'nm.f'tfM,  in  ftlH)nt  latitude  Sa    40'  N.,  lonfritmlo  7i»^'  40^  10"  W. 

iVijt^it :  Her  former  t-ruiHing  tjnmnd  w:i.s  from  wpst  end  of  Rattle- 
snake Sboul  to  the  aouthward  and  wi'.stwani  until  Iftnunittmir  lH)n^S. 
noariv  1  mile.  I^ist  night  she  was  anrhonMi  in  alMiut  latitude  \\'I  44' 
15"  S.,  lonjjilude  71*  40'  il>"  W.  To-nijfht  she  will  move  nearer  to 
Itattle.suako  Sbiml. 

l\tmnen,  hinee  Hhu  baa  Ijeen  disabled,  buc!*  romained  at  anchor  neu4' 
the  JfonMitmut'. 

MiugfH'  keeps  tmderway.  and  has  cruised  from  a  little  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  ihntHiiiouic  to  the  Fhiin}*eau^^\\A  thence  skirting'  the  eihoal 
to  the  southward  one-half  mile  and  buck. 

JauuM  ,!////«' kee|)ei  undi^rwav.  and  has  emised  fnnu  the  Ifumuifnttie 
toward  the  eent^'rof  Itattlonnake  Shou!  ami  l«i*k,  Urini/irijr  the  Jftnmo- 
tttNii'  to  iK'ar  N.  K.  by  N. 

I  eneUwe  a  ruujrb  ti-aeinjr*  s^howinjj  the  position  of  vessels. 
Very  re*»pectfuUy.  your  ol>edient  -ervunt. 

T.    H.    I*ATTEH.*«5N. 

C*»fMimn4lrr  ond  Srttt'r/r  (fj^vrr  <>ff  i  'linrl<t<f»fn  liar, 
i'aptiitn.l.  K.  (ikern. 


\  Report  of  Ciipttuntirt'en^  V.  S.  Niiry^  lUijaviLuuj  mttvt  mtniHufl^iH'hatl^ 
ntNUrrf  ttinl  t1*4i  vtrndttitm  of  the  sunken  utrnmtT  OfimUmcf, 

U.  8.  SiAJOp  Joux  Adams, 
Of  M*'rnH  faUituL  SottfA  du'oihui,  fhtohfrS^  hSGJ^. 

Sir:  t  have  the  honor  to  inform  y<m  that  on  the  <!tli  insbint  I  tnms- 
ferre<l.  jitfreeably  to  your  instructions,  the  rebel  |)ari)led  prisoners, 
and  delivenrd  all  Iett4^rs  iind  packages  in  my  possessitm  authuri/ed  by 
\yo\x  to  Im?  delivered  to  the  enemy  under  a  tlaj^-  of  truce. 

Ni>;bt  b«»fore  last  we  hiul  two  alarms  of  atti'mpt.s  to  run  tlie  block- 
ado.  On  the  tirst  tt  steamer  outward  bound  was  iurn<'d  back  by  the 
inside  bliH-kade,  On  the  se<'ond.  from  the  be.Ht  infonnation  I  have  at 
present  obtjiined.  a  lurije  proindlcr  ran  in  ami  a  side-wheel  steamer 
nTn  «>ut.     Neither  wt-re  seen  by  the  out-^ide  bloeka<lin^  vessels. 

Ijftst  night  a  wignal  was  made  for  a  steamer  rumdnjr  r>ut,  but  1  think 
it  will  pntve  to  l»e  a  false  alarm,  as  no  guits  were  Hred. 

By  an  intercepted  rebel  dispateh  we  learn  that  the  stiiimer  discov- 
ered Hunk  otf  I»ng  Inland  on  tne  f>th  inHtant  was  named  the  CrtnHtmice. 
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She  is  completely  submerged,  preventing  the  character  of  her  cargo 
from  being  ascertained. 
I  enclose  herewith  Acting  Master  Lee's  report  respecting  her.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Geeen, 
Captain  and  Senior  Ojfficer  off  Charleston, 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Cmamandimj  South  Aifantic  Blofhadimj  Sfjwidifm. 


Letter  frmn  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  N^ai^y^  to  Major- General 
J^oMter,  U.  S,  Army,  regarding  lint  of  itrduanoe  stored  Uhih^  to  the 
Army. 

FlAG-StEAMER  Plin^ADELPHIA, 

Port  Royal  flarhor,  S.  C,  Oct^jl^ei- S,  186^ 
General:  I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  ordnance  stores  loaned  by  the 
navy  to  the  army. 

Concerning  tlie  six  100-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  the  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance, under  date  of  August  16,  186i,  writes: 

The  Bureau  ia  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  better  for  Major-tieneral  Foster  to  inform 
the  war  office  of  the  transfer  liaving  l>een  inaiie,  and  re<iue8t  that  diret-tions  may  be 
given  Mr.  Parrott  to  furnisli  the  Navy  with  an  equal  number  of  lOO-poundeni. 

Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  suggej^t  tftis  uouree  of  proceeding  to  Major-Geuerat  Fos- 
ter. 

I  am.  general,  very  resiJcctfuUy.  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahuiren, 
R<'<ir- Admiral^  Comdy.  South  Atlantic  Hhnkadia<j  Squadron. 

Major-(Teneral  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  South,  Jlradt/uorters,  Jfllton  Ifetid. 


Ordei^  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Cnmmandrr  Patterson,  U,  S, 
Iswrnj,  t<t  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  ineffdency  of  the  outer  hhcl'ade. 

U.  S,  Snii'  John  Adams, 
Off  Mtrrrin  Island^  South  Carolina^  October  0,  186^. 
Sir:  About  half  imst  1  o'clock  last  night  one  side-wheel  steamer  suc- 
ceeded in  running  in,  another  made  the  attempt  and  was  turned  back, 
both  in  Maffitt's  Channel.  The  latter  will  probaI)ly  try  again  to-night. 
No  gun  was  fired  or  signal  made  outside  of  an  attempt  to  violate  the 
blockade. 

Please  enquire  particularly  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  vessels 
stationed  off  the  entrance  of  Maffitrs  Channel  and  that  vicinity,  and, 
if  possible,  ascertain  why  vessels  rurming  in  or  out  are  so  seldom  seen 
by  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senior  Offctrc  *ff  Charlettton. 

Commander  Tiios.  H.  Patterson, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Jam^  Adger,  Senior  Officer  Offshore  Blockade, 

J-—— — -  ■  ..I.    ■■ .. .  ■  — — ■ 

*  See  October  6. 
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RejM.irt  of  Commander  Pattmujn,,  IT.  S,  Nary,  donyiiuj  any  Aju/tt/n/^jg 
i*f  ifiefifirru'y  tm  thr  juirt  of  th*'  VvtmeU  Ofi  the  outef  ifl*>ckttfii^, 

V,  8.  S.  Jamks  Adokk, 
Of  Cfuirh^tim  Boi\  (htilvvU,  im^. 

Sir:  All  the  fommandinfr  officers  pxpivs>t'(i  lhoins(»lvi^f*  iis  t,'onfi- 
decit  that  iiotbinj^i'tmk)  bivi-  i>!i-^M>d  in  or  out  Itifit  night  without  hoiiig 
(li.sfovcn'd,  until  I  infonui^d  thi'iii  of  thi*  fart  a.H  stated  in  your  letter 
uf  thii^  datv. 

'Hie  Mlnytui  occupiwl  ihi*  Htaiion  sujjj'estcHl  by  you,  lH«twtH!ii  the 
wivt  huov  of  Kiittle.snakc  uiid  Lon;;^  Islnria. 

The  WamMnttn  wa.s  to  the  oiistward  of  th»^  wreck,  well  in  toward 
Loii^  Island,  with  a  picket  bout  hetween  her  and  tlie.  In-aoh. 

Lioutenant-Coinuiander  Lure  informs  uif  that  when  the  moon  went 
down  he  moved  the  }'<oitiiir  nearer  to  the  l)eiuh.  and  never  hius  l>oen  so 
nejir  it  as  hwt  nipht.  thoii<fh  he  has  always  taken  a  stution  well  in.  To- 
night and  hereafter  he  will  have  a  picket  boat  inshore  of  him. 

Arting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cavendy,  south  of  the  8 wash,  is 
etiiuillv  eontident  that  he  couhl  have  discovered  anything  parsing  the 

Tlie  lAihtirmun  and  AztUnt  occupied  tin*  siatiun.s  a^  re|K»rtod  to  you, 
land  thn  cimimandijig  oflicerN  stale  that  thpy  had  the  l>eueb  clearly  in 
Ihight  all  ni^ht. 

For  mysf'lf  I  can  only  state  thnt  1  did  my  hent.  eager  and  anxi*>us, 
not  only  a»  the  eommander  of  a  bloekading  vc»«el.  hut  aw  senior  olUcer 
roulsiihs  that  nothing  shotdd  eH(a|}e  us, 

I  am  Hati.sHed  f  n»m  my  experienre  on  bloekiulinff  duly  that  vessels 
[c'un  not  1h*  disruvert'd  without  good  glaftsea:  this  ship  htis  two,  and  one 
\oi  Uip««e  i.H  in  tlie  pirket  l>oat. 

Very  rc^jxictfully,  your  olx^icnt  servant, 

T.  II.  Pattkiwon, 
Chtimutnd^r  tn\d  Senior  Ojfuvr  off  Chtu'U«t*m  liav. 

Captain  .1.  F.  (tbeen. 

Sf^Htt/r  Ojfivci' off  fhurJt'Mn}*. 


\Jiep*}i'i  '*/ lif^tr- Admiral  Uahl^rciK  U.  S.  jVai*;/^  annotntfiiKj  tJwarriiyal 
of  the  (\  .*?.  m.'hooHcr  ih^t'rtta. 

No.  5<nl.  I  Flaoship  Puiladbi.phia. 

Sm:  I  have  to  announce  to  the  Dcnailment  that  the  I'.  S.  s<*hooner 
ffrt\tta.  Acting  Mu-^tcr  William  Kales,  commanding,  has  arrived  on 
tliw  station  and  lias  been  a.st*igne<l  duty  in  tht-  .stjimdron  as  a  stt»ro 
vesmd. 

I  Irnvi*  tlie  honor  to  be.  veiy  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

fj.  A.  Dahuiren, 
Jit^ir-AthfiintK  Cmndtj,  Smdh  AilmdU-  RJoi'hidinff  Stjmtih'on. 

Hon.  Ciil>EON  Wellesi. 

S*XTtiUxry  of  t All  Xatiy. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dohlqren^  U.  S.  iVWv,  to  Caj)t€tin  Grem^ 
fl.  S.  Mtvt/^  Mfjrt'orftfi^ffojf  CharhiHton^  enjoining  rtgihuee  agaiuiit 
an-  attack  mi  m/mit'^rf*  hy  hnn'diiuj. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  llarh>r,  S.  ().,  Octdher  PJ,  J864. 
Sir:  1  desire  yoii  to  put  the  monitors  on  their  guard  a^in8t  any 
attempt  t(»  jrot  hirfje  Itodios  of  rebels  on  the  deck  of  the  onein  advam***, 
at  nig] it. 

It  is  runu>rod  that  a  very  largo  number  of  boats  are  building  in 
C'baileston.  and  tbo  dosj)erate  <*ondition  of  the  rel>el  affairs  would 
justify  any  risk  of  life  to  obtiiin  an  advantage.  It  would  Ite  well  if  the 
hawsers  on  the  extreme  of  the  fenders  were  ext^hanged  for  a  light 
chain. 

Then^  should  also  lw»  boarding  nettings  on  t^ach  monitor,  and  the 
hatches  wt^U  watched. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgrek, 
Rear- Admiral^  (hrndg.  South  Atlanttr  Blockading  Sfprndron. 

Captain  J.  F.  Gkkkn.  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  O^et'r  ojf  Charli-Mton. 


Li-tter y roiit  ihr  Secrrtanj  of  1]u-  JS^artf  tntlu-  Sfi^rrtary  of  Stat^,  regard- 
iittj  Fri'iivh  sah'ffctx  dvxiritig  to  (rare  the  (hnfedi'rate  t^^taf/n. 

Navy  Dei-artment,  Octolfrr  J^,  J86^ 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  7th  and  llth  instant,  with  their  respective  enclosures  from  Mr, 
(icofr(»y,  tlio  charge  d'aifaire,s  of  Fmnco,  relative  to  the  request  for 
}>ei"niissi(>n  to  send  in  one  or  two  Frentth  vessels  of  war  to  Charleston 
Tor  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  French  subjects  as  may  l>e  disposed 
to  leave  the  insurrectionary  States. 

Some  other  port  would   Im?  prefera)>le  at  this  time  for  carrying  out 
the  projKjsed  arranofoment. 

CharU'ston  is  under  constant  fire  and  neutral  vessels  might  bo  sub- 
jected to  danger  and  inconvenience  there.  We  could  not  well  suspend 
our  operations  for  the  purix>s<»  of  allowing  the  French  men-of-war  to 
enter  and  French  subjects  to  embark.  Mobile  is  a  more  desirable  port 
for  the  ac<'omplishment  of  the  object  in  view. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Se<*rtf<i7y  of  the  Ntivy. 

Hon.  Wm.  II.  Seward, 

Sft'/'t'tar//  of  Stahu 


Rfjtort  (f  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgr^n^  ('.  S.  Sitrt/,  rrgarding  thrrondi- 

ti<m  if  the  iiionititrK. 

No.  510.]  FlaIJ-StEAMER    PmLADELPlIIA, 

Pmii  Royal  Harlmr,  S.  C,  OcUHie^^  12,  186J,. 
Sir:  I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Department  two  samples 
of  tul)es  taken  from  the  Iwilers  of  the  ]}ffduint.    They  will  best  snow 


I 

I 
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iht*  Department  the  nature  of  the  ditli^-ultv  that  has  nearly  diHahlofl 
cvrry  otH*  of  the  monitors.  That  il  ^htmlil  not  have  Im'cm  m»  Is  evident 
from  thi»  fiu't  of  it^  beino-  oven'onu'.  Imt  lo  I'lk'H  this  my  own  time 
■ml  pfFMonal  attention  has  been  rcouisite.  One  of  the  tubes  referred 
Ito  ir*  dosed  entirely  by  deposit,  ana  eh^ven  .such  have  oeeurrrd  ho  far. 

Thi'  diameter  of  the  otlier  tulic,  and  tliLs  repros^entw  the  Imck  tubes  of 
the  lM_)ilcrs,  haslieen  n^dnrrd  liy  the  .^^In  to  u  mean  of  l).91(i  hich,  hav- 
inj?  been  oriuiniilly  1.75  inehi'-ii,  so  that  the  area  of  the  section  is  alxiut 
two -tifths  ttf  what  it  witH. 

The  i*»ititj»tf'.  ha>  just  h-ft.  havinjj  her  tu^K?.'?  sealed  entirely,  exuept 
two  or  threr  hundred  in  front. 


IThi-  shot-prodf  of  i\\o  stark  hius  been  removed,  haviny^  been  liudly  ^^1 

(iamaijed  by   a  shell   frntn   the  Putap^iy"^  own    XV-iiuh  ^un   in  the  ^^| 
engiitfement  with  th«  fort.s.  Sept^MuWr  S,  18(^1.     The  Hhcll  penetrat^'d  1 

one  side  entirely,  and  burst  with  M'vere  ctTeet  on  the  oth4r  side.  ^J 

Aii  an  instanee  of  the  eaparitv'  of  .shell  to  j)enetnite  heavy  thick-  ^H 

iip«&u^  of  iron.  T  tnirmmit  the  cAA  Mhot-Tir<»of  HUioko  inno  to   I'hiladoU  ^B 


t 
I 


Doafses  <»f  iron,  I  transmit  the  old  shot-proof  smoke  pipe  to  I'biladeU 
phta.  and  would  sug-^est  that  it  he  sent  Ut  the  ordnance  yard.  Wa^hinjjr- 
ton.  for  the  na^al  school,  or  such  other  disijo.silinn  as  the  Dt^imrtiueDt 
nuiy  ihink  mo»t  pro{}er. 

A  new  rthotprtM)f  wa.s  pot  in  place,  and  the  deck  beam,  that  had  wet- 
tK'd  coiisidembly,  supported   by  a  heavy   iron  stanchion.     It  wiw  a 
lieavy  piece  of  work  lor  thi.-*  small  establishment,  and  iJic  cnj/inei'rs 
■'(nanby  and  Vounj;)  deserve  credit  for  the  execution  with  such  limited 
liiiymM. 

»'rhe  jyahani  yi'xW  have  alwut  two-thirdM  of  her  tulKis  scaled  when  she 
leaves. 
The  Jfont^tuk  (<piit^  a.s  Imd)  ha^  }>een  on  duty  but  two  i>r  three 
weeks  since  May.     She  hu«  now  one  boiler  cleaned,  and  is  be^inninp 
on  the  other. 

The  Snnijatmm  and  XatttuekH  will  follow  in  turn.  The  J^Tsxai*'  and 
^  i'lt/jikif/  are  not  so  liad,  having  been  scaled  to  some  extent. 
H  llie  frequent  I'hanjjes  in  the  coinnmndcrs  and  etiyini^ers  of  the  mon- 
Hitors  have,  no  doubt,  contributed  largely  to  this  state  of  thinjics  l»v 
V  dividiufi  the  responsibility,  and  making  it  almost  imi)ossible  to  fix  it 
anvwhf're. 

I  The  fonlne-s.s  of  the  bottoms  wa.s  another  evil  which  iH)nrurred  with 
the  diminished  steam  iH)wcr  to  reduce  the  H]>ced,  so  that  some  of  the 
monitors  bal^»ly  moved  against  the  tide. 
Tliis,  loo,  is  being  mastered  rapidly  by  the  new  arrangements.  Tlic 
corps  of  divers  that  I  have  creiUed  makers  it  certain  that  a  Itottom  ean 
be  cleaned  in  a  week,  and  so  I  hope  that  no  more  will  bt^  heard  ot"  lliis 
trouble. 
Tlie  party  that  worked  by  contract  was  entirely  unal)le  to  overcome 

■  the  dithculty  by  cleaning  with  sufficient  rapidity,  and  eost  $1,600  jjer 
month;  <hiublit)g  the  force  naikcs  it  )(^,000  jx^r  month. 

The  new  corps  consists  of  one  acting  voluntepr  lieutenant  and  two 

I  acting  mastei-s,  all  experienced  divers,  with  six  men,  whose  jmy  I  tixed 
for  the  time  at  i^W)  per  month,  making  about  $700  per  month,  or  one- 
fourth  the  conti-act  price. 
So  far  as  I  can  now  judge,  the  mea.surc  gives  every  promise  of  the 
greatest  advantage  at  low  cost. 
Still  1  do  not  proptise  to  make  any  recommendation  for  the  decision 
of  the  I>epiirtmcnl  until  the  wlKtht  matt-er  hiw  been  thoroughly  t^sstetl 
by  furtb:*r  ejcperieuce;  it  is  too  importaut  to  be  dealt  with  hastily. 
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All  I  can  say  is  that  I  hope  to  have  the  monUora  beyond  the  risk  of 
disability  very  soon. 

1  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloben, 
Rmr- Admiral,,  Oomdg.  South  Atlanti<;  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


HejHrrt  of  Rear- Admiral  DaMgren^  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regardmg  plan  of 

torpedo  and  its  trial. 

No.  511.]  Flagship  Phii-adelphia, 

Ptn-t  Royal.  Harbor^  S.  C,  October  13,  lS6i. 
Sir:  1  iiui  able  to  say  that  after  much  personal  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject a  plan  of  torpedo  has  been  arrived  at  which  promises  to  work 
well,  certainly  better  than  any  that  1  have  seen.  Tne  trial  was  made 
with  a  torpedo  of  100  pounds,  and  a  huge  column  of  water  was  thrown 
up  so  high  that  it  wet  those  who  were  in  my  barge,  as  well  as  the  boat 
that  made  the  discharge. 

In  order  to  have  some  of  these  fit  for  use  without  delay,  and  not 
finding  suitable  material  here  for  a  mpid  production  of  a  number,  I 
have  dispatched  an  officer  to  New  York  for  a  few  days  in  order  to 
obtain  s<mie  pai'ts  of  the  more  important  detail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 
Rett r- Admiral,,  Ctmid^.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Report  of  Ri-ar- Admiral  DahUjr en ^  V.  S.  Navy,  stating  ca^ise  of  d^lay 
tnfoncarding  informaVwn  regarding  Confederate  works  atid  (Mtruc- 
tionti  in  Charleston  Ilarhor. 

No.  514.]  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Pcrrt  Royal,  Ootohtr  13,  186^ 
Sir:  The  directions*  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  batteriea, 
etc. ,  about  Charleston  Harbor  were  duly  received,  but  there  has  not 
been  time  at  the  departure  of  this  (the  first)  steamer  to  prepare  fully 
the  information  required. 

1  hav<i  remained  here  to  await  the  arrival  of  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut,  so  as  to  deliver  to  him  the  confidential  conununication  of 
the  Department. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlof.en. 
Hon.  Gidp:on  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nat^y. 

*See  October  3,  1864,  Welles  to  Itahlgren. 
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?rpf7rf  ftf*  f'njitain    Grt-rn^   f',  S.  ^AVry,  srnior  tifficer  o/ST  ('hftrltHtony 
rcynrfitifttj  a  (.  tJufnitraU  torped^i  Ifoaf  nej^n  mvir  Fort  Mouitrif. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams. 
Off  Morris  hlanJ,  South  Cariflina,  Octoh^  J3,  JS64, 
Sir:  General  Ilai'deo  conununicatotl  by  flaiir  of    truce  yestorduy, 
Ideclininp  to  iniikf  tin*  i*xclmn^cs  offered  by  Eusi|^ni  Diohiiiiin  on  the 
11th  in^tant,  and  wii^lies  hereafter  to  have  exchanges  made  at  Port 
Koyal  FVnv.  act-ortlin^'  to  agreement. 

Oil  the  nijfht  of  the  lUh  irmtant  a  torpedo  cmft  was  seen  by  our 
piokpt  biHits  off  SulIivan'H  Island,  near  Fort  Ii*?aun'{^rd,  and  wuh  alsi) 
|stH»n  by  the  lookout  at  Greg^r.  at  flayli»i^ht  ou  the  following  uiorniDg, 
Etile&uiiDg  up  to  and  around  Moultrie  Point. 

•  11  tt  »  *  »  • 

Very  ro8pe<^tfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

J.    F.  GuEKN, 

Captain  and  Senior  (fjfioer  off  C/tttrirJtfott. 

Rear- Admiral  .1.  A.  Daiilorkn, 

L'omnuimitng  Soufh  AtlmUv:  Bfo<^kadintj  Sfjumiron, 

Port  Royal  Uarfmr.  S,  C. 


^Jicj^ftf  of  Artiiiff  Ma^tf^r  GUieMpie.,  I'.  S.  ^''/v/.  *'fnnfuunding  V.  S. 
hark  Bra^Uiero^  regarding  e,rjiedition  up  WhiU-  Oak  Creek  and  in 
SatiWi  River,  G*vmjia,  <hU>her  13-16,  180^. 

U.  S.  Bark  Brazilieua, 

SU  Simon's  Smnid,  Otonna.  Ovtuher  20,  1S6J^ 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  13th  instant  1  went  in  charge  of  an  oxpe- 
[dttion  up  the  White  Oak  River  [Cre^k],  with  two  l)oata  from  my  vessel 
and   one    from   the  Mary   ^^anftrrd.     We  .siureeded  in  Neruriiijf  oO 
iii'ttrot's  lu^lonj^ing  to  J.  Morrison,  a  planter.     During  the  time  two  of 
my  men.  in  some  manner^  became  detached  from  me.     I  waited,  and 
(*ent  two  officers  to  search  for  them,  tus  long  a«  I  considered  it  prudent. 
H  1  then  proceeded  with  tlie  l)oat-s  to  the  Mary  Sanford^  which  \\\x» 
Blying  at  PennimanV  Mill-^,  .Satilla  lliver,  and  while  proceeding  up  the 
river  the  rel>els  lir-ed  on  the  steauier,  killing  Peter  Collins,  my  pilot. 
On  the  15th  1  returned  to  the  Imrk. 

On  the  l"lh  F^lward  Sheridan,  one  of  the  men.  roluriied  and 
iTtf^Kirted  Charles  Thompson,  the  other  man,  a  prisoner  in  tlie  luvnds  of 
[the  Confedenite.s.  The  cautie  of  this  misfortune  originated  \n  these 
kwt»  men  having  found  mouio  liquor.  Whtni  Thomiwui  became  intoxi- 
^cuted  he  went  Wk  to  the  house  after  pinmler.  Sheridan  made  the 
[btJat  of  his  way  to  the  vessel  in  a  canoe  he  found  on  the  marshes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  sei'vatit, 

\V.   T.  (lILLESriK, 

Acting  Master,  Conwianding. 
Kear-Admiral  .f.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Vommaudinfj  St/nt/i  Atlavtic  B/<K^kadiny  St/uudrmi, 
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Htptrrt  of  Acting  Master  lu'tnpton^  (J,  S.  Nai-u^ci/inrnimdiiKj  U.  S.  S. 

Mary   Soiif(yrd^  regarding  esi-pedUion    171    Satilla  Hiver^    Georgia, 

Octobvr  IS-U,  186j^. 

U.  8.  S.  Mauy  Sanfobi), 
St.  Andretr's  /Sou/id^  freorgifi^  October  16^  186^. 

Sir:  1  respectfully  rc|)oi-t  going  up  the  lUg  Hatilla  Kiver  with  my 
<-oniiiiand  on  tlie  evening  of  the  13th  instiint,  drove  the  picket**  from 
renninian's  Mills,  and  anchored  for  the  night  at  that  place  to  wait  for 
the  return  of  Acting  Master  Gillespie,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Ijark 
Braziliera^  who  had  gone  up  the  White  Oak  River  [Creek]  with  two 
boats  and  20  men  from  his  command  and  1  boat  and  2  officers  and  10 
men  from  this  vessel,  to  take  the  negroes  from  Captain  John  Morri- 
son's plantation  that  were  harvesting  corn  at  that  place  for  the  Con- 
federate soldiers  stationed  in  that  neighborhood. 

Captain  Gillespie  returned  in  safety  to  this  vessel  on  the  morning  of 
the  14th  instant,  bringing  with  him  all  the  negroes  from  the  Morrison 

{>lantation,  forty-seven  in  number.  Having  learned  that  there  was  a 
arge  quantity  of  corn  and  rice  stored  at  the  town  of  Jeffersonton,  on 
the  river  12  miles  above  Penniman's Mills,  in  transit  to  Savannah,  for 
the  Confederate  Government,  taking  with  me  Captain  Gillespie,  his 
pilot,  men,  and  l>oats,  at  2:30  p.  ra.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up 
the  river.  While  passing  Yellow  Bluff  was  hred  upon  by  a  company 
of  cavalry  that  was  secreted  behind  trees  and  in  the  grass.  They  were 
driven  from  their  hiding  place  in  live  minutes  with  canister  and  shrap- 
nel, and  as  they  were  not  over  200  yards  from  our  guns  they  must 
have  been  punished  severely.  I  regret  to  state  that  tlie  fourth  shot 
fired  at  us  instantly  killed  Peter  Collins,  our  pilot,  the  ball  passing 
through  his  body  near  the  heart.  The  killing  of  Mr.  Cbllins  is  the 
only  casualty  that  happened  during  the  tire  of  toe  enemy.  W^e  passed 
above  the  bluff  about  a  mile.  Having  lost  our  pilot,  1  was  obliged  to 
abandon  further  proceedings  and  return  down  the  river.  While  pass- 
ing Yellow  lUutf  the  enemy  did  not  show  themselves.  We  anchored 
for  the  night  at  the  mouth  of  W'hite  Oak  Kiver  [Creek].  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  instant  we  returned  down  the  river,  and  round  to  St. 
Simon's,  landed  the  contrabands  at  that  place,  and  buried  the  corpsd  of 
Mr.  C'ollins  in  due  form.  Mr.  Collins  was  a  brave  officer,  and  (Red  at 
his  post.  His  death  is  very  nmch  lamented  by  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  U.  S.  bark  Brazili^ra  and  this  vessel. 

My  officers,  men,  and  mj'self  are  all  anxious  for  a  pilot,  so  that  wo 
can  raid  on  these  rivers  when  an  opportunity  offers. 
Very  resixn-tfuUy.  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Z.  Kemptoi<, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Kear-Admiral  John  A.  Daulgrkn, 

Ooinmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm. 
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I^Uiribution  of  vessds  of  the  Stmth  Atlantic  Blockadlmj  SquoMiroti^ 

October  15^  1S6^. 


VesKl. 


station. 


KemarkK. 


■  MiirreirB  Inlet . 

Pottxiukii Georgetown 

Do Cape  Homain... 

•ManKtuun •  BuirK  Bay 

OanaodaigiuL Charleston 

PuntUc do 

Mlngoe do 

Flambeau do 

Acacia do 

Wamsutta i do 

Aaalea I do 

Laburnum do 

Patapeco do 

Sangamon do 

Nantucket do 

Lehtffh do 

Home I do 

•  Bntcn I do  . 

*Adamii 

Clover  

Dandelion 

Geranium 

GladioluB 

Catalpa 

3f  ontauk 

McDonouKh 

*»nlth 

Stettlu 

•  Percy  Drayton 

*Saratnffa 

♦WllllHUU 

•Wildcat 

♦New  UamMblm 

Phlladflphia 

Pettll 

Larkspur 

Arethusa 

<'hathain 

•Hoiiphton ' do 

•OrxetUi dn 

CAmatioii d<i 

fi.-nith  CHrriliiia  |  TylHf  Islainl 

M«nii>his dn 

*!?i*ift ' do 

Pafwair I  \Vb.ss»w  Si>iitni  .. 

\VL>«nhi<'k<)ii tin 

•ThiindiT I do 

FIhk 1  (Hsutuiw 

WJiHiiia ' di) 

Jonquil dn 

•  Ftrnandina St.CutlKTiiip's... 

Lodoim SuiH-lo 

•  Allt-ri hc>lM»y 

•flrillitli Altaiiiiiha 

•  Bm/.ilit'ra Si, Simon's 

Saiifiinl St.  Aiiilri'W's 

•  I'firy L  tVriiniidiiiti 

Ottawa St.  Johii'.s 

NnrHich dn 

Hale do 

MoHijiiitn  lliilfl] 

(.Rtj*kill ,  I'nrl  Knytil 

NMhiiiit ' dn 

Paiviiff I dn 

Dfii  riiiiur I dn 

Sijwir I ilo 

Snnnma I dn 


do 

do 

do 

do 

....do 

do 

do 

f^tono 

do 

North  Edlsto  . 
do 

SI.  Helena 

do 

do 

Port  Royiil  ... 
.do 


(lutfidu  the  b»r. 

Do. 

l)u. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
IiiKidc  the  iMir. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Inside  the  )>ar:  rcpalriuK- 


Tuiidtr. 
Tender. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


T.iidiT. 
■['ender. 


•Rarpr dn  . 

•  I'»ra iln  . 

Pw,H-t  Brit-r dn  . 

liRlffKlil dn  . 

Amaranthiix dn  . 

Camvlia i dn  . 

nydranftea \ dn  . 

•  LiRhtninK ' dn  . 

•Georpp.  W.  RodRtTH I dn  . 

•Want dn. 

Cimarron I dn . 


KrimiriiiK, 

hn. 

Ilo. 

Dn. 

Dn. 

Dn. 

Dn. 

IK.. 

Dn. 

Dn. 

Dn, 

Dn. 

Do. 
KciiairiiiK;  tuiuivr. 
HupHiriiiK'- 

Do. 
Disabled. 


•  Sailing  vesselH. 


N    W    R — VOL    16- 


18  SOUTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 

Distribution  of  ve«iebi  of  the  tSoiUh  Atlantic  Blockadiwj  Squadron  (Moiter  IS,  1864— 

Continued. 

VesBCl.  Station.  (  Ri-markn. 


Adger Purt  Koyal Coaling. 

•  VaJpanilHo ,.\ do J  Iloepital  uhlp. 

•Noriolk  I^Hi-kui i do ,  Health  ohip. 

Irin I I  Relieve  and  (.■ommuniaitc. 

Harvest  Moon i ^  Special  duty. 

•Hope I ,         l>o. 

Oleander ' Southern  Ptations  with  storea 

Wabash i  North. 

Marblehead ' North  for  repain;. 

Mohawk i 1         I>o. 

Seneca i Do. 

Huron i Do, 

Unadilla ' Do. 

Chippewa I Do. 

Rescue , Do. 

New  Imnflidcf) Do, 

•HidniKht Do, 

I^ul  JoncH Do. 

Mahaska Do. 

*  Supply Do. 

Weeha'vken Sunk  or  Btraiidud. 

Housatonk- Do. 

•Kinrfshor Do. 

Hadgle Do. 

Water  Witch Captured. 

Columbine , \         Do. 


•.Sailing  vefsuls, 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comd<j.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqiutaron. 


Li'tfer  from  tht-  Sfcrctari^  of  the  Nary  tt>  c<nniinindirri(  of  Mtptadrons 
re{/ardin(/  the  proposed  rmportatio}}  of  foveUjnerH  for  th<'  Confederate 
Anny. 

Navy  Department,  Octohcr  17^  1S6J^. 
Sir:  It  is  reported  that  an  agrcemont  has  been  eifected  between  the 
rebel  Government  and  some  Europejin  power  (Poland,  it  is  intimated), 
by  which  8(»,000  soldiers  from  abroad  are  to  be  added  to  the  rebel 
Army,  and  that  the  rebel  (iovernment  are  makinpr  arrangements  for 
having  built  in  England  some  fifty  swift  steamers,  similar  to  the 
Cohnel  Lainh^  for  the  purpose  of  running  these  soldiers  through  the 
blockade. 

The  Department  places  little  confidence  in  rumors  regarding  a 
scheme  so  impracticable  in  almost  ever\'  feature,  and  should  such  be 
contemplated,  we  will,  without  doubt,  hear  something  reliable  of  it 
hereafter.  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  communicate  the  report  to 
you  for  vour  information. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tIdeon  Weij.es. 

Secretary  tfth'.  Navy, 
Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Conxdy.  Smith  Atlantic  Blldy.  Squadron^  Port  Royah  S.  (\ 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Conidy.  North  Atlantic  Blhig.  Sqwtdnm,,  llantpton  Roadts, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  (t.  Farraout, 

Comdg.  ^e^t  Gvlf  Squad rtm^  Mohile  Bay. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

&mdg.  East  Gvlf  Blkdg.  Squadron^  Key  Went, 
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Ord^^itfthc  Sacretiiry  of  th<i  Naay  to  Rfar-Admirnl  PcfrttT^    V.    .S'. 
Naey,  nyafdirt^  the  U.  S.  S,  Ctnnhrldgt.'. 

Na>'t  Depart>ient»  (htfifwf  IS.  iS6.^, 
Sir:  OfdiT  the  U.  S.  S.  Camftridf/t*  to  pi-oceed  off  Charleston  and 
rt»pfirt  in  Ki>Hr-A(linirHl   Diihlgnni  for  duty  iti   the    South  Atlantic 
BlotTk:iding  Sqimdmn. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(fiDEON  Welles. 

StxrtUary  oftfie  Na»y. 

RtMir-Adminil  D.  1).  Poktkk, 

Comd*j.  X'trtfi  Athniic  Btkdg.  Squadron,  IJavrpt^m  Romh, 


Onh-r  tf  Reur- Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  AWy,  to  AvtlmjMmt^r  Ci^mhu, 
U.  'N.  Xotn/y  to  proceed  to  Saiyannah  River  ntid  adjacent  sonndajar 
the  collection  oj  sailA/rs"  votw. 

Fi«\0-StKAMXR    PniUVDELI'IlU. 

Port  R'xjal  IIarhir,\  Ovti^mr  lU^  i86^. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Jltinv^t  Moon  under  your 
eonimaiid  to  Savanimh  River,  Wa*<saw,  Ossahaw,  Sapelo,  atid  Dol>oy, 
aud  (.■onimunieate  with  the  vei*sclH  there,  in  order  to  collect  the  *•  Miilors' 
votes'"  already  distributed  fur  that  puriwf^e.  A  number  of  ballots 
will  be  g-iveii  you,  in  order  to  enable  th»5  men  to  vote. 

The  eonmiandens  of  vessels  will  jfive  you  every  facility,  iindernlorsi! 
on  vour  order  the  time  of  your  arrival  and  departure  at  each  station. 
No  detention  must  occur,  as  the  time  U  .short.     It  \ir  (Supposed  you 
,  accomi>lif*h  this  purpow*  in  two  duyw  or  three  at   the  furthest,  but 
fier  if  po.s.siblp. 

Ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

J.  A.  Dahloken, 
Rf^ir-Admrntl,  Cfmidg.  SfnUh  Atlantic  BifHlfuUmj  Sijmtdrfm. 

Acting  Mawter  J.  K.  CEOSBr, 

tjumdfj.  r.  S.  S.  flarvenf  MfHw^  PitH  Royal  IfarfM/r. 


DtftaiM  report  of  Re/tr- Admiral  Dahlgreii^  U.  S.  Namy.  ofloie^t  infor- 
matioti  I'eifardiruf  the  Confederute  irrorA'tt  and  nhi<fnwt.umi<  in.  (*harli-n- 
t<m  llarh.tr. 

No.  saiK]  Flag -Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Rotjal  Jhirlmr.  S.  C,  fh't<Jur  UK  iSd^. 

Sib:  Conformably  to  the  wishes  *►{  the  Department.  1  tmnsmit  here- 
with a  Coa.st-Sun'ey  planf  of  Cliiirlest.<in  llaibor,  upon  wliirli  are 
marked  positions  of  the  several  rebel  batteries,  .so  far  as  1  am  informed. 

Th4;re  in  no  unuertaintv  as  to  their  positions,  except  those  <»f  two  or 
three  small  works  that  lie  uear  the  shore  on  the  left  hand  (going  up), 
beyond  Fort  Johnson. 

*The  t*  S.  S.  Ointifridgr  A\^  n«it  leave  the  Xorfolk  navy  yard  until  Februarys, 
18<*6.     She  arrived  otf  Charleston.  9.  C,  February  12,  I8«5. 
t  For  map  of  approached  to  Charleston  »ot>  Series  I.  volume  H. 
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The}'  aro  not  ween  from  any  of  our  vessels,  and  there  are  no  means, 
therefore,  of  verifyinjr  the  ditfercnt  reports,  but  they  are  placed  with 
as  much  correctness  as  the  information  admits  pf.  All  the  batteries 
noted  by  yellow  labels  arc  <lerivod  from  the  examination  of  deserters 
and  refugees,  and  coiiK-ide  with  those  marked  on  a  chart  for  me  in 
December,  1803,  by  Major  Abert,  chief  engineer  of  tliis  department, 
except  the  battcrv  at  Haddrcirs  I'oint  and  the  battery  at  Chisolm^s 
Mills,  on  the  Ashley  River,  and  that  at  the  foot  of  Calhoun  street,  on 
the  Cooj>cr  River.  I  have  omitted  the  Imttery  on  that  part  alxive 
James  [Island]  Creek,  as  I  never  heanl  of  it,  and  have  placed  that  at 
Wappoo  farther  Imck.  Major  Abert  has  a  Iwttery  at  a  wharf  next 
above  White  Point,  which  is  probably  intended  for  the  English  gun. 

The  armament  of  the  different  works  is  variously  reported  as  to 
caliber  and  even  number,  but  not  bej'ond  what  may  be  re-asonably 
ex|>ected  from  uneducated  observers  not  too  much  interested  at  the 
time  in  what  is  before  their  eyes.  Taken  together,  they  fix  the  num- 
l>er  and  kind  of  guns  quite  as  well  as  soldiers  or  sailors  usually  do,  and 
furnish  a  fair  n^presontation  of  the  forc«  to  lie  encountered. 

The  following  may  be  accepted  as  my  own  impressions  from  the  l>est 
accounts  of  the  defenses  of  the  barlwr,  forming  one  well  connected 
whole,  but  divisible  into  three  groups,  each  consisting  of  a  principal 
work  and  its  accessories:  the  outer  batteries,  the  middle  batteries,  and 
those  of  the  city. 

The.  milcr  ilrfennex. 

The  west  jwrtion  of  Sullivan's  island  looks  direct!}*  upon  the  main 
channel  as  it  Iwnds  uj)  from  the  roads  (where  our  ii'onclads  anchor)  and 
pisses  into  the  lower  harlx)r.  This  is  strongly  fortiiied  and  its  heavy 
batteries  occupy  the  whole  ground. 

First,  at  the  extreme  inner  end  of  the  island,  is  Battery  Bee,  which 
mt)unts  seven  cannon,  all  he4ivy.  One  is  said  to  be  an  Xl-inch  and 
the  others  columbiads  (of  course  Vlll-inch  or  X-inch  guns). 

Fort  Moultrie  is  placed  at  the  angle  of  the  island,  where  it  juts  out 
farthest  into  the  channel,  and  has  a  free  sweep  of  the  water  in  almost 
any  direction  that  is  accessible  to  large  vessels.  It  is  said  to  mount 
eighteen  cannon,  rifled  and  smoothbore.  What  is  their  exact  caliber 
I  am  not  informed.  I  have  been  under  their  fire  several  times  and 
know  them  to  be  very  heavy. 

The  distance  between  Battery  Bee  and  Fort  Moultrie  is  from  600  to 
700  yards,  and  they  are  connected  by  a  continuous  parapet,  behind 
which  are  l»atteries  at  two  points.  The  first  of  these  is  just  outside  of 
Fort  Moultrie  and  has  three  mortars. 

Farther  on,  toward  Battery  Bee,  is  a  batteiy,  which  some  deserters 
say  is  called  Battery  Marion,  the  caliber  of  which  I  have  not  heard 
from  good  authority. 

Next  to  Fort  Moultrie,  eastwardly,  is  a  battery  said  to  Iks  called 
RutUxlj^e.  It  has  four  guns,  two  Vlll-inch  columbiads  and  one  X-inch 
columbiad,  and  also  one  X-inch  columbiad  said  to  be  rifled  and  throw- 
ing a  shot  of  3t>0  pounds. 

Fort  Beauregard,  abovit  1,500  yards  east  of  Fort  Moultrie;  one  face 
extend**  across  tlie  island  and  looks  along  it  to  the  eastward,  as  if  to 
defend  it  from  any  attack  in  that  direction.  There  is  only  a  34-pounder 
on  this  front,  and  that  near  the  rear  beiw^h.  There  is  a  i^ront  seaward, 
whei'c  are  mounted  seven  cannon,  calibers  heavy,  but  only  a  7-inch 
rifle  and  an  Vlll-inch  howitzer  that  arc  remembered. 
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There  aro  no  )>nttcrieH  in  tho  roarof  the  site  of  the  Moultrie  House, 
utthe  .sjMice  lietwcen  the  Moultrie  Housiennd  Fort  Moultrie  is  chiefly 
wcupiecl  by  liattery  Kutledfre,  which  has  live  heavy  guiiH.  One  is  a 
lO-iticb  rillo  (.-thot  sjiid  to  weijfh  HiH)  ixninds),  and  another  is  an  \TII- 
ineh  rotuwliind.  The  other  ones  iire  not  known.  A  platform  is  said 
to  he  in  con 8t ruction  for  the  7(Hi-Tx»under  now  in  the  city. 

B^'tween  lijiitery  Rutledjjfi^  aiia  Fort  Beaurp^fard  are  two  or  three 
sii't;*'  nnins,  iiiid  there  is  a  battery  of  two  mortars  between  Fort  Moul- 
trie and  Batt4'rv  Kutledj^. 

The  works  hova  Fort  IVmurejrard  to  the  east  end  of  Sullivan-s 
Ishind  1  do  not  consider  as  haviiif^  huv  iiunortant  I)earinj;  on  the 
aiiproa^'hes  to  tli*'  harbor  by  the  iiniin  Shin  ('hannel,  but  ihey  control 
the  ebannel  leading  alonjr  Sullivairs  Island  and  nrevent  our  boats  and 
light  Kt«aiiiers  from  efFectintf  a  jw^rfect  blockaae  there,  and  also  pre- 
vent our  landing  on  the  east  end  of  the  island  and  engineering  the 
rebels  out  of  their  works  on  the  western  end. 

Battery  Marshall,  which  is  located  at  the  easterly  extreme  of  Sul- 
]ivan*s  Island,  defends  it  on  three  sides  from  light -[draft]  vessels 
whi4h  atone  can  approach  it.  It  has  ten  guns;  two  arc  \  III  inch 
cotuinl)iu<ls,  two  are  rifled  3'i-|Kiunders,  and  the  remainder  are  of 
small  «ilil>er»  but  are  sutHcient  to  keep  boat**  and  light  vessels  from 
appr<»aching  seaward  or  by  Breach  Inlet,  or  the  interior  channels. 

lietween  Battery  MarsHall  and  Fort  Btviuregard,  at  regular  inter- 
vals of  (ltM»  or  7(X)  yanls,  arc  four  small  batteriet*,  each  mounting  two 
32-pounders,  smoothbore. 

The  works  which  may  he  considered  as  immediate  auxiliaries  of 
tboKi^  on  Sullivan's  Island  in  defending  the  main  channel  are- 
First.  A  Imtt^^ry  on  Mount  Pleasant  which  has  two  10-inch  guns. 
These  would  entilade  vessels  in  front  of  and  attacking  Battery  Bee. 

Second.  The  ruins  of  Fort  Sumter,  which,  if  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  rive  or  six  intelligent  deserters  nui  ho  relicil  on,  has  three 
or  four  heavy  cannon  on  the  channel  front  in  the  embrasures  of  the 
lower  casornates  nearest  the  angle.  On  the  21st  July  (Jencml  Foster 
and  myself  made  as  good  an  exauainatiou  as  was  possible  at  a  distance 
of  l.oiH)  yards  from  the  deck  of  a  monitor;  two  open  eni!u*asure^ 
weif  visible  on  the  lower  tier  near  the  noi-th  an^Ie.  but  no  cHnnou. 
If  they  were  mounted,  they  must  have  l>een  run  m.  The  work  Iulh 
generally  had  a  garrison  of  250  men.  By  means  of  nmskctry  and 
field  guns  they  could  keep  t!»>  monitois*  decks  <'lear  as  they  passed^ 
or  prevent  the  men  from  making  any  effort  to  clear  away  light  obstruc- 
tions which  might  otherwise  foul  the  propellers,  and  they  would  alsn 
make  it  difficult  to  navigate  the  channel  by  keeping  the  leadsmen  and 
pilots  as  well  as  the  oiHcers  engaged  in  maneuvering  the  monitors. 

Fort  John.son  and  it«i  contiguous   Imttcries   constitute  the 

yiddU  ffroup  uf  (Ufenmv  tmrki. 

Fort  Johnson  i.s  represented  b.y  deserters  to  consist  of  two  Itatter- 
ies,  Tynes  and  Holsten  IHarleston],  each  mounting  four  cannon.  The 
former  has  two  X-inch  colunil>iads  and  two  ritten.  one  H-inch  and  the 
other  lO-in<'h.  Battery  Holston  |Hiirloston|  has  three  X-inch  colum- 
biads  and  a  7  or  8  inch  rifle. 

On  the  right  of  Fort  Johnson  runs  out  toward  Morris  Island  a  long, 
narrow  spit  of  sand,  on  which  arc  throe  small  works,  known  as  liattory 
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Simking.  The.  arumment  of  theHO  hiis  I>eeu  variously  stated.  1  ha\ 
it  aa  four  mortars,  one  7-inch  ntlc,  and  two  32-{)oun(lorH,  with  a  7  or 
inch  riH<t  in  a  .snmtl  ndjacont  work. 

One  tlioiisand  vards  to  the  rear  of  Fort  .lolin»on  is  Battery  Ch«vi_^ 
Itit  force  I  do  not  know.     J  presume  it  lookwriffht  and  leftof  tVrtJobn- 

8on  and  also  upon  it.     Hitnerto  it  lui.s  Wvix  used  to  ilank  imr  hatterieii , 

on  Morris  Inland.  ^H 

In  front  of  Fort  Johnson,  distant  about  l,7iX)  yards,  and  on  th^H 
other  side  of  the  rhaiinel.  is  Fort  Hipley,  a  small  work  on  the  shoal 
with  two  lieavy  guuM.  oolnniljiad». 

Alon^  the  .sliore  to  the  lelit  of  Forl.Fohnson,  and  before  reaohinjj  tl 
city,  are  eortaiuly  two  works. 

The  first  is  Battery  VV ampler,  with  two  X-inch  columhiads.     Tl , 
next  13  Battery  Glover,  witli  om*  rifle  and   two   srnuothlmres.     Tht 
exaet  locution  of  Batteries  Wanipler  and  (ilover  is  derived  entirelj' 
from  repoi'ts  of  deserters.     They  can  not  Ik;  seen   from  any  of  ounH 
positions  on  the  water.  ^^M 

There  is  also  said  t*)  be  a  third  Imtterv  further  on.  but  this  side  of 
the  city,  the  a<*eounts  of  which  are  so  imlelinit^^  that  1  can  do  no  more 
than  state  its  prolwible  lowility.  ^H 

The  eitv  batteries  constitute  the  remaining  defenses  of  the  place.     ^H 

The  principal  work  Is  Battery  Ramsay,  at  White  Foint,  the  extreai^^B 
angle  of  the  city,  where  the  two  rivers  {Cooper  and  Ashh'v)  unite.      ^™ 

All  accounts  of  refugees  and  deserters  concur  that  the  annanient  of 
this  work  is  considerable,  but  they  differ  as  to  the  numlter  and  cuUIht 
of  the  ^uns,  as  follows,  which  will  also  exemplify  the  variety  of  state- 
ments math'  in  respect  to  other  batteries: 


loal 

rh^ 


V.  S.  (ftin. 

1  X  Inch. 

1  Tite. 

8  VUI-lnch  cnlutubliuU. 


1  XI-lnf<h. 

1  X-lQRb. 

1  Vtninfh. 

S  X-inch  rolunilifjulN. 

1  »-inch  rifle. 


1  XMnch. 

1  s-laeh  rifle. 

•I  X-lncJi  colamblaftH. 


1  Xlinch. 

i  coliunbUdB. 

2  X-lQcti  columbtadH. 


In  the  main,  these  accounts  agree  as  well  a-s  can  be  expected  from 
Kuch  .sources,  and  with  sufficient  ac<'uracy  for  all  practical  purjioses. 

One  of  the  Kngli.sh  7W-pounders  was  phiced  here,  but  gave  way 
under  a  few  discharges*  an(i  was  disintjunteil. 

On  the  left  of  the  White  Point  battery,  about  1,(HX)  yards  up  the 
Cooper  River,  at  Frazier'n  Wharf,  foot  of  Cuiuberland  street,  n*  the 
other  Tou-pounder  (13^-inch  rifle). 

At  the  wharf  of  Ijaurens  street  is  a  battery  which,  uccoixling  to  one 
person,  has  one  X-inch  columbiad,  and  according  to  another,  has  four 
guns. 

At  the  wharf  of  Calhoun  street  is  a  buttery  which,  ac<'ording  to  one 
person,  ha.s  one  X-iiuh  <ijluiubiad.  and  according  to  another,  some 
rifled  3*2-i)oundei-8. 

In  the  northerly  extreme  of  the  city,  looking  upon  Cooper  River, 
but  not  iiumediately  upon  it,  is  anotlier  Iwltery,  generally  spoken  of 
by  deserters  as  the  Half  Moon  Iwittery.  It  is  said  to  mount  two 
columhiads. 

On  the  Ashley  River,  first  above  W'hite  l*oint.  is  a  battery  at  Chisolm's 
A.ills,  foot  of  Tradd  street.     It  is  spoken  of  as  Battery  Waring,  and 


SOTTTH   ATLAWTTC  HLOCKAUmo    HQPAnKOX, 


I 


ha8  two  columbiafU,  hoth  of  X-ineh.  or  one  of  Vlll-inoh  and  otip.  of 
X-iiich. 

Farther  up,  ivbere  the  bridjjo  crosses  the  river,  ahove  the  Snviinnuh 
RaUroad,  are  said  t4»  be  batteries;  one  in  the  cit}',  coniinaiidin^  the 
bridpe,  and  another  on  the  oppf>sit<5  side  of  iho  river,  at  .the  railroad 
terminus. 

The  third  work  ia  placed  at  Wappoo  Creek.  The  information  in 
regurrl  t<»  these  tfin*e  batteries  is  very  seanly  and  general. 

Castle  I'iiu'knt'V  is  iti  more  ininiediate  connection  with  th*^  works  on 
thi»  CVwiper  sidr  of  the  river.  It  was  oritrinully  very  weak,  but  it  in 
said  to  he  niueh  improved.  Its  urniament  is  said  to  L>e  one  X-ineh,  one 
IXineh,  and  one  4^-pounder.  hut  this  and  its  state  of  defense  is 
imperfeetly  known. 

A  work  has  been  elected  on  the  northerly  i>ide  of  the  harbor,  at 
HaddrelPs  Point.  2,-li>it  yards  northeast  of  ('ustle  Pin«kuey.  This  is 
well  seen  from  our  positions,  witli  its  sinfjle  oim,  which  is  said  to  l>e 
H  riHed  32-pounder. 

In  the  fore^ointc  I  have  placed  before  the  De|>artment  the  informa- 
tion u|H>n  whu'h  I  shoidd  act  in  attacking  the  city  or  barboi%  so  far  as 
tJii»  Itatteries  are  concerned. 

Irojiriud*. 

The  rel>el  ironelads  nuist  be  ronsidered  as  movable  batteries,  and  as 
such  necessarily  couHtitute  a  part  of  the  defenses  of  Chark'stoii  and  it*} 
hnrlior. 

The  choice  of  positions  lies,  of  t-ourse,  with  the  enemy,  and  no  antici- 
pation iiin  \h?  forineti  of  the  exiK't  p4)sition  where  they  may  i'hoose  to 
aso  them.  There  are  tliree  ai-tually  in  c-unm)issioii:  the  ChUvm^ 
Pahiiftfo  Staft\  ami  ChifrUntou,  all  of  thr  sjime  model,  iti  which  they 
resemble.  Ihe  Mcn'lmtU'l\  AUnutit,  and  Tenutmyo',  Tlio  accounts  of 
thoH4^  who  have  served  in  tht»m  generally  concur  in  essiMitiul  pointft. 

The  i'fun'i<isf^fu  is  the  f«'st,  and  is  sai<l  to  be  about  the  size  of  the 
Athjnfa.  She  is  similarly  plated,  and  can  go  0  or  T  knots.  She  has 
six  guns,  two  8-inch  ritiea  and  four  rifled  i2tKJunders,  with  a  crew 
of  1 41 1  men. 

The  Cinetrra  is  sundlcr;  goes  -i  knots  with  u  clean  Iwttom,  and  luis 
fonr  gims,  onr  Sinch  rirto  forwai-d  and  one  aft,  with  a  IX-inch  Dahl- 
givn  on  each  side,  and  a  crew  of  (JO  men. 

The  Pnliiutto  Sfati'  is  somewhat  better  tlian  the  Vhloftn  in  .size  and 
sp«te<l.  with  the  same  style  of  !>attery. 

There  is  a  fourth  ironclad,  called  the  AshU'tj^  or  Ctthimhra,  and  said 
to  Itc  a  (innr  vessel  than  the  Chnrh'afon^  pre|)aring  for  .service,  and 
nearly  rcjidy. 

Titrptdft  hontn. 

The  rclwls  are  said  to  liavo  a  number  of  these  in  Charleston,  and  the 
possible  use  of  them  sbouhi  not  pass  unconsidered  itt  the  confusion  of 
It  genemi  attack. 

Of/fitrndiou*. 

In  this  sort  of  defense  I  would  include  alt  kinds  of  lx)oms,  nettings, 
rafts,  etc. 

The  information  which  has  been  obtained  in  regard  to  them  is  more 
uncertain,  b(^cjiu.so  they  can  lie  made  and  placed  po  as  to  avoid  the 
eonmion  eye,  and  all  knowledge  of  them  which  is  valuable  is  limited  to 
u  few  personal. 
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Tho  only  obstructions  which  were  ever  plainly  in  view  were  the 
piles  extending  in  a  row  across  the  middle  gfround  oppot^ite  Fort  John- 
son. The  buo3^8  of  tho  subiiiorp'd  rope  netting,  between  Forts 
Sumter  and  Moultrie,  were  also  distinctly  visible  for  some  time  after 
the  ciipture  of  Morris  Island,  and  on  the  day  that  1  first  entered  with 
the  ironclads  a  small  vessel  was  seen  busily  occupied  between  the  fortti, 
no  doubt  in  phicinjj  these  obstructions. 

Our  scout  boats  gi-adually  removed  the  buoys  and  the  nettings,  but 
it  is  reported  that  some  obstructions  have  ajjfain  been  extended  from 
Fort  Sumter  partially  across  the  channel. 

The  heavy  lx)om  of  niilroad  iron  that  cxisUid  in  the  harbor  was 
never  well  understood  until  the  winter  freshets  washed  away  parts  of 
it,  and  they  iloated  down  the  channel  among  the  veasels,  where  they 
were  towed  or  drifted  ashore  on  Morris  Island. 

1  never  had  an  adet^uate  idea  of  their  chanieter  until  I  saw  these 
frajijments,  nor  do  I  believe  anyone  else  had,  excepting  those  who  were 
innnediately  concerned  in  their  construction  and  use. 

They  consisted  of  bars  of  i*ailroad  iron  connected  at  the  ends  by 
massive  links.  Each  bar  was  al>out  21  feet  long,  and  was  cased  nearly 
its  whole  leni'th  in  8  or  10  large  logs,  s<iuared  and  well  bound  together 
by  iron  banas.  If  T  remcnJier  rightly,  as  many  as  thirty  of  these 
bars  went  ashore  on  Morris  Island,  and  I  was  present  when  a  number 
of  them  were  dmwn  up  on  the  beach,  still  linked  together.  Tho  whole 
formed  a  barrier  nearly  submerged,  perfectly  articulated  by  means  of 
the  links,  and  not  only  difticiilt  to  overcome,  but  dangerous  U>  strike 
at  full  speed. 

I  knew  generally  that  there  w^ore  obstructions  in  the  channel  lK\vond 
those  of  rope,  near  Sumter,  but  I  never  could  obtain  the  least  particu- 
lar which  would  give  an  idea  of  what  these  Imrriers  really  were  in 
their  construction,  nor  where  they  were  placed,  and  I  have  never  seen 
anyone  from  tho  relxd  side  who  knew  as  much  of  them  a.*»  we  saw 
after  tlu'y  Avero  washed  away,  nor  have  I  seen  an3''  person  to  this  day 
who  knew  where  those  obstructions  had  been  placed. 

Of  tlu'  construction  of  the  toriM'does  employed  by  the  rebels  we 
are  well  informed,  liut  where  they  nave  been  plac<»d,  orai*e  now  placed, 
no  one  could  ever  give  any  information,  except  a  squad  of  men  who 
fled  to  our  picket  monitors  one  night  last  February. 

They  hacf  belonged  to  the  six'trial  de[)artment  who  are  charged  with 
this  >)usiness,  and  bad  assisted  in  placing  the  toqwdoes  in  the  harlwr 
and  laying  down  the  wires  for  the  galvanic  l>attery  in  one  fort  or 
another,  but  it  was  night  when  the  work  was  done,  and  they  could 
foini  no  pi-ecise  idea  of  the  spot  where  tho  torpedoes  were  laid,  and 
they  ditfered  so  nuicli  among  themselves  in  this  resi>ect  that  no  useful 
fa<*ts  could  be  ol>tjiined  from  their  testimony. 

'i'liey  were  only  certnin  that  steam  boilers  contiiining  l,tKX)  and  ^,000 
pounds  of  powder  were  sunk  in  ditferent  places  and  the  wires  taken 
asliore.  an<l  that  all  kinds  of  torpedoes  were  changed  frequently  on 
account  of  deterioration  l)v  dampness. 

Besides  tiM'se  htMivy  torpedoes,  which  are  exploded  by  galvanic 
wires,  there  are  s»nalh'r  magazines  made  of  barrels,  with  a  fuze  at  the 
u])per  bilge,  and  conical  shells  atta4'hed  to  tlie  arms  of  a  floating  cross 
and  to  franu's  tilted  upward  on  one  end  from  the  ]>ottom  and  placed 
t)  or  U)  feet  l>clow  thc^  surface,  exploding  when  struck  b}'  a  neavy 
object,  such  as  a  vessel. 

I  think  the  Department  will  be  satisHed  uiM>n  a  view  of  the  locality 
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anous  (irfen-st's  ]u>4t  onmnornt 
Charleston  harbor  is  inado,  it  tshouM  hv  iimtK-  in  full  forci\ 

To  piwis  the  firi'  of  Sullivan's  Island  at  1.0'M>  yards  U  oul}'  the  pro- 
liiiiinnr>':  the  real  Imttlc  is  to  Wg-in  aftrr  this  has  iM^ni  donL\  and  it  ts 
almo!*t  Indispf-nsahlo  that  thp  result  should  bo  so  favonibh*  us  to  alU)\v 
thi'  Ih'ct  lo  roumin  in  the  harltor,  otherwise  no  ponimnent  nvsult  would 
lw>  aehieved.  and  the  v«\ssels  must  oner  more  run  the  >(aiitlet  of  lire 
from  Sullivan's  Island,  this  time  less  ahlo  to  l>ear  it  and  return  it  than 
hefnre. 

To  enter,  tht-refore,  should  mean  to  l>c  entirely  suceessful  so  far  its 
repirdw  the  inner  hatterie-'*.  For  whieh  reason  i  would  sujfgrc.st  that 
Uie  attaek  Ik*  made  in  full  foree. 

lAst  year  the  IVpartnient  bad  Initl^i  ironclads  available  or  expected 
to  l)e.  Now  it  has  11  uf  one  turret  and  4  <»f  two  turrets,  Ix'sides  the 
JnmJtiti^^  li'avinp"  the  Iican^ik'f„  ihifmtl<uja„  and  Ail'iufn  to  keep  the 
James-  -bay  4*i  guns  in  all. 

In  <n'<ler  that  an  attaek  .should  l>e  produrtive  of  the  utnios-tudvanta^'*', 
it  should  be  made  simultanrously  by  land  and  sea.  The  ironclads  ciui 
not  spjire  a  man  t<»  se<*un'  any  advantaj^e  they  may  jniin  by  their  lire. 

C'onsiderihjj  the  very  redueed  nuinlx^r  of  the  reliel  troops  and 
the  strength  of  tlic  works,  together  with  the  need  we  have  of  all  our 
force  rlsewbere,  I  was  under  the  inipi-e.ssion  that  10,<KX»  men  (veter- 
ans) might  suffice;  but  an  officer  of  our  Anny,  just  escaped  from 
Charleston,  thinks  Ifj.mK)  troops  would  fw  needed,  and  as  he  1ms  liud 
nn  opportunity  of  tniversinpf  the  eit}'  and  its  vicinity  in  relnd  uniform. 
his  opinion  is  more  reliable. 

In  niakin^r  these  >U]Lrt;estion8,  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  shape  them 
by  tiie  views  which  the  r)e]mrtment  um\  have  formed  mi  the  sid>jeet, 
tint  1  think  the  1)ei>artment  will  tind  thiit  ibey  will  stand  the  tent  of 
thr  event. 

In  eontlusion,  the  Department  may  be  assured  that  \vhen  it  shall 
<leoidi'  on  the  attack,  it  will  be  my  earnest  desire  to  leave  nrt  efTitrt 
untried  to  realize  its  nlmo.'^t  wishes  and  niv  own. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resp4'cttully,  your  obedient  w»rvant, 

J.  A.  Daiii^okkn, 
JittaT-A*hnlral,  (htitdg.  Stmth  Athintic  HltH-ktulhuj  St^Hmhim. 

Hon,  (tidkon  Wellkh, 

Sfffr/tirt/  itf  ih*'  i^nvy. 


\  Ot'ffer  *»/  Rear-Admiral  I}aldgren^  U.    S.   Navu^  iv  Acting  ICnst'/pi 
J)7*y*w,  [u  S*  J^uvy^  to  {iMthmt*  c&tnmand  of  U,  S,  S.  Oitat/Mt. 

Fi^O-StKAMER   PlIlLAOKLPIIlA, 

Ihrt  Hot/al  ilarW,  S.  ('.,  (Ktohrr '^i^,  l>iOJ!,. 
,     Siu:  Vou  are  hereby  detttched  from  the  IT.  S.  S.  IhifftidU  mid  will 
pnx'eed  by  the  tirst  convoyanec  to  the  aneborajfe  ott  C^iarleston,  and 
on  your  arrival  you  will  report  to  the  senior  oilieer  |)resent  for  I'om- 
^tnurid  of  the  L'.  S.  S.  CaUitjHt,  relieving^  Actinj^  Ensign  lulgi-en. 
Verj'  resi>eetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daui.oukn, 
Rmrr-Adwiraly  Cmtuhj,  StnUh  Athtntic  Bh^'kaduuf  S,juadf''m, 

Acting  Knsign  A.  K.  Noyks,  IT.  8.  Navy, 

LI  .S.  S.  DhP^IU,  Port  Roijni  Ihrhnr^  S,  (\ 
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Ordei*  <yf  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgr en ^  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Thomp- 
son^ tl.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  as  senior  offi^^er  in  Stono  Inlet, 

Flag-Steameb  Philadelphia, 
Pm-t  Rtyyal  IlarUr,  S,  C,  October  21,  186^ 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  by  the  first  conve^'anee  to  Stono  Inlet,  and 
on  your  arrival .  assume  command  as  senior  officer  at  that  place, 
relieving  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 
CoynmoSvre  McDvnough,  to  which  vessel  you  will  l>c  temporarily 
attached. 

It  will  be  important  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  any  movements  or 
preparation  that  the  rebels  may  make,  so  that  if  at  any  time  a  move  is 
contemplated  in  that  direction  the  best  information  may  l>e  obtainable. 
This  will  only  be  perfectly  done  when  not  known  to  the  rebels.  Let 
the  boats  scout  at  night,  and  let  scouts  be  landed  occasionally  on  John's 
Island  and  pass  up  above  Grimball's  house,  along  the  wood  above  it, 
where  a  good  view  is  had  of  Battery  Pringle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 
RenV' Admiral ^  Ctrmdff.  So^uth  Atlantic  Bhnhadintf  Stjuudrfnt. 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson,  V.  S.  Navv, 

(L  S.  Ship  "Netr  Ilampshiri'. 


Order  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S^Navy^to  Lletiti'nani-Commafiuier  Luce, 
U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontlac,  to  j>c'rfifrm  duty  as  con- 
voy to  army  transport  carry iy^^  prisoners  of  war. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  October '^^  ISG^, 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  convoy  an  army  transport,  with  prisoners 
of  war  on  board,  from  this  anchorage  to  Fort  Pulaski,  and  from  thence 
proceed  to  Port  Royal  and  report  to  Rcar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  or  in  the 
event  of  his  absence  to  the  senior  officer  present,  for  repaii-s. 
Very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston, 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  B.  Luce, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontlac^  off'  Charleston,  S.  C, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Lahlgren,  U.  S.  Nanj^  to  collector  of  cus- 
toms, Ililt&n  Head,  S.  C. ,  regarding  the  exchange  of  the  prize  schocmer 
Julia  for  the  eloop  Jerry  Angel. 

Fi^g-Steamkr  Philadelphia, 
P<rrt  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  Oetoher^l,  186^. 
Sir:  The  schooner  JuUa  was  rigged  and  fitted  up  by  the  U.  S.  gun- 
boat /*flw/t^<»ie8  last  year,  having  been  one  of  the  numerous  small  prizes 
captured  in  this  squadron  (date  unknown).  She  has  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  United  States  naval  forces  for  over  a  year,  having  l>ecn 
used  as  a  dispatch  boat  between  different  stations. 
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On  the  23d  September,  1864,  she  was  exchanged  for  the  sloop  e/m-y 
Angel  at  North  Edisto,  of  which  John  Newman  was  owner,  because 
the  latter  was  better  suited  for  the  particular  service  of  dispatch. 
Ver)'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blochidhuj  St/imdrmi. 

T.  C.  Severance,  Esq., 

CMector^  etc.^  Custom- JTinutt^^  HUUm  Head, 


I}'n*tr'thut'nin  of  veftneh  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blochadi/ng  Sfjuadrtm, 

October  m,  1804, 


Vessel. 


Station. 


Kemarks. 


Murrell's  Inlet . 

Potomska '  Georgetown 

Do rape  Romain... 

*MuiRham Bull's  Bay 

Adger Chnrlwton 

Watnsuita do 

Sonoma do , 

Flambeau , do 

Mingoe do 

Labumnm do 

Afacia I do 

Azalea ! do 

[^tapsco do 

Sangamon do 

Nantucket do 

CatKkill do 

Home do , 

•Bnien do 

•Adams... do 

Clover do 

I>and('lion do 

Geranium _ i do 

GlaiUolus I (If  I 

.do 

.rlo 

.do. 


Catalpa 
AmaranthuH 
Hydrangea  . 

Mimtauk 

McDonoiigh Siono 

•Smith do 

Stettin Norlli  E'listo... 

*Penry  Dray  ion do 

•  Paratopa St.  H*4eiiii 

•Wildcat do 

•N\-w  Hamp^hin^ -.  Port  Koynl 

Pliitfidc'lpliiu do 

Pettit do 

Arelhu.>« do 

rjiniation do 

*  Hoiiif  htun - I do 

•Orvittti j do 

youth  CaroliUH Tyhee  IbIhihI  ... 

ML-inphi:* ' do 

•."^wifl do 

•Wililams , do 

Pa.'S'aic - WftSPaw  Hound  . 

Wisfuihickon ' do 

"  Thunder do 

Flag 0«.«»l>nw 

Winnna do 

Jonquil _ do 

•Fenuindir.a    St.  Catherine's  . 

Ixwlona Siipelo 

•Allen Dobov 


Outside  the  t>ar. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

rxi. 
Inside  the  bar. 
Do. 
Do. 

BS: 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Dn. 
IM. 
Do. 

Dn. 

1)0. 

Do. 


do ,  RcpairiiiK. 


•Griffith Altamaha  .. 

•Brazilk-ra St.  tiSimon's  . 

-■'anford 

•Perr\- 

Ottawa 

-Vorwich 

Hale 


St.  Andrew's 

Fernandina 

St.  John'.^ 

do 

do 

Mowjuito  [Inlel)  .. 

•Sailing  vessels. 


Tend  IT. 
Tender. 


Ti'iider. 


Tender. 
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Distr'ihiiiifm  of  irtmeh  of  the  SotUh  Atlantic  Blockeulmg  Squadron,  Ortober  **,  1S64~ 

Ck)ntinue<l. 


Vttw*!. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Port  Roynl 

Repairing. 
Do. 

Lehigh 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

»  J'ara 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

Uaflwl  i  I 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

do 

Kupairlng. 

Do. 

do 

*  W«  nl 

do 

Do. 

do 

Dimbled. 

do 

Hospital  ship. 
Health  ship. 

do 

Irlf. 

Special  duty. 
Do. 

•  Blunt 

•  Hope 

Do. 

North. 

North  for  repaint. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

rniuliUii 

r>o. 

Do. 

•  M  idiiifcli  1 

Do. 

I>i>. 

,. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Di>. 

Do. 

M  HrtKli! 

Ho. 

Water  Witch 

Do. 

*Sai]ing  vctwelH. 

John  A.  Dahl<}rkn, 
/if'H/'-A<i/umt7,  Omidfj.  Smith  Atlanfic  Bhtckadlng  Sqiutdium. 


licport  of  Ri'tir-Adnitral  DuMgim^  IL  S,  JVnvy,  ackno}ol edging  the 
dirlayrd  nn'tml  of  thf  DejMirtment^fi  confidential  dispatch. 

Flagship  Philadelphu, 

Piyrt  Royal  Ilm-hor,  OcU^ht  S2,  186J^. 

Sir:  I  hiivo  to  inform  the  Department  that  only  last  evening  I 
received  the  confidential  dispatch  dated  the  Uth  September.  It  is 
marked  on  the  envelope,  via  Benmida^  and  mailed  Key  West,  October 
s.  As  the  Bermuda  was  off  Charleston  on  the  14th  September  with  a 
di-aft  of  men,  I  presume  the  document  went  with  her  by  mistake  to 
Key  West. 

However,  I  only  received  it  last  night,  and  it  is  said  to  have  come 
by  the  revenue  cutter  Tiitga.,  which  left  New  York  on  the  15th  October 
and  arrived  yesterday. 

The  Department  may  be  assured  that  nothing  transpires  from  me 
of  the  intended  movement,  as  no  one  but  myself  has  seen  the  docu- 
ments of  the  Department  and  the  replies  arc  written  by  myself. 
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R*ar-Ailniinil  Karnijjul  Ims  not  nrrivrtl  hero  yot,  and  t4>avoRl  doky 
iu  meeting  iinu  I  iviiiuin  ut  thU  ]>luco, 

I  httvc  the  honor  to  Ik;,  very  rcKiMH't fully, 

J.   A.    DAMUiUKN, 

Jii^r-Aflfnifi/,  O'ffiidij.  Sout/t  Atlantic  lUockfulitti^  tSqumhtm. 
Hon.  (f.  Wku.kh, 


Orficr  of  Bf^r- Admiral  Dcthhrrvn^  U.  S.  Xant/^  t*i  Ltenittnant- Ctrni- 
manner  Sto/uf,.  fJ,  S.  Xari/^  cum/titfnt/t'iuj  if,  S*  S,  VimortVJi^  to 
atsuatc  CQmviand  of  the  SatHinnah  hhn'K'adi:. 

FlAU-StEAMKH   riULADELPIlIA, 

Port  Umjiil  ]tnrh>r.  S.  ('.,  CMtf^M-ri*-*,  JSa4.. 

8ik:  You  will  proorod  as  soon  lus  (lie  w(*athor  iwrniitw,  with  tlie 
Otrntirnm  under  your  comniantl,  to  Savannah  Kivcr  and  take  charj^c  of 
the  h1oc-ku<lf  at  timt  place. 

You  will  ohtain  fnwji  the  .senior  officer  proHont  all  the  inforniation 
that  will  Ixt  useful  in  csirrviii}^  on  thit<  duty  and  in  kitrptntr  a  vigilant 
eye  on  the  uiovoraents  of  tfie  oncm^'  and  the  (•i>ndition  of  hi.<  defenses. 
S**nd  soout-s  to  tho  front  to  uKsi-rvi'  the  ^tatt*  of  the  hhiiu*. 
Y'ou  will  forward  to  uie  all  des*^rtersand  information  without  delay. 
Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilukkn, 
Rftir- Admiral,  Cwndtj.  South  Atlanti4:  Blockadintj  Sfpuidron. 

Ijii^utenunt-t'oMiniander  E.  K.  8Tf»NK. 

t'omtnandin'j  C.  JS,  S.  Vifnarron,  Port  Rotjal^  *'?.  C 


CJ^uint/  OJnAur*)  *ff  thti  British  Hietinnfr  H*fra^  off  J^ort  Jfouttric.  Oclo- 

B«port  of  Kaar-Adniral  Dfthlgren.  U.  B.  V^tj.  tranimittiiig  additionftl  Information. 

No.  .150.)  Fla«-Steamkr  IIarvkst  M(K)n. 

(imrh'Kfon  /^/>nd*i,  Ntfrrmht^r  .'7,  JSfi^, 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  infonnution  a  reptirt  in  ri'gard  to  the  dosti*in*- 
tion  of  ft  Brili.sh  Idoikade  runner,  .said  to  hv  tJie  Flt^ro^  on  the  nin^lit  of 
the  -jad,  marking:  !i  pas.s)i^eat>eonlidcntial,  whieh  it  is  important  5:h*>uld 

■  not  Ik;  known  to  the  rebels. 
Sinre  that,  another  vessel  attempting  to  como  out  was  driven  l>ack 
liy  the  inside  IdiK-kade. 

I  do  not  recognize  in  tho  consular  dispatches  any  account  of  thti 
above  vessel. 

thuve  the  honor  to  fn-,  very  resixsctf uHy,  your  obedient  stirvant, 
*  J.  A.  Pahujrkn, 
•ar-Adihirof,  Vomdff.  Hi/uth  Athntlc  Blockadifti/  Hf/uadron, 
JiDEON   WkLLES, 
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Beport  of  Captain  Oreen,  17.  B.  HaTy,  unior  officer  off  Charleston. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adam8, 
Off  Morris  Island^  South  Carolina^  Oct(ker  31,  186^, 

Sir:  1  have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  blockade  runner  which 
was  run  aground  off  Moultrie  on  the  night  of  the  22d  instant  by  the 
picket  launches  was  the  Flm'a^  with  an  assorted  car^o,  which  was 
ino«tly  lost,  according  to  an  intercepted  rebel  telegraphic  dis*patch.* 

The  proceedings  or  the  outside  blockade  to  intercept  her  are  stated 
in  the  accompan3nng  reports  of  Commander  Patterson  and  command- 
ing officers  of  vessels  wno  saw  her  on  her  i>assage  in. 

The  Mingoe,  the  fleetest  vessel  on  the  blockade,  failed  to  fire  a  gun 
or  to  slip  her  cable  to  go  in  pursuit  of  her. 

The  inside  picket  launches  discovered  her  in  good  season  and  opened 
fire  on,  and  causing  her  to  run  aground  on  the  southern  bank  of 
Maffit's  Channel;  up  to  this  time  everything  was  well  done  b\'  the 
inside  blockade. 

lumiediately  after  she  grounded,  Acting  Master  Ricker  proceeded 
to  the  ]*atapi<('o  and  infonned  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  com- 
manding the  advance  picket  monitor,  of  the  fact  of  the  steamer  being 
aground.  She  remained  aground  until  daylight  unmolested,  when  the 
advanced  monitors  opened  fire  upon  her  and  were  soon  after  followed 
by  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island. 

I  endeavored  to  have  her  set  on  fire,  but  failed  to  accomplish  it, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  shallow  and  rough  water  on  the  bar  where  she 
was  grounded.  I  also  directed  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
capture  a  rebel  boat  which,  1  learned  from  an  intercepted  rebel  dis- 
patch forwarded  to  me  bv  Brigadier-General  Scanunon,  intended 
visiting  the  wreck  on  th(>  night  of  the  25th  instant.  This  project  also 
failed. 

From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
Mr.  Gilford  did  his  whole  duty  in  a  highly  creditable  manner,  and  that 
if  he  had  had  the  cooperation  of  five  or  six  men  like  himself  more 
would  probably  have  been  accomplished. 

1  would  not  reconnnend  any  further  investigation  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  inside  I)lockade,  as  this  was  the  first  experience  of  the  parties 
in  an  afl"air  of  this  kind,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  do  better  on 
the  recurrence  of  a  similar  opportunity. 

I  also  enclose  herewith  reportsf  from  Lieutenant- Commanders  Mad- 
igan and  Barrett.  Ijieutenant-Commander  Lewis  omitted,  previous 
to  his  departuie  from  this  anchorage,  to  forwaixl  to  me  his  report 
agreeably  to  niy  directions,  and  I  would  suggest  that  he  may  be  directed 
to  forward  it  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

J.  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charletttfm. 

Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahl*;ken, 

(hmuiandhuj  South  Atlantic  lilockadlnij  Sqwtdnm. 

*It  is  very  inipurtaiit  that  the  rebels  should  not  [know]  that  we  intertrept  their 
tel^ranit^. — J.  A.  IJ. 

t  Not  found. 
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«port  of  Comtn&Dder  Cret^faU)!!.  U.-S.  Navy,  oommaQdinf^  U.  B.  fi.  HiDgo«> 

U,  S.  S.  MlN(iOK, 

off  Charlf9i4m,  S,  C,  fM^^h,:r  ^4,  JSt^l 


-2d, 


L'lork, 


the  iiorth- 


imov 


about 
lake  Shoal,  a  gun  wa«  tired  \>y  tho 
Wmuitiitfa  at  a  blofkatif.  niiiiior.  She  pju^sed  \w  no  (juirkly  inshore 
that  Iwfore  I  i-ould  slip  or  ^I't  1113*  broadside  to  l»ear  she  wjuj  out  of 
sight.  ThU  iM'ing  the  iirst  Ijlockador  Wf  had  si'tni  at  iii^ht,  it  created 
rorifuMon,  whiih  uolayed  the  promptness  which  would  have  otherwise 
rtTrrtuallv  sti)j)jfrd  her.  The  olficMT  then  in  charge  of  the  deek  wns 
Atiinj,'  Jla*ter  rulhnan,  liad  only  reported  the  day  picvious  for  duty, 
uiid  >vHs  itiexperieneed  in  rej^ard  to  the  details  i>f  urdcrs  regardiui^^ 
blot-krde  runners. 

\  ery  rc*pcctfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  Blakelet  Crkiohton, 

Couufuindcr. 
C-onimunder  T.  H.  pATTKit«)N, 

Senliir  <{^<:<rr  Offxhn-c  ISfmk^di;, 


Baport  of  Commander  Fattenon,  U.  8.  Havy,  lanior  officer  off  Charleitos  Bar. 

U.  S.  S.  James  AixiERf 
f)ff  Chnrh-^futt  B<tr,  Ocfi^t  il','!,  /.V6'4. 

Sik:  In  reply  to  your  ('onimiinieation  nf  the  ^4rth  instant,  a1>out  *.) 
p.  ni.  of  the  2iJd  instjuit  the  WftiHuutfa  di«coverc<i  u  bloekado  ninner 
jfoinjr  inward.  Slie  immediately  slipped,  (ired  at  her.  and  made  the 
signal  iiidieatin^r  a  vcsst-l  jj:()inir*)ntwiird,  whiih,  thoujrii  very  tsoon  recti- 
tied  by  hrrpieket  bunt,  en.^ntw  some  confusion  and  luu-tntainty  as  to  the 
course  of  the  stranger.  After  tirin^f  our  broadside  at  tho  blockade 
ninnrr  shi*  wii.s  nut  si*en  ayuin  I)y  tlie  M'tn/tftftn,  Itoin;(  obscured  by 
ihe  Mnoki'  from  the  jifiins  <tf  the  latter  until  >*he  had  ruti  out  of  sight. 

The  V/'/it/itt'.  the  next  ves.sel  to  the  westward,  saw  but  did  not  lire 
nt  ihr  stranjje  f>t4*auier.  and  Commander  Creighton  savs  in  his  report. 
''  She  parsed  in  s<i  tpiickly  iti>shore  that  before  I  tx>ul(l  slip  or  get  ray 
brottdsidt*  t4i  bnir  shi'  was  nut  of  sight.'* 

The  Lithiinn/H4^  lyii'K  '"  -^  fathoms  to  the  westward  of  the  Mingoe^ 
and  heading  at  the  time  N.  W..  discovered  right  ah(Mui  the  spray  from 
the  naddtcN  of  a  steatuer,  without  being  able  to  distinguish  tho  vessel: 
Hn*(l  her  port  bow  gun  at,  and  then  lost  sight  of  ln'r,  slipix'd.  :<tooa 
inshore,  and  after  standing  in  a  short  distance  inought  the  strange 
steamer  out  from  imder  the  land  and  saw  her  for  a  moment  bearing 
W.  S.  \V. 

The  (f'tj'tiufniii^  to  till'  st>uthward  and  westward  ol"  the  Lithurnum. 
seeing  the  sigmil  made  by  the  ir«///ww//^/ and  hearing  (he_gtins,  weighed 
her  anchor,  ^^tood  inshore,  and  immediately  after  the  Laburnum  tired 
discovered  the  blockade  runner  on  her  port  bow;  tireU  two  shots  at, 
and  then  lost  sight  of  hrr. 

The  Sntiotuii^  with  every  pre|>aration  made,  was  at  anchor  to  the 
tfouthward  an»l  westward  of  Breach  Iidet.  with  a  picket  boat  inside  of 
her.  neither  of  which  saw  anything  of  the  bloi-kaae  ruuuer. 

The  Anu-iii  slipped  and  stood  inshore,  but  failed  to  discover  uay- 
thuig,  and  fired  several  shots  at  random. 
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The  yizaha^  the  most  western  vessel,  when  the  proper  signal  was 
miide  indicating  a  vessel  **going  inward,"  slipped,  and  after  standing 
in  a  short  distence  discovered  what  appear^  to  be  the  spray  from 
the  paddles  of  a  steamer  and  opened  nre,  but  did  not  chase,  as  the 
object  fired  at  was  too  far  past  her  to  cut  her  off. 

Al)out  10:  30  p.  ni.  signal  was  made  by  the  Wamsutfa's  picket  boat, 
vessel  **  jjoing  outward,'  but  it  was  a  false  alarm,  she  having  mistaken 
the  (rtranhirn^  which  was  underway  in  the  vicinity,  for  a  vessel  run- 
ning the  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Patterson, 
Coiuutamli'i'  and  Senior  Ojfi^ei'  Pi'csent  off  Cftarlestofi  Bar, 

Captain  .1.  F.  (irekn, 

Scniai'  Officer  off  Ckarle»ton. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Amei,  U.  B.  Army,  Third  Bhode  Island  Artillery,  Chief  of 
Artillery,  Department  of  the  South. 

Office  Cihef  of  Artillery,  Department  of  the  South, 

MmTf'ft  hhiytd.  South  (Utrollnu^  (hither  £4-^  186^. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  I'oport  that  at  tbiylight  on  October  23  a 
largr  side-wheel  iron  steamer,  with  two  smokestacks,  was  discovered 
ashore  opposite  Battery  Rutledge,  Sullivan's  Island,  she  having  run 
on  a  shoal  at  that  point  during  the  night.  This  vessel  was  painted 
lead  color,  was  very  long,  and  appoarcfT  to  be  of  light  draft.  She  is 
probably  of  about  700  tons  l>uracn.  The  first  shot  tired  at  her  was 
from  the  picket  monitor;  Fort  Putnam  opened  at  the  same  time  with 
two  ;3(i-pounder  I'arrotts,  striking  her  on  the  quarter  at  the  second  shot. 
This  was  tlie  tirst  shot  that  struck  the  blockade  runner  from  either 
army  or  navy.  Hattory  ChatHeld  opened  with  a  300-pounder  Parrott; 
tlie  third  shell  from  this  gun  passed  through  the  starboard  wheelhouse 
into  the  vessel  and  expK)ded,  tearing  the  wheel  and  wheelhouse  all 
away  and  breaking  up  a  large  portion  of  her  works  amidships.  Fort 
Strong  opened  with  three  100-pounders,  striking  her  many  times  in 
the  hull  and  on  her  decks.  The  navy  also  kept  up  a  fire  upon  the 
vessel  from  two  monitors,  doing  the  steamer  much  damage. 

The  name  of  this  vessel  was  tne  Flora;  she  was,  no  doubt,  running 
into  Charleston  at  the  time  of  getting  aground.  Slie  now  lies  a  com- 
plete wreck.  This  vessel  was  disUint  from  Fort  Putnam  2,700  j'ards, 
from  Battery  ChatHeld  2,600  yards,  and  from  Fort  Strong  3,500  yards. 

The  following  amount  of  ammunition  was  exi>en(led  in  destroying 
that  steamer:  Port  Putnam,  80-pounder  shell,  3H;  24-pounder  snell, 
22.     Batterv  Chatfield,  3(X)  poundershell,  7.     Fort Stiong,  liM>-pounder 
shell,  77.     'fotal,  144.     Ninety -eight  of  these  shell  struck  the  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ames, 
Lifuf4iiaiit-(\>hnui  Third  Rhode  InUmd  Artillmj^ 

(■hf  if  of  Artillery^  Department  ofth^i  South. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  J.  Kobinson, 

Acting  Amistant  Adjutant -General. 


BOTTTH    ATLAKTIC  BLt>CKADnrG   SQUADRON. 

^rfuyrt  (ff  Rmr-AdmirttJ  DahUjrrn^  f.  S.  yurij.  rajardhuj  Uu  lumi- 
lA^tion  of  Confedftuite  torpatio  bfMif  at  Savanna/i  and  th^  furward- 
iwj  ofth*'  same  to  Mobde, 

No.   533.]  FiAG-StEAMKK    PlIILADKLPniA, 

I'ifi't  Royid  JInrhur.  S.  C  Octnhtw  2^,  /A'6'4. 
8i«:  Deserters  recently  arrived  from  Savarumh  i-cport  that  a  t^^rpeilo 
Kiat  ba.s  just  l>eon  linished  at  that  plurr  and  iininediat4*Iy  sent  to  Mobile 
b_v  ruilmad,  which  it  may  be  well  to  know  there. 

AIw)  that  the  Union  pri:ionei's  have  been  removed  \H  mile«  from 
Savannah. 

I  havf  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yourobediont  servant, 

J.  A.  Daulgren, 
liear-Aiimirai^  Comdy.  South  Atf-antw  Bluckadin^  St/uadrt/n. 

Hon.  (iiiiKON  Wkij-ks, 

Secretary  ttffhc  Navy. 


Order  itf  t\ipt4tln  (rreen,  U.  S.  yatyy^  to  ritmmnnduifj  officers  of  morU- 
tur9  regording  nitjfU  giynalu yurninh^Hi  to  the  army. 

U.  8.  Sloop  John  Ai>am8, 

Off  .)forriM  htand^  South  Corolim,  Oct^J^r  37,  JS6I^. 
The  cHtabliKhed  night  signals  for  v'ranis  in  sight  and  near"  and 
"liloi'kade  runners  goin^^  out''  have   been    furnished  to  the  army, 
which,  in  the  evi*nt  of  cither  J>eing  neen  at  night,  will  I)e  signalized 
fitrtn  (.'umming's  Point  to  the  advance  niunitors. 

The  commanding  otficer  of  wich  monitor  will  take  a  copy  of  this 
order. 

J.    F.    (fnEEN, 
Oaptnin  and  Senun'  Ojict-r  off  ChaHmton. 

CoaruANDiNi;  OFKirEfts  of  Monitohs. 


i 


I 


Order  of  lirar- Admiiid  Daldgrt^t^  U.  S.  Ntivy^  to  Captatn  Green^ 
U,  S.  yhr^f  to  furnish  li^t  qfiVMiin'/j*  t/taf  have  jniMied  or  att^'mpt^d  to 
ptitis  the  Uockade  ginct'  AufjtttMt  7,  JS6^^ 

JbYAG-SXEAMER    PnilxADELPUlA, 

Port  Royal  Jinrhnr.  Octfjber  27,  186J^, 
Src:  1  send  you  the   Iris;  tin*  S>r.i*-f  Bri.-r  will   follow  by  sunset 
There  \»  information  of  a  gunlnwit  in  the  Pedee  iiearlv  readv  tti  come 
down  to  (ic<irgctown  with  at  least  two  heavy  guns.     Warn  tne  Flam- 
beau not  to  be  surprised. 

I  shall  send  up  there  the  Canandaiijua  or  Pawft^-  as  soon  as  either 
18  ready,  which  may  not  )k:  before  Sundav  next. 

Please  to  send  me  a  list  of  all  vessels  that  have  passed  the  blot'kade 
or  have  been  prevented  from  doing  so  by  Iwing  driven  back  or  run 
oehore  sin<'e  August  1  lust. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.J,  A.  DAnrxiBBN. 
litttr- Admiral,  (*oind*j.  S*Htth  Affantic  Iit4tvka<liny  Stpuidwm. 

Cnptain  .Ioheph  F.  Green, 

Str/iior  Offrt'r  Presfnt  off  Charlc^t^m. 
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RtjMtri  Iff  Vomvmnder  Cretj/hiftn^  U.  S,  Naoy^  contmandinff  V.  S.  S. 
Jain^oe^  Tegardlng  edntaltie^  to  th/it  Hfmfl  durintf  a  ffah. 

U,  8.  S.   MiNiMJK, 

Off  CharhMon.  S.  C,  Ovt^J/t-r  ^S,  1S6^. 

Sik:  Ijiist  night,  at  9:30,  whili*  iit  my  station  to  the  northward  of 

Rnttlosnnko  Shoal,  in  H  fathoms  of  water,  with  11  stormy  wind  from  the 
southwiii'd  and  westward,  with  a  hoiu'v  ^i-a  i)rpakin|;  when*  I  h»id, 
rindinjf  th*'  sliip  drifting.  I  liove  up  my  anchor  to  shift  my  borth  in 
deeper  water.  Whik*  eattinjj  tbe  atiehor.  a  sea  wivshed  overboard  the 
captuin  of  tlie  fonM!a.stle.  I  stopped. and  while  lowerinif  a  hoat. struck 
heavily  on  the  t>ottom.  1  .suceeedcd  in  getting  oif  and  rescuing  the 
man.  hut  on  the  lx>at's  return  to  the  vessel  she  capsized  and  was  lost, 
hill  the  rrt'w  and  all  were  gttt  on  Ixiard.  Not  knowing  what  damajr''  I 
init^'hl  have  siisljiiiied.  and  [realizing]  that  my  anchors  were  tiK*  light 
for  tfie  gale  then  blowing.  I  concluded  to  keep  umlerway.  and  tx^ward 
morning  found  my  tiller  was  broken  otT  from  the  rudder,  to  which  it  is 
joined  l>y  iron  bands  en.st  to  the  rudder.  I  succeeded  in  steering  her 
with  tile  iron  tiller  o\\  the  sjHir  deck,  but  that  Imike.  I  have  another. 
but  with  the  iron  tiller  she  steers  so  wildly  that  I  do  not  think  it  safe, 
and,  like  the  others,  it  may  l)r(>ak  at  any  moment.  The  engineer 
reptu'ts  al>o  that  the  working  of  the  ship  last  night  strained  the  expan- 
sion jt)int,  scalding  one  of  the  men,  and  by  Ihi^  working  of  the  hun"i- 
cane  cleck  broke  the  whistle  pipe.  The  wnole  fmnie  of  the  engine  is 
loose.  A  further  report  from  the  engineer  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  it 
cau  be  made  out. 

I  am,  sir.  very  i*espet:tfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

.1.  Blakeley  Cueiguton. 

Corntnander, 
Commander  T.  H.  Patterson, 

Senior  (ificer  Onimd^  Bhu^kad*'. 


Reptfrt  of  Rivtr-Admlnd  DaJdifrfm,  f\   S,  Nifrvt/,  riff/arddnff  fftmeral 
maftfrs  jh^rfaijiint/  to  hh  vojntuand. 

No.  543J  Fuaci-Steamer  Fiiiladelphia, 

J*ort  Roijal  ffarhor.  S.  T..  (h-tt^^r  ?^f),  imJf. 

Sik:  I  l>eg  leave  to  acknowledge  liuving  received  thn  Uepartment's 
<oitunxiniention  of  the  0th  instant,  enclosing  copv  of  a  dispitch*  ti>  the 
State  Department,  dated  the  :i4th  ultimtt.  relative  t<»  the  arrival  and 
deixuture  of  blockade  runners  at  and  from  the  blockaded  ports,  in 
which  I  oliserve  that  Charleston  is  included. 

I  regret  to  say  that  this  represents  about  the  best  that  can  be  done 
with  toe  present  fi»rce.  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  blockade 
runners  that  ha\e  Iwcn  driven  l»ack  or  destroyed.  The  Priucr  Albert^ 
Mitry  Jitnr,rft.  and  the  ('it/utimKr  have  been  stranded  and  sunk,  as  well 
as  a  tine  large  steamer  which  was  driven  ashore  on  the  shoal  side  of 
the  chaimel  opi>osite  Sullivan's  Inland  on  the  2*2d  instant.  The  latter 
was  principally  effeile<I  by  the  picket  boats. 

I  have  I>een  compelled  fur  the  want  of  something  better  to  orgsmize 
two  divisions  of  Inesc,  and  thev,  with  the  lugs,  run  dose  in  by  the 
batteries  at  night,  at  the  risk  o{  being  pelted  witii  grape. 
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The  tuj;^  AutnranffniM  ha,*;  junt  been  sent  (l<>wn  for  rejMurs.  an  fS  or 
H»  inch  shot  having-  (Missed  through  her,  and  not  far  from  her  boilers. 

In  thi»  connection  I  hnve  aUo  to  acknowledge  the  rweipt  of  the  ooni- 
niunicatioD  in  regard  to  a  design  for  passinK  m  troops  to  reinforce  the 
relieU. 

I  bejf  leave  to  say  that  the  bloeknde  of  some  of  the  ports  south  of 
Oijiiabaw  is  very  weak,  such  as  St.  Catherine'ei,  Dohoy,  Altaniaha,  and 
8t.  SirnonV,  where  the  niiiiti  ehannelf*  are  each  held  by  a  siiijfie  sailing 
ves!*el.  as  the  Department  will  see  by  the  seminictnthty  returns,  while 
on  each  side  in  a  wide  soopc  of  water,  acoessiWe  to  light-draft  steaniern, 
such  as  run  into  Charleston.     AtSipeioand  St.  Andrew's  are  steamers. 

The  blockade  at  Charleston  uionopollzeti  all  the  best  vessels,  and  the 
continued  service  there  keeps  niajiy  of  them  untU'r  repair. 

At  this  time,  when  most  needed,  four  of  the  tincst  steamers  arc  here 
in  the  band>i  of  the  mechanicH:  The  Vanan<ini<(iut^  Pttu^twe^  Ponfitw^ 
and  y^ipsfC,'  also  the  Dal  Chlruj  and  three  large  tugs,  AnmntnthvM^ 
Stpt^rf  Brt*'/\  and  Caiiwiht.  The  L(ih\trmnn  has  broken  n  fan  of  her 
pnjpeller;  and*  when  these  return,  others  demand  attention. 

'file  Cimamm  is  doinvf  duty  with  one  boiler,  and  when  the  J«im<'^ 
Aiifjer  goes  I  lose  the  best  seagoing  ste^imer,  licarly  a«  fa-^t  as  the 
Ptmttav  and  }f ingot.,  but  ctipable  of  keeping  the  sen  in  any  weather^ 
and  ain  cany  at  leaflt  thirty  days*  coal. 

Georgetown  will  also  re({uire  more  force,  as  I  have  information  that 
a  gunboat  is  building  in  the  Pedee,  and  may  l>e  expect4>d  down  before 
long,  raid  to  carry  eight  guns,  two  of  them  heavy;  so  the  Paumet^  or 
Canon d'l it; i/ti  must  go  there  to  blockade  her. 

1  had  contemplated  a  move  on  the  (ieorgetown  batteries,  and  had 
[lined  the  locality  with  a  view  thereto,  but  (Vtmmander  CV»lvoro- 
.  whom  I  had  designed  to  bear  a  chief  part,  and  had  made  the 
preliminary  examination,  l>eing  withdrawn,  and  then  the  Wahun/i  with 
ter  large  crew.  I  found  it  beyond  my  meant*. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bi*,  very  respectfully.  y<tur  <»bcdient  servant, 

J.   A.    n.AHIXSKEN, 

Rt^tr- AdmiTai ^Cmndg,  Smitk  Atlantic  Bl^>ck<tding  S'/uadrfm. 

Hon.  GiPEOjj  Wellrs, 

Seeretarij  of  the  Ntl^yy. 


Order  of  Ri'tir-Adminil  Dohl</ren^  U.  S.  Novy^to  CmnvHVtider  Patter- 
son^  JJ.  S.  A'aey,  commitnding  17.  S.  S.  JamfH  Adger..  to  proceed  to 
dtUy  at  Wilmington^  ^.  i\ 

Flagship  Philadelphia. 
Port  Royid  I!ovlm\  Ovi^^hyr  ^5,  ISGk^ 
Sir:  The  Navy  Department  informs  luc  that  the  Qtmhridtjt^  has 
heen  onlered  here  for  duty. 

When  relieved  by  that  vessel,  you  will,  by  order  of  the  Navy 
Department,  proceed  without  delay  to  the  coast  off  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
ana  rejKirt  to  the  senior  otHcer  ])rej<ent  for  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Ri'spectfuUy,  your  obedient  sei'vant, 

.1.  A.  DAinxiREN, 
Rtar-Admirtih  Vtrmdij.  i^mth  AtUmtii'  Bt<x'kad4,ng  tS^uodnm. 

Commander  T.  H.  pATTKutiON, 

Sfniw  O fiver  Prfneitt  off  Vharl-fMim  Bar,  fhtttr  Blochtd,-. 
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Order  ofRear-Adiniral  DaM^-en^  U.  S.  ^atry^  to  Cominand^r  Harri- 
son^ if.  S.  Navy^  enjommg  vigilance  against  the  escape  of  Confeder- 
ate gunhoatfrom  the  Pedee  Mvoer. 

Flag-Steameb  Philadblphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C\,  October  S9,  186^, 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Canandaimia  under  your  command 
to  the  entrance  of  Winyah  Bay  and  relieve  the  Pavmee,  handing  Com- 
mander Balch  the  enclosed  order. 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  rebels  have  built  a  gunboat  on  the 
Pedee,  which  may  be  expected  to  come  down  as  soon  as  the  river  is 
high  enough.  She  is  said  to  be  of  light  draft  and  to  carry  eight  guns, 
of  which  two  are  X-inch. 
The  accounts  muy  be  exaggerated^  but  it  is  well  to  be  prepared. 
You  will  take  position  in  the  channel  and  prevent  the  vessel  from 
getting  out  to  sea. 

I  wish  you  to  send  a  boat  occasionallv  to  scout  the  shore  to  the 
Santee,  and  observe  if  any  attempt  is  made  to  fortify  North  Island  or 
South  Island  and  inform  me  thereof  by  the  first  opportunity. 

You  will  direct  the  Flanibean  to  return  to  Charleston  and  report  for 
duty  there,  first  receiving  her  pilot. 

There  is  a  fisherman  on  Nortn  Island  who  has  given  useful  informa- 
tion, and  may  continue  to  do  so;  give  him  a  ration  if  he  is  serviceable 
in  this  way. 

You  may  rate  the  pilot,  Prince  Coit,  at  ^0  per  month. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral^  Coindg.  South  Atlantw  Bh)ckadmg  Squ^bd/ron^ 

Commander  N.  B.  Harrison,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua. 

[Enclosure.] 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal.  Harbor,  October  29,  186J^. 
Sir:  On  the  reporting  of  Commander  Harrison,  commanding  the 
Canandaigua,  you  will  transfer  your  pilot  to  that  vessel  and  proceed  to 
Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior  oflBcer  present  for  blocKade  duty 
there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlqren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Coindg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Conmiander  G.  B.  Balch, 

Coviniandtng  (J.  S.  S.  Pavynee. 


Detailed  report  of  Captain  Green,  TJ.  S.  Navy.,  senior  officer  of 
Charleston,  regarding  vessels  that  have  pajfsed  or  utt^nnpted  to  pass 
th^'  blockade  suive  Augmt^  186^.. 

U.  S.  Sixx)!'  John  Adams, 
Ojf  MtrrriM  lsla?id.  South  Carolina,  Octolni'  31,  1864-, 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  27th  instant,  I  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  statement  of  vessels  that  are  known  to  nave 
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Lsod  the  hlockad*^  of  (hin  port  or  have  boon  i)revent*«(i  from  doing- 

.sini-e  the  Ut  of  Aufriisi  hust: 

Aueui^t  1».  At  dii3'li^ht  a  i>ioi«'lIei*  hUianifir  wax  diHcovoit'd  it^roiuul 
off  \u)ultrit'.  .Shf  was  svi  on  fire  and  dej<troyed  I>v  sholb  from  the 
OfUl-iU  uud  batteries  on  Morriit  Island.  She  proved  lo  be  the  I*)'inei' 
AfhfTt,  t>ound  in. 

Aujfust  31.  The  side-wheel  steamer  Mary  RmPtrn^  ninnitijj  in,  Mtrurk 
the  wrtHjk  of  thr  (itorijituui  off  Ijong  T.stand  and  sank.  She  waw  dis- 
covered hv  the  oiitfciide  fleet  at  daylijjht. 

S*»pt<»nil»er  H.  A  lar^je  side-wlu'el  steamer  run  nut  through  Malhll's 
Channel.  She  was  tired  uiKia  hy  tin'  picki't  iKiutw  with  musketry,  mid 
sig^nal  made  insitU^  "  Blockade  mnnor  going  out,"  but  she  was  notseen 
by  the  outiiide  vessels. 

September  5.  Steamer,  outward  bound.  hp!aded  off  and  obliged  to 
put  battk. 

Septembers.  Deserters  from  CharleJ^ton  report  blockade  runnel's 
Zhnuil^  S(/ren^  Fot^  and  Slatf  inside. 

SepteuiWr  Jt.  Steamer  ran  out.  She  wa**  fired  upon  repeatedly  by 
the  Amaranthuit  inside  and  by  the  Azalea  outwidf  and  escaped. 

(k'tolwr  5.  A  side-%vheel  nteamer  attempted  to  run  out  and  was 
turned  book  by  the  picket  launch. 

(X'tol)er  fi.  At  daylieht  a  large  side-wheel  steamer  was  distiovered 
.sunk  ne^r  the  wreck  of  the  Geitrgianu  off  Ivong  Island.  She  proved 
to  be  the  ConMarn^ey  and  was  bound  in. 

October  t>.  A  side-wheel  steamer  attempted  to  run  out  and  was 
driven  Iwrk  by  the  picket  Iwints.  A  large  screw  sti'amer  run  in  and 
afterwards  a  .side-wheel  yteanier  ran  out;  neither  were  seen  by  the 
outnide  bltx^kade. 

Octol)er  s.  A  side-wheel  .steamer  nin   in  and  another  wa.s  driven 

by  the  picket  launches;  neither  were  seen  outside, 
^^tol>er  ]l*.  A  bimrkade  runner  nmde  her  appearance  near  Sumter, 
evidently  with  the  intention  of  running  out.  and  went  up  the  harbor 
just  before  the  m<Hm  ro-se. 

Oc'tober  2*i.  A  large  side-wheel  steamer,  running  in,  was  driven 
Bgronnd  off  Moultrie  by  the  picket  launches  and  the  next  day  destroyed 
by  shells  from  the  monitors  aud  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  ^he 
proved  to  be  the  Fhtnt.  A  steamer  also  attempted  to  nm  out,  but 
turned  back. 

Octolier  24.   A  steamer  attempted  to  nin  out,  but  turned  hack. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oljcdient  servant, 

J.    F.    (tREEX, 
Captain  <ind  Senior  Offcer  off  C/utrlenf^yn. 

Kear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrex, 

OomvMnding  South  Atl-antic  Bi<fe/rading  S^uadnni. 


aiier 
^  outsi 
■  Oc 
■tack 

\ 


Orr/^r  of  Rear- Admirai'  DahJfjn^i^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunt/ier 
Lieuieiuint  Stcoiin^  U,  S.  Navy,  to  astfum*-  command  vf  the  U,  S.  S. 
l^idimAs  at  SapeliK 

Flag-Steamer  i*nn*ADELPHiA. 
Pin-t  Royid  ITarlnn;  S.   C,  Oetoht' SL  1S6^. 
Sik:  You  are  hereby  assigned  to  the  comuiand  of  the  l^pdwui^  now 
at  Sapelo,  and  will  repair  thither  by  the  tirst  convenient  ()pportunity. 


38 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC   BLOOKADINO   SQUADBON. 


You  will  expedite  as  much  as  possible  the  work  of  cleaning  her 
>)Ottom,  now  being  performed  by  the  divers. 

He  vigilant  in  observing  the  rebel  movements  in  the  vicinity,  and 
any  attempt  on  the  Lodona  by  torpedoes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral^  Gmady.  South  At1>antic  BlorJcading  Sq^iadron-. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  R.  P.  Swann, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Potonittka^  Pt>rt  Rftyal  Ilarfnf^r^  S.  C 


lyistrihut-fmi  of  VesseJ^  of  tJie  South  Atlantic  Bl'Ockadi/fig  Sqiiadron^ 

N<mend>€T  7,  186^ 


Venel. 


Cunandaigtia 

Do 

•  Maugham 

Pawnee 

Adger 

DafCblng 

Pontlac 

WaroHUtta 

Sonoma 

Flambeau 

Mlngoe 

Laburnum 

Acacia 

Axalea 

Patapaco 

Sangamon 

Catakill 

Nabant 

Home 

•  Bnien 

'Adams 

Clover  

Danclellon 

Geranium 

Glaflfolus 

Ctttalpa  

Amarantbuti 

Hydrnngea 

Bwect  BrltT 

Iris: 

Montauk 

McDonough  

•Smith 

Stetlln 

•  Percy  Drayton  . 

•  Saratoga 

•  Wildcat 

New  Harapehlre  . 

Philadelphia 

Pettlt 

Arolhusa 

Carnation 

•Houghton 

•Or%-etta 

•Sea  Foam 

Cimarron 

Memphis 

Swift 

*:\VllIlam8 

l^ssalc 

WiMablckon 

•  Thunder 

Flag 

Winona 

Jonquil 

•  Fernandlna  — 
Lodona  

•  AHen 

•Griffith 

•BimilUen 


Station. 


Murrell'a  Inlet . 

Georgetown 

CapeRomaln... 

Bull's  Bay 

Charleston 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do   

do 

do 

Stono 

do 

North  Edisto.. 

do 

St.  Helena 

do 

Port  Royal 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Tyboc  Island . . 

do 

do 

do 

Wasaaw  Sound 

do I 

do '  Tender. 

Omabaw 

do 

do 

St.  Cathertnt 

Sapelo 

DoDoy  

Altamaba  . . 
St.  Simon's.. 


Remarks. 


Outidde  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

iHi. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Inside  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Repairing. 


Tender. 
Tender. 


Tender. 


•Sailing  vemi'i. 


,l0HX  A.  Dahuirkn, 
Rear- Admiral,  Viftndg.  South  Atlantic  Blm'kadlmj  Sipnuhtm. 


k/rl  of  Hear-Admiraf  D(ihl<tren^U.  S.  Na/vy^  mtgge»ting  mm*etnentti 
tht^  ocntpaihm  of  the  territory  het^peen  the   Pedrf  and  Santetf 
rn^rn  tut  ft  Invte.fifr  fvrtfwr  <iptfr<itUMttt. 

CoitH<icntial.  I  U.  S.  Flaoshii*  Hauvkht  Moon, 

f 'hiirfeMftru  RtMuh^  Xor<fnJftfr'^y  I8G4- 

Sir:  This  will  Im'  hdiulpd  to  the  Do|mrtim*nt  hv  Mr.  Ward,  who  has 
very  n'contly  lli'd  fmni  his  bcinip  in  South  CHnilitni.  Hf  ivprcsputsto 
me  that  he  lived  at  Kitif^striM' (W'illimiishurj^  County),  on  the  North- 
eastfTit  KnilnmH.  Ii'udiit|r  lUH-tti  from  (!hurloston,  and  has  tonsidomhic 
pniperty  there  in  land  ami  otherwise;  slale.sthat  he  hasnlwavs  Ujen  a 
Union  nuin  and  has  now  ahandoned  home  and  property  rather  than 
Mervo  in  the  relwl  Anny,  whieh  was  about  to  he  forced  on  him  hy  con- 
He  h)W  taken  the  oath  of  aUetrinnee,  and  his  acciuaintunee 


. 


cnpti 


40  80UTH    ATLANTIC   BlOCKADING   SQUADEON. 

with  the  country  where  he  resided  may  l>e  turned  to  eood  account  if 
the  Government  is  disposed  to  the  undertaking.  Mr.  Ward  states  that 
the  rebel  armies  derive  larj^e  supplies  from  his  neighborhood  in  cattle 
and  other  food.  It  is  notorious  that  Georgetown  is  a  principal  rice 
district,  and  the  crop  is  yet  on  the  ground.  Quite  i-ecently  the  boats 
of  the  Pototiiska  destroyed  a  large  quantity  in  the  stack  on  the  Santee. 

By  pa.ssing  up  the  Santee  the  [Northeastern]  Railroad,  which  crosses 
it,  can  be  severed,  for  which  boats  will  be  chiefly  used  in  connection 
with  a  sniiilJ  party  of  cavalry  ascending  the  Pedee  and  its  banks  with 
a  mixed  force.  The  [Wilmington,  Columbia  and  Augusta]  Railroad, 
leading  to  Wilmington,  is  to  be  cut  at  Mai-s  Bluff,  [S.  0.]. 

These  movement,  executed  rapidly,  will  prevent  all  aid  from  Charles- 
ton or  Wilmington  and  permit  the  occupation  of  the  territory  between 
the  two  rivers,  which  may  serve  as  a  base  for  further  operations.  The 
Santee  is  open.  To  enter  the  Pedee,  Georgetown  will  be  first  occupied, 
which  can  certainly  be  done  without  incurring  much  detention,  its 
channel  being  defended  by  a  battery  of  ten  guns,  two  of  which  are 
X-inch. 

This  I  can  venture  an  opinion  upon,  having  already  given  it  much 
attention  and  had  a  reconnoissance  made  with  the  view  chiefly  to 
destroy  the  gunboat  said  to  be  building  up  the  Pedee,  as  well  as  to 
ascertain  how  Florence  could  be  reached  in  case  the  Government  had 
any  idea  of  making  an  attempt  to  release  the  Union  soldiers  held  there 
as  prisoners. 

Mr.  W^ard's  familiarity  with  the  country  and  its  roads  offers  an 
unexpected  facility  which  might  be  turned  to  good  account  at  this 
season,  and,  if  successful,  might  develop  even  better  results  than  those 
which  appear  at  first  sight. 

One  tning  1  would  urge  earnestly — that  entire  secrecy  be  observed. 
It  may  be  set  down  as  equal  to  half  the  force  necessary  otherwise.  I 
believe  all  the  information  that  regards  roads  is  in  possession  of  Mr. 
Ward,  and  I  have  what  is  required  to  enter  the  Santee  and  George- 
town. 

The  season  is  propitious  if  the  action  is  prompt.     I  give  Mr.  Ward 
a  few  lines  of  introtluction  merely,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral^  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai'y  of  the  Na/mf. 


R^ort  of  Rear -Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival 
at  Port  Royal,  S.  CV,  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Lmm. 

No.  547.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Ckarlestim  Rmda^  S.  <?.,  Nfycemher  S^  I864. 
Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  ship  St,  Louis 
arrived  at  Port  Royal  on  the  2d  instant  for  duty  in  this  squadron,  and 
I  enclose  reports  showing  the  condition  of  the  ship. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SqvAid/nm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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of  R*vir'AiIfnirtii  fhihl/jntu  (\  S.  Nmn^^  to  Lieutenant' Com - 
i/tOfUUT  <%n4'tuy  /'.  A'.  Snrtj^  itnuttuindlmj  v.  S.  S.  Dai  Vhijttj^  U> 
prttcvy/  to  *Sf,  Afidrt'if'/t  t<mmd. 

Flag-Steamer  Jf  arveht  Moox, 
rhorU'ston  RtHnh\  S.  C,  N/^retfih^'f  4,  1S64. 

Siu:  You  will  prot-eotl  with  the  Dai  (.'hhitf  to  St.  Andi*ewV,  [{la.), 
ln<l  ivliovo  the  I'.  S.  S.  Mary  Stinford^  n-ri'ivinj?  ht'i*  pilot.  If  she  hiw 
[one.  and  niiy  informutiun  that  ho  iimy  have  to  eoinmiiiiicate. 

]  wish  that  artinty  lOrtv  l>o  encoumjfcfl  anions  the  officers  nnd  crew 
[by  jutiiiious  i'Xpeditions  into  the  inlund  waters  thiit  hit  contiguous,    i 

Very  rpspectfiilly,  yotir  obedient  wprvant, 

J.  A.  DAnLGREN, 
Rt¥ir-Adimroi,  Comthj.  Smith  AtUintu\  Blitekliuj  isqiuulrtm. 

Lieutenant-ConimuTider  J,  C.  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Coiamandlng  U.  S.  S,  Dai  Ching, 


\jit'^frt  o/  RfMir- Admiral  Dtthlgrmt^  U,  S.  Nat*y^  triin»mitiitnj  report 
of  Amtijituut  J'di/iHtMt-er  Tultl4S^  U*  S.  JVtM*i/^  regarding  tA^ttf^ntrtifdojut 
tn  CfutrUttott  Ihirhfr. 

io.  548.]  Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Ckarltifttan  Rmd><.  S.  (\,  Nor^rnhf-r  4^  1.%%. 

Sir:  Since  transmiUinjr  lo  the  Dpimrtim-nt  a  reply  in  rey:ard  to  the 
>b&lnictions  in  the  hurl>or  of  Charleston,  I  have  received  the  enclosed 
>ru  Assistant  PuvnuusliT  Tuttle. 

This  ^ntleman  hti8  lonj;  been  onjjaj<cd  in  the  uatroDomical  depaiir 

^lent  of  Canibridij;r  and  is  a  prartict'd  observer.     With  niy  permission 

i»e  went  to  New  i  ork  to  i>rooure  a  very  powerful  instrument,  at  his 

fown  cost,  and  with  which  ne  observes  the  rcl>el  positions  whenever  the 

aimosj>bere  permits. 

There  havi'  Iwen  rumors  that  oljslruetions  were  in  progress  near  Fort 
^Sumter,  but  (hey  wore  so  indefinite  as  to  require  conHrmation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapeetf ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren. 
RearAdtmrttf^  <\ymdg.  South  Athmtic  Blockudiny  Sgiuidroil, 

Hon.  Gii>Eo.\  Weklkh, 

Secretary  of  the  iV7/.»y. 

[Envlnmin*.] 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 

CharlesU^n  Rmtds,  S.  C,  Ntn^mh^  2^  IS64. 
Sir:  In  ob<'dienre  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing brief  report  of  the   obstructions  in  Charleston  harbor,  seen  by 
me  on  Sunday  afternoon  last. 

Tlie  obstructions  extended  from  the  walls  of  Sumter  to  within  a  short 
-distance  of  Battcrv  liec.  and  for  the  first  *2()0  3-ardM  from  Sumt^'r  eon- 
luiHted  simply  f>f  l»))jrs,  which  have  l>een  frequently  observed  by  me 
uring  the  |>a«t  summer.     Commencing  near  the  extremity  of  the  log:^ 
*  u  succession  of  rafts  and  finoys  about  4  rods  anart  and  extending 
Ito  Batt4»ry  liee.     These  rafts  and  buo3'.s  were  attacned  lo  obstructions 
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below  the  water  and  Ix^tween  theiu,  u.-*  could  Ik?  pluinly  seen  from  Ibe 
rimjU'  on  tho  surfiurr  of  th*'  whUt. 

bonic  4(H)  yards  sonwaid  of  Imoy  No.  3  I  observed  an  obji'rt  rew^ni- 
blinjf  the  liend  of  u  Uuw  barrid  and  havinjj  a  roniral  objoot  alfixed  to 
its  center.  Some  of  the  officers  on  this  vessel  arc  of  opinion  that  it  ia 
u  buoy  placed  there  by  the  L*hiijh  in  1.S63. 

Two  objects  seen  by  me  on  the  I8th  of  August  last  were  not  vi>;ihle 
on  Sundaiy.  These  were  icporti'd  to  you  by  i'aptilin  Harrison,  and  onP 
('onsi.stcd  of  the  whecIhou>c  of  u  steamer,  and  the  other,  ap|)ureiitly.  of 
a  steal n  boiler  in  a  vertical  jMJsition. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  oljodient  servant, 

HoHACE  P.  Ttrm^E, 

Rear- Admiral  .1,  A.  DAin^jRKN. 

i'tnunmndhuj  i^auth  Atlantic  IihH*hulin<j  Squadrott. 


Rcwtrt  of  JJeutenant'Cmnvrand'cr  Madlffnn^U.  S,  Nat*y^  commanding 
11,  S.  S.  Pat^ipacOy  regardimj  1h<  denh-uetioi^  of  n  Iteaclutd  ttlmiji  ttj" 
Fm't  Mituitfi*'. 

U.  S.  luoNCLAD  Stkamkk  Patapsco, 

off  Fort  Waynfr.  Charhnt'tn  IloThoi\  S.  (\,  Swcmhcr  5^  IHG^, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  aiifnal  at  IJ  a.  ui.  of  this  day.  J  opened  fire 
upon  the  small  sloop  that  was  on  the  beach  in  front  of  Fort  \l(mltrie. 
As  1  was  at  anchor  at  the  time,  ami  lying  stern  toward  the  sloop.  1 
coQinienced  iirin^^  with  the  Hf-juniiiider  Dahlgivn  howitzer,  hittinj; 
twice  in  thirteen  shots.  We  were  then  abont*J,7ltO  yards  disLint  from 
tlie  slooj).  I  eonchided  the  150-pounder  rille  would  make  shorter  work 
of  the  destruction  in  view,  on  account  of  the  size  of  its  projectile,  so  I 
got  underway  and  steamed  around  U\  brintr  the  150 -poimder  riHe  into 
play  and  eonuuenced  Hring  with  it  at  the  sUxjp.  1  was  now  fired  up*)n 
tiy  Fort  Moultrie,  the  enemy  usiny  shells  and  shot  which  would  I'or- 
tHJnly  have  hit  this  vessel  had  she  not  l>een  continually  chanj^'ing  her 
position  by  steaminj.^  and  drifting?;  tnie  shell  hurst  neiu-ly  ovi-r  us  and 
two  pieces  struck  the  vessel,  doiny  no  dainayc  bcvond  slavin'.'"  the  ^ig 
slijrhtly  and  brnisin«,''one  of  the  t^>rpedo  spars.  iMndin*.'  us  so  hard  to 
hit.the  enemy  ceased  after  tiriuif  a  few  snots.  \\*heii  1  had  tired  tea 
shots  with  the  iriO-poumler  ritb*  I  anchored  at  my  stati«*n.  in  obedience 
to  signal,  havintf  struck  the  .stoop  once  and  set  her  on  lire.  All  our 
shots  wei-e  yood  line  shiits,  but  beinij  in  a  strong  tideway  it  was  diffi- 
cult U)  keep  the  vessel  steady  so  as  to  pre.serve  our  aim. 

The  destrmtion  of  the  shajp  by  burning  will  Ih-  jierfect.     She  senmi 
to  have  had  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  ttirpentine. 
^^H  1  urn,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^P  John  Madigak, 

^^^  Li^'titftjiajit-Coouutmd^r,  Conifiiandinff  IJ.  S.  S.  Pttfojutco. 

I  Rear-Admirai  .Ioiin  A.  Dahloukn, 

■  OammandtTit;  South  Atlnntiv  Bl^H'lrndimj  Stjuadrtm* 

L 


■ 


I 


tRiidoRiemHiit.] 

Tn  eommunii^ating  the  above  I  beg  leave  to  «iy  to  the  Depaitment 
that  the  work  was  s<t  well  done  that  the  <onHagnitiiui  made  ii  consid- 
erable appearance  at  night.     The  batteries  from  Gregg  had  been  tiring 
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withunt  <'tfoft,  when  I  Kijrnaled  to  the  Pata^mv^*  U>  open  fire,  which 
M  WHfS  iii.iw  HA  alH)Ve  relatfHt. 
H  Very  n'sfiwctfuily. 

H  J.  A.  Uaioxjrex, 

Word. 

■       Uh 

W     Si 


\ Ordvr  of  Rhit' Admiral  DaU<fTefi^  U.  S\  Natfy^  to  ComtMtmUr  T/iomp- 
I      *»H,  /'.  jV.  Al/*'?/,  Ht^iiun'  o^rt-r  iu  fhf  S'fono  Rivt-i\  vr^onftntf  proper 
lfMttti*ru  ttfhuoijH  hi  rieir  irf  vhanfffs  hi  the  rhoniwL 


Flao-Steamek  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Rixtdj*^  A\  6'.,  Nofcmitfr  o^  }f<6^. 
Sir:  I  sent  the  cliit'f  pilitt  to  eximiine  the  channel  at  Stoiio,  and  he 
rept>rtM  t<>  me  that  it  luischanj^ed  ontii-ely  hi  direction  and  bus  iufreased 
in  de[>th. 

I  wiitb  you  to  send  a  competent  otlioer  to  look  into  thin  and  to  the 
proper  htration  of  the  huoyy. 

'Ine  jjilot  stationed  tJiere  se<?inH  to  have  overlooked  tlie  ohan^ 
entirely,  which,  by  the  way,  at  North  Edisto,  has  just  *»ost  the  Gov- 
ernment SSO.iMXt  iu  the  loss  of  a  coal  vessel. 

Yi)u  will  perceive  that  my  General  Order  No.  75  requires  attention 
to  such  unitters. 

Very  respectfully,  y*»ur  obedient  sen'ant. 

,1.  A.  Dahixjren. 
Riwr-Admirfrly  Corndg.  South  AtUtntiA*  IHof^hidfrnj  Sifuadrtm. 

Commander  Ecibert  Thompson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senim'  Offi^^er  in  ih^  Sltmo. 


\ihdfr  ftf  Riar-Admirai  Dahl^rryi^  (I.  S.  J^avi/,  ifo  Lieut^nijit- Oom- 
mander  Sfii/in//^  IT,  S,  Nai'y^  rftjarding  cfmtinved  coftperutif/n  -with 
the  army  in  St.  Juhnn  River. 

FlAG-I^JtEAMER    PFirLADELnilA, 

IWt  Rffyal  Ilarhm'^  S.  C.  ymv>rnh^r7^  ISdlf. 
Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  (lie  3(1.  stating^  that  (leneral  Foater 
hud  given  ordei*s  for  the  evacuation  of  Majjuolia,  [Fla]. 

I  nave  no  comnuiuicatiou  from  fieneral  Foster  un  tlie  subject. 
I     The  opt'ration  in  the  St.  John's  was  purely  niilitary,  and  had  no 
naval  object  beyond  assisting  the  troops. 

You  will  therefore  continue  to  render  the  general  such  aid  as  you 
run  in  maintuiuintr  his  jxisttions  and  his  communioitions.  which.  1  pre- 
sume, will  not  nhice  the  vcsst^ls  in  advance  of  militury  jK>.sitiou;  but  if 
the  ijuestion  arises,  refer  to  mc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlurbn. 
Rt^i^AdtfiirttJ,  Offjndg,  South  Atlantic  Rlockadiny  Squadron. 

hieutcnant-Commander  James  Stillweix, 

OoMdy.  V.  S.  S.  Ottawa f  Senior  Officer  Preseniin  the  St.John''a. 


K^J 
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Order  of  Rmr-Admiral  DaM^fren^    U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain   Oreen, 

U.  S.  Nmyy^  urging  readiv^sa  for  rejyeilmg  attack  upon  picket  hoaU 

by  Confederate  Iwmcheit. 

Flao-Steameb  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  November  7,  186^. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  31at  was  received.  I  notice  the  statements  of 
deserters  that  the  rebels  are  fitting  or  have  fitted  *'four  launches  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  our  picket  Ijoats.'' 

Please  to  niake  this  known  to  the  officers  and  men  of  our  boats,  and 
say  to  them  that  I  shall  be  grievously  disappointed  if  this  design  is 
not  made  to  recoil  on  the  rebels. 

We  have  four  launches  and  five  other  boats.  Let  care  be  taken  to 
have  them  well  manned  and  officered;  have  the  howitzers  loaded  with 
^rape  and  the  muskets  with  buckshot.  Keep  the  four  launches  well 
in  support  of  each  other,  and  the  lighter  boats  so  placed  as  to  prevent 
any  surprise,  not  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  shock,  but  when  the  boats 
are  engaged  to  close  and  use  their  buckshot  with  effect. 

The  tugs  should  have  24-pounder  howitzers  for  the  occasion,  loaded 
with  canister,  and  endeavor  also  to  run  over  the  rebel  boats.  Rifle 
guns  are  of  no  use  in  such  a  m^l^e. 

If  the  attack  is  made,  and  our  men  win,  I  should  value  it  above  all 
things. 

With  the  canister  and  buckshot  should  go  the  bowie  knife;  rifles, 
shells,  and  swords  are  less  useful  for  such  an  occasion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Oahloben, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron-. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Senior  Officer  Preaent  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Da hlgren^  U.  S.  Navy^  transmitting  sainple 
of  rope  cut  from  a  buoy  taken  up  in  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

No.  556.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal.  Harbor,  S.  C, ,  November  5,  1864^. 

Sir:  1  transmit  a  sample  of  rope  cut  from  a  buoy  iost  taken  up. 

1  had  gone  out  of  the  roads  to  examine  more  closely  the  locality  and 
track  whereby  the  blockade  runners  pass  and  was  near  to  one  of  the 
wrecks,  close  into  Long  Island,  when  a  floating  object  was  perceived 
which  looked  like  a  torpedo.  It  was  picked  up,  and  on  examination 
found  to  l>e  precisely  similar  to  the  floating  torpedoes,  but  had  neither 
fuze  nor  powder,  which  puzzled  mo  a^*  to  its  purpose. 

On  cutting  the  rope  attached  to  it  there  was  found  a  wire  rope 
within,  from  which  was  taken  the  inclosed  sample;  it  is  evidently 
intended  to  convey  a  galvanic  current  and  was  floated  by  buoys. 

It  must  have  required  a  great  force  to  part  this  rope,  and  was 
probably  done  by  some  steamer  passing  out  of  the  usual  course. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  communica- 
tion was  with  some  one  of  the  fixed  torpedoes,  and  if  so,  most  probably 
with  one  that  is  said  to  have  been  lately  put  down  near  Sumter. 
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The  telegraphic  wire.s  aiv  uU  Hunkon  on  the  lM>ttom.  as  reported  by 
erters  who  have  had  to  do  with  them, 

T  have  the  honor  to  1k^,  very  res|)eetfiilly,  your  obedieut  servant, 

J."  A.  Dahi.4;ukn, 
Jiiiar- Admiral^  Comdg,  .S(/wM  Atlantic  Blfjckadin<j  Sf/uadnfn. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nitwy, 


'ie^ort  of  Rear-Adrniral  Diihlgren,  U,  S.  Nary^  regardm*j  a  system  of 
escape  fi^r  Union  prisanfn't. 


[No.  567 — Confidential.] 


Flao-Steameb  Philadelphia, 


I 


Sik:  Three  of  our  officers  and  ont'  noni-oiDinisAioned  officer  have 
yxA  rejw'hed  this  s<iiiadron  from  Charleston.  Ten  refugees  f4tme  with 
them. 

It  appears  that  a  regular  system  t)f  escaping  is  orgjmized  for  thtwo 
who  can  |»y.  Several  i>ei-Mons  are  ooncerned  who  pnn^un!  papers  of 
various  kinds  and  clothes,  which  not  only  get  the  favored  parties*  from 
among  the  prisoners  at  some  convenient  opportunity,  hut  even  protect 
them  against  couseription,  and  finally  they  arts  brought  iiwuy  in  Ijoat'^. 
I  have  ricen  the  jja|>ers  and  it  is  evident  tfiat  they  are  excellfiit  forger- 
ies, or  else  some  officials  are  concerned.  Sentinels  ou  picket  muat 
connive  too. 

The  sum  i>aid  by  each  tvb*  $250. 

At  this  time  there  are  some  forty  more  on  hand  to  come,  and  all  are 
out  of  prison.  These  just  escaped  agree  that  if  they  got  off  safely 
four  shells  should  be  fired  int<>  the  town  in  rapid  succession  to-night 
between  8  and  l^  o'clock,  which  will  be  done. 

It  is  all  important  to  those  who  are  to  escape  that  this  should  be 
strictly  secret,  and  I  have  therefore  marked  this  coufidential. 

T  enclose  a  paper  of  the  4th  instant. 

1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Re*trAdwtra!„  Cttmdy.  Smtth  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqnadnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SeiTfitary  of  thu  ydt*y. 


Ordrr  ff  litvir- Admiral  DafdqrefU  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Conivuii}d<'r  Prthlfi, 
U,  S.  Aflf'y,  com/nandiuff  tl.  S.  Ship  St.  ioniy,  to  proceed  to  duty 
*n  North  SduU). 

I^Yao-Stkamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royid  JItirfHn\  S.  C,  Novemljer  8,  186 4. 
Sne;  Your  orders  of  the  3d  in.stant  to  i^roceed  to  Doboy  and  relieve 
the  Kthitu  A/lfin  avG  hereby  revoked,  aad  you  will  procc^ed  to  North 
Edisto  with  the  <S7.  L'^ifis  under  your  command  and  relieve  the  IJ.  8. 
*S.  tSftttin^  receiving  from  Lioutenunt  Van  Alstiue  anv  information 
I  which  may  l>e  useful  to  vou  in  doing  blockade  duty  at  that  place. 

Ou  your  arrival  off  tlie  tmr  at  North  Kdisto,  you  will  receive  on 
board  F'leet  Pilot  HatTards.  who  will  pilot  your  vessel  inside.     If  he  is 
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not  tl»«re.  anchor  iind  wait  for  liiiii,  or  k*^ep  underway',  an  your  judg- 
ment niiiy  boist  direct. 

Very  rpspcctfully.  yuur  olK-dient  .servant, 

J.  A.  OAHunucK, 
Hfttr-Adiftirtr/,  (-omd^j.  South  Athintlc  Biovkadlntj  S<pMdrvfu 

Commander  (jeoroe  Henry  Treble.  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cwmnnjidimj  (J.  *9.  StU2>  St.  Luuw. 


I 


rt  iff  Captain  Greeny  U.  S.  Navy,  reffarfUntj  thetucape  ofahUtck- 

ode  rttnner  intt>  CfuxrUsU/n^  Ntfi^efuWr  7,  /<%'4*   "  _^ 

U,  8.  Sloop  John  Adaha,  ^^ 

Sir:  1  have  rospt'otfuUy  to  inform  you  tbiit  u  lar^t^dide-whcol  stoanier 
ran  into  the  port  of  Charleston  on  the  7ti»  in^stant  at  a^wut  1  o'clock 
a.  111.  She  wn.s  seen  and  fired  upon  by  several  of  the  out**ide  blork- 
ading  vessels,  anil  also  liy  ibe  huinche.H  inside.  The  hitter  tired  fortv- 
onc  .shot  at  her,  many  of  them  iit  a  distance  n(tt  exceeding  100  yards, 
and  were  heard  to  strike  her. 

The  picket  monitors  and  tugs,  so  far  as  J  have  learned,  did  not  tire 
a  gun. 

The  re}X)rts  of  coTumandtng  officers  in  relation  to  their  proceedings 
on  the  occasion  will  be  forwarded  to  yon  jis  soon  as  tboy  are  received. 

I  enclose  herewith  Lieutenant-Commander  Luce's  report  *  of  a  •^heil 
tired  from  Battery  Murshall  vestei'day  morning,  which  struck  and 
exploded  on  board  of  the  Prntfinc,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  his 
crew,  and  slightly  damaging  the  vessel, 

AI.Nt)  Carpeut4'r  Thomas's  reix>rt  f  of  the  thimagci*  sustained  by  the 
T\mtf'm\ 

I  do  not  think  the  injury  as  serious  as  Caq>enter  Thomas  represents, 
but  it  will  l>e  necessar\  for  the  PnnttaeXjo  go  to  PortKoyal  as  early  as 
convenient  to  have  her  deck  und  hawse  hole  repaired,  and  to  have  a 
guard  put  on  the  cutwater  in  lieu  of  the  displaced  casting,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  a  new<'asting  should  Iw  ordered  trom  the  North.  There  is 
a  .spare  hawse  hole  in  good  condition  on  the  same  side  as  the  one  that 
is  injured. 

A  torpedo  craft  was  seen  from  Cumming's  Point  this  forenoon, 
moving  about  in  the  vicinity  of  C'astle  Pinekney. 

The  brigrA  W.  Spencet\  of  and  from  Philadelphia,  with  -495  tons  of 
coal  for  the  navy,  arrived  off  the  bar  yesterdav.  Her  rudder  is 
daumged,  ami  I  >hall  have  her  brought  inside  for  discharge  when  the 
bar  will  admit  of  it. 

The  rudderhead  of  the  GlndUffutt  i.s  split,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
send  her  to  Poit  Uoyal  to  have  it  repaired,  although  her  service*;  here 
are  verv  much  needed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Hen-ant. 

J.  K.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senim'  Ojffcff  off  C/t<tr/^t^w. 

r-Admind  J.  A.  Dahi^.rkn, 
Comdy,  Souf/i  Atftintir  iiiorkiKUn^  Squudi'Wi^  Purt  Royol^  S,  C, 

♦Seep.  Bl.  t  See  p.  62. 
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fOrd<^r  t/jt'  the  Sccrfturt^  i>f  tht?  Na^yy  to  tfu)  twntiutnf/arti  of  the  noi>y 
I  yard^  Ntfic  YorA',  re/jardlnfj  thf  f,  S.  hark  tHejnHhol'. 

Navy  nKi'ARTMKNT.  ytnuinher  9^  1%%, 
Sib:  Dii'ect  the  U.  S.  bark  Ot^ffitM-  to  proceed  U>  Port  Koyal,  S.  C, 
and  roport  to  K»^ir- Admiral  Diihljj-ren  for  duty,  taking  auy  stores  that 
Mhe  can  carry  for  that  sciuiulritn. 
Very  respeotfuily,  etc., 

Ctidfx)n  Welle-s 

Secretary  of  ike  N(tf&y. 
Ucar-Adniiral  Hiham  Paui-dino, 

VoHtmundunt  Naey  Yard-^  New  York, 


I 


J^ttirr frtfin  Rf^tr- Admiral  /M/d*jr*:n^  (\  iS.  Xamf.  to  Major- General 
Ftmt^rr^  l\  S.  Army,  rttjardinf}  th^  rtcmontl  of  fih«tructimi  in  Savan- 
nah River,  t<»  ftwdi(at€  the  trftnnfer  ofnirl-  mid  trottnded  .yo/diers 
Jh'tu  thf  JVorth. 

FLAO-STBL^JfER    PlIlLADELIMlIA, 

Port  Royu/  Ildrfntr^  S.   C,  A'ot'emhfr  9^  /6'6'4. 

(rKNEkAi.:  1  huw  HTvivt'd  yours  of  the  7tli  instant,  nnnn'stiiij;  that 
Captain  Ston**  1k^  instructed  tn  rcuiovf  the  chain  vixh]v.  that  is  now 
a*-ros»*  the  Savannah  Uiver.  in  ordtM*  to  avrnd  thr  time  and  trouhlw  of 
trausferrinjf  thr*  j*irk  and  wounded  AohlierH.  whoaro  expeeted  from  the 
North,  etc. 

1  shall  send  an  order  to  Captain  Stone  U}  that  eiTeet;  at  the  same 
time  I  wish  U*  draw  your  attention  U*  thr  advisal>h'.nesH  of  doing  noth- 
ing that,  by  inference  or  otherwise,  can  enlighten  the  rebels  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  obstructions  that  remain  there,  or  the  facility  with  which 
they  may  br  pvised;  iH'muse  it  is  with  dithcult}'  thai  I  am  able  to 
MtH-kade  the  different  entrance?*  along  the  coast,  and  the  force  at  Savan- 
nah Kiver  would  be  tjuile  insuflicient  without  the  oKstnictions,  which 
may  be  much  less  real  than  supposed. 

I  should  have  if^commended  the  use  of  the  Wilmington  Kiver  and 
St.  Augustine  Creek  for  the  purpose  of  exchange,  which  ai'e  uuite  as 
eonvenu^nt  for  access  by  wat4'r  to  Savannah.  There  the  bhK'kade  is 
made  strong  by  an  ironclad,  and  will  bear  any  notice  which  the  rebels 
might  have  an  MpjK>rtunity  of  l>estowing. 

The  steamers  could  meet  at  Wilmington  Island. 
Very  re*n>ectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiujren, 
Rrttr- Admiral  J  Cbindtj,  South  Aflanfic  Btockadimj  Stjuadrrm, 

Major-General  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army, 

Conudy.  Dept.  of  th^  SmUK  Headtpiartera^  UilUm  Hettd, 


1 


t Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dnhlyren^  U.  S.  iVrtvy,  io  Lieutenami-Cmn- 
manaer  Sfmu-^  U.  S,  Navy^tH}mmandi-mj  U,  S.  S.  Citnarrofi^  for' the 
remmsil  if  chain  tHihU  in  tha  Surminoh  River. 

Ki^C-StEAMEH   PHn^ADELI'IUA, 

Port  Roytil  lhn'}mi\  S.  {'..  Xot:trmhcr9,  ISO'.'f. 
Sir:  (feuei*al  Foster  wishes  to  have  the  chain  cable  renioveil  which 
lis    now  Across  the   Savannah    River  above   Fort  Pulaj^ki^  in  order 
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that  the  "steamer  daily  expected  from  the  North,  with  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  for  exchange^  may  pass  up  that  river,  thus  saving  the 
time  and  trouble  of  transferring  the  soldiers  to  light-draft  steamers.^ 
You  will  therefore  proceed,  with  such  means  as  you  have  from  the 
Cimarron^  Memphis,  and  Williams^  to  remove  the  chain  referred  to 
by  General  Foster,  and  cause  the  channel  to  be  buoyed  through  the 
obstructions. 

I  desire  to  have  no  more  done  than  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  the 
passage  of  our  steamers,  as  I  consider  the  obstructions  useful  to  our- 
selves, particularly  as  the  force  which  I  can  spare  for  the  Savannah 
Kiver  is  not  strong,  and  the  rebels  have  an  ironclad  above. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloben, 
Hear- Aditiiral^  Comdy,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Stone, 

Comd^,  U.  S.  S.  Chnarron,  Seniar  Officer  Present^  Tybee. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahl^jren,  U.  S.  2^avy^  to  Lieutenant  Mahan^ 
U.  S.  No'iyy^  to  a«»ume  temporary  cmnmand  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Potmnska 
andpi'oceed  off  Charleston. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  Norenxher  10,  J86^ 
Sir:  You  will,  without  delay,  assume  temporary  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Potomjfka  and  proceed  immediately  to  the  anchorage  off 
Charleston  and,  on  your  arrival,  reiwrt  to  the  senior  officer  present 
for  duty. 

On  being  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  Potomska  by  Acting  Master 
Montell,you  will  consult  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews,  com- 
manding the  naval  battery,  relative  to  the  supplies  necessary,  and 
furnish  such  as  can  he  procured  at  Charleston,  after  which  you  will 
return  to  this  anchomge  and  report  your  arrival  to  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admh'al,  Comdy.  South  Athmtic  Blochading  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  A.  T.  Mahan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Plag-Steamer  Phil-adelphia. 


Ordf^r  of  Renr-Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Grtien^ 
U.  S,  Navy^  regarding  the  examination  and  ai^positUm  of  wrecks  of 
hltjckade  runners  off'  Long  Island. 

Flagship, 

Pm-t  Royal,  S.  C,  XovenJ^-r  10,  I864. 

Sir:  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Churchill  will  report  to  you  in 
order  to  examine  the  wrecks  of  the  blockade  runners  on  Long  Island. 

If  it  is  iK>ssible  to  raise  or  bring  awaj'  any  one  of  tlics(^  let  it  be  done; 
if  not,  let  such  of  their  contents  be  secured  as  may  Ik*  worth  it. 

Please  to  give  the  diving  vessels  a  tow  when  asked  for  and  such  aid 
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H3  IUU3'  l>e  nocdod.     I  Khotild  winh  tbo  divers  to  report  their  ])rojrrcs8 
^ftt  the  eHrti(>st  date. 

H  Very  respeotfully,  your  ohcdient  8crviint, 

H  .1.  A.  Dahloren', 

^P  Rrar-A*lmrr<tK  (Jomihj,  Smith  Atlantic  BhH'l'adintf  Stptadnm. 

B    C^ptttin  Joseph  F.  (Jrkkn, 
^^  Srnt/ff  ^(ffitcf  off'  Charl^Um. 

■    3 

■add 
Vfitrc 


etterfrom  Secretary  of  the  JVavy  in  Tit ar^ Admiral  F}ahl<iren^  iZS, 
Navy^  tratittmitti/n^  mfortnation  regtttdhig  Fort  JfcAl^tater. 

Navy  Department,  Xoivmfffr  10^  186^. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  eopy  of  ii  letter,*  dated  the  2iUh  instjint, 
[addressed  to  the  Depurtmcnt  Iiy  V.  W.  Tliompson,  es(i.,  ,V2  South 
stre<^t.  New  Vorlc,  givinji^  the  reports  of  two  nienibers  of  his  family. 


I 


who  have  recently  arrived  from  (reorgia,  regarding,'  the  military  forces 
at  certain  points  near  Savannah.  Mr.  Thompson  is  unknown  to  me. 
A  few  months  sim:f^  he  announced  that  he  himself  had  esraped  from 
(leorffia  and  communicated  to  the  Department  information  as  to  matters 
fal^mt  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wei.lks, 

SecreUity  oft/u-  Na^y. 
Rcar-Admiral  »Ino.  A.  Daiiuiren. 

IC^nm<indi7i(f  South  Atl-anti^  Biockfidhtg  SquadnM*. 


[H^port  of  Rettr-Admirai  DtihUir^-n^  ('.  S*  Xtrvt/,  regardiiuj  pU 
jtdnt  oj}fr<ilumM  tujain^t  tfu-  dufeuSeH  of  Chorlet<t<m, 


hiiJt  frrr 


io.  55H.J 


FlaO-StEAMER    PHn^DKI.PHlA, 

Ptrri  Royal  Uarh^^  S.  C,  Mrt^ember  10,  J864. 
Sir:  In  tmn'imitting  the  plan  and  Hescriptinn  of  the  defenses  of 
(_'hurIe-ston  the  departure  of  thf^  mail  did  not  allow  of  further  remark.s 
at  the  time:  otherwise  1  should  have  referred  to  u  previous  aajftjeslion 
conti-niplatinj; another  form  uf  atUnk. 

The  city  of  Charleston  Is  I'nlircly  under  the  control  of  .Tann\>J  Island, 
which  is  not  only  fortified  hy  water  toward  the  harhor,  but  in  all  other 
din-ction-^  is  also  stronf,'ly  entrenched  and  ^'urrisonecl. 

For  thi.s  reason  it  was  under  considemtion  at  one  tinu*  by  (ienenil 

(fillmon^  and  myself  to  opcrat**  there,  he  movinj;  from  Morris  Island 

^apiinstthe  nearest  corner  of  the  island,  where  Is  Kort  Johnson,  and 

B  the  vessels  cooi>eratingr  on  the  same  point.    The  possession  of  the  works 

must  have  led  to  a  p;i"arliml  advanci-  alonj:  the  island. 

But  attiick  is  also  ft'n>il)lf  on  the  opposite  side  of  ilie  harbor.  The 
^L  ooeupntion  of  Mount  IMeasantby  otir  f{»rees  would  eouipol  thoabandon- 
H  nient  of  Sullivan's  Island  by  mere  blockade,  and  would  also  eomniiuid 
H  the  site  of  the  city  more  promptly  than  by  an  advance  on  dames  Islrind, 
H  because  there  are  ito  works  there  exi*ept  one  toward  Sullivan's  Island 

*  Letter  tftate^  that  Fart  McAllifftiT  it*  withimt  a  gttrnwxi  nii'l  .Nii^geHLs  itj«  nipture. 

N  w  K    vo^  16 + 
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and  another  at  Haddrell's  Point,  both  near  the  water  and  looking  only 
that  way,  without  any  l)earing  inland  at  all. 

With  a  moderate  land  force  only  this  last  would  be  most  advlHable. 
Part  of  the  troops  could  be  landed  at  Bull's  Bay,  whence  there  is  a  good 
road  for  some  15  miles;  part  would  enter  the  inlet  seaward  of  Sullivan^s 
Island,  seize  Long  Island,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  navy,  land  in  the 
rear  of  Sullivan's  Island,  join  the  force  coming  from  BulFs  Bay,  and 
occupy  Mount  Pleasant. 

This  would  cut  off  Sullivan's  Island  by  land.  The  irom^lads  would 
do  the  same  bv  water,  while  the  principal  part  of  the  land  and  naval 
force  would  advance  towaH  the  city,  keeping  them  on  that  side  of  the 
harbor. 

A  few  days  must  lead  to  the  possession  of  the  city,  and  then  James 
Island  being  accessible  at  its  narrowest  part,  by  the  Wappoo,  both 
from  the  Ashley  and  Stono  rivers,  must  sooner  or  later  compel  the 
retirement  of  the  rebels  from  James  Island,  or  else  risk  the  loss  of 
their  troops,  as  well  a.s  of  the  island. 

This  operation  would  require  30,000  to  50,000  good  men,  Ix'cause  it 
is  reasonable  to  admit  that  the  present  small  force  of  the  rebels  would 
receive  large  ailditions. 

Still,  we  nave  the  unquestioned  advantage  of  being  able  to  bring  here 
additional  forces  more  promptly  in  the  present  position  of  the  main 
armies.  Hood  nmst  pass  around  Sherman  in  order  to  give  any  aid, 
and  (icneral  Grant  equally  ob.s' ructs  the  road  from  Richmond. 

The  present  time  is  in  every  way  favorable;  and  if  the  winter  is  to 
keep  the  men  in  the  lines  to  the  northwanl,  it  appears  to  me  that  no 
more  judicious  or  effective  campaign  could  be  devised  than  might  be 
carried  on  here,  for  its  success  would  enter  a  wedge  between  the  two 
extremes  of  what  is  left  of  the  rebellion  and  develop  possibilities  that 
might  be  improved  by  General  Sherman  into  a  great  advantage. 

Limiting  the  view*  to  Charleston,  1  feel  confident  that  the  result 
would  be  satisfactory,  and  would  therefore  advise  the  operation. 
What  action  might  afterwards  be  most  advisable  would  appear  subse- 
quently. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Cow dij>  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretanj  of  the  JVavt/. 


RejH^H  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlaren^  U.  S.  N(wy^  tranmnttim  repttrts 
reffarding  camtaltiin  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Pontia^frfmit^jylosionofsliell 
fired  from  Battery  MarxlmU^  Sullivan'^  Jnhwd. 

No.  500.]  Fla{;-Steamkk  Phit^uelpiiia, 

JWt  Royal  llarlmr.  S.  6'.,  JVovfmhi'r  10,  186^. 
^  Sir:  I  have  to  infoi-m  the  Department  that  the  day  after  I  left 
Charleston  for  this  phice  the  Pontiac  received  a  shcir  forward,  the 
explosion  of  which  killed  5  men  and  wounded  7  others  slightly,  one  of 
whom  has  .since  died,  i  enclc-io  the  reports  of  Ijicutenant-(3oinmander 
Luce  and  Acting  A.ssistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  Sherfy,  which  state  the 
details  at  length. 
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I  ix\ryo  endow?  tho  report  of  Carpi?ntov  Thomas,  showing  tho  extent 
of  dumaj^ea.  which  1  urn  informed  are  probably  not  so  great  as  repre- 
fcentiMl;  still,  it  will  he  neeessary  for  the  Ptmliar  to  come  to  Port 
lioynl  to  repair,  whieh  jjive^  me  some  eoncern  at  tliis  time,  ils  there 
are  now  ht^re  f  nir  of  the  best  blo<rka4iers  for  tlie  same  i)nrpose,  and  at 
Icttrit  one  uioi'e  that  needs  re[>air. 

The  DejMirtment  will  iH'reeive  b^'  the  above  that  the  atti^mpts  to 

■  effect  the  close  bloekade  nereunavoulahly  oxi>os<*  our  vessels  to  oitsiml- 
tie»  from  the  enemy's  shot,  strikin|(  in  shoal  water,  and  even  fouling 
proficllei-s,  but  that  the  ves.sels  that  go  in  to  violate  the  blockade  wiU 

tnot  siiccffd  without  great  risk. 
On  the  same  night  that  the  Pontiuc  was  struck,  ii  large  sivle-wheel 
steamer  ran  the  blockade  atxmt  10  o'clock,  tjiking  advantage  of  the 
oKsc-urity  caused  by  the  weather. 
H      She  was  fired  upon  bv  seveiul  of  tho  outride  blorkading  vessels, and 
B&lso  by  the  launches  inside.    The  latter  are  rcport<?d  to  have  tired  forty- 
one  stiol  at  her.  many  of  them  at  a  distance  not  exceeding  150  yard», 
and  were  heard  to  strike  her. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  this  boat  organi/jition  is  rendering  giKxl  H*'r\'- 
ice.     They  arc  pushed  up  well  in  ad\anee  and  are  supported  by  tugs, 

■  whirh,  in  this  instance,  however,  failed  to  tire  a  gun, 
I  have  had  some  <litKculty  in  (r<)llecling  the  number  of  luigi'  lH>afa 
which  are  assigned  to  this  duty.  Iiecause  steamers  are  not  generally 

■  provided  with  the  largest  ela.ss  t)f  launches. 
The  two  which  were  last  sent  me  by  the  Bureau  are  highly  spoken 
of  as  most  excellent  l>oat-*.  but  four  others  which  were  required  Inive 
not  reached  me  yet.     I  wish  very  much  that  I  had  a  dozen  such,  with 
men  sufficient  to  man  them. 

If  1  had  a  thousantl  well-disciplined  marines  I  would  oc<^ui>y  Long 
Island,  which  is  next  to  Sullivan's  Island,  and  thereby  reduce  the 
chances  of  blockade  runnei-s  getting  in  to  a  very  low  figure. 

It  is  rt?iH»rted  lo  mt'  that  a  torpedo  craft  was  se^'U  from  CummingV 
^Point  this  morning,  moving  in  the  vicinity  of  Castle  Pinckney. 
H  1  have  the  honor  to  be*  very  resp<H:tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H  J.  A.  Dahuikkn, 

^K  R^r-Admirai^  (hvuhj.  Sotith  AtUiiUlc  Rlockad'mg  SqimdiHiu. 

H     Hon.  Gn>EON  Wklle-h, 

^B  Secretary  of  tfw  Xavy. 

^^^^^  [Encltimrui.] 

^^K  U.  S.  8.   PONTIAC, 

^^^  Of  Charlestmu  S,  C,  ^\w€mher  7,  ISfU. 

H  Admibal:  It  is  with  painful  regret  that  I  find  myself  obliged  to 
inform  you  that,  while  engaged  this  morning  in  picking  uji  our  anchor. 
slipped  to  go  in  pursuit  of  a  l)lockade  runner,  Mtittery  Marshall  o]H'ned 
fire  on  us,  and  a  shell  from  a  rifled  gun  exploding  on  the  forecastle, 
killed  4  of  the  crew  and  wounded  7  others,  besides  1  officer  slightly. 

Obsening  the  first  few  shells  to  explode  fur  short,  I  took  no  fur- 
ther notice  of  the  l»att<»rVi  but  contiiuied  my  etforts  to  ^et  the  end  of 
our  chain.  We  got  hold  of  the  buoy  rope,  when  suddenly  a  shell 
from  the  Imtterv  struck  the  bow  just  over  the  port  hawse  pipe.  It 
penetrated  the  Fiulwarks,  struck  the  ff>recastli'  deck,  and  exploded, 
scattering  dcstnjction  on  everv  side.  Fi*agments  of  the  iron  hawse 
pijie  and  two  hand  grenades  (t^e  latter  exploded  by  the  concussion) 
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lent  their  aid  to  increase  the  sad  mortality.  These  grenades  had  been 
placed  in  a  rack  on  the  forecastle  bulwarks  for  the  convenient  use  of 
the  forward  lookouts.  Striking  the  deck,  the  shell  knocked  a  hole 
through  into  the  yeoman's  storeroom,  throwing  fragments  of  the  plank 
and  shell  below,  but  causing  no  material  damage.  Our  buoy  rope  was 
cutaway,  and  with  it  the  end  of  the  chain  lost.  Not  deeming  it  prudent 
to  remain  longer  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  battery,  I  stcttmra  down 
for  the  outside  squadron  and  anchored. 

Just  al>out  the  time  wc  were  struck  a  rain  squall  passed  over,  which 
shut  out  the  land  from  view,  so  1  am  in  hopes  the  enemy  did  not  see 
anything  of  the  etfects  of  his  shot. 

On  examming  the  "bows  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  damage,  the 
metal  casting  which  forms  the  gripe  of  the  stem  and  acts  as  a  guard  to 
the  forward^  rudder  was  discovered  to  be  broken;  how  or  in  what 
manner  it  became  so,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  determine. 

Mr.  Thomas  has  made  an  examination  of  the  injuries,  and  will,  I 
presume,  report  through  Captain  Green. 

1  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon's  report  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Luce, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Admiral  John  A.  Dahix3Ren, 

Gmrnnandin^  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqti^idron, 


U.  S.  S.  PONTIAO, 

Off  CharlesUm,  November  8^  186^. 

Sir:  The  following  is  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  resulting  from 
the  fire  of  Battery  Marshall,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  upon  this  vessel  at 
7  o'clock  a.  m.  yesterdaj-: 

luUed. — James  McLaughlin,  boatswain's  mate,  and  his  body  lost 
overboard;  Matthew  J.  Summers,  first-class  boy;  L.  F.  Brown,  John 
McDaniel,  Kdward  Lynch,  landsmen.     Total,  5. 

Wounded. — Charles  Nelson,  captain  of  forecastle,  very  severely,  died 
this  morning;  Thomas  Connor,  seaman,  contusion  over  the  right 
scapula,  with  fracture  thereof,  and  lung  implicated,  severe;  John 
McUonough,  landsman,  seriously  in  the  right  leg,  compound  fracture; 
Richard  Ervingham,  ordinary  senman,  not  severe,  contusion  inside  the 
right  thigh;  Tlioo.  fE.]  I^awton,  ensign,  contusions  on  the  right  leg, 
not  severe;  William  Andrews,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion  left  hand 
and  loft  side,  not  severe;  P.  G.  Johnson,  landsman,  contusion  right 
shoulder,  not  severe.  Total,  7.  Whole  number  13,  injured  and 
killed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Sherft, 
Aetinfj  Atmiftfant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-C/ommander  S.  B.  Luce, 

Cmmnanding  U.  S.  S.  Pfm.tiu<% 


Morris  Islanp,  South  Carolina,  A^ovemher  6  [/],  186J^ 
In  compliance  with  vour  order,  1  have  examined  the  damage  done  to 
the  gunboat  Pontiac  by  a  shell  from  Fort  Marshall,  S.  C,  and  find 
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that  the  t^\w\\  entered  tho  jwrt  hawse  hole  and  exploded  nt  the  instant 
it  did  so,  therehv  df.strovirig  the  hawse  pipe  and  t<'arin^  up  tfie  thick 
work  i>f  the  deck  amidships,  and  injurinij  the  huhvarkn  and  main  iiiil 
on  the  8tavlM>ttrd  bow.  I  also  tind  tlie  ea-stitig  that  eonneets  the  stem 
in  the  k*'el  brokeu  and  the  lower  part  gone.  The  dainafje  is  aerious, 
I  and,  in  my  o])inion.  the  ve^Hel  will  have  to  \h^  docked  in  order  to  prop- 
[j»il_v  reoair  it. 

\>n'  resjK»<'tfiiUy 

J.  G.  Thomas, 

Captuin  .1.  F.  Green. 

>Sefiuff  ((jffct^r  off'  CharU'stoH^  S.  C. 


Ord^  of  Rear- Admiral  I)ahlgr*m^  U,  5,  Nofvy^  to  Luntierujni- Cm/i- 
fnaniftT  Jjt^wis^  U,  S.  -iVajf'y,  to  astnime  rattwiattf/  of  naral  foj'ct'n  in 
Tybt*-  R^Hidii. 
,  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia. 

Port  Royni  ITarhiv,  S,  t\,  Nm'f^nJn^r  13,  JS6i. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  tt>  Tvlw^e  Roads  in  theU.  S,  S.  HarrrKt  MfMut 
and  R-sfiimie  the  eominand  of  the  naval  forces  .stntioned  there,  earryin)jf 
out  any  unexeeuted  orders  which  may  have  been  traiiMmitted  to  Cap- 
ti»iu  Stone  and  receivinj;  from  him  such  information  b8  may  be  use- 
ful while  doin^  duty  there. 

On  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  .Tohn.-son  you  will 
give   him  all   the  necesyary  information   and  transfer  the  command 
to  him.     After  which  you  will  return  in  the  Jlnrvesf  Afoo/t  to  this 
L anchorage  and  resume  your  dutie:5  on  the  yaniurket. 
\Q.ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,1.  A.  Daiilgrek, 
Bear-Admiral^  Comdg.  Sfmth  Atlantic  Blmhtdimj  Sqimdron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Vominandimj  U.  S.  Ironciad  Nantttck^, 


RefHtrt  of  Rear- Admiral  DaldgreTt^  U,  S.  NatTy^  in  Hie  matter  of  the 
removal  (ftjw  chain  acrfM/t  f)u!  fsawmnah  Rifver  for  the  paesoffe  of 
Confsd-e-ratt:  jtrUtmers  for  euvlutn<fe. 

[No.  567,]  Flao-Steamkr  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  JVimfrnlter  13,  1864- 
Sir:  A  numljer  of  larfje  steamerH  arrived  here  on  the  11th  instant, 
►  conveying  ttick  and  wounded  rcl>eLi  to  exchange  at  Savannah  for  our 
own  .-wjldiers  who  were  prisoners. 

A  few  davrt  previously  General  Foster  informed  me  that  an  exchange 
was  a>H)ut  to  take  place  in  Savannah  River  and  anked  lue  to  give 
orders  for  the  removal  of  the  chain  that  connects  the  ol>structions.  I 
did  so.  htit  aj)pii>e<l  him  that  it  would  have  been  advisable  to  exchange 
in  Wa>i«iw,  by  way  of  Wibuin^tun  River  and  St.  Aujjustino  Creek, 
[Gji.j,  as  the  relwLs  would  li*urn  from  the  pa-ssa^'e  of  the  obstruftions 
that  they  were  not  now  a  very  etfective  barrier,  and  give  troul>lc*  as  I 
could  not  keep  a  strong  force  there  and  they  had  an  ironclad  above. 
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Our  force  now  there  is  the  Clitiarrmx^  with  a  disabled  boiler;  the 
MemphU,  with  a  poor  battery,  and  a  moilar  schooner. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  navy  be  consulted  on  such  occasious  as 
that  mentioned  above. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 
Rear- Admiral,  Cmadg,  South  Atlantic  BlockadinKf  Sqtuxdnni. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlw.  j^ai>y. 


I^iMrthuthm  ttf  vennd^  of  tlie  Smith  Atlanti-c  Rlockading  Sqtiadron, 

November  15,  186J^. 


Vessel. 


SUtlon. 


MurreU'fl  Inlet . 

Canaiidalgua ,  Georgetown 

Do '  CaiMJ  Rumain . . . 

'Manfrtiam Bull's  Bay 

Pawnee \  Charleston 

Adger do 

Wnmsulta do 

Pomiau do 

Sonoma do 

Flambeau do 

Potoniska do 

Sanlord do 

Ijabumum do 

Azalea do 

Pataufco do 

CatHkill I do 

Montauk do 

N&hant | do 

Hume I do 

•Bruen I do 

•  Adams I do 

•Orvetta do 

Geranium ' do 

Ainaranthus ' do 

Catalpa ' do 

Hydrangea ' do 

DalTodll do 

iria do 

Clover ' do 

Sanxamon ' do 

McDouough I  Stnno 

♦Smith I do 

Sweet  Brier do 

•WllliBms do 

St.  Louis 1  North  Edtsio... 

Percy  Drayton do 

•Saratoga J  St.  Helena 

Stettin , do 

•Wild  Cat do 

•New  Hamiwhire I  Eprt  Royal 

Philadelphia do 

Pet  tit I do 

ArethuHa j do 

Carnation Port  Royal 

Houghton I do 

(Jimarron I  Tybec  Island  ... 

•  Racer | do 

•Swift I do 

PaMKHf (■ i  WanBaw  Sound  . 

WlHuahirkon do 

•  LlRhtii  lUK [ do 

FIhk I  Omabaw 

Winniiu t do 

Jonqin  1 [ do . 

•  Fernandiua  . 

Lodona  

•Allen 

•Gnfflth 

•  Bnulllera  ... 
DnlCfatiig 


RexQ&rlu. 


Outside  the  Bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Iniiide  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

l>o. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Inside  the  bar,  repairing. 


Tender. 

Ordered  to  relieve  Allen. 


St.  Catherine's  . 

Sapclo 

Doboy 

Altamaha 

SI.  Slmon'it 

St.  Andrew's  .., 


'Perry i  Femandlna  . 


Tender, 


Tender. 

Tender. 


•Sailing  vettHclH. 
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tion  of  (Ynw/d  of  the  Smith   Atlanttr  ilhtr.ht»i'»\ij  Stfiuntrvn,  Sum»hcr  to,  tifV4 — 
Conliiniwl. 


tfutloii 


Otteva ,— 81.  JnhB'« , 

Xonrtcb *.,.... do 

\Ba}t _ - ' <Jo 

'  Xmoalio  I  Inlet] , 

Lehish FortBoy*! 

K&ntueket ,...,do , 

SodiIiQuoHda , ' Aa ... 

Xineoe An , 

Nlfwe — do , 

AcBrla.........i... ....... ......... €lo............ 

•Par* I do 

rholham - - I da 

(ilibdloltu ! do 


tarkopar. 

CamelU 

•W«M 

I  tU-«nder.. ........... 

DADdelloii 

•Thunder ,. 

•  V«lMmi>i» ,. 

•Ni.rtolt  I'ackrt..... 
Memphis 


Banmtmoon  . 

•Blunt 

"Hope 

•S»^Pn»iii 

W»lMUlh 

Murtik-hcad 

Muliuuk 

twnvim 

Ifanin 

CnailHU 

rh)[tp«w« 

Rt-wuv 

NVw  rninMde*. 

r*.«ul  Jtities..... 

MaliukK 

•«!nj>pl>-   

H04tH»t/>IltC  .... 
•mnellsiiier.,.. 
MMdl^1•^ 

W«vcr  Witoli... 
Coluoiblnc 


.do. 
.do. 
..do. 
..do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 
,.do. 


RemorlM. 


RefMlrlug. 
iKt, 

no 

Df^ 

no. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Dow 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 
Repairing:  Iriider. 
HoaiiitttI  xhlp. 
Ho«Uh  ■h(n. 

LtMrllnit  with  fftorcn  fnrKititli. 
KcHcvc  iiit>l  oomtminto«U-. 
H|KM-Ialduly. 

Do 
Hpeclal  Hoty.  diver*. 
8«)Utht!ni  sbttluUH,  Willi  alum. 
Nonh. 
Nurth  for  rcpaln. 

Do. 

Do. 

DDL 

DO. 
Do. 
Da 
Da 

Da 
Da 
Da 

Do. 
Sunk  or  ftUauded. 

Du. 

Do 

Da 
Capnrnd. 

Da 


■SftlHoff  veavls. 

John  A.  Daiiiajrkn, 
Sear-Admiral^  Chnult/.  South  Ailnntic  Blockadimj  Srjwttlfou, 


Orti^r  *{f  tfie  i^turt-iunj  uf  the  ^^avy  in  R^ir-Admu'nl  [hihUjint,  f\  S- 
iVrtry,  rtyardhig  t/u-  U.  *S'.  ship  ^St.  Louin. 

Navt  Drpart.mrnt,  Nfmemhf^r  ^L  ISGIf. 
Sir:  Your  No.  547,  enclosing  repoi-t  of  survey  o»  tht^  sloop  of  war 
St,  iMuin^  wn.-*  r«H'pivrti, 

Th(»  St.  LtfuiH  U  II  very  old  vessel  and  not  worth  repairing  ftt  much 
cost.     Let  her  bt;  piitchefl  up  as  well  ii.s  pos.-ilile  and  perform  .service 
in  thi'  South  Atlaiitie  Blorkadin^  iSquadron. 
Very  re.MpeetfuUy,  etc 

Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUiry  of  thv  X^tri/. 
K«*ar--\dmirul  Jno.  A.  Dahlijren, 

Comdtj.  Stuith  AiUnifir  HliM^kodtmj  Sqttadrtm  ojf  (  futHexttnt. 
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Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Ndvy^  regard'mg  proposed 
attack  upon  the  defenses  of  Sa/vmmahj  Ga. 

No.  578.]  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor^  November  21^  186J^ 

Sir:  The  Department's  communication  enclosing  another  from  Mr. 
C.  W.  Thompson,  of  No.  82  South  street,  New  York,  has  been  received. 

I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  General  Foster  on  the  subject, 
with  a  view  to  his  opinion,  and  cooperation  if  he  deemed  it  advisable 
to  act. 

Fleet  Captain  Bradford  had  a  personal  interview  with  General  Foster, 
and  reports  as  follows: 

In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order,  I  have  had  an  interview  with  the  general  caoi- 
manding  reganiing  the  movement  referred  to  within. 

The  general  did  not  favor  the  movement  at  present,  because  the  information  is  not 
reliable.  The  general  does  not  believe  the  eurprise  and  capture  of  Fort  McAUieter 
possible  with  the  availalile  fowe  here  or  in  the  l)epartnient. 

He  estimates  the  number  of  troops  defending  Savannah  and  its  approachee  at 
4,000,ahttle  over  one-third  of  which  are  regular  troops;  5,000  defend  Charleaton,  etc. 

Three  rivers  unite  and  form  Ossabaw  Sound — the  Big  O^eechee,  the 
Little  Ogeechee,  and  the  Vernon.  The  channel  of  each  is  barred  by 
forts  and  batteries,  McAllister,  Rosedew,  and  Beaulieu,  respectively; 
the  position,  construction,  and  force  of  each  have  been  given  at  various 
times  by  persons  directly  from  them. 

Fort  McAllister  is  the  work  which  was  attacked  in  January,  1863, 
by  Captain  Wordon  with  the  M( mtuuTc  {momior)^  Seneca^  Wittsahickon^ 
Vawn^  and  a  mortar  schooner,  resumed  a  few  days  afterwards  by  the 
same  vessels,  and  early  in  March  by  Captain  Drayton  with  the  moni- 
tor Pamaicy  Patapaaty  and  Nnhant^  gunboats  Seneca^  MlMahichm. 
and  Dawn^  and  three  mortar  schooners,  all  of  which  is  fully  reported 
in  the  report  of  the  Department,  Deceniljcr,  1863,  and  Department's 
report  on  armored  vessels. 

The  Department  will  perceive  from  the  reports  of  the  different  offi- 
cers that  there  is  reason  to  believe  from  their  results  that  the  work  is 
not  reducible  by  any  naval  force  which  can  approach  it,  and  must  be 
assailed  simultaneously  by  a  land  force. 

Beaulieu  is  more  heavily  armed  than  McAllister,  and  would  proba- 
bly require  the  aid  of  a  land  force  for  its  reduction. 

Rosedew  is  inferior  to  either,  but  is  reported  less  accessible  to  ves- 
sels of  any  draft. 

These  works  are  chiefly  of  importance  because  they  guard  the 
approach  from  the  south  to  Savannah;  the  roads  leading  from  these 
turn  all  the  heavy  works  that  defend  the  city  from  the  direction  of 
Wassaw  and  Savannah  rivers,  and  the  Department  will  readily  con- 
ceive the  improbability  of  this  being  neglected,  as  stated,  by  an  enemy 
so  vigilant  and  so  much  interested  in  the  positions  occupied. 

The  ^yater  \\"itch  now  lies  above  Beaulieu,  just  as  the  Na^htnU-e  lay 
above  McAllister,  with  the  difference  that  she  is  entirely  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  guns. 

South  of  these  outworks  to  the  defense  of  Savannah  there  is  no 
force  of  any  consequence;  the  boats  of  the  squadron  have  entered  the 
water  courses  in  that  quarter  and  fired  upon  a  few  companies,  which 
they  disj>ei'sed  or  captured. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  reports  arriving  constantly,  and  it  is  only 
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parison  witli  each  nthi^r  iind  what  we  know  thai  the  prolmhle 
slrtU'  tif  tbin^is  nin  bo  iimvcd  tit. 

Mv  own  wiouts  huvo  Itfcri  in  full  view  of  Huiiuliou,  and  do.sorters 
i'oniiii^  in  regularly  from  it,  MtAUlsler.  and  Untiedrw  Imvr  stated 
their  armHtiicMit  and  condition  at  the  tinier  thev  left. 

Aeting  Master  Dunind  wa^s  eaptui-ed  in  a  seout,  intended  to  examine 
the  rear  apprott<?hef»  Ut  Hcuulieii. 

My  w-outs  have  also  Immmi  re|>cAtedly  on  tho  north  end  of  Elba  Island. 
in  view  of  the  relicU,  hut  unsiisperlrd.  and  <|uirtly  Hurvi*yed  ihr  city 
and  the  fort-y  near  it. 

The  true  attaek  is  ujK>n  Savannah  or  Charleston,  in  foree.  while  a 
colunin  severs  the  eommuninitioii  eoiinecting  them  by  jiassinj::  np  anv 
of  till".  streanLs  which  run  up  from  the  Men  and  interM'cts  the  niilroiui. 

If  General  Sherman  eome.s  from  inland  and  follows  this  plan  he  will 
eertainly  take  l)oth  eities  with  little  effort,  and  a  force  from  the  sea- 
board eould  do  this  for  him  im  he  approaches. 

I  Irnve  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcsjx^ctf ully,  your  obedient  f*ervant, 

J.   A.   I>AIU.ORKN, 

Jieor-Atfmiraf.  i'nmdij.  South  Atlnntit'  liloekadtnij  ^juttdrt/n. 

Hon.  Gideon  \Velle«, 

Swretnrt/  oft/tff  Natfy, 


\Order  of  the  S^crtttinj  of  th*  StUHi  to  lit  nr- Ad  mind  Dnhhjnm^  U.  S, 


Ga. 


niKni'H  uppruach  tn  ^mHnttak^ 


Naty  Department,  yoi:ertrhtT  21^,  186^. 
Sir:  Major-General  Shennau,  with  about  50,0(X>  men,  lef(  Atlantu, 
G«u,  on  the  Itith  instant,  with  the  intention  of  reaching  the  Atlantic 
oouMt  iin>mewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah.  He  may  be  cxprcU^d 
about  the  middle  of  Decend»er,  and  the  Department  directs  that  you 
will  l>e  prepared  to  give  him  any  needed  cooperution  that  may  be  in 
[your  power. 

It  is  desira))le  to  crbtnin  information  reapectintf  the  nature  of  the 
weather  in  (reorffia  hiawecn  this  and  Ihc  probable  time  of  (ienenil 
Sherman'H  arrival  on  the  coaj*t,  so  that  some  idea  may  be  formed  of 
nbstncles  that  lie  may  (Mi<:uunt<?r  in  tht*  wav  of  rain  and  swollen  stnmms. 
If  in  any  way  you  can  kw;p  yourself  advised  on  thi.s  point  and  inform 
the  Deinirtment.  please  do  so. 

V'^ery  respectfully,  etc..  Gti>EON  Welles, 

Setfehinj  of  thf  Navy. 
Kear-Admiml  Jno.  A.  Dahixjrex, 

Cinndg,  Soitf/t  Atlatitir  Bhuhiding  &juadirfm*off  ChaH^km, 


Ord<t  of  Rmr- Admiral  Dahl^ren^  U.  S.  JVurt/^t^  O^mmavd^'  I^ebl€, 
U.  S.  Niivy^  refjnrdittij  projMiittHf  ojttrttthmn. 

Fla«-Stkameh  Philadklimiu, 

Poff  Roijid  fTiti^^oi;  S.  ('.,  ym'^mhf^r'22,  J8€4. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  21j5t  instant  lia.s  been  reeeivcd  by  the  Hydrm\<jea,, 
and  in  reply  to  your  (piery,  when  any  of  our  oUicei-n  and  men  escape 
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Ripoi-x  of  limr-Admli'td  DaM^rm^  U.  S.  I^avy,  regarding        T\xe<l 
(tttatk  upon  the  difemeit  of  Satvama/t,  O'a,      '        u  l«tji"- 

No.  578.  J  Flag-Steamku  Philai>'  ufferinj?" 

Port  Boyal  Harbor,  Nover  a  ho  havp 

Sir:  Tho  nei)iirtmont\s  conmmnication  enclosing  '  .ostgfate- 

C.  W.  Thoinjwoii,  of  No.  ii'2  South  Mtreet,  New  York 

J  lost  no  tunc  in  conimunii'iitiag  with  General  F  ed  in  rebel- 

witli  a  view  to  hi.s  opinion,  and  cooperation  if  b  '■  not  from 

to  act. 

Fleet  ('aptain  Bnidfoitl  hud  a  personal  interv'  them  a  ration, 

ami  reports  as  folIow^:  iii  \>e  done. 

In  ol>edieniv  to  your  verbal  oider,  I  have  had  an  '*  *^*^"*  '^"*  ^*'*  '*  ^ 
luamlinjf  regarding  the  movement  referred  to  with' 

Tile  jft*iieral  di(i  not  favor  the  inoveinent  at  piw  alM>vo  voii;  thiMinuv 
leliable.    Tiiegfneral  does  not  believe  theaarj- 

IKifsilile  with  the  available  fonre  here  or  in  the  ;r          «.i  ■    i   ■*  *      -i  i 

He  ostinmtes  the  numb..r  of  troops  drf^/  '"*   ^vou  think  it  feai>il)lt, 

4,000,ahttle  over  one-third  of  whichareregr  "•  which  is  about  a.s  mudi 

Three  river*,  unite  and  form  Oasa'        .'^^  ''*^^V^  ^?,  *"^''-|   P'l^  *^"^'>'; 
Little  Ofreeohee,  and  the  Vernon.  f>''    ^■''''*-^ ! ^IV  ^'^^'f%  Uiui^mA 

fort,  and  batteries,  McAllister.  F       .^i'^^ >'*'''  *"'"  ^""^  **'^'**'  '**^*"^*^  *****'" 
the  position,  constniction,  and  ic  .1  , 

times  bv  persons  dii-ectly  froiP      ,  y/promisetl  some  place. 

Fort:]VIcAnisteris  th'ewor'    .<;,wdi<^"^  ■"''^■''"V*\    ,-» 
bv  Captain  Wordon  with  the   /./'       „,     ,-    /,> -V)^"''""''^^ 

same  vessels,  and  early  in      (i^    ^reblh,  V.  S.  Navy, 

tors   Puamic,  Patapsco^'    -^fMfhntif*^  Sotinr  Ofhu-r  Xo/ih  Kdhtn. 

and  Damn^  and  three  m    '^^f^lf^' 

in  the  report  of  tlie  P  /f,^^      --— 

report  on  armored  ve /f'^  ,^        ,    ,.  /      />  ,.  /-  c* 

The  Department  t  /- .<  3?i'.V- f'^  \  onanand.,'  /^dtrrsOH.  i.  A 

cers  that  t^re  is  rr         -  /^'^y^  ^'f  "  '^''"'^"^^''  '•'''""'•  throwjh   S.ra^h 
not  reducible  by  •     .,-^J^^  »-   ^   ^         r 

assailed  simultar  j^-f'y  , ,  ^  •,^;.^"!^'  i'*"^'  A^^^V^/^' 


Beauheuisn^    ^'  ^][arm  i'^^""/^-  '^'  ^-  ^V>/v /„/..,■?;.',  7*6^. 

bly  require  th'    iK  igt*"*^^"  ™"  '"  "^  '^  o'ldock  hist  nijrht  tliroufjh 

Rosedewis  J*"'^ 

seis  of  any  d'        iJ^  lagtationed  111  the  vicinity  of  Swash  C^hannel, 

These  wc     Jfi^'^^'^fShiP  "^^  *'^''  '"""• 
approaeh  f    j^^'^WR  vour  o'>e<l'^ 

turn  aU  t}      'Kit*'^^^^'  •  -»•  l'-  <^«*:»-'N-. 

Wassaw  f     ^^^ftf^^  (fijtjdahi  and  >iriilin'  Ojjirrr  of  i  %n'liH 

^■'•''  ■       _ 


rflftltl. 

ceive  tbf 
so  vigih 

The 
above 
i-each    . 
So'  ijMiirol  Du^tiGrtfi^  ('.  S.  .Xirrt/,  nyordhiif  u  fhoitnujh 

W(8p  jjt  ^r^     «-)|  ^  '^ 

tie-  ^1*^  JSff^^  FLAfi-STKAMKK    PHII-AI>KL1'MIA, 

Unci**'*  '^''^  ^  <*ai*ef\il  to  siout  thorou<,dily  the  rivers 
pd  S|«they  11U13'  *>e<  ""•!  ^^^  ''*^»'  11=^  '*  '^  iM>ssil)le  to  do  so; 
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k(M»p  iidvispd  of  thn  rolx*!  |HtsitioiiH  unci  forcoj*,  also 
•  iiLtion  from  dtMiuti^rs  and  n-fuj^ri-s  of  niove- 
'  of  our  own  fortro.s  or  tlio  rebels. 

to  tint  iiiovomtMiLs  of  the   I'liion   forcoa 

"nilly  iniportjiiit,  will  Ik*  iniiiH'diatfly 

Uflieulty  in  iloinjr  .so  nt  Tvhi^e.  or 

'*vays  be  sent  for  tin-  purpose  to 

'uniaitioii  will  be  traiwmilted 

^  itoVal  by  tug. 

•  M  is  frerpient  Iw^tween  Kdinto. 
.  uri  itoyal  by  temler  is  easy  from 

tnviiriiibly  after  dnrk,  andoffieerr?  and 
t-uting  hy  land  or  water. 

JoitM  A.  Dahlgken. 
Smith  Athintic  JihKkadhig  Sf/futdrrm. 


I 


under  P<nttrT8f>n,  TJ,  S,  Nfvvy^  traix^mUt'mg  report  of 
uifj  nffieiT  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pttfonmko^  reyar<Hit^  theeitcape 
dt  ruit/ivr, 

V.  8.  S.  Jakbs  Adger, 
Ojf  Oharlrntou  Hhp,  i\in^€ml}er  ^3,  IS64. 
n:  Acting  M:ister  Montell  i*eport.s  havinji^  discovered  la.st  evening, 
oplw(»eti  the  hours  of  7  and  8,  a  steamer  coming  fioiii  toward  Maffitrs 
C'tuLnni'l.  with  trails  set  and  square-rigged  forward;  made  the  uHual 
.-ignal  iiiid  fired  tliive  times.      Hie  Az^iT'tt  roming  up  under  the  pi»rt 
U)w  of  the  /*ftt"mnl'ti,iiiid  not  answeruig  her  challenge,   'caused  much 
confu>i<»n  by  di*nwing  our  attention  away  from  the  stninge  steamer." 
The  .signal  was  repeated  by  this  vessel,  at  that  time  near  the  floimitottic. 
The  I\tUtmHka  occupied  a  station  al>out  \\  miles  N.W.  \  N.  of  the 
lluiu^dinui:. 

The  strange  steamer  was  not  seen  by  any  other  vessel  of  the  outer 
bliM'kade,  imd  wlien  hust  seen  by  the  Pototunhi  was  sU'ering  N.  b}*  W. 
I  herewith  forward  a  copy  of  Acting  Master  Montcll  s  report,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  also  sent  to  Acting  Master  Strong,  with  direc- 
tions t4>  make  an  explanation,  etc. 

tVery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  H.  Patterson, 
Commander  and  Senufr  Ojficer  ]*re^ent  off  VhirleMton  Bar. 
ptian  J.  F.  Gbken, 
Srnior  O fiver  off  C/wrf&tlmi,  S.  C, 
[KDclamrc.] 
U.  S.  S.  Potomska, 
BhH'kadhuj  off  Chorh^Um,  Ntrvt^oh-r '3:i ,  18Sj^ 
Sm:  I  beg  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  t>etween  the  hours  of  7 
and  8,  on  the  evening  of  the  :iid,  saw  a  stt*amer  i-oming  from  toward 
Matlitt's  Channel,  with  sail  8et  and  souare-rig  forward:  burned  a  Cos- 
ton  signal  and  sent  up  rocket  and  tired  No.  1  gun  at  the  vessel,  fol- 
lowing with  No.  2  ana  pivot. 

The  r.  S.  S.  Azalffi  coming  up  under  our  port  bow  at  the  time,  and 
Dot  antiwering  our  challeuges,  aiused  nmch  confusion  by  dmwing  our 
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attention  away  from  stranp^e  st^amor,  who,  when  last  seen,  was  steer- 
ing N.  by  W.,  and  out  of  reach  of  our  guns.  I  feel  confident  that  the 
vessel  must  have  re,turned,  as,  during  the  night  the  guns'  crews  were 
kept  to  quarters  and  a  most  vigilant  lookout  was  kept  between  the 
shore  and  oui'selves.  The  Azalea  failed  to  answer  our  challenges, 
which  were  made  frequently  during  the  night. 

1  am,  ver^'  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

F.  M.  MONTELL, 

ActitKj  MaMfff\  Commanding. 
Comnmnder  Thos.  H.  Patterson, 

Senixn'  Officer  Outmde  Blockade. 


Extract  fi'mn  report  of  Ca/ptain  Gi^een,  U.  S.  Navy^  senior  officer  off 
ChartestoTi.,  regarding*  general  affairs. 

U.  S.  S1..00P  John  Adams, 
Off  Morris  M^ind,  South  Carolina,  Nm^ember^S.  186J^. 

Sir:  *  *  **  A  large  side-wheel  steamer,  with  two  masts  and  two 
smoke  pipes,  ran  in  night  l>efore  last  at  about  8  o'clock  through  the 
Swash  Channel.  She  was  seen  and  tired  upon  by  two  of  the  picket 
launches,  one  of  whicli,  lying  in  9  feet  of  water,  was  obliged  to  cut 
her  cable  to  avoid  being  run  down  by  the  steamer.  She  was  not  seen 
by  the  outside  blockade. 

The  night  was  very  dark  and  boisterous.  I  enclose  herewith  Lieu- 
tentant-Commander  iStone's  and  Acting  Master  Kicker's  reports  of  the 
circumstances,  and  also  Acting  Ensign  Seaman's  respecting  the  station 
occupied  by  him  on  the  occasion. 

The  schooner  Altheti  arrived  here  with  provisions  day  before  yester- 
day (the  aist  instant),  and  I  dispatched  her  yesterday  to  Port  Royal. 
«  »  »  *  *  *  «■ 

A  large  launch,  coppered,  with  oars,  rowlocks,  and  rudder,  com- 

§lete,  was  picked  up  this  morning  at  about  4  o'clock  off  Drunken  Dick 
hoal  by  one  of  the  picket  tugs.     She  had  in  her  several  30-pound 
shot  and  a  coffin  containing  the  corpse  of  a  colored  man. 

*  *  *  *  *  «  « 

Two  United  States  officers  who  escaped  from  Charleston  and  reached 
Morris  Island  a  day  or  two  since  state  that  the  rumor  prevails  in 
Charleston  and  vicinity  that  Sherman  is  marching  in  this  direction. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Geeen, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 
Kear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrkn, 

Commanding  South  Atla?itic  Blockading  Sqnadroii. 

Reixfrt  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren^  V*  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  arri^val 
of  refugees  and  mcaptd  Union  jprison^rs. 

No.  582.J  Flao-Steaheb  Philadelthia, 

P&rt  Royal  Harbor,  November  ^^,  imi^. 
Sir:  Refugees  continue  to  come  out  in  various  numl>ers  to  our  ves- 
sels; just  now  as  many  as  thirty  or  forty  have  arrived  from  Edisto,  a 
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few  from  Goorgotown.  (S.  C],  amonp  thoni  soim*  t'ninii  oflirern  and 
soMicrs,  just  escaped.  Ki^ht  I'nion  utKcerfl  winie  in  a  few  duy.s  iiffo, 
and  subsequently  two  more.  The  atfency  is  chiefly  that  of  thi^  nt^rson 
before  mentioned,  in  whirl)  others  iijipear  lo  I»k  L'oncerne<i.  How  he 
i-an  carry  on  his  buniness  without  detection  is  n*»t  eitsy  t<)  midei-wtaiid. 
Hit*  fee  is  !^2ao  in  rebel  currency. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  last  ari'Ivuls. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>e<licnt  seryant. 

d.  A.  iJAIIUmEN^ 

Rear-AdmimL  C<fm4lg,  Smtt/t  Atl4intw  Blovkadhuj  Stpiadron, 
Hon,  GiUKX)N  AVellks, 

Secrttary  iifthe  ^uiy^  Wan/tin/fttm.  D.  C, 


Letttrr  fmm  Rt^r^ Admiral  iMldtjren^  U.  S.  Nmyy^  to  MajoV'Genenxl 
Foat^r^  U.  .y.  -'Ir/nw,  tniitHtaUting  t^jttrnct  of  repofrt  from  senior  naval 
ofivei'  in  Stf/no  Itityer  regardt7ig  the  work  of  the  en^my  in  that 
m^jinity. 

Flag-Steamer  Pkiladelphla, 
Port  Royid  f[.ti^o\  A'or^'nd,^r  2.U  ^''^^f 
Oeneral:  The  following  is  extratt^'d   from   a  contmunioition    by 
the  senior  nayal  oflieer  at  Stono: 

I  have  viifiited  the  wator  line  in  our  front  aiid  liud  the  enciny  are  activi.'.  They  vltc 
repairing;  Itii*  hn<lKe  It5WlinK  on  JohnV  Inland,  iind  uppear  tt>  Im.*  nt  work  bfu-k  in  the 
woods  on  the  inliind. 

Thpjr  pickets  hav»»  tioon  alwi  ?tn^n):lh*>ned  »)oiik  thv  wat^r  front,  IasI  niuhl  one 
of  our  picket  boat?  (Iis«>ver^t<i  a  lat^c  l»ottt  of  the  eneruy  ue&r  the  innuth  of  Ktawah 
Rivi»r.  Thi'V  Pi'.trvy»le<i  Uf  anon  ns  iliwiovered.  I  liave  pnlle<l  up  the  ereek,  on  the 
north  rade  of  C<i!e'H  Islaad,  to  the  fort,  and  Hounderl  the  creek,  a8  1  piwwHt  up,  at  half 
tide.  1  found  from  5  to  2^  fathoms  of  water  all  the  wav.  .U  the  inntiih,  in  Folly 
River,  13  feet 

1  w*  nutlkine  to  prevent  the  enemy,  with  nrdinar>'  (aofi^t-'ity.  nsin^  the  creek.  Our 
fort  iH  nioiinteii  wilh  Kniall  HtnoothlKire  jninw,  so  near  a  l«»nd  in  the  creek  the  enemy 
would  lie  clot*  on  them  before  discovereil  on  a  dark  nif;ht. 

Mv  force  tliere  now  is  imicli  wejikcr  than  I  like,  but  it  is  the  best  I 
can  do,  as  the  work  off  Charleston  roouiros  every  steamer  I  can  muster, 
and  more  too:  the  wear  and  tear  t»f  incessant  service  keeps  so  many 
under  ivpair. 

The  \e.ssels  now  in  Stono  are  the  MrDoiiough  {engine  not  usable, 
twing  under  repair),  a  small  stejjmer  (Sweet  RnW),  and  a  mortar 
eichooner.     Another  mortar  schooner  is  on  the  way  to  SUmo. 
1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  olH'(fient  servant, 

.1.  A.   DAHUiltEN, 

RciiT- Admiral,  Comdy,  South  Atlantij^  Bhchidituj  Sqmidnyn, 

Majdr-fieneral  J.  G.  Fostek, 

Ctmtdtj.  Dfjtartinent  of  the  SmttK^  IImd*ir»»^  JHUon  Head, 


fjrder  of  Rmr- Admiral  lJaA/<fren^  U.  jS\  JVm^,  to  Coinvuinder  Prehle^ 
U,  S.  Navy,  to  rejiort  for  aprrial  dvty. 

PYao-Stbiamkr  Philadelphia, 
B*rt  Royal  Ihii^mr,  KC,^  November  2]^,  186^. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  tenijKiiiirily  detached  from  the  U.  S.  sloop  St. 
Loui^j  and  will  report  to  lue  without  delay  for  special  duty. 
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You  will  bring  with  you  all  your  marines,  20  selected  seamen,  and  3 
officers.  The  executive  officer  of  the  St.  Louis  will  remain  in  com- 
mand during  your  absence,  and  you  will  give  him  all  necessary  infor- 
mation to  enable  him  to  enforce  the  blockade  of  fidisto  and  the  proper 
care  of  the  coal  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rea/r- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqvadrtm. 

Conunandor  George  Henry  Preble, 

Cwnma/ndimj  U.  S.  Sl<xpp  of  War  St.  Loui^. 


Order  of  Rear-  Admiral  DaJdgren,  U.  S.  Nam^  to  Lieutenant  Stoddard, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  to  assume  command  of  marine  assenihUng  at 
Bay  Point,  South  Carolina, 

FLAGsmp  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  JVovemher  2J^^  1864- 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  temporarily  detached  from  the  IT.  S.  ship  JVeto 
Tlampshires  and  will  assume  command  of  the  marines  who  mav  assem- 
ble at  Baj^  Point,  [S.  C.]. 

You  will  see  that  they  are  all  properly  equipped  for  service  in  the 
field,  while  performing  battalion  driR. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Conid^j.  South  Atlantic  Blockading/  Spuidroft, 

First  Lieut.  George  G.  Stoddard,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

C^.  S.  Ship  Neui  Hampshire. 


Ord^^r  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Natty,  to  Captain  Green^ 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  dispatchimj  of  marines  by  th-e  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac 
to  Port  RoyaK  South  Carolina. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Nm^emher^^,  186^. 
Sir:  You  will  collect  all  the  marine^i  on  board  of  the  different  vessels 
at  the  anchorage  off  Charleston  and  send  them  here  without  delay,  and 
all  the  Plymouth  muskets  available  except  those  that  may  be  in  use  on 
the  ironclads.     They  are  to  be  brought  here  in  the  Pontiac. 

Lieutenant  Hay  ward  to  bring  her  to  this  place,  in  obedience  to  pre- 
vious orders,  supposing  the  courts  have  not  concluded  in  which  Cap- 
tain Luce  is  engaged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green,  U.  S,  Navy, 

Senior  Oficer  off  Charleston. 
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Ordrr  of  Rt^r-Admirai  DaM*jrtm..  U,  S.  yhvy^  In  Cmixmand^'r  Rfy^ 
at  Bay  Point. 

Kl.At^J-STKAMKIi    1*1I1LA1>EM'HIA, 

Siu:  A  fdicfof  scuinoii  iiiul  iimriues  is  to  ho  assembled  at  Bay  Point 
\b»  quickly  as  j>t>#u<ihl('  for  oi-iritiiiy^tion  aiul  (Irill. 

FleaAe'to  (five  every  fat-ility  to  the  officei's  in  chavjf<»  af  the  men  for 
their  nccomnuKlntion.  pruvifiioiu  cookinj?.  ete. 

And  you  will  deluil  forty  ennHiihimd.-*  to  attend  as  cooks,  so  that  not 
A  niiin  nmy  Ik*  taken  from  his  nuisket  for  any  fatigue  duty  whatever. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  tservant. 

J.   A.   DAIII^iKKN, 

ReifT'Aiimtntl,  (Jomdij.  South  Atlantic  BliK'htdlny  Sqtiadnm, 

Comniandcr  Wii.liam  Rkynolw, 

Cammaiidiuy  Naval  D^poL 


I 


•  Order  of  Rtur-.  Kdmind  Ifttld^frtm^  U.  S.  Navy,  t^>  tUtptaln  //Vcrw,  fL  ■*?. 
Nttpy^  to  Hr^td  to  Port  Rt>yid^  S.  C.^  the  nien  yrton  the  nara/  hattiiy^ 
Morri*  iHtand. 

KlAO-StEAMEK   FlIItAnELPJIlA, 

Port  Royol  Jlarf}or^  S.  T.,  Novei,ih<*r  ^o,  ISO4. 

Sib:  Send  to  thii^  anrh(»ni{re,  in  rharire  of  Lieutenant-Coininandiir 
Matthews.  Lieutenant  Hayward.  and  Acting  Ensign  Edj^ren.  all  the 
men  at  the  naval  batterv. 

Assign  Lieutenant  Wilts*',  of  the  Jttrn**  Ad{/er^  to  command  the 
batterv  and  7'.  A.  Word  tcmtwrarily.  and  to  look  <mt  for  Imtcpa^e, 
etc.  Thirty  men  from  the  tV'trd  will  do  duty  at  the  battery  luitil 
further  orders. 

Send  four  smoolhlwre  howitzers,  heavy,  on  tield  cftrriages,  also  the 
two  new  launches,  with  their  guns' crew**  and  I'verything  complete. 
Direct  t^'optain  i'l-eighton  to  report  here  with  the  Mimjof^  and  Lieu- 
Irnant  McCilermey  to  return  to  hia  vessel,  as  the  court  of  enquiry  ie 
necps.«arily  suspended  f{jr  a  while. 

The  Ponti'ic  y,'i\A  ordered  yestenlay  to  report  here.  Captain  Luce 
will  rejoin  her. 

Direct  Lieutenant  Whitehead,  i>f  the  J\tmit(\  and  Lieutenant 
0*Kane.  of  the  iSi/to/onum,  to  report  to  n>c  without  delay,  and  also 
Acting  Gunner  Hinnix,  at  present  on  board  the  ordnance  schooner  on 
Light-House  Inlet, 

Very  respectfully,  your  oU'dient  servant, 

J.  A.  Damujhkn. 
R&ir-Admf'raly  tVmtdf/.  South  Atlantki  BlocX'adlmi  Stpwdrtm. 

C-aptain  •Io.sei'II  F.  Green,  V.  S.  Navy, 

Ooto-rnanflinfff  etc,  t^^'  Charf^inion. 

In  this  and  the  oitlers  sent  yesterday  there  is  urgent  need  for 
instant  compliance. 

J.   A.   nAIII^fHKN, 

Rtiar'Adi/ti'ra/. 


64  SOUTH   ATIiANTIO   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Ord^r  of  Bear- Admiral  DaM-gren^  U.S. Navy,  toLieutetiant- Commander 
Scott,  U.  S.  Natyy,  for  the  organization  of  a  shore  battery. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
PortEfyyal,  S.  C,  JVovemberSS,  186^. 
Sir:  You  will,  without  delay,  organize  a  battery  of  six  pieces  of 
light  artillery,  to  be  composed  of  four  smoothbores  and  two  rifles,  all 
heavy;  Lieutenant  Mahan  and  Ensign  Diohman,  with  50  men  from 
the  6outh  Carolina,  20  men  from  the  Canidla,  15  men  from  the  New 
Ham^shire^  will  report  to  you  for  duty. 

This  duty  is  temporary  and  until  you  are  relieved  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Matthews. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 
Rear- Admiral.,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sfptadroti. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  Sonoma,  Part  Boyal. 


Beport  of  Lientefnant- Commander  Johnntm,  U.  S.  Nam/,  regarding  the 
rumored  trannfer  of  the  machinery  and  lottery  front  the  simmer 
Water  Witch. 

U.  S.  S.  CiMARKON, 

i^avannah  Bitter,  Georgia,  November  26,  186J^, 
Admiral:  It  is  reported  by  refugees  from  rebeldom  that  the 
machinery  and  battery  of  the  Water  Witch  have  been  removed,  with 
the  intention  of  transferring  the  same  to  a  ram  now  in  construction 
at  Savannah,  and  which  will  probably  be  ready  for  service  in  about 
six  weeks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  \V.  Johnson, 
Lieutenant- GomTnander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Oahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  S.  Atlantic  Blockdg.  Fleet,  Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren,    U.   S.  Natry,  to   Captain  Green, 

U.  S.  Navy,  to  keep  a  recced  in  detail  rega/rding  escaping  blockade 

runners. 

Fi^g-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  November  25,  186^ 

Sir:  Please  to  have  a  record  kept  of  the  vessels  that  escape  the 
blockade  of  Charleston,  stating,  in  columns,  the  day  of  the  month,  the 
day  of  the  moon,  state  of  the  weather,  and  time  of  liigh  water  at  night. 
Name  the  vessel,  if  known,  and  description,  as  far  as  perceived;  by 
what  vessel  seen  and  tired  at;  remarks.  Let  this  l>c  extended  a«  far 
back  as  possible,  with  anv  details,  if  not  all,  and  sent  to  me  up  to  the 
20th  November  last. 

Afterwards  let  a  similar  return  be  made  to  me  on  the  Sth  and  22d 
day  of  every  moon. 

A  refugee  gave  the  following  information  to  (-aptain  Preble 
November  21: 

During  the  last  dark  moon,  seven  et^merB  ran  our  !>Io('kade  into  Charleston,  viz: 
The  General  Whiting,  side-wheel,  walking-beam;  Chicont,  alias  /X  Her  Be,  side- 
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whM»l;  Fofj,  Fide- wheel;  Jutitt,  of  <il&tyr>w.  aide-wboet;  Stftff,  Mde-wlieel;  ihqtt^itei 

wrew;  Sj/rnt.  Hidt'-whwl. 

The  thnv  litMi  niimetl  fnlcct•tM^l■^i  in  rnnninj;  mil  ti»^iti;  llie  remainilcr  are  wnitmf^ 
r  tiif  iioM  >lark  imxin  to  slip  nnl.     Tin*  ticurral  ]Miitititf  has  vlW  bales  <if  t\»ttoii  op 

buwtL     The  t'otitmlte  i-arrietl  out  \,^)  l»al*». 


Very  respectfully,  your  obodicut  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiiloren, 
Rtnt-Atimintl^  Cotaclg,  Sfntth  AtimUic  Blockading  Stpuidnm. 

C4ipUin  JoBEPH  F.  Grken, 

Senior  Officer  Pr^mnt  off  (VittrJ-egtoiu  •^'.  ^« 


L.. __.... 

H     addittjmni  t'cttAf'h  fitt  uiettJtttrts  of  atitpcration  irt  entahhHhing  connec- 
H     tu?n  with  Major- Getieral  Sherman. 

H  Flaoship  Pkiladklphia, 

f  Port  n,>y,d,  Nmyu/,h.r  26,  1864. 

Sir:  The  information  that  rpiiches  us  from  roliel  sourro.s  shows  that 
thi*  RTTiiy  of  Genenil  Shnnnan  wits  this  sidtiof  Millcdgeville  a  few  days 
Beince.  and  it  is  inferable  that  lii.s  course  is  this  way. 
H     Genend  Foster  and  myself  will  do  what  our  forces  allow  to  assist  in 
Bicstul»li>hiny- a  connection  with  Oeneral  Sherman. 
™     General  Foster  pro[x>8cs  to  move  on  the  night  of  the  2Sth  for  this 

purpose. 
H     1  ftni  to  cover  bis  landing  and  furnish  a  Irattery  of  six  howitzers  to 
^psijivrh  with  bis  troops. 

On  Huch  au  emergoiirv  I  feol  sensibly  the  want  of  force. 
The  only  gunlnrnts  of  the  s<[uadron   whose  diiifts  are  light  enough 
Htc>  ascend  far  are  the  Poftti<n;^  M/m/oi\  Soiif»tu<t^  and  Cimarron. 
V     The  /'"/j//V/rhas  lost  lier  after  rud<ier.     The  Soiunua  is  undei*  repair. 
f'i'ritorroii  has  but  one  boiler.     The  Ptiir/o',\  Wino/ta,  and  Wixsahtrhm 
^will  aid,  but  require  2  feet  more  of  water,  and  every  inch  tells  in  these 
ri  vers. 
Three  tugs  will  be  added,  and  one  monitor. 

Four  monitors  are  on  duty  at  Charleston,  one  at  Wassaw,  and  two 
inder  r»'i>air. 
Could  the  Department  spare  me  four  or  five  double-enders,  a  few 
fcidc-wbee!  tugs  of  5  or  ij  feet  draft,  and  some  ironoladit  in  ease  General 
ISherman  should  attju-k  Savannah  or  Charleston  f 
I  need  hardly  say  that  time  i-^  very  important. 
Please  let  me  have  some  men  who  have  been  in  a  man-of-war. 

The  eomplcment  of  the  squadron  in  not  full,  and  most  of  the  men 
ire  very  green. 

I  enclose  a  Savannah  paper  of  the  34th  November,  and  liave  the 
honor  to  l>e.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahixjren, 
jReor- Admiral^  Comdg.  Smith  Atl-antic  BhKkudintj  Squadron. 

Hon.  G.  Wki.lks, 

St'creiary  ofifte  ikWy. 

K  W  R— VOX.  16 5 
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Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  I)aM(jren^  U.  S.  Nary^  to  Major- General 
JFoster,  U.  S.  Army^  regarding  naval  hattery  on  Morris  Island, ' 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Hcurbiyr,  8.  C,  Koremher^e,  186j^ 
General:  In  order  to  man  the  howitzers  properly  for  service  I 
have  been  obliged  to  detach  the  men  from  the  naval  battery  on  Morris 
Island  and  suppl)-  their  places  by  other  men  fewer  in  numHer  and  less 
experienced. 

As  I  have  no  intimation  that  you  propose  to  open  fira  from  the 
island,  I  suppose  this  will  not  be  of  consequence. 

If,  however,  you  consider  the  Imttery  on  Morris  Island  as  of  more 
consequence,  please  to  let  nic  know. 

The  squadron  is  shorthanded  and  a  large  number  of  the  men  entirely 
inexperiencexi,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  up  a  detached  force  and 
organize  it  decently. 
1  shall,  however,  bo  ready  at  the  time  named, 

1  am,  gonei'al,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiloren, 
Rear- Admiral^  Coindg.  South  Atlantic  Blochnling  Sqiuidrort, 
Major-General  J.  (i.  Foster, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  S/mth^  Jlead^jimrterif^  Hilton  Head, 


Letter  from  Captain  Green^  U,  S.  JVavy^  to  Brigadier- Gen^-nd  Hatch, 
U.  S.  Army,  acknowledginy  the  courtesy  of  the  Utft^r  in  offering 
assistance. 

IJ.  S.  Sloop  John  Adxms, 
Of  Morrix  Ulofid,  South  Carolina,  JVorfinhfr  ^ti,  18GJ^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  yesterday  accompiiiying  a  copy  of  an  order  issued  by  you  on 
assuming  command  of  the  north  district,  Dcpartniont  of  the  South, 
and  to  express  my  thanks  for  your  courteous  tender  of  assistance  to 
myself  or  command. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Simior  f)jfi<ier  off  CharleMon. 
Brigadier-General  J.  P.  Hatch, 

dmnmanding  Nitrthern  District,  Department  of 

the  Souths  HeadypiarteTH^  3/orri.'i  Island. 


Operations*  of  the  naralhrigade  under  Commander  Jh'ehle,  U.  S.  Navy, 
inamihined  expedition  for  cut  ting  the  railroad  near  Povotaligo,  S.  (/., 
A'frremher  '^-uect'inher  30, 186^,  inchtding  battles  at  Tulifinny  Cross- 
rwids  and  Honey  Hi II. 

Order  of  Kear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Commuider  Preble,  U.  B.  UTavy,  to  awuu 
eommuid  of  the  naral  forcei. 

Flag-Sieamkr  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Xorember  m,  186^ 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  liay  Point  by  to-morrow  (Sunday)  morn- 
ing at  7  o'clock  and  take  command  of  all  the  naval  forces  now  at  that 
place  for  special  duty  in  the  field. 

*  For  reports  of  Army  operations  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies  in  the  War  of  the  KeiwUion,  Series  I,  Volume  XLIV, 
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L.ieut*'n;int-Connn(in(ipr  Srntt  has  heen  ordoivd  to  tninsfer  the  torii- 

EniRnd  to  you.     Keep  account  in  your  log  of  the  nnnih<>r  of  officer*  and 
I  who  repuii  for  thin  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Horvant^ 
-  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Hi^fr'Atfinir/t/.  (''mid^j.  Sfmih  Ati<tnfic  BlfK^kndlnfj  Sqytidrnn. 
onmiBiidcr  Gkorije  Henhv  Pukble,  U.  S.  Navv. 

Ovaar&l  tastniBtioni  of  R«ar-AilniiraJ  Dfttilgren.  U.  B.  Hftvy.  re^ ardin^  or^nitatlon  of  the 

Inavftl  for 00. 
I  Fl.AU-^TEAMEU   VUILAHRLPHU, 

Purt  Roiful  llarb^pr^  H,  6'.,  November  ^^  ISii^. 
With  u  viow  to  prolKibh'  cfMiling'enoitw,  a  corps  of  [lowitzers  and 
iMMimcn  and  marines  will  he  orj^itnizcd  without  delay. 

Tho  seamen  will  he  ftn-mod  into  a  hattalion  ot'  artillerv  and  one  of 
fe-kirniishors.     The  marines  will  constitute  the  third  hattalion. 

I     The  artillerv  will  he  t-ornnmndiHl  hy  a  Heutenant-roinmandpr  or  lieu- 
t*^nant,  the  skirmi.shors  hy  a  Iieutenanl-ci>mmundcr  or  lieut<>nnnt,  and 
the  mariners  hy  the  senior  oftieer  of  the  mariner*. 
The  whole  under  command  of  a  eommandor. 
My  vi«ws  in  regard  to  the  jjroper  organization  of  such  a  hody  have 
alreadv  heen  made  known  in  the  order  dated  August  H  and  in  order 

Each  howitwr  will  Ih'  in  charge  of  a  Mcction  (20  men).  IH  of  whom 
will  1m^  itKsigned  solely  to  the  service  of  the  howitzer;  the  other  7  will 

■  t»o  armed  with  the  Plymouth  muskets. 
The  hattalion  of  .skirmisher-i  will  f>e  formed  into  sections,  half  com- 
lAiiiepi,  and  cum|mnies.  armed  with  IMymouth  muskeb*. 
The  marines  will  he  divided  into  com|>anies  of  5(»  men. 
Fatigue  parties  will  Im?  atta<'he<i  to  each  howitzer  and  eaeh  section, 

»  whose  duties  it  will  bo  to  attend  Uy  nil  connected  with  the  cooking, 
catuping.  pioneering,  etc..  so  a.s  to  leave  the  men  under  arms  solely  to 
that  dutv. 

Each  howitzer  and  eompany  will  also  have  its  pioneers,  two  to  each 
^section  ami  four  to  a  howit/er. 

^  A  paymaster  will  t>c  di'tached  \jo  provide  supplies  of  all  kinds  and 
siiiM'rvise  the  duty  of  the  camp.  Tie  will  have  a  detail  of  men  for  the 
puipose. 

'1  ne  drill  of  the  n)en  is  to  be  as  simple  as  possible.     Tboy  slioukl  Jj© 

I  taught  (Nt)  to  load  and  lire.  (2d)  order  of  march,  (3d)  action. 
'File  evolutions  will  lie  simply  from  the  order  of  march  to  action,  and 
the  reverse. 
In  general,  the  tinal  order  for  action  will  be  to  break  and  take  cover, 
•with  howitzers  and  musketry. 

Each  seeking  its  appropriate  shelter,  the  pioneers  will  elear  and  level 
Ha  Hpuce  for  the  howttz«'r.to  which  they  belong,  throwing  the  earth  in 
f  f rotit  of  it  as  a  sort  of  breastwork,  and  they  will  also  fell  trees  and 
branches  to  lay  in  front.  The  Hre  of  skirmishers  is  to  assist  that  of 
the  howitzer,  or  to  protect  it  if  in  danger. 

Each  8Caman  of  the  artillery  will  carry  one  round  of  ammunition  in 
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a  pouch,  as  direct<Mi  in  the  hf«it  nmmmont.  iiiiil  the  rp.serve  nmniuni- 
tion  will  he  carrieii  in  Mniiilt  hand  wu^oiis  Uy  fatigue  jmrtie.s  untiur 
charj^e  of  a  j^unncr  atnl  qimrtor  fjuniier. 

F^ich  hnwiUcr  is  to  have;  a  raptain,  first  ami  Hccond  loader,  and  tbr 
drill  of  the  pieces  will  l»e  that  ali*e-rtdy  known  to  the  Navy,  and  drawn 
up  hy  myself  soiiie  years  afi;o. 

The  marines  are  to  ]>e  drilled  ha  Bkirmishers,  and  will  always  form 
on  the  artillery  in  action. 

On  the  march  they  will  l>e  thrown  out  to  the  front  and  flanks  &s 
rtkiniiisliers. 

ComiTiaTtder  Preble,  of  the  St.  I/mt's,  is  assigned  to  the  coniniund  of 
thp.se  Imtt^ilions. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews,  of  the  navy  battery,  will  com- 
mand the  howitzers. 

Lieutenant  <_VKane,  of  the  San/fammi^  will  command  the  Uittalion 
of  navy  sUinni.shers. 

Other  officers  will  bo  detached  as  the  organization  proceeds. 

JoirN  A.  Dahuiren, 
JRear-AdmirtU,  Ooind^.  South  AfhtntU  BlockaMmj  Sqni'iinnt. 


Lsttor  trma  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  B.  iraTy^  to  Major- General   Foster,  JS.  S.  Army, 
regarding  horvet  for  traniportatlon  of  howitzara. 

PLACf-STKAMKIt    PHn.ADKIJ'inA, 

Port  Umjnl  }hvhm\  November  ^,  ISG^. 
Snt:  The  horses  you  ai'e  »o  gooil  as  to  offer  will  be  very  acceptable. 
The  trouble  will  be  for  fonijje,  unless  an  order  is  jriven  to  tliat  effect 
from  the  army  supplies.     I  wouI<l  also  ask  for  drivers  or  ti^anwters, 
having  no  persons  aUiard  familiar  with  the  care  *ff  horses. 

When  the  seamen  are  lamli'^l  with  \\w  howitzers  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  the  vosseln  to  ration  thcni.     ("an  an  order  be  j^iven  t<»  your 
conuiiissariat  for  rationn  whih'  ashore  ? 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aer\'ant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlorrn, 
Re*ir~Adnnrftl^  Comdtj,  Stnitft  Atlfiitti*:  Bhtrkmiinp  iSt/uadrfni. 

Major-General  J,  (i.  Fostkr, 

Vomdtj.  DepartmeiU  of  tfte  S</u(h^  J Itotliptartf^rA^  Ililtou  Head. 


AnMiitAi.: 

Horses  will 


Latter  fttm   K^or-Oeneral   Foster,  IF.  8.  Army,  to   Rear-Admiral  Dahlgrea.  D.  6.  RaTj, 
oAring  to  fnmiib  driverf  and  forage  witH  the  horsci. 

Headquarters  r)Ki'ARTMKNT  of  the  South, 

JIUUm  Jhad,  S.  < .,  Nonffidm- SS,  IS'S^. 
1  liave  just  received  your  fiivor  of  the  27th  instant. 
I>e  supplied  for  the  naval  howitzers  from  the  quart^^r- 
master's  department,  with  a  proper  amount  of  forage.  Teamstei-s 
will  also  be  furnished  by  the  (|uarteruiasler  nf  the  department.  The 
chief  commissary  will  issue  nitions  to  the  detachment  from  the  Navy 
while  they  are  on  shore,  and,  if  necessary,  receipts  can  l>e  passed  at 
some  future  time. 

Very  ivspectfully,  your  obedient  servaiit, 

tl.  G.  Footer, 
Majifr-  Oenerxd,  Cmnmatidmg. 
Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlhren, 

Chmdg.  South  AtlantU'  Rhu'Jcudintj  St/ufdron, 
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Ord«r  of  Seaj-'Admiral  Dahl^rviL,  V.  8,  Navy,   to  Conunuider  FreUe,  V.  S.  Navy,  reg-ard- 
ing  the  embarkation  of  tbo  naval  force. 

Kla«;-8trasikii  Philadelphia. 

Sir:  You  will  bo  ready  to  eriibiirk  the  font'  under  your  coinnmiuU 
artillery,    mariiu'H.  and   infantry,  at  4:'M)  p.    m.      The  I\nitta<'  will 
ntcvive  the  artillrrw  .\niujne  infiintry.  SfntJtnuf  tin*  niurine?*. 
Very  rotfpcvtfully,  your  ol>t»diont  ncrvaiit. 

J.   A.    I>AHLOREN. 

R^ir-A(ItnlrtiK  (*omiUj.  SmUh  AUonfir  BhMhnfhuj  S*jti*ufnm. 

CommaudMr  Gkokiik  II.  Phkulk, 

CoinjuanfJtHfj  FVjrceti  of  Buy  Ptnnt. 


OnUr  of  BwhT-Admirml  Dahlgren,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  report 
for  duty  to  H^or-Oeneral  Foster,  0.  8.  Army. 

Flao-Stkamek  Philadelphia, 
B/rt  Roytd  Hitrhfr.  S.   C,  Ni>rember^S,  ISGj^. 

Sib:  You  will  re{x>il  to  Major-tieneiul  J.  G.  Foster,  comiiuinding 
Dei>artinent  of  IhH  South,  with  the  forciw  under  your  c-otnniiind  for 
sui'D  duty  Its  hv  nwy  itsBi^n  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  «ervaut. 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 
Rf4fr'Ailff4trfil^  Ctumhf,  Sotith  Atf/f»tf'i'  W^H:huUit<f  Stjiimlnm. 

Comuiaudcr  (rKoiuiR  Hknrit  Preble, 


laatructioafl  of  Kear-Admiral  Dablgrrea,  U.   8.   Nary,  re^rding  the  movement  of  the 
■teamerf  up  Broad  Biver,  Soath  Carolina. 

Klao-Steameu  Piiiladelphia. 
iWt  Rfryitf  HnrhiyTy  S.  6'.,  Nwyembir  SS,  1864. 

The  Hteamers  nlM)Ut  to  piiss  up  the  Broad  Rivor  are  to  tovor  the 
ad\TiiK'e  and  landing  <if  the  troo|>s. 

And  to  land  a  naval  detarhinent  undrr  Oomniumli'r  Preble,  con- 
sistiiijf  of  a  howitzer  battalion  and  two  battalion.s  of  seamen  and 
OiurineM. 

The  vessels  will  form  line  in  the  following  order: 

Min</tie,  Piftttiacj  Sfmonut,  llarveJft  Motm  (flag),  Pawiitfe^  Winona^ 
and   Wiiisdhirhfu. 

The  tu|f.s  Prftit  and  Ihijf'odii  will  act  an  jj^nides. 

i'ilot  ,lenk^  will  be  on  Iwnird  the  leading;  steamer  or  tug. 

Chief  Pilot  HatTard?*  will  Im?  on  board  the  Pmrnee. 

Tlie  .steamers  will  steam  slowly,  not  exeeedin€r4  or  5  knotn  the  hour, 
and  will  prp?«'rvi'  a  dislanee  ns  open  as  compatible  with  certain  posi- 
tion of  the  vessel  ahead,  which  is  not  to  be  le-ss  than  two  or  three  cables' 
len</lh. 

In  ixisHini;  alonj;  a  chanrn-l  known  only  to  our  pilot,  care  mu^^t  l)e 
taki'ii  to  avoid  ^^rotiudint,';  but  alwvo  all  to  avoid  running  into  a  vessel 
that  is  aground. 


I 
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Fioeh  vessel  will  show  a  light  below  her  I'd!!  to  her  second  astern, 
but  be  very  careful  that  it  shall  not  be  seen  in  any  other  direction. 

In  the  event  of  getting  aground,  or  stopping  the  engine  from  any 
cause,  this  light  is  to  be  shut  off,  and  relighted  when  all  is  right  again. 

So  soon  as  a  steamer  suspects  from  this,  or  any  other  reason,  that 
her  second  ahead  is  agrouna,  she  will  stop  the  engine  and  ba<^k  until 
the  way  of  the  vessel  is  entirely  checked,  putting  her  helm  so  as  to 
avoid  striking  the  vessel  ashore. 

Every  precaution  is  to  be  used  to  conceal  the  movement  from  the 
rebels. 

The  troops  will  enter  the  river  about  *2  oVlock,  and  the  gunttoats 
must  reach  the  landing  Jjefore  daylight. 

The  vessels  will  anchor  with  tfieir  broadsides  clear  to  each  other 
and  command  the  river  banks. 

The  squadron  battalions  will  not  be  landed  until  signal  is  made. 
Fleet-Captain  Bradford  is  charged  with  the  communication  of  this 
order  and  the  execution  of  the  various  details. 

John  A.  Daielgren, 
Sear-Admiral,  CtmidUj,  SoiUh  Atl^intlc  Blockading  Squadron, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Bahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  •ignali. 

Local  signals  distinguished  by  Rogers'  ^'Answering  Pennant."     At 
night  by  two  red  lights,  horizontal. 

Broad  River,  S.  0. ,  November  29,  186^. 

FUujA. 


No.  1.  Ifcit  repeater. 

No. 

3.  ;W  repeater. 

No.  2.  2(1  repeater. 

No. 

4.  Comet. 

Temporary  ships'  numbers. 

Pawnee,  No.  5. 

Wissahickon,  No.  9. 

Pontiac,  No.  (i. 

Winona,  No.  10. 

Min^oe,  No.  7. 

Datfoilil,  No.  11. 

Bouuina,  No.  8. 

Pettit,  No.  15. 

Sifftialn. 

I.  Open  tire. 

42. 

Careful   be,  not  to  injure  our  own 

2.  Cease  firing. 

trooiw. 
Your  fire  is  dangerous  to  our  own 

3.  Anchor. 

43. 

4.  Get  underway. 

troops. 

12.  Move  higher  up. 

123. 

Fuzen,  your,  are  too  short. 

13.  Move  lower  down. 

124. 

Fuzen,  your,  are  too  long. 

14.  Close  order. 

132. 

Tlie  admiral  expects  a  prompt  and 

21.  Open  onler. 

exact  execution  of  signals. 

23.  I^^nd  skirmit^hers. 

134. 

Orders,  immediate  execution  is  re- 

24.  I^and  howitzers. 

quire<l. 

31.  Embark  skirniiuhera. 

142. 

Shot,  your,  are  going  over. 

32.  Embark  howitzers. 

143. 

Shot,  your,  are  falling  short. 

34.  Picket  boat^  take  poHition. 
41.  Attention  to  signa  s. 

231. 

Signals  not  understoiKl. 

241. 

Aground,  I  am. 

John  A.  Dahixiren, 
Heftr- Admiral,  ('omdff.  Strnth  Atlantic  lilockadhuj  Sqiuidron. 

N.  B. — Care  is  to  l>e  taken  to  avoid  the  exhibition  of  all  lights  not 
absolutely  necessary. 
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Order  of  Brlgftilier<0«iieTaI  Hatch.  U.  B.  Army,  to  Commander  Preble,  V.  8.  Kavy,  direet- 
ing  him  to  report  to  Brigadier -General  Potter,  D.  8.  Army. 

Division  llEADguARTERs,  Nm^etnher  29,  J864- 
Tbt^  brigadicr-^enenil  conmuuKliuy:  directn  me  to  inform  you  that 
BripMlU'i--(Teiieral  Potter  has  been  ordered   to  the  front  iiiHtead  of 
Colonel  Haitwi'll. 

You  will  therefore  report  to  him, 

V'er>'  rt\'i|M^ctfully,  your  ol^tedient  wervftnt. 

Leonard  B.  Pkrrt. 
/Vr*/  fJtntU^nant  ami  Actg.  AnH.  AdjuUtnt-Ottntfmt. 

C!ommiinder  Puehi.k. 

P,  S. — The  Thirty-w^cond  IT.  S.  Colored  Tnwps  have  been  ordered 
to  report  to  you  until  the  arrival  of  (leneral  Potter,  to  whom  you  are 
direottid  to  report  in  jhtsoh. 

L.  H.  Perry, 
Li^^iUenant  and  A<^.g,  Ami.  Adjutant-  General. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dablgren,  D.  8.  Havy,  to  Commander  Baloh,  XT.  8.  Navy,  to  aaiama 
ooounasd  ai  eenior  officer,  off  Boyd'i  Landing^,  Broad  2lTar. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Off  Boyd' »  Landing,  Broad  RU^^t.  A'.   C,  .yovfimht^r  ^9,  IHHJ^. 
Sir:  Tho  naval  hatUiliun,  artillrry,  Hkinnishi*rrs.  and  luurim's,  wi-re 
all  laiuli^d  ulmut  1»  o'clork  and  ai*>  now  advanced  well  to  the  front,  in 
hkimiidhing  oi-dor,  at  least  a  mile  from  th<»  landing. 

The  tiVMipH  are  landlug.  and  I  waited  to  see  Ueucral  Hutch,  I)ut  he 
haw  not  lanae<i. 

I  Ie4ive  you  here  as  senior  officer  with  the  Pairynet-^  Mlngoe^  Ptmtiac^ 
Kiid  Sonoi/tn;  also  the  tujpi  lUt/'f  and  /)(i/f'm/d. 

I  see  no  presiont  noces,sity  for  the  W/nomi  and  WUxahtA-on^  nor  the 
tutfa  CatahMt  VLwd  Carmittnn^  whi<h  iiro  wante<l  cUnvhere. 

You  will  couununirate  with  General  Hatch  and  render  all  powsiblo 
aid  to  the  army. 

Keep  up  communication  with   the   sijuadron  liattalton  und  r^upply 

them.     You  will  keep  me  advised  promptly  of  any  ini-ideiit  of  inU-re.it. 

Thei'e  are  two  divisions  of  hoat-s  here,  under  Acting  Ma.'tter  Furlwr 

and  Acting  Master  Gillespie,  which  you  will  use  in  picketing  the  river 

and  for  any  other  nurpose  you  deem  advi.sable. 

There  is  a  scow  uere,  which  you  will  see  to  and  prevent  from  being 
damaged.  You  will  also  render  any  a.ssistance  to  the  naval  hattaliou 
that  thev  uvay  require. 

V'^ery  repJi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Rear- Admiral,  (ommandintj. 

Coumiander  fi.   B.  Baloh,  U-  8.  Nav^. 

ComTnanding  D.  S.  S,  Pavmee* 
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Order  o{  Briga<llflr>OeiiBral  Hatch.  V.  B,  Army,  to  Commander  Pr«ble,  V.  S,  lavy.  rtfrardiaf 
tho  diipoiition  of  bis  command. 

HEADQUAftXEltS  (lENERAl.   HaTCH's  DIVISION, 

Sir:  It  being  necessary  to  leave  somp  aiiilU'ry  at  the  fork^  of  the 
roiid  until  tbc  huttory  shjill  have  arrived  from  Bpaufort.  the^neml 
comniunding  wishe;?  your  two  .snialler^t  j^'-uns  left  at  that  |>oiut. 

He  would  siijftre.st  that  the  crewa  of  theso  jfuns  may  he  selected  froni 
the  tncn  KmusI  fitted  to  nmrrh. 

Please  move  up  with  the  reuminder  of  your  eoniniand  as  soon  as  a 
battalion  directe<f  to  be  furnished  by  Colonel  Hartwell  Jiihall  arrive  a« 
a  ^irrison  at  tin*  rrossroad. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  olwdient  sen-ant. 

Leonaki>  n.  Tkurt, 
J^'intf  Zf'eutt'iiant  ooth  3ias8achu»ett8  VoU,^  Act.  Aimt.  Adjt.  Gen, 

Commander  Pkkblb, 

Ooinmatifling  Brigade. 


Detailed  report  of  Bear>&dmlral  DaUgren.  XT.  B.  Kavy. 

No.  682.]  FLAii-SxEAMEK  Phu.adklphia,  ^m 

Pm-t  Tinyal  lfarhi„\  X,frenth,r  JO,  1S6J^  ^1 

Slit:  My  coopemtioii  hii\  inj;  Ik.mmi  nMiur>ted  hy  (jenmil  Fo!*terinan    ^ 
attack  to  assiHt  th*'  nioviMumt  of  (ieneral  Shtunmn.  I  lost  no  time  in 
contributing  all  the  font'  that  I  could  witlidraw  from  tho  hlockade. 

The  niijht  of  th(^  2iSth  wa.-<  appointed  for  dirertingf  our  forces  up  the 
Broad  Ktver  and  into  one  of  its  forks,  when  a  short  niurch  led  directly 
to  the  railroaiiconncctinf' Savannah  with  Charleston,  nmrke<l  oiisketcli 
acconii>anvinj^  this,  per /»/A//i. 

Accordingly.  I  ordered  the  y*///*/;/*',  MingtH,,  and  Pfntftar  from 
Cbarlestoii,  the  Winonn  from  Orisahaw.  the  ]VtS)i((hu^krni  from  Was«iw, 
and  the  .Sonoma  from  lujdcr  repair. 

(ieueral  Foster  had  also  desired  to  have  the  aid  of  a  navy  field  Iwt- 
terv.  I  organized  two,  {)f  fourjiicfcs  each.  csiK?fially  for  the  occasion, 
ana  suppoited  it  with  four  half  companies  of  sailor  skirmishers  ana 
four  <'on»paiiicH  of  marines,  the  whole  force  not  exceeding  500  men. 
but  as  carefully  drilled  as  the  brief  s])ace  of  tiuu>  allowed,  and  this  was 
only  rendered  ijossible  l)y  the  untiring  efforts  and  fine  ahility  of  the 
otEcers  selected  — Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews  for  the  artillery*. 
Lieutenant  ()' Kane  to  conmmnd  the  battalion  of  sailors.  Lieutenants 
Whitehead  and  Hayward  assisting,  together  with  mauy  volunteer 
officers,  T^ieut«Mmnt  Kcnnison,  Acting  ^hister  (lillespie.  and  numerous 
others  whose  names  I  will  take  another  opportunity  to  mention;  the 
marines  undt-r  the  ronnnand  of  the  only  manne  officer  here.  Lieutenant 
G.  G.  Stoddard.  Nor  should  I  omit  to  speak  of  the  men  th^inselves; 
they  went  to  the  diffirult  t*Lsk  with  a  fidelity  and  earnestness  tliat  is 
worthy  of  alt  c-omniendation. 

On  the  evening  of  the-JSth  the  guns  and  men  of  the  naval  battalions 
were  emftarked  in  the  Miugoc\  Pontint:  and  Sfmouui^  but  when  the 
hour  arrived  the  fog  l»eing  sf>  thickly  over  this  side  of  the  Iwy  that  it 
seemed  impossihlc  lo  nu>ve,  especially  as  there  were  so  many  vessels 
and  but  one  pilot 
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Aliout  4  n.  m.  it  wiis  not  ({iiite  ho  thick  and  I  (leterniincd  to  make 
the  utUtiii]jt. 

Feeline  about  iu  my  flagship,  -skillfiiHy  din'ottHl  Ity  Flajc-CViptain 
Biwifora.  the  several  vt^sfn-lx  were  (-ollect^^d,  and  with  two  vory  light- 
draft  .sti»ani«ry  we  conitni'nrod  to  feel  tht"  rhannol. 

Flri't-( 'uptain  limdford  HiK'Cv**dL'd  in  takiny:  the  vei^iols  throujrh  the 
fthoals  at  the  entrance  of  the  rivpr.  and  tlic  pilot  wa.s  (h^n  srnt  ahead 
in  the  Pfpufia*'. 

Thp  squadron  of  nine  veHSpIs  eontinued  to  grop<'  along  in  a  fog  so 
thick  that  the  Ui'ai'est  shore  wa^  only  visihh^  when  quit«  cIoho  to  it, 
ami  most  (»f  the  time  the  vejisels  neai-ent  nliead  and  apitern  of  me  were 
indistim-t;  the  tugs  Daffodil  and  PettU  feeling  their  way  on  each 
side. 

Twenty  milc^  were  thus  achieved  ui>  a  river,  where  not  an  officer  or 
man  of  \\s  had  been  befon*  save  the  pilot,  anti  by  8  o'clock  I  had  the 
sati!(fa<'tio!i  of  finding  myself,  with  live  of  the  six  steamers,  at  the 
landing  designated — t*ainnei\  Coiriinandcr  Balch;  Mhiy*n\  Comumnder 
Creighton;  P'oittia<.\  Lientenant-Conimandcr  Luce;  Sfmojtui^  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander 8cott:  WhiimOy  Lieutenant  Commander  Dana.  The 
yViittuihlckijn,  Lieutenant  McGlensey,  grounded  soon  after  enteiing 
the  river  and  did  not  succeed  in  joining  me. 

But  not  a  sign  of  the  troops  wivs  visil>Ie,  and  I  began  to  fear  .some 
mistake  had  been  made,  wlien  a  transiw)rt  was  seen  eoming  up  with 
<Tenei-aI  Hatch's  llag  (blue  broad  pennant). 

In  less  than  hair  an  hour  the  two  IwttorifH  of  the  navy  howitzer«, 
with  the  nine  comiianies  of  sailors  and  nmrines  were  landed,  formed 
and  advanced  under  Commander  Preble  in  skirmishing  order,  guns 
and  men. 

Mi*anwhile  other  trunH|K)rts  with  troops  arrived  and  Iwgan  to  de- 
Uirk. 

I  advanced  with  the  navy  Imttaliona,  and  remained  ashore  for  a 
couple  of  hour-,  when  1  left  them  to  return  to  my  duty  afloat.     Thej' 

•  were  then  halted  alMiul  a  mile  in  the  front,  the  troops  sliil   fiuiiiingat 
the  landing. 
(Tenenil  Foster  arrived  about  ti  p.  ni.,  having  Iweu  nuMh-d  in  the  fog, 
and  tninsix>rt8  continued  to  arrive  with  troops  and  artillery  through 

I  the  day. 
The  rel»el:«  seetned  to  be  entirely  suiTirisnd.  While  approaching  the 
landing  I  had  heard  a  loud  whoop  or  halloo  ashore,  which  1  suppu-stMl 
to  proceed  from  our  own  men,  but  in  a  few  minutes  a  glinijisc  through 
the  fog  showed  (he  impromptu  habitation  of  a  picket,  who  had  thus 
pounded  the  alami. 

(rencnil  Kcister  returne<i  to  I'nrt  Koyal  about  4  o.  iu.,andastho 
naval  part  had  been  completed,  and  other  matters  lielow  re<|uired  at- 
tention, I  also  left  in  the  evening,  oi-dering  l)aok  two  or  three  vessels 
•  which  were  not  needed  up  the  river  any  longer. 
The  double-enders,  witlithe  Pa\e7\et\  lay  in  line  eU>se  up  to  the  bank, 
pre^nlinga  line  of  heavy  cannon  that  nothing  but  a  regular  work 
could  have  undured.  and  illustniting  very  happily  the  tine  adaptation 
K  of  the  double-enders  to  river  work. 

I  No  Hwinging  was  allowed,  but  an  anchor  at  eat^h  end  absolutely 
secured  them  head  and  stern,  allowing  them  to  trip  and  move  up  or 
down  as  reijuired  with  [M^rfect  ease. 

LThfi  entire  line  of  guns  amounted  to  one  Xl-iuch.  twelve  LX-inch, 
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and  six  lOO-pounders,  or  nineteen  very  heavy  cannon,  and  16  howit- 
zers in  a  continuous  broadside.  The  completing  in  such  numberless 
details  of  organization  a  force  at  so  short  notice  was  due  to  the 
untiring  attention  and  energies  of  Fleet-Captain  Bradford;  and  the 
excellent  service  rendered  by  my  young  and  only  aid,  Ensign  Dichman, 
also  deserves  my  particular  mention. 

I  have  only  to  tuld  that  the  success  of  the  troops  is  anxiously  looked 
for,  though  for  one,  I  feel  not  a  doubt  that  we  snail  be  in  connection 
with  General  Sherman  before  long. 

Just  before  leaving  the  landing  I  heard  from  an  officer  that  he  had 
left  Captain  Preble  with  the  navy  howitzers  and  men  some  4  miles  up 
the  country,  which  I  immediately  made  known  to  Greneral  Foster,  so 
that  they  might  have  proper  support. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,,  Oomd<j.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqitadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seet'etary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  Commander  Preble,  IT.  S.  Navy,  ■tatiug  the  itrengtii  of  Ms  oommaud. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 

In  the  FIM,  Decernher  ^,  186!^. 
General:  I  have  to  report  the  following  as  the  strength  of  this 
command  on  the  morning  of  the  .SOth  of  November: 

OKFICEKM. 

Staff 8 

Battalion  of  artillery  f  blue  jackets  1 9 

Battalion  of  infantry  { blue  jacketu ) 9 

Battalion  of  marines 3 

Total 29 

MKN. 

Battalion  of  artillery  (blue  jackets) 145 

Battalion  of  infantry  ( blue  jat^ket**) 156 

Battalion  of  marines 156 

Ambulati(>e  (contrabamls)  8 

Total 463 

Grand  total 492 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble. 
Brigadier-General  Hatch. 


Order  of  Bri^adier-Oeneral  Hatch,  17.  S.  Army,  to  the  troopt  of  hit  oommand. 

Headquarters  Coast  Division,  Decemhev  *?,  186it.. 
The  troops  of  this  command  will  stand  to  arms  at  5  o'clock  a.  m, 
each  day  and  will  remain  in  line  until  da3iight. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  John  P.  Hatch: 

Leonart>  B.  Perrv, 
Lietdenant  and  Actg,  AhhI.  Adjt.  Gen, 
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Order  of  Bri^odiar-Oflner&l  Hauili.  V.  8.  Army,  to  Commander  Problo,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  r«port 
opcraUona  at  Honey  HIU,  B,  C. 

HEAIHjrARTKRS  COAST  OrVTSION, 

Captain:  The  britnitlit^r-^Micml  rouiumiidinj;:  (lirot-t^  me*  Ut  rt'C|iu\st 
tiiat  >ou  funiisli  tlirso  headtjimrters  wiili  u  ivport  of  the  piirt  Inkcn  by 
vour  t'ominaiid  ii>  th«  notion  ut  lioncy  Hill.  S.  C,  on  the  30th  Novem- 
\»er.  tho  casualties  t*>  he  reptirted  hy  iiatiie. 
Eteripertfully.  ymr  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  T.  Bennktt, 
Li*'*tlt'nunt'  t  'oioitfl  and  Cft-ifj'  ttf  iitaff. 

CoQtmitndfi'  (tROROK  H.  Pbeblk. 

(UrminnuduKj  Natyd  Br't^ad*'. 


Order  of  Brigadier -General  Hateh,   Q.  B.  Army,   to  Commander  Preble.   U.  8.   NiTy,  to 
^1  report  to  Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  8.  Vavy. 

^^^L  Headqcarteiis  Coast  Drv'isiON, 

^■P  ///  th;  FiAd,  I)e<:ewher  <i.  186^ 

W     Captai>':  You  will  at  once  prepare  your  cotninand  to  move,  with  its 

I  bageage,  to  the  landing,  to  report  to  Admiral  L>ahl)2rren. 

H       WaJfun^<  will  bo  here  very  soon. 

I       By  order  of  Bri^nidier-General  Hateh: 

I  \Vm.  T.  Brnnktt, 

H  LiettUrnatd-Citliftifl  and  ChirfftfStuf. 

B      Coimuamlfr  (j.  H.  Pkeble, 

^H  Of/inmfmdififf  NumI  Rrlfjade, 

Lftttir  fh>ffl  Ksjor-Oeneral  Fotur,  IT.  B.  Army,  to  Roar-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  S.  Havy, 
regarding  lignala  to  be  need  by  reconnoitering  party. 


I 


Steamer  Nemaha,  Decrudter  .\.  tHQJ^. 
Sih:  1  liHve  direeted  (ieneml  Hateh  U\  send  out  this  niornin^  a  reeon- 
noissance  with  artillery  <»ii  the  li^'eV  Creek  road  to  Hrc  on  the  enemy's 
Iffttterv  on  that  road.      The  reeonnoit-orinjr  party  will  take  with  them 
ro<*k»'tH,  which  they  will  tire  as  sijrnals  t<»  the  navv. 

One  rcK-ket  means,  "The  eneniv  are  in  front;  do  not  fire  to  the  left 
of  this." 

Two  rockets  {rockets  fired  together)  mean^  "  You  are  ^xm%  too  far  to 
the  left." 
Threi?  rockets  (ti!*ed  together)  meun,  **  Shots  fall  too  short.'' 
Four  rockets  (rii-e<l  together)  mean,  "Shots  fall  t<>o  far  over." 
I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ff.  Foster, 
Major-  0'f*nend. 
Kear-Admiml  JonN  A.  Daiilt.ren, 

Vomman<Ung  8*mth  Atkudic  Bfockmling  Stfwidrrm, 
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B«port  of  Commander  Preble,  V.  S.  Navy,  re^rding^  the  part  taken  by  the  naval  force  in 
the  action  at  Honey  Hill,  B.  C. 

UKADgUARTEHS    NavAL    BbIOADK, 

In  Camp  <m  G-raftavirilh-  Rtnul^  S.  (\,  Dfrt^/tftrr  4i  1864- 

General:  In  obedieiu-e  to  your  ordiT  of  yesterdiiy  I  lipve  th*?  honor 
to  n'|K)rt  tb(^  part  taken  h\  tni'  naval  force  undor  my  coniinand  in  the 
action  at  Iloiioy  IIIU.  S.  C.  on  the  30th  November,  instant: 

Aftor  Uuuiin^  the  artillery  )>attjilioii  on  the  nn»rninir  *>f  the  2Hth,  at 
9  a.  m.,  it  was  advaneed  under  eoiiimand  of  LieutenanUCoiaiuander 
E.  O.  Matthews,  V .  S.  Navy,  alu^ut  2  miles  ahinff  the  road,  supi^jriod 
on  tlio  rif^ht  fty  the  sailor  battalion  of  infantry,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant . I.  O'Kane,  U.  8.  Navy,  and  on  the  loft  by  the  battalion  of 
marines  under  eommaiid  of  Fii*st  Jjieutenant  of  Murines  {ieorjrf  (J. 
Stoddard,  thrown  out  in  advance  iis  skirmishers.  At  tiie  forks  of  the 
road  I  halted  the  command  and  i>roui<Jit  our  artillery  into  a  defensive 
position.  Ilavinjr  no  ffuide  or  map  to  refer  to.  and  not  siitisrted  tlrnt 
thccrossinfjf  was  theonedcsijfnated  as  uur  halting  plare.  from  thu  road 
not  continuing"  beyond,  as  sliown  mc  on  ymir  map  at  the  landing, 
Licutenatit-Connuander  A.  V.  (.'losmau,  acting;:  adjutantof  the  Inigade, 
with  nivsclf  and  15  of  tho  sailor  infantry,  went  out  along  the  road  to 
the  riglit  and  dii^oovered  the  enemy's  eavalry  and  infantry'  pickets 
watching;  our  movements. 

A  few  rifle  shots  were  exchanged,  when  we  fell  hat^k  to  the  main 
command,  and  at  4  p.  m.  I  moved  to  the  rifrht,  or  north,  about  '2  miles, 
where  we  were  intreiichinj:  our  camp,  when  Briiradicr-tieneml  Potter 
rode  up  and  informed  me  that  wo  were  tni  the  wronj^  road.  I  returned 
with  the  command  to  the  forks  of  the  i-oadatnl  encamped  fur  the  nijfbt, 
by  his  order,  to  refi'esh  oui*  men,  who  !u«l  been  dm^jrincf  the  Held- 
piecrs  nil  day,  General  Potter  continuing;  with  his  forces  nis  rout«  to 
the  left. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  3()th  we  were  on  the  march  a^ain  along  the  south- 
ern road.  At  7:45  a.  m.,  on  receipt  of  your  order,  the  two  lightest 
l^-pound  howitzers  were  sent  back  to  the  forks  of  the  road  we  had  left 
to  defend  that  n<iint  until  the  arrivai  of  a  batt<'ry  from  Beaufort. 
Acting  Ensign  J.  A,  Edgren  was  detailed  to  tnke  charge  of  these 
pieces.  Their  arrival  wa8  tinudy.  and  rej>ulsed  a  party  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  who  were  advHn<tiig  oti  our  rij^dil,  At '.»  a.  m.  I  reported  to 
you  in  person  at  your  headi]uarters  at  tlie  ihurch.  At  9:30  a.  m.  my 
brigade  was  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  lirst  brigade  as  ihe  reserve,  and 
was  kept  in  tlie  rear  during  the  whole  advani*e.  About  11  a.  m.  the 
tiring  in  front  l>ecame  imite  heavy  and  continuou«i.  At  3:30 
Lieutenant-Commander  K.  O.  Matthews  was  ordered  to  take  a  section 
of  heavy  12-jx>nnd  howit;^ers  to  the  front  and  i*elieve  a  section  of  New 
York  artillery  as  soon  as  their  ammunition  was  out.  At  3:40  they 
oi>ened  tire  and  continueti  tiring  until  0:30  p.  m..  when  the  troops  were 
withdrawn,  and  he  covered  the  withdmwaf  until  relieved  by  a  section 
of  horse  artillery  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ann*s. 

Tho  remainder  of  the  artillery  battalion  returned,  next  in  advance  of 
tho  heavy  artillery,  with  the  retiring  columns,  as  ordered,  to  the  forks, 
where  it  had  previously  encjimpod,  and  where  it  was  joined  by  thesoc- 
tion  under  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  ().  Matthewf*.  when  the  whole 
battery  was  placed  in  a  defensive  position  to  guard  the  nmds  until 
morniug.     I  was  greatly  indebtcxl  txj  you  for  furnishing  horses  for  the 


^fimllerv,  tw  the  lonjf  march  had  ^reatlv  fatif,'ued  our  men.     Two  c*oi»-        ^1 
panics  of  the  Uittutluii  of  Nuilor  infantry  did  >rood  service  in  assist iiijj 
at  the  dnijr  ro|K?j*  of  tlie  artillen,'.  which  could  not  have  been  brouj^ht 
np  without  their  niisistaiioe. 

The  remaining  conipanies  a-Hsi-^ted  in  turning  l>ack  strag:^lerH  from 
the  front;  otherwise,  much  to  the  reUictanre  of  ita  conmuiiidin}r  oQicer. 
it  was  com|)elled  to  rctnuiii  inactive  in  reserve,  waiting  your  orders  t<i 
move  to  the  front.     About  noon  the  battalion  of  marines  was  ordered 
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to  advance,  which  they  did  b\-  the  rijfht  flank,  led  by  Acting-Adjutant 
Lii'utenaut-Comuiander  A.  F.  ('rosman,  V.  S.  Navy,  and  conmjunded 
by  Lieutenant  (t,  (t.  Sto'lrlard,  l'.  S.  Marine  Corps,  to  the  roads, 
where  u  Jvatterv  was  in  action.  They  filed  to  the  ri^jht  about  5(K) 
vanls,  then  to  tho  left,  <ominjf  on  the  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  the 
'fwenty-tifth  Ohio  Vnlnntcers.  They  then  iih-d  to  the  ri^^ht,  and  came 
l)V  the  left  flank  into4ine  of  Imttle.  tnkinpf  position  to  the  rij^^ht,  and  a 
little  in  advance,  of  the  line  previously  formed^  in  a  position  pointed 
out  by  yourself  on  the  field. 

The  laj*t  mile  and  the  coming  into  line  was  done  on  the  doulile  quick. 
As  soon  as  formwl  in  line  tire  was  npenrd  on  the  enemy,  who  seemed 
to  \te  in  force  on  the  left.  At  2  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign  [  Woodward] 
Carter,  acting  as  major  of  the  battulioii.  was  .sent  with  20  men  to 
deploy  and  advance  on  the  riglit  flank;  he  pnMccdiHl  for  2(K)  yards 
without  flndiiig  the  enemy.  At  3::'.o  p.  ni.,  tne  line  having  fallen  back 
on  the  left.  comi>elled  the  marine  Inittalion  to  retire  as  the  enemy 
ad\'anced,  which  was  done  in  goo<l  order,  and  a  new  ]>osition  t-aken  on 
IIm^  crossroads,  still  on  th(^  right  of  the  line.  This  place  was  held  by 
the  marine  Iwittalion  until  alxjut  *j  n.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to  orders. 
It  was  marched  to  the  rear  and  toot  up  its  position  at  the  forks  on  the 
li'ft  of  the  naval  battery.  Lieutenant  vSttxliiard  rails  attention  to  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Sergeant  J.  Coglcy  in  hringing  up  ammunition  to 
the  frr>nt  under  heavy  hre,  and  thus  enabling  the  Imtlalion  to  hold  its 
fxisition.  With  the  exception  of  one  man  wounded  in  the  battery,  nW 
the  cii>«ualties  in  my  conunand  wcm  among  the  marines,  t 'onsideritig 
that  the  marines  were  taken  from  the  ve^ssels  of  the  squadmn,  scat- 
tered on  the  blockade,  an<l  had  been  formed  into  a  l>attiiIiort  only  two 
days  previous,  and  that  all  the  commanding  oflicerK  were  sergeants,  I 
tiiink  their  conduct  creditwble  to  the  Corps. 

Assistant-Surgeon  \V.  J.  Bowdle,  U.  8.  Navy,  my  senior  medical 
officer,  ftt  the  request  of  Surgeon  George  8.  Burton.  V.  S.  Aruiy, 
chief  medical  olHcer  of  the  military  fore**,  was  detaile*!  to  the  church 
hospital  in  thd  rear,  and  froinli  a.  in.,  the  3oth,  until  2  p.  m.,  December 
1,  was  constantly  employed  in  attending  to  the  wounded  brought  from 
the  front,  and  has  since  and  is  still  employed  at  Boyd's  Landing  in 
that  service.  Assistant-Surgeon  K.  M.  Corson  and  Acting  Assistant- 
Surgeon  H,  L.  (Jibbs  were  at  the  front  and  rendered  constant  and 
efficient  service  to  our  own  and  the  wounded  of  the  army. 

As  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  were  foilunattdy  slight,  the  service 
of  alt  those  surgeons  wjis  principally  given  to  thi'  militury.  The  medi- 
cal supplies  of  the  Army  not  having  arrived,  those  intended  for  this 
command,  and  happily  at  hand,  were  consumed  for  the  wounded  of 
the  army. 

Herewith  I  transmit  Assistant-Surgeon  BowdleV  report  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  by  name,  as  required  by  your  order.* 
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llcurv  Kittoring,  ordinary  .scaniun,  roportod  as  mi.Hsinfr,  hiw  since 
returnpci  txy  the  coninnind. 

In  conclusion,  I  congmtulatp  you,  general,  on  the  brave  troopn  you 
I'omniHnd.  I  am  Huri'  ii  more  cheerful  nnd  rttUant  spirit  or  greater 
bravery  conlcl  not  have  boon  displayed  by  any  imdy  of  men;  and  it 
was  only  that  the  eneniy  whh  in  too  strong  force  and  po.sition  for  the 
Iin»it*'d  force  at  your  control  that  we  did  not  carry  his  works. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  jjniteful  appreciation  of  the 
many  kind  attentions  received  by  myself  and  officers  from  our  military 
brethren  in  arms.  It  has  l>een  and  aliall  be  ni}'  endeavor  to  cordially 
cooj^erate  witli  the  military  forces?. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcBpectf iilly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

GeouoK  Henry  Pbebi^r, 
Comrmtn^Lr^  IL  S.  Navy,  Coram atidituj  NaiHil  Brigade* 

Bri^fadier-GenemlJ.  P.  Hatch,  LT.  S.  Array,  " 

Comytuiiiding  Voant  Division^  if,  S.  Army. 


Aeport   of   CommaDder   Preble,  U.    8.    Kavy,    traniiLittiug    dapUoate   of  report   tent   to 
Brigadier -Goneral    Hatch.    U.    S.    Army,    commanding   expodition. 

HuADgCAUTKits  Naval  Brigade, 

Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  a  duplicate  of  my  report  to  Brigadier- 
Oenenil  J.  P.  Hiitt-h^  V-  S.  Army,  of  tlic  piirt  taken  in  the  action  of 
Honey  Hill  on  the  \M){\\  iilti?no  by  this  firiy^ide. 

At  the  curliest  possible  moment  l-^hnt!  furnish  n  more  full  and  special 
oliieial  report  toyour.Nelf.  accompanied  with  the  reports  of  the  battalion 
connnanders  not  yet  rendered. 

Officers  and  men  have  been  so  constantly  on  service,  night  and  day, 
wince  the  landin<f,  and  uur  arranj^ements  for  camping;  and  writing  so 
incomplete, it  has  l)een  impossilde  to  write  th<'so  reports  sooner. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gkokoe  Hknrv  Preblk, 
Coffimander^  U.  S.  JVaft/,  ^'mtitfij.  N<ir/t/  lirigade^ 
Situth  Atlantic  BlwkadiyMi  SquadiHfn, 

Rear- Admiral  Joh^  A.  Dahlorkx, 

U.  S.  Navy^  Comdij.  South  Athtnilc  Rlochtdimj  Sf/uatln/H, 
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Detailftd  rsport  of  Commander  Preble,  0.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  aattre  operationa. 

HEAr)gUARTERii   JSAVAL    BuHiAl)K, 

In  th£  ffM,  Btyyd'H  Nfck,  S.  *".,  Dect-mhtrB,  186 J^, 
StR:  Agreeably  to  your  ordei*s  of  November  ^5,  I  loft  the  St.  LontA 
at  North  Ivlisto  on  the  tiHth,  in  teinponiry  conuniind  of  Lieutenant 
Wilbam  F.  Stewart,  my  executive  oflieer.  ajul  ueeomi):irded  by  20satl- 
ors,  V^  marines,  and  2  acting  masters,  prf>ceeded  to  Poit  Uoyal  in  the 
//ifn^j<f  M(Xni  and  rejxntedtoyou  the  same  evening  for^peeial  service. 
The  following  morning  (the  2Tth),  at  Tji.  m.,  1  relieved,  byyourorder, 
Lieutenant  Commnnder  Scott,  in  cunnjiand  of  the  naval  forces  assem- 
bled on  Bay  Point  for  an  expedition.  That  day  <Snndav)itnd  the  next 
was  spent  in  organizing  the  command  and  exercising  tbe  men  at  the 
artillery. 
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On  the  FVGning"  of  the  2Sth  (Alotiday)  this  imval  bri^de,  ronsisting 
of  41'^;  officiirs,  seuiiicn.  and  nmrinos,  with  8  piexri^sof  Jiitillerv,  asseni- 
blwl  from  the  wveral  ships  of  the  gquadi\>n,  wan  embarked  on  the 
U.  S.  8teamei*s  i*nnfia<\  Mtntjof^  and  Sonoma.  At4:30  u.  ni.,  the  29th, 
all  the  vo-ssols  of  the  expedition  jjot  underway  and  proceeded  up  the 
Broad  River  under  rover  of  a  dense  ft)g.  At  8:30  a.  in.  the  bn^de 
was  hinded  at  Boyd's  Landing,  and  immediately  puslied  forward  on 
the  road  in  advance  of  the  mifitjiry  forcew  a!>out  2  mile**,  to  what  was 
suppoLswl  nt  the  time  to  he  the  crossroads,  where  we  were  ordered  to 
halt,  but  since  known  as  the  Forks.  The  aitillerv  was  advanced  uptho 
road,  land]  with  the  battalion  of  marines  and  siailoritifantry.  deployed 
tuthc  right  and  left  and  in  advance  of  the  skirniishers. 

IVfore  liindinjf, General  Foster  not  having anivi-d,  1  re|x)rted myself 
and  ronunand  to  Bricradier-Uenenil  rl.  1*.  Hatch,  the  military  com- 
mander of  the  expedition.  Without  pilots,  and  having  had  but  a 
ba.tty  hiok  at  Inn  charts  1  iiultcd  at  wliat  I  thtjught  whs  the  crossroads, 
de^ignoted  bv  him  u-s  the  spot  where  1  was  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
military.  llere  we  brought  our  pieces  into  a  defensive  position  to 
rcfciist  atta<'k.s.  and  threw  an  abutw  acras.**  the  nmd  on  each  fork. 
liiMng  without  a  guide  or  proper  map  of  the  country,  and  not  feeling 
Hure  that  we  were  halted  at  the  right  place,  the  road  not  continuing  to 
the  front  a.s  1  had  expected.  accom]>anied  by  my  adjutant,  Lieutmant- 
CVmmiander  Crosnmn,  and  15  men,  I  proceeded  up  the  right-hand  road 
fometwoor  umn;  miles  to  reconnoiter.  On  tins  scout  we  saw  several  of 
the  cnemv's  cavalry  and  infantry  pickets,  watching  our  movements, 
and  our  sfcimushers  exchanged  sliotrJ  with  iheiu.  On  my  return  to  the 
coiimiand.  1  advan<'ed  it  to  atuither  crossroad:^  idx)ut  a  miUMind  a  half, 
which  seemed  to  better  answer  the  description  of  that  J  was  directed 
to  halt  at.  A*'oh»red  regiment,  whirh  came  up  to  the  forks  as  we  were 
^Uirting,  accom]miued  u?*.  We  were  intrenching  our  new  camp, when 
Iirig3idii'r-(ieniral  K.  K.  Fottnr  rode  u|),  leading  the  army  forceps  :inil 
we  decided,  after  s4)me  consultation,  that  neither  of  our  halting  places 
was  the  crossing  intended,  i)ut  still  another,  sup|K>se*l  to  |hc  to]  the  left. 
Our  tired  and  hungry  Imttaliotis,  after  dragging  at  the  iirtilU'iv  all  day, 
and  skinni>hing  through  woods,  w^ere  again  put  en  route  to  the  left, 
but  were  fiuallv  eneami>ed  for  the  night  at  11  o'clock  at  the  forks  we 
had  left. 

General  Potter,  as  1  afterward-s  learned,  took  the  wrong  road  for  fi 
niile>.  waji  forced  lo  return,  and  encam|M'fl  on  the  cros.sroads  marked 
by  a  church,  afterwards  ased  as  a  hospital  for  our  wounded. 

At  7  a.  m.,  the  Sutlj,  my  command  was  again  in  motion,  and  at  8 
K.  m.  arrived  at  the  ehurcb.  where  (Jenenil  Ilutch  had  estjiblished  hlg 
quarters.  I  here  reported  to  him  in  [MM'son.  and  halted  by  his 
ler  on  the  left  of  the  column.  While  on  the  road  I  re<'eived  an 
order  Uy  send  Iku-U  my  two  lightest  howitzers  to  tlie  forks,  which  I 
did,  umler  couunand  <»f  Acting  Knsign  Kdgren;  his  arrival  with  the 
piece's  wiw  timely,  for  he  wa.s  immediately  attjwked  by  the  enemy'.** 
ttharpsh(K)ters;  a  few  discharges  of  canister  caused  them  to  cry  out 
"cover"  and  *'retreal."  During  the  afternoon  he  accompmiod,  with 
bis  gun,  a  regiua^ut  on  a  reconnoissance  up  lo  the  road  to  the  right,  and 
discoveretl  a  nattery  in  ponition  to  defenci  it. 

At  8: 15  a.  m.  the  army  moved  on  up  the  Omhamville  road  leading 
to  the  right  of  the  church,  and  at  Si'M)  n.  m.  the  enemy  opened  lire 
'  Brooke  rifl 
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Tbe  NhjioU'ou  I'J-pouriderH  of  C^oloni'l  Ames  replied;  the  Piiomy  was 
drivpn  l>a<*k.  liririfj  iii  his  retroiit.  A  i*kiriuish  hrr  wiim  aUo  kept  up 
for  sov(!r»l  luikis,  until  t.!i«  hoiid  of  our  column  reached  a  turn  of  the 
road  at  Honey  Hill,  where  it  was  opeued  on  by  four  guns  in  position 
iK'hind  an  earthwork.  A  sharp  engagement  ensued,  wnich  IsBtod  until 
rundown,  and  in  wbirh  our  loss  was  .severe. 

Our  force  wns  then  withdrawn  to  this  position,  where  we  have  since 
intrenched.  Two  of  the  heavy  howitzers  of  the  naval  artillery,  under 
command  of  Ijieutenunl-Commander  K.  O.  Matthews,  covered  the  rear 
of  our  retiring  coluJiinsand  fired  the  last ^un  at  tlie  enemy.  The  nature 
of  the  acition  did  not  rc<|uire  that  all  the  forces  should  be  put  in  at  the 
Hrtme  time,  and  the  naval  bnjrn(U.  was  mostlv  kept  in  reserve.  Alwut 
la  meridian  the  niurini^  Uuttalion  wasoi-deretl  into  the  line  on  the  rif^ht, 
in  the  rear  of  the  I'wnntv-lifth  Ohio  Volunteers.  Lieut4*nant  Stod- 
dard, of  the  Corps,  conunamlin^  the  )>attalion,  waft  accompanied  by  my 
Acting  Atljntant  Ijieutenant-ConimandiT  Crosman  as  a  volunt*?er. 

At  3:30  p.  m..the  rest  of  the  line  falling'  back,  the  marine  battalion 
retired  in  ^ihM  order  with  it  as  the  enemy  advanced;  and  a  nt^w  jK>si- 
tion  was  taken  on  the  crossroads,  still  to  the  ri*;ht  of  the  line,  and 
held  by  the  marine  battulioii  until  about  *>  p.  m.,  when,  in  ol)edience 
to  orders,  it  was  marched  to  the  rear  with  the  army  and  Uh^V  position 
at  the  forks  of  tin*  road  to  Hupjxjrt  the  naval  battery,  whn-b  was 
placed  in  ix>sition  at  that  point,  ftir  it^s  defense  throughout  the  nipht. 
\Vitb  the  exception  of  one  man  wounded  at  tbe  Ijatterv,  al!  the  casual- 
ties I  have  to  reiK>rt  are  atnonjr  the  marines.  C-onsulerinji"  that  the 
nuirincs  composing  the  Itattalion  were  gathered  in  tens  and  twenties 
from  the  vessels  sc4itten'd  on  the  blockade,  and  bad  lieen  only  fonned 
into  a  biittulion  twodavs  before  the  light,  an4  that  all  iheromndssitmed 
comimny  oliiceis  were  sergeants,  acting  as  such,  1  think  their  conduct 
in  this  acti()n  very  creditable  to  the  Corps,  Lieutenant  Stoddard  t-aliH 
attention  to  the  gallant  conihnt  i«f  Sergeant  .1.  Cogley  in  I)ringing  up 
anniMinition  t<)  thr  front  under  a  heav}'  tire,  and  so  enahlinjf  the  l»it- 
tnlion  to  nuiintain  its  jx»sition.  Thp  sailor  infantrv,  under  Lieutenant 
O'Kane,  was,  much  to  his  regret,  not  called  into  action. 

Two  comiMinies  did  good  service  in  assisting  at  tbe  drag  ropes  of 
the  artillery,  which  could  hardly  have  been  brouglit  u]i  without  such 
ashistance.  The  remainiTig  comjianies  assist-ed  in  tuiTiing  bjuk  stnig- 
glers  fi'oin  the  front,  Tbe  report.s  of  commanding  oHiccrsof  battalions 
will  infonn  yon  of  the  paiticulars  of  all  the  service  performed  by  their 
eomnninds.  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  .1,  RowiUe,  senior  niedintl  otiicer 
of  the  brigade,  with  Acting-Assistant  Surgeons  K.  M.  Corson  and 
II.  h.  Ciibbs,  rendered  efficient  servici-  in  the  rear,  and  as  our  casual- 
tioH  were  light,  they  were  able  to  aid  their  overtasked  brethren  (»f  the 
army. 

Oiir  mctlieal  stores  were  also,  as  Doctor  Ui>wdle  reports,  expended 
(or  tiie  army,  their  own  not  being  at  hand.     There  was  no  opjK>r- 
tunltv  tor  a  display  of  individual  a<t.s  of  bravery,  but  all  in  the  brijf 
lule,  liolh  unMi  and  (^lhcers,  performed  thi-rr  ihity  well. 

1  have  to  tliank  y«ni,  admiral,  for  assigning  as  my  assi.stjints  in  my 
«(iuiewha(  novel  <luties  such  able  and  intelligent  otlicers  as  my  acting 
i^djutant  and  the  battalion  ((uumanders.  Accompanying  this  reix>it  is 
H  limp*  of  the  route  of  the  naval  brigade  from    Boyd's  Landing  to 
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HoiiL'v  Hill,  with  tlie  ixisitioM  ttf  thn  l»rijra<ip  in  thi'  intrpnohcd  niiiip 
occujjietl  hy  tlif  Unit*'*!  Stutrs  fortM-s  tm  lli)y*rs  Nf?ck  (iftcr  the  actioD. 
Verv  rp-sijcctfully.  your  obi'dipnt  s^Tvant, 

(lEOKdE  Henkv  Preble, 
^Wrrt/////n//rr,  U,  A'.  AV/ry,  Vomnuirulirnj  Navtd  Hri/jadt^. 

Bear-Admiral  Jonx  A.  OAiuxiREN, 

Comru'iru/trnj  Souf/i  Afiantic  BUn^kmlvmj  Stjuxtdrwu 


|]iiitra«tlona  from  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  8.  Havy.  re^rdin^  the  embarking  of  the 

naval  brigade- 

Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

lirotid  Rn'fi\  Souf/i  Carol i'lifi^  Dtrefuhtv  5^  186^, 

The  naval  hripuic  will  pn-pure  toeinliark  with  \i»  gun.s  iniinecliately 
on  rt'C<?i\ing  thin  oi*der. 

YesselH  will  La  tlrtaili'd  for  the  purjxiH**. 

General  F()sti>r  kimlly  offers  the  use  of  stc-ow^  wnd  horw»  for  the 
convenienro  of  landing  and  removing  the  howitzers. 

The  naval  brigade  will  land  on  the  west  bank  of  the  "Tiili(iniiv/'at 
ft  i)oint  designated.  I  am  informed  hy  (Tcnenil  Koj*tor  that  all  the 
wiute  reginjcntrt  of  the  I>o]>artnient  now  hci'o  are  to  land  at  the  same 
time. 

The  3fiii<fo^  will  prejmre  to  leave  for  the  site  of  oijeration. 

The  Afintj*Mj  and  SojHfma  will  advance  as  fariLKpoKHible  up  the  stream 
to  cover  the  landing  and  wlvance. 

They  will  he  preceded  by  the  IhtffKiU^  Pettit^  and  other  tugs,  keep- 
ing their  guns  readv  for  instant  use. 

The  howitzers  will  be  landed  after  the  s(|uadron  infantry,  and  under 
cover  of  the  g«nl>oats,  and  are  to  eooix'rate  in  advance  of  the  troops. 

The  coumiissary  of  the  brigade  will  si-c  that  the  men  are  properly 
provisioned. 

The  l>oat  division  will  be  towed  up  to  precede  the  steamers,  sounding 

>at  each  bow  of  the  advance,  and  giving  timely  notice  of  obstructions  in 
the  i-Imnnel. 
John  A.  Dahloukn. 
li^r^Atlmiral^  Oymdff.  South  Athtntir  Blm-kofl hnj  H*inadrim, 


I 
I 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Sahlgren,  D.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Creighton,  U.  8.  Ravy,  oon- 
mandiag  C  8.  8,  Uiagoe,  to  cover  tbo  landing  of  troopi  in  Tnlifluny  BiTer. 

Flaoship  Philadeli'hia,  Ih'iymhf^r  G,  J804- 
SiH:  I  wish  you  to  pass  up  the  Tulitinny  River  and  cover  the  land- 
ing place  of  the  titHjps. 

It  is  supposed  that  you  can  go  ils  far  as  the  landing  of  the  picket 
Btation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  a€r\ant, 

J,  A.  Dahlgben. 
Commander  Ckkujhton, 

Commundintj  l\  S.  S.  Mimjof. 

The  eoraroander  of  the  Bdtit  will  a**eiHtyoti  in  tin'  channel, 
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Ordflr  of  lUftr-Admiral  Dshlg-ren,  D.  8.  Navy,  to   Comnuuider   Creightoo.   U.    S.    Ifaiwf, 
regarding  sappliei  of  ammaaltlon  and  provisions  for  the  naval  brigade  ashors. 

FlaWSHII'    PllILAMKU'JJIA, 

SiK:  It  itt  very  important  that  tho  t^upplics  of  uminunition  and  pro- 
viHions  for  tlic  s(|im4i'iiii  brigiiUc  ik)\v  anhoro  t<bouM  In-  ri*j.'ular  and 
sufficient,  and  he  asHiire4l  of  Ix^in^  pro^MMly  forwarded.  I  drsiri\ 
thtfrofore,  that  you  will  maintain  n  t-ommunii^tion  with  Captain 
Problc  regularly  each  diiy  and  have  an  officer  aent  t<j  me  at  least  once 
a  day,  statiiu^  iLc  t'Oiiditioii  of  tijcse  Hiipplie.s. 


Tfie  boat 


divisii 


Icr  ('uptjiin  (Jjllespie  will,  eyery  night,  niain- 


t  he  boat  division   umlcr  Inptjun  ujUespie  will, 
in  a  yitrilfint  obsfn'vation  of  tlir  'l\ililiunv  and  its 


I 


tain  a  vigilant  obs^n-vation  of  thr  'l\ililiuny  and  its  banks,  and  he  will 
report  to  me  every  morning  the  occurrence  of  the  previouH  night. 
I  am,  very  respectfully.  yo»ir  ubedienl  ^<l■rvant. 

I  .1.     A.     nAIILOUKN. 


Comumndei'  CiiEiGirroN, 


D«taU«d   report  of  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren,   U.    B.   Navy,   regarding    operatlona    from 
November  30  to  December  7,  1S64. 

No.  688.J 


1 

f 


FlAG-StEAMKR    PUILADKLI'IIIA, 

Bnnul  River^  South  CarfUna^  Lhcemher  7,  IHG^, 
Sra:  My  dif*patch  of  the  JlOth  ultimo  informed  the  Department  of 
the  movement  at  Hoyd's  Crock,  [South  Carolina],  bv  th«  fiJi-ces  under 
Genei-al  Fo8tcr  and  myself. 

Everything  seemed  to  look  well  on  Tuesday  evening.  On  Wedncw- 
dny  (3nth)  tlie  advanre  was  made  <Jrrectly  upon  and  toward  the  rail- 
ixrnd  alH>ve  Graham  vi  lie. 

The  labels  bad,  however,  by  this  time  collected  in  force  and  were 
impeding  the  march  of  the  troops  by  nmsketry  ami  a  few  small  pieces, 
but  the  advance  eontiiiued  and  (Sefore  long  General  Hat<'h,  who  eom- 
manded,  found  farther*  progress  barred  by  a  work  whieb  looked  upon 
the  rtKid,  an<l  was  i-oveitd  on  tin?  flanks  by  heavy  woods  and  other 
oK-*t  ructions. 

I  have  not  yet  snIKiient  exact  infoniiation  to  tonvry  a  correct  idea 

oJ  ihe  contlirt  or  its  hK'idity,  but  our  understanding  of  the  nuitter  is 

tfalkt  U»e  General  aswiidted  the  work  an'l  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 

Tlie  fleet  brigade  did  its  duty  fully,  and  rendered  giiod  service  with 

its  boat  howitzers  its  well  as  nuisketry. 

I  h»T«t  not  yet  received  any  ollicial  rejutrts  lo  me,  and  am  unable 
efore  to  transmit  them,  bul  will  do  so  at  the  tirst  opportunity. 
rebels  did  not  nttempt  to  come  out  fnan  their  position,  and 
1  Hatch  drew  olf  at  bis  leisure,  and  fell  back  to  a  more  eonveni- 
where  he  remained. 
%y  flrneral  FosttM'.  with  a  few  tug8,  one  of  them  the  Daffo- 
^'15»r'  'AtMU*  three  hundred  men,  went  into  Whale  Branch, 

^ama^K  i-.Port  Koyal   Ferry.  sur|)rised  a  small  work  of  two 

ipwws,  tlie  guard  runidag  awuv,  evidently  suiprised. 
^e  I  pas^  to  the  lie^d  of  6roa<l  River  and  into  the 
r  »ik  »e  Patent  and  Sonoma,  where  a  small  work  with 
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coupU*  of  sutnll  giiii>  was  jilaood  soa**  to  bur  tho  |«if*sacpi  tho  Htrcnni 
wa**  too  winding  and  narrow  to  f^rt  nearer  Uian  a  roiijju'  of  thousand 
ynnls,  and  tho  i-eliols,  after  tiring  a  few  shots,  rftircd  to  tho  near 
woods  and  let  us  pound  away. 

At  the  «ime  timo  General  Hatch  pu.shod  out  a  li^jbt  rolunni  from  his 
H^hl.  and  the  Poutwr  sent  her  Iinats  up  the  creek  from  lV)vd\s  Ijand- 
ing.  the  whole  affair  beinj;  merely  a  reconnoissance  made  to  assume 
the  appearanee  of  a  demonstnition,  and  thus  also  uiislpail  the  r4*l>Gl« 
and  uivide  their  forces. 

The  general  view  of  tlie  ^ile  le^l  Oenenil  Foster  an<i  myself  t<t  a 
more  complete  reeounoissanco  next  day  (Deceml)er  5),  the  tiring  being 
renewed  as  iLsiml  to  jfive  the  idea  of  aniove  that  way,  while  in  fiu-t  we 
were  re^rdin^  a  stream  on  the  ri>jht  (Tulilinny),  )join^  in  another 
direction,  and,  with  the  Coosa whatchie,  forming  a  peninsida  or  island, 
over  which  the  rsiilroad  [Charleston  and  Savannah]  passed  by  two 
bridge*)  at  no  great  rli>;tance  from  each  other. 

1  had  always  looked  1o  the  general  eontigiuation  of  the  ground  hero 
lis  very  favonildo  for  cutting  the  railroad,  and  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  genenil  was  of  the  same  opinion.  We  agreed,  thci*efore,  to  make 
it  the  object  of  a  move  the  next  day. 

Wherefore,  on  Tuesday,  the  Gth,  leaving  Boyd'S  Landing  to  be  held 
by  General  Hatch  with  some  troops  and  the  P'tutint\  we  moved  very 
early  itp  Broad  River  with  gunlwat*  and  transport**  and  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  Tulitinny  about  s  o'clock  a.  m.  The  fog  somewhat 
obscured  our  approach,  and  but  for  the  low  tide  we  would  have  di.s- 
emlwrked  instantly,  but  this  comi)elled  a  resort  to  boats;  <iuickly  the 
water  was  alive  with  them  pulling  for  the  landing,  soldiers  and  sailom 
in  ever_v  variety  of  Hoating  things. 

In  the  lead  was  a  launch  of  the  boat  division.  Acting  Master  E.  G. 
Furber.  The  lleet  brigade  with  its  guns  soon  got  ashore  with  its 
military  (•ommanders,  and  the  whole  moved  (piickly  up  the  single  road 
that  leads  up  l)etwcen  the  rivers. 

The  Department  Avill  notice  in  the  sketch  annexed*  how  favorable 
was  the  ground  when  once  we  gamed  a  fociting,  the  width  of  the  island 
being  well  adapted  to  the  front  of  a  snitill  f<»ne.  and  each  flank  covered 
by  a  stri'iini.     Once  there  our  men  c<nikl  not  be  oiist^xl  easily. 

The  rohol>  appear  to  have  been  c<HiipK'(i*ly  dec*'ived  by  the  previous 
dcuionstration  toward  the  Ct)osawlialrUie  and  its  batt4'ry,  and  when 
they  iK'rcoived  the  rt-al  direction,  sent  a  force  with  all  dispatch  to 
disnut*^  the  landing,  one  of  the  regiments  a  veteran  regular. 

But  our  men  had  a  fair  field  and  asked  no  favors,  so  when  the 
enemy  came  down  on  them  they  wt^re  gradually  jiushed  back  toward 
the  railroad. 

1  can  now  only  give  a  very  general  and  hearuay  report,  a«  there  is 
no  time  for  the  oflScei's  engaged  to  write. 

Among  other  stalcmentis  made  to  the  general  in  my  presence  was 
that  our  arivance  liad  been  gatliered  wpon  thickly,  and.  to  quote  the 
expression,  ""things  h>oked  squally.*"  u hen  our  blue  jackets  came  up 
at  a  round  pace  with  their  howitzers  and  opened  hre. 

The  rebels  then  gave  way,  still  resisting  the  advance,  and  still 
rei'eding  before  our  men. 

By  evening  a  re|W)rt  came  that  the  l>ridge  of  the  county  road  had 

•  Not  found. 
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been  destroyed,  a  very  important  result.     Only  a  little  farther  is  the 
railroad  and  bridge. 

Now,  as  I  write,  matters  are  reported  as  going  on  favorably;  the 
sound  of  the  howitzers  and  musketrj^  is  lively. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  exactness  the  distance  of  the  rail- 
road, but  the  cars  are  well  beurd  and  seen. 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  behavior  of  the  fleet 
brigade;  the  officers  and  men  go  to  the  work  with  a  zeal  and  vigor  that 
is  deserving  of  all  praise,  ana  makes  me  regret  that  my  force  is  too 
limited  to  permit  a  stronger  detachment,  for  I  have  more  howitzers. 

As  soon  as  I  have  the  official  dispatches  they  will  Xta  transmitted. 

Meanwhile  I  transmit  a  list  of  casualties  in  the  action  at  Boyd's 
Creek  on  the  ^9th  ultimo,  and  here  on  the  0th  and  7th  instants. 

These  amount  to  23  men.  I  will  fill  them  up  from  the  smiadron, 
and  will  be  compelled  to  draw  off  the  few  marines  of  the  Von^gal^ 
which  I  hope  the  Department  will  permit. 

The  blocKade  remains  insufficient,  and  1  learn  now  that  a  steamer 
had  passed  into  Georgetown,  [S.  C],  the  first  occurrence  of  the  kind, 
but  1  fear  it  may  be  repeated,  as  I  have  no  more  force  to  spare  for 
that  place. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Hear- Admiral^  Comdtj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqitadroii, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sect'etary  of  th^  Navy. 

P.  S. — .lust  after  closing  this  dispatch  I  received  the  annexed 
report  from  Commander  Proble,  commanding  fieet  brigade,  and  writ- 
ten under  the  disadvantages  of  the  battlefield. 


Beport  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  B.  Kavy,  commanding  naval  brigade. 

IIeaixjuarters  Fleet  Brigade, 

In   th;  FUM,  Drcrmher  7,  186^. 

Sir:  Yesterday,  after  landing,  we  dnigged  the  howitzers  through  the 
swampy  ground  and  hurrit^d  them  forward  with  the  murine  battalions. 

The  sailor  infantry  landed  above  with  the  army  and  advanced  with 
it.  As  we  hurried  on  we  heard  sharp  firing  of  musketry  in  the 
advance,  and  hurried  up  to  reach  the  field  just  as  the  rebels  £ad  been 
driven  from  it  with  loss. 

Our  sailor  infantry  fought  well,  and  had  13  or  15  wounded  out  of  110. 

As  soon  as  the  howitzers  came  up  one  was  placed  in  the  road  and 
scattered  an  attacking  column,  while  the  other  pieces  shelled  the  woods 
to  the  left.  The  marmes  skirmished  through  tne  woods,  and  there  was 
more  or  less  firing  until  night. 

The  rebels  had  a  battery  on  the  left,  and  the}'  played  upon  us  down  the 
crossroads,  and  another  on  the  right  of  the  same  road.  A  regiment  of 
infantry  was  sent  by  General  Potter  to  the  right,  which  destroyed  a 
bridge  and  prevented  the  rebels  flanking  us. 

The  rebels  appeared  to  be  in  good  f<»rco  and  to  receive  continual 
reinforcements.  We  drove  the  enemy  and  encamped  on  the  field  of 
battle. 
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This  moruiiitj  the  firing  wa^  rcnowcri  by  the  enemy  from  the  woods 
ill  fnmt  and  on  the  ri^rht. 

i)iie  howiUiT  f*h('Ilfrtl  tho  wooUs  to  the  rij^ht  iind  prevented  (he  enemy 
I'mui  rltK^ino^  on  lis  in  thut  direction.  ShiirpshnoterH  wnrt*  in  t\w  trees 
in  front,  when  tlio  tiriiij?  bad  teasod  in  »  inonsure,  und  four  piet'e-s  were 
withdrawn  tm  a  reserve  to  the  rear,  to  occupy  the  pot^ition  we  are  now 
intrenchiuj^. 

Two  heavy  howititer*  are  still  at  the  front  for  the  night,  under  Lieu- 
tenant llajward. 

For  the  nipht  I  iini  located  Ht  Geneml  Hatch's  headtjuartt^rs,  whieh 
Is  in  close  proximity  to  our  brii^udc.  One  ronumny  of  niarine-s  wiw 
thrown  forward  In-st  night  on  the  left  front  as  a  sKinuish  line,  and  was 
withdrawn  with  the  line  this  morning,  and  reached  camp  alx>ut  noon. 
I  havi>  1  corporal  wounded  and  1  private  missing. 

Thr  lw<»  rtnijiining  t'omiMinios  of  marine.H  have  been  out  on  picket 
nil  day.  and  were  not  relieved  until  sundown. 

Twenty-Kve  men  and  1  oiHeev  n'|Kirted  to  me  to-day. 

Adjutant  Stanle'y  and  LiL'utenant  Whitehead  were  sent  to  the  rear 
sick,  together  with  some  men. 

1  have  been  in  battle  or  on  the  move  all  day»  and  it  has  been  raining 
bard. 

Captain  Bradford  retained  my  aid  on  board  tht?  FVuhdelph'm.  1 
have  all  my  baggjigc,  in<'luding  st^itionpry.  at  the  landing.  I  could 
not  have  taVen  care  of  it  had  it  been  here  before  to-night. 

I  pn'?<ump.  VkA  we  are  inti'enehing  our  lines,  we  are  to  lemain  here, 
but  T  can  not  tell  where  or  when  I  am  to  mov**  again. 

I  sent  you  a  list  of  wounded,  as  far  as  I  know,  this  p.  m. 

1  have  already  diiected  thf  lM)at  commanders  to  give  me  their  reports, 
which  thpy  will  do  as  .Mion  lis  possible. 

Had  we  landed  tlie  howitzers  where  the  urniy  landcii,  at  |.binie«] 
Gregory's.  [Tulifinny  Creek  |,  we  would  have  been  able  to  have  kept 
them  up  witn  the  advanc**  crdumn. 

I  sent  you  yeisteivlay  a  rebel  ritle  Hhetl,  lU-pouncUM*.  which  struck 
the  field  nejir  me;  also  some  picket  papers  foun<l  at  the  lower  Gregory's 
house,  which  I  hope  you  got. 

The  rebels  left  Hgo<id  many  dead  on  the  field;  Lieutetmnt-CV)mmander 
Matthews  Imried  h  within  bis  camp  last  rii^.'-ht. 

I  write  this  by  the  camp  Hrc.  and  bojK'  you  will  understJind  and 
exiu-^e  all  iuforiniilities. 

1  iH'lieve  (be  battlefield  of  yesterday  is  called  Tulitlnny  Crossroads, 

The  sailors  and  marines  lM*[i:ive  admirably  in  camp  and  in  buttle. 
llespwtfully,your  obedient  servant, 

Gkokoe  IIenuv  Pkkfu.k. 
Coininawltfr^  U.  S.  Nmnf^  Commaihdimj  FUct  Britjade. 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahi.4)krn, 

Ofmmanding  Stnith  Athtndr  iil<fcl'adifuj  St/uafirrm, 

[KiicUitiun.*.] 
List  of  titUiif  uxmttiifti,  anti  mitmiitg,  nnmltnigade,  December  £,  IS64' 


1 


KilM. — Knapp,  sergeant  marines,  MtngtM'. 
M'oftntff'//. — Clancy,   corporal  marines,   J'trntiav;  Y 


Canandaujun;     Mallorv. 
SftitfOitn-    (mortjiUy) 
Minyoe, 


oung,  corporal. 


rv.     private,     Canandaiyua;    Neilly.    private, 
\V a  1  ke r,    pn vate,    / \imi^e;    W  Uson,    private. 
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Missing.— ^oy^  private,  Mingoe;  O'Neill,  private,  Mingoe;  Drake, 
Georgo  C.,  Saratoga;  Henr}'  Kittering,  private  (reformed  rebel), 
Mi^phift. 

Sick. — Pat  Kiernan,  Companv  C,  ^i^.  Lmiis^  on  Mingoe;  George  C. 
Lincoln,  Company  C,  on  Bay  Point;  Thomas  Kiernan,  Company  C, 
on  Bay  Point;  Horace  Chew,  Company  C,  Geranium^  in  rear. 

Wounded  in  action  December  6,  2S64,  as  far  as  known. 

Edward  Birch,  ordinarv  seaman,  Sonoma;  Patrick  Gleaaon,  lands- 
man, Sonoma;  Patrick  ifayes,  landsman,  Saratoga;  James  Northrop, 
landsman,  Memphis;  Michael  Lynch,  landsman,  Sotumia;  Thomas 
Mullen,  marine,  Mingite;  George  Groth,  ordinary  seaman,  SU  Louis; 
Thomas  McDonald,  ordinary  seaman,  Saratoga;  Charles  Honor,  lands- 
man, Saratoga;  Horace  Thompson,  seaman,  N'ew  Hampshire;  Morti- 
mer Tower,  landsman,  Saratoga;  Kobert  Wilson,  St.  Louis;  Charles 
Miller,  Geranium. 

Deceml>er  7,  ISG4. 

Corporal  Ed.  Kemmerer,  Po7itiac;  Brandt,  private,  missing, 
Sonotna. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  B.  Havj,  to  Acting  Master  Bower*,  TT.  8.  Navy,  oom- 
manding  XT.  B.  B.  Cimarron,  to  send  tbe  marines  from  that  vessel. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Broad  River,  South  Carolina,  December  7,  1864' 
Sik:  You  will  send  without  delay  all  the  marines  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Cintarron  to  this  place  for  duty  in  the  naval  brigade  commanded  by 
Commander  (ieorge  H.  Preble. 

Very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral.,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockoding  Sq'ivadron-. 

Acting  Master  William  L.  Bowers, 

Commandituj  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 


Beport  of  Commander  Freble,  U.  B.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  in  Tuliflnny  Biver. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 
Talhird'^H  House,  Deceauo^s  J^ick,  S.  €, ,  December  <9,  1864* 
Sir:  1  have  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  orders  from  the  command- 
ing general,  the  forces  under  my  command  were  withdrawn  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th  from  the  position  on  the  Grahamville  road,  at 
Boyd's  Neck,  and  proceeded  to  Boyd's  I^andin^,  where,  under  your 
instructions,  it  was  embarked,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  rifled 
howitzers,  on  board  of  steamers,  and  at  daylight  the  following  morning 
proceeded  up  the  Tulifinny  River,  and  was  disembarked  at  Gregory's 
Landings.  A  portion  of  Lieutenant  James  O'Kane's  infantry  battalion 
was  put  on  shore  at  the  upper  landing,  and  proceeded  on  at  once  with 
the  army  forc«  under  General  Potter,  landing  at  that  point.  The 
remainder  of  the  infantry,  the  marines,  and  the  artillery  were  disem- 
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!.  iimiiT  (liivetiim  of  Kl('rt-('iii>biin  lii-adford,  iit  tho  lower  land- 
ing, which  i>rov<'<l  marshy,  lionnls  titxl  tiniln'r  were:  thrown  down  to 
make  a  roan  for  it.  and  tht*  jjiiiis  had  to  he  draj^jft'd  through  the  swiimp 
with  gn^-ut  IuU)r,  which  oc!a>itouod  some  dflav.  I,  ho>\ovtn\  hurrird 
the  forro  forward  hh  -«x)n  ils  it  wim  hin(h>d,  untl  as  wc  |>r<.M-<'t'dtMi  heard 
»-harp  tiring  in  front.  This  inspiritod  the  men,  and  they  hurried  up 
the  pieces.  On  reaching  An  open  field  we  found  the  engagement  still 
going  on,  though  after  a  .•*tu)>l>orn  contest  the  enemy  had  already  l>e.on 
driven  from  it  and  were  tiring  musketry  from  the  woods  in  front  and 
to  the  left,  and  from  a  tjattery  hIho  on  the  h^ft.  Our  arrivnl  was 
timely,  for  the  army  had  advanced  without  horsoa  or  artillery,  and 
WBK  short  of  ammunition,  one  of  the  colonels  re|M)rting  to  General 
Potter,  as  I  joined  him,  that  hU  supply  for  his  regiment  was  exhausted 
and  he  irmst  use  thi'  l>ayonet. 

Wheeling  the  howitzers  into  position  on  the  field,  we  opened  a  fire 
upon  the  left,  which  soon  silenced  the  enemy's  nmskctry.  Planting 
another  of  the  howitzers  in  the  road  to  rake  the  crossroads,  wo  dis- 
charged it  againi^t  an  advancing  column  of  the  enemy,  which  quickly 
di.snppearcd.  Continuing  this  tii-c  at  intervals,  a  hatt<'ry  of  the  enemy, 
near  the  Coosa w^hatchie,  occiLsionally  replied  from  Pi-i>ounder  smooto- 
bore  and  10-pounder  lirooke  rifle. 

ITic  sailor  infantry  under  Lieutenant  O'Kane  l>ehaved  well,  and 
received  merited  apjjiausc  for  their  braver?'  from  the  army.  Out  of 
110,  it  counted  15  wounded. 

The  capture  of  a  rclh>l  battle  flag  from  the  Fifth  Georgia  Kegimont 
was  disputed  between  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  and  Fifty- 
.^ixlh  New  York  regiments,  while  the  honor  of  shooting  the  color 
bearer  is  claimed  by  one  of  our  sailors. 

That  night  wc  camped  on  the  l)attletield,  and  had  a  picket  disturbance 
about  uiidnight. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have  be«n  severe.  Lieutenant- 
C-omniander  Matthews  buried  5  of  the  enemy  within  the  circuit  of  the 
eamp  of  hin  artillery. 

The  next  morning,  the  7th,  about  I*  a.  m..  the  enemy  opened  a 
skirmish  tire  from  tlie  wo(xls  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  our  line. 
Our  howitzers  opened  fire  to  the  right,  and.  driving  them  ftaek  at 
every  discharge,  prevented  their  getting  round  on  the  flank,  while 
they  assisted  tne  musketry  tire  in  frtmt,  which  disjwrscd  thctii.  A  few 
shots  were  (inKl  from  a  rel>el  battery  on  the  right,  across  the  field. 
Soon  after  this  linng.  1  received  orders  to  move  my  command  and  to 
throw  up  intrenchuient>4  in  our  present  position,  leaving  two  heavv 
howitzers  in  the  field  inrhargeof  Lieulenunt  Hay  ward.  In  this  hrusli 
with  the  ent-my  we  had  one  man,  a  corporal  of  marines,  wounded. 

The  weather  turned  very  inclement  and  i-ainy,  which  probably 
hiL^tiMied  the  retiruig  of  the  rehels. 

During  the  night  iny  men  were  hard  at  work  intrenching  our  camp, 
and  oonn)leted  the  work  Ix^fore  rnoi'ning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

Georok  Hevhv  Preble, 
Comnn^nder^  U.  S.  Nnt^y^  Vommmidinij  Smml  Brigade. 

r-Adrairal  .Tohn  A.  DAiiUiBRN. 
Comnumdiii^  South  Atlantic  I^ftukadinff  i^quadron. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  V.  9.  Havr,  regarding 
diitlngiUihing  pennanti  for  the  naval  brigade. 

Flag-Steaheb  Philadelphia, 
Cooaawhatchie  Miver^  'S.  C ,  December  9,  186J^ 
Sib:  I  send  vou  three  distinguishing  pennants  for  the  battalions  of 
the  fleet  brigade — red  for  the  howitzers,  blue  for  the  skirmishers,  and 
white-blue  For  the  marines,  marked  witii  an  anchor. 

It  will  be  well  not  to  let  our  sailors  and  marines  forget  the  habits  to 
which  they  have  been  accustomed,  for  they  may  lose  this  without 
acquiring  those  of  the  soldiera,  and  1  must  confess  to  a  preference  for 
the  more  exact  and  respectful  training  of  the  Navy. 

It  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  cause  them  discomfort,  but  they 
should  never  bo  allowed  to  omit  the  usual  acknowledgments  of  the 
presence  of  their  officers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Adm.irah  Oonuhj.  Sauth  Atlantic  Bi<fckading  Sgiiaanm. 

Conunander  George  Henry  Preble, 

Commanding  Fleet  Brigade, 


Beport  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  B.  Navy,  regarding  engagement  of  the  enemj  at  DeToaiu^i 

Keok. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 
Talbh\Ts  lIoxiHe^  Deveanjns  JVeck^  S.  6'.,  Decemher  10,  186J^ 
Sir:  Yesterday  morning  at  daybreak,  by  order  of  the  commanding 

feneral,  the  marine  battalion,  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant 
larines  G.  G.  Stoddard,  was  sent  to  the  front  intrenchments  to  report 
to  Colonel  Sillimun  and  form  the  extreme  right  of  aline  of  skirmishers 
in  an  expected  action  with  the  enemy.  My  acting  adjutant,  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander A.  F.  Crosman,  volunteered  to  accompany  them,  and 
did  so.  At  the  same  time  the  sailor  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  James 
O'Kane,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  sent  to  report  to  Hrigadier-General  E.  E. 
Potter,  to  form  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  of  battle. 

The  battery  of  heavy  112-pounder  howitzers,  consisting  of  guns  Nos. 
1,  3,  *i,  and  8,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  O.  Matthews,  who 
had  orders  to  report  to  Lieut«nant-Colonel  Ames,  was  placed  in  the 
field  from  which  tlie  enemy  was  di'iven  on  the  «)th,  in  jx)sition  to  shell 
the  woods  in  front  before  the  advance  of  our  troops  and  the  right 
flank,  after  they  had  entered  the  woodw.  The  two  light  howitzers 
were  left  in  position  near  these  headquarters  to  protect  the  left  flank 
of  our  intrenchments. 

To  myself  was  jussigned  by  (Tcneral  Hateh  the  command  of  the 
reserves,  consisting  of  the  Thirtv -second,  Thirtv-fourth,  and  Thirty- 
fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry. 

The  forces  being  in  position,  at  9  a.  m.  the  artillery,  in  all  ten 
pieces — armv  and  navv — opened  a  rapid  fire  in  front  to  clear  the 
woods,  which  was  contfnuea  for  ten  minutes.  On  its  ceasing,  the  skir- 
mish line,  commanded  by  Colonel  Silliman,  of  the  Twentj'-sixth  Col- 
ored Regiment,  and  consisting  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty -seventh 
and  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  York  and  our  marine  battalion, 
in  all  about  600  strong,  entered  the  woods  in  front  and  was  followed 


]>y  thi>  main  line  of  buttle,  oonsistinj^^  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  New  York,  and  One  hundmd  and  second  Col- 
ored regiment?*,  and  the  ?*ailor  Iwttalinn  of  infantry,  in  all  ulwut  I,Ui|) 
*:lrong.  This  line  was  followed  by,  and  dcsija;ned  to  proteet.  tho' 
Twenty -fifth  Ohio  with  axes,  who  had  orders  to  lut  a  r<iad  lt>0  feet 
witle  tLrough  the  woods,  to  o|X'ii  the  Savannah  and  C'harlcstou  liail- 
mad  to  the  (ire  of  our  bjitt**rit\s  on  the  rijjrht. 

A8  the  troops  advanced  our  artillery  coniinenoed  and  eontinued  to 
shell  the  wooas  with  shrapnel  on  the  ri^ht  and  left  Hanky,  and  kept  up 
the  lire  during,'  the  whole  advance,  the  sig^nalof  recall  beiu^r  the  eosaa- 
tion  of  the  artillerv  fire. 

At  !>:56  a.  in.  the  skirmish  tire  oonimcDced,  and  the  nnisketrv  tire 
continued  until  near  sundown. 

Atll;;iOa.  m.  the  Thirty-fourth  Colored  Rejjiment  of  the  i*e.serve 
was  ordereil  to  liie  front  to  remrt  to  (ii'nrnil  I*otter. 

At  'i  p.  m.,  the  Twenty-tifth  Ohio  having  done  its  work,  the  artil- 
lery ceiL"*pd  tire,  and,  (»ur  lines  bej^innin^  to  retire,  the  enemy  advance*! 
with  yelU  and  volleys  of  niufketry. 

At  4  p.  rn.  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York,  having 
exDended  all  its  ammunition,  returned:  and  at  -l:  la  the  Thirtv-seeond 
Coion*d  of  the  reseiTes  was  ordered  to  the  front,  when  the  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-fourth  New  York  report**d  to  me  and  took  its  place  in 
the  intrenehment*. 

The  enemy  thitiughout  the  day  continued  a  tire  of  grapeshot  and 
sh^ll  from  a  l>attery  on  our  right. 

Altout  sundown  the  tiring  ceased  on  both  sides,  and  our  forces  hav- 
ing' driven  back  the  enemy  withdrew  in  good  order  and  rrturned  to 
Ihiir  inti*enchnients,  t\w  cutting  through  the  woods,  which  wat*  the 
intent  of  the  attack,  having  been  aeconiplished. 

( >ur  loss  in  the  naval  brigade  was,  as  far  as  ascertained.  'J  killetl.  IS 
wnundiMl,  and  13  marines  missing  and  probably  drowned.  I  forward 
the  surgi'on'H  rp]M>rt  ()f  these  cusualties. 

It  IB  necdlc8ri  to  add  that  otHccrs  and  men  behaved  with  gHllanlry 
and  spirit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

<ieoK4;K  Hknry  Prebi.e. 
(!omunin*l'f.  U.  S.  Nat'ij^  (\nnunimifn<j  JVhwU  Jiri^ja/le, 

Kenr-Admiral  .Iohn  A.  lUiiuaiKN,  U.  S.  Navy,   ■ 

Vomvuintihitj  Sfut/t  Atltnifif  Bh/ckadhuj  Sij-amlrtm. 


Btrport  of  Commander  Preble.  TT.  8.  Hnvy,  regarding  ezploiive  balls  need  by  the  Ovnfeder- 
tttei  In  engagements  in  Tntlflnny  River. 

Hkauquakters  Naval  Brtgadk, 

Stb:  I  wish  to  atld  to  mv  reports  of  the  engagements  near  the  Tuli- 
fionv  River  that  the  rebel  sharpshooters  used  exi>lo.->ive  balls  against 
us.  known   bv  t[ 


pecul 


q> 


the  timl)er:  also  froni  having  Uvi'u  nicked  up  unexplodrd  <»n  the  field. 
Doctor  Hniton,  the  chief  medicjil  otlicer  of  the  army,  hius  ono  of 
thewe  explosive  bullebs  in  his  [x^sscssion.  It  is  a  conical  twdl  in  shape, 
lik<*  an  ordinary  ritle  bullet.  The  pointed  i*iid  i>  charged  with  a  ful- 
minate.    The  ha«e  of  the  liall  scpurate-t  from  the  conical  end,  and  has 
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a  leaden  standard  or  plunger.  The  explosion  of  the  charge  drives  the 
base  up,  so  as  to  flatten  a  thin  disk  of  metal  between  it  and  the  ball, 
the  leaden  plunjjer  is  driven  against  the  fulminate,  and  it  explodes  the 
ball.  Colonel  [\\^illiam]  Silliman  was  wounded  b^  one  of  these  balls, 
and  the  wound,  which  from  an  ordinary  bullet  might  have  been  man- 
ageable, is  in  consequence  likely  to  prove  fatal.  It  seems  to  me  the 
use  of  such  a  missile  is  an  unnecessary  addition  to  the  barbarities 
of  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Georoe  Henrt  Pbeble, 

Commander,  U.  S.  If^avy, 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Chmimandiny  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stpiadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Preble,  IT,  B.  Kavy,  urging  the  need  of  an  additional  marine 

officer. 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 
Talhird^H  limine^  Dt'vmuie'»  Neck,,  Decemher  11^  186j^. 
Sib:  I  think  it  nec^essarj-  to  represent  to  you  that  if  the^e  forces  are 
to  be  long  organized   it  is  indispensable  that  the  marine  battalion 
should  have  at leAst  another  officer  of  its  Corps  attached  to  it.     In  the 
last  fights  Acting  Adjutant  Stanley  was  too  unwell  to  accompany  the 
battalion  into  the  field.     I  considered  it  unsafe  to  risk  the  battalion  in 
the  skirmish  line  with  but  one  officer,  and  was  only  relieved  from  the 
dilemma  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  volunteering  to  ao^x>m- 
pany  it.     By  every  rule  of  rank  he  was  entitled  to  assume  the  com- 
mand of  the   battalion,  but  refrained  from  doing  so  out  of  consider- 
ation for  the  feelings  of  the  first  lieutenant  of  marines  commanding 
the  battalion,  and  the  disorganizing  effect  it  would  have  with  the  men 
for  him  to  have  assumed  the  command  on  the  eve  of  battle. 
Very  respectfulh-,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gkoroe  Henry  Preble, 
Comma nder^U.  S.  Nainj^  Commanding  Naval  Brigade, 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cmnmanding  South  Atlantic  8fpuxdt*ou. 


Beport  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  B.  Navy,  requesting  two  rifled  howitierB  from  Boyd'i 

Landing. 

Heaixjuarters  Naval  Brkjade,  Di^ywhtr  11^  18€J^. 
Sir:  I  have  tolegmphod,  by  order  of  General  Hatch,  to  have  the 
two  rifled  howitzers  now  at  Boyd's  Landing  sent  up  without  delay 
with  ammunition  complete.     He  desires  them  for  a  battery  to  the  left 
of  our  present  position  to  shell  the  railroad  from. 
Our  men  are  at  work  cutting  a  road  up  to  the  place. 
If  desirable,  two  of  the  smoothbores  can  be  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 
Commander^  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Narai  Brigade. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Com.dg.  South  Atlantic  Bl-ockadtng  Squadron. 
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Ontor  of  Sear-Admiral  DftUgren.  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Creifrhton,  TT.  B   Navy,  in 
eoiLikootioD  vith  the  daty  of  the  latter  as  lenior  officer  in  Broad  River. 

Fi.a(i-.Stkamkr  Puii*ai)elphia. 
Port  R(»yrfl  Jlarhor^  Decem/^er  12,  ISijJf.. 
Sir:  The  comnmnioation  with  the  amiy  of  Geueral  Shcrniiin  t^lae- 
whei*e  obliges  me  to  withdraw  thf  Pmrnr^-  and  Swt^m47,  which  loavos 
you  as  senior  oflSccr  in  Broiid  River,  with  the  Mlmftm  in  the  TuUlinny 
and  the  J*nntf*ic  at  iloyd's  Creek. 

You  also  liave  two  tugs  for  communication  and  other  purposes. 
This  change  you  will  at  once  make  known  to  Geneml  Hatch,  and 
say  it  is  made  by  agreement  with  General  F()st(^r. 

I>o  all  in  your  power  to  a<i.siwt  the  army,  and  if  Bord's  Neck  is 
(evacuated,  the  Ptmlim;  will  join  you  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Communicate  with  Comiuiindcr  Reynolds  for  .suppliers  of  coal  and 
provLsions,  if  yo»i  mh<«ild  need  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloeen, 
RftiT-Adirilrtilx  Orrnd{f,  South  Aihinth'  UhH-ko-din^  Squadron. 

Coniiuandcr  J.  Blakelev  C^reighton,  U.  S,  Navy, 

ihmdg.  (L  S.  S.  Mlttgoe,  Senw>r  (>fficer^  Talljtnny  Riixr, 


I 


Ordor  of  Brigadier'0«&eral  Eatob,   U.  B.  Army,  to  Commander  Preble.  U.  8.  Navy,  to 

famish  two  hovitzera. 

HEAIXiUARTKItA  CoAST    DIVISION,    Deceinlrf  A?,   1^61^. 

Captain:  Vou  will  cause  two  naval  howitzers,  properly  manned,  to 
report  at  these  headquarters  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day  for  guard  at  left 


Ll)atteries. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Hatch: 
Lkonarp  B.  Perky, 
Fln*f  Li«uten4int  and  Acting  AsftUtatU  Adjutont' General* 
Commander  Preble, 
Chmmandivg  Natml  Brigcide. 


I 


BepoTt  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  sneceisfnl  practice  Are  at  the  railroad. 

Heaeiquarters  Naval  Brioade, 

TaMrd'i*  Wmse,  Ih-cemher  19,  ISGj^. 

Sir:  Since  the  action  of  the  0th  instant  not  a  shot  hafu  been  tired  by 
tbe  enemy.  Gur  army  guns.  ParrotU  and  Najxileonn,  have  had  daily 
pnutice  at  the  railroad,  and,  it  is  believed,  with  some  success.  V<'s- 
tt^niay  one  of  our  ritled  howitzers  wji-*  put  inli»  u  battery  l,lftO  yaixla 
from  the  railroad  bridge  and  opened  tire  for  the  lirst  time.  Two  are 
to  be  run  out  again  to  the  batt*'ry  to-day. 

Two  of  f>ur  howitJicrs  aTO  in  battery  at  the  front  of  our  lines,  two 
•Itear  these  headquarters  on  the  left  of  these  line.^,  and  two  in  the  rear 
and  on  the  left,  for  the  support  of  the  two  30-ponnd  Parrott**.  Rest 
ond  gotvd  weather  liave  improved  the  healtli  of  the  nunp.  It  is  near 
four  weeks  since  the  command  was  assnuMed,  and  1  would  again 
urgently  represent  the  importjince  of  providing  the  men  with  a  change 
of  clothing  from  their  ships. 


92  SOUTH    ATLANTIC   BLOGEADINO   8QUADB0N. 

The  men  whone  tinier  are  out  arc  anxious  to  go  North  on  the  next 
trij)  of  the  supply  Ht*»amer.  I  l)elicve  the  infantry  and  marines  of  the 
])ri^rade  might  he  spared  further  service  with  the  expedition,  but  the 
howitzers  will  !»e  required  as  long  as  the  army  occupies  this  point. 
There  is  still  some  grumbling  about  insufficient  rations,  though  we  get 
along  better  than  at  first. 

The  army  ration  supplied  does  not  suit  our  jacks  so  well  as  their  own. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(xEOROE  HeNRT  PbEBL£, 

Oammander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahujren. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Sahlgren,  XT.  B.  Kavy,  to  Commandar  Preble,  U.  8.  Hav7,  regardis; 
tramfer  of  men  whose  terms  of  unrioa  have  expired. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Tyhee  Road^^  Decemher  SS,  1S6j^. 
Sir:  1  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  19th  instant, 
reporting  the  oj>e rations  of  the  fleet  brigade  under  your  command. 

In  reference  to  the  men  attached  to  the  brigade  whose  terms  of 
service  have  expired,  you  will  transfer  them  to  their  respective  ves- 
sels at  the  first  practicable  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rt'dr-AdiuiraL  Comdf/.  Sont/i  Athmtic  BlocA'adinif  Squadnm, 

Commander  (Jko.  II.  Preble, 

Voumiandhuj  JVava/  Iii'i<fiid>\ 


Memorandum  for  Commander  Beynoldi. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
SiavainKih  Rtvrr,  DecttnlH*}'  ^tf,  186J^. 
The  (ieet  brigad*'  will  report  to  you. 

The  marines,  t'xt'e|)t  those  belongin-j  to  the  Xetr  ITampuhirt,,  are  to 
land  and  remain  on  Bay  lV>int,  |S.  C  . ),  for  the  present. 

The  seamen  belonging  to  the  artillery  and  infantry  are  to  1h^  <|uar- 
t<»red  on  v*'sscls  at  Port  Royal  and  sent  to  their  sevciiil  vessels  when 
a  suitable  means  of  ronveyjince  otfers. 

.1.   A.    1>AIIUJREN, 

R*tir-AdintrnL  (\nudtj.  South  At/*t»f/'c  Bl^H'htdimj  St^ttad/f*n. 


Order  of  Sear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,   V.  8.  Vavy,  to 
prepare  for  the  return  of  bia  eommand  to  tbe  Bqaadron. 

•     Fla«-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Sin^a/utah  R/'r(>r,  Ihurtnhir  26.  186^. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  prejiare  to  return  with  the  fleet 
brigade  to  the  stjuaaron. 

Tliis  is.  1  In^Iieve.  the  understanding  with  (lenenil  Foster,  and  I 
presume  has  Ikvu  made  known  to  (Jeneral  Hatch.     You  will,  of  course. 
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tb<?  general  on  the  siiSjecl.  and  aycevtain  if  this  is  the  aiMr;  if  not. 
lyon  will  not  leuvp  until  vou  hear  from  mn  fnrthor,  or  (tpntTHl  Uak'h 
{consents. 

You  wiU  convey  to  the  fleet  brigade  my  appreciation  of  the  service 
\h»ii  rendered. 

Th*»  detailed  reporta  from  the  commanding  officers  will  be  trans- 
flBittM  to  the  Navy  Dejmrtment,  and  will  contain  the  full  accounts  of 
tho  setTice  rendered,  and  of  the  names  of  the  offioers*  eng-a^ed. 

I  can  not  omit  to  bear  my  own  te.stimony  to  tho  iidolity  and  zeal  with 

I  which  the  officers  of  the  different  iHittalions,  artillerw  seamen,  and 

^marines  endeavoivd  to  ti*uin  their  meu  in  the  few  days  whieh  tho 

urpr*?ncy  of  <*irt*umstanres  permits. 

Commander  Itoynoldi*  haw  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 

[ot!if«»rs  and  ruenroujjMming^  the  brijfudeon  their  arrival  at  Port  Royal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Oaiilokrn, 
Hettr-Admiraf,  Cotiuhj,  Soiith  Affauttc  BhwJcadifuj  Squudrt^n. 
Comniauder  (jeo.  Henkt  Pueble, 

Cofinntmdiiuj  Naval  Brlgail*, 


I 


f  Oommandar  Preble,  V.  B.  Hary,  regarding  the  proj««t  for  the  oaptars  of  batter; 
Bt  Dawsou'a  Point. 

HEAIKirARTEBS    NaVAL    BbIOADE. 

TMinr^  !hmt\  Deceinbt-r  28,  JSOJ^. 
Sib:  Since  my  report  of  the  I9t}i  nothinjj  has  been  done  by  the 
naval  bripido  rrauirine  a  spe<Mal  report. 

The  howitzer-s  have  been  in  occasional  use  at  the  swamp  and  other 
batteries  for  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  but  without  eliciting  a 
return  tire.  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews  eondenuis  the  rifled 
howitzers  as  iuaecurate  in  their  aim  and  unrertnin  in  their  run^e.  It 
was  planned  for  Lieutenant  O'Kane,  with  120  sailors  and  marineH  to 
take  the  two-^n  buttery  at  Dawson's  Point  on  the  morniiijj  of  the 
i;»;th,  assailinjj  it  from  the  rear.  On  examination  the  iiiai'sh  was 
found  inipasMal>le  and  the  project  had  t<>  be  aiutndoned. 

Durinj;  the  recent  heavy  raiua  tho  brigade  has  suffered  rinnh  from 
want  of  a  ehanj^e  of  clothing. 

Very  rcepectfully,  your  obtviicnt  servant, 

George  Henry  Peeble, 
Commander^  U,  S.  Nai^y^  Comdg,  Naval  Brigade, 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgren, 

thnimandliuj  South  Atlantic  Blockadimj  Stfuadron, 


Order  of  Eear-Admiral  Dahlgreo.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Enaig-a  Lee.  M.  B.  Navy,  command- 

Iiag  U.  8.  8.  Oeraniam.  for  the  tranaportatioa  of  the  naval  brigade  from  Taliflnny. 
Klag-Steamku  PhILADKLI'MIA, 
Savannah  Rirer,  Lkci^mhcr  £6,  J864- 
Sir:  Yrui  will  proeeed  to  Tulifinnv  and  report  (o  Cfmunander  (J.  H. 
Preble  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  fleet   brigade  to  the  New 
Hampithire  at  Port  Royal. 
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After  this  service  is  accomplished  you  will  report  to  me  at  thiB 
anchorage  or  elsewhere. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgrbn, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlanth  Blockading  Squadron, 

Acting  Ensign  David  Lee, 

Commandmy  U,  S.  S.  Geranium, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  DaUgren,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Commaader  Freble,  V.  8.  Havy,  regard- 
ing the  traniportation  of  the  naval  brigade  firom  Tnlillnnjr. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  Biver^  Decemher  26 ,  186^. 
Sir:  The  Geranium  will  report  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting the  fleet  brigade  fromxulifinny  [River]  to  the  Neto  Ilammhire, 
After  having  performed  this  service,  she  will  return  tothis  ancnoi*age 
and  report  to  me  here  or  elsewhere. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Vmndg.  South  Atl<intic  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble, 

Coinmandiny  Naval  Brigade. 


Beport  of  Commander  Freble,  TT.  B.  Navy,  regarding  the  embarkation  of  the  naval  brigade 

at  Tnliflnny. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 
P(yrt  Royal,  Decemher  39,  186J^, 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  morning  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Geranium  reported  to  me  at  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  naval  brigade  at  Deveaux's  Neck  and  showed  me  his  orders 
to  transport  the  brigade  to  the  N^etn  Hampshire, 

I  immediately  communicated  the  fact  to  Brigadier-General  Potter, 
commanding,  in  the  absence  of  General  Hatch,  and  with  his  consent 
emlMirked  the  brigade  on  board  the  Gei'anium  and  Daffodil,  with  the 
exception  of  two  howitzers  and  57  men,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Hay  ward,  left  at  the  front  by  General  Potter's  request.  Orders 
have  since  been  sent  for  the  withdrawal  of  this  force.  The  remainder 
of  the  command  reached  Port  Royal  alx)ut  11  p.  ra.,  but,  owing  to  the 
gale,  no  transfers  were  made  until  this  morning.  This  morning  the 
marines  have  been  landed  at  Bay  Point,  and  the  sailors  transferred  to 
their  own  ships,  if  in  the  harbor;  if  not,  to  this  ship  to  await  transfer, 
agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  26th,  received  this  morning.  I  expect 
to  leave  this  afternoon  in  the  Geraninin-  with  the  oflScers  and  men  of 
the  St.  LouiH  for  North  Edisto, 

Vepy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 
Command^T.,  U.  S.  I^axfy,  Commnndimj  Naval  Brigade, 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navv, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Ltttar  from  Boat -Admiral  Dalil^en.  U.  8,  Vavy,  to  CommaDder  Trebls.  U.  8.  Navy,  rogard 
ing  wlUidraval  of  naval  brigade  from  TaUfiuuy. 

FI-AG-StEAMEH    HAaVRST    MoftN, 

Sir:  I  have  i-eceived  j'oiir  report  of  the  *2lHh.  from  which  it  appears 
that  you  left  vour  poMt  with  the  militflry  eominarid  at  Deveaux's  Neck 
JH'fore  receiving  any  orders  U}  that  etfe*'t. 

If  1  am  tTorrect  in  this  understanding  of  your  report,  then  I  entirely 
disHpprove  of  your  having  done  so. 

The  orders  of  the  coinniander  of  the  Geranium,  were  merely  to  pro- 
need  and  receive  the  fleet  brigade.  This  conHtitutetl  no  ground  for 
your  action. 

The  men  and  gun^  under  your  orders  were  attached  io  the  division 
of  the  Army  by  an  arrangement  lietween  (renenil  Foster  and  myself 
and  eould  lie  properly  withdrawn  only  by  a  joint  understanding 
Ijetwcen  U8. 

It  was  due  to  the  gencnil  in  command  that  he  should  bo  dnlv 
informed  of  the  intention,  and  evcti  {'xereise  a  discretion,  if,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  neec*s.sary  to  rctiiin  the  fleet  brigade. 

The  irregular  course  you  pursue<l  lays  me  under  the  unpleasant 
nece4»i?ity  of  satisfying  the  general  that  the  proper  course  was  intended 

I  by  me. 
Very  resijectfuUy.  your  obedient  scn*ant, 
J.  A.  Dahixsren, 
Rti^ir-Adviiiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  BhK-kading  6</uadt*oti. 
Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 
Comnmitding  U.  S-  Ship  St.^  JLoum^  Xifrth  Kditttti. 

X«pOTt  of  Commander  Preble,  IT.  S,  Kavy,  annoanclag  hit  return  to  duty  In  the  tquadron. 

U.  S.  SiAMip  OK  Wak  St.  Louis, 
North  Efi! tit  Iiifrf<*r^  Stoifk  Var'tlhui^  Jhrnuhfr  JO.,  1S6^. 
Sik:  1  have  the  Louur  to  report  that  I  have  n-turtii-d  to  and  resumed 
the  command  of  this  iship,  agreeably  to  orders  of  (. 'omiuander  Reynolds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geobcie  Henry  Pkeble, 

f'onwiant/fr^  I'.  S.  Navy, 

Kear-AduiiraUToiiN  .\.  Dahujren,  U.  8.  Navy, 

VoinnM)iding  South  Atlantic  Blockadinff  Sq\utdi'on» 


* 


Letter  (rem  lUar-Admlral  Bahlgreo,  TJ.  8.  Havy.  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Potter.  T7.  B.  Navy, 
explaining  the  premature  witfadraval  of  tbe  naval  brigade. 

Fl^g-Steamkk  IIakvest  Moon, 

C*hnrhi<ton  It^Huh,  S.  ('..  fh^tumher  31,  IS64. 

Genekai..  I  have  just  learned  fn»m  (^iniiuander  G.  H.  Pn-ble.  com- 
manding Ili'ct  firigade.  that  he  withdrew  it.  from  your  eotnnumd  before 
receiving  any  ordei-s  fi*om  me  to  that  effect. 

For  this  reason  you  were  uot  made  acquainted  with  the  purport  of 
that  order. 
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The  poition  relating  to  the  withdrawal  ran  as  follows: 

On  the  receipt  of  thin  you  will  prepare  to  return  with  the  fleet  brigade  to  the  squad- 
ron. ThiH  w,  I  l>eUeve,'the  underatanding  with  (.^^eneral  Foster,  and  I  preeume  has 
t>een  rnadc  known  to  General  Hatch.  You  will,  of  iiourse,  see  the  general  on  the 
suhjeft  and  aw«rtain  if  thii*  is  the  case;  if  not,  you  will  not  leave  until  yon  hear 
frtjni  tnti  furtlier,  or  General  Hatch  coneents. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  brigade  was  contingent 
on  your  own  conKcnt,  supposing  that  jou  had  been  so  authorized  by 
(ircnerul  Foster,  and  that  1  never  designed  to  give  any  authority  to 
CVunnmndor  Preble  to  withdraw  otherwise,  because,  to  my  mind,  this 
would  have  l>ccn  a  violation  of  all  military  and  naval  propriety. 

I  have  signified  to  Commander  Preble  ray  disapproval  of  his  course, 
and  that  he  a^'ted  without  any  authority  in  leaving  your  command 
iMsfoni  receiving  my  directions  in  the  matter,  which,  with  the  extract 
of  my  ordor  above  given,  will  no  doubt  satisfv  you  that  the  irregular 
proceeding  referred  to  was  not  authorized  or  intended  by  me. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  A.  Dahlgben, 
litar-Aiimtnil^  ihmdij.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqv4xdron. 

Hrigadi(M'-(r<^neral  E.  E.  Pottek, 

(Unii^nandimj  Dlm»lon^  ete.^  Hear  Otom/iohatchi^. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahl{prea,  IT,  S.  Kavy,  traiumittiiig  Uit  of  euoaltiei  in  tiie  naval 

brigade. 

No.  1. 1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

l*«n't  Royal  Harbor^  January  i,  1865. 
Silt:  I  eiu'losc  herewith  a  list  of  casualties  occurring  in  the  fleet 
brigade  whilst  engaged  in  recent  openitions. 

The  list  is  not  yet  complctod,  and  more  recent  information  will  be 
transmitted  when  reecived. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Uvav' Admiral^  <\nud*j.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqiuxdron-. 

Hon.  (hi)KoN  Wki.les, 

Sei^n'tary  ofth*'  Nary. 

[KufloHnreN.) 

IaA  of  killt'fi,  utmmlal,  itiiri  tnmhitf,  fleet  hrigiuk,  yotrmber  SO,  lSt)4,  "*  artton  at  Boy<r» 

'  Xccl;  S.  (.'. 

lulled. — Philip  Knapp,  lirst  sergeant.  Company  H,  marines,  Mingoe, 

Wottndtd. — James  ^^  alker,  private,  Company  A,  marines,  Pawnee^ 
in  neck,  mortally;  PhilipClanev,  second  sergeant,  Companj' B,  marines, 
J*(att/\n\  in  ankle;  Putrirk  Neilly,  private.  Company  A,  marines, 
S'tnottia^  in  fing«»r;  William  Wilson,  private.  Company  B,  marines, 
Jf/'n</<M\  in  tingtM-;  Michael  Malloney,  private,  C<>mi>any  A,  marines, 
Caaandtt/t/aa,  in  head;  John  Young,  corporal.  Company  B,  marines, 
Canaadaigmu  in  thigh;  James  O'Neill,  ordinary  seaman,  gun  No.  1, 
artillerv,  Canitlia,  in  head. 

J/i'ttMituj.  Holxn-t  Jovce.  private.  Company  B,  marines,  Jllngoe; 
G.  C.  Drake,  private,  Company  C,  infantrv,  '^^aratoga. 

Sickf  fatlt'd  to  t/o,  —^&tnck  Kiernan,  «S/.  Louin;  G.  C  Lincoln, 
Bay  Point;  Thomas  Kiernan,  Bay  Point:  H.  Chew,  Geranium. 
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In  tuiu.m  at  Tulijimijf  CVwwrwiti«,  t*ewmf>fr  '.*,  It/tf4. 


» 


» 


m 


iM.—  EM  ward  Bi 
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C( 


H.  infill 


yttu/tif^*/.—  tvdwiird  tSiiih.  nnlinurv  soinnHti,  C'onipniiy  IV  infiintrv, 
Sfriumtii^  in  left  aiiklr:  I'jilrirk  (ilcnstJii.  lunHsiuHn.  Company  U^  infan- 
try. Sinunmi^  in  ri^rht  foot;  Tiitrii-k  Hiivl'h,  hmdsnmn.  Coniimny  (\ 
infuutry,  S<intftMj(i^Mi  wi-JHt;  James  Northrop,  liindsnian.  (_oriii«uiy 
A,  infantry,  J/f//*/'/i /*,  Icftiirrn:  Mioharl  Lvncn,  landsman.  Comi>anv 
H.  infantry,  Smitpum^  left  arm;  'Hnmias  MulUm,  private,  Company  )S. 
inarinrs.  SaraffMja^  loft  brea,st.  on  duly:  George  (Jrotli,  ordinary'  si^a- 
ma«,Corni>any  ft,  infantry,  St.  ImhU^  rij^ht  shoulder;  Thomas  McDon- 
nld»  onlinary  seaman,  Comiwny  C.  infantry,  Saratfuja^  left  hrciwt; 
Charles  Ilanan.  landsman.  Company  C.  infantry.  SardUHja,  loft  side; 
Murtimor  Tower,  lan(l^^mn,  Com|)any  C,  infanti'y.  xStuui/ot/a,  left 
shoulder;  Charley  Wil8on,  ordinary  seaman.  Company  D.  infantry, 
frrrtt/n'nm,  rij^ht  foot;  Robert  Wilson,  Commny  H.  infantry,  St.  LouUt^ 
ri^ht  arm;  IJonute  Thompson,  Heanian.  Ci>mpany  1),  infuntry,  New 
Uampshirt \  left  arm. 

In  aetiou  at  7\xllfinn\f  CtoivritwU,  Ikftmhtr  7,  JStii. 

}Votin<i*:-f/.     Kdgar  Kemnjerer,  fourth  M;r|;cant,  Coiii|)uny  C,  niurincti, 
/^///rtc.  left  side. 
Mi^Btntj. — Charles  Brandt,  private,  C-onipany  C,  marines,  SoriM/ia. 

lu  ofiion  lit  Tuiifinny  CrtttmrotidM,  Ikrfmber  U.  tflG4. 

A7/W. — Warren  liovnton,  Company  C.  infantry,  Saratoga. 

ir//««</.//.— Christopher  Lutx,  sergeant,  neting  tirst  lieutenant.  Com- 
Tjonv  B,  marines,  Xtvo  Ilampttklrt  (mortidh-),  loft  on  the  field;  Kohert 
kellon»  private,  C-ompany  B,  marines,  Ar^r  ]Intnnnh'tns  left  lun*'; 
ThoHKis  Qutnn.  private.  Comi>!vnv  B,  marines,  Nrw  jlou,j}.^hit/\  thijin; 
I*.  W.  KIiskI,  j)rivate,  nmrines.  htnn-Aji\l^  left  thumb;  .lames  (iornian. 
private,  Comimuy  A,  marines,  JavwH  Ai/</(7\  abdomen;  William  (lor- 
don.  private.  Company  B,  marines,  Ptmtlin\  leftforeringer  (»(H'i<len(al); 
K.  (  .  I^iteH,  seeond  sergeant.  Company  A,  marines,  St.  Ltmitf^  arm; 
Willinni  MeMiirniy,  corporal.  Com]Hiny  C,  marines,  I'^^mj,  left  hand; 
Jjunes  Flvnn,  prixato.  Company  B,  infantry,  Smmmn^  left  .shoulder; 
William  I'lnde,  landsman.  Company  A,  infantr_v,  Memphix^  right 
breast  {moi-talh);  Pettn'  AVilHon,  private.  Conipany  C,  infantry.  Sarti- 
tiHja^  left  arm;  Henry  Smith,  seaman,  C<impany  C,  infantry,  Sarntotjn^ 
bead  (slightly);  William  Kdmonds,  private.  Com|>juiy  C,  infantry, 
Samt/igay  left  forearm;  John  Anderson,  private.  Company  C.  infantry, 
Sttnit^Njii^  contusion  (spent  ball);  Joseph  Wallace,  ordinary  seaman, 
ComiMiny  C,  infantry,  SttfuftM/ti^  left  hand:  George  (iallaglier.  private, 
CoinjJiiny  L>,  infantry,  C(nn/it<t,  scjilj):  James  Carner,  private,  Com- 
iMiny I),  infantry.  Sunit'H/x,  head  (slight):  Bernard  Quinn.  landsman, 
tirol  serj/eant,  Compauy  A,  infantry,  Mf//i///iift,  contusion  right  foot; 
Denby  bmith,  private^  Company  C.  infantry,  SanitiMja,  head  (slight). 

Report fd  wUftiiu/,  Dtcrmhrr  SO  {f»ipp<*Md  to  /«*  dn/ttiutd). 

John  Keatiog,  private,  Cimarit>u;  Bernard  Dyer,  private.  Com- 
pany C.  marines,  St,  Lota'tn;  Manuel  de  Jesus,  private,  Com|>any  C, 
marines,  St.  Loitin. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  V.  B.  Navy,  to  Commander  Preble,  TX.  8.  KaTj,  to  fanuali 
a  combined  and  condensed  report  of  operationa. 

Flag-Steamer  pHiLADELraiA, 

Sacanywk  Hii^er,  Jttnuary  3,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will,  »t  the  tmrlU'st  opportunity,  forward  to  ine  a  report, 
(■onihininjf  and  ooiidensing  the  matter  of  all  prcvioua  rcport«,  of  the 
opei*ation  of  the  imval  bi'igade  lately  under  your  command. 
Very  i-cspectfully,  your  obedient  scn'ant, 

J.  A.  Dahusren, 
Rftw-Adinlrtih  ('omd<j.  Soutjt  Atlantic  BlocJcadintj  /Sf/uadrt/n. 

Coininander  (iKo.  H.  Preble, 

f.\  .y.  'S/iijf  St.  jAKiitt^  y^n'th  Kdhi<p  River. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  V.  B.  Navr,  to  Lieutenant  Wiltae,  V.  S.  VaTy,  to  main- 
tain the  organisation  need  by  naval  brigade. 

FlaU-StEAMER  PlIIIJlDELPniA, 

S,ir<nin'ih  Rit'fi'^  S(/ifth  Cart}!i7Ui^  Jon  vary  S^  J'^fJo. 
Sii::  You  will  make  a  return  of  the  men  who  left  the  nayal  iMittcry 
on  Morris  Island  and  of  those  who  returned,  together  with  the  di«j)o- 
sition  made  of  those  who  did  not  return. 

You  will  retjiin  the  orjpmization  used  by  the  fleet  brigade  and  t^n- 
tinuc  to  drill  the  men  to  the  howitzers  on  before,  when  they  are  not 
necessarily  occupitnl  with  the  heavy  guns,  and  send  me  a  list  of  the 
force  now  piesent  at  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.,  A.  Dahl(;ren, 
Rett/- Ad//i '/•((/ ^  Conidif.  Smith  Atl"iitir  BJochldituj  Sqwidron. 

Lieutenant  (i.  (.).  Wiltsk, 


Explanatory  report  of  Commander  Freble,  U.  B.  Kavy.  regarding  the  matter  of  the  irtth- 
drawal  of  the  naval  brigade  from  Tnliflnny. 

U.  S.  SiiOOP  OF  War  St.  Louis, 
Xortli  pAlinto  River ^  South  Carolnui^  JantMry  4-'  I'^^^o, 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  ;j(»th  ultimo,  and  i-egret  that  you  see  occasion  to  disapprove  of  my 
too  |)rompt  obedience  of  your  orders.  The  Oeranitnfi  brought  me 
orders,  addressed  to  her  captain,  to  transport  the  brigade  to  the  ^etr 
Ifavipshi^'e^  with  further  orders  to  report  to  you  at  Savannah  or  else- 
where on  completing  that  duty.  I  thought  it  an  informal  way  of  con- 
veying an  order  to  me,  l)ut,  with  your  squadron  order  of  Augusts, 
18*)3,  repeate<l  ,Ituu>  1  s,  1S(U  (No.  40),  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
I  felt  l»ound  to  remove  the  brigiwie  as  directed: 

It  ifi  lit'reby  directtnl  that  any  offiwr  who  tnav  he  concerned  in  the  execution  of  an 
onler  will  act  iiixm  any  writing  l>eartni;  my  eijcnftturp,  addretwcd  to  another  officer, 
preciflely  au  if  it  had  LHj*m  addreBeed  to  himHelf,  and  will  rejwrt  to  uie  his  peiioruumce 
of  the  part  that  camo  within  hiu  }>ower. 
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T  could  not  know  vrhixi  irnportnnro  mipht  litTnch  t/>  tho  (rer*tnh^u 
W\\\^  UfUiiru'd  from  carrving  out  your  further  instriiftions. 

Ik'foit*  rt'iiiovirijf  the  brimide,  however,  1  advined  with  and  olitained 
tli«»  i'i>ns('nt  of  Rriptidier-rirneral  P<itter,  in  the  afwonoo  of  (icnomi 
}latoh.  Uh'  comnmndin^  genernLto  its  removal,  Ii'aving.  at  W\>  rc(|uc»i<t 
and  for  want  of  sutticiont  transportation,  two  of  the  howitzers  and  their 

Ien'ws.  in  charjirr  of  Lirntenaiit  Phiyward. 
It  wft.-*  not  until  I  had  l»oen  on  board  the  Xt^f  Il'tmjMhtrr  twelve 
hotir^  tl.at  1  received  the  orders  addresMed  to  mo. 
Very  reapeetfully.  your  obedient  sen'ant, 
Geoimjk  Hp-NnY  Prkuue, 
Hear- Admiral  .Ions  A.  Daiiujhen. 
I>«tolle4  reiHnt  of  Lieatenmnt  Stoddard.  V.  9.  Marine  Corp«,  re^ardln^  the  operations  of 
Che  battalion  under  bia  command. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 

Pmf  Roytil,  .S*.  ('.,  J»wuttnf.',,  IS€,'>, 

Sir:  I  gri^c  you  herewith  u  deseription  of  the  d(tint;^.s  of  a  battalion 
of  mivrine.s  of  which  I  have  liad  the  honor  to  have  tlie  eonimand  for 
the  jwtst  jsix  weeks.  On  the  25th  of  Noveml>er  I  received  an  order 
from  Rear-Admiral  l>ahlgren  to  asHurae  eommand  of  n  Iwttaiion  of 
^nftrines.  rompowd  of  the  jjuards  of  the  ships  in  this  squadron,  to  Im> 
'^  enibled  at  Itey  Point  on  the  26th.  The  battalion  was  ronipoyed  a8 
follows:  St.  lAtnia,  19;  Pnwtiee^  20;  ('atuindtufjua.,  17;  7*  ittg^  12; 
yinr //fntipshln; '£'.*\  Smiouift,  II'  Mintji^^'iA;  f*nntiiu\\^\  Sttrtttttf/a, 
11:  and  Jam^'ft  Ad<fer^  11;  total,  167;  reinforeed  December  S  "by 
jfuards  of  Cinun-rmi.  11:  Lhrncffdh  H:  total.  l^'S. 

Acting  Ensign  Woodward  ('arter,  of  the  AVm'  H<miii8hir> ,  was 
ordered  to  assist  me  as  actinj^  major,  and  AdmiraPs  (  lerk  J.  R. 
.Stftolev  as  acting  adjutant.  I  divided  the  men  in*o  three  companicH 
»nd  odioered  them  as  follows: 

Covijmny  A. — C'A])tain.  Serjreant  Thomas  A.  Buckley,  Canand/iifjuft; 
first  lieutenant,  Sergeant  William  Porter,  -SY.  Lottfj*:  tirst  ser^fejint, 
Srrpeant  Charles  O.  Sullivan,  J*oj^ntu'. 

Company  /^.-Captain.  Serpeant  C  Stewart^  Prmtiav;  tirst  lieuten- 
ant, Serifeant  C  Lutz  (woutided  and  missing  December  9),  AV?/'  IIam)i- 
n/iir' ;  lirst  liputfnant,  Sergt'ant  Gallagher,  /A^n-^Y////.'  tii>t  sergeant, 
Sergeant  Philip  Knapp.  A/f//f/t»<  (killed  at  Honey  llill,  November  30); 
first  sergeant,  S'rgeant  Henry  Albert,  Afiiu/r/e. 

Ctniipnuy  C. — Captain.  Sergeant  William  P.  Smith,  St.  Louttt:  first 
lieutenant.  Sergeant  William  Cogley.  Pfiirnee;  second  lieutenant, 
Sergeant  Robert  MeClure,  Vlninrron;  first  sergeunt.  Sergeant  Jamc« 
Dodarill,  Nfin  Jlampftklte. 

Sin\c(m}iniH»UmHfHiof\^K\di^  Sergeant  C.  L.  Boren,  Jamfis  Adfjfi'i 
s**rgeant-major.  Sei*y:cant  John  (Vowlev,  Sojmwa;  <'ommiHsary-ser- 
geaint.  ("ori)oral  H.  ITanley,  AV-w  //ttf/ij»tlu're:  <|uiirtertnrtster-sergeant, 
Serjfi'unt  J,  Coghy,  ^'nfunnioUjwti  color-seigcant,  Coqionil  Philip  J. 
Smith.  Cim'frnm. 

The  Iwittalion  was  a  part  of  a  naval  brigade  eompoHod  of  eight  how-, 
itzerti  ftnd  crews^  commanded  by  LieutenanK^mmander  Matthews; 
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four  fonii>anic«  of  sailor  infantry,  commanded  !>y  Liouteiiant  O'Kane; 
and  the  niurincs,  the  brigade  commandod  by  Commander  George  H. 
Preble,  of  the  St.  Ztmin.  The  guards  did  not  all  land  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  27th;  the  28th  was  taken  up  by  oi*ganizing  and  drilling  the 
skirmishers.  At  dark  we  embarked  on  board  the  IJ.  S.  S.  SonwtM^ 
and  at  daylight  were  at  lioydV  Neck,  Broad  River.  The  battalion 
landed  in  boats,  and  I  deployed  company  A  as  skirmishers  to  cover 
the  landing  of  the  howitzers.  About  7.30  a.  m.  commenced  to 
advance,  companies  A  and  B  deployed  each  side  of  the  road,  C  in 
reserve,  howitzers  and  sailors  in  the  rear.  Advanced  some  6  miles, 
driving  in  the  pickets  with  some  firing;  found  we  were  on  the  wrong 
road  and  fell  back  at  dark  to  a  crossroads  about  3  miles  from  the 
landing;  licro  the  army  *^ame  up  under  command  of  Iirigadier-(ien- 
eral  Iliitch.  The  morning  of  tne  30th  we  took  |K}sition  on  the  left 
of  the  naval  battery,  advancing  some  5  or  6  miles.  The  battle  of 
Honey  Hill  commenced  alxjut  10  a.  m.  About  noon  the  wonl  was 
passed  for  the  marines  to  advance.  General  Hattrh  ordered  me  to 
t»ike  position  on  the  right  of  the  advance  line,  relieving  the  One 
hundred  and  fortv-fourth  New  York,  This  we  did,  advancing  nearly 
a  mile  through  the  woods  and  swamps  and  coming  into  line  on  the 
doublc-(inick  under  a  licavy  tire  of  canister.  We  immediatelv  opened 
tire  on  the  encniy  and  continued  it  until  alK>ut  3  p.  m.,  when  tlie  whole 
left  of  the  line  having  fiiHcn  back,  and  being  unsuppoilcd,  we  were 
obliged  U)  follow  their  example.  We  then  took  up  a  position  on  the 
right,  on  a  crossroads  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  the'rear  of  the  tirst 
position,  opened  Kre  on  the  pursuing  enemy,  and  drove  him  back. 
This  position  w(i  held  till  about  6  p.  m.,  when,  in  obediences  to  orders, 
we  mardied  to  the  rear  and  took  up  our  original  jwsition  on  the  left 
of  the  Imttery;  diu'ing  the  night  we  returned  to  the  crossroads,  where 
we  hatl  spent  the  previous  night,  and  covered  the  movements  of  the 
army,  "flie  next  morning,  Dc'cember  1,  we  occupied  a  hill  half  a 
mile  to  the  left  of  the  crossroads,  and  during  the  next  two  days  were 
busy  thi'owing  up  tieldworks  and  doinjj  picket  duty.  The  3d,  4th,  and 
5th  were  spent  in  camp  duty  and  drill.  Soon  after  dark  on  the  5th 
1  received  orders  from  the  admiral  to  fonii  m\'  Inittailion  and  proceed 
on  l)oard  the  flag-steamer  Phihuhljihia  for  an  expedition  up  the  Tuli- 
tinny  River.  Lmlnirkcd  about  midnight;  orders  to  land  the  next 
morning,  cover  the  landing  of  the  artillery,  and  advance  on  the  enemy. 
Owing,  however,  to  our  Iwats  going  ashore,  the  army  landed  tirst. 
The  battle  opened  about  9  a.  m.  We  advanced  on  the  right  of  the 
naval  battel y  and  came  under  tire  alKjut  U  a.  m.;  deployed  tlie  whole 
battalion  as  skirmishers  on  the  ri^ht  and  advanced  into  the  woods 
beyond  TuHtinny  Cross  Roads,  dnvmg  the  enemy  liefore  us.  Aftor- 
wai-ds  moved  across  the  front  of  the  line  and  took  ]X)sition  on  the 
extreme  left,  where  the  enemy  were  i)rossing  u.s;  held  the  grouml 
under  a  heavy  tire  until  dark,  then  left  Com])anv  C  on  picket  under 
Acting  Major  Carter,  and  the  balance  moved  to  tlie  center,  where  we 
remained  during  the  night,  supiH)rting  an  army  hatterv.  At  daylight 
the  7th  tht^  enemy  attiu'ked  in  force,  first  on  the  center,  then  on  the 
right  and  left  at  oiu-e.  A  Uxly  of  colored  troops  on  the  left  gave  way 
and  Company  C  was  in  great  danger  of  being  aiptured,  but  Major 
Carter  finally  brouglit  them  oif  in  good  order,  with  the  loss  of  but  one 
man.  About  noon,  the  fighting  Tiaving  ceased,  the  naval  brigade 
moved  to  the  loft  and  rear,  taking  up  a  iwsitiou  at  Tulbert's  [Talbird's] 
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hoHso,  protect  inn-  thr  Irft  flank.  H(»r<^  at  dark  tho  mm  reooirefl  some 
)k*uii  suup  sent  froo»  Ithi-J  Miufjot.,  the  first  food  tbf*v  hu'i  ivcrivfil  for 
thirty -six  lioiiih,  \\*«'  liarf  liot  coffrp  on  tliv  PhtUtiltlphla  at  day  break  on 
the  tith  and  nothing''  from  timttiiiio  until  thissotiparrived;  t^'Hidcs,  thi' 
men  wi.'r<MndenMi  to  li'avo  tlu'ir  coatj*  and  blatikots  hcbindundera 
^lard  and  had  **l*>pt  all  iiiffht  on  the  tield  of  Imtllo  in  a  hoavy  rain 
without  any  ouv<*r.  Ortainiy  tin*  men  desm-vf  a  j^tcnt  tloal  of  praise 
for  their  ptxxl  ronduct  undrr  such  hardshii>s.  At  lo  ]>.  ni.  sent  Coni- 
|jany  A  out  on  picket  at  niidnijifht;  Companit^M  Hand  (_'  tiirneil  out  and 
worked  throwing  up  ritli*  pits  until  morning/.  The  sth  wjis  sj^nt  in 
workinif  on  tlie  fortitieations.  At  dayltreak  on  the  ttth  the  hattalion 
wivs  formed  ant)  moved  to  the  front  on  i\w  extivme  rijj;ht.  Here 
d«*fploycd  us  skirmishers  and  waittni  for  the  battle  to  eonnneneo.  At 
i)  oVIock  a.  lu.,  the  artillery  openo<l  a  heavy  tire  ulony:  the  whole  lino; 
Uiis  rontiniicd  fift^'en  minutes  and  tlien  \\\v  skirmish  line  of  tMN)  ad- 
ranwd,  snpi>oi*t<'d  hy  a  reserve  of  1,1MX>.  The  marines  had  the  right 
of  th^  lino.  \Vp  wM»n  met  the  enemy's  piekets  and  drove  thenj  before 
WA  for  some  half  a  mtb*,  throu^di  a  dense  swamp  from  knee  to  waist 
deep.  It  wan  so  thick  that  you  eould  not  see  a  man  thre**  or  four  paces 
from  you.  The  marines*  advanced  to  within  r>o  yards  (if  the  rein?! 
works  under  a  heavy  hreof  ejuuster,  when  the  repimenton  their  left 
was  ordered  tu  fall  Imck  (One  hundred  and  twenty-Hevcnth  New  York 
Volunt4>ers).  This  order  was  nt»t  jms-M^d  to  us  and  I  was  preparing 
to  i'harge  when  the  ivbels  advaneed  in  force  after  the  retirin^j  line, 
doubling  up  our  left,  and  I  found  myself  unsup|K»rted  and  nearly  cut 
off.  I  faced  my  men  »)K»ut.  but  liaving  no  means  (tf  tellinglhe  proper 
diivetion  kept  too  uuwh  to  the  rij^ht  {now  our  left)  an<l  struck  the 
Tulitinny  Kiver.  This  turned  out  to  be  foHunale.  jus  the  enemy  had 
pursued  our  left  to  and  through  the  river,  taking  several  prisoners. 
We  k<'pt  the  tyatik  of  tlie  river,  and  by  the  time  we  hadairived  at  that 
spot  the  reitels  bad  x«'lired  a  short  (iistuiui*  an<l  we  were  enubhil  to 
jTaww  Vfefore  thev  turned  on  us.  After  this  we  returnerl  to  tlie  eross- 
nmds,  from  wliich  we  start^Hl  in  the  uiorning.  antl  tlien.  by  orders 
from  rienenil  Potter,  took  up  a  new  position  on  tht^  left  of  Ibc  line  of 
liiUtle.  .\lKiut  8  p.  m..  the  object  of  the  e.\p*tdition  having  been 
ac(*omplished  (cuttmga  road  throutrh  the  woods  so  as  to  wu*  the  niil- 
rund),  thi*  line  eonnnoncetl  to  withumw.  While  this  was  being  done 
th»'  enemy  att.ncked  along  the  whole  line  with  su])erior  nnndiers.  Our 
line  was  inuuediately  refornred  and  the  enerny  repulsed,  but  only  for 
a  time;  charge  after  charge  was  made,  up  ulniost  to  our  line,  but 
e*'ery  time  they  were  driven  back  with  h<'avy  Ioks:  at  sundown  they 
withdrew  and  about  7  p.  m.  we  returned  to  our  camps,  .\fter  this  we 
hud  no  serious  fighting,  though  the  battalion  went  k*\\X  through  the 
Hwanip  on  our  left  with  the  naval  batter}' several  times  to  shell  the 
niilroail,  the  balance  of  the  time  being  taken  up  with  camp  duties  and 
drill,  December  'il  we  received  orders  to  return;  emlmrked  at  sunset 
and  landed  at  15ay  l*oint  at  7  a.  in,,  the  ;JSth.  To-day  the  battalion 
iias  been  i»roken  up  and  most  of  tne  guards  have  returned  to  their 
nhips.  We  have  l(»st  in  kilh-d.  winmoed.  and  missing  2;5,  a  list  of 
rhoin  I  send  herewith.  The  noniouunt.Svsioned  officers  and  privates 
ive  all  Ijehaved  in  a  most  gallnnt  manner  and  1  am  sure  that  liy  their 
Ijmvery  thev  have  added  iKith  with  the  Navy  and  Anuy  to  the  liigh 
reputjitiou  tlie  Chorus  already  enjoys.  In  eh>sing,  I  must  expi-ess  my 
tbanktf  for  the  able  ussistiince  1   ret^eived  from  Mci«srs.  Caii^ir  uau 
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Stanley.  1  wnild  not  have  done  without  them,  for,  although  »Gr(;eant« 
nmkc  good  acting  officers,  still,  in  ai^tion,  they  do  not  feeithe  reapon- 
sil>ility ;  neither  do  thej^  have  that  nioml  effect  on  the  uicn  that  a  com- 
niisHioned  offitrer  docs.  In  this  c<jnnection,  please  allow  me  to  t«ll 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  with  200  marines  in  this  sf^uadron 
there  is  but  one  officer.  If  you  should  send  any  officera,  you  will  con- 
fer a  great  favor  on  me  by  sending  my  juniors.  I  have  commanded 
the  battalion  in  this  expedition  in  a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the 
admiral  and  as  there  will  probably  be  others  during  the  spring,  1 
should  like  to  continue  the  senior  officer. 
Please  remember  me  to  your  family,  and  believe  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  (t.  Stoddard, 

U.  S.  Marhu-x. 
Col.  J.  Zeilin, 

Vtnnihnndmit  U.  S,  Marine  Cnrjm^   Watthln</t07i ^  JK   C. 

[Enclosure.] 
KiUetl,  voiDultid,  and  miitting,  Ifoiieij  JfUl,  S.  C,  ■NovemlptT  SO. 

Ktfhfl. — Orderly  Sergeant  Philip  Knapp,  M'mgoe. 

Wounded. — Corporal  Philip  Clancy,  Pontlac^  leg;  Corporal  J.  W. 
Young,  i.  'itiKfndtfi(iu<t^  thigh,  serious;  Private  Michael  Noilly.  Sfmotna; 
Private  Michael  Malloney,  Caimudmgmi:  Private  William  H.  Wilson, 
M'ntij<u\  since  dead;  Private  James  AValker,  Ptnrnee^  jaw;  Private 
Thomas  ,Joy,  M'nuj<n\  missing,  reported  dead  by  deserters. 

Tiilijinnii  Cr<tSitroadf,  fkrtmlier  i>. 

Winnidfd. — Private  Thomas  Mallon,  Mhtgoe. 

Titfijiitutj  Crofwrotuix,  J)fcemi»T  7.  • 

Wf'ff/nfrd.     <.'or|w»nil  K.  Kemuierer.  Pontitn\  shoulder. 

Tnliihrnij  (\tmiiKnh,  IktviiilMT  A'. 
Wfumded.  -Private  William  (rordon,  P*mtta<\  finger. 

Tnfijhim/  ( 'rwwroac/fl,  Deitnnfter  ,9. 

Wfittndrd. — Sergeant  C.  Lutz,  iVW  Ifampshin'^  leg,  missing;  Cor- 
poral KolK'it  C.  Hates,  St.  £/>///«.  arm;  Conwral  Willinin  McMurmy, 
FfiUj;  Private  James  (Jonnan,  Jame>t  Ad//*/;  side;  Private  liobert 
Kt'llon,  J\'tir  I  la  in  pith  iff  \  since  dead;  Private  Thomas  Quinn,  iVW 
/fainjftt/iire;  Private -P.  Kl(H)d,  Dtnuyai^  hand:  Private  ,1.  Bruliaker, 
Vanaitdiiiijaa^  chest. 

MisHimj. — Private  J.  Keating,  Oimarrttn:  Private  M.  de  Jesus,  Sf. 
L'taifi:  Private  P.  Dyer,  iff,  Gmis. 

Ttilifiumj  Onuwrofith,  Dfrrmfifr  Jr!. 

Wou/n/('d.--Ovdi'r\\  S*M-gcunt  T.  P.  Doatu',  /'A/y/.  accident. 
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liter  frotD  M^or-Oeoeral  Foster,  U,  S,  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahl^on,  U.  8.  Nary, 
r«qa«stliig  Bddition&l  means  of  traiLsportacion  for  the  military  force  under  Brigadier- 
a«ntra]  Hatch.  V.  B.  Army. 

HeAIHVI  AUTKILH    UKrAltTMKNT   OK   TIIK   SoUTH, 

////foit  iiaid^  S,  C  January  9 i  IHUH, 
Ai»iiitAL:   I  huvr  ttii'*  Imnor  It*  nMnirnt  that  you  will  fiiniisb  one  or 
two  artiipd  tugs,  in  addition  to  the  ^uii)>uut,  at  Tuliliuny  Liindiufr,  to 
i^)V<*r  iii4MMi)tmrkaiioii  of  (ifiieml  Hutch's  forco.     Thin  tmiinirkatioii 
will  tulcp  placf  betwrt'ii  two  and  five  dayy  from  thiw  time*. 
Very  rwjjx*ctluUy,  your  obedient  st^rvant, 

J.  G.   FOSTEU, 
^)/tf/V//*-  OtTuenii,  Ctnuhiumlinij. 
Rfiftr-Aiifuiral  .1.  A.  UadIwOKRN, 


letter  tnm  Baar- Admiral  Dahlgren.  V.  8.  Havy,  to  Mojor-Oeoeral   Foster.  V.  B.  Armyt 
regarding  means  for  covering  the  embarkation  of  Brtgadier-Oeneral  Hatch's  forces. 

Fla(j-Steameu  Philadelphia, 
J^^t  liftynf  IIoi'fM^r^  January  0^  JS65, 
"Geveral:  Conformably  to  your  rcM[ut?Ht.  tlu'  Dai  ('hhnj  has  been 
ord«n»d  to  at^si.st  tim  Mlmjiu  and  DamlAUnt  in  covcHnf;'  tin*  piiiltar'kii- 
Cton  of  (fcni-rul  Hat<hV  forces. 

1  wi.sh  that  I  were  able  to  send  you  the  tugs,  but  between  iiicreaseil 
dfmund.s  and  ne«d  of  rejNiir  I  am  oft<'n  puzzled  tu  find  on(>  for  nny 
unexei'Ut4>d  service. 

I  am,  general,  very  rejspeetfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.    DAlILr-KKN. 

Hr'ur-AdmiraJ,  Cmiuhj.  South  Alltiniw  BhukaJiinj  S»^iuaJr»nt. 

Major-(ieneral  A.  (r.  Fostku, 

Couidtj.  iJij/arfrnt^ut  oft/w  SnutJ*^  JleaH/funrtti'H,  lilHun  Hefid. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Oahlgren.  D.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieu  tenant-Corn  mandor  Chapliu,  U.  8. 
Havy,  commaoding  D.  S.  8.  Sai  Cbiiig,  te  cover  the  embarkation  of  troops. 

FLi\<i.snii', 
Port  Ri'yal,  S.  C,  Jaturan/ !K  I^tG/i. 
Sir:  I  have  been  requested  by  (renenil  FoHter  to  send  one  or  two 
vessels  to  TtdiHnny    Ijuuding  to  uover  the  embarkation   of  (tenend 
Hatch's  foree. 
'VU\»  eniliarkntion  will  tJike  plare  in  from  (wo  to  five  day.**. 
Ymi  will.  IherHfori'.  pron-ed   up   Hnmd  Kiver  and  report  U>  Coin- 
inaiider  Creitfhton.  of  tlie  Mhu)<h^  to  atssist  him  in  the  above  duty. 
Uet*j>ectfully,  your  obedient  .-servant, 

J.   A.   I")AlIIXiKKN, 

Re*ir-Adinvmi^  Co^tuly.  South  AtlanticIUfM-kadhnj  Sqwulr>m, 

Lieutenant-Coiuuiunder  J.  C.  Ciiai'Lin, 

Uomiuandiny  Dai  Chtny* 
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General  report  of  Commander  Preble,  V.  B.  Jtvrjt  eemmanfling  uaral  brigade. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  Wak  St.  Louis, 
North  EdUUi  Biver,  January  JO,  JSOo. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  oi'der  of  the  2d  instant,  1  submit  the 
following  reix)rt  of  the  operations  of  the  fleet'brigade  under  my  com- 
mand, from  November  2(i  until  it  was  disbanded  on  the  2dth  December 
lit  l*ort  Itoyul. 

AgJ'owibiy  to  your  ordere  I  reported  to  vou  for  special  service  at  Port 
Koyal  on  the  evening  of  the  20tn  November,  and  the  next  morning  at 
7  II.  m.  received  command  of  the  forces  assembling  at  Bay  Point,  for 
an  expedition,  siiid  forces  consisting  of  a  battalion  of  naval  artillery 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  O.  Matthews,  a  Imttalion 
of  .sailor  infantry,  under  coimuand  of  Lieutenant  James  O^Kane,  and 
a  battidion  of  mariners  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  G.  G. 
Stoddard,  Ignited  States  Marine  Corps,  in  all,  30  officers  and  4fi3  men, 
with  eight  12-pounder  howitzers  (two  rifled.) 

The  27th  (Sunday)  I  was  occupied  in  organizing  and  exercising  this 
force. 

The  '2Sth  in  exorcise  under  your  inspection. 

In  the  evening  the  brigade  was  embarked  on  boai'd  the  Pontiac^ 
S^moma^  and  Mnujoe^  the  artillery  in  launches  in  tow  of  the  steamers. 

At  4: 80  a.  m.,  the  29th,  all  the  vessels  of  the  expedition  got  under- 
way'and  proceeded  up  the  Broml  Kiver  under  cover  of  a  dense  fog. 
At  8:80  a.  m.,  the  hrigade  landed  at  Boyd's  Landing,  and  w*is  imnieai- 
ati'ly  i>ush('d  forwartl  on  the  road  in  advance  of  the  military  foives, 
about  2  miles. 

The  artillery  Mas  advanced  up  the  road,  with  the  Imttalion  of  marines 
and  sailor  infantry  deployed  to  the  right  and  left,  and  in  advance  as 
skirmishers. 

Before  landing,  Major-Cxcneral  Foster  not  having  arrived,  1  reported 
myself  and  command  to  Brigadier-Geneml  J.  P.  Hatch,  the  militftry 
commander  of  tht>  expedition,  and  was  directed  by  him  to  halt  at  the 
crossroads  and  wait  the  arrival  of  the  army  forces.  Without  a  guide 
or  map  of  the  country,  and  iu>t  sure  that  w-c  had  halted  at  the  rijjht 
place,  the  road  not  contintiing  in  front  as  was  exix'ct^^d,  accompanied 
by  my  adjutant.  Lieutenant-Counnander  Crosnnin,  and  15  men,  I 
rcronnoitert'd  the  right-hand  fork  for  2  or  more  miles,  and  saw  .several 
of  the  enemy's  cavarry  and  infantry  pickets  watching  our  movements, 
our  skirmishers  exchanging  shots  with  them. 

On  my  return  to  the  connnand  1  advanced  it  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  another  road  crossing,  which  seemed  better  to  answer  the 
description  of  that  I  was  directed  to  halt  at.  A  regunent  of  colored 
troops  came  up  and  camjxid  with  us  at  this  halting  place.  We  liad  got 
our  artillery  in  a  defensive  position  and  were  intrenching  our  new 
camp  when  Brigadier- Gene  ml  E.  E.  Potter  rode  uj),  leading  the  main 
army  force.  lie  decided  that  the  roads  were  wrongly  laid  down  on 
the  maps  and  that  neither  of  our  halting  x^laccs  could  be  the  right  one, 
but  then;  nuist  be  another,  the  right,  crossing  somewhere  on  the  left- 
hand  foi-k.  By  his  direction,  therefore,  our  tinnl  and  hungiy  kitttil- 
.  ions,  which  had  been  dragging  at  the  artillery  or  skirmishing  through 
the  swamps  and  woods  ail  day,  were  again  marched  to  the  loft,  and  at 
11  p.  m.  camped  for  the  nigKt  at  the  hrst  forks,  (lencnil  Potter  con- 
tiimed  on  with  his  force,  took  the  wrong  road  for  (i  miles,  and  tinally 
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iped  at  the  crossing  near  the  chiin'h.  afterwards  usi'd  a-s  a  ho.spital 
tho  wounded. 

At  7  a-  m.,  the  .^<»th,  tht*  l)rii;i:iidi?  was  :\gsi\n  in  nuition,  and  at  8  a.  in. 
joinod  tho  aniiy  at  tho  churt-h^  whei*e  Biigadicr-Uonornl  Hatch  had 
established  his  headquarters.  I  have  ajraiii  reported  to  him,  and  baited 
the  i>ripiile,  Uy  his  order,  on  the  h^ft  of  the  eolunni. 

While  coming  up  the  road  I  received  an  order  to  send  Iwiek  m}^  two 
lightvwt  howitzers  to  the  forks  we  had  left,  iiiui  immediately  disjmtched 
thcni  under  conmiand  of  Acting  Knsign  Kxigren,  His  arrival  with 
thom^  pieces  wh.s  timely,  fur  he  was  immediately  attacked  l>y  the  enemy's 
.sharp5hooters  and  skirmi.shers.  when  a  few  disdiarges  of  caninter 
caused  to  crv  out,  "cover"  and  '*  retreat."  During  the  afternoon  he 
accompaniexl,  with  his  guns,  a  regiment  8ent  up  the  rosid  to  the  right 
on  a  reeonnr)issance,  which  resuTted  in  discovering  a  l»attery  of  the 
enemy  in  position  to  defend  it 

At  S:  l.'V  ti.  m.  tho  army  moved  on  up  the  Grahamville  road  leading 
to  the  right  of  the  chunh,  and  at  y:3<>  a.  m.  the  cnem^v  opent^d  fire 
n|x>n  the  head  of  one  4'oliuiui  from  a  movable  iiieee  of  rflled  artillery 
plwed  in  the  road.  This  was  replie<l  lo  by  one  12-pounder  NapoUH)n; 
a  skinnish  tire  of  muHketry  ensued,  and  the  enemy  wan  driven  back, 
tiring  as  he  reti*ented.  As  the  hend  of  our  colunm  reached  the  turn  of 
the  roads  at  Honey  Hill,  it  was  oju-ned  on  l>y  a  Imttery  pUiicd  in  jwsi- 
tion  Iwhind  a  strong  earthwork.  A  shai*])  and  stubbornly  contested 
light  ensued,  which  histed  until  sundown,  when,  as  it  was  found  im|)Os- 
siole  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  iK>sition,  our  troops  were  withdniwn 
in  good  order.  OurttiUil  lo.ssin  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  luiiountcd, 
OM  ciHiciully  reported,  to  740. 

By  direction  of  l^rigadier-Cieneral  Hateh.  my  brigade  brimghl  up 
the  rear  of  the  colimin  on  the  nmreb,  and  was  mostly  in  ^cs^r^■e  at  the 
comnifnet^ment  of  thnuction,  At  meridian,  however,  the  murine  Imt- 
talion  was  ordered  into  the  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  in  tlie  rear  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  (Jhio  Volunteers,  and  was  eontin«i4'd  in  line  and  under 
tire  until  called  out  by  (»rders  from  the  general.  At  (i  p.  in.  n»y  acting 
adjutant,  Lieutenant  (ommander  Cro.sman,  accompanied  the  lmttali<m 
into  line  a.s  a  volunteer,  and  remained  with  it  through  the  day.  At 
3:30  p.  m.  Lieutenant-Coimuander  K.  ().  Matthews  was  ordered  to 
bring  up  two  of  his  hi'uvy  howitzers  to  tho  front  and  relieve  a  section 
of  Nfwiork  artillery,  whose  guns  were  heated  and  ainmnnition  nearly 
ejchauste<i.  At  y:40  he  oijened  tire  from  these  guns,  and  continued  to 
keep  up  a  slow  fiiv.  as  ordered,  until  6;;?0  p.  m.,  when  he  tired  the  liixt 
gun  at  the  enemy  and  covered  our  retiring  c<dumn  until  relieved  by  a 
section  of  hoi^e  artilh-ry  under  LieiitcnanK'olonel  Ames. 

The  battalion  of  sailor  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  O'Kane,  much  to 
hii*  regret,  was  not  wdled  to  the  front.  Two  companies  did  good?«evv- 
ice,  however,  on  the  man'h  at  the  drag  rope.s  of  the  artiUcry,  and  the 
remainder  of  his  command  ii.s.sLsted  uncWr  oi'ders  in  turning  Ifack  stmg- 
glers  to  the  front. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  J.  Rowdle,  senior  medical  othcer  of 
the  brigade,  with  Acting  Assistjmt  Surgeons  K.  M.  Corson  and  H.  L. 
tiibbs,  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  rear,  and  as  our  own  ca-^ualties 
were  light  they  were  able  to  aid  their  overtasked  bi-ethren  of  theanu}*; 
ouruiedical  storca  were  also  expended  for  the  army,  their  own  not  being 
at  hand. 

The  (Ta.s(uiltie«i  of  the  brigade  were  i  killed  and  H  wounded. 
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There  wa.s  no  opportunity  in  thin  action  for  a  display  of  individual 
arts  of  (u'avory,as  ull  in  the  brigade,  both  men  and  oflScers,  performed 
their  duty.  It  was  approvingly  marked  by  the  army  officers  that  there 
wore  no  stnigglers  from  it. 

During  the  night  following  the  battle  our  artillery  took  up,  by  order, 
a  defensive  position  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  supported  by  the  infantrj* 
of  the  brigade,  and  the  Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty-fifth  regiments  of 
colored  troops  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  that  purpose. 

The  next  morning,  December  1,  the  brigade  was  ordered  into  a 
position  on  the  Granamville  road,  where  it  subsequently  intrenched 
and  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  5th,  when  it  was  withdrawn  by 
order  of  the  geneml  to  Boycva  Landing  and  embarked  under  your 
instructions  for  an  expedition  up  flie  Tufifinny. 

While  in  this  intrenched  camp  the  enemy  remained  quiet  and  no  for- 
ward movement  was  made.  Lieutenant  liay  ward,  in  charge  of  one  of 
the  howitzers,  accompanied  a  regiment  on  a  reconnoissance  up  the  road, 
and  tiie  rifled  howitzers  on  one  or  two  occasions  tried  their  range  at  the 
church,  which,  on  being  abandoned  by  our  amiy,  was  occupied  by  the 
enemy. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  at  9  p.  m.,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Hatch  to  withdraw  the  brigade  from  it*s  intrenchments  on  Boyd's  Neck, 
and  proceeded  to  lioyd's  Ijimding,  where  it  was  embarked  under  your 
instructions,  with  the  exception  of  two  rifled  howitzers  on  board  of 
steameis,  and  at  daylight  the  following  morning  proceeded  up  the 
Tulifinny  River  and  was  disembarked  at  Gregory's  Landings. 

A  portion  of  Lieutenant  O'Kane's  infantry  battalion  was  put  on  shore 
atGreenwoo<l,  the  upper  landing,  with  the  army  forces  under  Brigadier- 
(ieneral  E.  K.  Potter,  landing  at  that  point,  and  advanced  with  them. 
The  remainder  of  tiio  infantry,  the  marines,  and  the  artillery  were 
discml>arked  undei-  the  direction  of  Fleet  Captain  Bradford  at  the 
lower  landing,  when^  the  ground  proved  marshy  and  the  guns  had  to 
be  dragged  through  the  swamp  with  great  labor,  which  was  the  occa- 
sion of  some  dchiy.  I,  however,  hurried  the  forces  on,  and  as  we  pro- 
ceeded heard  sharp  firing  in  front.  Inspirited  by  the  sound,  the  men 
hurried  up  tiie  pieces.  On  reaching  an  open  field  the  road  we  advanced 
on  was  i*iikcd  by  a  piece  of  artillery,  and  we  found  the  engagement 
still  going  on,  though  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  the  field  by  the 
advance  force,  with  the  loss  of  a  battle  flag.  They  were  still  keeping 
up  a  rapid  fire  of  musketry  from  the  surrounding  woods  and  with  shot 
and  shell  from  a  battery  near  the  Ooosawhat<'hic  on  the  left.  Our 
arrival  was  very  opportune;  the  army  had  advanced  without  horses  or 
artillery  and  was  already  short  of  ammunition.  W  heeling  the  howitzers 
into  position  in  the  field,  we  opened  a  fire  into  the  woods  on  the  left, 
which  soon  silenced  the  enemy's  musketry.  Planting  another  howitzer 
in  the  middle  of  the  crossroads  it  was  discharged  at  a  colunm  of  the 
enemy  wliich  quickly  disapi)eare<l.  The  Coosawhatchie  battery  replied 
from  a  12-pounder  smootubore  and  a  lO-pounder  Brooke  rifle. 

The  sailor  infantry  under  Lieutenant  O'Kane  behaved  well.  Out 
of  110  engaged  in  action  he  had  15  wounded.  The  capture  of  the  rebel 
battle  flag,  l)eIonging  to  the  Fifth  Georgia  Infantry,  was  disputed 
between  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  and  f^iftv-sixth  New 
York  regiments,  and  assigned  to  the  latter,  though  there  is  s<^rcely  a 
doubt  the  standard  bearer  was  shot  by  one  or  more  of  Lieutenant 
O'Kane's  conuuand. 
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That  nij^'ht  wr  (ninpc<i  on  the  !>atlliMicId;  (lurinjj  the  nigr^t  a  skir- 
iii)>hintf  five  fnmi  Iho  pirkff  line  divw  the  wholo  force  out  unHor  jirniH, 
Thp  next  tnnrninjr.  ll»e  Ttli,  the  eneniv  iittueki'd  oiir.skiriiii.sIi  line  from 
the  wuimIs  in  front  nnd  to  thtvri>jht  of  our  line;  our  howitzers  Hrinuf 
to  the  ri^rht  prevented  bis  jjoUlnj^'-  iiround  on  thut  flunk,  wliile  they 
ttseist^Ki  the  musketry  in  front  to  diMperwc  thein.  In  this  tittack  the 
enemv  la-ed  u  few  ahobi  from  ii  ImttiM'y  on  the  ritjrht  that  had  not  before 
ht^n  luMird  from.     In  thi.-^  nH'uir  we  had  2  wounded. 

Aft*T  the  enemy  had  heen  rencllod,  I  rooeivod  ordcrn  to  move  the 
brijfttde  Imek  to  Talhird'n  hmi»e  [Dcvetiux'd  Neck]  and  intrench*  leaving 
two  howitzers  on  the  (icld  inchar^'c  of  Lieutenant  Hjiyvvard.  During; 
the  night  the  men  were  kt^pt  at  work  intrniK'hing  their  camp,  and  fin- 
ished their  lank  before  daylijrht.  The  sih  was  juiMMed  in  inaction  and 
in  improving  atul  r^trenffthenin^f  the  intrenchnieMt**. 

On  the  Ittli  a  forward  movement  wilw  ordennl  by  the  commaiidiDg 
general,  in  which  the  briM^ade  ptrticipatcd.  Atdayhreak  tlie  marine 
battalion  wa^  sent  to  the  front  inlrenehmontis  utider  command  of  Lieu- 
teoant  Stwidard.  to  repjrt  to  Coh>nel  Silliman.  to  form  the  e^treme 
ri^ht  of  a  line  of  nkirmiMhers,  and  wasaccomimnied  by  my  actin>r  adju- 
tant, Lieutenant-Commander  ('rosnian,  whov<»lunteered  for  the  service. 
At  the  *iame  hour  thcMiilor  infantry,  under  LicutenuntJanicrf  O'Kane, 
was  sent  to  rerH»rt  to  Bri^adier-(iener:il  Potter,  to  form  4»n  tlie  extreme 
rijjjbt  of  the  bne  of  Ijattle. 

(?uns  Nos.  1.  It,  tJ,  and  S.  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Matthews, 
who  bad  ordorri  to  report  to  Lientemmt-Colonel  Ames,  were  placi^d  in 
the  tield  from  which  the  enetny  had  been  driven  on  the  5th,  in  jKwition 
t4>  shell  the  woods  in  front,  previous  ttt  the  advance  of  our  trot»p.s,  and 
on  their  right  Hank  after  they  had  entered  the  woodn.  Tin*  tW4)  lij^ht 
howitzetd  were  left  in  jjosition  at  tiio  intreuchraent  of  the  hrijfa<li'  for 
the  protection  of  our  Kft  flank. 

To  myself  w:ic»  acisigned  by  Hrigadier-Genenil  Hati'h  the  couimand 
of  the  reserves,  consisting  of  the  Thirty -second.  Thirty-fourth,  and 
Thirly-tifth  I'.  S.  Coloren  Infantry.  The  forces  being  in  jxisition,  at 
!)  a.  m.  the  artillery,  in  all  ton  pieces,  army  and  navy,  opened  a  rapid 
fire  in  front  to  cle:ir  (lie  woods,  wbi^'h  was  continued  ten  minute.-*,  On 
itrt  c<»a.sing,  the  skirmiKh  line,  commanded  by  Coloni'l  Silliman.  and 
eouHiJiting  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-wventh  and  One  huiidred 
and  fifty-SHventh  New  York,  and  our  marine  battalion,  in  all  about  4511 
strong,  entered  the  w*xids  in  front,  and  wius  followed  by  the  main  line 
of  battle,  4!on.'<i.stiiig  of  One  hundred  and  fortv-fourlh  and  Fifty-sixth 
New  York,  and  One  hundred  and  >uN'ond  Colrired  regiments  and  the 
Hailor  infantry.  Thi^*  line  was  followed  bv  and  denig(ied  to  pmUn't 
the  Twenty -tifth  Ohio,  with  axes,  who  had  orders  to  rut  a  road  KM) 
feet  wide  through  the  woo<1n  to  o[>cn  the  railroad  (o  the  tuv  of  our 
IniUeries  on  tin*  right. 

As  the  tr<M»pt*  advanced  all  f>ur  artillery  commenced  and  continued 

hIicU  on  the  right  and  left  (lanks  and  kept  up  the  lire  during  the 
rlnde  advance,  tlie  signal  of  recall  lM*ing  the  cessation  of  tlu-  artillery 
fire. 

At  1>:55  a.  m.  the  skirminh  tiring  commenced,  and  the  musketry  tiro 
was  continm>d  until  near  sundown. 

At  ll:;^<ta.  m.  thi*  Thirly-fcairth  ('olored  Riwiment  of  the  i*eM»r%'Ka 
WAS  ordered  to  the  front  to  report  U^  (ieneral  1  otter. 

At  \i  p.  m.  the  Ohio  Twenty-fifth  having  done  it*»  work  the  artillery 
tire  ceuued* 
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At  4  p.  ni.  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourtb  New  York,  having 
expended  all  it**  ammunition,  returned,  and  at  4: 15  the  Thirty -second 
Colored  way  ordered  to  the  front,  and  the  One  hundred  ana  fortv- 
fourth  New  York  reported  to  me,  and  took  its  place  in  the  intrencb- 
ment. 

The  enemy  throughout  the  day  continued  a  fire  of  grapcshot  and 
sheli  from  a  battery  on  the  right. 

About  sundown  the  firing  on  both  sides  ceased  and  our  forces  with- 
drew in  good  order,  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  having  made  the  cutting 
which  was  the  intent  of  the  attack. 

Our  loss  in  the  fleet  brigade  was  1  killed,  18  wounded,  and  3  missing. 

It  is  needless  to  add  tnat  officers  and  men  behaved  with  gallant^ 
and  spirit. 

After  the  actions  on  Deveaux's  Neck  of  the  6th,  7th,  and  9th  of 
December,  no  forwaixl  move  was  attempted,  and  the  brigade  remained 
in  its  intrenchments  near  Talbird's  house  until  permanently  withdrawn. 
Two  of  the  howitzers,  however,  were  posted  in  a  battery  at  the  front, 
and  two  at  tlie  30 -pounder  Parrott  buttery,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the 
lines,  for  its  support. 

On  the  18th  and  19th,  two  riHed  howitzers,  which  had  l>een  brought 
up  in  place  of  the  two  light  howitzers,  sent  to  the  rear,  were  placed 
in  the  swamp  buttery,  and  opened  tire  upon  the  railroad  at  a  distance 
of  S{M)  yards,  doing  it  some  damage;  the  enemy  did  not  I'eturn  the  fire. 

On  tlic  morning  of  the  2<ith  it  was  planned  for  Lieutenant  O'Kane, 
with  1*20  sailors  and  :  larines,  to  take  the  two-gun  batteiy  at  Dawson's 
Point,  assaulting  it  in  flunk.  The  morning  proved  very  rainy,  and  on 
his  making  the  attempt,  the  intervening  marsh  was  found  to  be  impas- 
sable, and  the  enterprise  was  reluctantly  abandoned. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the"  commander  of  the  Oerajiium 
brouglit  m<i  orders  for  transj)orting  th(5  brigade  to  the  New  llampshh'e. 
Consultintj  with  Genenil  Potter,  left  in  conunand  in  the  al)8ence  of 
Genorai  Hatch,  at  his  rccpiest,  1  left  two  of  the  howitzers  with  their 
crews  in  connnand  of  Lieutenant  Haywurd,  and  embarked  the  remain- 
der of  the  l)rigade  at  sundown  on  the  (re'romtmi  and  Daffodil  and 
prooe(*ded  to  Port  Royal,  where  1  reported  to  Commander  Reynolds 
on  board  the  Ne^n  hnmmhire^  who,  agreeably  to  his  instructions, 
directed  the  landing  of  the  marine  i»attftlion  at  Bay  Point  and  the 
distribution  of  the  sailors  to  the  vessels  thej'  belonged  to. 

On  the  Hoth  I  returned  to  th(?  t^onnnand  of  this  vessel. 

Tlie  total  casualties  of  the  brigade  during  the  month's  campaign 
amounted  to  51. 

Very  respectfully,  j'our  ol>edient  servant, 

(lEo.  Hekry  Pbeblk, 
Commumiri\  U.  S.  Jvavt/, 

Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahi/iuen, 

(■tmiiimndhnj  Srmth  Atlantic  Bloclcadhuj  Sqwidron. 


Letter  from  Bear -Admiral  Dahlgren,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-Qeneral  Hatoh,  U.  8.  Army, 
acknowledging  the  commendation  beitowed  upon  the  naval  brigade. 

Flao-Stkamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Pm^t  Riryal  Jfurhm\  Fflmmry  7,  IHaf}. 
General:  Your  communication  of  the  3d  has  just  reached  me. 
As  the  fleet  br-igade  had  l)een  directed  to  report  to  you  for  duty 
with  your  division,  it  was  proper  that  its  detachment  shoukl  have 
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pon  nrofM^'Iy  aimoiim-iil  to  you,  and  I  would  not  huve  you  think 
that  tno  >Iavy  wii.«  i;^non»nt  or  umuindfiil  of  what  was  due  to  military 

It  will  eire  me  pleasure  to  make  known  to  the  hri^de  th«t  kind 
(*;|tortiui  in  w-Qich  you  avg  ph?asod  to  cxprexs  your  iipprormtiou  of  their 
«»me*;t  dc.sii*e  Ui  do  their  duty  near  their  comrades  of  thr  Army, 

Froru  a  veteran  and  well  tried  commander  like  yourself,  the  eom- 
meudation  you  bestow  will  sink  deep  in  their  rcniembrame. 

You  may  be  as.sured,  geneml,  that  no  feelinj^  exists  amongst  uh  of 

the  Navy  beyond  an  honest  desire  to  l»ear  our  burden  in  the  duty 

wbieU  our  eommon  country  rei|uires  of  her  nont?,  and  we  always  j^jladly 

i^noognixc  the  service  of  our  Army  a:^  contributing  to  the  support  of 

mm  and  Con>ititution. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  8ueees8,  1  ann  very  truly,  yours. 

J.    A.  "DAHUiRKN, 

Rear'AdmiraJi  Comd-fj,  SmUA  AtlarUU'  Blotjkudiutj  8>/uH<lnm, 

I  Brigadier-Gene  nil  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Coittdg,  thiUft  If IV,,  Dcpi,  ofUte  Smdh,  Udtirs.  PifCoUduja. 


Oenerml  order  of  Sear-Admiral  Dabl^en,  TT.  S,  Navy,  quoting  letter  of  oommendation 
front  Brigadiflr-Ooneral  Hateh,  U.  S.  Army. 

Fi.Aiisuir  Harvest  Moon, 
Port  Rifyal  Ilttrfmr,  S.  r.,  Fthnurnj  7.  1865, 
It  affwdn  me  pleasure  to  say  to  the  officers  and  men  of  tlie  late  fleet 
brigade  that  (.Tonenil  llatrh,  with  whose  division  they  lK»re  a  |JiLrt  in 
the  recent  expedition  up  Broad  Kiver.  has  been  pleased  to  write  me 
concerning,'  them  a.s  follows: 

I  only  rvjnvitcMl  that  I»y  leaving  «lurinj»  my  abeonct?  I  waB  deprive*!  nf  tlie  oppnr- 
taiiity  of  informinji;  ihem  of  tht?  h\)ih  oFtiraation  in  whirh  thoy  were  held,  not  only 
hy  iiiyH«*ir,  litit  iht^  t'niire  <-ititirnaiHl. 

You  will  (•«tnfer  n  fmvor  on  ui«  l>v  announcing  t"  tlit*  briinulo  tlmt  itfl  imllDntry  in 
flrtion  and  goTMl  coiitliict  itiinn^  tin;  irlvHrtmo  lifr  in  t^aiiip  won  from  aII  the  Innd 
knvwi  witli  which  it  t>er\-tHl  iho  liiphest  prai'^tw.  The  utticery,  fur  tln-ir  jit-ntlemunly 
bMringanil  Htrirt  attention  toduty.  n-if^ived  fivjui  ull  the  (.TL\lit  justly  tlieir  dut-. 

ThenArniHiiy  that  prvvuil<Nl  tliroii-zhoul  the  (-oininand  iirovbd  that  if  any  ieiduiiay 
bvl  previoiiialy  i.'xit<tf4|  hi<twei>n  tht*  different  IfnuuheH  of  tliu  eers'ice  all  tuut  was 
wimtinK  t'»  effat-e  Jl  -wsi^  a  t»elter  knowledt^'  of  oath  uther. 

To   Commander  Preble,    Lieutenant-C^onirnandeiv  Matthews,   it'Kane.  (Vwiuan, 
and  Lieutenant  StmidHnl,   with  wIm'Mi  1   waj*  rnynelf  mor*;  intimately  brought  in 
(»ntiu*t>  I  irive  lilt'  wannet^t  thanks  for  the  8up|M>rt  ntnUered  me. 
Very  rttfpcctfully,  yc/ur  obedient  tK;r\*aut, 

.Urns  P.  llATcn, 
Brigadifr-Gaterut,  Commaiidiuff. 

1  am  wcl!  assured  that  no  idle  compliment  U  here  meant.  The  manly, 
Straightforward  character  of  General  Hatch  ii.>*Hun'.s  you  and  me  that 
every  word  said  is  fully  intended.  It  will  always  Ire  a  Hubject  of 
unmixed  satisfaction  Ui  you  alt  that  you  bad  the  0]>i>orttinity  of  draw- 
ing such  commendation  from  the  gallant  veteran  who,  in  his  i^er^oUf 
was  your  witnese. 

.loHK  A.  Dahusren, 
Rear-Admindj  Oomdg,  South  AU^i-tUic  Blockadimj  Stjtuulro^ii, 
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General  order  of  Hear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  17.  8.  Navy,  giriag  eondensed  eUtoment  «F 
operataoiu  of  the  naval  brigade,  with  roll  appended. 

Flau-Straher  Philadelpuia, 

C/uit'lesto7i  J/(irh(/r^  South  Carolina^  May  9^  1865. 

Aftor  much  unavoidable  delaj^  the  muster  rol!  of  the  fleet  brigade 
ha8  boon  coinpletod,  and  I  am  thuij  enabled  to  make  due  meutiou  of 
the  expedition  to  which  it  belonged. 

Thiis  was  undertaken  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  arrival  of  General 
Sherman,  who  was  known  to  be  marching  for  the  coast 

The  naval  part  was  composed  of  the  Harvest  Moon  (Hag),  Paimee^ 
Mhfjoc,  Pontfa<.\  Sonorna^  Winona^  Pettit^  and  Daffodil^  on  board 
which  was  embarked  the  fleet  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Com- 
mander Preble. , 

The  vessels  first  reached  the  landing  at  Boyd's  Neck  November  29, 
and  the  fleet  brigade  was  put  ashore,  with  its  infantry  and  howitzers 
deployed  in  skirmishing  order.  It  soon  advanced  with  the  troops 
under  General  Hatch  and  shared  in  the  hard  fighting  near  Grahamvilfe. 

With  its  howitzers  the  brigade  afterwards  neld  the  extreme  left  of 
an  intrenched  position  until  December  6,  when  the  army  moved  to  the 
Tulitinny,  the  fleet  brigade  in  company. 

Aftera  successful  foint  by  the  Pmonee  and  the  gunboats  command- 
ing the  robolposition  on  the  Coosawhatchie,  a  landing  was  promptly 
nimlc  in  the  Tulifinny.  Severe  fighting  followed,  in  which  the  oflicers 
and  men  of  the  fleet  brigade  did  their  full  share  and  lost  heavily. 

The  commanding  general  has  since  handsomelj'  acknowledged  this 
good  service,  whit'h  I  have  made  known  in  a  squiwlron  order. 

The  roll  of  the  brigade  is  now  appended,  and  I  regret  the  limits  of 
a  squadron  order  do  not  permit  me  to  give  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
pait  they  bore.  The  reports  of  the  oflicers  have  been  forwarded, 
nowcver,  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
thank  Commander  Pret)Ic,  the  commanders,  and  their  executive*  of 
battalions,  Lieutenant-C'ommanders  Matthews  and  Crosman,  Lieuten- 
ants O'Kane.  Whitehead,  Hayward,  Kennison,  and  Lieutenant  of 
Marines  Stoddard,  the  officers,  sailors,  and  marines  of  the  brigade, 
for  the  creditable  manner  in  which  they  fulfilled  the  task  assigned 
them. 

Also  Commanders  Balch,  Creighton,  Luce.  Fillobrown,  and  Dana, 
commanding  the  gunboats,  for  their  services  on  the  occasion. 

John  A.  Dahloren, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdxj.  South  Athntiv  Blovkadiiuj  Squadrtm. 

Officers  of  ibc  fitet  lirigadr  of  the  SoiUh  AtlaiiHc  BhckndiyiQ  ,Sqm<lroH,  attached  to  the 
CoaM  Dimxiou  of  the  I'nilnl  ."^nteg  forces  vuder  eommand  vf  Major-deneral  J.  O.  Foeter, 
r.  >S'.  Army,  November  if7  to  December  .iO,  1864. 

Commander  George  Henry  Preble,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  brigade. 

Staff  off cei'i*. — Lieutenant-C^ommander  A.  F.  Crosman,  Wimohickon^ 
acting  adjutant;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  William  J.  Bowdle,  U.  S. 
Navy  hospital;  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  Si.  Corson,  V.  S.  monitor  Nan- 
tucket; Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  H.  L.  (libbs,  X^rfotk  /liirh'f:  Flag 
Captain's  Clerk  C.  Barton,  p/dladelphia,  acting  aid-de-camp  (rejoined 
his  ship  December  5);  Paymaster's  Clerk  P.  H.  Fraser,  Winmhwkon^ 
acting  clerk  to  adjutant  (returned  to  his  ship  Dci-ember  -J). 
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Batlalion  of  naml  light  nrtUtrry. 

^>/;ff<v7*ff.  —  IjipHtrnant-Ckuninandpr  K.  O.  MatthcWHi.  cominandiii|f 
naval  Uitt^^rv;  Lieutenant  (J.  W.  Huyward,  naval  iMitlnv:  Actimj 
Ma-stiT  (;*H»rff«*  C'altlHrf,  V.  S.  ship  Sf.  /^tutjt;  Aotinj.'  Knslgn  M.  .T, 
LHily,  V.  S.  h.  Sanonm;  Artinj^  Knsiirn  ClmrUiw  Hoyor,  V .  S.  S.  South 
f\trttthut:  Acting  Knsipn  .1.  A.  Kdgron,  U.  S.  naval  battery;  Actiiijf 
Master's  Mate  \\  illiain  F.  Surd.  U.  S.  S,  Sauth  (Airoiimi;  Acting  Mas- 
ter^ Mate  A.  F.  TatFe.  U.  S.  S.  CaUtiiM,'  ^Vrting  Master's  Mate  II.  A. 
Kogcrfi.  r,  S.  uhip  yeio  II<mip»hire^ 

BaUatidii '>(  Milor  iufnntry  (anaed  nith  Plyiiuiiith  riflt«). 

Lieutenant  .lainesi  (/Kane,  of  the  Sanqfimon^  fonunandin^  liattjilion; 
Lieutenant  William  Whitehead,  of  the  Pffuymr^  artin^  Hrst  lieutenant. 

Vtmiftnmj  A. — Actinjj  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  \\.  Kennison.  South 
Car*tl*nn,  aetin^  eaptaiu;  Aetinij-  Ennit^u  Si'th  W .  C-owinjj,  Mt>mph{ft^ 
actin}^  tir^t  lieutenant. 

<'4/ni}Mtjitj  it. — Ai'tinj^  Ma>*ter  iIoHhiia  N.  ttowp,  St.  Lotth,  aeting" 
captain;  Aflinjj  Master  A.  Leaeh.  Onutlh,  actinj^  Hrst  lioutenant. 

(.\onjMinfj  <'. — Acting' Master  C.  H.  Baldwin,  Siiru("4/i/,  mtU}^  «ip- 
tain;  Actirij;  Master's  Mate  H.  Riinsell,  StirotfKjn^  iictin^^  tirst  lieutenant. 

V*tmpany  X*.— Acting  Ensign  Henry  A.  Green,  Sifmc^  acting 
captain. 

f7.  .S.  marinr  bnUnlion. 

First  Lieutenant  Oeorjfe  G.  Stoddard,  U.  S.  Marine  (\irps,  com- 
manding hiittalion;  Acting  En.sign  W.  Carter,  Nrir  Ilaotp-thlrt-;  Adiui- 
rur«  Cterk  J.  K.  Stanley,  flagHhip,  acting  adjutant. 

AdiHiim  to  the  brit^tde  tehiU  in  tJi^  Jitld.  Deannber  7. 

Aetinp  Rnsigti  Sanuiel  Merchant.  Reported  for  duty  and  was 
aetugnecT to  the  infantry.     A.H.signe<l  to  the  naval  artillery. 

Rtciijntvl'1/^ivn  of  thc/vrce  vj  the  brigat^f. 

imiuicler  (jf  brigade 1 

t  otiit'ere __ 7 

Officers  nf  naval  artiMt>rv  ..                                                           10 

Officer*  of  rriArine  b«tlafion        _                                                   3 

Officera  of  naval  iafanin- 0 

ToUlofficeni ;«> 

Nanil»pr  n[  men  in  naval  artillery  (8  guns} -. 140 

Samber  of  men  in  naval  infantry 16ft 

Rank  an<I  file,  marine  l>attalion - ,^ 167 

lloHpital  9l«ward9  and  nurees U 

Ti^tal  numt>er  of  men 46.*$ 

Unui'l  tjilal,  ollk'^rs  ami  invii 493 
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ChAUilinj  atthtre  of  the  BrltUh  st^am-or  Beai/rice^  off  ('hnrlest^m,  S.  C, 

Novanher  ^,  186J^. 

Heport  of  CapUln  <lrMn,  V,  B,  Havy. 

U.  S.  Sloop  John  Adams, 
Off  Mfpn-fS  hlandy  Sovth  Carolina,  Novtufiber  28,  Jhti^- 

Sih:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  a  blockade  runner, 
an  iron  Hide-wheel  steamer  of  about  2(X)  tons  (English),  named  ttie 
Beatrice^  from  Nassau,  was  run  aground  and  destro^'ed  last  night 
between  11  and  12  o^ciock. 

She  was  sighted,  signalized,  and  fired  upon  by  the  outside  vessels, 
who  struck  her  twice,  and  finally  was  fired  upon,  boarded,  and  «ip- 
tured  by  Acting  Master  Gilford  with  the  scout  boats,  and  afterwards 
assisted  by  one  [two]  of  the  picket  launches. 

Immediately  after  being  boarded  she  grounded  on  Drunken  Dick 
Shoal,  near  the  old  neck. 

The  captain,  first  officer,  pilot,  and  purser  and  about  eight  other 
persons  escaped  to  the  shore  in  a  boat.  The  i*emainder  of  her  crew, 
amounting  to  thirty  persons,  who  are  sent  by  the  Daff(fdU„  and  a  list 
of  their  names  herewith,  were  taken  otf,  tlie  vessel  set  on  fire  and 
abandoned. 

She  is  a  total  wreck.  She  hiul  an  assorted  cargo  and  is  a  new  vessel, 
this  1  icing  her  second  voyage. 

(ienoral  Hatch  requestcu  vesterdav  a  steamer  to  take  him  to  Port 
Koynl. 

1  di'tailed  the  Mary  Sanfnrfi  to  proceed  to  Stono  for  the  purpo«e, 
but  observed  that  she  had  returned  to  the  outside  blockade  last  night 
about  sunset. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Acting  Master  Kempton  of  the 
cause  of  his  return. 

I  enrlose  herewith  letters  and  papers  found  among  the  effects  of  the 
crew  of  the  blockade  runner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol)cdient  servant, 

J.  F.  Geken, 
Captain  a/id  AV/»  W  Officer  off  CharUsUm. 

Rear- Admiral  »I.  A.  Dahi<gren', 

Cotninandintj  South  Atlantic  H/orhuHnff  Sqtuid^ron. 

1*.  S. — The  Sa^igarnoi)  has  finished  scaling  the  tubes  of  one  boiler 
(fxcepting  about  ItKJ)  and  has  commenced  scaling  the  other  boiler. 

J.  F.  Green, 

Captain,  etc. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Oreen,  U.  S.  Kavy. 

U.  S.  Sixior  JonN  Adams, 
<ff  Morris  hland^  South  Oirolina,  December  i,  IS64.. 
Stk:  I  enclose  herewith  report**  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
in  and  outside  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo,  which  resulted 
in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steamer  Beatriw,  a  blockade 
runner,  inward  Ixjund. 

I  desire  to  correct  a  statement  made  in  m3-  rejwrt  to  you  of  the 
circumstance  of  the  28th  ultimo.     Instead  of  one,  two  picket  launches 


boarded  the  fltoanicr  after  the  scout  boats.  Both  laimebes  previously 
fixed  upon  her  repeatedly  with  their  howiUerj*.  One  of  them,  the 
PaictierH  launch,  in  i-har^e  of  Actinfj  Manter'H  Mato  Kemp,  prouiptly 
pulhvl  toward  her  for  the  purpose  of  boarding,  but  was  dohiyod  jjome 
time  )»y  grounding. 

Actiny*  Master  Gifford.  in  charge  of  tlie  scout  boats,  and  Coxswain 
Oliver  O'Hrien,  in  charge  of  one  of  them,  merit,  in  uiy  opinion,  spe- 
cial notice  for  their  prompt  and  energetic  conduct. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  what  «.Usposition  yhall  be  made  of  the 
articles  recovered  from  the  .-steamer,  viz,  1  chronometer.  1  octant,  1 
liaroraeter,  1  artificial  horizon,  1  box  of  blue  lights,  1  salinometer,  1 
binnacle,  and  2  lH)a(8. 

Yen.*  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

J.  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  O^nHeaton* 
Kcftr-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahuuikn, 

O&uutuxndhuf  SoxUk  Atluntic  Blockading  Squadnm, 
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Xeport  of  Bear-Admirtl  Dahlgren,  TS.  8.  Kavy. 

583.1  I?Yao-8te.\mer  Pmiladelphu, 

Port  Boyal  Ilarh<^r.  S.  C,  Dctrmhr  L  ISGl 

StR:  1  have  to  inform  the  Dejmrtmttnt  that  thp  Kn^liMh  steamer 
B^itricc  wan  destroyed  near  midnight  of  the  ^7th  ultimo  in  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade. 

The  account  derived  from  the  second  mate  exhil)it8  ho  well  the  con- 
duet  of  the  blockading  force  that  I  have  caused  it  to  Ik*  taken  down, 
and  transmit  it  for  the  information  of  the  Niivy  Department. 

The  BtrttnW  is  an  iron  steamer,  built  in  Glasgow,  and  this  is  her 
tfe(X>nd  trip,  having  already  nui  the  bluckade  at  Wilmington  onee. 

She  is  a  side-wheel  vessel,  of  alM»ut  -iin)  tons,  draft  0  feet  'J  inches 
and  6  feet  8  inchoa,  forward  and  aft,  can  make  2fi  revolutions  and  14 
knot-s  for  a  short  time,  and  can  rim  steadily  al>out  12  knotw. 

She  made  the  land  at  night  to  the  southward  of  Charleston,  and  saw 
lights  (probably  about  iStono),  and  soon  after  saw  the  light  ship  at 
Charleston  IVir.  bearing  nearly  north;  steered  for  it,  then  kept  away 
a  little  to  pa^s  around  it  out'<ide.  slowed  down  and  steered  directly  for 
the  land  (probably  Ij<jn^  Island),  kept  on  until  in  8  feet  of  water  (the 
ve*.'*cl  drawing  (i  feet  S  inches). 

The  steamer  was  now  headed  around,  and  steered  along  the  .shore  for 
Sullivan's  Island  Channel. 

About  thirt  lime  the  Beatrice  was  discovered  by  one  of  our  steamers 
and  fired  at  repeatedly,  but  was  not  .struck;  could  not  make  out  what 
kind  of  a  tsteamer  It  was,  merely  saw  a  vessel. 

The  Ii*j*itrictf  vi'Slh  now  running  at  her  utmost  speed,  and  got  away 

from  the  chasing  steamer,  but  soon   fell  in  with  another  one  of  our 

Meomers.  whiih  chased  and  tire<l  at  her;   one  .shot  went   through  her 

below  decks,  and  al)aft  the  whcolhouso.     The  speed  of  the  Bfttrice^ 

I       however,  carried  her  away  from  this  vessel  too,  and  she  passed  into 

K   Sullivan'.s  Island  ('hannel.     When  well  in  -she  touched  ii  snoal  on  the 

H  liturbourd  hand,  tmckedolf  immediately  and  went  ahead  agiiiu,  but  soon 

^^  >  w  R— voi-  16 8 
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found  herself  suddenly  surrounded  h}-  a  large  number  of  our  barges, 
which  opened  a  heavy  lire  of  musketry  and  lioat  howitzers. 

In  the  confusion  caused  by  this  incident  it  appears  that  the  Bt-atrkt 
got  on  the  shoal  again. 

The  boats  promptly  nm  alongside  and  lK>arded  her,  taking  possej^ion 
of  her. 

The  captain,  pilot,  and  four  or  live  officers  juinpc^d  into  a  light  boat 
and  niade  their  escape. 

The  remainder  of  th<»  ciew.  thirty  in  niuiiber.  were  taken  and  are 
now  in  my  bunds. 

One  of  the  mates,  who  gave  this  statement,  I  have  relea.spd  on  that 
account,  us  it  conveys  an  intelligent  outside  view  of  the  tmnsaction, 
and  the  manner  of  proceeding. 

The  Department  will  perceive  from  it  that  if  these  fellows  get  in  it 
is  from  no  want  of  gootf  will  and  effort,  and  I  think  it  is  u  nire  occur- 
rence to  find  a  boat  division  playing  so  imi)ortant  a  part  in  an  open  sea 
blockade  of  a  seaport. 

The  duty  is  severe  beyond  wliat  is  imagined.  In  the  launches  the 
men  ntay  be  said  to  live  in  the  boats,  and  all  of  them  are,  in  these  long 
nights,  exposed  to  every  hardship  of  sea,  wind,  and  weather;  in  the 
stormiest  nights  they  are  <*ruising  around  close  in  to  the  rebel  batteries. 

I  think  them  deserving  of  all  couunendation  for  theirconduct  in  this 
matter,  not  narrated  by  our  own  lads,  l>ut  by  an  officer  of  the  vessel 
captured,  a  cool,  hanly-looking  man.  and  1  rt^commend  that  a  month's 
Ijay  be  given  to  each  man  of  the  Inrnts'  crews  engaged,  for  we  destroy, 
and  do  not  capture. 

It  is  also  reix)rted  to  nic  that  a  blockade  runner  was  discovered  by 
the  Acacia  ni\iv  the  light-ship  soon  after  her  arrival  off  Charleston 
from  Port  Royal,  on  the  night  of  the  28th  ultimo;  she  wa-s  fired  at, 
stood  off  to  the  eastwai'd,  and  was  not  seen  ufterwanls. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfidly.  your  olwdient  servant, 

.J.   A.  Oaiilokkn, 
Rt'iii'-AtlhiiivL  (.'oimi*/.  Stnifh  Athuiftc  IV<M'kaillmj  ^qnmlrvn, 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wkllks, 

Sivi't'tory  of  the  Ntwy. 


Order  of  <  'apfti/ti  (rritiu  ('.  ■*^'.  X'/rt/,  fn  Ctmninnnh'r  Pii1frr»'Ot^  [7.  S. 
Xftrt/y  ftyarflinif  ifffshf^r'  rrniximj  hi  srurrh  of  hlorhuU'  ronneri<. 

V.  S.  Si.ooi*  John  Aj)AMs, 
Ojf  Morr/'ft  Ixlaioi^  South  (  'nroHini,  Xot'nnhvr  '2if^  /'Sb%, 
Sir:  The  steamei  B"(fn'<t\  which  was  raptured  and  run  ashore  night 
iM^fore  last  near  Dnniken  Dick  Sh<ml,  was  off  this  port  all  of  the  pre- 
ceding diiy  about  ;U»  miles  distant. 

Please  keep  one  at  least  of  the  fastest  outsid*^  vessels  in  tlie  offing 
cruising  or  at  anchor,  just  within  signal  distance  of  the  -b/fAr,  for  the 
puqKiseof  di.scovering  blockade  runners,  scrutinizing  passing  vessels, 
and  obtaining  news,  and  to  return  to  her  sbition  at  nignt. 
Vcvy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  F.  (tkekx, 
C<ipiaiii  mid  Sntlor  Ojfir,r  ajf  ('/nfr/r.><tini. 
Commander  T.  U,  I'atterson, 

ConicUj.  U.  S.  'S.  JamvH  Adtjer^  S,  aior  Ojfic,  r  Offahnri   liforhidj'. 
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Ltttrrfnmi  thf-  ^*'t'T*iiXnj *»f  th*} yavj/  to  Rcttr- Admiral  Dithl^ren^  (J,  S» 
jVarj/^  IramtiniUmg  proclamation  of  the  Prd»ident  tfptstiintf  Southern 
JHrrtit. 

Navy  Department,  JVi/rfnibt^  30^  J864. 
5ih:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  and  jfuidance  an 
irial  copy  <»f  thi^  prorlunrntion*  of  tlu*  President,  iss'jori  on  the  19th 
rastnnt,  oi>ening  the  port-s  of  Norfolk,  Ferniinrlinft,  and  IV-nsiirola  to 
WMTimercial  inUirnmrse  from  and  after  the  IM  of  I>ei.*eiiil»er  next,  on 
tJjc  conditions  therein  sit  forth. 
Very  resjiectfully.  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

iSftwrr^rt/y  of  the  JVavtf, 
Rear-Adniinil  Jno.  A.  Daiiloben, 

CmncUj,  South  Atlantic  Bl-fjckadiwj  Sqmtdnm^  off  Charleston. 


» 


RfP*rrt  of  Cajitain  Gn-m.,  U.   S,   Nftrt/^  Hitnior  offivi^r  off  ClmrhMoix^ 
St  C,  retjartlintj  fh<-  entranct'  of  tico  lM<n;kmle  runnerH  into  Charttufon^ 

U.  S.  8lj(>tir  tJoHN   Al>AM.s, 

tJfff  Morrijt  Island^  So^ttk  Carolina^  Decemlter  2^  i8H^. 

Sib:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  idtinio  two  stennn-rs  xurreediMl  in 
IMM-in}/  the  Mockiide  and  LMittM'ed  the  harbor,  oin'  at  aliont  9  and  tlie 
other  at  II.  Tht'v  were  diseovered  and  Hred  at  by  li'*-  outside  hhxik- 
adc  and  met  with  a  warm  reeeption  from  the  inside  pieket  [auncho^, 
litit  were  not  arrested  in  their  oro^reHs  inwanl. 

I  am  sutisHeil  that  tlie  smootuhore  howitzer  Hhelln  do  not  penetrate 
thi^^  Hte>amerf*  and  Hhall  substitute  rifled  bowit/erH  for  thorn  an  suon 
as  it  i«  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

I  would  !?ug^st  alsoplaeinp  percussion  torpedoes  in  Maffitt'n  Chan- 
nel, and,  if  you  ean  furnish  them.  I  will  have  them  piueed. 

Monltrie  'opened  fiiv  siivagely  in  the  dirertion  of  our  JHiaLs  afU^r 
each  :*teamer  nad  pastned,  and  the  steamers  were  encounijfed  by  people 
on  the  l»ea<:h  to  {^o  aliea<U  that  they  would  soon  pass  <mr  lire. 

The  Atiuininthm  received  a  .siH>nt  Xineh  snot  in  her  stjirliourd 
counter,  which  rendered  it  nrce>*,sary  to  take  her  into  the  inlet  for 
roprtir's.     The  re[>air?i  have  been  made  and  she  in  on  sen-iee  a^iin. 

1  enclose  herewith  reports  fr<tm  eoiuumnding  offieern  of  vessels  and 
boats  which  iiartieipated  in  the  clTorti*  made  to  capture  the  blockade 
niiiners. 

Last  ni^ht  (the  1st  instant)  there  were  two  alarms  of  a  violation  of 
tbo  blockade  outside,  one  at  about  7:80  and  the  other  at  1U:30. 

The  report-s  nf  ('(numander  Patterst>n  and  Actinjf  Maf^ters  Montell 
and  Strontf  relating  thereto  are  also  enclosed  herewith.  No  vessel 
was  known  to  have  jias-sed  in  or  out  by  the  inside  blockade,  and  I  do 
hot  think  any  passed  in,  although  one  nwy  have  passed  out  wirly  in 
the  evening  U^fore  the  picket  boats  reached  their  stations,  they  bi'ing 
delayed  liy  a  fresh  liejiil  wind. 

The  advance  monitor.  Lehigh^  and  .seout  l>oftt8  were  well  up  and 
saw  no  ves8ol  going  in  or  out. 
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Unfortunately  the  Lehigh  reoeived  a  shot  in  her  turret  port,  whieh 
sti'uck  the  XV-inch  gun.  I  have  ordered  a  survey  of  the  gun  and 
shall  forward  the  report  as  soon  as  received.  I  do  not  think  the  gun 
is  seriously  injured.  Lieutenant-Commander  St^mmes'  reports  of  the 
circumstances  are  forwarded  herewith. 

Very  respec^t fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  K.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  i>ff  Charhidtm, 

Rear- Admiral  .1.  A.  DAHLCiUEN, 

ConimandirKj  South  Atlantic  Bl^M'Jradirt//  Sqnudron. 


Mepijrt  of  Comniandi'r  Paitei'Hon^  U.   S.   Na^y^  regardimj  aiUnnpted 
titolutions  oftfie  hl-ochuU  of  Ohurlemton^  December  i,  ISGIf.. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  CharU'Htoti  Bar,  Deeemher  2,  IS64. 
Sir:  At  7:45  last  evening  the  .4-i«/t'r/,  off  the  north  channel  buoy, 
discovered  a  blockade  runner  dose  by  and  inshore  of  her,   running 
out  of  Maffitt's  Channel. 

Acting  Master  Strong  says,  in  his  rciiort: 

She  apparently  saw  uh  an  soon  as  I  saw  her,  as  she  pheered  off  inshore  at  oni-e, 
ninning  about  north,  (juite  fast  1  iiiimediat^'ly  slijipod  cable  and  gave  chaae,  mak- 
ing the  aiarm  signal,  and  cuinmenced  firing,  but  beinj;  momentarily  blinded  by  the 
glare  of  the  signal  ligbts  and  flashes  of  ^ins  I  lost  sight  of  her.  After  running  north 
until  I  shoaled  up  on  the  bank,  and  seeing  nothing  more  of  the  vessel,  I  returned  U> 
my  station.     *    *    * 

The  evening  was  very  dark  and  hazy  and  vessels  could  be  seen  but 
a  short  distance. 

The  As<dira  kept  underway  near  her  station,  and  about  10  p.  m. 
saw  the  alarm  sigiial  for  blockade  runner  going  in,  and  heard  guns 
from  an  E.  N.  E.  direction,  apparently  from  the  Potoinnht.  She 
stood  in  north  a  short  distance  and  in  a  few  moments  disc()vcred  white 
water  from  paddle  wheels  inside  of  her  ai»d  well  inshore;  tired  and 
chased  in  that  direction  to  the  N.  W.,  but  soon  lost  sight  of  the 
luminous  water,  which,  no  doubt,  was  the  spray  from  the  wheels  and 
bow  of  a  steamer  ruiming  rapidly  through  tne  water. 

The  Azalea  then  returned  to  her  station  and  recovered  her  anchor. 

At  10. 15  p.  m.  the  Potomska,  about  2^  miles  N.  W.  f  N.  of  the  wreck 
of  the  Ifouifatomc,  discovered  a  steamer  approaching  her  from  S.  S.  E. 
and  heading  about  N.  W. 

Not  receiving  any  answer  to  the  challenge,  got  underway  and  made 
the  usual  signal,  when  the  chase  altered  her  course  to  the  b.  W.;  fired 
at  her  three  stands  of  grape  from  33-p>under  and  one  shell  from  riflt^ 
pivot.  Attempted,  to  cnase,  but  found  it  useless,  the  stranger  running 
out  of  sight  l)efore  the  Potom%ka  had  moved  more  than  al>out  three 
time^  her  length.     The  Potontska  then  resumed  hor  sfaition. 

The  blockade  rimner  seen  by  the  Potoinnka  is  the  same  that  was  seen 
by  the  Azalea  iiuming  in,  of  which  the  Potoumka  gave  the  first  warn- 
ing. The  signals  made  by  the  Azalea  and  Pototnuhi  wen^  immediately 
repeated  by  this  vessel. 

The  Acacia  returned  to  her  station,  \\  miles  N.  f  W.  of  the  wreck 
of  the  JIoHsatonic^  shortly  before  10  p.  m.     The  I^otonufka  and  Aziilea 
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oci*upird   IhiMr  ri'jriilar  >ilntions,  othorwiK**  the  vcnsela  vfC'n\  stationod 
iks  j)rr  tmcinjr  sont  with  ve,sterda\''H  rwixMt. 

Noither  of  Uicsc  hitickade  nmners  wei*e  seen  Uy  uny  of  the  ont«idc 
bti>ckiul(?rs  exvo|>t  the  two  niontioi»»d  in  this  roport. 
Very  respwtfully,  your  olMMJittnt  .-M'rvKnt, 

T.    H.   1*ATTKKS<)N, 

Comntftmirr  and  St*nior  Officer  pTtneut  off  Chiivttntfm  Bar, 

Cupliiiii.].  F.  Grkkn, 

Senior  Ojficer  off  C/oir/tntf^m^  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiisil  Dahlgren^   U,  S.   Nhvy^  to  Lifut&twnt'Oom' 

FiaoSTKAMKU  PHILAnKI.PIMA, 

Sir:  1  s<'nd  yon  tho  ir/xwf/*/V^v/rt.  which  you  will  tuke  command  of 
and  rontiriue  the  prc^ont  duty  at  Tyht'u. 

The  Cimamm   is  to  retuni  here  for  repairs. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ot>edient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahluren* 
Rriir-.ifimfTnf^  CoTiidij.  Soti/./i  Atltint.ir  lilochadintj  Sipuuirt>u. 

Lieutenant-Coinriiander  A.  W.  Johnson, 

C^mina7idiu(f  U.  ^.  *9.  OiiMtrrtw,  *St*tuffr  OffWt\ 

Saiutnnah  liiver. 


i>r*t4f  iif  Rtttr-Adinirtil  IhihUjrf^x^    U.   S.   JVhvt/,  fo  Aolhuj  Mnnttr 
fldiith^  I'.  S,  Ntii*y^  to  aHHUWf"  (y^inionnd  of  U.  S.  tu'lifMHirr  f'tifo. 

FlA«-StKA>IHR  l*Hn.AT)KI.IMnA, 

Pint  Ri>ynl  //*:/•/*.;/■,  jMu-mhrr -i,  ISO^, 
Sir:  Von   arn   hprrhy  detiuhnd   from  the  uonimuiid  of  thr   I'.   S. 
dchooner  llt»pt\  ainl you  will,  on  loiript  of  this,  assume  the  (>ouiinaud 
of  Uio  U.  S.  schoonnr  Panf. 

Very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahix}rkn, 
Rt^ir- Admiral^  Comd/j,  Smith  Atlantic*  Bhwkmlhxj  Stjuudron. 

Acting  Master  D.  P.  Heatf,* 

Coinmandhig  f\  S.  Svhx>ner  Hope^  Port  R<fyal. 


I 


Rt-jt4fH  of  Comuuuuhr  J^UefMon^  (>.  S.  .\'ii^^y,  raftardlM/  an  attempt4>d 

U.  S.  S.  .1amr8  Aixif.h, 
Off  Charknton  Unr,  Ih-vnohr  /j,  ISQI^, 
Sir:  At  1:15  u.  m.  of  thi.-*  diito,  n  blockade  runner  was  di-scovorod 
b\-  tht'  }i*///MM//rt  nttcniptiiig  to  run  in,  l»ut  wiw  turned  off  by  her  and 
not  seen  u^tin. 

I  herrwith  endow?  the  report*  of  A<*tinjf  Miister  Lee,  eonimanding 
the  \Viimn*ittii^ 


•  Not  found. 
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The  blockade  ninru>r  was  nut  seen  by  any  (»ther  vesael  of  the  outtdde 
btorkado. 

Very  re-sppctfully,  your  olwdii^nt  servant, 

T,  U,  I'atterson, 
CmnnntfxLriittd  Si'uiof  OJu^er  J^reiftntt/ff'  C/iarfest^n  Bar. 

Captain  J.  F.  Orken, 

S*fnior  fiffi<'trr  ojf*  C'/tarlfHltm^  S.  C, 


Report  of  Acting  Manter  Peim<'H^  (K  S.  Nax*y,rty<mlhiif  tht'  tteav^h  for 

U.  S.  Bark  Kthan  Am-en, 

St.  Simons  Sound,,  OcotyiJi^  Deot^mhet'  5,  1S(^ 
8ik:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  ronort: 
On  the  .'ioth  insUint  a  contnLliand  caine  on  Iward  from  Biunswifk. 
[(ra.J,  with  the  int^dli^rcnce  of  the  escape  of  alnmt  SIHI  Union  prisonciH 
fr(HU  the  cars  while  in  transit  fi-oni  Stivnnnah  to  station  No.  7,  thre<'  of 
whom  liad  been  recaptured  that  morning  while  at  a  hovwe  getting 
brenkfast.  Our  tender  (the  schooner  Munj)  bein^  at  St.  Andrew^ 
Sound  delivering,'  stores  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Ihii  ('ftrntn  I  inimediutt'Iy  wnt 
the  intellig^encc  1  had  received  to  Lieutenant-Comnmnder  Chaplin, 
eoninumding  that  vessel.  He  immediately  dispatcbcil  the  schtwner, 
hiH  launch,  and  ItJ  men  from  his  sln|^).  In  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  W. 
Walton,  tou.ssisL  in  rescuing  anj^  whn-h  luight  have  gotten  to  thecoajKt. 
Arriving  here  at  lo  j).  m.,  everything  being  in  rcttdines.s,  I  left  the 
ship  on  the  rtrst  of  next  flood  tide  with  TtO  men  and  \\  offieer.s  from  thi.s 
vessel,  tlic  wchcKtiier,  huirich,  with  howitzer,  tirst  and  second  cuttei*H, 
with  the  oJliccrs  and  men  in  the  launch  of  the  J>'t}  Chhiy,  and  another 
small  boat,  arriving  at  lielle  Point  soon  after  daylight.  On  landing 
we  discovered  the  pickets  making  a  hasty  retreat  Into  the  woods.  W  e 
advanced  cautitnisfy,  leaving  Acting  Knsijrn  McCart  in  charge  of  the 
Ixjats  anil  liowitzers,  nkirmishing  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry  for  3 
mile.s,  when  wo  came  to  a  house,  where  some  women  informed  um  that 
four  Union  soldiers  were  recaptured  that  morning  while  partaking  of 
some  refpeshmenti*  at  that  house.  The  woods  in  the  vicinity  were 
infested  with  rebel  aivaln',  appan'nily  in  search  of  the  escaped  pris- 
oner, and  our  party  had  some  sharp  skirinisliing  without  l)eiug  checked 
in  our  advance,  binding  the  enemy  collecting  in  considerable  num- 
bers in  the  woods,  we  retired  Uy  the  coCer  of  the  Ixmts,  and  threw  some 
shell  which  disjH^rsed  thnni.  Having  become  .-tfiti.stied  that  we  could 
render  no  assisfcance  to  any  of  the  escaped  prisoners  at  that  point,  we 
!*eturned  to  the  boats  and  proceeded  un  tlie  South  Altamaha  Kiver.  It 
being  perfe<'tly  calm,  we  nad  to  tow  the  schooner  with  the  boats,  and 
our  guides,  not  knowing  the  depth  of  water  in  the  creeks,  we  were 
aground  several  times,  and  thei*efore  somewhat  detained.  Wo  arrived 
at  Hoix'ton  l^mding.  alK)ut  ;^0  miles  up  the  river,  on  the  umrning  (tf 
the  IJa,  liefore  daylight,  not  si'eing  any  of  the  escaped  prisoners  on  the 
way.  We  landed,  marched  up  the  dyke  througti  the  deserted  rice 
fiekis  to  Hoijcton  plantation  and  villa,  owned  by  one  Mr.  Corbin.  said 
to  ho  now  in  Kurope.  Here  wo  found  a  Mr.  I'oncell.  a  cripple,  and 
his  two  sons,  one  of  them  a  i-ebel  soldier  on  furlough,  whom  I  arrested; 
the  Other  i>eing  but  lU  years  old,  I  left  him  with  his  father.  Not 
Iwing  able  to  gain  any  information  from  Poncell,  I  sought  and  leArnod 
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m>m  a  fow  M  no^voes  that  hjic!  Iwtii  left  on  thti  plantation  tliat  theix* 
wai*  u  laiyi'  riiimlHM'  of  i-avalrv  .sent  down  from  station  No.  7.  to  anKint 
tbe  vKKisi  tftiard  in  rt'raptnrintr  tin*  ('siain-d  priHincr.s,  mid  wwa 
onraiu|)fd  at  Wavncsville.     Nom-  uf  thi-  cst-aped  pnNuners  Intd  In'eii 

Isceu  Ht  that  place,  or  in  that  viciuity.     We  I'eturui'd  to  the  ship, 
arriving  at  4  p.  m.  un  thi'  -Ith. 
.■ 
Or 


am,  yir.  very  re«|x.'i'tfiilly.  your  obydierjt  s*»rvant, 

I.  A.  Phnneix, 
Afii'it^  Mftuftr^  (Annma/idi/u/, 

Kcar-Admiral  John  A.  IUiiixjrrn, 

Omtfuattt/in(/  Sttulh  Atlufttnr  JJ/wkfit/htf/  Stjmnirfrtt. 


Ordtn' iff  CaDttihi  ///>/•».  U.  iS.  Xart/,  to  Ctnumnmh-r  PntUi'MHi,  IJ.  S. 
Aav^^  r&fttlctimj  commnnlvation  hyjfay  o/'tni**'. 


\ 
I 


U.  S.  Swjor  John  Adam^, 
/fJ'Mr^rrtM  hhmd,  .V.  *".,  Dccembi-r  H,  LSO'//. 

Str:  In  t*onipltanc*c  with  inHtrn<*tionH  retM'ived  from  K»*ar-Adniiral 
I>alilji:rfn.  1  Imvc  dirrrtod  tliat  ihcn^  shall  Ih*  no  loiiimuiiication  with 
Uie  iMU'my  under  rta;?  of  truer*,  excepting  oti"  Hn-arh  Inlfl. 

You  will  ho  ]>h»ased  to  detail  one  of  tho  vessels  of  the  outsido  floot 
to  nieot  tho  i-neniy's  IIhjj^  of  trurr  when  nent  out,  (ihservinj,'  the  eonelj 
tion  specitied  in  the  Ueparlnicnt's  (ieneral  Order  No.  i:^,  dated  April 
8,  1»?3. 

I  Ttent  yon  a  uieswipre  a  few  days  nitice  that  an  ajjent  of  the  ealcium- 
ligbl  jKirty  wrmhl  report  to  y<)n  to  plare  a  li;(ht  on  one  of  the  itutside 
ves?Mds  for  I  lie  purjKKse  of  iLs^isting  in  the  discovery  of  hlockmle  run- 
ners. 

Tbe  matter  is  postponed  for  tbe  present  until  tho  agent  can  make  an 
agreement  with  the  admiral  as  to  terms,  ete.,  for  furiMshiiij,^  the  Itj^lit, 
In  the  tneanlinn*  I  wish  yon  would  think  ovi'r  the  unitter.  It  iipi>etirs 
tome  the  liirht  can  only  be  useful  in  disetiverinj^r  vessels  inwanl  hound. 
Shouhi  it  lie  used  for  vessels  eomiufj  f)ut  of  Charleston  it  would  dw- 

I close  to  tbe  enemy  the  |K)sition  of  our  vessels. 
Very  lyKjK'ctfuMy,  your  obedient  .sen'ant, 
.1.    F.  (JillKKN, 
Captain  ami  Senmr  (Pfflen'  *iff  (^hurhtttmi. 
Commander  T.  11.  Pattkrson, 
Ctummimlhuj    f\   S.  iS.  JtWuH  Ad{/''t', 
Senior  O^rvr  offshniu'  Rluvliad*'. 

ReptM  of  Ttetir-Adwlnd  Dahhjtt-fu    U.   S.  JVuvi/^  refjardhuj  gfinmil 

matterH. 

I 

No.  588.]  Fi*AG-StEAMER  PHILADKLrillA, 

Biytfid  Rirf't\  South  Cfi/'o/aui^  Pttuiitbtr  7 ^  JSO^. 

Sir:  Thi^  Di^partnn'nt'sconununieation  of  the  2iJtl  November  re^iched 
Die  on  the  'M  by  tho  Dotiftjtd, 

My  disputehes,  whieb  have  by  this  time  reached  the  Department, 
will -how  that  time  has  not  ln-en  lost   in  doin^  what  the  sniidl   force 
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hpre  porinits.     A«  soon  iis  Gcnenil  Shonnan  does  arrive,  J  will  bring 
every  iivailiihle  vrsscl,  iiicUuling  the  imncladH,  to  hiM  aid. 

Ah  reffiiifls  the  weather  that  may  bo  expected  subsequent  to  this  it 
would  be  difficult  to  judge.  Nothing  could  have  been  finer  than  the 
recent  weather  to  this  date,  so  far  as  the  etfects  on  roads  are  con- 
cerned, but  to-tlay  it  rained  heavily  for  a. few  hours,  prolmblv  not 
enough  to  affect  tfie  roads  or  the  streams,  whi<'h  are  not  vet  swollen  in 
this  vi<'iiiity,  nor  elsewhere  probably  at  the  coast,  witliin  this  com- 
mand. 

The  new  steamer  building  in  the  Pedee  is  awaiting  a  rise  to  come 
down,  and  has  not  yet  done  so.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  just 
enquired  of  a  deserter,  who  is  a  native,  and  he  says  that  about  Atlanta 
the  streams  begin  to  rise  about  November. 

The  tenipeniture  here  is  very  mild,  and  not  cold  enough  to  l>e 
healthy,  differing  entirely  from  the  purer  air  of  the  sea  along  the  coaat 
outside. 

I  do  not  perceive  any  natural  obstacle  in  the  path  of  the  army. 

General  Sherman  can  connect  very  easily  b}'  any  of  the  principal 
streams  and  take  this  squadron  as  his  base.  It  would  be  very  for- 
tunate if  htr  should  happen  about  this  vicinity,  as  he  would  come  upon 
Savannah  on  its  weak  side,  which  is  the  interior. 

Looking  seaward,  it  is  very  strong,  not  foilitied  as  carefully  as 
Charleston,  but  still  well  suited  to  the  narrow  water  courses  by  which 
vessels  approach. 

I  can  not  conceive,  however,  that  anything  here  could  check  a  vet- 
eran army  like  that  of  General  Sherman.  Jf  he  has  any  trouble,  it 
will  be  from  the  force  gathering  on  his  foot*iteps. 

His  best  base  would  be  from  this  to  the  Stono,  having  no  less  than 
four  fine  estuaries  to  connect  with  the  squadron,  viz,  Broad  River,  the 
rivers  emptying  into  St.  Helena,  North  Edisto,  and  Stono,  giving  hini 
aniph^  means  of  supply,  conveniently  distributed,  with  the  flank  of 
Charleston  on  one  hand  and  that  of  Savannah  on  the  other,  with  the 
choice  of  falling  on  either. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  l)e,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  I)ahl<jrex, 
lit^ir-Admirtil,  Comdtj.  South  Afhatfic  Bloek<idin<j  S(juadro7i. 

Hon.  Gidp:on  Wellks, 

iScereta/y  t{ft/tc  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rviir-AdtniraJ  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  the  Chuif  of 
Buretfti  of  Con  fit  ruction  and  Bejxtir.  retjiut-sthuj  ah'  additional 
launchfxfor  use  in  the  squadron. 

Flag-Stkamer  Philadelphia, 
Broad  Biver^  South  C'aro/ina^  Ihwndur  7,  1H6^. 
Silt:  The  number  of  l>oats  now  engaged  in  picket  and  scouting  duty 
is  so  inconsidemble  as  to  cause  nnich  wear  and  tear,  and  also  requires 
boats  of  more  capacity  than  is  usually  found  in  vessels  like  those  of 
this  squadron. 

1  therefore  request  that  six  launches,  exactly  like  those  sent  mo 
from  New  York,  may  be  forwarded  to  me  with  all  dispatch. 
Our  present  oi^i-ations  with  the  army  also  increase  the  necessity. 
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Tbo  Iwii  Innriclics  Bent  iin^  provi'd  U*  \w  lulniirahly  :wla|)t«Ml  to  tho 

1  wotiM  also  iLsk  f<ii'  u  sli'UMi  luiinrli,  and  liojx*  that  tlu*  llnrniu  will 
b<*  fthli!  to  niret  the^e  nN|ijcsts  at  the  vt-ry  (^arlu'.st  uion»Mit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l«\  very  n'-fpt^rtfully,  yoiirohi'ditMit  servant, 

J.    A.     I).\IIUrKKN, 

Jitttr-Admira/^  Ownhj,  Stntih  Atfnntic  BhtchtUunj  iS'y«Wrr>n. 

JoiiK  Lenthaij.,  F^q., 

Chief  liureuu  Cofi-Hfnu-lum. 


Flao-Steamkr  PmT.AnKi.rHiA, 
liroatl  Rh'er^  South  Camlina^  Dectmhct*  S^  JSft/f. 
Sir:  You  will  pi-occod  with  thi«  /Inrvrst  Mtton  to  Oswahaw,  Sapelo, 
IMwy,  and  St.  Simon's,  and  oiHjuiro  at  xttivh  placo  if  any  dircot  infor- 
mation or  knowlodtfi^  of  thy  army  under  (ti-ncriil  Shi-nnan  hus  iTiichud 
eith**r  of  these  placps.  You  will  return  directly  and  inform  me 
whether  thin  is  so  or  not. 

You  will  leave  the  enclosed  ordei-s  an  directed, 
RespectftiUy,  your  obi'dii'nt  servant, 

J.    A.   I>Ain>lttFN, 

J?*'Y/r-^lf/wr/y//,  C*>fndtj.  Sttiith  AtUintte  Biockndin<j  Stjiuninm. 

Acting  Master  J.  K.  Chosby, 

Commtttidiug  U,  S.  S,  JIarvcM  Moon. 


[Order  of  same  date  for  the  Lttrk'ttjntr  to  proceed  to  St.  Simon's,  the 
^ami^eUon  to  proceed  to  Oxsal 
approatth  of  Snenuan's  ftniiy.] 


Dami^Uon  to  proceed  to  OxsahaM .  and  report  the  Urnt  uoUeo  of  th<' 

■      '  Sh. 


fh'd^r  of  R far- Admiral  l)aM<irm^  U.  S.  Nai^'y^retjai'ding  the  ni*jn'fKirh 
of  tJte  nrmt/ under  Major- Ifen^n^' tSfun'mnn^  U.  A  Arnty, 

Fi-ao-Stkamer  Philadklphia, 

RrtKld  Rive-r^  South  f  '(n't'/i»'fy  Ih:vr}uip*r  -S',  IXfiJ^. 
Commander^  of  vesMelH  will  use  every  exrrtion  to  olttain  iiiforinntion 
of  the  apprrmrhof  the  anuy  under  Gen<'t'Hl  Shernuin  in  this  direction, 
and  will  apprise  me  thereof  at  the  earliest  moment,  sendinj^  a  lx)at  to 
tlu*  nejiretit  ateamer,  if  in  conmuind  of  a  sailing  vessel. 

John  A.  Dahu"*ren, 
Rf^r-Adwirftl^  VomHtj.  South  Atfantic  W^}ck(ulin{f  Siptmlron. 
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Letter  from  Mttjor-  General  Jfmrard^  U.  S.  Army^  to  Rear-. 
I)ahlgreu„  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  approach  of  Sherinan^s 


r-Admiral 
'«  army. 

Hkadquartebs  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Near  Savannuh  Canni^  Geivrgia^  Decemher  9^  IHG^. 
Sir:  We  have  met  with  perfect  success  thus  far.     Troops  in  fine 
spirits  and  nearby. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  Howard, 
Maptr- General^  Commanding  li/'ght  H7w(/  of  Army. 
CoMMANi)iN<j  Officer  II.  S.  Navai.  Force, 

/n  the  Vi.eimty  of  Savannah,  Ga. 


Report  of  Rfar-Admlral  Dahlgren^  V.  S.  Natry^  regueJitt'ng  infitruc- 
ti'ons  regarding  the  exchange  of  nick  a7id  womvded  pris^^n^rtt  of  tear 
under  fag  of  truee. 

No.  593.]  Fi^g-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Ifarhor,  S.  61,  December  10.  186^, 

Sir:  On  the  8d  instant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mulford  called  on  me  to 
say  that  the  exchange  of  sick  atid  wounded  prisoners  of  war  which  he 
had  l>ecn  authorized  to  conduct  had  been  interrupted  at  Savannah  by 
pendinjjf  militiiry  operations,  and  that  he  desired  to  remove  the 
exchange  to  Charleston;  that  General  Foster  had  consented  to  the 
measure,  and  to  .suspend  tiring  while  the  exchange  was  going  on. 

He  desired  my  permission  also. 

I  had  no  instructions  whatever  on  this  subject,  particularly  from  the 
Department,  and  could,  therefore,  go  no  further  tnan  warranted  by  an 
orainary  flag  of  truce,  which  1  informed  him  would  be  done. 

Hut  I  drew  his  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  maintaining  the  block- 
ade, tiring  W!is  frequentlv  resorted  to  upon  runnel's,  or  even  on  the 
batteries  that  protected  them,  and  neither  in  this  nor  in  other  respects 
W)is  the  blockade  to  be  affected. 

He  assented  to  th(!  necessitv  of  this,  and  said  he  would  make  it  per- 
fectly uudei'stood  to  the  rebel  c«nunander. 

1  therefore  addres.sed  a  letter  to  Captain  Green,  senior  officer  at 
Charleston,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  no  discretion  was  given 
beyond  facility  to  the  commissioner  and  the  oi'dinary  consequences  of 
a  nag  of  truce. 

The  blockade  will  therefore  continue  as  rigid  as  my  means  allow, 
and  the  tiring  will,  as  usual,  l)e  restrained  only  so  far  as  needed  for  the 
exchange. 

I  encToscd  a  communication  to  Captain  Green  restating  my  views  in 
full,  so  that  this  may  not  be  misunderstood,  principally  on  account  of 
the  mistake  of  a  comuiander  of  an  advance  vessel  in  replying  to  a  llag 
of  truce  while  in  presence  of  a  senior  officer. 

1  would  l>c  ver3'  much  obliged,  however,  if  the  Department  would 
be  pleased  to  instruct  me  as  to  its  wishes  on  occasions  like  this,  wherein 
our  Department  is  active,  and  mv  action  is  required  in  matters  not 
included  in  the  grfhenil  conduct  of  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ikj,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiilgren, 
Rear- Admiral^  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Bh^chiding  Squadnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  tfte  Navy. 
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Ki.aii-Sti:amk.k  I*iin-.\i)Ki.i'»nA, 
niiyiTH  Lnitiihuj^  Jit'oad  Iiit\:t\  S.  6'.,  I^et^^m/ter  J,  JS()//. 
8ir:  Colonel  Mulford,  who  i?*  rbar^cd  l»y  the  Unit^<l  Stat4Ns  (lovein- 
lut'iil  with  iht'  oxchunjff  of  prisoners*,  dfefircti  to  conduct  the  husinos.s  fit 
C'hiirlpHton. 

You  will  AtTord  him  every  facility  that  he  may  desire  forthopur|x)i4e. 
Very  respeetfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiix»krn, 
Hftit'-AdtnirfiK  V'fHulij.  Sfmth  Atiantiv  B/m-htdinff  Squadrttn, 

Oiptiiin  .FiiHEPH  K.  (iRKKN,  U.  s.  Niivy. 

St^nwr  Officer  off  ChnrlcHton* 


Flao-8teamek  PHII^DBI,PnU, 

7W  Ji^'ijnl  JInH*<o\  lh'V,,mlH.-r  tO,  l^d^. 

Yours  of  the  7th  have  been  r<*ceived  in  relation  to  the  flagH  of  truce 
for  the  exehanjji^  of  prisoners  of  war. 

I'ndor  dat«  of  the  Sd,  I  apprise<l  you  that  CoUinel  Miilford,  who 
WHS  authorized  t*>  eonduet  the  exehan^e.  desired  \a\  eurrv  it  into  effect 
off  Charleston,  and  3'ou  were  directed  to  furnish  him  wilh  every 
faeility  for  tluit  purpose. 

I  pri»sunied  this  wjis  all  that  was  necessary,  becaufto- the  operation 
of  u  fla^  of  tniee  is  perfectly  nndcrstood  every  where. 

It  simply  suspemw  the  artive  military  operations  ho  far  as  may  be 
requLsito  for  the  safety  of  the  jmrties  wlio  U^ar  tlie  Ihijjs  of  truec. 

Colonel  Mulford  infonned  nie  that  (Jenenil  Foster  had  ordered  a  sns- 
penmon  of  liriri^  during,'  the  lia^""  of  truce,  and  1  stated  my  williii^nesH 
to  eoopenite  to  that  ext^^nt. 

I  NU^j^esti'd  to  Colonel  Mtdford  that  some  difGeulty  mijjht  arise  in 
this  respect  to  a  perfect  exeiutioti  of  I  he  Idoekade,  and  thiit  I  wished 
him  to  make  it  kuown  \x\  the  rohei  othcer  who  met  him  tluit  nothing 
whatever  would  be  relaxed  that  had  iteen  resorted  to  for  this  |)arixwe. 

Vessels  piissinjf  the  blockade  must  still  fie  subjected  U\  every  pro- 
ceeding that  will  stop,  capture,  or  destroy  them,  chasinn;  them,  and 
tiring  at  them  as  far  as  may  1)g  practicable  to  maintain  the  Moekade. 

I  presume  you  rend  my  letter  of  the  8d  literally,  and  limited  your- 
self to  facility,  and  llie  usual  meaning  of  a  Hag  of  truce. 

Neither  1  nor  any  officer  under  mv  command  has  a  right  to  lessen 
the  opciiition  of  the  blockade  in  the  least  degree.  It  is  the  order  of 
the  L  nited  States  Government,  and  no  inferior  authority  can  do  le«j 
than  maintain  it  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

This  you  will  cause  to  be  perfectly  understood. 

You  will  also  apprise  the  rebel  eommandiiig  officer  that  1  have  pre- 
viously made  known  to  him  my  willingness  to  i-eceive  such  tlags  of 
truce  at  Breiwh  Irdet.  and  by  that  it  was  to  be  understood  that  his  Hag 
of  truce  was  to  come  from  that  inlet  or  its  innnediate  vicinity,  an<l 
tiiat  my  flags  of  truce  would  also  approach  from  the  same  direction. 

Subsequently  (renei-al  Jones,  under  date  of  August  10.  in  a  letter 
very  unworthy  of  any  jHsrson  in  a  responsible  |Kjsilion,  signified  to 
nje  that  future  conunimications  liy  Hags  of  tnu-e  would  1h>  i*(H.*eived 
by  way  of  Port  Koyal  Ferry. 

This,  of  course,  annulled  all  iirmngements  elsewhere. 
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You  will  now  signify  this  understanding  to  the  rebel  commander  at 
Charleston,  and  say  that  J  am  willing,  as  before,  to  meet  hia  flag  of 
truce  coming  from  Breach  Inlet,  and  that  if  ho  prefers  any  other  place 
he  win  please  to  signify  it  to  nie,  and  it  will  be  considered. 

In  regard  to  the  action  of  the  commander  of  the  Mmiiauk,  you  are 
entirely  correct.  He  should  not  even  have  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  on 
the  MorU<i%ik,  but  have  brought  to  the  rebel  flag  at  a  proper  distance 
and  notified  you  of  its  presence. 

The  senior  officer  present  alone  had  the  power  to  act,  and  that  action 
would  be  limited  to  existing  instructions. 

Your  instructions  of  December  5  are  approved  and  will  be  modified 
by  the  present  instructions. 

In  general  1  wish  also  that  fia^s  of  truce  shall  be  limited  strictly  (so 
far  as  your  actions  are  concerned)  to  what  humanity  may  demand  for 
the  rebel  prisoners,  and  the  wants  and  comforts  of  the  L  nion  prison- 
ers, or  to  communications  addressed  to  myself,  unless,  indeed,  any 
surrender  is  contemplated. 

If  Captain  Stone  was  not  in  possession  of  the  Department's  order, 
or  of  the  squadron's  order,  he  would  have  found  the  Articles  of  War 
(article  3,  section  3)  very  explicit. 

Very  respectfully,,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

J.  A.  Dahijiekn, 
Rear- Admiral^  Cmndg.  Stmih  Atlantic  Blockadimj  Sqtuulrtm. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Seni'H'  Officer  off  Cliarle^Um. 


Rejxprt  of  Lieutenant- ConnnmuUr  Fifhltron^i^  U,  S.  N^avy^  regarding 
theliiilc  of  inftri^umtion  roi\rernin<j  Major- (rt'nfnd  Sherman,  U.  S, 
Ai^my. 

U.  S.  S.  Passaic, 
\yaM8aw  Soundj  Deeemher  11^  ISGJ^, 
Sib:  1  ver}*  much  fear  that  my  scout  has  been  captured  by  the 
enemy.  He  left  the  ship  last  Sunday  (4th)  with  the  intention  of  get- 
ting near  the  Thunderl>olt  battery.  Ho  expected  to  be  absent  three 
nignts,  but  up  to  to-day  he  has  not  returned.  He  may  possibly  have 
gotten  through  to  Ossabaw. 

His  name  is  Goorg:e  Anderson,  gunner's  mate,  an  excellent  and 
intelligent  man,  a  native  of  Newburyport,  and  is  by  ti-ade  a  trapper. 
I  promised  him  that,  in  the  event  of  his  capture,  you  would  do  what 
could  bo  done  to  eflfect  his  exchange. 

Of  General  Sherman  1  have  heard  nothing.  Kvcrything  has  Iwen 
very  quiet  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah  until  this  morning.  \V6  hear 
firing  which  sounds  like  volleys  of  artillery,  very  disttmt,  ami  in  the 
direction  of  Beaulieu  battery. 

We  have  had  a  verv  severe  northeaster,  which  has  washed  away 
some  of  the  buovs,  and  the  coal  vessel  Ahfty  Alien  is  ashore.  She  will 
be  gotten  off  at  high  tide. 

Voiy  respectfully,  your  ol»edicnt  servant, 

Tiios.  Scott  Fillkuuown, 
Li^mtemtut-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  /Wsent. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Athntic  Iil*>ckading  Sqnadron. 
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Report  of  Actina  2faMer  Croi^ty^  U.  S.  Nmyu^  rcfjardimj  th^  repitrtid 
whereahouts  of  Major- Genercd  Sherman^  if.  S.  Army,  and  his  com- 
mmid. 

U.  S.  S.  Harvest  Moon, 
Df^oy,  Decemher  11,  186^. 
Sir:  I  learn  from  a  contraband  taken  from  the  U.  S.  ship  Saratoga, 
escaped  yesterday,  that  Genei-al   Sherman's  men,  numbering  2,400, 
c<>nsi:^ting  of  cavalry,  were  at  Taylor's  Creek,  [Georgia],  15  miles  from 
Ogeechee  Bridge,  and  about  12  miles  from  the  Gulf  Railroad. 

Captain  Williamson,  of  the  U.  S.  Flag,  reports  that  be  has  heard 
heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  Ogeechee  all  the  morning.  Cap- 
tain Brodhead,  of  the  Saratoga,  reports  tiring  bearing  N.  W.  and  N.  W. 
by  N.  from  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Crosby, 
Acting  Master,  Comuiandlny. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  blockading  Squadron. 


iPiat rihntion  of  vctt^eU  if  the  South   Atlantic  Bl'xhfding   Squadron, 

Dec^mlhfr  12,  ISOJ^. 


VuRHcl.  Station.  Remarks. 


Murrell'fl  Inlet | 

Nipeio '  Gc-orgetowii 

1)0 CBpe  Ronmiii ' 

•Manghaiu Bull's  Bay 

Adger ■  Gharlefton oiiLxidc  thr  l>«r. 

Winona do IH). 

WmiisuttiL do Do. 

Uemphbi do 1)0. 

Flanu>eaii do Pti. 

Ai.'McU do I>ii. 

ri>Ui[ii.«kii do I'u. 

SaufnnI do Do. 

LabiiniiiiJi do Do. 

Azalea do Do. 

Patapft'o do In-^idi-  tin-  hiir. 

Muntauk do Do. 

Xahant I dt» Do. 

Lehieh ' do D. .. 

Home I do Do. 

•Bnien j do Do. 

•Aflams I do Do. 

•Onetta do Ho. 

Gladiolus do D... 

AmamnthiiiJ i do '         Do. 

("jjtalpa do Do. 

HvdrauKVH | do ;  Do. 

iris do I         Do. 

•Ward ' do i         Do. 

Catflkill I do '  UfpiiiriuK. 

McDonougli I  Stono I 

*Smiili do 

•Williams , do 

•St.  Loui.H North  E<listo 1 

•Forcv  Drayton I do Tciidur. 

Stettin I  SI.  IIultMia 

•Wildcat ' do Tender. 

•New  Haimicliire '  I'ort  Uovid 

Philadelphia | 'lo 

•Houghton j do, 

Sangamon i  Tyl»ee  Island 

Pawnee do 

Canandaiena I do 

Wlwahlckon I do 

Oleander I do 

•Racer I do 


•  Siiilin^  vessel.'^. 
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DisirihtUion  of  i^esnel*  of  the  Smith  Atlantic  Blockadhiff  Apiadrtm,  December  IS,  1S64 — 

Continual. 


Vwwel. 


•Norfolk  Packet. 

•  Para 

Paanlc 

Jonqnll 

•Lightning 

Flag 

Sonoma. 


Station. 


RcmarkH 


I^andetion I do . 


Ty bee  Island... 

do 

Wassaw  Sound  . 

do 

do 

Ossabaw 

do 


*  Femandina 
Lodona  . 
Saratoga 
•Orlfllth 

♦  Allen I  8t.Simon'8 

Ijirkspnr i do 

Sonth  Carolina ' do 

Dai  Ching I  St.  Andrew'm 


St.  Catherine's. 

Sapclo 

DoDoy 

Altamaha 


Tender. 


» Perry. 
Ottawa... 
Norwich . 
Hale 


Nantucket 

Cimarron 

Chatham 

Arethnsa 

Oeranlum 

Camelia 

Clover 

•Hwlft 

•  Brazlllera 

•Oeorge  W.  Rodgers . 

Sweet  Brier 

•Thunder 

Carnation 

•  Valparalflo 

Mingoe 

Pontlac 

Daffodil 

Peltlt 


Harvest  Moon. 

•Blunt 

•Hope 

•Sea  Foam 


Femandina ,  Not  blockaded. 

StJohn'a 

....do 

....do 

Moaquito  [Inlet] . 

Port  Royal 

do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Repairing. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


.do '  Repairing,  tender, 

do Repairing. 

do Hulk. 

Broad  River ,  Expt^ition. 


.do. 
.do. 

.do. 


Do. 
I         Do. 
Do. 
Rcllei'e  and  eommunioate. 
Special  duty. 

Do. 
SiHU'lftl  duly,  divers. 
Northern  Rtatlons  with  storeii, 
thenco  north. 


•Saiiing  VL>w«4.>l.<4. 

.loHN'  A.  Pahixiken. 

Rciir- Admiral y  Coiinhj.  South  Atlantfc  Blochi^lhuj  Squod}'on, 


[Telegram.] 

Port  Royai,  Harbor,  Dcccmht^'  /,"!?,  ISfiJ^ — 10  a.  m. 

(liet'cived  l>Gccinber  14 — 10  p.  in.) 
I  have  ju.st  rcccivod  a  communication  from  Shorman's  anny.     It  is 
a  few  miles  from  Savannah,  and  in  fine  spirits.     I  shall  bring  all  my 
available  force  into  connection  with  the  iinny. 
A  dispatch  is  forwarded  with  this. 
Very  respectfully. 


Hon.  Gideon  AVktj-ks, 

Secretavy  oftlu:  Namj. 


J.  A.  Patiloren, 

Actfmj  Riiii'-  AdmiraJ. 
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Lttirr  from.  R*'<tr'A<Immd  Dahlifrcn^  U.  S.  Na^ytj^  t*}  thr  P>'ryit?f*ftt  of 
thf^  Vntttsl  >^UUnM,  a?itMiJticint/  fhr  app/vxn^h  to  Sirran^a/i  fff  Jlajf/r' 
General  Sherman^  U.  S,  Armt/.   . 

Private.]  Flao-Steamer  Phtlapetj'hta, 

Mr  Deub  Sir:  I  have  the  great  satisfaction  of  convcyinjj  to  you 
infonnation  of  the  arrival  of  Cieneral  Shorinnn  npar  Savannah,  with 
hi«  army  in  tino  spirits. 

The  nows  wa«  liroiight  by  Captain  W.  Duncan,  Fifteenth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  and  two  scouts,  Sei^Oflnt  Myron  .1.  Knimiok  and  Private 
George  W.  Quinby. 

Thw  memorable  event  must  be  attended  by  still  more  memorable 
consequences,  and  I  roriffnitulate  ycni  most  heartily  on  its  orrurrencc. 
I  am,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

.).  A.    I)AIII,ttItKN, 

Rttiir- Admiral^  Comdtj.  Strath  Atiantu'  Blf»kaiUnif  Sqttmlnm. 

His  ExoelleucY  A.  Lincoln, 

Preminil  of  thv  United-  Si/tUv, 


Rcjittrt  of  Rmr- Admiral  Dahli/rttH^  U.  S.  Nary^  anwrnnvlmj  tlu- irpen- 
%n^  itj  tynninuntojtUm  toUh  Majm^ Ocftentl  ShtniHln^  V,  K  Army, 
nenr  Snvtinnah. 

No.  590.]  Flaci-Steamku  Piiii^nEU'iiiA, 

!Wf  Rm/d/  Ifnrhor,  iS.  (\.  !kca,d»,r  1,*,  JSfl.i. 

Siu:  It  is  rnv  liappincss  to  appri^*?  the  Department  that  iicneml 
Sherman,  with  liiHiirmy.  in  near  Savannah,  and  I  am  iucomnumiiuition 
with  him. 

In  view  of  his  probable  arrival  I  had  stationed  wevenil  steatnei-n  at 
ditft'ivnt  [Hjintf*,  and  had  como  down  from  the  TuliHnny  yesterday  in 
<tnior  t4>  )>e  iit  hand.     I  had  not  to  wait  muity  hourn. 

This  moininj;^  about  S  uVlnck  the  /A///<A//Vw.  arrived  with  C'liptain 
Duncan  and  two  scouts.  StTgreant  MyriMi  J.  Knnuick  luui  <ii'orgc  W. 
Quinby,  l>earing  the  following  lines  ^rom  Genoml  Howard: 

HSAIKtUAnTKRH    DkI'AKTMENT  UK    AltMV   i>K  TkXSI>«I6K, 

Srnr  S(iminuih  Crinal,  (intrfjUt. 

8iB;  Wf  haw  met  with  [»rlwl  sutttwi  thiiKfar.    Troops  in  Huu  spin  In  and  nearhy. 
Respwifnlly, 

O.  O.   IIoWAKI). 
Mitjvr-( imf:rtUy  Coimnantlitig. 
('oMMAXi>E»  or  V.  S.  Navai.  FoKt'Ka, 

I'trinity  of  iSfitMuwah,  Ga. 

(.'aptain  Duncan  sfcitesthat  our  forces  were  in  conlart  with  the  reb- 
els a  few  ndlcs  outride  of  Savauuah.  He  ways  thoy  are  not  in  want  of 
anvthinp. 

IVrhrtjiH  no  event  could  give  greater  satisfiiclion  to  the  r-ountry  than 
that  whiili  I  announce,  and  1  In'g  leave  to  congratu  ite  the  Tniteit 
States  (loverninetit  on  iIh  oi*curri*nee. 

It  may,  jn'riiiips.  be  exceeding  uiy  province,  but  I  '-'an  not  refrain 
from  expre^iug  the  hope  that  the  Def«irtment  will  conunend  (^'aptain 
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Duncan  und  his  companions  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for 
some  mark  of  approbation  for  the  success  in  establishing  communica- 
tions between  General  Sherman  and  the  fleet. 
It  was  an  enterprise  that  required  both  skill  and  courage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Aditiiral^  CoimUj,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm. 

Hon.  GiDEon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavt/. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commnnder  Wtl- 
liavison^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  infirm  Major-  General  Sheiinan^  U.  S.  Ariny, 
regarding  im,inediate  stepa  talcen  for  cooperation. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harhrr,  S.  C,  December  1^,  186^. 
Sir:  I  send  the  Dand^'Iion  to  Ossabaw  to  bring  me  any  information 
from  General  Sherman  which  you  may  have  received. 

In  the  event  of  receiving  any  information  from  General  Sheriimn 
during  the  absence  of  the  Danddion^  you  will  send  it  to  Wassaw,  to  Ixs 
brought  to  me  without  delay  by  the  Jonquil. 

You  will  make  known  to  the  nearest  commanding  oflicer,  for  the 
information  of  GoneraJ  Sherman,  that  the  naval  force  will  be  collected 
as  rapidly  as  possible  to  cooperate  with  him. 

The  Sangamon  (ironclad)  is  just  now  leaving  for  Tybce  and  other 
orders  have  been  issued. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Retir- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  BUpchxdin^  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  C.  Williamson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Ossahaw. 


Order  <f  Rear- Admiral  Dahhjren„  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Cmnnmnder  Balch^ 
U.  S.  Navy,  ct/mmanding  U.  S.  S.  Paio^nee. 

Fi-ag-Steamei{  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  IJarhor^  Decemhrr  12,  ISO^.. 
Siu:  You  will  proceed  witli  the  Pawnee  under  your  command  to 
Savannah  liiver,  for  duty  at  that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Ailantir  Uhndcadlng  Squadron. 

Commander  Geo.  U.  Balch, 

Contmanding  U.  S.  S.  Patimef. 

[Sonoma  ordered  to  Ossalmw;  Canandaigua,  f^/f//nd<rr,  Larl'itpur^ 
Iris,  V.  IK  William/Sy  John  Grfjith,  and  Para  ordered  to  Savannah 
River.  J 
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^^rfrttm  Hinr- Admiral  Da/ih/ren^  U.  S.  A'at^t/^  tc  Majftr-freneral 

neciion  between  thfni. 

Flao-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Tyhte  Bonds^  S.  C.^  Deceinher  13,  186^, 
Oenerai.:  Captain  Pnncan  reached  me  on  the  I2th  at  S  a.  tn. 
1  havf  two  iroiicladH  at  Wassaw,  and  a  foroe  of  guiilKjatj*  at  O^sa- 
d   Suvannah  River;  will  await  your  movements  to  ostahli-sh  a 
ictioii. 
The  best  may  W.  liy  theOgeechee;  this  is  guarded  hy  Fort  McAlliS' 
ter,  which  ha^  always  rcHitttcd  attack  by  water,  but  would  Ik-  eanily 
Pfiductfd  from  the  rear.     The  rebels  have  no  forro  of  oonsequenoe 
fiouth  of  the  McAllister. 

The  Vernon  is  guarded  b>*  Battery  Beaulieu;  the  Littto  Ogoechee 
b^'  Rosedew,  both  able  to  keep  vessels  from  jMissing  the  narrow  chan- 
iipIh,  ]iut  of  no  force  hindward. 

The  island  (DeveaiixV  NockJ  formed  by  the  Coosa whutchio  and 
Tulifiunv,  head  of  Broad  River,  is  crossed  by  the  railroad,  and  is  now 
occupied  wjiith  of  the  railroad  by  General  Foster,  whose  batteries  will 
reach  il. 

I  think  you  will  find  the  rivers  going  into  Ossai)aw  com'enient  for 
communication. 

ReiipectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahi/shrn, 
Jiear- Admiral^  Commanding  ^'outA  Aihntic  S'jtiadroti* 
(Major-General  Sherman.] 


Ord^r  of  RfiavAdmlnil  Dahlqr^^n^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Lie^Uenani-Citni' 
fiMnder  Ftllthrttu}fu  U.  S.  J^avtj^  for  a  tHf/tHmt  icatch  in  Wassato 
Sound,  in  vieir  of  amditwn  of  affairs  in  Siivounah. 

Flao-Steamkr  Harvest  Moon, 
Tyf>t^e  Rmds,  S.  C,  Decembir  13,  186J^, 

Sir;  The  desperate  state  of  rebel  affairs  in  Savannah  renders  greatx>r 
vigilance  than  before  requisite  to  guard  Wassaw. 

The  rebel  ironclads  may  thus  be  driven  to  an  attack  on  the  P(i»aai<\ 
Its  the  Ica«t  of  evils. 

Vou  have,  therefore,  every  reason  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  to  her 
uinvement^.  and  be  prepared  in  time  for  them. 

1  did  intend  to  send  tne  Siuujamon  to  act  with  you,  but  that  would 
entirely  pi*event  any  move  here,  and  I  desire  to  make  some  trial  to 
aid  the  Army. 

Keep  your  tug  well  advanced  up  the  river,  and  ]ncket  boats  ahead 
of  her. 

If  she  moves,  it  will  be  at  high  water,  and  1  think  it  woiiUl  be  better 
to  draw  her  entirely  outside  in  the  open  sea,  where  she  will  not  work 
so  well  as  the  monitor,  and  also  will  give  the  Sanyamon  a  chance  to 
get  out  and  ensure  her  capture, 

The  Nnjiitu'kel  i»n  not  *)e  ready  for  several  days,  but  will  then  be 
here, 

I»ok  out  for  signals  from  the  light-house  here;  a  trial  will  be  made 
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The  Pawnee  will  join  you  to-night,  and  romain  until  something  more 
can  be  done.    I  rely  much  on  the  Pcutsaic. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Bear-Adiniral^  Coindg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadn/n. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  Scorr  Fillebkown. 

Comrrumding  Ironclad  Passaic,  Wassaw  \^oound]. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  DaMgren^  U.  S.  Navy^  to   Captain  Scott, 
U.  o'.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  as  se7iior  qffi^)er  off  CJmrleston. 

Flag-Steamee  Hakvest  Moon, 
Tyhee  Roads,  S,  C,  December  IS,  186^, 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  order  of  the  Navy  Department,  you  will 
proceed  to  relieve  Captain  Green  in  command  of  the  Caiumdalgua. 

When  you  have  done  so,  I  desire  you  to  take  charge  of  the  force  off 
Charleston,  as  senior  officer. 

Captain  Green  will  turn  over  to  you  all  the  instructions,  general  and 
special,  relating  to  the  duty,  and  will  communicate  also  the  informa- 
tion that  will  assist  you  in  carrying  it  on. 

At  this  time  it  is  particularly  important  that  a  vigilant  eye  should 
be  kept  on  the  rebel  ironclads;  their  affairs  are  becoming  desperate 
and  they  might  be  tempted  by  the  least  prospect  of  advantage  to  risk 
an  attack. 

I  have  no  fear  whatever  of  the  result  if  they  do  so,  and  only  hope 
it  may  occur  while  I  am  present.  At  this  time  the  important  business 
of  cooperating  with  General  Sherman  requires  me  to  be  here,  but  you 
will  not  fail  to  apprise  me  instantly  of  any  unusual  move  made  by  the 
rebels. 

While  you  are  acting  as  senior  officer  it  will  be  impossible,  with 
the  reduced  force  of  the  squadron,  to  retain  the  Chnundaigtui  inside, 
or  even  at  Charleston.     You  will  therefore  tempoi-arily  take  quarters 
in  any  of  the  vessels  inside  that  you  may  prefer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ooedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 
Rear-Admfiiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott. 

Instructions  from  Rear- Admiral Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy ^  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Younp,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  f(/r  facilitating 
communication  vnth  the  army. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Tyhee  Roads,  S,  C,  December  13,  186^. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Sangamon,  to  Warsaw. 

In  order  to  facilitate  communication  with  the  army  of  General 
Sherman  and  to  prepare  necessary  information  for  a  movement  by 
water,  as  well  as  to  observe  the  enemy  and  keep  the  channel  clear,  you 
will  have  the  waters  thoroughly  scouted  every  night,  using  the  tug 
when  not  otherwise  employed. 

It  is  important  that  the  entrance  and  departure  of  vessels  at  Ossa- 
baw  shoulu  be  made  with  ease,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.     The  outer 
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buoy  should  therefoi*e  t)e  lighted,  and  a  fixed  light  ho  koptttteadily  on 
^soaie  poiut  Ojibore. 
B     A  communication  by  »<i>rnul   tiihould  he  e^tablisihed  without  delay 
^between  \Va»^ftw  and  Tvbcc  and  O.-^iibaw. 

A  tug  is  provided  at  Warsaw  for  communicating:. 

^L     Strict  attentitHi  is  to  bp  paid  to  any  niovcinonts  of  the  enemy,  pur- 

Bticularlv  of  his  inmclads;  and  you  will  always  dispatch   the  tug  to  me 

instantly  on  receiving  any  communication  from  the  arniv,  or  in  the 

^event  of  an  occurrence  that  ma^^  seem  to  be  of  huihcicnt  unixirtance. 

Very  resfjcctfullj',  your  obcdieut  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgk£N, 
Hear- Admiral^  Ccmidg.  Sfmih  Atl^mtic  Bltickadmij  Stfuadroti. 

Lieutenant-Commander  .Ionathan  Youtjo, 

QfiHuiandimj  (L  S.  S.  SanfftiuufH* 


\Ord^  of  Reftr- Admiral  J}ahlgrct%^  U*  S*  A^tivy,  to  Zieutenant-Car/i- 
maita^r  Ttyuw/f  U*  S,  Nav}/,  comi/iatidint;  U,  S.  S*  Sangammu 

Savannah  Kiver,  Dceehiha'  J.^^  ISfJJf.. 
Just  now  I  have  word  that  communication  is  open  with  fiencral 
"  Bmum  at  Ossabaw,  and  I  shall  go  there  by  way  of  the  Creek  to 
fWa«saw. 

Let  the  pilots  he  active  in  phicing  the  buoys  to  go  up  the  river  and 
kwp  a  vigilant  eye  on  the  movemenlH  of  our  troops  and  the  enemy. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

^J,  A.  Dahloren, 
Rear-  Admirals, 
Flao-Steamkr  Harvest  Moon, 
'ou  will  proceed  with  the  Sangam&n  to  Was-saw  and  report  to 
tr  officer  preseut  for  duty. 
You  will  instruct  C^ptuhi  .lo^nson  to  draw  the  chain  across  the 
Savannah  River,  and  to  still  continue  the  surveva**  far  up  a-s  possible; 
also  instruct  C4»>tain  Johnson  to  drop  down  below  the  fort. 

You  will  send  the  Pawnet^H  boats  down  through  the  creek  in  charge 
of  a  competent  officer. 
Pilot  HaSardH  will  bring  you  down. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.   DAHtX5RKN, 

Rtntr- Admiral^  C</nid(f.  Smtth  Ail^intic  Blockading  Squadi^on, 

Lieutenant-Comnjauder  Jonathan  Youkg, 

Commanding  Ironclad  Sangamon. 
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Report  of  Reur-Admirttl  DMgren^  U.  S.  JV/rvg,  ri'gardln/j  the  arrliHil  of 
Major- Gefund  Sherman^  U.  S.  Army^  and  nguinting  reinforcewt'iitit 
for  aggressive  oooperation. 

Wassaw,  Decemher  7^,  186i. 

Sir:  1  write  this  in  the  s^ame  cabin  with  General  Sherman.     Ho  came 
[rotind  here  with  Genenil  Foster  to  meet  mo. 
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I  was  engaged  in  buoying  Savannah  River  to  push  up  an  ironclad  to 
assist  in  attacking  Savannah  bv  water,  and  left  this  morning  to  visit 
this  place,  where  1  have  the  Passaic  and  Pawnee;  then  to  Ossabaw, 
where  are  the  J^h/^  and  Sonmna,  in  the  hope  of  communicating  with 
General  Sherman.  Meanwhile  he  had  just  walked  over  the  Fort 
McAllister  that  guards  the  Ogeechee  and  descended  to  the  J*lag. 
General  Foster  came  in  afterwards  and  brought  him  here. 

The  mail  steamer  starts  soon  and  General  Foster  does  me  the  favor 
to  take  this  with  him  to  Hilton  Head. 

1  have  no  time  to  say  more  than  the  above,  as  General  Sherman  pro- 
poses to  consult  immediately  on  measures. 

May  I  entreat  the  Department  to  reinforce  me  so  aa  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  Department,  some  more  ironclads  for  Charleston,  some 
more  double-enders  for  the  rivers. 

I  can  not  express  to  the  Department  my  happiness  in  witnessing  and 
assisting  in  the  glorious  movement,  so  acceptable  to  our  great  countrj'. 

My  only  wish  now  is  to  do  my  part. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Reai'-Adwiral,,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadran. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai'y  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  JVavt/,  to  Lieutenant-  Comnuinder  Danu, 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  delivery  of  a  letter  hyflag  of  trace  to  the  mili- 
tary authorities  in  Charleston. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 
Off  Morris  Islawl^  South  Carolina^  Decemher  7.^,  186J^, 
Sib:  Please  have  the  accompanying  letter  delivered  by  a  flag  of 
truce  off  Breach  Inlet. 

Give  directions  for  the  flag-of-truce  boat  to  approach  the  inlet  no 
neai-er  than  1^  or  2  miles,  there  to  anchor  and  await  the  arrival  of  a 
rebel  flag-of-truce  l>oat. 

The  vessel  from  which  the  boat  is  sent,  as  well  as  the  boat,  should 
show  a  flag  of  truce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Green, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  H.  Dana, 

Comdy.  U.  S.  S.  Winona^  S^mior  Offi-er  Offshore  Blockade, 

[Enclomirt'-l 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 
Off  Charleston.  S.  C.  Deceviher  U,  1864, 

Sir:  1  am  instructed  by  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  commanding 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  inform  you  that  he  has  pre- 
viouslv  made  known  his  willingness  to  receive  flags  of  truce  off 
Breach  Inlet,  and  hy  that  it  was  understood  that  your  flags  of  truce 
were  to  come  from  that  inlet  or  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  that  his 
fl£^  of  truce  would  also  approach  in  the  same  direction. 

iSubsequently,  General  Jones,  under  date  of  August  10,  last,  signi- 
fied to  tne  admiral  that  further  communications  by  flags  of  truce 
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wSufa  he  received  by  way  of  Port  Royal  Feny,  which  annulled  all 
I  Jimingrnirnts  Hsewhon*, 

I  K«^r-Adininil  l>]ihl»rron  is  w!llill^^  Hi^  hemtoforo.  to  nioet  your 
ajrs  of  Iniro  cDuiiiiiT  fioiii  Brwu'b  Inlet,  liut  if  you  prefer  any  other 
place,  aod  will  communicate  your  prcfereuce  to  him.  it  will  t»e  duly 
consider***!. 

Ven*  rt«pe<-tfully,  youi*  obedient  seri'ant, 

.1.  F.  Green, 
CapUiln^  U.  S.  jVitfft/,  artd  Setitor  OJirt-r  off  CfuirUfUm,    • 


Major-Gcncml  R.  Ranbom, 

CotnJfiauduii/  Military  D/afrt'cf.  VhnvhHt'm^  S.   C 


Report  of  A*'tht(f  En^^f/n  Walton,,  U.  S.  Nary,  of  th^  77,  S.  S.  Dm 
CAi'n*f^  re^ardm/f  boat  rxjiedition   t'u   Bi<j  SatUla  River^  JJecemher 

U.  S.  S.  Dai  Chin*;, 
*S?.  Aridr*rw*s  /Stmnd^  Gfortjitt^  Dti'T;tHh'V  ^i?,  iSGJ^. 

Sut:  I  huvi'  the  honor  to  reiiort  that,  in  olMulieMire  to  your  onlnr  of 
the  15th  ultimo,  I  left  thi^s  nhip,  with  three  of  the  .ship\s  ))oat'4  and  two 
boats  from  the  I'.  S.  hark  Ktlum  ANen,  in  eliarjje  of  Acting  Ensiji^n 
Bunting,  and  pr(K*eeded  up  the  Big  Satilla  River,  arrivinjf  at  Crow 
Harlwr  at  3  a.  ni.  next  day. 

The  nun  bcinj,'  f:iti<,'ue<i.  and  tim  ti<le  not  answerintr^  we  disem- 
b«rke<l  and  nxiked  rations*  after  wbieh.  the  tide  having  turned,  and 
the  boaCs  erews  .suflieiently  rested,  we  again  embarked  and  t^UhhX  up 
the  river,  arriving,' at  thcSatilla  Mills  at  10  a.  ni.,  lande<l  without  oj)po3i- 
tion.  and  marched  up  and  surroimilod  the  mills  antl  Mrs.  Penruman's 
houfc.  From  Mi"b.  Pcimiman  I  obtained  a  majt  uf  the  river,  and  also 
infomnition  to  the  etTe<t  that  the  enemy  *s  pickets  were  not,  as  usual, 
Htationril  at  that  place,  but  that  three  picket.s  were  kept  posted  at  Yel- 
low Bluff,  ft  mik'M  farther  up  the  river.  Forty  rifle  pita  were  counted 
on  the  bluff  by  the  mills.  After  making  a  thorougn  examination  of 
the  adjoining  buildings  and  gnmnds,  wi»  proceeded  toward  thw  boat.s, 
when  ont*  of  the  Ethan  AlU'n\  men  was  uccident^dly  shot  tlirough  the 
fleshy  part  of  the  right  shoulder  by  one  of  our  crew. 

The  wound  did  not  npiK-ar  to  be  verj'  serious:  however,  1  inmiedi- 
ately  dispatched  the  tirst  cutter  iind  had  the  wounded  ninn  conveyed 
to  tne  ship  for  surgical  trentniciit.  The  rcnuiinder  of  the  fx>ats  were 
hcadwl  <lownstream.  whm  we  landed  at  Cow  ICrowJ  llarbt^r  to  wait  for 
the  flood  tide  and  to  cook  rations,  after  which  we  again  embarked  and 
*itood  up  VN'hite  Oak  CVeek,  pa^wed  Red  Bluff  without  ititerruptiou, 
and  landed  at  a  sup|x>Hed  picket  station  (12  miles  fr<im  the  entrance  of 
the  creek),  l^-aving  Actmg  Bjisign  Hunting  in  charge  of  the  \yo&XA 
and  howitzer,  we  marched  4  miles  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Morrison,  but 
found  no  picket  there.  After  examining  the  premises  we  returned  to 
the  boftt^.  bringing  two  able-bodied  contrabands  away  with  us.  and 
stood  down  the  river,  arriving  at  the  sliip  at  1.30  p.  ni.,  17th  ultimo. 

Hoping  this  rough  report  may  be  satLsLactory, 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yoxxr  obedient  senant, 

Waltek  Walton, 
Acting  Enftign^  U,  S.  Natyy. 

^utenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

C'omwtt/iti/toj  U.  S.  >S'.  iJai  Ching^  St.  Andrew's  Sounds  Oa. 
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Carmnendatory  lettei*  from  Rear-Aditiiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S,  Na/vy^  to 
Lteutei\ai\t-  Commander  Chaplin,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  S. 
Dai  Cklng^  regarding  boat  expedition.  Decemoer  16-17^  186^. 

Flag-Steameh  Philadelphia, 
Savanimh  River,  January  i?,  1865. 
Sir:  1  have  received  the  report  of  an  expedition  from  your  vessel 
up  the  Big  Satilla  River  on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  am  always  gratified  at 
such  instances  of  activity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Bear- Admiral,  Comdy.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron-. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dai  CMng^  St,  Andrew's  Sattnd^  On. 


Memorandum  of  instructions  from.  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,,  U.  S. 
Nai^y^  to  Captain  Scott,  U,  S.  JVavy,  regarding  operations  in  Vernon 
River. 

Vernon  River,  [Georgia],  December  17^  186^. 

1.  The  firing  from  the  Sonoma  will  be  continued  at  Beaulieu,  the 
distance  regulated  by  your  judgment. 

2.  The  Orijfith  will  assist  wini  her  mortar,  firing  very  deliberately, 
bursting  two  shells  overhead  and  lodjring  the  third,  to  burst  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  iwr  day,  and  intervals  of  hfteen  minutes. 

3.  Land  one,  two.  or  moi*e  rifled  howitzera  on  Green  Island,  nearest 
to  Beaulieu,  and  fire  at  high  elevation.  They  will  range  3,o00  to  4,000 
yards. 

4.  Have  the  shoal  marked  where  the  Harvest  Moon  touched,  and 
any  other  marks  that  may  l>e  convenient  for  pushing  a  monitor  up 
towani  lieaulieu. 

,%.  The  river  should  l>e  i*arefully  scouted  well  up  and  into  Bumside 
[Kiverl.     If  jx^ssible.  picket  l>oats  all  night. 
Very  respectfully. 

J.  A.  Dahlgrex, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 


Or\hr  of  Rt\ir-Admli\d  Dahl^jr^tt  ,f'.  S.  Xa*'y.  to  Commander  Rev- 
;>?•/</..<.  (\  S.  \trrij,  i></«/.«i/»(^\f»;  tit  JWf  R"y»d.  S.  C  ngarding  the 
fi'r^r^^inif  >c  tf  fV-vv/,v. 

Flag-Steamkr  Harvest  Moon, 

Sir:  The  Pittlt  is  sent  to  you  for  soniiv  at  Port  Boyal. 
Thi^  iri'»ci"al  onlor  to  s<^nd  all  vo?vcl>  heiv  as  soon  as  repairs  are 
oiMuplctOvi  is  HnnulU\l.  and  you  will  ouly  send  tht^^e  specially  ordered. 
\\  hon  .1  vonm^I  with  mortar  ammunition  i<  ready  in  every  respect 
you  msy  ?HM>d  hor  to  cVsaKhw  in  tow. 

You  will  o)vn  ^\v.r.nn;i.i»'atio'.is  avivln^s>t\i  to  me.  marked  "Reqniai- 
lions."  astvi  sup^^lx  rxv.;:irt'nior.t>  a.wnv.u*;  to  your  iudgment. 
Yor\  Tv*^vvtfr.A\.  vo;:r  -^^xsiioiU  s*^rv.sr.t. 

.1.  A.  Pahlgren, 


SOUTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  135 

Report-  of  Commanflrr  Thompumi^  U.  S.  Nary^  aetiufr  oM<:tr  m  Stono 
/71/c/,  regarding  V^mjciientie  optTatitfTut  in  fftat  i^tcmUy. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDoNouon, 

Stono  fuJef,  Smith  Cttrh'na,  Dtxtrrohcr  W,  JSGJ^, 
Sib:  Somo  of  the  new  workn  which  tho  onomy  ar«  erecting  on  John's 
Island  hftvt'  iM'on  and  an*  lieing  discovered,  and  1  send  you  hei*ewith 
a  sketch  of  their  position,  so  far  lu  it  is  known.  These  works  appear 
to  be  very  foriniaahle,  and  have,  no  donbt,  heavy  ^udh,  as  large  work- 
ing gangij  with  (eanis  of  twenty-four  horses,  huve  been  seen  moving 
oranance  over  the  bridge  which  connects  James  with  »Iobn's  Island. 

Both  side;*  of  the  Stono  above  the  piles  are  strongly  picketed  npar 
the  water.  Acting  MasU^r  Meyers,  of  this  vessel,  who  passed  up  the 
river  recently  under  rover  of  night  lus  far  as  Grinibairs  house,  heaixl 
the  pickets  conversing  unintelligibly  to  him.  Owing  to  the  darkness 
nothing  could  be  discovered  as  to  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  who 

»>)uild  no  6resat  their  picket  ]X)st*t  at  night  and  withdraw  their  picketa 
from  ol>servation  by  day.  It  is  said  Uiat  the  approaches  inland  on 
John's  Island  are  guarded  Hy  trained  bloodhounds. 

Ou  the  Kiawah  side  of  John's  Island  a  house  not  far  distant  from 

»our  anchorage  in  which  lights  had  l>een  seen,  indicating  ita  occupancv 
by  the  enemy's  pickets  at  night,  was  burned  alK>ut  the  first  of  this 
month  by  Acting  Master  Alevers.  accompanied  by  Acting  Ensign 
Dexter,  of  the  Stct'^t  Brurr.  On  a  second  reconnoissance  in  the  same 
direction  Mr.  Meyers  discovered  a  nunil>er  of  the  enemy  partially 
Dcealed  in  the  grass,  whose  design  was  evidently  his  capture. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

K.  Thompson, 
Oytnm^nder  and  Seni<>r  Officer  PrfJterU. 

T- Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgrex, 
Ofutdtj.  'Sf'ttfh  AtJ<iHti<:  Blork.  Sifuadron^  Port  lioyal,  S.  C, 
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Rt'jvtrt  of  Rt'aV'Adnitrfd  DahtifrtUy  U.  S.  JViiru^  tiHiuKftiittiug  report 
regarding  t\r2tf:d  it  ion  in  A/ffima/ut  River,  (re/trgat^  December  ^0^  186 J^ 

FlaO-StBAMER  PniLADKLPRIA, 

Sai^atDwh  River^  Jan\uiry^^  18G6. 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  the  information  of  thn  Department  the  report  of 
Acting  Master  I.  A.  Pennell,  commanding  the  £!than  Allen, 

The  general  efficiency  of  Acting  Master  Pennell,  and  his  activity,  as 
excniplitifid,  induce  me  to  ivcommend  him  to  the  notice  of  the  Navy 
Department  for  promotion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.' A.  Dahlorkv. 
Rear- Admiral^  Comd^.  South  Atlantic  Rloekading  tS'fjundrfm* 

Hon.  (ilDEOX  WEIXFa, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[EnclonuK.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

St.  Siwonn  Swtnd^  OtOrgift,  December  5?^,  J80^ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
Having  leamrd  from  a  contniband  that,  there  was  a  picket  station  at 
Triwp's  i)lantAtion,  20  miles  up  the  Altamaha  Uiver,  I  fitu?d  out  an 
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expedition  and  left  the  ship  at  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  instant, 
with  launch  and  howitzer  and  other  boats,  with  3  officers  and  40  men. 
Arriving  at  the  plantation  at  2  a.  m.,  8ent  my  guide  for  an  old  negro, 
who,  I  had  been  informed,  could  lead  me  to  the  camp.  He  soon  came 
down  to  the  boats,  and  informed  nie  that  they  were  encamped  at  a 
house  about  2  miles  inland,  and  offered  to  lead  me  to  them,  which  duty 
he  performed  faithfully.  We  arrived  at  the  house  about  3  a.  m.,  and 
surrounded  it,  captured  7  of  the  picket  men  with  7  horses,  and  their 
arms,  consisting  of  5  rifled  and  1  old  flintlock  musket;  a  corporal 
and  one  man  that  was  on  guard  escaped.  I  also  captured  a  Mr.  Saw- 
yer, at  one  time  first  lieutenant  of  the  company,  but  said  he  had 
resigned.  Finding  an  old  scow  at  the  head  of  the  canal,  I  concluded 
to  wait  for  high  water  to  float  it  out  and  bring  off  the  hoi-ses,  which  I 
succeeded  in  aoing.  While  waiting,  the  whole  force  of  the  county, 
with  Captain  Hunter's  company  of  cavalrv,  about  60  men,  came  down 
on  us  and  attempted  to  drive  us  off;  we  had  some  sharp  skirmishing 
with  them  for  four  hours.  Soon  as  the  tide  flowed  enough  to  float  the 
launch  within  range,  1  threw  shell  and  gi'^pe  into  the  houses  in  which 
they  were  secreted,  causing  them  to  fall  oack  to  the  woods,  out  of 
range.  At  high  water  1  succeeded  in  floating  the  scow  out  of  the  canal 
and  embarked  with  the  prisoners  and  horses,  also  7  contrabands;  one 
of  them,  the  old  negro  who  piloted  me  to  the  camp,  and  returned  on 
board  at  1  a.  m.,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant.  The  prisoners  I 
will  forward  to  vou  by  the  first  opportunity.  As  regards  the  horses, 
I  await  your  orders.  1  regret  to  state  that  one  of  my  men  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  foot  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  one  of  the  captured 
muskets  while  passing  it  into  the  boats. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  A.  Pennell, 
Acthifj  Master^  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Dahl^ren^  ZL  S.  Nam^  to 
Acting  MaMer  Pennell.,  U.  S.  Navy.,  commanding  U.  S.  hirh  Mhan 
Allen,  for  expeditimx  in  Altamaha  River.,  December  20,  18GJ^. 

Flag-Steameb  Philadelphia, 
Savannah  Bvver.,  South  Carolina.,  January  2.,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  report  of  an  expedition  by  you  on  the  20th 
ultimo. 

The  proceeding  is  highly  creditable  to  you  and  the  officers  and  men 
concerned. 

I  have  therefore  written  favorably  of  you  to  the  Navy  Department. 
You  will  read  this  on  your  quarter-deck  to  all  hands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiloren, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comidg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqnadn/n. 

Acting  Master  1.  A.  Pennell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Alleji. 
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Ahatract  log  of  the   U,  S.  S,   Wtntnia^  Lt^'ufeminf-Cfmiiiiander  Dana^ 
U.  S,  J\i(tvy^  c*trnrnandtny, 

Dft^mherWy  iiStf^.^Oasabaw  Sound.  Commences  *o  4  n.  u).  Ship 
at  anchor  in  Venion  River.  Set-oiid  and  tbii*d  cuttei*8  uway  on  picket 
duty.  At  12:30  a.  ni.  ship  swunj,'  to  i-M)  tide.  At  daylight  picket 
boats  returned.  At  0;3i»  a.  rn.  Hajjship  went  to  sea  and  ^^tocwi  to  the 
N.  E.  From  8  to  meridian:  Pmimttv^xnK^  in  andancliored  near  the  Fhff, 
At  11:10  a.  ni.  Iwitteries  opened  on  the  Sonfmoi\  firo  wa.s  returned. 
At  1:30  p.  m.  ji^ot  underway  and  proceeded  up  thp.  river.  At  3:30 
c'amo  to  anchor  and  moored  ship  head  and  stern  in  Vernon  River,  near 
the  .S^wonut^  alx)ut  '2i  miles  from  Fort  Beaulieu.  Captain  went  on 
tward  the  Stunnnii  and  returned,  ('ommenced  tiring  upon  Fort  Beau- 
lieu  with  30-pounder  Parrott  ritle.  At  5  ».  ni.  ceased  tirin";,  having 
fired  3  rounds.     From  tJ  to  S  p.  ra.  went  picket  boat  out  ahead. 

UtCi'inher  21. — At  8:30  a.  m.  got  umlerwav,  dropping  up  with  the 
flo(j<1  tide.  Commenced  shelling  the  fnrt  wltli  rifle  XI-in<h  pivot  and 
latterly  with  howitjsers.  Expended  11  XT-inch  shell,  lil  Ho-poimder 
Parrott  percu.-wion^  t>  howitzer  shellH.  At  10  a.  m.  called  away  all 
boat>4,  manned  and  armed  them  for  assaulting.  At  10:05  yaw  the 
American  Hn.-^iwri  flying  on  Fort  Beaulieu.  Ships  cheered;  captain  left 
ID  til*' gig  and  procpe<led  up  to  the  fiut.  GnnlKait  Oti'tiiutim  went 
inside  the  obstructions  and  anchored  near  the  fortd.  At  10:30  wc 
anchored  near  the  fort.-*:  the  Gcrauium  went  up  the  river  and  shelled 
the  woods.  At  11:30  .saw  the  Auiericuu  ensign  flying  on  Battery 
Roscdew.  Atl:i:15p.  ni.  the  Sonoma  got  undt^rway  and  proceeded 
Up  the  river  a  short  dii^tan'.'e  and  anchored  neai'  the  oli^tnn^tion.s  near 
the  forts.  Sonoma  made  signals  to  us,  Inrnt  code;  we  replied.  The 
(rtTfiniuin  procewled  up  the  creek  unci  conuiuniicatcd  with  Hug  of 
tni<e.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.  admiral's  flag  was  seen  on  UKjrtar  schooner. 
Scbrxmer  made  signals  to  us.  boat  cotle;  we  rcjx'ated  them  to  the 
Suruomi.  fit'ranium  passed  with  the  admiral  on  board,  with  orders  to 
get  ready  for  sea.     At  8  p.  m.  proceeded  down  the  river. 


Ltftt^r  ft*f»ri>  Major- Getieral-  Hoitard^  U,  8.  Army^  to  Rear- Admiral- 
FMhi^fren^U,  S»  Navy^  announc-int/  the inpture of  Sawinna/i,Oa. 

TIdqrs.  Military  DmsroN  of  thk  Mi8Sis.<iipHi, 

In  the  FIM^  Siimnnah^  Ga.^  D^etmhev  ^1,  JSG/f. 

8ie:  Savannah  is  ours,  with  upward  of  sixty  bea>'\*  guns  an<l  a  large 
mmotitv  of   public  propertv,  t^rs,  cotton,  etc.     fn  the  absence  of 
(ieneral  Sherman.  Genei*al  toward  requests  you  to  clear  away  the 
tor]Krdoes  and  other  obstructions  in  the  Savannah  River  channel* 
I  am,  Hir,  with  respect, 

Ii.  M.  Dayton, 

Aid'<le-  Camj}. 
Admiral  Dahiairrn, 

Comma/uiin^  Sout/t  Atl^intic  Squadron, 
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Captures  of  Federal  hoat^  creios^  December  S^  and  31,  186^ 
BepoTt  of  Bear-Admiral  DaUgren,  XT.  B.  Havy,  truunUttiiig  reporta. 

No.  18.]  Flao-Steaher  Philadelfiiia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor^  Jamiary  5, 1865. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  two  mishaps,  in  a 
small  waj*,  that  have  occurred  recentlj'. 

One  is  the  absence,  and  probable  capture,  of  two  of  the  picket 
launches  off  Charleston. 

On  the  night  of  the  .30th  December  they  occupied  their  custom- 
ary post  in  advance  of  the  picket  monitor  and  tugs.  Toward  morning 
the  wind  increased  to  a  gale  from  the  southward,  with  considerable 
sea.  Before  daylight  the  other  boats  pulled  or  were  towed  in,  but 
the  launches  were  missing,  and  were  supposed  to  be  last  seen  inside  of 
Sumter. 

Nothing  has  been  heard  of  them  since,  and  there  is  hardly  a  doubt 
that  they  have  been  captured  by  the  rebels. 

The  other  event  alluded  to  is  just  reported  to  me. 

Two  boats  left  the  Dai  Ching  on  the  21st  December  (under  order 
No.  97,*  copy  enclosed);  three  refugees  acted  as  guides. 

According  to  their  accounts,  in  approaching  a  certain  point  where  a 
rebel  force  was  suspecte<l,  two  of  them  landed  to  reconnoiter,  advising 
the  officer  of  the  boats  not  to  go  farther  until  they  had  examined. 

They  did  to,  descried  a  rebel  force,  and  returned  to  give  intelligence. 

Meanwhile  the  officer  in  the  boats  continued  to  go  ahead,  and  was 
quickly  under  tire. 

The  refugee  who  remained  in  the  boat  states  that  the  boats  were 
surrendered  without  resistance,  and  that  when  only  two  or  three  of 
our  men  had  been  wounded. 

It  is  imix)ssible,  of  course,  to  arrive  at  a  correct  decision  without 
hearing  from  our  own  men,  and  this  will  not  be  pi*acticable  for  some 
time. 

If  the  accounts  of  the  refugees  are  correct,  the  conduct  of  the  officer 
has  been  very  censurable. 

I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rtrar- AdiiuriiJ ^Onndif.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqttadron. 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ofth*^  Navy. 

[Captured  December  31,  1804:  In  'WabanJCs  launch,  Acting  Master's 
Mate  A.  F.  Rich  and  4  men  of  the  Mary  Sanford^  5  of  the  Nimic^  and 
3  of  the  Flamheay,'  in  Patmees  launch.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Fitz- 
gerald and  5  men  of  the  Pontiac^  5  of  the  Sonmnaj  2  of  the  John 
Adarns^  and  1  of  the  Wajnmdia, 

Captured  December  22,  1864:  Acting  Ensign  Gus.  A.  Steins,  2 
boats  and  crews  of  12  men  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  China,  A  letter  on 
file  in  the  Navy  Department  contains  a  statement  that  this  capture  was 
made  near  Ked  Bluff,  S.  C,  by  a  party  of  25,  under  Captain  Nathan 
Brown,  Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry,  after  a  stout  resistance  bj^  Steins,  in 
which  he  was  severely  wounded.     Union  casualties  9,  Confederate  1. — 

COMriLERS.  ] 

•See  order  dated  November  22,  1804. 
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U.  S.  Shii'  John  Adams, 

Sxn:  Ino>>e<lience  to  yourorclcr.  I  i-espectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

On  tho  morninjtf  of  tb<^  Hist  DocoiiiImt,  1s«H,  the  pirkpt  Itoata  wprr« 
rertillod  at  4:3(>  a.  ni.,  onrlior  than  ustmK  on  account  of  the  sti"ong 
flood  tide  and  wind  from  S.  S.  W.,  M'hich  was  Htcadih'  inrreasJDe. 
The  tug  ffhtdio/uM  was  directed  Ijy  the  commanding  officer  of  tne 
ad^-anco  picket  monitor  Xahant  to  go  and  ivswist  tho  boats,  which  he, 
did.  and  succeeded  in  getting  fast  to  six  of  them;  two  were  missiuif, 
and  not  to  be  seen.  I  requested  Acting  Ensign  Houghton,  of  the  tug. 
to  tow  the  boats  to  the  monitor,  and  then  we  returned  and  stood  aw 
fur  un  the  cliannel  as  was  thought  a<lvisjilil('  \\\  Captain  Bniighton  and 
mys«elf.  Sww  the  boats  near  Fort  Sumter,  too  far  otf  to  render  them 
any  a^wistance,  and  rapidly  drifting  up  the  harbor.  We  then  returned 
to  the  moiiit<jr:  the  (rhtdiolit^t  tt>ok  tlio  remaining  boat.s  in  tow,  and 
stood  down  to  the  fleet.  Great  credit  is  due  t(>  Attiiig  Kiisign  Hoimh- 
'^on.  commandinj^  Oicnf/nhtft^  for  the  skill  tmd  energy  he  displaveu  in 
Mving  the  remaming  Iwats.  which,  but  for  his  asbistance,  woul^  havo 
iaevitably  been  lo^t.  En^'losed  i.s  a  list  of  officers,  men,  arm.s,  and 
equipments  of  missing  Inrnts. 

Very  refipectfiilly,  your  obedient  Her\'ant. 

CiURLEs  C.  Kicker, 
Acting  Master,  U.  S,  Navtf^  in  Chargt-  of  I'ivhf  Bf>ats, 

Captain  J.  F.  Grken. 


AddiUmiAl  report  of  Bear-Admiral  Dabl^en,  r.  S:  Hary,  traaimitting  report. 

No.  48.]  Fi-AG- Steamer  Harvest  Moox, 

Port  Royal  !hrhin\  January  29.  J>SG6. 
Sik:  1  enclose  a  report  just  received  from  Acting  Masters  Mate 
A.  F.  Kich^  which  verifies  the  previous  conjecture  of  the  capture  of 
the  launch  commanded  by  him.  It  is  necessarily  restricU'd  in  its 
terms,  but  I  infer  from  the  nhru.so  that  "A  portion  of  its  eipiipments 
were  captured"  that  he  baa  the  judgment  to  throw  oveHx>ard  the 
howitzers  and  other  articles  which  it  was  important  should  not  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  refM^ls. 

How  far  Ai'ting  Manter's  Mate  Rich  may  have  acquittc<l  himself 
properly.  I  f-an  not  sav;  but  he  has  done  good  service  >>efore  in  scout- 
ins?  duty,  and  there  is  no  rea'ioii.  therefore,  to  l>elieve  that  lie  has 
falbm  short  in  this  instance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  yourobedientservant, 

J,  A.   Dauu4hen, 
SuCBt  Aflmirai^  Comd^.  SouHt  AtlnntU-  filockadiny  Sfjuadmn, 

Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Encloimrr.] 

Charleston,  January  11^  1865. 
Sir:  1  have  the  painful  duty  to  inform  you  that  myself,  crew^  boat, 
and  a  portion  of  its  ecjuipments  were  captured  ujwn  the  evenuig  of 
the  3ist  of  December  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 
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I  made  every  attempt  that  lay  in  my  power  to  work  the  boat  off 
shore;  but  all  of  my  efforts  proved  unsuccessful. 
My  crew  were  sent  to  Florence  upon  the  4th  of  Januarj-. 
Although  a  prisoner,  1  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been 
very  kinoly  treated  and  received  eyery  attention  from  the  hands  of 
my  captors  that  a  prisoner  could  possibly  expect. 

1  hope  that  1  soon  may  have  an  opiX)rtunity  of  giving  you  a  more 
definite  statement  of  the  affair. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

A.  F.^RiCH, 
Acting  Maker's  MaU^  U.  S^  Navy, 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Ooinmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SqtKidron, 


Repf/H  of  Comniaiuler  Reynoldn^  V,  S.  Na\yy^  cfmimanding  at  Port 
Royal ^  fonmrding  mails  and  sending  congratulations  on  tlwfall  of 
Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire, 
Port  Royal,  Decemher  SiS,  186^, 
Sir:  I  have  just  learned  that  you  are  at  Pulaski  (from  General  Foster) 
and  send  the  Pettit  with  your  mails  received  per  steamer  Cassandra. 

Geneml  Foster  desired  another  gunboat  up  Broad  River.  There  is 
none  here  to  send,  and  I  should  think  the  two  double-enders  are  enough. 
I  sent  the  Arethma  to  Charleston  last  night  on  receiving  the  fleet 
captain's  letter  (or  copy  of  it)  to  General  Foster  about  Tattnall's  inten- 
tion to  run  out  with  the  *SVrw//j/i///i  with  the  news  to  Captain  Scott. 
She  has  not  yet  returned. 

1  have  on Iv  the  (.■Juitkant  xiovf.     Will  you  let  the /VW//!  return?     I 
have  not  had.  any  repairs  made  to  her  as  yet. 

Now  for  Charleston.     Should  you  meet  the  general,  will  you  add 
my  congnitulatioiis  on  the  fall  of  Savannah. 
llespectfuUy,  your  olwdient  servant, 

"VVm,  Reynolds 
C'ommaruler^  Comvfanding  Naval  Depot. 

Rt^ar-Admiml  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Vfunnuinding  South  Atlantic  BMckading  Sf/uadron. 


Rep(rrt  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgnm.,    ZL    S.   Navy^  rt:garding  eve7its 
ionnediately  2>r<.ceding  the  ot-cuj/ation  of  Savannah  hy  the  Union 

forces. 

No.  5y7.J  Flag-Steamer  Pawnee, 

Near  Savannah,  Oa.,  ]Jece)nher'23,  JS64- 
Sir:  The  departure  of  a  mail  steamer  enables  nic  to  convey  to  the 
Department  the  latest  infoi'mation  to  date.  Where  the  narmtive  of 
events  ended  with  my  last  dispatch  I  am  unable  to  say.  The  necessity 
of  moving  rapidly  and  the  want  of  a  suitable  flagship  compels  me  to 
shift  from  one  vessel  to  another,  and  leave  clerks,  documents,  and 
records  behind.  Until  1  knew  exactly  where  General  Sherman  would 
prefer  to  establish  communications  with  me  and  connect  his  o^x^rations 
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r  hud  to  he  pii'iHircd  at  tht*  different  p<)ints  btHwoei^  which  n  I'hoiro 
laid.  The  forrc  1  could  collect  wau  therefore  distributed  at  Savtiiimih 
River,  Wiw-suw,  Ossalmw,  St.  Ctttherioe's,  and  eveu  a.**  low  as  Hrunn- 
wick. 

On  meeting  General  Sherman  I  drew  in  my  force  on  tlie  tirst  throe 
place-*,  pIjM'inijr  two  iiiinclads  at  Wassaw,  to  iniiure  the  detention  of 
thi'  rohd  irnnchwls,  and  onr  in  thi-  Savannah  River  in  order  to  move 
upneartho  obstnictions  and  nnsist  directly  in  the  movement  of  the 
army  on  the  city  of  Sivannah,  some  gunboats  beinj^  left  in  the  0;*fsabaw 
for  the  oommuniciitions. 

On  the  13th  (ienri-al  Sherman  advanced  with  hi:*  army  toward  tiic 
city,  enveloped  it  and  all  it.s  outworks  wiuth  of  the  river,  and,  in 
seeking  tooonnectwith  my  force,  fell  in  with  Fort  McAllister,  located 
on  the  jsoiith  bank  of  the  O^eechoe;  promptly  a  division  was  moved 
to  thf  assault  and  carried  it.  This  enalded  ricncnil  Sherman  to  i^m- 
monicatp  with  me  in  person,  and  a  direct  atbick  wan  contemplated  on 
Beaulicu,  dofendinji;  the  Vernon  and  liufn.tide  rivers,  by  wliicli  a 
better  conimuni<^'ation  wouki  I»e  <'8tabli.shed  and  a  nearer  approach 
made  to  the  city.  (leiuMid  Howard  made  a  ix'rsonal  reconnoi-SNance 
with  Fleet  Captain  Bmdford  to  decide  on  the  diivction  a  colunin 
should  lake  to  the  rear,  whil-^t  my  forces  moved  on  the  front.  To  this 
end  I  brought  rouitd  the  ironclad  from  Savannah  Kiver,  which,  with 
the  Pfnrntt'^  Son/mia,  Winona^  and  three  mortar  schooners,  were  ail 
that  I  could  draw  off  from  other  places  for  the  purpofse. 

On  the  18th  General  Shennan  came  on  bijard  the  llagship,  having 
fully  invested  Savannah  on  the  land  side,  while  the  navy  held  every 
avenue  by  water.  (leneral  Sheniian  sent  a  .•summons  to  surrender, 
which  was  declined  by  General  Hardee,  on  the  ^^round  that  he  held 
his  two  lines  of  defensti  and  was  in  counnunication  with  his  superior 
authority.  General  Sh(?rman  therefore  ]Mepured  to  attack.  His  army 
was  fri-adiially  drawing  i-loser  on  Savannah  Kiver,  and  in  4)rder  to  cut- 
off the  esi-ape  of  the  rebel  forces  he  comluded  it  would  be  l)etter  to 
Hi^nd  a  division  to  reinforc*^  the  troops  of  Geneml  Foster  up  Broad 
Kiver.  and  make  a  serious  attack  there  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad, 
whilst  that  on  Henulieu  would  Iw  limited  to  the  naval  commander, 
which  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  had  been  lietnm  and  continued  with 
delil>eration  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Si'olt  m  the  Sfnutimi^  assisted 
for  a  day  or  so  by  the  mortar  of  the  frrlffith^  Actin«;  Master  Ogilvie, 
To  in-"^ure  the  exact  concurrence  of  the  sevenil  forts,  the  general 
went  with  me  to  Hilton  Head  in  my  steamer  and  General  Foster  way 
(IDade  fully  actjuainli-d  with  the  design.  Late  on  Monday  I  jjut  to 
'•ea,  but  to  avoid  detention  from  the  increasing  gale  the  pilot  preferred 
to  follow  th)^  interior  nassage,  and.  when  nearOssalmw,  uiv  steimier 
groonded.  We  startea  in  the  barge  to  pull  and  were  nearly  in  the 
waters  of  Ossalww  when  a  tug  eame  along  with  the  following  telegram 
for  General  Sherman: 

FitiiM  Station,  Nkar  HKAnqnAKTRRs,  Dnvnthcr  Zt^  J8H4 — m. 
(jeueral  Howard  re[>ort8  one  of  (General  Lejn?ett'B  briRadua  nt?ar  Savannah,  and  no 
enemy.     rri*«-iners  say  the  city  is  abamloncti,  and  enemy  jforie  to  Ilanleoville,  [S.  C.]. 
Worxlji  raptiiird  fi  Kuns,  Slocum  got  S  gtin»,  and  ie  inovinK  tiii  the  city. 

Dayton,  Aid-de-C'nmp. 
(fi-nf^ml  SiiKi(MA>. 

It  was  now  aWit  H  p.  m.  Gencnil  Sherman  hastened  to  his  head- 
quarters, ajid  I  to  the  division  of  veaaels  lying  in  front  of  lioaulieu. 
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The  facts  of  the  case  were  soon  apparent.  Captain  Scott,  of  the 
Sonama^  was  in  possession  of  Forts  Beaulieu  and  Kosedew.  I  landed 
at  the  former  and  after  giving  some  brief  directions  was  on  my  way 
from  it,  when  I  received  a  note  from  General  Sherman,  dated  6:30 
p.  m.,  with  two  telegrams  from  General  Howard,  one  saying:  "Tatt- 
nall intends  to  run  the  blockade  tonight."  The  other:  "Rebel  boat, 
Savannah^  with  Tattnall  in,  is  just  out  of  our  reach." 

I  did  not  apprehend  that  this  intention  to  escape  could  be  carried 
into  effect. 

The  two  ironclads  which  I  had  at  Wassaw  blocked  the  best  way  out, 
and  1  did  not  believe  that  the  rebel  ram  could  be  brought  over  the 
shallows  of  the  Savannah  River,  save  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances of  a  high  tide  and  an  easterly  wind.  At  this  time  it  was 
blowing  a  ^le  from  the  northwest. 

Still  it  did  not  seem  proper  to  allow  the  public  interests  to  incur  the 
least  risk  that  was  avoidable  in  a  matter  so  important,  so  I  ordered  the 
Pawnee  to  tow  the  Nantucket  to  Savannah  River,  and  her  commander 
being  too  ill  to  be  on  deck,  Fleet-Captain  Bradford  volunteered  for  the 
duty. 

It  was  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  Slst  when  I  laid  down  for  a 
few  hours'  rest,  and  as  my  steamer  was  still  aground,  got  into  my 
barge  at  7  a.  m.,  pulled  to  Wassaw,  then  across  that  sound  into  the 

giss  to  the  Savannah  River,  and  had  nearly  reached  the  Savannah 
iver,  when  a  tug  came  along,  which  relievea  the  faithful  seamen  of 
their  severe  labor  in  a  heavy  gale,  wet  to  the  skin  as  they  were.  I 
arrived  about  noon,  hoisted  my  fla^  on  the  Wissahickon,  Captain  John- 
son, and  proceeded  up  the  river  with  the  WtTiona,  Captain  Dana,  and 
two  tugs. 

About  4  p.  m.  the  obstructions  across  the  channel  near  the  head  of 
Elba  Island  compelled  me  to  anchor  a  short  distance  below  the  city. 

This  hasty  ana  off-hand  narrative  will  give  the  Department  some 
idea  of  the  events,  as  seen  from  my  standpoint,  that  immediately  pre- 
ceded the  occupation  of  Savannah  by  the  Union  forces. 

The  glorious  flag  of  the  Union  once  more  waved  over  the  ramparts 
of  the  forts  and  the  citj^  and  the  vessels  of  the  Navy,  on  the  water. 

Savannah  has  been  taken  in  the  only  way,  probabl}^  that  it  was 
assailable.  In  every  other  the  defenses  were  complete  and  powerful, 
extending  over  every  approach,  and  including  the  rivers  that  traversed 
the  country  to  the  southward,  so  that  an  attack  in  those  quarters  could 
not  have  succeeded. 

It  is  one  of  the  tirst  fruits  of  the  brilliant  campaign  commencing  at 
Atlanta,  and  of  that  fine  conception,  the  march  through  Georgia,  but 
is  not  the  last,  and  General  Sherman  has  but  to  follow  out  his  plans  in 
order  to  reap  still  greater  advantages  for  the  country  and  renown  for 
himself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHIX3REN, 

Jiear- Admiral^  Gmndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oftks  Navy, 
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irrnf  Hf'ar- Admiral  DahUp-^^  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Llentemint-Vom- 
tmjudcrr  QtmchfJmtfh^  U.  S.  y^n.*^,  trfitMum4uyrtnmando/the  U.  S.  S. 

FiAo-SxEAirEK  Harvest  Moon, 

Sir:  Yon  will  procet'd  tu  ( 'hiirli'ston  and  re|x>rt  t"  i'uptiiin  (J.  H. 
Scott,  ai'uior  oni<pr  at  timt  pincp,  to  rrliovo  Liciitcnant-Conuuiinder 
Madii^n  in  the  ctumiiand  of  tin'  iroiK-Ind  /'ti/tr/Jinco. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edieut  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiil^iren, 
R€*tr'Admtral^  C*>mdtj,  ^mdh  AU<inlic  BU>ckitdin<j  Squakrotu 

Lieuteouiit-Couiuuiudor  S.  P.  QrACKKNBtiHii. 


I 


Reprrrt  of  Rear-Admind-  iJaJdifren^  U,  S.  Navy^  tmntmiiUimj  report 
r^ardiiuj  the  capture  of  t)ui  ideamt-r  Julla^  off  AlilytUor  Oreek^ 

No.  604.]  Fi-Acs-S^FKAMKu  Hakvrst  Moon, 

Off'  Cfun-U-shm,  Ihcemher  30,  JA'G^. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  reports  statinjj  the  <rapture  of  tlir  English 
bhxrkade  mnoer  Jvlta,  a  vessel  of  some  notorii-ty  in  the  Ini.'sinrss. 

She  wax  towwl  into  Port  Royal  on  the  28th  instant  for  repairs  to 
her  ongineH,  which  were  disabled  ai»d  not  in  motion. 
She  will  bo  sent  north  when  in  condition  for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  respectfully.  yotirol)e<lient8er\'ftnt, 

.1.  A.  Dahu;ren, 
Rear- Admiral y  Ooitidy,  South  Atlantic  BUwkaditty  J$quadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tk^  Noft^y. 

U.  S.  S.  Acacia, 

Of  C?ifirh'HUm,  S.  /?.,  Det-^ifth^-r '^6,  M'6'^. 

Sir:  1  have  the.  honor  to  report  the  wipture.  at  the  month  of  Alliga- 
tor Creek,  South  Carolina,  of  the  blockade  runner  JuHa^  of  (Jlasgow. 

She  has  a  valuable  cargo  of  cotton,  and  was  captured  under  the  fol- 
lowing cirt-uuistanoes: 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  while  on  iny  way  from  Charles- 
ton Bar  to  (i«H)rgrtown,with  provisions  for  the  U.  S,  S.  Catmndaufua,, 
after  passing  Cape  Romain  Shoal,  I  altered  my  course  to  N.  by  E.  i  E. , 
when  two  white  smokestacks  close  inshore  were  reix)rted  from  the 
masthpud.  A  steamer  was  apparently  blowing  off  stoam.  I  immedi- 
ately altered  my  course,  and  on  closing  in  toward  the  bar,  discovered 
her  to  be  a  side-wheel  steamer  of  perhaps  40M  tons.  No  colors  coidd 
be  seen.  As  we  approached  nearer,  her  decks  appeared  crowded  with 
men,  her  boats  wore  lowerwl,  and  apparently  preparations  were  made 
to  abandon  her.  1  ran  in  as  ne^r  us  the  depth  of  the  water  would 
admit  (which  was  about  2  miles  distant),  and  tired  a  shell  over  her.  At 
the  same  time  I  hoisted  the  Ameriean  ensign.  As  this  met  with  no 
response,  I  lowered  the  onlv  two  serviceable  bouts  I  hud,  and  armed 
them  for  boarding.     1  iired  another  shell  and  a  solid  shot  over  my 
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1>oatSt  whon  the  stoainor  displayed  white  flags  at  hor  ruostlioad  and  in 
the  fore-rigging,  and  I  loased  tiring.  My  boat^  wore  now  rapidly 
nearing  her.  the  gig  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  T.  BInke,  witli 
Acting  S4'eond  As>istant  Kngincer  Thonms  1).  Cro.sbv,  Acting  Assi*<t- 
ant  Paymaster  Joseph  Fontor,  AetiugMasterVsMateW'illinnj  J.  McFad- 
den,  and  y  men;  the  third  eutter  in  charge  of  Aeting  Master's  Mate 
Fuller,  with  6  men.  The  last  boat  was  seen  pulling  from  the  >*lcamer 
when  my  boats  were  not  a  ipiarttrr  of  a  milt!  distant.  The  boats 
boarded  simultaneously  and  took  possession  of  the  steamer  without 
op]K>sition,  not  a  .soul  remaining  on  l>oard.  The  American  ensign  was 
hoisted  at  the  fore  at  12:  20  p.  m.  As  soon  as  1  saw  this  I  wont  on 
board  of  her  myself  in  inv  dingey,  taking  with  me  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  J.  K.  \\  right,  who  afterwards  rendered  efficient 
service  in  his  department.  I  found  the  steamer  aground,  but  believ- 
ing that  she  could  1m?  got  off,  I  ordered  tlie  attempt  made  by  kedging. 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  I>.  Crosby  now  rep<irtcd 
to  me  that  her  engines  had  been  purposely  disabled  by  her  enginp*?i> 
(see  his  accomjianying  rep<»rt).  I  requested  him  to  rejwiir  tnem  if 
possible.  He  at  once  set  about  this  ta.sk  with  an  energy  which  insunxl 
success,  and  he  was  ably  assisted  by  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
J.  K.  Wright 

The  atU-^nnt  to  kedge  her  off  proved  partially  succeasful  under  the 
active  superintendence  <tf  Acting  Ensign  H,  T.  Blake,  and  she  was 
moved  about  one-eighth  of  a  mile.  At  4  p.  m.  temporary  repairs 
were  completed,  enabling  the  engines  to  be  worked,  but  the  falling  of 
the  tide  prevented  her  from  coming  otT.  Finding  it  useless  to  try  to 
get  her  alioat  at  that  stage  of  the  tide,  I  sent  uiy  gi^*-  to  the  ship  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  T.  Blake,  with  instructions  to  send  me 
more  men,  more  musketj^.  and  ammunition,  and  arranged  with  bim 
concerted  signals  by  which  1  could  call  a.ssistancc  if  attacked. 

The  Iwftt  returned  in  cliarge  of  Acting  Ensign  A.  8.  I^>unds,  jr., 
who  sounded  out  the  channel  on  his  way  in. 

When  he  arrived  4m  lM)artl,  I  rigged  lM>ardine  nettings  and  armed 
the  men  to  n*sistany  attack  that  might  be  made  from  the  shore.  I 
also  .sent  in  two  boats  to  reconnoiter,  and  if  possible  to  capture  the 
t/f///V/V  boats,  but  in  this  the3'  were  unsuccessful,  as  they  nad  been 
taken  up  Alligiitor  Crei'k.  At  1  a.  ni.  on  the  24th,  it  being  half  tide, 
the  t/w//^/ flouted,  and  I  got  un<lerway  and  stood  out  to  the  ship  and 
anchored.  I  now  returned  to  my  vessel,  lejiving  Acting  Ensign  A.  8. 
Rounds,  jr.,  iu  charge  of  the  Julia,  with  a  |>rize  crew. 

I  gave  oi*ders,  when  the.  Jn/m  was  first  .stM'ii,  that  a  bright  lookout 
shotild  l>e  kept  for  other  vessels  from  which  we  might  obtain  assist- 
ance, but  no  ve.Hsel  came  in  sight  or  within  signal  tlistance. 

At  daylight  on  the  24th  1  towed  the  prize  further  offshore,  that  I 
might  leave  ber  with  safety,  and  proceeded  to  (ieorgetown  in  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  of  the  senior  officer  olT  Charleston.  I  left  on  her 
Acting  Ensign  Andre  S.  Uound.s,  jr.,  commanding.  Acting  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  O.  Crosby,  in  charge  of  her  engines,  Act- 
ing Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  K.  Wright,  Acting  Master's  Mate 
G.  W.  Fuller,  and  ;t  men,  with  instructions  to  come  to  anchor  until 
my  return  from  Georgetown,  and  to  continue  the  repairs  ui>oi)  the. 
engines.  On  my  return  to  the  Jn/ia  at  4  p.  m.,  and  finding  the  neces- 
sary repairs  not  completed,  and  my  ofHcei-a  and  men  worn  out  by  their 
constant  and  unusual  exertions.  1  came  to  anchor  for  the  night  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  them  rest,  and  completing  the  rciMvirs. 
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At.  davli^ht  on  the  morning  of  the  :25th  I  t*ot  uiidorwny,  the  Aca/'M 
ikin^  tlio  Juh'a  in  tow.  ii^s  there  was  btill  much  clitHciilty  in  Htaitin^ 
her  eupioes.  At  8  a.  iii.  r^ist  off  the  hawser  from  the  Aca^-ui  and  pro- 
ceeded t-owai'd  Chur!i'?»tori  Hai\  the  A<yu-Hi  keepinjif  within  hailin|r  dis- 
tance to  render  any  assistance  that  might  be  required.  Arrived  off 
CharlG!*ton  I5ar  at  11:30  a.  ni.  and  reported  the  capture  to  the  senior 
officer. 

From  jHipcrs  fonntl  on  hoard  I  judge  that  the  JtiUa  left  Charh\ston 
on  tile  "J'tth  in>t;int.  Her  topgallant  forecastle  and  fonvard  bulwarks 
werx^  stove  in,  indicating  that  she  had  met  with  heavy  wmtlierand  ha<l 
put  into  the  mouth  of  AUitjator  Creek  for  a  harlwr;  also  for  fuel,  for 
ner  d^H-k.s  were  strewn  with  wfMjd,  which  had  appariMitly  just  come  on 
board.  The  ship's  lo^ot  a  previous  voyage  was  found  on  board;  also 
the  chief  officer's  log  from  August  30  to  Novemljor  S,  1S64.  The  lat- 
ter *«how3  that  she  sailed  from  Glasgow  ScptemlMjr  3  and  arrived  at 
Nassau  Octol»er2^.  lSt)4,  where  she  took  on  Ixrard  Captain  Swan^-Cap- 
taiti  Embieton,  who  had  brought  her  out,  returning  to  England.  She 
t(M»k  in  a  cargo  on  the  '±\\X\i  of  OctoJwr  and  sailed  aliout  November  1 
to  run  the  bhx.kade. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  list  of  her  crew  and  jmsTCngers  when  she  ran  out 
of  Charleston.     Thef>e  books  and  papers  will  he  forwarded  with  the 
prize  to  the  jjrize  commissioners. 
The  r/«//f/  IS  an  iron  vessel,  of  UT  tons,  English  measurement. 
She  was  built  at  Renfrew,  Scotland,  in  1S63.     Her  draft,  when  loadisd, 
I  8  feet  aft  and  T.  feet  forward. 
Her  engines  are  new  and  |jowerful. 

,  The  greatest  sjvexl  indicated  in  her  log  is  12  knots.     I  found  on  her 
Jro  English  ensigns,  a  burgee,  with  the  name  Jttlm^  and  a  Confederate 
States  Hag. 

Vei7  respectfully,  your  obedient  son^ant, 

William  Barrvmork, 
AcU'nff  MfUiter^  Omnnuxndinff  U.  S.  S,  Acacia, 

Hon,  Gu>EON  Weixes. 

iSdCft'tfij't/  t*f  tht:  Nary. 


fMirr  r/f  R»yir-A(hiiiral  DahJ^efi^  U.  i>.  Natw^  U»  OttuvmAnder  WtU 
fi/im^f^t/t,  U.  S,  AV/'y,  eommandifuj  (J.  S.  >S.  rlutf^  to  perform  ijuar<l 
duty  hi  Verium  Mifcr, 

Fi^ag-.Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Sir:  Yon  will  move  the  Fh^t  uptoUrecn  Island  and  act  as  guard 
-sbti^).  and  will  keep  a  lookout  for  Ilosedew  and  Beaulieu  batteries. 
\ou  will  forward  all  inventories  and  reports  to  me  as  soon  as  received. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

.1.  A   Uahlgren, 
Jiear- Admiral,  Commanding. 

smninnder  J.  C.  Wilmamso>% 

CfiVUmandtinj  U,  S*  jS*  Floff, 


M    W    K— VOL   H>- 
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Letter  fw}n  Assistant  Boutdle^  U.  S.  Ouut  Sumy^  to  Major- trcn- 
erut  Shcnnan^  fj.  S,  Arwy^recfntiineiiiiinfj  that  Thuvd^^rholt  Hnftery 
he  u«ed  as  a  dgjMttfor  large  t^^seis 

TllUNDEHBOLT    BaTTERY, 

Saiurtitt}j^  Ducfuttnr  -^-U  tSd/t^  12:30 jk  m. 
General:  Vessels  dmwinjf  15  foot  and  under  can  come  up  to  thin 
plwe  now,  ontorinjf  ut  AVilsshw  Sound.  The  rivfr  hjL-*  ^>eon  dragged 
forlori)ed(M\sHn<l  non<!  liuvr  v<'t  iMMMidiscovcrod.  Thr  monitors  Satuja- 
vioiK  Oiptnin  Young,  nnd  the  Pasmir,  Ca]>tuin  Filiol>rown,  urc  now 
close  I)p.sifU^  till'  work  at  Turner's  Rorks,  and  will  1m>  at  anchor  at  this 
place  ill  a  few  liours.  I  have  my  veysel  at  work  Houndinj'  and  putting 
up  marks  for  riavig-iition,  and  will  antOior  here  tt)-nijifht.  I  respectfully 
rec(mimettd  making  thi8  place  vour  pre-scnt  depot  for  large  ves-scls.  A 
short  wharf,  UHJ  feet  long,  will  Hutfice  for  vesseU  of  deep  draft,  and 
materials  for  \U  construction  an^  near  at  hand. 

Chas.  O.  lioirrKLLK, 
Attsltttaut^  Cfxist  Sitrvfij/^  Commanding  LL  S.  S,  Bihh. 

Mttjor-Gcnenil  W.  T.  J^iiEimAN,  U.  S.  Armv, 

Comdy^  Army  of  the  Military  I)ivi^iU»i  of  the  Miesi^ippi. 
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Jiejjort  of  /if  or- Admiral  Dahtgren^  IT.  S.  Nai>y^  transnutting  ropy  o^ 
it?)  order  tf>  h,'  irtHUfnI  in  (nnforf/iity  to  the  Prcsid<'nt''»  prov/a/mtti/u 
raising  the  Hockade  of  I'tTnandina^  Fliu 

No.  r>98.] 


Flao-Steamer  PrraAnET.PHiA, 

Sniviunah  liii^^r^  Z>eecmfter  '25,  }S6^. 
Sik:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  order  which  I  propose  to  i.vsuo 
for  the  hotter  cxrrution  of  the  President's  orfier.  and  would  draw  tho 
attention  of  the  l>et>artnient  to  the  clause  marked  in  red,  which  seems 
to  ho  necessary  to  avoid  fniud  in  <'vji(ling  the  blockade,  and  is  con- 
sistent with  the  rules  commonly  admitted  in  such  cases. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  Ijg,  very  respectfully,  your  olw^dient  servant, 

J.'A.    DAIILtiREN, 

Rt^ir- Admiral^  Comdg.  Sfniih  AfUintic  Jii^M^kading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  (rii»EON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nax^y^  Wtishimjton^  D.  C. 


[Knclomiri!.) 


Flao-Steameu  Piiii.AnELriiiA, 
Port  lioytd  Jhrfxtr^  South  Oiro/iti/t,  Dertmhn-  J  J,  iSf)!/, 
The  Navy  Department  ha;*  transmitte*!   to  mo  for  my  information 
and  guidance  an  oflicial  copv  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the   Tnited  States,   which  declares  tnat  the   blockade  of  the  port  of 
Fcrnandina  — 

Shall  Sit  far  coaw  and  detormine  from  nn»l  aftjpr  ihc  1st  day  o(  Deccmhcr  next, 
that  (fmiiiKm'iiU  inl«rc<uirw?  willi  Miitl  jmrt,  (•Koepl  iw  I<>  iK'nwjny,  tlitngH,  ami  inlorma- 
tion  cnntraf.Mind  ol  war,  may  from  that  time  )ic  i-arritMl  o[i,  Buhjwt  to  the  laws  mI 
the  Unite-i  Stalei',  Xn  the  hiiuliitions,  ami  in  imryiiamro  of  llie  r4v"l»'t"ii^  which  may 
t>e  preeiTii»e<l  hy  the  Swretary  <<(  the  TrwiHury,  ami  to  niich  niditury  and  naval  regu- 
lations as  ar«  now  in  lorco  or  may  hereafter  he  found  m-^-eflHory. 
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The  commander'*  of  vessels  in  this  sf|ua(h'on  will  tako  notico  thoroof, 
Hoii  will  not  fail  to  n'.-(i>Gft  and  fianplv  with  thin  i»i\lor  of  thoPrt'KJdeut 
of  the  I'nit^'d  States, 

TUon'furt',  whemn't^  a  tnidinj^  vossol  is  nnronnttMod,  bound  to  tho 
port  of  Kcrnatidina.  she  isi  to  he  >*urtere<l  to  continue  her  voyage,  pro- 
vidctl  tiie  ix>nditions  of  tho  jM'wIaination  are  ronipliod  with. 

In  the  e«t*e  of  vpri^cLs  .'iailin^  from  a  port  in  the  I'nited  Stjiti^K  there 

,  can  Jk»  nodirticulty  in  ascertaining  that  the  intent  of  the  voyage  iMlenfal, 

Uml  ve»i84'Ls  from  abroad,  professinj;  to  l»e  bound   to  Kernandina.  even 

with  rej'-ular  pa|>ers.  will  always  be  justly  liable  la  suspicion  if  found 

in  the  vicinity  of  other  blockaded  poii.s  of  this  eorumnnd,  and  in  that 

[nij*e  they  will  I te  subject  to  seizure  and  adjudication  by  tho  pro|)er 

courts. 

Tliis  pmvision  is  in  lairsuance  ui  that  [xirt  of  the  pnwlamation  which 
makes  the  conmiercial  intercourse,  of  Kernandina  .subject,  aniontf  other 
conditions,  to  such  naval  rej^ulations  as  may  hereafter  Im'  founu  ne<«s- 
,  wiry. 

.loHX   A.  lUlIliGRBN, 

Rear- Admiral^  Chrndt^.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stptadron. 


\ Report  ftf  Rtfir-Adwlnfl  iJahltjmty  ('.    tS.  NatTu^  re/fnrdintj  uteuattres 
Jt/r  chucking  the  amtimwd  hrtxich  ofmockudti. 

I  No.  fi(W.]  FlAO-StKAMER    PUTt.ADEI.PinA, 

Sftwinnah  Rirer^  Dcccmh,f  ^.5,  ISG.^, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackoowledgre  receipt  of  the  Department's 
communication  of  3d  I)pcoml>er,  enclosing  copy  of  a  document  stating 
ve.H.-M^ls  that  had  succe(»de*l  in  paw^iiijr  the  blockade. 

This  has  only  Item  effected  by  the  construction  of  a  s]>i'iial  <la,ss  of 
vessels,  very  fast,  and  having  a  draft  not  greater  than  the  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tides',  so  that  at  hi^h  water,  which  is  the  chosen  time,  they 
can  |»o*s  over  the  shoals,  nearly  Irnre  at  low  water,  which  no  vessel  in 
the  .sipidflron  of  any  force  can  do. 

1  have  two  jdans  in  view  for  eheckinij  this,  but  the  prospect  of  a 
bhort*»r  and  perfect  n>sult,  by  a  combined  operation  of  the  army  and 
mivy.  will  be  likely  to  stop  tliis  nefarious  work  alt^fp-ther. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obc^lient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiix^kkn. 
Rtyir-Adifiirai.,  Comdg.  SmUh  Atiuniic  Blockadintj  i:st/iiadrmi. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  t/ic  Navy. 


Lett^-rfrom  Mipar-G e}\firal  Shmnan^  U.  S.  Armt/^  t<»  Rcnr-Admir<d 
Dtthlgrcn^  if.  K  Naty^  regarding  vu^nsurai  fur  gHting  st^going  ves- 
$eis  to  the  Savannah  trhatiVM. 

Ht>gRS.   MlUTARY    DiVlHION    OF  THK    MlS>«IS.SIPPl, 

St/vaitui 


148  SOUTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKApING    SQUADBON. 

heard  further  from  them.  1  will  refer  your  letter  to  General  Easton, 
who  is  instructed  to  arrange  so  as  to  get  seagoing  vessels  up  to  the 
city  wharves,  which,  if  possible,  I  am  very  anxious  to  do,  even  at  con- 
siderable expense  of  labor  and  money,  as  I  desire  to  avoid  lightering 
and  transshipment,  if  possible.  I  am  inf  oi*med  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General  from  Washington  that  six  light-draft  steamers  are  now  en 
route  to  us  from  the  Chesapeake.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  Christmas; 
I  trust  you  had  the  same. 

Very  truly,  yours,  W,  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  O&nerah 
Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron.,  Near  Savannah,  Ga, 


Order  of  Fleet  Captnhi  Bradford^-U.  S.  Na'iry^to  Li*nitenant-(hta- 
inanAirr  F'dliibrmm\^  U.  S.  Navy.,  connnanding  U.  S.  S.  PoAmie,  in 
view  of  situation  off  Charleaton. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Savannah  River.,  South  Carolina^  December  ^7,  186^^ 
Sir:  The  admiral  desires  you  to  take  position  low  down  in  Wassaw 
Sound,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  going  to  sea  without  a  moment's  delay 
after  consulting  the  safety  of  your  vessel.     Our  forces  off  Charleston 
are  threatened  by  the  rebel  rams  and  torpedo  boats. 
Very  respeotfulh%  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  M.  Bradford, 

Fhet  Captain. 
Lieutenant-Conmiander  T.  Scott  Fillebrown, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ironclad  Passaic 


Order  of  tJw  Secretartj  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  additional  vessels  fo7'  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  Decemher  27, 186Ji., 
Sir:  The  side- wheel  prize  steamer  Wando,  Acting  Master  Frcdk.  T. 
King,    and  the    new   side-wheel   steamer   Lcnapee,    Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Samuel  Magaw,  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Nary. 
Kear-Admiral  John  A.  DAHi/iREr:, 

Comdij.  S.  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squcrdron,  Port  Royal^  S.  C 


Report  of  Li4>ntenant-Comniandei'  Scott,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding 
(/.  S.  S.  Sonoma.,  regarding  the  occupation  <f  ISeaulhni  Battery, 
after  the  evacuation  hy  the  en(m}y. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 
Off  Fort  Beavlieu,  Vernmi  River,  (hi.,  Ihcemher '27 ,  186j^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  ol^edience  to  your  orders,  I 
left  the  Coosawhatehie  River,  South  Carolina,  on  the  12th  instant  and 

Sroceeded  to  Ossalwiw  Sound,  Georgia,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  of 
[ajor-General  Sherman,  which  had  arrived  near  that  point. 


On  the  mornin*r  of  the  Hth.  I  pu-ihr-d  up  the  Vernon  River  to  feel 
the  K(>?mm1i'w  lUKi  Bcjiiiiicii  UUIiiics  (Fort  MrAIlist^r  haviri;^  Unni 
tnkmi  Uy  the  fi>nvs  of  Muior-GrmTal  Shcnnini  the  evtMiinjjf  heforo), 
and  lit  1:30  p.  m.  ciinu*  wiihin  mn^e  uiid  o]>i*iied  lire  on  Fort  Braulieu 
ami  fi.iumi  tht'  works  to  Iw  very  (i^troiii^  and  their  pnirtiee  ^ixxi;  eon- 
tioued  the  tire  from  the  riHen  and  Xl-ineh  i^un  until  taking  pot^btission 
of  the  works  on  the  morning  i»f  the  'Jlst. 

The  mortar  .-^chixtner  Jo/m  (rrijith  and  gfunboat  Winona  arrived 
on  the  17th  and  :ioth,  res|>e(.tively,  and  opened  tire  on  the  enemy, 
doinff  jjoixi  work.  At  l:.S<i  i>.  m.  <m»  the  2oih,  the  i*m'niy  opened  with 
a  iiiorUir  Iiattery  fnnn  Itoseuew  Island,  which  wwa  repliefi  to  by  the 
Grijffiih  and  this  ship.  On  the  morning  of  the  ilst,  at  <i  a.  m.,a 
deserter  arrived  on  iKwrd  from  Uosedew  and  n^ported  that  the  works 
at  that  p<iint  and  Hfaulieu  were  W\\\^  nvariiati'd  hy  thr  enemy.  I  imme- 
diately got  nnderway.  airompanied  l>y  the  W'humn,  and  stood  up  the 
river,  and  at  !>:35  sent  Aeting  Master  Merrill,  exeeutive  of  this  Hhip, 
with  wix  txMlrt  from  the  S^mnimi^  Httttuat  Mfum^  Wlitattd^  and  O'l'iffiUi^ 
to  take  {K>s.seMsi()n  and  h(»i."*t  lh4'  flog  of  the  Lfnitcd  tStates  i>n  Fort 
Beaulieu. 

The  tug  O^r^inimn  havingarrived,  I  direi'ted  Lieutenant-Commander 
t)ana,  of  the  Wlnnn'i,  with  Chiff  Pilot  IlatTards,  to  proceed  in  her  to 
ihi'  FioM'dew  hattcry,  hy  the  Vernon  Kiver,  take  poss4»ssi{jn.  and  hoint 
thp  I'nitpil  Slates  Hag  on  the  works,  after  which  to  rontiniie  up  the 
river  to  White  HhitJ.  wheiv  I  heard  the  W'lier  Witch  wils.  and,  if 
'  mefrible.  to  r«'03iptureand  liring  herd«ywn.  The  re]K)rt  of  LitMttenant- 
Conatimnder  Daiia  is  lu-rewith  i'nchjs»'d,*  also  an  invt'utory  of  the  prop- 
erty captured,  including  15  heavy  guns  and  targe  quantities  of  ordnance 
stores. 

It.alTt>rd.**  me  gre^it  pleasure  to  staU*  that  I  was  most  ably  supiK)itod 
bv  Captain  Dana,  of  the  Wiii(*H'i,  atal  Acting  Volunt<H»r  hieuU-nant 
Ilaff<»rd8.  who  renden'd  me  the  greatest  a.-wistAnee;  also  Acting  Flag 
Lieutenant  Diciuuau,  of  yuur  tttatf,  and  Acting  Matiter  Avery,  of  the 
Phllmirhthiu. 

11  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  reswctfullv, 
'     R.  W.  Scott. 
Lieui^iant-  Comnumder. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahujbkn, 
Conititandiiuj  SmUK  Atiantic  DhK'kading  St/ufulr^fn, 
fnsfructff^nn  of  RtHir-Admiral  Dahhjrcn^  U.  S,  Neitfy,  to  Lieutenant- 
i'ttimnanfitfr  Saitt^l^  S.  A'atrt/,  ctrnt/nandirtf/  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma^  rft/ard- 
iny  dtUy  in  tf^e  Sawinn/t/i  Jiiifer, 
-  ^'LAfi-STEAMER    IUrVEST    MoON, 

■  Off  MorrlM  h}and,  SuuHi  Vaiy^liiuu  fhrnnhr20,  186^. 

Stk:  Tou  will  proi'ee^l  to  tlie  Savannah  River  and  take  |K)sition  beh»w 
iind  near  the  obstructions  of  Elba  Island,  convenient  for  communica- 
tion with  the  army. 

It  may  t>e  netassary  to  commiiiul  the  shore  of  the  river  above  and 
op|K>sitf  to  the  city,  so  as  to  dlslnd^'  n-brl  nianiuders  hy  your  tire. 

Let  your  boatt$  jjasw  down  St.  Augutitinc  Creek  aud  keep  you  advised 
of  what  L3  going  on  tla-re. 
Keep  in  communication  with  any  United  StAte»  ve«Hel  lo  Waasaw. 
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Be  regular  in  keeping  me  informed  of  proceedings  in  your  vicinity. 
Vou  can  always  send  communications  by  boat  to  Port  Royal,  thi*ough 
Skull  Creek,  and  also  bj'-  army  transports. 

Obtain  and  report  full  information  of  the  channel  obstructions, 
openings  for  passing,  etc. 

There  should  always  be  a  coal  vessel  in  Savannah  River,  and  you  will 
notify  Commander  fteynolds  when  you  are  in  want. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.(.  A.  Dahlgken, 
Rear-Admiral,  Coindfj,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral-  DaJUgren^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Actin</  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Phinney^  U.  S.  Nany^  to  astfume  command  of  U.  S.  ship 
John  Adam^. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moox, 
Off  Charlton,  Decemher  ^.9, 186}^. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  this  anchorage  and  report  to  Captain  G. 
H.  Scott  on  boanl  the  U.  S.  sloop  John  Adam^  for  the  command  of 
that  vessel. 

Very  resj>cctfully,  your  obedient  seiTant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral^  ComJg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stjuadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Alvin  Phinney. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahl^ren^  U.  S.  Nwvy^  to  Lieutenant-  Com- 
mander Orosman,  U,  S.  Nav^,  to  asmime  conmiand  of  the  U.  S.  S, 
Commodore  McDonough. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Off  Charletttim,  Decemht-r  '29,  186^, 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  these  orders  you  will  proceed  to  Stono  and 
relieve  Commander  Thompson  in  the  comman<l  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Co?n- 
7nodore  McDmumgh. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  lilockading  Squadron, 

'Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Daldgren^  (J.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Thomp- 
Mo/i,  U.  S.  Naoy,  tt)  OHHuai^i  command  <f  ike  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 

Flao-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Off  CliarUHton,  Ihccmher  29^.186^. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  <*onniian(i  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
McDonough^  and  will  assume  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron 
at  Port  Royal. 

Very  rospoctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiixiren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  /Jlnckadhig  Squadnm. 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  CimmodoTc  McDonough. 
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tark  OtvmbiA',  rtyanitmi  the  sttUtmi  of  that  vtttttfi  for  JWf  Rotjid^ 

s\  a 

U.  S.  IUrk  Gkm8»ok, 
iXew  York  Bay,  December  ^9,  180^, 
Sib:  In  accortlunco  with  orders  ivn-ivt^d  Docomber  24,  ls*J4,  fi'oni 
lieai-A<lmiral  I'auldinp,  to  protriMi  U\  Port  Itoval  and  report  to 
Adiiiinil  L>ah!j£rt'ii,  or  sfnior  oliiccr  present,  with  this  whip,  as  80on  as 
she  wa:*,  in  all  respefttt.  reath'  for  nea,  1  am  now  ptiiwiuj^  out  to  soa 
with  wind  \V.  N,  W. 

1  aiu.  very  respectfully,  your  oboilicnt  servant, 

J.  F.   WlNOIlESTEK, 

Actintf  Mauler^  Vvnunatidtng. 
Hon,  CiiDEt:>N  Wkllks, 

Washiuijton.  D.  6' 


Reptyrt  of  Hear- Ad  mi  ml  Duhbjrt  n ,  V.  S.  Ha  ry^  ra/anlintj  tfie  nectumty 
y^r  rtjMiu'M  to  t/it'  uu'uUorn  off  i'hurl-tittUm. 

No.  602.]  Ki-ac-Stkamkr  Harvest  Moon, 

Off  VfuirhHtuii,  S.  6?.,  iJecemfjfr  ^.V.  ISGIt. 

Sir:  1  left  Savnnnah  Hiver  on  the  2Tth  on  reoeiving  a  dispatch  from 
the  senior  oliiccr  at  this  place.  ^Uitin^  the  proltability  of  amove  I>y  the 
reU^U  iderived  from  an  intercepted  telegram),  and  HUggesting  my 
presence-. 

They  are  said  to  hsive  four  ironcladfl,  with  five  torpedo  boat^,  but  1 
»ee  no  rea.sotiuble  chance  for  them  if  tbey  venture  out,  emperially  as 
there  are  M'vcn  monitors  now  here. 

I  n't,'r»'l  to  say,  however,  that  more  than  one  of  these  monitors  is 
repn>»ient4Kl  to  need  more  repairs  than  the  present  emergency  permits 
tt>  be  done. 

It  is  not  two  years  yince  the  PuMMaic  was  put  in  wrvice;  the  ^folltauk 
and  others  have  endurrd  nearly  as  much,  and  it  mav  well  be  that  this 
continued  wear  should  occasion  si  necessity  for  murli  repfiii*. 

In  the  courrie  of  the  next  nmnth  ur  two  month's  the  opfration.'^  here 
will  1h'  of  jrivut  interest,  and  tbi-  ironcliids  will  be  exprclod  to  play 
liieir  jmrt  An  immediate  relit-f  may  enable  (hn  needed  repair  in 
time,  otherwise  there  is  no  small  risk  that  one  ur  two  may  become 
unserviceable.  To  prevent  such  no  occun-ence  I  hope  it  may  I»e  eon- 
venienl  to  send  Homc  relief  at  an  early  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  respeiitfully,  yonrolunlient  servant, 

•I.  A,  Daiilohkn, 
Rf^ar-Adtniral,  Corndtj.  South  Atlantic  Ulockadiutj  Squmhttn, 

Hon,  GiDKON  Wfi.i,k.s, 

Secretary  of  tlu-  Xacy. 
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Letter  from   Rmr- Admiral    JJahlijven^  L\    S.    JVaty.    to   Jirt'tjnduT- 

General  Sckhumf^fennHj^  U.    S.  Art/t;/^  reffordlrnj  i*p* rations  *?Af>«^j 

Savannah  and  Vharleatwi. 

Fi*ag-Steamkii  Hauvkbt  Moon, 
OfJfmTfM  hhud,  Di}VtVHher  JO,  1S6J^ 

Gkneral:  Your  communication*  of  the  20th  wa^  duly  handed  to 
m«  by  your  itid,  i^icutenunt  Sihauffler,  wlio  no  doubt  conveyed  to  you 
my  verbal  reply. 

1  was  unable  at  the  time  to  answer  in  wiitinp,  Vteing  engaged  in 
reroivinfj  report*  in  person  from  the  commanding  ollipers  of  vesselt*. 

You  no  doubt  learncnl,  a.s  they  transpired,  the  irUiTc.stinfj  ev«nt«  of 
tln^  lust  two  weeks. 

General  Sherman  nearly  enveloped  Savannah,  and  complete*!  his 
comniuDication  with  me  by  stonuing  McAllister  on  the  IHth.  Soon 
after  he  deniunded  the  surrender  of  the  city,  whi<-h  was  refusfid  by  the 
rebel  t?eneral  on  the  ground  that  he  held  his  two  nearest  lines  and  was 
in  ronuminication  with  his  superior  authority. 

( icnerul  ShiTniaii  prepared  to  assiiult,  and  I  was  returning  willi  him 
from  Hilton  Heiul  whi-ri'  the  onerntion  was  to  Iw^irin,  when  he  learned 
by  tele^nun  ttnit  ihe  rebels  hjul  evaluated  Savannah. 

The  Gonoral  informed  njc  that  Commodore  Tattnall  wjl--  i)rep!inng 
to  rush  <kU  with  his  irontlads,  but  I  was  prepared  for  that,  and  he 
destroyed  thi*m. 

I  parUnl  with  General  Sherman  two  days  ago  in  Savannah.  The 
city  is  in  better  order  and  property  more  secure  than  it  has  t)een  under 
reliel  rule. 

It  is  to  be  pro8umcd  that  our  army  will  not  remain  in  Savannah 
longer  than  is  necessary  to  make  its  t^mun*  certain. 

I  Clime  here  on  the  sutrgestitju  of  Captain  Scott  that  the  rebels  were 
on  Ihi-  move.  Though  I  fell  no  anprehen-'^ion  as  U\  the  ability  of  tW 
force  here  to  niuintnin  control  of  the  an<'horage,  and  even  cjiplun^  the 
rebel  ironclad*!  if  they  ventured  out,  yet.  as  I  might  l>e  drawn  in  some 
other  direction  at  thi*  timr,  it  seemed  due  to  the  perfect  security  of 
General  Slierman's  Uise  that  no  means  should  be  oniiltitl.  I  liave, 
therefore,  ri'inforced  the  division,  so  that  there  arc  now  seven  monitors 
here,  which  I  think  places  the  question  beyond  doubt. 

What  may  be  your  nipacity  for  defense  ashore  1  do  not  know,  but 
think  it  should  be  iMjual  tit  the  concentration  whiih  the  rebels  are 
Hkelv  to  ciTcct  under  existing  cin-umstainces  and  to  the  etforts  which 
tlie  desperation  of  their  cause  may  lead  to. 

The  vessels  will,  of  eourae^  heartily  cooperate  with  you  in  case  of 
attark. 

In  lasc  the  ironclads  venture  out,  my  plan  will  be  to  draw  them  as 
low  dtiwn  this  anchorage  n.s  they  will  rontc,  wo  as  t»)  make  sure  of  tl»e 
capture  of  the  whole  bv  making  a  retreat  impossible. 

In  suidi  an  event,  wifl  you  pleast^  to  cause  some  of  your  heavy  CTins 
to  l>e  turned  seaward,  and  scour  the  wuU^r  with  grape  so  as  to  Hear 
out  the  torpedo  boats  which  might  be  troubh\souic  when  engaged  with 
the  rams. 

The  rebels  will,  no  doubt,  endeavor  to  increase  the  obstructions  id 
the  harlKtr,  and  .^onie  gniiH^  or  mortar  shells  at  night  from  your  guns 
near  [KortJ  Johnson  and  the  Middle  Ground  would  stop  them.  The 
naval  Ijattery  will  a-ssist  in  this  if  you  think  pi-oix-r. 

*  Not  fuond. 
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Aftor  seoirip  the  works  ti^Kfut  Suvaniiali  iiiul  thr  (jlistrnrtitms  in  ilic 
rivprs  (Siivannali.  Tyln-c.  Vernon,  ami  tlio  Oj,M*c'flnH*),  I  am  hfttistiod  it 
wa*  iin|>rt%'nable  U*  any  foivo  in  any  direction  wave  wherr^  it  was 
asisailrd  by  General  Sherman. 

With  i»y  U'Ht  wishes  for  your  health,  whieh  [  hear  is  iriiprttvirig^, 
I  am,  genenil,  with  great  rt»giird,  your  oU'di^nt  servant^ 

J.    A.    L>AHLORKN, 

li'itt-Adminil^  0»ntdtf.  South  Atinntir  Bhtckadhtfj  Sf/n*tdrfm. 

Brigadier-General  A.  Scuimmelfennig, 

Ouininnndlfnj  A'ort/irrn  DiMrlct^  IIt^id*/uorterit,  Mirrrij*  Inland. 


Jfrmorandti/n  of  iiu^tructittttM  frfmi  Bc^ir- Admiral  Dahlqrm^  U.  S, 
Artry,  /fl  Vajitain  Sc<4t^  l\  o.  A'dry,  ttettior  ojfict^r  "ff  Charl^ton^  in 
■rune  of  cJrjf^U*d  attack  hy  the  t^n^etny. 

Off  Charleston,  /Aw/z/Arr  Ji,  ISCJ^. 

1.  There  are  now  aeveu  monitors  at  this  anehoi-nge.  Pntajmva^  Mon- 
tuJi\  Xnhtmt,  L^ftiith^f^afMkiJI.  Xitnturk'f^  and  f^n^Mnir. 

2.  It  is  absolut<'ly  eK.-.ential  that  thii*  fone  should  aet  tofjether  in 
cas«e  of  any  attempt  by  the  r«'f>p|s.  In  such  un  evnit  ihrlr  oltjcrt  will 
he  to  .sU!*prisi'  and  damage  any  smaller  number  of  monitoi*s  sei>anited 
from  the  main  body  iM'fnre  they  ran  receive  assistjuuro. 

3.  The  seven  nn)nit4>rs  nmst  therefore  bf  kept  well  in  hand,  so  as  to 
unite  at  very  brief  notice. 

4.  At  night,  if  the  weather  is  suitable,  four  monitors  are  to  be  pushed 
in  advance,  the  other  three  in  reserve  at  a  convenient  distance,  and  two 
of  them  may  be  allowed  to  draw  fire  under  one  Imiler  at  a  time  to  clean 
and  repair,  but  even  the.se  ve^tsels  should  l>e  made  availablf  if  an  attack 
is  made. 

f>.  There  should  be  a  vigilant  lookout  kept  from  the  naval  Inittery 
on  Morris  Island  upon  all  movements  in  tin*  harbor,  and  ]>roper  sig- 
nals arninged  for  giving  the  commaiuling  oificer  afloat  speeJy 
intelligence. 

(J.  'I'he  l>oat**  are  to  observe  and  disturb  all  attenipfc*  to  phu-e  torpe- 
does or  other  obstinictions,  and  the  tugs  in  motion  at  night  to  ke(*]i  off 
torpedo  boatf^. 

7.  Should  the  rebels  see  tit  to  come  out,  they  will  rely  umch  on 
liOTie  occasional  blow  by  a  torpedo  b4>at;  the  mouiton*  should,  there- 
fore, scour  the  water  with  gnip*^  at  inlorviils,  and  the  Itatterios  on  the 
island  should  do  the  same. 

s.  Communicate  with  the  general  commanding  on  Morris  Island  and 
request  that  his  guns  niav  be  specially  preiMired  for  a  sortie  by  the 
rebel  ironclads  and  torpedo  boats,  so  as  to  operate  on  them  niorr  or 
h>w  l»efore  we  come  in  c^>nt<ict. 

1^  It  will  K*  an  object  to  draw  them  as  much  as  possible  under  ihc 
fire  of  our  land  Imtteries,  and  to  avoid  exposing  tJu'  monitors  to  their 
hfttteries. 

10.  The  lower  down  the  channel  they  can  tte  dniwn  into  action  tlic 
less  prolMible  it  will  bo  that  any  escape.  If  high  up  and  beaten,  they 
will  find  protection  under  theirowii  land  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
8outh  Carolina. 

11.  When  the  weather  is  bad,  no  monitor  should  remain  in  advance 
of  the  mam  lK>dy,  for  assisUiru-e  !)econies  difHcult  if  ni'cdefl.  and  sig- 
nals by  day  are  not  very  distinguishable,  by  night  Hnpos.*nble. 
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VJ.  Some  of  the  monitors  are  in  need  of  immediate  repair;  one  or 
two  of  these  can  be  put  under  repair.  Fleet  engineer,  now  here,  will 
examine  and  determine  which  these  shall  be.  He  will  also  hring  up 
a  suitable  force  to  do  the  work  with  dispatch,  and  should  be  here  to 
look  after  it  at  least  three  days  in  each  week.  Daily  report  of  all 
work  done  will  be  sent  me  just  as  thev  are  in  Port  Royal. 

13.  IJesidos  the  above,  I  refer  to  the  printed  oi*ders  already  issued 
by  me  for  the  monitoi-s  while  on  duty  here. 

14.  Captain  Scott  will  cause  a  copy  of  the  above  to  be  taken  by  each 
commanoer  of  monitor. 

15.  The  distinguishing  marks  on  the  pipes  of  the  monitors  must  not 
be  changed;  this  has  been  in  some  instances  and  I  am  unable  to  recog- 
nize the  vessels. 

Very  respectfully', 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 


DUlrihutii.n  of  veMeU  of  the  Sovih  Athniic  Blockading  Sqitadrony 

Janum*y  7,  1865. 


Veiwel. 


Station. 


MurreU'fi  Inlet . 

CtMirgctown 

CapoK'tmain... 

Uull'HBHy 

do 

('harleston 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.du. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do . 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do . 
.do . 


CanandalKua 

in> 

*ManKhain 

Cham  wre 

AdgtT 

Wttiuttiitta 

Nll«lf 

Sanford 

Koutli  <^irolliia 

FlRmU'HU 

MciiiidiiH 

I'otoinxkiL 

LHliunuim 

Aiuik>ii 

Swtft  Brier 

I^ttH|»l1•o 

Moiilaiik 

Nahiiiit 

l^ltWHil- 

Naiitncki'l 

lA>hi«h 

Home 

•Brnt-n I do 

•AdaniK 

•Or%i'ttii 

•Sea  Foam 

Uladloluft 

Catal  |iii 

HydranKt'H 

Jonquil 

Geranium 

(tlfander 

rafkill 

•Wanl 

Wis.-Hlii(-kcin 

Mt'DonoiiKli ' dr» 

•SniUh do 

•Wlillaiiw do  

•St.  l»iitH    North  Edlnto 

IVrrv  Dmytnn ' <lo 

Stettin I  St   Helena... 

•Norfolk  I-iM-kfl ...  .do  

♦New  Haniiwiiire i  I'ori  Koyal  . . 

I'hlladelphln ' do 

I'awnee i do 

Arvttintia ' do 

Carnation 

I^rkNimr 

Pi'ttll     

•Huu^htun  


do 

do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

LlRlit-Hoiisenilet. 
Stono 


Remarks. 


No  vetwel. 


Out»ide  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Innide  the  bar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ih). 

I>o. 

D(K 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Repairing. 


I  Tender. 


do 

.do 

do 

do 

•  SaUloc  re 
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DiatribuHon  of  reggeU  of  tlie  SotUh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Jannartf  1,  li<6o-  Con- 
tinued. 


Venel. 


8tAtioD. 


Rc-initrkH. 


Chatham  .... 

f)<Miotiu 

•Racer 

•Thunder 

•Griffith 

•Lightning  .. 

Flag 

•Para 

•Femandina 

Lodoaa  

Saratoga 

AlUmaba 

•Allen 

DaiChing  ... 

•PeiTv 

Norwich 

Hale 


Port  Royal 

Savannah  River 

do , 

do Tender. 

WasDaw  Sound 

do TendtT. 

Omabaw 

do 

St.  Catheriiie'a 

Sapelo 

DoDoy 


Sangamon 

CimaiTon 

Ottawa 

Winona 

Acaria 

Amamntbus 

IriP 

Ounelia 

Clover 

•George  W.  Rodgern 

•BraziJleni 

•Wildcat 

•??wHt j do 

•Valparaiso | do 

Mingoe 

Funtiac 

riaffodil 

r>andelion 

Harvest  Moon 

•Blunt 

•Hope 


St.  Simon's 

St.  Andrew's 

Femandina 

St.  John's 

....do 

Mosquito  [Inlet] 

Port  Royal 

do 


do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


•Sjiiling  vcsswls. 


Xo  vessel. 
Ucpairing. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Tender. 

Do. 
Hulk. 
Expedition,  BnMd  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Special  duly. 

Do. 

I)o. 


.loiIN    A.    DAHHiUKN, 

Utar-Adnifi'fil^   Comd^j.  Sindh  Aihmilr  BlorhnltiKj  SijiKnlron. 


Of<I(^'  of  Itt'(tr-A(1nt'n'til   Dahhjn'i}^   J\    S.    X«irif^    fn   Arfhxj    ^losfrr 
HffircrK.  U.  S.  Novy^  to  t/SKUHtf  r(Hinr(tH(i  ttf  (',   .S.  sr/iotmt'r  JiIuh'k 

FlAO-StEAMKU    I'llILAUKLVHlA, 

Port  Royal  I/<if'h»i\  S.  <',  Jainnn'ij  I.  iSfUl. 
.Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  V .  S.  S.  ('huorron  and  will 
ii.«siiine  the  command  of  the  C  S.  schooner  Jhunx  S.  Vhttmh.  i-^. 

You  will  carry  into  execution  any  orders  which   may   have   been 
addres.'^ed  to  Acting  Master  Watson  and  are  not  fulfilled. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiilghkn, 
Rf (If- Admiral^  Omid<j.  South  Atlantn-  Jihul-adintj  S'ju<uh-o,i. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  J-*.  Bowkks, 

U.  fS.  -!>'.  Chmivron. 


15fi  rtOI^TH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    fiQUADBON. 

ifi'ih  I'  4>f  thr  Sfrrt'tary  of  tJw  N^nvy  to  the  ciHunmndiiut^  nary  yitrd^ 
PhUmi*lphUi^foi'tht'jitth\<joftheU.  S.  A'.  Doneffot, 

Navy  Department,  Janumy  J^  LSOo. 
Sik:  Have  the  Domytii  fitted  with  a  light  biittery,  without  altering 
hor  [irrsont  arnmgoinont  of  quarters,  and  direct  her  to  proceed  to  Port 
Utnal  and  roiH)rt  to  Kcar-Admii-al  Dahlgren  for  duty.  She  is  to 
relieve  tlie  Situth  Caiitthm^  which  vessel  Admiral  Dahlgren  has  been 
iiistrut-tod  to  siMid  to  Philadelphia,  where  she  will  l>e  fitted  as  a  trans- 
lH>rt  antl  supply  vessel. 

Very  lYsiKvtfuUy,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

SeCi'i'toi'y  of  the  Navy. 
(\»nun»xiore  J.  H.  Hill, 

i\nitmniuhi}it  Sttey  lltrtf^  J^hihidetphm. 


Oitf'f  of  lit  ar- Ad  mi  if  1 1  DtthJgrvu^  I',  S.  Shvy^  to  Lieutenant-Com- 
ito'udt  r  Chiipiih^  ('.  S,  Xanf^  fitr  d  t'eetynnoinxaure  in  S(.  Jlttena 
Sotttui. 

KlAU-I^EAMER    PlIILADELnilA. 
SfU'tiiiH'th  Iiieri\  Jiintiaey  4^  IHOo, 
Sir:  You  will  protred  without  delay  to  St.  Helena,  [S.  C],  with  the 
vessel  untler  your  conunand,  and  when  there  will  lose  no  time  in  exam- 
.ining  hy  scouting  the  relK'l  posititm  ami  ascertain  how  you  can  com- 
mtuiicate  with  and  assist  the  oix'ralionsof  the  araiy. 
Veiy  ivsiMM't fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahuirkn, 
/ifiir-Admittd,  Coindy.  South  Atlautie  BlmkiuUng  Squadrfm. 

l.icutcnant-CVnnnmndcr  J.  Chai'LIN. 

Cfumiitnidiuy  l\  S.  S.  Ihii  Chiug. 


fC^/'^'f'  •'/'  lif'tr-Aihitind  Ihihlgt't u^  I'.  S.  JTin'y^  ftyottfiny  ft/ndifion 
fTirr^iit/'.t  m  ittid  tdHmt  Sitt*tnnofh. 

No,   *vl  Ku\U-StEAMER    PuiLADELPmA, 

Stemttoih  Rir,t\  Jtitttttiry  4'  ^•'^0/i. 

Sik:  I  have  already  apprisetl  the  lV|i;irtment  that  the  anny  of  Geu- 
cihI  Shonuun  *H*cupitHl  the  city  of  Savannah  on  the  :!lst  l>eceml)er. 

t'fu'  relvl  army,  hardly  res^KH'tablc  in  niuul)ers  or  condition, 
^vvva^K'd  h\  ci\»ssing  the  river  and  taking  the  Union  Causeway  towanl 
lIk'  , Savannah  and  OharlestonJ  liailriKid. 

I  ha\e  walked  alnuit  the  citv  several  times,  and  can  affirm  that  its 
uannuillity  is  undisturbwl.  The  I'nion  soldiers,  who  are  stationed 
tw,!iiu  its  limits,  are  as  orderly  as  if  they  weiv  in  New  York  or 

\\w  vv'-^^'Uuions  heivwith  enclosed,  |i;\ssod  by  a  meeting  of  citizens 

»'ii  the  'Mliwit  which  the  mayor presidtni.  are  nt>t  exceeded  in  interest 

'■>    t.u     iiiiiiat  pi\KVt\Ungs,  ami  may  1h^  atvcptod  as  a  true  sjimple  of 

lite    iKiitiu-ta  \\hich  is  K'ginning  to  exhibit  itself,  and  it   is  to  Ih" 

u'js.l   kvilt  »\Miuuuc  to  do  si>  whenever  any  ]v»ri ion  of  the  jHM^ple  of 

»«iA';i;  .»  tu  |vtuutlcvt  to  exinvss  iheir  ival  MMitinicnts. 

*\ts     !U^i  vi  the  march  of  (.leneral  Sherman  thrvniiyh  (leorgia  has 

.ii.j\  lUv  iw'ple  that  their  ci>siuhtv  has  Invn  im|H>stxl  on 

•^    liw  '\  .;i^  v^*vu^'H.>  ot  the  ivlvl  <5overnmont,  atttrming  the  iiiabil- 
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ty  of  tho  rniUnl  Stat-es  Government  to  \viUi.staml  tbo  armies  of  rebel- 
doni-  They  have  seen  the  old  tlujf  of  the  I'niti^d  States  curried  by  its 
viotorious  [prions  throug^h  tlieir  StiiU»  ulmu.st  unop|Ki.scd  and  pliuiHl 
in  their  principal  city  without  a  blow. 

Since  tne<K^'U|}Hli(Mi  of  thecity,  (ienenil  Sherman  lian  Ix'en  oct^upied 
in  miikini^  arrant.a'ment.s  for  its  ^jccurit^-  after  he  leave:*  it  for  the 
nian*h  that  he  nu-dilatej«. 

My  attention  hiis  i>een  directed  to  such  measures  of  cooperation  as 
the  number  and  tjuaUtv  of  my  force  j>ermit8. 

On  the  Sid  I  arrivofi  here  ^rom  Cnarleston,  whither,  ft.s  I  stated  in 
my  (li.^p:tlch  of  li'.Uh  December.  ]  had  gone  in  eonsenuence  of  infor- 
mation from  the  .seni(»r  oth'cer  there,  that  the  rel>elH  contemphited 
i.ssiiini/  fmtn  tlie  harbor,  and  Iii.s  request  for  mv  pretienee. 

Having  phiced  a  force  there  of  seven  monitoi't'.  wullicient  to  meet 
such  an  enierjj^i'ncy,  and  iH)t  pereeivinjj  any  nij^n  of  the  ex]>eiteti  mid, 
I  i-ctnrned  to  Suvaniiah  to  keep  ir»  coumiunicution  with  (ienei-al  Sher- 
man and  1h!  ri'ady  to  render  any  assistance  that  mij>;ht  Iki  f!e*iired. 

Oemirul  Sherman  ha.-*  full^'  infornn'd  n»e  of  his  |)Uins,  and  so  far  as 
my  means  |xM'niit,  they  shall  not  lack  assistance  hy  water. 

On  the  3d  the  transfer  of  the  right  winff  to  iVau fort  was  begun, 
and  the  only  suita))le  vessel  I  had  at  nand  (the  //nrrtMf  Af(ion)  was  sent 
to  Thunderl»oIt  ta  re<'eive  the  first  emlmrkation.  This  took  place 
about  3  p.  m.  and  was  witnessed  by  (leneiid  Sherman,  (ienenil  I5ar- 
nard  (l'.  S.  Engineers)  and  myself.  The  i*<mtittc  is  ordered  around 
to  a.sHist.  and  the  army  tranuportM  also  followed  the  lirnt  move  by  the 

I  could  not  help  remarking  on  the  unbroken  silence  that  prevailed 
in  the  laige  array  of  troops;  not  a  voice  was  to  l>e  hearti  a«  they 
gathered  in  masses  on  the  blutf  to  hx>k  at  the  veaMolK.  The  notes  of  a 
nolitjiry  bugle  alone  came  from  their  mid^t. 

General  liarnard  nnide  a  brief  visit  to  one  of  the  i-ebel  workw  (Cans- 
ton's  Bluff)  that  dominated  this  water  course,  the  best  approach  of  the 
kind  to  Savannah. 

I  ani  collecting  data  that  will  fully  exhibit  to  the  Oejmrtment  the 
powerful  charaiier  of  the  defenses  of  the  city  and  itw  approaches. 

General  Shemiun  will  not  retain  the  extended  limitij  tney  embrace, 
but  will  coutnu't  the  line  very  nuich. 

(leneral  Foster  still  htdds  the  position  near  the  Tiilifinny:  with  his 
concurrenct*  I  have  detached  the  fl«*ct  brigade,  and  the  men  belonging 
to  it  have  returned  to  their  vessels. 

The  excellent  service  iMirformed  by  this  detachment  has  fully  real- 
ized my  wishes  and  exempHHed  the  efHciency  of  the  orguniwition, 
infantry  and  light  artillery  handled  as  skirmishers.  The  Lowltzer.s 
were  always  landed  as  quickly  as  the  men.  and  were  brought  into 
action  Iwfore  the  light  pieces  of  the  land  service  could  be  got  ashoi-e. 

I  n.'gn»t  very  much  that  the  redueetl  complements  of  the  veSHcIa 
nrevent  nte  frtnn  maintaining  the  force  in  constant  nrgaiiizatlon. 
NVith  3<MJ  more  marines  and  5ho  seamen  I  could  frequently  o|)i'i*ate  to 
^i-eat  advantage  at  the  i)resent  time,  when  the  attention  of  the  rebels 
Ls  iso  engi*os.sed  by  (Jenenil  Sherman. 

It  IS  said  that  they  have  a  force  at  I  lardeeyille,  the  pickets  of  which 
were  retained  on  tlie  Union  Causeway  until  a  few  clays  since,  when 
0Oiu«  of  our  troops  crossed  the  river  and  pushed  them  back.  Concur- 
rently with  this  I  caubcd  the  Stnumni  to  anchor  so  as  to  sweep  the 
Ifround  in  the  dii-ection  of  the  causeway. 


din'rtion  must  bo  diH'idctl  more  or  [ghh  by  cireimi.stnncpH  wliirh  it  iimy 
not  lie  possible  to  forc.**ee. 

My  cooperation  will  be  confint^d  to  assistftiiot?  in  iittackiiig  Charleston 
or  in  ostiibliHhirig  cominuTiiciiticm  at  (ieorgetowii  in  oiso  the  nvmy 
\ms\wA  on  without  attiu'king  Oharloston,  imtl  tinui  alone  will  show 
which  of  these  will  eventuate. 

The  weather  of  the  winter,  firHt,  and  the  condition  of  the  ground  in 
the  .sprinjf,  would  permit  little  ii(lvHntft*je  to  Iw  derived  from  the 
pn^senre  of  the  army  at  Kielinmnd  unlit  llie  middle  of  May.  So  that 
General  Sherman  hut*  no  reiiHon  to  move  in  haste,  but  can  ehoose  such 
objects  as  he  prefci-s,  and  take  aa  much  time  as  their  attainment  may 
denmnd. 

The  Department  will  learn  the  objects  in  vi{!W  of  General  Sherman 
more  pnciselv  from  a  letter  addresse<l  by  him  to  General  Halleck, 
whirh  he  read  to  uie  a  few  days  since. 

I  huN'e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yotxr  obedient  servant, 

pI.  a.  Dahlokkn, 
Jufir'Adrnird/^  Comdfj.  South  Atlanilc  Blockading  Squadron, 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmry, 

[Em-lfwuro.] 
Prom  the  Samnnah  lirimNinin,  lirtxmOer  89,  1S64- 

Pursuant  to  a  call  of  Mayor  Arnold,  a  lar^-  meeting  of  influential 
citizens  v,-a.h  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall  at  12  ui.  yesterday  for  the  pur- 
iKtse  of  takmji^  intfu-onsidenition  "matters  relatiufr  to  the  present  and 
future  welfare  of  the  city.'' 

On  motion.  Dr.  Arnold  wa^  unanimously-  called  to  the  chair,  and 
addressed  the  meeting  as  follows: 

Feltow-cilij'.enj*  of  Sav»nnali:  At  thi^  reqne**!  of  ihe  al'Iermen  of  th^  rlty  of  Savan- 
1111)1  ami  H  larvti  imnilicro/  the  citiKcnm,  I  have  t-onvcucd  you  tojietluT  lliis  day  fur  you 
to  Kiv«M'Xprnf«i<»a  to  your  vicwuaiiH  c*-ntinientj<  in  the  tryinjf  stAtoof  affiiiiN  in  whii^h 
you  an.'  imw  plrti^Ml,  M  in  for  iik  no  lonctr  a  fri«iH.  Thf  erisiiii  i>t  paxi,  ami  il  in  for 
you  lo  decide  upon  the  particular  line  of  action  each  and  all  of  you  may  dotcrmine 
to  pursue. 

Our  action  ij*  U*  lie  dctenained  solely  l»y  our  situaliun,  us  we  have  no  authority  or 
power  to  »peuk  for  otherH  outi-ide  of  our  limits.  But  we  are  the  judges  of  oar  own 
(4ituation,  can  (-peak  for  oufvelvec,  and  ought  so  to  do,  hy  all  the  wnsideratioiiB  of 
prudf'nce.  and.  I  wilt  say,  i-oiumon  sense  and  humanity,  to  mitigate,  ii  we  can,  the 
effects  of  the  heti\y  Mow  which  haa  fallen  iipiiti  im. 

Our  <-ity  ront;LinM  2l},0*)0  iiihabitimtt*,  without  foo«i,  without  fuel,  without  any 
rftnninenitive  industrial  pnr^uitji,  witliniit  any  phu-e  of  refuse,  rut  off  from  all  con- 
nection wilh  the  rounlrj*.     The  heart  t'iekenn  at  the  pietnm  thuH  prej«ente<i. 

It  Ik  our  (iuty  to  mitigate,  iw  we  ran  not  avert,  the  terrihlc  suffenng  by  all  the 
meaat^  which  reai>on  ajul  i-onniu>]i  Henrn'  may  dictate,  n^gardtts^H  of  all  uhHtrai-t  views. 
I  have  weiglie^l  the  [nalt<T  anxiously  and  have  arrived  at  a  posilive  eoneliwujn  that 
liier*'  is*  hut  i«ne  i-our^e  10  luintue.  Rut  il  is  not  my  province  at  calliti^  the  meeting 
lo  say  more  at  pnwril.  ^\  hen  the  city  wsw  taken,  thnnigh  nie,  an  chief  niagii^trate, 
you  asked  protection.  Yon  all  know'that  it  was  gran  I  e<  I  lo  yon,  ami  we  all  feel 
fleeply  indented  to  UritirRdier-tieueral  (tmry  for  his  conduct  as  eoininandant  of  tbtu 
city,  tiaviui;  convetie*!  voii  and  exprewed,  iu  part,  my  views,  it  reiuaiaa  for  you  to 
a|)[K>iat  a  ehainuau  of  thla  tneeling. 
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A.  S.  Hnrtridjife  ami  Kol)ert  Erwin  weif  apjiointod  sivn^tark's. 

The  foUdwing^  j^entlfiiifn  wtMo  nm)<>in(c'a  i\  roinniittfe  lo  report 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  meeting'.  \  iz,  Colonel  Koek- 
well,  Aldenimn  Lippnmn,  !'>,  Willin,  Alderamn  Villiilonjjfa.  Murtin 
Dug>fftn,  J.  (r.  Millis,  W.  D.  Weetl,  AUleiwan  LiichliMni,  iiiid  Alder- 
man 0*Ryriie,  and,  after  a  l»rief  absenee,  roi^orled  the  followiiij/ 
resolutions,  whirh  were  uiirtniinously  adopted: 

WhcTvao,  tiy  the  fttrtiitia**  'if  war  um)  the  nurn'mlvr  ol  thi-  rily  hy  tin-  i-ivil  anthnr- 
itU*.  Sttvannuh  J'«w«t>  oikv  n^ore  tinder  tin*  niitliorilv  of  the  I'liitwi  StiiU*;  hikI, 
wbertw.  we  l>olievc  that  ihc  interosta  nf  the  city  will  Ik?  )ie*t  suh^rvLil  anH  ^tm- 
inott><l  by  a  full  and  ftveexprv^i"!)  of  our  viewH  in  relHlioit  to  i>ur  nrvM'iit  c<>iiilitio», 
we,  therefore,  the  people  of  Savanimli,  in  fnl)  niootiiij?  aswiiilihvl,  il<i  horeliy  rowilve: 

lilt.  That  we  a<*et'pt  the  [Ktsitinnaiiti  in  t!ie  lanuiia^reof  thf  Presidenl  nf  (lie  I'tiited 
Statw,  Bwk  ii>  have  "peace  by  layirifr  down  our  nnn«iantl  Htibiniltin^  to  the  national 
aathority  under  theComttitation."  "leaving nil  ((uesUons  which  reniuin  to  Iveadjuitted 
by  the  iieai-efiil  nieanit  of  le^Hlation,  eonferenee,  and  votes." 

'2d.  That,  layinga-iide  all  difleroneo!^,  and  bnryinjr  bvgr.ni^  in  the  crave  of  the  past, 
we  will  ns4*(nir  Ih***!  ernleuviirHiiiuTmore  tn  brin^r  iMH.'k  the  pri»>i»erily  and  coniniert'e 
we  once  enjuyeil. 

3d.  That  WD  do  not  put  ourselvcfl  in  the  popition  of  a  i^uqiierwl  eily,  asking  tenns 
of  conijneror,  Imt  we  eiaini  the  inuiiunilitw  and  privilej^vH  containetl  in  the  nrru'luma- 
tion  and  mewiagetif  the  President  of  the  United  Statej».  and  in  all  the  le^riNlatton  o( 
Congrps*  in  reierenee  to  a  fioople  8iTnate«i  a-s  we  are,  and  while  we  owe  on  our  part  a 
strict  obe«!ienee  to  the  laws  of  the  t'niteil  State?,  we  ask  the  protection  over  our  [ler- 
Mfns,  live*»,  and  pro|K'rtv,  rec«^nii!e<I  by  tJiew  laws. 

4tli.  That  we  respwtfiilly  reijucft  bis  Fxi'ellenev  the  governor  tjieall  a  eonvention 
of  the  people  of  lltYtrKia,  by  any  conMitutional  means  in  hix  |>ower,  to  (five  tlu-ni  an 
opjiortunity  t)f  voting  upon  the  (jiiwlioii  whether  they  wi>'h  the  war  iHjtwtH^n  the  two 
swtiona  of  the  connlry  ta  n^ntinue. 

5th.  That  Major-General  Shennan,  bavine  place<!  aa  military  tv>inmander  of  tbiw 
iMict  Bri|{«<iier-*,Jeneral  Geary,  wlio  hn»«,  bv  biH  urbanity  oi*  a  jjenllemau  and  liia  uni- 
lortn  kinrlne^a  to  oiir  citizens,  done  all  in  his  jtower  to  proleet  them  and  their  f>r(tp- 
erty  from  iueult  and  injnrj',  it  is  the  nnaniinous  desire  of  uU  present  ti;at  he  lie 
allowed  to  remain  in  hi«  iirewnt  jiOHilion,  and  tltat,  for  the  reAj*>n  abnvR  staled,  tlie 
thanVf«of  tlieeiti/eimarc  fiendiy  tendered  I4.  bim  and  theoftiferv"  nntler  hin  i-oinmand, 

6tb.  That  an  otbcial  ropy '■[  these  res'ilutionx  Iwsent  tti  the  President  of  the  I'niled 
8tate«,'  the  (fovernor  of  Liei^tr^ia,  iieneral  Sherman,  and  to  each  [uf]  the  inuyum  of 
Augu^  Columbus,  Maeon,  and  Atlanta. 

Tlie  seeretnries  wero  directed   to  fiirnisli  Hri^mdier-Ciem*ml  Geufv 
with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions. 
Od  motion,  the  meetinjf  was  adjourned. 

RiciiAKti  P.  Arnold, 

C/ifirrman, 
A.  S.  HAimtnwK, 
KOBKKT  EuwiN, 


It<yxfrt  of  Reor-Admlral  Dahlgnm.,  U.  S*  ^avy,  firntHirdlng  sfaU- 
mt'ufit  of  deserters  regardhuf  the  Cmifed^fi^aU  teorks  on  Su/lhmn^ft 
hland. 

Flag-Steameti  Pnn^4DEi,PHiA, 
Sitrnnrt/tA  /i/'rfi\  Janunrtj  .^,  J866. 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  De|Mirtineiit  a  copy  of  a 
paper*  juM  received  from  the  headquarters  on  Morns  Islnnn.  con- 
taining the  statements  of  doserters  in   repird   to  the   rebel  works  on 
iSuUi\'8n's  Island  and  their  armaments. 


"Omluctl  ah  nt>t  necoMnry  to  puMtati. 


160 


SOUTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


The  following  abstract  exhibits  a  comparison  of   this,  with   the 
statement  which  I  forwarded  to  the  Department  19th  October  la^t: 


Name  of  work)'. 

Bee 

Marion 

Moultrie 

Rntledge 

Mortiir  Battery  No.l  .. 

Mortar  Battery  No.2  .. 
Beaurcganl 


0I<1  account  Oct.  19,  I8G4. 


I  Number 
of  guns. 


Xl-inch , 

Vni  and  X  inch  , 


Harahall  . 


Between    Beiiuregnrd 
and  Marshall. 


Not  known , 

Cannon,  caliber  not  known, 


10-inch  rifle 

X-inch  aniooth 

Vni-lnch  mnooth  . 

Not  known , 

M'lrtara 

Mortam 

7-inch  rifle 

Vlll-inch  howitzer. 
Other  cannon 

Vlll-inch  nmooth  . 

32-pounder  rifle 

Small  guns 


Four  small  batteries  of  2  32- 
pounderx  ench. 


New  account  Dec.  27,  lRfi4. 


Number 
of  guntt. 


lO-inch  rifle 

X-inch  smooth 

XMnch 

X-lnch  Hmooth 

Wnch  rifle 

Brooke  riflefi 

X-lnch  smooth 

H-Inch  rifle 

Vlll-Inch  smooth 

82-p4>tin<ler  rifle 

82-pounder  smootti 

X-inch  smooth 

10-inch  rifle 

X-inch  mortars 

X-inch  mortars 

X-lnch  neacoast 

24-pounder  rifle 

X-inch  iteaeoattt 

Vril-tnch 

X-inoh  smooth 

VIIMnch  smooth 

7-inch  rifle 

Vlll-lnch  howitEer 

S2-pounder  rifle 

24-pounder 

VIIMnch  smooth 

7-inch  rifle 

6-inch  rifle 

Vlll-inch  shell  guns 

V-Inch 

24-pounder 

Small  guns 

Fonr  2-gun    batteries.  24' 
iwunders 
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The  Department  will  perceive  that  these  two  accounts  agree  sub- 
stantially in  an  aggregate  of  more  than  50  cannon,  the  principal 
difference  being  that,  in  the  former  account,  the  forces  of  Moultrie 
and  Marion  are  blended,  while  in  the  recent  statement  they  are 
separated. 

The  entire  metal  bearing  on  vessels  from  Sullivan's  Island  will  be: 
Colunibiads,  2  10-inch  rifled,  15  X-inch  smooth,  2  8-inch  rifled, 
3  Vlll-inch  smooth— 22.  Five  7-inch  rifles  (Brooke),  1  Xl-inch 
Dahlgren,  2  32-ix>under  rifles,  8  mortars;  total,  38  heavy  pieces. 

The  most  [>owerful  concentration  is  Battery  Bee,  and  its  obvious 

gurposc  is  to  l»ear  on  the  starboard  Quarters  of  vessels  that  have  passed 
umtor  and  are  keeping  away  for  tort  Johnson. 
In  the  batteries  about  Savannah,  there  are  found  more  heavj^  cannon 
than  were  reported  by  deserters  and  others. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Hear- Admiral^  Ormdg.  South  Atlantic  Bhckadlng  Squadron . 

Hon.  Ctideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nwmf, 
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Orderofihti  Sti-nUtrj  of  (he  Nai*ij  f*>  ComnuiU'/rr  Stnnly^  If.  A  iV^vy, 
o>fit  mffnding  U.  S,  S.  StaU'  of  Ocvrgia, 

NAVk'  I^EPARTMENT,  Jonuary  7,  186/). 
Sra:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 
nnti  rppoit  to  Itpftr-Aclmira!  John  A.  Ehihlgren  for  duty  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockiidinjr  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secrtitory  of  the  Na^oy^ 
Coaiiuander  Fabicb  Stanlt, 

Cotmnanding  U.  S,  S.  StaU-  of  Georgia^  Nete  York* 


Report  of  lit^r- Admiral  Da fdgren^  U.  S.  ^ovy^  of  fha  arriijal  at  Jhrt 
Royal  of  the  U,  S.  S,  Wando. 

Ko  12.]  FlaO-StEAMER   PuiLADELPmA, 

Savtttihii/f  R/ver^  JaiHt'iry  7,  lS6o» 
Sik:  I  hftvo  to  announce  to  the  Department  that  the  U.  8.  S.  Wando^ 
Acting  Majiter  Frederick  T.  King,  commanding,  arrived  in  the  haH>or 
of  Port  Royal  on  tlie  nth  January,  instant,  pur?<uant  to  orders  from 
Kejir-Admiral  Stringhani. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  her  commanding  oilicer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reripectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahuikkn, 
Rf'fn'-Admt'raK  C<fmdg,  S<mth  Ati^antic  Bl'/ck4jding  Sguadrofi, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^ocrefary  of  the  Nmyy, 


Rrj^rrt  of  RMr-Admu^il  Daldgrtyn^  TT»  8.  Navy^  transmitting  i^er 
from  Major-General  Sherman,  IL  S.  Army,  regarding  j?roposed 
ojwratiuns^ 

No.  16.]  Flao-Stkamer  Philadelphia, 

Savannoh  Rirer^  Oo.j  January  7,  lS6o. 

Sir:  I  enclose  extract  of  a  note  to  nie  from  Genera!  Sherman,  which 
will  advise  the  Department  of  the  late^st  information  which  I  have  in 
rfgard  to(ieneral  Slierman's  nioveuient«. 

rht'  jKKsitions  whirh  the  army  (HMtupicM,  or  is  moving  to  wcupy,  are 
two  corp;*  at  Savannah,  two  at  Port  Iloyfil  Ferry.  General  toster's 
forcoss  (5,iMJ0)  at  the  Tulilinny,  and  a  regiment  at  lioyd's  Neck. 

I  presume  the  lirst  point  when*  the  two  wingn  front  Savannah  and 
P<irt  Koyal  Frrry  will  mc»'t  will  Ijo  at  Bnuuhvillc,  and  the  march 
thence  to  Florence  and  8<>  on.  following  the  niilnmd. 

I  have  no  expectations  that  an  uttiiok  oa  C'liarlcston  is  embraced  in 
Uiib  plan,  a.**  Gencml  Shcnmm  has  uot  suggested  any  an-angementi*  for 
a  cuo[H>ration  with  tho  Navy. 

At  the  same  time  the  circumstances  might  detennine  the  General  to 
an  operation. 
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Whatever  forces  the  rebels  have  been  able  to  oollect  in  this  quarter 
are,  no  doubt,  posted  in  the  direction  of  Charleston,  prepared  to 
occupy  the  city  or  otherwise,  according  to  its  strength.  It  can  not  be 
sufficient  to  stand  right  in  the  way  of  our  array,  but  may  operate  on 
its  flanks  and  rear  as  the  opportunity  may  offer. 

It  will  always  l>e  convenient  for  General  Sherman  to  attack  Charles- 
ton until  he  passes  the  Santee;  after  that  the  swampy  land  would 
interfere. 

Charleston  l>eing  left  behind,  there  remains  but  a  single  occasion 
when  the  army  may  communicate  with  the  squadron,  that  is  by  way 
of  the  Santee  or  Georgetown;  and  I  shall  hardly  look  for  this  except 
as  an  incident  from  the  extension  of  the  foragers  on  the  right  wing,  as 
it  would  be  very  little  further  to  communicate  with  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  at  Wilmington  and  convenient  to  the  forward  march  of  the 
army. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  conclusion  is  forced  on  me  that  the 
work  marked  out  here  will  not  include  Charleston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahi/jeen, 
Rear- Admiral,  C'omdif.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadro7i. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[EuoloHUre.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  7,  1866, 
Dear  Admiral:  The  letter  you  send  me  is  from  Admiral  Porter,  at 
Beaufort,  N.  C.  I  am  not  certain  that  there  is  a  vessel  in  Port  Royal 
from  Admiral  Porter,  or  I  would  write  him.  If  there  be  one  to 
return  to  him  I  beg  you  to  send  this,  with  a'request  that  I  be  advised 
as  early  as  possible  as  to  the  condition  of  the  railroad  from  Beaufort, 
N.  C,  back  to  New  Berne,  and  so  on,  toward  Goldsboro;  also  all  maps 
and  information  of  the  country  above  New  Berne;  how  many  cars  and 
locomotives  are  available  to  us  on  that  road;  whether  there  is  ^ood 
navigation  from  Beaufort,  N.  C,  via  Pamlico  Sound,  up  Neuse  River, 
etc.  I  want  Admiral  Porter  to  know  that  I  expect  to  be  ready  to 
move  about  the  15th;  that  I  have  one  head  of  column  across  Savannah 
River  at  this  point;  will  soon  have  another  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  and 
expect  to  make  another  crossing  at  Sister's  Ferry.  I  still  adhere  to 
my  plan  submitted  to  General  Grant,  and  only  await  provisions  and 
forage. 

The  more  I  think  of  the  affair  at  Wilmington  the  more  I  feel  ashamed 
of  the  army  there;  but  Butler  is  at  fault,  and  he  alone.  Admiral 
Porter  fulfilled  his  share  to  admiration.  1  think  the  admiral  will  feel 
more  confidence  in  my  troops,  as  he  saw  us  carry  points  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi where  he  had  silenced  the  fire.  All  will  turn  out  for  the 
best  yet, 

1  am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  General. 
Admiral  Dahloren, 

Savannah  River, 
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Stpofi  of  Rmr- Admiral  DnM^nn^  V.  S.  Nary,  rf.gnrdin<j  imrfouti 
ffiOtttTS  ct^fntectffti  -ttjith  the  evaotutti^i  of  Scmtnnah, 

No.  15.]  FLAfi-SXEAMKR   PniLADET.PHIA, 

Sarntimih  Nlvei\  Jitnuary  8y  1865. 

Sir:  Among  the  uHu'Iop  found  hore  after  our  troojw  entered  was  a 

torpedo  ^kmiI,  which  I  have  received  from  Gonenil  Shernmn  and  wint 

to  Vort  Roval.     As  yet  it  is  only  the  unfinished  wotxlcn  .shell;    no 

maefainery  was  found  about  the  phice,  but  may  be  amoug  some  that 

^Ijas  thrown  overboard. 

There  is  also  another  torpedo  boat  iu  thu  yard  of  the  builder,  n<tt 
fiau^he<).  whirh  I  may  be  able  to  secure. 

S*iriic  dmwiiigs  and  mo<lols  were  found  in  the  shipvard  svhere  the 
tor|M'do  lx»at,s  weiv  built,  of  torpedo  IkmiIs  and  irom-ladH,  which  will 
hardly  be  ronsidon*d  a.s  au  acctr.ssion  to  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  our 
builders.     1  transmit  them,  however. 

When  the  reliels  evacuated,  the  fort*i,  Hosedow  and  IJeaulicu,  on  the 
Ogeechee  and  Vernon  rivers,  were  occupied  by  the  Soimma\  men, 
and  were  afterwards  turned  over  to  General  Shemiau,  at  his  retjuest, 
as  he  desired  to  dismanth'  tbom. 

Among  articles  of  private  property  abandoned  in  the  neierhborhood, 
>viiH  a  lot  of  silver  niate,  which  was  taken  to  the  iSn/tomtt.  Iwill  direct 
it  t«>  U»  transferred  to  the  six-cial  afrciit  of  the  Treasury,  as  required 
by  law. 

A  party  from  the  squadron  has  been  at  work  endeavoring  to  clear 
the  oWructions  from  the  South  Channel,  which  has  the  deepest  water, 
and  iHmni'cts  with  St.  Augustine  Creek, 

A  steam  tug,  with  the  divers  and  Ixiats  with  men  from  the  vessels 
pri'sont,  have  only  been  able  to  clear  a  pasv^go  of  75  to  100  feet, 
though  they  have  worked  haitl  for  a  week.  Vex*y  little  idea  can  bo 
formed  of  this  l>arnor  without  examining  it, 

S<j  far  as  the  ctnunmnicAtion  by  water  is  (loncemcd,  1  am  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  the  best  channel  to  the  city  by  the  Savannah  Jliver 
U  through  the  North  Channel.  But  that  more  water  (not  leas  than  10 
feet  at  low  water)  (Min  be  had  by  catering  Wassaw,  going  up  Wilming- 
ton Kiver  and  St.  Augustine  Creek,  into  the  South  (.'baniiel. 

Probably  the  true  coui*8e  would  be  to  Ituild  a  wharf  at  Thunderbolt, 
when<'e  a  railroad  of  li  miles  would  rea<h  the  city,  10^  miles  by  water. 

The-ie  are  questions  which  tlu^  mercantile  comnmuity  will  best  solve 
by  the  sun^"  test  of  profit  antl  loss. 

'  iJul  the  United  States  has  also  an  interest  in  the  matter,  because  the 
defenses  of  the  city  lie  alonjr  Wilmington  Kiver  and  St.  Augustine 
Creeks  and  thi*  channel  should  therefore  be  marked  so  that  it  can  be 
day  or  night. 
I'have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol»edient  servant, 

,I.*A.  Daulghkn, 
Rf^r-Admirai^  Camdg.  South  AfJanfw  Jiht^hidimj  tSqiuid-ron, 

Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nofvy. 
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Inst/ructionN  fnmi  Riytr- Admiral  DnhifjTfTi^  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Li^ntcnanf- 
Comman^tn'  Scott^  V.  S.  Nary^  rer/ardim/  ({fairs  hi  SaiHuniah 
River. 

Plao-Steamkk  Phitudelphu, 

Soi^diinnh  Jdirt-r,  -Antu/irt/  «¥,  1865, 

Sir:  The  senior  oflicor  ftt  tliis  plar-e  will  he  careful  to  kceji  in  coni- 
miinication  with  the  niilit'irv  iiiitnoritM'^  Htid  rcmU'i*  nil  the  aid  in  his 
power  to  facili'ate  the  mifitary  operations,  keeping  lue  advised  of 
iinportAiit  eventii  as  they  occur,  ana  of  the  ordinary  course  of  things^ 
once  a  week. 

The  tor|)edo  boat  in  tlic  yard  is  to  ho.  launched  when  fit,  and,  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  traasferred  to  the  naval  commandant  at  Port 
Ro\'al. 

The  divers  will  work  at  the  obstnictionn  in  the  South  Channel  (the 
North  is  .said  Ut  he  under  contract)  and  at  the  raising  of  (h<'  stcjim 
machinery  of  the  torpedo  lx>ats,  reported  to  have  been  sunk  off  the 
wharf. 

You  can  conununicate  with  the  quartermaster  on  shore  rejjardinp 
the  obstructioHH  in  the  North  Channel,  and  should  he  ask  for  any 
assistance  with  them,  the  divers  may  aid  him  when  they  can  be  spared 
for  the  purpose. 

The  scnws,  and  whatever  other  article-s  you  may  pick  up.  which  are 
of  use  vou  will  take  good  care  of,  and,  when  not  further  required 
here,  will  be  sent  to  Port  Uoyal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlorev, 
Rear-Admiral^  (hmd//.  South  Atlantic,  Blockading  Sij^tadroti. 

Lieutenant-C<m)maDder  Robt.  VV.  Scott, 

Ootnmanding  U.  S.  K  St/twma, 


Order   of  Rmr- Admiral    Pa/d^nii,    U,    S.    Navy,   to    Commands 
Willi^tninony  W,  S.  Nary^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag. 

Flag-Steamkr  Philadelphia, 

Savannah  Rivfr,  Janvartj  S,  lS6o. 

Sir:  I  have  been  requested  to  have  forwarded  to  Port  Royal  the 
small  boat  in  whi(  b  ('aptain  Duncan  came  down  the  Ogeechee. 

You  will  put  it  on  board  the  Dafodil  for  that  pur^KKse,  and  give  all 
necessary  dircctimis  for  its  bring  well  taken  care  of. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  lebel  pirate.  Shmandoa/t,  chased,  the  Fulton 
off  Charleston.  You  will  ciniise  for  a  while  ouUide,  between  Tybeo 
and  St.  Catherine's,  overhauling  any  suspicious  vesse]  that  comes  in 
sight.      Direi't  the  Lodona.  when  her  sU'ani   is  ready,  to  do  the  same 

tfrom  St.  Catherine's  to  St.  Simon's. 
The  boat  is  to  bedii-eeted  to  First  Lieutenant  .1.  K.  Sprague,  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Hilton  Head,  to  be  forwarded  to  Wash- 
ington. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 
J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockmllng  Squadrtm. 
Commander  J.  C.  "Williamson, 
Vutiunandintj  Ut  S,  S,  FUi<j. 
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B^port-  of  Rtxir-Adniiriil  Dtj/t/^rt^u^  IT.  S.  Naot/^  rttfardtuy  the  arri/vtU 

of.  Port  Ruyni,  S.  C\,  u/t/i^  r.  S.  bark  Geimhok, 

• 

No.  17.]  Flag-Steamer  PniLADEU'inA, 

I\ji't  Royiil  Ifuf^jtfr,  JiiiHiory  9^  1S66. 
RfK:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  h(5re,  on  the  Sth  instaiil,  <»f  the 
U.  S.  hark  0'fi/tJ*M„  in  gowl  order. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  i*e«pet;tfully,  your  obodirmt  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahujken. 
Ntttr-Atiminil,  Cimidy,  South  AtUint*4i  JSlftckadiny  S<ittadr<in, 

Hon.  CrtDEON  Welles, 

S^*retary  of  the  Navy, 


I 


U.  S.  Brio  Perry, 
Femandina^  Fla. ,  Jannary  19 ^  1S65. 

Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  having;  orjriinized,  on  the  11th  inatant, 
an  ex|>edition  for  the  piir|M)seof  eapUirintj  the  eoiinty  rU'rk  of  Na«.snu 
County,  togfether  with  the  records,  etc.,  of  said  county. 

The  tax  r<)umii-%sionerH  of  the  8tat«  of  Florida,  findlnjr  it  diilicult  to 
priM-eed  with  their  work  without  the  ay^ijstiiMce  of  the  records,  etc., 
applied  to  me  for  aid  in  obtaining  them.  Knowing  the  documentj*  to 
\iG  of  mueh  vahie  to  the  (iovernrnent,  I  made  enquirien  of  the  refugees 
and  deserters  from  that  .section  and  ascertained  that  one  Higjjin- 
lx>tham,  living  near  Callahan,  held  the  position  of  county  clerk  and 
had  all  the  records,  etc.,  in  his  possession. 

Having  eompleted  my  arrangements.  1  started  an  expedition  under 
the  eonunanii  4»f  Acting  Knsign  Fred  KUiott.  Mr.  Klliott  siu-ceeded 
in  eapturin^  Mr.  Iligginholham.  who.  without  hesilution,  delivered 
into  hi.M  hands  all  the  books,  deeds,  and  records  in  liis  possession.  The 
d^'ument^  were  hidden  in  a  swamp,  about  1  mile  from  his  house,  in  a 

flace  which  would  have  escaped  detection  without  the  rti<l  of  Mr. 
iigginbotham.  wlio.  I  nmst  say,  acted  in  the  most  honorable  manner, 
gijiding  the  party  through  the  woods  to  the  Ixmt  by  a  nuich  shorter 
route.  He  said  fie  had  always  l)een  a  decided  Union  man,  which  state- 
ment was  authenticated  by  Judge  Alsop,  who  know  him  well.  He 
expressed  his  willingness  to  t^ke  the  oath  of  aUegianre,  hut  said  it 
would  cause  him  to  l>e  burned  out  of  house  and  home,  and  us  we  could 
afford  no  protectiiMi  either  to  himself  or  family  (i:J  in  number)  I 
thought  it  be>t  not  to  administer  it.  After  extnicting  such  informu 
tion  from  Mr.  niggin)>othum  i\t\  desirable,  he  was  ailow(4l  to  return  to 
his  home.  The  document  captured  are  invaluable  to  the  Government 
and  commissioners  in  pi-oseeuting  their  work. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  the  judges,  as  also  a  report  from  Mr.  Elliott, 
whom  1  recommend  to  your  favorable  notice  as  an  energetic,  trust- 
worthy, and  reliable  officer. 
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Trusting  I  have  done  that  which  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  admiral, 

•Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  N.  Freeman, 
Acting  Master^  Coininandin^  U.  S.  Brig  Perry, 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

CmnmancUng  South  Atlantic  Blockadvng  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Brig  Perry, 
Femandina^  Fla.^  Jamiary  18^  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  you,  I  took  command  'of  16  men,  one  howitzer,  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  placed  them  on  board  prize  schooner  Shelly  lying  in  Nassau 
Sound. 

On  the  10th  instant,  after  having  completed  my  arrangements,  I 
started  up  Nassau  River  at  6:30  p.  m.,  and  at  8  o'clock  anchored  off 
Seymour's  Point. 

At  3  o'clock  a.  m.  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river. 
Arrived  off  Holmes'  Mill  on  the  12th  instant,  in  the  evening,  and  care- 
fully reconnoitered  the  shore,  but  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy.  The 
buildings  at  this  place  are  all  in  good  condition,  but  no  furniture  or 
mill  fixtures  remain. 

On  the  13th,  anchored  off  Gassway  Creek,  which  is  situated  about 
40  or  50  miles  from  Nassau  Sound.  Reconnoitered  the  shore  carefully, 
and  landed  at  10  o'clock  a.  m,,  leaving  Acting  Master's  Mate  T.  H. 
McDonald  in  charge  of  the  schooner.  I  was  accompanied  by  Messrs. 
Grisham  and  Lewis  (who  acted  as  pilots)  and  four  men,  and  immedi- 
ately started  for  the  interior.  At  12:30  p.  m.  reached  the  house  of 
Mr.  Sheffield,  having  crossed  the  railroad  track,  and  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
we  started  on  our  route,  which  waa  directly  down  the  Florida  Railroad. 
Crossed  bridge  over  Boggy  River  at  4:30  and  stop|>ed  for  night  to 
close  in.  At  6:30  again  commenced  our  journey,  and  at  8  o'clock 
reached  the  town  of  Callahan,  situated  on  the  track.  Reached  our 
destination  (Mr,  Higginbotham's,  county  clerk  of  Nassau  County)  at 
9:30  and  made  him  a  prisoner,  with  his  official  books  and  papers,  and 
started  on  our  return.  Passed  through  Callahan  at  11:30  p.  m.,  the 
bridge  at  2  o'clock,  and  at  4  o'clock  of  the  14th  instant  arrived  at  Mr. 
Sheffield's  house,  having  traveled  a  distance  of  50  miles  in  thirteen 
hours.  On  the  whole  journey  1  was  gratified  to  find  that  every  one  of 
the  party  strove  earnestly  to  do  tiieir  duty,  and  although  much  fatigued 
and  worn  out,  exerted  themselves  to  make  the  expedition  successful. 
I  would  recommend  particularly  the  four  men  who  accompanied  me  to 
your  favorable  notice. 

At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  14th  instant  we  returned  on  board  the 
schooner  and  I  immediately  dispatched  Mr.  McDonald  with  the  pi'is- 
oners  and  documents  to  Fernandina.  On  our  return  down  the  river  I 
landed  at  several  places,  but  saw  do  signs  of  the  enemy.  In  accord- 
ance with  your  instructions  I  shelled  the  high  bluffs  on  the  way,  and 
expended  thirty-six  rounds. 

We  arrived  at  Talbot  Island  at  11  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  16th  instant, 
and  anchored  until  January  17,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I 
started  with  the  schooner  for  Fernandina,  where  we  arrived  at  4  o'clock 
a.  m.  of  the  18th  instant. 
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Ifi7 


I  urn  wpII  snfisHf'd  no  forcp  of  tho  on^mr  pxists  nraror  than  Bald- 
win, except  occasional  scouting  partion  in  ^*eftl•ch  of  doHerters. 

I  am  nmch  indebted  to  Messrs.  Orisham  and  Lewis  for  their  kind 
iLNsi.stance  and  iinftinrhin^  endurance  throughout. 
Kespectfidly,  3'our  obedient  servant. 

Fred  Elliott, 

Acting  Master  S.  N.  Fkkrman, 

Cmnmaitding  U.  S.  Brig  Perry. 

[Endoroetnent,] 

Janitaiiv  29,  18H5. 
The  within  \&  transnntted  for  the  information  nf  the  Department, 
and  is  of  interest,  as  it  shows  how  completely  the  country  there  is 
stripped  of  its  tightin}^  men,  when  tK)atH'  crews  can  traverse  a^  these  did. 
Very  respectfully', 

J.  A.   DAllIiOBEN, 

Rcar-AdiinT<d» 

itory  fetter  ^frmn  Rear- Admiral  J)ahlgr<^ii^  U.  S.  Nm^,  to 
Acting  MaMrr  Fr^^natt^  V,  S,  Nat^y^  regfiretiny  t<rpediti<m  to  Nasmu 
CMtnty^  Flftridtt,  Jomtury  10-18,  ISdif, 

Flagship  Harvest  Moon, 
Port  Royals  S.  C,  January  S9,  I8G0. 
Stk:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  rei^rt  cnclosinjf  one  from  Acting 
Ensijrn  Frederick  Elliott,  of  the  /*c/v*v,  jfivinif  an  account  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  county  clerk  of  Nassau  County,  [Fla.|,  tof^ether  with  the 
records  of  that  county. 

The  expedition  is  highly  creditalilc  to  yourself  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  your  vessel  who  were  engaged  in  it. 

Copiejj  of  your  report  and  that  of  Acting  Ensign   F^lliott  will  \t^ 
forwarded  to  the  Nnvy  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  J.  A.  Dahlorev, 

Rear- Admiral^  Cmndy.  South  Atlanti<'  Blockading  S^/uadroii, 

Acting  Master  S.  N.  Freeman, 

Cofn^mxvding  Perry^  Fernandina, 


Order  of  Rear- Admirtd-  Z>////j//v/i,  U.  i>.  Ayji'y,  to  Commander  Wil- 

lia7Tt«on»  Zu  S,  A'tfiy,  /or  tne  destruction  of  Vonfe^erixt^  u\*rk»  in 

OsaabatP  Sound, 

Flaoship  Harvest  Moon,  January  IJ^j  1865. 

Sib:  You  will  return  to  your  anchorage  in  Ossabaw  for  the  present. 

The  con)nmnder  of  the  Pma  appears  to  l»e  ai>prehensive  of  the  Iwit- 
teries  Iteint:  reoccupit^d.  They  were  delivered  to  the  army,  which  was 
to  dismantle  them.     Whether  they  have  done  so  is  not  reported. 

On  arrivintr  you  will  proceed  personally  to  the  battei*y  and  ascertain 


rriving  y 
to  of  the 


the  state  or  tne  case. 

Mv  impression  [isj  that  the  army  has  completed  or  is  completing 
the  destruction  of  the  work.     If  not,  and  the  work  is  not  proceeding, 
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you  will  have  the  guns  spiked  and  dismantled,  the  carriages  removed 
or  destroyed,  the  powder  and  shot  or  shell  removed,  and  the  bomb- 
proofs  and  magazines  blown  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Captain  Williamson, 

Coinimmding  Flag, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Daklgren,  U.  S.  N^avy^  to  Lieutenant- Com- 
mandei'  Lvce,  U.  S.  Navy.,  eommanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac,  to  report 
for  special  duty  to  Major-General  Shermaiu  U.  S.  Army, 

Flao-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Savannah  River,  Jaimiiry  13,  1865. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  (o  this  place,  with  the  Ponti-ac  under  your 
command,  without  delay,  after  receiving  one  month's  provisions  and 
a  supply  of  coal. 

It  13  indispensable  that  you  should  be  here,  and  report  early  on 
Monday  to  General  Sherman  for  special  service  with  the  column  of 
Maior-Generul  [Jefferson  C]  Davis. 
But  the  sooner  the  better. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A,  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  B.  Luce, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontiac. 

[EndoraemeDt.] 

All  right,     I  will  send  General  Slocum  to  consult  with  you,  and 
beg  you  to  escort  any  boats  he  may  have  to  send  up  to  Sister  s  Ferry, 
on  the  Savannah. 
General  Easton  will  find  any  pilots  you  may  want. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 
Major-  General,  Oommandiwj. 


Confidential  memorandum  from  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren ,  U.  S.  Naiyy^ 
to  Vomnuinder  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Navy. 

1.  The  Pontiac  is  ordered  to  report  to  General  Sherman  for  special 
duty  with  a  column  on  the  Savannah  River. 

2.  The  Jlingoe  is  to  cooperate  with  General  Foster's  force,  if  she  is 
needed;  if  not,  she  will  talte  post  in  the  Coosaw  or  contiguous  rivers 
and  operate  as  well  as  possible  near  the  course  of  the  troops  from 
Beaufort  at  the  crossings,  etc. 

3.  The  /Mi  Vhing  wul  operate  in  the  Coosaw  or  nearest  I'ivcrs  to 
assist  the  advance  of  the  troops.     The  Sonoma  likewise. 

A  tug  will  keep  near  these  vessels  so  as  to  connect  them  and 
communicate. 

Veiy  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Commander  Retkolds. 
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>n^<i*mtwl  hifitrtuiioHM  from  Utair- Admiral  Ihihhjren^  U.  S,  Xttify^ 

to  irommnndinq  aj^vcru  itf  iitoniUrrfi^  m   ri-c'tr  of  j/rojffwd  rimprmtion 

with  Shennan  tf  mvny  in  th^  Onroiinoit. 

jANt'Aiir  lo,  1A65. 

IsL  (ienerBl  Sherman's  army  will  soon  be  in  motion  moving  north- 
ward, hut  inclining  from  the  spa<*oa,st. 

'2d.  Hp  a,skH  that  the  attention  of  the  rebels  be  dniwn  from  his  opera- 
tions bv  f^urh  demonstrations  us  iMwsible  by  the  rnited  States  naviil 
and  luml  forces  nf  this  quarter,  most  iMrtieularly  at  Charleston. 

3d.  Geneml  Foster  will  <-(>IIo(t  as  many  troopj^  h»  be  can,  and  1 
de-^iire  t<>  assist  to  the  full  extent  that  my  force  udniitrf  of. 

4lh.  I  learn  from  the  Navy  I)e|)artment  that  Adniiral  Porter  is 
dire<-ted  to  send  heiN*  all  the  ironclads  in  his  squadron  as  soon  as  the 
prci*ent  operations  at  Wilminjrton  are  over. 

I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  will  not  be  here  very  soon. 

oth.  General  Sherman  will  In^giu  to  move  to-morrow  orTuesday,  hut 
will  not  t»e  in  a  jKwition  where  our  demonstration  will  )ic  most  effec- 
tive for  a  week  or  more. 

fith.  This,  then,  will  be  the  period  for  preparation,  and  the  first 
measure  will  l)e  to  exajuine  the  channel  and  make  sun?  of  the  ob- 
struetions.  their  nature  and  i><)sition. 

7th.  As  the  impression  or  the  commanders  of  monitors  is  that  a 
range  of  obstructions  extends  from  Sumter,  these  will  l>e  the  tirat 
object,  and  the  commanders  of  the  iidvance  monitors  of  the  15th, 
P(it<jpHcn  and  Lehigh^  are  charged  with  this  duty  for  the  night,  and 
so  on,  in  .succession.  The  scouts,  all  boats,  tugs.  etc.»  will  report  to 
them  to  asisist. 

Sth.  The  preliminary  to  rfmo\al  will  be  by  explosion.     Tone<loes 

„v  l>e  us<'0  and  boats  tilled  with  powder  floated  up  with  the  tide. 

I^loat.s  with  grapnels  or  hooks  attache^l  may  Ixj  floated  up  to  eatch 
and  mark  objects  below  water. 

i*th.  To  protect  against  floating  torpedoes  Itmg,  slender  pinr  jxiles, 
Si»  to  fjit  feet,  may  l>e  liLshed  in  pairs  in  the  middle^  so  as  to  form  an 
X,  into  which  enters  the  bow  at  one  end.  heels  secured,  and  from  the 
other  dejienda  a  net,  the  whole  to  float. 

10th.  C-aptain  Scott  will  .see  to  the  prompt  and  sutlicient  supplies  of 
men,  boats,  tugs,  poles  for  torpedoes,  boat^,  powder,  and  other  requi- 
sitions to  carr^'  out  the  above. 

nth.  It  is  exijected  that  each  day  and  night  will  furnish  its  share 
of  result& 

J.  A.  Dahw^.ren, 

litVv-Admiral, 


IHntributioii  of  veeeels  of  the  South  Atlantir  lilocl'ading  S^uodnm, 

January  16^  1865. 


VootL 

No.  of 
guns. 

CllUL 

Oonunuullnc  ottoer. 

l*ment(lBtjroriitAtiDD. 

5 

8 

8 
9 

i 

Screw  tus  .... 
Sldd-wheel 

Ship 

ComiJr.TliiiKH.PotU'reon 

ActR.  Vol.  Ucot.  Alvin  PhlntWT . 

Off  Cbarlfcton. 

Do. 

n<i. 

•AUi-n 

Bark 

Sorew  tuir .... 

I'Ort  itoyal. 
OR  Cbftrloatmt. 

A  air* 

do 

•  SftUing  vtaHclu. 


tBuwItietB. 
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Diairihut'um  of  ivm^Im  of  thf  South  AtianUc  Blockading  Sqtiadron,  January  25,  1S6S — 

Continued. 


Vemel. 


No.  of 
guns. 


*Braen  . 


*Br&zIUera  . . . 

•Blunt 

Canandaigua . 
Cimarron 


Catalpa... 
Cameila . . 

Carnation  . 
Clover 


Chatham  . . . 

•Cbambera  . 
Dal  Ching . . 
Dandelion.. 
Daffodil  .... 


Flag 

Flambeau . 


•Femandina . 
Geranium 


•Oemsbok. 
QladloluB.. 
•Qrlfflth... 


•O.W.Rodgen)  . 

Home 

Harvest  Monn . . 


Hydrangea . 
•Houghton  . 


Hale... 
•Hope. 


Irte 

Jonquil 

OatsUU 

Lehigh 

Lodona 

Laburnum  .. 
Larkspur 


•Lightning . 


Montauk . 
MIngoe . . . 


McDonough . 
Memphis  — 


•Mangham . 


Nantucket 

Nahant 

Nipric 

•New  Hampshire 

Norwich 

•Norfolk  fticket 


Ottawa . . 
•Orvetta. 


ciai«. 


Hehooner. 

8ton-8. 

Bark 

Schooner 

Screw  ploop . . 
Side-wheel 

gunboat. 

Screw  tug 

do 


.do. 
.do. 


glde-wheel 

tug. 

Schooner 

Svrewgunboat 

Screw  tug 

Side-wheel 

tug. 
Screw  steamer 
.....do 


Bark 

Side-wheel 

tug. 

Bark 

Screw  tug 

Schooner, 

mortar. 
Schooner 


Screw  steamer 

(hospital). 
Blde-wheel 
steamer. 

Screw  tug 

Bark  (con- 
demned). 
Screw  steamer 
Schooner . . 


Screw  tug 


.....do 

Monitor  . . . 

do 

Screw  steamer 
Screw  tug 

do 


Schooner  (ten- 
der^. 

Monitor 

Side-wheel 
steamer, 
do 


U    Screw  steamer 


7    Schooner . 


Oleander . 
Paasaic... 
Patapsco  . 
Pawnee  . . 
Pontlac... 


Potomska  . 


Monitor... 

....do 

Screw  gunboat 

Ship,  store 

Screw  steamer 
Schooner. 
'     mortar. 
5  I  Screw  gunboat 


'  Schooner, 

I     stores. 
t2  '  Side-wheel  tug 

2  I  Monitor 

2  , do 

H     Screw  sloop  . . 
11    Side-wheel 

gunboat. 
6  '  Screw  steamer 

•  Balling  vessels. 


Commanding  ofilcer. 


Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Redding 

Actg.  Master  W.  T.Oillesple 

Actg.  Ensign  O.  Q.  Curtis 

Comdr.  N.B.Harrison 

Comdr.  E.  Thompson 

Actg.  Ensign  Allen  K.  Noyea — 
Antg.  Ensign  David  B.  Hawes. . . 

Actg.  Ensign  William  Boyd 

Actg.  Ensign  Frank  8.  Leflch 

Actg.  Master's  Mate  Oeorge  W. 
Post. 

Actg.  Master  W.L. Bowers 

Ueut.  Comdr.  J.  C.  Chaplin 

Actg.  Ensign  O.  W.  Williams  .... 
Actg.  Master  William  H.  Mallard 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson 

Actg. Vol.  Ueut.  Edward  Caven- 
dy. 

Actg.  Master  Lewis  West 

Actg.  Ensign  Darid  Lee 

Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Winchester.. . 

Actg.  Ensign  N.  Boughton 

Actg.  Master  James  Ogllvie 

Actg.  Master  L.  G.  Emerson 

Actg.  Master  Benjamin  Dyer  . . . 

Actg.  Master  J.  K.  Crosby 

Actg.  Master  Charles  W.  Rogers, 
Actg.  Master  E.  Q.  Pnrber 

Actg.  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell 

Actg.  Vol.  Ueut.W.  L.ChurchhIll 

Actg.  Ensign  William  H.  Ander- 
son. 

Actg.  Ensign  Charles  H.  Hanson 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Edward  Barrett . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  Alex.  A.  Semmes. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Swann .... 

Actg.  Ensign  Sturgis  Center 

Actg.  Master's  Mate  John 
O'Connor. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  E.  Stone 

Comdr.  J.  Blakely  Crelghton  ... 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman  ... 
Actg.  Master  Robert  O.  Patter- 
son. 
Actg.  Master  John  Collins 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis... 
Lieut.  Comdr.  William  K.  Mayo. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  W.  Henry 

Comdr.  William  Reynolds 

Actg.  Master  William  H.  DeWolf 
Actg.  Ensign  O.  W.Wood 

Lieut.  Comdr.  James  Stillwell . . 

Actg.  Master  William  Fales  .... 

Actg.  Master  R.  P.  Walter 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  FlHebrown  . 
Lieut.  Comdr.  S.  P.QuHClcenbush 

Comdr.  G.  B.  Balch 

Ueut.  Comdr.  S.  B.  Luce  . . 

ActK.  Master  F.  M.  Montell 

t  Howitzers. 


Present  duly  or  station. 


Off  Charleston. 

St.  Andrew's. 
Special  duty  (divers). 
Off  Georgetown. 
Port    Royal     (repair- 

OffCharleston. 

Port  Royal  (repair- 
ing). 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal  (repair- 
ing). 

Port  Royal. 

Bull's  Bay. 
Broad  River. 

Do. 
Savannah  River. 

Cruising. 

Off  Charleston. 

St.  Catherine's.  Oa. 
Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal. 
Off  Charleston. 
Wassaw  Sound. 

Port    Royal     (fftUng 

out). 
Off  Charleston. 

Special  duty. 

Off  Charleston. 
Port  Royal. 

St.  John's  River. 

Savannah  River  (div- 
ers). 

Port    Royal     (repair- 
Off  Charleston. 
Do. 
Do. 

Sapelo. 

Off  Charleston. 

Port  Royal  (repair- 
ing). 

Wassaw. 

Off  Charleston. 
Expedition,  Broad 

River. 
Stono. 
Southern  stations, 

with  stores. 
Port    Royal     (repair- 
Off  Charleston. 

Do. 

Do. 
Port  Royal. 
St.  John's. 
Ossabaw. 

Port    Royal     (repair- 
Off  Charleston. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Transporting  troops. 

Port  Royal  (repair^ 
ing). 


m   8QUADB0N. 
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It4jtrihia»m  oj  tfJiM^  »/ tjif  South  AtUititit'  HliM-huiing  Sifuniirori,  January  IS,  tSSS — 

C'lintiimeil. 


PbdwIWphbi 

INHUI.     _ 

"l-ini...^.,.,..,.. 

•PcTTjr „., 

*Prrcy  DnrUn— * 
•fUnxs 

9knt>ao& 

SoiKNU 

•BuLofUs 

SLQuDUna ,. 

SftDfoM 

fitectin 

gw«elBi1cr.„,„, 
•9mm) 

>Se*Fniim 

■ewift 

•niondrr . 

*V4ltNU1tlMl 

WlMblrkon 

Wbuoa 

Wiumum 

Wm»]o 

«vmiiuiM  (C.  p.] . 

•WIMCkt 

•WMdlT.A.J 


N&of 


aa 


CmsnuutdtiiK  ottMsr. 


81d«-whoel 

«teatuer. 

lu«. 
SfhooTicr, 

nixnitr. 

Brig 

SlfMfp,  tvntler. 

nior1«r. 
tfoiiltor 

Stde-whvcl 

ffonbont. 
i^ttiiff  sloop . 

do 

RcKw  ctmnrx 

Jo ' 

do 

Srnnv  U)K  — 
SQhooner, 

SetaoDDcr , 

Btnm. 
Schooner. 

lender. 

do 

Dolk  (bnapl- 

BovwgtinbMtJ 

do 

Hurcw  KtMuncr 
gidc*rho«l 

fhmmvr. 
e«ho(in«r, 

Boitor. 
Sotioooer. 

lender 

.,...d*i 


PrcMinl  duty  or  auUoa. 


Arte.  MulvrO.  H.  Av«ry 

Adtc.  HtulKn  f'hurim  <lrlpv« — 

Act«.  MMirr  l>.  r  Hmth 

Ari«.  Muter  H.  N.  FTPt-'inati 

Actinic' iis5iuB.'f>VMarUn!^!!! 

Lieut.  Comdr.  JoimtbiLti  Yotiiif . 

Lieut.  Cumrlr.  R.  W.  Soott 

(!anidr.  O.  H.  I'rcblf 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdr.  £.  Brodbead  . . 

A.  V.  Lt.  Wm.  W.  Kpnntaiiii 

Aci^.  Uiulu  SL  K&nipton 

.\rt.  Vol.  Lt.  V.3.  V«n  Alutfnt;.. 

Act$.  Enriirn  J.  D.  iJvxter 

AetfF.  UoBtoi  B.  Van  VoorbU  ... 

Actc.  Muter  E.  C.  awJy 


A«'t«.  Mafib*r  If.  H.  RUiii^bard 

Ut'ut.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Johnsro... 
Ut'Ut.  Ciiindr.WilUjiiii  H.  Duna. 
At'lg.  MiwUTChiirlM  \V_  hcu  ..  I 
Acig.  MiuncrKrvderIck  T.  King. 

Actc.  Mastor  U.  W.  [*arher  .. 


Airg^.  ]lmri«r  B.  T.  VljwM . 


Itirt    Ruyal     ( repair 

Ins). 
Owainw- 

FomntKllitA. 
North  SAltta. 
SaTnuiinb  River. 

Piirt     Rofnl    irepalr- 

Initi. 
Savaniub  Rlvvr. 

Nortb  Edbto. 

Doboy. 

Off  Crurleatou. 

Do. 
8L  Helen*. 
Off  Charteiitou. 
Stono. 

Ordervd  Sorth. 


Pftrt  Riiyiil. 

StOQO. 

TnuiJifiartiiiK  InMtpii. 

on  Cburlf«t«n. 

fori     R'lvnl    (repalr- 

itm). 
Utono. 

Port  Royal. 

Ucbt-flniiae  lulei. 


•dalllnir  vu«wU 


tHowllxeni. 


B«port  of  ReftT-Admiral  Dahlgren.  U.  8.  Navy, 


No.  24.] 


Flagship  Harvest  Moon. 

ChirhxUyn  Roadtt.  January  /6\  WJn, 

Sir:  1  regret  to  inform  the  De]mi*tment  of  tlie  destruction  of  the 
IT.  S.  monitor  l^itairn'o  bv  li  t<JTiiedo  last  night  about  8  o'clock  near 
th*»  entrance  to  the  lower  harbor  of  Charle-ston. 

Al  the  lime  of  the  occurrence  this  ve8.Hel  was  the  picket  monitor  of 
the  nijrht.  and  wati  underway  enjniy:t*d  in  coveiin^  th<^  .scout and  picket 
ImiiUs  that  were  .'*earching  the  cliannel   for  ob.'^lnictions  and  torp<'dncs. 

A  court  of  enquin,'  has  been  ordered,  to  a.scertjun  all  the  eirouui- 
stanocM  eonneeten  wiCh  tbi.s  disaster,  and  the  ret^ult  will  be  laid  before 
ihe  Department  when  arrived  al. 

Meanwhile,  fur  the  pre.-ient  satisfaction  of  the  Department,  1  will 
narrate  .«omo  of  the  events  that  immcdiatelv  precedetl  or  were  con- 
pected  with  the  loss  of  the  PaUtmco^^VifS.  such'  of  the  iiu-idents  attend- 
ioff  it  a.H  have  come  to  my  knt»w1e<lge  or  were  under  \\\y  observation. 

1  parted  from  Genenil  Sherman  at  Savannah  on  the  afternoon  of 
Friday-,  the  13th,  with  an  understanding  as  to  the  uiovemvswta  \xt\v«ia 


172 


SOl'TH    ATLANTIC    BLUCKADINO    SiH'ADROS. 


I 


to  make,  and  u  request  that  General  Foster  «nd  myself  should  mako  ns 
iniu'h  impression  on  (Jharles^ton  as  our  force  p«rmitted.  but  the  ^otuu'ul 
did  iiut  tiesire  that  they  should  go  so  far  Ha  to  commit  my  vessels  to  a 
decisive  attack  oii  the  hatteritvs. 

As  the  period  when  this  was  likely  to  occur  left  me  very  little  time 
for  preparation,  1  hastened  to  Charleston,  ?;tonpin»^  at  Port  Uoyal  only 
the  afternoon  of  tSaturday  for  the  purpose  of  leavinj;  directions  for  the 
steamers  timt  might  assist  in  the  movements  of  (icncnil  Shcmian  while 
near  the  waters  in  the  vicinity. 

it  WHS  aixiut  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  when  1  reached 
Ohurlc.stoii.urid  immediately  culled  on  hoard  Captain  vScott,  the  senior 
oiKcer.  tind  the  commandei-s  of  tlie  monitors,  in  order  to  apprise  them 
of  what  was  likely  to  Of<*nr  and  of  the  necessity  for  hastening  such 
pn^paration.s  us  might  be  necessary,  or  the  time  allowed. 

'nte  morijing  passed  in  conversing  on  the  subject,  and  a  free  expres- 
sion of  opinion  was  entered  into  and  given  by  Captain  Scott  and  all  the 
captains  of  the  monitors,  Capt-ivins  (iuackenbush.  Si'mmcs,  Lewis, 
liarrett.  Stone,  Mayo,  and  FilJebrown.  Fleet  Captain  Bradiford  was 
also  present. 

1  drew  to  their  attention  the  diH'erent  modes  of  operating  with  the 
ironclads,  from  a  mere  {lemonstnition  upon  Sullivan's  Island  to  the 
decisive  measure  of  forcing  their  way  to  the  city. 

This,  however,  was  itft  to  be  decided  by  the  arrival  of  the  iron- 
clads from  the  North  Allanlie  Stiuudron.  which  might  Ive  expected. and 
by  tiie  strength  of  tlii'  roiijM'rating  force  iinder  General  Foster,and  by 
the  cireuuiytanccs  that  might  arise  in  the  course  of  events. 

I  dc-^ired.  as  a  prelimitjary  measure,  that  the  channel  at  the  entrance 
of  tlie  harbor  should  be  lliomughly  examined:  and  to  make  this  more 
sui'e  required  the  conunanders  of  the  advanced  monitors  to  give  their 
personal  attention  to  the  duty,  which  hitherto  had  beeu  intruated  to  the 
scout  boats. 

There  were  representations  from  various  quart<'rs  that  obstructions 
had  been  laid  across  the  channel  from  Sumter.and  it  was  importantto 
know  if  this  wore  true,  and.  if  so.  their  nature  and  extent,  witli  dire*;- 
tions  for  their  removal  by  explosion. 

Captain  Scott  was  directed  to  furnish  all  the  facilities  in  his  power 
for  the  .service.  Steam  tugs,  boats,  men.  grapnels,  hawsers,  etc.,  and 
other  orders  were  given,  so  as  to  prepare  as  well  as  possible  all  the 
means  at  disposal  Utr  the  coo|>eration  with  Geneml  Sherman. 

After  a  long  and  full  interview  with  the  naval  commanders,  as  above 
mentioned,  I  went  ashore,  acconipanietl  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Matthews,  and,  with  General  Sehimmelfennig,  visited  the  works  at  the 
extreme  of  Morris  Island,  in  order  to  possess  myself  of  a  full  view  of 
the  channel  and  rebel  works  from  ttiat  direction  and  Uy  note  any 
important  changes. 

All  was  rpiiet  and  undisturbed.  Within  near  range  was  Sumter,and 
a  little  farther  the  beaw  batteries  of  Johnson  nncl  Sullivan's  Island, 
and  in  the  distance  the  <fwellings  and  spires  of  the  citv,  but  not  a  ves- 
sel or  living  thing  was  to  bo  seen  on  the  wators  of  the  fmrl»or  nor  alx>ut 
the  lirttteries.     Outside  lay  the  Union  fleet  quietly  at  anchor. 

Ketuining  late,  the  evening  passed  away  in  business  of  the  squadron, 
and  then,  much  fatigued  with  continued"  exertion  night  and  day  for 
several  days,  I  fell  asleep,  from  which  1  was  aroused  alwut  1 1  oVIock 
by  the  entrance  of  Captain  Quackenbush  and  his  lirst  lieutenant,  who 
aw/iounced  the  loss  of  the  J'<i/ajMtcff. 
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Thp  advanced  duty  of  tho  n\u;ht  Imd  dovoivwl  on  tho  Patajvtro  and 
Lfhifjh,  The  latter  wa«  at  anrlior  in  tli«*  iidvanco  iit  tho  rosrrvo  st*i- 
tion.  TliP  7''7i'//y>*((r/ prot  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  lmrlH>r  about 
dark  for  duty  as  picket  monitor  of  the  night,  and  na-sed  on  to  the 
Usual  station  rsouicrttM  I  yards  fart  her  than  the  Leh'njh.  Here  she  rounded 
to.  hoad  downstream  and  to  the  flood  tide. 

From  thi?*  point  Captain  Quackenbush  suffered  the  PaUipHco  to 
drift  with  the  tide,  an  tho  l>e>t  niocie  of  controlling  the  vessel  and 
covering  the  operations  of  the  boa(^■^. 

Three  .scout  iioats,  with  o^rapnd  dnips,  were  now  slowlj'  pushed  on. 
while  two  tugs  steamed  iioout  the  bows  of  the  /'t/tapftro  and  six  or 
Steven  picket  boatn  were  pulling  on  her  quarters  or  l>eam. 

In  due  time  the  Pnttijuu^o  found  herself  so  far  up  as  to  be  nearly  on 
a  line  drawn  fnmi  Sumter  to  Moultrie,  when  she  steamed  down  to  the 
.vicinity  of  a  buoy,  known  an  the  Lehigh,  because  it  marked  a  project- 
Mng  shoal  whei*e  the  L*:h'njh  had  grounded  about  a  yeitr  ago. 

Here  the  engines  were  stopjM^d,  and  the  I*at^ipm^>  agam  drifted  up. 
AVhrn  near  the  former  position  she  steamed  W'k.  approached  the 
Lehigh  l)uoy,  .stopped  engine,  and  again  drifted  up.  Wnen  near  Sum- 
ter Captain  Qua4;kenbush  steamed  down  once  more,  and  for  the  liwt 
time.  While  aj>proaching  the  Lehigh  buoy,  there  was  a  shock,  a 
Mjmid  of  explosion,  a  cloud  of  smoke  on  the  poil  side,  and  in  less  than 
half  a  minute  the  I^ntamtv/ft  deck  was  under  the  surface. 

Captain  QuackenbuMi  and  his  tirst  lieutenant  were  standing  on  the 
top  of  the  turret  Kicking  to  the  course  of  the  vessrl,  for  she  had 
^roundi'd  (Mice  aln'ady  on  the  shoal  ne«r  tho  Ijehigh  buoy  whon  stand- 
ing down  tlie  tirst  time.  They  saw  ami  heartl  only  what  is  stated 
alxne. 

The  captain  gave  the  order  to  start  the  pumps  and  lower  the  boata, 
but  scarcely  n  whole  minute  was  allowed  for  the  least  etfurt. 

Five  officers  and  38  men  were  saved;  62  oUieers  and  men  uri'  misH- 
ing.  The  survivors  were  those  who  happened  to  be  on  di-rk,  and  a 
men  from  tho  windlass  rof)m,  3  from  the  berth  deck,  1  from  tlie  turret 
chamlicr.  and  nearly  all  those  who  were  in  the  fire  room.  Their 
names  are  annexed. 

From  surb  a<'rounts  as  I  can  gather  in  so  short  a  time  as  has  elapsed, 
it  would  seem  that  the  explosion  oct^urred  on  the  |iort  side  under  the 
wardroom,  blowing  it  up,  so  as  to  drive  up  the  table  and  three  otKcers 
who  were  sitting  a)>out  it.  The  spar  deck  was  not  blown  through,  hut 
the  lookout  on  the  ]tort  side,  an(i  some  Hi  feel  from  tiie  edgp  of  the 
deck,  was  thrown  up  suddenly  and  fril  bark  with  siirh  forrc  as  U>  be 
nejirly  senseless.  His  ritie  exploded  and  lie  w:is  aware  tliat  tin-  bidl 
passed  near  him. 

A  man  in  the  windla.ss  room  saw  a  Hash  and  (n^rd  a  sound  like  that 
^>f  n  shell  near  him.  The  lamp  was  extinguished;  he  heard  the  water 
rnming  in.  and  escaped  up  the  hatch  on  deck. 

It  apijears  also  that  there  was  no  disruptui-e  of  tho  vessel  at  the 
l>er(h  d»»ek  nor  farther  aft;  that  no  water  came  in  (here  save  at  the 
hatches,  as  the  Patapm^*  settled  in  the  sea^  and  that  her  bt»w  went 
down  tirst,  throwing  the  stern  high  up  for  an  instant,  so  that  a  man 
standing  there  had  to  grasp  at  something  to  keep  upright. 

It  is  believed  that  tln^  bci  tb-deek  ladder  was  dislodged  by  the  shock 
and  m  the  panic  could  not  be  rejilat^ed,  hence,  no  men  there  were  saved 
except  thos<!  who  rushed  aft  into  the  i 


room. 
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The  Lehigh  had  got  underway  v^hen  the  Patapsco  passed,  and  fol- 
lowed her  movements  in  drifting  and  steaming,  but  aid  not  go  so  far 
up  and  retained  her  position  assigned  as  a  support. 

She  anchored  near  the  Lehigh  buoy  about  7:45,  and  some  twenty  ot 
twenty-five  minutes  later  heard  an  unusual  but  not  very  loud  report, 
saw  a  cloud  of  smoke,  lost  sight  of  the  Patapsco,  which  previously 
had  been  dimly  visible  through  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  then  heard 
men's  voices  as  if  from  the  water,  and  fearing  something  wrong,  sent 
her  boats  to  the  Patapsco  and  weighed  anchor.  The  disaster  soon 
became  known. 

The  top  of  the  Patapsco's  smoke  pipe  is  seen  above  the  water,  but 
as  yet  there  has  not  been  leisure  to  determine  the  precise  position 
relatively  to  other  objects.  It  is  stated  as  6W  to  800  yards  from 
Sumter  and  below  it. 

The  Patapsco  had  her  torpedo  fenders  and  netting  stretched  as  usual 
around  hei*.  Three  boats  with  drags  had  preceded  her,  searching  to 
some  depth  the  water  they  had  passed  over,  while  steam  tugs  and  sev- 
eral boats  were  in  diiferent  positions  on  the  bow  beam  and  tjuarter. 

No  one  who  has  not  witnessed  it  <!an  appreciate  the  harassiiig  nature 
of  the  never-ceasing  vigilance  with  which  the  monitor  duty  is  sus- 
tained in  this  harbor,  no  matter  what  the  weather  may  be — amid  the 
heat  of  summer  and  the  cold  of  winter,  or  the  heavj^  gales  and  bad 
weather  which  so  often  visit  this  anchorage. 

Most  minute  instructions  have  been  given  and  repeated  in  regard  to 
rebel  torpedoes,  and  nothing  more  can  be  done  to  bar  the  chance  of 
accident,  save  permanent  toipedo  catchers,  substantially  made  and 
attached  to  the  bows,  so  as  to  be  entirely  submerged  and  thus  not  to 
be  exposed  to  shot  in  action. 

This  can  not  be  done  here,  and  it  may  be  that  the  fruitful  invention 
of  Mr.  Ericsson  may  supply  the  desideratum. 

Objects  on  the  water,  supposed  to  represent  the  obstructions,  are 
reported  to  me  to-day  as  extending  across  from  Sumter. 

Three  rebel  ironclads  are  just  reported  to  me  as  distinctly  seen  in 
the  Cooper  River,  while  the  fourth  has  a  large  number  of  men  busy 
about  her,  and  smoke  is  said  to  issue  from  her  pipes  as  if  steam  were 
up.     This  is  stated  to  appear  much  larger  than  the  other  three. 

Four  torpedo  boats  are  said  by  deserters  to  be  ready  for  s(»rvice, 
and  upon  them,  in  the  confusion  of  action,  as  well  as  the  torpedoes  in 
the  water  and  at  the  bows  of  the  ironclads,  the  rebels  are  said  to  rely 
chiefly. 

It  may  be  their  intention,  \i  Charleston  must  fall,  to  try  the  chances 
of  battle,  as  rather  more  respectable  than  blowing  them  up. 

Of  the  six  which  I  have  here,  one  or  two  are  always  under  some 
repair,  and  the  Sa/tgamem,  now  at  Port  Royal,  can  not  be  ready  before 
the  31st. 

Nothing  further  has  reached  me  of  the  actual  movements  of  (ieneral 
Sherman,  but  he  will  not  remain  in  present  position  nuich  longer. 

I  would  draw  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  need  now  of  vessels  to  maintain  the  blockade  at  Ossahaw,  Was- 
saw,  and  Savannah  River,  yet  that  our  positions  at  Wussaw  and  Savan- 
nah will  have  to  be  maintained  and  the  blockade  at  Ossabaw  resumed 
as  soon  as  our  forces  move,  for  our  line  rests  at  the  left  on  Thunder- 
bolt, and  when  the  army  moves,  leaving  a  garrison  to  hold  Savannah, 
the  rebels  may  be  expect<»d  to  show  themselves  on  the  front. 
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More  effoctive  vessels  miiHt  therefore  be  iiiaintjiiiied  at  those  plaeea 
than  heretofore. 

I  write  hastily,  so  as  to  use  the  opportunity  offered  l>y  the  departure 
of  a  »teanier  of  Admiral  Poiter^s  fleet. 

Will  the  Department  please  to  order  a  few  more  tugs  for  service  in 
thii*  s<|iiadron,as  well  a^s  u  few  more  launeiien?    They  arc  murh  needed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 
Rear- Admiral^  Cmndg^  South  AtlatUi-c  Blockading  Squodron, 

Hon.  Gii>EON  Welles, 

Sfrretary  of  the  Nfwy. 

P.  S.— I  am  now  able  to  transmit  the  report  of  the  commander  and 
first  lientt'uatkt  of  tho  J*tif(tpnro,  and  to  say  tliat  the  Injats  succeeded  last 
night  in  cutting  away  a  }>art  of  the  obstrui'tions  laid  from  Simitcr  that 
was  nearest  the  watrr. 

It  consists  of  a  stout  hawser,  buoyed  to  the  surface  by  floats  and 
anchored  at  one  end;  l>etwt*en  ea(;h  float  hangs  down  about  5  fathoms 
of  7-inch  njpe,  doubled  by  twisting,  and  the  ends  wpliccd  around  the 
hawser  on  the  surface.  There  are  a  numl>er  of  the»e,  each  independ- 
ent of  the  other. 

It  is  said  that  chain  is  attached  below,  but  as  yet  this  is  not  ascer- 
tained to  Ih'  a  fact. 

Th*^  position  of  the  Patapfco  was  approximated  to-day  to  be  about 
800  yards  from  Sumter  and  l.Soii  yards  from  Moultrie,  exactly  in  a 
line  due  north,  tangent  to  extreme  course  of  low-water  mark  on  Mor- 
ris Island. 
K        The  court  of  enquiry  meets  to-moiTow. 


B«p«rt  of  LisQtonaiit-Cominander  Qnackeaboih,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding'  IT.  B.  8.  Fatapvoo. 


Flagsiup  Harvest  Moon, 
Charfentort  Jioaditf  6'.  ('.,  January  10^  ISGJ^, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  circumstances 
connected  with  the  loss  of  the  ironcla<l  Pakipsco  imder  my  command, 
at  S:\{)  p.  ni.  the  loth  instant,  l»y  a  tori>edo.  On  the  evening  of  the 
15th  instant  we  cast  off  from  our  buov  at  the  lower  anchorage  and 
proce*'di»<i  up  to  our  usual  station,  a*(  aflvance  monitor.  We  rounded 
to,  and  1  immediatolv  called  alongside  the  officers  in  charge  of  picket 
and  stiout  boat^.  1  <lirpcted  tlicm  to  select  as  many  boat.sas  had  grap- 
nels and  to  push  them  up  the  harbor,  using  every  effort  to  discover 
torpedoes  or  obstructions;  the  remaining  boats  to  take  jjosition  o\\  our 
lM*ains  and  quarters,  keeping  within  100  or  SOU  yards  of  the  vessel. 
The  couunanding  oHicers  of  the  tugboats  were  ordered  to  keep  about 
the  same  distance  ahead  and  on  each  bow.  The  object  in  assigning 
these  positions  was  to  avoid  observation  by  the  eneuiy  and  drawin|; 
their  nro.     I  then  allowed  the  PaUipnco  to  drift  up  witfi  the  tide  until 

I  nearly  in  a  line  from  Sumter  to  Moultrie,  the  boats  and  tugs  keeping 
in  their  re.spective  positions.  From  this  point,  which  was  tlie  highest 
i»oint  attained,  we  steamed  down  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  Leiiigh 
nuoy ;  then  stopped  and  allowed  the  Acssel  to  drift  up,  keeping  in  si^t 
of  the  before-mentioned  buoy.     On  proceeding  down  the  third  time. 
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and  when  within  between  2)X)  or  30(J  yards  of  the  buoj',  wp  struck  and 
exploded  a  large  torpedo,  or  torpedoes,  about  30  feet  fi'om  tiie  bow 
and  a  little  on  the  jHtrt  side.  Trie  iiisUmt  I  diseovered  that  we  had 
been  struck,  1  js^ve  the  order  to  .start  the  pumps.  In  an  instant  more 
1  diHcovered  that  the  whole  forward  i>art  of  the  vessel  wa?  submerged, 
and,  there  being  no  jmssible  chamo  to  save  the  vessel,  I  then  jpivr  the 
ordor  to  man  the  boats,  but  Ix'fore  I'vrn  an  effort  eould  be  made  to  do 
so  the  vessel  had  sunk  to  the  top  of  the  turret.  The  boat  whit-h  hung 
ut  the  port  davits  abaft  the  turrt- 1  was  afloat  before  Aiting"  Ensij^n  A. 
P.  Biisliford  and  the  (juarternmster  of  the  watrb»  who  wern  witu  me 
on  the  port  sid*-  of  the  turret,  could  get  into  tlie  boat  to  ch'jir  the  falls. 
Jt  waa  by  L^rent  exertion  that  Mr.  liashford  and  the  qunrtenniister 
8Ucceede(J  clearing  the  boat  from  the  head  of  the  davits.  When  I  left 
the  turret  to  j^et  mt<>  the  IxMit  I  *'ould  di?!cover  nolxxly  on  iKtard.  and 
the  water  was  at  the  tinu-  ankle  deei>  on  the  turret.  My  first  thought 
after  this  Providcntiul  oscape  was  tne  safety  of  such  of  the  survivors 
as  we  could  pick  up.  I  haa  the  good  fortune  of  saving  eleven  of  the 
crew.  Owing  to  tht^  disposition  of  the  imats  and  tugs,  which  I  tiad 
previously  made  to  provide  again.'»t  lu-eidents.  all  those  persons  who 
had  escaped  up  from  below  and  those  that  were  on  deck  were  rescued 
to  the  number  of  48 — 5  officers  and  l^H  men.  I  would  respet'tfully  .state 
that  at  no  time  did  1  apprehend  any  danger  what4?ver  from  torjiedoes, 
as  it  was  generally  supposed  that  they  were  sunk  aUive  the  line  from 
Moidtrie  to  Sumter,  and  therefore  did  not  conceive  that  the  .safety  of 
the  ve.ssel  or  the  li\*es  of  those  on  board  were  being  jcijpiirdized.  In 
conclusion,  I  would  stale  that  the  cool  intrepiditv  displaved  I)y  Lieu- 
tenant Sampson,  my  executive  officer,  and  Acting I'lnsign  {inshforrl.  the 
oidy  two  olhcers  belonging  to  the  ship  who  came  niider  my  notice, 
deserves  tlie  highest  praise.  I  have  since  been  informed  that  the  thini 
tv^wistant  engineer,  D.  G,  Davis,  remained  nobly  at  his  post  when  the 
ship  went  down. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  send  you  the  statenuMit  of  Lieutenant 
W.  T.  Sampson,  exe<'utive  officer. 

1  am,  very  respcirtfuUy,  your  oln-dient  servant, 

S.  P.  QuACKENBfSH, 

Lieutenant' Vommandi'r^  (J.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkm.es, 

Scrrrt'tiiry  of  the  Kavy^  Wa»hm^i<m^  D,  C 


B«port  of  Lieutenant  Bampsoo,  IT.  B.  Kbtj,  ezeoative  officer  of  tlie  U.  S.  S.  Fntaptoo. 

V.  S.  1RONCTJ.U   CaTSKILL, 

Charleston  Rfwd^^  S,  6'.,  January  16^  1866. 

Sir:  Upon  me,  as  one  of  the  fortunate,  devolves  the  sad  duty  of 
repftrting  to  you  the  destruction,  by  a  large  torpedo,  of  the  tiionitor 
J\it<ip/iro  whi^le  on  picket  duty. 

In  obedience  to  vour  orders,  the  Patapsco^  on  the  night  of  the  15th 
instant,  was  rounded  to  at  the  usual  station  of  the  advance  monitor, 
butnotancbored.  Twoor  three  picket  ])oat.s,  with  whatgmpnels  could 
tie  obtained  from  the  /'(tta/m'o  and  Ltht'^hy  were  sent  up  t!hc  channel 
to  drag  for  tor|jedoes,  and  if  possible  learn  the  tiature  and  position  of 
any  obstructions  placed  in  the  channel  by  the  rebels.     To  protect  the 
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boats  while  thus  eDga^»d.  the  ]\fiapttfyf  wiw  allowed  to  drift  up  tho 
dmuM^l.  taking ihp  prfiaiitioii  to  ket'p  htn*  head  to  the  stronj^  llmxl  tide. 
til  ;  .'  'rii<rht  tw  tinder  blotter  {x>mmaiid  in  catiH?  our  movement^  drew 
t  J  li  rf. 

To  Mvoid  uiiiieccjiaary  ri>*k  of  lifp.  tho  picket  and  scout  l>oat«  not 
<»iigMged  in  dni^^inp  u-ero  oiiiered  by  you  t<i  pull  otl  on  either  Ih'Uiu 
ana  <|aartcr,  hut  nmmin  in  sight  of  the  vesst-l.  Thn  two  tufjbtMits.  for 
tbe  same  reason,  were  ordei^ed  to  keep  down  channel  of  us,  but  near 
at  band.  The  P<Uap*to  drifted  up  tho  we,st  side  of  the  chnnneK  ffolng 
ahead  slowly  at  tiniefi,  to  keep  her  head  to  tide  and  in  the  <*haniiel. 
When  we  had  reached  a  point  netween  Sumter  und  Moultrie  and  alwut 
5^N)  yard,s  from  the  former,  we  steamed  down  the  channel  under  one 
b*'^  until  we  had  pa.s8cd  the  Lehifih  buoy,  placed  on  the  extreme  end 
of  the  |>oint  makini^  <>nt  from  Murris  Inltinu.  Whih*  stoaminjj  down, 
the  vt'-v-ifl  struck  upon  the  point,  butowing  to  the  stroncj  t'dr  wils  koou 
afloat.  The  monitor  Ij^.h'ujh  was  tlien  in  phiin  wight  and  stime  liOO  or 
4^M>  yards  from  uk  The  PaUipMit  waj?  again  permitted  to  drift  up 
chanoel,  keepinir  her  in  h  or  5^  fathoms  of  water.  Thin  time  wc 
reaches)  a  {x»nt  m  the  lint;  joining  tho  rt>b<>l  signal  station  on  the  south- 
wef*t  point  of  .Sullivan's  Island  and  Kort  8umt4'r.  In  W\\\  meantime  the 
pickt't  iKMite*  were  astern  of  us  dragging.  Rcing  engaged  in  piloting 
the  vessel,  I  did  not  notice  whether  they  were  in  sight  or  not.  lutenn- 
iiig  to  make  our  advances  uj)  the  harbor  gradual,  and  give  the  boat^ 
time  to  learn  the  K>cality  of  any  tt)rpedoes  k\x  (ibstructions,  we  again 
titeaimed  down,  going  fiust  part  of  the  time,  tinlil  we  had  pb.sNeil  the 
I^ehigh  buoy.  AVe  again  drifted  up  to  the  place,  from  which  weslurted 
down  the  second  time.  Wc  again  f*teanuuldown  channel  and  were  going 
four  liells  when  the  vessel  struck  the  tor()ednan<l  sunk  in  about  hfteen 
s<_'(*<inds.  The  last  cast  of  the  lead,  given  a  moment  l)efore  she  struck, 
was  5  fathonw.  We  were  then  alx>ut  3oo  yards  to  the  northward  of 
the  Lehigh  buoy. 

The  tor|H*do  struck  the  vessel  on  the  port  side,  and  just  abreast  the 
bitt**.  und  appeared  to  raise  the  deek,  through  wliich  the  smoke  i.ssued. 

My  first  impression  on  hearing  the  ivport  was  that  a  shot  had  struck 
tho  overhang  ju^t  below  the  water;  but  the  column  of  timoke  and  water 
which  immediately  shot  upward  convinced  me  of  tho  real  nature  of  the 
ejc  plosion. 

Tlie  order  to  start  tin*  pumps  was  inmiediately  given  by  you  down 
through  the  turret.  8o  iiupmcticable  did  the  execution  of  the  order 
appear  the  next  instant  that  1  did  not  repeat  it.  Vou  immediately 
afterwards  gave  the  order  to  man  the  Iwats.  Although  these  orders 
were  given  in  rapid  succej*sion.  only  the  officer  of  the  deck,  who  stept)ed 
from  the  turret  mto  the  !x>at,  and  one  man,  had  time  to  obey  the  last 
order  before  the  lH>ftt  wa.H  atloat  at  the  davits. 

Owing  to  the  wise  precaution  of  having  the  picket  boats  near  at 
band,  allthose  who  were  on  deck  at  the  time  were  .saved.  None  escaped 
from  below  except  the  engineer  and  tireman  on  wntch  and  one  man 
who  passed  from  the  berth  deck  through  into  the  iireroom  and  up  the 
hat<h.  From  my  position  on  top  of  tlie  turret  I  was  al^le  to  form  a 
correct  oitinion  of  the  movements  and  positions  of  tht;  vessid  Ihe  whole 
lime.  Tne  foregoing  report,  1  thinks  contains  all  the  main  iK>intM 
which  came  under  mv  immediate  notice.  T  would  further  add  tliat  at 
no  time,  to  my  knowledge,  were  wc  within  sight  of  any  obsU'uctions. 
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Kmiu  luy  position  on  the  ridgi?  rupf-  round  the  turret,  while  conning 
the  vessel,  I  was  not  aMe  to  avail  niynelf  ctf  your  order  to  man  the 
Ixmts.  1  was  Muin  picked  up  by  one  of  the  picket  huiriehes  and  imme- 
diately oi*dered  llie  ottieer  in  eomuiand  to  pull  up  (lie  liarhor  in  the 
hope  of  pickinj;  up  others, 
Very  i*eniM>ttfully, 

Wm.  T.  Sampson, 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  F.  Quackentjush. 


Beport  of  B«ftr-Adinir«l  Dfthlgren,  TJ.  B.  Vavy,  traumitUag  report  of  proeeedings  of  a 

eonrt  of  enqolry. 

No.  +4.1  Flag-Stkamer  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Hm^urr,  S.  <'.,  JmxHHnj  29,  imn. 

Sik:  I  tmnsmit  herewith  the  pnaieedin^  of  a  court  oi  empiiry  in 
the  oa?*e  of  the  J\U<tpnco,  and  a  copy  *  of  my  confidential  uiiiuile,  which 
exhihiLs  tlie  views  thut  I  expres.sed  to  the  <-aptainH  of  the  monitor.H  on 
the  jr)th,  and,  as  such,  copie.s  were  to  have  lieen  issued  to  all  of  them 
a*"  scKin  as  they  could  hv.  made. 

That  evening  the  disaster  to  the  J*atapH<u  occurred,  and  it  seemed 
proper  to  stay  any  further  exposure  of  the  monitors  for  the  time, 
leaving  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  to  be  effected  by  the  boats 
and  t>itf>*' 

I  wiU  transmit  by  the  J/it^sac/iust-ffj*  a  f^ample  of  the  obstructions 
removed  by  one  of  the  boat.s.  which  were  so  arranged  that  they  would 
not  only  iniiicde  the  propeller  of  a  vessel,  bat  would  actually  anchor 
her  under  tire.  I  just  learn  from  a  negro,  who  was  a  .slave  of  the 
officer  employed  in  the  work,  that  200  anchors  were  put  down. 

The  Department  will  rec.(jjrnize  the  almost  impossibility  of  removing 
obstructions  and  torpedoes  from  channels  under  tire;  wnen  not  under 
fire,  there  i.s  no  diHiculty. 

Some  arrangement  HhouKl  be  made  for  protectinjf  the  monitors,  and 
it  might  }h^.  done,  but  not  here;  there  is  not  the  iimlcrial,  the  tinip,  nor 
the  labor  to  spare,  and,  to  do  it  properly,  it  mig^ht  he  necessary  to 
haul  them  out  of  water. 

I'ronffs.  Iik(^  the  cowcat<her  of  a  locomotive,  could  be  attached,  but 
should  be  under  the  overhanj;,  so  as  to  be  protectinl  from  fire.  This 
would  reijuire  the  monitor  to  be  out  of  water,  and  beucfciing  might  not 
do  for  so  long  a  tinu*. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  l»e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rvar-Adiitirah  Coindtj.  SoiUli  AtlatUi^  Blockadiiig  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  tfm  Navy. 

[Enclnwm.] 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adam«, 
Charleaton  Roadt!^  S-  f.,  January  3^,  1865. 
The  court,  after  mature  deliberation,  from  the  evidence  adduced, 
find  the  following  factij,  viz: 

I.  That  the  L*.  S.  ironclad  Patapecu  was  sunk  about  8  oVlock  and 
ten  minutes,  the  night  of  the  15th  Janiuir^^  1865,  in  5  fathoms  water. 
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II.  That  her  sinking  was  caused  by  b  (orprdo  rxplmling  vindpr  her 
j>ort  .Hide,  ubout  35  foot  from  the  stem. 

III.  That  at  thp  time  of  thid  oxplowtoii  bfac  wiur^  Mtoaniin^  from  the 
direction  of  Fort  Sumter  and  was  at>uut  700  yards  di.staiit  from  it,  on 
xht'  vn'^t  sidt'  of  the  channel. 

IV.  That  *ihe  was  there  to  protect  picket  and  scout  boats  employed 
to  rind  obstmctionis. 

V.  That  .she  wa.s  above  the  rejjulur  picket  statitm  by  order. 
VL  That  shf  sank  almost  immr<Iiatelv  aft*^r  (he  explo.sion. 

A  list  of  the  .surAnvorw.  marked  "B,'  and  of  the  lost,  marked  "C,'' 
are  herewith  ap|)ended. 

G.  H.  Scott, 
Oaptmn  and  Senior  Jldtnuhi^r  nfthif  Court. 

W.   F.   A.  TtJIMlKKT, 

Acting  A8»l8tQnt  Payinaeicr^  Jtidyt-Advocatis, 
(B.) 

Offi<-eni  and  7tn'ti  vnvfifl  from  U.  <**».  rroue^ad  PfitapmiK — Lieutenant- 
Commander  S.  P.  Quackcnbush,  Lieutenant  W.  T.  Sampson,  First 
Assistant  Knpineer  Reynolds  Driver,  Actinjf  En.sijfn  A.  P.  liashford, 
'I'liird  Assistant  Kutrineer  John  .1.  Kyan;  Isaac  Barnes,  lK>at8waiu\s 
mate,  in  charge;  William  Nolan,  Itoatswain's  mate;  Michael  McCutfery, 
gunner's  mate;  l*etcr  Nolan,  ehit'f  (|uarlcrnmst*'r;  Joseph  Uodgers, 
~   ptain  forecastle;  James  Miller,  ijuarter  ufunner;  Richard  Cutining- 

m,  coxKwain;  Andrew  Lawson,  fclward  T.  Eden,  (ieor^e  \V.  Wing, 
seamen;  Andrew  Fenton,  Hu^h  McGowan.  James  Murphy,  Kdward 
Blake,  ordinary  .seamen;  Henry  Wiegel,  George  A.  Beclcer,  Michael 
Serjfeant,  Robert  K.  Brown.  Peter  Ross,  JoHcph  Johnson,  Kdward 
Gnnnaley,  Michael  Douland,  Janten  M.  ThoniaH,  (inorge  Caldwell, 
landsmen;  Jamen  H.  Mulhearn,  Kdward  Bogan,  James  H.  Burke,  (irnt- 
<;las**  boys;  John  H.  Sikes,  first-rlass  Hreman;  Fxlward  (Joulden, 
Thomas  Bacbe,  Jamcit  ().  (iorman,  John  MeCarty.  James  (TBrien, 
Jami's  J.  Ri*udv,  second-<'hiss  iireuien;  John  Larkin,  Wayne  Weest, 
Thomas  Shea.  Thomas  Pyne.  roal  hravers. 

The  above  is  a  correct  list  of  all  the  enlisted  men  saved  from  the 
Piiiftpsai  the  night  of  the  Ifith  of  January. 

In  addition  lo  IIk*  alM>v(',  the  rjnitain.  exeeutive  officer,  chief  engi- 
nev?r,  engineer  of  the  watch,  and  Etibigu  Bashford  were  wived. 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieaten4tnt- Commander^  Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Lehigh. 

Jamjahy  16,  lSt>4. 

(C.) 

^{fffrern  and  men  lout  in  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Patap%co. — John  White, 
arting  master;  Sjimucl  IL  Peltx,  assistant  surgeon;  William  S.  Cree- 
vev,  acting  assistant  jwiymastcr;  Jamci;  C.  Brown,  Joseph  8.  Johnson, 
actinp  ensigns;  George  L.  Palmer,  acting  second  assistant  cngiucer; 
DeW  itt  G.  Davis,  Benjamin  R.  Stevens,  third  assistant  enguieers; 
Benjamin  B.  Navlor,  pilot  (not  found);  Aaron  C  Fifield,  master-at- 
arms;  William  l^etersou,  captain  of  forecastle;  Thomas  Brown,  cox- 
swain; William  H.  Miller, Samuel  Keiniston,  quartermaster?:  Michael 
Fitzgerald,  gunner's  mate;  James  F.  Hathaway,  yeoman;  William  H. 
Bis.*jiDgtoD,  paymaster's  stewai*d;  John  Woelfkens,  surgeon's  steward; 
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Jacob  H.  Funk,  captain  of  the  hold;  Edward  A.  Williams,  ship's  cook; 
Samuel  Macra,  wardroom  cook;  Alexander  Davis,  wardroom  steward; 
John  Smith,  caiTjenters  mate;  Alexander  Black,  captain'-s  steward; 
Martin  Morley,  snip's  writer;  Alfred  Taylor,  sick  nurse;  Albert  Dun- 
bar, James  Stevens,  captains  of  after  guard;  John  Francis,  coxswain; 
Hiram  Whiter,  quarter  gfunner;  Joseph  Goodall,  Alexander  Arm- 
strong, seamen;  Ijorenzo  C  Blaisdell,  Ijewis  K.  Plummer,  Evan  M. 
Hopkins,  ordinary  seamen;  William  Moore,  James  Movie,  Michael 
Barrow,  John  McGinley,  Charles  O.  Washburne,  JoHn  Manning, 
James  Dwyer,  Bernard  Cforregan,  Henry  Williams,  landsmen;  Eugene 
Cone,  Seth  Brinkley,  first-class  boys;  Frank  Albertson,  John  Bradley, 
first-class  firemen;  Thomas  Murphy,  second-class  fireman;  John  Mason, 
first-class  fireman;  Patrick  Hawkins,  second-class  fireman;  Edwin 
Gibbs,  first-class  fireman;  James  Nielan,  William  M.  Roouand,  Wil- 
liam P.  Burbeck,  David  Ilaggett,  second-class  firemen;  John  Farron, 
Thomas  Cain,  Samuel  M.. Davenport,  William  Gordon,  coal  heavers. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.S.  Navy  ^  to  Commander  Thomp- 
son^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  amume  iempomry  command  of  the  U.  S»  S. 
Sonoma. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Of  OharUi^ton,  January  17,  1S65. 
Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma  at  Port  Royal  you 
will  assume  the  teuiporar^*  command  of  that  vessel  for  special  service 
for  a  few  days. 

Very  respei'tfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Rear-Admiralj  Cmmlg.  Souih  Atlantic  Blockading  SqiMdron. 

Commander  Egbert  Thompson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 


Letter  from  Majw-General  Sh^rman^  U.  S.  Army.,  to  Rear- Admiral 
Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  plan»  of  operations. 

HKAnguARTERS  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In.  tike  Fields  Savannah.,  January  17^  ISb'ii. 
Dear  Admiral:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  the  16th 
instant,  with  the  letter  and  roll  of  charts  from  Admiral  Porter.  I 
send  you  herewith  a  letter*  to  Admiral  Porter,  which  J  l>eg  you  will 
send  him  at  your  earliest  convenience,  but  it  is  not  of  enough  impor- 
tance to  detach  a  ship.  I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  monitor 
Pata^mco^  especially  that  she  carried  down  so  many  valuable  lives. 
Admiral  Porter  thinks  he  and  General  Terry  can  take  Fort  Fisher,  or 
at  all  events  occupy  the  peninsula  above  it  and  cut  itotf  from  W^ilming- 
ton.  Of  this  we  shall  hear  soon,  as  he  proposed  to  renew  the  attack 
on  the  13th  or  IJrth,  and  in  case  of  taking  Fort  Fisher  ho  would  send 
to  Charleston  all  his  fleet,  save  enough  to  blocka<le  Wilmington  and 
keen  up  communications  for  the  troops  on  shore.  Otherwise  he  could 
hola  on  there  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  about  there,  to  keep 

•See  Juries  I,  vol.  U,  p.  612. 
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them  from  me.  Vou  will  have  heanl  that  we  took  Pocotaligo  on  the 
15th,  a<-*rording-  to  my  platiH,  and  we  now  have  the  Seveiitoeuth  Corps, 
Geuerul  BUiir,  jstmiiirlv  intrfincbed  on  the  railroad.     I   would  bv  tnis 


time  alho  have  had  my  left  wing  at  Sister's  Ferry,  hut  have  beon.  and 
still  am.  delayed  by  the  nonarrival  uf  our  Htore^  necessary  to  till  our 
waj^oHH.  T  will  j/et  all  the  army  in  motion.  The  Hrst  installment  of 
(leneral  (I^over^s  diviHion,  which  i.s  to  jjarrison  Savannah,  has  just 
arrived,  and  all  will  l>e  in  to-moiTow.  I  would  prefer  ^'ou  should  nin 
no  riyk  at  all.  When  we  are  known  to  be  in  rear  of  Charleston,  about 
Brunehvillc  and  Oranjjeburjj,  it  will  be  well  t^j  watch  if  the  enemy  lets 
po  of  Charleston,  in  which  case  Foster  will  o*'fupv  it,  olherwi^se  the 
feint  nhould  he  alxiut  HulTs  Bay.  We  will  need  no  rover  about  Port 
Koyal;  nothinjj  but  tin*  usual  ^uard  .ships.  1  think  that  you  will  con- 
cur with  me  that,  in  anticipation  of  the  movement  of  my  army  to  the 
rear  of  the  c<m.Ht,  it  will  bo  unwise  to  subject  your  ships  to  the  heavy 
artillery  of  the  enemy  or  his  sunken  torpedoes.  1  will  instruct  Foster, 
when  he  knows  I  have  f(ot  near  BranciiviUe.  to  make  a  landinjf  of  a 
small  force  at  Bull's  Bay,  to  threat**n,  and  it  may  be  occupy,  the  road 
from  Mount  Pleasant  to  Georgetown.  Thi.s  will  make  the  enemy 
bidieve  I  design  to  turn  down  against  Charleston  and  give  me  a  good 
oflin^  for  Wilmington.  I  will  write  you  again  fully  on  the  eve  of 
starting  in  person. 

lour  friend, 

W.  T.  Shekman, 

Mujifi'-  irfnerctl* 
Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloren, 

dfjnmandiTuj  South  AtUtrdic  S*/uad7\*n^  0^  Oharl^mt, 


LetttT  fr&ia  Colond  Kozl^y,  U,  8,  Army^  to  Luntttftiant- Commander 
Johu-non^  U.  S.  NfN-y^  reqitestiiig  a  aemouJitnitton  in  frotxt  and 
fvar  of  ZegareviUe,  S.  C. 

Headquauters  United  States  Forces, 

F(tllt/  lH!nn(f,  A  0. ,  rTnnuary  19,  18G5. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  district  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  yon  '*  to  proceed  up  St<^>no  and  Kiawah  rivers  and 
shell  the  front  and  rear  of  I-K-'gari-ville,  to  see  whether  the  enemy  has 
new  or  old  batteries  there,  to  discover  their  strength,  make  a  great 
noise,  worry  them,  and  cause  them  to  l>elieve  we  are  strong." 

I  most  res|>ectfn!ly  request  io  be  informed  whether  the  alxtve  t^n 
be  complied  with,  that  1  may  so  stivte  to  the  general  commanding. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

E.  A.  Kozlav, 
Colonel  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Fb/^s.,  Comd<j.  Post, 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Johnson, 

Seiiivr  Officer^  Commandint/  Fleet  at  Stono  Inlet, 
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Order  (yf  Rear -Admiral  DaMgren^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Com- 
TYianaer  Belknap^  U.  S.  Navu^  regarding  meafrurf^  of  protection 
against  Confederate  torpedo  ooattt. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads^  January  10^  1865, 

Sib:  You  will  lose  no  time  in  securing  the  6W7^^>y)/c'«w  against  the 
possible  action  of  the  rebel  torpedo  boats;  temporary  fenders  must  be 
used  until  permanent  fixtures  can  be  provided. 

Boat  patrol  must  be  used  with  vigilance,  and  sucli  other  measures 
resorted  to  as  are  in  common  practice  here,  and  which  you  will  best 
become  acquainted  with  by  visiting  the  monitors  that  have  been 
stationed  here. 

It  is  presumed  your  anchors  and  chains  are  in  good  condition  and 
sufficient  for  such  weather  as  may  be  expected  here  at  this  season. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Rlod'ading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  E.  Belknap, 

Cmnmanding   U.  S.  S.  Can/miciM, 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commander  A. 
W.  Weaver,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  MaJu/pac.  Order 
dated  January  20, 1865,  of  like  tenor,  to  Commander  Enoch  G.  Parrott, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monadnock.] 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahloren^  U.  S.  Nairy^  to  Commander  Balch, 
U.  S.  Na^yy,  commanding  tj.  S.  S.  Paumee.,  to  proceed:  to  duty  in 
North  Edisto  River. 

Flag-Steameu  Harvest  Moon, 
CharleJ<ton  Roads,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir:  After  towing  the  Montauh  to  Stono,  which  you  will  do  when 
the  weather  is  favorable,  you  will  proceed  to  North  Edisto  without 
delay  and  join  the  Sonoma  in  controlling  the  river. 

Keep  me  advised  of  your  movements,  and  also  those  of  the  enemy. 
Knock  down  any  of  the  enemy's  batteries  in  reach  of  your  guns. 
Be  careful  not  to  encounter  torpedoes. 

A  report  has  reached  me  that  the  rebel  advance  has  fallen  back  to 
Adams  Run  before  General  Howard. 

A  copy  of  the  Smioma^s  orders  is  herewith  enclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  George  B.  Balch, 

Commanding   U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  IL  S.  Nairy,  to  Gmnmander  Thomp- 
son,tl.  S.  A'at'y,commandi?iglI.  S.  S.  Som/ma.,  for  a  reconnoissance 
in  tlks  North  Edisto  River. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads,  S.  C,  January  19,  1866. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Edisto  and  feel  your  way  up  the  river  so 
far  as  it  ma^'  be  judicious  to  do  so,  in  order  to  ascertain  where  are  the 
present  positions  of  the  rebels. 


flOITTI?    ATI.ANTrr    BI.oCKADIXfl    SQrADUON.  18S 

Your  tK>ttts  should   swtM»|>  woll  for  torpodoos  in  advaniT  of  tlir* 
strtinier. 

If  you  encoxintor  any  forci^  that  can  Vre  dispowd  of  hy  your  Krft, 

do  HO. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obodipnt  jtprvnnt, 

J.  A.  DAIfLORKN, 

Heftr'Admintly  Ciniidy.  South  Athnft'r  flfovhifiuKj  StftunJiint. 

Comiimnder  E.  Thomi»8on» 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonomn. 


Report   of  Rear-Admival   DcthUjrtnj^  U,    S,    ^v/7*v,   rfffajHlinff  vt}H»eJ9 
rtxfntly  urritvd  f/'oi/i  tht:  Ntfrfh  Athtnfiv  Blftrhfidinr^  Squadnm. 

No.  35.]  Flao-Steamku  Harvrst  Moon, 

Ckari^sfon  Roiuh,  S.  C,  Jnnuai-y  W,  iSGi'. 

Str:  The  monitors  Ca?w?iicus  and  Mahopae  arrived  here  yesterday; 
also  the  Sfumandoaks  Jitiiiata^  Tuxnideroga^    Tiiscarora^  and  State  of 

The  Mohimn  ha.s  arriTe<l  at  Port  Royal. 

To-dav  anived  the  M^nntdrHM'k  and  I\eystoue  Sfaf€, 

The  OammieuH  is  in  g-ootl  ordor,  hut  thn  Mulutixu^  han  a  XV-inch 
burst,  which  can  not  be  replaced  here;  her  decks  are  reported  to  leak 
badly. 

The  T'nymderoqa  and  Jnn'mtn  are  reported  in  immediate  jicfd  of 
much  repair  in  ttie  steam  4e|)artrnent;  ttiry  arc  now  in  tliis  hiirI>or, 
and  orders  have  been  piven  to  pliK-o  thfni  in  serviceable  t'ondltion. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  wervant, 

J,  A.  DAHUiltEN, 

Rt-ar- Admiral,  Comd<f.  South  At.lanti<^ Bfockading  Stptadrmi. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Weu.es, 

Secratary  tf  the  Navy. 


Ord^  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgrtti,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Rolando^ 
TJ.  S.  Nmyy^  <y}ninHindin//f/.  S.  S.  Keystonr  State^  to  tmc  the  (J.  S.  S, 
Montatik  to  M'ihningt^m^  N,  C, 

FLAOSHIP  HARVEfiT  MoON, 

Clutrftnt^m.  RfHidn^  Jan  wiry  2U  1S65. 
Sir:  Conformably  to  the  rcqne-st  of  Adniiml  Porter,  you  will  tow 
the  monitor  JA^/^M?/^  to  him  at  Wilnunfjjton  a^^  si>on  an  ahe  is  ready, 
provided  it  can  be  done  bafely,  in  your  opinion. 

If  you  encounter  a  heavy  sea  on  the  paysage,  I  should  advise  not  to 
tow  the  monitor  against  it  if  she  coraplainy.  but  let  her  east  otf  and 
run  with  the  sea  quarters,  and  a  few  turns  of  the  screw  for  steer- 
age way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

J.  A.  PAnLOREN, 

Rear-Admind. 
Commander  Roi>akdo, 

Commanding  Keystone  Siaf^. 
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Letter  from  Reur- Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  S>  Navy^  to  Rear-Adtniral 
Porter,  U.  S.  Naiyy^  regarding  the  loan  of  a  light-draft  monitor. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads^  January  SI,  I860. 
Admiral:  Captain  Rolando,  of  the  Keystone  State,  handed  me  3^our8* 
of  the  19th  yesterday  about  2  p.  m.,  just  as  a  northeaster  had  set  in, 
and  it  was  too  late  that  day  to  cross  the  bar  with  the  swell  that  was  on. 
1  can  very  illy  spare  a  monitor  at  this  time,  having  lost  the  Patapsco^ 
and  received  three  more,  one  with  only  a  single  gun,  instead  of  four, 
and  the  Ironsides. 

This  may  reduce  mv  force  too  low  to  make  the  impression  I  should 
desire  on  the  rebel  batteries,  if  General  Foster  will  undertake  his 
part  of  the  attack  I  have  in  view,  and  which  1  feel  sure  will  succeed. 
But  I  also  entertain  a  deep  interest  in  3^our  concluding  what  you 
have  so  well  begun,  and  therefore  send  one  of  the  lightest  draft  moni- 
tors that  l^have,  on  the  condition,  however,  that  you  will  guarantee 
her  return  to  me  in  one  week,  or  sooner,  if  I  send  for  her. 

I  have  also  to  usk  that  j'ou  will  apprise  the  Navy  Department  of 
this,  and  that  3  ou  will  answer  for  my  compliance  with  your  request. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informed  me  that  he  ha^  ordered  you 
to  send  me  all  the  vessels  you  could  spare.     The  Brooklyn  has  not 
arrived.     Will  you  please  to  dispatch  her  to  me,  and  any  other  good 
broadsides  you  may  have,  together  with  some  double-enders. 
I  am,  very  respectf  uUj',  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Cowdg.  South  Atlmitlc  Blockading  Sguad/ron. 
Rear-Admii*al  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  V.   8.  Nat^,  regarding  tieed  of 

7iaval  stores. 

No.  32.]  Flag-Steameb  Harvest  Moon, 

I^ort  Royal  Ilarhor,  Janxiai^  Si^,  1866. 

Sir:  The  naval  storekeeper  finds  the  stores  on  hand  so  nmch  reduced, 
and  the  consumption  so  much  increased  by  the  arrival  of  additional 
vessels,  that  it  seems  expedient  to  apprise  the  Department  forthwith, 
in  order  that  the  pressing  necessitv  may  be  met  as  soon  as  possible. 

There  are  other  requisitions  wliich  require  attention.  Additional 
vessels  and  guns  have  ai'rived,  but  they  have  expended  their  ammuni- 
tion largely,  and  supplies  are  needed  for  the  purpose. 

For  these  reasons,  I  send  a  special  steamer  to  conve3'  the  requisi- 
tions to  the  proper  bureaus. 

The  time  for  active  operations  is  rapidly  approaching,  and  General 
Sherman  may  be  expected  to  move  in  a  few  days. 

His  right  wing  has  been  transported  by  water  from  Thunderbolt  to 
Beaufort,  and  the  heads  of  columns  are  on  the  railroad  above  Poco- 
taligo. 

The  left  wing  will  soon  push  out  from  Savannah,  and  the  whole 
army  will  then  advance  on  its  intended  line  of  march. 

*See  Series  I,  volume  11,  p.  615. 
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Savannah  will  l>o  held  by  a  gnniHoii  of  tibout  5,0(X>  tixjopn  iu  the 
works  extending  from  ThuDdeil>olt  on  thr  loft  to  tho  Sjivnnnah  Kiver 
on  the  riglit. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yunr  obodient  .servant, 

.r.  A.  [UiiumKN, 
JictiT-Aiimiral,  C&nidg.  South  Atlantic  Hhx-kading  SSquafhtm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weu.Et}, 

Secrttary  oftJie  Navy. 


lit'porf  of  Rear'Admira?  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Nory^  regarding  j^nijKtsed 
ifieasureJi  uf  vooptfratlon  with  Major- Gentfrul  ^/n^nfta/i^  IL  /S.  Army. 

No.  33.]  Flao-Steamek  Harvkst  Moox, 

Port  Royal  IIarh*n\  January  ^,  I860. 

Sih:  The  Department  is  already  atlvised  by  my  previoiw  li'tt*'i*s.  and 
no  doubt  more  fully  by  intelligence  from  the  \\  ar  Department,  uf  the 
precise  objeet  of  (ieneral  Sherman's  operation. 

To  asaLst  in  this  a  divei-sion  iw  to  bt«  made  upon  Charleston,  though 
(icnerul  Sherman  is  directly  opjKised  to  any  direct  attack  from  sea- 
ward upon  tho  harbor  or  upon  Jamea  Island. 

Geneml  Foster  will  not,  therefore,  engage  iu  anything  of  the  kind,  but 
will,  conjointly  with  me,  undertake  such  a  move  along  the  approaches 
to  Mount  Pleasant  from  Bull's  Bay  as  to  embarraijs  the  rebel  general 
tie  to  the  i-eal  design. 

The  forc-e  I  have  is  not  equal  U\  anything  more  than  a  cooperation 
with  the  army,  and  is  therefore  limited  to  wTiat  the  genenils  may  elect. 

Ansuming,  however,  that  the  rebel  garrisons  will  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  I  have  projwsi'd  i^y  (leiieral  Foster  an  attjick  on  a  portion 
of  their  works,  whit-h  1  am  very  bonefiil  of.  At  the  same  time  it  relies 
very  mueh  njore  on  the  prosLimetl  reduction  of  the  rebel  force  by 
Geneml  tShermau's  interior  operation  than  on  our  own  strength. 

General  Foster  has  it  now  under  consideration,  and  is  so  far  weU 
inclined  to  it  that  he  <»nly  wants  the  sanction  of  Geneml  iShernmn. 

I  can  not,  however,  avoid  comparing  the  force  at  my  disposal  with 
that  whieli  has  been  assigned  to  other  admirals.  I  have  not  a  single 
g<xid  broadside  even  of  one  deck;  the  Pmcn^c  is  the  heaviest,  8  guns. 

1  hope,  therefore,  the  Department  may  bo  able  to  diH^mt^'h  som** 
vessels  of  the  kind  with  a  draft  not  exceeding  15  feet,  and  as  mmh 
lighter  as  may  be. 

I  iind  that  the  monitors  which  come^  liere  bring  nu  aiuumnition  with 
tbem,  and  thus  rendering  my  stock  per  gun  t<H}  low. 

I  send  a  steamer  to  inforai  the  Bureau  of  this,  and  ask  that  a  s«p]>ly 
of  XV-inch  ammunition  may  be  sent  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  Ije,  very  i-espectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiujuen, 
Rear-Admhiil^  Vmudg.  South  Atlaiiiic  Blockadiny  Squadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrtitary  of  tAa  Ncmy. 
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Repiirt  of  R&tT'Aihiiiml  Daldgrt'n^  U.  S.  JVaty^  rty<tf<ltn*f  juroponfd 
lipemtlon/t  ngalntst  Gff*r<jetinciu  S.  (_\ 

No.  37.]  Fi^G-STKA>fKK  Harvest  Moon, 

1*01-1  lif/yiil  Harhio\  January  '2-^^  JSGft. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  pa|>er  onolosed  by  the  Dejmrtment  in  rela- 
tion to  the  harbor  of  Georgetown. 

'i'he  snbject  has  not  escaped  my  attention.  The  Department  will  find 
in  a  previous  dLspttt<;h  (23a  September,  No,  471)  an  observation  to  the 
effect  that  the  uetiichnient  ot  Captain  Colvocorenses  had  int«*rfpred 
with  the.  execution  of  sooni  phms.  This  referred  more  ininiediately  to 
a  raid  on  Georgetown,  designed  to  capture  the  battery  in  that,  harbor 
and  effectually  close  it.  Captain  Colvocorestses  had  been  nent  up,  and 
made  a  full  reconnoissance  of  the  gronn<U  and  the  preiwititions  were 
going  on.  It  is  not  every  naval  officer  who  has  a  tarito  for  such  matters, 
and  Iwas  entirely  at  a  loss  at  the  time  for  an  officer  of  sufficient  rank 
and  exj>erience  to  be  entrusted  with  oOt)  sailors  away  fi-om  the  ships, 
and  to  ensure  a  perfect  concert  with  the  vessels. 

Soon  after  {September  2y)  the  M\ihunk  was  detached,  and  that  deprived 
me  of  at  least  300  men  that  I  had  counted  on,  and  could  not  replace. 
So  I  had  to  i>ostiM>n(^  lf»e  design  for  the  time. 

Since  that  time  T  have  kt^pt  as  goixl  a  ve,sst>l  off  the  port  as  <'ould 
be  spared. 

The  Department's  communication  of  the  13th  instant  has  been  so  far 
anticipated  that  on  the  arrival  of  fresh  vessels  from  the  North  Atlantic 
Squaciron  I  sent  there  the  State  of  Otf/rt/f'a^  and  ordered  the  TuMca- 
7y>r</,  also  the  Mi/t(/f/t',  as  soon  as  sfie  could  1)6  spared  from  action  with 
U»e  division  of  General  Foster  on  tbeTulifinn\'. 

When  the  diversions  anddemon>tnitions  asked  for  by  Genend  Sher- 
man have  been  concluded  by  his  advance,  1  may  have  to  give  some 
attention  to  (Jeorgetown,  in  order  to  meet  any  contingency  dependent 
on  ills  desire  to  communicate. 

I  observe  that  Admiral  Porter,  in  one  of  his  squadron  orders,  says 
that  he  can  land  2,*iU»  men  and  not  feel  it. 

If  I  could  do  that,  many  effective  enterprises  might  be  conducted 
on  this  coast.  But  the  squadron  is  now  tJOO  men  short,  and  cvgw  the 
detail  for  the  fleet  brigade,  500  men,  was  the  cause  of  continued  appeals 
to  me  from  the  vesscrs, 

I  will  reorganize  the  brigade  again  as  soon  as  it  is  po&sible,  and 
hope  that  it  may  be  convenient  to  lill  the  complements  of  ships  at  an 
early  thitc. 

If  sailors  are  organized  they  will  stand  fire  a«hore  just  as  well  as 
soldiers;  and  no  better  duty  was  done  by  anv  regiment  in  the  expedi- 
tion of  Broad  River  than  by  the  sailors  and  murines  of  the  brigade. 
Th»'y  never  gave  way. 

I  gave  my  personal  attention  to  the  organization  and  drill  for  three 
days,  and  went  ashoi-e  with  them  at  Bovd's  Neck,  where  they  landed 
and  pushed  well  up  ahead  before  a  regiment  was  ashore;  the  sailors, 
marines,  and  howitzers  deployed  as  skirmishers  over  an  extended 
front. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAinxiUEN, 
Rear-Admiral^  Cwntltj.  South  Atlantic  Blochidhuj  S<juadrfyn, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nai^y. 
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ieport  of  Rfiar'AdmtTyii  Dahlgrrrn^  U,   S.  Nai*y,  frattsmUtrng  htfi^r 

omtlratlon  in  the  Edi^to  or  Stono  River. 

No.  38.]  Flao.-Steajiku  Harvest  Moon, 

Pttrt  Rmjid  Jhirhoi;  Jfintutry  2Jf^  1S6S. 

Sm:  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  note  from  General  Sherman  conveys 
tht"  latest  information  to  this  Hate  of  the  wtat^  of  thinps  here. 

I  huve  the  JJai  Vhln(f  and  a  tug  in  the  Couil»uhee  to  assist  the  move 
at  that  fony. 

The  Souoina  is  in  the  North  Edisto,  and  the  Pawrtfe  leaves  at  early 
lijfht  with  ft  tug  for  the  Ashepoo.  where  a  battery  and  obstructions 
ari^  report4'd. 

The  orders  of  all  are  to  drive  in  the  rebel  pickets  and  knock  down 
hiH  batteries  where  they  c^n  be  reached. 

The  Tuactirwa^  Miitgim^  Stat^of  Ott/njia^  and  KtpalcnTG  at  George- 
town, with  ortlern  to  prevent  the  ereilion  there  of  any  batteries. 

The  Pi/jitlaeX^  in  tJie  Savannah  Kiver,  at  Purysburg,  advancing  with 
General  Sherman'.s  extreme  left.  The  dp  mon. strati  on  desired  bv  (ren- 
cml  Sherman  at  Charleston  may  bo  said  to  Ix»  K^giin  l)y  thi?  collection 
there  of  so  many  ironclads. 

VV  hen  Admiral  Porter  sent  the  ManadntK'k  he  apprised  me  that  her 
draft  was  too  great  for  Iiis  purpose,  and  reriuested  that  I  would  send 
him  one  of  the  lightest  draft  monitors  in  exchange.  His  words  were: 
^' There  are  one  or  two  forts  on  the  river  that  I  can  not  wind  up  with- 
out an  ironclad."  If  I  t'ould  have  asked  the  instructions  of  the  De- 
partment I  should  have  done  so.  As  it  was,  an  im|iortant  obje^'t 
ri'ipiired  me  to  a<^t,  and  1  did  as  I  believed  tho  DepiirtnuMit  would  have 
me  do.  I  ordered  the  JAM«^<;r/^  to  be  sent  to  Kear-Admind  Porter. 
on  the  condition,  hi)wt!V)'r,  tlmt  it  was  for  a  wi'»?k  onlv.  It  wiis  a  great 
exertion  of  self-dnnial,  for  1  fiidieved  and  hoped  there  would  bo  lis 
great  nerd  here  for  all  the  force  1  could  conunand,  and  what  I  had 
received  fell  far  short  of  my  expectation.--. 

The  Department  will  no  doubt  eretiit  me,  therefore,  with  a  strong 
persuasion  that  1  was  doing  the  best  for  the  public  int^^rests. 

It  would  t>e.  very  advantageous  if  more  light-draft  vessels  were  sent 
here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  rpspe<!tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahi/iken, 
Rear-Admiral^  Omndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockadintj  6'*piadroji. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wellks, 

iSeerehirt/  ofih^  Namj. 

[Knclarare.] 
HEAIHJUARTER.S    MlLTTART    DmSION   OF  THE    MISSISSIPPI, 

lu  thn  FiM,  Bfuufin't,  S.  C'.,  January  L^4,  1S65, 
Dear  Admiral:  Weather  is  now  fine  and  promises  us  dry  land.  I 
will  go  to-dav  to  Pocotaligoand  Coos:iwhatchie.  To-morrow  will  dem- 
onstrate on  Salkehatchie  and  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  fire  up 
Kdisto  or  Stono,  just  to  make  the  enemy  uneasy  on  that  Hank,  and  to 
develop  if  he  intends  to  hold  fast  to  Charleston  and  Columbia,  both. 

It  will  take  live  days  for  Slocum  to  get  out  of  the  savanna**  of  Savan- 
nah, and  during  that  time  1  will  keep  Howard  seemingly  movii»g  direct  i 
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on  Charleston,  though  with  no  purpose  of  going  beyond  the  Salke- 
hatchie. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  Shermax, 

MajijT-  General. 
Admii-al  Dahlgren. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  JVav^i/^  to  Major- Gcin-rn! 
Sherman^  U.  S.  Amiy^  acceding  to  requ^tfor  cooperatimi. 

Hilton  Head,  Jammry  ^4-,  ^^^^ — 4-  P-  'f"- 
This  northwest  wind  will  dry  up  the  roads  and  drain  the  swamps. 
The  So?ioma  is  in  the  North  Edisto.  The  Dai  Chlng  in  the  Combaheo, 
with  orders  to  annoy  the  rebels  as  much  as  possible,  to  land  and  drive 
in  their  pickets.  The  Pa^imee  is  just  leaving  for  the  South  Edisto. 
I  hear  that  a  battery  and  obstructions  have  been  felt  on  the  Ashepoo, 
and  much  alarm  at  our  reconnoissance.  The  Pawnee  will  go  there 
and  try  to  knock  it  down.  It  is  said  to  be  20  miles  up  the  Ashepoo. 
If  General  Howard's  men  feel  that  way,  it  might  prove  of  interest. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral^  IL  S.  Nav^y, 
Majcr-Geueral  Sherman. 


Order  of  Reo/r-Admiral  Dahlgren^    U.    S.  Navy^  to   Captain   Scott, 
U.  S,  Navy^  settlor  officer^  inner  hlockad^i  of  Churleaton^  to  tfearch 
for  torpedoes. 

Flagship, 
P&rt  Royal,  S.  C,  Januaty  H.  1865. 
Sir:  I  wish  to  have  the  water  well  searched  for  torpedoes  on  a 
line  nearlv  parallel  to  the  beach  of  Sullivan's  Island,  and  about  800  or 
1,000  yards  from  it,  from  opposite  Moultrie  and  ranging  out  seaward 
as  far  as  the  shoal  allows,  bemg  nearly  a  continuation  of  a  line  passing 
through  Johnson  and  Sumter. 

This  must  be  done  by  the  boats  at  night,  coA-ered  liy  tugs  as  well  as 
possible. 
Do  not  move  the  monitors  from  their  usual  position  in  such  work. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 
Captain  G.  H.  Scott, 

IT.  S.  Ship  John  Adamfs,  Senior  Officer^  Jnntr  BlochuL'. 


Report  of  Conttnander  Pt^le,  U.  S.  JVatw,  regarding  a  rcconnoLssancf 
in  North  Edisto  River. 

U.  S.  Sixx)P  OF  War  St.  Ijouis, 
North  Edisto  Ri/ver,  South  Carolina,  Jamuiry  £J,  ISOCk 
Sib:  Understanding  you  were  desirous  of  ascertaining  if  the  enemy 
had  any  force  in  this  neighborhood,  I  sent  the  launch  and  gig  up  river 
to-day  on  a  reconnoissaDce  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Stewart,  ana  here- 
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with  f  ncloHp  his  report.*  lie  w!is  lii*ed  upon  in  Tojrodo  Crock  )iy  the 
cm'my's  pu-kt'ts.  mul  rt'turnfU  their  lire  Imrstinj,' a  yholl  in  the  hoUvSe 
in  whirh  (hev  woro  Unijircl. 

Very  rPspoctfviUy.  your  obedient  servant, 

Geoboe  Henrv  Prebi-k. 

Kear-Admiru!  .Tons   A.  Paiiia^jren.  V .  S.  Navy. 

Voinmanifhiif  Stmfh  A/^'in/ir  liitHhuHity  Stjiuidron, 


Ah«fTtU)t  Utg  of  the  U.  S.  S.  PwUUic„  Lieutejwnt-Coni.inaiider  Xt/<;«, 
I'.  S.  Xavy^  commandmg. 

Ja7UPJryB^^lS6o.~SU^ViVD.\n^  up  Savannah  River,  ut  11:37  a.  m., 
came  to  with  intern  anchor  100  yards  below  Sister's  Ferry  BIutT.  ^lor- 
ralPtt  LaudiiijTi  in  '^  fathoms  wnter.  At  I  p.  m.  nent  second  eutter  and 
cn*w  ashore  stouting",  in  I'harge  of  the  executive  officer.  At  4:45  p.  m. 
cleared  ship  for  action  for  the  night.  Mr.  Win-ilow  returned  to  the, 
ship  with  a  prisoner,  .lolin  (Jaylord.  Took  jxissession  of  the  I)h»ff ' 
overlookinj(  landiu>;:  and  occupied  it  for  a  picket  Htatioii.  At  o;30 
sent  u  boat  into  thi'  hmdinjj  to  do  picket  duty  for  the  night. 

Jatiuary  '2fi. — At  7  a.  ni.  sent  second  cutter  to  the  lantling.  At  7:30 
a.  m.  second  cutter  and  dingey  returned,  bring^ing  James  M.  Kioet- 
wootl,  .1.  A.  Ganaan,  and  J.  B.  Metzger,  prisoners  of  war.  At  10 
sent  a  fscoutinjf  iMirt\'  asliore,  in  cliarge  of  Executive  Officer  O.  F. 
Winslow.  At  11  got  underway  and  steamed  np  the  river,  but  finding 
the  bluff  too  high  to  range  our  guns,  returned  to  our  former  ]>osition. 
Mr.  Winslow  and  party  returned  to  the  ship.  At  \\?A)  p.  m.  sent  bout 
ashore,  in  einirge  of  Kxeciitivr  Officer  Winslow,  to  erect  rifle  pits  for 
our  pickets  on  the  hlulT. 

Jtftnutnf  ^0. — At  IH  a.  m..  Third  Assistant  Engineer  C.  A.  I'ljer, 
accom|«nied  by  Acting  fJunner  C  F.  Adaius  and  4  men,  went  on  a 
reeonnoissance  on  shore,  Ai  5:;iO  p.  ni.  a  contraband  came  on  bourd 
and  reported  4  of  our  uien  heing  captured  by  the  rebels.  At  11  p.  m. 
pickets  on  shore  hailed  a  boat  with  sounething  in  tow.  .steering  toward 
the  »hip:  receiving  no  answer,  lircd  two  roundu  of  canister  and  one 
shell. 

January  ^7, — At  11  a.  in.  sent  a  party  on  shore  to  erect  a  flagstaff. 
Sent  Second  Assistant  Kngineer  H.  V.  Bradford  and  John  Ilynds,  lire- 
roan,  to  comnumicate  with  the  enemy  under  flag  of  truce,  \ty  order 
of  the  commanding  officer.  Iteturned  to  sliip  at  i,  having  coniniuiii- 
eabed  with  rebel  pickets. 

Janttfinj  i'V. — I'rom  4  to  8  a.  m.  Second  Assistant  Engineer  II.  F, 
Bradford  went  on  shore  to  communicate  with  the  enemy  under  Hag  of 
truce,  by  order  of  coiumandlng  otlircr.  Sergeant  of  marines  and  2 
privates  went  on  shore  to  comnumicate  with  the  advance  of  the  Four- 
teenth Corps.  At  10  a.  m.  General  Slocum's  command  came  in  on  the 
Georgia  hank.  Withdrew  pickets  from  shore,  got  underway  and 
.steamed  up  Savannah  River.  At  11  t^nie  to  anchor  off  t?isti^r'H 
Ferry.  At  IhlJO  J.  T.  Tappan  came  alongside,  a  deserter  from  the 
rei>el  gunf)oat  Mftcon^  at  Augusta. 

Jafiuary  '29. — At  1:30  p.  m.  embarked  a  detachment  of  the  Set^ond 
Ohio  Brigade;  got  underway  and  dropped  anchor  off  Old  Sister's 
Ferry;  disembarked  troops. 
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February  7. ^A.t  1  p.  m.  embarked  20  men  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Illi- 
nois Regiment  and  steamed  up  the  river.  At  2  ran  onto  a  sand  bar. 
Dinjyey  and  life  boat,  with  troops  under  command  of  Colonel  Pearee, 
went  up  the  river  to  reconnoitcr.  At  3:3i>  backed  off  the  bar.  At 
5:40  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  ateauied  down  the  river  to  Si-stcr's 
Ferry  and  took  a  position  to  command  the  Georgia  heights  during  the 
withdrawal  of  our  troops. 

Feb-rnary  8. — The  last  of  the  rear  j^ard  of  the  left  wing  of  General 
Sherman's  army  having  withdrawn  from  the  Georgia  side,  the  pontoon 
removed  and  no  more  trtmsportation  required,  in  short,  there  })eing  no 
further  need  of  the  presence  of  a  gunboat  at  this  point,  at  t):15  a.  m. 
got  underway  and  steamed  down  Savannah  River,  with  transports 
Fountain  and  Xaushi^n  in  company.  At  7:45  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off 
city  of  Savannali.  At  8  sent  on  shore  five  prisoners  of  war  to  be 
transferred  to  the  military  authorities. 


Loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dai  Chlng^  durina  an  enga<fement  with   Confed- 
erate hattery  in  Comhahee  River,  South  Carolina^  Jnnuary  26,  1865. 

Seport  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlffren,  V.  S.  Nary. 

No.  50.]  Flag-Steamee  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  lIarboi\  January  tiU  1S65. 

Sir:  It  is  with  gi*eat  regret  that  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  of 
the  loss  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Val  Ching^  which  having  grounded  in  the 
Combahee  under  the  fire  of  a  rebel  i>attery,  was  detendcd  for  seven 
hours,  and  being  then  much  cut  up,  and  her  guns  disabled,  was  tired 
by  her  commander. 

All  the  officers  and  crew,  wounded  or  not,  were  brought  off  safely, 
except  one  officer  and  four  men  in  a  boat,  who,were  tired  upon  by  the 
rel>e[  pickets  and  surrendered. 

The  enclosed  report  of  Captain  Chaplin  will  communicate  the  details 
of  this  occurrence,  and  a  court  of  enquiry  will  elicit  all  the  facts  for  the 
action  of  the  Department. 

The  Dai  Chimj  was  proceeding  up  the  Combahee,  the  Pawtiee  up  the 
Ashepoo,  the  Sonoma-  up  the  North  Edisto,  and  tlie  Wismhickon, 
McDonotigh,  etc.,  in  the  Stono,  in  order  to  menace  the  flank  of  the 
rebel  position,  while  subjected  to  General  Sherman's  openitions  in 
front. 

On  the  24th  the  General  wrote  me:  **To-morrow  1  will  demonstrate 
on  Salkehatchie  and  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  feel  up  Edisto  or  Stono, 
just  to  make  the  enemy  uneasy  on  their  flank,  and  develop  if  he  intends 
to  hold  fast  to  Charleston  and  Columbia,  Ix)th,"  etc. 

Besides  this  there  was  another  reason  for  the  action  <)f  the  Dai 
Ching  in  the  Combahee. 

That  vessel  being  at  the  head  of  Broad  River,  operating  with  the 
troops,  an  intimation  was  received  by  Captain  Chaplin  from  General 
Howard  that  the  Dai  Ching  would  be  of  servic(5  to  Ibe  riglit  flank  if 
that  vessel  could  ascend  the  Combahee  River  as  far  as  tlie  ferry. 

The  vessels  were  in  jiosition  in  good  time,  and  it  appears  from  the 
reportof  Captain  Chaplin,  that  the />(//  Ching  wm^  proceeding  up  the 
Combahee  on  the  26th,  when  she  suddenly  came  upon  a  rebel  battery 
and  was  fired  on. 

Whiiemaneuvering  to  gain  a  better  position,  the  Dai  Ching  grounded, 
in  consequence  of  the  pilot's  deserting  his  dut\',  and  the  disaster  became 
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decisive  whon  tlio  comiiiaiulor  of  the  little  »tcamcr  (the  t'lonrr)  tJiat 
nttendei]  fiitletl  s«)  shuniefully  in  hi.<  duty  to  assiist  the  D<ti  ('htug  otT. 

For  seven  hours  the  Ifn*  Cfiin^f  was  coura^ouslv  defended,  and 
when  reduced  to  a  wivck  and  her  neavy  gun  disahW.  all  hands  were 
>»n>ught  off,  except  the  Hve  already"  mentioned. 

The  court  of  enquiry  now  in  session  will  elicit  and  record  all  the 
facts  of  the  caae,  but  I  feel  confident  from  Captaiirt'hnplin's  invariable 
character  for  courajje  and  tHjnduct,  that  the  loss  of  the  fhti  f  'himj  will 
be  found  to  lielontr  to  the  prop^T  rijtks  of  war.  and  an'  well  vindicated 
by  tiie  courage  and  i-onstancy  that  are  called  forth  by  the  occiLsion. 

The  Department  will  perceive  by  inspecting  the  map  that  the  Com- 
bahee  leads  directiv  tn  the  tlank  of  the  Salkehatchie,  wnei*ei  our  troops 
were  to  attack,  and  tliat  any  luiprcssiou  by  the  navy  would  Ix^  of  more 
con(*equence  there  than  elsewhere. 

I  con-^ider  it,  therefore,  incumbent  on  me  to  use  every  exertion  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  general. 

This  i»  the  lirst  vessel  of  the  squadron  that  has  been  lost  in  action 
under  my  coinninnd  since  I  came  here  in  July,  18*53,  unle-ss  the  little  tug 
Ot/ii/ribhie,  with  her  guns,  is  accounted  a  vessel  of  war. 

The  /Jfii  Chintj  was  the  least  \'aUmble  in  many  resjxH-ts  o{  the  light- 
draft  gunb(»its,  ^er  spet.'^l  under  ^tcam  l>i*ing  less  then  5  knots,  and  uer 
onh-  heavy  gun  a  ICHi-ponnder. 

Of  course  I  would  not  risk  even  that  much  without  sufficient  reason. 

On  the  ii^th  I  wiusoff  Stono  at  da^'lightand  went  in  to  see  personally 
to  the  staler  of  atTairs  there.  In  the  afterntMui  steamed  to  South  Kdisto, 
expecting  that  the  Paicrm^e  might  have  reached  there,  After  a  brief 
stay,  came  out.  heard  nothing,  though  the  action  of  the  Dal  Vhiny  must 
have  been  going  on  at  the  time  nnathe  wind  wtu-*  fair. 

Next  morning  I  was  in  Port  Hoyal  to  communicate  with  the  army, 
and  learning  from  General  Foster  that  he  would  move  on  North  I'Misto, 
I  sent  a  message  to  the  Jhwuif  to  leave  the  Ashepooatul  go  to  North 
Edisto  to  assist  the  Sononuiy  having  no  other  vessel  to  send. 

After  dark  of  that  day  came  Captain  Chaptin  with  the  Ions  of  the 
Dot  <-hing.  Ill  a  couple  of  hours  I  left  that  night  and  steamed  around 
to  look  at  matters  nivself,  and  went  first  into  S<tuth  Kili.»ito.  In  coming 
out  the  captain  ran  liis  vessel  on  n  bank  not  tJO  yaRis  from  the  beach, 
and  I  was  tied  up  for  the  day.  One  or  two  light  lield  guns  would  have 
destroyed  the  Ijun\^xt  Moim. 

I  sent  a  detachment  ashore  to  hold  the  road,  but  the  rebels  had  too 
much  to  do  elsewhere. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  Jlarveft  Mo*m  floated,  and  I  came  here  to  see 
what  vessel;*  I  could  get  from  those  under  repair  and  also  to  hear  of 
General  Sherman's  movements. 

As  soon  as  the  gunboat  can  be  cot  ready  1  will  send  her  aroun<l  to 
watch  the  Combahee  and  prevent  toe  rebels  from  plundering  the  wreck 
of  the  Dai  Chtng. 

The  heavy  vessels  thiU  have  arrived  latelv  are  very  nccreptable,  for 
they  will  be  of  U8e  outside,  but  some  more  hght-draft  gunboats  would 
be  very  useful  inside. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahi.okkn, 
Rear-Admiral^  Cmridg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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B«port  of  I.ieat«naQt-Comauidor  Ohtplia,  V.  B.  Ravy,  eomnaadiiLg  V.  S.  B.  Sai  Chin 

IT.  S.  Ship  New  Hami'shirr, 
P(f>rt  Royal  f{arhm\  S.  C,  Jautuiry  •:^>i,  ISGo. 
Str:  In  t>l)odi(*n('p  to  ^'our  otxlcr  of  tln^  :24th  instant.  I  {>rocecded  to 
St.  Hclonii,  whcrn  I  procured  a  pilot  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Stettin  and 
proceeded  up  the  Comoahee  liivor.  At  5  oV-lock  p.  ni.  wi*  anchored. 
as  the  piiot  was  afraid  to  go  np  aftrr  dark.  .\t  G  a.  in.  tlio  niorning* 
of  the  26th,  I  came  on  declc  to  ^^.t  tlic  ship  underway  and  proceed  on 
up  the  river,  hut  .s<»oinj^  a  iKMit  manned  Uy  white,  men  coming  down, 
delayed  getting  underway  until  I  could  ascertain  her  cbamctor.  The 
lx)at  went  alongside  the  tug  Chver.  which  wa-s  in  company  with  us, 
and  soon  after  Acting  Ensign  Lea*!],  c<ininianding  the  tug,  came  on 
iKjard  and  reported  the  boat  to  he  from  the  schooner  Off/ut'ti/\  loade<l 
with  74  bales  of  cotton,  and  lying  al)out  2  miles  below  the  batteries  at 
Tar  Hlnff,  about  5  miles  above  where  we  lay.  We  immediately  got 
underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  the  tug  following.  At  7:.">0  a.  in. 
we  went  to  quarteits,  the  earth  works  on  Tiir  Blull  hniug  in  si"ht.  though 
no  guns  or  men  could  be  seen  with  a  glas^  from  the  mastliead.  We 
wore  now  alH>ut  2  miles  from  the  works,  and  nearly  up  to  the  schooner. 
Acting  Mnst^^r  (leorge  Howorth  waw  went  with  an  armed  crew  in  the 
first  cutter  to  take  possession  of  the  prize,  and  the  tug  was  ordered  to 
take  her  in  tow.  and  follow  us  on  up  the  river.  When  within  auiilo 
of  the  earthworks,  and  while  training  the  2i>- pounder  ritle  u|>on  it,  the 
rebclH  op<*ned  upon  us  with  three  guns,  one  shot  falling  short,  the 
other  two  going  over  our  dtrk.  The  engines  were  urimedialcly 
revepsed,  the  ship  turned  and  headed  down  the  river,  with  the  iuten- 
tion  of  engaging  them  in  the  reach  below,  where  we  would  Ih*  less 
exposed  to  rebel  fire.  While  turning  a  very  sharp  Itend,  the  wind 
blowing  fresh  down  the  river,  with  ti  strong  ebb  tide,  I  perceived  that 
the  ship  would  run  into  the  bank  on  our  starboard  bow,  and  discov- 
ered that  the  pilot  had  deserte<l  the  bridge.  I  immediately  rang  thre« 
bells,  but  before  the  ship  could  be  Imcked,  she  forged  ahead  into  tho 
bank,  where  she  remained  fast.  Our  howitzers  and  after  20-pounder 
were  now  at  work,  lieing  the  only  guns  we  could  bring  to  bear.  Sig- 
nals were  ma^le  for  the  tug  to  come  to  our  assistance,  and  the  main 
rail  was  lieing  cut  away,  so  that  the  lOU-pounder  eould  f»e  trained, 
which  soon  commenced  playing  on  the  enemy,  doing  good  execution. 
The  tug  came  up.  find  while  attempting  to  take  our  line,  got  in  be- 
tween the  ship  and  the  hrnnk,  and  with  great  difficulty  we  succeeded 
in  springing  her  out.  Shethcn  took  our  line,  which  parted,  and  instead 
of  returning  and  taking  a  hawser,  which  was  ready,  she  stood  on  down 
the  river.  Air.  Howorth  was  ordered  to  proceed  down  the  river,  and 
commnnicate  with  the  U.  S.  steamers  Pan^u*^  and  Stf^ttin.  Signals 
wer(^  again  made  recalling  the  tug,  and  though  only  a  half  mile  below 
us,  she  took  no  notice  of  thcra.  Acting  Knsign  Duncan  was  now 
sent  with  four  men  in  the  second  cutter,  with  orders  to  bring  her 
>«ick,  but  just  liefore  the  boat  reached  the  tug  she  started  down  the 
river.  The  tide  having  fallen  considerably,  the  ship  settled  down  by 
the  8tern,wherc  she  had  H  fathoms  of  water.  Our  batU'ry  was  wurketl 
vigorou>ly  all  the  while.  The  Dai  Chhtg  had  now  lM?en  struck  more 
than  30  times,  her  decks  were  shot  through  in  six  or  seven  places,  one 
shot  going  through  the  reinforce  dcck«  lodging  in  the  berth  deck. 
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The  launoh  wan  shot  iiway  and  the  nmst**  and  nniokostttok  were  liit  in 
several  plucr.'^.  One  shot  ix'nrtruU'il  tlir  hull  l»elow  water  line.  Our 
l4M»-jx)Ui)der  was  the  only  gun  wo  e.ould  now  use,  ils  the  ammunition 
for  the  MO-pounders  was  ex|>endod.  The  erew,  exeeptenoufjh  to  work 
the  lW-p(ninder  and  i)iu*8  ammunition,  wore  noworaered  to  jump  on 
the  marnh  and  keep  close  iinder  the  Ijow,  ele^r  of  the  enemy 'h  tiro» 
which  was  now  very  aeourat^?^  the  projectiles  being  mostlv  shell, 
appaivntly  from  Brooke  riile.  At  2:3o  p.  rn.  onr  idO-pounier  was 
r^truck  by  a  solid  nhot.  outtingaway  the  forward  hurter.  nma^hingtho 
eccentric,  thus  disahling  our  only  hope,  and  wounding  J  men.  The 
ship  was  now  a  [w^rfect  wreck,  and  wo  could  make  no  reply  to  the 
enemy,  who  were  playing  on  u>  witli  terrible  etfeet.  A  consultation 
was  now  held,  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  fire  and  leave  the  ship, 
as  there  was  no  hope  of  sjiving  her.  The  small  arms  were  parfsed  to 
the  men  in  the  marsh.  The  4'fironometer  and  jmymaster's  l>ooks  woro 
placed  inthegig.theonlyi-emaining  boat.  Acting  Knsign  Walton  wa.s 
sent  in  charge  of  her,  taking  y  of  the  wounded  men  who  were  unable  to 
walk.  At  3  p.  m.  the  ship  was  lired  aft,  and  all  the  officers  now  took 
to  the  marsh,  and  all  liantls  proceeded  In  (he  direction  of  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  At  3:3o  p.  ui.  tbe  ship  was  in  tiamcs.and  main  and  mizzcn 
mast  fell  over  the  side  with  coh)rs  Hying.  After  walking  4  miles  in 
the  niar:«h,  and  watlirig  several  creeks,  we  saw  the  tug  and  made  sig- 
nals to  her,  when  she  came  to  our  ttssistance  and  t*)ok  us  oiF.  Acting 
Knsign  Walton  had  in  the  meantime  arrived  on  Iniard  the  tug.  and 
reported  having  been  Ured  into  by  a  picket  of  12  men,  and  having  seen 
the  second  cutter  ti^hore  with  several  bullet  holes  in  her,  crew  and 
ollioer  gone,  Iw^ing  prolmbly  captured  while  conveying  orders  to  the 
tiig.  We  now  proceeded  down  the  river,  and  at  11  p.  ni.  arrived  on 
l»oard  the  /**///'/*(  v,  where  we  were  all  kindly  cared  for.  Acting  Ma8- 
ter's  Male  Bryant,  (d'  the  f'h/^yr,  was  sent  on  board  of  the  prize  when 
she  was  captured,  and  had  in  the  meantinu'  tHken  her  t<i  the  mouth  of 
the  Combanee  and  anchored.  It  is  my  opinion  that  had  they  come  to 
our  assistance  when  ordered,  and  taken  our  hawser,  the  ship  would 
have  lieen  saved,  as  sluing  her  stern  a  very  little  would  have  orought 
the  tide  on  our  inside  (pmrler,  which  would  hav(^  swept  the  ship  otf 

I  would  particularly  c:dl  your  attention  to  the  coolness  and  gallantry 
of  Acting  ^InsttT  Wiiliam  NicKendry  and  Acting  Ensign  Walter  Wal- 
ton, the  former  lighting  the  lOO-ptiundcr  for  seven  lioui*s  and  the  latter 
the  20-pounder  till  the  amnmnition  was  oxiM*nded,  wlien  he-went  below 
and  rilled  shell-s  for  the  UM)-pounder.  ana  afterwards  took  charge  of 
the  gig  with  the  wtmnded  riu'ti  and  brought  them  oil'  safely,  thcmgh 
lireff  upon  by  rebel  pickets  all  along  the  l>ank  of  the  river.  Every 
ollicer  and  man  did  his  duty. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  surgeo  's  ren(«'t  of  the  wounded. 

I  have  neglected  to  mention,  if  It  Iiad  in>t  been  fi>r  Acting  Ensign 
Walton  arriving  at  the  Chn\r  the  time  he  rlid,  we  would  have  l>e6n 
compelled  to  remain  in  the  nairsh  all  night,  as  Acting  Ensign  Leach 
had  given  onh'rs  to  get  underway  and  ororccd  4h>wn  the  river,  tlisro- 
giirding  the  orders  of  Acting  Xfaster  iloworth  (o  rt-turn  to  tJie  Dal 
<'/</■/*//,  and  it  was  only  by  ]>ositive  command  that  Mr.  Walton  could 
make  him  oroi'eed  un  the  river  for  a  short  dtjistancc  in  »earch  of  the 
otUcers  ana  men  in  tin-  marsh. 
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I  would  iv.^piHtfullv  r*Miiu'st  thai  tlu'  lr)fiis  of  the  C  S.  S.  Dal  Ohtntf 
be  further  nxuiiiiui'd  inln  Ity  ii  rotirt  of  t'luiuiry. 
^  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
^  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

Li^iitmani-  Commander. 
Rear-Adniiral  John  A.  Dahi/sren, 

Vommandlng  Sottih  Athinftc  Iilt*ck'adln4j  Sqnadr<m, 

[KuclfMun!.] 

U.  S.  Siiir  New  IlAMPsniRK. 
Pt»*t  Roxfiil  J[tirhoi\  S.  6'.,  Jaunary  2^^  ISOo, 
AnMiRAi-.:  I  hereby  respectfully  mibniit  to  you  n  list  of  the  wounded 
moil  oil  (umrd  the  l*.  S.  S.  Jhtl  Uhhitj  while  (Mij^iij^ing  a  rebel  biitt*Ty 
on  the  Coniliiihi'e  Kiver,  South  C'lirolinii,  on  the  iiiUh  Jnnunry,  ISHf): 
.lohn  H.  Kuh'lier,  lutin*:  third  iissiritiint  en^'iiieer:  slightl}'  wounded. 
W.  C  Chaplin,  rnptabr.-i  eh'rk;  .sliyhtly  wounded. 
Williiun  U  iiH'heNtor.  hoalswain's  nmt<i:  sli^rhlly  wounded. 
Feter  Kider,  hoatsvvuin's  nmte;  wounded  in  the  face. 
Albert  Lorinj.'.  coal  heaver;  wounded  in  hjind. 
Roofer  Toner,.  (|uarterma»ter;  wounded  in  hack, 
Hugh  Kin^.  huKUniau;  wounded  in  head. 
John  She^jpard,  Hecond-<'lass  fin'nian;  wnurndod  in  head. 
Thomas  (ioddwin.  .second-ela.ss   lireniuti;  severely   wounded  in  the 
ba^'k. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  Riciiaudsok, 

Actiitff  A--ifti'-<tant  Surgeon^ 
llear-Atlniinii  J.  A.  Dahix>ren, 

Comriiaadlnij  Snuth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Bear-Admirat  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  namoi  of  those  captured  from 

the  U.  B.  S.  Dai  Chilly. 


No.  62.] 


Kt^o-Stkamek  Hahvkmt  Moon. 
Port  lioytU  I{ttHiot\  S.  C,  Ft-hrHary  6\  IS65. 


Sir:  I  herewith  enclo.se  the  names  of  the  persons  attached  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Dili  Chiuy  who  were  t-aptured  whdo  convevin^  orders  to 
the  U.  S.  S.  C'hnr  on  the  2(»th  January,  iti  the  C'onibaliep  Uiver. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant. 

*J,  A.  Dahuiren, 
Ufar-Adwiraf,  C'mnd<f.  South  AtUtniie  BUx^kudiiuj  Squadron. 

Hon.  Ciiiit»N  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJm  Navy, 

fEndomire.] 

A'amex  nf  prr'tons  cnptuviil  hthinging  to  ihi-  U.  S.  S.  Dili  ('hl)t/f, — 
Acting  Ensign  Charle.s  D.  Duncan;  Charles  Brown,  Alex.  Venunt, 
Geoi^e  Wasniugtou,  landsRieu;  Thomas  Chambers,  nurse. 
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B«port  of  lie ntenact -Commander  Chaplin,  TT.  8.  HTftvy,  tranamittlQg  report  of  a  conference 
with  Msjor-General  Howard.  V.  S.  Armj,  regarding  Ibe  need  for  the  IT.  S.  9.  Dai  Cluiig 
in  the  Combahee  Biver. 

U.  S.  Siur  New  HAMpsniRK, 

Pifji  Rmjaf  /larfK>f\  S\  C.^  Januat-y  31^  JS65. 
Admtiui,:  I  herewith  forward  Aetinp  KnNij^n  Walton's  report  of 
the  conversation  a(idress*'d  to  him  hy  MajorCionHnil  Howard,  relative 
to  the  Horvice  that  might  l»e  rendered  by  the  V,  8.  8.  Dai  Citing  at 
the  point  designated. 

Very  respectfuUw  your  obedient  Horvant, 

J.  C  C'hapun, 
Lwutenant-  Commander, 
Rear-AdmirnI  J.  A.  Daiiloren, 

Cotnmandinff  South  Atlantic  liiochiding  Siiuadron, 

[EnoloMire.] 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampaitire, 

Port  Roifisl  Hdrftftr^  S.  (\^  Jtthuarn  ^7,  ^-S'tf/J, 
Str:  T  have  the  lionor  t(i  sUit*^  that  in  olnHiif^nce  to  your  oitlerw  of 
the  ilst  of  .lanunry.  1m;5,  1  proceeded  to  Beaufort,  S.  C ,  to  Hnd  tlK* 
commanding  officer  of  the  anny  in  the  vicinity,  and  ascertain  where 
the  Dai  Chtuif  would  he  of  most  service,  as  the  Dn!  ('himj  hail  been 
ordered  to  coojwniU*  with  the  army.  I  nrrivwl  in  Heaiifort  onthe2'2d 
of  January,  and  had  an  interview  with  Major  General  Howard,  to 
whiini  I  stjvted  your  mes{?age.  'i'he  general  informed  nie  that  the  Dai 
Chiiuj  couhl  not  U'oi'  any  pfwsible  service  to  him  ut  Port  Koyal  Ferry, 
but  would  lie  a  preat  proteetion  to  his  right  tiank,  if  the  />///  Ching 
ascpuded  the  Coint)ahce  UiverasfaraHCombahee  Ferry,  aslip  intended 
sending  tnx)ps  theiv  to  prevent  tlje  rebels  from  cros-^ingiitthat  lioint. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wai.tku  Walton, 
Act! Jiff  Kiiiiifjtt^  U.  8*  Nm:>y. 
LicutonaDt-Commauder  .1.  C.  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Baloh,  TT.  8.  Navy,  oommandlng  U.  8.  8.  Pawnee. 

U.  8.  8team  8loop  1'awnre, 
Bt.  IM^m  Sounds  S.  6\,  Jmiuartf  27,  1865, 

Admtr.\i.:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  thv  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  :i5tb  1  left  Port  Ktnul  and  rrossed  the  bar  at 
St.  Helena.  :ind  itt  the  pi'oprr  time  of  tide  attempted  to  rross  tlii^  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Ashepoo,  but  found  it  impossible,  and,  night  com- 
ing on,  1  was  eompelled  to  anchor  otf  Ottrr  Island. 

On  the  morning  of  the  :i*ilh  instant  1  got  underway  and  proceeded 
up  the  Ashepoo  to  the  head  of  navigation  for  the  /*«?/'««  andanehored, 
intending  to  nirry  out  your  instructions  in  regard  to  scouting  the  river 
and  its  vicinity.  I  went  up  in  the  JhiJ'tnH/  as  far  iis  she  could  go  at 
tlmt  time  of  the  tide,  and  fired  at  Fort  Chapman  some  twenty  or  tliirty 
rouncls,  but  elicited  no  reidy.  We  observed  only  a  few  rebel.N  at  a 
picket  slation  in  that  vicinity,  which  we  also  shelled. 

On  my  way  up  the  river  I  took  on  lM)ardacontrabiind,  whom  I  have 
thought  might  give  you  tjoaie  inforiuutiou  a«  to  the  obstructiouj^  in 
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C'harlp.^tou  Hurlwir.  a^*  ho  hm^  hcon  cmployod  in  that  work.  He  left 
Charlo.ston  on  Siuulay  last  with  u  p*».ss  from  his  master*  who  aigna 
himself  *'  Kngint'or  of  thr  harlmr  ohstructiont*/' 

This  contraband  also  repoii.s  that  tnwps  wiire  at  Willstown,  on  the 
South  Fxiisto,  with  a  battery  of  six  or  seven  guns.  This  battAiry  is  on 
a  bluff,  and  he  further  statos  that  he  thinks  they  were  about  moving 
it  and  the  troops;  but  I  should  n^gard  that  as  doubtful,  under  the 
circumstances.  You  will  be  able  to  get  full  information  from  him, 
and  I  therefore  send  him  to  you. 

At  5  p.  ni.,  whilst  at  ancHor  up  at  the  head  of  navigation  for  the 
Pawnti\  a  lK)at  came  up  the  river  from  the  Dai  Chinfj.  with  the  report 
that  she  was  then  on  shore  and  unJer  a  heavy  tire  of  a  rebel  Imtttry, 
and  was  then  beinjj  badly  cut  up  and  only  able  to  reply  with  her 
KMi-pimnder.  1  immediately  proceeded  down  the  Ashepoo,  intending, 
if  it  were  possible,  U>  go  up  thcCombahet^  to  the  assistance  of  the  Dal 
Ching;  the  Pittrntr  came  down  the  river,  and»  although  it  was  dark, 
we  succeeded  in  crossing  the  bar  without  diifioulty;  and  whilst  near 
the  Sfeftin  wc  received  a  Iwat  from  the  C/itf-r,  in  -chiirge  of  the  pilot 
(Small),  reiwrting  that  the  i>*tzi  Chiu<j  had  been  burjcd  and  hcroHieers 
and  crew  on  board  the  Cl<r7UT.  I  dispat^-heil  the  Ihiff'inlll  without 
delay  to  the  CUnhr  for  the  puiix»se  of  bringing  alt  hands  to  this  ship 
where  the  wounded  could  be  cared  for,  and  the  oilicei-s  and  ercvv  of 
the  Ditl  Ch'uuj  made  more  comfortnble. 

Lieutenant-CouHnnn<ler  Chaplin  infonus  trie  that  the  relx^Is  had  two 
7-inch  lirookc  rifles  and  a  MnoothI>ore,  and  that  (he  Dai  Chinrf  had,  at 
the  time  he  left  her,  (irst  settintr  her  on  tire,  been  under  fii-e  some  seven 
hours,  and  that  the  rebels  had  the  exact  n»nge.  all  his  ammunition 
iMMiig  expended,  and  he  wiis  compelled  t4.i  leave  the  vessel,  there  being 
no  hopo  of  saving  her. 

While  regretting  the  loss  of  this  very  eflii'ient  vessel,  I  am  glad  to 
state  that  she  was  only  given  up  when  the  lust  liopo  wa;*  gone,  and  that 
8hc  was  {j^illantly  defended  and  deserved  a  better  fate. 

i  int<ind  to  proceed  uji  the  C'ombahei'  in  the  Pawnee  as  soon  as  1  can 
do  so,  and  ho|>e  to  be  able  to  shell  the  relwds  out  of  the  battery;  but 
from  what  1  can  learn  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Cbuplin.  I  can  do 
no  morn  witliout  troojw,  as  a  vessel  to  get  to  the  Imtteiy  has  to  go 
"hewl  on"  for  '2,lo()  yards.  M)'  l<H)-|>ounder  would,  of  course,  reach 
this  battery,  but  1  should  be  in  danger  of  Iteing  mked,  and  more  likely 
to  be  hit  than  the  Ihti  Chimj  from  our  great  size.  I  shall  ciidi'rtV4)r  to 
bring  my  broiwlside  guns  to  bear,  which,  if  I  could  do,  will  eiKible  me, 
I  think,  to  .silence  the  battery.  To  take  it,  I  am  satisfied,  will  requii*e 
B  combined  attack. 

I  have  n*)t  dispatched  the  J}»ifft^ffiL  as  I  shall  take  her  with  me  up 
the  river  as  a  tender.  She  is  now  getting  in  coal  from  the  Sttttin^  as 
also  the  Clover.  The  latU'r  vexsel  will  tnke  the  ofhiers  and  crew  of 
the  Dai  Ohing  t«  Port  Itoyal  without  delay,  and  I  shall  then  proceed 
up  the  C-omUibeo  for  the  puqwse  of  shelling  the  lottery  a«  above 
indicated. 

From  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Van  Alstine,  who  went  up  the 
AshejMio  with  me,  1  have  received  all  the  aid  in  his  power.  T  had  no 
pilot,  but  with  the  a-ssistance  of  a  contrafmnd.  and  the  J>aff*niH  gt>i»g 
ahead  and  sounding,  we  were  enabled  to  get  up  without  nuich  dillicidty. 
The  rivur  is  cxceudiugly  narrow  in  places,  and  the  cuircut  exceedingly 
BwifU 
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I  should  mention  that  tht^  C'(mib:ilu'o  is  vory  strongly  pickfU'd;  Imt 
the  niivigjition  in  no  more  diHicnlt  than  the  Anhcpoo. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  li.  IUlch, 
Gnnmmuier,  U.  S.  Na-mf, 
Kear-Adminil  .].  A.  DAm/iREN, 

C(rntd<f,  South  Atlantic  Bfochf (I,  Sf/yfffhfm,  J*<trt  Royai,,  H,  V, 


Order  of  Benr*Adiiiiri.l  DahLgT«iii  D.  S.  MaTy,  for  a  coart  of  onqairy. 

Flaosiiii'  Harvest  Moon, 
IWi  Roytil,  S.  C.^JamutryJO.lSOo. 
Snw:  You  ^ro  lioivhy  nppointed  ii  navwl  court  of  enquii*y  to  a.-'cortain 
the  fact?*  attt'ntjint^  th*»  loss  of  \\\v.  T.  S.  S.  Jm!  i'hhuj^  and  report  them, 
with  your  opinion  thereon. 

Your  uttontion  wilt  he  partieularly  directed  to  the  conduct  of  the 
eouiiimndinff  ollirerof  the  U.  S.  tuff  I'ft/ver^  and  how  far  that  influenced 
the  tiiml  loss  of  the  /Mi  Chlntj. 

Actinir  Assistant  l*aynmster  J.  T.  Lee.  of  the  (^juamm^  will  actus 
judge-atiV(M-iite. 

Kesix-ctfuUy,  your  olie<iient  servant, 

.1.  A.   DAnmRGN, 
R*fi(r'Admh'ai ^  Cmmltf,  SotUh  AUaniic  IHovkmiimj  Squadi^m. 

Commander  John  J.  Aimy. 

.hiniiita. 
Commander  EcfBERxTiioMi'SON, 

Lieutenant-Comniandcr  George  D.  WmTE, 

Tivimilertyga. 


B«]iort  of  Boar-Admiral  Dahl^ren,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  tTAnsmittittg  the  findiag  of  the  eoart  of 

enquiry. 

Jio.  liO.j  Flao-Steamkk  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Rtujnl  IIntiHn\  F'hruary  /(>,  JS6G. 

Sir:  The  court  of  enrpiirv  in  the  Cflsc  of  the  /A//  Chimj  has  closed 
its  pnu'cedintjs  and  I  I'licloso  herewith  a  ropy  of  its  Hnding,  a-s  the 
oriffinal  record  may  yet  bo  wanted  hiTt'  and  is  too  bulky  for  the 
cleriral  force  of  the  statf  to  copy  in  tinu;  for  the  mail. 

Confonnul>ly  to  the  roroniniendation  of  the  court  further  proceed- 
injifs  will  bn  hH<i  in  n-jrard  to  the  coniDiandinj^  iitiicer  of  the  CV//rrr, 
an»l  a  court-martial  wil  f  be  convened  a«  soon  a.s  other  previous  require- 
ineutH  of  the  Hervite  will  permit. 

Ah  Lieut«'mint-Conimaiider  Chaplin  has  been  some  time  on  thia 
station,  arul  has  lost  all  hss  tdothes  and  etfects,  1  may  give  hirn  a  short 
leave,  with  permission  to  apply  to  the  Department  for  its  extension. 

1  Hent  the  (Htttwa  and  Wnumtt  into  the  (Vmibahee  tx)  observe  the 
rel>el  movement-^  and  prevent  their  making  ai»y  use  of  the  wi'eck  of 
the  Dai  Chintf. 

Captain  8tillwell.  of  the  Ottawa,  rejwrts  that  he  anchored  within 
20>  yards  of  the  Dal  Ching^  sent  boats,  and  found  she  had  iMjen 
burned  to  the  water's  edge. 
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A  Mpiritod  reoonnoij^snnce  was  then  made  with  boats,  from  which  a 
laridirifj  w:i,s  offccttid.  and  th*'  i-ountry  traversod  for  yovonil  milew. 

C'jiptain  Stillwcll  reports  that  hr  could  s*'e  troops  in  the  battery, 
and  our  party  saw  Kiiiall  nquadH  of  cavaliT  !i.s  they  pulh-d  down  the 
i*iv»'r  and  rtrrd  iiiUt  thetn. 

He  aUo  reports  that,  iu  hi.M  opinion,  he  had  done  all  that  can  be 
atifoinplihhed  for  the  present. 

I  expect  to  leave  for  Stono  in  a  few  hours,  having  ordered  two  or 
three  luouitorH  there  uixin  a  call  from  the  commanding  general  at  that 
plttc«. 

I  have  the  iumor  to  be,  very  n'Hi>ectfu]ly,  your  tii>edient  servant, 

J/A.  Daiilokkn, 
Rear-Admind^  Cmndg,  South  Atlantic  Blocfcadhuj  S</uadroti. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Weli.ks.  ♦ 

Sect'ttanj  of  tlw.  Xavy. 

[EncloMire.] 

Copy  of  Oie  finding  of  a  court  of  enoutry,  organized  to  tiKtHain  the  riremnstajices  aftendant 
upon  tfu  Ion  of  tltc  U.  S.  S.  Dui  Ching. 

The  court,  lieing  in  possession  of  all  the  rctiuisite  evidence  in  the 
C41-SC,  Hnd  tlie  foHowiiig  invU  estiOilished,  viz.: 

That,  on  the  morning  of  the  liOth  day  of  January,  18i>r>,  the  U.  8.  S. 
Dili  ('/li-rtf/,  under  the  couiinand  of  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  0. 
Chaplin,  U.  8.  Navy,  in  stcutniiig  up  the  Combahoc  River,  South  Car- 
olina, em*ountered  a  btttt^ry  of  three  guns  (two  of  them  I^rooke  7-inch 
rifles),  which  pointed  down  and  commanded  a  long  reach  in  the  river, 
and  opened  on  the  Dai  C/n'nff  at*  stntn  a-s  slie  came  within  ninge,  to 
which  the  Dat  Ching  replied,  and  turned  around  with  the  view  of 
entering  a  bend  or  opening  in  the  river,  in  order  to  tiank  the  battery 
and  get  a  better  [wyition  without  being  so  much  exposed  to  the 
enemy'^  tire. 

8oon  after  she  turned  around  she  got  aground  on  the  right  Imnk  of 
the  river,  with  her  bow  high  up  ana  7  fathoms  of  water  under  her 
counter  and  stern. 

It  app'ars  that  the  cause  of  the  Dfti  C/n'/ii/'^  getting  asluire  was  the 
cowardly  conduct  of  the  pilot,  Stephen  Smalt,  a  colored  man,  who  tied 
l>eIow  into  the  tire  room  when  the  tiiist  8hol  from  the  enemy's  battery 
flew  over  the  decks. 

The  JJui  Chhuj  gotashoi*e  about  8  a.  m.,  and  the  II.  S.  tug  Clmyer^ 
comiunnded  by  Acting  Knsigti  F.  S.  Leach,  was  near  by,  underway 
and  atlnat.  Soon  aft^'r  the  Dai  Vhimj  got  a.shore,  the  Clover  came  to 
her  assistance,  took  a  lino  from  her  to  pull  her  off,  but  the  line  pai-ted, 
when  the  Clovtr  dropj)ed  down  the  river  a  quarter  of  a  uule  and 
anchored,  and  never  after  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  Dai  Chhit/^ 
although  a  signal  was  constantly  flying  from  the  JJat  Ching  for  her  to 
do  so. 

The  Dfti  Ching  had  not  a  boat  sufficiently  large  to  carry  out  an 
anchor. 

The  enemy's  batter)'  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  the  Dai  Chtng^  fre- 
quently hitting  her  and  wounding  some  of  her  crew;  the  Dai  Ching 
returned  the  tire  to  the  best  of  her  ability.  She  careened  toward  the 
enemy's  Imttery  as  the  tide  fell,  and  the  position  in  which  she  lay 
ugmund  prevented  theutie  of  all  the  guns  except  the  UN)-])ouDdcr  rifle. 
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At  8  p.  m.,  after  l>eing  under  the  enemy's  fire  for  about  seven  hours, 
with  htT  anumaiiliud  nearly  exhaur^ted,  a  nhot  hitting  the  gun-carrlngo 
of  the  iW-pounder  rilie  rendered  it  uuHervieea)»le  and  nmde  it  iinp*».s- 
ttihlo  to  fire  another  whot.  Nolhinj,^  whs  left  for  Lieuti»niint-( Commander 
Chaplin  to  do,  hut  to  i*et  fire  to  his  vessel  and  ahandtm  her,  which  was 
done  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  tho  enemy. 

The  eourt  are  of  the  opinion  tliat  no  t>lame  can  he  attaehed  to  Lieu- 
Ifnant-ConiiimnderCyhaplin  for  the  loss  of  his  vessel,  that  lnMiscd  every 
exertion,  a-s  far  a.s  lay  in  his  power,  to  get  the  /M/  ( 'himj  atloat,  and  he 
fought  her  with  spirit  and  liravery  aw  long  as  it  was  possible  to  do  ho. 

It  apiH'urs  in  evidenee  that  thi^  fault  of  the  />//>  f^himjn  getting 
agi'ouna  was  the  cowardice  of  St4'j>hen  Sniull  (rolored),  the  i>iIot,  who 
fled  below  at  the  first  fire  of  the  enemy's  Imttery  on  the  V4's>el. 

The  eourt  HniLs  bv  the  evidence  tiiat  afU*r  the  tug  ^'A/C'vIiJid  parted 
the  line  from  the  l)al  Chhuj  in  attempting  to  pull  her  off,  tluit  she 
dropiMiil  down  the  river  \x  quarter  of  a  mile  Ik'Iow  tin;  jMl  C/uhf/.  and 
remained  therein  the  most  inexcusable  manner  three-quarters  of  an 
Iionr,  without  attempting  to  eomo  to  her  asHi.staneo.  although  tiio  sig- 
nal for  tlio  t'Awrr  was  all  the  time  Hying  from  the  /A//  Chmfj,  whieh 
might  have  l»oen  got  otf  hud  the  CV^/f.y^y*  come  promptly  to  her  assist- 
anee. 

The  court  further  finds  that  when  the  Cforer  got  underway  from  this 
anehoragennd  proeeech'ddown  the  river  with  Acting  Mitslcr  Howorth, 
of  the  Ihii  Vhiiiij^  to  the  pri/.e  sehooner  (.^'Mpie.tU\  and  she  was  4>rdcred 
to  return  up  the  river  imaiediatelv  to  thea>*sistance  of  the  Dn't  Vh'mg^ 
her  comummler.  Acting  Ensign  \ .  S.  Leach,  went  up  only  a  part  of 
the  wft}-,  with  the  mast**  of  the  Dui  Chintj  just  in  sight,  and  alnrnt  3 
miles  from  her,  when  he  anchored  under  m*et.ence,  as  is  alleged,  that 
at  that  HtagG  of  tlie  tide  there  waa  not  .sulncient  water  for  the  Clmn^r 
to  go  lip  an}'  farther.  Whereas  it  is  in  evidence  Iw^fore  the  court  tluit 
the  pilot  on  lK>ard  said  that  there  was  water  enough  if  the  steamer  was 
kept  in  the  channel,  and  that  the  (Vwvr  could  go  up.  From  all  the 
information  whieh  the  court  were  euabled  to  obtain,  they  are  of  opin- 
ion that  there  was  sufficient  water. 

The  court  find  that  when  the  (Vortr  was  lying  at  anchor  at  thi.s 
place,  the  Dal  Ching  had  the  cornet  flving  at  the  fore,  and  which  was 
seen  from  the  Clover^  as  a  signal  for  afl  boats  to  come  to  her. 

The  court  also  find  that  while  the  Chuyrr  was  at  anchor  at  this  time 
and  place,  the  li'ti  Ching  was  oljsorvcd  to  be  on  fire,  and  it  was  sup- 
posea  that  of  course  the  otficers  and  cn^w  had  alwindoncnl  her.  Acting 
Ensign  Ln*ach,  instead  of  going  up  to  the  rescue  of  his  comiiides  in  the 
sernce.  or  at  least  to  see  what  hiwl  hpcome  of  tliem,  got  underway, 
turning  his  l>ack  to  the  Ihl  (Jhing  and  all  who  Imd  been  defending  her, 
and  started  down  the  river. 

When  sjMjken  to  about  it  by  one  of  his  officeni  ho  remarked,  ''Oh  I 
they  have  taken  to  the  w<x«ls,  I  supimse,  and  will  march  to  Beaufort." 

A  few  momentji  after  one  of  the  Itoats  of  the  Dal  i'hlnq  was  seen 
coming  down  the  river  from  above,  and  it  was  only  then  that  Acting 
Ensign  Ijcach  was  induced  to  turn  aljout  and  steam  up  the  river  toward 
the  boat,  when  he  f(nind  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Dai  ([%ing  in  the 
man^bes,  who  were  enabled  to  geton  board  the  Cft/t'cr,  and  were  taken 
to  the  V,  S.  S.  Dawntt',  then  lying  in  St.  Helena  Sound. 

Tho  court  are  of  tlie  opinion  that  Acting  Ensign  F.  S.  Leach 
neglected  his  duty  in  the  highest  degr-ee,  disobeying  ordern  by  not 


300 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADBOK. 


complying'  with  tin'-  sij^iml  to  conift  to  tlie  ussistance  of  tho  Dni  Chiiu^ 
afti'i*  ht'  liiul  put  tho  provisions  on  boanl  tho  (.'fHjUfth-, 

Tho  court  arc  further  of  the  ()pini<in  that  Arliiip  lOnsi^ni  F.  S.  I^/^iich 
displayed  threat  noirlijyronoo  aticl  withdrew  uiid  kept  out  of  daujjer  U> 
which  he  slionUi  have  exjHJsed  hininelf,  and  did  not  atford  the  pructic- 
a>>h»  relief  and  assistaneo  to  a  vessel  of  tlie  L'nited  States  when  she  wa* 
ashore  and  atta<-kod  h\  an  ene^ly^s  Imttery. 

The  court  arc  of  the  opinion  tliat  further  procPwlinjfM  are  hijfhij 
nwcessary  in  the  case  of  the  said  A(  titi}^  Knsiirn  licarh. 

Tho  court  are  of  the  opinion  tliat  Stopiicn  Small  (colored),  noting  us 
pilot  of  tho  Ihii  t'hhuf.  Irehrtved  in  n  most  cowar<iIy  manner  in  dcsert- 
\u)*  his  post  when  tho  Hi*st  shot  was  tired  at  the  Iht  ChitHj,  causing 
hoT  lo  iru  HirfKund,  iind  that  steps  sh<»uld  Ho  taken  to  luinj^  him  to 
pnnishniont. 

It  aiipeurs  to  tho  court  in  evidonco  that  wh*'n  the  <7M?w  was 
anchored  a  iiuartor  of  a  mile  below  where  the  Ihi  Chiinj  was  ashore, 
that  Ijioutetiant-roinmandor  Chaplin  ordered  Actinjj  Master  Iloworth 
to  take  a  Uiat  and  y^o  down  (ho  river  (o  th«  U.  S.  sU^amerrt  I*ototit^\ 
and  Stt'ttin  and  inform  thorn  of  his  situation. 

Acting  Master  Iloworth  tmik  ii  boat,  went  on  Itoard  the  C'h>vtr,  and 
told  her  commander  that  he  wanted  him  lo  lake  Idm  (Howortli)  down 
tho  river  in  the  C/arrr  (wst  the  sharpshot>t<'rs  lo  the  prize  srhooncr 
Ci»jiifttt\  which  wa«  there. 

ThJB  takinij  tlie  i'hu'er  down  tho  river  was  done  without  the  author- 
ity or  consent  of  Lioutenant-Couimander  ChuiiUii  und  while  the  signal 
was  up  for  the  ^'A>/V7'  to  come  to  tlic  assisliin<-e  of  the  Dni  i  'himj. 

The  <'onrt  are  of  tho  opinion  that  Acting  Master  Iloworth  i.-?  highly 
roorehensihh>  for  sut-h  piXK-cedinj^s. 

Having  concluded  tho  proceedingH  in  this  ca^e  the  court  adjourned. 

John  ^.  Ai.my, 
Commander  and  Pr&*id^nt  of  the  Court. 
John  T.  Lke, 
Acilntf  AiwiMttint  PiiifnutM4n^nndJwhji''Adn*eattti>ftJM  C'6urt\ 


Co  pi  tire*  oftlw  tu^hnttufr  CoqufUt.,  Jfitmanj  SO^  1866. 

Report  of  Acting  Znsl^  L««oh,  IT.  8.  Kavj,  commanding  U.  B.  8.  Clover. 

L'.  S.  TUO  CuiVER, 
Part  Ruyai,  S.  t'.,  January  ^.9,  >5tf.7. 
Sni:  1  very  respectfully  make  the  following  report:  On  tho  morn- 
ing of  January  •li'y.  whilst  lying  in  the  Comhhec  Hiver,  South  Caro- 
lina, a  boat  came  alongside  with  tive  men  in  her,  stating  they  wore  tbo 
crew  of  the  blockade-running  schooner  < 'ofpt/ffc,  then  lying  in  the 
river  about  'J.  niilot*  ahead.  I  immediately  stated  the  above  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  /A//  ('/unify  "'"^  t<***  underway  »nd  went  alongside  tho 
schooner  with  the  CVwrr/and  took  her  in  tow.  Enclosed  is  the  prize 
lidt  of  officers  and  crew  of  tho  Vlnvtr  at  timo  of  capture. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  8.  Lracii, 
Aciiruj  Ensign^  Oomntandhty^ 
Rear-Admii-al  J.  A.  DAnixiREN, 

CiUMnamUrtfj  S<>uth  Aflan/ic  Wochading  S^undran. 
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B«port  of  Aettng  Mutsr'i  llMt«  Biyuitt  IF.  B.  Navy,  0XHvtiv«  officor  of  tht  IT.  S,  8.  Olonr. 

U.  S.  Steam  Tug  Clover, 

/'/>/•/  lifit/tt/^  .S\  r.,  JoiiimrtjS.^.  ISC.',. 

Sir:  I  havo  tho  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  tho  J)lookade-runuing 
tmhooiior  ('tiipt,tt.\  oi  (.'hurleston,  on  tho  "JVAh  of  .Iitniuirv,  ISO/V. 

The  f(>llowiii{rarr  the  ciivuiiiHtiincH's  <H»iirM'<'trii  witli  thtM  apttirt':  On 
tho.  y.Hh  of  .hinimn'.  \^i\it,  wt'  ontpn-d  tho  ( 'oiiilmin'o  Kivi*r.  in  <.-oin- 
jHifiv  wiUi  the  V.  S.  S.  /J/ti  f'/irni/.  and  iiiK'lion'tl  iiltout  :>  p.  iii.  l:i 
n)ilos  from  the  nioiUh  of  the  river. 

At  7  a.  Ml.  on  the  !:i<tth.  tlii'  now  of  tlir  h(*1mm>iut,  tuunln'rinjr  •"*  men, 
caino  aloiijjrjifle  tbi.s  veK^el  and  re|)ortod  tin*  Hohooni'r  deserted  by  tho 
captain  and  mate.  At  7:.'iit  1  jt^ot  uruh-rway  and  jjroeceded  up  the 
river  in  eommny  with  tlie  /hii  ChJiuf.  At  T:!."*  wi»  niTi  aIony:side  tlie 
svhooiier.  Actinj,''  Ma.stt*r*r?  Mate  .fames  lluirjin,  of  this  vesfc-el,  and 
Acting  Mft.stor  lloworth.  with  a  Itoat  from  (he  ihii  f'himj^  iKwirded  and 
took  iN)ssertsion  of  her.  Found  her  fo  eontjtin  eotton.  I^eft  Actiuif 
Mafttors  Mate  S.  II.  HryanI  in  eharife  of  tlie  jirize,  and  on  the  37th 
she  arrived  in  Port  Hoyal  in  t<tw  of  th**  f'ltrfrr. 

The  fthovti  is  re.Hpe<!tfnl(v  ."uhniitted. 

Very  ri*M[M'Cl fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  Hkhukut  Butant. 
Actimj  MaMftM  MaJf  ami  Krevntiiu:  <>/*^/.w. 

K4>ar-Adniimi  ^.  A.  OAUixtuicN, 

Cvmdg,  South  AthiutU-  Wuvkthj.  Stfutuhfn,  /*'»rf  Rtnjai,  H.C 


Baport  of  LiflQteBUit-<^mnia&der  Chaplio,  IT.  B.  Havy. 

L'.  S.  Snii'  New  Hami*siiirk. 

AliMiUAi.:  I  have  the  htmor  to  n* port  that  mu  the  morning  of  (lie 
26th  of  January  6  men  eame  in  a  boat  lo  where  the  l'.  8.  S,  Jjtii 
Vhiitg  and  L*.  S.  S.  Chvtr  wero  lying,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Com- 
iMihee  Kiver,  and  g-ave  tliemselves  up,  statinjr  that  they  belonged  to  the 
blofkade-ninnitig  srhoonrr  CiM^inftr.  We  got  underway  and  iiljiml 
7;3(' a.  ni.  took  possot^sion  of  her.  She  liiul  "I  iMile.s  of  eotton.  The 
U.  S.  tS.  Clover  towed  her  to  this  harlior.  Tho  master  <'aq)enter. 
John  [M.]  Davies,  examined  her  and  report**  her  unfit  to  go  north  at 
this  sptison  of  the  yenr. 

The  f<dlowingare  the  men  whorlaim  to  have  bcinngcjl  to  her:  Jnhii 
StAnaluff,  William  Onnandy.  8amuel  Taylor,  Frank  Jnst^pfi,  William 
Chuston. 

Very  re.spertfully,  yon r  obtxiient  servant, 

J.  C.  CnAi»UN^ 
Lieutenitnt-VormntWfhr. 
Kuar-Admii-al  J.  A.  Dahi/jren, 

Oomffiandiug  Stmtk  AtUmtic  Biockadhg  Sf/utulrtm, 
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B«poTt  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahl^en,  V.  S.  Havy. 

No.  64.]  FiLvg-Stkamek  IIarvkst  Moon, 

Pi>rt  Royal  ITarlm^,  H.  C.  Fehrunnj  7.  186.5. 
Sir:  The  cargo  of  the  schooner  Onjiutti,,  prize  to  the  U.  8.  8.  D<d 
Chlng^  is  sent  north  for  adjudication,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  MamiwkmctU^ 
a«  the  Hchooner  is  not  deemed  seawortliy. 

Acting  Master  George  Howortii,  prize  master,  goes  north  with  it, 
and  has  the  customary  lett«u*  of  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>o,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Adiah'al^  C(fin<hj.  S(ndh  Athmtlc  Hhuhtding  S</tuidro)i. 
Hon.  Uii>KON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Tclwnim.l 


Washinoton,  January  37,  18G6. 

Put  immediately  on  ]>oard  the  State  of  Georgia,  Captwin  Stanly,  as 
many  XV-inch  projectiles  as  she  can  carry  for  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron  and  inform  Captain  Stanly  that  more  will  1)6  sent  from 
New  York  per  steamer  Queen.     Answer. 

H.  A.  Wise, 
*  Chief  Bnreau. 

Commander  Lynch,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Lawrence,  off  NmfoJk. 


Rt'jxyrt  of  Major-  OiixeraJ  Foster,  (^.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  di«trihution 
(ff  naral  rexnets  for  v<toperatire  demonstration. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  '27,  ISOo. 
(teneral:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Admiral  Dahlgrcn  informs 
mo  that  in  obedience  to  your  request,  b}'  telegram,  he  has  sent  the 
following  vessels  to  make  the  demonstrations  requested  I)}-  you,  viz: 
To  the  Combahee  River,  the  gunboat  Dai  Vhing  and  one  anned  tug; 
to  the  South  Edisto,  the  Paicnee  and  one  armed  tug;  to  the  North 
Edisto,  the  Souoma;  to  the  Stono,  the  Winxahirkon,  the  McDonough, 
and  two  moi'tar  schooners.  In  addition,  I  have  directed  General  I'otter 
to  proceed  to  Kdisto  Island  and,  with  the  Twenty-second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  already  landed  there,  to  make  a  strong  demonstration  toward 
Willstown,  on  the  South  Edisto  River,  cooperating  with  the  navy. 
I  will,  if  required,  reinforce  him  as  far  as  necessary.  The  enemy 
have  always  kept  a  force  at  Willstown  guarding  the  roads  to  Adauis 
Run  and  dacksonboro. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Foster, 
Major- Ovneral  if  Volunterrs. 
Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

Oomdg.  MUltary  Division  of  the  Mist/ssijfjti,  /*iH.-otaligo. 
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Letter  frmn  Major- Ge^neral  Shetmau^  LI.  S.  Arttnj,  to  litur-Admira/ 
DnhUjrm^  V,  S.  NuTy^  rf{j<trtliiitj  the  uptmimj  »*f  tht'  vumpaUpi  In 
the  (MrolinfiM, 

llGADgUARTEKH    MlLITABY    Dn'ISlON    OK   TFIK    MlHSISSn'PI, 

//*  /ht'  Ft',/t/,  JWoftiJhjo^  J,f,in.tvy  '27,  tS65. 

Deau  Aomiral:  I  Imvt*  now  rwonnoitorcd  all  {\\v  coiintrv  fntin  the 
Salkolmtjrtiif*  brid^i'  l»ark  t«»iinil  iiM'Imlinj^  Coomiwhntchit'.  Thr  oriumv 
liiui  fnrtifii>d  every  putli  U'tifJinjr  from  tli«>  viirums  hmdinjjH  to  tho  rail- 
road, and  could  havo  UitluTi'd  iis  a  j^ood  <i(*al  liad  wo  not  jjot  Porot4il- 
4fo  in  th<t  way  we  did  l»y  thr  scvcrul  divisions  and  the.  <]uick,  prompt 
attack.     From  here  wo  will  find  no  trouhlo  in  u-ottin**'  an  n(fin^. 

I  have  official  reoorts  that  Slocnm  ^ot  otT  for  Sister'^  Ferry  on  the 
:ir»th  and  he  should  ne  tbefe  (o morrow. 

It  will  take  him  till  .M(jnday  or  Tuesday  to  cross  over,  load  hifi 
waj^ons.  and  rendczvinis  at  Kohertsville,  when  wo  will  l>r  ttfl'.  I  hope 
this  cold,  clear  weather  will  hvst  for  that  time,  as  the  roads  here  would 
cut  to  the  hub  after  an  hours  rain. 

I  have  heen  feelinif  the  CV»ndmhee  Ferry  and  also  at  the  bridge,  hut 
the  river  is  over  its  hnnkn  and  tills  the  swamps  for  a  mile  back.  XA^o 
deep  at  point>*  to  wade  and  too  shallow  at  others  to  use  boats,  I  can 
only  f*ee  a  few  rebels  on  the  other  Jtank,  but  a  prisoner  captured  says 
tlicro  is  a  brij,'adc  l>ack  a  short  distatuo  and  a  considerable  force  about 
(ireen  Pond,  UJ  niilos  east  of  thi.s.  We  rind  no  enemy  this  side  of 
the  Salkehatchie.  exiopt  cavalry,  which  is  simply  watchinj^  us.  but  1 
will  clear  it  away  in  a  hurry  when  we  are  ready  to  move.  I  will  be 
sure  to  let  you  know  the  moment  we  are  otT,  and  will  leave  Hat^^h's 
division,  of  Foster'a  command,  hero  to  cover  our  raovomonts. 
1  am,  with  great  ri^spect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  StlEllMAN, 

Mdjftr-  Getieml. 
Admiral  Daiilorex, 

Conmutndhuf  StiutA  AtJ/intu;  St/uttdnm 


Mtrmormtdtnnfrimt  Rtnr-Admitul  Dahlyvt-n^  U.  S.  Niin/^t^  Commander 
BtdiJi,  C  A'.  Nfirt/y  rf(jardhi<j  init-ndk^l  mifVf.wentu  of* trot^pn. 

Jamuaky  37,  18G5. 
A  detachment  of  troops  is  about  to  operate  by  the  North  Edisto. 
The  SoiK'fiKt  is  there. 

Take  round  the  /*n/metf  find  /A/j^Jw///,  and  with  the  Sonoma  a^niat 
the  troops  all  you  can. 

Very  respectfully, 

.1.  A.  Dahujhkn, 

Rt'tr-Adifiirtd, 
[Commander  IUutii.] 

Report  of  Lieuirnant-Comtnarider  Mmaon^  JJ>  S,  iVtfvy,  regardrntj  a 
reconfwu^OfHce  in  Stono  River. 

U.  S.  S.   WiSSAHIOKON, 

Stono  Rt'^ver^  South.  Caro/in^^  Janumy  38,  X8G5* 
Admiral:  A  scout  was  sent  up  the  creeks  of  John's  Island  last  nijrht, 
and  the  Stono  thorouj^hly  examined  to-day.     There  have  been  no  new 


* 


S04 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLoCKADINa   3QUADB0N. 


batteries  orect^'tl  Nint'c  the  expedition  up  the  river  in  July  la.>*t.  Bat- 
ten' I'riiiglr  Hhs  Ikmmi  ron.sidernhly  streiigthnnr<l  and  thr  Mrlhfntnujh 
drew  its  tire  in  the  rcLonnoissance  <if  this  iifterno<m.  Her  shell  l»urnod 
two  of  t!ie  rermiitiiiitj  houst'.salvove  I>'urareville.  and  (hi'  vessels  arc  now 
ftiie.hori'd  farther  up  the  stream,  as  ordered,  in  positions  U}  annoy  and 
repulse  t!ie  enemy  should  he  make  hiaappeai*anee.  No  torpetloew  have 
been  discoveit»<i  in  the  river. 

The  channel  to  this  inlet  was  Hounded  yesterday,  and  the  entrance 
buoy  marked  it-*  yon  direeted.  At  hiji-h  water,  full  and  i'lianjr<>i  14  feet 
can  be  curried  throujfh  it  to  the  anehorape  inside. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  W.  JoriNROv, 
LifttfeMtnt^Coinntander  and  Senu^r  Offict^'  PrtHt^ritL 

Admiral  »I.  A.  DAiiuiREN,  U.  vS.  Navy, 

Chmmaiidmg  South  Aff^thtn'  HUtchadin^  Fhei. 


Repittt  of  LU'iUrntint-CmitiHfmiifr  Crt^Mimn^  U,  S.  Navy^  rtyttrdutg  a 
reconnoiHmnice  in  Stttno  Rvvet'^  and  ertgutjemenl  irk/t  J^oH  Primjh. 

U.  S.  S.  M<'DoN<;)UOH, 
SOmo  liiiUTry  January  ^P,  1S65. 

Sir:  Yesterday,  with  the  permission  of  Lieutenant-Comntauder  A.W. 
Johnson,  stMiiorotHeer  jiresent,  I  went  np  this  river  as  far  as  the  point 
of  w(Mtds  aliout  li.oiio  yards  from  Kort  Frin^de,  with  which  work  1 
exchanged  iiiuncrous  shots. 

Most  of  my  shell  fell  inside  of  the  W{)rk,  and  Prlntrle  replied  with 
but  two  heavy  puns,  which  I  am  confident  were  «moothljore.  Not  a 
nboll  exploded  near  mc,  tln)Uj'li  some  of  the  enemy \s  tshot  were  very 
fairly  diiccted.     They  were  all.  1  think,  .solid  shot 

Feelinj^  the  w<K>ds  ocejiwionally  as  I  moved  up  with  shell  and  ^rape, 
1  sent  a  boat's  crew  ashore  and  hnrnetl  succejisivciv  LcLmr6's  hoitse  and 
the  house  and  outbuiltiingtf  ou  the  wooded  point  in  whose  vicinity  the 
I\nmitx'  lay  hust  July. 

I  did  not  brintf  my  vessel  ^vithin  ran^  r)f  the  batterie,s  upjKJsite  to 
Prinj^le,  as  I  did  not  think  it  necessary. 

I  am  convinied  there  ai-e  no  new  works  on  -lohn'n  Island,  and  also 
that  Fort  Triaj^le  is  not  .so  formidable  as  it  was  in  July  laat.  No  tor- 
pedoes ai'e  in  the  river  yet,  as  1  wont  up  purixjsely  at  dea<l  low  water 
to  endeavor  to  discover  them. 

1  ex|>ended  on  this  reeonnoissancc  12  IX-inch  shell  and  2  stand  of 
grape;  liJ  100-ponnder  Parrott  shell,  l.shmpnel,  1  lOO-pounder  canis- 
ter; 24  50-pounder  Dahl^rcn  rifle  shell;  1  24-pounder  howitzer  canister. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  h\  Crosman, 
LieHfefmtU-Oommand-eriU,  S.  Nat^y, 

Bear-AdminU 'Inu.  A.  DAiiUfREN. 

Coiiuiiaitdiiig  South  Atlantw  Bfo<'kad*ng  Sf/mtdrvm. 
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l^ort  of  €tmimand*r 


Fntilet/^    (:,    .V.    N<wy^  refjardhuj  affairs 


in 


U.  S.  S,  TUSCARORA, 

Off  (rr'onjtiwrh,  S,  C,  Jnntninj^O^  1S€5, 
Sir:  1  rcspoctfally  reijort  the  arrival  of  the  Tnwanfra  off  (leor^- 
tX)wn  on  tht"  fon-noon  m  the  2oth  iristAut,  and  my  Hndinj^  tlir.  Afhi(^tM>y 
A'f'jjsic^  and  Gt-mfiM'  at  anchor  in  the  otiinir.  On  tho  following  day 
C^mmandor  Croighton  proceeded  with  tho  M/'ntyoe  into  the  inner  har- 
J)or.  but  owinj^'  to  the  vory  fresh  winds  lilowinjf  from  the  northward 
and  westward,  and  (hp  draft  of  water  of  the  A?psi'(\  the.  pilot,  L'pte- 
grovo,  declined  tjikinur  the  latter  in  until  yesterday,  when  she  was 
safely  taken  over  the  Tmr.  and  both  ves,sels  are  at  anchor  in  the  river. 
The  niglit  previous  to  iiiv  arrival  the  pilot  had  just  returned  from  a 
wont  of  a  couple  of  days,  luiving-  approa('h('<l  to  within  a  few  miles  of 
Cjrcoriretown,  and  hnnging"  with  him  on  hU  return  two  Charleston  and 
two  Wilmington  impers.  whieh  are  herewith  forwarded  to  you.  Cap- 
tain Cr^'iJrht<^n  informs  nie  he  hiis  ri-ptu'li'd  the  result  of  his  observations. 
Yest^rthiV  I  sent  Acting  Ensign  S.  L.  Griffin,  of  this  vessel,  into 
the  inner  harbor  in  my  Hrst  t*uttcr»  with  an  anned  Itoat's  erew,  who, 
on  his  return,  rejxu'ted  cverythin|f  (|uiit  in  the  vieinity;  and  from  the 
top  of  the  lighthouse  had  a  tine  view  of  lioth  North  and  SiMith  islands, 
[Winyah  Bay|,  on  neither  of  whieh  enuld  be  perceived  any  move- 
ments of  men  or  of  enrthworks  being  erected.  1  wo  picket  boatw  from 
the  inside  vessels  are  sent  up  the  river  nightly,  and  troin  CVMunmnder 
(vreigliton  1  learn  tlmt  a  toiiK'do  wius  found  wjished  up  on  the  iieaeh, 
and  from  which  the  scouts  removed  the  powder,  whieh  was  wot  and 
UBtnaged. 

I  am.  Hir,  very  ro.**|)crtfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

J.  Maoikon  Kkaii.ky, 
Cotninnnd4fr^  U.  S,  Namj^  Scnwr  Offctr  Prencnt. 

Kear-Admiral  .f.  A.  DAnLoREN, 

Vomd<j*  tSouth  Atiantic  Blwkad'tmj  A<f/iuidrun^  Port  lioyal,  S,  V* 


■ 


Letter  frtfnt  litar-Admlnd  Dahhjren^  11.  S.  Nary^  to  Major- Gountl 
SfuTfuatu  O.  S,  Armt/f  regretting  hiobility  to  txHipcratc  as  fdly  oh 
dssired. 

K1.A0MKIH  IIakvkht  AlooN, 

/Wi  Royal,  JanfoirySO,  1S05, 
1>EAR  General:  1  was  very  glad  to  hear  )»v  your  note  of  the  'J7th, 
just  received,  that  everything  was  going  so  mucli  U)  your  satisfaction. 
I  wish  1  coidd  say  so  for  myself,  but  first  the  l\tt*timit  would  Ik^ 
blown  up  by  a  lorpcdu.  and  now  the  Dui  C/tim/ gi'is  foul  of  a  battery, 
getii  aground,  can't  get  off.  and  is  destroyed.  One  thing  w:i8  right; 
she  was  defended  for  seven  hours  and  aI)andoned  tt>  the  flames  only 
when  her  piv<ft  gun  wt\s  disabled  by  a  shot.  All  the  (dlicers  and  men 
brought  oJT.  but  four  captured  in  a  iKiat  by  pickets,  so  the  ndiels  did 
not  gain  much.  A  contraband  froui  Charleston  says  they  have  drawn 
off  nearly  all  the  traoj)s  from  about  the  city  t<tward  Braniiiville, 
where  they  loi>k  for  "Mr,  Shenuan."  I  had  no  guntmat  to  replace 
the  /Mi  Chiuij  in  the  Conilmhee,  and  sent  the  l^iivu»t  from  the 
Asbepoo  to  North  Ediuto,  because  J  understood  General  Foster  waa 
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sending"  a  detarhmciit  thore  for  a  diversion.  The  Sfi/iontft  wiii  there] 
flireatly.  Very  surrv,  ut'iioral.  that  I  ran  not  do  anv  niort*  fi*r  _v»mJ 
but  the  eonsiilntion  in  that  yon  do  n<»t  need  it.  The  cipher  ik  all  rijriitJ 
and  its  chief  merit  seems  to  me  that  when  on<e  written  it  may  be* 
in8erutal)lc  to  everybody. 

Willi  my  heai'tiest  wishes,  dear  general,  1  am,  mcwt  truly  yours, 

J.  A.  Dahujken. 
General  SnEiarAN, 

OnuinatKiiiKj^  etc. 

P.  S. — ^Vheii  you  ^t  to  Richmond  I  winh  to  Ihj  there,  for  I  have 
yet  to  bury  my  hoy. 


Report  of  {'rnnmandrr  Bah^h.  (/.    S.   iWrry,  Com/Handiiu;  U.    S.    S. 

7*tJif>7tf'f?^  r*jf/f/rdtii{/  art  eJCpt'dUi'm  -into  ilo-  North  KdUht  RiveVy  in 

cooperation  with  ih^  army. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sixx>r  I'awnke, 
Nbrf/t  Fkliftto^  South  Caro/hi(/,  Jtrutwn/  30^  JSb'o. 

Admiral:  T  Imve  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  entered  the 
North  K<iisl<)  on  the  eveninj^f  of  ihr  'Jsth  instant,  and  at  thiylij^bt  of  the 
ystth  proceeded  up  the  river  juid  amhored  otlAVhite  J'oiut,  where  I 
foutiu  the  Souoiiio.  Lieutciiant-Coiuninndcr  Kil It-brown  has  been 
actively  en»,^^ed  in  .s<'()utint,'  with  his  bouts  in  this  virinity. 

I  willed  upon  (Jrnrral  Potter,  who  ha.s  roninuuHl  of  (he  troops,  and 
expi"e.s8ed  the  opinion  that  a  move  by  way  of  Wfiitc  Point  in  thediret^- 
tion  of  Adams  Run  wouhl  be  hotter  than  in  thn  diri'rtion  of  South 
Edisto,  and  in  a<(or(hiin'e  with  this  opinion  (lenern!  Potter  changed 
hiis  haw  from  ^^lictto  I.«landto  White  Point  histeveninfj.  The  J'tnrriee 
and  S'tfun/ui  gave  every  aid  in  our  [tlipir|  power  in  lauding  the  troopi*, 
having  taken  position  to  protect  the  lldnk. 

At  s  a.  m.  tnis  nioniing,  atOeneiiil  l*otter's  request,  we-  opened  fire 
for  an  hour,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  his  troops  advanced, 
accompanied  hy  a  liglit  lii-poundrr  nf  the  Sunonifi,  There  lias  hcen 
oeeaHional  tiring  from  the  h()witzer  niid  the  infantry,  but  not  heavy 
enough  to  lead  oue  to  suppose  that  the  enemy  is  in  strong  force.  It 
H  contemplated  bv  Genend  Potter  that  the  force  will  fall  l>ack  by 
niffht  to  White  Pouit. 

The  troo|iH  ad\'anced,  I  am  told  by  Oenoral  Potter,  till  they  came  to 
a  battery,  strongly  posted,  and  which  rei>lied  to  his  tire.  It  would 
require  a  nnich  heavier  force  than  he  has  to  assault  it,  and  he  is  now 
(7  p.  m.)  embarkiug  his  troops,  and  they  will  return  to  their  former 
post  on  Mislo. 

1  sent  the  DuffodU  up  the  Oawho  River,  but  nothing  of  importance 
wn.M  discovered.  I  had  yesterday,  before  the  troops  canie,  a  rc<'on- 
noissanee  ma<le  in  the  direction  of  Adams  Run*  and  some  rcbelH  were 
found  and  shots  exchanged,  lioats  frou)  the  Sonoi/nt  had  been  uj)  the 
Wadmelawand  disi'overed  some  few  rid>eU;  she  went  up  in  that  din'c- 
tiou  yej^tenlay  and  tired  her  howitzer  occa-sionatly.  1  believe  this 
movement  of  General  I*otter  will  liave  a  good  etfect  in  worrying  the 
enemy. 

I  am,  very  re«|«»etfully,  your  obedient  acrvant, 

CiEO.  R  Ba!^'IT, 

CoHu/iondt^r. 
R«ir-Admii*al  .1.  A.  Paiiuirkv, 

(ttift/it/oitlf'fn/  Sf/t/th  Atf^mtiC  Bhtrkfkdi'mf  S*fu*idrfm. 
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Rt'f>f*H  of  LU'uteimrtt' Com mnnthr  Johnson^  U.  S.  Nat^tj^  retjin-dhttj  the 
j)f(rpo»e  for  a  further  rct'omunMnmncd  hi  tfte  Stotio  and  Klawali 
Rivera. 

U.  S.  S,  Wtrsahickon, 
Stono  Rlver^  South  Cartduia^  Jmmnry  3U  ISGo, 
Admiiial:  In  ohodience  to  your  vorbal  order,  reuoived  this  foronoon 
tbrout;h  roiimuiudin^  officer  uf  tho  (^hunt/er^  1  hove  to  inform  you 
that  nothing  further  uus  Immmi  dlsrovorod  on  the  »horG*t  of  tht^ise  rivers 
sinre  Uiv  reixnt  of  the  iiyth  instjuit. 

The  j\/c/Jtmou///t,  th«  0.  I\  Wi/liittfiM,  and  this  vessel  are  anchored 
at  tho  inters(»ction  of  the  Stoiio  and  Kiawah,  and  so  soon  as  more 
rcliuhli' inrornmtioti  is  <)l)tain"Mi  from  our  srout<*.  I  |>ur|Kise  lo  again 
reconuoitor  these  strenuis  with  the  two  <^uulx>ats. 

I  am.  very  res|X!i'tfully,  your  nbedirut  sorvaut, 

A.  W.  Johnson, 
LienU'ttfijif-  0*fu  t/tu/uJhr. 
Admiral  J.  A.  Oahi/irkn.  V.  S.  Nnvy. 

(.'aitinuinduttj  South  Atlantic  lituckadluij  ^leei. 


Rep*>rt  of  LUttttrnuni-Cf>tnmait<hr  Luc^^    U,   S.   Navy,  t^juumuidiuf) 
11.  S.  S.  Pofitiac^  rtijanling  an  vJ'pt.dUum  in  the  Sav>annah  R'tnyr 
ffT  eoojteratum  with  the  nrtny. 

IT.  S.  S.  roNTiA<% 
Svstn^n  J'tfrry^  Savannah  RtviVy  Gecfrfjio,  January  -il,  IStift. 
AdmiiijVl:    In    ohediiuire    to  your  order  of    the   VMh    instant,   I 
re|K»rted  on  the  ITith  instant  toCnMionil  Sherman,  at  Siivannah.  and 
was  hy  him  referred  to  Geneml  Slocutn  for  special  instructions. 

Aifreoaltly  to  such  instructions,  wo  h'ft  Savannah  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  lyth,  in  company  witii  tho  army  transixirt  RfArt  E.  Li'x^  and 
arrived  at  Puryshur<r,  ulxml  20  miles  up  (he  river,  on  the  afterniKni  of 
the  JiMh,  wliero  we  found  a  poition  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  (rerieral 
[Alphcus  S.J  Williams.  Uemained  at  I'nryslHULr  until  the  2:i<i,  when 
we  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  on  the  ;i4th  unchored  at  MorralPs 
Landing,  at  IIih  htwer  end  nf  Sister's  Ferrv  Bhills,  ahout  41  miles  from 
Sftvannah.  Here,  on  the  hij^h  hanks  which  overlook  the  river,  wo 
established  a  picket  station  with  a  view  to  keep  a  lookout  for  the 
advance  of  our  own  arm3',  and  to  see  that  the  enemy  did  not  hiding 
artillery  to  htmr  on  us.  our  own  guns  not  beinj»-  available  for  such  an 
idevatif)n. 

With  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  position  and  strength  of  the  rebel 
piiketfl,  and  for  information  gern'rally,  small  seouting  parties  were 
sent  out  with  ordiTs  to  run  n<i  risk  of  being  i'ut  olT,  :ind  eautioned 
partiruhirly  against  the  drtnc-hi'd  lM)dies  of  Wbeeh-r's  eavaliy  known 
to  be  in  the  neighborhood.  Notwithstanding  this  wnrning.  on  the 
nuM-nin^  of  tlie  jtlth  a  pnrty  from  this  ship,  engagetl  on  a  scouting 
expi'dihon.  were  surprised  and  captured  by  a  Iiody  <if  Wheeler's  linm, 
numbering  about  "JSS.  The  following  are  the  names  of  those  taken: 
Tliird  Assistant  Kngineer  ("arlton  A.  I'ber;  Acting  (runner  Charles  F. 
Adams;  Americus  Itrinton,  ordinary  seaman;  GustavusDuhl.  ordinary 
seaman;  .lidin  Owens,  hmdsman:  dames  Walters,  coal  heaver- 
Previous  to  thi.N  we  had  taken  the  folknving  prisoners:  John  Gay 
lord,  citizen,  but  suspected  guerrilla;  James  M.  Fleetwood,  Uitc  of 
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rebel  ffiinboat  Macon,  and  branch  pilot  of  Savannah;  John  Ganaan, 
J.  B.  Metzger,  Thirty-first  Georgia  [Fourth  Cavalry?],  all  of  whom 
were  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal. 

On  the  eveninff  of  the  27th  the  scouts  of  General  Davis's  column 
reached  here,  and  soon  after  the  rest  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  They 
had  been  delayed  by  the  veiy  bad  roads  and  the  great  amount  of 
corduroying  to  be  done.  The  movements  of  this  wing  are  greatlv 
impeded  by  the  late  freshets,  biit  officers  and  men  are  working  with 
great  energy  and  perseverance,  and  will  no  doubt  overcome  all  diffi- 
culties. 

This  ship  is  now  anchored  about  a  mile  above  the  pontoon  bridge, 
or  at  the  old  ferry,  on  the  lookout  for  the  enemy's  gunboats,  me 
last  information  of  which  showed  them  to  be  80  or  90  miles  above  us. 

On  our  way  up,  owing  to  the  very  strong  current  caused  by  the 
freshet  and  the  many  and  very  sharp  turns  in  the  river,  wc  were  occa- 
sionally swept  in  among  the  trees  on  the  river's  bank,  getting  some 
sci'alches,  but  nothing  of  a  serious  nature. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  LrcK, 
Lieiihnnnt-  (_  'ontmandirr. 

Admiral  John  A.  Daiilgrrn, 

Coinmmxdintj  South  Atlantic  Bl^x'ladliKj  Stjucidron. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear- Admiral  DahUjren,  U.    S.  Navy^  re^jardlmj 
the  Sava^inah  deje'ftffe^. 

No.  411.]  Flag-Steameu  Hauvest  Moon, 

Jhri  Royal  Harbor^  S.  O.^  Jiunuwy  31^  lS6o. 

Sir:  I  am  now  able  to  convey  to  the  Department  a  more  romplete 
account  of  the  works  that  defended  Savannah  than  was  lx>fore  in  my 
power. 

The  sketch  annexed  shows  the  cit}^  to  l»c  approachable  from  sea- 
ward directly  by  the  Savannah  River  and  \V  ilmington  Rivei-,  and 
indirectly  by  roatls  from  the  Vernon  and  Ogeechec  rivers. 

The  heavy  Imrriers  that  were  laid  acioss  the  Savannah  Hiver  at  the 
head  of  Elba  Island  have  been  found  sufficiontly  difli<'ult  of  removal, 
even  when  our  possession  enaV>led  sUmtn  tugs  and  divers  to  work  with- 
out interruption. 

There  was  a  doul)le  line  of  cribs  extending  <Mitirely  across;  each  of 
these  was  made  of  heavy  timbers,  iS-inch  tx)  :i()-incii,  stoutlv  framed 
together,  with  platforms  at  each  tier,  on  whidi  w<'re  j)lacc(l  piles  of 
brick.  Their  tops  were  about  level  with  high  water  and  in  the  dif- 
ferent jmrts  of  the  South  Biimch  must  ha\e  had  a  height  of  30  to  85 
feet  from  the  l>ottom. 

The  party  from  the  navy,  consisting  of  a  corps  of  divers  and  a 
steam  tug,  were  occupied  two  or  three  weeks  in  removing  two  or 
three  of  tnese,  which  ojKined  a  passtige  of  not  more  tlian  liM>  to  125 
feet. 

In  the  North  Branch  the  divers  who  contmctcd  effei-ted  a  similar 
opening  in  lejss  time,  as  the  water  was  little  more  tlian  half  the  depth 
oi  the  South  Branch. 

1st.  The  first  battery  from  a1x>vc  that  couunandful  tliese  ohstnu'tit>ns 
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wrts  Fovt  I-iCe,  a  stvonff  eurthwork.  at  l,r><H)  yartVs;  it  had  1<>  jruiis.  of 
which  :i  wrn-  lO-iiirh  aud  ;^  wert;  S-Inch  cuhimhmds. 

2d.  Kort,  Jurkson,  Ht  2,000  yards,  has  5  guns;  of  which  "2  are 
S-iuoh  columhiads. 

3d.  IJatttTv  Luwton,  at  'JJHKI  yardt,  5  cAimon;  of  whii.'h  *2  wero 
lo-iiu-h  foUmibiads;  one  vvu-**  an  8-iiich  culumhiad. 

4th.  \VaU*r  Inittcry,  at  *i,Oi»» yards,  0  guns;  of  which  2  were  lu-inch 
coluinhiads  and  1  an  s-inoh  foliimbiad. 

AlKtiit  l,5ut*  yards  alx)vo  the^e  obstructionis  wan  another  row  of 
similar  crihwork,  extt*ndin>!f  from  Fort  Lee  to  Battery  I^iwton.  on  an 
island  directly  across  tlie  chiinni'l,  the  channel  being  under  the  tiro  of 
these  works,  at  rangos;  varying  from  :iOO  to  600  yards. 

Piles  were  aldo  driven  and  obstructions  sunken  at  different  partrt  of 
the  ehannel  where  it  pre.senlcd  an  iiitriracy. 

So  long,  therefore,  as  the  rebels  held  these  initterics,  they  covered 
the,^  obstruetious  by  the  tire  of  2(3  cannon,  of  which  13  were  eolum- 
biads. 

As  the  Savannah  Kiver  is  lined  with  murslies  to  the  line  of  obstruc- 
tions, no  troops  could  openito  on  either  side,  and  the  vessels  that 
up]iroaehed  could  have  no  cooperation,  while  they  were  also  under  the 
tire  of  the  batter}' of  14  guns  on  Wbiteumrsh  fsland,  at  a  range  nf 
yards. 

SuvaiTliah-UJukLliciwpver,  be  approached  b}'  landing  troops  in  St, 
Augustine  Creek,  whence  roads  led  directly  to  the  city,  the  distance 
not  exeeeding  3  niilew,  which  was  also  easy  riHe  range,  and  permitted 
thi^  destruction  of  the  city, 

'I'he  navigation  from  the  hcu  i.s  l)etter  by  thi^t  route  than  by  Savan- 
nah River. 

T<i  guard  against  tliis  danger  there  were  several  batterieji. 

1st.  Turners  KtK-ks,  <>  gunr*,  4  of  them  H'-ineh  idliinibiads  and  1 
8-ini-h  cobinibiad. 

2tl.  Thunderlwlt.  12  guns;  of  which  1  was  a  l">-iitch  coUunbiaU  aud 
4  were  8-inch  ci)luuibiit(ls. 

Hd.  Barlow,  wilii  its  otilfKist,  I'liuston's  Blutl.  l<>  gnns;  of  wliicli  I 
was  a  10-inch  colninliiad  and  8  were  8-inch  I'obunbiud.s. 

Obstructions  of  various  kinds  were  sunk  in  iritlerent  |>artM  of  the 
narrow  channel. 

The  heavy  cannon  on  this  line  were  tf  lo-inch  cobirnfiiafls  andS  8-ineb 
tMxlnnifiiads,  looking  ujhmi  a  deep,  but  narrow,  aiul  ci'ookcd  channel. 

Ju.st  ifi  the  midst  of  this  network  of  defenses  lay  Whiteinarsh 
Island.  Our  lauding  and  intrenching  here  waj*  prevented,  tirst,  by 
the  battiTv  of  Turner's  Kocks,  second,  \*\  a  battery  on  itx  east  side  of 
14  guns,  which,  with  ob^tnirtions,  closed  the  pjussagc  by  the  Little 
Tvbee;  third,  by  an  intrenchuu-nt.  extending  diagonally  acros.s  the 
inland,  with  •^uiall  tieldworks  at  intervals:  fnnrln,  by  the  gnns  of 
TliuiiderlM)lt  <iifihuling  these  intrenchments;  tifth,  by  the  guns  of 
Bartow. 

The  whole  of  thi.H  powerful  assemblage  of  woi*k>*  were  open^  how- 
ever, to  being  tjiken  in  reveixe.  and  turned  or  passed  by  trtKtjw  landing 
on  the  Vernon  and  Ogeechee. 

To  prevent  this,  the  Vernon  was  closed  by  obstructions  and  com- 
manded by  Foil  Beaulieu,  with  1>  cannon,  of  which  2  were  lO-inch 
cohmibiads  and  1  was  an  S  imb  eolunibiail. 
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Big  Ogeecheewiis  dosed  bj' obstructions  and  Fort  McAllister,  having 
24  guns,  of  which  3  were  lO-inch  columbiads  and  1  was  an  8-incB 
columbiad. 

Little  Ogocchee  was  defended  by  Kosedew,  with  6  guns,  of  which 
3  were  lO-inch  columbiads. 

All  of  these  streams  were  so  narrow  at  the  location  of  these  works 
that  a  st04imer  would  turn  with  difficulty,  if  at  all. 

Batteries  were  also  placed  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  city  from 
these  place's. 

The  whole  numl>er  of  cannon  in  the  works  enumerated  above  on  the 
water  courses  was  113,  of  which  20  were  10-inch  columbiads  and  19 
were  8-inch  columbiads. 

Besides  these  there  were  116  cannon  of  less  caliber  in  the  land  works 
immediately  around  the  city  and  on  the  roads  leading  to  it,  making  a 
total  of  229  cannon  defending  Savannah  by  land  and  water. 

1  think  it  clear  from  this  that  the  city  was  not  reducible  in  any  of 
these  directions,  save  by  the  united  exertions  of  a  competent  land  and 
sea  force. 

If  General  Gillmore  had  40,000  men,  which  I  heard  after  he  left 
that  he  had  had,  1  think  the  place  might  have  been  captured. 

But  the  shortest  and  best  way  was  to  take  it  as  did  General  Sherman, 
by  entering  from  the  direction  of  the  interior,  where  no  attack  was 
expected  and  no  works  had  been  previously  prepared. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear'-Advurah  Oomdij,  Stmth  AtUtntw  Blockading  Squadro7i. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Natry. 


Summary  from  the  repoH  of  Captain  D.  II.  Bitel^  chief  of  ordnance 
deiHirtuient^  Army  of  the  Temmaitee^  and  Captain  T.  G.  BayJar^  chief 
of  ordnance.  Military  Department  of  the  Miniiissijypi. 


lO-iiu-h 
columbiadH. 


To  Savannfth,  by  Wilmington  KIvltbiiiI  St.  Auruh- 
tine  Creek: 

No.  1.  Turner'n  Riirks 

'1.  Thunderbolt 

3.  B^tnaventiire 

4.  Ciiufiton'8  Bluff 

5.  Bartow 

C.  Fort  Ixm; 

7.  FortJacLwin 

S.  IjHWton  Ijalierj' 

9.  Water  batter}' 


Tybco  wan  elOBWl  by  OrimbaH'R  Point  battery I, 

Omabaw  wancloiijd  by  McAlli8tcr(UreatOgcccbce)  .1 

Roeedew  (Little Ofreechee).. 

Beanlleu  (Vernon  River) 

Road  from  Ossabaw:  ' 

BrowD I 

BoggB 


In  and  around  Savannah . 
ToUI...    


20 


Others.        Total. 


20  I 


a? 

12 

•JO 

■A 

li 

r> 


6 
12 


16 

10 

fi 

5 

fi 


60 

14 

24 

6 

9 

7 
8 


128 
101 
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I^uUrthvtirm  of  iUSHnds  of  the  South  Afhuitlr 

i'^^U4iry  i,  1806. 


Biockadlng  xSqundn/n, 


VCMMl. 


I 
I 


AnACte 

KAgr^ 

'AdAini 

•Allt^u 

AiiuininUiiii.. 

ArrlhuMt . 

AuloA 

♦Bnirn 

•UnullieiK.... 
•Blunt 

f>lnrnl«lylM  . 
;-f|lpBllOT 

oiatiolmt.... 

ratnlnt 

CAmrllA 

Cikmautm .... 

Clover ,. 

rtuittuini 

•f'Unmbrt*... 
iMntltllon.... 

imflfHlil 

M«#r 

riAinbeau.... 
rernaiidlDA .. 
Utrmnium  .... 
UemftlHik  .,.'.. 

Glnaioliu 

Griffith 


Hom« 


HutM  Mono. 


Uydnogw. 


Bale 

Hop* 

Irto", 

JantAU 

Jntioiil! 

Cauklll 

I^Iilxh 

L(Mlon& 

L^ibanium . 
LArkupiir.., 
Ughtning.. 
Moiitnuk... 
Niogoe....: 


MeDoDooKta. 


Sl<nipbi> 

Mntifrbnm 

3ili))U-AD 

Mahdpnc 

MmtAilnnnlt  . 

NuTttucket 

NKhiiiii 

Mp**'* 

*Ni>w  JiHtnpAhlra. 

Nnrwii'h 

•Norfolk  Piukct.. 

ntuwA 

•urrelUi 

tfileuitler.... 

PSfMlc 

fAwnee 

PontiMu 


PnlonMkA 

PIilliKlolphla . 


. »•••.•>...... 


Kaof 

IQIU. 


CllW. 


II 

7 

a 
1 

4 

2" 
•i 
8 
10 
4 


Cmnmandlng  nffitcr. 


I^men  Maty  or  MatloiL 


ScTPWtnjf.... 

»u-niut*r.       , 
Storeahlp I 

auk 

BiTew  tng 

Uu 

rlo 

sr-hooner.slort 

Bark 

HrbnoDcr 

8on;w»lot)p.,. 

Bide  -  w  h  tf  e  1 

KUtltKMt. 

Monitor 

avrpwliif..... 

do 

ilo 

do 

HiflewhwIlUK 
K«.'h<K'iipr ,, 
Scfiw  tiijf  . 
Slde-whwItiiK 
ft^n-w  attaint' r 

...  .dn 

BHfk 

8ide-wh«;Uu« 

ftirk 

Screw  tiiK 

HortarAclKXHi 
cr. 

Sc boon or 

Kcrew<ite«nitT. 

hoNpttnl. 

Hldo-frhfel 

sleaaii'r. 

Hcmw  lutr 

Bark,    rtni- 

dcmnod. 
Screw  !iti*Ani(.'r 

Sch'XmtT 

ScrHw  iiift 

»cit>w»ilnnii. . , 

Bcrow  fug 

Monitor ... 

do 

Uorvw  Kt4niiiier 
Hrrcw  tug 

do 

Tender 

Monitor 

8ldv-whe«l 

riinboAt. 
8ine-whcel 

Ht^ainor. 
RcffWl'tCumr'r 

Hchooner 

Kt^rcw  iilo<'p  . . 
Monitor 

do 

do 

do 

^i-rewBiinlMMl 
8lon*tinlji 

Pchnnner , 

HtTPWRIinlMwt; 

Hiort'whfMmiTj 
Slrlp-wlifrlliiirl 

Monitor 

HtTCW  )<l<»oi>  .. 
SldL'  ■  wheel 

Kunlmat. 
6<"rew  steamur 
Hide  -  whtfol 

Hti'nmfr. 
r-lrtewlicclliig 
M«nar«'h(«ti 

ef. 
Brig 


Actg.  MctAtLT  Joseph  E.  JoDM. . . 
romilr.  T-  H.  ["iitrfirMvii ' 

Artg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  rhtniioy. . . 

AL-tg.  MM>t<T  r.  A.  I'trmu'li 

Artg.  KiiKiijn  Win    ILi'-ox 

Aclg.  Kii'ljcn.!.  V.  r<)«»k 

Arm.  MftM'T  F.  W.  .'*!n)n(t ■ 

Artg.  Mn>.trr  \\.  V.  KiHldllig....! 
Aftg.  MuKtcr  W.  T.  Dillcwple.... 

Artg.  Kiifli.Ti  <i  <1.  Curtis 

Couidr.  N.  B.  H»rri>((tii 

Coindr.  F..  Thomftwin 

Lieut.  Coindr.  i.i.  ¥.  RelknRp  ... 

Artg.  Kiii-ign  X.  K.  SuJ'ch , 

Actg.  Kimign  I>.  B.  Haww 

Aetg.  I-'nt.!HTi  Wni.  B4ivrt 

Ai^tg.  Ku-iiin  B.  Miti-hell 

ArlB.  Mii-Icr's  Mnti'<r,  W.  Pl»-t, 

Artg.  MiiHliT  W.  i...  B^nrcrs 

Acig.  Kn«iKti  <;.  W.  WilllHmH.. 
Actg.  MiiJner  \S    W.  MaltJinl  ... 

tV»mdr.  J.  t*.  Wiiilrtiiwon 

Artg.  Vol.  I.ifiii.  K.  <'j»vt'ndy,., 

Ai'tg.  MuHli^r  Li-wlc  WiMl 

Aclg.  En.Hign  Duvt-I  Ia* 

Artg.  MH.tter  J.  K.  WlnrhcHtur.. 

Artg.  Riixigri  N.  Koiigliton   

Arlg.  Miwti'rJ,  iigilvit- 


Actg.  MflMer  L.  U.  KmorMn 

Ai'tg-  Mnyicr  B.  Dyer 


Actg.  MutrrJ.  K.  Cmiby 

Artg.  MaMorChfiA.  W.  Rogon  . 
Ai'Ig.  Mturtcf  E.  ().  I'nrhtr , 


Ailg.  ilftHterC  F.  Mitrhcll 

Artg.  V..1.  Lieut.  W.I,.  <-him'hlll 
Aftg.  Eiu-igti  W.  II.  .\ndet>on.. 

Oiiudr.  J,  J.  Aliti)' 

A<-tg.  Eii!>iirn  Ciis.-'.  H.  HauAon  . 

Liciil.  Coindr.  K.  BtirrcU 

Li*m.  <'4tnidr.  A .  A .  Scmmex  . . . 
Ailg.  Vol.  IJfiit.  It.  I'.  Bwann  .. 

Artg.  Kn^ign  Sliirgtj)  Onl«rr 

Actg.  Hiui1lt'!<  .Mate  J  .O'Connor. 


LleuL  i'oiudr.  K.  E.  SU>nu  . 
Comdr.  J.  B.  frclgliton, . ,. 


Lleiil.  Comdr.  A.  P.  rroHman... 

A<tg,  MrtBlct  R.  O.  Pfttlorwn  ,.. 

Artg.  Mftfllcr  John  cioUinii 

(hiiiulr.  Ihinii;!  Aniiiieii 

Llenl.  Ccin'ir.  A.  W,  Weaver 

fnmdr.  K.  t».  Pnrrnlt 

Lirut.  Comdr.  K   F  R.  Uwl*., 

Llt-nt,  Couidr.  W.  K.  Miiyo 

Lleiil.rnaidr  K.  W.IIi-iiry 

(VtMidr.  Win,  H«-vriii!di 

A.tg.MiiMtrW.IMif-W.jlf 

At'lg   Mii^lpr  (1.  W.  Wond 

Lii-iit.'"uiiidr  J.StillweU 

At-lg- Mn-Mt-r  Wm.  I'alei 

Aoig.  MiiMcr  IC.  I'.  Walter 

LliMit.  <  't-indr,  K.  W.  Scot! 

Cnindr.  (i.  B.  Uttlch 

Lfeul.Couidr.S.B.Lncc 


Actg.  Mu«tLT  K.  M.  Montell. 
Actg.  MttFlcrti.  H,  ATory.. 

A'-tg,  KnKlgn  Clia>.  Oriere.  - 
Aftg.  MsJilrr  n.  P.  Heath... 


Aetg.  Hauler  &.  S.  Freeman  . 


(XT  Charlo^on 
I)o 

Do. 

.''i.yiuion')'. 

<>(T  I'harleKtnn. 
Fort  Knynl. 
OlT  (.'hnrleston. 

^1.  .Andrew's, 
S)K-(liil  Only.  <IIveni. 
OlT  ChttTlesltm. 
Port  Hoyal,  repairing. 

Off  Charlwton. 

INirt  R«>ytil.  ft-ptitring. 

t>(T  riiiirlcjiioii. 

I-orl  Royal. 

<>ff  rhiirli-flloti. 

I\.rt  Kuvnl. 

Bnil'f  Bivy. 

T'ort  Koyal,  refinlrlnK. 

North  KdLotii. 

t)«nliiiw. 

UIT  Cliurle*'t(in. 

SI   C»lliLTlrK'N.  <3a. 

Off  CliHrh'^ion. 

Off  iJeyriii-t'iwn. 

(Iff  rharlt^ton, 

WawawHuund. 

Do. 
Off  Charlcaton. 

PortBoyftl. 

Off  Cliarlenton. 
I-orl  koynl. 

.'*t.  John'K  Riv»T. 
Sjiorlal  dnty,  divers. 
I"ort  Koyal,  repairing. 

Do. 
Off  Charlwiluu. 

no. 

Do. 
gAbelo. 

tut  Cliarlustnn. 
Port  Royal.  ret«lr1n£. 
Wiiiwaw. 
Wlluilngton. 
Off  Oeorgetnwn. 

8lono, 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Riwal.  repairing. 

(tJT  t1mrK'»t"n. 

Port  Rnvnl.  n-p<iiring, 

Ot!  I'hiirlCAtiin. 

rto. 

D". 
Off  (ieorgetoun. 
IVirt  Hoyal. 
St.  Jidin'-it  River. 
OtMibaw. 

IVirr  Rovftl,  repairing. 
Off  cliiirli'^ion. 
Tn  KdL-iUi  with  .HturcN. 
Off  L'hiirkwton. 
North  KdL«lo. 
gnvnnnnh  Rtrer. 

Off  rhar)e«liin. 
fitonn. 

Port  Roral. 
OnHAhaw. 

FerualldlUA. 


■Satliitg  re«Mel». 


tHfnrltzeK. 
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Distribution  o/i^eseels  of  the  South  Atlwtiic  Blockading  iiquoilTony  February  1, 18fi5~- 

Continued . 


VCSHCl. 


♦Percy  Draylon  , 
•Racer , 


I  No.  of. 


Sangamon. 
Sonoma  ... 


•St.  Louis 

•SaraloKa 

Shenandoah 

State  of  Georgia . 

South  Carolina.. 

Sanford 

Stettin 

Sweet  Brier 

•Smith,  Dan 


♦Swift 

♦Thunder 

Tlconderf^ft  . 

TuHfHrora 

♦Valparaiw)  . , 
Wlwiahickoii  . 

Winona  

Wamsutta 

Wando , 


2 
8 

18 

22 

8 

8 


•Williams  . 


•WUld  Cat . 
•Ward 


Clatw. 


Tender 1 

Mortarschoon-I 
■  er.  I 

Monitor 

Side-  wheel 

fTunboat. 
SallinK  sloop  . 

do 

Screw  8loop  . . 
Side  -  wheel 

Kteamer. 
Screw  steamer 

do 

do 

Screw  tUK 

Mortarttcnooi:- 

er. 

Tender 

do 

Screw  sloop... 

do 

HoRpitiil 

StTfWKUIltKWlt 

do 

SiTt'W  HlCHiner 
Side- whtiel 

steamer. 
Mnrtarschooii- 

or. 

Tender 

Sflmoner, 

stores. 


Commanding  ofllecr. 


Actg.  Master  E.  O.  Martin  . 


Liciit.  Comdr.  J.  Young 

Lieut.  Ctjmdr.  T,  8.  Fillebrown  . . 

Comdr.  G .  H.  Preble 

Actg.  Lieut.  Comdr.  E,  Brodhead 

CRpt.D.B.Ridgt;ly 

Comdr.  F.  Stanly 


Actg.Vol.  Lieut.  W.  W.  KennlBon 

Actg.  MaKter  Z.  Kemnton 

Actg.Vol.  Lieni.  C.  J.Vun  Alstlnc 

Actg.  Ensign  .I.D.  Dexter 

.\ctK.  Muster  B.  Van  Voorhia 


Capt,  Charles  Stei'dman , 

Comdr. .1 .  M.  Frailcv 

Arlg.  Miutter  H.  S.  Blanchard  , 
Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W.-Iohnsm. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  H.  Dana 

Actg.  Master  i'.  W.  Lee 

Actg.  MtL-ter  Fredk.T.  King  . 


Actg.  Muster  (J.  W.  Parker. 
Actg.  Mister" K.t".  Wyiitt ! '. 


FrcsentdutyofHtation. 


North  Edistii. 
Savannah  River. 

OfT  CharlGflton. 
North  Edisto. 

Do. 
Doboy  Sound. 
OfT  Charleston. 
North  for  supplies. 

Off  Charleston. 

Do. 
St.  Helena. 
Port  Royal,  repairing. 
Stono. 


St.  Flelenn. 
Savannah  River. 
Port  Royal,  repairing. 
(Jeorgetown. 
I'ort  Royal. 
Stono. 

Port  Roval.  repairing. 
Off  Charleston. 
Do. 

Stono. 

Port  Roval. 

OfT  Morris  Island. 


•Sailing  vessels. 


t  Howitzers, 


Very  rcsi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,1.  A.  Dahlgrj:n, 
Rtitr- Admiral^  Connlij.  South  Afhnitf'c  Bhfckadiiuj  Squadron, 


Jirpm't  of  Commander  Pn-hlf^  (L  S.  A't/n/^  commaudhi<f  fJ.   S.  ship 
St.  JMut's,  rc(jaid//i(/  iijf'(iir-'<  in  North  Kdlato  IHi-^cr. 

IJ.  S.  Su)0]'  OF  War  St.  Louis, 
North  Edifto  Rh'a\  South  Caro/hm^  Juhnrnri/  7,  1865, 

Sik:  In  compliance  with  your  verl>al  instructions  to  inc  through  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  O/a/ttdrr^  I  have  to  n'port  that  the  P(tam4'4:.^ 
Sonoimi^  and  Daffodil  are  at  ant^hor  at  and  aliove  Whit*.'  Point,  throw- 
ing a  shell  into  tne  woods  occasionally.  The  J^nriHf  came  down  yes- 
terday to  coal,  and  from  (Captain  Balch  I  h'arned  that  a  small  army 
force,  under  General  Potter,  landed  on  Monday  at  Whitt^  Point  under 
cover  of  a  fire  from  the  gunlwats,  and  advanced  up  the  load  toward 
Adams  Run.  Some  5  miles  up  the  road  they  found,  imd  wore  Hrod  upon 
by  two  strong  batteries  of  the  enemy,  and  not  having  force  sufficient 
to  assault,  fell  back  to  the  landing  j>lacc,  reembarkod,  and  returned  to 
their  encampment  on  Kdisto  Island,  Stcamlwat  (Jieok.  One  of  our 
navy  howitzers  accompanic<l  this  reconnoissance.  The  army  force 
under  Colonel  Baird  is  still  at  Steamboat  Creek.  General  Potter  went 
to  Port  Royal  yesterday  morning  in  the  Anna  Marla^  and  has  probably 
communicated  with  you. 

I  sent  difepatches  by  him,  and  among  them  a  familiar  letter  to  me, 
from  Captam  Balch  for  your  information.     I  understood  him  to  say, 
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vestcnlftv.  that,  with  the  Dqfi'tH/  and  boats,  he  intcnde<l  to  srout  the 
Wadriu'hiw.  Ho  wihhfd  me  to  rt^port  to  you  if  oj)|H»rtunity  otfored, 
thiit  he  WHS  "Uftive."  1  loaned  this  ship'.s  Iminoh  luui  it-s  jjuii  to  thB 
Sojit/f/ifi  for  any  purpose  thut  iiii^ht  l»e  n-uiiiivd. 

The  aiTuv  soems  to  be  burning  the  stubble  and  nc^ro  huts  alluround 
and  a!)Out  tidisto.     It  is  report«»d  to  im?  that  in  ono  of  the  bouses  on 

Creek,  there  is  frnnj  1,(MM>  to  iJ,noo  pounds  of  unyinned  Hea- 

island  cotton  of  good  (pmlity;  for  want  of  mm  and  of  bags  to  pack  it 
in,  1  have  not  wnt  for  it;  besides  I  believe,  after  ail  our  trouble,  such 
a^iundoned  projKM'ty  would  not  be  jHize.  b?it  would  have  to  Itc  turned 
over  to  a  treasury  ajjent.  ShuJl  I  take  it  out  t)f  thehouseand  burn  it? 
Very  resjKTt fully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GEOHt-iE    HkNKY    PuEltl.K, 

Commandei'  und  Stumor   Officer  I^estrnf, 

K«ar* Admiral  John  A.  Dahixikkn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cfrnimi/tidlag  South  AtUmtic  Biockading  JSfjnadrmi. 


lit'jMfH  ttf  Ciwumnidt-t'  Htdch^  f\  S.  A'ttrt/.  ifh^imj  tufne^mHii>H  (Stained 
from  lilt  tJtcitjH'd  Union  prtttoner  refjardimj  ('ttnfWh-ruit' o^'ith'tt. 

U.  S.  Stkam  SixiOP  Pawner, 

Off  Whifr  /*f//V?/.  yorfh  A'//'VA/,  S.   r..  fuhnntnj  /,  ISGT,. 

ADsnnAL:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  rejw>rt  that  (Uirirtj;  the  ni^^lit  a  Union 
prisoner  (of  the  Fourbrnth  Illinois  (  uvairy)  wii>  broujrht  on  Itoard 
the  Doffmlil  by  a  eoud'tiband.  Kroni  liiiii  we  ijet  S4)Mie  interc-stinjj 
iii(elli(renoe  of  affairs  in  Dixie.  Anion^f  other  items  he  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  relnils  are  evaeuatintr  Charleston.  iin<l  lie  board  that 
taey  were  removing'  heavy  jjuns  from  Sullivan's  Island  and  dames 
Island.  He  tells  me  lluit  tfiere  are  the  iifHdi|uarters  of  three  i^enemls 
at  Adams  Kun;  and  that  the  battery  enrountered  by  Genenil  Potter 
is  manned  liy  the  junior  reserves,  and  sJ!k<'  the  movements  in  this 
direilion  there  has  been  j;io«t  anxietv  felt  by  the  rebels  that  we  might 
tlunk  th<*ni  and  got  on  to  the  railrtKUl. 

He  also  informs ine  that  Hardee,  in  a  speeeh  in  Charlestx)n.  expresi*ed 
the  opinion  that  tlioy  euul<l  not  hold  the  nty,  and  was  "  turnrn  out  of 
the  chair."  This  prisoner  says  they  talked,  in  the  event  of  having  to 
fall  back,  of  falling  liaekon  Sumniervillf.  di-itaiit  21  miles  from  Adams 
Kun.  \\\  llio  atlas  you  will  see  that  Siumnervilli'  is  on  the  Stmth 
Carolina  Railroad,  smd  in  the  dircetioii  of  BraiKbville.  1  am  tif  the 
opinion,  from  all  that  1  can  learn,  that  a  move  in  this  direction,  with 
ft  heavy  force,  would  result  iii  the  dcsfrurtifju  of  fbt*  railroad  and^a 
preat  damage  to  the  rebels.  I,  Intwever.  send  this  ]»n.soner  to  you, 
that  you  may  inform  yourself  of  the  real  state  of  aifairs  in  this  \-ictnity. 
The  contraband  I  have  on  board,  and  will,  if  occasion  olfers,  permit 
him  to  return  and  bring  olf  his  family.  His  wife  is  employed  in 
washing  at  the  rebel  hospit-a!  at  Adams  kun,  and  has  iM^en  enjoined  to 
bring  all  infonnation  of  affairs  there.  Evidently  the  move  in  this 
diieclion  has  been  a  good  one,  but  more  force  is  needed  to  gain  Huceens. 
The  Sonoimi  has  to  day  sent  boats  on  a  recounoissaiice  up  the  Wadmc- 
law  Sound  lliiver],  and  your  orib'r  in  regard  to  being  active  has  been 
fully  carried  out  liy  the  naval  forces  here.  Should  it  tie  deemed  un- 
necessary' to  make  another  move  in  this  direction,  1  should  think  one  at 
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least  of  the  three  vessels  here  could  be  spared  for  service  elsewhere. 
I,  therefore,  await  your  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  DAnLOREN, 

Comdij.  Smith  AtUintic  Blockdg.  Squadron.,  IWt  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  ofih^  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Rear- Admiral  DahJ^ren,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  order  the  V.  S.  S.  Mernphlx  to  New  Vork. 

Navy  Department,  Fihruary  3,  1865. 
Sir:  Order  the  U.  S,  8.  Jfernphift  to  proceed  to  the  navy  yard.  New 
York. 

Very  reHpectfuUy,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Sec7'etary  of  the  Navy. 
Hear- Admiral  J  no.  A.  Datitxiren, 

Voiiidy.  South  Atlantic  Bhcl'dy.  Squadnm,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlyre/i^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander 
Ammen,  U.  S.  Nary,  co/nmandi/uy  U.  S.  S.  M'thlean,  to  proceed  Ut 
duty  in  Ottnahau)  Sound. 

Fi^oSHiP  Harvest  Moon, 
Ihrt  Royal,  S.  C. ,  Ffhruary  -K  lStjf>. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Mohican  to  Os.sabiiw  and  i-olievo  the 
Flag. 

Commander  Williamson  will  hand  you  his  instructions  and  give 
you  other  necessary  information. 

It  is  desimble  tliat  you  keep  as  high  uj)  as  may  be  judicious,  so  as 
to  observe  any  movements  of  the  rebels  in  the  fiig  and  Little  Ogce- 
chee. 

It  is  understood  that  our  army  has  removed  all  the  cunnon  from 
McAllister,  but  left  untouched  tne  bombproofs  and  magazines;  these 
should  be  blown  up. 

Of  liosedew,  I  have  no  very  recent  information. 
Beaulieu  Is  yet  occupied  by  our  troops. 
Station  the  vessels  on  Ossabaw  as  you  tind  proper. 
The  piles  in  the  river  should  be  removed. 
Some  rel)e!  cavalry  are  reported  to  be  at  King\s  Bridge. 
The  buoys  are  to  Imj  replaced  if  washed  away. 

Keep  me  informed  of  events  from  time  to  time  as  they  transpire  if 
impoilant,  and  take  in  a  good  supply  of  coal. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgkkn, 
Rear-Admiral,  Cmnd^.  South  Atlantic  Blochidlit<j  Squadron, 

Commander  D.  Ammen, 

O&imnanding  Mohican,  Port  Royal. 
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efierf-nnti  Rt^ir- Admiral  DahigrtfH,  U.  S.  yavy,  to  Mttjor-Gt^neral 
Shfriiniit ^  U.  S.  Ariiiy^aunouiiciugthcsettdmifofanf^rupid  f mon 
prinontff  t^i  give  information,  regarding  Cwijetienife  nJfuirM.  a 

F1.ACJBI111'  Hakvfj^t  M<>(is, 

J\frt  litrytd^  Frhruary  -J,  iSdii. 
Dear  Gknkral:  I  have  not  heard  from  you  since  the  *J7Lh  ultimo, 
Biul  8i(p|xw<'  that  l,Vou|  are  jotting; out  of  '^pon-shot"  of  this  phioc.     1 
send  you  one  of  the   Illinois  cavalry,  just  I'.scupod   from  Cliarleston, 
whoui  you  niav  like  to  see  and  hear. 

Everythinj'lM'inf^diiiwninyoui'owndii'Getion,  leaves  little  of  interest 
here.  The  ronttiw  is  at  Sister's  Kerry,  /*«/»/♦«<>■  and  S*m*niui  in  the 
North  Kdisto.  Hring  and  sroutin^. 

With  lx*st  wishejj,  most  truly,  your  frieml. 

A.   A.    IlAIIUlKKN. 

fleneral  Sukrman. 

Cmndij.  Sfiuthtni  Arm  if  of  Gifmfifi  iwd  Sonlh  Vuroliua. 


Lf:ttfifr<mi  BrigadicTGifjicritl  llaUh^  IJ.  6".  Anntj^  to  liedr-Adniital 
Dahtgren^  U.  "S.  Ntttnf^  vequtMing  tJtr  serrive^  of  a  tug  in  Bnnid 
Iliver.     , 

HixjKH.  Coast  Diviaion,  DEi-r.  or  the  South, 

Ptwotidigo^  S.  V.^  F'  hruary  S^  JStJ/i, 
AnMiRAT-:  If  you  can  spare  a  tu<(  or  two  launchi^s,  to  oruiHo  in  upper 
I^nmd  River  during  the  stay  of  this  rnnunaiul  iii'ur  here,  it  wouhl  !k^ 
of  service  to  us.  Night  before  last  three  of  our  hoats  were  stolen, 
and  1  fear  some  sranipw  iji  tlie  vieinity  of  Boyd's  Mock  or  lioe'a  Creek 
are  prepariuj^  t<.>  attempt  to  cjvptiire  ijonie  of  our  transports. 
I  aui.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  1*.  HArrii, 
liriyadier-  G&nerai^  Coimnandiiuf, 
Rear* Admiral  «J.  A.  Dahlqken, 

Comtnavding  iSoutU  Atlantic  Jili>*'k'ttdiug  Squadron. 


of  Rear-Admirnl  Dahlgrcn^  U.  S.  Nff}*y^  to  Li^'utefiant-t'oin- 
iitander  Still  well  ^  F.  S.  A^iiiy,  rowmanding  (.\  S.  S,  Otitnrvi^  to 
pf\tce<'d  to  St.  Helena  for  mirjtfme^of  CfKfperation  loitlitlte  army,  and 
protectitm  of  the  wreac  of  the  U,  S.  S.  I)ai  China. 


Flag-Steamur  Har\k.st  iMoON, 
Port  Hoytd  Ilartmr^  Fehrunry  J,  IHOh. 

Sir:  You  will  prm^ed  to  St.  Helena  with  the  Otimm^  in  order  to 
cooperate  with  the  army,  if  wanted  or  ri'<|uested  to  do  so.  It  is  desir- 
able to  prevent  tin*  rebels  from  uiakini;  use  of  any  purtion  of  the  wreck 
of  the  t)oi  i'hing  or  its  content.s,  anu  you  will  prt'vrnt  it,  if  you  can 
do  so,  without  endanj^erin^  your  own  vessel  or  those  with  you. 

As  a  preliuiinury  to  this,  or  cooperation  with  the  army,  scout  the 
river  (irst  with  Ixjats  and  remove  torjxjdoe^H  and  other  impedimentn 
and  keep  picket  boats  on  ijuard  day  and  night. 
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When  you  are  .satisfied  thnt  thei'o  is  a  necessity  for  i^oing  tip  with 
Jhc  (Htawa.  antt  that  it  <^^n  Ik*  done  jiulicioiislv.  you  willaweenil  as  far 
us  ytiur  luJiitH  have  exaniim'd.  htit  no  farther  tliaii  is  needed  to  eooper- 
atA'  or  to  f)rinfj  the  wrerk  within  distjint  ran^c  of  tlie  pivot  ^«n. 

Let  a  Ijoat  pixjcede  the  (HtmtHt  and  steam  slowly,  so  as  toT>e  certain 
of  not  grouucling. 

('Umu*  the  wreck  of  rei»el  pieketj^  hy  tiring  ^riipo. 

Have  u  kodge  over  the  sti^rn  rejidy  tt>  let  )rii  and  ii.se  it  in  winding 
the  ship. 

When  you  .'^tart,  let  it  Iw  attlu*  tirsttof  the  Hood;  the  channel  is  then 
l>e,st  defined,  and  if  you  touch,  the  ve^wrl  will  soon  lloat.  (ease  to 
iLscend  after  Ifii'  tide  is  two-thirds  tVxxl. 

If  you  hIiouM  lind  it  necessaiy  to  dismantle  the  wi-eok  any  further, 
you  can  do  so  hy  deliberate  practice  with  the  pivot  ifun:  hut  for  this 
purpos*^  it  will  not  he  neccssaiy  to  approaih  the  wreck  neaivr  than 
;i,(HMj  yards,  and  you  will  not  anjiroach  that  near  if  the  (Ma^ni  is 
thereby  exposed  to  the  tirin*^  of  tno  hattery. 

The  pilot  1  send  you  (Chuverton)  will  take  the  oath  of  allejjiance, 
and  may  l»e  rated  as  a  pilot  at  i?(>0  per  nioitth.  Kee])  a  close  eye  on 
him:  he  has  heen  in  the  rehcl  s<Mvicc,  and  it  roinuins  to  be  seen  how 
far  he  can  he  tru.stcd.  He  will,  no  doutit,  Im?  iise/ul,  as  he  sb^'h  he 
knows  the  river  and  all  the  roads  leadingf  to  it. 

The  pilot  wlio  was  in  the  ffn/  Chauj  can  not  be  depend«i  on,  Ebi  his 
alarm  under  (ire  was  the  cause  of  the  vessel's  i^muiidin^. 

It  is  not  ncce,s.sary  to  remain  all  the  time  in  the  (.loruhahoe.  but  only 
to  keep  it  under  observation. 

Ixok  out  for  your  IiOArdin^'  nets,  and  keep  llie  turprdi)  frridcr.s 
rijr^red  out. 

If  you  shouhl  b^ave  thei-e,  these  orders  are  to  be  transferit^  to  the 
senior  officer  who  amy  remain. 

KeiM)rt  to  me  events  of  interest,  and  use  the  Stfttiv  to  .support  you 
if  no  other  ve-ssel  jtuns  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant. 

J.  A.  Dahlorkn. 
Rt^r- Admintf ^  Coindg.  StrnfJi  Atfunt/c  IHmkuitihuf  Stpiodrtm. 

Ijieutennnt- Commander  Jamks  STtu-WEi.!,, 
itpuintaiidiinj  U,  S,  S.  OtUiuKt. 

fOnler  of  like  tenor,  dated  February  4,  IS(55,  to  Lieutenant-Com- 
niandiM"  W.  H.  Dana,  I'.  S.  Navy,  conmiandin^  V.  S.  S.   Winona,] 
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StjH/Ft  of  Cdptain  Hid^fliJ^  U.  S.  Nmry^  remrding  the  httrning  of  a 
(/rounded  /Jtxiftd^  runn-^r  near  Breach  InUL 


U.   S.  S.  SllKNAMX)AH, 

Of  Churl t-Mrm,  Ftfo^'uny  4,  1S65. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daylight  this  morning  a 
blockade  runner  wiw  distovered  by  the  W<Ufu<Htt<i  and  IhiomSca^ 
.st*iti4med  at  the  imith,  aground  a  .sliort  distance  to  the  eastward  of 
Breach  Inlet.  They  stood  toward  the  l)lo<'kade  runner,  when  she  was 
abandoned  and  set  on  fire,  and  made  quite  a  conflaymtion  until  late  in 
the  day.     At  11  a.  in.  the  crew  attenipttJ  to  return  in  the  l»oats,  and 
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were  shelled  awa;*  hy  the  Potomshi  and  \V»nnHfiit»i.  Tho  ))lr>cka(lo 
runnt^r  is  u  ruiupleto  wivck  and  huriu'il  out  iuside,  the  bull  boiijif  irou. 
She  liee*  in  ttl>out  (i  or  7  foet  of  waU'r. 

I  am,  very  respoctfully,  yi*ur  olxKliont  servant, 

Panel.  B.  KiiHiKiiY. 
Captain,  arid  ^Sf^iutr  Oj/i4:cr  Outftit/*;  BitM^kndt^. 

Rear-Admiral  •!.  A.  Dahlorgn, 

Commanding  SmUh  Athtntw  Sipmdrtm. 


Re'ihtri  of  Acting  MnMer  Kraerson^  U.  S.  Namj^  retjardimf  ftrntiw^Msfid 
e^peiiitifJH  for  ifte  capture  of^iufrrillaa  at  White  Bluff. 

U.   S.  8«mOONER   G.   W.   KODGKKS, 

Little  Ogeechte  Ri)t-/\  Otargio^  Fthrintnj  .J,  ISGJf. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  evenings  '*t  about  8  o'clock, 
this  vessel  wuk  hailed  from  the  shore  (elose  by  Rosedew  battery)  by 
A  man  whone  name  is  Wall  (a  eiti/en),  who  requested  mo  to  ."^end  on 
shore  an  armed  force  to  cuptiire  a  jMirty  of  4  guerrillas,  whom  he  said 
were  committing  depredations  of  nearly  every  de?*cription  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  Whitt*  Bluff  (5  miles  from  here).  After  siitisfyjnff 
myself  of  the  truth  of  bis  statements,  I  sent  8  men  from  this  vessel 
and  ti  men  from  the  Xinfofk  PurkH^  in  rharj^e  of  Aitinir  Mijster's 
Mate  Adelbnrt  Truesdale.  witb  orders  to  rapture  them,  if  |x»ssihle,  and 
if  they  refused  to  be  taken  and  showed  any  H^bt,  to  shoot  them.  Hut 
when  our  party  arrlvi-d  at  tlie  sn-rie  of  their  exploits  this  i-aM-als  luid 
left.  Therefore  nur  party  letutned  to  their  vessels. 
Very  re»[>ei'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   (t.    KMKKaiN, 

Atrtiiuj  Maattf^  C'*tutnaiiatiuj. 

Rear-Admiiiil  John  A.  DAin»RE>% 

Orminamlhig  Stntth  Atimdie  UhM^-kmliug  Sijuartlnm. 


Ordrr  of  (he  StxTetttrt/  tft/u-  ^aru  ft*  Lieitt^naid- Cotn  luundrr  Miirritt^ 
U.  S.  -Vteo}/^  fiumiiandiiuj  U.  S>  S.  Chenamjo. 

Navy  Depautment,  Ffh'wtry  4,  1SG5. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Ownangti  oft"  Charleston,  S.  C,  and 
report  to  Kcar- Admiral  .1.  A.  Dahlgrou  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
S«piadron, 

Very  resiXH-tfuIly.  etc., 

GruEON  Welles. 

Sec$*eiary  of  the  ^<inj, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Cttmnmmiiiiy  U,  S*  iS,  0/tt'iuin//(u  Sew  Yftrk, 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Bennett^  U.  S.  Nmry,,  requeuing  in^trtictlons 
regarding  perjniU  topartiet*  engaged  in  wtton  traffic. 

IT.  S.  Bark  Braziliera, 
St.  Andreio^H  Sounds  Georgia^  FSriiary  4,  1865. 
Sir:  There  are  now  certain  parties  at  Fernandina,  Fla.,  who  pro- 
pOHC  to  come  by  the  inside  passage  froiu  Fernandina  to  St.  Andrew's, 
thence  to  St.  Simon's,  and  from  there  up  Turtle  River  to  Cabbage 
Bhiff,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  cotton. 

They  hffl'e  permits  signed  by  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  bring  this  cotton  out  at  any  open  port,  but  in  no  case  is 
there  to  be  a  viomtion  of  any  blockade  line.  Tney  wish  to  take  their 
steamers  to  Cabbage  Bluff  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  their  object. 

Shall  I  permit  her  to  pass  through  this  sound  on lier  way  to  that 
place? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

y  H.  Bennett, 
Acting  Kn»lgny  Cominandlng  (per  interim). 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Couimanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Rept>rt  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  rem  omd  of 
ohatrtwtionH  in  waters  adjacent  to  Savannah. 

No.  57.]  Flagship. 

At  Sea,  Felwm:ry  5,  1S65. 
Sir:  The  Department  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  report  (D)  of 
the  squadron  divers  that  they  are  actively  engaged  in  recovering  arti- 
cles sunk  by  the  rebels  who  evacuated  Savannah. 

The  hull  of  one  torpedo  l>oat  has  been  taken  to  Port  Royal,  and  if 
the  machinery  can  be  gotten  it  may  be  possible  to  turn  it  to  some 
account,  but  this  must  be  a  work  of  some  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectful!}*,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral^  Conidg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Nat'y^  regardinq  the  un^uccesHful 
attack  and  chase  of  a  blockade  runner  off  Vhai'leston. 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 
Off'  Charleston,  February  6",  ISGo. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  blockade  runner  attempted 
to  run  into  Charleston  this  morning  at  3  o'clock.     The   Wamsutta  gSiVQ 
him  her  broadside  at  a  distance  of  50  yards  and  heard  the  shot  strike 
agamst  his  sides. 

The  Polonuika  gave  him  twelve  guns,  and  the  commanding  officer  is 
sure  that  be  struck  him  more  than  once. 
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He  turned  around  and  ran  out  lo  sen,  when  he   ujih  lont  in  the 
darkne-ts. 

At  das  liifht  t!ie  Wan^/o  saw  him  ollshore  and  chas«*d  liim  to  tho  ;wuth- 
ward  and  eastward  unsucccH-sfully. 

I  am,  very  rpsijectfully,  your  obedient  s(»rviirit, 

DaNI,.    H.    lillMtKLY, 

Oipttiiti  atuf  &va/«/'  OJU^vr  Ont«Uh  BUn^adt. 
ir-Admiml  J.  A.  DAm.citr.N, 


Heport  of  liffiT-Adwiraf  Ihihltjrfn^  ('.  S.  N(it*y,Tfgar<Ung  opeisitiom 
^  of  hiu  ctimmnmi  in  viHtju-^ttitum  tr'tth  Sfiet*tnmi'«  army.  ^ 


No. 


II 


K8T  Moon, 
P(fi't  limjitl,  S.  ( '. .  Frhriiary  6",  1865. 

Sir:  My  di.spnt*  Ih*s  of  tho  24th  and  3Ist  [ultimo]  conveyed  the  most 
nHH»nt  intidlij^cncc  to  lh<»so  diitrs  in  relation  to  iitTuirs  lioro. 

I  have  just  T'ctnrncd  t'rotn  visitinj^  North  Kdist4>  and  Stono.  whore 
the  |(un(Kmt.s  have  been  Ijuhj'  M'ith  Huch  denionstintions  ils  their  fori« 
acimittt'il  of. 

The  hitest  intelliirenco  which  I  have  of  (ieiierul  Slicrtnan's  army  is 
to  the  yd^  sUitiiijf  Hint  Uencrul  Blair  luiil  i-airird,  with  iMi.se,  Kivers' 
Bridjfc.  on  the  Comtwdn'O.  and  thu-*  isecunMl  a  cn>s.sin^,  the  headquar- 
ters Iwinif  at  a  store  about  10  mile-*  jsoutliwes^t  of  tlie  )»ndf>;e. 

The  left  winjr  had  not  eul  loose  from  the  Savannah,  whieh  was  to 
be  erossed  at  !>ist4>i**8  Ferry,  but  itti  advance  wad  at  Kobertsville,  some 
8  or  9  miles  farther. 

Meanwhile  (ieneral  Hatch,  of  General  Foster's  command,  was  to 
cros;*  the  Comlmhee  at  the  ferry,  S  or  10  miles  south  of  tht;  railroad, 
operatintf  as  far  us  he  was  able. 

I  ilispatched  tlie  (Hfatm  and  Whiona  (repairs  jiiat  completed)  into 
the  St.  Heleiai  Sound,  to  take  the  place  of  the  Dal  Chmtj  in  such 
coopemtion  as  their  force  was  eipial  to. 

At  Georgetown  the  Mimjot  and  Nipsie  are  inside  the  barlH)r,  and 
find  no  new  works  on  North  or  South  islands,  as  was  renorted. 

The  battery  higher  up  is.  however,  maintained  by  tne  rebels,  and 
their  gunlwat  is  said  to  l»e  readv  ttM-ome  down  the  Pedee,  carrying 
tw(»  rirted  JW-nounderH  ami  one  \\''hitworth. 

On  the  30tli  a  body  of  our  troops  landed  at  White  Point  (North 
Kdisto)  under  cover  of  the  tire  of  the  /^iwitrr  and  Stutaimi^  marched 
some  4  nnles,  came  on  two  batteries,  but  were  not  in  sutiicieiit  force 
to  assault  and  reinibarked.  the  chief  objiM't  being  to  dfuionstrate. 

Yesterday  the  Piin'u*'<>  and  Stmtmut  pushed  up  the  Wadmelaw  and 
shelled  some  light  batteries  vijrorously. 

They  landeil  To  or  SO  men.  wlio  went  within  4<W  yards,  but  were 
not  in  sutH<Ment  force  to  venture  on  an  attack. 

Meeting  General  Foster's  steamer  at  sea  on  his  way  up  from  Port 
Koyal,  1  nail  a  conference  with  him.  and  agreed  generally  on  the 
movements  which  General  Sherman  asked  to  have  executed. 

Attempts  to  violate  the  blockade  continue,  but  not  alwavs  with  suc- 
cess. On  the  night  of  the  3d  a  steamer  i-an  asliore  near  breach  Inlet 
and  wa.s  fired  bv  her  own  crew. 
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1  eiicloKO  a  coinnmnuiution  from  the  officer  hlorkadinjj  at  Dol)oy, 
which  rouvoys  mnvs  hy  iki  iiu'ati.s  iiiiprohufil*',  I  wi.sli  iimcli  it  were 
in  my  jwwer  to  fuend  soiiw^  Itght-draft  hteaniern  to  a^Hii^t  thia  ineliDa- 
tion,  but  they  are  employed. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfully.  y<>ur  olK>dient  i*ervant, 

J.  A.  Daiilrken, 
Jiear-Admhxilj  Vtrntdg,  South  AUtintic  Bli>ckading  6*tfuadron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wkllks, 

St'iTfftrri/  of  the  Navy. 

[Enolonire.] 

IT.  S.  Ship  Saratoga, 
Dohnj  Sou/id^  Ff^fi'u^jri/  S,,  1865. 

AoinRAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Mr,  Theodore  P. 
Pcttse.  residing  at  Thieket,  near  Darien,  .stated  to  the  officer  of  the 
boat  which  1  sent  up  there  to-day  that  a  ruioii  meeting  wa^  held  near 
thu*  pliire  yesterday  and  adjourned  to  iiieetay;ain  at  Blackshear  to-day, 
when  di'Ieji^ate.s  from  ditfercnt  counties  wore  to  k*  appointed  to  confer 
with  (ienend  Sherman. 

Mr.  Pea.se  also  Ktated  that  the  rebel  General  Wheeler  waa  at  the 
Ogt^echee  with  his  for<'c,  en  route  for  Sjivannnli.  but  unalile  to  i-ross 

I  in  consequence  of  the  liridge  having  been  carried  nwa}'  b)'  the  high 
water. 
These  delegatcH  will,  therefore,  probably  apply  to  l)e  forwarded  to 
tieneral  Shrnnan  by  sea. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edoak  Brodiiead, 
Aci<j.  TW.  LieuUnmit-Voiii7ftand4-r,Cmn7tnmdtng  SaraUxja, 
Adndi-al  .1.  A.  DAiii/iiiEN,  U.  S.  Navy, 
ComDumdinf/  S'/ut/t  Atlantn'  Fh'eU  tU\ 


Cipher  htter  fr'm  M(ivv-0**n*i'id  Shenium,  (/,  S.  Army,  fo  Rettr- 
Aduihtd  fMh/^rf"Hi  U.  »S'.  A"a/.»y,  nyttrdi/u/  jmnHthh'  rkamfc  in  j^an 

fift'aiUJHfi^JH, 

llKAOgUAKTKKS    ArMV    IN    TilK    FlKl.l), 

lAur/yn^  Ff^t/'Uiinj  7,  1865. 

Admiral  Daiilgren:  We  are  on  the  rnilroad  at  Midway.  [S.  C], 
and  wiIM)re!ik  S(i  miles  from  Kdisto  toward  Augusta  and  then  cross 
toward  (\»liunbm.  Wcatlier  is  bad  and  country  full  of  water.  This 
niu.se  mav  force  me  to  turn  atrtiinst  Charleston.  1  have  ordered  Fost^'r 
to  move  llat<h  uo  to  the  Kdisto  about  .lacksonhtoro  and  WilUtown; 
also  to  makp  the  lodgment  about  Buir.s  liay. 

Watch  ('harleston  <lo[*ely.  I  think  .letf  DavLs  will  direct  it  to  be 
abandoned,  lest  he  lose  it.s  garrison  as  wcIJ  as  guns. 

Wc  are  all  well,  and  the  enemy  rctre«t.s  before  us. 

Send  word  to  New  Heme  that  you  have  heard  from  me.  and  the 
pntl»ahilitie.s  are  that  high  waters  mav  force  me  to  tlic  »'oast  befure  1 
rea**h  North  C-arolina,  but  to  keep  Wilmington  busy. 
Yours, 

W.  T.  Shkrman, 
Major- O en ffid^  (L  S,  Army^  Vomvuindivg, 
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lif^^yTt  of  Rear- Admiral    Dahhf^ren^    (L   8,  Narn^^  requesting  i-o  be 
lmf/rt\  (K  S.  Anmj^  fo  duly  at  Pi*H  Rotjal. 


r*'li/rticfl  fnrm    ///j*    im^itent  comnuttid  in   fO-tte  of  t/w  *tfiitif/7tmffjU  t>f 
Miijtn*- (ifuenil  (rilfm 


Flagship  IIakvkst  M<x)n, 

I'tfff  Jioyitl^  Ft:ftniitrij  7.  JSGo. 
Sik:  J  \w.\r  U^avo  to  iiiforni  tlic  l)c|>aituu'iit  thiil  Miijor-Oeiioral  (ril!- 
nior»  arrivwi  hero  yp*'*t«'r(liiy,  am!  it  ih  nmioivd  t«>  tiiko  t'oiniiiiimi  t»f 
the  military  forces  here. 

1  have  no  olHcial  infoniiHtion  of  the  fact,  as  Geaeral  Foster  ih fthsent; 
hut  if*it  iH  HO,  umv  I  nsk  thu  DriMuinitTit  to  be  so  good  as  to  relieve 
mo  in  the  <-oniniiiiH'l  of  this  siiuniiron^ 

1  frrl  iissurcd  tliat  tlu'  n*'|Hit'l:riirnf  will  iviulily  ronrcMV*'  the  iviisons 
which  leail  nu*  to  thin  re<ju*'H|  niitl  (hat  its  knowUnl^p  of  jmst  tmiinnc- 
tioii8  will  justify  iiic  with  the  I)(>|)artini-iit  in  tnaklii^r  it. 

I  havetlio  honor  Ui  bt;,  with  much  re.spL'ct,3*ourolH'di(>nt  si^rvant, 

J.  A.  1>a)Iu;kkk, 
Jiear-Adviiral^  Vtmimandlng^  et^y, 
Hon,  iiiDEoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  fhr.  JVavy, 


Lf:iU'r  from  Alajtfr-dt'tund  I^mter^  ('.  S.  An/iy^  fn  Reut'-Adtmral 
Dfi/Jf/ren^  f^.  X.  Nm^y,  announcituj  Jun  frmjMnuiry  trif/tdntind  ftitm 
command  tif  Pt/rt  Royals  S.  C. 

HBAHgUAUTEWS    OePARTMF.NT   OK   TIIK   SoUTH, 

lldtuh  Ilntd.  S.  C.  Fih,',utry  •'<,  ISGS. 
Admie^vl:  1  \iii\i'  ihr  honor  to  inform  yon  that  1  hiivo  roceived  a 
leave  of  uhsenee  from  tht^  Wur  Di'piirtment,  nw\  IhiiL  Mujor-(Tenenil 
Q.  A.Gillmore,U.  S.  Voiuutccis,  husarrived  Ihti'  fnim  the  >'orth,  witli 
instructions  t(J  relieve  me  temporurily  of  the  command  of  this  depart- 
ment, in  consequeiiee  of  which  I  regret  to  stat*^  that  1  shall  tiot  be  al»le 
to  meet  you  af^cordinjr  t(t  iippiHutmeut  during  tlio  demonstration. 

I  am  re<]in\sted  by  Major-Gcneral  Oillniore  to  say  that  he  will  do 
himsf'lf  the  honor  of  miiking'  you  an  othcial  visit  as  soon  after  assum- 
ing command  iis  he  i^ossihl^^  can.     If  you  are  not  in  this  harbor  at  the 
time,  he  will  fnllnw  y<iu  to  Charleston  Harbor. 
Very  res|H^rt fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  (i.  Foster, 
MajoT'  Oeit^rai,  Com  ma  tiding, 

Reai'-Admiral  John  A.  I>ahu)UEN, 

Comiiutnding  South  AtUintic  Blorl'ading  Squadron. 

[Bndonwmuni,] 

Delivered  to  me  b^-  Ensifrn  Neil,  temporarily  attached  to  anny  duty. 
Stono,  February  11,  18ii5,  lU  a.  m. 

J.  A.  Oaiiloren, 

Riar-Adm  iral. 
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Report  of  Lieut^tmnt-  Commander  Luce^  U.  S.  Nmjy^  regardhi^  pro- 
tectio7i  afforded  to  troops  crostrwg  the.  Siwannah  Rher  at  Winter's 
Ferry. 

U.   S.   S.   PONTIAC, 

Off  Savanufih.,  /A/.,  Felnnutry  9^  1806. 
Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  infonn  you  that,  ajfrceuble  to  (Jencral 
Davis's  directions,  a  copy  of  whuh  is  enclosed  (marked  '"A"),  I  dropped 
down  to  Sister's  Kerry  on  the  eveniiijj  of  the  7th  instant  and  occupied 
a  position  to  command  the  heights  on  the  Georgia  side  with  our  guns. 
By  10  p.  m.  the  last  of  the  rear  division,  the  regiment  on  picket  duty, 
was  withdrawn  without  molestation  from  the  enemy  and  placed*on  the 
South  Carolina  side. 

Remainetl  in  pasition  until  daylight  the  following  morning  (the  8th) 
to  ascertain  if  any  stragglers  had  been  left  behind,  when,  finding  none, 
started  down  the  river,  preceded  by  two  army  transports.  Arrived 
here  at  8  p.  m.  and  called  on  General  Grover,  who,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  stated  that  just  at  this  time  he  considered  it  necessary 
that  a  naval  vessel  should  l>e  in  this  river  above  the  town.  Thinking 
I  would  only  be  anticipating  your  wishe.s,  I  consented  to  remain,  and 
will  occupy  a  position  2  or  8  miles  above  the  town,  and  there  await 
your  further  instructions. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  General  Grover's  letter  (marked  '*B")  received 
this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  sei*vant, 

*      S.  B.  Luce, 
LUutenant-  CommandiT. 
Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Coirvmandvng  South  Athmtiv  BUtchidhig  Squadr<m, 

[Enclosures.] 

Heai>quarter8  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Siittf'r''n  Feny^  February  7,  1865—12  m. 
Captain:  All  the  transports  will,  by  this  afternoon  or  evening,  be 
unloaded  and  ordered  to  return  to  Savannah.  General  Morgan,  com- 
manding the  rear  division,  has  been  ordered  to  withdraw  his  pickets  on 
the  Georgia  shore  of  the  [Savannah]  river  as  soon  as  the  tranaportj? 
have  passed  the  lower  landing.  The  general  commanding  requests 
that  you  assist  and  cover  the  crossing  of  these  troops. 

The  general  commanding  takes  this  opportunity  to  express  to  you 
and  your  officers  his  thanks  for  your  efficient  cooperation  during  our 
sta)*  and  movement*i  at  this  i>oint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  vcr^*  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  etc., 

A.  (;.  MrCLUKO, 
Amt.  Adjt.  (ji-n.,  Lieuteiumt-Cohmri^  and  Chiifof  Sf<iff. 

Captain  S.  \\.  Luce, 

Ootndy.  St-eamcr  Pontiuc,  South  AtUwtic  BhH:hidi)ig  S<fundr<m. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
District  of  Savannah,  Fd>rufiry  .9,  1865. 
Sir:  Understanding  that  vou  have  in  view  leaving  this  station,  I 
would  respectfully  request  that,  if  it  be  consistent  with  your  instruc- 
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tioDS.  you  would  remain  here  until  f*ut*h  time  as  you  chu  he  relieved 
bv  some  other  naval  ves.sel,  ns  I  considfr  it  quite  net-ftiwary  that  there 
sftOuM  he  at  IpjlsI  one  jrun^Hiat  here  at  all  tiuie.M. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully.  3'our  olwdient  servant, 

C.  Gkover, 
Maji)r-Om*rtd^  Com'inandmg, 

Lieuteimut-('ommander  S.  B,  Luce. 

Vommandliuj  GuuhHit  Ptmiutc, 


RejHfH  of  LUitt*^iOut-Comunin<1er  StlUtPei^^  f\  S.  N^avy^  tranmnitttng 
re/M/rt^  r^^ardtnt/  a  reconnoi^nfitive  in  Vonihahee  Rli^**r, 

U.  S.  S.  Ottawa, 
Comhnhee  Rvv^i\  Smith  CanMna^  Ft^rumy  9,  1865. 

Sik:  In  ())MHlienro  to  your  order  of  tht*  3d  inshint,  I  had  this  river 
dra«^{jre<l  on  th«  "th,  and  .started  np,  with  the  Whwno  in  company, 
ye^teixlav;  at  ll:3i>  a.  rn.  anchored  uml  sent  twc»  fK)ats  to  the  old  bat- 
tery on  t'ield's  Point.  At  2  p.  ni.  jfot  underway,  tiiiu^  oceasionally 
into  the  Imnks;  'M?A)  p.  in.  anchon'd  within  2'H)yartlsof  th»>  Dtvi  Vkin^i 
sent  l>oats  and  found  ^he  had  been  Inirned  to  the  water";*  edge,  tue 
rebels  having  been  at  work  on  her,  hut  with  little  huitl'ss^  judj^in^  from 
what  thev  workod  with.  I  nent  (wo  boat.-*  last  nij^htin  (rhar^'eof  Acting 
Mawter  William  H.  Winslow.  the  exiM-utivt!  othcfr  of  this  ves.si*!,  and 
Acting  Master  K,  II.  Shrfhotd.  the  exrrutive  otKcer  of  tho  Whumu,, 
who  landt^d  a  short  disttmce  b(dow  the  battery  and  went  back  4  miles, 
and  were  fortunate  to  pifk  up  two  I'nion  prisoners,  wlmtn  I  send  to 
you  by  the  ('firfiff/r"H.  These  two  otiieers  rqM)rt  that  it  would  be 
entirely  unsafe  for  f<uch  \x  ves-^el  as  thin  to  ^o  any  farther  up  the  river, 
as  between  this  place  and  the  battery  the  nvi'r  is  not  much  wider  than 
the  length  of  thin  vessel;  whcn^  1  am  now  at  anchor  it  is  one  and  a 
half  times  the  ship's  length. 

Mr.  Winslow  repoils  they  saw  about  40  cavalry  last  night  and  tired 
at  them  alwut  twenty  minutes;  why  the  rebels  did  not  return  the  Hro 
I  am  unal)le  to  state. 

Wo  ojin  see  the  trfx>ps  in  the  l>attery  this  morning,  but  I  have  no  way 
of  judging  their  number. 

I  also  sent  a  scout  from  the.  W/nojifi  last  night  d*nvn  to  Fiold's  Point; 
he  n'|)orts  the  two  roads  leatling  from  thr  |Kiint  in  go<xl  nrdi'r,  Imt  did 
not  see  anyone. 

I  will  send  Mr.  Winslsow's  ivp<irt  to  me  by  the  next  mail. 

In  my  opinion,  we  bave  done  all  that  can  l>e  accomplishtHl  for  tbo 
pi-est'nt. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  tost^te  that  alt  the  otKeers  and  mon  have 
pcrfonupd  their  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaotiun. 

Pilot  Chuvertou  1  send  by  the  Cfimaiiim^  he  Iwing  still  very  sick. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jamka  Stiij.well, 
LieuUjiuiiif-Cnmfnand'er  and  Senior  Officer  l^esent, 

K«ar-Admiral  John  A.  Daihjoren, 

C*y film  and  hty  South  Af/untw  Bltfckadtng  Squadron, 
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[Ericloffiitn.] 

U.  8.  S.  Ottawa, 
St.  Ht-lrna  Soutnh  yt'hntory  IK  -/'WJ. 

Sir:  A«-cordi!ij^  to  orclors,  tlie  Wi/iotur's  >Kwt,  with  Acting  Master 
Shettifld  and  uivnelf  iind  the  pilot,  hi  our  lirMt  cutter,  wrll  armed  and 
tuauiioil,  prociMMiwl  piLst  th«  wreck  nf  the  /A//  CMntj  up  the  (!t)iii)uihe<^. 
My  h<nit  hcun^j  uheaa,  I  discovered  u  rebel  picket  boat,  lus  ]  thought, 
and  iipproachintr  i-aroiuUv  with  rilles  in  hand,  took  two  escaped  Union 
pnHorKT.s  from  a  slijjfit  raft,  which  they  were  paddlinj^  down.  We 
then  laiidcij  IhOow  Tnv  hhill,  and  leaving;  a  lioat  ji^uard,  siouted  ah>n^ 
the  lii^h  Imnk  about  '2  miles,  diseoverinjj  fresh  horse  tnul.s  and  ffH>t- 
prints,  a  hij^^h-waler  hatt*'ry  witli  :i  oasi-mates.  a  IrtHuKproof  and  ncntinel 
-•*hietd.  tliL're  bcinjr  no  ^^uti.s  niuuuled.  We  i>roccedcd  back  b\'  a  main 
roadlituilcH  toanefjro  setth^nent  and  coiumuTiicati'd  with  tliree  nej^roes. 
They  said  iJo  i-avalrv  mn  from  our  tin*  uj)on  tin'  bbiH"  and  passed  at 
noon,  goiijif  to  Chiselviilo  [Chi.^oini],  lo  miles  lnu-U,  to  retui-n  in  a  day 
or  two.  'rhat  the  fort  nl>ove  wa^  ntill  aniied  and  manned,  thoui^h  the 
nrincipal  force  had  left.  We  relurned  to  I  he  river  bank,  antithero 
heinp  no  road  to  the  /hi!  ('hin/j  fort  without  j^oini;  h  tnik^s  int4i  the 
interior,  we  embarked  and  jiulled  cautiously  by  tlie  lilutf.  After  get- 
ting near  tlie  old  mill,  the  MH-ond  picket  station,  and  about  '1  niiles  by 
water  from  the  garris<Mied  furl,  we  heard  scverul  ealKs  on  the  bank, 
and  a)  tlie  same  time  saw  men  ujxin  shore  moving  in  the  shadows  iu 
skirnii.sfi  lino. 

We  found  the  enemy  were  alert,  and  turning  around  floated  and 
pulled  nipidty  down  tin*  tide,  discharging  our  ritlcs  as  fast  its  iK)ssiblc, 
driving  (he  scouts  Iwu'k. 

The  river  here  was  IW  yards  wide,  with  the  phice  abreast  of  the 
bluff  about  <»0.  Ah  we  ])assed  we  distinctly  saw  a  stiuad  of  about  ^0 
<iivalry  dniwn  up  under  the  trees,  and  we  tired  two  or  three  vidlevs  at 
them  as  they  turned  and  rode  away.  Two  of  the  rebels  were  either 
killed  *»r  severely  wouiuled.  a-*  they  gave  painful  yells  after  we  fired, 
and  one  other  went  otl  of  his  horse  and  down,  without  a  sound.  We 
were  soon  l)elow.  outof  danger,  and  returned  ulKaird  at  3  o*<loek  a.  m. 
A  singular  part  of  the  affair  is  that  they  did  not  fire  at  us.  We  sup- 
pose wo  drove  in  a  .small  picket  when  wo  first  landed,  which  went  for 
reinforcen»onLs  and  i*eturned  too  late  to  cut  us  oil,  and  that  they  did 
not  fire  bei-uuse  they  fearexl  some  ttthor  foivc  wils  near,  or  else  hoped 
we  might  land  again,  so  they  could  gt^t  us  at  a  disadvantage. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W\  H.  WiNSLOW, 

Acting  JUantcr  mid  Kiiwcutive  OJurtT. 

r/ieut<MiaDt-('ommander  J.  Stii.kwkli^ 

i^mmandlmj  C,  S,  S,  Oltutm. 


V.  S.  S.  Winona, 
Omihti/h-fi  Jiwfi\  South  Carttllim^  J^y^tuary  .9,  18G5. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  re|>or(  that,  in  olM»dieneo  to  vour  orders,  1 
left  this  ship  last  night  at  .S  p.  ni.  in  eomnany  with  Acting  Miisler 
Winslow,  of  the  \J.  S.  S.  Ottutm,  with  two  boats'  ei-ows,  on  a  rceon- 
noitering  expedition  up  the  Comlmhee  Uiver.  W>  proceeded  aiu- 
tiously  up  the  river  alx)ut  one-half  mile,  when  we  di.Ht'overed  two  men 
on  a  raft,  wlut  proved  to  be  escajwd  I'nion  prisonern,  one  l>eIonginij  to 
the  Fourth  Mossachu^tts  and  the  other  to  the  Fourth  New  Hamijshire 


Regiment.  They  informed  me  they  had  >>pon  tjiken  cure  of  for  »  num- 
ber of  days  liy  negTiWH  who  livo  ahoiit  a  mile  from  where  we  then 
were.  After  a  consultation  with  Mr.  Winwlow,  I  determined  to  march 
out  and  see  what  infornmtioti  I  ctvuld  gain  from  them.  We  landed  a 
short  di.stjincc  helow  what  ismlltxl  Tar  Bluff,  hiuI  soon  stnu-k  the  main 
road,  when  I  diweovered  ffMiljjrintrt  ^)f  lM)th  horses  and  men.  hut  l>eintj 
&ati.siied  that  there  were  not  over  three  of  them  and  knowinjf  that  our 
force  was  aide  to  coiiti'nd  with  a  much  larj^fr  iiarty,  I  c*)ntinued  to 
advance,  and  arrived  at  their  huts  at  1*2  o'ehM-k.  the  distance  heing, 
instead  of  1  not  U'ss  thiui  3  milcH.  They  seemed  to  ixi  very  friendly, 
and  informed  us  ttiat  hIkmU  3U  cavalry  had  left  there  that  day  and  gouo 
hack  15  luilcM.  I  awked  if  they  had  also  h> ft  the  fort,  hut  could  not 
get  any  satisfa<'tory  information.  Our  nilot  n»)l  seeuiing  to  know  the 
roadt*  U*  the  foil,  I  thoujflit  it  advi^ahfe  to  ix'^turn  to  our  hwits  and 
rtdvance  up  hy  water.  Hein^  .natistied  lM»th  from  the  tewtiniony  of  the 
nejrroeH  and  from  a  lareftd  ri*( utinoi>*san4:e  that  there  wa.s  no  one  U> 
molest  us  at  Tar  HlutT.  we  pulled  up  slowly.  keeiJin^  the  left  Imnk  of 
the  river  ahoanl,  and  wiicn  within  1^  miles  of  the  fort  Mr.  Winslow 
ttfid  niy.self  thought  wc  c*>uld  see  men  ahout  'A)  yards  from  us  on  the 
WutT  watchinj;;  uh.  hut  were  not  certain  until  we  j^aw  two  of  them  run 
iH^himl  the  trees.  I  was  then  satisfied  we  had  heen  discovered,  and 
expected  we  would  have  to  tiL'ht  our  way  biuk.  I  cautioned  the  men 
to  take  g<Mid  aim  atul  tire  rapidly,  lettini,'  their  .shi)ts  g-o  just  ahovo  the 
hluff.  Both  hoats  immediately  i-ommcnced  tiring,  and  I  have  every 
reiLson  to  think  imr  slmts  t<M)k  elle<'t,  as  we  heard  sereums  snch  as  men 
would  jfive  wlien  ha<lly  wounded;  we  then  pulled  rapidly  down  the 
river.  Wherv  abreast  of  the  last  openinu;  of  tlie  woods  1  saw  uioiuitt>d 
men  drawn  up  under  tlie  trees,  apinirently  ready  to  i^ive  us  a  volley  to 
stop  our  proy^ress  down  the  river,  hut  our  tii-*^  was  so  rapid  that  they 
soug^htcover  amonj^  the  trees.  This  1>eint^  (he  termination  of  the  fiard 
ijround.  and  knowJnf,^  thev  could  molest  us  no  further,  we  ceaM-d  firing 
and  pidled  toward  tlie  sfiips.  arriving  alone-side  the  Offtnra  at  o  a.  m., 
delivering  to  Lieutenant-C'onuiiandi'r  Stilfwell  the  escaped  prisoners 
we  had  in  our  possession.  I  would  state  tliat  they  infomiea  me  that 
the  negroes  say  that  the  ofli**ers  and  boat's  crew  of  the  Dai  Vhtmj  were 
captured  and  not  killed,  aa  was  supposed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Her\ant, 

E.  H.  SUEFFIELIt, 

Acting  Masttpr* 
W.  H.  Dana, 

Lieutenant'  Commander. 


£n^agement  with   CmifederaU,  hatterien  on  Togttdo  Creek^  February  5, 

I860. 

Baport  of  Commander  Baldi.  H.  B.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  B.  B.  Pawnee. 

L'.  iS.  S.  Pawxee, 
North  Edisto  Biver^  South  CaroHjta,  l^^riiary  9,  1866. 
Adsiiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an 
engiigement  with  three  of  the  enemy's   batteries  to-day  on  Togodo 
Creek: 

At  9  ft.  m.  1  dispatched  the  DnffodU.  with  boats  from  this  ship  and 
the  Sfnioiua^  to  drag  for  toi-pedoea,  and,  finding  by  signal  from  the 
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Daffodil  that  the  chiinnnl  whm  clear.  I  eot  underway,  f<)liuw»^<l  by  thi* 
Sotu/mn^  and  anchoit'd  in  Togodo  Creek,  runiiing  a  hawjscr  to  a  tree 
for  u  sprinj/. 

At  i*;50  we  opened  tire  on  the  rebel  troops,  followw!  hy  the  Sotvrtna: 
the  rebeLn  did  not  reply,  and  at  12:34)  p.  m.  we  ceased  tiring,  both 
vpHSfdH  l)y  this  time  having  tjikon  the  ground. 

At  2:40  p.  111.  opened  on  the  enemy,  our  tire  iKMujf  replied  to  from 
one  battery  of  six  pieces,  one  of  four,  and  one  of  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, the  enemy  iiMng  shot  and  hhell  very  freely,  and  hiiving  a  cross 
fire  on  the  ve.sHcLs.  As  the  tide  came  in  we  were  enabled  to  sprinff 
this  ship  round  so  as  to  brin^r  our  broadside  j^uns  to  l)ear,  and  by  a  rapid 
tire  of  shell  and  shrapnel,  well  directed,  we  had  at  4  p.  m.  completely 
silenced  the  Iwtteries.  and  not  a  rebel  was  to  J>e  seen.  The  Sonoma 
delivered  her  fire  in  a  very  etFective  manner.  The  rel>e!  ))atteries, 
connected  by  ritle  pitj*,  were  at  distan<cs  varyinjr  from  l.OtH)  to  2,<HK) 
yards. 

The  /*//?/»/»/>■  was  stnick  ten  times,  tho  Sofwiita  and  DtifftHit'l  twice, 
respectively;  nol>ody  hurt  on  either  vessel.  A  shot  struck  on  the 
deck  of  the  Patt'tur^  passing  ihrouj^h  an  arms  thest,  setting  it  on  (ire, 
and  point;  ""^^  through  the  ship's  side. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Ijieutenant-Oonnnandcr  T.  S,  Fillcbrown, 
commanding  the  Sonmtm^  for  the  efficient  aid  rendered  by  him,  his 
t>fii<'ei's,  and  cmw.  You  would  have  l>een  jtleased  to  have  witnessed 
th<Mr  firing,  and  it  affords  me  groat  pleasure  to  bring  to  your  notiw 
the  admiritlilc  liclmvior  of  all  uri<lirr  command  of  Licutenant- 
Coiiiiiiandcr  Fillebrown. 

The  iJafiHlfl,  Acting  Ma^te^  W.  H.  Mallard,  rendered  valuable 
sen'ices,  and  usrd  her  gun-f  in  a  spirited  niminer  till  ordei-ed  by  me  to 
di*on  downstream,  fearing  she  might  Ik*  disabled. 

Tlie  bearing  of  the  oiKccrs  and  crew  of  tho  Patents-  merits  my  warm- 
est commendation;  for  their  adtiiiriilile  gunnery,  eoolness,  and  strict 
attention  to  oi'dcrs,  I  desire  U\  hear  my  testimony  to  the  commander  io 
chief. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  efficient  senicea 
rendered  by  Lieutenant  William  Whitehead,  the  executive  ofBcer.  He 
is  an  ofli<er  of  great  merit,  r<H>l  ami  brave,  and  of  excellent  judgtiienl. 
Acting  Musters  J.  C.  Champion  and  Thomas  Moore,  Ensign  Henry 
Glass,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Charles  \\.  Poor,  jr.,  commanding 
the  gun  divisions,  served  their  guns  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  and 
their  splendid  gnnnery  elicited  my  warmest  conmicndation. 

Acting  Master  Kdmvmd  A.  Abigone,  commanding  powder  di\'ision, 
assisted Tiy  Acting  Master's  Mate  Thomas  L.  Fishc!'.  peiformcd  their 
duties  in  the  most  efficient  mauner.  No  comphtints  were  nmde  as  to 
tho  supply  of  ammunition  for  the  Imttery,  and  1  de.'-iiv.  to  testify  ray 
thanks  for  their  .ser>'iecs,  and  also  to  Gunner  James  Hayes,  who  has 
always  perfonned  his  duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Boatswain  James  Brown  rendered  valuable  assistjince  in  springing 
the  ship  whilst  under  a  hot  tire. 

My  clerk,  Mr.  George  V.  Balch,  rendei-ed  good  service  by  taking 
not-es  of  tho  action,  and  by  jwinting  out  the  position  of  a  battery 
which  had  a  cross  tin;  on  as. 

1  enclose  detailed  reports  from  IvieutenantCVtmmander  Fillebrown 
and  Acting  Master  Mallard,  as  also  rcpoils  of  damages  to  this  vessel, 
and  expenditure  of  amnumition. 
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At  5:30  p.  m.,  this  ship  and  the  Sonoma  beinjj  afloat,  we  got  under- 
way aod  stood  down  the  crpck,  hut,  owinjf  to  tlie  oxtrcme  narrownoss 
of  It  we  gfouMiled,  wore  towed  off  by  the  Doffodify  and  at  7:3U  p.  m. 
anchoredoff  White  Poiut,  our  usual  ntation. 

I  urn,  very  respectfully,  your  obcdiout  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Rau;h, 
Comm/tnder^  U.  S*  Nat^y,  Senwr  Officer  J^rcucnt. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  W>ockading  St/uaUrt/n^  I^i/rt  Royal^  S,  C 

(Enelomres.] 

U.  8.  Steam  Si/x>i'  Pawnkk, 
N*»rth  EdUto  Rivef\  South  t'art/thm,  F'thfuory  5,  }86o. 

Sir:  There  was  exftended  in  ihc  action  of  to-day  witli  the  enemy's 
battery  the  foUowinjf  in  the  tjunuerV  department,  viz: 

IX-inch  Bhell,  S-WH-nnd  mikI  liVnecond 180 

IX-iiich  shrapnel,  i>-pwon<l  Bonniuin  fuze - ......  124 

UXt-i>«>(in«U*r  S-lifiikU'  nlidl^,  |>ercuBsion .- -.--... '44 

lUO-ixmn'iiT  J'arrolt  sIicIIm _ ..  ft 

l<M>-]>oi]ntler  1  'arrol t  nhmpnol 2 

I2-p<>uni)*?r  rill*'  huwiUer  phwll,  peix-uwiou 14 

Cannon  jinwrlerl  IX-inch) pounds. .  :i,  ISO 

H\i\v  pourler  (100-fM)un<k'r) »lo 650 

Kill*'  poM.U-r  (12-ii*mnder  howitiscr) - do 14 

Caniicm  priniurK ...........^, .,,,...... 600 

1  X-i ni^h  un^echingB 3 

CartridKf  tHixeHand  )>ett« 10 

Ilayonete 10 

Uoandii  of  Imck  cnrtritlgeH 400 

One  thousand  poL-eiiH«ion  eaps  were  destroyed  by  a  shot  passings 
throujjh  the  aruin  ehest. 
Very  respei-tfuJly. 

JaMKS   HAYEe, 

(Gunner, 
Commander  Gko.  U.  BAix;n,  U.  8.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Korth  EJisto  Jif'iyr^  Saulh  Carolina^  F>hrtuiry  10^  lS6o. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rejwrt  the  foUowini^  daniajjej^  to  the  ri)f- 
giug  of  thi-s  vessel  sustained  during  the  action  of  Togodo  Creek,  Feb- 
ruary W,  IH*>5,  viz: 

Port  niizzeti  topmast  bmkstay  shot  away. 

StarlKMird  niizxen  topmast  shroud  shot  away. 

Spanker  and  brails  out  away  bv  a  shot. 

Port  spanker  t»oom  topping  lift  stranded  ))y  a  shot. 

Port  ndjjrropi-  stranded  by  a  shot. 

RcHpectfully  sul>niittcd. 

.Ias.  Brown » 
Bftatmcain^  U.  S.  iVWy. 
Commajider  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Ckmimandhi4f  U,  S.  S*  Paaffne-ity  North  EiilMfi  Rlver^  S.  C. 
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U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
North  Misio  River.  Febnuiry  10,  1866. 

Sir:  1  havo  the  honor  to  sul)mit  the  following  report  of  injuries 
expflrinncnd  hy  this  vi»ssi'l  in  iiction  with  the  rt'hel  >)atterio8un  Togodo 
Creek  durinp  the  afternoon  of  the  t»th  instjitit. 

On  the  pnrt  how,  [0  feet  H^>aft  and  helow  the  bill  jwrt*  the  niiti^ide 
piankinjj  wits  piereed  iiiul  torn  away  for  u  npaee  of  18  inehes  by  the 
exphtsioii  of  a  shell;  iinnicdintely  hel*nv  this,  and  on  the  water  line,  is 
the  nnirk  of  a  jj^hineinj;  shot.  In  the  )>oi't  waist,  near  the  fjanjjwa}*,  u 
12-p(iund  shtdl  struik  and  exploded  in  one  of  the  >par-dock  scuppers. 

tive  feet  forward  of  tin*  poit  niizzon  rigfpin^,  and  3  feet  alxive  the 
water  line,  is  the  mark  of  a  ^lanein^  shot.  On  the  sturl»oard  side  near 
the  nii/.zen  topmast  haekstJiy.  and  just  ahovt^  the  spar  deck,  the  side 
was  pierced  by  a  rifle  holt  from  the  inside,  out. 

The  smoke  pipe  was  ntruek  l>v  a  shell,  which  explodetl  inside,  the 
fragmentM  learin^f  the  iron  <'oiisiaenibIy  on  their  exit. 

The  port  mizzen  tojmiast  haekstay  was  cut  hy  one  shot,  and  the 
starboard  niizxen  topmast  shroud  by  another. 

The  ridgcrope  was  cut  by  a  shot  immediately  over  the  ttx^pounder 
ritle. 

The  sjMinkor  wah  cut  by  a  sliot  and,  heiufr  furled,  wiis  badly  damaged. 

In  all  wc  weiv  struck  ten  times  -  in  tlio  hull  five  times;  in  the  smoke 
pipe  once;  in  the  rigging  three  times;  in  the  sails  once. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obcdieut  servant, 

\Vm.  Whitkhkad, 
Lieutfjnafd^  U.  S,  JVan/. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Balch,  U.  S.  .Nbvy, 

Vmnmandlmf  U.  S.  S,  Pawnw, 


Baport  of  AoUn;  Muter  MaUard,  U.  S.  Havy,  commanding  IT.  8.  B.  Daffodil. 

U.  S.  S.  Daffodil, 

\ortft  EdMfo  Rirrr,  N.  C.^  Fthruarif  W,  /A"6V7. 

Sik:  1  have  tlie  honor  to  make  t!ie  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  thi.^  vessel  in  tlie  attack  of  ye^stcrday  upon  the  lotteries  on 
the  Togodo  Kiver. 

In  obedience  to  your  order.  1  proc<>eded  up  the  river  with  two 
launches,  one  from  the  P(rivne<  and  one  from  the  Sonoma,  to  drag  for 
torpedoes.  At  10  a.  ni.,  tindiug  the  river  rle^ir.  I  made  signal  lo  that 
etfect  and  opened  tire  with  my  riHed  20-|X)unders  on  the  batteries  up 
the  river,  but  as  they  fell  short  1  ceased  liring.  In  the  meantime  the 
Patent*}  and  Stmitfim  came  up  and  commenced  tiring  on  the  batteries. 
They  then  c<'ased  tiring,  and,  the  vessels  having  grouudexi.  we  lay 
waiting  for  flood  tide. 

At  *2:4(>  p.  m.  tha  Pmni4^e  opened  with  her  l(»0-pounder  riHe  on 
some  troops  in  the  upper  battery,  and  immediately  the  action  became 
general.  At  3  p.  m.  received  orders*  from  Captain  Baloh  to  drop  out 
of  range,  and  in  doing  so  received  a  rifle  shot  in  our  port  bow,  crunh- 
ing  in  the  deck,  Imt,  striking  and  i)arting  the  chain  cable,  it  ricochetted 
over  our  starboard  bow.  Another  shot  struck  our  smokestack,  but 
did  no  damage.  At  about  4  p.  m.  silenced  the  enemy's  batteries.  At 
5  p.  m.  tiriug  ceased,  the  tide  having  risen  sutKcient  for  the  vessels  to 
withdmw.  The  I*atrn*f\  in  endeavoring  to  tuni  around,  groimded;  we 
then  backed  down  to  her,  took  her  hawser,  aud  towed  her  oti. 
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I  expcndefi  in  ntiimunition  the  following,  viz:  ^O-pounder  Parrott 
shpll,  20;  iiO-poun(h'r  Ouhltrn-n  >li«'ll.  H'. 

I  liui,  vf  rv  respectfully,  your  (►Ixxliont  wn*iint, 

Wm.  H.  Mallaku, 
Acting  MinsU^i\  Oj/tunaudiny* 
Conmmndcr  G.  B.  Bai-ch, 

Qmmiamlmy  U.  S.  S.  I^tiPiire. 


Baport  of  I4ent«aAnt-Conitn«nder  Tlll«brown,  U.  B.  Havy,  oommanding  U.  S.  B.  Sonoma. 

II.  S.  8.  HONOMA, 

O^' King* It  Oreck.  South  CavoHmt^  February  9^  18GC>. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following^  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  iSonoma  in  the  euj^ujfoment  with  the  retii'l  Initteries  on 
the  Togoilo  to-diiy; 

We  tf<^t  iindcrway  nt  9:4()a.  m.  nnd  8t4»amcd  up  the  Togodo  and 
iinrhori-d  near  thr  lionse  of  Colonel  ffunie.s  Kinj;.  On  uni'horing, 
opened  a  «lovv  lirt^  in  the  diioctiuji  i»f  the  lotteries,  only  one  of  which 
W!Ls  visiljUf  from  lliis  vi'sm-I,  without  elieiliii^r  itny  repl^.  At  \"1 
o'cUtek  we  (mmis*.h1  Hrin^^  in  ohi.Kliotice  t(t  your  order.  At  "A'Ab  the 
enemy  oj>ened  ii  brisk  tire  from  tin'  battery  ahead  of  the  J*(HfUi'*r^  ami 
immediately  from  the  other  luittcries,  also  from  tiehl  artillery  in  the 
Tvoodi*  on  our  port  \h^\\\\  and  bow.  We  returned  the  tin*  inirnrdiulely 
and  drove  the  artilli-rv  fn>m  their  position  and  the  relnds  ti»  their  bomb- 
proofs,  roniph'tt'ly  sili'nrinof  theui.  Only  two  shot  struck  this  vt'snel* 
one  of  which  cut  away  the  ventilator  to  the  tire  room  and  dropped  on 
deck.  This  was  a  ryllndnt  i'onoidal  shot,  Hi  inehrs  in  diiiniflcr;  the 
other  shot  struck  and  hroke  two  of  the  eoabs<uttle  plut^'s  and  passed 
tliroui^h  a  port.  At  (>  ee;isfd  iirinj,^  and  i^ot  underway,  the  tide  havinj; 
raised  sulficiontly  to  Hoat  the  vesael,  ana  returned  to  our  ancbom^e  at 
the  mouth  of  King:'s  Creek. 

I  niuy  as  well  mention  that  the  Stmnum  was  on  the  hottoni  during 
the  whole  action.  1  also  sulmut  my  opinion  that  to  tapLure  these  liat- 
terie.s  requires  the  us^iistjiuee  of  troops. 

In  couelusion,  I  must  testify  to  the  conduct  of  the  ollieers  and  rrew 
of  this  ves**el.  They  alt  |>erforMied  theii-  duty  in  a  manner  hij^hiy 
creditable  to  themsdvctJ  and  to  the  honor  of  the  Ha^'. 

I  enclos*'  herewith  the  i-eportof  damages  and  amount  of  ammunition 
exjK'tided. 

\evy  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

TUOH.  SCCITT    FiT.LEBROWX, 

Licntcutint-  Com  iiifind**r. 
ComDiander  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

jSetiior  Ojicer  off  White  PtntU^  Nwth  EdUto  River* 

[Euolosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 
Nf^h  Ediffto,  Februnry  10,  I860. 
Str:  There  waa  expended  yestertky  at  the  rebel  batt^u-ies  the  fol- 
lowintj  amount  of  amnuuutiou  and  pix)]'ectile8; 

Xl-iiiL-b  Phell 54 

X  l-inth  slininnol,  Tj  mu]  ll>  Kptmud 10 

XI-iiiL'h  fiUUMtt  gntji' ........^•.,.. 8 
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IX-inch  shell,  5,  10,  and  15  second 69 

IX-inch  shrapnel,  5  and  10  second 17 

IX-inch  HtaitUB  grape 55 

100-pounder  Parrott  Schenkle  shell 23 

Canuun  priiiiera 300 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Hogg, 

Gunner. 
Lieutenant-Commander  T.  Scott  Fillebrown. 


Nmsal  operations  in  Stmw  and  Folly  rivers^  Felyruary  9-Hr,  1865, 

Beport  of  Captain  Scott,  U.  8.  Navy,  tranimitting  reqneit  for  cooperation  of  two  monitors 

in  Stono  Kiver. 

U.  S.  Ship  Joiin  Adams, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina^  Fdn'uary  8,  1865. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  communications  just  received. 
1  have  replied,  saying  neither  the  weather  nor  tide  would  admit  of 
their  going  this  ev^eiiing,  and  if  it  did,  1  was  not  authorized  to  move 
the  monitoi*s  from  this  anchoi'age  without  your  orders. 
A  tug  hv^  been  sent,  as  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Scott, 
Captain  and  Senior  (Officer. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Darlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  JUkdg.  SquadiYm^  Port  Royal^  S.  C 

[Eneloflures.] 

Htxjrs.  Northern  District,  Deft,  of  the  South, 
First  Separate  Jiri<ja/h\,  Morris  Mami„  Fvbruary  8^  1865. 
Captain:  I  am  requested  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Hartwell 
(through  his  aid),  now  coinuianding  LI.  S.  forces,  F0II3'  Island,  South 
Carolina,  to  iisk  you,  if  possible,  to  send  two  monitors  to  Stono  with- 
out delay,  for  coopemtion  with  the  land  forces.  General  Schim- 
melfennig  is  on  his  waj'  to  Stono  at  present,  and  can  not  be  referred 
to  in  the  matter,  but  I  feel  fully  jiistitied  in  asking  you  in  his  name 
to  accede  if  possible  to  this  request.  I  have  the  nonor  to  forward 
copy  of  the  dispatch  just  received  for  your  information.  If  possible, 
please  send  one  of  your  tugs  to  Stono  without  dela}',  to  facilitate  the 
transportation  of  light  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  Dickinson, 
Captain  and  Acting  Asmstant  Adjutant-  General. 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott, 

Commanding  Fleet  off  Charleston. 


[Telegram.] 

Stono,  February  8^  1865— 1:60  p.  m. 
Please  request  Captain  Scott,  commanding  fleet,  to  send  two  moni- 
tors to  Stono  this  afternoon,  as  soon  as  possible.     After  consulting 
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wilh  t'aj>tttin  Johnson,  coiumtinding  fleet  at  Stono,  it  i»  decnieU  of  t\w 
iitiiiost  uiHH)itiiiiro  thut  two  monitors  i^htmlil  In*  soiit  to  cooperate  with 
us.  The  gencml  is  very  dcsinjus  Ihiit  tlu-y  should  In*  stMit.  Seiitl  word 
to  Captain  Scott  the  quickest  way  possihlc.     Ueuly  as  to  youractious, 

J.  M.  Walton, 
Cajdam  mui  Aid-dc- Cujhjk 
Captain  Dickinson, 

Actimj  At^iaiant  At/Jnlunt-GtifteraL 


Ord«r  of  Beftr-Admiral    Dahlgren,   V.  B.  Kavy,  to   C^puin  &«mmu,  IT.  8.  Vary, 
commuduig  U.  8.  8,  Lohigh. 

Fi.AosHir  Harvkst  Moon, 

P'rri  Rifyid^  FSnmnf  9,  1SG6. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  proceed  to  Stono  at  the  earliest 
moment  that  the  weather  antf  tide  permit,  and  take  position  there  to 
cooperate  with  tlie  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

tl,  A.  Dahluukk, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  Semmfjh, 

Cojumtindhuj  LthUjh, 


Beport  of  Lient«iinnt-Commander  BemmaR.  U.  8.  Kftvy,  regarding  naval  cooporation  tn  the 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers. 

U.  S.  S.  LKinuiTt 
Stnnn  ffiht,  Fi^*ruary  lU  iSOr^ 

Sir:  In  ol>edience  to  your  order  of  the  Jttb  instant.  I  left  Charleston 
Roads  witli  this  vessel  at  threurliest  possilfle  monioiit,  and  arrived  here 
at  9  a.  III.  th(*  lOth.  IrnnH'diutdv  upon  niv  arrival  Litnitcnant-Com- 
mander  A,  W.  .lohnsnn  infoniie^  nie  of  the  dispOMition  of  the  naval 
force  here,  which,  )m\\)!,  the  ln^st  that  could  be  made,  I  did  not  meddle 
with.  It  was  iLs  follows:  The  MrDtmtnujh^  Lieuteimnt^Cominandcr 
A.  F.  Crosman,  and  the  Dan  Smithy  bomb  vessel.  Acting  Master 
Van  Voorhis,  with  the  Gemnlum  aa  tender,  were  un  Folly  Kiver;  the 
WhmhU'kun^  Lieutenant-('ommandcr  Johnson,  and  the  C.  i*.  WiUiuniH^ 
Acting  M*»ster  Parker,  up  the  Stono.  The  two  former  covered  the 
right  and  front  of  our  tr(H>j>H,  the  two  latter  the  left.  With  this 
vessel  1  took  position  a  little  farther  up  this  river  than  the  other 
vessels. 

When  I  arrived  the  vesHels  were  keeping  up  a  firo  suitable  to  the 
object  in  view. 

In  the  afternoon  1  directed  some  shells  to  l»e  thrown  to  the  left  of 
our  troops,  and  some  abo  on  Jobn^s  Island,  U>  feel  the  lotteries. 
There  was  no  reply. 

Two  army  otficers,  aids  to  the  eommandiuff  officer  in  the  lield,  came 
off  during"  the  day  to  make  arrangements  and  establish  signals  relative 
to  our  tire. 

A  tire  of  one  shell  every  fifteen  minutes  was  kept  up  hy  the  vessels 
in  the  Stono  from  8  p.  x\\.  the  lULh  to  0  this  morning,  to  the  left  of 
our  line. 
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This  forenoon  small  squads*  of  rebels  ehowiug  themselves  on  the  way 
fntm  Bftttory  Pririj^Ic  towiii-d  our  forces,  T  hu^lened  their  inovonient'«j 
bv  on**  or  two  welldinTlfd  shells. 

Learning  aUmt  1  p.  ni.  thnt  the  army  had  i^-ithdrawn.  and  feeling  J 
therp  wart  no  nerrs?*ity  for  rcniuiuing  above  the  junction  of  the  Stono 
and  the  K'lawuh.  I  ordered  thr  other  vessels  bt^low  and  took  the  lead 
myself. 

We  expende^l  the  followinfr  ainrniinition  on  boai*d  this  rcfiflol:  150- 
pounder  Schenkle  iJercussiun  shrlts,  11;  lii-poundor  Seh(>nkle  percus- 
sion ^hellH,  13;  lii-pouMder  Hotchltlss  percus^sion  Hhclls,  83. 

Lieut^mint-C'onniiandt'r  Cnjsnuui  roniaincd  tip  thr.  Folly  River  until 
notified  there  was  no  further  necessity,  and  then  resumed  his  former 
station  at  the  junction  of  the  Kiawah  and  Stono. 

I  jud^e.  from  the  diret-tiou  of  th(;  tire  and  from  its  mpidity,  particu- 
larly in  the  Kolly  River,  that  thi'  naval  eooperation  was  satisiaetory. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

A,  A.  Semmes, 
L>t'rute)iaht-('tf/n7nan(ftT^  [■,  S,  Navy, 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlghen,  U.  S.  Navv, 

{'(fwmandmy  South  Affanttr  filoc^adhuf  Sf/umfron, 


B«port  of  Acting  Maater  Parker,  0.  S.  Navy,  comniauding  U.  S.  acbooner  C.  P.  Williams, 
regarding  naval  cooperation  in  Stono  Sivor. 

U.  S.  tkiHooNKR  C   P.  Williams, 

Sfnito  Inlets  Fthruitry  Jl\  1^60, 

Sm:  I  l)eff  leave  to  report  that,  in  obedieneoto  oi-ders  rft4;eived  from 
Lieutt'rmnt-f'onuiiander  A.  W.  Johnstiru  of  the  WUsahnkmt,  Feb- 
ruarv  H,  !  j^''al  this  vessel  ready  to  \^u  into  action.  Oami*  up  witli  fore 
ri^jifin^,  iinlHMit  foresail;  saw  evervtbiri^  clear  for  nsin^  the  inorlar. 

At  y:;io  p.  ni.  r.  S.  (ii»^  A^'iltii  (Mime  alontrsifle.  At  'i\  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  the  morning  of  th»^  It'tli.  hove  up  anchor  iind  prtxrocded  up  Stono 
Kiver  in  tow  of  the  tu^^  A^al'j'f.  At  4:20  came  lo  anclior  just  below 
the  obstructions.  At  S: 80  a.  in.  the  tu^  moved  n>  farther  up  the  river; 
rame  to  anchor  alx>ut  one-quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  ()l)structions. 

At  9  a.  m,  opened  tire  with  the  mortar  on  a  clump  of  woods  and 
some  hoasps  near  the  woods,  as  diiveted  by  Captain  Jolmson:  kept  up 
lire  with  the  mortar  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes  till  4  o'cloek  p.  ni.,  at 
which  time  <'eased  tirinj^  with  mortar.  At  i^  p.  m.  ooened  fire  with  the 
yo-iwimder  rille,asdirecti'd  by  Licutenant-(Vmunanaer  A.  A.  Senmie^s, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  l^hiqh^  tiring  every  fifteen  minutes.  Atl:ip.  m.  broke 
the  screws  to  the  Wk  plate  of  the  rifle.  Opeiie<l  lire  with  the. 
3*i-pouuder  broadside  j^un  in  place  of  20-pounder  rifle.  At  <►  a.  m. 
February  11  ceased  lirinjj. 

At  4:45  p.  m..  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Captjiin  Seuiuics.  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Lthiyh^  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  V.  S.  tug  r'A>*'er-and  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river  to  tiur  former  ancliorage. 

Enclosed  please  tind  list  of  ammunition  expended  on  the  KHh  and 
11th  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ueorob  W.  Paukkr, 
AcUny  MoHtrr^  VotnmafiUinff, 

.1.  A.    OAHUiREN, 

Mmr-Adwiral^  On/tdg,  S<mth  Athinth'  BffM'Jcading  Sifuud^'oti. 
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Report  of  LienteDtnt-Comniander  JohnioD,  Q.  8.  Navy,  oommBndiDgTT.  8.  8,  Wiiinhiokon, 
re^ardiog  Davat  cooperation  in  the  Stono  and  Folly  riven. 

U.  S.  8.  WfSHAtiirKox, 
Sfoun  Rifier^  Snnfh  Carolina^  J^Urruurr/  /;i?,  18G5. 

ADMnuL:  On  the  lotli  iuntaiit,  iit  early  dttjiiLrbt,  ami  aft^r  a  pei>«jnal 
int4?rvi<'w  witli  Bri^iulU'r-Cit'iifml  A.  S<'hiuMii*'lfKmiiy,  (-ouniiiumingthis 
dintrifl,  as  to  his  i)n)jM>sofl  (ii'tiKinstration.N  ii^ainBt  tho  defonsos  of  thp 
ont'iny  un  .laitie^i  isiaiul,  1  oi'd<'re<:l  tlu»  V.  8.  S.  MrDorkovi/h.,  Liciiten- 
ant-Cominander  A.  F.  Crofimaii.  with  the  l'.  8.  S.  Gt-rtinlutn  as  a 
tender,  up  the  Folly  River  Itoyond  the  i»ositioii  now  oti-upicd  by  the 
mortar  si-hooner /Ar//  Sitilfh,  to  support  tho  landing;  of  the  right  win? 
of  the  infantry,  and  pi*oceeded  up  the  Stono  River  in  this  veHsel, 
accompanied  hy  the  mortar  schooner  C.  J\  UV/Z/V/y/M-,  in  tow  of  tlie 
U.  8.  S.  yU-rt/zv/,  to  ananchom^e<'oninmndintr  theeni-my's  rillepibs,  and 
cleared  the  way  with  shtdl  for  the  advance  of  the  left  wln^^  of  the  land 
for**es.  During  the  forenoon  of  the  same  djiy  tho  V .  S.  S.  Lt^hlgh^ 
Lieuteniint-(_'onuiiaiider  Semnies,  arrived  in  the  .stream,  and  her  com - 
inunder  hfiiijyf  the  senior  ollircr.  I  informed  him  of  all  lluit  liud  lM*en 
doni;,  and  transferred  llic  dirprti<»u  of  futun*  optmilions  to  him. 

Enelo^*d  is  the  Hinount  of  ammunition  expended  from  this  vessel 
while  on  this  service. 

I  am.  very  resjwH'tfully.  your  ohedieut  servant. 

A.    W.  JoHN80N« 

Adiuirul  J.  A,  Uahloukn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cmnmanding  South  Aflanfu'  BlocJcading  jlei't. 


Dfttaildd  report  of  Lien  tenant- Commander  Croaman,   U.   8.   Nsvy,   commanding   V.  8.   8. 
Commodore  McDonongb,  regarding  cooperation  with  the  army  in  the  Folly  Siver. 

U".  S.  8.  CIOMMOtJOKK  McDosouGH, 

SUmtt  fn/f^f^  Si/ut/i  Curolinii^  F'thrwwy  23^  7-V6''!7. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  j*uhinit  the  following  report  of  oj^erationa 
on  Folly  Rivi-run  tiie  loth  instant: 

I'poii  the  I*th  instant  I  wont  on  Hoard  tho  Whuahiekon  hy  order  of 
Jjieutenant-Cominander  A.  W.  Johnson,  senior  olBcer  present,  where 
1  met  Colonel  Ilartwell.  conmjiinding  L'nited  States  forces  on  Folly 
Island,  and  there  received  instrm'tions  in  regard  to  an  exix'dition  or 
reconnoissance  in  force  to  l»e  nnidc  the  next  (Uiv  aw  James  Island. 

Captain  Johnson  assjijncd  to  my  connuand  the  mortar  schooner  Dan 
Shii'f/i,  the  tug  (rermu'ui/i,  anci  the  army  trai»snort  Af^juMa  (tin  clad), 
which  last  vessel  would  report  to  me  after  landing  troops  at  the  right 
liattery  on  Cole's  Ishuul.  and  I  was  directed  lo  place  my  vessels  in  such 
u  position  \is  in  my  opinion  woidd  U'st  effect  the  purjjose  desinnl. 

\i  this  tinu'  my  Uoilcr  had  just  heen  repaired,  and  itt  Ihe  moment 
of  leaving  my  vessel  I  expected  steam  in  a  short  time,  and  had  left 
orders  to  my  executive  officer  Uj  bring  the  McDfmmujh  down  to  an 
anchorage  near  the  Wiitnakivhm  as  soon  as  posdible. 

By  C^iplain  JolmsonV  permission,  1  took  the  (rerafihtm  up  the  river 
beyond  Cole's  Island,  at  the  place  selected  for  the  landing  of  troops, 
and  caitufully  sounded  out  tJie  cbumiel^  seleeting  positions  for  the 
different  vcsaeli. 
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Wliilr  up  at  till'  front  1  Hin'rtiMl  tin*  cciniiiiuniiiuLf  ofiicvT  of  the  Dan 
Smith  (luii-hoivfi  tiK-ro)  t<>  ttikt*  positiud  in:i  hijifht  <->f  tlir  i'iv«'i' pointetl 
out.  iM'fniv  <|jiyl»i*eak,  ami  to  opni  rire  with  his  Imtterv  at  certain 
(iesijfiiati'd  puiiU-s,  by  dayln'cnk.  as  tlu'  army  wt-ri'  to  iiiovt'  acrtwj*  at 
Uaylij^ht,  having  his  ttroadsidr  spninjf  for  that  piiqiaso. 

As  the  (rrffiDtHin  WHS  iH^cdod  hy  the  aTiny  to  transport  horsps  dur- 
ing the  night.  I  dirootod  her  <'oinnmiidinH*  officer  to  rei)ort  to  the  Dan 
ISiHtth  a«  8oon  U.S  that  duty  should  l»c  tinished,  whose  cupluiu  would 
iiidicat4^  to  him  the  phice  1  wished  him  to  Lake. 

I  eoniniunifated  with  Colonel  Ilartwell  on  Folly  Inland,  eompanng- 
my  watch  with  his.  rejjulatin^  my  >hiivs  time  witli  that  of  the  army, 
and,  as  he  wa.s  in  command  of  the  hrid^'e.  ascertain iuji;  from  him  tne 
nature^  lim(%  and  exact  place  of  thu  nro|H)sed  operatirms. 

LTjwn  niturninj^  to  iiiy  shij)  I  foiiiid  another  leak  had  sprung  out  in 

c  boiler,  which,  throui^h  toe  a.s;;istance  of  a  machinist  kindly  se 


the 


sent  me 


by  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson,  was  stopped  by  1>:3(J  o'clock  p.  m. 

At  li»oVlo<'k  the  chief  engineer  reported  to  me  another  leak,  in  a 
place  in  such  a  jnisition  that  the  shell  of  the  boiler  would  have  to  l>e 
etit  throu;;h  to  jret  to  it. 

Thir^  dashed  jny  hopes  of  havinjj  steam  on  my  vessel  by  the  uext 
morning. 

I  ga\*e  ordeiN  to  bring  the  Gerttnhiw  alongside  as  soon  tus  poHsible, 
when  the  ca]>tain  of  tlnvt  vessel  came  on  hoard  himself  to  inform  me 
that  an  army  pilot  had  put  him  hard  and  fu.st  on  shore,  at  top  high 
water,  so  that  he  would  Ire  unable  to  get  off  before  1  o'clock  the  next 
morning. 

Directing  him  to  take  all  projxjr  steps  for  tloating  his  vessel,  ami 
when  possible  to  join  me  at  the  right  battery.  I  sent  an  f»fficer  to 
Ijieutenant-Comnninder  Johnson,  nM|ucsting  the  loan  of  the  tug 
Azoha  by  4  o'clock,  .stating  my  po-jitiou  and  that  of  the  (rrra/n'um. 

I  alsocommunicatcd  with  Colonel  llartwcll,  who  came  off  in  the 
Au/fuM/^t  at  2  a.  m. 

'the  Az(i/ta  had  to  tow  the  mortair  schooner  C>  P.  Wt/liams  up  the 
Stono  Itiver.  and  therefore  could  not  come  at  once. 

There  was  no  pilot  on  fioarti  the  A>t(jant<i,  and  I  sent  my  executive 
officer  on  board,  directing  him  to  take  the  McDimonfih  in  tow  and 
pixH-eed  up  the  river.  Hardly  had  we  got  fairly  underway,  when  he 
nailed  me  tf»say  the  Auqunto  would  not  steer,  and  its  ashonl  was  under 
my  lea,  J  let  go  my  anchor.  whiMi  to  my  great  joy  the  tug  Ajsak^a  was 
diJicovered  steaming  down  toward  us. 

Diixating  Acting  Masti^r  Knapp  to  follow  in  my  wake  in  the  tin- 
dad  Au/jufifa^  I  went  alward  the  tug.  took  the  McDonomjh  in  tow, 
and  piloted  both  ve.ssels  u])the  nvor. 

The  Gtrraniutn,  getting  off  aljout  this  time,  took  her  iiosition  astern 
of  all. 

We  arrived  at  the  point  of  disembarkation  nt  daylight;  ^iowed  down 
to  load  With  coal.  Hartwell  and  his  stalf  took  our  positions  and 
opened  tire  with  our  batteries. 

The  Aziikii  I  directed  to  return  to  ('aptain  Johnson  up  the  Stono. 

My  executive  officer.  Acting  Master  Knapp,  placed  the  Augusta  in 
the  i»e8t  position  for.  landing  her  tiofips.  and  then  i)nt  her  near  the 
bridge,  where  her  sharpshootei"s  would  ))e  serviceable,  after  which  he 
joined  me  on  lK>ard  the  McDimoatjh, 

The  ve-ssels  had  their  broadsides  sprung  so  as  to  protect  the  whole 


^ 


front  of  our  troops,  whilo  the  lattur  acUjiiRvd  jukI  fnriiu*ci  line  of 
litittir  in  (lipoid  rifli*  pits  (K-riipicd  l>y  tuir  forct's  iit  .Uilv,  lSt!4,  pro- 
renting  tho  oneiiiv  fmiii  iiuilcstiM*,'  Ihftii,  iilsu  whilo  luyin^  tln>  briu^c, 
nml  a  vi^^orous  lire  wii>.  Ui-pt  up  tlintiijr|j,,ii(  ilic  iliiy. 

TliP  (rtrtiniin/i  w:vs  sent  dnwn  l»y  mo  at  alxmt  noon  for  a  new  Hupply 
of  aniuiimitiou,  and  appended  I  bend  the  HhI  uf  that  uned  up  and 
rcc«.^ivcd. 

The  \\y^sa/ii'rh>fiHm\  V.  /*.  ir////rtw^,  and  nuhsfHiuontly  the  monitor 
Lfhitjh^  kept  up  a  tiro  from  the  Stoiio  River,  whitn  cros*ed  our  own, 
miikinu^  it  iini.'omf(irtu)>le  for  the  unt'inv  in  their  lineH. 

Ill  tnei  afternoon  a  very  handsonm  advance  wa.s  made  by  our  troops, 
who  reeeived  th*'  iMieniy's  Hre  and  went  in  with  tlic  bayonet,  raptur- 
ing the  tii*8t  line  of  intrenchuieuts  and  some  -IS)  priMiniers. 

At  aUiut  It)  oVlock  p.  m.  Colonel  Hartwell  sent  Adjutitnl  IVwhurst 
on  hoard  t^>  thank  nie  for  the  wrviees  of  the  ve-ssels  in  Folly  Kiver, 
expressing  at  the  fsamr  tiiiio  his  appreciation  of  tho^^e  in  Stono,  luui 
to  infoiTTi  me  of  the  withdiiiwal  of  our  forces  from  James  Inland. 

I  tberi'fure  kept  a  :;4-ix>uiider  howitxer,  tiring  shell  onci-  an  hour 
durinjr  the  iiiirht,  the  Crt-raniuHt  and  Ihm  X////M  firinj,^  also  tHrasion- 
ally.  that  no  attenipt  might  lie  made  to  annoy  our  men  at  work  remov- 
ing the  bridge  between  Cole's  and  dames  islandn. 

At  about  it:.'>U  a.  m.  of  the  11th.  our  troopn  fxMng  all  withdrawn,  I 
dir<M!tcd  the  (iri'au'tuin  to  follow  in  rny  wake,  the  ]>an  SmUh  lk\  retake 
htrr  old  jM^sition  in  a  line  witli  the  front  of  the  ri^ht  lnitt<'ry  of  Cole's 
li^land,  got  underway,  jirocecdcd  down  Folly  liiver,  and  ivported  in 
p«?rson  to  vou  on  board  the  Ihirrtint  Mi>fm. 

Acting  blaster  Avory,  commanding  the  PhUiuhlphh}.  and  Acting 
Kntsign  (Jeorge  Edwards,  also  of  that  vessel,  volunteered  to  ac<'i>Mi- 
]>any  me.  and  were  of  great  assistance  throughout  the  day. 

I  also  recommend  my  executive  otlicer.  William  Knapp.  acting 
riULst4*r,  to  whose  good  judgment  i«  due  the  timely  arrival  of  the 
tninsport.  AnfjfmUu  as  lu^  was  the  only  pilot  who  <'ould  be  spared. 

Accompanying  is  a  list  of  inmnunition  received  and  expemh'd. 

I  dare  not  carry  more  than  lOjx^undsof  Mteaiii  upon  thin  vessel's 
fwiiler,  after  such  a  chapt<'r  of  accidents. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant. 

A.  F.  Ckusman. 

?car-Admii*aI  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Co/ti tnandimj  Soulft  Athifttiv  BUickmlhuj  Hqutidnm. 


B«pon  of  Aetin.fr  Maitsr  Phrker.  U.  8.  ITavy,  commanding  V.  8.  ichooaei  C.  F.  WllUamit 
regarding^  operations  of  Uiat  vesael  in  Btono  Slver. 

U.  S,  ScHOON'EB  C.  P.  Williams, 

Stowf  Rivr-r^  Fihnianj  A5,  1SG6. 
»Sik:  In  obedient e  to  orders,  received  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
A.  A.  Semmef*,  U.  8.  S.  LeMgh,  senior  ot!ic<?r  present,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  13th  came  up  with  fore  rigging  of  this  vessel  and  got  ready 
to  use  Xlll-inch  mortar. 

On  the  morning  of  the  I4th.  at  4:45  a.  m.,  the  U.  S.  S.  11 /WAiV^'oti, 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.   \V.  Johnson,  <.»me  along^side  and  towed 
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this  vessel  up  the  Stono  Kirer.  At  .S:;ivi  a.  in.  came  to  anchor  about 
one-fourth  oi  a  milo  above  obstructionn.  At  8:35  of)enod  lin'  with  the 
mortnr,  ii.s  *lin'rlrd  by  CViitiijii  Soimnos.  tiririjr  at  intervals  of  (Mj:jht  t(i 
ten  mimit^'s  until  4:4o  p.  m.,  wUvu  I  coascd  riring  by  ortliMs  of  Oipt^iiii 
SemuK's. 

At  5:20  a.  in.  of  the  13th,  l\  8.  S.  Wimaht<'J^'on,  Lieutcnant- 
Coiuinandci*  A,  W.  .lohastm,  uiiiie  alonjf.side  and  towed  um  down  the 
river  In  nur  fonmT  iitn'lan'ayt'. 

Enelosed  please  dnd  list  of  ammunition  expendwl  on  Ujard  this  vessel 
on  the  14th. 

Very  i*eHpBctfunv,  your  obedient  servant, 

G,  W,  Parker, 
Aciiiuj  JfasteVy  Omuofrnding. 
J.  A.  DaitijOrex, 

Rtsur-Aiiuiimi,,  Ctmidt/.  SmUh  AtUmtw  Bf-ookdg,  S^juadron, 


Bflport  of  Lleatananc-Commander  Joh&Ma,  U.  8.  Havy,  oommiuidliig  U.  8.  8.  WiiMbiekoa, 
regarding  operatioiiB  of  that  vesael  in  Stono  Biver. 

U.  S.  S.    WlSSAHlCKOK, 

Stmio  H-zver,  Sfmth  Carttlimt^  Ft^rmtri/  16^  1S65. 

AuMliiAi.:  On  the  I4th  instniil.  by  diii't^tion  of  the  senior  otli4'er 
present,  Lieutenant-Comiiianiler  Seinnies,  1  got  uiulerwav  in  this 
vessel  at  daylijjht,  and  with  the  moitar  schooner  ('.  1\  WiJfninin  in 
tow,  sUyinied  up  the  Stono  River  l<i  the  iH>Hition  assigned  her,  and 
aft*^r  taking  our  own,  coniinrru't'd  sh(^lling  uvv  v\\\v  pits  of  tht*  oriciMV, 
agreeably  to  instrurtions. 

The  re|>ortof  exi)enditnre  uf  annuunition  on  that  service  is  heivwith 
eneh>sed. 

1  am,  very  n^spectfully,  y<uir  ol>edient  servant, 

A.  \V.  JoiiN.so\, 
L^eidennnt-Cmnmnnder, 
Adniinil  J.  A.  Dahuiren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

t  'oiniiiandiiig  Smith  Atldniic  BUtcknding  FU^L 


Saport  orLieatenont'Commander  Semmei,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  combined  demonitration 
againit  Confederate  works  on  James  Island. 

U.  8.  S.  Leiiioh, 
Stono  /fdef,  Sout/i  Cm-oUmt,  Fdtritary  IG,  iSOfi. 
Sir:  At  da^vlight,  the  14th  instant,  the  vessels  in  this  inlet  moved  to 
the  stations  assigned  them  for  coo|X!ration  with  the  army  in  another 
denionstintion  against  the  rebel  w(>rks  on  James  Island,  the  I.'h'njh^ 
WinAahU^kon,  and  C.  P.  Wt'/ h\miH  \i\i  the  Stono,  covering  the  left  of 
our  trooi)s,  and  the  M*  Dornnujh  ana  Dun  Smith  up  the  Folly  Kiver, 
covering  the  front  and  right. 

From  8  a.  m.  to  0  p.  m.,  the  14tb,  one  shell  was  fired  ever}'  five 
miimtes  hy  tlie  vessels  in  the  Stono,  whilst  a  suitable  fire  was  kept  up 
by  those  in  the  Folly  Kiver. 

These  positions  were  nmintflined  until  the  follc)wing  morning,  when 
the  vessels  resumed  their  former  bUitkading  stations. 
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Tho  following  uiumuiiition  wa-n  expended  on  boui-d  this  vosael: 
l:^pounder  Hotchkiss  shellp,  peroussion,  38;  Schenkle  shells,  per- 
cussion, 8. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obetlient  nervant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Ltcufentmt-  (  hnt niiin(h'r  tind  Senior  Oj^^xt'* 

Kear-Aduiiial  .Inc.  A.  Dahuiren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  At/antic  Blockadhifj  Ssf/ttiulnm. 


Jitj^M/rfofIitMtr-AdutiraiD*tJtl(/fen^  (J.  S.  Naoy^Tt^ardhuj c^FUiinmnnih^ 
No.  67.1  Flaosiiu'  Harvest  Moon, 

Sir:  I  heg  leave  to  state  for  the  infoiiimtion  of  the  L)ei>artuient  that 
the  r.  S.  S.  Mrrrhifnc  has  touched  at  C'harlehton.  hound  for  the  VavsI 
(iuif  Suiuulrttii;  also  that  ihe  ('amhrldijc  has  arrivetl  at  Port  Koyal, 
and  will  he  as.sipriio<l  to  duty  in  this  stiuadnm,  and  in  enrtformity  with 
the  DopartnientV  order  contained  in  it>i  roniniuniriition  to  nie  of 
Octoi)er  Ih,  1?<(}4.  that  i\xi'Jittnt'ii  Ad4jvr  will  be  dispatvhed  to  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron,  uith  ordei-s  l«  re(V)rt  to  tlie  (lajr-otfiLcr  command- 
ing^. ttH  soon  as  the  repairs  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  that  vessel 
shall  have  la-en  completed.  Her  cylinder  rings  have  hcen  wo  much 
worn  and  broken  that  Fleet  Enffineer  Danhy  has  found  it  necessarv  to 
retjuire  for  a  new  set  from  the  North,  not  heing  able  to  supply  tSein 
here. 

Commander  Pattertton's  orders  will  be  duplicated  when  the  Adgcv  is 
ready  for  sea. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  ytair  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiilgren, 
Retir- Admiral,  V'mui^,  Stfuik  Atlantic  Block'adin<f  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  WKLLEe. 

SecFct4tnj  (if  tlie  Natvf^   WaMhhtyttm^  D.  C. 


Eirpfidition  fo  Bultn  Btii/^  South  Otrolina^  in  atopera/i'OU   ttrith   the 
army  in  ereatimj  a  div&'aum  at  Charleston^  J^e6ruary  J^-l?^  1865. 

Ordfr  of  Basr'Adiniral  Dthlgren.  U   B.  Nivy.  to  lientonant-Commander  BtUlwell,  IT.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  8.  Ottawa. 

Flao-Steamer  Hakvest  Moon. 
Port  Royal  Hnrbitr^  Fthruary  10,  1865, 
Sir;  You  will  proceed  with  the  Ottawa  under  your  command  to 
Bull's  Bay  with  all  disiiateli  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  for 
cooperation  with  the  army. 

Endeavor  to  be  there  in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

J.  A.  Daiiloren, 
Rmr-Admircd^  Comdg.  South  Ailnntic  Blockading  Stjuaaron, 

LieutenantCoianiander  .Tami-^h  Stillwell^ 

Cwnmanding  U,  S,  S,  Ottmoa, 
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erandom  tram  S«ar-Admlral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Havy.  to  Captain  Bldgeley,  U,  S,  Mavy, 
trantmitting  initraotions  for  veiaeU  from  tha  oQtside  blockade. 

Fla<jSteamer  Harvest  Moon, 

As80!iit>lc  all  the  vessels  on  the  outside  blockiwle,  and  i;ominuuirAte 
to  them  their  orders  for  the  expedition  to  Bull's  Bay,  as  indicated  in 
the  CMicloi«ed  iiieniorundum. 

[Enolomrcl 
Meitwrnndutn  ftrr  BulVa  Say. 

Februakv  11,  1865. 

1.  The  vessels  of  heavy  draft,  siich  as  Shennudotih^  (^tunnHnUjua^ 
Jumntti,  (rtunylit^  etc.,  will  lay  close  off  the  entmnce  of  the  channel. 

%  The  lif;fht-<lraft  vessels,  such  as  J*iiinrni\  Stonnua^  OtUar-n^  117/."/;*/?, 
PtftinHnkn,  etc,  will  i^nter,  the  li^hte.st  draft  leading,  and  will  take  the 
best  piisitioiis  Uw  >ht*[linjr  the  Hnores  when  the  tr<X)ps  land  and  wher- 
ever rebel  troops  ran  be  seen, 

3.  All  l>oat»  will  he  prepaiwi  to  )^o  alongside  the  tr.ins|>orts  as  soon 
OH  thev  ai*e  near  the  anchoi*age^  and  take  in  the  troopis  with  the  utmost 
expedition. 

4.  Four  launches  will  pull  us  close  as  ]>ossible  to  the  appointed  knd- 
injj  find  br  pr4'pared  to  clenr  tin*  Ininks  where  it  may  bo  needed. 

5.  Three  li^^nt  howitzers  will  lie  manned  Ity  seamen  from  Moms 
Island  naval  Imttory  and  will  land  with  the  troops. 

».!.  Capfaiii  Uidjjfely  will  comniand  division  trnt'^ide.  Captain  Rtdch 
will  cominartd  iiis!d«!  division.  Captain  Stanly  will  command  du  tsiou 
of  Iwal*  for  disembarkation. 

7.  All  the  vessids  detailed  U*v  tlio  duty  will  !>e  underway  in  their 
respective  di\Hsions  as  soon  as  it  is  durk  enough  not  to  be  noticed  by 
the  rebtds  ashore,  and  will  proceed  to  Bull's  my. 

S.  All  lit^ht.s  must  be  extiiij^uished  and  no  signals  made,  fHtrtieularly 
as  the  rcb*'Is  nndpi-st-ind  our  sij,''inils. 

!*.  It  will  be  best  to  get  ii  short  oHing  before  .st<*ering  up  along  the 
coast,  so  as  to  give  no  notice  of  movement  ashore. 

l(t.  The  l»oats  should  have  as  few  men  to  pull  as  may  be  convenient, 
MO  i\»  to  carry  most  troops.  There  should  be  at  IcAst  one  officer  from 
each  ship. 

The  vessels  detailed  are  ShcrmndiKih,,  Canandnhpui^  JmiinUt.  Getirifia^ 
I'airn*c^  Somnmiy  OWitrn^  Wiwma^  Potoutaka,  Matufo,  the  tugs  Gera- 
nium^ fris^  Chfty'/\  Ctifn/jMi. 

The  divisional  romumndcrs  will  ronimimicate  with  the  commanders 
of  the  troops,  so  »s  to  actwmplish  the  laiuUng  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion and  completeness. 

^.  A.  Dahloren, 

Hear- Admiral. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Sahlj^en,  IT.  S  Havj,  to  Captatu  Ridgely.  U,  8.  Navy,  to  asflame 
dirocdon  to  the  ooopemtiTo  operationi  darliiB  the  temporary  abeence  of  the  former. 

FhAosnie  Hauvkst  Moon, 
I  of  Bufrs  Bat/,  S.  6'., J  February  IS,  1866. 
Sir:  1  am  called  away  by  a  t**Iegrp.m  from  General  Sherman  that 
mav  i*equire  coaction  with  ^reneiiil  (TJllmnre.  now  at  Port  Koyal. 

\  ou  nre  therefore  m  eharge  of  the  vessels  now  here  to  cooperate 
with  General  Potter. 
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Send  in  cviM'y  hoiit  that  can  bu  s[Mii*od,  mid  you  had  better  jjo  in 
yourself,  Icnvinjj  the  ShenanthMh  outside,  a?*  her  dnift  is  too  hejivy. 

The  object  is  to  assist  the  army  movement  a**  much  as  posaihie,  and 
every  exertion  is  to  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

I  leave  the  tugs  (rrranluvi  and  IrU  witn  you.     Send  the  V(Ualpa  to 
Captain  Scott  at  Charleston  to-night. 

?>end  ffltiutitr  to  Port  Royal  as  soon  ns  dischai  j^cd. 
Lieutenant  Mahan  is  here,  ordimuce  officer  of  fsiiuadron,  with  ammu- 
nition; see  him. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  withdraw  and  leave  this  place  take  all  tins 
vejwels  to  Charleston,  except  Pawn*t  and  Ottaitm.     Send  them  to  Port 
Koyal;  the  Vk<imhciH  will  i*emuin. 
Very  resi)ectfully, 

^  J.  A.  Daiiloken. 

Rtar- Admli^l. 
Captain  Uidgely. 

Stiihii'  ifffiottr  PrtJkmt. 


Beport  of  Cftptain  Sidgely,  U.  8.  Navj,  regarding^  protection  affbrded  to  troopt  while  land- 
ing at  Oweodaw  Creek. 

U.  8-  S.  Sonoma, 
B^iWi  li*ty^  Smith  Camlma^  Fthrymry  /.''/,  li^f>. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  troops  under  General 
Potter  eiTectfd  a  hindinjjatOwendaw  Creek,  on  theevi'nlnijfof  the  ITth 
instant  (about  T5o  men),  under  cover  ut*  the  hiuiiche>'  howitzei's.  The 
remainder  of  the  iomnumd  were  disembarked  yesterday  at  tlie  sunw 
place,  without  opposition,  and  are  murchinu:  toward  Charleston  by 
the  way  of  Mount  Plcjisaiit.  I  expect  to  leave  here  to-morrow  to 
report  to  you  at  t'lmrh^ston.  The  OiUiira  is  on  the  bar.  The  tup 
Ofntttinin  is  coaling  from  the  Ottawa;  .»\\q  has  only  one  day's  roaL 
She  will  lejive  to-niijiit  with  the  launches  for  the  Santi*:^  in  obedience 
to  your  orders. 

f  conjrnitulate  you,  adniirul,  on  the  eva<'uation  of  Charleston. 

Commander  Stnnly,  tbo  coniiiiandin^  otticer  of  the  landing  party, 
will  report  to  you  in  detail  the  jxirt  performed  by  the  navj*. 
Very  i-esjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DaNL.   B.  KllXJELV, 

Ctipiani^  U.  S.  Nwoy. 
Rear-AdmiralJoiTN  A.  Daitloren, 

Conimaiiding  Houth  Atlantic  BU^'kadlng  S</uadnm, 


Report  of  Commander  Stanly,  U.  S.  Havy.  commanding  ezpeditioii. 

Bum/s  Bay,  F,hnmn/  JO,  1866. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Hciir-Adniiral  J.  A.  Dahl^^ren,  I 
entered  BulKs  Bay,  South  Carolina,  on  the  12th  instant,  in  c<Mnmand 
of  the  exjM'ditionary  force  com|)osed  of  the  Pfitr/tn^  Sownmt,  (Jtimi^a., 
VTinomt^  P'i(o}fn^kii]  Wando^J.  S.  ^'///j/fA^vw.  three  armed  tujfs,  thii'ty- 
three  boats,  and  thirt^'en  j»iece.»*  of  artillery.  Ui  coojK'iate  with  Brij^a- 
dier-General  K.  E.  Potter,  with  troops  ami  several  army  transport's, 
aj^ainst  the  rear  of  CliarlfsUfti. 

The  I'itb  instant  was  employed  in  seeking  for  a  channel  to  Andersou- 
ville;  the  13tb  in  passing  throug'h  one  of  tbe  ^strt^its  that  runs  from 


SOUTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADIITG   SQUADEOK. 


this  bay  through  a  marsh  that  form;?  Bay  Sewee  on  tho  north  (Ander- 
sonville  beiujr  ou  the  southern  shoro  of  Bay  Sewee  14  miles  from 
CharloHton)  ami  in  onga<ring  the  forts  at  Andersonville. 

On  tho  14th  wo  otitcrcd  u  ijoeoud  ntniit  Icadiuj^  to  Bay  Sowce  and 
engaged  another  tort  with  lS-i>oundera,  a  nhot  from  one  of  which  dva- 
iiLounted  one  of  our  howitzers.  Wo  isihMiecd  this  fort,  but  found  it 
irnnossible  to  <'ross  the  shoals  and  Muddy  Bay  in  our  hiunehes. 

fxcnenil  i*otter,  myself,  Aeting  Master  John  McOowan,  jr.  (survey- 
ing officer),  and  Acting  Miu?ter  C  C.  Uitker,  eonmianding  armed 
launi'hey,  were  freijuentjfy  under  tire,  sounding  in  advanee  for  a  ehan- 
nel.  Heavy  weather  kept  us  still  the  15th.  On  the  IHth.  with  your 
approhition,  the  OttoiPii  and  ]f*//*(/fj  were  sent  otf  Andersonville, 
through  another  strait  in  the  marsh,  found  by  Acting  Masti^r  Met  towan, 
and  engaged  a  third  fortiticaflon  to  the  eastward  of  Andersonville, 
while  ttie  launc!iesengag(!da  fortiit  Itiat  phu'o.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  approach  Andrrsonville  in  front,  I  left  a  strong  tone  tlirre.  and 
half  the  army  to  keep  up  apiK'uranre.s,  and  da-shed  t^t^  witli  (Jeneral 
Potter  to  the  northwef*t  .-^hore  of  this  (BulPs)  bay  thiough  ii  channel 
di.'jcovered  1)V  night woik  by  Acting  Master  Mc(iitwaii.aiid  drove  the 
enemy  from  a  strong  earthwork  on  CirahanTs  Tninl  and  cfft'ctod  u  land- 
ing without  the  loss  iif  a  man.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Jacob  Kemp, 
with  an  armed  launch,  dashed  up  the  creek  in  advance  and  drnvc  the 
enemy  from  their  ride  pits.  Acting  Master  William  V.  Redding  was 
the  lirst  to  land.  Acting  Master  John  Collins,  in  eoimnand  of  the 
tield  artillery,  was  soon  ut  the  front,  and  en  route  to  Andei-sonvillo, 
which  was  soon  oecujiicd  bv  our  army.  Ensign  McGregor  accom- 
panied tho  Thirty -se<"ond  Oolored  Regiment  with  a  fieldpiec^  and 
destroyed  bridges  in  the  rear,  and  received  Colonel  Ilartwell's  thanks. 
Acting  Ensign  Mitchell,  with  a  lieldpieee,  accompanied  the  army  in 
their  march  toward  Charleston.  Geueml  Potter  will  account  for  the 
prisoners  cu|>tured. 

General  <rillniore  had  paid  us  a  special  visit  on  the  I7th„  as.-suiing  us 
that  Charleston  would  surreniier  on  ourobratning  a  tinn  toothidd  here. 
1  have  n<v  doubt  but  that  our  doing  so  added  much  to  the  UwiV  eauned 
bv  General  Sherman,  which  hiis caused  theabaDdonmcntof  Cliarleston 
on  the  18th. 

The  ofHoers  and  men  of  the  expedition  *>ehaved  with  gallantry  and, 
amidst  depression  iu\{\  fatigue,  going  for  two  days  on  short  rations 
and  working  for  two  nights  in  boats  witii  their  clothing  wet  through, 
displayed  energy  and  endurance  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged. 

General  Potter  expressed  on  the  beiich  his  thanks  for  our  exertions 
throughout.  I  founa  him  all  that  a  man  should  be  in  courtesy,  daring, 
and  ability. 

1  find  the  country  here  full  of  every  kind  of  st<^K*k.  I  also  tind  large 
numbers  of  slaves,  but  every  one  of  them  refused  our  offers  to  accom- 
pany us  or  the  army.  1  am  happy  to  l^e  able  to  state  that  all  private 
property  has  been  respected,  except  horses,  beeves,  and  meal,  which 
our  necessities  demanded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Stam.y, 
(hmnutmlrr,  Commartdivg  Hxpidition  in  BulVe  Bay. 

Captain  D.  B.  Riix;elv. 

Senior  Offict^r  PnfserU* 


SOUTH    ATLAWTIC   BL<>CfKADmG   SQUADBOW* 


241 


Additioiuil  report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  U   B.  Kavy.  oommaDdlng  0.  8.  B,  Shenuiiloali. 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 
Off  Chatf-eMim,  S.  C,  Fthruartj  W.  1866. 
Sir:  I  hiive  the  honoi-  to  report  the  return  to  thi.s  place  of  the 
iTiiiuindpr  of  the  vo>.se]rt,  laimchoH,  ami  l)oats  dt^tailod  by  you  for  the 
liull's  Huy  expedition.  I  am  contidcnt  Mmt  the.  i'xpediti*)n  t«i  Huirs 
\\i\\  cmbiirrtw^sed  the  ndnds  from  the  miMi1)er  of  incii-of-war  in.side 
and  outside  of  the  hay  nnd  the  ^^rejit  mmilKir  of  boats  provided  by  the 
navy  to  disomltark  :i  Ifirj^i'  Uiinl  force. 

The  rnhcis  Hijrnah'd  our  niovcMuentrf  to  Charloston  day  iind  nt^ht 
and  threw  up  intrrnchmrnts  at  evi-ry  jinint  where  !H>ats  <;ould  hind. 

Uurin;;  the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  tlie  rel»pls  di.sapi>earod  from 
Bull's  liay.  and  I  am  of  the,  opinion  that  the  ovaeuation  of  Charhwtoa 
wa.^  hast^Mied  by  the  demonstration  nauh*  by  the  army  ami  navy  at 
that  iM>int  in  ntrong  force. 

I  am,  rej*pectfulJy,  etc., 

Danx.  R  KirM;KLT. 
Captain  i  U,  H,  Navy. 
ReAr- Admiral  J.  A.  Daiiuikkn, 

Comdy.  iS*nUh  Atlantic  Bhckdy.  Stptadron^  ChoH^iBtmi^  -A'.  C. 


Dtiailfil  rfjKiri  of  Rtur-Adinl.rai   DahUjftn^  U.  S.  Nai)y^  rtynrdlng 
uavai'  txioperatiim  in  fJie  opening  oft/t*/  cartipaign  *>fth*;  CanAlnas, 

No.  H9,]  Plag-9TEameu  Hahvest  Moon, 

l\>rt  noif.yI  Ihrhm\  S.  ('.,  Ffiynmry  13,  ISOS. 

Sir:  I  take  advantage  of  tlu*  de^jartui'e  of  a  Htcamor  to-nijfht  to 
appri.-K*  the  De|>artment  of  the  state  of  atfaii*H  here. 

The  army  of  (General  Sherman  mav  now  be  considerc<l  as  havlng- 
hemin  its  movement  northwiird  from  Savannah. 

The  Department  ban  been  informi'd  in  my  previous  comnuuiiL-atioim 
that  the  rigiit  winjr  Imviti^  l>een  move<l  from  Savannuli  t^i  IVauf<n't, 
hy  water,  advuncnl  j,aadually,  driving  in  (he  rebel  forees  near  I'oeo- 
talit,^),  and  iiniilly  inclining  t*)  the  left  found  it^self  alrout  the  2d  ready 
to  eros.s  the  Comhaheo  at  Rivers'  Bridge,  on  the  coniineH  of  the 
Barnwell  district. 

Here  it  necessarily  awaited  the  left  wing  under  Genenil  Slocuni, 
whi(di  had  l>een  delayed  in  fmssiug  up  along  the  Imnks  of  the  Savannah 
by  the  effect  of  the  frenhet**  on  tlie  roads,  which,  in  many  placea, 
re4iuired  to  be  corduroyed. 

I  have  sent  the  Pimtiae  to  cover  thc»c  troops  and  their  crossing  at 
Sister's  Ferry,  41  miles  from  the  city,  where  this  vess<d  arrived  on 
the  ^4th  January,  alx)tit  three  day.s  in  advance  of  the  column  of 
(fcnenil  l>avis. 

By  the  "Ih  of  February  the  last  man  of  the  rejir  (livision  was  over, 
without  moli'slation,  and  the  Poutioc  droiiped  dftwn  thi!  river,  auidmr- 
ing  near  the  city  \>\  icumhi  of  a  reipiCHt  fi-tmi  the  geiieml.  to  the  effect 
that  lu»  considered  Ihe  presence  of  some  vessels  of  war  necessary. 

As  the  left  wing  had  about  M.'i  miles  to  march  for  it.s  ]>osili(in  with 
the  armVi  't  '''  f'lir  to  prcwume-  that  by  tlie  10th  or  1  Hh  (ieneral  She.r- 
luan  had  bis  whole  force  in  hand  and  rejidy  to  move  on  Branchville, 
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Komo  tii)  milos  rli-^t^nt  fmin  HivpiV  Hridfjp,  niul  luiikin^'  dur  iillowuncp 
for  the  KflisU)  Uivrr  uiid  its  HWiinip.s  may  hi-  tlirri;  uL  tlii.s  clut4^,  unices 
he  hhall  have  inclined  to  the  left,  move  toward  Augusta,  in  order  to 
avoid  Hwaniny  {'■round. 

Meanwhile,  by  way  of  diverHion,  bh  requested  by  General  Shennan, 
the  Ottavyo  anci  Winona  were  feolin^  their  way  in  the  Coinhahee  on 
the  8th  and  Oth^  the  Pau*t4ee  and  Somnmi  jxmnil  tlie  hattery  on  the 
Toffodo  and  VVadnieliiw  on  the  lOth  and  11th,  while  the  monitors 
L*}7iiqh,  W'tusahicl'on^  MrDonoutjh,  Smifh^  and  liV///''7//iN  were  shelling 
the  works  in  the  .St<^>no. 

On  the  lyth  and  13th  came  the  demonstration  tit  Midi's  Bay,  whieh 
is  all  tiiat  could  l)e  done  by  thiu  squadron  to  assist  the  army  of  Uen- 
cral  Shenimii. 

It  is  now  fairly  launched  on  it-s  great  enlcrpriHe,  and  will  no  doubt 
soon  con8umniate  the  tirst  results  ho  (tonfidentlj*  looked  for. 

If  any  further  conununication  is  resumed  with  tny  coniniand,  it  may 
be  expected  in  (he  vicinity  of  (ieorgetown.  Hut  in  view  of  tlie  greiit 
effect  that  must  he  produced  Ity  the  army  recently  landed  at  Wilming- 
ton, it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  General  Sherman  will  advance  rapidly 
to  a  junction  with  it,  and  neither  seek  nor  need  further  communica- 
tion with  the  sea  whilst  in  South  Carolina. 

Yesterday,  while  engaged  in  opemtions  at  Rull's  Bay,  I  received  a 
dispatch  in  cipher  from  GenemI  Gillmore.  which  he  had  just  received 
from  (lenerftl  Sherman,  itHkiiig  nie  to  decipher  it.  Upon  which  I 
steameil  down  to  Hilton  Ih^ad  in  older  to  be  in  inuncdiale  conununica- 
tion with  <ieneral  (iillniore.  Then  ]  found  a  cipher  dispatch  for  me 
from  Geneiul  Sherman,  and  1  enclose  copies  of  both,  so  that  the 
Department  nmy  l)e  able  to  inform  the  rresidfjnt  of  the  la^it  newH 
ben'  in  regard  to  Genera]  Sherman. 

Though  (ictjenil  Sherman  gave  me  a  key  to  the  cipher.  I  regret  to 
sav  that  the  explanations  are  not  suthcient  to  enable  me  to  use  it.  1 
wdl.  thi'refore.  tliarik  the  Dtri>artment  to  reipicst  fuller  cx])Iar>ations 
from  the  War  DepartnuMit,  so  that  similar  ditiiculties  may  not  again 
occur. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re«pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 
Rear- Admiral,  Cointhj.  South  Atlantic  Blovkadimj  S</U(ulron. 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the.  Nawj. 


Let f^T  from  Rmr- Admiral  Ihth!fir»'u^  U.  S.  Narij,  to  Major- General 
GiUutore^  f\  S.  Armt/j  Jorirardinf/  cipher  dinjMt/eh  fn/m  Major' 
General  Slwrtnafiy  (/•  S.  Army. 

Flaoship  Makvest  Moon. 

/Wt  /ioi/a/.  Khruarif  /J,  M'6'.5. 
General:  I  received  by  your  aid  n  dispatch  in  cipher  from  Gencnil 
Sherman,  and  send  you  by  my  fleet  captam  tlie  key  to  the  cipher  sent 
me  hy  (tcneral  .Sherman. 

.\s  it  was  given  under  injunction  of   strict  c<»nfidence.  I  have  t(t 
request  that  you  will  not  permit  any  Imt  youn-^^lf  to  see  it,  that  no 
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N'opy  of  'I  will  be  tukpn,  uiul  tlmt  it  will  Iw  returned  t*>  mc  hy  Fleet 
I  Captain  Hrndford. 

I  am,  very  nwpi'iitfully,  your  olu'dii-nt  scn'^ant, 

J.  A.  Dahlxjbkx, 

Jieiir-  A  dm  inil. 
Major-Goiii^rul  fJrLi.MORE, 

<h/uma/i(li/ii/  LhjMirtnuatt  ttf  SrnUh, 


Lcttei\fr<fiit.  Hear- Athiuml  Dahlqren^  U.  S.  Ntltty^  to  Jfdjor-^rrtiei'fd 
Gtllmorc^  U.  S.  Army^  rc^/tonatny  to  a  re^t^t  Jvr  a  nacal  dvmon- 
Htt*atioii  in  the  Edisto  liiver. 

I'Yao-Stkamer  Harvest  Moon» 
Port  Royal  I!arho,\  S.  (\,  Khrunry  U,  JS65, 
8ik:  T  have  just  recfivpd  your  w)runiunitHti()n  of  tho  14tK,  nt-utiii^ 
thut  a  naval  demonstration  up  the  l^xlisto  would  ait]  General  IIat<-h, 
and  mi^ht  open  communication  with  him  if  niwie  to-morrow  or  next 
day. 

You  n»k  if  it  will  bo  in  my  power  to  afford  any  cooperation  in  that 
quarter. 

With  little  exception,  the  only  vessels  of  the  squadron  that  could 
ascend  the  Edi.-^to  so  far  as  to  ^ive  the  appearance  of  reality  to  any 
demonstration  luv  now  a)>Hent  at  BuIPh  Bay,  cooperatinj^  with  your 
detiiclinient  at  tlmt  plaop. 

When  you  will  inform  me  that  they  can  hesimred  from  that  servnce, 
I  will  din-et  thnn  to  the  Kdisto  without  delay. 

I      The  l*iniiini\  now  remainin«j  at  Savannah   hy  request  of  Cienoral 
Gi'over,  could  also  \w>  used  if  sue  could  I>e  spared. 
I     The  present  weather  will  unavoidahly  retard  all  nava!  niovenientw 
f  whilst  it  lasts. 

r  Mt'iid  hereMrith  for  your  information  a  de<:ipherpil  copy  of  General 
[Sherman's  dispat^'h*  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ot>edient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Soxdh  Atlantic  Blockadiny  Stpuidtfrn. 

Major-G(!nei*al  Q.  A.  Giujjohk, 

L'o/iid(j.  JJepartvieid  of  the  South,  Hefid^pMrters  IlUUm  Head. 

Hejfort  of  Bear- Admiral  Dah/^ren^  U,  S,  Navy^  reqttestmg  j>erfnlmon 

It4i   Withdraw  htH  application  fot'  rdief  from  cmnmafid  of  Souih 
All-ant tr  Squadron. 
Flaobhip  Harvest  Moon, 
Fehntary  U,  1865. 
Sir:  When  I  applied  on  the  7th  to  be  relieved,  the  latest  communi- 
cation from  General  Sherman  informed  me  that  he  had  no  *lesifjn  at 
all  to  attack  Charleston,  hut  wotiltl  follow  an  interior  line  to  the  North. 
K     The  cipher  letter  to  me,  which  I  forwarded  on  the  13th,  intimates 
Bthe  possthility  of  his  beinj;  forced  to  turn  af^ainst  Charleston.     When 
i  sent  it  the  content?,  were  entirely  unknown  to  me  or  to  General  Gill- 
more,  as  we  could  not  deciplw'i-  I!,  thoiij^h  having  the  key. 


244 


WWTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADmO   9QrAI>RON. 


To-diiy  Gonorul  ( iilhiu)n'\  operator  hits  Ix^rn  ulile  U)  read  the  t-iphcr 
lotl^T  of  (ipnerul  Shennun,  and  thu:^  I  li^arnod  the  possible  oban^^o  in 
his  plans. 

I  l>eg  leave,  therefore,  to  withdraw  my  applicatiou  for  rolicf,  «o  us 
to  have  «n  ol^portunity. of  ro<ipenttiii|^  with  (icntMJil  Sherman  in  the 
captun'  of  Clmrh.\ston,  when  he  shull  initlertnke  it. 

I  hiivo  the  honor  to  he.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiiloren, 


Hon.  (iiui-uiN  Wkli.kh, 


SecrcUtr-y  of  t/w  Navy. 


I 


OnJ.tr  a/the  St^reifirtf  *>/ tJut  2iat>y  to  Rci-W-AthiiinU  J^a/tltjren^  U.  S, 
Na-i^^  re^jiondhHj  to  regne/ti  /(fv  fiistrnctitmn  nytrt'dtiuf  pfTJiiiU 
f/ranttd.  to  jxtHies  enyaijeam  cotton  traffic, 

Navt  Dkfaktmknt,  Fabnuiry  1^.  tSGC. 
Sir:  I  have  to  aeknowlcdj,'"e  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  Acting 
Ensign  J.  H.  Bennett,  rommandiri^  fh'^tzdicni^  dated  the  4th  instant, 
ref4'rre<l  l»v  yon  to  the  Deimrtment.  relative  to  eertain  jxirlies  at  For- 
nanrliuu.  I'la.,  who  have  permits  .sitfiicd  by  the  I'royidentof  the  United 
State>i  and  the  Seoret^irv  of  the  Treasury  to  brini;  purchased  cotton 
out  at  any  open  port,  ancl  who  projiose  to  take  the  inside  passa^re  from 
Fernandina  to  ot.  Andrew's,  thence  to  St.  Simon's,  and  np  Turtle 
Kiver  to  Cabbage  Bluff,  to  puivha.sc  cotton. 

The  (|Ucstion  is  a.sked  whether  the  ]xirties  .shall  be  pcnniltcd  to  pass 
thron^'li  the  sound  on  their  way  to  ('abba<,'i*  lilull"  with  tlieir  steunicr. 
The  permits  ixppearto  autfiorizethe  parties  to  bring  oul  cotton  from 
an  open  port,  and  ]>rovide  that  there  shall  be  no  violuti(jn  of  any 
IjloeUafli^  line.  They  do  not  warrant  them  to  proceed  within  the 
bloiUaded  lines  or  into  blockiuicd  watei's  t<»  effe<*t  their  obj('it.  They 
sliould  nut,  therefore,  bo  pcimitted  to  pass  beyond  such  lines  or  into 
Buch  waters. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahloren, 

(Jojitntafuliny  Sffuth  At/untw  Bhx:kadtmj  Sqiutdron, 


Dtvtri^ndiofi  of'tfcMch  of  t/w  South  AtUiutlc  Jilffckndintj  Sf/u4idron^ 
'  Fei^ruftry  1%  2SG5. 


AcH(4a.. 
Adgvr . . 


*Ai1«iiu 

Allen 

Aiiikninttiiii. 

Arfitii>«« 

Azh)i-a 

*Brm!U 


No.  of 

gUIUL 


ClMlL 


Sldr-wliri'I 
Moainer 

8lilp 

Bark 

ftmwiiii; 

do 

do 

Sv  hfHiucr. 


■Sftlllnir  veaKla. 


Oommmrtlng  aftoat. 


Actir.  3Iaf•Il^^  J'm.  R.  .\nn*»  

Coimlr,  Till*.  H.  ruiKTMHi    .. .- 

Act*  Vol.  Ijeiil.  A.  Phirinry  . ,. 

AriR   MhwIit  I,  A   IVniicll .. 

At'lu    Kii«i(iii  W   K   V*%K... 

ACIK    Kli"(Kii  J    V  entilt    

Ai'tit    .Mii*liT  F.  \V    KIMnr 

Actg.  Mufrkr  W.  p.  BcrtdiQK...- 


PnacbiduiyoriiAilon. 


Off  ChHrk'Hinn. 

IVKl  KoirBl,rfiiiUri»«. 

Off  rtmrleMiim. 
(Iff  SI  Simon'*. 
OtreiiarkHiUiii, 
l-nri  Knyiil 
Off  criiarliMUiu. 
Do. 


t  HowltoeiB. 
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/Kafnftnfion  of  vemaA»  (j/"  Xht  i^ntOt  Athntic  Rhckmlxug  Stpuidmn,  Ffbnutry  JS,  IJtdS — 

Contiuucd. 


I 


•Brulllcn 

Illant 

Cumbcidrc 

■  'nnATtHKlgtu . . . . 

CHiiunlcuii. ...... 

CftaarroD 

ditnliA , 

('Am4?iia 

*'nrti]ilii>n  ....... 

n^Mfer 

(.'lixlluuu  ....... 

•ChUBlMfa. . 

DwideUoQ. ...... 

DmtladU 

I'M 

rUmtiMU 

FVnunHIn* 

Uvnuiluu  .....J. 

•<U>iniihok 

•ilnitlotibt 

Hiriflllh 

ti.  W.  Kodffvn.. 
Home 

lUrmt  Moon... 

BvdfmtiCM 

lluutrhUfo 

H*lc 

•Hope 

Iito 

JcNMIlll 

Jiiotiiia 

r^ukill 

L*-Jilt{li 

■.^■ItillU. .....„,, 

Uiiiiiniuni  ...4.. 
UKiufpur ........ 

*LlKlitiiliiK 

Muhniwp 

Mimlauk 

MiftxiulniKik  ..... 
MIoKOi.. 

Moblcui 

Ufl>imi>i]xti 

Mfni[ihlM 

M«rtff)iiini 

Nnniui'lEcl 

Saliiuit 

SIlHlc.      

Sfw  lUiniMhln.'. 

Nurwl'li 

.NorMk  t^koi.. 

intawft ... 

urrriia 

IVMali' 

l%iwiior 

I'OlllllU' 

I'libnuMlui  ....... 

I'Mlailelphtft.... 


No.  of 


g 


1ft 


K 


C\mm, 


CoiiuiuitKliiiir  offiver. 


Buk Actc.  MMlorW.  T.  OUIoplu... 

BchnoTipr Aetjr.  EnHlgn  (Joo.  (1 .  Conbt 


o 


Scrt-wiiliiop. .. 

Monitor 

Kldc-whecl 
gtiDtMJat. 

Screw  lujE.... 

Ao. ....... 

Oo 

do 

Bldw-whuel 
but. 

Brboonrr 

Bcfow  tug 

8l)le-wlif!el 

i»ir. 

Screw 

do 

8*rk 

Slde-wheol 
tug. 

Bark 

Sorcw  tug.... 
HururHch'r.. 

t^huitiicr 

8cn:W  •il4.-«ui- 

IT,  llU«|llt«J. 

81d(}-w)iL*el 

MemDer. 
SorewtUK  — 

Bark 

SonwMeninvr 
Sohnowr 

8creir  tiiK  . . . . 
do 

Screw  Bloup .. 

Monitor 
do.. 

firrcw  Ktcamcr 

Srn'w  lUff 

do 

Sell  onit  u  r 
<tun<UT). 

Monllor 

do 

.....do 

Slrie-whcel 

Kiinbuit. 
Sltcw  iloop  . . 

Bld«-wheel 

ffUubtutL 

BcbooU'.T 

Monitor 

do 

^trvrvutilinal 

Sriiri'  snl|i  .... 

MartATMrtitxin 

ar, 
6c-rvwrtt]nb<«l 
BchoDUer, 

fitdfvff. 
Smfir  tiiK  . . . 

Monitor 

8crf>W  •lnn|i  . 
Sldc-w  )icvl 

Brrt-w  utt-nmer 
Hldi'-vrhL'i-I 

Bt«Amcr. 
Slde-wbvol 

tiiK. 
HuttaraclirMiii 

or. 
Brig 


Comdr.  N.  B.  Harritwn 

Lt  Comdr.  (f.  K.  Ik^lkiiup 

(.'-omdr.  E.  Thump#«>n 

Acts.  Eiihien  A.  K.  Noyn 

Art*.  EtiKign  Ii,  H,  Hiiwe« , 

Actf.  Kiii>ijcii  ^'m.  Buyd 

Actc.  KMiuw  B.  Miu-hell 

Aitg.    MttfritrfH    MMti!  Geo.    W. 
Port. 

Actir.  MAAtcr  W   I..  Bowers 

Actg.  Eniii^ii  (i.  W.  Willluiu.. 
ActfT.  MaKlLT  \\.  II.  MaIImiI  ... 

Comdr.  J .  C.  Wlllliimaon 

AuliT.  Vol.  Utul.  E.  Cnvuikdy.. 

Actg.  MMlor  U-Wii  VftsK 

Avtir.  KUHtgu  liurid  Lc« 

Artg.  Hojitpr.!.  V.  WlnrhMitPr.. 

Acig.  Kuflgn  N.  BoiiKtiu-n 

Actj(.  MwUT  J;!*.  )i|rilii(^- 

Aut^.  M«i>tt!r  L.  ().  fliDcrKnii  — 
Actg.  MaHvr  U«iij.  Dyer 

Aclg.  Muter  J.  K.  OroAt'y 

Actff.  HutvrC.  W.  Rocent 

A**l«.  H««t«r  K.  <i.  FiirU'r 

Aflg.  MVU I  r.  F.  Mltrliull 

Act«.  Vol.  l.lviit. W.  L.  t riiiinln! I 

Actg.  MiwU'r  J.  E.  Ht Irknt'jr 

Arty.  Kitxlrn  CUiun.  H.  HaiMiii. . 

Coujiir.J.J.  Aliuy 

Llpiit.r'nindr.  K.  Biirrelt 

Uctil.  Comdr.  A..^.S4innic* 

AclK.  Vol.  Lk'iii.  H.  H.Kwitnti.    . 

Ai-lir.  KtialKU  Htiirut^  1  VlUt-r 

Actg.  KtuiKii  Wui.  Nvl.-4ur) 


UeitL  romdf.  A.  W.  WeaTar. . 
Urut.  Comdr.  E.  E.  Bimio 

Com«!r.R.<:.  Pnnolt 

Oamdr.J.B.CrclxhUm 

Comdr.  tianel.  Ammcn 

Lien  I.  Ccimdr.  A.  F.  ('roMnaii . 

Acttr.  U«»ti>r  R.  O.  rntlr>rNi>ii 
Ai'Uf.  Mn^lvr  Jiihn  Colliiw   ., 
Ufiit.Cmiulr.  It.  IMtL^wl* . 
l.U>iil.C(iradr.  W.  K.  .Mnyo... 
Ufiil.  Coindr  F.  W.  Hiiir>  . 

Cdlndr.  Will.  Ki'Vliotds 

.\t\)i.  Ma-lvr  W,  II,  tivWulf  ., 
A«;lit.Mm.UT  U.  W.  Wuod 

UtfOt.  (Vmidr.  I  fitillwoll.... 
Actii.MuHU'f  Wui.  hlilca.  ... 

Att«  Miwur  R.  f.  Walter  .  .. 
Lli^ut.rjtitidr.K.  W.Scott.... 

Cnmdr.C.  B  Bnlrh   

Lleni.  Cuiuilr.  H.  B,  l.uce 

ArlR.MiintLT  r  M.MoniCll    .. 
Arttt.  MtmU-r  U.H.  Avi-ry 

Ai'tg.  Kii^-fgn '' Uiic'vo  

Artg.MiUtc-rU.IMIeatli 

Ariff.  Master  B.N.  Preunmn  .. 


Pruaealdolynrtrtjtttuu. 


Su  Andnsw'L 
Bpvolal  diitf,  diveni. 
Off  Clmrleiitan. 
Bt.  Helena. 
Off  CluirlMilon. 
l*ort  K«yal- 

OITChurlenUin. 

Ik.. 
Port  lUiyal. 
niapaicb. 
Hort  Itoyal. 

BuHk  Bay. 

l*(>rt  koyal. 

]»o. 

Kivt^,  *[>ii<lii1  duly 
OI!  ClinrVvilun. 

81.  rmlu-rtne'i!. 
BiUr*  Bay. 

l^iTt  Ibiyikl. 
Off  Cbaritxton. 
WoMkw  Sotmd. 
OMwimw  Hound. 
0(T  ciiftrliTiioii. 

Hu>no 

Off  Charlptilnii 
l-urt  l^.val. 

St  Jolin'3  River. 
Siivnnnitti  River,  dtr- 
cm. 

tJiT  Cliarluloii. 

I>u. 

1>0. 
Btono. 
KajwIo. 
im<'liiirleH(tm. 

rm. 

Wn-wrlW. 

(Iff  I'lmrk'Nttin. 
Norfli  Allttnllr'8t|iiad- 

rrm, 
OIKilmrlcMion. 
UvtitKelowa. 

i>BalNiw. 

stonu 

I'ljrt  Koy»l- 

IK> 
oftciiftrlifion 

IX.. 
UvtsnuUivit. 

l*iirt  Koyal. 
Ht.  John's. 
Uwnbaw. 

Ball'H  llM.v. 
Off  <'tiflrie»loti 

Pon  Royal. 

Ikj. 
B*iiilli  KtMstUt 
Bavannali  Kivi^r, 

OffCharlenion. 

Stono. 

Port  Koyal. 

OMibaw. 

Kenmndina. 


*BalUDK  V49Bela. 


tEowttam. 


a4H 
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hittriimtum  of  vrnsftn  of  the  Sauih  Atlantic  ntix-ltnlittif  StjKa*irony  Pt^hntary  J6,  ISSS — 

Continual. 


•Percy  Dnrlon . 
•lUwr 

Suifpuiuni 

SuDonuL 

*8t.U>uU 

SUtt'  itrueurKlii. 

*i^rui*itrM 

ShmmmitiHli 

8uulli  CHnilltiu.. 

KiitlfoKl  

yietliii 

sww!  Brlrr 

•Dkii  Bmllh 

•Swtlt 

TloDndenifpi 

TllMTIUXint 

•Thiintlcr 

*Vftlpiindna 

WtMUUkDD  .... 

WiiKina 

WutuHUtta 

Wrttido 

C.P.WtlHlMIMI... 

Wildcat 

W«rd 


No.  of 
funs. 


OImb. 


■a 


Oonunkndliijf  ofllecr. 


'  P  rewn  t  d  uty  or  BUit!i3n . 


Sloop  (leader) 
Moruritcbitnn- 
t'f. 

Uonltitr 

,  dlde-wlteel 

I       EUtltMJat. 

j  Ship 

SltlL'-whc'C'l 
'      stonmcr, 

SUIl 

Srrtrwult-Hip... 
ScTewMtwiinT 

do 

do 

Srrew  uiK 

HorUrH-hf  Min- 
or. 

Tender 

SiTew  slut)p  . . 

ila 

TetirtcT 

HwplUl 

ScrcwgantKMi 

do 

Berew  ■tettinci 
8lde>wheel 

sUiMxaee. 
Uortdrscboon- 

er. 

Teudi-r 

8ch<iotier, 

ordnanitv. 


Art^.  Mftfll^r  R.0  Manm 

Lieut.  Coiuilf.  J.  YounK 

Lleiit.  Cnmdr  T.S.  FllU'bmwii  . . 

C*»nii1r.*;.  H.  IT<-Iile 

C<iiud r.  Pttbtufl  Stan ly 

A<LtK.  Vol.  Lli>ut.  Comdr.  C.  K. 
BnKllicad. 


North  miftio. 

OlT  Charleirtmi. 
Ku\r*  Bay. 

North  Jjllstn. 
Bnirii  UHy. 


Capl  I).  B.  Ridgi'Iy 

AeTB.Vol.  I.ii'ul  W  W.KvnnliKih. 

AotR.  MrtKlfT  Z.  Ki'ininon 

Ac-l|:.Vi)l.  I,H;iii.<-'..I.Vrtn  AlBClnc 

Arte  Ma.«l*rr  \\.  Ili\ilfy 

ActK-  Mmitur  H.  Van  Vourhis 


Capi.  C.  «<>edm»n 

Ctmidr.J.  M,  Fmil^y 

Act;*.  Ma*UT  tl.  ^:.  Blniit'hHrd  . 
Lieut,  roimlr  A.  W.  lohnwin  . , 

Ui!Ul. Cnindr.  W.  IJ .  Diirtn 

Ai!t((.  Ma^UT  <*  W.  I.c« , 

Aclir.HanerK.T.KItiff , 

Ai'ig.  Miuter  u,  W.  hirlter 

Aaii'.MaMe'r'iiM'WymiiV..... 


Ih'biry. 

Bull'x  Buy. 

OlT  rtwrln^oii. 

Sntiplv  veMwI. 

SI.  HeV-mu 

IMri  Knyiil,n'(Mlrlu(;. 

Hit  mo. 

lV>rt  Kuyal.  K|HUrtDs 

r>rt. 

I   Piirt  lUiyHl.rPiMlriliK. 
I'lirt  itoydl, 
Mnno. 

SKiih  IfdlHUt. 
onchBrk-sUin. 
Do 

gt<mo. 

St  Helena 
Ught-HiiitM  Inlet. 


*  StOlUig  rcweU. 


1  Howltzcra. 


Report  of  Actin(f  Kruti^i  Oentti%  U,  S.  XavjK  (^/ntn(t7idrng  U.  S.  S, 
Ltihumutn^  rtydn/i/ii/  thu  reception  tm  htHinl  that  xv-nwl  of  t/nf^Jrom 
(hfi  atrandeil  iZtwkade  runn-ei'  Sylp/i. 

U.  S.  Tug  Laburnum, 
Of  Vkarleattm.  Ft^hruary  Jo,  18G6, 

Siu:  I  hnvo  the  honor  1o  niiiko  tho  followin^^  n']j<>rt: 
At  "1  o'clock  this  morning,  while  i\iAn\i  pirkct  (inty  on  the  advEinco, 
diKcoveri'd  u  Ixmt  coiiiiti*^  from  SuMiviin's  I.slaiiH  with  7  inrii  \\\  her. 
Haih'd  her  anU  took  them  on  hoiinl.  Thcv  ro|>riit  thoniselvcs  from 
the  blockade  rnnnei'  Sytph^  which  nin  on  wLore  on  SuUivan's  Island 
OD  the  cveaiug  befoi-e  while  atlenii)tiiii^  to  run  the  fjlockade  out  of 
Charleston. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  thoir  nanic>:  K<]ward  Manner,  mate;  O. 

W.  Ce«.sell,  Kremh;   Charles   Kelly,  T,  McMariner,   —  White, 

Sherry,  soldiers;  M.  Harhy,  escaped  prisoner. 

Very  reHi*ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Captain  <i,  II,  Stott, 

St-'iii'tr  <fJitcroff  C/ntr/^Mt/m. 


S.  Crntbr, 
Acting  £Jrt«i^Hy  Vmnmatidhtt^, 
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f/f  R*ur-Adiiitrui  Ihthfumt^  (. ,  .S.  I^ttry^  tv  Vmnmonder  HaU'h^ 
f.  S.  lA^/y-y,  lutififfunnlhuj  r.  H.  S.  Pmpntf^  for  tt  i?f//if)ii<fntfioft  in 
/^-  Kdiaf/)  Rli^er. 

Fla«-Steamek  Uakvest  Moon. 

Buirf(  Buy,  S.  a,  Fef^ruory  J6,  1866. 
Sir:  You  will  prtK-ced  with  the  Pawnee  to  South  Edisto. 
I  am  iiif«»nM('<l  Ny  (Jcii^ral  (lillmore  that  (ieiuiral  Hatch  was  on  the 
Cornbahee  on  the  14th  with  itrders  to  push  forward  to  iMlisto,  and  tliat 
a  naval  drinnnstration  up  tht?  Edisto  would  aid  him.  and  jnijrht  opt-n 
ronuiuniii-atiiiti  with  him  if  made  on  the  I5tli  (vr  Kith,  (ieneral  IIttt«h 
will  try  to  reach  tTaeksouvilh;  [Jafksonboro,  S.  C|  and  WillHtowii. 

Your  object  will  be  to  make  y»<'li  dem<»ustr:ition  a.s  may  be  in  your 
power.  The  MrJPo/unnih  is  ordered  lo  the  South  Edisto,  and  you  will 
w.  followed  by  one  of  tne  gunboats  now  here,  and  some  tug. 

IxK)kout  for  toriM^docH  and  feel  your  way  can-fully  u])  the  river. 
Keep  me  informed  of  your  progress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obediout  servant, 

J.  A.  Dauuiren, 
RfarAdintrdf^  Cinmhj.  South  Atlantic  Bluckadmg  S^uad^'on* 

Commander  Okoikjk  B.  Haixih, 

Commandinf/  fj.  S*  S,  Ihwnm. 


(hdff  of  Rt^r-Admhtd  Dahl'^reii,    U.    «S'.    titmy^  t^t  Captain   Siooft, 
U,  S,  Nat*y,  hi  vt&e  of  the  ex^tect-^l  emff\mtioii  of  CmrfeAton.. 

Flacjship  Harvest  Moon, 

St.<,no,  Ffffrunry  17^  1800. 

Sir:  There  arc  rumors  in  eireulntion  that  the  rnljel.s  are  about  to 
evacuate  Charleston,  and  I  have  a  tele^^ram  from  the  headtiuartei*H, 
Morris  Island,  Htatiiijjj  that  the  rebel  telegrams  (intereept.e<l)  indiewted 
prp|}arations  for  su<h  an  event. 

When  the  N>i}oin(  eome.s  here,  you  will  still  have  in  CharleHton 
Koadu  six  nionitors.  itne  of  which  is  doulde-turreted. 

I  de.sire.  therefore,  that  the  niovi'ineiits  of  tlie  rebels  ut  all  jwints  of 
the  harbor  shall  Vie  closely  and  vijj^ilantly  watched,  and  that  measures 
l»e  immediati'ly  taken  ti>  iipprise  ine  by  si^fnal  (tf  tlie  Hrst  appeamneO 
of  any  aband<»nmeiit  uf  tlie,  city  or  harbor  di'fenses. 

It  may  l>e  advisable,  to  draw  the  tire  of  Moultrie  oicasioually,  in  <frder 
to  verify  the  condition  of  thinjfs  there.  This  may  Ije  done  at  suQicitmt 
intervals  by  the  monltoi'  on  picket  at  the  advance  statiou,  wbieh.  by 
order,-  is  !i,3*X>  yar<ts  distant. 

The  fioats  must  In-  very  alert  in  obsen-ing-  the  rebels,  and  <nie  or 
two  should  pull  uut  fi-om  the  island  between  Johnson  mid  Snniter. 
Very  res|>ectfully,  ytmr  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.   I)Ainj.^REN, 

Raur-Adm  IrtU. 
Captain  Scorr, 

Sifimr  Offici^'^  etc. 


\ 
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(Ml^r  of  Rear-A(hair(tl  Daldgren^  U.   S.  x^avy^  to  Captain  Scott ^ 
U.  /S.  jVrivy,  U>  opt^ji  fire  ujxm  SidHijatC^  Maim, 

FLAQSHir  Harvkht  Moon, 

FoUy  River,  Fehrmry  17,  I860. 
Sir:  You  will  direct  the  naval  l)attery  of  Xl-inch  ffuns  on  Morris 
Island  to  open  on  Sullivan's  Island,  directing  at  least  half  the  tire  to 
the  bridge  from  Sullivan's  Island  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

The  firing  should  1^  deliberate,  say  a  shot  every  five  minutes  from 
the  battery. 
To  cease  or  continue  or  fire  faster,  as  circumstances  may  require. 
It  may  be  well  to  fire  occasionally  on  Fort  Johnson,  if  the  guns  will 
l>ear. 

The  general  is  under  the  impression  that  the  rebels  are  about  to 
evacuate,  and  that  they  may  begin  to-ni^ht. 

I  had  intended  to  come  around,  but  it  is  reported  as  Idowing  a  gale, 
and  too  rough  on  the  bar  for  my  steamer. 

Say  to  the  commanding  officer  on  Morris  Island  that  the  naval  Jwit- 
tery  opens  by  arninffenient  with  General  S. 
very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Daiiloren, 

Rear-  Admmrl. 
Captain  Scott, 

Senior  Officei', 

The  state  of  the  weather  must  control  the  use  of  the  irionitors.     Do 
not  push  them  up  to  fire,  if  they  ought  to  be  down. 


Mem fyramhmi  from  Rem'-Athniral  Dahhjren^  U.  S.  Navy^  forLie^u- 
tenant'Vominaiuh-r  Semme^,  IJ.  S.  Xary^in  view  of  the  anticipated 
nhtindonmettt  ofjamev  Island  hy  the  Om federate  fircet*. 

Stono,  FeJ/rnary  17, 

The  general  anticipates  the  abandonment  of  James  Island  bj'  the 
rebels,  and  will  feel  them  strongly  to-night  on  the  line  from  the  Btono 
toward  Heceshville  [SeccssionviUe]. 

It  is  desirable  that  a  fire  from  the  vessels  shall  assist  by  <*overing 
the  Hanks  of  his  force. 

The  Lvhitjh,  Wixnahit^kou,  and  the  mortar  schoijner  will  operat4i 
from  the  Stono  at  a  jjosition  about  that  to  which  the  Li'hitjh  advanced 
a  few  days  since. 

The  Slelhmomjh  will  join  the  mortar  s<'}iof)ner  in  tho  bran<*h  of  the 
Folly  River,  near  our  position  on  (Jole's  Island,  so  as  to  reach  Se<*esh- 
ville  at  long  range,  and  cover  our  right  fiank,  the  hitter  bring  the 
main  purpose. 

If  tne  goneral  finds  James  Island  eviu'uatcd,  he  is  to  signal  to  the 
Charleston  v(\ss<'ls  inside. 

I  exp<'ct  to  leave  for  Charleston  Itoads,  where  keep  mo  informed. 
Very  respectfull}-, 

J.  A.    DAIITiOKKN, 

Rmr- Admiral, 
[Lieutenant- Conmiander  Semmes.] 
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X^hf't  of  Actinif   MitHffT  JoHrit^  I.'.    S.    ^V(/v>y,  ftf/firftftn//f'Tii/  U,    S,  A'. 
Actict'Uj  mjardimj  fht  v/ume  of  <t  Hteniner  ojf  Charitatou. 

IJ.  S.  S.  AoAaA, 

Off  VharhsUm,  February  77,  iSG5. 

Sm:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  at  ainhor  la«t  oviMiing, 
nliout  0:30  p.  ni..  in  Hi  futhoiiis.  with  the  wivtk  of  the  fLntxttinmc 
Ijearing  8.  \\y  W.,  the.  north  Imoy  i>ii  Iliittlrsnake  Shoal  N.  K.  by  N. 
!  inih%  1  iliscDvercd  a  large  steaniiT,  distant  al»out  1,21(0  yarcin,  apimr- 
ently  rovpring  our  bows,  we  heading  at  the  time  S.  by  W.  I  dial- 
lenged  hiru,  but  received  no  reply.  I  Hlipjwd  and  hIcmxI  toward  liini, 
antlat  the  sjinie  time  Hred  niy  forward  pivot  3(i-pounder  at  him,  the 
shell  striking  and  passing  through  him.  I  thej»  oiK*ned  on  him  with 
every  gun  I  could  bring  to  boar,  but  failed  to  disable  him.  I  con- 
tinued the  ehasr  until  1 1  p.  iii.  He  being  out  of  sight,  I  gave  up  the 
chiisic  and  went  Iwek  to  my  station  and  ancliored  at  12:30  a.  m. 

The  foUowing  is  the  amount  of  aininiuiition  expended  during  the 
chase:  30-pounder  Tarrott,  5  34-secoud  shell;  Dailgren  12-pounder 
rilU',  1  3-serond  shf  I!. 

I  have  al.so  to  re|K)rt  llmt  in  punlia^ing  th<'  anchor  that  I  slipped, 
the  buoy  rope  parted  and   I    luive  ils  yet  hern  unabtr   let  lind  it,  but 
ahall  drag  for  it  again  to-nii^lit  on  the  first  favonl^^Ie  oppoitunity. 
I  am,  very  rehpectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.   K.  JoNKS, 

Actimj  }fitj^trr^  Voifunajidln^  l\  *S'.  S.  Acacia. 

Bear-Admii-al  John  A.  Daiiixjkkn, 

Comvtandmtf  Sontk  At/atitic  Biorhiduuj  Sijuadnm. 


[TelPffTiim.J 

Ki.A(isinr  IIakvkst  Modn^ 
lithilVinu  UfK(dM,  i%triaftuu  IhubtH-^  J*y>i'mn'ij  IS^  1865. 
(Received  7  p.  u».,  Felmiarv  SfO,  via  Fort  Monroe.  Va.) 
Sin:  CharlestA)n  was  abandoned  this  morning  by  the  reliels.     1  am 
now  on  my  way  to  the  city,  antl  ba\e  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  re.spectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

J.  A.  Daiiu;ren, 

Rmr-AdmirtiL 

Hon.  GlUEON    WKl.LliS, 

Se<retit/y  oft/u-  Naoy-  \ 


[T^lejfnini.] 

FoRTRKsa  MoNiniR,  Va.,  Febru'tnj  ^(K  28(j''>—(j p.  m. 

Siu:  I  have  till'  b<]iMU*  to  I'eport  my  arrival  at  Fortress  Monroe  on 
the  U.  S.  S.  Slot*  ff  Gt'wHfio,  Lieutenant  MariK-y  in  ronuimnd,  with 
dis|)atehes  from  Admiral  Dahlgren.  Having  forwarded  tfie  dts|«iteh, 
my  orders  are  to  return  to  I'harleston  as  soon  as  the  ship  ran  coal, 
unless  the  Dcpiirtment  directs  otherwine.  Awaiting  further  orders 
from  the  Deiwirtment, 

1  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  respertfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  OUVII.I.K    MATniKW**, 

Liruf^auint-  Cmmnandet*  and  Aid  to  Adrntrttl. 

Hon.  GiDKoN  Wki.i.ks, 

Sticretiity  of  the  Nmsy. 
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Ht'jHtff  of  Rttir- A*l lit > rtil   Diihhjnn^    U.    S.    Navy^    uumnmcin{f  the 
f'iftu'u/Uf07i  of  Chnrl-eMtfn. 

Flaoshit  Harvest  Moon, 
City  of  Chtirl'Kif'U,  Ff-fynianj  /.V,  !SG5. 

Siu:  1  lift v«  al read V  st'tit  you  u  l»ricf  (tLsiwU'h  I >y  Captain  Matlhews 
with  tidiugH  of  the  aWndoniueiit  of  this  place  by  the  rebels. 

Ah  the  rnlton  is  annouiieed  ofl"  the  Imr.  I  ■><i>ni\  thin  brief  aiiiiouiire- 
ojeiit  of  what  lias  occurred. 

Not  a  shot  wa-s  fired  for  the  place,  not  a  blow  slnu'k. 

I  will  re]x>rt  uiore  fully  to  the  Department  as  soon  as  the  varioua 
particulars  leach  uie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  roapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.    I)Am-OREN, 

Rea.r-Adimrol.f  Comdg.  South  AtlmUir  Bhtckading  St/uadrmt. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ofth^  Navy, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  DaJtIyi'eny  If,  S.  AWy,  to  Rear- Admiral 

Porter,  U.  S,  Nar*y^  regarding  t/te  occupation  of  Charleston  hy  the 

UniAjn  ftfrcm, 

Flao-Steameu  IIauveht  Moon, 
Of  the  City  'if  C/iAirUtim,  Fefmuiry  IS,  1806. 

My  i>EAR  1*orter:  Your  very  acceptable  letter  of  the  28th  rlanuary 
reached  nio  duly,  and  w&s  very  tjratityinj^. 

In  return  you  will  see  by  the  aatx;  of  this  that  the  navy's  oe^rupatton 
has  tjiven  this  pride  of  rebeldoui  to  the  Union  flaj^,  and  thus  the  rebel- 
lion is  shut  out  from  the  ticesui  and  foreifjn  Hvmimthy. 

They  went  from  it  iinhi'ruhlcd  by  a  shot,  unci  to-day  1  quietly  .steamed 
up  to  the  wharves  and  walked  throu^di  the  town. 

(Jonformablv  to  the  orders  of  the  Department,  1  am  to  send  you 
monitor.'*  of  the  Passaic  clotiti;  one  1  have  already  sent  you;  anothBr 
will  leave  soot. 

I  have  jiust walked  over  the  city;  every  house  shut  up;  the  few  jx*r- 
sons  in  the  streets  were  foreigners  and  negroes. 

As  they  have  made  their  beds,  so  let  them  lie. 

General  Sherman  de-sire;*  me  to  let  you  know  that  I  had  heard  from 
him.  He  wa>  at  Midway  on  the  7tb  February,  10  miles  east  of  Hranch- 
ville,  and    the  evacuation  of  Charleston    snows  that   he  must   have 

Sresseil  them  very  hard  Hinue,  in  advance  on  some  pwint  that  they 
pemed  vital. 
Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  his  disput*'h*  as  deciphered. 
At   Georj^etown   I   have   tAvo   gunlK)ats   inside   and    the    7)iJ*rfify>ra 
outside. 

You  have  indeed  struck  a  glorious  blow  at  Wilmington,  and  no  one 
will  rejoice  more  in  your  having  done  so  than  mvself. 
With  my  liest  wishes,  I  am,  most  truly,  yours, 

J.    A.    DAriUJREN, 

li  til  r  Admiral,  Comdy.  South  All  ant  i<^  Blockading  Squadron, 

ltt»ttr*Adnnral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Vomnuiiiding  North  Atl<tntic  Squadron, 


SniTH    ATLANTIC    RLOCKADINO    S<>lTja}RON. 


351 


f^rati&fts  in  the  St^^uv  Jitfi^, 

U.  S.  S.  Lehioh. 
Stojw  Rhwr^  Smith  Ca/f^trm^  FSntonj  IS^  1S65. 

Sir:  At  dusk  yfj*U*rday  I  took  position  to  cover  our  troops,  ut  the 
iDniue  time  U^uin^  cUreotioiiK  as  to  station  and  dirtM*tion  of  bre  to  the 
other  ve.-welH,  in  acrordain'*^  with  ineniomnduni  furnished  by  y<turs*'lf. 

A  steudy  Hrr  wns  kent  up  from  tlu*  Wt'jvtf(/tnJi'f?n  and  this  vessel  from 
t<  p.  m.  to  2  R.  m.  in  this  river.  I  have  not  heard  fr(»m  the  McDou- 
€tMgh  and  Dan  Smith  yet.  The  schooner  <\  I\  WiUiums^  unforlu- 
nate])'.  grounded  iiml  eould  not  Iw  gotten  into  range.  A  sharp  arlillcry 
fire  was  yoing^  on  on  rTanu's  l.slana  durinj^  this  time.  At  daylight  tliis 
morninjf,  iM^ing-  in  want  of  annnunition,  1  went  down  to  Folly  Hiv«'r, 
and  whilst  theit?  called  on  hoard  the  Ilaif^rJtt  Mcfoti  to  report  to  you 
verbally  what  came  under  my  observation  durin|f  tln^  riiijnt.  Whilst 
there,  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  sent  me  word  of  the  evacuation 
of  James  Island,  which  I  immediat«Jy  ordered  the  oHicer  to  report  to 
you. 

Shortly  after  yon  left  for  Charleston  I  again  went  up  the  Stono  in 
my  l>oat  to  the  IT^^rt/f/cXy^?*.  directed  that  vessel  and  tlie  f,  P,  W7/- 
HntnuU^  lie  niove<i  farther  up.  an»l  lh*'n  pushed  on  in  niv  boat  to  Fort 
Pringle.  then  in  possession  of  our  troopy.  Battery  Tynes  and  the 
other  l^mtteries  on  .lohn's  Island  had  been  almndoned  by  the  rebels. 
Pringle  luounts  seven  bona  tide  guns,  VI  and  VIII  inch  smoothbores, 
old  32s  and  4l2s  rilled,  and  one  X-inch.  A  small  earthwork  on  its  left 
hiid  two  3'is  and  a  mortar.  The  usual  ciuantity  of  projectiles  kept 
ready  in  fortiliiiiti<ms  for  a  day's  work  were  found  hy  the  guns. 
The  powder  was  tlestroved  by  throAving  it  intt>  mud  jiuddlcs.  The 
gun  eipiipnirnts  generally  wei"e  left  ready  for  use.  I  was  infornuHt 
by  an  orderly  sergeant  of  the  U.  S.  Colortnl  Troops  that  seventy  tor- 
pi'does  had  Im_'i'ii  planted  in  the  channel.  Hoat**  are  now  <mt  dragging 
For  them,  so  as  to  clear  the  channel  in  case  we  should  want  to  use 
this  river. 

The  Xahanf  arrived  this  afternoon  and  her  commander  has  reported 
on  board. 

Ammunition  expended  la.'^t  night:  150-pounder  Schonkle  percussion 
shell,  15;  Hl-pound  charges,  15;  12- jmunder  Hotchkiss  percussion  shell, 
4t);  i^-ix)unaer  Schenklc  percussion  shell.  2;  i3-ouuce  charges  (rF 
howitzer),  42:  cannon  primers,  50. 

Fihnutnj  A9.  —  Roats  sticceeded  in  picking  up  three  t<tr}>edoeH  last 
night.  More  were  found,  but  not  landed;  four  were  <'uught  at  oinitinnr, 
two  of  them  landed  and  one  exploded.  They  are  made  of  wtxxl,  with 
two  fuzes,  and  contain  each  about  one-fourth  of  a  Hour  barrel  of  powder. 

1  will  leave  the  JVahattt  and  twn  mortar  .ichooners  to  clear  tlie  chan- 
nel lo-Fort  I'ringle.  These  torpedoes  were  found  in  the  bi-nd  whei-e 
ihe  wooden  vessels  tired  from  last  sununer,  aliout  40(i  yards  from  my 
present  anchorage.  I  nnlostded  one  on  deck,  the  powder  and  fuzes  of 
which  were  perfect.  They  were  aiK-hnred  with  mushroom  anchoi*s. 
1  will  .send  the  }fcDimoti*jh  to  Stmlli  Kdisto  us  soon  as  possible. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  s«*vant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutenant- C&mraaiider^  Sminr  (fjjii'er. 


ion     . 

iflia 


Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiii^oken,  V .  S.  ^ivvy, 
i'*f/umitmihi4j  South  ^\fhtntir  Bhn:l:<td't: 
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lit'pffrt  of  licar-Admiml  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Nmvj^  tranfrmttthi(jTe}x*rii( 
rtyftniiui/  the  atpturt;  of  (hf.  »Uin$uff  Syrcn^  oy'  CharlmUm^  reifrnanj 
28,  1865'. 

No.  73.J  Flag-Stkamku  I*nii.Ai»Ri.rinA, 

CharU'^tou^  S.  <'..  yjn'nary  ^J^  ISGo. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  reports  of  the  capture  in  Charleston  Harbor 
of  the  Moekade  runner  Otjrcnr^  or  St/rtii.  prize  to  tlie  irludiohftt  and 
oth*'rrt,  (HI  th(»  ISth  diiy  <>f  Felirnury  instant. 

I  have  directed  Acting  Ma.ster  .J.  E.  Jones  to  proceed  to  Boston  with 
thf  i)riz«?  for  adjudieation. 
I  nave  the  honor  to  ho,  very  rctiiMJctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Damlgukn, 
Rear- Admiral,  Carndij.  Snuth  Atlantic  lilockading  Sfjuiuir^m. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  'f  the  ^nnj^  Wanhlngtmi,  D,  C\ 

(BnHraqiro*.] 

U.  S,  S.  GiJinioLUs, 
C/iarl^jfton  Ihrbftr,  S.  C,  F>hrimnj  IS,  ISG6. 
Sir:  I  wotild  nio,«it  respei-tfiilly  «ul>mit  the  fullowiny  reiwrt  of  the 
seizure  <)f  ihr  blockiid*'  .steamer  St/rt  a  this  foriMHMin  l»y  myself  and 
Ikiat's  rvt'w,  in  ubcdience  to  youi'  instructions.  I  pulled  in  tfu^  diree- 
tion  the  rtteumer  wan  said  to  lie  and  disrovcred  her  on  tire.  I  eot  on 
iM>ard  of  lier  as  soon  as  |x»ssible,  t'i>und  the  Hiinie^  tfaiiiinj:  rapidh',  the 
hutches  broken  open,  and  about  twenty  nejj^roes  t»npiired  in  loudbitr 
their  boats  from  the  cari'o.  With  the  iLssiistjim-e  of  Mr.  Williams, 
third  assistant (Miginet-r,  who  aoronipanied  ino,  I  org"iinizcd  the  netrrocH 
into  a  tire  party  and  .set  tliem  at  work  ])ultini;  out  Ih*-  firi\  which  we 
HUC4'ccded  in  (loinj:;' after  a  whili'.  1  Jil.-io  Imd  tli<?  Imt^-lies  put  c»n  and 
did  ail  in  my  power  to  preserve  the  cartfo  and  vexscl.  1  found  tln^ 
vcKsel  making  water  very  fast,  and  on  cxiimination  the  injection  pi])i*s 
of  tlie  en«,^inc  were  found  to  be  cut.  I  reported  tlic  fact  to  you,  and 
she  was  towed  by  you  into  shoal  water,  wliere  she  now  lies.  Third 
Assistant  Kii<rinecrG.  W.  Heiird  has  succeeded  in  stopping,'  the  leak, 
and  the  pi-ijsiHtet  of  savings  both  vessel  and  ear^o  is  very  favoralile. 
I  ain,  sir,  very  i*e&pectfulh%  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

Syiinky  W.  Hvram, 
Acting  3fafitir*H  Mnte^  U.  S,  S.  (Jiitdiolus. 
Acting  Ensign  Naihu.kon  BouoirroN, 

Cointmuidiufj  C  S.  S.   Qhidiitlvx, 


U.  S.  S.  (iLAinOLUS, 
ChitrftHfnu  ]hirhni\  Fthrunnj  As',  /A'6'J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  thi.s 
vessel  going  up  tt)  Charleston  City: 

At  10:30  1  steamed  ahead  from  Foil  Moultrie  with  two  boats  ahead 
to  feel  the  way,  as  I  had  lieard  that  there  weiv  obstructions  in  the 
channel,  but  went  up  clear.  Arrived  otf  the  city  at  II.  One  of  my 
l>oats  landed  at  Citntle  Pinckney,  hoisted  the  stars  and  stripes,  ami 
brought  oif  a  relwl  Itiig,  the  same  I  sent  to  you. 
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On  poing  ashore  jit  the  tity  I  wa>  inforined  tliat  the  hlockadc  niiiiior 
Si/r<'7i  ran  in  last  ni^lit  and  wan  lyinfr  u|)  tlin  Ashley  River  nrar  the 
bridge.  I  ininiediiitely  went  up  there;  found  hor  on  (ire  and  some  of 
her  pipes  cut  belonofinff  to  her  engine;  she  was  ]5artly  full  of  water. 
I  went  alongside  with  uie  tu>f  and  sent  a  number  of  men  alx>ard  to  put 
the  fire  out  with  thetuif\s  ha^elo  assist.  We  soon  {jot  the  lire  outand 
towed  her  tushore,  as  she  wsis  tillinj;  fast  with  water.  The  engineers 
partly  stopixnl  the  ]jipe.s  from  h-akinj^.  We  went  to  work  to  g-et  the 
water  out  of  her,  there  iM'ing  '.i  ftu^t  in  the  lire  rnom  and  forehold. 

When  I  arrived  alont^si<let»f  her,  Inrnt-s  were  all  around  her  rarrying^ 
away  her  carjjo  as  fast  as  possible,  she  l>einfr  loaded  with  what  is 
termed  a  general  cargo. 

Very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  nervant, 

N.   BoUtJHTON, 
Acting  Ensitjtt.,  Commandinif. 
Rear-Admiml  John  A.  DAin^REN, 

Chmni'Trid'/nj  Soufh  Athmfic  Bhuluidintj  S'/tutdrttu. 
P-  S. — I  took  the  lilterty  to  destroy  all  the  lii^uor  I  found,  aw  my 
men  were  pettinjy  intoxicated. 


Capture  nfth<-:  ttUsarm^  Dmr^  off  Charleston^  F^itary  18^  18S5* 

Baport  of  Rear-Admiral  Dablgron,  TT.  8,  Kavy,  truumitting  roporti. 

No.  77.]  Klao-Steamkic  Phtladkt.piiia, 

ChtrUitton,  S,  r.,  FJ^rtoirt/ -25,  1S65. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  report  of  the  (rapture  in  Charleston  Harbor 
of  the  blockade  riintier  A>/%  prize  to  the  MomulnorhawA  others,  on 
the  l-sili  day  of  Fi'bruary  instant*  I  liave  directed  Lieutenant  R.  S, 
McC'HK>k  to  proceed  to  Boston  with  the  |>ri/.c.  for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  oi»edieut  servant, 

J.  A,   DAIIlAtKEN, 

Reiir-Admii'ul^  Coindg,  South  Atlanlta  Bt</ckadin(j  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Weklbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nwvg, 


B«port  of  lisntetuutt-CoiiunRDder  Balknap,  U.  8.  Kavy,  commaDdlii^  U.  S.  8.  Canonieui. 

U.    S.    S.    CANOKICfS, 

Chixrlt-aton  IJarhi/r\  S.  6'.,  FSmnry  JOj  J805. 

Admiual:  I  have  the  honor  to  re]x>rt  that  at  about  S:30  p.  m.  on 
the  nipht  of  the  Isth  inst^mt,  I  went  on  shore  at  Sullivan's  Island  witi 
i'Uptain   Hurrett,  of  the    CatfikiU^   for  the  rniipose  of  ascertaiidnjj  i 
the  signal   lights  which    had  been   estafdisned   l)y  y«mr  order   werai 
pro|K'rIy  attended  to^  and  to  watch  for  any  runners  that  might  attempt] 
an  entrance  int<)  (tic  Imrlior. 

We  had  beei»  on  sbor»?  not  more  than   lialf  an  hour  when  u  steamer 
was  rc]H>rted  coming  in  ihrcjugli  ^laHill's  Ctiannrl.     We  immediately 
nin  down  to  the  beaeh  and  found  a  steamer  aground  ueuvV^'  ^.Vavw-A. <A 
Fort  licaurcgard.     The  vessel  wftu  ordered  to  feftud  b^  \yaft.V  «»s^ot«&.j 
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whith  .'^ho  did  very  promptly.  Caplairi  Haru-tt  in  tho  meantiine 
jnni]>ed  into  his  j;iir.  pulled  alongside,  hoaixled  and  took.  posBCSsion  of 
tho  strangpr.  whi4Tj  proved  to  >ic  tho  Eln^lish  blockade,  runner  Deer, 
from  N»s.sau. 

As  Hoon  as  the  ninncrn  l»oat  reached  the  Iwat-h,  1  jumped  into  her, 
in  tc»nipany  with  Assistant  Paymaster  Tnttle,  of  the  tVttuX-^Ifl^  and  Mr. 
Mix,  of  the  M»minhf>rl\  nwA  jmllod  for  the  prize,  irottin^r  ulnnijside 
alK>ut  a  minute  after  Captain  IJarrett  hud  taken  |x>sse«sion. 

After  eonmiuniratinf^  with  C'aptjiin  liarrett  1  took  the  CiftiiJkt'/l-M  gig, 
pulled  up  for  this  slun,  and  ordered  tiie  tuj,''  Jont/tul  to ^o  with  me  to 
the  prizi' and  try  and  pull  her  otf  into  the  ehannel.  I  also  took  with 
nm  ('liief  Engineer  D.  R.  Macomb  and  two  of  his  assistants  to  take 
charge  of  the  runner's  engines. 

Our  effort*  to  jyet  the  snip  afloat  that  nicfht  were  unsuccessful,  and 
at  aUiut  5  o'clock  I  left  the  prize,  <.!npt«in  Rurrett  remain  irijr  on  board, 
and  n'turned  to  this  ship.  Mr.  Macomb  and  his  nsMistants  were 
directed  in  remain  on  board  to  perform  any  duty  that  might  be 
required  of  them. 

Very  res]>ectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  K.  Bklknap, 

Lieutenant'  Cmnmander* 

Rear-Admiral,  .Jno.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  /South  Atlantic  BiocJcadi/tg  Sptadron, 


Bflport  of  Licntanuit-Coiiunander  Barrett,  ^S.  8.  Navy,  oommandiiig  U.  8.  S.  Catakill. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskill, 

Off  OhnrlMon,  S.  (".,  Fehnuiry  W,  JS65, 

Sir:  In  oberlience  to  section  5  of  article  ^5  for  the  govemment  of 
the  Navy  of  the  Uidted  States,  I  respectfully  report  that  on  the  night 
of  the  18th  of  February,  ISfJa,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  to  assume 
the  din^ctiou  of  the  blockade  sii^nal  ligbtrf,  to  be  uiade  frouj  the  former 
rebel  steamer.^  on  i5ulli>'an's  Tsland,  I  repaired  an  shore  and  did  so. 

At  y  o'clock,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  same  tught  an  English  blockade 
runner  *'ame  in  and  ran  asliore  off  (.'ohjuel  Hhetl's  late  ueadyuarters. 
1  immediately  bad  my  lH)at  launched  uiid  in  company  of  Acting 
Ensign  FrcderieU  Klliott  repairetl  on  Iniard  and  captured  her.  She 
proved  to  be  the  /Acr,  couimanded  by  Cai)tain  Wyllie,  who  surren- 
dered hi-r.  itMmirking,  "Well,  we  give  it  up;  she  is  your  prize. 
8tnmi,'e  we  did  ndt  smell  the  mt,  as  we  could  not  make  out  your 
signal  on  Fort  Miii'sbatl."  The:  steward,  wiptain,  mat*',  and  passen- 
gers all  asserted  she  was  a  blockade  runuer,  and  only  aske<l  to  have 
their  private  property  respected. 

1  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  captain's  name  is  not  Wyllie,  as  bo 
hesitated  to  tell  it,  and  the  same  hesitation  and  prevarication  were 
observed  on  the  part  of  the  oificers  of  the  vessel. 

A  few  minutes  after  1  reached  the  vessel's  dock  and  she  bad  been 
Burrendered  to  me  by  her  captain,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  E. 
Belknap  and  Assistant  Paymaster  Hoi*ace  V.  Tuttle  came  on  board.  I 
afterwani  saw  Acting  Knsign  Mix,  ('hief  Engineer  Macomb,  and  the 

J)ilot  of  the  f  '/nnjniciM;  there  were  other  officers  on  board  Whose  names 
'.  do  not  know. 
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worked  on  tlio  />c(7'jill  nijjflit  oiuli'uvorin^  t<>  got  her  oil,  ami  at 
ti  a.  III.  tTHnNfoned  the  comniaml  to  Lioutonant  'Jharlos  [VV.]  Tracy, 
who  in  tho  ('(Hir.-ic  of  the  dixy  uot  her  olT.* 

I  can  not  Htato  tht»  niinios  of  the  vessels  inside  of  the  bar  at  the  time 
of  the  rapture. 

Ketipectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

EUWARO  Bauueit, 

ZiHMtHTianf-  C  'oy/im^/ji'lvt', 
Re«r-Adniiral  J.  A.  DAnuiREN, 

Covi-mmui uuj  Srntth  Athmtir  Bforlutdin/j  St/uadron. 
I  liejf  U'ave  tf»  ntaU>  tlmt  the   De^r''H  mpers  were  de.strtive*!  by  the 
taotain  a.s  soon  as  our  boat  was  seen.     The  raptain  admitii  Le  ih  a  law- 
ful prize. 


Beport  of  AcUng  Eniiffn  Elliott,  U.  S.  Kavy.  of  the  U.  8.  B.  OfttakiU. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Catskili^ 
Of  Charhnhnu  N.  T.,  FJ^rwrnj  20^  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  miike  the  followinir  report  of  my  share  in 
the  rapture  of  the  Kngli.-jh  b!4M  kH(Ir-runningstpJunery>rtV%of  Liverp<ioI: 

On  the  evening  of  \\w  isth  of  KcUniarv  I  wan  ordered  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Barrett.  couunuiuUng  V.  S.  ironrhul  ('(ftfk/'lL  tt)  tiike 
four  men  and  proceed  on  shore  at  Snllivan's  Island  to  armnge  the 
signals  formerly  used  by  the  rel)el  forces  at  this  point.  1  wus  accom- 
panied by  Assistant  Paymaster  Tnttle,  of  this  ship,  and  landed  ataiut 
*  o'clock  at  or  near  Fori  Beaureg:ird,  and  at  once  placed  the  lights  or 
signals  at  the  proper  points.  At  or  about  10  o'clock  a  steamer  was  seen 
coming  along  the  beach,  and  I  immediately  rushed  to  the  water's  edge 
and  launched  the  cutter  belonging  to  the  CafskiU.  Here  I  was  joined 
by  Lieutenant-C'ommander  Mward  Barrett,  who  took  t^harge  of  the 
bfHit.  I  wont  up  the  side  of  the  steamer  at  the  command  of  my 
superior  otiicer,  who  followed  me,  and  took  formal  jXHwession  of  the 
prize,  which  was  theiiagro\ind.  I  endeavored  implicitly  to  obey  every 
order  which  was  given  me,  and  exerted  nivsell'  to  the  utmost  to  get 
the  shij)  aHoat,  carrying  out  a  kedge  anchor  myself,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  ci*ew.  wBu  volunteered  to  aid  me.  but  failed  to  start  her. 
At  or  about  12  oVIock  I  was  ordered  on  shoi-e  by  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Barrett  to  attend  the  signals,  and  remained  at  that  diitv  all 
night  until  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  l!>th  instant.  The  facts 
stated  alwvo  can  he  sulwtantiated  by  the  officers  and  men  present  at 
the  time. 

KeBpoctfulIy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frki>  Elliott, 
Acfhi/f  Enitign^  U.  S.  Navy, 

Lieutcnant-Coramauder  Kdwaru  Barrett, 

Oommnntfing   U.  S.  Itttu^lnd  CtUnh'll. 
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CiipUirti  of  tJui  titimuied  hhtchide  ritmiei'  CiU^  vnth  valuable  cargo  of 
cotton^  Fihrxmry  IS^  ISGo. 

Xeport  of  Lientenant-Conunander  Barrett,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S,  8.  Catskill. 

U.  S.  Irosclao  Catskill, 
Chadt»Um  Harhnr,  S,  C,  FSrmiry  20,  1866. 
Admiiial:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  18th 
instant  1  ordered  an  officer  to  board  and  lioi.st  our  colors  on  the 
blockad*^  runner  Celt^  which  had  run  ashore  near  the  I)reakwater  oif 
Sullivan's  Ishind  two  or  three  days  before  the  evacuation  of  this  place. 
The  runner  has  a  valuable  cargo  of  cotton,  but  the  vessel  is  in  too  bad 
condition  to  be  serviceable,  lam  of  the  opinion  that  she  can  not  be 
floated  otf  without  danger  of  sinking,  and  advise  that  the  cotton  may 
be  removed. 

Very  resi>ec.tfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

Edwaud  Barrett, 

Lieutenant-  i  'ominander. 
Rear-Adminil  J.  A.  DAHixiREN, 

Coiiiinandlnff  South  Atlantic  BhtcVadiiuj  S<jwitli'on. 


Baport  of  Baar-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Kavy,  transmitting  report  of  board  of  mrvey. 

No.  99.1  Flao-Steamer  PuiiJtDELriiiA, 

CharleHton  Ilarhor,  March  n\  1865. 
Sir:  I  send  north  l)y  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina  190  bales  of  cot- 
ton, which  is  part  of  the  <'argo  of  the  blockade  I'unncr  (^ttlt^  which 
vessel -was  run  ashore  a  few  nights  before  the  occupation  of  this  place 
by  our  forces. 

A  survi^y  has  Imen  held  upon  the  vessel  (copy  enclosed)  and  the 
judge  of  the  district  court  at  Philadel|)hia  notified. 

The  renniining  portion  of  tht^  cargo  will  be  sent  north  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  recovered  from  the  wreck. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahl(jren, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdij.  South  Athmtic  Blockdy.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N(iiyy. 


Beport  of  board  of  lanrey  on  the  hall,  boilen,  and  machinery. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 
Charh'^to/i  llarlmr,  S    6'.,  J/arr/,  ,9,  286o. 

Sir:  In  ol>edience  to  your  order  of  the  8th  instant,  wo  have  held  a 
strict  and  careful  survey  ui>on  the  hull,  Iwilers,  and  macluncry  of  the 
prize  steamer  Celt  and  respectfully  report: 

The  Odt  lies  stranded  on  the  f>each  at  Sullivan's  Island,  back  broken, 
and  full  of  water,  and  decks  ripped  up.  The  machuiery  i^  in  an  irrep- 
arable condition;  some  few  pieces  might  be  removed  and  be  of  serv- 
ice. Boilers  are  mostly  ImsIow  water,  but  judging  from  the  condition 
of  those  parts  visible,  we  are  of  the  opinion  they  are  not  worth  the 
expense  of  removing. 
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Wo  thci*eforc  report  the  hull,  boiloi*8,  and  maihinerj'of  tho  Htcamcr 
Ctlt  as  unavailable  for  service  or  use  to  the  Goverument  of  the  United 
States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sorvftntH, 

Thos.  Scott  Fu.lebbown, 

lAeuiciuint- CwMnonder, 
W.  T.  Gillksvik, 

Actuuj  Master. 

ROBEET  iMCLREAI>Y, 

ActitHj  J'^irfi  Atishtont  Engineer, 
Rear-Adniinil  J.  A.  Dahu;ren, 

CotumnhdlMj  South  Atfuntw  Blt>ekadin*j  Squadron* 


Hrpfyrt  of  LuntUiitint-  (h7Hm<tndrr  Borrdt^  U.  S.  Xari/^  rrgnrdinq  the 
ratJthuf  of  th^i  Haq  oi^r  the  tm'tcktf  off  Sulllvan^s  and  Ltmtj  t-nUrnds 
February  18,  1865. 

U,  S.  S.  Catskill, 
Off  V/utHeston,  June  U,  1866, 
I   respectfully  state  that  on  the  isth  February.  lS*i5,  tho  day  of 
tho  evacuation  of  CharloHton,  1  caused  the  flatf  to  be  hoisted  over  all 
the  wrock.s  otT  Sullivan's  I-sland  and  Lon^  Island.     They  were  taken 
pOH^csMion  of  in  the  name  of  thr  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  M^rvant. 

E.  lUilUETT, 
LicHttmuni-  i  knnmand^r. 
Hear-Adininil  J.  A.  Dauluren, 

Cmnmaiidhif  South  At/ftnt!/'  nt*H'k'ndhuj  Stptadnm. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dohlffnn^  f.  S.  *\v/f'y,  tt*  Aetin^f  Kn^hjn  Lee^ 
U,  S.  Navy^  commandimj  U.  S,  S.  Geranium^  to  proceed  on  svouling 
expedition  to  ScdtUee  JRiver. 

Fi.A«;  Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
off  <'h(irh\-*toii^  F'hntary  tO^  tSGo. 
Sir:  You  will  j>rocced  at  once  un  the  rci'cipt  of  this  to  the  Santeo, 
and  anchor  withui   \U   entrance  if  there  is  water  enough  for  your 
vesMcl. 

You  will  tow  the  launches  Lilly  and  Et^a  there  and  use  them  to 
mark  the  channel  and  buoy  it  for  the  Mdhno^ajh,  When  the  latter 
heaves  in  sij^dit,  send  word  to  her  coraoiandcr  or  the  state  of  the  bar, 
and  whether  it  is  passable  by  the  MrDonongh. 

Your  business  will  be  to  scout  the  river  and  ascertain  the  practicabil- 
ity of  ascending  it.  You  will  not,  however,  pa^s  any  biiltorn's,  or 
attack  them  until  ordered  to  do  so.  Your  general  operations  will  be 
directed  by  the  McD^movyh^  or,  if  that  steamer  can  not  enter,  by  the 
senior  oflScer  at  Georgetown. 

I  am  told  that  the  nnags  are  very  bad;  look  out  for  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DahI/43ren. 
Rear-Admirni,  (7oindg.  SoiUh  Atlantic  Blockd^.  S'ptadrfm., 

Acting  Ensign  Davii>  Lee, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oeranium, 
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Mept/rl  of  Li^utenajU-Command'tT  Belhuxp^  U,  S.  Nm*y^  r^'t/tirdiriff  the 
$wtmi\der  of  Charttst<ni. 

U.  S.  S.  Canonicus. 
CharleitUm  Rmih,  S.  C,  Febrwtnj  19^  1865. 

AwMiRAi.:  I  Imvfi  tht»  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  17th 
instant  1  hiul  thr  advance  pii'ket  duty  at  the  entmnce  of  the  harlK»r 
with  the  vessel  under  my  oomniand. 

Throujjhout  the  ni^ht  our  batterioH  on  Cnmniing*'H  Point  shelled  the 
rebel  works  on  the  woKtern  end  of  SuUivan'M  Island,  the  enemy  replv- 
injf  witli  un  occiisiona!  shot  from  Fort  Moultrie  during  the  fii-st  wiit^'L. 

DuriiiL'  the  mid  und  morning  watehes  heavy  Hre,-  broke  out  in  the 
eity.  ana  heavy  explosions  were  heard  now  and  then  in  the  direction 
of  the  town,  as  wef!  as  on  James  Island. 

At  daylight  1  pxit  the  ship  underway  and  steamed  up  toward  Moul- 
trie, but  the  air  was  ho  full  of  bazo  and  smoko  that  nothing  could  be 
seen  until  after  T  oVIock  a.  m. 

At  about  7:45  a.  m.  the  sun  cleared  the  atmoRphere  a  little,  and 
approaching  within  long  ninge  of  MouUrio,  I  thn^w  two  sliells  into 
that  work.  Eliciting  no  resjwnse,  I  dispatched  a  tug  to  the  John 
Aihttn«  to  inform  (.'aptnin  Scott  that  I  could  discover  no  movements 
on  the  island. 

Tha  rebel  flag  wiL*i  still  Hj'ing,  however,  on  Moultrie  as  well  a8  on 
Castle  Pincknev  and  in  the  city.  At  this  time,  also,  a  magazine  blew 
up  in  Hattery  Uee. 

Ikdicving  fntni  tlit'si-  fiuts  that  a  ynwiy  of  the  enemv  wei-e  still  on 
the  island,  destroying  their  stores,  nmgiizines,  etc.,  I  <li<l  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  risk  a  boat's  crew  on  shore;  nor.  with  the  recent  fate  of 
the  Ptitapxro  before  our  i^yt^'i^  did  I  think  it  proper  to  risk  the  ship  in 
a  simple  reconnoissance  by  -tanding  fartlu'r  up  the  channel. 

In  the  meantime  the  Jla/i4>/Mv\  the  supporting  monitor,  weighed  her 
anchor  and  canu*  up  the  channel  near  thi^<  shi[). 

After  sending  the  tui;  to  comniunirate  with  Captain  Scott,  I  steamed 
slowly  down  toward  Wagnrr  buoy.  When  abreast  of  the  buoy  a 
boat  was  observed  to  push  off  from  Cunuidng's  Point  and  pull  toward 
Sumtur,  and  a  few  minutes  later  a  Iwat  snowing  a  white  flag  was 
disi'overed  pulling  over  from  SuUivan'i  Island. 

1  inuncdiutely  put  the  ship  about,  steanu'd  up  the  diannel  at  full 
speed,  and  sent  an  armed  boat  in  chargi'  of  Acting  Ensign  U.  Bl  Anson 
to  land  at  Moultrie  and  take  possession. 

The  army  boat,  and  one  from  the  M<ihojHi(\  had,  in  the  meantime, 
rornmunicated  with  the  Ixjat  from  the  island,  and  were  now  pulling  in 
for  the  fort  also. 

The  array  boat  having  the  start  r^iched  the  shore  first,  when  Mr. 
Ansoil  kept  away  and  pulled  down  to  Uattery  [FortI  Beauregard, 
landed,  anci  hoi>ted  the  (lag  upon  that  work.  The  M<ihop<i4:\-i  boat 
taking  the  opposite  direction,  soon  put  the  national  colors  upon  Bat- 
tery Bee. 

About  9  oVIock  a.  m.  I  boarded  and  took  possession  of  the  English 
blockade  runner  Sylph^  or  CelU  which  mu  asnore  abreast  of  Moultrie 
on  the  night  of  the  J4th  instant,  coming  out  of  the  harbor  with  a  cargo 
of  cotton.     I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  hoi^t  a  flag  upon  her. 

There  are  in  Fort  Beauregard  eleven  guns,  of  the  following  classes 
and  calibers,  viz:     One  X-inch,  throe  VlU-iuch,  and  throe   vl-inch 
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smoothbore,  one  8-Jncb  und  two  t»i-inch  riHed  gunn.  All  these  f^uus 
are  in  sprviceablo  condition,  except  the  8-im'li  rille  iind  ooe  6i-int'h 
rifle,  which  are  spiked. 

Vorj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  Beucnap, 

Kear-Admii*al  J.  A.  Daiiu^hrn, 

(Joiiitiiandinxj  tSoitth  Atlantic  Blovkixdlmj  tSquadrotu 


Ltittr  frf/m  Briifttdier-  Gcj\t*t'al  Schhnmtilfennuj^  U,  S,  Army,  to 
Rt'nr- Admiral  Dahh/ri-n^  U,  S.  Nat^y^  retjutstiutj  tlve  tetnporary 
seruicea  of  tuival.  ojfictr^  f*tr  transjxtrf  duty. 

Hdqrs.  Northern  Dist.,  Dept.  Softh, 

KrRHT  Separate  BKioAi>Kf 
Oharl^M^m,  S.  C,  Fehntory  19,  MW. 
Admiral:  I  have  taken  possession  of  two  small  st^janiers  lying  up 
the  At^hloy  and  CVjowr  rivor.M,  resi>cotiveIy.  There  alno  is  a  damaged 
steamhoat  Iviuff  off  Johnson's  Point.  I  am  Imdly  in  want  of  tninsnor- 
tution,  hut  have  not  the  iMijjineers  and  oUicers  to  inanaj,'*'  them.  Vou 
would  greatly  oblij,'^e  nie  if  you  eould  furnish  suftieicnt  number  of 
engineers,  etc.,  to  bring  these  steuniers  to  the  dock  and  ply  them  for 
a  day  or  so,  when  1  ran  relieve  them. 

The  enemy.  I  learn,  have  retii*ed  to  the  other  side  of  the  Santec 
River,  leaving  scouting  parties  in  their  rear  to  bring  up  eiittle  and 
stragglers. 

Vfe  have  discovered  a  large  amount  of  proj^rty  in  the  city,  but  I 
believe  nnich  remains  yet  concealed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELPENNIfl, 
Rri4jitdi<!r-  Genertdy  Cv7nrnandin</. 
Rear-Admiral  Dahix;ren. 

Cotnmandintj  South  Atldntiv  Blovkadlmj  Squtidroti. 


Report  of  Acting  Muster  Montell,  U.  S.  Natyy,  com/najidiny  U.  S,  S* 
thtotnaka,  regarding  ptmtimi  aftttumed  ft/r  the  support  of  arniy 
picket. 

U.   S.   S.  POTOMSKA. 

Cooper  liiver^  obove  Magnolia  Bend,  Ftbrunry  75,  i866. 
Sib:  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to 
orders  1  moved  up  here  liist  night  for  th(^  pui*pose  of  supporting  the 
advance  picket  line  of  the  Federal  Army,  where  I  .shall  remain  until 
fui-ther  orders  from  you. 

1  am,  very  resiX!Ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  MONTETX, 

Acting  MtiJ^ttn\  Voinmanding. 
Rear-Admiral  .Inc.  A.  Dahloren, 

Cojninanding  Soitt/i  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron. 
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HtjMtrt  of  Artmff  Maatcr  MtmUit^  (.'.  S,  Navtfj,  iurmmaTkflsinij  IJ,  i9.  iS^. 
n*iitmnka„  Tfijarding  iflu/U  Mv/tatiffed  at  Maymtlia  B^id.,  Choptft 
Rtvtr. 

U.  S.  8.  POTOMSKA, 
Mofjtmlia  Bctidy  CtM}pe$-  liii^er^  S.  C.  Febrxtanj  'BO^  1S66, 

Sib:  I  !>o^  most  rospeotfully  to  infonn  you  that  this  morning  ftt 
3:45  11  volley  of  nm.skotry  {nuinlirrin^  ».s  noar  a.s  >vc  i'ould  jiitlge  of 
alwut  40  nuiske(.s)  wilh  tiivd  into  us  from  ii  plRiitjition  on  thr  hjink  of 
tho  river.  The  hwttory  W\n^  nil  ready  «nd  the  jruns'  eivws  at  tjuarters, 
we  imniediiitely  di.sehar«,'ed  oiir  |>ort  hroiidside  fjnn.s  (:W-ix>unders  of 
57  liiindredwetght)  und  our  riHe  (:io-jHJunder  l*urrott)  uimcd  in  the 
direction  from  which  tlir  viilley  was  fired.  We  discharge*!  several 
stand  of  grajHr  and  a  few  r»-seeund  shell.  This  phintation  wa-s  dej^erted 
f  yesterday  morninfj  at  U  o'clock.  The  slaves,  as  I  understand,  were 
nerde^  together  tTie  night  orevious  for  the  purpose  of  hein^  trans- 
ported to  Georgetown  hy  the  way  of  the  Georgetown  and  old  ferry 
road,  but  several  suecoedod  in  escaping  from  tbeir  mjisteit*.  From 
the  unintelligiliility  and  seeming  unwillingness  on  their  part  to  im[)Hrt 
much  informutfon,  I  Imve  been  unahle  to  |)rocure  the  information 
desired,  hut  will  endejivor  to  ascertain  during  the  day  the  full  jxirtic- 
ularu.  This  plantation  Ix^longs  to  one  Colonel  Singleton,  a  rank 
Heeessionist,  and  who  has  often  boasted  of  going  on  I^>ng  Inland  and 
shooting  our  pi<'ket.s. 

1  am,  very  rcsi>cctfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  M.  MONTELL, 

Acting  MiMter,  Commam/tfif/, 
Rear-Admiral  »Ino.  A.  I)Aiii,nuKV, 

Commandiutj  South  Atlantw  Bl4)ckading  Sqitadroti. 


Order  of  the  Sscretary  of  the  Na-iftf  U*  Rear-Ad^nlral  Dahlgrtii^  U.  8, 

Navy  Depahtment.  Fthrnarff  "20^  1865, 
Sib;  Order  the  Motiodnnt-k  to  proceed  to  llampton  Roads. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  ^avy. 
Kear-Admiral  .Ino.  A.  DAftUiREN, 

Cmndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stjuadron^  Poi't  Royal^  S,  C, 


Letter  from  J^&r- General  GUlnwre,  U.  S.  Army^  to  Rear- Admiral 
jyamg-rfn^  U.  S.  A>/ry,  ret/iuxting  a  rcc&tinoismftct  by  t/utdjoata  in 
the  SanO^  River. 

HEAl>QI7A]tTER8   DePABTMENT   OF  THE  SoUTH, 

<'httrhM<ftu  S.  a,  Fthruary^U  1S65. 
AnMTKAL:  I  am  moving  u  force  out  on  the  Northeastern  Railroad 
toward  the  Santee  River,  in  order  to  have  supplies  there  for  (ii-neral 
Sherman,  should  he  require  them.  If  it  l>e  practicable  to  u.sc*eud  the 
Santee  River  with  transjKirts,  it  would  cover  my  movement  and  open 
up  even  a  better  line  for  sending  supplies  on  than  the  railroad.  C-ould 
you  8cnd  some  gunboatj^  upon  a  reconnoissnnee,  in  order  to  get  informa- 
ticn  as  to  the  character  of  that  stream  *,     Deserters  report  the  battery 
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at  Georgrotown  to  he  ubamlonotj  by  the  oikmiiv.  1  hope  to  be  able  to 
semi  a  few  liundn'd  ntcn  there  tomorrow,  luid  request,  if  convi'Tiient, 
thill  a  eouple  of  gunboats  Im;  d<^tuiled  to  aocomprtuy  thcui.  Will  you 
please  iufonii  me  if  this  ran  l>e  Uoriei 

Very  reapeetfully,  yiiur  obedient  .servnnt. 

Q.   A.  (ill.LMOIW, 

Mujof- Genertd^  CommOduiing. 

Rear-Admiml  John  A.  DAin-OREN, 

Vumdy.  Souf/i  Athmt'c  BhuhidtHif  Squadnm^  C'/uir/trnt^ni^  *S'.  C* 


Tetter  from  Reor- Admiral  Daldqren^  JJ.  S.  Navy^  to  Mujov' General 
GiUmifrt\  (L  S.  Armt/,  rt'MjHmdini/ fo  A/V  ret/timtt /or  ('ooj^wttfii/n  in 
SttiUee  Bivii: 

Fi,ag-Steamek   1*IIIIjM>ELPHU, 

Off  ChnrfestoiK  S.  C,  Fe}*ruanj  ^,  1S66. 

CrKNEnAl.:  T  :un  jnnt  in  re<Ti|>t  (if  your  roiiintiinteution  of  to-day, 
stjitiii^r  timt  you  are  about  to  move  a  force  toward  the  Santee  Kiver, 
and  ankitiir  if  I  eould  iteiid  Home  jrunlioats  on  a  reeonnoittHane^  in  that 
Hver. 

In  re]>ly  I  am  abU*  to  inform  you  that  with  a  ^'!ew  to  a  commuiiiea- 
tion  with  Genoiiil  Sherman  1  had  ah'eadv  placed  two  gunltoats  inside 
th*'  harl«)r  of  tieori^etown,  and  have  ordered  otht-r  vewsels  there  to  be 
in  readiness  for  any  movement  that  nii^iht  Iw  of  use  to  General 
Shi-rman. 

The  Santee  ha.s  but  little  depth  at  itis  bar,  and  I  am  therefore  obliged 
to  send  such  vcKsels  a**  can  onter. 

The  Ofriiiu'(t7/i.  a  ttiff  of  attout  (i  or  7  feet  draft,  was  sent  there  with 
two  howitzer  launches  to  pioiu-er  tlie  way  ftir  the  AfrDonoutjU  and  to 
examine  the  chaiiiiel,  as  wril  as  the  road  to  Georjjetown. 

I  just  hMiru  tliat  tlie  h'rrtim'tf//i  tinds  it  txjo  rouifh,  and  is  now  at 
Geor^^etowu  awniting  an  opportunity  to  get  int<t  the  Santee,  hut  she 
will  no  doubt  obey  the  orders  Kt*  spon  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

Am  1  Ui  understand  that  the  jrunlK)ats  aie  U*  airompany  the  troops 
from  this  place  to  Georgetown,  or  after  they  reach  that  placed  Orders 
for  either  will  be  given,  if  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  what  3'ou 
desire. 

Very  rewpeetf  idly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahujren, 
Iii*fir-Ad?tifrfif^  C/>md{f,  South  Atiatitu'  Blockadiuif  StjtMdnm* 

Major-(,reneral  Q.  A.  Gii.lmokk, 

Goimiumding  Deparfmcnt  of  the  So\Uh, 


(hder  fyf  Rt^ar-Admwal  DaJdgreti^  U,  S.  Naxyy^  to  Vommfinder  Oreigh' 
ton^  r.  S,  Nary^  fomtnaodinij  U,  S.  S,  Mmgoe.  ht  vt't^ti  of  tAe  reported 
<»h(indonm*-}it  of  th*.'  bntiery  at  GftiryetiHi^u^  S.  (7. 

FiuAG-Steamek  Philadelphia, 

Off  ChorUntim^  S.  f '.,  Ffhrfutry  ^3,  JS65. 
Sir:  I  am  informed  by  GmiMiil  Gillmorethat  lb*'  battery  at  George- 
town has  been  abandoned;  if  so,  I  have  do  doubt  you  are  in  possession 
of  it. 
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If  not,  I  send  vou  15«'>  marines,  which,  with  some  seamen,  may  be 
ttWe  to  p^t  into  tlie  fort,  unless  it  is  held  bv  a  superior  force. 

In  this,  you  will  use  your  judgruent.     Tte  Patrnee  U  on  the  way  up, 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-AdmifithOymdg,  S'»uth  Ailantie  Bhjckading  Sguadr&n. 

Commander  J.  B.  Crkightox, 

Commainlihg  f.  S.  S.  Mtngf»f. 


(Jrder  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  tf  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren^  XT.  S. 
Navtj^  for  a  iturrry  ami  rt-fxtrt  of  the  obstructions  in  Charl^Uon 
Jlarhtfr. 

Navy  Department,  February  2!P,  1866, 
Sir:  Have  a  careful  and  accurate  suiTey  made  of  all  the  obetruc- 
tions  in  Charleston  Harbor,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Department, 
forwarding;  with  your  report  diagrams  and  descriptions,  so  that  the 
|x>Hition  and  natun-  of  the  oVtstructions  may  l>e  understood. 
Very  reHjwctfully.  etc.. 

(tideox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
KAflr-Admiral  J\o.  A.  Datilorex. 

t'onifj-y.  Stputh  AtUiittic libn-kiuVnuj Squadron,  Chai'Iesttm^ S. C. 


(>r*hfr  of  liefir-Admirni  Dahhjrm,  (\  S.  Sitiry^  to  Lieutenant- Cofn- 
ifuinder  Wdluiinn^  IL  H.  Xory^  for  ineai<uretf  of  protection  against 
t^jffj'ttd  rmdn  of  the  eiufonj  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Charleston  Harbor. 

Fla«siiip  Philadelphia, 
Cluirhston  n<trho\  Fef/ruary  SS,  1865. 
Sir:  V*)u  will  pnM'eed  with  the;  dpt:ichnient  of  men  from  the  Sken- 
anthmh^  S<monui^  and  (%itanqo  on  lK)urd  the  Harvest  3foon^  to  the 
rnouth  of  IIoj;  Island  Clmnn*;!,  |Churl<»ston  Hurlxir].  Land  the  men 
as  near  as  i)OHHi1>lo  to  Mount  Pleasant  for  the  protection  of  that  place 
to-ni|(ht. 

It  \H  reportfid  that  the  enemy  intends  makinpr  a  raid  to-night;  100 
men  have  Iwen  d(itaile<l  from  the  thi'oe  vessels,  (let  the  puot  from 
the  Mahojuu: 

lt<tsiMH'tfuIly,  your  olM»di(!nt  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlorex, 
livar-Adimrat^  (Jomd^j.  Sonih  Atlantic  Hhtckadimj  Squadron. 

Licutenant-Command(*r  K.  P.  Williams,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Detaihd  rejtfni  of  Rfur- Admiral  Dahhjreu,  TL  S,  Navy,  regarding 
iiand  <>pcration»  iji  liuWa  Hay,  and  thr  eracwttion  of  Charleston, 
S.  C. 

No.  72. 1  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Chart Mon,  S.  C,  Frhruary  m,  1865. 
Sir:  In  my  last  report  1  informed  the  Depurtniont  of  the  naval 
operations  that  were  going  on  in  the  Combahcc,  Togodo,  Wadmelaw, 
and  StoDO. 
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Thi>  expedition  t<>  BiiIPs  Bay  was  merely  announced  a.s  baviug  Ttegun. 

On  the  niji^ht  of  thr  Uth  of  February  I  left  Charleston  Hoods  and 
arrived  otf  BuIFh  liay  al>out  2  oN-lock  in  the  morning  of  the  Itith, 
having  assembled  a  large  foree  of  stoaiucrs  to  assist  with  their  cannon, 
boats*  and  men  in  the  movement,  such  as  the  Shetmndoah^  Juninta^ 
Ciifiandaumn,  State  vf  (rrimfio,  witli  the  Pmrnt^4-^  t^onoftut,  Ofttnctiy 
Wtiionty^  Watuio,  tr&ramutti,  and  //■/*,  and  luunche.s,  with  howitzers,  to 
cover  the  landing,  and  n  nund>er  of  lH>at.s  were  brought  along  with  a 
di'tachnient  of  sailors  and  ihnH'  howitzprn  for  tield  service. 

The  arrangements  were  all  ho  complete  and  wull  timed  that  by  thiy- 
light  the  steamers  and  the  detnehment  of  troopH  in  tiimsporLs  under 
General  Potter  steamed  along  the  channel  and  anchored  in  Uull's  Bay, 

The  naval  force  wan  in  three  divisions  to  facilitate  the  work.  Cap- 
tain Ridgely  had  the  division  of  heavy  steamers,  which  remained 
outside  and  sent  in  boats  and  iiieu. 

Captain  Stanly  had  tlio  division  that  included  the  )x)ftts  and  howitzers 
afiottt  and  ashore.  Captain  Bnli-h  had  the  division  of  light  steamers 
inside. 

Thc:  slKMilncss  of  the  water,  an<i  the  inalulity  tn  ])rnrure  any  guides, 
interposed  the  tirst  obstacle.  If  any  channels  <lid  exist  thev  were  to 
be  discoven'd  and  marked,  (teneral  l*otter  and  Captains  ^?tanly  and 
Balch  set  about  ibis  task  with  zcjil  and  energy. 

I  was  soon  coiiiprllcd  lo  leave  in  consequence  of  the  arrivrd  of  an 
aid-decamp  frou>  (jenenil  Uillmoro.  then  at  Port  lioyal,  stilting  that 
dispatches  riud  arrived  frotn  General  Sherman,  which,  being  in  ci]>her. 
General  Gilliiiore  couk!  not  read,  and  he  sup|>osed  [  should  be  able  to 
do  so,  its  J  had  thc  key  from  Geneiid  Sherman.  It  secmcil  lK'tt4?r  for 
me  to  meet(iencral  (xillmore,  so  as  to  1h»  able  to  make,  without  delay, 
any  arrangements  which  Genend  Sherman  might  have  nilU^d  for.  I 
therefore  steamed  to  Port  lti>yal.  leaving  Captain  Ridgol^'  in  charge 
of  the  naval  operations  at  Hull's  Bay. 

On  the  13tn  was  at  Port  Koyiii,  mimI  rimimunicated  with  General 
Gillmore;  the  alt4>mpts  lo  decipher  (he  dispatches  were  not  effectual 
until  next  day. 

On  the  15th  1  rea4he<l  Cbarle^ston  and  found  no  change  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  rebel  positions  there. 

On  the  IHth  I  w;ls  at  liulKs  Bay.  Persevering  elTorts  had  iu)t 
yet  been  able  to  tiiid  a  chaiuid  to  the  landing  even  for  boats.  The 
Ottatra  had  <'ontrived  to  work  up  a  narrow  and  shallow  |Hissage  so  that 
her  pivot  caimon  could  reach  a  line  of  works  near  the  waiter,  and  the 
launches  had  got  near  enonirh  to  make  their  howitzers  tell,  one  of 
which  was  disabled  bv  a  rebel  slud  striking  it.s  carriage. 

I  now  dispat^'hed  the  l*awu^i-  and  Wituma  to  South  Kilisto  to  estab- 
lish commuuicatious  with  General  Hatch,  who  was  moving  upon 
Willstown. 

On  the.  17th  February  I  was  in  Stono,  where  another  movement  was 
to  Iw  made  ui)on  the  rebel  ]>osition.  In  tlie afternoon  General  Schim- 
melfennig  c^me  on  board  and  the  o^jerations  for  the  night  wero 
agreed  on. 

The  irotn-lad  Lthujh.  guid)oat  Wtmiihlchni^  and  a  mortar  schooner 
were  sent  ui>  the  Stono  to  press  the  icbel  right  Hank,  and  the  gunboat 
Mclkmouijh^  with  a  tnortjir  schottner,  up  the  Folly  branch  to  bear  on 
their   left   Hank,   while  (jeiu'i-al    S-himnieltennig,   witli    his  uolumu 
moved  on  their  front  from  his  j^osition  on  Cole^H  Island. 
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in  order  to  Ueotenuit  Uarwmrd.  commuMlui^  tbe 
inch  ^o^  at  CnrnmiiigV  t\>int.  to  open  on  >alli- 
contfDuallr  throagfa  u»e  nigiit.  Tbe  i^«tigiiou< 
life  pat  ID  opentkm  br  (^if-iK-ral  Srhimmelfetiiiig. 
lore  were  directed  to  tire  on  Mooltrie.  bat  a  heavy 
"f  that  mr  ud  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  paa^  a  boat 

our  cannonadine  wa^  >haTp  and  continaou^  tbe 
m  Moaltrie  witn  a  few  gnnsv  bat  c«as<ed  as  the 
fact  tbe  main  bodr  had  left  the  inland  about  S 
ity  of  lot}  men.  who  were  to  keep  up  a  iii>e.  and 
ledge  of  the  evaeoation. 

f  the  iMh  the  keen  anticipation^  of  a  retreat  by 
mg  conlinnation  in  appearancet&.  and  at  (arly  light 
(land  and  another  from  the  Tesi^eU  realized  the  fact. 
1^  had  gone,  and  there  wae^  nothing  to  be  done  but 
rk  to  another  and  find  it  deserted. 
«r  < Acting  Master  (.Tiffordt  and  the  two  tugs  on 
-bor.  touching  at  tbe  various  fortitied  poinij»  and 
rhere  the  mayor  of  that  place  tendered  toe  submit 
coadjutors  to  the  Union. 

ials  formed  no  pirt  of  the  equipment  of  a  scoot, 
it  was  written  in  pencil  on  the  back  of  a  snoall 
inia  which  Mr.  Gifford  had  picked  up  in  Sumter, 
mblazoned  on  the  fairest  pan.'hment.     Tbe  words 

idenscl  Moont  Plea«nt  d^nreto  fST  that  they  acknowledge 
ed  States,,  azkd  a^  pn>tectic>o  tor  tb^r  persoa;  and  ]»>ctpe]ty. 

Hexxt  S.  Tark.  Intfudaut.' 

F.  liKBlXtKlB. 

1_  A.  Ephoxp. 
Rev.  J.  K.  Fau. 
Rev.  I>.  McrcHEx. 

^VMI^    FiX^A^riE. 

■0  also  first  entered  bv  a  naval  officer,  and  I  trans- 
rd  taken  from  it  by  hini. 

.  ftw  miles  distant,  occupiod  with  the  movement 
.  vlwB  a  telegram  reached  me  about  11  o'clock. 
«*»  tagn»  of  an  eva^^uation*  upon  which  the  flag- 
mid  to  Qiarles^ton  Koads,  pacftied  Itetween  Sumter 
^ti»  harfaor  to  the  city  Iwtterios  on  Cooper  River. 
iiftMttfe»CM>tureil  fn>m  a  blockade  runner  a  few 
to  Know  the  ciHirse  that  would  take  the 
ite. 
delMiara  on  SullivanV  Island,  the  shape- 
of  Sumter«  the  ample  ami  numerous 
Johnson,  tvLitle  IMiK^knev.  si>  rec»»ntly 
i  the  heavy  water  lotteries  that  lined 
kdoMrtedbv  the  n^Wl  fonvs.  Wving 
•lit  Charleston  itst^f.  to  the  I'are  of 
b^okenediHxtstitutional  and  right- 
ironifhold  of  the  r\*lH»llion. 

titvt  the  ciptains  of  the 
•  aurboring  we  landed 
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The  hous 


loro  ull  clo-sed,  and 


i  some  foreij^ners  of  the  labor- 
U\if  class  and  n  few  neffi'f^*^'-''  the  streets  were  de^ierted.  But  thoro  was 
iiutbitig  to  iiulicate  the  ravagea  of  war,  wive  ht^re  and  thi're  where  a 
rifle  shot  from  our  distftnt  hattei-ies  had  Hcarrod  some  dwellinifH. 

General  Srhiuimelfennij^  had  been  o4Tupied  during  the  nifjnt  of  the 
17th  in  pressing  the  rehel  position  on  James  Island,  and  nad  been 
resisted  with  pertinacity,  but  it  was  not  until  daylit^ht  that  he  advanced 
on  perceivinjr  that  the  enemy  liad  retreated.  Then  lie  marched  on 
aero8rt  the  island  and  tinall}'  reached  the  Ashley  Hrver  op|x>Hite  the 
west  front  of  the  city,  where  he  crofised. 

The  (iovernment  of  the  Union  is  therefore  once  more  restored  over 
this  quarter,  after  a  protracted  I'esistance  of  nearly  four  years. 

Why  the  city  wa.^  abandoned  by  the  reUd  leadei-s  at  this  tinu?  I  am 
unable  to  perceive.  The  array  of  Geneml  Sherman  is  at  Columbia, 
and  still  manifestly  bent  on  following  its  march  on  an  interior  line; 
there  was  no  probability  of  its  tuniinij  to  fasten  on  Charleston,  and  it 
had  jwssed  the  point  where  such  a  deviation  was  to  be  expected. 
There  was  no  well-grounded  apprfliension,  therefore,  of  beinj^  ent  off 
and  captured  bv  that  army. 

In  the  front  tile  kind  forceaof  this  Deimrtment  that  could  be  broujjht 
a^iinst  this  city  did  not  probably  exceed  «S,('Oi)  men;  while  the  rebels 
had  aisjut  10.000*  in  the  vari(tus  defenses  of  the  city,  the  Imrbnr,  anil 
the  approarhes.  There  was  certninly  no  reaso?i  to  sup^Kise  that  they 
could  not  continue  to  maiutuiu  their  almast  impre^jnable  worlw  aa  they 
hud  done. 

The  fear  of  being  cut  off  from  supplies  of  food  should  not  have  pro- 
duced such  a  result,  for  J  learn  incuientally  that  the  country  immedi- 
ately around  still  cuntainrd  siitUcieiit  I'ice  and  other  suppli<'rt  to  have 
sustained  the  rebel  force  until  General  Sherman  1ih<1  passed,  when  the 
more  remote  rej^ions  of  Georg^ia  nud  South  Carolina  would  again  be 
aci.'essible  at  least  bv  the  county  roads. 

To  say  that  Charleston  would  beal^andoned  in  order  to  save  a  garri- 
son of  lOjMHi  nien.  wbidi.  however  effective  to  hold  strong-  works 
would  be  of  small  account  in  the  (ieid.  seems  to  be  placing-  the  value  of 
the  city  at  a  low  staudard  in  all  points  of  view,  political,  military,  and 
Hnancial. 

To  me  the  fall  of  Charleston  seems  soarcelv  less  important  than  that 
of  Kiebmond.  It  is  the  last  seaport  by  whicFi  it  can  be  made  sure  that 
a  Imle  of  cotton  can  go  abroad,  llfuce  the  i*el»el  loan  and  credit  are 
at  an  end.  Our  own  credit  nnist  improve  accordingly.  Then  the  fall 
of  the  city  enables  the  Navy  DeiJiulnient  to  redm^e  its  force  afloat  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  reduce  the  public  exixniso  materially. 

From  the  outer  world  the  rebellion  i.s  efl"ectually  isolated,  leaving 
not  the  shadow  of  a  pretext  for  the  interference  or  even  notice  of  any 
fnii'ii^n  i>ower:  the  I  rouble  is  purely  domestic.  Kiinillvi  thetictionof 
iK-lligerciit  powers  and  of  a  neutrality  which  exehnles  the  United 
States  vessels  of  war  front  for4*ign  ports  ends  also,  together  with  the 
pretext  that  the  j)inicies  on  the  ocean  can  any  longer  lie  admitted  as 
the  exercise  of  a  lielligerent  right;  that  is.  as  privateering.  And  this 
lutmits  of  an  immediate  un<lerstauding  with  the  ixtwci-s  that  have 
allowed  this  strange  pnH-eeding. 

I  have  thus  given  thc^  I)e|)jirtnient  a  rapid  and  brief  sketch  of  the 
events  that  iimnediately  attended  the  jxissession  o^  (!harleston  by  the 

*I  uuderataiiU  this  to  be  thfi  npininn  of  General  Bchimiijelfennig. 
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Union  forces,  without  sufficient  leisure  to  make  it  as  full  and  complete 
as  the  Department  might  desire. 

With  this  paper  I  transmit  such  of  the  reports*  from  commanding 
officers  as  have  been  received. .  They  will  exhibit  to  the  Department 
the  exertions  of  the  officers  and  their  commands  to  carry  out  my  wishes. 
It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  how  faithfully  this  has  been  done,  and  I 
have  only  to  bestow  my  hearty  commendation  on  these  gentlemen  and 
their  crews  for  the  untiring  zeal  and  energ\'  which  they  have  given  to 
their  duties. 

The  ^le  of  Friday  night  alone  pi*evented  the  monitors  from  bestow- 
ing their  parting  compliment**  to  the  retreating  i'e)>el8. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiTant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 
Re<ti'- Admiral^  Comdtj.  South  Athntic  Blocknding  SqiMdro7i. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ofth-  Navy. 


Ordt^'  ofth>  Se4yrei<iTy  of  the  Nary  to  RtHir- Admiral  DahUjren^  U,  S. 
Navy,  na/ti/iiff  iH'H»eh  to  Im*  fteut  north. 

Nati-  Depaktment,  Fihruary  5^,  1860. 
Sir:  Order  the  Mohican  to  New  York  and  the  Shenandoah  and  Ticon- 
deroga  to  Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahloren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Squa/hum.  ('kartexton^  S.  O. 


Onler  of  Hear -Admiral  Dahhp'tn^  f\  jS.  Nary^  in  purftitanre  ofinfor- 
niatioH  from  the  Departimnt  vrgardiny  tlw  crpected  approach  of  the 
C.  S.  ram  StoneinaU. 

Fij^o-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Vharlenton  llai'fiov^  S.  (\,  hihrvary  Z-U  I860. 

Navv  Dri'ahtment, 
Wa)ihh}(jtoii,  February  11,  1866. 
Sir:  The  Department  haptens  to  advipo  yoa  that  information  has  Iteen  received  of 
the  transfer  to  the  rel>elH  of  the  nun  tmilt  at  ]tonk*anx. 

The  diapat^'h  from  the  f-oiii^ul  at  Nant^^  coinninnicatinp  thit<  Information  is  date<l 
the  28th  nitimo.  The  ram  wa«  then  at  the  island  of  lloiiat,  and  pn-paring  to  leave 
immediately.  Fler  destination  in  donhtlew  w)ine  i>oint  on  <nir  coast,  and  it  l)ehoove8 
you  to  be  preparetl  against  surprise,  as  she  is  rejireHented  to  Ixi  formidable  ami  capable 
of  inflicting  serious  injury. 

Very  re»iKJctfully,  etc., 

(ilDKON    WRLt.FW, 

Senrtnrij  of  Ihr  Nm-j/. 

In  pursuance  of  this  information  from  the  Navy  Dcpiirtnirnt,  the 
Moruidnock  vi'iW  }>e  directed  to  take  post  in  Wansiiw,  the  ('itnonictftt 
w\AMahoiMc\n  Port  Royal,  and  the  CaUskiU  viwA  Nanfarh-t  will  remain 
in  Charleston. 

*  Placed  in  chronrdt^cal  onler. 
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St<»amors  will  bt*  dotailed  to  miiM'  iilnnpf  tho  ooa-st  iind  communioAto 
Ibe  first  intoHitfPiicf  of  suoli  u  vtvsfl.  ShouM  it  make  it*^  appenvance, 
it  is  uot  to  Im?  loHt  f^ijrlit  of  bv  the  v<'KseIf<  of  the  >*(|uadroii,  but  must  be 
followed  by  as  iimny  "f  thciii  as  tan  be  rolloctvd  and  attiicked  when  it 
oan  be  done  properly.  Word  must  be  sent  to  the  nearest  monitors, 
H      und  they  will  steam  out  a;*  soon  iw  pod!«ib[e.  in  order  to  capture  the 

K  John  A.  Daiii.o.rkn, 

^^^^  SMV-Ad-fniral^  Cmnd^.  SmttA  AtUtntw  liUnkiitj.  Sfpuulrou. 

■     ica 


Letifrjrom  th^  SecreUiryofthe  Nm*y  to  Re^ir-Adviiral  Dahl(frim^  JJ.  S. 
'  Mivy^  givmtj  eirtract  fram  prmitf  li^ttT  it*gardmg  C.  S,  ram  Sion**- 
wall. 

Navt  Department,  Ftin'imrySJf^  180'*. 
Sir:  The  followirijr  ha.-*  l»of'n  rommunicated  Uy  me  by  the  Secretary 
of  Stiita  OS  an  exlracl  from  a  Ictti-r  dalcil  the  2d  iuNtunt  fn>in  an  Amer- 
ican lady  in  Kurope,  it  Inivin^  rofer^'tn-i*  to  the  relwd  mm  t^)  whieh 
your  attention  has  Um-u  ralh'd  and  which  at  the  last  ibtes  wan  at  Ferrul, 
in  Spain: 

Yo«  muMi  l(M)k  for  Inmblt*  w>ciii.  Tht*  nebcin  havf  Iumjfht  ami  jiaiil  Ihe  ii,nnpy 
down  for  a  tfpleiitlitl  »Tew  r^emnrr,  l>tiik  at  Xoiitiv,  ami  i<he  !uit*  ntiltni,  rimiineil  aiitl 
e(|nipp^l,  to  tuith^  the  fiegr  of  ( 'ImrUvUfii.  Our  nltl  frJt^ml  ItHrnm  m  Yxk^tv-,  hh  the 
tMEunt  of  Itie  rvbvl  Nav}',  and  he  titid  Edward  ihiB  yeHtvrday,  and  he  toKI  me  inad- 
vertently. 

Very  respectfully,  etr., 

Gideon  Weixeh, 

Setjrftttfy  of  th*'  Navy. 
R<^ar-Admiml  John  A.  Daulurex. 

CinmUj,  Stnith  Atfunln-  Bhnk'<Uj.  St/Utuhini^  CJuirl^Jfttm^  8.  C. 


Ordr-r  oftJie  St'creUiry  t>f  tht'  Naify  to  JitaT' Admiral  Dahlgren^  U.  8. 
AV;r«y,  ///  jv/atUm  to  tfw.  Depart metii^ a  proponed  redtui-ion  ofejpeitxm 
in  luaint^utHCe  ofth*!  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  Ff^fruary  ^4,  1H6G. 
Sir:  The  Depirtmont  iw  of  opinion  thrit  tlie  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  and 
Charleston  will  cntihlr  it  to  reduce  the  «*x(»oii.se.s  i»f  the  mainteiiauce  of 
the  Navy. 

You  will  therefore  send  north  such  purcbiiHed  vesselH  as  appear  by 
surveyH  to  require  very  extensive  repairs  and  such  as  are.  in  your 
opinion,  the  most  inelhcient  and  all  those  no  longer  requii-ed. 

The8c  will  probably  lie  sold  or  hiid  up.  You  will  also  scud  home 
any  stores  that  are  not  required.  Further  requisitions  must  he  care- 
fully examined  before  approval,  and  the  commanders  of  scpiadrons  are 
expeetetl  to  use  every  possilde  exertion  and  care*  to  reduce  the 
ezpoimeci  of  their  squuilrons. 
Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tfte  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlorex, 

C'omdy,  South  Athmtic  Bl^tckd*/.  Squndnai^  C/uirl+rKloi^,  S.  0. 
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HeporfofOommnmirr  (Wig/iUm.  U,  S.  ytivy^regardina  th*' t^'atntaH/m 
of  J'ort  M'hii^-.  Pttltt-  Rh^r.  South  (\iroiina. 

U.  S.  S.  MiNGOE, 
Of  Fort  ySliite,  Pedes  River,  S.  C,  Ftlrnury  SJ^  1865, 
Sir:  TIk'  di^scrtois  from  tlu'  rrbol  mnij)  infnniit'd  me  yf.sti!ixhiv 
nu»niinj;  of  tlie  t'vuruntioii  of  Fort  White.  I  t;ot  underway  hihI  stf>ori 
lip  lln*  [  ivt'i',  tiioviu;^'  very  .slowly,  for  !  Iiiul  no  oiIum'  j^uide  than  ii  ctm- 
trul«iiul  Mmt  Imd  Iwon  ujM)ti  \\\v  r'wvr  hrrv,  PriiH-e,  my  pilol,  ln-iiiir 
with  the  Gi-rmiium  for  (hr  pur|)u>o  (tf  saiiniliny  nut  Stiiil:4'>e  Iwr. 
After  fitting  within  lA  iiiili*.s  of  the  luilli^ry  I  sent  my  IkuiI-s  out  for 
the  purpose  of  feeling  for  tori^edoex.  Kindin^r  noiu".  I  jiushed  on  «nd 
eanie  up  Hhreawt  of  the  fi)i't.  I  (ired  three  rounds  into  it  nrtd  found  no 
rcitpoiise.  I  inunned  fill  hout.s  uiid  sent  them  to  the  fort  in  elmrjtjc  of 
my  executive  oftirer,  Mr.  C'onjjdon.  Ho  returned  in  iilKmt  two  hours, 
reixjrtitij^  Ihul  tlio  fort  had  hect*  evfiruate4l  und  was  n  very  lurjje  ono, 
eontuinin^'  tifteen  jjuns.  three  of  whieli  are  X-iiU'h  colinnbiiidH,  two  IS- 
pouiKh'r>»  four  ;^^-ponnder  Br<M)ke  ritles.  livi- 2-1 -]M>umler -smoothbore, 
and  one  iL'-ponrider,  iimJ  that  there  are  hir^e  (piiintitiis  of  shell  anil 
shot,  hut  no  jxnvdor.  The  i^nns  were  found  spiked  when  he  hiiuii'd 
with  three-eornered  tile.-.  Some  cfther  desertei-s  nuiie  on  in>iird  and 
»ny  that  some  of  General  Sherman's  army  are  about  I-'  miles  from 
here  on  the  lihwk  River.  It  is  mv  ifitention  to  dismantle  this  fort  by 
burning  the  gun  carriages  and  tiring  all  the  wootlwurk  about,  and 
sweep  for  Lorpwloes.  After  that  is  aerompliHlied  I  shall  move  uv>  to 
Georgi^town,  unless  otherwise  <liroeted  by  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

J.  Blakelet  Creiohtox, 

Comuiand<n\ 
Captain  H.  S.  Steli.waoen, 

Comma ud'ioij  U.  S.  S.  PnwfKte, 
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P.  S.^I  have  15  deserters  now  on  l»oard  and  they  are  verj'  much  in 
my  way.  I  wouhi  like  them  to  Vm'  sent  to  you  for  transportation  to 
tbe  adminil;  alsu  "A  eonirabaDds. 

A.  B,  C. 


if/utrt  of  Rt^ir-Aflfnlra}   JhihhjTeTi^  U.  *9.  Nnvy^  n^nrd'mq  th^  dis- 
jtotehhuj  of  monitont  to  Rtfir-Adinhuil  I*o/'ff/\  /'.  S.  AV^v/. 

No.  7ft.]  Fi^AO-SteAMKR    rillLADEI.l'HIA, 

Sm:  Agreeably  to  instructions  contained  in  the  i)e]jartnientV  com- 
munication of  February  S,  ""to  send  two  of  the  PiiHsalr  cla.ss  of  moni- 
tors to  K4>nr-Admiml  Porter."  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the 
Samjitmon  left  this  rjort  on  the  23d  institnt.  with  orders  to  repoit  to 
the  senior  otlieer  off  Wilmington. 

The  Moidoid-  left  here  at  the  request  of  Admiral  Porter,  of  which 
the  department  was  notitie<l.  The  de|«irture  of  the  Stmtfamon^  there- 
fore, fullills  the  directioiw  of  the  Department. 
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If  1  am  mistaken  in  thit^  rcsport,  unotlior  monitor  will  bo  disjnitch'.'d 
on  hoarinj;  the  viows  of  tho  iVpartim'rit. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  very  re«i5eotfu]ly.  your  oltodirnt  servant. 

J.  A.   I>Alirj(iKEN, 

Reftr-Adwf'nil^  *'tmid</.  S*»tUh  AUnntlr  Bifjckatlhuj  iSt/uuJtfn. 

Hon.  GioKON  AVellks, 

Sttcrctary  of  th*}  Navy. 


R*:jKtrt  of  R&ir'Adnui'iil  DnhJifrrn^  U.  K  Nuvy^  amumnclntj  fh^  anituU 
of  the  U,  S.  S.  C'/tcfMHi/o  at  t%irle»i<m^  S.  C. 

No.  78.J  Kl,A<)-STi:AMKlt    Plttl.AOKtJ'HIA, 

C/iurhnton ,  S.  t'.,  lu-itiuotrtj  26^  ISh'o. 

Sir:  I  have  to  announro  to  tho  Department  the  arrival  at  this  port 

on  tho  30th  instant  of  thr  V,  S.  S.   <%v>nmj>f,  Ijioutonaut-Comniiindrr 
George  U.  Morris,  commanding,  and  have  lussigned  hor  to  duly  in  tbts 
eomniand. 
I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  very  re8ix?ctf  ully ,  your  obedient  .servant, 

J.  A.  Oaiilghen, 
Rear-Admiml^  Voindtj.  Sauth  AtUtnti*'  Blmhidiiirj  ^t/wjdrtm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkll»w, 

Secretary  of  (hv  Nanj, 


Rt'pifrt  of  Actlmj  Mtmtt^r  Waijiotiy  V.  S.  Navy^  r*fgardluq  thtt  dtAtnw- 
Hon  of  salt  worktt  on  Ptilnintfn  Polnt„  Btdf^M  J^'ty- 

U.S.  &-IIOONKK   JaMEH   S.  (.'IIAMBKK8. 

BuWm  Buy,  Stnifh  CaroUiio,  F'hr'uinj  '2-'*,  f'*f66. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  ttt  report  that  I  sent  an  cxptdition  from  this 
vesHol  on  the  yyd  instant  to  Piilnietto  IVint.,  on  tho  mainhxiid,  in  charge 
of   Acting  Ma-nter  William   L.  liowern,  and  destroyed  and  rendered 
uselesti  for  further  oiwrnition  thriM-  extensive  nalt  works. 

The  result  of  the  exi«^ditii>n  was  the  destnnUon  of  I'Ut  jmns  and 
boilei-s,  a  large  i(uantity  of  ssilt.  brine  vat«.  two  wiuduiill  pumps,  and 
numerouH  slicds  and  outbuildings. 

Ho|)ing  the  abovi*  will  nteet  with  your  iipproval. 
]  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  Watson, 
Actiiuj  Ma^tft,  Commanding. 
Rear-Adiuiral  J.  A.  DAiiuinEX, 

Conxdg.  iyvuth  Atlantiv  Bhu'hitj.  Sqwidn/H,  Port  Royal,  S.  C 


LetU'r  frf*m  Brlyfuiiei*- General  ScJtimmelfennhj^  U.  8.  Anny^  t*)  the 
oymrrianding  naval  offi^r  in  Oharleiton  Ilarbftr^  reqru^ting  coopera- 
tion in  the  prfjtection  of  th*i  railroad  treaties  Sanies  Rtver. 

Udqbs.  Northern  Dtstrict,  Dept.  of  the  Socttu, 

Charleston^  ^.  C,  Februanj  ^6.  lSG6-~3  a.  m. 
Sir:  I  have  received  information  to  the  effect  that  the  main  force  of 
the  rclwl  army  has  not  yet  cn)ssed  Santee  River,  and  that  the  exten- 
sive trestlework  of  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  vvvet  an^i*. \XiXO\i:^ ^^ 
marsh  has  not  yet  beeu  dej^troyed. 
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By  following  up  thu  oiioiny  very  rapidly,  we  nmv  perhaps  vet  save  it. 

1  have  given  onU'rs  U»  Genenil  Pott^T  to  do  ho,  althoii^rh  the 
enemy's  foree  is  Hve  times  as  lame  ns  his. 

I  shall  send  one  of  the  tinelaas  (.SV>v/ /*//(//*).  with  the  proper  num- 
ber of  men,  at  9  oVloek  a.  m.  to-morrow  up  Cooper  River  to  the 
hem!  of  navipition  (Siintee  Caniil,  Monk's  Corner).  This  is  very  near 
to  where  the  trestUnvork  eonimenees. 

As  General  Pottrin-  has  hut  one  section  of  artillery  with  him.  I  wotdd 
beg  you  for  the  cooperation  of  one  or  two  gunboats  to  follow  the  tin- 
clud,  and  to  o|mmi  hre  in  an  eaHterly  dirertion  whenever  the  tirirlad 
o|>ens.  This  is  merely  to  make  a  noise,  alarm  the  enemy,  and  hapten 
his  retreat. 

The  river  has  lietween  6  and  7  feet  of  water  at  the  point  of  dcstiua- 
tion  (the  head  of  navigation). 

r  have  secured  the  services  of  a  good  ])ilot  (Mr.  Anderson),  who 
will  be  with  the  tinihul  Stusntnah. 

I  have  the  houoi'  to  l»e,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant* 

A.  ScilIMMELFENNIii, 
firifjadier-  (ttm^rtil^  O&inmanding  District. 

COMMANDINO    OfFICBK,   LI.   S.   NaVAL    FoUCBS, 

CluirlnaUiii.  Harbor^  S.  C. 


Letter frstra  Renr-Admira)  Dafdgren^  U.  S.  3vrry,  fo  Bri^jadtcr- Gei\*ral 
Schimmdfenni<f^  U.  *S'.  Ariny^  accedint/  to  rif/ue^t  for  cot/jwrativn 
of  gunboats  in  iSant^e  JHofr. 

Flagship  PiiiLAOELi'inA, 

ChuHiMotu  Ft^inMrij  3S,  1866, 
Gen'ERAl:  I  am  just  in  receipt  (7  n.  m.)  of  vour  communication  of 
;i  a.  m.  this  morning,  stating  that  you  will  send  troops  up  the  Cooper 
River,  and  re<iuesttng  thai  one  or  two  gunlM)ats  mav  accomiMiny  them. 
The  time  tixed  is  W  a.  m.  to  morrow  (Sunday,  ^ti)- 
The  Chenango  and  Sonoma  will  t>e  ordered.     Ihey  draw  about  8 
feet. 

I  am,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlokrn, 
Bfar-  Adm  iral,  Comiuanaing, 
General  Schtmmf.lfrnnig, 

Camttujnding  Duttricf^  etc. 


I 


// 


Flacshih   Ph1I,AT)ELF1I1A, 

C%0'/rsto,i,  Fehntary^,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  pi*oceed  with  the  Sonoma  and  Chenango  up  the  Cooper 
River. 

General  Schimmelfennig  intends  to  send  up  some  troops  in  a  light- 
draft  transport  {Savarmah)  in  order  Ui  follow  up  the  rebel  forces,  and 
these  two  vessels  are  to  give  them  all  assistance  in  so  doing. 

You  will  keep  in  communication  with  the  commanding  military 
otiicor,  and  leara  from  him  what  is  desired. 
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I  understand  the  purpose  to  Itc  more  a.s  a  <leinonstnition  thitn  other- 
wise.    You  will  therefore  u.^m  your  ennnoli  freely. 

There  is  .naid  Ut  he  a  ^ood  pilot  in  the  tran»ix>rt,  and  *i  or  7  feet  of 
water  at  the  point  to  be  rew-hed. 

Take  proper  preejiutions  ajfain.st  tor|»edooH,  and  g\v6  a  copy  of  this 
order  to  C-aptairi  Mi»rris. 

Very  resiwetfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  ])aiiu»ren, 
Rettr-AdwinU^  Vornvmnding. 

CuptuitI    FiLLliBlMJWN, 

Coni-nianilinfj  Suinmui, 

For  the  pre.sent  the  g;unlH>«ts  will  advan<'e  a  .short  distance  only,  so 
Its  [to]  ino^e  promptly  with  the  troops.  They  aiv  now  oniharking  and 
will  soon  be  after  you. 

Hetxtrt  of  Lient-enant'  Commander  JtVUhrtnon^  U.  *S\  Ntmy^  cotrnnatt/i- 
tno  if.  S.  S,  SoTUpma^  re/jardint/  eiKtpt'rative  expeditiwi  to  Cooper 
River^  FSriiartj  85,  1866.' 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 
rharhntoit,  Mfirch  /.  IS6fi. 
Admibal:  I  have  the  hunor  to  roi>ort  that,  in  obrdienro  to  your  order 
of  the  25th  of  February,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  and  tlie  Clu'intiujit 
up  the  OMJpi-r  Itiver  to  assist  the  trouixsnent  by  (ieiienil  Sthiuuuel- 
fenni^f  in  the  army  tr)uis|)<)rt  SmHuiUfih. 

We  proeeedfd  a-s  far  as  a  place  called  Uaf^^an.  about  4<i  milern,  above 
which  the  pilut  declined  to  tjike  us.  The  Sorxnnoh,  with  I0()  troops, 
proceeded  .stime  !(►  miles  fartlier.  when  Captain  rlueksoii  huided  and 
eominunicated  with  (lencral  Potter,  who  Hont  nic  a  mcssajje  to  thts 
effect  I  could  I>e  of  no  assistance  to  him,  and  that  the  rebel  troops  had 
all  <'rosscd  the  Santi'e,  burninj^-  the  bridj.'e  )iehiiid  t!iem. 

Finding  1  rould  be  of  no  assist^ince,  I  returned  to  tliis  anchorage 
yeiJterday  afternoon.  1  visited  two  or  three  of  the  phvntiitions  where 
the  Cooper  River  forks  to  the  east  and  west,  and  tind  there  is  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  rico  stored  in  the  barns,  a  schooner  loud  of  which 
wag  captured  by  the  launch  of  the  Chemnujo;  the  report  of  Ijieutenant- 
Commander  Morris  in  reference  thereto  is  herewita  enclosed.  There 
is  also  an  abundance  of  wood,  both  pine  and  hard,  corded  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  ea.sy  of  acce.ss  if  it  is  reciuired  for  the  use  of  the  s<iuiidron. 
Very  respeetfuHy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Scott  Fillebbown. 

Lt^Ttttennnt-  Commundirr. 
Rear-Adniinil  .Iohn  A.  Dahi>orkn. 

Commanding  Sonih  Af/ant!r  BforA'tiding  Squadron, 


Re)>*frt  of  Rear- Admiral  Diihltjrtn,  U.  S.  Nm'^y.^lranmnittiiiif  rfporiti 
of  capture  of  the  ifio*>j*  Elatnu  F^nwry  :?5,  I860. 


I 


No.  104.] 


U.  S.  Fl*AOSlIII»  Phu.ai)klpiiia, 

Chnrl*'»i*m  Ilttrhor^  March  /4,  IS60. 


Snc:  I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  the  report  and  survey  uiron  the 
sloop  hhwiy  prize  to  the  I.',  h.  S.  C/om^iim/. 

The  cargo  is  sent  north  for  adjudication,  in  charge  of  AcU\\^^\a»XKt'* 
Mat«  H.  fi.  Page,  by  the  Massachusetts* 
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The  judge  of  the  t'ourt  has  been  notiiied  of  the  capture  ami  furninbed 
with  ropy  of  survey. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.    DAnUJRKN, 

Rear'A(hulritl^  (imuhj,  S*nith  AUmUic  Mlochading  Synadrtm. 

Hon.  GiDEox  Wkij-kh, 

Secrttary  of  tha  ^avy. 

[Knclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  C^rnan«o, 
C/iarlestrm,  S.  C,  J'W^nnin/ ^o,  1S6S. 
Stb;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  oltedieiire  tf*  vour  order  of 
yenterday,  1  prow>4*ded  to  Deweos  Inlet  with  three  of  the  l^foaU  belong- 
inp  to  this  vCMsol,  in  .search  of  a  sloop  re|)orted  to  Im>  there  waitinjf  to 
run  the  blookade.  Not  finding  her  at  DoweCii  Inlet,  I  continued  down 
to  Bull  WarfBullyard]  Sound,  where  I  discovered,  took|x>sses6ion  of, 
and  brought  her  near  thi«  place.  She  has,  as  near  as  lean  ascertain 
from  the  two  men  on  l>onrd  at  lime  of  capture,  from  50  to  (50  l*ale.s 
of  cotton  and  ii  or  7  boxes  of  tobacco.  Thoy  report  she  left  Charles- 
ton on  the  !>th  in-^tant  to  run  the  blockade,  bound  to  Nassau;  had 
atteuipted  to  get  out  of  (he  (Kum,  but  had  to  put  back  on  account  of 
the  breakers  i)eing  too  heavy. 

I  would  rcsix^ctfully  state  that  in  mv  opinion  the  sloop  Klrint  is  not 
fit  to  proceed  north  at  this  season,  and  request  a  aurve}'  may  be  held 
on  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  }>e,  very  reKjMHjtfully,  vour  obedient  .servant, 

Geo.  V.  MoRRie, 

Lieutenant-  CornvMndtT. 

Bear- Admiral  John  A.  DAHUfREN, 

Commandimj  Si7*Uh  AUnntic  Bl<K'kadlvf/  Sqitndrfm. 


Occupation  by  navid  forca*  of  Battny  W7itt*i  and  Gettrgetvwn^  S„  C, 

Fe^rwtry  2?5,  1866, 


Bapcrt  of  Roar'AdmirEl  D&hLgren,  D.  B.  Kavy. 


No.  80.J 


Fi^GsniP  Harvest  Moon, 
Gwrc}et<mm,  S.  C,  FSruary26,  1865, 
Sir:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  this  town  and  its  defenses 
have  been  occupied  hy  the  forces  imder  my  command,  iind  that  the 
authorities  have  made  their  submission  to  thcUnited  States. 

The  town  i>  held  by  six  companies  of  marines  under  Lieutenant 
Stoddard,  and  the  battery  (15  guns)  by  one  company  of  marine!* under 
Lieutenant  Brcese. 
The  Jfinf/'K'  ilanks  the  town  and  commands  it  with  her  guns. 
As  soon  as  the  land  forces  arrive  1  will  turn  tin-  place  over  to  them. 
I  will  forward  more  detailed  acc4»unts  hy  the  next  mail. 
Nothing  is  heard  here  (brcct  from  General  Sherman. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  re^ijoctfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

i.  A.  Dahujren, 

lie^tr-Adtniral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welleb, 

Secretary  of  tht  Navy, 


ik 
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Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dablgren,  U.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  the  oecapadon  of 
Oeorgfltovn.  8.  C,  iranfmUUiig  reports  of  commanding  offioen. 

Flao-Steamkr  liAin'K.sT  Moon, 
Oef/rgetouyn,  S.  C,  Frhrunry  ^S^  186/1, 

8ik:  rndrr  Hatr  of  the  2*\ih  instant  I  Hnprisod  (1»»  IVparliiient 
that  the  naval  forces  uiifler  my  fomiiiand  liad  taki'ii  po8yof*jiioii  of 
Ge(jrg:etowii. 

Ai>  soon  tt.s  the  occupntion  of  Charleston  left  my  thoughts  and  ineniiis 
at  liberty  1  gave  my  attention  to  this  point  as  likt»ly  to  he  the  prefer- 
able comraimication  for  General  Sherman,  in  case  such  lirconie  (Jcsir- 
able  to  him  before  ent<»rin{r  North  Carolina.  Acyrordingly.  I  soon 
began  to  collect  a  suitable  force  from  other  stations. 

The  McDonmtgh^  Geranium^  and  two  launches  were  ordered  into 
the  Santee,  beine  the  only  clas«  of  vessels  whose  draft  admits  of 
passing  the  l)ar  or  the  river. 

On  tne  22d  instant  the  Patctue  was  ordered  to  Cioorgetowri,  ;iiid  all 
the  marines  I  could  collect  wervi  onibo<lird  in  a  battalion,  Ot^tarl. 
ments  of  seamen  were  also  directed,  the  (jlijcrt  britijjf  to  pass  up  tlif 
Santee  with  this  lK>dy  of  men,  take  the  road  ((j  Georgetown,  whic  li 
traverses  the  rear  of  the  rebel  work,  and  assault  it  while  thf  vessels 
attacked  in  front.  This  infantry  was  to  be  un<ler  the  tnmniand  of 
Comoiander  Stanly,  assistf^d  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Williams. 

On  the  23d  Fe})ruarv  the  l*t^rme  cross^l  the  Imr  and  joined  tho 
Jlifu/tM^  and  jVi/fi^iv  witliin,  upori  which  the  rel>els  abandoned  the  work 
(lijitterv  Whit^)  nn<l  the  Mlngth.  steamed  up  the  bay  and  took  possc^- 
^ion.  The  marines  were  landed,  and  the  nuiiiiciinil  authoritiew  ten- 
der(rd  their  submissi<jn  to  theOovernment  <>f  the  I'niun. 

The  battery  was  found  to  be  a  well-constructed  and  formidable  wurk, 
mounting  15  guns,  of  which  2  are  X-iiich  columbiiuU. 

The  previous  accounts  {)f  this  Imltery  ha<i  varied  so  much  us  to  ren- 
der our  knowle<!ge  of  it  uncertain.  Generally,  it  had  been  much 
underrated  and  supposed  to  l>e  unable  to  resist  "the  atUick  of  a  single 
vessel  or  a  few  men.     But  wo  can  now  understand  that  it  was  well 

E laced,  well  c()nstructed,  and  strongly  aimed,  so  that  we  should  have 
ttd  some  trouble  t<3  reduce  it  if  well  maimed. 

[  desire  to  bring  Kirnt  Lieutenant  Stoddard  to  the  notice  of  tlio 
Department.  He  did  good  service  in  the  field  with  the  marines  of  the 
Heet  brigade  at  lioyd's  Neck  and  tho  Tidiiinny,  and  now  has  the  com- 
mand of  the  largest  force  of  marines  that  has  bt'cn  collected  for  some 
time.  He  ha.s  always  acquitted  himself  with  credit.  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  a  brevet. 

Captaui  Statdy  necessarily  lost  tho  opportunity  that  promised,  and 
which,  from  the  energy  and  vig-or  which  ho  displayed  iu  tho  operations 
at  Hull's  Hay,  he  would  have  unproved. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  commanding  officers  and  also  a  copj-  of  the 
submission  of  the  authorities  of  Georgetown. 

This  has  exhibited  CYorv  indication  of  n  flourishing  place,  and  though 
with  less  than  2,000  inhafiitant.s,  is  tho  third  town  of  the  Staite. 

The  rice  and  <'otton  and  lurul)er  uf  ii  large  scoj^ie  of  counlr'*'  is  floated 
here  by  the  rivers  that  flow  togeth4r  at  \U  site,  the  Pedee,  J51ack, 
Sampit,  and  Waccamaw,  with  tlieir  tributaries. 
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'riuTO  wiif*  u  rumor  thiit  (iciionil  Sliennan  wiis  not  far  distant,  but 
no  tidings  have  rcachod  direct  from  himself  or  his  army. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>cdicnt  JS0T\*ant^ 

J.  A,    DAHUtREN, 

Hon.  Gii>KON  Weu.i«, 

Sfcri4<try  of  the  Navy, 

[RtioloinimL] 

(teouoetown,  S.  C,  Ft^uftry  ^6y  J865, 

For  the  better  maintenance  of  tht'  authority  of  the  United  States 
and  the  preservution  of  order,  the  following  are  unnount^ed  to  the 
inhabitantH  of  Georgetown,  now  occupied  by  the  naval  forces  under 
my  command: 

First.  Conformably  to  the  litWM  of  the  United  States,  slavery  no 
lonpi^r  exusts  within  the.  limits  t>f  the  Union.  Persons  rosidinyf  here 
who  thus  iHHXjnic  frt^edmcti  will,  in  futur(^  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
own  labor;  but  sis  a  rea.*:ionable  provision  for  thrir  inabilitv  to  provide 
for  themselves  imnicdiatelv.  their  former  owners  will  furnish  each 
ont»  of  them  with  sixty  days'  f<H»d  of  the  usual  description.  Any  freed- 
mnn  dcsirinjy  to  enlist  in  the  military  servico  of  the  Unitml  Stat4?s  will 
apply  to  the  railitiiry  commandiint  of  the  di.strict,  or  can  join  the  col- 
onists on  the  sea  islnnfls,  if  he  desires  to  do  so. 

Second.  Those  inhabitants  who  have  remained  in  the  place  and  are 
not  excluded  from  the  bonetits  of  President  Lincoln's  amnesty  are 
invited  t-o  return  to  their  ordinary  pursiiit^s  iis  |)eace,able  citizens. 

Third.  Martial  liiw  exists  in  the  eitv  of  Georgetown.  The  wardens 
and  interulunt  will  discharge  so  much  of  the  unnal  civil  functions  as 
may  be  required  nf  them. 

Pourth.  Surli  huvs  (if  the  pla4'e  as  are  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of 
the  Union  will  remain  in  force. 

Fifth.  The  inteiidunt  iind  wardens  will  furnish  the  provost-marshal 
with  an  lU'count  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pliice,  and  of  those  who  left 
with  the  rebel  troojxs.  They  will  cause  the  ehurelies  to  l»eopcne<l  and 
served  as  usual;  but  no  clergynnin  will  be  allowed  to  omit  the  cus- 
tomary praj-ei-s  for  the  Pn^sicient  and  authorities  of  the  United  States 
whii'h  are  enjoined  by  the  cftnons  or  practice  of  his  church. 

Sixth.  The  intcndantand  wurdtMis  will  provide  a  list  of  all  inhabit- 
ants who  mav  be  destitute  of  footl.  and  of  those  who  are  able  to  con- 
tribute to  their  relief,  who  will  be  accordingly  assessed  Uiv  the 
purjHJse. 

Stfventli.  The  sale,  or  gift  iif  all  spirituous  liquors  is  .strictly  forbid- 
den, and  any  inhabitantolTendi  ng.  wnen  a  sailor  or  marine  is  concerned, 
will  be  punished  by  line  or  imprisonment. 

Kightn.  The  inhabitants  of  Georgetown  will  rememlwr  that  their 
own  authorities  have  placed  them  under  the  pn)tection  of  th<»  United 
Stales.  They  will  lie  careful,  therefore,  to  avoid  all  participation  with 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  dealt  with  severely  for 
offenses  of  this  kind. 

Signal  lighti*  have  Ihm'u  observed.  In  fntuiv  such  will  be  tired  at 
from  the  cannon  of  the  nearest  vessel. 

Ninth.  The  commanding  naval  offirer  i>re,sent  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  above,  and  the  commandmg  marine  oflicer  will  act  as 
provost-ma  I'shal . 
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Tenth.  Whenever  uny  aiilitary  officer  duly  (luthorized  l>v  tliu  mili- 
t«ry  autlmrilics  nhiiU  take  post  in  tho  town,  the  eouunancliiij:  nanil 
officer  will  turn  over  to  him  the  entire  eonmmnd  luid  withdniw  all  tlio 
seanieu  and  marines  from  the  town. 

J.  A.    DAHLnRKS. 
Rear'Aiimlrai^  Chmmandmtj  South  Athmtic  Squadron, 


CVnTNrii.  Chambek, 

ti'ttn'ijttmcu^  S,  C'.,  J'W*ruftrt/  ^5^  1865, 
Sir:  Whereas  the  Confederate  forces  liuve  evaeujited  this  town,  the 
undersigned,  intenchuit  and  wardens  in  council  n.s.sembled,  aj^reeable 
to  your  demand,  do  hereby  surrender  the  town  of  (teorjjetown  ti>  the 
United  States  foret;^  under  your  command,  pledf,^lrij;  ourselves,  upon 
honor,  in  our  ofHcial  capacity,  a.s  far  as  lies  ui  our  power,  to  prevent 
any  art  inimical  to  the  United  States  forces  gram.soned  here,  cluiniin]^ 
such  protection  of  |»rHons  and  property  iw  i^i  usually  accorded  to 
communities  in  our  .situtttion. 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  olM'dient  nervantH, 

R.  O.  Bush. 

G.  F.  B.  Leigiiton, 
S.  R.  Carr, 
W.  K.  Heston, 
F.  N.  Macijsker, 

Admind  J.  A.  DAiiUiicKNf 

Couuaandintj  thtj  C  S.  A\wfd  J'hrtvn  at  (la/njuft/ien,  S,  C. 


Seport  of  Captain  Bt«Uwageii,  U.  B.  Kavy,  senior  officer  preMiit. 

I'.   S.   S.   I*AWNBK, 

Off  North  hhiml^  South  Carolina^  Fdtruartf  ^^,  1865. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  and  occupation  of  Fort 
White  and  (reorgetowu  yester(hi\ ,  the  enemy  liaviitu:  evacuated  on 
our  approach.  The  Pan^nvr,  under  my  command,  arrived  yesterday, 
and  after  receiving  on  board  the  dL'tjuhui<-nt  of  innrineH  brought  up 
by  the  Finmhtnu^  1  crotiJ^ed  the  bar  as  soon  as  the  tide  served. 

Commander  Creijjhton,  }»ein^  ailvised  of  the  int^^ndcd  cva<^iiation, 
sijrnaled  for  permission  to  advance,  and  witli  all  proper  precautions 
approached  the  fort,  which  he  found  ha-stily  deserted,  containinj^  tif- 
teen  guns.     I  enclose  herewith  his  reports. 

1  have  directed  him  to  pnn-eed  carefully  up  the  Bla<^k  River,  and 
have  dispatched  the  tug  Vaf<f!jni,  with  LicutonantConnnander  Ilenty 
and  EnMgn  Oliiss,  prepared  to  open  tuimuiunicution  bv  the  army  code 
of  signals  with  Major-General  Sherman,  who  is  said  to  be  some  12 
miles  off. 

1  have  sent  a  detachment  of  50  marines,  under  Uicutonant  Bree>ie, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  to  occupy  the  fort,  ('oinmander  Balch  is  charged 
with  general  superintendence,  and  accompanies  the  parties,  having  also 
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the  siimll  stP4iiii   Imincli  to  koop  up  communication.     This  x'pssel  and 
tho  ytpftc  i)r()e<'0(l  up  as  soon  as  tide  peniiit'?. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8er\^ant, 

H.  8.  Steixwauex, 
C'aj}t<tfn  and  Senhr  ()ffiv.*?r  Prrtwnf. 

Kcar-Admiml  .1.  A.  Daiiloukn, 

Ctftriify,  St^uth  Atlantic  Blttcl'if (J.  i<fjimdr<my  i%ifiettion^  S,  C. 


Beport  of  Commutdtr  Crel^hton,  V.  S.  Kavj,  oommaitdiiiK  TT.  S.  8.  Mingtw. 

V.   S.  S.  Ml  NOOK, 

OffFffH   W'hite^  Pfidt-eliiver^  JS\  C,  Febnmry^It^  1865. 

AiiMiiui.;  I  have  tlie  honor  to  receive  your  disimtch  of  33t^  instant, 
iind  it  lindn  uic  in  jtosscssidM  t>f  Fort  White. 

Yesterday  inomuij*-  I  wtis  informed  l>y  soiue  deserters  thiit  tliey  had 
eva<'uatcd,  (»r  were  evacwatint,',  Fort  White,  near  (ieorgetown.  I 
imraodifttely  ^ot  underway  without  a  pilot,  Uptef,^rove  being  on  Ixmrd 
Painiui.,  out.side.  and  Prince  on  the  (remvium^  oil  Suntee  Bar,  and  on 
my  approncliiuL^  tln^  buttery  I  sent  my  Injats  swt^ping  for  toiHKloes. 
Finding  none,  1  .steamed  pjust  the  battery,  tiring-  ftmr  rounds  at  it,  with 
no  response.  Anchored  and  sent  armed  Jurats  aHhore  and  took  iwsses- 
sion.  My  executive  oflicer.  Mr.  Congdon,  in  charge,  found  the  l»at- 
torj-  Hbaniloncd  a  short  tirm^  previous  to  landing,  and  guns  spiked,  six- 
teen in  numlK'r,  of  the  following  cabln'r;  One  (J-iH)imder  suKKithlwra, 
two  X-inch  cohimbiads,  one  iy-pounder  long  siege  gun.  three  32- 
pounder  rilles.  one  24  mniider  riHe,  six  24-poimder  snioothlnu'es,  one 
ripounder  siege  ^nw  (snioothfjore),  with  threc-cornere<i  tiles.  Found 
a  large  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  and  the  fort  to  be  of  large  dimen- 
sittns,  well  constructed,  and  very  formidnide.  We  have  dismantled  it 
by  dismounting  the  guns,  bn^nking  the  carriages,  etc. 

I  swept  this  morning,  but  have  not  found  any  torpedoes.  I  will 
continue  to  examine  and  see  if  any  can  be  found.  1  have  13  rel)el 
deserters,  and  2  by  tho  names  of  Henry  Sbbnfin  and  Henry  Schlond- 
ruff,  who  gave  themsidves  up  on  the  boats  landing  at  the  f<irt,  and 
i*evend  contmliands,  all  of  which  1  send  down. 


I  shall  continue  my  way  uj)  the  river,  in  company  with  tho  Nip»ic^ 

dire 
St«llwagen. 


slowly,   unless   otherwise   directed    by    the    senior    officer.   Captain 


Very  reKpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakeley  Creigiiton, 

Commaiid^n', 
Koar-Admiral  J.  \.  Dahi/iren, 

OnuTtmndlng  South  Athintic  Bl<wkadin<j  Sipiadt'oti. 

P.  S. — The  XipHii'  could  not  accompany  mo,  owing  to  the  lOw  tide, 
and  Captaui  Henry  being  on  board  tho  Ptuvnte^  where  I  had  sent  him 
to  report. 


Rtport  of  Acting  Eui^  Hojrei,  TF.  8.  Ravy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Cktalpa. 

U.  S.  S.  C^atalpa, 
Georgctomn^  February  SS^  1865. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Captain  StelJwageu,  seniorofficcr  present, 
I  started  up  the  river  with  this  vessel  t<nvard  this  place  (Georgetown) 
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and  arrived  at  t>:Sr»  ti.  ni.  this  day.  Aw  I  was  i>assing  up  by  tho  town, 
I  i>spi(>{l  a  squad  of  rpl>(»I  horsenipn.  As  mwn  iw  I  mil  ulon^'side  th« 
dork  I  sent  ten  anued  uion  to  hcouI  the  town  to  see  if  thoy  could  sco 
the  horseraeu.  In  the  meantime  I  asked  the  civic  commandant  of  the. 
town,  Mr.  Rush,  for  the  keys  of  the  town  hall,  to  enable  me  to  miae] 
the  stars  and  stripes  over  the  alx>ve-nanu'd  place.  I  then  sent  Acting 
Knsijrn  Thompson  and  two  men  to  mUo  the  flajj^;  the  men.  Boatswain  a 
Mate  Konnedv  and  Ordinary  Seaman  AV,  Christopher.  They  clinil>ed 
the  dome  of  the  alKivenamed  hall,  and  mlsed  thf*  lla^'  with  thret'  cbt'ors 
and  a  volley  of  six  nmsket-^.  As  soon  as  the  fliif^  wiis  raised,  the  relwl 
horsT'men  made  a  dash  in  the  town,  and  enpiginjj  the  men  of  this 
vcjisel  sent  by  me  to  sf.tout  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  after  some  tiftceu 
minnte.s  fij^htinj^,  they  eiipture<l  one  man,  Morris  Sullivan,  ordinary 
sejinnin.  Aa  soon  as  the  alarm  was  given,  the  Ixxit*!  of  this  vessel  and 
the  Min^tM;  were  called  away  and  anued,  and  acnt  ou  nbore  and  drove 
the  enemy  out  of  the  town. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Allkn  K.  Noyk-s, 
Ai'fnuj  KiiAf{/u,  Onntnandirig  U.  S,  S.  OUalpa, 

Uear-Admiral  .(ohn  A.  Dahixjren. 

Gninnaitdiitf/  Stntth  Atlajitlc  JiUtcJcntUmf  Sf/uttd?'(/n. 


B«port  of  Sear- Admiral  DablgT«n,   U, 


No.  83.1 


8.  Nav7,  glTLBir  det&ilad  deaoription  of  Battery 
Wlut«. 


FLAGftHip  Makvkst  Moon, 
OffBiiitenj  mitt,    WinyahBaff,Ft^ruary^8,lS65, 

Sik:  Very  .soon  after  closing  my  dispatch  {82).  I  had  occasion  to 
anchor  near  this  i)lare  and  went  lushore  to  visit  the  work. 

The  ao'rtunts  in  the  reports  fail  to  convey  a  correct  idea  of  itH 
chanwlcr.  The  site  was  admirably  schM-ttMl,  not  only  cuuuuanding 
the  channel,  but  the  various  roads  t*)  the  town  above. 

The  principal  Ituttfry  looks  directly  on  the  water,  well  i)lanned  and 
executed  rarcftdly.  not  only  with  reference  to  a  cunnonaae  by  flhi|W, 
but  also  to  an  a-ssiiutt  from  the  water. 

The  (Carriages  were  all  new,  and  probably  brought  here  recently,  as 
many  old  carriages  were  piled  away  in  the  rear. 

The  WHttM*  Uiltery  mounted  twelve  guns,  two  of  which  were  X-inch 
eobnnbiads,  three  riHcd  US-jmunders  (banded),  four  24-ponnders,  two 
rirted  1 2-poim<ler.s  (banded),  making  eleven  guns  looking  on  the  water. 
Tito  ditch  was  llaukcd  bv  a  (>-|)ounder.  Tlie  work  luid  ample  ti*av- 
er.ses  and  magazines.  The  approach  to  the  right  Mank  over  the  low 
beach  was  swept  by  one  '24-|M)under  in  a  si'|mmte  Imtt^^ry  and  by  a 
l:i-I>ounder  also  in  a  detached  work.  The  rear  of  the  position  was 
defended  by  a  formidable  rampart  and  ditch,  exti^nding  800  yarda 
and  l(x>king  on  the  sevenil  rt)ads  leading  to  Georgetown.  It  was  not 
entirely  tinished  and  had  a  24-puunder  mounted  at  ea4>h  Hunk;  inter- 
vening places  were  designed  for  tieM  gxms. 

The  ground  occupied  by  tliese  works  might  \w  UMi  wrex,  beautifully 
wooded  with  live  oak. 

Tlie  hut$  for  the  men  were  numerous  aud  well  c^o\^.1&Vv\k:c\£^^  V\>i^ 
ranges  of  nice  stalls  for  horses. 
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If  the  worliM  liad  hoen  sufficiently  nmnned,  it  would  liave  required 
good  trcjopM  Uj  take  the  work. 

Ah  aiK>ii  HA  u  plan  of  the  Imttery  and  the  site  can  be  prepared  I  will 
fend  ft  copy  to  the  Di']>in"tm4'iit. 

]  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahi-gren, 

Jititr-Aflmtrttl. 
Hon.  Gii»X)N  Wkt.i.es, 

StVf'f'tttri/  f/ff/u*  Ntmy, 


B«port  of  Lientanant-Oominindar  Vatthewt,  U.  B.  Vavy,  regarding  the  gana  in  Battery 

White. 

Harvest  Moon. 
Wint/ah  Bay,  of  Fort   W/tidf,  Fefmuirtj  iiS,  1H65. 
Sir:  I  would  very  respectfully  rciiort  that  I  found  the  following 
punH  in  the  fortn  here: 

F'tH  \\7i/th. — Three  82-poundor  (6.4  inches)  rifles  (hooped),  2 
X-inch  columbiudf*,  4  24-))nundi^rH  (smooth),  2  r2-poumleit*  rifled 
(hootMul),  1  :^9-inch  (.smooth),  left  Munk;  tot^l,  12. 

In  mmiUicorkstoth^rlghi, — Que  24-pounder  (smooth),  1  12-pouuder 
(Hniooth). 

lt%  Fort  Wfntl, — Two  24  poundtM's  (wniooth). 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  OaviLLE  Matthews, 

LieuUtiaut-  Cominander, 
Itear-Aduiiriil  J.  A.  DAin/iBEN, 

Cytmuumding  *Si/ftth  Alltintic  Blocleading  Squadron, 


Order  of  Kear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  CapUln  Stellwagen,  JS,  B.  Navy,  to  transfer 
Uie  ooDunand  at  OeorgeCowu  to  Colonel  Brown,  U.  8.  Army. 

Flag-Steamer  Ntpsic, 
Geargfto}fyn  Rtxidn,  3f<trv/i  7,  !S65, 
Str:  Colonel  Hrown,  commnndinjrtheOno  hundred  and  lifty-sevcnth 
New  York,  has  been  sent  lioi'o  by  General  Hatch  to  occupy  George- 
town and  the  posU  near  it. 

You  will  therefore  transfer  to  him  the  pof^tw  nshore  held  by  the  Navy, 
unless  he  should  desire  any  to  be  retained  until  other  forces  arrive. 

You  will  render  any  assistance  that  may  Ik»  desireil  by  the  military 

f<ircert,  and  it  is  particularlv  desirable  that  the  rivers  euiptyinjj  into 

the  Iwy  should  be  scouted  thoroughly,  and  I  wish  the  utmost  activity' 

to  be  used  in  this  res|>eet.  ni^ht  and  any,  ruin  or  shine. 

I  am.  very  rcHpectfiilly.  your  oU'dient  senant, 

.K  A.  Oahi^rrn. 
Rtar-Adiniral^  Ctrntdg.  Stmth  Atlantic  Bimkiuliny  Stjuadrtm, 
Captain  Stkllwaokn, 

S&iiijr  if^ctu\  ttc. 
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Infdructi<»t»  from  Rear- Admiral  Dahlyren^  U,  S.  Nafvy^  to  Capt-ain 
SU/lwftfftm,  O.  S.  JVhri/,  ftenior  o^.cer^  Georgetmt^n^  S.  C. 

Fla<»-Stkamkk  IIarvkst  Moon, 

0W'rt/f^4otcfi,  S.  6".,  FSruary  ^8,  1866. 

Sra:  1  leave  here  for  Charlenton,  and  you  remain  tho  senior  officer. 

The  ouly  olijeet  in  ot'eupving"  tins  plut'c, »«  I  do,  is  to  fiiciUtiite  com- 
luunii-tttion  with  (lencml  &h«nimn,  if  he  desirew  it  here,  or  by  the 
Sauteo. 

When  the  Chtnaugo  and  Sonoma  ftiTive,  station  one  in  each  river 
by  the  town  to  HMsist  the  force  ashore;  one  vessel  should  be  m-ar  the 
fort  and  one  at  the  litfht  house  to  look  for  communication  with  uie. 

Keep  up  information  from  the  Santec  by  a  courier  over  the  Santee 
road  or  by  water.  I  leave  vou  three  tujjs,  the  S'Wt'et  Briery  Catafpa^ 
and  Chn'tT^  with  a  disjmtrb  Iwut. 

Let  parties  be  pushetJ  out  by  land  and  water,  to  feel  the  rebel  posi- 
tionu,  and  drive  back  his  si-outs  and  picketn. 

The  commanding  officer  of  mariners  will  furnish  you  with  orders 
re^ulatinjdj  alfairs  jushore,  my  clerical  force  being  too  small  for  copies. 

Let  the  utmost  activity  be  maintained.  Give  each  coinmandin^^ 
officer  a  copy  of  these  instructions,  and  send  me  information  by  a  tug 
ever}*  other  day  of  tlie  coui*s<*  of  mutters,  and  immetliately,  if  any 
tidings  come  of  (Jmeml  Sherman's  army. 

There  is  some  lumber,  coal,  and  other  property  of  the  rebel  (govern- 
ment, which  should  l»e  collected  for  naval  use.  Lf*t  it  be  put  in  some 
of  the  scows  that  are  about.     The  channel  should  be  buoyed. 

Another  tug  has  been  ordered  here;  if  she  arrives,  send  her  to  report 
tome. 

Very  respectfully,  your  o!)edient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAmx?RKx, 
Bear-A(lminjl.y  Onndg,  South  At/^nttr  Blff*'kadituj  Squadrtm, 

Captain  II.  S.  Stellwaoen, 

Coinnuindlmj  U.  S.  S.  Pairnee. 


Rep^rrt  of  Lieuieiuini  (yRam^  U.  S.  N^a-tyy^  r^ard^ng  a  reconnoi^anoe 
in  Santee  Rivtr,  Fel)rH<try  38  to  March  tf,  1866. 

FlAO-SteAMEU   PlIILADELl-HIA. 

Ch'trUstoit  Harbor,  Manh  7,  1SC6. 

Sir:  In  olwdience  to  your  orders  of  the  *iTlh  ultimo,  dii-eclinj'  me 
to  proceed  in  the  steam  launch  to  the  Santee  Kivcr,  and  witn  the 
steamer  Geranium  and  two  launrlirs  then  in  the  river,  a-scend  as  far 
a.s  possible,  in  order  to  comniunicatc  with  any  l)odie^  of  troops  that 
might  be  on  the  river.  I  have  (he  honor  to  report  tlial  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2Sth  I  took  the  launches  in  tow  an<l  stiirted  up  the  river. 

C)n  reaching  the  railroad  tMidt^e  I  found  it  destroyeil,  and  not  hear 
ing  of  our  troojjs,  tontiimed   Ine  ascent  40  miles  farther  u»  to  (lail- 
lard^s  plantation.     I  there  learned  (hat  a  brigade  of  (ienenil   I'otter's 
troops  wa«  encamixid  at  [SaintJ  Stephen's  Depot,  some  U  miles  distant 
from  the  railroad  bridge.     I  at  once  returned  to  that  |xjint  and  sent  out 
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0  party  to  coniiimnicatc,  and  found  that  the  troops  the  day  Iwforo  bad 
taKrii  the  road  up  thp  river  toward  Piiuivillo..  I  again  returiiod  to 
Gaillard's,  above  PinevilU',  hut  wim  unable  to  t^mmunimte  with  Gon- 
cml  Potter.  I,  howovt^r,  fired  ^ns.  and  sent  u|i  rocket.s  wbicli  wore 
answered  by  the  anuy  at  Pin^nnllo.  After  remaining'  here  about 
eight  hours,  and  beings  short  of  provisions,  I  started  down  the  river^ 
and  reaebed  the  mouth  of  the  North  Santoe  yesterday  mornintj.  On 
the  way  down  I  heard  of  ii  t-ornimny  of  cavalry  at  a  phmtntion  on  the 
north  !nink  aiiove  the  railrona  near  Murray's  Ferry,  inoharjjeofa 
drove  of  l,o<**'  nittU'.  1  i-oncludcd  to  hind  u  fon*e  and  ciiptuiv  the 
cavalry,  if  iK)s,HibIe,  and  disperse  the  cattle.  I  suceeedi'd  in  the  hitter 
obj(M't,  but  in  the  fonner  1  regret  t«  say  was  unsueeessful.  While 
moving:  around  to  their  rear,  as  I  supposed  undiscovered,  they  made 
an  attempt  to  seize  the  launches,  but  a  few  discharges  of  shrapnel 
from  the  howitzer  drove  them  back,  and  when  the  laud  force  came  up 
in  thi'ir  rear,  they  watt^^rcd  in  all  directions,  leaving  sevend  horses 
and  muskets,  a  wagon  and  all  their  baggage, 

I  !ost  no  opportunity  of  picking  up  mformation  at  the  different 
planttitioiis  on  lM)th  banks  of  the  river  and  am  satisfied  there  is  no 
organized  rel»e!  force  to  the  southward  <jf  the  Santee,  and  but  few 
tmops  south  of  the  Black  Uiver.  I  met  no  one  who  knew  anything 
of  Sherman's  wherea(>outs. 

The  river  is  full  of  short  turns,  with  a  very  rapid  current,  mid  a 
good  depth  of  water  above  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  to  (iailtanrs 
pluutiitiou.  Bolow  the  junction  there  are  l>ars  with  not  more  than  S 
feet  of  water. 

I  tind  the  negroes  on  many  of  the  plantations  have  eeased  to  work, 
and  arc  helping  themselves  to  hogs,  cattle,  etc. 

The  Orrnnhiui  grounded  several  Limes  on  the  way  up  on  aoeount  of 
tlie  shortness  of  the  Itcnds.  and  at  oiii'  time  had  to  be  lightened.  On 
goiiiij  nn  board  I  found  she  had  one  day's  coal,  but  sooner  than  siilfer 
any  dehiy,  determined  to  l>urn  woo<l  \  lind  the  plantation  rails  make 
excelletil  fuel.     1  used  them  in  the  furnaces  for  six  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  o[)edient  servant, 

James  O'Kane, 

Henr-Adn^tral  ,h  A.  Daitloren, 

Commamlitnj  S'juth  Atlantic  Blitchadincf  Si^naihtm. 

lEndoTwmenl  { 

Tmusmitted  for  the  iufonnati<Mi  of  the  Department. 
The  [Kjint  reached  was  nearly  where  the  southern  line  of  Orange- 
burg District  touches  the  .Santce,  and  just  above  Black  Oak  I>i;UDd. 
The  orders  have  l>een  carried  out  very  creditably. 
Very  respectfully, 

J,  A.  Daht^ourv, 

Hear-AdmiraL 
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Di-Htrihuiion  of  vesaeU  of  th^  South  AtJ<tntic  Bktckading  Sfpiodrtm 

March  U  1866, 


VWMl. 


AcnHa 

A.lKt-r 

>AiIhII18 

Mlk-U 

AmnimnthiM  . 

At^tllUJM 

Axitltm 

•Bnien 

•Brudlicm  ... 

•Bimil 

CaniiiHliUjrtiR. 
GliD«rToti 


•Cbambrr*  . 
Cftnonleiw . , 

Dftouia..., 


Mo.  of 
gniu. 


DoncgiU. 


•Uetubok 

OertttkttUB 

Olndlolun 

•UrimUi 

•G(K>.  W.Kodgan. 
JUrvert  Moua.... 

Home 

Ui'dranyea 

*HotigbU)n 

Bale, 


fete 

Jonquil 

GktflUU 

Ufalvh 

'odona 

Abnnitun 

«rkK|)ur 

UxhlnlnR 

IHlupie 

(oDonough 

Canffbun 

__jlnbrcan 

Slobopac  

Mittinrlnor-k  .    . , . . 

Nkntuok«l 

Mfthant 

NIpric 

I  •New  HftFipatilrc. 

I^onrlrh 

Vmorfolk  Packet.. 

OtUwa 

*Orvclta 

Olaandw 


FhmIo. 

FawiiM 


^ 


^ 


W 


ciMa. 


,  Cominaailing  offloer. 


Serow  toff 

Kide- wheel 
iitcvtinvr. 

BIoop  of  war. . 

B«irk 

Screw  tn«  .... 

du 

do 

Kchoouer 

Bark 

KcblKTHLT 

Bt'TUW  k1()0|>  .. 

6id  f-wlieel 

run  boat. 
Screw  tog  .... 

dn 

do 

do 

Bldc-wbeel 

tUK. 

Schoonef 

Moultor 

Hcrew  9t«atner 
Slde-whci'  I 

«t«aiaer. 
8cr«w  tiMt  — 
8idt»-w  heel 

tUK-  I 

Slde-whitc  1  ' 

«tvamcr.        I 
Screw  neamcrl 

do 

Bark,     store- 

Rbip. 

Baik 

SIde-w  h  e  o  1 

tQK. 

Screw  toe  ■••- 
8chooi)«r.mnr- 

tar. 

Schooner 

Sld«-w  bee  1 

ateamcT.       i 
acrewHteamcr.j 

boapltal. 

Screw  luK 

Bark,       con-  i 

deiouvd.       I 
^KVi  BtcaDiHr 

Sohooner 

Screw  tug .... 
Scrow  iiloQ|>  . . 

Rflrew  ttig 

Monitor 

do 

Kcrewrt«iintr 

SCTPW  tup 

do 

Screw  tender . 
Hide-wheel 
ateamcr. 

do 

Scliooner 

80T«W  f^OOp  . . 

Monitor 

do 

do 

do 

Stirowfriin> 

boat. 

Ship,  rtore 

Screw  aleami-'r 
Schooner, 

mortar.         , 
Screw  gun- 1 

boat. 

Scbooner 

.Slde-whot'ltiiu 

Murill.ir 

Screw  nloop. . . 

•aalltng  reipelf. 


Act^.  Mastor  Wm.  Barr]nnor« . . . 
(JomdrT  H   I'miU'Dhjh 

ActR.  ViiLI-Imu,  a.  plilnncy 

.\c(K.  .MoMtT  I.  A.  i'vnnvll 

AftK.KnF.iKn  W.R.Cox 

AcUc.  KnN^jjti  J.  V.  C.txik. 

AfliC.  MiwUT  F.  W,  HtroilK 

ArtB-  MftntiT  \V.  F.  KotldlnK 

Aptg.  Ennlgii  J.  H.Bennett 

AftK.  linsiKU  <}.  ti.  CurllM 

Capl.ii.H.Sciitt 

Cuaiilr.  KjfhtTt  Thonipeon 

Artg.  KiiNijfin  A.  K,N<iye« 

ArtR.  KtiHiffT)  tlavld  R.  Hawtw... 

Ai'lg.  Kn«i«n  Williiim  Povd 

AciK- KtioIhii  EW'dJ.  Mltrlii'll  .... 
Art^.  .MnHitT'xMiitoi.iLti.  W.Pwt 

Aetsr.  -Miurter  \V m.  WatMni 

Llotit.  Comdr.  O.  E.  Belkniip  . . . . 
Aftg.  V(d.  Ueut.  J.  F. .Nickoli) . . . 
Lieut.  Ooiadr.ti. U.Morris 

Acig.  F.nBi«n  fJ.  W.  Wllliaiiui . . . . 
Acl«r.  M&fiu-r  Wm.  H.  Mallarri . . . 

Artjc.  Vol.  Lli'itt.  li.  I),  rrphani .. . 

Comdr.  J.  v..  WUIiamwn 

ActK.Vol.Upm.  Kd.Cavcady... 
Act^.Un»ter  hcwit  Wcat 

Actc.  Haater  J.  F.  WlncbeMer ... 
Aotff.  BnaJftn  David  Lee 

Actff. Ensign  N.fiouuhton 

Aolff.  HaMcr  Ja«.  Ogllvle 

Antg.  Master  L.  G.  EiDonoD 

Actg.MaxU'rJ.E.Criwby 

Aetf(.  Mut4>rUi>nJamln  I)y«'r — 

AiljE.  Master  t'han.  W.  Koxeni . . . 
Actg.  UaMer  E.  G.  Furbcr 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Mlletiell 

Actg.  Vol.  UiMit.  W.  I.>.<-Iinfvlifll 

At-tg.  Ua«-UT  J.  K. Sticknuy 

Comdr.  J.  J.  Almy 

Artg.  Knnign  T.  11.  Hnnwin 

IJeut.  Comdr.  F/lwwtd  HnrtPtl.. 
IJcut.  Comdr.  .^.  A.  Stmime*  .... 

Aet.  Vol.  Llciit.  ft.  I>.»wnnn 

Artg.  En«iifn  SinrEl-t  Center 

Aclg.  Ennliiti  William  Nelsoii .. . 

'6utndr.J.B.Crelgttion 

MouL  Comdr.  A.K.Crumuui.... 

Actg.  MuKter  John  Collinf 

Oomdr.  Daniel  Animen 

Lieut.  Counlr.  A.  W.  \Vc»v«r 

f^imdr.  I!.G.  dtrmlt    

Lieut.  Cnmdr  R.  F  R.  I*wis 

Lleiit.  Comdr.  W.  K.  Mayo 

Uuut.  Comdr.  K.  W.  U^nry 

Oomdr.  Wm.  Rp>iioldii 

Actg.MaatcrWm.H.Do  Wolf... 
Actg.  Master  Qeo.  W.  Wood 

UeuL  Oomdr.  Jan.  Stillwflll 

Actg.  Ma«t«r  Wm.  Pale* 

.\v\tc.  Master  tt.  I'.  Walter 

LU'Ut.  Oomdr.  B.  W.  Scult 

Capt.  H,  8. 8tellwag«n 

i  Howluert. 


PrcM-nidtity  or nintlnn. 


North  Hdisto. 

I'ort  H>i>'nl,  repairing. 

rharliHitivn,  olnnw. 

»t.Bhuon>. 

Cfuirli-wuin. 

Fori  Kfiyitl. 

Cliarli-fiton. 

Charlenton,  ntonw. 

Ht.  Andrew'f. 

Havaniinli,  dlvprK. 

SI.  Helena. 

{"ort  Koyal,  r<-palrlng. 

Oeorgclown,  [S.0.1. 

ChnrTettjin. 

Port  Royal. 

Chnrlerton. 

Port  Royal,  rt^pnlriiig. 

Bnll't  Bay. 

Port  Royal, 

CharlMtoii. 

Do. 

Port  Ro)'al. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Do. 

North  with  fi'»nvny. 
Carry  tng  natv*. 
M.  Calherioe'B. 

Port  KoyaJ. 
Oharleaton. 

Do. 
Waatiaw  Hound. 

OsMbaw. 
aeomelown. 

ChArlt'xtcin. 

Do. 
Port  Royal. 

Kt.  John'*  River. 
Havan  nab. diver*. 
i*nrt  Royul,  repairing 
Churk>Ktim. 

D.I. 

Do. 
Ston'^  Inlet, 
i^pelo. 
Charlenton. 

Do. 
Wamw. 
Qeorgetown. 

Siono  InleL 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Owabaw. 

Cliarlestou. 

Wawaw. 

Ctuirleaton. 

6mno  Inlet. 

(ifMirgetown. 

Port  Royal. 
8t.  John'a. 
Onabaw. 

Port  Ro>-al,  repairing. 

Cbarleaton.itoKs. 
Carrytng  Hiorra. 
Port  Royal,  repalriug. 
Georgetown. 
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CommuidiDg  ofllcor. 


V««el. 


No.  of 
gutu. 


Pontlac 

PntmnfllCA 

fhlUdclphlA 

IVttit 

.•Ptfrrj- 

t'lVwry  nmylim... 
'•lUcvr 

Sfimiiuii 

Huli'  ctriiMuvu 

8hen»iidiuh 

•»t.  LouiB 

South  Carolina 

SAmtflfta 

BiinfnnI 

tiwiH.'tBrk>r 

Stcltin 

•Smllh 

•Swift 

•ThuiMler v-' 

TtDondefOCK.-...- 
TiiM«roim 

kVHlpftniw 

'wiMMtUckcNi 

Wlnonit 

WuniKUlui 

Wuido 

»WUU»ni« 

•WtklCat 

Wanl 


('liuw. 


Sldc-wheel 

({tinboat. 
Scrvw  Mvamer 
8)de-whvi>l 

fitetinivr.  I 
BIdt.'-whti.'ltiiK 
8c  liottnt;  r,  < 

tnortiir. 

BriK 

Sloop,  tender.' 
8r  bonuc  r, 

tonrtar. 
ljidc-wb«t'l  ' 

iniulioaL  ' 
Sfdv-wheel 

Mwiinur. 

SciVWIll(M|i... 

ftaillnKitlnof)  . 
acK'W  »t«»iui>r 


9     SnlHiiSHlfMip.. 

Mcrew  flmmt-T 

8cn'w  tuK 

8on>w  Hreumer 
ScbooDvr, 

mortar. 
Schooner. 
tender. 
Sloop,  tender  . 
Screw  sloop  .. 
do , 

Htilk.  hfwmltal 
Sltl'w  Kun  MJHt 

do I 

Screw  i*t*aiiiM.T 
aide-wbvv]  I 

rteatovr. 
B  c  h  ()  o  II V  r , 

tnortar. 

Tvoder 

Uorur 


Ucut.(.V}mdr.H.B.  Lueo 

Actff.  Murtpr  p.  M.Montell 

Artg.Miuttor  W  T.^IIluspie 

Ai-lff.  Ensti:n  Chaii.  Grieve 

Aotg.  Miutu'r  I>.  P.  llMith 

AvtR. Vol. Uem. O.W.Brown  ... 

AclK.  MiurteV E. 6! MaJiiii '...'.'.'.. 

Licnt.  Ootndr.  T.  &  Fll  Icbrowu  . . 

(.Vttndr.  Pntihifi  Stanly 

Cttpl.l>.B.lHd«i'lr-"-- 

Comd r.  O.  H.  Preble 

AtrU.  Vol.  Ueiil    Wm.W.  Kan- 

nff*on. 
Actic-Vol.  Uoin.romdr.  K.  BhmI- 

hfud. 

AtitK.  MftHttT  Z.  Kninptim 

ArlK,  MiL'<l»T  Will.  Uaitt-y 

ArrK.Vol,  Lii'iiif  J.VaiiAlMino 
At-lic.  Maiktvr  Uurker  Vuii  Vix^r- 

bffl. 


i'Kpt.(:bafl.Stefdmaii 

rmcdr.J.M.  Krell«y 

Aclx.  MAMter  \\.^.  Bianchnrd  . 
Lieut.  CVinidr.  A  W.  JuhnM.in  .. 
Lfriil.  Cj^mdr  Wm.  H.  D«on. .. 

Ac((i,  Miuit«rr[in>.  W.  Lw 

Aetff.  MiLsUT  KriHllc.T.  Kliijc.. 

AclK.  Mutter  Uco.  W.  Parker. . 
Ac*,  iliwier  r! T.  Wyait'. '.'.'.'.. 


PTamiidatyori 


aftranaob  Rlw. 

Charlevtou. 

Cha  rlv«tciu.    Itaf> 

»t«unier. 
Ron  Rrtyul. 

OlHibB.W. 

Penuindlno. 
Nortli  VAinUi. 
8«rajiiiah  River. 

Charlcaton. 

Dix 

Do. 
North  BdiMO. 
C'harkatoa. 

DolHiy. 

!>i>rt  Koyal.  pppalrlnf. 
lieorKeUtwo. 
St,  flelenn. 
SUdiu  lolet. 


Port  Royal. 

Nortb.  let  tow  Saugfr 

mon. 

pDrllto>Til. 
Stom)  Inlet. 
Charlo«tuii. 

X>o. 

siutHi  Inlet. 

Port  R<n>al. 
I.I«ht-Hoiuw  tnlet. 


*  Sail  Ins  vtnaebt. 


tnnwiui-t«. 

J.  A.  DAITIiOREN, 

Rear-Admintl.,  Coindtf.  Smith  Atlantir  BitM'k'Atdu44f  Squadrtm^ 


Rt^port  of  Rear- Admiral  Dtihlgrfn.  U.  .^.  Xiivt/^  r*'g(trding  thf  Iork  oj 
tM  U,  S,  S.  Ilarvcid  M*Nm  hi/  thf  fxjthmtfm  nf  it  torjKdo, 

No.  M.\  Fi^g-Stkamer  Nipsic, 

Geoiv/etotni  Rtnids^  March  U  l^GS. 

Srn:  My  \ttte»t  dispatcho.*?  (Nos.  H2  am)  83)  had  lieen  oloned,  and  not 
luitrinjr  unything  of  (roiieral  Sherman  at  this  place,  I  was  oii  luy  way 
tti  (Miurlt'Kton,  hut  wilm  internipted  for  tho  time  hj'  the  tostt  of  my  flag- 
j»hiii,  whirh  wa**  sunk  Ity  thr  explosion  of  a  t^>rtH'do. 

ThiK  t<K»k  phiro  at  T;4.">  a.  m.  to-da^*.  and  the  ImmI  information  I  now 
hav*>  \f*  from  my  own  prr.yoiml  ob^crvfitioii.  Whsit  (jlhi-rs  may  have 
iiotirfsl  will  Im»  pliriloii  l>v  tin*  (^nirt  of  fniiuiry  whii  h  I  shall  (M-cler. 

Thi*  Ihn-iff  Mft'fi  limi  Ihtm  lyin{,'  nt'iu*  (Jeor^ottiwti  until  vosterday 
aftt'riiiMiii,  whon  I  drnppi'd  dnwn  to  UatU'ty  Wliito. 'iorS  miles  below 
UiUnuliii)^'^  !«►  look  tit  llic  work  and  U'liic  the  next  day. 

AwHirtlnitfly,  IhiH  mornii»tr  early  the  //-//ww/  Mt^m  wi'ij^ht'ti  amlior 

Hiut  M(i>4uui*d  down   tlu*.   hay.     She  hud   not  proceeded  far  when  tlie 

[^\/«At!iioij  took  i>}hw. 


A 
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:k,  and  1  wtw  wailing  lircakfuat  in  tlie  cab 


i 


It  wiw  nearly  S  c 

hen  instontly  a  loud  noiso  and  shock  ocrun'cd,  and  the  hiilkluw! 
separatiug  the  cahiii  troni  tliu  wardroom  wits  jjhatUnvd  and  driven  in 
toward  me.  A  variety  of  articles  lying  about  me  were  dispersed  in 
different  directions. 

My  first  impression  wfis  that  the  l)oih'r  iiad  l>urst,  as  a  report  had 
been  made  by  tlie  engineer  the  evening  before  that  it  needed  n^pair 
Uidly.  TiieVmell  of  giinptiwder  <ini<"kly  followed  and  gave  the  idea 
tliat  the  mugazine  had  exploded. 

There  was  imtiirally  some  liltic  eonfnsion.  for  it  was  evident  that  the 
vessel  wtLs  sinking,  and  she  was  not.  lotig  in  rcnching  the  liottom. 

As  the  whole  inrident  wa,s  the  work  of  a  iiioinent,  very  little  more 
can  lie  said  than  just  rehUed.  But  one  lifr  wn.s  lost,owing  to  the  singu- 
larly foHiniate  fjn't  that  the  aetinn  of  (lie  lor|HMhi  oeenrred  in  the  open 
space  between  the  gangways  and  between  tfie  ladder  to  the  upper  deck 
and  the  wardroom,  which  is  an  o|mmi  passageway,  u«<iipii'd  hy  no  one, 
and  where  few  linger  save  for  a  moment. 

Had  it  occurred  farther  aft  or  forward  the  loiiseijuniei-s  woidd  have 
been  fatal  to  many. 

A  large  breach  is  -said  to  have  been  made  in  the  de<"k  just  between 
the  main  hatrli  and  the  wardruotu  indkht-ad. 

It  had  been  reported  to  me  that  the  <-hannel  had  U-en  swept,  but  ho 
much  bus  Iveen  siiid  in  ridicule  of  toqwdoes  that  verv  little  precautions 
are  deenn^d  neeessary.  and  if  resorted  to  are  probaftly  tiikt^n  witb  le»a 
car*^  than  if  due  weight  was  attjudied  to  the  existence  of  these  mis- 
chievous things. 

As  I  close  this  eouununication  C'olonel  Brown  has  arrived  hero  with 
a  jxtrtion  of  the  New  York  One  Imndred  and  tifty-.sevonth.  and  I  have 
directed  all  the  jnists  anhore  at  tieorgetown  held  by  the  Navy  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  Army. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resjMjetfully.  your  ol)edient  sen'ant, 

J.  A.  Pahkoren, 
7ir(tr-Adniir(U,  (\midff.  Smttk  Athtntic  RliHikading  S<puidnm. 

Hon.  Gll»Kt»N  WELLf^S, 

Secreiartf  of  the.  Niwy. 


intrt  log  of  tlie  U,  S.  S,  /ffin'fftf  Affton,  Arf/tt{f  Master  Orody^  U,  S, 
.Xfti'i/y  vifvutiuuduuj. 

March  /.  IfiGo. — ^t  I  a.  m.  jsaw  a  light  in  the  direction  of  Battery 
White.  At  tJ::iii  a  boat  from  the  /'«//vt/v'  eann*  down  the  river  and 
landed  at  Battery  White.  At  7  the  /^ttmrt/  rire<l  a  gun.  At  7;  15  got 
underway  and  pnxieedcd  down  the  river  through  Marsh  Channel,  tug 

tC/ftvt^  in  comi)any.  At  7:45  a.  m..  when  aKnit  '\  n»iles  from  Battery 
White,  we  mn  mt  a  torpedo.  It  blew  u  bole  through  the  starboard 
quarter,  tetiring  away  the  main  deek  over  it.  whii'h  eaus(Ml  this  ship  to 
sink  in  live  minutes  m  *JA  fathtuns  water.  Vu^  <lt»vfr  immediattdy 
ciune  to  our  assistam-e.  The  ailnural  and  -^talf  went  on  bttard  <'hn\'i\ 
the  ^hip's  oiKcers  remaining  tui  Inmrtl  to  .>ave  everything  ]>ossiItIe. 
S«>nt  gig  in  charge  of  Arting  Knsign  I).  B.  .\rey  to  the  7\i*nuf  for 

I  assistance.  Sent  three  boat*  up  the  river  Ui  drag  for  tor|>edoes.  John 
Hazzard,  wardroom  steward,  missing,  supposed  drowned,  he  l>eing  in 
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the  hold  at  tho  tiiuc  of  the  I'xplosioii.  Kroni  8  n.  m.  to  niidnijifht: 
Ship  aaiik  in  Swash  Cbaunel,  W  iuyah  Hay.  H  miles  S.  K.  by  K.  from 
Battorv  AVhitc,  in  :2^  fathoms  water.  At  0  a.  m.  tug  Ciorr-r  niat  off 
and  proceoded  down  iho  river,  the  ottiwr  and  crrw  renniiniiij,^  liy  the 
Hhij)  to  save  the  furniture,  etc.  Boats  returned  without  tindinu^  the 
torpedoes. 

afarrh  Si. — Several  men  employcMi  in  drafrjfinff  the  ship's  hold  for 
the  Ijody  of  John  Hazzard,  wardroom  steward:  was  kilh'il  Uy  the 
explosion.     At  Hi;.3i»a.  rn.  sueeeeded  in  finding*'  his  hcnly. 

Aj/rUSfJ. — At  2  p.  m.  abandoned  the  wreck  and  moved  to  Battery 
White. 


Rej)(iri  of  a  court  of  etwuirtj  reqarding  the  hv<«  of  IK  S.  S.  //arvent 

MfM^/t,  jiknh  /,  1S65. 

A  naval  court  of  enquiry,  comjK>sed  of  Lieutenjiut-Coinnmnders 
Quackenbush  and  Dana  and  Aetin^  Master  Conj^don,  of  which  Aetinpf 
Assistant  Paymaster  Cabli'  was  judge-advorate,  eonvened  on  )nmrd  the 
U.  8.  S.  Miniffu^  April  27.  lMi5,  hy  order  of  Rear- Admiral  T^iihl^ren, 
to  eufjuiro  into  the  sinking  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Jlun'mt  }fotm,  doth  report: 

That  said  vessel  was  sunk  by  a  toi*pedo  and  that  no  blame  attjiches 
to  any  of  her  officers. 

Seisitre  Jty  th£  U.  S,  S.  Poniiav  r;/'  Voufed^rate  uttsimer  AirKizofi^  in 
Sawmtiah  Rivn^  Otttrtfut,  March  £',  IfiSd. 

B«port  of  Lieat«nuit-CoinmandaT  Lnoe,  U.  fl.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  B.  Pontiao. 

U,  S.  S.  PONTIAC, 

Sm^ttmuih  RfVt-r.  (fnoujut^  Murch^^  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steumcr 
Ammon,  lately  employed  hy  the  ref>el  (lovernment,  steamed  down  the 
river  this  morning  and  gave  herself  up. 

Hhe  is  in  eliarge  of  David  R.  Dillon,  who  elaims  to  l>e  her  owner; 
she  has  on  boam  75  or  80  bales  of  cotton,  also  eluimed  by  him. 

Mr.  Dillon  assumes  to  1hi  a  elti/en  ofStvannah  and  a  Union  man, 
and  has  embraced  this  tlie  tirst  opportunity  to  escjipe  to  the  Union 
lines. 

I  have  taken  ix>sst»ssion  of  the  Auui:^/m  and  placed  an  oflieer  and 
prize  crew  on  Imard,  and  will  await  your  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Hervant, 

S.  B.  LuoE, 
Lieutenant'  Chmmander, 
Admiral  John  A.  Dahluukn, 

ConifHafuiing  South  Atlaiitu'!  Bhtckadhuj  ^juadrtm. 


i 


ert  of  Baar-Adminil  Dahlgren,  V.  B.  Navy.   tranimittiDg  itatsment  of  Lientonant- 
Commander  Lnce,  0.  S,  Navy,  and  report  of  board  of  anrvey. 

No.  177«.]  F1.AGSHIV   PHILADKLPHIA, 

CharltMiini  ftiti'fmr^  Mtiij  7,  AS'6'.'». 
Sir:  The   cargo   of   the  prize   steamer   AmnzoiL^  captured   on  the 
ad  March  in  the  Savannah  River  bv  the  U.  S.  S.  Pontiao,  is  sent  north 
by  the  Mamachtsetis  for  adjudication. 


* 


J 
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Enrlosed  is  a  cony  of  survey  and  appmisonipnt,  and  stMteinpiit  of 
facts  in  relation  to  nor  capture,  yo  fur  iis  tlicy  havo  reached  nie. 
1  have  tbo  honor  to  Ik*,  very  res])ectfuliy,  your  obedient  eervant, 

J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 
Rtytr- AdminiL  <\ntHhj.  South  Atlfintw  Blockading  S^inadnni. 

Hon.  GiPic<>\  AVkllks, 

Secretary  t>ft}^  Nairy. 


I 


BtEtemtnt  of  facts  regarding  ttao  priM. 

U.  S.  S.  PONTIAC, 
Samjtna/i  Hlrci\  (h'orijui^  April  17^  1S€6. 

On  the  raornin|yr  of  the  2d  of  March,  1S*S5,  tho  Poutinc  then  lyinjja 
f«w  hundred  yards  above  the  city  of  Savannah,  a  steamer  was  dis- 
covered inakinjrher  way  down  the  Savannah  Kiver. 

Under  the  supponilion  that  she  lK)re  a  flag  of  truce,  a  gun  was  tired 
to  brin^her  to,  and  a  boat  diwpiitched,  in  command  of  executive  officer, 
A^'tinj^  MiLsier  Winslow,  under  Hny"  of  truce  to  connnunicate  with  her. 

The  stranger,  who  sutisofpii'ntly  i)rovod  to  be  the  Autnson^  in 
obedience  to  the  Hi)^ntil  pun,  stoppr-d  sonic  distance  above  the  army 
picket  lines,  and  was  th(?r<"  boarded  hy  Mr.  Winslow. 

Am'crtaininp  tlie  objei't.  of  theriiiitaln  of  th<^  AifuiZ'm  to  Ih^-  the  fjfiving 
up  of  himself  and  lioat  lo  the  Feaeral  authorities,  Mr.  Winslow  sent 
hJM  lioat  hack  with  that  explanation^  and  the  re^iuest  tp  bring  the 
steamer  down.  Thi»  icqucst  was  granted^  and  the  Amazon  was 
anchored  close  to  the  Ponilav. 

The  Ama2oti  proved  to  be  a  steamei'  (juite  recently  used  as  a  rebel 
tnmsport,  and  to  have  on  (ward  81  bales  of  cotton;  both  vessel  and 
cargo  claimed  to  he  owned  by  her  cai>tain,  mn-  David  Dillon,  a  citizen 
of  Savannah. 

The  Aftyisrm.  wa8  taken  possession  of  by  me,  an  officer  and  prize 
crew  placed  in  char^^e,  and  the  case  reported  to  the  admifal. 

There  is  reason  to  belie v(^  that  the,  Auiaz'ti}  \\\v*  Ijcen  in  the  employ 
of  the  rebel  (ioverninent  for  the  three  years  last  past,  and  that  the 
cotton  brought  down  by  her  was  stolen  from  the  rebel  (iovernment 

S.  H.  LtK-K, 
Lleutf^uint'  Commander, 


Report  of  board  of  larray. 

U.  S.  Ship  Nkw  HAMi*8mRE, 
J*orl  Royal  Ihr^mr^  H.  <".,  April  27^  jm6. 
Sir:  In  olx>dienco  to  your  orders  of  April  24.  1865,  we  have  held  a 
"triet  and  careful  survey  upon  the  prize  steamer  ^/«fl5<>«  and  respect- 
fullv  make  the  following  report: 

she  is  a  high-pressure  steamer,  built  for  carrying  cotton.     The  hull 
I  is  iron,  and  in  good  conditii>n.  its  are  also  the  engine  and  boilers.     She 
was  built  in  1S5G;  draft  of  water,  2  feet.     She  is  not  tit  to  go  to  sea  or 
:  to  Steam  with  salt  water. 


W^ 
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We  apprui-so  hor  valuo  ut  $8,000  and  iivoiniinMid  Ihtit  .she  l>c  sent  to 
Savannah  Kiver  to  prest^rvc  hrr  hull  ami  iMtilrrs. 
Very  respectfully^  your  obrdient  servants. 

T.  K.  BAl.Dw^^', 
ActuKi  Toln7ih't:r  Licut-enanL 
U.  B.  HiNEfl, 

Art  tug  3 faster. 
John  M.  Davies, 

Miuter  Carpenter. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrkn, 

(Jmnmandauj  South  Atiantif  Jilockadinfj  Sf/itmlnm. 


Order  of  the  Sticretury  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Pkkering^  U,  S,  Naivy^ 
commandlny  U.  S.  *9.  VanderhiU,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk^  tmoing  tlie 
a  S,  S.  Cdumhla. 

Navy  Department,  May  5,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Charleston  with  thu    Vnnd.'ihiU,  and  on  arriving 
there  report  to  KtMir-Adininil  Dahlj^riMi  for  the  purpost*  of  towing  (he 
nun  Ofiuinhia  to  Norfolk.     L^se  every  possible  carc  in  the  execution 
of  this  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  th<'-  Navy, 
Captain  C.  VV.  rioKBRiNO, 

Gmimiindlny  U*  S.  o.   Vanderf/t'lf^  N&n  York. 


Repttrt  of  Rvar- Admiral  DaU^ren^  U.  S,  Nai*y,  responding  to  ike 
Pepartvieiifs  letter  rega^rdin^  the  C,  «S\  ram  StonewalL 

No.  86.]  FLAtr-STKAMKR    PHILADELPHIA, 

ChtnU^ton  iltifhur,  Afanh  H,  1S65. 

Sir:  I  hav«  ix'reived  thr  iVpartuu'nt's  roninuinif-iitinn  of  the  24th, 
in  relation  to  tho.  rtd>el  mm  punha.sed  at  Niintos,  in  Knince,  and  beg* 
leave  to  cmrlosc  copy  of  thr  Hpmdron  oixler  (»n  thi*  .suhjt'i't  in  order  to 
Hppritie  the  Department  of  the  stej).-!  tnkcn  to  ninH  it-s  wtfshos. 

The  principal  object  of  Hvich  a  vessol  woulil  In*  tlu^  destruction  of 
public  proj^rty  at  Port  Koval,  to  nn'ct  vvliith  I  ordered  there  the 
CuJioutcu-n  and  M^ihopm-, 

The  former  is  now  there  :  tJie  latter  has  been  detained  by  the  reported 
disability  of  the  N*n>tuvk*'t. 

It  is  hardly  possibh*  that  tlie  rebel  riini  wmild  attempt  to  enter  this 
place  or  to  remain  in  :?i^ht  loii^  empugh  for  a  monitor  to  ^et  out. 

Savannah  will  l»c  difKcult  on  aecount  of  it«  lonf^  channel  and  olistruc- 
tions. 

The  Monadnock  oiTunied  the  bi>Nt  eliannel  to  the  cit3',  and  if  the 
null  entered  Tybee  would  quickly  block  her  and  capture  lier,  tus^iisted 
by  the  Van<mic\ut. 

I  had  intended  to  throw  out  some  of  the  larj,'er  ves.sels  to  cruise,  but 
as  they  are  to  go  elsewhere  others  will  be  selected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  oln-dient  servant, 

J.  A.   DAHmRBN, 

Acting Hiftr-Admtnd^  Cmndg.  South  AtJ'antic Blockdfj.  Squttdri/u. 
Hon.  GiuEON  Welles. 

Secretary  if  the  N(Pvy. 
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(hnitft  of  Rmr-Admintl  Ikthhtreii^Un  S.  Ntipy^Ut  C(ytninan<i^'  Frailly  ^ 

Flao-Steamku  PitiiJiDKrii*TnA, 

C/iar/eMi^m,  'S'.  C,  March  5,  IS65. 
Sik:  You  will  pmconj  with  tho  7)/j*fV7 m/rr  to  OssafftiwiiiiH  relieve  the 
Mtthiom,  now  on  duty  there.     Captiiin  Amuicu  will  hnml   to  you  the 
■nstnK'tioiiH  that  have  l>eeii  tr'v«'ii  to  him, 

Voii  will  anchor  as  neiir  tno  forts  as  posi^iblc,  and  hy  moans  of  vour 
IxMits  ol»sei-\i)  and  prevent  any  etrort>i  of  the  rebels  to  renew  a  fodg- 
luent  at  MeAllistor,  Kosedew.  or  Bi'aulieu. 

It  waM  intt^nded  to  remove  all  the  guns,  shot,  et<".,  and  to  render  the 
works  untenable  by  dcstroyinjf  the  Iwnibproof,  magazines,  etc.  You 
will  take  all  the  coal  and  provisione*  your  vessel  can  carry,  stopping  at 
Port  Uojal  for  the  purjxwc. 

Very  renpectfully,  3'our  obedient  Hervant, 

»!.  A.  Oahi^oren, 
Rmr-Admintl^  Comilg.  Smith  AtUmtlc  liliK^kadliuj  ^^uadnm. 

Commander  J.  M.  Fkailey, 

Comvuiudiny  U.  S.  S.  Tifxtftrtrfo^ 


Order  of  Rfftr-Admirttl  Dfthhfr*m^  U.    S.    Nory^  to   Ueutrnmii-Com^ 
mander  Barrett^  U.  S,  ^'atyy,  commandmcf  U,  S,  S.  Vatttkill. 

Fi^Aosmp  Pnn-ADETjTnA, 

ChnrhMim  UorJtor^  Murch  7,  tS65, 
Sik:  You  will  prore^xl  with  your  ves.M'l  in  low  of  the  ShcDOtulo^ih  to 
Portress  Monroe,  and  u|Kin   your  arrival   there  rejiort  to  the  senior 
naval  oificer  present. 

Very  rewpectfully,  your  oliedicnt  (servant, 

J.  A.  Oaiiuiken, 
Rfiar-Adnilml^  ('mady.  South  Atlantic  Blttcladuty  St/nadrtm. 

Lieuteiiunt-Couuuandor  Edward  fiAURKTT, 

Cmnniaiiding  U.  S,  S.  C'afskil/. 

[Order  of  ^ame  date  to  (^nmiander  I'arrott,  L".  S.  Navy,  eoiumand- 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Motutdnoi'ky  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roadr*.  accom|)aiiied 
by  U.  S.  S.  ^fo/^utln.  Order  of  8th  instant  to  Lieut4Miant-(VMimiandnr 
Weaver,  commanding  Mahopav^  to  proceed  to  HamptOD  Roads  in  tow 
of  U.  S.  S.  Oambrld<je.\ 
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SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON* 


Report  of  Jieor- Admiral  Daldgrmi^  U.    S.  Navtfs  twhwieledifhuj  the 
bepartmenfa  direct io^rm  regarding  dti<po9ttion  ofveaedH. 

No.  92.]  FljIG-StCAMER   PHnADELPHIA, 

CharhMUm,  S.  C.,  March  8,  1S65. 
Sir:  The  directions  of  the  Department  have  been  retieived  ordering 
the  SAemtndfMt/i,   T/cond<n^a^  Mohican^  and  Motiadnock  north  ana 
the  JnniaUt  to  Briizil. 

The^'  will  ho  disputehed  without  unnecessiirv  delay. 

I  httvo  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahixiren, 
Rear- Admiral^  dnndy.  South  Att-antic  Bt'Ockadmg  Si/uadr(/tu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th*^  N^axjy. 


I 


Report  of  Lietd^tiani- Otmmandirr  Mtrrrt's^  D,  S,  Naiw^  cotmnaitdh^ 
U.  S.  S*  Chenanffo^  regarding  tt  reconvoi^ancfi  m  Slack'  Riifer. 

V.  S.  Gunboat  Chenango, 
Getirrgetoimi^  S,  C.^  Jf'tri-h  (K  IS65, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  vour  onler,  I  left  (ieorgetown  on  thi?  evening 
of  tbo  7th  instant  for  the  pur(H>HO  of  nmkinjj  a  rocontiotssanct^  and  to 
try  and  find  a  stnnll  steanier  Niiid  tu  be  up  Black  liiver.  I  bad  to 
anchor  at  night,  the  river  beinj^  m  many  placeH  much  narrower  than 
the  length  or  my  vessel,  with  continuous  short  bends.  On  the  Mth 
instiint  i*eaohed  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Perkins,  alxait  45  miles  up  the 
river,  when  the  pilotdecided  the  sttninier  could  go  no  fai-ther.  Lrfinded 
and  I  learned  from  the  negroes  that  the  little  steanier  I  wa8  in  search 
of  had  iMHrn  carried  31^ miles  farther  up  the  river,  and  that  upon  our 
approach  to  h\it  master's  plantation,  about  30  mounted  cavalry,  ariucd 
with  rifles,  left  there  to  attack  our  boat.-^,  should  they  be  sent  farther 
up;  they  also  rejxirted  that  a  company  of  mounted  tr<iops  was  at 
Brown's  F'erry,  which  wc  had  parsed  in  the  niorning.  Believing  their 
report  to  be  true,  I  decided  to  return  and  vi>it  tlie  plantations  as  I 
went  by;  kept  all  hands  at  general  lumrteis  from  the  time  of  starting. 
Upon  our  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Brown's  Kerry  the  enemy  opened 
ujx)n  us  from  l>ehind  a  levee  or  blutf  with  rifles.  We  immediately 
responded  with  broadside  guns  and  rifiemen  stationed  in  the  tops 
The  l>cnd  was  too  short  and  the  tide  too  strong  to  stop  abreast  of  them, 
but  my  officers  who  were  aloft  think  we  must  have  nit  some  of  them. 
One  of  my  men,  Charles  Wilson,  seaman,  was  badly  wounded  in  the 
sbiuilder. 

I  have  brought  down  a  deserter,  William  I.  Gore,  formerly  a  lieu- 
tenant ui  Ward's  Light  Battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant. 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 
Lieutenatit-  Commander. 

Captain  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  3W«/  Fon^a^  off  Gearxjetown^  S.  O. 


SOUTH    ATI.ANTTO   HLOCKABTNO   SQUADBOW. 

R^oH  of  Avtlitg    Vft/untt't'/'  Lleutetutnt  Churvh'tll^    (',   S.   St'vr/,  re- 

gardlmj  (/pt'rations  of  th*.>  dl-vcra  in  Sav(tnn»ih  Rivrt*. 

t 

U.  S.  ScHooNKR  Hope, 

Srtvanmtk  liiiy^',  Gevryitu  Matt'h  7/,  1865. 

Sib:  I  would  mont  res|H?ctfuliy  Huhmit  the  followinj?  report  of 
operations  siiur  the  dato  uf  my  lust: 

One  iHirt  of  niv  force  biivr  iH'cn  enipUnrti,  when  it  wrt.s  pus.sihlo  for 
a  diver  to  work,  in  gettinj^  inachinerv  out  of  the  sunken  scow  in  Nouse 
River;  a  large  quantity  of  uiachinery  has  been  recovered,  some  of  it 
very  valuabfe. 

I  hiivt'  rxaniined  the  wreok  of  the  mm  Saninnfih.  She  a]>poui>i  to 
have  been  entire]  \' de-stroyed  by  the  explosion  of  her  magazine^s;  J  may 
recover  her  gfuna.  1  have  aJso  found  and  raispd  a  larj^e  ritlod  fi^un  of 
about  7-inch  bore,  has  weven  jfnwves  and  two  reinforce  imnds;  these 
are  made  and  shrunk  on  to  the;  gun  in  rings  of  about  0  inches  !>road, 
the  upper  hands  breaking  joints  over  the  lower  ones;  the  gun  is  of  cast 
iron,  not  sealed;  the  trunnions  are  cast  (mi  to  t!iH  fjuii  forward  of  the 
bands;  it  is  apparently  of  Auierican  construction.  The  vessel  upon 
which  it  was  mounted  was  hurnt'd;  some  of  the  rings  of  Iho  reinforce 
bands  have  become  loose.  Thcro  is  another  hcavv  ^mi  in  the  same 
wrcrk.  From  the  diver's  description  I  judge  that  It  is  a  IX  or  X  inch 
shell  gun.  I  shall,  it*  possible,  raise  this  ";un  to-day.  I  have  shmg  tho 
wrecU  in  which  they  were  found.  She.  has  good  engiiu\s,  (piite  new, 
and  I  think  are  very  little  injured;  she  has  protiably  a  quantity  of  shot 
and  shell  on  board. 

There  is  a  large  quantity  of  property  in  the  river,  and  in  case  my 
servicers  should  be  required  elsewhei'e  I  would  n'speetfully  suggest 
that  I  leave  a  [>arty  here  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hartshorti  to  prosecute  the 
work.  I  have  found  and  niised  a  vessel  (the  one  mentioned  in  a  fomier 
re|»ort)  used  by  the  rebels  as  a  Hoating  battf^rv.  She  is  built  like,  the 
one  which  I  have  been  using;  they  wilt  W  of  great  use  to  me  in  car- 
rying on  o|)cratiuns:  they  are  stronjfly  built,  of  very  light  draft,  and 
in  fact  are  what  wen*  i»»o<Uh1  for  raising  vesseb,  or,  fi'oni  their  jwculiar 
build,  for  any  kind  of  work. 

I  have  also  recovered  some  anchors  and  chains,  but  need  them  for 
nuK>rings,  a-s  the  river  is  subjiM't  to  sudden  freshets,  during  which  the 
current  does  not  change,  but  runs  out  on  the  th»od  as  well  as  the  ebb 
tide.  '   \  . 

The  weather  has  continued  very  unfavorable;  the  river  has  been 
very  high  for  the  past  two  weeks,  and  it  has  Ih-cii  altjjihst  imjxjssible 
much  of  the  time  to  work.  In  ol>edience  to  the  order  of  (-onunander 
Patterson,  the  sul)rnarine  appamtus  of  Mr.  ('.  H.  Sanborn  lias  been 
thoroughly  tested  and  <lu])licat*''  reirorts  forwarded,  'ilie  iipi«iratu8  i.s 
on  board  this  vessel  awaiting  your  decision. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8er\'ant, 

W.  L.  CiiCBoaiLT-, 
Acii'fn/  Vofuntefr  Lufuienant^  Ofunnandhuj. 

»    W    B — VOL    Hi ly 
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lieport  of  Arfintj  MitttftT  Vnug/um^  U.  8.  N<i\*y^  rummuhding  U.  S.  S. 

JouquUy  rt'ifdn/tfitj  ej'jfedition  t'n  Wtiriff^/  liivf'r  ittnf  th*'  cttpfitre.  ttf  a 

doop  in  Ueirr  Creek. 

Ordnance  IVjat  Paramount, 

Charh-Hton  Harl>*n\  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  Tn  nhcdionrn  to  orders  received  fri>m  Fleet  Cnjitjiin  .T.  M.  Briid- 
ford,  I  pitK-eoded  (Kehruary  25,  181)5)  *>n  un  exnedition  up  the  Wando 
River  in  the  U.  S.  8,  Jt/ru/uU,  aeconipaiiied  hv  tK?*ee  arincd  IxMits  from 
the  II.  8.  sh\\^Jf/hn  Ad/tinit.  At  10  a.  n»,  1  diseovered  a  slooj)  up  Deer 
Creek,  !tlH)ut  IS  inile.s  from  thi^^  liurhor.  I  (iiiue  to  anetior  and  sent 
ail  armed  boat  in  char^^e  of  Acting  Eusij^ii  Charles  H.  Ilauson  up  the 
creek  to  brills;  the  sloop  out.  At  1!  :30  a.  m.  the  sloop  way  brought 
alongside  of  the  Janfjud.  She  had  i\  bales  of  sea-is|iind  cotton  on 
board.  Ther*'  wa.s  no  name  on  the  Hloop.  I  then  stiirted  on  my 
return  with  the  sloop  in  tow.  The  tide  rises  and  falls  in  the  \\'ando 
and  \U  creeks  about  b\  or  0  feet,  and  by  remaininjf  until  low  water  I 
Hhovild  have  l>een  d*'layed  for  want  of  suflieieut  water  for  the  Jow/uU 
to  get  down  l)efore  the  next  flood  tide. 

In  olx'dienee  to  orders  reeeived  froui  C'aptain  D.  B.  Ridgoly,  senior 
officer,  I  started  again  on  the  27th  of  February,  with  the  Jtmt/uil  and 
the  .same  }>out*<,  up  the  Wando  Hiver  in  search  of  a  sloo|)  loiined  with 
cotton,  which  sloop  I  liai!  heard  of  in  my  previous  expedition.  She 
was  captured  bv  our  lH>ats  about  3  miles  up  Silver  CrooK  and  brought 
alongside  the  Joinpnl  about  1  p.  ni.  the  27th, 

She  had  It  bales  of  .sea  i.sliind  cotton  on  Itoard.  She  had  no  name 
on  her.  1  have  had  tlio  cotton  on  bcitfi  sloops  marked  a-s  follows: 
''J.ct.l.A." 

Silver  Creek  is  about  lii  miles  above  this  harbor. 
Very  resj>ectfully,  your  f>bedient  servant, 

Hknuv  Vaighan. 
AHin4f  Mimterj  Commanding  Jixpeditiitn. 

Hon.  GiuiBON  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  tfie  Navij. 


Letter  frfym  th<>  Setyfeinry  of  tfu  JVavt/  to  Commnndtr  lialvh,  U.  S, 
Naoy^  frart^mittiiuj  vopu  of  a  commendatory  J-ettcr  frtfm  Jiear- 
Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  ifnvy. 

Navy  Department,  Afmvh  11^  /.Wo. 
Sir:  The  Department  takers  great  pleasure  in  Iransmitting  herewith 
copy  of  a  communication  from  Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  testi- 
fymg  to  vour  im|>ortant  and  meritorious  services  whilst  in  command 
of  the  If.  S.  S.  J\iwfieej  attached  to  the  South  Athmtir  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  I'Dspectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
S'fvrfiary  f*f  the  N<wy, 
Conummder  (ieokce  H.  Raix'h, 

C'.  .y.  Nury,  WfiJthtn</(o7ii  1/.  C. 


Geortjetifwn,  S.  C.^  Fthruary27^  fSfiS. 
lnMH4«.sion  nf  Qiptiiin  Bali;h\s  dotacbmeiit  toftxpn's.^ 
tlio  I>eiMir(iiu'nt  Jiiy  appHM-itition  of  tho  .services  of  thin  oliicrr. 

He  has  held  L'oaiiuand  of  the  PitiriN.-ti  duriiijf  tlie  wliolo  |Xjrioti  of  n\y 
romumiid  of  tliis  sijuuclron,  siriee  ''tily,  ISiJS,  and  alwiiys  dischnrj^ed 
his  resj)onsibIe  duties  in  action  and  otherwise  wiUi  alacrity,  judgment, 
and  Hucccss. 

This  is  not  the  lirst  of  my  acquaintance  with  Captain  Bakh,  as  he 
sailed  on  the  V.  S.  ship  l*lymmdb^  under  mv  comnmiid,  in  1S57. 

1  desire,  therefore,  to  conimcnd  Captain  lialrh  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  for  meritorious  service  in  the  face  of  the  enemv.  and  hojH* 
that  if  advancement  is  extended  to  any  oflicers  beyond  the  usual 
course,  he  may  be  includiHl  in  the  num)>er. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  he,  very  resiK'ctfuIly,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Dahlgkkn, 
Mear-Athnlral^  Comdtj.  Soutfi  Atlantic  Bhvkading  jS^ttadron. 

Hod.  Gideon  Wkixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Namf. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Jk^Ugren^  U.  S.  Na^^y,  regarding  th^.  rediwtian 
of  the  fcree  under  his  vomnMnd. 

No.  ittl.J  Flagship  pHiLADELriiiA. 

Oharh^«U}n  HarhiO',  [SV  C],  Mai^h  m.  ISfin, 
Sih:  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Depirtnient,  the  following 
vessels  have  iHi'en  detached  from  this  squadron  and  have  left; 
Mtiioflnork.,  Lthiyh^  MontanJi\  ^lAz/K^/^'/f  (monitors).  Mtihinm. 
The  followinjj;"  are  under  orders  and  are  detained  in  pre|)ttriiiy: 
Junittia^  TU'ttmicTiHjit^  St,  I.*fuij*. 

The  following  will  probably  lie  sent  north  under  the  general  order 
of  the  Donartriient: 

Cftftfi/niaigutt  (tubes  so  Uwl  that  most  of  them  need  to  U'  replaced; 
under  survev),  iWry^  tWnaiuliiui^  BraziVwrtt  ^  Stettin  (insuliiiient  for 
various  reasoius,  which  will  be  repoi*ted),  Saratoga  (large  crew;  too 
expensive  for  tlu'  work  done). 

Others  will  follow  as  rapidly  as  their  condition  can  I>e  ascertAined 
and  reported. 

All  private  vessels  under  charter  will  be  discharge^l  as  fast  as  their 
cargoes  can  be  transferred  to  suitable  vessels  of  the  s<juadron  or  sent 
home  if  not  wanted. 
The  number  of  hands  in  the  workshops  reduci^d;  all  extm  work  is 
H    stopped  already,  and,  in  fact,  as  great  and  nipid  diminution  of  the  force 
H    and  expense  o^  the  si^uadron  as  may  be  |K>ssible. 
■         1  ha^e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obciUeiit  servant, 
H  J.  A.  Dahlurrn, 

^1  Reitr- Admiral^  <J(midg.  StnUh  AtUtnlic  Bloi:icadimj  St^nadnm. 

H       Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
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Reptji't  of  Vommanffcr  PatTott,  C  S.  Xavy,  aHutmiudhiq  U.  S.  •9. 
Mowiamtck^  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Ho<uh  irifk 
U.  S-  S.  Mohican  in  t^o. 

II.  S.  Lkonct-ai*  Monadnock, 

JJanipion  jRo*id«^  Mmxh  74.  ^*^^'5. 
SiKt  I  have  the  honor  to  report  our  arrival  here  to-dn}'.     We  left 
the  :LTirhora<ji'  oiT  CliarleHton  on  the  niorninj^  of  the  12tb  iusUint. 

The  ongine  of  our  convoy,  the  Mifhiaut^  (xvauie  disiil)lrd  when  i>ff 
Cape  Iliittenw.  We  UM)k  her  in  tow  und  hiive  firought  her  here  at 
the  rate  of  7  kriotd.  She  waa  still,  however,  enabled  to  assist  us  by  the 
ttui>eriority  of  her  eoniiWKses  and  otherwise  to  aid  *>ur  luivigation. 

Owing  to  the  urgeney  of  our  orders  we  did  not  stop  at  lieaufort^ 
N.  C,  for  our  launehe.s  and  their  davit«,  or  for  tonin:ist>  and  other 
artiele.s  belonging  to  the  J/o/u'cfin.  all  left  there  before  the  iittiiek  on 
Fort  Fisher. 

As  directed,  I  have  enclosed  copies  of  the  orders  under  which  I  have 
acted. 

Fogs  and  a  heavy  sea  on  the  bar  prevented  our  leaving  Wassaw  until 
the  evening  of  the  loth  instjint. 

I  am,  reii()ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  Parbott, 

Ccmimander, 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Sectyjtary  of  t/ie  JVizvt/,  Wtmhiiuftf>n^  D.  C. 


Diiitrihtitiitn  of  tiettfiels  of  the  South  Atlnntir  Biockading  S'juadnyn.^ 

March  15,  1866, 


VbsrI. 


AwHMii      .    ,  . 
AltgCT 

*Adaiiii> 

•Allen 

Ainnmnthits.. 

AreUiuNt 

Azilca 

*Bnien ....... 

•BmzlUem  ... 
•Blunt 

Cluuirroii 

OtUUpa 

CamHia 

[  ChrtuLlon .... 
,  Cluver 

CtinthHin 

*ChAtllt>UI>  ... 

Cni)i!iiiciu<.. .. 
CfUiihrUlttf  . .. 
Cbt-nati£ij  — 

Dandelion — 

nnfliMlll 

DonesKl 


Flar 

KlftinlNMU  .... 

•Kfm*n(lln«  . 

*Ocm«br)h  .... 

■  G«'ninlnm  .... 

Glftdiolos 

•Oriffllb 


No.  of 
Itun*. 


*0.  W.  RaAgvn 


OlUK 


Screw  tug  — 
Blde-wheel 

Rteamer. 
Sloop  of  wtr.. 

Bark 

Screw  tii(r 

do 

do 

HctiooDcr 

Bark 

Bcbooaer 

Screw  Bloop .. 
SIdC'  wht-'cl 

irunboat. 

Screw  luf 

do 

do 

do 

Sidi^w heel  tug 

fkboouer 

Monitor 

Screw  iiteauii;r 
Slde-wlicvl 

Rtwiner. 

Screw  lag 

BidfswbMiliufr 
Bide-wheul 

■(earner. 
Screw  vtcmmez 

do 

Sork 

do 

8tde-wbee1niff 
Screw  tug . . . 
8chooo«r, 

mortar. 
Subooner.... 


CV4nuuuu)liv  olBcrr. 


•SnUlt^  rasKb. 


ActK.  Maxtor  Wm.Darrymorv.. 
(>»Didr.  Th<M.  H.  rnttcrran 

Arifc.  V<ii.  Lifut,  A.Plitnney  ... 

A<-1(;.  MiiAivr  I.  A.pL'niivll 

AclK,  FlitiKn  W.R  Cox 

Arlg.  Kn.>iKii  .1.  V.Cxxtk 

At  Ig.  .Miist^T  F.  \V .  SImtiR 

Adg.  Mairt.T  W.  K  Rrcldiiii? .... 

ActfT.  KniiiKn  J  -  H.  Hi  nnplt 

Actk-  Enjd(ni  O.  0.  CurtU 

*iipt.G.H.S4™a 

Couidr.  EKt>crt  Tbompaon 

At'tB.  Kiistim  Alien  K.Noywi... 
Actu  EiiJ-iirn  Dnvld  \i  Htwrv*. . 

Ac  lie.  I'^iinlifii  Win.  Bov'l 

A'-iK,  KnsiKii  Bi'iij  Mllrhfll 

ActR.  Miuit«'r'"Miiti'fico.W.  Pont 

AflK.  .MimUT  Wm.Watfxjil , 

U«m.CoHiilr.U.  E.  Belknap. . . . 
ArlK.  V(>!-Uem.J.  P.  N'i«kt'U  .. 
Ui-Ul. Oumrlr  (1.  v.  MfTflN 

Actc.EnriRUif.W.Wtlllamx  ... 
Act«.  MaitlcrWni.  H.  Mallanl . . . 
Aetff.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  1).  Upbam. 

Comdr.J.C.WllUanuon , 

Actg.  Vol.Lit-uI  K.t'jivpndy    .. 

AcMc.  M«t*r  U'wIk  W.-«l 

Act«.  Master  J.  F.  WliK-he.iter  . . 

Arig.  En<<t{[n  Darid  Lee 

ActK.  EiiittKn  S.Bouabton 

Aclg.  MaMer  Jaai«a  OglMe 

Aclg.  Maflior  L.  O.  Emi-non  . . . . . 
t  Unwltzeni. 


Preseiit  duty  oratatSoD 


N'onli  Ediirto. 

Port  Royal,  rcpalrinit. 

Charlentoii.  atorm. 
SU  simonn. 
Port  Royal. 

Do. 
Ptirt  Royal,  repHlrinit. 
I'harlt^ion.  suirci". 
Ht  Anrtrvfl-ft  [Ga.] 
Havannali.  diven. 
Ht.  Helena. 
CharlcKtou. 

Ueonrelnwn. 

Charltwton. 

i'fin  Itoyal, repairing. 

Charlwtton. 

PnrI  Royal,  repairing. 

\i\x\\*  bay. 

Purt  Royal. 

N<irlli,ni>e(-ial  duty. 

tkNtrgelown. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

I)o. 

Nortli.  convoy. 

Carrying  rtorea. 
SLCathertne'ii.  [Ga.]. 
Doboy. 
Saiiiot?  Rlvpr. 
Cljiirlc«Hin. 
Wmmmw  Round. 

Ovabav  Sonnd. 
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tijf^ltmdtofthfSiiUth  Atlantu:  lUfiri-adiiu/  .Squadron^  MnrrJi  Jo,  Ma'.>— Cont'd. 


\teml. 


No.  ot 


CloM. 


Cumnaudljig^  vtHcvr. 


Piowul  duty  orstMtkm. 


Harrcid  Mann , 

Home 

Hydmnffea  — 
•Uooitbtoii 

.Bale. 


BOlftU 

QUlI 

iCalKkiU 

Lodoim 

LAbiiniiim  . ...... 

Uirki-pur .. 

'Llgtitnlni; 

Hlngoe 

M<.T>onoaffb 

I  ■ManRliiim ... 

I  Kaiituclcft 

rNAh»ni 

ItiMk 

'  'New  H&tnp«hln!. 

;*orwli'li 

*NorfulkFHekel.. 

OlUwn 

•Orven* 

Oleander 

AiwDee 

L_M«alo 

'  ndM 

'  ^Dlanuiki 

PhlUilclpTila 


•Pvrry 

•I'crcy  Dmyion  . 
•Baoer 

Sooona 

stale  of  rttwiKin . 

•f>t.Lnnlfc 

*Biintrva ^... 

SanioM 

cfiWMi  Brier 

E  Stettin 

L«einttlt 

L^ewm 

•Thnnder  ....... 

TtHwarom 

,  *Vulparalau 

rWlmhlvkon.... 
rWlnona 

Wamsutta 

Waado 

•WUIiamk 

•WlWOit 

•Ward 


11 


n 


Side-wheel 
steamer. 

Screw  itmm- 

cr,  hoKpiul. 

Screw  Uig 

llttrk ,  c-Dii-  I 

flemuMl.       { 
l^rew  ffleamei 

tk'houncr 

Bcr«w  t)4t 

St-rew  8ltx)p  . . 
Screw  tug  .... 

MotiiLur 

Screw  titcatner 

Screw  tug 

Screw  lug 

Si'liooner. 

teuder. 
Slde-whccl 

Hlenmer. 

do 

St-huniier 

Moullur 

do 

Screw  suuboHt 

Btore  (iiitp 

Ijcrvw  Mteaiiicr 
Schooner, 

mortar. 
Screw  gun  buat 
Schooner, 

Kloiea. 
6ld«-whcel 

tug. 
Screw  Bloop... 

HonitoF   

Side-wheel 

gtinboat. 
Screw  Mcamer 
Side-wheel 

bImuikv. 
Side-wheel 

tug. 
Schoouvr, 

tnin-tiir. 

Brig 

Sinop.  t«tider . 
Schrtoiiur. 

BiitrtJir. 
8til  (••wheel 

gnnbOBl. 
Ridc-whecl 

Ktaunvt. 
SalllDKiluop-. 
d(> 


I  Screw  KtuuDer 

I  Scr«w  nig 

Scrpw  Mtfuracr 
Schuoncr, 

SBOftafi 
8QhaoD«r. 
'     tender. 
I  Sloop,  (ctiilor . 
10  I  Screw dloop,,. 
Hulk,  liONplljil 
ScrcwguDlKinl 

do 

Scrt'W  steamer 
Slde-whccl 

Htuainer. 
Schoouvr, 

mortal'- 
Bahaouer, 

tender. 
Schooner, 
mortar, 


Actg.  Maiit^f  J-  K.  rn«hy 

Actg.Miuter  BonJ.  r>yer , 

Acl^.  MiuCer  Chu«.  W.fiogoni 

Arlg.Uvtt(U-K.<i.FurtM>r , 

Actff.  Muter  (-.K.MUrJiell 

Aelg.  Vul.  UtJin.  W.  L-  eiiurchin 
Actg.  Master  J.  K.  i^tlckney. . . 

CuDidr  J.J.Almy 

At'tg  KiiNlgi)  niiA>i.H.  HanMtii  .. 

Lii'uL.  Comilr.  i^l.  Biirrft 

Acig.  Vol.  Lk'Ul.  K.  I*  l^wiinii 

ActfT-  Kmdfrti  8lurgiB  Center. . 
Arlg.  Ensign  Wm.  Xelatin 


Commander  J.  B.  Crclghtou. . 

Lieut.  Cumdr.  A.  P.  Cr<i4anan  . 
AciK-  Mftirtcr  John  Ojllln*  . . . 
Lk-ut.  Oumilr.  K.  K.  K.  Lvwia  . 
Litiil.Com.lr.  K.  P.  Willmm*. 
Lk'Ul.t\»m(lr.t;.W.  Henry  ... 
Com  ma  11(1  IT  Wm.  Rt-vnolil'< . . 
ArtK-  Majiter  Wm.  H.  Ik-WoU. 
Atitif.  MMturU.W.Ward 

IJeut.  Comilr.  Ja».  Hllllwctl. . . 
Acig.  MiwiCT  Wiii.KBkft 

Artg.  Master  It.  ('.  Walter 

Captain  H.S.StellwngcD 

lleul.Ctimdr.  R-W.SiHitl  .... 
Ueul. »  iinidr.  K.  B.  Lufc 


0«r>rgt«lnwn,  wn>i<k. 

Charlcnoii. 

Do. 
IVirt  Royal. 

St.  Jobu  II. 

gavMnnab.  dlvem. 

Ch»rl«iton. 

Port  Roynl.  rep&lrlng. 

Churl  esTon. 

ClutrtvufJii,  TVpairiiig. 

Sftpvlo  Suund. 

Chorteoton. 

Kirt  Royal,  repairing. 

Port  Rtiyai. 

i  Ocofgetowh. 

I  Stono. 

,  I^rt  Royal. 

,  Charleston.  ruiMlrtng, 

Stnno.  nepiilHiig. 

Charlettuii,  rvpulrlug. 
I  Port  Rovul. 
I  Ht.John*H. 

Onabaw  Sound. 

SL  John'a. 
Ctaarleston. 

Carrying  St  (I  rei. 

Gr(iiKfUiwii. 

Port  fctyal.  rvpnirlcff. 

SavuDuuh  Ulvcr. 


Arlg.  .Master  K.M.Miintell Cbatlfltton. 

Artjf.  MsAttir  W.T.GilUvple Charlullnii,     flec- 

fituamer. 
Actg.  Knfdgii  Chiu«,Grk've 


Ailg.  Maxlur  I>.  P.  Hfulh 

Actg.  Vol.  Ucut.  C.  W.  Ilmwn  .-- 

Acig.  MJiiiVcV  K. 6"  Martin  '.'.'.'/.'.'. 

Lieut.  <*«nidr.T.S.KiIl«brown  -. 

CiimnmndLT  Pahlu*  Stanly 

Commandorfl.  II.  Preble 

A<'tg.    V(tl.    Llelit.    Coiadr.    E. 
Brodheiid. 

Actg.  Mn*ler  Z.Kemptnn _ 

Actg-  MftKtt-r  W m.  Bfll ley 

Acig.Vol-l.ieiil.O.J.VAn  Alutliu- 
Actg.  Mutt:r  B.  Van  Voorbli 


CoiiiiimniU-r  J.  M.  Fmltvy.. .. 

Actg.  Mwttt'r  H- .**-  nUnrhard 

Lltut.Otunlr- A.  W.  JnhUKjn 

Lk'm.  Coiriilr.  \V.  H.  Danil .... 

AelK-  Mmtti-rrhiui,  W.  Ut- 

Actg.  Master  Frudk. T.  King.. 

Actg.  Matter  G.  W.  Parker 


Actg.  Mafller  R.  T.  Wyatt . 


Port  Royal. 

OiaalMiw  Sound. 

Penmndlna. 
North  KAUto. 
Tybce. 

Chnrliwl^)!!. 

Port  R4iyiil. 

Prin  Rnyni.  repairiug, 
tioboy  Sound. 

Port  RoyKi,  n.<|Mlriiig, 

(Jeorgetown. 

Si.  Helena. 

I'urt  lluvul,  repairing. 


OfMihaw  Sound. 
Port  Roval. 
.siuno. 
Port  Royal. 

Do. 
QtMirgL't'twii. 

Stono. 

St.  Helena. 

Ught-KoUdu  Inlet. 


*SailltigTeiwl». 


tUowltxen. 
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Ht'^Ntrf  of  Acitnff  Vfifunteer  Lieuiiymint  .V**rv/;j/i,  V.  S.  A'at*t/,  <ftmfMt tid- 
ing 0>  *y.  S.  Lf>(i</nay  regarding  the  dtmiruetum  of  miU  wttrk»  in 
Mclntmh  County^  Giu 

U.  S.  S.    IX>IH_>NA, 

Sapdo  Soxmdy  Mitnh.  Jij^  1865, 

Sir:  f  huvc  tbe  honor  to  report  the  destruction  of  an  extensive  wilt 
work  4>n  Ltitjro  Neck.  Mcintosh  County,  (m. 

The  btjilers,  of  which  there  were  twelve,  were  supplie<i  with  water 
bv  a  smuU  Htetun  engine.  As  the  engine  was  nearly  new  an<l  in  good 
condition,  I  hrought  it  off.  and  will  send  it  to  Port  Royal  by  the  linst 
opixirtiinity. 

1  have  burned  ten  i>uildings,  ii  large  qinmtity  of  firewood  and  hewn 
tinilfpr,  UK)  Imshi'U  of  suit,  and  a  number  of  new  l>arr*»l8  and  .staves. 

Thi-romniund  of  I  In.- expedition  >vn.s  intrusted  to  Acting  Knaign  L.  H, 
Urigharn.  He  was  accompauied  by  Acting  Third  A^sistjint  Kngineer 
JauieH  Mollineaux.  Mr.  Hrighani  did  his  workquickly  and  thoroughly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  P.  SWANN, 
Acting  Yotunteet*  Li^uten^nt,  Omnmonding  V.  S.  S.  Lvdona. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiii.oren, 

Cmnmanding  Stnith  AtUuttU'  Bhtekadhtg  SqiUtdron. 


I 


^ieport  of  Commtmdev  Creighton^  TL  S.  Navy^  commandtng  U.  S,  S. 
jUit^oe^  regarding  ^xj^nlition  into  Wacenvutw  Bitter  in  tietirch  of 
marauders, 

U.  S.  S.  MiNGOE, 

Ga>rgcU>imi^  S.  C,  March  16. 1865. 

Sm:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  proceeded  up  the  Waccamaw  with 
the  vessel  under  my  command  for  the  purjK>se  of  nipturing  some 
nianuidei-s  who  were  stealing  grain  and  provisions  from  trie  plantations 
on  the  river.  I  went  as  far  as  the  junction  of  Bull's  Creek  and  Wac- 
camaw,  and  sent  my  boat  np  the  river  and  suct^eeded  in  cHj)turing  the 
tiatboat  with  the  articles  stolen,  but  the  men  made  their  e.scH|>e  into  the 
swamp,  with  the  exception  of  one  old  man  and  a  lM>y,  wlui,  upon  exam- 
ining them,  Joutid  they  were  rather  pressed  into  service;  that  they  had 
come  down  in  a  small  boat  to  biiv  viie,  and  (luiie  iieross  this  tiatboat. 
The  man  was  old  and  sickly,  and  t)ie  ^M^y  not  more  than  IH  3*eai*s  of  age. 
I  let  them  go  home.  The  provisions  cjipturcd  were  given  back  to  the 
plantations.  There  were  some  30  in  nuuil>er  on  board  the  tiatboat, 
armed,  and  were  deseitei's  from  the  rebel  Army,  and  represent  them- 
selves as  starving.  Thevtook  the  provisions,  butdid  not  hann  any  of 
the  |)oopte.  Mr.  Ruck,  a  pluntt^r  on  the  river,  thinks  tlmt  the  appear- 
ance of  the  gunlKiat  and  this  capture  will  prevent  any  furtlier  trouble 
of  the  same  kind,  and  If  there  is  anv,  he  will  infonii  you. 
Very  resi^ctfully  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bl*AK£LEr  CttEIOHTON, 

Cofnmander. 

Oiptain  Strllwaoen, 

Piivmeey  Stmtor  Offict^  Present, 


u 
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Oifier  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nat^  to  Rear-Admiml  Daklyren,  f^*  S, 
Na%*y^  to  se/id  nurrtnr  McAftorwr  to  AVy  Wrf«t. 

Navy  Dki'AUtment,  Marrh  J7^1865. 
StR!  Snnd  one  of  the  schooners  of  your  ^({uadron,  formerly  mortar 
've:J8eIs.  to  Acting  Keiir-AdmimI  Stribling  at  Ke_v  West.     He  is  much 
in  need  of  i\  ?iuiUil>le  sailiu^r  ve^isel  to  ourry  coal,  provisions,  et*\,  to  the 
stations  of  his  coiniuiind.     No  arnmnient,  excepting  a  howitiser,  would 
tm  needed. 

tVery  respectfully,  etc., 
G.  Welles, 
SeCTtftmy  of  the  Navy. 
Ucar-Adiniral  John  A.  Datiuiren, 
C'wotiiamiifnj  South  AtUiiitic  Bltyckadmg  S*iuadrtm, 
Rt'port  of  AMiHtant  BouteU*!^  U.  S.  Coast  Survey^  regarding  mjurusa 
to  Cott^t  Surtjry  ftfefniier  /?/M,  iyt*ulting  from  tfie  etplosum  of  a  tor- 
j}edo-in  C7iart*atton  Uai'h^f^  March  I7jlS05, 
f  U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 

ChnrhAton  narfm\  Jforrh  /<V,  /SO'j. 
Admiral:  Yesterday  afternoon,  as  this  vessel  was  returning  to  the 
city  after  making  survey^  upon  the  har.  wo  struck  a  sunken  torpedo, 
which  exploded  under  our  port  bow  aix>ut  midway  between  the  port 
guard  and  the  fore  channels. 

The  shock  was  very  severe,  the  sensation  Wing  that  of  stnking  a 
rock,  l^ing  lifted  by  it,  and  passing  over  it  into  deep  water  beyond. 
The  column  of  water  thrown  up  l>v  it  nearly  tilled  the  second  cutter 
and  unhix)kcd  it  from  the  forwar<J  davit.  Sixty  fathoms  of  studded 
mooring  chains.  1^-inch  diameter,  coiled  iipcm  the  jxtrt  side  of  the  ves- 
sel forward,  were  tliruwn  across  the  dock.  The  knees  upon  the  |X)rt 
.side  are  started  out.  and  the  joiner  work  nhowH  signs  of  the  blow 
received.     The  surfatu'  blow  pijws  are  broken  on  both  Hides. 

Fortimately  for  us,  the  blow  was  upon  the  side.  To  this  fact  and 
the  ^reat  strength  of  the  vessel  may  Iw  ascribed  our  escape  from  seri- 
ous uijurv.  The  very  strong  and  heavy  rolling  sponyons  bolted  to  the 
strip  at  the  watiT  line  also  tontributed  to  save  us. 

I  propose  to  put  the  vessel  on  shore  at  the  (roming  spring  tldcj^  to 
a^icertain  what  injury  her  hull  and  copper  has  sustained.  No  timbers 
or  planks  are  broken,  and  we  shall  be  ready  in  three  days  to  resume 
our  duticf*. 

Angles  taken  half  a  minute  before  the  explosion  fix  our  poHitJon  at 
the  time.  The  new  light  eaat  of  Fort  Moultrie,  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
bore  north  85-  eadt,  distant  1,530  yards,  and  the  tlagstaff  at  liattery 
Be<!  Ix)re  N.  27'^  east,  distant  744  yards.  The  depth  of  water  was  25 
feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  explosion  wcurretf  at  5:*>5  p.  m.,  when 
the  tide  had  not  risen  over  G  inches.  As  our  position  was  directly  in 
the  track  over  which  many  vessels  have  pai*sea,  I  infer  that  the  torpc- 
due.-^  must  have  been  placed  low  in  the  water  where  vessels  of  ordinary 
dnift  would  pjiss  over  it  at  high  tide.  The  Biltb  draws  10  feet  at  the 
point  where  .she  struck  the  torpedo, 
1  respectfully  request  that  all  vessels  be  cautioned  to  pass  close  to 
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SullivanV  l.slancl,  liptwcrn  its  western  ond  ami  Fort  Moultrie,  until 
Ihe  cbunnel  lius  boon  clcarwl  of  nil  bidden  danp-rs. 
Yours,  reftipeotfully, 

C'lIAKLKS  O.    liOUTELI-K, 

Comt  Snrvei/^  Oommanding  U.  S.  S,  Bli^f. 

Wr-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlguen, 

i'ommandintj  Sautfi  Atloitiir  Blftckudijitj  St/uwirtw. 


Jiepftrt  of  Acting  Volnnteer  Lieutenant- Conimonder  West^  IT.  S.  iVavy, 
itimmnnding  U,  S,  ii.  M(HtmchH^tjft«,  irgafdiHtj  the  xfriklng  of  a  tor- 
j}ti{/o  by  tfuU  vessel  in  Churl<i<toit  Hai'bov, 

U.  S.  S.  MASSACHUSErrs, 

Off  >itiOi'»,  Morrh  so.  1S65, 
SiK:  1  bavf  tbi»  honor  to  infonii  you  ttiat  jt^ssterday  afternoon  coni- 
injf  out  tif  Clmrlr-ston  wp  strui'k  h  torp<'do;  fortumittdy  it  did  not 
«!xpU>de.  Tlu'  UimO  must  luivi*  torn  it  from  its  moorings,  for  it  struck 
tht^  nhip  bonvily  under  tbe  starlxHird  quarter  and  t-atue  up  to  the  sur- 
faft'  from  under  tbe  projxdlt^r  rut  in  two.  I  endeavored  to  pick  it  up, 
but  ^ti'foro  the  boat  reacnod  it  it  had  sunk.  We  were  at  the  time  about 
5U  yuiiln  S.  S.  K.  from  the  buoy  on  the  PatapttOft  wrnck. 
I  aai.  very  tespcctfuUv.  etc., 

W.  H.  Wksi', 
Awning  Volunteer  Lieutenant- Com-jnand^fj  Vormmtnding, 

Roar-Admiml  J.  A.  Daiti-oue\, 

Oommwidlng  Houth  Athntir.  IJ/fiekadtng  Sguadron^  Oltttrleston, 


Report  of  Hear-Admiral  Da/dgren,  U.  S,  JVaw/^  regarding  torpedoes 

in  Vkarhstmi  Harbor. 

No.  115.]  Kt^o-Steamkk  Philadekpiua, 

ChtrleMau    //aj^M^r.  J/an/i  31,  1866. 

Siu:  ^ince  my  lost,  men  have  been  employed  with  tugs  and  boats 
searehing  for  tori^edoei. 

Those  iilUuiefi  to  at  tiie  olose  of  my  disjMitch  of  the  llth  (No.  102) 
were  at  the  entranee  of  tiio  Ashley  Uiver;  they  were  of  t-ust  iron,  and 
placed  on  the  ends  of  heavy  timbers,  framed  together.  There  were 
four  frames  acroaa  the  river,  having  tifteen  torpedoes  in  all. 

The  Jonquil  had  secured  one  of  these  fmnies,  and  was  towing  it  to 
shoal  water  to  destroy  it.  Not  too  <'ar4*ful  in  so  doin^,  it  is  supposed 
that  the  frame  capsized,  one  of  the  torpedoes  struck  the  Iwttom  and 
exploded,  but  too  far  from  the  tu^''t4)  do  any  material  injury,  though 
.HevemI  men  were  knocked  overboard  and  some  jumpe<l  over. 

On  Friday  evening  the  IiiU>  was  marking  the  course  for  vessels 
piwsing  between  Moultrie  arid  8un)ter,  when  .sne  struck  a  torpedo,  and 
It  exploded,  fortunately  at  tbe  liow,  where  the  f^burpness  is  so  consider- 
able as  to  ]M^rmit  the  explosion  to  glance  upwards. 

The  vessel  wa-s  much  jarred,  however,  and  the  report  of  Captain 
Boutelte  is  enclosed. 

Thei*e  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  one  of  the  sixteen  put  down  at  this 
place,  and  which  every  exertion  has  been  made  to  raise  for  several 
aa;>,  tmt  without  success,  as  they  slip  from  the  sweep. 
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Th<*  men  who  put  thiMn  down   sii\-  that  (ipni'iiil  lIiinltM*  mivc  the 
urtloi's  II  few  niglits  hol'orc  tbe  diftawtor  to  the  Paiitj>s<u^  and  tnnt  they 
finished  thut  very  nij^ht,  whieh   in  further  contirmation  of  the  wtate 
ment  that  these  deviees  were  reserved  until  a  move  by  us  was  expeeled. 

They  also  state  that  some  torpedoes  were  prepared  for  the  Churltvton 
(ironciiidK  which  she  wa.H  to  drop  if  eha^sed  tiy  U8. 

In  the  huildiujr  whei'e  torpt^does  were  prepared  a  number  were 
found  ready  for  use,  and  others  not  completed. 

The  divers  are  now  here  and  will  endeavor  to  raise  the  l>oiler 
toq>edoe8. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  many  of  the  floating  torpedoes  have 
been  carried  to  thr  fmttoni  in  cutting  uwuv  ifie  rorx^  obstructions. 

It  is  reported  that  other  torpedoes  will  lie  fouiicl  at  other  places,  hut 
it  re(piireH  time  to  tind  them  by  sweeping  in  Huch  deep  water. 

I  have  received  eopies  of  ijurt  of  tne  official  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Gray,  charged  wilh  this  business,  from  which  it  appears  that  lie  had 
generally  30  men  at  work  in  making'  and  titting  torpedoes,  etc. 

Ah  soon  as  the  dilferent  re[H>rls  tint!  ilniwin^scan  Ik.*  uuide  out,  they 
will  l>e  forwarded. 

The  AfiLs.-</n  /tu^f/fA  just  reports  having  struck  a  torjiedo  in  {foinp  out; 
fortunatclv  it  did  not  explode. 

1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your olmdient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgken. 
Rear-Admirol^  Vomdg,  South  Atlantic  Bhckadhuj  Squadrmi. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secrelai*y  tif  Uu^  Navy. 


Report  of  Acthm  Mafitei'^»  Mat<;  jVt'tHtm,  i\  S.  Nai*u^  regarding  tits 
mpture  of  Federal  nand  officent  In  Cooper  Riv 


fver. 


U.  S.  S.  JOXQUIL, 
Crxf/fer  Rtufr^  South  (Mroifni/^  Marvh  :j?^,  18q6, 
Sni:  On  the  morning  of  the  *J'2d  instant,  at  l<ia.  ni.,  ChaHes  H. 
Hanson,  acting  ensitrn,  coniniamling;  William  11.  Harelay,  acting  third 
assistant  engineer:  flenrv  hyn<-h.  acting  master's  male,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
./(/Hyu/7,  and  Hichanl  Williams  and  dofin  Uyan,  acting  third  assistant 
engmeers,  of  tlie  V .  S.  S.  Philmiilphia,  went  on  shore  for  the  purpose 
of  aswistin^  soine-of  the  white  families  against  the  negroes  at  Lewis- 
field  [Lewisville?].  At  4:30  of  the  same  day  two  gentlemen,  Mr. 
Malonev  and  Mr.  Caine,  came  in  to  Lewistield  and  reported  to  Captain 
Monteli  that  four  otKeer.^  )udonging  to  the  Navy  were  captured  by  a 
oarty  of  mounted  men,  about  30  strong,  in  the  virinilv  of  KiKHigfrs 
Mills,  3  miles  from  Lewi.slield.  Captures.  Churlew  II.  Ilunson,  acting 
ensign,  commanding  tug  JiuhjuU:  William  H.  Barclay,  aetiiig  third 
a.HHistant  engineer;  Henry  Lynch,  acting  nut^terV  mate»  and  John 
Kyan^  acting  third  assistant  engineer,  of  the  P/iilftde/p/u'a^  which  was 
communicated  to  Captain  Monteli,  of  tbe  ]*otftiiisht^  who  ordered  me 
to  proceed  down  the  river  after  I'lnfiarking  his  men,  who  he  had  with 
him. 

KespcctfuUy,  yours 

Thomas  Newton. 
Acting  Ma^teTM  Matt.^  CWnduaudi'aq. 
Re^ir-Admiral  John  A.  DAin^ouEN, 

ihMmnmff'nff  South  Atlnniic  RUtckadinii  Sqiuwlrcm.. 
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RfjHfH  tff  Aftiiui  Knft/(/n  IfauHon^  U.  S.  Nayyy^  vt^jardliuj  fkc  iHijttuTu 
of  Federnl  namd  oJtA^ers  in-  Cotrper  Jin*e/\  March  iif:^,  Iff66. 

U.  S.  S.  Jonquil, 

Vfnirl4'M<m,  May  10,  IS65, 
Sin:  I  have  n*sp«*ctf»ll_v  to  rp]K>rt  roiK-tTtiing  tin;  raptiiro  of  luyself 
nini  theoffifei'H  under  niv  conimantl,  viz,  Arting|MarttersJ  Matt*  Ilenn' 
LyiM'h/rbirtl  AssisUuil  Enffiiieers  Wllliaiii  H.  Barcluy  and  .luhiiKyaii. 
On  the  21st.  of  Muivh,  1805,  at  the  time  of  the  said  captmv,  we  wero 
witliin  '!^  iniirsof  my  vt'Hsol.  1  was  proi'fi'diu^  to  the  phiiitjttioiiof  one 
Mr.  ElKiutrh  to  restore  order  amonjrst  the  netjroes  on  hin  farm,  and  at 
the  fork  of  the  road  leading  toliin  lioiise  I  met  the  picket**  of  iheeueuiy, 
iindKUceeeded  in  driving  thetii  l>ack  to  their  main  forw,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  retreat  and  tiike  eover  behind  the  trees  on  the  roadside, 
i;\  hero  we  made  a  ntnnd  until  we  were  cornpletel}"  surrounded ,  the  force 
nuinlH-rinj^  *JM,  and  \  am  r^orry  to  say  that  after  four  years  of  tij^hting, 
I  wiiHoliliged  to  surrender  myself  a  prisoner  of  war  to  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  of  Arneriea.  VVc  marched  to  Oran^'oburg.  whei'e 
the  citizens  proposed  han^rinisj  us,  but  were  prevented  by  the  (fuard. 
On  the  morniuLT  '**'  the  ::i4th  we  started  for  Aikeu.  fS.  (.'.  J,  and  arrived 
on  the  2(ith;  lett  Aiken  for  Auj^iistji,  ftrii.],  on  the  :i7th,  arrived  ti  p.  lu. 
and  were  eontincd  in  prison,  at  which  place  wc  remained  until  the  1st 
of  May,  when  we  were  sent  to  our  lines  ni^  paroled  prisoners  of  war. 
In  conelusion,  I  would  state  thatour  treatment  throughout  has  been  of 
a  shameful  nature. 

Very  redix'ctfutly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  H.  Hanson, 
Acting  EfuiUjn.,  L\  S.  Nofvy. 
[Hear-Adiuinil  John  A.  DAHLcmKN, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Jifockadiny  Squadron.] 


Order  of  Rmr'AdiniTitl  Dahlgren^  U,  S,  Nnvij,  io  Commander  J^rtxUey^ 
U.  S.  Na^y^  regarding  fort  ijienUwui  in  Ltttte  Og^eeluin  and  Vernott 
rivertt, 

FlaG-StEAMF.R    PlIJLAOELnilA, 

ChnrUtttoi,  Jlurho,\  Marvh  ii.  1S65. 
Sir:  In  referene<»  to  the  forts  Rosedew  and  Beaulieu  and  the  Imt- 
teries  on  (ireen  Island.  [tJeorj^ia]:  Destroy  the  bombproofa  and  mag 
aziue8,  after  removing  the  shot  and  shells. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiloren, 
Hcar-Admirtd^  Cwnmandhig. 

smmander  Jas.  Madison  Frailky. 

Cot/idg.  U.  S.  S.  T'tJtfUiftf't.  Seiiii/r  f/^ctfr  J^ffSentf  Oetmbaw, 


RtyMfrt  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlyrcn^  U.  S.  Navy^  regardina  tJw  fcmpo- 
rary  trait^fvr  of  naval  vn4/itutfr  frr  rtfttln^  of  finvhid^  for  army  use. 

No.  liiS.]  FLAGSirrp  Philadem-hia, 

Charh'ntim  Tlttrhn^  March  ^.^,  1S(>5, 
Sir:  The  commanding  general  of  the  district  has  represented  to  me 
that  the  services  of  Chief  Engineer  Ci.  H.  N.  Tower,  of  the  U.  S,  S. 
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Ctt/ntfi*itn'f/iui,  urc  imlUponswhlo  to  the  refitting  two  lij;ht-dmft  tiiuladH 
in  thfi  army  employ. 

1  have  <*onsent«^d  to  Mr.  Towt»r  btiinjf  so  eiijraged,  Hti))ject  to  the 
DeiJai'tniont's  approval. 
1  ha\'e  tbf  honor  to  Ik*,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlokkn, 
Rmr-Admirid,  Cmiahj.  Smith  AtlmUle  Blovkuduktj  St^uwiroj^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

St^rdanj  of  the  Navy. 


Oni*^  of  /A*'  Secretarif  of  tfie  Jiai^i^  to  ActtTig  Vvlunieer 
Gar^^ld,  U.  S.  Navy,  mmuumding  U,  S,  S.  Culypm>^^, 
Ute  S<fu(Jt  Atlantic  Sqmidron. 


for  duty  in 


Navv  Department,  ^f(frc/t  '^^  1S65. 
Sir:  Procefl<i  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Vtdypm  to  Tort  Hoyal,  S.  C.  and 
wport  to  Kear-Adiiiiral  John  A.  Dahlgrren,  or  the  senior  eomniunding 
oflicer  present,  for  dutv  in  the  South  Atluutir  Squadi-on. 

^Very  respectfulfy,  etc., 
G.  Welles. 
Secretary  of  the  Naw/, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Garfield, 
Coinutandhnj  U.  S.  S,  C'aiypw*^  Netc  Ywk. 
He} 


Repo^ri  of  Mear- Admiral  Dahlgreii,    U,  S*  Navy^  regarding  t}\e  IL  S. 
Hchomiet*  George  Matighmn, 


No.  128.]  Flag-Steamer  pRn^ADELPiiiA, 

Churl  f<t<m  Harhur.  Murvh  27,  JS(i5. 
Sir:  In  ronfomiity  with  the  dimrHons  conbiined  in  the  Departme.nt'fl 
fommunicatiou  of  IVtfi  insUmi.  ttiis  day  received,  i  have  ordered  the 
schooner  iittfutj*;  Monghtim  to  report  for  duty  to  Adininil  Striblin]^'  at 
Key  West. 
I  have  the  honor  to  Ih.%  very  respex:.tful1y,  3'our  o>»edient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
R&ir- Admiral ^  Comdg.  South  Aii^ntic  Biockudiug  S<jnitdron. 

Hon.  GIPEOX    ^^'ELLE9J 

Secretary  o/  the  Nary. 


of  Captain    Steilimgen.^  U.   S.   Naey^  commanding  U,  S.  S. 
«<¥,  regarding  expedition  to  Conioayhoro,  in  Waccomaw  Rit^'r. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 
At  Sea,  near  Chariest fm,  S,  C.,  March  ^7,  ISGo. 
Admiral:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  th*?  n'tum  of  another  expedi- 
tion of  four  days'  dm*atiou  up  the  Waecamaw  Kiver  some  50  miles,  to 
Conwavbi^ro. 

Havinjr  heard  that  threats  of  a  visit  m  force  had  beewTcaAfc\^N  VJas-. 
jfuerrillai  ajrainst  the  plantjitions  and  aetUemente,  '\u  \\ftv(  ol  \i\wv^ 
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giout  aliirni  was  felt  on  tho  wholo  route  \t\  Itlink-;  ami  whites.  I  din- 
piiU-hed  lln'  }fin(in,\  liKviiiH"  in  low  some  ten  iirnnMi  ImhUs.  to  propped 
us  hi^h  11.S  Hiuk*H  Millf^,  and  lt?rtvin^^  it  dist'ivtioiiarv  wi(h  LioaU^nHMl- 
Coninmnders  G.  U.  Morris  and  Williiim  H.  Dana  to  piviceed  the 
reiiiaiuinjf  distance  bv  hoats  or  land.  The  arrival  of  tht*  steam  launrh 
and  two  l:ir;fe  row  laiinehes  from  the  Sarit<>e  enahlcd  mr  to  follow  with 
them,  and  the  steam  tuj^f  CoU'ljxt  determined  to  a>Joend  as  far  as  the 
wat^-r  windd  permit.  I  f<nind  the  J/Zh^w  ashore  ni'itr  her  destination, 
towpd  licr  oil",  and  mused  hi*r  tt»  drop  to  a  point  whert*  she  <'ould 
anehor.  Tht;  shore  expe<lilinn  had  jiomp  on,  and  I  took  the  remainder 
of  boats  in  tow  as  far  as  pnu-tiealfle,  then  eaiisinff  them  lo  row.  After 
ineredihli'.  hilioi-  and  dilneiiltv.  sueeoeded  in  j^etting'  to  ('onwn,vl>ovo  at 
nij^htfall,  just  after  the  uuirchin^^  division.  No  enemies  were  encoun- 
tered, hut  it  was  reported  jnaiiy  small  partie.s  fled  in  VHriousf  directioni^ 
on  our  approaeh  by  river  and  land. 

The  people  of  tlie  town  were  glad  to  see  us;  even  thtwe  havino-  rela- 
tive.s  in  the  army  professi»d  their  joy  at  bein^  saved  from  the  raidinjj^ 
deserters.  They  assure  us  that  the  ppnetnition  of  our  parties  into 
HUfh  distames.  suppttscd  to  he  iiiaece,ssihle  to  our  vessels,  has  >«pi*ead  a 
salutary  clread,  ana  that  our  hirjje  fon-e  of  OttafjHu  4  lar^re  hiunches. 
and  H)  hoats.  with  about  W^w  men  in  all,  at  the  Inj^hest  point,  presented 
Kueh  a  formidahh'  tlisplay.  with  7  howitzers,  that  they  thoutrht  they 
would  lie  completelv  prevented  returniu}/  to  tlnit  riei^hhornood.  I 
jxTDiitted  several  L'nion  people  to  eome  down  to  Georjfetowu;  met 
uniny  negroes  eoiiiin^  down  in  flats. 

I  encourafjed  blaeks  and  whites  to  prosecute  planting  and  to  reeom- 
uiend  all  others  to  do  the  same,  for  their  preservation  in  the  ^'tmiinjj 
lime,  as  it  is  now  the  heitrjit  of  the  sea.son.  They  are  at  work  in 
most  ]>h»ees,  and  even  alon^  the  coast,  mo.st  of  which  has  only  l>een 
commenced  since  the  oflirer-s  have  <ni  all  o<'casions  since  my  arrival 
strfnu<aisly  ur^fed  on  them  thedan^jcrof  a  famine.  1  think  I  may  say 
that  these  rtforts  may  hr  the  means  of  savinj^  huntlreds  of  lives. 

I  passed  throuj^h  Hull  Creek  to  the  I'edee  with  the  tn»r  und  four 
launche.'^,  and  destroyed  thi'  ferries  at  l^nll  Creek  Ferry  and  at  Ya- 
hanv  I*Vny,  where  Steele's  cavalry  have  hi'cn  tnkJnj,'  hoi*sps  across 
lately,  which  wilt  entirely  pitivent  their  crossi^j|.^  Thr  river  rurininjr 
4  knots  an  hour  cjin  not  he  swum  by  animals.  The  hands  of  all  sorts 
tied  for  fear  of  Iwing  cut  otf.  and  will  t*ontinue  in  dread  along  the 
route.  This  route  \»  the  richest,  thickest  settled  with  blacks,  and  the 
most  insalubrious  part  of  the  South.  They  say  the  news  ha.s  spread 
into  North  {Carolina,  and  these  lawless  hordes  are  much  impressed  by 
our  Hwift  and  distant  trips. 

William  OTJrien.  landsman,  was  accidentally  shot  by  his  own  gun. 
Very  rej*ije<:tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  Stkixwaokn, 

Captain, 

Hear-Adroiral  J.  A.  Dahloren, 

tkfmittanding  South  Atlantic  Jihjckadhtg  <Sf/uadr<rti, 
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Lffftr  fhf/n  2\ffij(/r' O'^uTii/  Otihnort^  U.  S.  Anny^  tt>  Rmi'- Admiral 
Dtifdgrctt^  U.  S.  yarij,  requesting  cooperation  in  saekimj  the  best 
route  to  Sumterviile  and  Florenee^  S\  C. 

HEADQUARTEK8  DkpARTMENT  OF  THE  SoUTH, 

Mirrh  '27,  1865. 
Admirat.:  Cipneral  Iliitrli,  cointimndinp  at  Charleston,  informed  mo 
on  the  20th  instant  tbat  be  had  requowtod  >•'>">*  tu^iHtance  in  examin- 
ing the  Santee  Hiver  and  .soim'  of  the  streams  flowinor  into  Winyah 
Bay  with  a  view  to  the  .selection  of  tlie  l>e.**t  route  for  an  exwdition  to 
reach  SunittM*vilie  and  Florence.  S.  C.  Bri^nidier-Geucnil  Potttu*  will 
couiniand  the  expedition,  and  1  respectfully  request  for  him  sueh 
cooperation  a.s  you  may  }w  willing  and  iihlc  to  afford.  General  Potter 
has  been  direct<*d  to  cDiifer  with  you  upon  this  matter. 

fl  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Q.  A.  GlI-LMORK, 
Mc^or-Gener<tl  of  Votunteera, 
Rear-Admiml  Dahi-GREn, 
V         Coimnatidinrj  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadrott. 
Let 
i 
nioi 
not 


Letter  frtim  Jfijor-GtmertU  GiUnu»rt^U.  S.  Army,  i'^  H far- Admiral 
Damgrfu.  U,  S,  jAW;/,  rtvpieating  c^^2)€rationoJ'gimho<U«  in  AUamaha 
River  for  protection  of  prisanera. 

HKADgUAKTEHH   DEPARTMENT   OK   THE    SoUTH, 

JAr/r//  27,  1866. 
Admiral:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  or  alxjut  the  Sth  of  next 
month  1  expect  to  receive  over  5,<KM)  nrifoners  at  Darieu,  (la.,  and  if 
not  in4*om])atihle  with  the  interestct  oi  the  naval  service  on  this  roatit 
I  would  like  to  have  a  couple  of  gunboats*  iu  the  AUamaha  River  near 
Darien  at  that  time. 

i  am,  air,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Q.  A.  GniUMORE, 
Major-  Gtmeral  of  Vttlunteer^. 
T-Admiral  Dahi^bek, 
Oommondiug  South  Atl^intiv  Bl^ickading  Srpnidrfm. 


Repftrt  of  Retir- Admiral  DaMgren,  U.  S.  ^d'^jy-^  (ranjfmitting  rej>orttt 
regarding  affairs  in  Cooper  Ri'i*cr. 

No.  13a.]  Fi.ao-Steameu  PiULAPELrinA, 

ChfirUxtfOi  Hnrhn;   March  2S,  186$. 

Sir:  I  transmit  for  the  infdmnitioni  of  the  Department  certjiin  com- 
munications juHt  received.     They  refer  to  the  Cooper  River. 

Tlu'  iK'-st  information  that  I  have  from  that  (luarter,  the  Santee. 
Pedee,  imd  ^\'^u'cumaw  rivers,  lejidn  me  to  Iwlicve  that  th»»  relx^ls  havo 
no  military  force  near  the  cftast.  nor  pcrhauH  any  \\\  this  State  nor 
Georjfia,  except  a  small  force  of  cavalry.  Tnere  are.  however,  bands 
of  uianiuders,  who  take  advantajre  of  the  jihsence  of  a  militarv  force 
to  prey  on  all  who  have  iiroperty,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  tney  or 
tho  cavalry  are  most  dreaded  by  the  residents. 

Our  own  military  force  is  }<enerally  limited  to  the  city  lines.     The 
gunboats  are  advanced  up  the  Coo|)er  River,  and  the  officers  uea  \.\i&\t 
efforts  to  preserve  order  as  well  as  they  can  and  to  ftT!ttKiwdL\)ci'ft\j\i\XsA 
States  laws  to  white  and  })lavk. 
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The  State  is  coniplot^ly  oh  its  back,  and  two  or  three*  movable  (M)1- 
lunits  of  a  t'ouple  of  thoiusand  luen  wK'h  would  sutiicc  for  a  jjcuonil 
recogoition  of  the  friM*  Union. 

The  chief  danger  is  from  probable  lack  of  food;  the  season  for 
pliintinjr  in  at  hand,  and  the  ireednion  luive  not  jjenerallv  agreed  on 
tenns  with  the  landownei-s.  1  learn  recently,  however,  ttat  ou  some 
of  thtt  plantations  Uie  work  is  jjoinjr  on. 

The  negroes  have  {Generally  proved  docile  and  well  disposed,  and  n 

little  judieiouH  action  would  put  the  new  system  into  full  movement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  youi-olirdientflervant, 

.1.  A.  OaiiutUkn, 
Betir-AdminU^  Comd</.  South  Atf^tUic  Bfoekadlny  Sfptadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  o^ft/m  JVavy^  Washington ^  D.  C. 

[RunlomiK).] 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 
Cooper  RUei\  South  OarolitM,  March  i'^,  1866, 

Sir:  I  oneloso  the  report  of  Aetinj^  Master  Montell.  of  the  l',  S.  S. 
PotornjtA'a,  of  the  result  of  the  expedition  which  was  sent  out  under 
my  orders  to  rescue,  if  possible,  tlie  officers  of  the  .A/wy/i//,  recently 
<.'apturc<i  by  a  small  rebct  force,  whether  reg^ulftror  marauding,  I  know 
not  certainly,  in  the  vicinity  of  Monk's  Corner. 

I  also  enclose  a  report  of  Acting  Master  Montell,  touching  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  on  and  contiguous  to  the  Western  Bnuuh  of  the 
Cooper  Kiver,  and  the  remedial  means  neces.^ry  to  its  improvement, 
and  to  regularity  mid  gt>od  order  among  the  |>eople.  As  to  the 
requirement's  which  he  resj>ectfully  suggests  and  the  authority  with 
which  he  asks  to  be  chtthed,  I  have  no  cnnniients  to  make,  but  as  U>  so 
nmch  of  the  report  as  i^  ba^ed  on  so-calie<l  information,  1  beg  leave  to 
sav  that  inasmuch  as  it  is  bused  entirely  on  mere  rumor  and  hearsay, 
it  should  be  received  with  abundant  tmutioti.  I  have  conversed  with 
iiitelJii^ent  persons  from  the  Smtee  country,  who  came  voluntarily  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  who,  I  am  well  satistied,  were  loyal  to 
the  Union  always,  and  they  brought  intelligence  wi^lely  ditfering  in 
many  respects  from  Acting  Master  Montell's  infoi  tnation.  These  per- 
sons, who  are  not  of  the  gentry  of  ihi*  land,  but  plain,  industrions 
farmers,  of  strong  common  sense  and  good  inforujution,  reside  in  8t. 
Stephen's  Parish,  in  this  (the  Charleston)  district,  within  l^  or  4  miles 
of  the  Santee  River.  That  is  the  farthest  [)oint  inland  from  which 
information,  other  than  mere  hearsay,  has  reached  me  from  any 
sourcfl. 

Very  roapoctfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  TlIOMTSON, 

Oontj/utTui^T, 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahi^gren, 

(hwmandhuj  Sf.fuih  Athintir  BliM;hidhnj  Stfmxdron. 

[SulwiK-Umirv.) 

U.  S.  S.    POTOMSKA, 

Stmirht-rnj  Krnj^  V>ffpn'  Rhur,  .\fi)rt'h  ^,  ISH5. 

Sir:  I  beg  most  resx>ectfull>  to  inform  you  that  on  the  evening  of 

the  23d  instant  I  left  this  vessel  with  15  marines  and  3fi  siulors  from 

the  Ciman'fm  and  .50  sailors  from  the  Potomnht  for  the  purpose  of 

rotaking  the  officers  captured  from  the  U.  S.  tug  JftnquH,     At  0  i>.  m.. 


I 


* 
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dark,  I  starkHl  thi*  JhtmnA^a^s  mon  in  ho:its  up  thr  rivor.  an<l  with  thp 
Chu'irroti^x  iimn  I  maivhod  up  to  Keating  Simon's  plnce,  15  miles  frorii 
here,  and  there  iiindoii  junotion  with  the /W^wmXw^  men  «n(l  remained 
there  the  rest  of  the  night  and  following-  day.  At  dusk  I  started  for 
Hojf  Swamp,  about  15  mile^  dwtant.  where  the  band  of  guerrilla.'^ 
wor*i  ejinj])ed,  hut  after  surrounding  tlifi  hou««  I  found  that  tbey  had 
gone  into  the  woods.  After  threats*,  1  su<Teeded  in  rapturing  a  Mr. 
iVllay  and  Edward  Dennis,  brother  of  the  Captain  Dennis.  Fcftring 
an  attack.  I  at  once  made  good  my  way  to  Keating  Simon'.s.  where  the 
tug  lay.  Shortly  afterwards  a  Hag  of  truce  eauio  to  me  fnun  the  bind 
of  robbers,  who  stated  that  the}' were  willing  to  return  our  officers, 
and  hereafter  allow  no  further  interference  in  ourdutie^  of  Christian- 
ity, and  1  have  allowed  live  days  to  efl'ect  the  exchanije,  three  of  which 
have  now  elapsed,  but  I  hope  tluit  my  purp<»4e  will  be  effected,  and 
no  diflSeultv  will  again  arij?o  from  that  quarter. 

Captain  Dennis  ^lays  the  officers  were  not  taken  by  his  command  but 
by  General  Ferguaon's,  and  when  be  can  wee  the  general  and  explain 
the  matter  all  will  be  satisfactory,  and  the  officers  of  the  Navy  wil!  be 
allowed  to  proceed  lis  usual  in  doing  good. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F*.   M.   MONTELL, 

Acting  Mnst^r^  CtyimnandiiKj  U.  S.  S.  Putt/mska, 

Roar-Admiral  Jno.  A.  Dahusren, 

Ooittmaitdififj  SoxUh  Atlnntle  BI/M?kadi7uj  Squadron. 


Ditrtrihnfimi  of  •itestteltt  of  the  Sotdh  At/ttf)f./r  MK'htdint/  Sfpindnm^ 

April  i,  J866, 


T«Md. 


^L*Hi:la, ...... 

AJger 


Mdjuiu  .». 


MIIpii 

AmaMiithuw. 
Arcninm.... 

Auil(«....... 

*Brueii  ,..»„, 


•UruUtom  . 

•Blaot 

CinivTon... 


Ounelto..., 
Oftnuikm .. 
Oover 

CaiAthwn... 
■Chunbcn . 


CAnoiilcuK.. 
CSunbrmtcf 
Cb«iuingii . 

Itatnlellan  - 
UAirodil ... 
Donegal ... 

Flambt^uu  . 


*Geiniibok 

Ocraiilum  ..., 
Qladloltifl 


U 


CVum. 


Serew  tiiir 

Slde-whi'el 

fftrkincr. 
Sloop  ol  w»r. 
ord  niiDcc 
«tonai. 

Bwk 

8<'ww  wn .... 

do 

do 

ficbooner, 
iitoreiL 

Bftrk 

Schwioer 

Slde'Whuoi 
gunbael. 
Screw  niK.... 

do 

do 

do 

8lde-whevl  tng 
H  V  li  o  o  n  <•  r , 
ordnaiii;e 

sUtrra. 

Monitor 

tkrrt-'WJiUuimer 

t-illt'     W  lllL'l 

fltcRnipr,        I 
SiTU«  (UK 

Sid  V-  wheel 

fltvatner. 
do 


GoiDiDAwltnK  ofloer. 


Arif.  MftMer  Wni,  BAiT5-niore  ... 
Cumdr.TlioK.  H.  rutivrMiii 


Actg.  Vol.  lAeuU  Alvtn  Pblnney. 


Aclp.  V/tl.  Lieul.  I.  A.  Pennell . . . 

ArtK.  ElitiKH  W,  H.  i'cix 

Atttr.  Eusiljii  J.  V.Ciiok 

Aclg  MiLitvr  F,  W.  StnuiK 

Actg.  MaaUT  W.  F.  acddlDg 


Ads.  KiiJ.i|{ii  .'■  n.  BL'iUK'tl 

Ai-tK,  KiiKlcii  r,,a.CiJril» 

CoTiKlr.  l%KlxTt  Thcmijumii  , 


Prcnen  t  duty  or  irtiiUnn . 


North  EdlRtx}. 

Port  Roys),  rapKlriiu;. 

Purl  Koynl. 


St.  Slmoii's. 
CtuulMUin. 
Port  RoyHl. 

OMAtMW. 
Charlfvton, 

BL  Andrew's. 
CbarlfVtoD. 
Do. 


Actg.lSnirign  A.K.Noyen (ieonrotnwiL 

ArtK.  Eiislirn  Unviil  B.  Hnwcw...    CharTcHlixi.  repairing. 

Art^r  KTiKipn  Wm.  IVivd i  Port  Hoynl.  repKlriiig. 

ActK.  KiiHiKii  B<.'iij- Mitchell ]  CharU-rtuu, 

AclR.  >[ii>.U'r'-  Malt-  Geo,  W.  I'iii«t'  I'ort  Koyfil.  reimlring^ 
Actg.  MuNlt-r  Wru.  Wutwiti 1  Purt  UtiyitJ. 


Uetit.Cotndr.Q.  E.Belknnp 

Comdr.  <i.  n .  I'reblr 

l.k-iit.  C<jiiHlr.  G.  V.  Moiris 


Do. 
Owabaw  Sound. 
tieurvfloH'n. 


Arlg.  F.nMlgri  U.W.  WllllAinB  .._l  I'ort  Royal,  rvi«lring. 

Actg,  Mitf-ter  Wm.  U.  Mflllnrd  ...    Chi\rlMtnn. 

AL'lg.  Vul.LlL-ut.tieo.Li.L^liliADi.    l\in  Royal,  ropatrlng. 


h  I  Bark 

7   .....do 

t3  Side- wheel  tqg 
fS  I  Screw  tug 1 

•Sailing  vfvmlg. 


Actg.      Vol.     Ll«at.     Kdvard 
Civendy. 

Artg.  Mutrr  \j^wit  Wmt 

Actg.  MoMfr  J.  F.  Wluchittttr.,. 

Artg.  Ensign  I>aTld  hoc.  

Actg.  Knwfgn  N .  Bougbton 


Do. 

at,  Catherinft's. 
UotMjy  Bound. 


^aow\V«!tft. 
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Puilrilnttioti  0/  fesselt  o/tfie  South  Atlatitu:  BtitchuUng  Sqnadrofi^  April  7,  tS66 — Cont'd. 


VmwiI. 


No.  of 


•drintb 

•O.  W.  nodKimi . . . 

EIarvc«l  Mtxin 

Home 

IIvdraiiKm 

*Huutftiton 

H»I<J 

•Kopo 

Iriji 

JiinldiA 

J<mqtiU 

CaUUII 

Lodona 

lAburDutn 

*Ugbtoliiff 

Larkopur 

Miogoe 

McH«iioiiBh 

*Manf{tiiim 

Kiiiitiickut 

Nnhanl 

•New  HompNhlrv. 

Norwich 

•Norfolk  I'ML-kDt.. 

OttawK 

•Orvotu 

OleAuder 

PUHle 

Pawnee 

I*oiitUc 

PoUmwka. 

l'bilMlcli>hi>. 


•IVrry 

•Wn-y  Dr»ytnn  . 
•lUcer 

eonoou 

Slate  of  Ot!ortU. 

*Rt.  Lonlft 

•PfimlnRM 

t^Rnfo^l 

swcvt  lirler 

•tinUlli 

•Swift 

•Thunder 

Tusearom 

•VitlpanUm 

WliMliUkan 

WInnna 

WanuutU 

Wando 

•Wllllattu 

•Wildcat 

•Want 


tt 


W 


t? 


fi 


10 


Cla 


UomnuunMng  nfflcer. 


I'reaeut  duty  omUttioa. 


»<?hooo».T, 
inoruir. 

8ctMKin«r 

81de>w)icul 
BteamcT. 

8«rvw  steam- 
er, h'wplial. 

ficruw  lUK  .... 

Bark,  rnu- 
Homtw*l. 

Sfpewfilfaincr 

SCliiKlIUT  .. 

9*-Tv\i  liiK  .... 

.*rrewsliirip,.. 

Srrpw  lilK 

Hntiitur  ... 
Screw  vtcomur 

Setvvt  tux 

Sctioo  tier, 

tt'iider. 
Hcrt'w  tug  , . . . 
8fdi.--whirel 

HteuRitr. 

do 

Hcbooiivr 

Moiilt'M- 

do 

8liipl"l'ircJi^. 
Srrcw  Htc-ftimT 
Schooacr. 

mortnr. 
BercwfruTiboat 
SclmiJiiLT, 

81  d  e-whci'] 

tua. 

Monitor 

Srrpw  HitKip  . . 
aide-wltevi 

gnnlxHi... 
Si^raw  RlHumer 
Sldt-whi'^cl 

steamer. 
8ide-whuel 

tng. 
Scboon  cr, 
mortar. 

Brig 

Sloop,  tender . 
Schitoii  vr. 

toortar. 
Side-whtff  1 

iranbrAU 
Side- who  el 

cU'auKT. 
Hailing  s1i>np  . 

do 

Screw  flieamcr 

8frew  ttlK 

Schooner, 

mtirtMr. 
He  boo  net, 

tcndiT 
81'wip.  U'n'U-r. 
Poh'W  iiU«i>p  ., 
Hulk.litMphnl 
BcrewKunboiit 

do 

Scn-w  nluami-r 
Rlfti>  wlieel 

irtcamvr. 
Schooner, 

mortar. 
Sehooner. 

tender. 
Schooner. 

mortar. 


Uvurveti 
PortKo; 


:etowu. 
lyol. 


Ai?t«.  Mafiti^r  JamM  ()RllVle ,  Waionw  Sound. 

Artj;.  Muster  L.G.  KtiienoD I  Unabaw. 

Avtic.  Majiter  J.K.('n*hy [  Oeofxetowu.  wreck. 

Aetjf.  Master  lleiij,  iJycr Charicaton. 

Actg.  31  aalur  C'hatt.  W.  KoKen-  . . . 
Aet*.  MaatiT  K.  G.  Furl»er 

Aclg.  Mactor  C.  F.  Mitchell 

AcUr-  Vol.  Ueut  W.  I-  t'hiirrhin 

Aclg.  Master  J.  E.  Stickoey 

Comdr.J.J.  Almv , 

Actg.  Maitcr'fl  Mute  ThoH.  Nl'W- 
ton. 

LleuUCutadr.  Kd.  [larreCt 

Aelg.VoL  Lieut.  R.I*  Swann...., 
Aetg.  Enidgn  Stutglii  (Vmtrr  —  j 


IK>. 

rharlenton. 
Chnrli'iiton.  repairing. 
Pern  Rnyal.  repairing. 

L'Uarlcalon. 

Do. 
8ape)o  Sound. 
Pun  Rojral. 


Autg.  Enufgii  Wm.NclJon 

Ltfut.  Cotudr.  Wm.  il,  Oaiiii 

Ll"itt,  (V'lndr,  A.  I-',  ('n-rmiii 

Aeur.  Ma-tter  John  <V»llln«. 

Uf-ut.  IVjindr.  R.  F.  K.  l-ewts 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  I'.  Wllllnmj' 

<>)mmflnder  Wm.  Kevno^ds 

\vvg.  Miwler  Wra.  H.  l)e  Wo! f . . . 
A(tff,MnalerO.  W.Wood 

Lietit.  Comdr.  Jiw.  tttillwell , 

Aclff,  Miwtvr  Wm.  Kalea , 

A«-ur.  M«HU=r  ft.  P.  Waller 

Ueitt.  Corodr.  R.  W.  Scoli 

Captain  H.S.Stelhvageii 

Lieut. Comdr.S,  B.  Luce 

A.t*r.MrtJ.u-r  F.M.Montell ' 

Aotg.  Vol.  ulf-iit,  W.T.OIIIcuple. 

XvXfi.  Bmrlxn  Cbai.  Orievc 

Aetg.  If  airter  Geo.  Axhbnry 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut. O.  W.  Brown  ... 

Actg.  Muter  £.0*.  Martin  ."!!  ^ 

Liuut.  Comdr.  T.  S.  Flllebrown . , 

(\imdr.  Fabliw  manljr , 

Aetg,  Vol.Llent..rF.SIrkelii .. 
Artp.  Vnl.  UfuL  (i.  K.  Weleb  ... 

Ac-lif.  Mfl«t<-rji.  Kemplon 

Attjc.MiiBtt'fcWin.  Bulky 

Aetg.  Maaier  B.  Van  VooiUU ... 


Port  Royal,  rvpalrlnr- 

(Jen  r^  town. 

North  Edldtn, 
rhnrltwton. 

Sloim. 
Port  Royal. 
St.  Jnhn*B. 
OMRahnw  Bi^und. 

St.  Jnbir-i, 
Cbarleaton. 

Orrying  »tore»>. 

Port  Rnyal.  repairing. 
.  Charleiton. 
f>avannab  River. 

Crxiper  Rl%-er. 
CharluatoD.   flag* 

Fieamer, 
Port  Royal. 

Onabaw  S.tuod. 

Pemandlna. 
North  KdUlo. 
Tyltet'. 

rharleston. 

Do. 

Pnri  R..yal. 

Do. 
I'Mrrylng  f lorot. 

(ieniwtown. 
F<)rt  Koyal- 


<:<tmra<inrter  3.  M.  FSilley Charlotton. 

Aetg.Mmitor  H.«.  Bliitichiml  ...  I-orl  Koyal. 

Lletii.  Comdr.  A.  W.  JohriNon .<tnno. 

Arlg.  MoAter  K.H.ShcFHfId <itioTii[<'town. 

Aitg.  MimtLT  fhas.  W.  Lw Port  Royal. 

Sr\g.  Mamer  Fredk.  T.  King Charlealon. 

Autg.  Ua«ter  Q.  W.  Parker ,  titono. 

Pilot  boat  Bi  i^harlaa- 
ton, 
Aetg.MajiteT CO. Richer Llgbi^Houw  Inlet, 


•SaUingvoMftli. 


t  HowlUert. 


J.  .\.  Daholren, 

Bear- Admiral, 
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(Mer  of  Jieitr-Admiral  Dahhfrrm^  U.  S.  Natyy,  (4)  Actlmj  VtUuttt^n^r 
Lit^uiennnt  Nlrk^iU^  fj.  S.  J\(tpi/^  to  fismimt' iinnvuind  of  tfu-  U-  S,  «S'. 

^  FlAO-StRAMEB    ]'uII.A1)KM'H1A, 

Charlestons  S.  C.^  April  /,  ISGif. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby'  detrtcho*!  from  the  U.  S.  ship  AY.  Lom'n^  nrid, 
oil  receipt  of  thi8.  you  will  ugiiin  u-ssumu  fomiimiid  of  the  L'-  S.  ti. 
i  Camhriug': 

Tcry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Pahlgren, 
Rfiar- Admiral,  Conidf/.  Suuth  Atlantic Blockadin<f  Hf/uadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels, 

Cwnmanding  U.  S,  Ship  St.  Louis, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Dahlfjrert^  V.  S.  Navy ^  tit  Ma jirr- General 
Oi/h/iftrf,  f\  S.  Army^  reHponding  to  request  for  ilu  eooperatUm  of 
gunbfmtis  in  the  Santee  River. 

Flacy-.Steamkk  Philadklfhu, 

Charlt«t<m,  S.  C,  April  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  received  thismorninp  youi>iof  the  27th.  requpstinjr  the  coop- 
oration  of  such  naval  force  as  I  may  bo  able  and  willing-  to  afford 
(xeneral  Hotter,  who  in  to  conimiind. 

You  nre  probably  aware  that  the  bar  of  the  Santec  preventM  the 
entmnce  of  any  but  the  li^^^htest  draft  tug.s  of  the  s<iiindron.  My 
ability,  therefore,  will  Im-  very  limited,  but  .such  vestseLs  its  are  suitjiblo 
will  be  sent  into  the  river,  TheirtJ  will  lie  one  or  two  tups  and  some 
lauDches  carrying  howitzers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    A.    DAHlXiKKX, 

Rear-Adyniral^  Comdg.  Smtth  AtUantic  BUK'k'mlirtg  tS*jundr<m. 

Major-Genenil  Q.  A.  Gili.moke, 

Comdg,  ih'pt.  of  the  Houth^  Utadtp4ar/t.r«  UUton  llcaii. 


'tter  ftitm  Rear- Admiral  Dahltfreii^  U.  8*  ^avy^  to  Jfi^ar- Ge»tfral 
GUlmorey  U.  S.  Arnty^  nspondiny  to  request  for  txHiperation  ofijun-- 
boats  in  the  prot^tion  of  prisoners. 

Flagship  PKiLAi>ELPinA, 

Churh^fon  I}nrl*nr.  April  /,  /WJ. 
Sir:  I   received  this  morning    vours  of  the  'iTlh,  f^tating  that  an 
exchange  of  prisonei*s  \s  to  take  place  at  Darien,  Ga.,  on  the  18th. and 
requestmg  that  a  couple  of  gunboats  nmy  l>e  in  the  AlUunaha  at  the 
time,  near  the  town. 

Your  ref^uest  will  Iw  attended  to. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Oahwjren, 
Rear-Ad'iiirtdj  Commanding, 
Major-General  Q.  A.  GiLr.sfORE, 

Comdg.  D&pt.  of  the  iSo  at  h^'Headqwirters  Hilton  Head, 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgreii^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Luutenaiit  G'Kwne^ 
U.  S.  Waoy^  to  proceed  to  Scmtee  River  in  command  of  launches  for 
GOi>peration  with  the  army  under  General  Potter^  U.  S.  Army. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Charlenton,  S.  C,  Aprils,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Georgetown,  and  on  your  arrival  there  report  to 
the  senior  officer  present  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  two  launches 
recently  sent  there.  They  are  to  be  manned  from  the  crews  of  the 
Mviigoe  and  Winonxi.  The  officers  and  crew  now  in  them  are  to  be 
returned  to  their  vessels,  respectively. 

After  obtaining  the  launches,  proceed  to  the  Santee  River  and  place 
yourself  in  communication  and  cooperation  with  the  army,  affording 
all  assistance  in  vourpower. 

On  the  arrival  of  Commander  F.  Stanly,  j^ou  will  transfer  the  com- 
mand to  him  and  return  to  this  anchorage,  reporting  your  arrival 
to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral.,  Cmndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  James  O^Kane, 

Flay- Steamer. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  DaJd^ren^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Thomp- 
son ^  U.  S.  Navy ^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cinmrroii^  to  proceed  to  Alta- 
■mafia  River  for  the  protection  of  priatmers  f&r  exchange. 

Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Charlentm  Ifarhor^  AjyrU  ^,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Cimarron  to  the  Altamaha,  to  be 

B resent  during  an  exchange  of  prisoners  which  is  to  take  place  at 
'arien. 

When  your  coopei*ation  is  not  longer  needed  you  will  return  and 
report  to  me  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral^  Cwnmanding. 
Commander  Kgbert  Thompsox, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Cimarron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahl^reTtJC.  S.  JVavy,  to  Acting  Master  Pen- 
nejl,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  tj.  S.  hark  Ethan  Allen,  enjoining 
vigilance. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Charle^ttm.  Harhov,  S.  ('..  April  J,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  communication*  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in  reforonco  to  the 
Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry  making  their  appearance  at  that  point,  has 
been  received.     In  reply,  it  is  necessary  tnat  you  should  bo  vigilant, 

*  Not  fonnd. 
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Bud  let  your  iK)ut.stxin(iniie  Ui  putrul  lbecrO'ek«i!U%,  rrportinj;  ull  mut- 
ters of  intercut  to  me. 

Very  rotiptvl fully,  your  obedieii^t  serNuut, 

J.  A.  I)ahU;ken, 

RtHirAdmind,Omidtj.  S*jutk  Atf antic  Biockadm(j  Squadr<in. 

Arfiiig  Miister  I.  A.  Pknnkll, 

Couuhj.  U.  S.  liai'k  Ethan  Affetiy  St.  Sitnon''H  Sound. 


lirjarrt  of  Betif-Admiritl  IhihUjn'HyU.  S,  JViirt/^  rt^ardituj  the  dt-inw- 
tur^fi'oni  VhuHviitrfn  ofiimU.  S.  vtetiinefif  CnnntuhiifjuH  nnd  StaUvf 

No.  144.J  FlAO-StEAMER    PHrLAORLPmA, 

CharftMtm  f{tn'h<n\  April  4»  i^6*J. 
Sik:  I  havo  to  inform  the  Df piirtnicnt  tliiil,  xn  ii\\\H\w.\\vv  Ui  orden*, 
the  (■armiidaitjua  U'ft  Port  Kovitl  on  thr  :i*Ul»  of  March  for  Boston. 

The  State  of  O'ecnjia  left  thin  unchorajje  on  the  2d  iu-stiint  to  <'arry 
into  execution  tht-  orders*  given  to  Captwin  IVt'Mc  while  in  the  com- 
uiund  of  the  .V.  Lonin. 

1  have  thi!  honor  to  lM^  very  rrspiHl fully,  your  olwdient  servant, 

rl.  A.  Daiilokkn, 
Reitr-Admiral^  ('omdtj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es, 

St'CTtiarij  of  tfie  Navy. 


Ltittcr  frtftn    Rytr-Admind   Dahtffrtfn,  V.   S.  Nai*i/,  t4i  adttred  ritizenfi 
of  Chiirl^ifton,  iickn<rjrh'dfjinij  r*iuilitti*yns. 

Flag-Steamer  PiiajM>ELPjnA, 

ClutrUMon  Ilarhtr,  S.  t\,  April  6,  IS6^. 

Mt  Frieni>«:  I  have  received  the  re^solutions  passed  at  your  reeent 
nieetinj^,  and  thank  von  for  your  ai)preeiatiou  of  my  effort  to  cany 
out  the  laws  of  the  Onion  ia  your  l>ehulf. 

Your  ra<;4!  is  now  free,  never  to  be  enslaved  ajjuin  within  the  limitH 
of  the  Union. 

But  you  will  have  a  more  severe  ordeal  in  your  smdden  prasperity 
than  in  pafit  adversity.  I  hope  vour  peo])le  will  piisn  through  tfUccetM- 
fully. 

'I'hr  imme*Uate  danger,  as  1  learn  from  the  i*e<'tion  of  the  eountry 
where  my  ^unl)oat.s  penetrate,  is  the  probable  scarcity  of  food,  arising 
from  the  eehsation  of'  labor.     Meet  this  evil  at  onee. 

Hettirn  to  your  oeeu|>iition  cheerfully  and  earnestly,  for  you  now 
work  for  yourselv(\s. 

Kes]>eet  the  Salibuth  and  keep  it  faithfully.  I  shall  always  do  what 
I  ean  to  further  your  YVci\  interest*. 

With  my  Imst  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  happiness, 
I  am.  very  truly, 

J.   A.   DAHUiRKN, 

Bcar'AdtnimL  Cmndg.  South  Atlantli-  BkKkadlug  Stpiadron. 
To  the  Mekttno  of  the  Coi^red  Citizens  of  Charleston, 
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Jiejtort  vf  Rear-Adtniral  DahUjnm^  II.  S.  Navy.,  vtyardinif  t/ua  redtW' 
tlon  of  the  niXcal  J^/rce  U7ider  his  anuiiMitd. 

No.   147.)  *    FlAO-StEAMKK   PHlLAOEI.rHIA, 

CharleMmi,  S.  C,  April  7,  1866. 

Sik:  L'-onfonimlilv  U\  tlie  views  of  the  Department,  the  number  of 
vessels  in  this  wqimdron  hws  l)een  much  diniioished,  and  may  l>obrouj;ht 
to  !i  iniifh  Itjwer  and  more  cconomk;  standard  liy  the  substitution  of  ii 
few  more  ironrlmls. 

In  the  present  state  ot"  all'airs.  iitid  assuming'  that  the  reduction  of 
the  rehellioii  profrrc'Hsew  us  it  bus  done,  the  purpose  uf  tht?  naval  foree 
maintained  here  will  bo  purely  conserviitive. 

No  class  of  vpssi'l  will  lie  fotmil  better  adapt.ed  to  this  than  the 
monitors. 

The  immber  of  men  and  oiKcers  iJiey  riMpiin'  when  fully  manned 
does  not  exeeed  liK>. 

The  wear  and  tear  lying  at  anchor  m  smootli  water  will  be  very 
triiling;  their  steam  maehinory  is  of  a  very  endurinjfrharaeter,  as  may 
be  pereeive^i  from  the  present  condition  of  those  that  have  gone 
throii^rh  the  hard  service  of  this  station  for  two  years. 

Their  boilers  will  wear  verv  little,  i\&  no  steam  will  ]>*;  habitually 
needed  on  one,  and  only  banked  Hres  on  the  other,  or,  at  least,  no 
more  tlmn  will  suthre  for  the  ventilatinjj  apparatus. 

Thi^v  will  sen'e  as  impregnable  forts  wherever  they  may  be  pla<'ed, 
and  with  the  aid  of  a  steam  tug  will  command  the  interior  streams 
Ixivond  range  of  their  guns. 

\  would  merefore  recommend  to  the  Department,  until  affairs  are 
entirely  settled,  that  a  monitor  l>e  placexl  in  Georgetown,  two  in 
Charleston,  two  at  Port  Royal,  one  in  the  Savannah,  one  in  Ossalww, 
one  \x\  St.  Simon's,  and  one  in  the  St.  John^s,  with  a  steamer  for  each. 

Making  nine  mcmitors,  of  which  a  |xirtion  should  be  of  a  lighter 
draft  than  those  of  the  PaasaicAvms^  if  convenient  for  the  Demrtment 
to  send  such.  These  would  require  nine  tugs  to  be  with  them  con- 
stantly, and  the  remaining  nine  would  serve  to  visit  the  jKirt-*  lying 
between  tlie  monitor  stations,  so  as  to  maintain  a  constant  eoummnica- 
tion  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other. 

This,  1  would  term  the  permanent  force  for  iwiice  and  other  pur- 
poses, withdrawing  the  other  vessels. 

The  workshops  and  mechanical  means  now  at  Port  Royal,  with  a  cor- 
responding rmmher  of  hands,  would  he  ample  to  keep  these  vessels  in 
perfect  reptiir. 

The  divers  should  also  be  retained,  to  keep  clean  the  iron  Iwttoms, 
and  the  monitors  should  Vm*  so  interrhanged  as  t^»  have  the  benefit  of 
the  fresh  water,  which  win  l)o  reached  at  Savannah  and  other  stations. 

The  monitors  should  all  have  a  plank  deck  over  the  iron  deck,  and  1 
see  no  reason  why  a  light  suite  of  apartments,  with  a  mess  room, 
should  not  be  put  up  forwiird  of  the  turret  for  the  officei-s,  and  a  uer- 
manent  awning  and  curtains  aft  for  such  of  the  menus  preferrea  to 
sling  their  hammocka  on  deck. 

If  circumstances  should  render  it  necessary,  two  or  throe  double- 
enders  might  be  added,  and  a  cruiser  or  two  of  the  Nipnic  class. 

Charleston  will  always  W  secure  against  outrtide  attack  by  means  of 
the  ii*oncIads.  Moultrie,  and  Sumter;  isolating  Moultrie  l\v  removmg 
the  bridge  and  mamtuiumg  the  commuuication  by  water  alone. 
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The  {^niiis  tit  Johnson  should  \w  removed,  uud  ii serifs  of  ^j^on^  lines 
inuintaint'd.  hut  tlirir  aninLiiicnt  preMervfd  atl(»ut  in  a  at^e  Vessel  to 
nioi't  contingencies. 

The  works  in  the  <'itv  should  lie  leveh'd;  they  are  unneco.ssary  for 
the  purposo.s  of  the  I'nited  States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv ,  your  obedient  oi'i*\  tint, 

J.  A.  Daiiloukn, 
litar'Afhntnfh  '"w/u/*/.  Souih  Atltinti4:-  Blockadintf  ^mtdr*m. 

Hon.  (tIiikon  WKij.fy*, 

Stn'ttury  oftfi^  Navy, 


Rtpart  of  LUiitenant-Comnmti<hr  Stt'l/we//,  IT.  S.  Natm*  regnnittiy 
the  ciipturf  ijf  li  piirty  of  tuitwl  n^eei'^fi'om  the  U,  S.  S.  OtUimu^tn 
St,  John's  niver. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
OffJitekmni^Uh.  Flu.,  April  7,  ISOn. 

Sib:  It  becomes  my  unfortunate  duty  to  report  the  capture  by  the 
rebi'lw  of  Second  As.si.stan1.  Engineer  George  H.  White,  Actiujf  Atwi«t- 
ant  Surgeon  I^'wis  \\.  Willurd^  Lewi.-?  S.  Smith,  c*>a!  heaver,  and 
Andrew  Farley,  nhip's  nurncv  of  this  vessel,  under  the  following  cir- 
cumstances: 

Dr.  WiUard  has  been  attendin>j  Mi's.  Douglass,  a  sick  lady,  on  Mr. 
Reed's  place  near  Mandiirin,  on  tlie  west  Ihuik  of  the  St.  John's  River, 
and  left  my  vessel  yesterday  uiorninj^  in  a  small  boat,  siccoinpunied  bv 
the  persons  mentioned  above.  As  they  did  not  return  Inst  niffht.  I  le/t 
thi«  morning  ami  proceeded  up  to  Mr.  Heed's  wharf  and  senl  ii  Uwit, 
armed,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Walter  N.  Smith,  with  onlere  to 
see  Mr.  Reed  and  make  enquiries  um  to  what  had  Iiecome  of  the  party. 
It  apjH'ars  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Smith  that  they  left  his  place  at  4 
p.  m.  vestertlay.  and  on  their  way  down  were  not  ahle  to  keep  fai' 
enougl)  off  from  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  and  were  <'ai)tured  hy  a 
piirty  of  the  Se^-ond  Florida  Cavalry  in  a  boat  that  naist  luue  been 
wiiiting  for  Iheni.  It  appears  that  no  .shot  was  lired  on  either  side,  and 
that  our  jwirty  were  taken  eomplet-t'Iy  by  surprise.  The  only  arms  lost 
belonging;  to  the  Government  was  one  revolver;  the  boat  was  of  hut 
little  value,  and  private  pro|>erty. 

After  iinding  all  the  information  1  4'(iuld,  I  pr<x'eeded  down  the  river 
to  this  plare  to  i  onimunirate  with  Colonel  U.  V,  Tilghnian,  now  the 
commanding  otticer  here,  as  lirigadier-General  K.  1'.  Scaniinon  left 
lawt  night  for  Hilton  Head.  C'oh»nel  Tilghman  will  send  out  a  scouting 
Iiiirty  to  Mr.  Heed's  place  to  get  a  letter  from  him.  stating  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Dr.  Wtlhird  iK'ing  at  his  place,  as  he  wishes  to  send  it 
tn  General  Sanuiel  Jone>i,  the  Confederate  general,  connnanding  the 
Dep)ii*tnient  of  Florida,  for  the  [mrpose  of  getting  him  released,  on  the 
ground  that  the  doctor  wiis  on  a  visit  of  huinanitv, 

Mrs.  Douglass  is  the  mother-in-law  of  .hidgi';  liunitt.  und  has  been 
living  in  flack.sonville  until  a  .short  time  since,  vvln-n  (Irncnil  F.  V. 
Scatnmou  gave  her  permission  to  reside  for  a  short  time  ^vith  her 
other  son-in  law,  Mr.  A.  H.  Heed.  Unfortunately,  Judge  Uurritl  left 
here  last  night  on  his  way  to  WasbingU^ju,  in  comjMiny  with  tieneral 
Scatnmon. 

I  am  obliged  to  leave  for  the  bar  this  afternooxx.,  vva  VW.  MuxwirV^i- 
HtftH  is  due  to-morrow,  ajid  the  armv  beve  hav<i  wo  rtVc».uwv  V>  V'^Vvcvsi 


310 


SOUTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKADINa    SQUADRON. 


ill   kf 


huvt'  to  roiiinumirnto  with  htM*.  iVilont'l  Tiljrlininii  will  kot-p  mo 
iiifoniH'd  Tf  br  ivcrivcs  any  iiitcllijjL'iK'i'.  Ilr  (md  a  tlaji' of  trurc  (lut 
this  morning"  aiuJ  connmniicati^d  with  the  ont^itiy  whilf  \v(*  wiTc  uj)  the 
I'iver,  and  will  soml  our  rmt  on  Saturday,  when  J  trust  to  heur  that 
th<'  (iiptured  party  will  \w  released. 

It  in  with  de«'p  rrj^ret  I  uni  ohlif^cd  to  iituko  the,  uhove  n'pi)rt.  still 
1  inuHt  do  it,  and  plaee  myself  on  your  elemency.  It  has  Iwcn  ihe 
habit  of  all  rojumanding  oUicers  to  have  cummuui"atioii  with  Mr. 
ReedV  faiuily  siuue  we  have  occupied  thJH  river,  hut  at  the  ^aiue  time 
}  fee)  as  if  1  bad  made  a  mistake  in  allowing  the  jwrty  to  leave  so 
unguarded. 

fwill  inform  you  at  the  earliest  opportunity  of  nil  1  vnu  hear  of  the 
prisoners. 

Refugees  are  still  <'oming  in  large  iiuniliers;  4i»  arrived  this  day. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  rommenced  on  the  sunken  .steniin'r  Mujtl*'  Lti(f\  hnt 
a*<  vet  with  hut  little  succe.ss. 

U'e  have  no  sickness  on  lx>ardat  present,  but  as  we  are  having  quite 
warm  weather  I  respectfully  reijuest  that  a  doettir  may  l)e  sent  to  this 
vessel. 

Very  reH|>eetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jameh  Stillwrix, 

Luutcimiil-  C  '<rniitiftfithT* 

Rear-Admirnl  John  A.  DAnT.<:KK>r, 

<'oi/>t/i((/t<lf'n(/  <:>ifuf/i  Athtntu'  Bhukntlittg  Squadrmi. 


Report  of  Am^t-ant    Simfenn    WHhr<l^   U.   S.  Nari^^   re^nrdhff  the 
releaae  of  Naval  offinrr^*  atjjfun^/  iv  St.  ,lnhn  /t  Rivf^r. 

U.  S.  S.  OrrAWA, 
({fi'JuclHfmmfU,  April  lO,  JS6*'i. 

Sir:  It  Iweomes  mv  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  yon  of  the  capture 
of  Second  .\ssistant  ICngineor  (i.  11.  While,  Andrew  Farley  (nu!*se), 
I><'wis  S.  Smith  (coal  heaver),  and  myself,  in  the  small  dingey,  by  a 
partv  of  Confcilerate  scouts. 

We  had  been  to  Mr.  Reed's,  on  the  west  Imnk  itf  the  St.  .Tohn'rt 
River.  .\s  yon  are  aware,  it  was  a  strietiv  professional  visit,  having 
been  asked  Uy  (reneral  Scanunon  to  attend  them,  as  a  portion  of  the 
family  were  siik.  Mr.  \Vhiteac<*ompanieil  me  asa  conipanit)n.  I  had 
made  the  visit  and  was  returning,  when  (»tf  Black  Point  wo  saw  a 
ciinnill  boat  going,  it  seeme<l,  to  Mandarin.  We  paid  no  attention  to  it, 
as  we  thought  it  was  from  Jacksonville,  it  being  in  the  middle  of  the 
riv<'r,  but  soon  as  they  got  well  on  our  quarter  they  edged  t-oward  us. 
We  were  then  sailing  and  |>ullinu-  against  the  tide,  so  had  no  chance  to 
get  away,  and  having  only  one  juslol  couhi  not  nnikc  resistance.  Thi-y 
ordered  ns  to  surrender,  which  we  did.  an  there  were  .5  armed  men  in 
their  boat  and  10  on  shore,  rortdy  to  fire  into  us  in  eiwe  wc  made  resist- 
ance. Th<\v  immediately  carried  \i»  on  shoiv,  where  1  explained  to 
the  ollicer  in  comnnuid  our  situation,  lait  he  coidd  do  nothing.  We 
were  then  inarehed  to  Haldwin.  where  wc  arrived  the  next  morning  at 
1»  o'clork.  We  were  presented  immediately  to  Colonel  (_'.  Smith,  com- 
manding forces  at  Baldwin.  To  him  I  stated  the  circumstances  of  our 
capture.  He  said  be  could  not  act  in  the  matter,  but  thai  he  exi>pcted 
Major-Cieneral  Jones  in  a  few  hours,  when  it  would  he  referred  to  him. 
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Tho  o-ononil  iirrivtMl  ;it  i'J  ni.  On  ln^anii^  tin-  ra-p,  dt'cidcd  iniiiio- 
Hmtel.v  tlint  1  should  ho  rolriLJed;  that  tb<Mihj(H-t  (if  my  visit  wuh  a  siif- 
ticicDt  ^uurutitecanjwhcixMind  that  the  n-itiaindfiHpf  tho  i^nirtv  should 
have  l)een  released  if  the  two  rtcoiit*t  raptured  two  luonths  ajfo  by  tho 
arinv  had  hei'n  given  up,  as  proruiwHi  hy  (ient»ral  Seanmion  in  two 
ofticml  I'onimunictitions.  He  yaid  further  that  when  tlio  sront.s  were 
returned  he  would  a.-isure  me  the  same  would  be  done  with  Mr.  White 
and  men. 

In  the  evetiitifr  tlie  two  s<M)uti*  were  i-eturned  by  a  flaif  of  truee  from 
our  side,  hut  the  ffeneni!  had  jjone,  and  Colorinl  Smith  said  he  eould 
not  a<.^t  in  the  uiatlfr,  but  felt  satisfied  that  when  he  had  seen  the  gon- 
eral»Mr.  White  and  the  two  men  would  he  released.  Tiie  colonel  jrave 
me  fM^rniissiun  lo  stMid  anythini;:  to  Mr.  Whitw  and  men  tt>  make  them 
eomfortable.  and  that  they  would  Im*  kopt  at  lialdwin  until  he  had  eom- 
municated  with  General  Jones.  He  aUo  a*isured  me  that  Mr.  Iteed 
had  nothiujr  to  do  with  our  capture;  that  he  never  eajiie  back  in  the 
country. 

A  flag  of  truce  was  detailed  to  bring  me.  in,  I  am  happy  to  assure 
you  tliat  while  in  the  cnemy'n  hands  we  received  the  Kindest  atten- 
tion. Hoping  my  conduct  ha,^  met  your  approbation.  1  have  the  honor 
to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  oI»edient  Hervant, 

Ij.  H.  Willaro. 
Acting  AnttUtant  Surv/HOfi, 

Lieut.  Commander  Jas.  STn.LWELL, 

Cfyminandln^  JVatntl  Forces^  St,  Jithn^tf  River.  J^l^rida, 


RriMrrt  uf  Reitr-AdmirtO  Dahlfjren^  A'.  'V.  Nitry^  givh\g  litft  of  vuhhcI^ 
fietavhed  fnnn  ilie iMpuulroti  und*-t'  hit*  ttHinnand, 

No.  156.]  Fi^ag-Stkamer  Philaoklphia, 

CharleMfm}  lhirhn\  .  \j>nf  10,  1SG$. 

Sra:  For  the  information  of  the  Department,  1  haxe  to  state  that 
to  this  date  the  following  vessels  have  been  detached  from  thisHi|uad- 
ron  and  nent  north  or  elsewhei-e.  under  the  t*i>ei-ial  oiiler-s  of  the  Depart- 
ment or  tmder  the  general  discretion  to  reduce  the  force: 

Ironelails  Mo/ttnu^'.  Santianum^  M<t/io/Mi\  Lfhujh^  Mt>nQdnf>ch: 
hhig,,  February  8;  MemphiH^  February  l!»;  South.  Citrolhiu^  MarcD 
10;  Si^tiin^  March  :^4;  Catutnthiifjuti^  March  2t»;  Xi.pHH\  March  iiS; 
Pernio  April  l-i:  Ftn'^unid'ma^  April  3;  Saratoga^  April  4;  /fntsilt'era, 
April  5;  Stot^  of  Georgia^  April  *j,  sent  north;  Georyts  Mamjhmn^ 
April  8,  south. 

rhi*pe  have  been  destroyed,  the  PatupAtit  and  the  IftirvtJ*t  Mmm  by 
torpt*does,  ami  the  Dul  Clung  in  action  witii  a  rebel  imttery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUy.  your  obc<lient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahuiren, 
Rear-Admiraf.,  Comd/f.  South  Athinti<;  Blockading  Sguadrtm, 

Hon.  GiDEox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na-vy. 
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Lt'tUrfroiu  Brlgadk^-Gt^ii'ral  Schivinnlft^niw,  U,  S.  Aruiy,  to  Rmr- 
Aduth'of  Ihihhirm^  U.  S.  3Wy,  exprttiHivg  appretuttttim  of  Ih^ 
hmrty  and  cmitinuous  f^topffrntion  of  the  ft^^y. 

CHAKI.KS70N,  S.  C,  April  JO,  J8G6, 

Admiral:  Boinjr  o}»ligfpd  to  Icuvo  tho  dpptirtment  on  account  of 
ill  heulth,  1  Ut^  you  to  allow  nic  iM-fort'  piirtinjr  to  expi'tss.-*  to  you  and 
to  tlu'  officers  under  your  coinnmnd  my  hi^'Si  cstccni  and  niy  sin<H'!rc 
thanks  for  tlie  uniform  courtt^sy  and  invaluaMe  cooperation  I  have 
ret-eivf d  iit  your  hands. 

I  have  hud  the  honor  to  be  intrusted  with  the  command  before 
Charleston  for  nearly  ayejir  past,  ami  have  [jctTi  stationed  in  front  of 
Charleston  for  over  twenty  months.  Dui  in;^  this  period  I  myself,  as 
well  as  the  other  officers  in  the  district,  have  JxH-n  thrown  into  almost 
daily  contm-t  with  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  the  most  pleasant 
relations  have  always  oxisU'd  between  the  two  branches  of  the  service; 
good  feeling'  and  tnie  roninideshij)  were  the  invariable  rule:  not  a  uin- 
g-le  instaiH'H  nf  discord  ever  came  to  my  knowledge. 

My  coniiiuuid  in  front  of  Charleston  could  at  no  time  be  considered 
in  any  other  liylit  than  as  a  landed  fureie  servinjtf  to  render  the  blockade 
moi*e  elfe<tive;  varying;  in  numbers  lietween  3.0fM)  and  6,(mm>  etfective 
men.  it  could  scarcely  Ik'  culled  a  corps  of  observation. 

I  was  not,  however,  satistied  with  holding  my  position  aj^ainst  the 
(tupinnor  numbers  of  the  enemy  and  with  beinj^  always  well  informed 
of  his  doing's,  but  made  it  my  further  object  to  oblige  the  enemy  at 
ull  times  to  maintain  in  his  strong  ijosition  a  force  nearly  double  my 
own.  Bv  harassiti'^  him  eoutiiuiallv  and  by  attacking  him  whonever 
he  was  af'out  to  reduce  his  f<>r4-e.  1  fidly  attained  these  result.s. 

When  (leneral  (JranL  forced  the  enemy  back  fnmithe  K^ippabannock 
t*>  Kii'lnnorHi,  troops  in  tny  front  i-eeeived  inarching  ordei-s.  I  inune- 
diately  attacked:  lliese  troops  were  nnt  sent  north,  and  tlie  ctauinand- 
in;^  otiicer  in  Charleston  (■Hlle<l  for  reinforcements  from  Virginia. 

When  (ieriemi  Sherman  fought  his  battles  before  Atlantji,  I  again, 
under  orders  from  (ieneral  Koster,  attiu-ked  the  enemy,  and  the  result 
was  that  troops  were  sent  froui  Atlanta  to  CharlcHton,  though  the 
enemy  already  outnumbered  us  two  to  one. 

Once  more,  when  Geuond  Sherman  was  alxiut  to  fore©  his  way  over 
tho  North  Kdislo  River,!  atUieked  ami  harassed  the  enemy  (^ontimially 
for  a  week.  Nut  a  man  wils  detached  from  Charleston,  and  when 
(Tcnenil  Hardee  linally  evacuated  the  city  he  bad  a  force  nearly  double 
to  that  of  nil  the  troops  opemting  against  Cbarlcstou  under  General 
(liltniore. 

I  mention  these  facts,  admiral,  merely  in  order  to  add  that  1  .sliould 
never  have  been  able  to  attain  these  rosult-s  without  She  hearty  and 
most  efficient  as^Lstance  of  the  fleet  under  your  command. 

Day  or  night,  for  whatever  pui-pose,  1  never  applied  in  vain  to  you 
or  to  any  of  your  officers. 

More  than  once  1  was  wln/rt  of  moms  of  transportation;  your  gun- 
bimts  took  my  tniops  on  board,  accoumiodated  batteries,  hox-se^,  and 
all  on  their  de*'ks,  aud  risked  their  vessels  in  running  up  narrow  and 
win<ling  creeks. 

When  tny  troops  advaru'ed  on  t.o  the  enemy's  ground,  your  gunboats 
and  ironclads  went  up  the  river-  and  creek«,  covering  my  Hanks, 
eutirely  regardless  of  the  enemyV  rtre  within  most  effective  range. 
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Tlic  fti'tillory  practicf  of  your  vosseU  wa.'*  always  excellent  and  elicited 
uiy  uiiqimliiied  uduiimtioii. 

liiulei"  its  covt»r  ]  safely  rotrttittnl,  wben  necessary,  over  marshe-s 
and  ori'elcM  wilhciut  Iomhjj  a  man. 

It  is  not  my  i>orsonal  opinion  alone,  admiral,  that  1  am  giving 
expreitiiiun  to.  I  Iwlii've  myself  ompiiwored  to  say  that  it  is,  i*nd 
always  was,  tHiually  tlnr  opinion  i>f  lliosr  comnuindiiiu  under  ini',  and 
as  a  proof  of  it  I  bo;r  to  add  a  few  linos  from  tlio  report  t>f  tlif:  diinies 
Uland  atfair  of  last  I'Vliruury,  l»y  Brevet  BrigaditT-Ueneral  Hart  well, 
one  of  the  bent  and  brave^^t  soldiers  in  the  departnu'nt.  (jeneral 
Hurtweil  says: 

Of  J.ieuteiuuit-Commandor  Jnhn.son,  iaenior  naval  officer  prewnt,  and  hia  next  in 
command.  LI*>ii!enant-<'^)iiiiuant!(*r  rniHtnari,  Um-*  iniifh  »aii  not  U*  hahI,  an<l  I  wmikl 
rfBIM^'lfiilly  re*}!!!**!!  tin-  hrijnitlH'r-iietiHrul  (ftiimiaiulin^;  to  finisf  the  admiral  to  hi* 
infonii«l  u!  lilt'  hearty  luul  utfei-Uvir  4-r>i>)R^rHtiuii  <A  Ihvt^*  Iwo  (ilik-ere. 

With  my  l>eHt  winhes  for  your  welfare,  admiral,  and  for  the  wel- 
fare of  those  under  your  command, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  reapeotf  ully.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W'lIIMMEI.FKNNIG. 

liftfjiu/it-r-  (rtneful  Vidant^irrt<. 

Kenr-Admiral  Johk  A.  DAftuntKN. 

Comntan<li7tg  Smtth  Ailaniic  lilfK-hufhttf  Stpuiiirim, 
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ler  of  achnmr>h;dijmfiit  frfOH  Rarr- Admiral  DM gren^  U,  S.  Navy^ 
to  Brigndiei'' Gcnertii  S*'h*uimelfintitiii,  C  S.  Armif. 

Flao-*Stkamkr  Pmiladelimiia, 
VfnirfeJ*ton  //<i)'f>t}f\  S*mth  Ctirulln/i^  April  77,  ISf',.',. 

(tENERAL:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  Joth  in.stant,  and  have  to  f^ay  in  return  that  iU 
exprcssiitns  (^f  \rtnH\  will  and  honest  appreciation  of  your  comrades  of 
the  squadron  will  sink  deep  in  tlie  niLMnory  of  myself  and  the  officers 
of  my  eomntand. 

We  will  always  recognize  in  it  the  hearty  and  frank  uttcranc^^  of  a 
brave  and  tried  soldier,  whose  4'nnrient  scrvi<'es  to  the  cause  of  the 
Haa"  we  have  witnessed  and  admired,  of  one  who  has  never  hesitated 
to  lead  his  Itatteries  in  tlie  iittiick. 

Vour  unceasini^iKtivitv  and  skillful  dispositions  have  indeed  allowed 
little  repose  to  tho  rebel  enemy  anil  iiirluly  had  allrK^st  placed  Kort 
Johnson  (the  kev  uf  the  hiirbor)  in  our  oossession.  when  the  fall  of 
(.'harlest«)n  mustliuve  followed  not  lung  after. 

1  lutnent,  trenei-a].  the  cause  ctf  your  departure,  and  hope  earnestly 
that  the  power  wli"  Imlds  the  lives  of  mi'ti,  as  well  as  the  destiny  of 
Iwttles  in  His  hand,  will  restore  you  to  health  and  to  the  usefidness 
which,  as  a  tfeneral  and  a  citizen,  has  always  characterized  your  career. 

I  am  j»i"atilied  in  ha\  in^^  the  oopoitunity  of  tenderin^j  you  the  be^st 
accommodation  liotnewiird  that  tne  ,}ftiJ<Mft<^huftt:f/i*  will  afford. 

Vou  will  carry  with  you  the  beat  wishes  of  your  naval  comrades, 
which  vou  are  so  well  entitled  to. 

1  am,  general,  with  all  respect,  your  friend, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Hear-Adviij^I.,  Commanding  South  Aflantie  St/mtdrou. 

Brigadier-General  A,  SciiiMMELFENXin, 

Vmnmdmihuj  /Jt-Jtustm  of  C'/iarlestoti,  etc. 
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When  tho  flap  is  hoisted  on  Sumter,  riich  vessel  will  Tiiiin  yiirds— or 
"Kb'"K'  '^  withiiiil  ynnis-  and  thru  t^ivr  thriM*  cheers;  (tun  lay  in  anci 
down,  which  huviti>(  )tev\\  done,  eiieu  ve».sel  will  tire  ti  salute  of  HXl 
fjinis.  iM^jjinniiii^  with  the  senior  shiirH  (ii"st  j^iin.  luitl  not  t'ontiiiuiiijj 
nftor  her  la-^t  gun. 

A  body  of  .seameii  and  marines  will  be  landed  nnder  the  coniniand 
of  Lieut4Mmnt-Coninmnder  Williain.s.  who  is  the  oidy  officer  present  of 
those  who  led  the  assault  on  Sumter,  which  I  ordered.  S'ptomHcr  1», 
ls»;3,  and  will,  therefore,  reprei^ont  the  oilicei*s  and  men  of  that 
eoluntn. 

The  various  detftibj  will  Iw  regulat*'d  liy  Fleet  Captain  Bnidford. 

All  the  otfieers  of  flie  s<iiia<lron  wIm)  «in  he  sjMired  from  duty  are 
iiivit4'd  to  ho  present  an<i  to  accompany  me  to  the  Fort  on  that 
occa.sion. 

John  A.  Dauloren, 
Rear'Admirai^  Vomdg.  South  Atlnnh'^'  BhH'htdhnj  >S<ju4niro/t. 


L«ner  from  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major-Geaeral  Oillmore,  U.  8.  Army. 

Flaoship  Philadelphia, 

(%trhMoii  naihor.  A/ou'/  10,  /<V6'5. 

Siu:  In  ji  coniinunii'jition  from  3*ou  of  the  (Ith  instant,  1  am  invit<xl 
to  appoint  u  chaplain  of  the  Navy  <«  otfer  the  closing  prayer  at  Fort 
Sunitcr  on  the  UtU  instant,  and  Chaplain  Hlake  han  accordingly  boon 
designated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  .servant, 

J.  A.  Dahixjren, 
Rtur-  Admiral.,  Commandintj. 
Major-General  QinKCfT  A.  Gillmore. 

(hmv^andiiuj  Dt^rtmetit  of  the  Smtt/i. 


0/'d<*r  of  Rear-Admir<d  DMqreiu  U,  S.  JVavu^  to  Ccmmand-er  TJiomp- 
moft^  (''.  tS,  Ndtyy^  coinmanding  U.  S.  *S',  Cimnrt'OH^  to perfitrm  duty 
ctmnHcted  tvith  f/w  trjrehamjtt  o/  prht/fUfTH  ttt  Dunen,  fht. 

FLAOSnrp  Piiilai>elpiiia, 

V}kfiTh>it<m  Ihrhoi\  April  15.,  JSfj/t. 

Sib:  1  am  infonnod  hy  (ienei-al  Gillmore  that  the  rclnd  authorities 
failed  in  their  engagement  for  exchange  at  Daricii,  jfia.l.  on  the  sth, 
and  he  Ihcicfore  requests  tliat  the  Cf't/mrmti  miiy  remain  thi're  a  U'.vf 
daysand  report  the  arrival  of  the  Union  soldiers  if  any  arrive. 

Vt>u  will  therefore  remain  near  Darien  for  ten  days  after  the  receipt 
of  thiti,  and  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  the  prisoners  for  exchange  you 
will  immediately  proceed  to  tbe  commandtng-general  at  Port  Koyal. 
Kesj)ectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

J.  A.  lUiiLfmEN, 
Rear- Advii ltd .,  Cutuntandlny* 
Commander  E<iBEUT  Thompson. 

(Jt/intnatuliHg  U.  S,  *S'.  OvfHWtHm, 
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Lettet* fr*»n  Rt^r- Admiral  fJahltfnit^  C  S.  Navy,  Ut  Majifr-fjeMfiuti 
GiUifior<'.^  {'.  S.  Armyy  n-ijaralmj  tftdttsuren  of  cfHrptfratum  hi  the 
defend  of  Fenuindina. 

FlAOSHIP  Phtijm>ki.i'hia, 
ChaHcstmi  Harbitr,  Apr*l  A"*,  1S05. 
Sik:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  stating  that  an  attack 
wa.s  rx|j<M*tod  at  an  eairly  <lav  on  Feruundinu,  and  a.'^kiii^  that  a  i?un- 
boiit  }yc  statioiiwl  at  that  plaoo. 

I  have  ordered  t\w.  Suncrma  to  Fernandina  to  a-sslst  in  the  dof«nse  of 
the  plai'e,  and  remain. 

Very  reaiK'ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    A.    DAUMiltKN. 

Ji^r-Adi/iiral^  L-ouuiia7iding. 
Major-(_Tftiieral  Q.  A.  GnxMORK,  ^ 

Commanding  Departirurnt  of  the  South. 


DistritnUioji  nf  vtumels  of  tfi>c  South  Atlantic  Bhckadliuj  Squadron^ 

April  15,  1865. 


VoBal. 


rAmel* 

*Ad»BU 

•Allen 

AmuuiUiia..... 

AreilitnK 

A»le« 

*Brttai 

•Blunt 

.ClBurroo.    

^OitAlM 

runeula 

C&riuUoD , 

Clover 

ChRttUUD 

•Chtmbera 

C»nr>nim'>.. 

Cunbrldite 

Oifnango 

Damlellon 

DKflodil 

DonogiU 

FUmbeaii 

•tienubok , 

UermnlaiD 

aindlolut 

•Qrimtb 

•U.  W.  Kndgen. 
Han-cM  Moon . . 


BydnDgM . . 
k'HougbUjn.. 

lib 

Jimlftta 

Jimqull 

r«ukni 

LabutQum . , 


N0.0I 
gmw. 


Claas. 


ComnuuidlaK  otBccr. 


Prawni  daty  orvutian. 


lid' 


fi 


Bcrev  tiic.... 
8loop-of-war 

(on]nRtic«>. 

Bark.  ., 

Borew  lug  . .  •  • 

dn 

....do 

Be  boon  er 

(((tores). 

fki 

BIdc-whi'vl 

jrunhott. 

Screw  tuf[ 

do 

,....da 

do 

Side-wheel 

H  c  D  ooner 
(ordnAQce). 

Monitor 

Screw  Btcomer 

S I  d  p-w  h  ee  1 
v|i.-ain«r. 

pKTt'w  lui: .... 

Hldt-whtiol 
tug- 

Sltl  t-WllOL'l 

Kk-umer. 
Si.'rpw»toamer 

Burk 

8ide-wb«el 

lUK. 
flcrcw  tiiK  .... 
Schooner 

fmnrlnr!. 

ficKooner 

aldc-w  rii-el 

inenmer 
Screw  Kteamcr 

(hospital;. 
Screw  lug.... 
Bark  (con 

dpmnod). 

Schooner 

(Vrew  tiig  . . . 
Bcrew  iiloop  . 
Screw  lug-.. 

Monitor 

Screw  tug... 

*dalliDg  ve«Kb. 


t» 


Aolf .  UMtcr  W.  BarrjmoK 

Actg.Vot.  Uf>m.  Alrln  Pblaney. 

Aetg.  Vol.  Lleiit.  I.  A .  Pctmell . . . 

Aclg.Esdgu  W.R.rox 

Aotg.Emdpn  J.  V.CfiDk 

Aotx.Muter  P  W.Stmng 

Actg.  Ma»ter  W.  F.  ElcddUig 

Artg.  Krirfgn  G.C.riiriln 

Comdr.  EgTicrl  Thomiwoti .... .. 

Arlg.  Ensign  Allen  K.  Noyes — 
Aclg.  Enntgn  DhvIiI  B.  Hnwc« . . . 

Act^.  EMtitii  Wiu.  Boyil 

Aotg.  Kiislgn  Bonj.  Mit<-iie]l  .... 
Mate  Geo.  W.I'oiit 

Artg.MaeUT  Wm.  Walaoo 

Lieul.  Cumdr  0 .  R.  Belknap 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  NkkelB  .. . 
Lieut,  Conidr.  ii.X'.  Morrin 

Aftg.  tlruiign  G.W.WllUainii  .... 
A<-Ig.  Ma*4ter  Wir.  tl.  Mallard  .. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  (K'o.  I),  tipbam . 

Aftg.  Vol.  LIipDl.  Bd.  CaT^nily. . 
AclK-  Master  J.  F.  Wliicbftittr.. 
Aflg.  Endlgii  David  Lee 

Actg.  Eiinigu  K.  Bfiughum.. 

Artfl.  Ma»l4<r  Jamtv  Ogilrte 

A<'tg.  Mojilerl...  U.  Ktncnoti 

Aelg.  Maatcr  J.  K.  ChMby 


Cbartestott.  retAlring. 

SI.Situ<vn'8. 

Port  Royal. 

Cliarlintim. 

citarleston  divcra. 
AtlumahH. 

Georgetown. 

l'liiirTf»l4in. 
Port  K<jynl. 
ChBrlpoton. 
Port  Uoyal. 

Do. 

Do. 
0}«ahaw,  dbabled. 
Port  Roj-al.  rupalrlng. 

Charleston. 

8antec. 

Cbarlefrton. 

Port  Royal. 
Ihilj«»y  Sound. 
Charleston. 

Do 
Wawaw  Sound. 

OetahKw  ;)4iund. 
Gcorgeiown,  wreck. 


Actg.  MaBter  SaufonI  S  Miner..;  rharleatou 


Actg.  Master  Clia».    W.  Uugerv. 
AiTtg.  Mauler  E  G.  Furlier     .... 


tieorgelow]] 
Port  Royal. 


Aflg.  Vol.  Lieut. W  L.  Churchill 

Aotg.  MajtterJ,  F„  Stickney 

ronunaudiT  J..P.  Almy 

Mule  R.  Wllliiiinti 

iJeiit.  I'oindr  Ed.  Bflrrett    .... 
Actg.  Engjgo  :riturKi»  Center  ... 

^  UowWuetb. 


CbarU'Mon,  illvi-m. 

^ha^ll■^Il>n 

Port  Koyal,  ri'pairtng. 

Cbarlestou. 

Po. 

Do. 
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DinlrHmlitni  of  tmneh  of  thr  South  Athmtie  Blockading  Stimulroii,  Ajtril  15,  ISfiS — C^ontM. 


Vt'MUll, 


Ko.of 


Cliiatt. 


<'oin mainline  nfficvr. 


PreMiiitdiityorHtatlon. 


LarksiHir . . . 
•LightninK . 

MingOL- 


HcDonouKl) . 
Mab 


Nantucket 

Nahant 

•Ni'w  Hanii»shirc  — 

Norwich 

•Norfolk  I'acket 


Ottawa ... 
•Orvetta.. 
Olc&ndvr . 


PaiBiaic. 
Pawiifi; 

Pont  far 


l*of  >inKkii 

Philadelphia . 

Pfttii 

*ParB •-. 


•Percy  Dmytoii 
•Hact'r 


Sonoma  . 


Sanfnrd  

Hwet-t  BriLT  . 
•Smllh 


•Swift 

•Thuiulor  .. 
Tuscaroni  ., 
•Valpar«i>M» 


\Vi  sun  hick  (111  . . 


10 


Wiiioim 
Wam.^ultn  . 
Wamlo 


•\VilliaTll^ 


•Wanl... 

•Wild  t'ai 


Ad(i(?r  . 


Hall- 

l,«Klonti  . . . 
*.Sl.  Loui> 


Screw  tug  — 
Schooner 

(tender). 
Side-wheel 
I      steamer. 

'....  do 

I  Side-wheel 
(tender). 

I  Monitor 

do 

I  Ship,  siori*... 
Strrt'W. steamer 
Schooner, 
I      mortar. 
'  Screw    gun- 
boat. 
Schooner, 

stores. 
Side-wheel 

M«>nitor 

.Screw  nloop  ,. 
I  Side-wheel 
gunlxMt. 

Screwsteamer 

Side-wliecl 
I     Htcamcr. 

S  ( d  e-w  heel 
tiig. 

Schooner, 
mortar. 

Sloop,  tender . 

Schooner. 
\     mortar. 
'  Sldu-wbeel 
I      gunboat. 
■■  Screw  Hleamer 
I  Screw  tug 

Schooner, 
I      mortar. 

Schooner, 
I      tender. 

Sloop,  tender . 
,  Screw  tiUmvt .. 
!  Hulk  (hoHpi- 
'      tall. 

Screw  gun- 
I      boat. 

do 

Screwsteamer 
'  Side-wheel 

steamer. 
'  Schooner. 
I      myrtar. 

do 

Se  hoon  er, 
tender. 

Side-wheel 
Kleamer 

Screw  Mcanicr 

do 

Sailing  i«loop  . 


Actg.  KnHign  Wm.  Nelson 


Port  Royal. 
Wassaw. 


Lieut.  Comdr.  S,  P.  Qiiaekcn-     (Jeorgetowu. 

bush.  1 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Knapp 


Lieut,  romdr.  R.  F.  R.  Lewis... 
Lieut.  Coindr.  E.  P.  WlUiams... 

Comdr.  Wm.  Revnold" 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  H.  I)e  Wolf.. 
Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Wood 


Lieut.  Comdr.  James  Stillwell .. 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Kales 

Actg.  MasU-r  R.  P.  Walter 


Lieut.  Smith  W.  Nlehfds.. 
Lieut.  Wm.  Whilcheiid  ... 
Lieut.  Comdr,  S.  B.  Luce  . 


A<-tg.  Master  K.  M.  Moiitell 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  T.  Gillespie. 

Atrtg.  Maiiter  (,'has.  Grieve 

Aetg.  MaMlerGeo.  Ashlmry 


Stoiio. 

Charle«lon.  captured. 

Port  Koyal,  repairing. 

Do. 
Port  Royal. 
i  St.  John's. 
Osnabaw. 

St.  John's. 
I 

Charleston. 
I 

Carrying  stores. 
I 

Charleston. 
Do. 

.Savannah  River. 
I 

Cooper  River. 

Charleston,     flag- 
steamer. 

Port  Koyal. 
I 

O-wabaw. 

North  Kdlsto. 
I  Tybee. 


Actg.'  Maa'tcrK.  V:."  MarViK '. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  T.  .•*.  Fillebrowii.'  Charleston, 


Actg.  Ma.sterZ.  Kempton 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Bailey 

Actg.  Master  B.  Van  Voorhls... 


Comdr.  J.  M.  Fralley 

Actg.  Ma.-itcr  H.  S.  Blanctian)  . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  W,  .lohnsmi...    Stoiio. 


Carrying  stores. 

(iL-orgctown, 

Charleston. 

I'ort  Royal. 

Tvbee. 
Cliarlestou, 
Port  Royal. 


Actg.  Comdr.  Wm.  II.  Dana  . .. 

Aetg.  Master  Clias,  W.  l^e 

Actg.  Master  Fre^ik.  T.  King  .. 


Actg.  Master  G.  W.  Parker 

Actg.  Master.  C.  C   Kicker 


Comdr.  T.  H   Patterson. 


Actg.  Master  C.  F   Milcliel!.... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut  R   P  Swaiui 
Actg.  Master  Benj.  Dyer 


GcorEclown. 

CliarleMon. 

Do. 

Do. 

IJght-House  Inlet. 
Trausfcrriil    to    the 

Army. 
Ordered  North. 

l»o. 
Do 
Do. 


*  S)iiling  vc-sels. 


tHowitz<'n 


J.  A.  Dahu;ren. 
B&ir-Admirah  Comihj.  South  Athtntic  B/ockadffi</  S'j^i^drou. 


Gen4iral  order   No.    S9  of    Rear- Admiral    DMijrt^n.    U.    S.    Nnvys 
announcing  the  death  of  President  Abraham  Litiroln. 

FtAdSHIC  PlIlLADELPinA, 

Charleston  Ilorhor.  S.  ('.,  April  //>,  180'>. 
A  grievous  affliction  bus  fallen  upon  the  nation      l*rcsidcnt  Lincoln 
bits  been  assas.**}natcd. 
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Tile  vcsH^^ls  of  this  command  will  wear  their  colors  half-mast  until 
further  orders. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  ordor  twentv-one  minute  jjfiins  will  he  Hrod 
from  ?verv  vessel  in  the  siiuadron,  hcginning  with  the  j'cnior  veKscl, 
each  vessel  following  in  the  order  of  seniority.  The  minute  guns  will 
bn  repeated  at  Hunset. 

The  officers  will  also  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm. 

Other  orders  will  he  is?iued  i)v  the  Nav\-  Department.  The  M>rrow 
we  all  feci  for  our  lo^s  invlicates  the  above  as  the  lirst  proper  mani- 
festation. 

John  A,  Daui-grkn, 
Be^r-Admiml^  Comd^.  South  AtUtntw  Blockading  i>qiM<Ir*m. 


Letter  from  Major-  General^  GiUmore^  U.  S,  Arrny^  to  Bertr-Admiral 
DafUgr&ti^  If!  S\  Nai^y,  annouiicm^  a  general  migpetijiion  of  hos- 
tUitiea. 

ILeadquaktkks  Dei'artmknt  of  the  South, 

initnii  ILful  S.  C",  April  St,  1S65. 

Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  dis- 
patches from  Major-(foneral  Sherman,  dated  tho  UKli  instant,  inforin- 
mt*"  flic  that  lie  hiLs  entered  into  ii  convention  with  General  rfohnston, 
wnerehy  all  the  Coiifcflerat*^  artnies  are  to  he  dishandcd,  and  a  f^cncral 
suspension  of  ho>tilities  is  ajfreed  upon  until  terms  are  approved  at 
AVashington.  I  am  direetcnl  by  him  to  cease  all  further  (lestruction 
of  public  and  privat**  jn'operty,  and  to  make  dispositions  looking  to  a 
general  peace.  (Jenciul  Shermau  was.  at  the  date  of  his  dispatches^ 
at  fialeigh,  N.  O. 

\  cry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.   A,  GiLLMORK. 

Major-  Gtniend^  Com  mandimj. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAnLGREN', 

Comnuindiiuj  Sfmth  Atlantic  Bltjckadintj  Stpiadron. 


Report  of  Rmr-Admirfd-  Dnldgri-jx,  U,  S,  Na'ry,  rfgardintj  mrida- 
tions  ohneriyd  on  receipt  of  the  veiivt  of  the  death  of  Prfisid^rtt 
Ahnt/uim  Lincoln. 

No.  16;^.]  Flag-Steamer  Pkiladklphia, 

CharlMon  Harbor,  April  1%  1365. 

Str:  The  mail  by  the  Fulton  reached  me  on  the  l!»th,  with  tidings 
of  the  atn_Hnous  murder  by  whicli  the  country  has  lost  it-s  Chief 
Magistrate. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  Bay  that  it  produced  a  sensation  of  indigna- 
tion and  grief  as  universal  as  it  was  profound  aud  sincere,  far  exceed- 
ing anything  I  have  iM'fore  witnessinl. 

r^ot  having  the  regulations  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  such  an 
event,  1  can^etl  the  coh>rs  to  be  half-masted  and  twenty -one  minute 
guns  to  Ih-  iiivd  from  each  vessel  present,  l>eginning  immediately  on 
receipt  of  the  intelligence. 

luow  perceive  that  this  has  been  in  excess  of  the  regidationa,  hut 
on  8uuh  a  luelanchoiv  occasion  it  seemed  that  hardlv  a.us  \v\a.\v\Vi.*\a.- 


320  SOUTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

tion  would  express  what  was  felt.     We  were,  moreover,  in  presence 
of  the  place  where  the  rebellion  had  its  origin  and  moat  intense  devel- 
opment.   Wherever  minute  guns  have  not  been  fired  the  directions 
will,  however,  be  carried  out  exactly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admiral^  Comdy.  South  Athntlc  Blockading  Squa-dtwi. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Reptfri  of  liear- Admiral  Dahlgnn^  U,  S.  Nai*y^  regarding  the  arrival 
of  the  U,  S.  S.  Calypso  at  Charlestmi.  S.  C' 

No.  166. 1  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Charlatan  Harbor^  April  24,  1866. 
Sib:  I  Wve  to  announce  the  arrival  here  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Calypso^ 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Stoddcr,  commanding. 

She  has  been  assigned  to  duty  on  this  station,  conformably  to  your 
orders. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

f!.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear-Admind^  Comdg.  South  Atl<intic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy.,  rtgardinq  Confederate 
vessela  appropriated  for  naval  use  ap07i  the  oocupatifm<f  Oharleftton. 

No.  167.]  FiAGSHiP  Philadelphia, 

Charhtston  Ilarhm\  April  i:?^,  lS6o, 
Sir:  The  following-named  vessels,  found  here  upon  the  occujiation 
of  this  place  by  the  Union  foi'ccs,  are  now  in  use  by  the  Navy: 

The   Transport.^  a   new  light-draft  vessel,   high  pressure  engine, 
probably  40  tons  burden. 

The  Lady  Daois.^  a  verj'  good  iron-hulled  vessel,  no  engine,  suitable 
for  stores;  and  the  Mah,  a  very  small  steamer,  comparatively  worthless 
for  important  purposes,  both  in  hull  and  engines,  out  useful  in  various 
small  ways. 
I  have  the  honor  to  tie,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Rear- Admiral.,  t^omdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Ilayward, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transfei'  of  conrmand. 

April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  naval  battery,  and  will  take 
temporary  charge  of  the  ii*onclad  Columbia. 


>N. 
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Artiii^  Mustor  <Ioh.  E.  Joneei  batj  been  oitlcreU  to  repoH  to  3'ou  foi 
duty  on  thut  vo.s.'**}!. 

Very  respectfully, 

,].  A.  Daiiixjiien, 
Hettr-Adnii'raL  Onnd<j.  S*>utk  Atlantic  lilvckmlunj  iStitnuinm, 

Li«ul4^iiant  Gkokok  W.  11aywaki>, 

CVnimanditKj  yiivai  ButitTy. 


Report  of  Rtxir-Admhytl  Dahhjrvif^  U.  S.  A'orf/,  ntfordintj  ihr  further 
r^iuct'toii  of  the;  ftfjuatin/n  nnt/rr  Aw  fommond. 

No.  176.]  Fi.ao-Stkamku  PniLAi»Ki-rHiA, 

VhiiH.iMtiii  n<irh(n\  April  26^  iSfJO, 
Sik:  In  ndditioii  to  the  vessels  reported  to  the  Department  a*4  having 
been  Hcnt  north  or  el-sewhf^re  under  the  spt-cial  or  discretionary  oi-ders 
of  the  Departnit^nt,  I  have  to  iv]>ort  that  ttiti  Af/t/rr,  April  19,  St.  Lottie^ 
Api'il  21,  Artnifi^  April  24,  have  Mailed  for  Philitdelpliia. 

The  Fohht\  Acting  Ma.ster  Welih  roninjiuidin^,  arrived  here  this 
morning  and  has  been  aysijifned  to  duty  on  this  station. 
1  have  tbc  honor  to  bo,  very  rcsj>octfuily,  your  obtnlii-nt  servant. 

J.    A,    DAIII.tiKKN, 

Rcar-Admiriit^  Comdtj.  South  AtUmiiv  Bhfvkadimj  Stjmidr*//'. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wem.ks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Confidential  irrdcr  vf  Rcur'Adwiiitl  Dtihlijrfu^  U.  S,  A'/vv/,  tn  Lf»ii- 

tf/iiitit-  Com tf Hinder  Liwe^  f.\  S.  Xary^  rifmriminllntj  U.  S.  Sx  PimtitiC, 

to  tM9Uifie  tifHmtion  oft  tlte  J*y.orida  coast  to  jjrcvettt  tlw  t^scajn'  of 

President  Davis. 

Flaoship  Piiiladkkhiia, 
Chttrlt'Hon  lhirhn\  S.  f\.  Aj>ri/  .^7\  IStJo, 

8in:  T  have  every  re;L'*<»n  to  Ijeliove  that  .Iclf.  Davi.s  and  Cabinet 
will  attempt  to  eHi'ii]>p  from  thL-  Florida  roast  to  Culm. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  thither  and  ho  vigilant  id  examining 
the  coasl  allotted  to  yon,  to  ast-crtain  the  pivsiimii  of  any  vessel  that 
fould  serve  the  t'ontemplati'd  puriKise. 

The  station  of  vour  vi'swl  will   be  from to  — .     Other 

vesseU  will  he  ortlered  to  wutvb  the  sauie  limits.  The  senior  officer 
will  take  ehargtMif  all  having  such  ordei-s  and  distribute  them  so  as  to 
ensure  suroo>s,  if  it  is  possihU-. 

I  niM'd  hardly  jioiiit  out  to  you  thr  intrrost  tliat  attarhrs  to  the  duty. 
Calih  the  rascal,  alivf  if  you  can,  hut  he  must  not  esrapr. 

Allow  no  foreign  ves«el  to  give  sbelU^r  to  him. 

A.  A.    DAHI^iUKN, 

R<x/r- Admiral^  Vonnlf/,  Sooth  Atlantic  Blockadiiuj  S'juadroH. 

Captain  Luck, 

Comniandi/ty  I'.  S,  S.  /"onti^c, 

[Kndonemeiit.] 

Coal,  et<'.,  ran  Ihj  procured  at  Fernandina,  when  neitted. 

J.  M.  HitAUFuiti), 

/VtJt'i  C'ajdain, 
N  W  R— VOL   10— 21 
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Onh'i'  of  Renr-AdmiTal  Dahlgren^  U.  S.  Xunj^  to  Acting  Ma»t^ 
IliuuUton^  fJ,  S.  Navy^  coiiimanding  U.  S.  S.  Einma^  to  proceed  to  Key 
\Vcf<t  fts  hearer  o/'  dispatcAeif. 

Flagship  PiiiLADELrHiA, 

Churh^ton  Ilarhor,  Apr'd  '28,  1865. 
Sik:  Proceed  with  the  Einma^  with  all  dispatch,  to  K.Qy  West  and 
deliver  the  enclosed  dispatch  to  Rear- Admiral  Stribling. 

After  which  resume  your  station,  reporting  to  the  ofticcr  from  whom 
your  tirst  orders  were  received. 

Very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Daiiloren, 
liear-Admiml,  Coindg.  South  Aflantfc  Blorkadiiuj  tSqwidron, 
Acting  Master  James  A.  Hamilton, 

Cmnniandin<j  U.  S.  S.  Emuu:, 


Repirrt  of  litur-Adinirol  DahUjreUy    V.   S.  Navy,  rtujardtmj  vessels 
'  cttpturcd    hy    the   United    Statea  forcets    upon    the    occupation    of 
CharhMon. 

No.    173.)  FlA(J8III1'   riIILAl>ELrHIA, 

Charh.'^iton  llnrhov,  April  -28,  1865. 

Sir:  When  the  naval  forces  under  my  command  oct^upied  this 
harbor  seveml  rebel  vessels  were  aipture<l,  lis  follows: 

1st.  The  rebel  mm  Oolumhia,  whidi  was  all  ready  for  service,  armed, 
manned,  and  steam  up,  l)ut  had  grounded  in  coining  out  of  dock, 
January  1^,  and  was  saved  by  us  after  much  eifort,  has  been  floated 
on  the  20th  of  April.  She  is  201»  feet  long  (extreme),  beam  49  feet, 
has  a  ctisematc  05  feet  long,  picu'ced  for  six  guns,  one  on  each  sicle  and 
on**  at  each  of  the  four  corners,  pivots  to  point  ahead  or  astern  and  to 
the  side. 

She  has  two  engines,  high  pressure,  and  ])lated  on  the  <'asemates 
with  0  iiiches  of  iron  in  thickness,  <juite  ciiual,  it  is  l)elieved,  to  the 
best  of  the  kind  built  by  the  rebels. 

2d.  A  cigiir-shaped  steamer  HW)  feet  long,  and  said  to  be  able  to 
carry  2r)0  to  3(K>  l>alcs  of  cotton,  now,  and  may  )>e  rea<ly  for  spa  in 
two  wf^eks. 

3d.  Th'cc  tori>edo  boat,**,  one  of  which  is  in  steaming  mder,  and  the 
others  will  Ite  so  soon. 

4th.  A  light-dmft  side-wheel  steamer,  very  convenient  lor  carrying 
stores  in  harbor  service  and  from  place  to  place  in  the  irdand  navi- 
gation. 

5th,  A  very  little  side-wheel  boat  {Qur,}/  Moh)  Ht  for  sh<)al  water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resptictfully.  your  olu'dient  servant, 

J.   A.   Daiilcukn, 
Rffir-AduuraJy  (^atudy.  Sonth  Atlantle  IJIork'(tdin(j  Squadr'ni, 

Hon.   (rIDEON   Weli-es, 

iScrri'ttiry  of  the  Sitn/. 
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(Merof  the  St'rrct^tri/  ttf  thr  jVrt/v/  to  littif-Admlnti  fMhUjrrn^  U.  S, 
iVarw,  iT/tjfu'nimj  rt'tjuancf-  in  vietv  of  the  nunvrt^l  upptHMvJi  of  the 
C.  S,  S,  StofMoall. 

NaVV    T^KPAKTMKVr,  ,l/«*v7  i/rS',  ISttO. 

Sin:  Infonimtion  ha.s  l)oen  received  from  the  U.  S.  coiifsiil  at  Teno- 
riffe  U>  the  eB'c^-t  that  the  rebel  rum  Sf^manttl  loft  that  phice,  \vhei*o 
she  obtuitied  a  supply  of  t'oal,  April  1  at  (!  p.  in.,  and  -nti'aiiied  awuy 
nipidly  to  the  sontli.  Her  destination  is  helievcd  t.o  he  some  point  on 
otjr  coast,  and  oven'  pro<-aution  shoutd  he  taken  l>y  you  to  j^nard 
UL'ainst  surprise  ana  to  prevent  her  iritlictinL'"  f^erious  iiijiirv  sfi<mld 
she  make  her  appeanmec  unywherc  within  the  limits  of  your  <'om- 
inand,  and  the  hest  means  in  your  |X)wer  used  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
SeiyfMry  of  the  ]\nr^. 
Rear-Admii-al  .Ino.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Conuig,  Stmth.  Attnntic  jS^undrfm^  f'/tarlestmi^  S.  O. 


Order  of  the  SrCTftotif  '>/  the   Nmyy    to    Rmr-Aifinittd    Thihhjrvn^ 
U,  S*  Nwoy^  to  u«ti  evert/  m<an«  to  preotut  th:  entn^M^  *>f  i^re.\'Hieift 

•  Navy  DKrAKTMENT,  Ajfrii'2S,  ISGH. 

Sib:  Lieutiinant-Cicnond  (irant  tele^^raplis  to  the  War  Depaiiinent 
iin<ler  dale  of  tin*  litith  instant,  from  Haleijih,  N.  (-.,  (hal  .lell.  Davis, 
with  his  CahiiH't,  ymssod  into  South  Carolina  with  the  intention,  no 
doubt,  \\i  j,^ettini'-  out  of  the  country,  either  via  Cuba  or  aiross  the 
Mis.sis.s)p{>i.  All  the  vigilance  aud  available  means  at  vour  couunund 
should  be  brouj^ht  to  bear  to  prevent  the  cj*cttpc  of  tboHC  loud«?r8  of 
the  rebellion. 

Very  respectfully, 

CJ.  Welles, 
^^ecretanj  of  the  JVntrj/. 
Hcar-Admiral  John  A.  nAH!>i>KKN. 

Goiiulfj.  Soutk  Athtnf/r  Bl^tchly.  Sipmdrtm^  Charltittwi-^  S.  6' 


Flagship  Piin.Ai^Kra'HiA, 
ChirteMon  JIorhfn\  April '2fi,  'jSfS5, 


JirfHrrt  of  lietir-Adfurrtil  Jhihhjreii^  U.  S.  A^wy,  iraix^mlilma  ctfjnf  of 
n'tifjmtrh  frioit  Mfifr-fitucnd  Sh*:rmaH^  U.  S,  Armt/^  orot  rtijuevt- 
irnj  Dtjutrtiiumfn  hiHtruetii>ns  rt4jardhuj  mea^KriJi  for  tfie  capture,  of 
Praiitfeni  Datfls. 

No.  172.  J 

Sik:  Yostertlay  about  noon  I  iveeived  a  ilispatrli  in  cipher  from 
CTcncnd  Sbenuau,  dated  25th  instant,  at  llaleigh.  a  copy  of  which  is 
annexed. 

And  prcisuminj*  that  it  would  bt»  a<rrccable  to  the  De.|mrt]nent  that 
the  object  of  that  dispatch  should  bi'  accomplished,  1  sent  such  vessels 
as  could  be  Hpared  for  a  while  fr4mi  tlio  hlockade  m  the  direction  indi- 
cated, viz,  J*iamfhVTv,  i'o/yps'i,  / 'oft/tit fil'o;  the.  Wood^t,  IrU^  (rlfuHotutt^ 
and.l^//Ay/  will  follow  -shortly,  and  also  the  THWaw  and  /^wi^tac,  mak- 
ing mue  steamers  \u  all. 
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Will  the  Department  ])lea8e  to  instruct  me  whether  it  desires  further 
measures  to  bo  taken,  or  these  to  continue? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgben, 
liair-Admirai^  Comdtj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sptadrori. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

St'crcUtry  of  the  Navy. 

[KnelOHurv. — Tmiihlatiuii  of  ciphir.] 

Hi>yu8.  MiLiTAKY  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

A/  the  Fiild,  Rafcigh,  X,  C,  Aj>ril  25,  1865. 
i  expect  Johnston  will  surrender  his  army  to-morrow.  We  have 
had  much  nojjotiation,  and  thinffs  are  settling  down  to  the  terms  of 
General  Ijce's  army.  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  Caljinet,  with  considei"able 
specie,  are  making  their  way  toward  Cuba.  lie  passed  Charlotte, 
going  south,  on  the  'J3d,  and  1  think  he  will  try  to  reach  Florida  coast, 
either  Cedar  Keys  or  lower  down.  It  would  Ikj  well  to  catch  him. 
Cau't  you  watch  the  cast  coast  and  send  word  round  to  the  west  coast? 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-  Genet'al. 
Admiral  Daiiixiren, 

Vhai'lfstoh. 


Order  of  Rear- Admi rat  DahJffnn^  U.  S.  JV/tr;/,  in  Artiiuj  Vo/utitetT 
Li'tUeiinnt  Upham.,  U.  S.  I^tivy^  rominondituj  U.  S.  S.  Doiwgai^  to 
crime  for  first  tidintjH  of  the  approach  of  the  (\  S.  S.  Stonewall. 

FlaOSIIIP   PlIIlJiDKLPHIA, 

Charlcsto/i  //arht/r,  April  20.,  LS65. 
Siu:  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  Donajal  and  cruise  from  HulFs  Bay  to 
the  Savannah  River. 

Koop  under  easy  sttiam,  and  pass  just  so  fur  frt)iu  land  as  to  see  and 
make  out  the  character  of  vessels  passing  inshore. 

The  rebel  ram  Stonrmdl  is  at  sea,  and  your  object  is  to  obtain  the 
first  tidings  of  her  being  on  this  coast  and  to  make  it  known  at  Port 
Royal  and  here. 

She  is  said  to  go  lo  knots,  and  be  careful,  therefore,  not  to  get  within 
her  mnge,  in  case  you  make  her  out. 

When  off  Port  Koyal,go  in,  but  stay  no  longer  than  needed  to  coni- 
nmnicate.  As  you  i)ass  uj),  aiul  arrive  at  this  l>ar,  conu^  in  to  report 
and  bo  ready  to  go  to  sea  unmediately. 

Very  resjx^ctfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiloren, 
Rear-Admiral^  ('umdij.  South  Atlantir  Hlockadintj  S'/nadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  D.  I'pha.m, 

i'oiiunandiny  (.'.  S.  S.  Donnjal. 


Repart  of  Rtor-Admiral  DahUjrai.,  U.  S.  Xartj^  rnjardimj  ioforma- 
tionreceiredre(jardinfjthemoveiHi.'7itMoffhf    V,  S.  S.  SioHftndl. 

No.  I7t».]  IJ.  S.  Flaosiui'  Philadklchia, 

Oharlettton  /farhor,  April  JO,  ISfj/i. 
Sir:  I  received  j-estenUiy  a  communiaition  from  the  I'.  S.  consul- 
general  at  Havana,  that  he  had  certain  information  that  the  rebel  ram 
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Stont  ifiiil,  rvftor  Icaviiij^  LIsIkhi.  wont  into  Tcnoriffe.  Ciinarv  Islands, 
on  thi»  Hist  of  Miii'i-li,  nnd  li'fl  on  tlio  Ist  A|iiil,  instant,  dpsiinulion 
unknown. 

Wp!  nmy  next  hear  of  horat  8ome  one  of  the  Windward  Islands,  and 
thon  hor  cnursi'  may  li(^  ttfward  our  <*ortsts, 

I  liavr  live  nionilnrs,  Imt  mu*  of  tliein  is  under  re]>air  iXah^tnt)^ 
and  ilie  CiinnnlfUM  \v.\-i  I»nt  our  srrvi<'('aMf  j;nn.  Two  are  in  thi^^  port, 
( 'it / m/,- i //  iin<\  J*itn»if/t\  tw«)  at  port  KoyaU  (')rnnjn'ciiM  i\w\  uVftti/t/flff. 

Thero  is  no  apprelu-nsion  of  the  Sfimtirol/  venturing  witlirn  ran^e 
of  either  of  these  places,  lull,  if  her  spet'd  is  what  it  is  rep<»rted  lo  \h\ 
no  one  of  these  vessels  <^onld  jro  out  to  sea  and  ehase  her  alnnit  (he 
eonHt.  As  it  is  ^nerallv  lielievcd  that  tlie  vehol  leader  will  try  to 
oscajie  from  some  jmrt  of^  the  SiMithcni  ccHist.  it  is  nut  iniprolmhle  that 
the  purpose  of  llic  *S7//»/-wv///  may  t>e  to  rerpjve  him  on  Umrd. 

The  ram  could  always  Hud  a  ImrlKH' sit  Havana  or  other  port  near 
thi'  efiast  (ours),  urdess.  indeed,  there  slit>nld  he  an  apprehension  of  an 
ajjyressive  movement  on  our  part  hjs  a  remedy.  Tnuer  exUtinjr  eir- 
cumstiinres.  (lie  rnile<l  Stiites  would  faive  litlle  trouhic  in  landing  an 
army  eorps  in  Cuha.  if  it  were  deemed  advisaldo, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dauujken, 
J^ear-Aflmirtt/^  Ootruig.  StnUh  AfJ^nlir  WorhuHiKj  Srjt/atl/'fnt. 

Hon.  (iioKON  Wki.lks, 

S>t*nf«'rtf  fiffht'  JViii*}/. 


Rept/rt  of  Rfitr-Admirai  Fhthhjrrji,  U,  S.  Navy^  transmit frnff 
of  nqiKuhon  nr<itri*  tufon^huj  f/tf  IW^id^mfa  prryfamation  r^xjarfimg 
the  cfofhiff  'if  Stuithmi  ptrrtA. 

No.  175.]  Fi^vosnu'  Piiir^oFxriiu, 

ChitrifMinn  Ihrfif»\  April  Slf,  JSO/i. 

8ir:  I  enclose  herewith  eopies  of  s()uadron  ordei-s  enforcing"  the 
reoent  prochimation  of  the  l*resident  in  relatioti  t^M-losed  ports  atid 
foreigfu  vessels  of  war,  which  last  can  not  have,  in  my  opinion,  any 
business  at  these  ports,  and  under  e.xistinjr  ciniuiislaiices  >houhl  he 
restrained  Ity  motives  of  dcHeacv  from  making  visits  for  other  rea- 
sons, esoecially  at  Charleston  and  Savannah. 

In  omer  to  remove  the  ordinary  pretext  of  desire  to  eommuniente 
with  their  oon>uls,  1  wouM  suj^gesturevocationof  theexetpiatur,  as  no 
trade  can  be  curried  on,  the  norts  beinj^j  closed,  and  the  foreign  sub- 
jects <Min  communicate  with  tne  consuls  of  the  nearest  open  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  rcspcctfidly.  yourobedient  servant, 

d.  A.  Daiiixikkn, 
Sear-Admrr<r/^  ('oin<hj.  South  Alfanlir  ni<Jt'kiidiinj  iSf/iunliym, 

Hon.  Oii>KON  Wkllks, 

Seoretartf  of  iJw  JS^iivy. 


CiKNERAL  OrDKR, 


[Eaclomirr*.] 

Flagship  PHTLADELpmA, 

No.  14.  f  ChirhHion  Ifarffor,  S,  CX,  Aj>ri/ ^7.  1SG5. 

Wliereas  His  Exc^ellencv  tlie  President  of  the  United  SUite,s  lias,  b 
hi.**  proclamation  of  11th  April,  IStio,  ordered  that  certain  port.swldel 
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havft  beon  tomporarily  rolieved  from  blockade  shall  now  be  closed,  and 
that  all  rijfbt  of  irtipoi-tation  thereto  nhal!  cejiso;  and  further  orders 
that  while  the  said  poi-ts  are  so  closet!,  an\'  Hhip  or  vessel  from  beyond 
the  United  States,  or  having  on  board  any  articles  subject  to  duties, 
shall  attempt  to  enter  such  port,  the  same,  with  it>*  tackle,  apparel, . 
furniture,  and  careo  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States; 

And  whereas  the  proclamation  names  the  ports  of  Charleston, 
Georgetown,  and  Beaufort,  in  South  Carolina,  and  of  Savannah,  St. 
Mary  s,  Brunswick,  and  Darien,  in  Georgia,  and  of  St.  John's  and 
JacksonviUe,  in  Florida,  as  included  in  the  list  of  closed  ports. 

And  as  all  of  these  port*}  arc  within  the  limits  of  this  command, 
therefore,  all  comniandmg  officers  of  vessels  in  this  .squadron  will  see 
that  the  terms  of  the  President's  proclamation  are  strictly  complied 
with,  and  will  seize  all  vessels  attempting  to  violate  the  provisions  of 
the  said  proclamation. 

Vessels  having  supplies  for  the  Anny  or  Navy  or  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  will  l)o  required  to  exhibit  proper  evidence 
thereof. 

John  A.  Daulgbkn. 
R<'(ir-A<liii/riih  Cotinhj.  Soutk  Atlantic  BUtckadlMj  iSquudron. 


Geneiut.  Oudeu,  I  Flagship  PniLADELPinA, 

i\o.  45.  \'  O/ufrfesion  Ififrhor,  S.  C,  Ajtr/'l 'J,%  JS6o. 

In  case  any  foreign  vessel  of  war  should  arrive  near  one  of  the 
ports  closed  by  the  Presidential  proclamation  and  desire  to  enter,  the 
senior  officer  will  signif3'  to  the  commander  tliereof  that  the  port  has 
been  closed  to  all  trade  or  externa!  couununicatton,  save  for  naval  or 
military  purposes;  and  therefore  no  vessel,  whether  of  war  or  com- 
merce, can  enter  or  communicate  (except  with  the  consul  of  the  nation 
to  which  the  vessel  !)elongs,  and  that  by  a  letter  which  will  !)e  for- 
warded, if  placed  in  the  liands  of  the  United  States  senior  officer 
pres(5nt,  for  tlnit  i)urpose. 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 
lirdi'-Afhnh'itt^  Conxhj.  South  Athtntlr  BloiihuUmj  Sqna<lr<m, 


DiutrihuttoH  of  rfssr/s  of  the  S&uth  Attuntlf  1iUnhn1'nuf   Sqnadtum^ 

May  i,  imr». 


Vt'wtrl. 


*AtlaniH  . 


•Alien 

AmarnnthiiH. 

Arothuwi 

Azalea 

•Bniou 


•Blunt.... 
Olmarnm. 


Calypm.... 
Oatalra.... 
CamelU . . . 
Carnation . 
Clover 


iNo.ofl 


Ciflwi. 


n     Sloop  of  wnr, 

I      (irunHncc. 
lU     Bark 


fi  ,  Screw  tUB  .... 

n  I do 

\2  ' do 

'J  I  S  (!  liooiiu  r, 

HtOIfM. 

"2     Schooner 

h    side -wheel 
\     fTiinboat. 

7  I  Screw  Bteamer 

+  :(  '  Screw  tiiK 

t2 do 

t'i    do 

fj   ; do 


*8alllDK  vemcls. 


<V)mmandhi^  rilth-cr. 


iTfjioiit  dnt  V  or  xliition. 


ActR.  Vol.Liciit.  A.  rhiniicy Churlcstou. 

ActK.  Vol.LieiH.T.  A.PonncII...!  OnU'rc*!  Norlli. 


ArtK.KUKi^n  W.K.rox 

Actif.  KnslBn  J,  V,('<K»k 

Aetg.  Mauler  F.  W.stnmK 

ActR.  Muster  W.  F.  RlhIiIIiik 


I'ort  Koval,  reimirinu. 
Porl  Koynl. 

Chiirlc^iton. 


Aetg.  KnslKO  O.  <i- Curtis CharlcMoii. <Iivci>i. 

I^mmander  Ei;lM>rt  Thoiu[>sc>n  .  Hn. 


Actfi.  Vol.  Liuiit.  L.  N.  Stoddor  . . 

ActK>EnHlBn  Allen  K.  Noyen 

AetK.  En.Hlgn  David  B.  Hawcs. . . 

ActR.  Enjiijrn  Win.Bovd 

Actg.EnRlKiiBenJ.Mhcliell  ... 


OnifsinR. 

(ieorntMown. 

ClmrW'ston, 

IVirt  Koynl. 

I'hHrleston.reimirinK. 


tUowitzerti. 
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l*ICM1lt  dill}  ur  "lAtlof I. 


r*hKUMm „.-. 

*4:iMoilMini , 

i'iiniml4<in , 

('Aiiibrl'lKt* ,.., 

('1ii*iinTi([(i , 

rtNtult'tinn 

|i«ffn.)n 

Ihmcvnl 

Fflhkfv , 

KIllIUtMMIl 

•llrRDilNkk , 

(•frHiiiiini ...., 

nUJllollR 

♦firifflUi 

li.  W   KiM]«en , 

l!nrve*i  Mi"»»n , 

llnllM' 

Hv<ImiiL'«-*> 

•HuiighU'ti        .   , 

•Hop« 

Irii , 

JiinlttU.^ ^ 

.itiiiuiin .. 

l^ll«Kill , 

tyjiiiniiitn ._... 

Ijirk^iiur 

I^uW  lidvl*- 

•IJ|;)ittiliiK i. 

H  InifiH* 

MfriiHtnngh 

M«b 

NantiKb>l ..... 

NKhniil... 

•Now  Ilnmiwhlrf I 

Nnrwk'h ' 

•Sorfulk  t'Mikct I 

otliivm 

nJrv»-llii..   .. 

olinti'l>-r 

hinUm- 

iVkUiniDkii 

PhilMdoiphiM . . . 


•ivn-vDmriflfJ- 

*iUi^vr 

SctimmA  , 

>4tnfriF(l  ^ 

KwfOl  BrUT  . ... 
•Stnllh 

•»apj.ly 

•liophmata.... 
•Swat  

thunder    ..  . 
Tuncamrft  ...... 


Kn.of 
KmM. 


t'liw. 


f3 


I'luniuiuiilltiie  anwr. 


la 


Slilc-wlivi'l 

tag. 
8clioiini.'r,on5- 

nancv. 

Monitor 

ScrewMemncr 

steamer. 
Hrrewtiur   ... 
8ide-wliupl 

tu«. 
814e-wliei'l 

MMmer. 
Scivwittcaintn- 

do 

Bark 

Hide  wheiU 

ISrivw  liiff 

Schooner, 

mortar. 

Schooner 

Side-wlieel 

Mteamer. 
Srrew  iitoatn- 

«r.  hosplCKl. 

J4iT0Wl1l« 

Burk       (cnn- 

A'h(i»>n»T 

ricn-w  1119 

Srtvwfclooii  .. 

ft*rew  tiijc 

Monitor 

Srniw  tiut 

\in..: 

6ctaAOft'«K* 

tender. 

si  1  d  t-w  h  e  t  r 

nlHitiior. 

«^i 

H  1  d  <•  W  ll  C  L'  I 

li-riiliT. 

Miifittitr 

do 

Slilp,  Ktorui... 

HTCMTrtOOmtT 

Uctiuonor. 

mortar. 
Srmw      gi»ii- 

boat. 
S  r  li  ti  o  n  i"  r. 

-slori-K. 
•^idc-w  hppl 

tng. 

Monllor 

Si-rcMT  iilifi»)» .. 
Bldcwliocl 

irnnbnat. 
S<Tcwi«tt'nnu'r 
RMc-whtTl 

ttteutncr. 
Hul«- whool 

luy. 
Schooner. 

niorlor. 
.Sloop,  lender . 
S  c  h  o  o  n  i«  r, 

mortar 
Sid»f-wht>el 

Klinboal. 
S(>n.iw  iilrauicr 

ri«'.rew  t'lK 

Schoon  I*  r, 

murtur 
8hlp.  NippUcw. 

tfchoontr  

Schooner. 

ttfiulvr. 
Slnop.  tender. 
SlTfiswiilniTp.., 


MstrUwi.W.  IliKl , 

.\ciB.  Mn--ti.-r  Wni.  WhIhoii 

Unit.  I'omdr.  (>.  E.  Ki'littiAp 

Adit.  Vol.  I.U'Ut..r.F.SIrkpto  ... 
Ui^it. I'nmtlr, <l.  I  .  Morrii 

.^ctx.KnMirn  <i.  VV.  Williams. ... 
Aoltf.MAtilLT  VV.n.MiillunI 

Arli;.  V<il.  Lli-iil.  <i.  I*,  fphnm. 

Artir.  Miif*t«<r  F   R.  VTcbh 

Aclit.  V'll.  UfHi.  E.  Cnvendv.. 
Aclfc.  Mniilcr  J.  F.  Winohcstrr. 
Arli.  Efinitfn  David  Iatv 

■SfllT-  Kruitfti  N-  RoiiRliloo 

Aclif.  MwUt  Jamr--.  Ogllvit?../. 

Aet«.  Hauler  U  O.  EuivrKin  . . . 


Ai'l«.  Muil«T».  !4.  Mtnttr 

.\f\K.  MMttT  CAutK  W.  Tt(««*P«. . 
ArlK.  MwliT  E. ';.  FiirtxT 

AflR.Vnl.  IJpul.W.urimrrlilll 

ArlK.  HmIitJ.  K.Sliofcni'y 

riHiidr  .r,  J.  Alrov 

Mnn*  Klctmril  WiUiiun* 

IJciit,  Cimdr.  Kd.  Bhiti'II 

Adv.  I-:ii-IkiiS.  CfiitiT , 

AtflK.  KiisiKii  Will.  Nelson 


Fort  Hnyat. 

Do. 

Do. 
Fort  Rajnl.dlmbled. 
I^lrl  Ito)-al.  TcpalrloK- 

Cliarlosbin. 

l*ort  Koyal.  tvpalrllig. 

C-nilttlng. 

CharI«itlou. 
Cnddtng. 
DobOT  Smind 
Chartotaa. 

rnilKtnK, 
U'a(««i\«  S011111I. 

Cniinine. 

<Jiw>rs('lt>«ti,  wns'k. 

rharleHon 

Fori  Royal,  rvpalrtiig. 
Fort  Royal. 

charWion.  dlvern. 

rniiirtnc 

Fori  Koyal,  rrpatrtiiit. 

<*luirU«ton.  rcpulrlng. 

rharleNl^m. 

Ft^^t  Royal. 

(iiari4*i'tiHi,1iKli(-lHi«t. 

Vr'umw. 


TJciK.rondr.ft.F.QilArkcnbTMh.l  Ovorgctown. 
Adic.  Mw)it>rWRi.  Knji|>p.. 


Llcul.  <'«midr.  R.  F.  R.  UfvrH... 
I.leiil.tvnndr  K.  F.  Williams... 

('<»ni<lr.  Win.  It«>vtu>l<lii 

A.lc-  Mn.Mor  Win.  M.  l>v  Woll.. 
At  i(f.  MiwlcrU.  W.  Woud 

Lfriil-,  Coniilr.  Jamivilfinim^ll .. 

I 

Aetff.  MnRtcr  Win.  FVtlwi 

ArtK.  Mtucter  K.  I'.  WalU-r 

l,iciil.)SiiiUh  W.  N-I.hnl« 

l.lLHiL  Wm.  Wlillilii-Md 

I.lciit.  O^oiiKlr  S.  n   l.iu'«- 

Atijr.  ilftjtlir  F.  M    Monlrll 

A<t»r.  Vnl.  LI.-11I,  W-T.flllWplr. 

Artif.  Mft*It'r  Chnj*.  Ortcvi' 

Actg-.  Manter  flco.  Atdilitirj' 

AcMf ' Master' K.  U. ' MiurtVri' '.'.'.'.'.. 

X.iem.  romdr,  T.  R.  Flllcbniwii. 

Actff.  Miutt^r  Z.  Kcmptnn 

Arti:   .Mtwt'-r  Will.  BallDy 

Artg-  MuMtt-r  I)   Van  Voorhi*  . . . 

Actjr.  Mailer  T)aTid«'}.  MrRltrhlf 
Unit-red  to  Wl-hi  (iulf  S<)ttudnm. 


8totui  Inlet. 
rhurlwton,  rcpnlrCng, 

I'ort  Uovnl.  lyjirtlrtTiK, 

l-urt  Roynl. 
Order* -<f  ntirili 
OHtubtiw. 


St.  iuhti'ii. 

I 

I  Charlentnn. 

Carrylni!  slonfi. 

I  niHrlextnn. 
Uo. 
Ravannnh  lUrt^r. 

rmjolng. 
riiiirlefitoii,     Hag- 

MeiimiT. 
stitili    111    tNivnnnuli 

Hlvcr. 
Const xur%-r}'  diitjr. 

North  Ktlittto. 
Tybee. 

FeniRtidltDi 

Fort  Royal. 

tlt'orgetowti. 

Charlmtott. 

Flirt  Royal. 

Ihv 


rnraiiuindur  J.  M.  fnitey 


Tyliwi. 
CharlCRtfnt. 


■SalllnK  vetwN. 


^  Qow^VuTt. 
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Vtrmel. 


'Valparaini)  . 
Wlwpalilckon 


Winona  . . . 
WHmsiiIta . 
Wanilo 


•Williams  . 
•Ward 


No.  of 
gnns. 


Claw. 


Hulk,  hospital 
Scre-v     giiii- 
boet. 

do 

Screw  Mteamer 
Side-wheel 

fttoamcr. 
Schooner, 

mortar. 
do 


Commanding  officer. 

Actg.  Ha»ter  H.  S.  Blanchard  . . 
Uent.  Comdr,  A.  W.  Johnson... 

Lient.  Comdr.  Wm.  H.  Dana 

ActR.  Master  Chax,  W.  Lee 

Aet«.  MaHter  Fredk.  T.  King  . . . 

Artg.  Munter  (Jeo.  W.  Parker 

APtg.  Master  C.  C.  Kicker 


I'rewnt  duty  nr  station. 

Port  Royal. 

Port  Royal,  repairing. 

Georgetown. 
St.  Sfraons. 
Ouising. 

Charleston. 

Light-IIouse  Inlet. 


•Sailing  vessels. 


J.  A.  Dahlghkn, 

Rear-Admirnl^  Cmmhj,  South  Athmtic  BhH'huUug  Sijuadnm. 


Orthrqfth^i  Secretary  of  the.  Novy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  tie  Ki^ifft., 
U.  S.  Navy,  comvianamg  U.  S.  S,  Conemaugh. 

Navy  Department,  May  7,  18B6, 
Sth:  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Coiiemauyh  and  report  to  Kear- 
Adiiiiral  .Tohn  A.  Dahlgron  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Seeretary  of  tJw  jVat*y. 
Lieutenant-(>)mniander  J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft, 

iUnndg.  U.  S.  S.  Ctmemauyh^  Napy  Tirrd^  Phihdelphin. 


Order  of  Commander  Jlcynohh^  U.  S.  Nary^  to  Acting  Kn^gn  Lawt^m^ 
f\  S.  Nnvy^  to  proceed  to  SavannaJi^  Ga.^  in  emnmand  of  the  jrrhe 
Htfttiiii-r  Amazon. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  Hampshire,  May  U  lHQr>, 
Silt:  You  will  receive  on  hoard  Pilot  Crane,  and  as  .soon  as  your 
wheels  arc  repaired  so  that  3'ou  can  move  (without  waiting  for  comple- 
tion of  joiner  work)  proceed  direct  to  Savannah,  reporting  lirst  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Luce  and  then  to  (General  Grover,  commanding  that 
department,  for  such  service  asCieneral  Sherman  may  lequire  of  von, 
on  the  completion  of  which  you  will  carry  out  your  previous  orders. 
Uesix^ctfully, 

William  Reynolds, 

Commander. 
Acting  Ensign  Lawton, 

Prize  Steamer  Ainason. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgr en.  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  matters  mn- 
n^cted  with  the  escape  of  President  Davis,  and  the  rumored  approach 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  StoneuHdl, 

No.  181.]  Flagship  Piitladelphia, 

Charleston  Ilarho?',  May  3,  IS60. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S,  Rhode  Island  has  just  arrived  here,  bringing  to  me 
two  dispatches  from  the  Department  dated  28th  April. 
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Tho  Dopfirtinent  liiis  no  doiilit  hy  thi^;  timo  n-crivod  my  disputch.  No, 
172,  dtttod  i-Stb  April,  rontniiun^^  information  rcsprrtintr  the  rohel 
leader,  similar  to  thiit  tninMiHtted  \ty  tbo  Dt'imrtiiUMit:  and  hIso  tlial  1 
hiul  dplailwl  sf^veml  stpiirncrs  to  cniisc  off  tl»^  east  coast  of  Florida  and 
prpvent  escape  in  (liat  direction. 

1  also  ronveyed  to  Uetir- Admiral  Strihiing, at  Key  West,  the  infor* 
Illation  I  Imd  received  and  the  mca.sures  taken. 

On  the  same  day,  hut  t(H»lat(^  for  tlie  mail  Nteami-r.  infonnatintieaiiie 
to  mo  hy  tho  Sftiif'*rfi  from  Havana  that  tho  rebel  ram  had  h'ft  Tene- 
ritfeon  Ist  April,  and  I  snhmittcd  some  HU^nrctttionH  as  to  hiT  prohnhle 
course. 

If  the  niovcmrnls  of  this  irorn-lad  have  any  comuM'tion  with  those 
of  the  rehi'l  lender,  she  will  seek  him  :il  soni*'  pluc*-  h'ast  liahlp  to  siis- 
pieion,  as  fur  from  an  ironclad  force  as  ]>ossihlc,  and  will  prohuidy  hnive 
ass<:ton  as  the  oliject  is  accomplished. 

If.  however,  her  oliject  is  tiu-rcly  to  connnit  drprcdutions  in  any  of 
the  jK>rls  in  the  Knitcd  Sbites.  tlie  place  otferint"'  the  jjreatest  indiiee- 
iiienlN  woidd  \w  Port  lloyaU  whei'*>  there  is  siu-h  a  largo  aniouni  of 
piihlic  property*. 

Tht^  two  monitoi'H  now  there  nhoutd  certainly  defeat  that  puriKise, 
though  neither  of  thesn  vessel.H  is  in  the  etfeclive  condition  that  I 
shuiiTd  desire,  if  such  an  opportunity  slioitld  occur. 

At  C'harleston  there  are  two  mouitoi-s. 

The  tifth  one  is  ntit  now  lit  for  service,  heing  in  the  hands  of  the 
mechanics. 

L'rdess,  therefore,  the  Department  hfw  more  need  elsewhere  of  the 
newel-  iron<lads.  I  wouSd  siij^j^'cst  an  exchnntre  for  some  that  are  here. 

The  iinvitrJitiori  of  the  Savannah  liivcr  is  rendered  ditlicnlt  hy  the 
ohstnictions  which  are  there,  and  the  lower  part  is  defended  hy  tho 
g'lins  of  Pulaski. 

1  should  harrlly  expect,  therefore,  that  the  ram  would  venture  in 
thcie,  imrtieularly  as  the  ironclodK  at  Port  Koyal  are  in  very  conven- 
ient distance. 

The  vessels  of  the  s<|iiadron  which  have  not  Ix'on  detailed  for  the 
cofliit  of  Florida  are  distrihutx'd  at  various  ix)ints,  in  order  1o  have 
notice  of  the  appcanmce  of  tho  mm,  and  to  cominunicat*!  the  intel- 
ligem-e. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Daiiuiken, 
Reiir-Aflmir<jl,,  Comd<j,  South  Atlantu'  Bhtekadimj  Stptatirfni. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wrli.ks, 

Si'crt'ttinj  oftht>  Nawf, 


(hiJrrof  liear-Admh'fil  Dafi}<frf^i^  U.  S.  Nmnj^to  Oxtminnjuhr  Tfio 
Mm^  (/.  *S',  Nat^y^  Mf/u'/n'  vffii.'tT  ftff  (Jhirh^toii^  mjolnlmj  'ditjiL 
during  the  temiMrarti  ahnetiee  of  the  ffrrtner. 


■liitjilAiui^e 
ring  the  teinjfortinj  ahttetice  of  the  fa 

Fi-AOSMir  Pirn-AOKi-Piru, 

Sni:  I  shall  be  absent  for  a  few  days  at  Port  Royal,  which  leaves 
you  senior  officer  at  this  place. 

Tho  inclosed  order  (4>i)  will  infonn  you  of  a  contingency  which  it  is 
proper  to  guard  against. 
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Tho  two  monitors  whoukl  taki*  a  convonicnt  ]WJHition  at  the  entrance 
between  Sumter  and  Moultne,  and  the  ('iNnm-on  will  have  a  l>etter 
view  of  vesHels  approaching  if  anchored  off  C-unmjing's  Point,  or  even 
lower  down. 

Be  vigilant  and  allow  no  surprise;  keep  me  informed  of  any  impor- 
tant occurrence. 

Very  respectfully, 

r).  A.  Dahlokrn, 
R*'<ir-A(lii}inil^  VomnKtiKiiny. 

Captain  E.  Thompson, 

CoiiimumlhHj  dman'nn. 

[Enelodiire.] 

General  Orders,  (  ■    Ki*aoshii'  PHnj^DELFiiiA, 

No.  48.  f  Charhsifm  H<irhyi\  H.  6'.,  May  3,  1865. 

The  Navy  Department  again  informs  nic  of  the  movements  of  the 
rel)ol  ram  Sfonf^raU^  and  adds: 

Her  destination  is  believed  to  1m>  some  point  on  our  coast,  and  every 
precaution  should  be  taken  by  you  to  guard  against  surprise,  and  to 
prevent  her  inflicting  .serious  injury  should  she  make  her  appearance 
anywhere  within  the  limits  of  your  command  and  the  beet  means  in 
your  iwwer  used  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 

The  Department  further  informs  me  that  the  rebel  leader,  Jeff. 
Davis,  witn  his  Cabinet,  pa.-*sed  into  South  Carolina,  with  the  inten- 
tion, no  doubt,  of  getting  out  of  the  country,  either  via  Cuba  or 
across  the  Mississippi.  All  the  vigilance  and  available  means  at  your 
command  should  be  brought  to  bear  to  prevent  the  escape  of  those 
leaders  of  the  rebellion. 

The  commanders  of  vessels  stationed  along  the  coast  will  use  every 
means  in  their  power  to  conmiunicate  to  the  ironclads  at  Port  Royal 
and  Charleston  the  earliest  intelligence  of  anj-  vessel  approaching  the 
coast  reseml>ling  the  Stonmyifl^  and  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  rebel 
leader  and  his  aci-omplices.  It  is  ditlicultto  lix  upon  any  preci.se  point 
where  this  vessel  might  l)e  expected;  butonce  seen, every  effortshould 
be  made  to  spread  th(^  infomiation  among  the  squadron,  and  to  bring 
the  monitoix  within  range  of  her,  particularly  to  keep  sight  of  her, 
so  as  to  retain  a  knowle<lge  of  her  locality.  The  CanouicKS  and  ]^an- 
t-tuhi  are  at  Port  Uoyal,  the  Pt(Hmi(^  nnd  Offsl-i/l  at  Charleston. 

John  A.  DAm-<;kEN, 
Rt'ar-Afhiih'nl^   i'tnmhi.  South  Athinii<'  Ijiork(((l(H<j  Stpuftlrtm. 


Onh'r  of  Comma  mh^  linjnohh^  V.  S.  3v/r//,  in  Art  I  m/  KiisJ(jn  JTad- 
flehl.,  U.  S.  ^avy^  tit priK'Ci'dhi  viHtnuandof  attaimi'  fjot^miof  Troupe^ 
fifi' trai\Hj.HfHathm  of  nUn'iH  fr<nn  Stirannah  to  AiKjuxt/i^  Ga. 

U.  S.  Ship  New  HAMrsiiiitK,  May  0,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will,  as  soon  a.sthe  weather  permits,  proceed  to  Savnnnah, 
and  report  to  General  Orover  for  transporting  stores,  etc.  to  Augusta. 

E'^  the  men  from  the  Oemshok  on  board  the  Gormnn'  Trmqh';  take 
care  of  her,  and  retain  the  command  until  you  arc  relieved  of  it 
mpetent  naval  authority. 
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Eleport  your  proceedinj^rt  Ut  tln^  udiiiirat  by  cvorv  rntivcriirnt  opiMH'- 
tiinity,  iiikKt  4'over  U»  mo. 

You  iiii!  profUR'  rations  from  tlu*  ariiKV,  hIiouUI  you  need  tiieui. 
Kespectfully, 

W'lLU-AM    KeTNOLDH, 

Acting  Knsiign  Jos.  HADFTELn. 

//*  fh'irtjt'  of  fSfrfft/ftf  O't'V'T/tnr  Ti'f'njh-. 


Ordrr  of  litvtr-Adnit'rttf  Ihihlg^mu   U*  *S',  Niivy^  to  Avthni  MnMn' 

litrh'i\  f/.    S.  Nacy^  tfnuinaitdlng    LL  S.  ttcfuHm^n'  C.  P.   \\'Uliaum^ 

f4>  pr<H'fetl  tip  tlie   0**»f>f'r  Rher  p}  retttrtH  plunth^ring  of  privote 

j)roperty. 

Chaklkston   IIakbor.  May  74,  lS6h. 

Sir;  Pi-owed  up  Cooper  River  aud  iiiuhoi-  at  a  suitalile  placo  to 
oUserve  and  oxainme  uli  vesMels  pu.ssiiiir  up  Hiid  down. 

V(»i  will  1)0  ciiroful  t(t  iK^nnil  no  pliindt-nvl  proiHTty  of  any  kind  to 
pajis  your  voshoI.  If  any  MUt-h  is  found  on  board  of  vo^soIm,  yon  will 
seize  it  and  return  it  to  its  lawful  ownern. 

Bficaroful  to  notify  all  vessels  troiiitr  up  the  river  that  they  will  lie 
examined  on  tluMr  return,  and  nuist  ne  r>r4'jKired  to  satisfy  yon  that 
they  are  engaged  in  a  lawful  tnitlr,  una  nui^ft  f>e  furnished  with  a 
license  from  the  military  authoritit's.  Should  you  lie  in  doubt  about 
the  ehanu^tt'r  of  any  of  these  Inidois,  send  tlieiu  Ihmm'  in  chiir^i'  ttf  an 
nrtieer,  with  a  sUtemenl  of  the  rrusons  whieh  induccil  you  to  do  so. 

You  must  I>i'  vi|,'ihiiit  and  use  your  utmost  p*>wer  to  .st<>p  th*-  illeiful 
plundering  now  j^oiny  on  in  the  river,  and  wnieh  is  so  djsj^mrfful  to 
all  who  are  concerned. 

To  preserve  the  heAltb  of  your  vessel,  amhor  as  near  the  center  of 
tlie  river  as  praetieable.  Keep  a  wuteh  on  deck  at  nijf  !it;  do  not  permit 
the  men  to  he  down  or  sleep  on  deck.  Kw;p your  awnintp*  spread  day 
and  ni^ht.  Keep  your  men  out  tif  the  sun  and  rain,  and  expose  them 
as  little  as  possible  to  the  ni^ht  dews. 

You  will  1h>  furnished  with  ijuininc,  ett:.,  which  will  1m»  iwhninistered^ 
\\»  the  ilect  surtjron  will  direct. 

Keep  me  advisc<l  of  your  movomonts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahloren, 
Ufar-Adrnfrtt/,  Connhj.  SmUh  Af.hiUiv  BUn-ktidhuj  St/tuulfon. 

Acting  Miister  (j.  W.  Parker, 

(.'nmniiiiidhitj  ('.  S.  Svhmmrr  (\  /*.    Williams. 
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Pun  Rnyiil,  n'pnirlng. 
Pnrt  Ruyat. 
Ht.  John'it  River  pre- 
paring to  go  North. 
OMttbaw. 

St.  Jolin'a  River, 

CluiTlcaloii. 

CarrrloiT  itores. 

Charlerton. 

Do. 
Oniislng. 

Do. 
CburleMoii,  dngnblp. 

I^rt  Rnyai. 

Coaat-aurvHy  duty 
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lio$$  ii/ivAwrln  ii/tfir  Suiifh  .Uiimtir  Jtln^kiutinjf  Sipuulnm,  Mftjf  M,  tSrtS—ConVd. 


VlWMl). 


No.nl 
Biiiii. 


■Pontjr  I>n)'Uin  . 
•Rnetr 

fktnonui ......... 

snnlord 

Sweet  Brier 

•smith 

•Supply 

"Sopurontft 

•Swift .... 

•Tbwider 

TnuMi|K>rt 

Tiuciirnm 

•VulpunUsn 

WiMKhlckoD  . ... 

Wlhona 

WMmxuUa 

Wnnflu 


•Wtnionyi .. 


CIWH. 


sloop,  Umdpr 
8  f*  ho  liner. 

mortAf. 
Slile-wbeal 

Hcniw  itluADifr 
JSfrcwtug..... 
Schooner, 

mortjtr. 

StoriM^ilp 

Sehotmer 

H<*hr  ...Iteml- 
81iM>it . .  J  «nt. 
Slile-whc«l 

t(ur. 
Bcrew  itlfKtii  . . 
Hulk,    hw- 

pltitl. 
Screw  jr\ui> 

bmil. 

do 

Screw  steaiuer 
Sidfrwhocl 

ateaaier. 
Ruhoouer, 

Diiirtiir 

,....ao 


Cammandinff  offirur. 


Act;.  lCa5tcr£.0.  BJutUi 

Lluut.  Cuiodr.  T.  H.  Flliubiuwu. 

Arlft.  MiiAtcr  Z.  Kfm|it(in 

AciK.  MiwtiT  Wnt  IJrtlli-y 

Arlff.  Miwtcr  B.  Van  Voorhl* 

Af-'U.  MiutUT  V.  <;.  McRiti-hlc- 
(Oraereil  i»  \\.  tiulf  KiiUitdroii  t. 

\ 

A«t^.  Kiulfrti  J-  A.  EHpren 

Connlr.  J.  M.  Fmiltv 

Arm   Kiifcljm  Wm.  Brown 


I*c««w!ntdntyi»rfta.tion. 


I-nn  HutjU. 
Tybeo. 

St.  Audrvw'e. 

rjirT)-inirHkirt». 

fiortreewwn. 

rhttrlBrton. 

I'nrt  Itoyal. 

Pun.  K(\ral.  rt'pitirlng. 

I'lin  Royal. 

Cii«rlvston. 

I  CniUlns. 
PortRoyitl. 


LIctil.  dmuU.  A.  W.  Jobtuon...  SapeUi. 


LIfim  ronnlr,  \Vm.  H.  Wdnii... 

ArlK.  .MiL'lcrr.  W,  Iatv 

Act*.  Mw-Ut  r-'rwU.  T.King.... 

Ael«.  MMU-r  O.  AV.  PnrltM 

AciK.  MiwUT  r.  0.  KlckiT 


rnilMnir. 

til.  SlimiQ'N. 

Cooper  RWvr. 

LUrhl-H4*UM;  Tnlut. 


•8«llUi8  TcweT*. 


tUowlUcnt. 


J.  A.  Dauix^ricn, 
Hcar-Ailtnt/tU,  Coindij.  Swttk  Atlantic  JJl'tcluftJfKj  Sfjtiadtiyn. 


licptirt.  ttf  Cviainamhr  Rcynobh^  U.  S*  Navy^  annottn4.*lng  tho  capture 
of  Presidetil  Da-vig  and  pitrty. 

V.  S.  Siiir  Nkw  HA.Mn*i!iKK,  JA^y  /6'.  ISO',, 

Sir:  I  have  just  had  thi.s  information  by  signal  from  Hilton  TIhkI: 

Ji'-ff.  DuviM,  wife,  and  three  cliililn'n;  C.  C  (.'lay  ftiul  wife;  Ki'apui,  General 
Wheeler,  several  L-olonfls  ami  rjiptain«,  Stepht-us  ( late  Vtce-Preslileut),  ure  nuw  ut 
Hilton  HeaH,  tiiiviii;;  bt*<.n  hroiiirht  hon.^  from  Hnvantmh  rliw  aftorn'xni. 

They  wen-  mptureil  by  131)  men,  Fifth  Miehijnin  Cavalry,  1211  miles  Honth  of 
Maiinii,  tin.,  at  Irwinvillo*  They  hai!  noem-ort.  and  maile  no n^i^taiire.  Jeff.  li>nkB 
umrh  wnm  aK<l  trouhleil;  ko  (i<M»  Jjtephens.  They  i^o  north  in  the  CUjilr  iah  h<h>u  Hj^t 
uhe  obtuinu  rationtt. 

(*aptaiit  [Jbb»«k]  Merrill, 

Chief  Signnl  Ojfitrr. 

I  Hend  up  the  Ifijditinfjt'/i  with  thin  intoIHgcnt'e,  also  with  a  Herald  of 
the  13th  inHtant,  I'tMcivoil  from  st*»amoi-  CtMf/ufptf/tt/ui^  ju.'it  urrivfd. 
The  Ston^nrfin  a  r  It  veil  at  Na-snau,  [New  l*rovidenceJ,  on  the  (ith  May, 
and  coaled.     Sim-  HmiM.     The  Chenmujo  and  Hamhrldge  left  thi^a,  m. 

_        before  the  orders  f<»r  them  arrivwl.     I  return  tlu*m. 

B  The  Flumhf'iin  has  ^>t  her  propeller  off,  but  will  not  come  off  the 

H       beach  at  this  hi^h  water. 

H  Kespectfully, 

^L  WiM.jAM  Kevnolds 

^1  ( 'oiniiiander. 

^M        Re&r-AdmimI  A.  A.  Dahixkrs. 

^^^^  Cotitiimndrnij  South  AtiantU-  BlvcJcadin*j  S*/uitdro/i, 
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Repiirt  itf  Captain  Plckerbuj^  U.  JS.  JVaiy^  re<fardlmj  the  OMUjnmtmt 
of  ihi'  U,  S.  A'.  TnHoarora  to  act  an  convoy  to  the  steamer  WiUiam  P. 
Clyde  in  traiufportlmj  Prmident  Davis' and  party. 

May  16,  1865. 

Sir:  This  morning,  after  the  arrivtil  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  A.  H. 
Stephens  and  others  at  Hilton  Head,  Captain  Kelly,  quailcrroaster, 
enquired  if  he  could  have  convoy  for  the  Clyde  while  conveying  those 
persons  north. 

Commander  Reynolds,  commanding  naval  depot,  referred  this  ques- 
tion to  me,  and  considering  the  importance  of  securing  a  speedy 
transit  of  these  captures  to  Washington,  whither  they  are  to  go,  1 
have  directed  the  Tuscarora  to  proceed  upon  that  service,  and  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  orders  to  Commander  Fi*ailey. 

I  hope  this  course  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

C.  W.  PlCKEKING, 

Co2)t<i'ni  and  Scnt'or  Officer  Present. 

Rettr-AdmiralJ,  A.  Dahiairen, 

Conuiiaridhnj  South  Atlantic  BUtchctdluij  Squadron, 


Order  of  Captain  Plch^ring^  U.  S.  yary,  to  Comm^tndrr  Fralh*y^ 
U.  S.  Naoy^  coinnumding  IT.  S.  S.  Taacarora.,  to  proceed  as  cants/y 
to  the  steamer  William  P.  Clyd<^. 

U.  S.  S,  Vanderbilt, 
Pifrt  Royal  Jlat'bor^  South  Carolina^  May  16,  1866. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Tuscarora  under  your  conmiand  to 
convoy  the  steamer  Clyde^  having  on  board  Jefferson  Davis  and  family, 
A.  H.  Stephens,  C.  C.  Clay,  John  H.  Reiigan,  and  other  parties. 

The  Clyde  is  bound  to  Washington.     Convoy  her  up  the  Potomac 
River  as  far  as  your  draft  of  water  will  permit. 

Report  by  telegraph  and  by  letter  to  tne  honorable  Secretarv  of  the 
Navy  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  unless  otherwise  ordered  return 
to  this  station  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  on  your  arrival. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C   W.  PlCKERXNO, 

Captain  and  Senior  OffiA^er  Present. 

Commander  Jas.  Madison  Frailey.  U.  S.  Navy, 

Coniniandlmi  U.  S.  S.  Tuficarora. 


Menioranduiiiofinstrueilonnfroni  Rear-Admiral  Da.hlfir<)u  U.  S.  Sary^ 
In  vleo)  of  the  nportefl  arrlcal  at  Havana.,  Cuha.  of  thf  C.  S.  rain 
StonewaU. 

Charlkston,  May  JO,  lS6r>, 
1  have  just  learned  that  the  piratical  ram  S/'notrall  had  arrived  at 

Havana  on  the  11th  Mav.     How  long  she  may  romjiin  is  not  k?iown, 

nor  her  probable  dircctfon  when  .she  leaves.  I)Mt  it  is  surmised  that  this 

may  be  along  the  Florida  coast. 
Two  of  the  fastest  light  di*afts  will  therefore  return  to  that  station 

and  cniise  so  as  to  obtain  the  earliest  noti<'c  of  the  presence  of  the 

ram  there. 
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{Trivgnm.] 

Fi.At!Hnii'  Pmr-ADKuniiA, 

(Ueoeivod  8:20  p.  in,.  May  ^5,  via  Fort  Monruo.) 
Sir:  The    Columhin   loaven   hero  to-day   in   tnw  of  Vtnuh'rhilf  for 
fliitiipUiri   Koads,  a-s  dirotted   li\'   the   Dfparlnient.     I   hop?  Mbt'   will 
iinivc  safely. 

Ui'iir- Admiral  (lo<.lon  arrivrd  hen*  on  tlio  '2oih  and  left  for  Port 
Koyal  tiiat  i3Vi»nint/.  I  gave  him  an  ordoi*  for  tho  Ctmf>mcuH  and  a  ves- 
HL'I  to  tow  her. 

J.  A.  Dauujren, 
Ri'ar-Ati minify  ( 'omnutntiing, 

Hon.  <  tlDKON    WkI.I.F.S. 


The  \Vtttif/tt  and  P'otft'in-  an*  Mclt'<*tod,  uuv  olV  thv  .lupitcr  liilct,  the 
other  olT  Capr  Florida,  as  the.  senior  (itKeer  nmy  Kiid  l«'st,  cruising 
'toward  each  otlier. 

Should  thf  Sttmrinif}  a|ipear,  the  fastest  vessel  will  keep  her  in  view 
and  walch  hi'r  while  the  other  ytoanis  dirortly  for  Port  Royal,  making' 
roiirse  so  as  to  fall  in  witli  the  squadron  eruis(M*s,  and  ^ive  iiolire  to 
them,  which  will  then  join  In  tho  observation  of  thw  St^m&itJttfl,,  taking'' 
L-are  not  to  l>e  overhauled  iiy  her. 

Off  l*ort  Royal  send  in  word,  if  thtiru  uns  nieanK  to  do  so.  Karly 
infornmfion  is  to  he  sent  me. 

The  ohjei't  will  he  to  y^et  her  in  reaeh  of  the  monitors  as  soon  as 
poseiihlc.  Ijinitenant-tVinimander  Matthews  will  tjike  rharpe  of  these 
vesM'Is. 

.\.  A.  Damlokkn, 

litar-AUminiL 

RriHu't  af  Rcar-Admirol    Ihthltfrtnt^  U.  S.   Niii^ij.  rtujanUmj  ctfrtain  ^^ 
rrjtjft/fi  uf  kin  f'ouiwitnd.  J 

No.  l!)8.]  Fi.A(;8nir  PiiiLAimLPHiA,  ^^| 

CfuirlrMffm  Jfoz-ftfr,  M>nj  'J/,  As'6'5. 
8ik:  The  ^^nfr/y/*/////// arrived  and  reporie4l  for  duly,  haviny;  a  «uso 
of  ronfliieiit  sinall|xtx  on  hoard;  will  Ue  ipiarantined. 
The  h'unii't  lias  ju^^t  arrived  and  reported. 

The /'7////«//iy/'/,  ANiii^  irftnMfHtl>\m\i\  ftm  ffo  ww  ii\i<.)\\t  U"  h'ttvo  for 
the  north,  and  others  untit  for  serviec  or  needing  much  iv|Miir  will 
follow. 

The  Tififon'Kt  left  Port  R(»yal  <»n  the  llith  in-^tant  as  a  oonvov  to  the 
U.  S.  transport  (^liji!»\  whieh  last  conveyed  the  caplured   nd>cl   Presi- 
dent, Davis,  hiH  family,  and  other  U.  S.  (iovernment  enemies  to  the 
north. 
I  have  the  honor  U>  he,  vei'V  rcs|XM'tfuUy,  your  tdx'dient  servant, 

^.  A.  Dahwjiikn, 
mRutr'Admlnd^  Comd^.  Smith  Athitttic  Bhnkadhifj  Stjuftdr*'fi. 

Hon.  CiinKON  Wklles, 

Htvrt'tnrij  of  tJu'  Nanj. 
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were  open  to  commerce,  he  applied  to  the  American  consul  at  that 
place  for  a  pcnuit  to  clear  for  Savannah.  The  consul  told  him  that 
he  had  no  official  information  of  the  fact  or  authoritj*  to  do  so,  and  he 
therefore  cleared  for  Kew  York,  and  ran  in  here  upon  hia  own  responsi- 
bility. 

The  S.  M.  Nenj/taU  is  of  ISS^^jj^  tons  register,  apparently  well  found, 
built  at  St.  Mary  Bay,  Nova  Scotia,  in  1858,  and  owned  in  Digby, 
Nova  Scotia. 

Her  cargo  is  invoiced  as  follows:  Four  hogsheads  sugar,  3  barrels 
sugar,  14  barrels  tamarinds,  130  hides,  9  puncheons  molasses,  26  dozen 
goatskins,  10  tons  iron,  5,000  bushels  salt. 

Total  value  of  invoice,  $1,269.  I  have  placed  hor  in  charge  of  a 
prize  crew,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Boston,  Mass.,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  Rear-Aduiiral  Dahlgren. 

1  am,  sir,  very  rcsi>cctfully,  your  olK'dicnt  servant, 

F.  W.  SruoNti, 
Aftimj  Master^  Commtaidimj  IJ.  ii,  S.  Azalea. 

Hon,  Gideon  AVkli.es, 

Secretftry  'tffliv  Nai'tf^  WtttthiiKjton^  I),  ('. 
V.  S. — I  should  have  added  that  tl»c  U.  H.  schooner  Racci'  and  U.  S. 
S.  Okandcr  were  within  signal  distant'c  at  the  time  of  the  rapture. 

F.    \V.  8TUONG. 


Report  of  Ctwiaw  JVchrintj^  U.  S.  Nary^  rf<j<irdw(f  the  arrival  at 

llampton  lioadtf  of  the   Vonftderate  funt    Volumhm^  fotrcd  fn/  the 

U.  S.  S.  Vand<:rhm. 

U.  S.  S.  Vanoekbilt, 
Jfat/fpfon  Roodfty  ^^'f'J  ^<^*  ISGil. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.   Yonder- 
hlH  at  Hampton  Koads  with  tue  rebel  ram  Columhia  in  tow.  • 

Tlie  Vondrt'hilt  left  Charleston  Bar  8  a.  m.  of  the  23d  and  arrived 
off  Cape  ?Icnry  at  3  p.  m.  of  the  25th. 

Herewith  I  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  from 
Rear-Adniiml  Dahlgren. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  \V.  PlCKEKING, 


Hon.  (iii>KON  Welles, 

/Sfcntary  of  f/u-  Savy. 


Captain. 


Rt'jHti'f  of  Rt'tH'-Adttiind  Do/df/nn^  U.  X  ynfy^  rcoionUmf  httifn/r- 
tionn  tti  the  caw  of  the  lirltiah  hi'itf  Sarah  M.  Xewfutll.,  seized  ht/  tht 
L\  S.  S.  Azaha! 

No.  210.]  Fi«^GSiiir  Philadelhiia, 

ChaHenton  Ilorhn\  May  JO.  1SG5. 

Sir:  The  Azalea  has  seized  the  British  brig  N".  J/.  XeadoilL  from 
Inagua,  whence  she  cleared  for  New  York. 

The  Savannah  Kiver  lH?ing  yet  closed  for  foreign  tnide,  it  is  stated 
that  the  V.  S.  consul  had  refused  a  pennit  for  that  reason. 
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The  captor  put  on  iKwrd  n  prize  crew  with  onlrr.-s  for  lioston.  wliich 
I  liHve  olmnjri'd  to  Now  York,  that  licing  tho  port  for  which  she  cUmrctl. 
Will  the  I)oi>arttn«Mit  give  sin-h  orders  an  the  case  inny  rei|uiroi 
1  have  the  honor  to  I)e,  vcrj'  re^^lHict fully,  yonr  oln'dienl  servant., 

J.  A.  Dahu^kkn, 
Rear' Admin'l ,  Cmt\dg,  South  Atlantic  lihwkadintj  S<iuadnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  uf  thf.  Navy. 


Letirr  from  Rt/ir-Admhid  IhJdijnu,  i'.  .S*.  Nam,  to  the  Sxiperin- 
ten<hnt  Sit  i^d  A  ntdeniy^  furwnrdiinj  nurmvtiOM  of  Co'nfcd^.ToU' 
warjart \frtnu  i  'harl^^toiu 

Kij^asiiir  PiiiLAiiFxriiiA, 
Chm'U»Um  lhtrhn\  May  i*?*,  ISGCt, 

.Sir:  1  have  dirci-ted  the  PoidmcXAy  deliver  to  vuu.  for  the  <-olleetion 
of  the  Aeudetny,. several  iiiciiioriaLs  of  ndiel  wurfui*o  at  this  nluoe,  viz, 
n  torpedo  hoat,  heintf  one  of  ninn  found  h(»ri%  and  one  <ti  two  that 
were  raised  by  tiif  sijuadron  dlvevM  from  flu*  bed  i>f  llie  Cooper  Kiver, 
where  they  had  heeii  sunk  jn>t  liefure  we  entered.  It  wa^i  sueh  a 
boat  a.s  thi.s  thai  exploded  a  torjiedo  under  the  Innatldrn  o\\  the  night 
of  the  H>th  of  (_)4tober,  iJSfiH,  and  afttrrwurds  menaced  our  vessels 
conritantly.  When  ready  for  >*or\'ice  it  i»  imuicrbed,  8o  tliat  only  the 
upper  part  near  the  iiatches  is  above  water. 

The  eopper  torjHnlo  sent  with  it  is  nirried  on  liie  end  of  un  outrigger 
from  the  Ijow.  it  has  several  fuzes  at  the  outer  end,  one  of  whieli  is 
stent  with  it.  The  leaden  cap  i.s  sulhcient  t<;  resist  an  aeeidental  eon- 
tact,  but  is  crushed  by  the  inijMirt  of  the  torpedo  boat  under  full  way. 
Beneath  the  leaden  eap  is  a  hirge  fulminating  jninu'r,  ealled  i)y  the 
rcl>elH  "a  sensitive  tulK}/'  the  lower  end  of  which  is  in  close  proximity 
to  a  little  charge  of  line  powder. 

The  ea-*t-iron  shell  \a  a  sumple  i»f  the  torpedoes  mounted  on  the  end 
of  heavy  timber  frames  plaretl  on  the  bottom  of  shallow  channels 
oltiiquely  to  the  api)ruaeb  of  vessels. 

Several  of  the  interior  prussages  in  this  harboi'  were  .so  defended. 

Thrfuzeon  this  i.s  precisely  similar  in  prin^-iphto  that  just  described. 

The  l«irrel  torpedoes  were  the  most  eoninton  and  tho  most  trouble- 
some of  all.  l)eeaaMe  they  were  put  down  with  such  extreme  facility. 
When  lilled  wJth  |K)wder  tliey  liont,  but  are  kept  down  to  a  suitable 
I«tiition  below  the  water  by  a  sinker.  The  fuz^^  is  also  similar  to  thai 
deseriln'd,  and  the  impact  of  a  heavy  body  like  a  ship  striking  or 
tlnigging  over  them  suifices  to  explode  them. 

'fne  monitor  Patujniro  was  sunk  by  one  of  them,  and  went  <lown 
iiijstantly.  with  more  than  half  her  eivw.  My  own  flagship  was  .sunk 
in  the  same  way. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respe<it fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'J.  A.    DAUUiUEN, 

Rmr-Adtniifd,  Comdy.  South  AtlaTilu'  Blorhidinfj  Squadrrm. 

Couuinwlorc  tlKoituE  S.  Blake, 

tSupt,  aiul  Vn^ldent  Naval  Academy^  Newport^  [R,  /.J. 
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Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  for  a  reductwti  in  the  n  urriber  of  vessels  of  the  sqttadron. 

Navy  Departmext,  May  31,  1865. 

Sir:  Reduce  the  South  Atlantic  Squadrou  to  the  following  number 
of  vessels  with  all  possible  dispatch,  viz,  G  tugboats,  15  other  steamers. 

You  can  have,  in  addition,  such  store  vessels  as  may  be  required  in 
connection  with  this  force. 

Select  the  most  efficient  vessels  for  retention,  and  send  to  the  Depart- 
ment a  list  of  them.  Send  all  the  others  to  Philadelphia,  New  "i  ork, 
Boston,  and  Poitsmouth,  the  monitors  to  Philadelphia.  Several  light- 
draft  monitors  will  soon  be  sent  to  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Fill  up  the  vessels  that  remain  as  the  fixed  force  of  the  squadron 
with  their  complement  of  officers  and  men.  Retain  for  this  purpose 
good  volunteer  officers,  so  far  as  possible  those  who  wish  to  contmue 
a  while  longer  in  the  service,  and  send  north  all  other  volunteer  offi- 
cers, for  the  purixjse  of  being  miistercfl  out  of  the  service.  Of  the 
men,  send  home  those  who  have  the  least  time  to  serve. 

In  forwarding  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  vessels  retained,  send 
with  it  listrf  of  the  officers  of  each  and  complete  muster  rolls  of  their 
crews,  the  latter  to  the  Bureau  of  K(|uipment  and  Recruiting. 

All  proj^erty  hitherto  belonging  to  the  rebel  Naval  DeiMirtment,  or 
that  Ava,s  under  its  control,  will  be  taken  possession  of  by  you,  and  an 
account  taken,  with  an  estimate  of  the  value  thereof,  and  forwarded 
to  this  Department.  If  such  property  is  in  possession  of  the  United 
States  militarv  forces,  make  a  written  request  for  it,  and  report  your 
action  to  this  Department,  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  given  by 
the  War  Department  for  its  delivery  to  the  Navy. 

Economize  in  the  use  of  coal,  and  give  directions  to  all  vessels  to 
keep  steam  down,  cxctjpt  in  an  emergency,  of  which  the  senior  officer 
shall  judge,  under  directions  of  the  commander  of  the  squadron. 

The  title  of  th<^  squadron  under  your  command  will  hereafter  be  the 
"South  Atlantic  S(iuadron." 
Very  resm^ctfully,  et<\, 

G.  V.  Fox,^ 
Actinij  S<or<f<ii'ij  of  the  Namj. 

ItarAdmiral  J<»ii\  A.  Daiiujkkn, 

<-oiii(hj.  South  Alhuitlc  S'jiufdroii^  PoH  liinjal^  S.   C. 


DtHtrihution  tf  vtSNiln  if  thf  Stmfh  Athfiiflr   Hhfrhtdimj   Squadratiy 

June  7,  ISGo. 


V»wl 


*[JflhD]  A<lHTni<. 


Amarantbiis  . . . 

AretbUHa 

Azalea.  

•[SarabJ  Bruen. 


*[0.  W.}  Blunt  . 
Oonematigh  .  .. 


dnuuTon. 
Calypso  •- 


No  »r 

1  KIIIIH 


Cliuw 


SIlMHKlf   WRF. 

ortliianci-. 
Screw  tug    . . 

do 

do 

S  c  h  u  u  n  c  r, 

(rtores. 

Schooner 

Slde-whccI 

gunboat. 

...  do  

Screw  Hteamcr 


CuniinaiKtint;  (>flici.'r. 


I'iv,s('iitt1iity  nr station. 


'  Cliai  lestoii 


*  Sailing  vesBCls. 


A«;lK.  Vol,  Lieut.  A.  rhiniiuy 

A<-lg  Knsfgn  W  H.  Cox |         Do. 

Actg.  EiiRlgn  .I.V.Cook Port  Koytil.  repairing. 

AetB.Matti-r  K.  W.Stnmg  i  Tyboe. 

Actg.  MiwtiT  W.F.  Ileddinj,'...   .    charJe.mon. 

Actg.  KnHign  (.i.G.Ciirtin I  Charicstoii,  divers. 

Ucut.Comdr.J.r.O.dL'  KraITt  ..    Ossabnw. 


Commander  K.Thom])«on    ('Ijarti'tiioii. 

Aflg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N,  Stodder. ..    I'ort  Koyal. 

t  lIOWllZtTH. 
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Dutrilmtion  oftcMda  of  Uw.  Jiuuth  AUattlif-  Blockadhuf  Squadroit,  Junr  I,  i£i7.?— (..'ontM. 


VotMl. 


t^LAlpa 

Camvlta 

Carnation 

CLiver 

CbAltiaiu 

•Chambent 

Pandelloii 

naffortll 

Donegal 

BmtDA 

flemniuin 

OUilfrtluK 

•IJoliii]  urimiti 

•[«wiri{«>  W  ]  Rndg- 
cis. 

Bono 

Hydrangea 

•H«» , 

irtiT;. 

JqoUu 

Jonquil .. 

coufcm 

Luljiirtmiii  .......... 

Iju-lupur 

L*ily 

•LlirMulny 

Mlngoo 

lOom.]  UcDonniqch. 

Nantucket 

Nahani 

•New  Haiii|Ablrv.... 

Norwicii 

•Norfolk  l*arkcl 

OtlAWfl 

OlMudvr ........;... 

Vamttic 

Pawncv 

PMomskii 

PhU»ilelphla 

(o.M.]rHiit 

•Par* 

•Percy  Dr«fU>u 

,  ^Baocr 

^fioacmia 

SklarylHanford 
weec  Brier 

*[baii]  Smith 

•Supply  

•Supnronla 

^wllt 

•Thunder 

Transport  

Val|)arai«> 

WU-jahidfcon  „ 

Wiiiu>iilU 

•[C.  P.]  William-.... 

•[T.A.lWiird 


No.  of 


% 


t» 


ti 


ClaML 


CommanilhiK  ulUorr. 


Hcrew  uig 

do 

At, 

do 

siAe-wbenl 

lug. 
Bcboftniir, 
qua  ran  lino. 

Screw  tug 

hJdc-whifl . . . 

iiUf. 
Hi  ile-w  heol 

Htvuinvr. 
Screw  Ktvarncr 
Hlde-wiiiitf  I 

Scrt'w  t"K 

Behoou  er, 

mortar. 
Schooacr.. 


Kn^iKti  A.  K.NdVCTi . 
KriMiuii  Wni.H.Bulliii. 


Avttf. 
AftK. 
AclK. 
A»?t«. 

Mato 


Aciy.  MaKtrr  Wm.  WatiNin  . 


Knsipn  Wm.Burd 

KiiniCii  £k-uj.  Mttohol)  .... 


OflJ.  w.  Pwt 


Eiulgna.  rt  Bailey  .... 
MwitvrJ.iMIninlfn 

Mantorilivi.  II.  \v¥r>- 

MafitiT  J.  A.Httnilllon 

MaMtT  flt^nry  IVafw ... 


Knfllftii  K.  Boiifrhtoii .. 
Mai>t»r  Jamil)  OifUvie . 


t4«!n.'W  stoaiiior 

8cruw  tug 

^chooatT.. 
8orew  ini{ .... 
Bi^n'W  Alodp  . . 

ik'Tvvr  I  UK 

M<tii)l<.r 

S^m-w  lilK 

ScKVt  tU|j 


Soliooner, 
t#n€lFr. 

Bidtf-wbcci 

fieamtn-. 

do 

titidc-wh«e1 

teiiik'r. 

Mfinltur 

do 

Hlilp,  storiw... 
yvrewMoMiniT 
8i]  huoii  er, 

ni'trlar 
6m>wgunboAt 
Sido-wheel 

tag- 

Monltnr 

Korvw^K*"^]). ,. 
StTcWuteMiner 
Hidf-wlM  L-1 

■tnuuer. 
Hlde-wlu>el 

ivg. 
8c  Imoiif  r. 

luortar. 
SliMtp,  ti>iidt>r. 
Sell  no  [i  t-r. 

uiortar. 
81dc-wl»CL'l 

HtiTunicr. 
HiTL-tt'  t^lfHTiu-r 
dcrew  XuK  .... 
8c  lioune  r, 

moTtar. 

Slorvohlp 

Schooner 

Scbnonor. 

tender. 
Sloop,  U-nder . 
Hlde-whuL'l 

tup. 
Hiilk.hoiqiiUil 
BC'P-'ivfEunNiirtt 
KcrvwdU'umer 
Scboouvr, 

mortar. 
Scbooncr.... 


Acln. 
Ait«. 

ActK. 

Ai-IK. 
Ael«. 

AeliT. 
Ael«. 


Act^.  Master  L.tJ.  Bmitrsnn  . 


AotK.  Master  S.  S.  M iner 

A  ilr  Master  C.  \\  Kajfen 

Actir.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  L.Cburrbill 

At'tg.  KiixiKii  n.  B.  Hawt'.4 

rapl.J.J.Almy 

.M.il«KiclHl.\Vllirams 

Ueiit.Omdr.  E.  Burrt'tt 

Ar-lR.  KiLvigii  Sliirnii*  1>itUT 

ArtK,  KiMlKu  \Vm.Ni£lK»n.... 


Lieiil.  CunKlr.  H.  F.  CJuai-kt^ibiiMli 
Arlg.  Maittcr  Wu.  Koapp 


Limiccomdr.  R.  P.  R.  hewla  .. 

Meut.  Henry  K.  licking , 

Ojuidr.  Ww.Ui'ynoldn , 

ArlK.  Mauler  Wia.  H.  DvWulf. 
Ai'ltf . KnuiKii  y.  A.IliiyLou 

LlonLC'omdr.J.ftTillwcll 

AclR.  Ma»l<-r  R.  I'.  Waller 


Lieut,  romdr.  K.  P.  Wllllanu  .. 

Uem.Win.Whilehcad 

AclK- MiwierK.  M.Montell 

Ai-I«.  Vol.  L]L-ul-  W.T.<)lll<splf 

Actg.  Master  Cba^.  urlem 

Aety.  Maxtor  Ol-o.  Aahbiiry 


Artg.  Miiflter  R.O.MurtIn 

U.?ul.t'.dudr.T.S.Killebniirn  . 


AclK.  Mimter  Ti  Kemptnn 

Aeti«..Mn8rer  Wm,  fUlky 

Artjc-  Mni<r«r  LI.  Van  V'Hirblv 


ArtJf.  Mantcr  !>.(*.  UoRltrhle  ... 
Unlereil  b»  WuxtQull  U^uadroii. 


Ai-tg.  Kuatjtii  J.  A.  Bdirren.. 

ActfT.  Mnvtor  n.  S.  BlanehArd  . . . 

Lieiil.i'ooidr.  A.  W.  Jnbnuon 

Ai!l4r.  Musrt- r  c.  W.  Uf   

Auqf.  Hunter  F.  W.  Partrldirv.... 

Actg.  Master  C.i;.llieker 


Pm»nl(lntynr«tMli((n. 


(Iwirttotown, 
J*url  koyul. 

Du- 
ct uirlcaton. 
P«irt  Roy  111. 

th>, 

CbarU«ton. 
Rnrannaii  River. 

Hnviniiah,  tl*K)>blp. 

U^u^etow  II. 
Suvaunah. 

Charienan. 

Waxww  Moanit. 

Pi*mj)Udi»H. 

cawrleston.  liKbl-Hbip. 

CharWlnu. 

Cbarlmtnu,  divem. 

Chflrle^hin. 

iNirt  lluynl,  rt-iMlriux- 

rburlt-Klun. 

IK>. 
It... 

Port  Royal. 
(!bar)Mt(in.  Ilgbt'boat. 
WaiMW. 

Port  Unyal. 

Kloilo. 
<7harlesilmi. 

Port  Royal,  repnlrlng*. 

lio. 
Port  Royal. 

Iu>. 
0>*«il«iw 

HI.  Jiilitrfi  River, 
i'arrylnii  Btnnw. 

riiarkwion- 
Uo. 
l>o. 


Port  Koyal. 
Ihi. 

D.I. 

Tyhe*'. 

h»rt  R-.yiil. 

(Iiurli'^ttiii. 

Do. 

Ik). 

IK). 

P»irt  RtH'iiI, 

Tybee. 
Cluirluatun. 

port  K<i>tbI, 

PL  Slmon'n. 
rharlcBtim. 

Ufh^hou«•  Inlet. 


•  Sal  ling  veMeb. 


t-  Hi>wliaerB. 
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Detached  to  special  sauadron. — Cauonicmy  Wando,  F'ahkee. 
Preparing  to  go  Nortn. — Bi'iwn^  Min<fOi\  I^oi-wu-h.,  Jhtottittka,  St//i- 
ford^  Poitmic^  ^onomn.,  iShiith^  "^i'Pp^y,  \Vil1f<un«^  WtHMithlckon. 

Gone  north  nince  the  15tli  of  May. — AUvn^  (fwiHtiHjo,  ('frmbrtt/</t.', 
Columhia^  VUimheaa^  (reiitubitl.,  Ilouijkton^  Orvctiff^  Pontitic^  Winotut. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Daitlobex, 
Rear'Admind^  Ooindo.  South  AtUmtlc  IihK'kd</.  Stjmuirtm. 

(lion,  (tiueon  Welles.] 


Order  oftheActhxg  Secrrfary  of  the  Xm^tf  to  the  eommandant  lutvy 
yardy  New  }7n'k,  regnrdiiKj  the  di^patehentj  of  tlw  U.  S.  S.  Squamw 
for  duty  in  South  Jitl<futJc  S<ju4idroii. 

Navv  Department,  June  2^  ISO'o. 
Sir:  Rear- Admiral  Stringhani  han  been  instructed  to  send  the 
Squando  to  New  York.  W  hen  whe  arrives,  and  is  ready  for  the 
voyage,  direct  her  to  proceed  to  Port  Ro3*al,  and  order  the  Vuudrrht'/t 
to  accompany  her,  giving  her  tow  if  necessary.  The  Stjuando  will 
report  to  Kcar-Admiral  I)uhlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron.  Direct  the  Vanderfn'lt^  after  performing  the  duty  above 
indicated,  to  report  to  Hear-AdminU  Duhlgreii  for  the  purpose  of 
accompanying  to  Philadelphia  any  o'  the  monitors  to  be  sent  U)  that 
port. 

Verv  lespcctfullv,  eU*. 

(K  V.  Fox, 
Aethnj  St-erifury  Navy. 
Oonimodon*  C'uas.  H.  Bell, 

Coininitinhini,  X'trij   Vard^  Xnr   York. 


Report  i>f  Rear- Admiral  JJohlgren^  U.  S,  Navy^  reyardlny  the  <trr tool 
at  Port  Moyal  of  thf  U.  S.  S.   Irt'^trtn/i  S/io/idy. 

P^lao-Steamer  Piitladelpiiia, 
No.  22±]  Clu(rtei<ton  Ihtrhor.  June  •>,  IStJo. 

Sir:  Under  dfito  of  June  -t.  Commander  William  Reynolds,  com- 
manding naval  depot  at  Port  Royal,  reports  the  arrival  at  that  station, 
for  coals,  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Trixtrniu  Shuudy^  from  Fort  l*ulaski.  whither 
she  had  conveyed  Judge  Campbell  and  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

I  have  "the  honor  t<>  be,  very  resiHH^tfully,  your  olnMliont  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahl(;kkx, 
Rear- Ad  in  I  rul^  i'omdy.  South  Atlunth-  Winkadiny  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ofihi-  Nary. 


Rep^trt  of  Rtar-Admmd  Daldyren^  U.  S,  Sary,  rrgardinfj  the  depar- 
ture fn}ni  Oharle^Um.  ifcei'tnhi  veMntfla  of  his  etmuuand. 

No.  228.]  Flagship, 

Charleston  TIarhm\  dune  6',  IHGo, 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Mingoe^ 
Lieutf^nRnt-Commander  S.  P.  QiiackoTibMsh,  with  a  torpedo  boat  in 
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fnw.  ami  thr*  nunhir  ^choonor  Smrt/i^  loft  tlie  harbor  this  mnrninp  foi 
thfi   |M)rt   of    rhihidcljthiu.    and    that   I    Iiavo   (Uspatr-hoti    tho    S'trnh 
fir^u'nyi\\\\  part  nf  tho  uriiior  platinif  of  tho  ram  f'u/umffm  to  Fortrcs« 
Monrop.     Tin'  Ih'n.n  will  sail  tn-diiy. 
I  bavo  thii  honor  to  J»e,  very  rosprttfiiHy,  your  ((l)r(lipnt  srrvant. 

John  A.  Daiiuikkn, 
J^fifir-Athiirti/^  Ormififf,  Sontk  Atlaniir  Blmkad'm^  Sijiiadntn, 

Hon.  (riDEOv  Wkjxes, 

Si'rrefttri/  *»/  the  Ntttiy. 


lyfuttam  huinvU  on-  St.  Jffh-mi  ft/nMih. 
No.  235.  J  Ki-jinsHTP  PnTr^ADELPHiA. 

Sir:  I  reji^ret  to  report  to  tho  T>oparl!ii«*iit  the  loss  of  tho  steam 
hiiinch  ^\v>.  .i»  attttchwi  to  this  squadron,  and  which  was  piukod  up  otf 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  hy  tho  Fhitthfftux  sho was  wroikod  on  St.  Helena 
ahoal.H.     A  fopy  of  the  report  of  the  officer  in  command  is  enclascd, 
1  have  the  hon4>r  to  Ik»,  very  respectfullv,  your  o^Kviient  servant, 

.1.  A.  Oaitlchkn, 
Iit'iir-A<hh/r<tf,  Conitfy.  Stnith  Atfantio  lil'tfkndhuj  Sqmninrti. 

Hon.  (.Tii>EON  Weixes, 

Secretary  offh^  Navy. 


(hnhn*  of  ihf  St't'ff'iat'if  of  tkt  Snry  iu  liear-Adurh^J  Dahhjrfiu  ^'.  ^' 
Nm*y^  retjardifuj  f/ii'  trnht^fer  «;/*  r^mmand  of  t}u?  South  Ailnutiti 
Squadron. 

Navt  OErAnxMRNT, -/u7»<?  .9,  7565^. 

Sin:  When  yonr  squadron  is  redneed  to  the  mitnber  of  vessels  desig- 
nated in  the  order  of  the  Department  dated  May  ;J],  you  are  auth^rr- 
ized  to  pmceed  north,  lui'iiinj;  nver  the  eonniiaiul  nf  your  s<]uadr(in  to 
the  next  line  otlieei-  i»\  rank  to  yourself,  unless  Aetinj:  liear-Adniiral 
Radfoi-d  should  arrive  previous  U\  your  leavinjj,  in  which  ea.se  you 
will  turn  over  your  rnniman<l  to  him.  A  copy  of  his  orders*  are  here- 
with enclosed. 

Very  respect  f idly, 

On>Eo?i  Wei.t.es, 

Se^'retary  of  the  Na^yy, 

Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Daht^uen, 

(htfnnandmg  S*nith  At/nniw  Siputdrrm^  Charlestmi^  S,  C. 


Report  ttf  Rear- A  d^itnd  Dnhl^rea^  IL  S.   Natn/^  ad}u»Inij  the  nale  of 
ccrtmn  prize  ve^aeh  nvd  othern  in  Ohr    -^sttm  /Airftor, 

No.  23ti.l  Flaoship  Philadelphia. 

C%trl,Htim   Ihrho}\  Jnve  .9,  ISG'j. 

Sir:  I  forward  the  natnefi  of  a  number  of  «mall  craft,  prizes  and 
others,  which  arc  no  longer  of  any  .service  in  this  squadron:  in  fact, 

•See Beries  I.  vnlame  12,  ^k  151 . 
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the  pro.^crvation  of  thcin  will  become  an  expense.    They  might  be 
sold  nere  to  advantapo,  viz: 

iSi^lff,  prizo.  to  th<'-   Ptttajwoo;  Ctxju^tte,  prize  to  Dai   Ching  and 
dorrr;  3/ni/,  di\'4M-s'  schooner;  Percy  Draytoti^  tender;  Lightnings 
tender;  WUd  (Mis  received  from  Admiral  Du  Pont;  JUvira,  prize  to 
the  ChenntHfo;   Tmuxpirrt^  M'lh,  captured  with  city  of  (/barieston. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgbek, 
lieai'-AdmimL  Cinnd<j.  South  Athinii/i  Blockading  Sguadrtm, 
Hon.  (iiDKON  Wklles, 

i^t^crefary  nfthtt  S'amf^  Navy  Department^  WashingUm-^  2).  C, 


Rtpttrt of  LieuUnmU'Commaiuler  Qnnrkenhuith^  U,  S,  Navy^fvgarding 
th^  hwtt  of  torpedo  boat  off  Cape  Ilatteran, 

IT.  S.  S.  MiNGOE, 

Philadelpiwt  Navy  Yard,  June  9 y  186$. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  a  torpedo  boat  which  I  took  in  tow 
at  C'harleston,  S.  C,  Hunk  off  Cape  Hattci-ai)  at  6  p.  m.  on  the  7th 
instant,  in  consequence  of  her  l)aliast  having  shifted  and  her  hatches 
not  bftin^  calked  in  a  ntanner  to  prevent  Tier  becoming  tilled  with 
water.  Had  she  been  perfectly'  tight  1  would  have  had  no  difficulty 
ill  bringii>g  her  into  port,  but  under  the  circumstances  it  was  impos- 
sible to  preserve  her. 

r  am,  very  re.s|wctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  Quackenbush, 
Lieut-enant-  Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

kS'eretary  of  the  Navy^  AVaahiiKjion^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Da hlgren^  U.  S,  Navy^  regarding  the  <is»ign- 
fne/d  of  th'  captured  vei^nel  Lady  Davin  to  the  vseofthe  MiigM-House 
Bttard. 

No.  242.]  Flaostiip  Philadelphia, 

Charleatoiu  S,  C,  June  U,  1866. 
Sir:  The  oftptured  vessel  reported  as  the   iMdy  [Davis]  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  light-houso  inHjwctor,  at  his  request,  for  the  use  of" 
the  Ijight-House  Board. 

She  Jms  on  hoard  some  40  tons  of  shot  and  shell  as  ballast;  this  latter 
was  also  <aptiired  in  Charleston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahi^ren, 
Uear-AdiniraU  Comdg.  South  Atlanti/^  lihekadiny  Sqiiadron. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  AVeixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^   Washington^  D.  O. 
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"tlrittt/m  of  rv*W*  of  tJu-  South  Athiuftr  Bhtchadiny  ^iquadnmn 
June  Ui^  iSGo. 


ora  nance. 

Screw  tog  . . . 

do 

do 

Hcbooiier 

Sldc-wb««l 

Monitor 

S  i  d  e-w  h  o  e  I 
KUDImmii. 

Acrew  iiis .... 

do 

....do 

....do 

KIdu-whKel 

tug. 
Scbnoncr.... 


Se«win(r 

ttldu~w  hcol 

tuf. 
Sldo-wheet 

■tatioer. 
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Htdc-wliiel 

uir. 

Sereir  luff 

Hdinttn  vr, 

mortAT. 

.Si'buuner 

Screw  vtctuuer 
fk'reiw  tnff ... 
tk-boooer 


Cunniandiiii  offlear. 


A<*tK.  Viil.  LiViiL  A.  Phlnnv>  .. 


ActR.  Kn«ign  W.  R.  Cox 

A<rlg.  Knilgn  J.  V.  CVmlt , 

ACIK,  MtU*UT  I".  W,  StmilJlt..... 

Acljf.  KriKl«ri  I).  *;.  Curtis 

Uciit.  ikimdr.  J.C.  F.deKmlTt 


LIciit.  Comilr.  G.  £.  Bvlknnp  ... 
0<tmdr.  K.  Thompmii . 


Afltjt,  Vi).  Meat,  L.  N.  Slndder. 
ArlK.  MitfUT  \V.  ],.  nownrth.... 
ArlK.  Kii^iKH  Win    H    Btilll-.... 

Mnie  Albloii  Bnmham 

Acl«.  eiM%n  BviiJ.  Mllrlif:!].... 
MHteOeo.  W.  Pniil 


Anl<.  Mniit4'r  Win.  WatMin. 

AflK.  EnKign  0.  B.  Boilc-y  . 
Ai'ig.  MaMtvr  J.C.  nuaUn. 


Aelff.  MuterO.  H.  Arcnr.... 

AHtf.  MjiMti-r  J.  A.  Hamllbin. 
Aol«.  M<u.lir  F.  K.  Wct.li.... 
Act^.  HdJ>UT  Henry  X'twv  , . 


AclK.  KiMiini  N.  Boiurbioii  , 


Actn.  Mufltt-r  L.  <r.  Kmenwn  .... 

Ael«.  Miwlcr  8. 8.  M I ner 

A<!'t«.  MaKlt-r  C.  W.  RnovK 

Acljc.Vol.  Ueut.Wm.L.Churi'b- 
ill 

AolR.  RifiKii  D.B.  HswoB 

Cupt.J.J.  Almy 

AclK.  ElwlRti  O.H.H«n«Mi 

f,ifiiLf!iinnir.  K.  Barnelt  

Actg.  KriiiKii  Vim.  Nt'lMHi 

Aciff.  EmlgD  MurglsCeuUir.... 


AntfT.  Uwter  Wa.  Knapp . 


Lit'iit.IIii'iiry  P.  F'irkliiv 

C^mmiinder  Wm.  Rvynnldit . . . . . 
At'Tlff.  ICiikIkii  u.  FIwk].. 

Ufiit.  Cdiuilr. JOM.  Hiill  W.-I  L . .  . 

Acl«.  MoKKT  H.  I'.  WnlUT 

Artif.  Kitfliiri  Wm.  Thonipo. 

Lk'iil.Wiri.WlitU'lHwI. 

Arlif.  VmI.  l.lt'.il   W.  T.  rtiWvvpW 


l*r0cnldntrori4aUon. 


Ohiirlp)4i>i>. 

Do. 
iMrt  Koy*l. 
Flirt  IUiy»l,  rt'piUrlng. 
<*bnrti,*Hli>n.  iliverx. 
Churltfrtun. 

Pnrt  R<ir«I. 
FpmBnnlnn. 

Niirtb.  a|>onial  m»nrlec. 

CllMrlii<Uili. 

I'on  Kovnt.  rvpalring. 

IVirt  Koyal. 

(Ihiirlenuin. 

I'on  HityKl. 

I'nrt    lUiynl,    iiimmD- 

liiiv. 
Turt  Royal,  repuiriiiir. 
Ctuu-liMliiii. 

Dt>. 

Do. 
NfiTth.  fl)MH-ial  iMcrvtM!. 
CI)Arirf<t»n. 

FcmNndliiu. 

WOMMIU  fttlUtld. 

FerriAndliui- 
ChKr)Mrtmi.Ughl-«liip 

ClurTtMluii.  dlrun. 

Chitrleittnii . 

I'l^rt  KovrI.  rejMlring. 

CbNf  lesion . 

IJo. 
Port  Rn>'«l,  retMilrliiit. 

Do. 
Cbiirl«4mi,lttthiboai. 

WlU-AW. 

I»nr)  Royul.  repairlnf. 

I'hBrlMiiin. 

I'ori  Ri)y«l.  reiMdriiig. 
V\*n  Roynl, 

BL  Jolin'f  KlviT. 
rjirr>-lnff  htora. 
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l'n>F=<'iirilut>'or8talioii. 


VewK'l.  r„?,',u  ('Iftfw.         I  ('(mnimtiiliiiKoniccr. 


WJsaahlckon  fi     Hrrew   kh'i- 

I      boat. 

•Ward fi     Schooner, 

I  mortar. 

Wando 3  !  Side-wheel 

I     Dtuainer. 


LU'iil.  rnnidr.  A.  W.  .lahiison 

Actif.  Vol .  Llout.  C.  r.  IlHker . . . . 
Aottr.  Mafiter  Frcdk.  T.  King  . . , . 


("hurk'Htmi, 
Port  iloj-ftl. 
North  Edlnto. 


*SaiUiiK  vftsscla. 

Preparing  to  jjo  nortli. — Nm'foU'  Packet^  T.  A.  W'tnl^  Oifmnf, 
Pat/mee,  Irin^  CammUun^  Azulm^  Para^  Prevton^  Wtmah'n'kon^  Otn^a- 
nium. 

Gone  north  since  the  l^t  of  June. — Bru&n^  Mingoe^  Naidiu'k^t^  Not*- 
wu'h^  Passaic^  Pot&tHJfA*a^  Sonoma^  Sfinford.,  Smithy  Supply.,  Wami<utt<t^ 
Willtamn, 
Preparing  for  foreign  service. — Juniata, 
y^xy  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Dahlokkn, 
Rear- Admiral,,  (Vaainundiinj  South.  Atlaatic  Squadvui. 

[Hon.  Gideon  Welles.] 


Repon't  of  Acting  Master  Monidly  U.  S.  yitvi/^  regarding  cfdt on  found 
im  the  iirhoo7ier  Charlotte,  captured  in  Coojur  lHoer. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 
Charhj^t-on  Jfarhor,  S.  C,  June  A'T,  ISGo. 
Sin:  I  would  moat  respectfully  report  that,  while  doing  dut}^  up 
Cooper  River  in  March  last,  I  captured  the  schooner  Chavloite^  loaded 
with  wood,  and  sent  her  down  to  Charleston  to  Captain  Ridgely,  then 
senior  officer  present.  I  have  since  ascertained  that  there  was  found 
on  l>oard  of  her  about  3i  bales  of  cotton,  which  was  shipped  north  per 
U.  S.  S.  MasHOchuMettH, 

Kespectfully,  your  olnnlient  servant, 

F.  M.   MONTFXL, 

Acting  Master,  U,  S,  Namj. 

Rear-Admiral  .Ioiin  A.  Dahlgren, 

(Jommanding  South  Atlantic  Wockading  Si/uadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Ihihlgren^  U.  S.  Xavtj,  to  the  prize  eom- 
ini^isionei'  at  Btntion^  regarding  the  steamer  Transport. 

Flagship  Piiiladklpiiia, 
Charleston  Harbor,,  S.  6'.,  June  70.,  JSG5. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  duplicate  receipt  of 
Lieutenant   Henry   Hagcns,   acting  assistant    quarteniiaster,    U.    S. 
Army,  for  the  Northern  District  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  for 
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tW  stoiin)er  kiK*wii  us  the  Tr^mnpifri ^  oapture(!  on  thp  pva«'Uiiti<»n  of 
Chaiicptxjo,  aud  heretofore  reported  for  adjudication. 
Very  reapeetf idly,  your  obedient  Borvant, 

J.  A.  Dahujren, 
iiinr-Adhundy  Comdg.  SotttJi  Ailtiniic  BhH-hniliuj  Stjwulrtfti, 

Commodore  John  Popr, 

i^ize  Coin tni^tt ton ery  lifM^fn^  Mass. 


Ui^ort  of  OmiwQiuler  H^unohh^  U.  S.  Navij^  tranAmiittnef  copy  of 
in'det'  of  Rmtr-Adinmil  Ihihl^ren^  U.  S.  Navy^  tmn«ferrirty  the  ctrnt- 
mandofUt^  South  AtUtvtk^  St/wtdron. 

IT.  S.  S.  DONEOAI., 

•  Chat-f^ffw,  S.  C,  Jtuw  IS,  fSGff. 
Sir:  I  enclo^  herewith  a  copy  of  an  order  from  Kcar- Admiral  John 
A.  Dahlgren,  trausferring  to  me  the  conmiand  of  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron. 

I  sliall  return  to  Port  Royal  this  p.  m. 

1  am,  «ir,  very  resi>eetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VVm.  Hkynolds, 
Commatid^r  aftd  Av/w/*  Ojictr  /'rrttf^iL 
Hon.  Gideon  Weu,k», 

Secreiuty  of  the  Na^if^   Wtuhin^t^n,  D.  C 

[EucliMurt.] 

FlJ^Oftinr    1*HILAI)KU-HIA, 

CharJ,stat,  Uarhor,  S,  C„  June  17,  ISGh, 

Sir:  Confnnuably  to  the  authority  given  by  the  Navy  nepartnirnt, 
in  cjLse  of  \X\K\  noiinrrival  of  Kear-Admiral  Itadford.  J  transfer  to  you 
the  I'ouiujand  of  \iw  South  Atliiutic  Stjuaihori. 

The  nuinl)er  of  stcunicrs  hud  U'eu  n'dui'i'd  below  ibi'  number  fixed 
by  the  Deparhmnit  before  I  received  ltd  order;  hut  the  number  of  tuf^s 
will  riMiuiri'  further  reduction. 

1  will  take  \\\k\\  nie  the  I\tn'iU'f\  (rt'i'mumn^  and  Iium. 

Kui-lo^ed  i.s  a  list  of  the  snuadron,  showing;;  what  ven-siils  remain,  and 
their  stations,  together  with  the  disposition  contemplated  of  this 
HUrptUH  U\\r». 

Muster  rolls  of  the  officers  are  al.»w  enciloned,  and  are  tx>  l)o  forwarded 
to  the  Navy  Department:  those  of  the  men  require  more  time,  and 
should  be  TiMulv  by  the  time  Hear-Adniiral  Uadford  arrives;  they  are 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  Hureau  of  K<|uipnii'i]it  and  Korruitint,''. 

An  enquiry  has  been  ordered  to  asceriain  the.  property  that  belonged 
to  the  rebel  Navy  Department,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  din'ctit>nH 
of  the  Navy  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  DAHI..OREN, 

Rear-Advimd^  Ournmandimj. 
Commander  W'm,  UKiTioi.ns, 

^Utt/skip. 
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p^rUihiing  U>  tJtf  South  Atl^mlic  Sgu/idi'on.  at  th*-  thur  "/  hiit  H'ith- 
drai/xtl yrtim.  <vfinmand^ 

Flagship  Pa^\'>ee. 
Of  WitAhhiifttm  CUy,  Jun^  21,  J865. 

Sik:  (V>nformablv  to  Qw  autlioritv  granted  hy  ihi*  Dojjartmpnt's 
oomniuiiu-ation  of  tne  l*th  of  June,  1  left  Charleaton  on  the  iTth  June 
and  Hirivwl  h**i*«»  to-cliiv. 

The  Di'ijartmenrs  (iii*ection  of  the.  .Hist  only  rearhed  me  on  the  14th 
June,  witli  thus*,*  of  tbe  9tb. 

I'lnier  u  previous  order  to  send  home  vessels  that  needeil  much 
re[HiU%  or  were  inetBcieiit,  I  had  neut  home  so  many  ve^isol;*  (li^t 
annexeii  A)  that  the  force  was  reduced  l>elow  the  nuintier  of  nleniners 
(15)  tixcd  by  the  Department. 

Under  the  orders  of  the  Department  to  approve  of  all  volunt**or  res- 
ig^nations.  and  to  allow  those  to  return  who  did  re.sign,  it  may  not  have 
lieen  j>ossiblt»  to  pres4»rvfi  to  the  rcriiuiniiifj  VKSsels  th<»ir  exact  comnle- 
nient  of  otKcers.  but  they  are  not  piubalfly  very  fur  from  what  tney 
should  l>e. 

There  h  no  deficiency  of  men  in  the  squadron  at  presents  but  the 
return  of  those  haviuj^  otdy  three  months  to  s*'rve,ntid  of  thos**  whose 
times  an*;  out  and  will  Im»  condemned  by  medical  surve3',  will  soon  Icflvc 
none  to  supply  deticiencie.^, 

A  liht  of  vesselM  remaining  on  the  station  is  annexed  (B).  from 
whielrthe  iVpartment  will  wrceive  thai  th«  numlter  of  tugs  remain- 
ing exceeds  that  designated  by  the  Department. 

1  bring  home  two,  (Jeraniinn  and  //vV,  as  samples  of  those  which 
have  pixjved  most  useful  for  the  wpmdron  service- /rVm/^/H/n  (side- 
wheel)  and  /m  (sere.w)-and  counuend  them  to  the  notice  of  the 
Uepurtment. 

The  least  efficient  of  the  othei*  tugs  will  lie  sent  north  a8  soon  as 
the'v  can  be  refitted,  some  needing  much  repair  oven  for  the  trip. 

In  order  toeomply  with  the  directions  of  the  Department  r(»s|iecting 
the  proi)erty  that  may  have  I>elonged  to  or  contr()IIc<l  by  the  rebel 
Navy,  it  was necessjiry  to  institute  an  enquiry,  whiih  I  have  done;  it 
will  report  when  it  has  concludeAl.  What  was  on  tlie  water  I  have 
already  taken:  but  there  is  believed  to  be  some  ashon*. 

The  Department  wilt  perceive  by  order  No.  5h  that  J  l>egan  to 
ei^onomizc  the  use  of  coid  at  an  early  <late. 

As  the  Ptiwm'f  i-equired  extensive  repairs  and  my  own  llagship  was 
not  seaworthy,  1  shifted  my  flag  to  the  Pmmiee^  m  order  to  return 
ni)rth. 

The  following  officers  of  my  staff  accompany  me: 

Fleet  Captain  J.  M.  Bradford,  Fleet  .Surgeon  William  Johnson, 
Fleet  En|rineer  Robert  Dauby;  Aid,  Lieutenant-Canimnnder  Mat- 
thews; Aid,  Knsign  E.  J.  Dichman;  Fleet  Pilot  William  Hafl'ards, 
At'ting  Assistant  Paymaster  Charles  Cowley,  Admii-alV  Secretary 
II.  L.  Peterson,  Acting  Ensign  Walter  Cooper,  Acting  Ensign  John 
McNally,  Fleet  Captain's  Clerk  C.  W.  Ames. 

Fleet  Paymaster  Watmnugh  Inus  l»een  ordered  to  Philnd(>lphia,  with 
instructions  to  report  to  the  Department  for  further  oi*ders,  and  Flag 
Lievitenant  .lames  O'Kano  has  been  ordered  to  Boston  in  connection 
with  the  proceedings  pending  at  the  prize  court  thei-e.  He  will  report 
to  me  at  this  place  when  he  has  concluded. 
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Of  fhcise,  all  appointments  made  by  me  cease  wheu  my  lluj^  is  liaulod 
down. 

Tlie  othiM*  {jentlftmen  desiro  Hiuih  leave  as  it  may  please  the  l^eiwrt- 
ment  to  pi*unt. 

As  Keiir-Adminil  Itadford  had  not  arrived  on  the  ITtli,  citfht  days 
after  the  date  of  hi^  orders,  and  as  the  nuiiibt>r  of  steamers  had  been 
reduced  niucli  ludow  the  limit  as^ij^ned  by  the  Department,  and  as 
some  delay  in  icpairs  would  he  neces.sary  in  order  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  tues.  I  avaiU'd  myself  of  the  permission  jrivcn  by  the  Depjirt- 
ment  and  turned  over  tlie  command  to  Commander  Iteynolds,  the  next 
line  oificer  in  rank  to  mywelf. 

A  copy  of  the  orders  given  to  him  is  annexed. 

T  encUwo  copiei*  of  my  Itxai  general  uihUt.s  t«»  the  Department,  Nos. 
ti4  and  I15. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l»c,  very  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAiaOKEN, 

Retir- Admiral^  U.  S.  Nai^. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkwjw, 

Secntart/  qf  thtt  A^ant/, 


DiMtrShtftttm  uf  vemda  of  ihe  iy>\dh  All^tniw  Siptadron^  Jtdy  /,  1SQ5, 


RUUon. 


R«,quarlu. 


I 


Hydfiaipes..... 

Cktaktll 

CKlvpan 

Phfladc]phtH 

•Adams 

'Bltutt 

•Hopo..... 

rkUOpK 

sub.rr. 

JonqaU 

CIoTcr  

Boroe...  

*Ni;w  HMinpMhlre , 

Conemnuiili 

Wuido 

Daffodil 

AraUinm 

Amnniiitlias 

l^bumtim 

Thrvf  Ni;w{Mirt  btMbi . 

■Cbwnbeni 

*Rao«r 

Thttndn - 

Grtffllh , 

UcbinlnK 

DoneKAl 

dmarron 

a«onre  W.  Rodx«ni 

(llsimntUR 

JflfthWlt 

Emnui 

Bopbranl* 

Piwton 

Pira 

McPonoDgb 

Prtlit 

OtUWB 

ChaUunn 

ValtPijalva 

Bwm7. 

rercy  Dnylun ., 

CoqueUe 

M*U 

Oleander 

nhkM 


OecrKBlown 

CbArlenluii  Uubur. 
,.Jo 


..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
..do... 


I'urtaoyKl 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

TyiMM 

do 

WnwAwHnund , 


(tevannAli  Klvcr. 

Frnundina 

do 

St.  John's 

IMrtiloyiU 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

.....do 

do 

...Jlo 

do 

do 


rrt-tMirttiR  ti>)(n  iiurtli. 

QiuiranUut:  and  llfttit  virm*!. 


Tviider. 
Ttniitvr. 


KviHilrliiiC. 

Mi*. 
RocHiriiix,  KulliiilfSquadniti. 
It«iuUriitg. 

Dow 

Da 

Do. 

I>o. 

IHi 

autk. 

lAld  up. 

Do. 

Do. 

D<>. 
Kupply  Mores. 
North,  to  tnw  mauttor. 


•Sailing  vcescU. 
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Ditilnlmlion  of  trMfh  of  the  South  AUatUic  SqiKidron,  Jnbj  J,  tSdii — Continued. 


VeKscl. 


Station. 


Itomarks. 


I*awnee '  With    Keiir- Adiniml    Dah Ijrrcn.    Du- 

I  I      tachcd  and  ucn  t  iiurtli  Mdcu  Itust  list. 

Wlssahlckon . 

Carnation 

lATkspur 

Geranmin 

lri« 

Canonlciu  ... 

Azalea 

Sweet  BriiT . 


Norfolk  racket. 

Ward 

Dandelion 

Camella 

Nahant 

Para 

Preston 

Patapeeo 

Juniata 

Fort  DonelHuu  . 


Port  Royal. 

do 

do 

do 


Trannport TranRfcrrtfl  tn  Army. 


Do. 
I>o. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Preraring  lo  go  iiortli. 

Preparing  to  go  north  In  drudge. 

Left  for  other  miimdniti-i. 
Do. 


WiLMAM   KeTNOLI>S, 

CttmiiKtndw  and  Senior  (Officer  Prfseut. 


U.  S.  Ship  Nkw  Hampshire, 
Part  Roynl  Harhor,  S.  C,  Juhj  J,  ISb'o. 
Sir:  The  following  vessels  have  left  for  the  north  since  the  do|mrt- 
ure  of  Rear-AdmiralDahlgren: 


Vtiwel. 


Canonlcus 

Norfolk  packet . 

Atalea 

Larkspur 

Carnation 

T.A.Ward 

Sweet  Brier 

Camelta 

Dandelion 


Date. 


June  19 

June  23 
Jane  '27 

....do... 

....do... 
June  30 
June  27 


Tort  left. 


Portltoyul,  S.  0 


.do. 
-do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


DostiiiHtioii. 


.do I  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

-do I  Now  YorV. 

.do Do. 


Philadelphia.  Pa.,  in  tow  of  U.  S.  8. 

Connecticut. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Bofiton.  Mam, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Do. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

Wm.  Kkynolds, 
(■oiiuiumdifr  and  Seni»r  Officer  Prcuriit. 
Hon.  GiDKON  AVkli.es. 

Secretary  offfif.  Navy. 


Ordirr  qfffu}  Siereinry  of  the  Xttvy  to  Artintj  Utar-Atimrrol  Bad^ 
V.  S,  JVrin/^  rt'(/orat)ty  tht>  further  redactUm  <f  fh-'  Attttidie  Sfj 
nm-  under  hh  commaiid. 


<ii  Padfrrd^ 
^(jt((rd- 


Navy  Department,  dtdy  7,  186'o. 
Sir:  The  Atlantic  Squadron  under  your  conmiand  will  })e  reduced, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  ten  vessels  in  all,  which  nnniber  is 
to  embrace  tugs,  storesnips,  etc.     You  can  select  that  number  and  send 
all  others  nomi. 
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Thp  workj-hops  iit  Tort  Uoyal  will  l>c  (iisoontinuofi  und  nil  hired 
employos  paid  off  ami  disrharj^ed.  A  pa-ssuge  nortii  iniiy  ho  alFordod 
to  thofsp  wiio  dpsirt*  it. 

The  y^ip  TLuiipuhire  niiiy  bo  kept  iit.  Port  Hoyul  ns  ii  receiving  and 
«tore  ship. 

The  uion  ttf  tho  Htjuadron  uuiMt  Jic  used  for  puttinjj  such  repaivH  on 
the  vessels  as  they  imiy  iiood  und  whicli  nin  l>c  made  without  seudiug 
thpin  to  a  nu\  y  yurd. 
The  storehoui^es  at  IJt'uufort,  N.  C,  will  Iw  di»(.'untinucd. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Wktj.es, 
SeGrfltary  of  the  Na/oy. 
Aotinjj  Kear- Admiral  Wm.  RAPPonD. 

Coinnmndhtu  Atlttnttc  iStpunIrnn^  Part  Jinynl. 
Puplirato  .sent  un  thu  KHh  instant. 


L 


OttJti*  oftJi*i  Stx't't.t4iry  of  the  N*Jt/9^  to  Actimj  ReaT-Admintl  Railfurdy 
U.  S.  Nary,  ruf/ftrditiy  a  rtfducti&ri  in  th^  number  of  the  o^ern  muter 
hia  ommiUHl. 

Navy  DKrAKTMKNT,  .////yft*,  ISGfi. 
Sue;  AVh«n  tlm  Atlimlir  Sijiiadnm  is  rrducod  to  ton  vcssrls,  a» 
directed  by  the  Dopaitniont  in  its  instiUL'tions  to  you  yesterday,  or 
HoomM*  if  Iht'  M'rvictw  of  thost^  offici-rs  ran  Im  disjK'tiscd  willi,  you  will 
Hond  Ikhiio.  all  ticet  ,stnlf  otfic4>rs,  rx(**'|il  the  followinL'*  which  you  can 
retain  on  yourstalF,  totfpther  witli  your i^ccrcbiry  anu  clerk,  viz,at!cet 
captain,  a  ticet  lieuti'tiant,  and  an  actiny  cusigu. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  Wkm.ks, 
Secrettiry  of  thv  Navy, 
Acting  Uoar-Adniiral  "Wm.  RAi>hY>RD. 

Votutnaadhuj  Atiniifir  Sfjmu!ron^  Ptrrt  Rnyal^  S,  C\ 


Dittrihution  of  VdKJtt'h  of  tha  South  AHnfUtv  St/utul/im^  July  15^  h%6. 


VtMvL 


Remarlu. 


Dyilnnxea -, , 

ChIviku) ., 

l!onciiuiixh .... ........ 

•Blum 

Amaninthnii 

Cnljil|>K 

•Hopv .' 

Hume ,„.- 

Junqull  ..— 

I'liiVtT 

*AdiimH ...., ... 

Mnb 

New  UompsUlni 

piiilft^i'iphift 

WmiIo... 

DoffCHllI 

ArvtltUMi...........^ 

Ifontvitt , 

l^buniuta Z ». 

HisHlt 

Thrvi;  Nt'Wpiirl  iMhiln 

ChambiTii 


OeoiMtovni,  S.  r.... 

Clunfsftuii  JlnrlKir . . 

do 


Prcpnilng  tu  go  tiurth. 

Ho. 
Quarniitiui'  nnU  IikIii  vewv). 
Survcyi.*-!  nml  ci'Tiiii'inricl. 
Stuff  vewh'l. 

l^ntky:  (tiirvfycd  nii'l    rciommfixliHl 
In  gir  uortli. 


.  ..OD  ... 

...do .....'  Qiuininllnuvawl, 

*Salllug  vesKla, 
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JftJitrihuiion  of  vexifeU  of  the  South  AUnniic  Stjnwlron,  Jitlij  J'>,  IS'S't — (^lutinued. 


Veawl. 


*Racer 

•Thunder 

•GriflUh 

*LifrbtniDg 

Cimarron 

•George  W.  Ro«!Bfn* . 

Oladioluit 

Emma 

•Sophronia 

McDonoinfh 

Ottawa 

Chatham 

ValpamiiK) 

•Swift 

•Percy  Draytim 

•Cwiuettc 

•Mall 

01eaiid«r 

Fahkee  

Catsklll 


♦Para.... 

Mahant  .. 
Preston  ., 
l>HlainK;o . 


Station. 


Tybeo 

do 

Waasaw  Sound . 

do 

Pemandlna 

do 

St.  John's 

Port  Royal 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Kfmarks. 


Port  Roynl 

do 

do 


TendtT. 
Tcndfir. 


RepulrhiK- 

Rvpairins;  t^t  Gulf  Squadron. 


Repairing. 
Hulk. 
Laid  up. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Supply  stores. 
North  t«i  I 


tow  monitor. 
Detached  and  )<ent  north  sfuce  last 

list:  In  tow  of  Connecticut. 
Detached  and  sent  north  since  la.st 

lint. 
Preparlnt;  tt)  ro  north. 

Do. 
Prepariny  toga  north;  dretlgt;. 


•  Sailing  ve«Mel.t. 


WiFXiAM  Reynolds, 
Cof/imtindff  find  Senior  Officer  Prtnent, 


Lettt-r  from  Acthaj  Rt^tr- Admiral  Radford^  U,  A'.   Narij^  io  Major ' 
Gencnd  GiUmorc^  U.  S.  Army. 

PoKT  Royal  IIaubok,  July 'M^  1866. 
General:  By  order  of  the  lionomble  Secretary  of  the  Navy  I  have 
assumed  coniinand  of  the  Atlantic  Squadron.  The  limits  of  the  com- 
mand arc  from  Cape  Florida  on  the  south  to  York  River  on  the  north. 
In  <'onse(iueiK'0  of  the  reduction  of  tlie  squadron,  hitely  ordered.  I 
am  oonstniiiied  to  withdraw  tlie  <|uaraiitine  schooner  Chatnbcns  from 
her  station.     She  is  to  he  sent  north. 

I  trust  1  need  not  assure  you  of  my  desire  to  cooperate  with  you  on 
ail  occasions  when  tin;  service  of  the  stiuadroii  under  my  command  can 
in  any  way  conduee  to  the  puhlii*  j^oofl. 

1  am,  <jeneml,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Acfhuj  Uftir- Admiral^  Ofiunmmfhifj  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Major-UeuemI  Q.  \.  (iillmoue, 

Hilton  lUmL 


Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford^  U.  A*.  Xary^  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  de  Krafft,^  [J,  S.  ^^avy,  retjardi/uj  Munh/n  property  in 
Charleston  Harbor. 

Port  Royal,  July  26,  I860. 
Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  makean  agreement  with  Mr.  M.  M.  Gray 

for  raising  sunken  property  belonging  to  the  rebel  Government  in 


ATLJjrnc 


OK. 


55S 


Qmriertoa  ELartiOC  on  a  salTsipe  of  the  net  prooecd»  oi  iW  smlh  ml  0i 

You  will  br  carirfal  to  s«*  th»t  privnto  wviwrtv  i#  fto*  interfered 

with:  -   ■  h  atf^  tbc  Goremnient  \m^  n  fiill  cfaum  tcK 

••jM-ctfullv,  etc., 

Lieutnunt-Conuawider  J.  C  P.  pk  KjuuprT, 


HWA&er  dM4^  condition  of  ih^  remfiM  nf  kU  tmrnMOMti. 

V.  S.  FLA4i:siiir  Mai.vkkn. 

I  hnvr  tbo  honor  t<»  stat**  thai  I  rind  n  list  of  f(»rly-four  \ej<wi»ls 
(of  nil  «U!*!seH)  in  thi"  late  SniUj  Atlantic  S|uadron. 

Hut  four  >toanKTx,  tlio  /  )i/t/jMtK  f  '<truj/nitir;h^  ff^mf^fttf,  and  h'mnttt 
(under  ri*|Mir>*),  and  mmiio  of  the  tngs.  are  tit  for  si'rvi*'e.  Tho  :sti'«ni- 
crs  aJxnr  named  (rxi-eiit  <  '*i/.vy>w)  will  he  rotainrd  in  thp  Ht|imdron.  I 
am  rollet-ting  the  vosstel**  a**  rapidly  a?*  passihlo  at  ihi-*  j>lflr(\  whon  they 
will  U»  onl<*red  to  HI1  up  with  nil  the  pit*vision?^  und  ordnnni***  stun^ 
they  <-an  stow  and  then  be  dispiitehod  north. 

Thr  Jffnnf\  ('/Mr/rtAtTJ*.  and  -ftJui  Af/'i/nj'  will  laike  with  them  all  the 
otore^  they  ean  carry. 

Tlie  StntfA  Cartfflmt  (storpHhip)  Is  l)ein^  ]oa<l(Hi  with  |wvumster*» 
:rt*>rr«  for  Philadelphia.  The  cfredp*  J'i/ftfjMfyj  will  go  luirl^i  in  low 
of  the  J/t/t/nihf/f^i  (tug):  the  Iniiler  and  crane  will  Ik*  -rnt  in  another 
vess»*l. 

I  doubt  if  the  I*r>yt"n  can  Ite  sold  here.  1  think  Aw  was  iippmiscd 
far  lH\vond  her  value,  coninierciaUy.  If  not  sold,  she  will  l>e  lowed  to 
Uanipton  Hoa<l.-4. 

The  Phihid^fjthia^  side-wht'cl  river  ttoat,  \»  rei) refuted  a**  not  .sea* 
worlliy;  the  OuufinnJor.  Mrlhmnuijh  as  having  Ler  lK»tt*Mn  where  the 
copper  isoff  l«idly  eaten  hy  worms;  the  n,  M,  /V////,  side-wlicd  hi;r, 
a**  luiseaworthy;  the  Cimthitm^  a  i>rize  stejuner.  of  "1  feet  dnifl.  iw 
un^teaworthy.  1  would  ivsix'clfully  rrcouunend  the  siilr  of  these 
vess(»ls  at  Savunniili.  where,  in  ermsiMiuence  of  the  Marcily  of  li(fht- 
dnifl  river  stcunnM>,  I  luii  under  the  uupresHiou  better  prii-i's  could 
l»e  obtained  f«)r  them  tiuui  at  a  Northern  nort,  and  the  risk  and  ex|«'»so 
of  ^endiii^  tbeui  north  would  be  avoidea. 

The  sloop  iWf'if  Drttiftou,  a  small  vessel  of  about  :iO  t*.)nH,  uiijiflit  be 
sold  here;  to  send  her  north  she  would  require  a  tiew  uiasl. 

The  hulk  Vfi/jHt/'ttiMt*  has  been  used  its  a  smallpox  liospital.  She 
leaks  hadly.  luifl  is  of  ut>  ^ervno  at  ijreseut. 

The   }\'ifn(/f>  will  be  dis]mtclied  to  iSevv  Y<u*k  t(»-inorrow. 
1  aoi,  very  resi^ectfuUy.  your  obedient  servant, 

Ai'Ufnj  RfHir  Afinn't*tt/. 
Hon.  (in)i:<)N  Wkllhs, 

Se*T^tftry  of  tfu'  Navy^Wat*hiTtfft4tu^  D.  (\ 

There  are  three  Newport  boatn  horo  which  might  be  sold.  For  onv 
*aO(>  huve  IwL'u  otfered. 
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Iie}»oH  of  Actltuj  Hear- Admiral  Rdd/ot'd^  17.  S.  Navy,  franJtmitting 
report  rcffardhifj  trrecks  of  hlockada  runnttrs  utml'  in  CIurrU»ton 
Jiarhor. 

Fi-AfJSHiP  Malvern, 
Port  Royal ,  S.  C,  July  27^  1865. 
Silt:  I  have  the  hoi.or  to  (mk^Iosc  herewith  the   report  of  Actinjf 
Vohinteer  Lieutenant  William  L.  Churchill,  in  relation  to  wrecks  of 
blockade  runners  sunk  in  Charleston  Harbor. 

By  the  endorsement  of  Ijieutenant-Comnmnder  de  Ki-atft  it  appears 
that  he  considers  it  a  wjiste  of  money  to  further  pursue  the  work. 
Shall  I  break  up  the  organization  and  order  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Churchill  north? 

By  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  the  senior  officer  at 
Charleston  has  been  authorized  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  M. 
M.  Gray,  of  Charleston,  to  raise  sunken  vessels,  etc.,  on  a  salvage  of 
60  per  cent. 

1  have  the  honor  to  Im^,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
ArtifKj  Hcar-Adfiiind. 

Hon,  Gideon  Wei,i-es, 

Secretary  if  the  Nitmj.,  Waahiiujttm.,  D.  C 

[EncioMnri;.] 

U.  S.  8(^HOONEU  Hope, 
Vhnrlentoii  llorhtr.  S.  C,  July  /'7,  if^iyi}. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  recovered  everything  of 
value  from  the  wreck  of  the  Beatrice  and  tlie  wreck  lying  near  lier — 
name  unknown.     1  have  also  examined  the  wrecks  of  the  Mluho  and 
Pi'iixcc  Alhei't;  tind  them  sanded  so  Iwidly  that  mtthing  can  be  recov- 
ered.    There  is  still  another  wreck  on   Drunken   Dick,   said   to  be 
outward  Iwund  and  loaded  with  cotton.     She  has  been  there  a  long 
time  and  her  cargo  is  probal)ly  woi'thless.     I  have  looked  at  her,  but 
am  not  fully  satisfied  as  to  her  cargo.     Have  made  a  partial  examina- 
tion of  the  wreck  of  the  Ruttle.sn.ah\  lying  near  Breach   Iidet.     She 
is  in  the  surf,  and  can  not  be  work(?d  to  any  advantage. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CuuRriiiLL, 
Ardiitj    Volunteer  Lirutenant,  (_  oinmai>din<j. 

[Acting  Kear-Adniiral  Wm.  Wadkoud.J 


RejM/rt  if  AetiiKj  Uear-Admiral   Rivlford^    f^.    S.   Av/r//,   refjarding 

propoHttiony  for  niisitxf  .sunken    Confdt  raft  property  in  Clnirleston 

Ilarhor  and  ifM  frilmtar/fs. 

Ft.A(;siiir  Malvkkn, 
J'ort  Royal,  S.  (\,  Ato/t/st  J,  ISO.',. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  proposition  of  M.  M, 
Gray  for  laising  sunken  rebel  property  in  Charleston  Harbor  and  its 
tributaries-  togt^ther  with  additional  articles,  to  wliich  Mr.  Gray 
agrees. 

If  these  propositions  should  meet  the  views  of  the  Department,  will 
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I 
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it  hv  plrasrd  lo  ntiirn  lliom  to  inc.  ami  I  will  iiumofliately  enter  into 
a  iontnu't  with  Mr.  (iniy  fru-  niisinjy  tlic  siinkrn  pronerty. 

1  huve  the  honor  to  bo,  very  rospcotfully.  your  olwnient  stTviiiit, 

\Vm.  ItADtvmu, 
At'tlmj  Jiiw-Admtrtt/. 

lion.  (rIDKDN    WKM.fX, 

Sfrnittrf/  *{f  the  Navy^   WoMhitujUm^  IK  i '. 

I  KncloniTV.I 

CiUULESTON.  -fulff  -iL  IHOii. 
HuNOKKii  Sir:  I  ho^  leuve  to  ronew  my  applii'iilion  iind  iirjrtM'miMit 
to  misc  till*  oJtstruition  in  CharlpNton  Hiirlioriuui  trilmtarifs  thut  is: 
1  ajfrci'  to  nuMe  all  ivIk*!  ^sunken  i>ropcrty,  H  suiilaMii  nln'l  ramn,  Vhtiifca- 
ton^  ^,'/(«v//v/,  Piihiititt?  Statt\  and  1  jrvmlM)at;  7  Idockjidc  runni?rs,  2  <jf 
whioh  arc  on  Lonj:^  Island  Bt'iicli.  4  opposite  Kent  MoiiUrii'.  the  utlinr 
alongsi<lo  Nortlieiistern  l^uli'oad  wimrf;  rbuin  and  Iwoin  obstriu-tion 
from  MouUrif  to  8uniter  and  IIo^  Island  Channel:  3  bull  tor- 
[KhIoos  on  UrUidliciti  Koud.  on  the  folldwiny  terms  iiti<l  conditions:  I 
will  fiirnisb  nil  th«^  Tuoiins  and  applianecH  for  dnini/  said  W4>rk,  jtjfivinjj 
the  L'nitvd  Stutos  (Jovornnu-nt  -4'>  prr  <t'nt  uf  tlio  net  pnxroods,  una 
reserving'  tju  pi-r  cent  for  myself.  TIk*  sunken  property  raised  to  be 
wold  from  lime  to  lime  us  the  e4>Mmiundin;r  naval  oflirer  may  dt-em  fiiost 
to  the  interest  of  the  parties  coneerned*  In  order  to  enaldeme  (<>  prose- 
cute the  said  work.  I  a^ree  lo  commence  the  work  between  the  date 
of  this  agreement  and  the  15th  Aug"ust,  lSt>5,  and  complete  it  by  the 
ir)th  Aujriist,  18r»f>.  1  also  claim  protection,  as  furastheNavy  I)t*jwirt- 
ment  bits  (he  rij^ht  to  give,  from  all  interference  and  intermeddliiij^of 
all  and  any  other  person  or  persons  in  my  prosecuticui  of  thi*  witniii 
contra<rt  atid  j>roM(s  arisinj^  tlierefrotn. 

With  considerations  of  ^reut  re.sp<rct,  your  ol>edienl  servant, 

M.  M.  (iKAY. 

Rear-Adminil  Kauforh. 

[Sndonwmviit.] 

July  81, 11865.  | 
It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  Gniy  expects  or  binds  himself 
to  mise  any  vess*-!  entire,  btil   to  recover  iron.  inuchin*'ry,  and  such 
property  as  ean  be  recovered  fruni  them. 

J.  ('.  P.    1)K  KlIAKtTj 

Lieuhutant-thnivMndev  fJwl  iicnittr  Offictrt  Present. 
[Svi-untl  endi»reeffleiit.J 

The  proeeeds  of  the  sale  will  bw  received  by  the  ajrent  of  the  (iov- 
ernmenl,  who  will  jmiv  amount  to  the  vaUn'  tio  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceedM  of  the  .sah',  tlie  n'mabiin<,'  H>  pi-r  cent  to  be  de[iosited  in  the 
ijublic  Treasury  iu  the  uiaiiiier  the  Dcpartmeut  maj'  direct. 


Additional  articles  proptwed  by  nio,  to  whicli  Mr.  Gmy  agreed, 
July  'M,  lSfi5: 

I'hat  all  property  recovered  is  to  lie  Htored  in  a  secure  place,  with- 
out cost  of  any  kind  to  the  Oovernmeut.  in  charge  of  <'onipetetil 
watehmen.     The  Goveromeut  af^nt  to  have  free  access  wt  viVi  \l\xaftA^ 
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and  to  be  kept  supplied  with  lists  of  all  property  stofed  or  recovered, 
and  to  be  informed  of  all  projxisod  sales. 

Bills  of  all  expenses  incurred  in  this  work  to  be  at  all  times  open  to 
inspection  of  Government  agent,  that  he  may  be  satisfied  of  the  return 
of  net  proceeds. 

Government  agent  to  be  kept  informed  of  all  work  in  hand — wHen 
it  is  completed  in  any  locality — and  when  any  change  of  locality  is 
proposed.  All  agreements  for  sale  nmst  bo  in  presence  of  this  agent, 
and  previoas  to  all  sales  notice  nuist  be  published  in  a  i*esponsil>le 
paper  in  this  city  [Oharleston,  8.  C]  for  ten  days  in  advance  of  sale. 
No  sale  to  be  valid  unless  in  presence  of  the  Government  agent,  who 
will  certif\'to  e^ichsale,  amount  and  kind  of  property  sold,  and  amount 
of  proceeds. 

The  amount  act-ruing  to  the  Government  from  each  sale  to  be 
deposited  by  the  purchaser  to  the  credit  of  the  Navv  Department,  in 
such  bank  as  may  be  designated  (there  being  no  put)lic  depository  in 
this  trity)  in  presence  of  the  Government  agent,  before  the  delivery  of 
goods. 

In  event  of  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the  articles  of  agreement, 
or  diligeutlv  prosecuting  it,  tfie  work  to  be  susi>ended  and  tnis  agree- 
ment annullcQ  at  the  pleasure  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  all  goods 
or  pi'opeilj'  on  hand  to  remain  in  tlic  possession  of  the  Government. 

J.  C.  P.  i>E  Krafft, 
Lhutenant-Vomiiunider  and  Sen  f or  Officer  Present, 


Hepin't  of  AdijKj  Rear-Adtniral   Radf<trd,   U.    S.   Navi/^  regarding 
(jener'd  f/Jfairx  of  the  ttquadron. 

No.  lli>.]  Flaoshii*  Maia'ern, 

Port  Jioyah  S.  (\,  Autjmt  S,  1S65. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  toreiwrt  that  theU.  8.  S.  Doioyal  and  Emtiia 
have  both  !)een  ordered  north  to  tow  the  Ph'dtidtlphia  and  Prrnton.. 

J  shall  ])e  one  vessel  short  of  uiy  complement  should  neither  of  these 
steamers  return,  imd  1  would  respectfully  nMiuest  that  the  Department 
would  be  pleased  to  send  me  a  modenito  draft  regular  war  steamer,  to 
whose  commander  I  might  give  the  sui)ervision  of  tlie  southern  por- 
tion of  my  conunand,  from  Savannah  to  Cape  Klorida. 

The  bitter  feeling  known  to  exist  l)etweeM  tim  wliiteand  black  ra<*es 
at  present,  t'sjx'ciall y  in  the  neighlmrhood  of  tlie  seacoast,  renders  it 
expedient  that  a  nmn-of-war  should  show  lierself  along  the  coa.st  at 
short  int<'rvals,  and  the  commanding  officer  ought  to  be  one  in  whose 
discretion  confidence  could  be  placed. 

Tht?  r.  S.  S.  McDou^nif/h  has  been  employed  in  niising  anchors  and 
buovs  in  the  inlets  and  harbors. 

The  n»achine  and  carpenter  shops  were  closed  August  7  and  the  men 
sent  to  New  York  in  the  C  S.  S.  Ilonu-. 

Tl»»  machine  shop  at  Charleston  has  also  been  closed. 

I  have  the  Iionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  tjbedient  servant, 

\Vm.   Hadfoui), 
Aritnij  Rriir-Adoi  h'nl. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wellks, 

^tx-rvfart/  (tft/w  jVavij,  WasfitiKjfou^  D.   iJ. 
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irfU'i  frf*m  diary  of  Hear- AdminU  lMhl*jrfn^  iSGIf~<if>, 

(Mdh'T  :?.  181}^.  -Foster  offers  to  evacuate  Fort  Seward.  1  m-cept 
the  otfiT. 

OchJhrr  7. — Eleven  deserteits  ((ierumii)  fioiii  (leoryt^town,  [S.  C.J, 
g-ive  luvurate  u<;couiit  uf  Battery  Wbile.;  heavy,  U)  j^iins,  :i  of  X-jiieh, 
well  lo<iked  out  for;  ne^ro  Htatenient*  evroueous;  woul<l  bave  led  to 
di^anter. 

Ovtijbcr  <S', — I  winh  Farrajufut  would  coiiie.  I  inijtifht  lo  he  at 
Charleston. 

(h'tohcr  It, — Captain  Fox  eJM-aped  from  Charlest<Hi  in  lelu-l  uniform; 
BavM  that  15jfrHt  or  2.">.iMj*imrn  t<iuM  lake  it  in  the  rear:  Uki  Ntrong  iu 
front.     Say.**  yellow  fever  is  Imd  in  (hurU'Hton. 

Ortttftt'V  ifs^.—  PunJlfu-  ninif  in;  liud  ("onvoyed  rfhel  otlieers  from 
Morris  Island  to  l\ila.ski,  the  rninn  ntlieers  U'injr  icinoved  from  rii*o 
in  t'harleston. 

Oii^Ju-r^G. — Two  i>ersonrt  arrived  \vln»  had  11*m1  reheldoni  to  avoid 
conseription.  They  reiK)rt  the  veasel  in  the  I*edee  as  a  (^unhnul.  hut 
not  aide  to  pet  down  yet;  want  of  water.  The  army  hjw  nl  liu-^t  taken 
itM  last  man  from  Huv  I'oint. 

Ot'fol'(rJl.—Kii\y\A  tiring  in  the  outside  blockade  ^Clulrlef^tonJ;  heard 
next  morning  thai  tiie  J*(tirt,.,  had  mi-«taken  the  Jhn  Chinu  for  a 
runner. 

JVffVtrtfib^r  J. — The  nioniton*  ull  in  pliu-e  and  another  wroek  added  to 
the  ornament.s  of  tin*  rlmnnei,  suid  to  1m'  the  ]*li»ra. 

Xfnu'Uihri- o.— h\  the  aflernooii  I  ran  out  in  the  HafriMf  M'HrnU> 
take  a  view  of  the  outer  Itlockading  ground.  Pieked  up  a  Imoy  and 
found  it  HU?*tained  part  of  a  connection  for  some  Hunken  toipedo;  a 
ro]>e  enclosinjf  a  wire  n>pe»  with  copper  wire,  insidatwl  by  gutta- 
|)ercha,  then  wound  with  rope  yarn,  then  overlaid  with  wire,  form- 
ing a  rope. 

Nirvtmih*^r  6 . — Ab*>ut^  p.  m.  reaeh4'dKdisto  River,  ('hannel  narrow 
but  deep.  Thi^  river  is  viewed  a-s  an  important  ruad  to  Charlest4)n. 
Admiral  l>u  I'ont  so  reports  it,  and  in  the  Kevtdution  Ijord  Howe 
piKsed  up  it  with  his  forn-s  and  took  ( -liarleston. 

Xfnu'tnlit:)"^.'i.-  .\lM>ut  :s  arrives  a  note,  conlidential.  ii.sking  it*  I  nil! 
aid  in  a  movement  to  as.-iist  Sherman.  Certainly  ]  will,  and  bef*fre  I 
rtleep  the  ordei*s  are  issued  to  collect  the  light  artillery.  saih»rs,  and 
marines — the  vessels,  too,  are  assigned. 

Nom'inher  Zft.  —  Jfiirn'M  Mttou  went  up  at  3  a.  ni.  for  marines,  and  /  W- 
iiiu\  Captain  Preble,  etc.  About  10  a.  m.  another  letter  from  General 
Foster  asks  two  to  six  gunlwatw  to  cover  and  six  naval  howitzers  to 
asKist.  to  1h'  ready  Mcnulav  evening.  Start  the  lilhh  otl'  for  Muuftn 
and  men;  send  .south  for  Winoim  and  men;  very  busy  with  the  detail. 

Xtyaeinhii'  -21. — Vorv  fogey.  Min^jut  got  iu  la.st  night.  No  Subbath 
to-day  for  us.  The  na^'al  detachment  must  move  to-morrow  niglit 
with  tlie  Iroo|>s,  and  they  are  very  niw,  so  we  nuist  drill  on  Sunday, 
The  otficei-s  are  clever,  and  with  zealous  men,  so  we  get  on.  Th**  biit- 
t^'ry  will  have  six  12-pounders,  two  of  them  ritled.  The  sailor  skir- 
mishers, about  l(i(»,  in  four  half  companies,  and  thi-  marines,  KSO,  in 

companies.     Very  difficult  to  get  the  oflicers  into  the  idea  of 

light  drill  and  open  order;  they  will  mass  the  men.  Wiaxithirhm  and 
Wiwuta  cimie  in.  1  was  ashore  morning  luid  afternoon  looking  on. 
lirood  Itiver  is  to  be  the  scene  of  tvction. 
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i^  -n  till'  morning;  got  all  parts 

^      jM**'^  tln'in  soMii'  notion  of  my  idva. 


^^^      ami  r>ver  sand  liills  witti  howilzorrt. 

In  t  II  nil  jrPttitig  read^'  to  euilarlv.     At  riuiuiown  the  gun- 

l>09ils  /'i/n/t'tn'  iiiul  S/ifif/th-  were  iinmght  t«)  tin*  whurf  and  Imifc  in 
sailors,  nmrincs.  mid  howitzt-rs. 

jVm''ftftfH'r  '^9. — At  4  nVIurk  ii.  in.  1  lookrd  out;  tlicro  was  ti  low  fog" 
hanj^in^  ovt*r  the  wiiltr.  tln'oujrh  which  ve>Hols  might  I)C  gUnipsfd  for 
two  or  ihrf'o  hundird  viinis;  tin*  stars  (dear  alK>vo.  As  si^niats  wer*^ 
uncertain  and  inoxpi'dicnt,  the  U<tri\xt  M*fOn  hati  to  st^'uni  round  and 
order  each  of  six  Ht<'arnors  to  get  underway,  so  that  daylight  waw 
rrlii»ving  tlic  h(jri/.on  as  tho  party  was  .stet-ring  for  Broad  Hivnr,  I 
ahrad.  U^y  l?riidf(>rd  is  n  good  invtonil  iiihd.  It  wiis  a  hilUu*  U'Hi'ction 
that  tho  army  must  In*  fur  iihiad  and  (no  gnnhoats  not  ahnad  to  rowr. 
The  fog  ha<l  thtcki-ned.  so  ihat  the  sliort*H  were  iiist  seen  dimly  Had 
only  the  vojisel  ahead  und  astern.  I  ordere<i  the  /%////<//■  to  lead.  At 
hist,  ahontS:;^ii,  the  pihit  uimoiin<'e4l  that  we  wen*  at  the  landing.  Not 
ton  ininntes  iM'fore  1  had  heard  one  or  t\v)i  loud  haUoos.  and  supposed 
they  eanie  from  some  of  our  soldiers:  hu(  tliero  was  not  a  soldier  nor 
a  Hteamei-  ImiI  my  own,  nor  a  sign  of  life,  hut  tlieie  was  a  littli'  hut 
un<ler  a  tree  for  a  jacket,  and  the  lin»  was  still  liurning.  and  tho  said 
])icket  had  heen  sudtU'nly  astonished  Iiy  the  sight  of  many  hirge  i^tenm- 
ers,  seen  like  ghosts  in  tiie  fog;  so  (dose,  loo,  Mo  was  at  his  hreak- 
fast.  f^^r  the  sweet  potatoes  were  found  on  the  fire:  ga\e  a  y(dl  fot 
some  4fMe  ami  was  o\\.  And  here  I  was,  not  a  sign  of  (he  troops;  they 
had  left  at  •!  oVhu'k.  three  hours  before  me,  and  were  somewhere  in 
the  river.  The  ]»ih>t  was  sure  of  thr^  name  of  iht*  jdare.  and  the  fleet 
citptain  was  sure  of  the  spot  on  the  sketch,  IVrhaps  the  army  had 
gone  elscwViere.  \  lingered  for  a  moment  in  dou)it.  and  was  turning 
downstream  to  make  sure  of  the  place  when  a  siditary  tiunsjwrt  was 
descried  moving  up.  It  was  all  right,  so  in  a  twinkling  tlio  howitzers 
were  put  ashore,  ami  the  men.  I  tandi'd  on  the  relies  of  a  wharf.  A 
lieatttiful  sjx)t.  trulv,  woodland  and  uncultivated  llr-lds,  Imt  -ilcnt  us 
the  grave.  The  sailors  moveil  »|uickly.  and  the  Ic.-tson  of  yestertUiy 
was  imt  in  practice,  howitzers  an<l  men  advancing  to  the  front  in  skir- 
mishing order.  I  walked  up  the  farm  road  with  tin"  fiueincist  nn'n, 
am)  it  wa^  hot  as  summer.  I>caving  the  Imysata  halt  ahout  a  mite 
from  the  river,  I  weat  hack.  It  was  aUmt  1 1  o'clock.  A  few  compii- 
iiies  (tf  colored  troops  were  near  the  sh()re.  s<tun'  f(U'me<l  in  ei-tmpariies 
and  others  ahout  loost*  -  n<)t  a  sign  of  a  im»ve.  Iiut  rather  like  a  colony 
ahout  to  setth^  Some  were  huihling  tii-c>,  as  if  for  a  meal.  Many 
trans)xuts  were  arriving,  some  with  hiack  tn>ops,  some  with  white. 
AlrfHtt  2  p.  ni.  Major-General  Foster  ai)peared.  flenoted  hy  a  wpiare 
blue  flag  with  two  .Mtars.  This  \a  the  new  armngetuent,  to  coriv-spond 
with  the  navy  flags.  .Mwrnt  3  a  master's  mate  came  from  t'aptain 
Prehle.  saying  he  ha<l  advanced  altout  4  miles,  hut  the  army  as  yet 
had  oidy  acompaity  iM'tween  him  and  the  shore.  So  I  sent  the  uaisier's 
mate  to  (rcneral  Foster,  who  replied  that  (ienwal  Hatch  wa.-  hurrying 
the  troops  ashore,  (rot  to  i'ort  Kiiyal  nituut  8,  and  returned  to  the 
Phlhultljthin  a  wiser  man  than  when  1  left. 

AV/?V'/H/>cr.VO.  -The  mail  steamer  leaves  at  noon  and  I  must  send  a 
woni  to  the  Soeretarv.  Sol  wius  tn-cupied  till  noon,  when  1  left  for 
Broad  Kiver.  for  the  sound  of  eanmm  had  hinm  heard  during  the  morn- 
ing.   General  Foster  went  up  about  10  oVIoek.    Took  the  Philtuhlph'm 
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thin  tiirif*.  It  was  4  o'clock  when  I  ja^ot  into  the  crt^ck.  Did  not  get 
up  to  the  hituiinf^;  pot  ashore.  Croneral  Fo-stor  a  little  hijrher  up.  titid 
It'fl  soon  afli'i"  1  jirrivcil.  Captiiin  liah-b  cunu*  on  lnKird,  suitl  all  was 
g-oiny  wril;  tfio  tivxtps  nrar  (irahanivillo,  anil  ha^l  sotnc  lij^htin^'  with 
the  ivbi'ls,  Imtdrovi'  them.  Navy  how^ityors  cioinjf  well.  1  started  to 
return  about  <J  p.  ni. 

Thcfhihrr  }.~\  started  at  11  a.  ni.  fur  Brood  River;  potto  Boyd's 
Landing  and  was  prieved  to  hmr  that  the  (iifhtinf!c  had  l>ci*n  poingf 
on  ye.sterday  very  unfavonibly  to  lis.  The  rcbeU  laul  n^tired  to  ii 
strong  piJHition  on  our  road  totinihainviMe.  (General  Hatch  a.-*saultx»d 
the  work  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy  htss;  he  then  frll  liack  to  a 
crossroads  some  H  mih^s  from  the  htndinp. 

Dnrinir  Ihi*  *biy  <it'neral  F(j>trr  was  alisen  reronnoitrring  arid  got 
b)U-k  in  tlie  evenijip.  I  went  to  see  him;  unfortunate  that  be  is  rrippTed 
by  an  old  wound  and  umvi's  only  witbatrutrh.  Ilin  i-oursetof  remark 
lunounted  to  f  he  men  not  tiphtinp  hard,  whieli  al.so  seemed  very  evident 
U)  me  throupli  all  niy  experience  here.  He  wiinted  to  look  around  to 
see  if  he  eoujd  pet  in  at  any  other  piflce. 

Jh'Vi^mhrr  li. — Thick  and  foppy.  Sound  of  field  puns  fi*oai  7:3^  for 
un  h(Hir.  (ieneral  Kost<'r  sont  a  telepratn  from  Hutch  sayinp  the 
rebels  were  pjitherinp  in  our  front  and  ririnp  from  two  Holdpieces, 
)iiit  it  was  not  sfrious  i-nouph  to  aii.swer.  Thr  peneral  waspoinpto 
reeonnoiter  Whale  Bi-JiUi-b  to  Ptjrt  Royal  Kerry;  wanteil  Balrh  ami  the 
tups  to  po  alonp.  I/ist  niplit  I  found  tlmt  wc  Iiad  not  a  siiiple  picket 
l>oat  out.  norn  sinple  fetder  on  «nir  ripht  and  left.  1  bud  both  done. 
Started  at  ;i  p.m.  to  reromioitiT  the  I'oosiwbutrliie;  tuppromided  in  the 
Hnnui  Itiver  a  mile  an<l  a  half  alH)ve  Boyd's  Creek;  could  not  pet  oflf 
and  1  went  Itack  in  a  boat.     At  T  p.  m.  returned  to  Port  Koyal  in  the 

DeveiiiiH-r  ,L — Tlie  same  line  weather,  but  too  warm  to  Ije  seanonttblc 
(iave  directions  a(M>ut  affairs  and  at  Io:M(l  went  up  Broinl  Uiver. 
Foster  ahead.  Sent  the  fleet  enptain  l<»  the  penend  to  say  that  if  he 
wished  the  batteriof*  in  the  CV>osawhatrhie  attacked  I  wouhi  send  ves.s(ds, 
hut  it  wouUl  Ik*  to  no  purpose  if  there  wen^  no  tr«)ops  to  hold  them. 
The  pcneral  wished  to  have  tlu'tii  riftai-ked  iiiid  1  niiplil  Imve  my 
bripnde  and  then  be  would  not  iisk  it  <^1hrially.  I  told  Bidch  to  be 
ready. 

The  y/fz/vvv*/  Mdint  came  up  nbmit  It  p.  in.  with  \  di-serters  from 
Beuulieu.  real  native  (ieorpiaiis,  who  bad  been  e<Miseript*'d  and  would 
not  stand  il.  Theyre|)ort  Beiuilicu  very  ntronp  and  thatSbennan  was 
i-oininp  on. 

In  the  afternoon  C'obmel  MuU'ord.  the  apent  for  exchanpe,  came  to 
»ee  me.  He  saitl  that  tlie  exrhanpe  at  Savannah  was  interrupted  by 
present  «»pei-at ions  and  he  desired  to  po  <in  at  Charleston.  Genei-al 
Foster  had  pivcn  leave;  would  H     Certainly. 

/>rtr/«/^r,j.— Seutthe  /Vfr/Kv  and  A>/H/'M(/f  toCoo.sawhatehie  with  the 
launches.  The  penenil  started  oil"  with  some  small  steamers  and  a 
repiment  for  AVbale  l^raneh.  About  noon  I  stnrti'd  after  thein  only  to 
look  on.  Found  the  i'ttwuff  and  >NV>rt'v/('(  ver}"  busy  poundinp  a  small 
IwtterA'  not  far  up  the  Coosawhatchie;  it  tired  a  few  shots  and  wa.s  8oon 
8hut  up.  f^reneral  Hat*'li  was  recimnoitt'Hnp  in  force  on  the  left,  and 
the  boats  of  the  P^mtUw  which  I  bad  onlcred  up  B<iyd',s  Creek  |x^ei>ed 
out  of  the  marnh  on  the  left. 

/-'f^v^z/i^/'o.— Started  with  (ieueml  Foster  u\)  UvoaA^WMX.     ''^Viivvft.^ 
off  ();e  t'oufhieuve  of  the  tWsawhatehie  iinATuWWun^  xwev^v  >Jiv\\«.\^»'^ 
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was  reconnoitprwl  and  I  sent  up  for  a  few  negroes  that  ai)i>eared  on 
liio  shoro.  Mi'iiuvvliih'  tlic  stcanirrs  wore  jjolting  thp  little  lmlt»'rv  on 
the  ( 'o(>.^nwhfttchic  »s  a  foint.  (iot  throe  very  floerepit  oUl  eiitfoys,  Imt 
their  inforiimtion  was  valuable  for  the  operation  which  the.  gfenei-al 
and  I  had  agreed  on  up  the  Tuhliuuy  to-morrow.  We  po  in  force  and 
hope  to  reju-h  the  railromJ. 

7>f^r//'A('/' 6*.  — Soon  after  Hght  the  troo]>  and  steamerti  bognn  to 
moA'p  from  HoydV  Creek.  We  jjot  to  Tulitinnv  ahout  x,  dead  h>w 
water,  and  it  looked  us  if  we  were  not  to  L^et  in.  (leneiiil  PattiM\ 
who  was  to  eoinnnind,  came  on  hoard  and  said  (jeneral  Foster  doubted 
if  it  were  not  U'st  t»  wait  for  the  tide.  What  did  I  sayi  (io  ahead 
otf  hand.  General  Potter  conciirredl  in  my  i*easonH.  and  soon  was  the 
watereovered  with  the  boats  !il!ed  with  the  stddiersand  sailors  and  ^un.s. 
N(j  op|>ositi<»n,  not  a  rebel  visible.  ( )ni"  iiieii  j^ol  iLshoreuiu)  were  soon 
lost  in  the  woo*ls.  In  the  afternoon  word  came  in  that  we  met  the 
rebels  and  were  driving?  them,  hi  the  evening  learned  that  several  of 
my  m(Mi  had  boen  Wounded.  The  Poutinc  sent  me  half  a  do/on  pris- 
oners, just  nabbed,  all  (Jeorgians.  One  said  he  was  at  t!ie  Imtt^ry  we 
tired  at  on  tiie  d><xsawhatehit\  and  they  had  tioo  men  in  nnibush  wait- 
ing for  us:  so  I  was  right;  if  the  boats  had  landed  I  shnnid  have  lost 
heavily. 

Aft<'r  dark  sonn*  heavy  and  eontinued  tiring  was  heard  in  a  direetion 
north  of  Savannah  and  someroekets  seen.  Hoijinj,"*  it  iniirht  be  Sher- 
man I  had  ^uns  tired  and  rockets  thrown  up. 

Dt'ceinfftr  7. — Fii'injj  ashore.  The  bri^\ae  of  the  tleet  has  lost  about 
20  men  here  an<l  at  Hoyd'.s  Creek.  I  went  Jishore  to  the  upj)er  land- 
ing to  look  at  the  wounded  sailors.  Firing  steadily,  heard  it  wius  oidy 
skimii.^hin^,  rebels  trying  to  force  our  jxjsition.  We  have  cut  the 
county  road  bridg**  on  the  rij^ht  and  can  see  and  hear  the  ears. 

Ihrnnht'i'  ^,  -Little  or  no  tiring,  the  rebels  ([uiet  and  otir  lines  cei^ 
tainly  near  the  railroad.     Our  casualties  swell  to  "I'i  in  all. 

Ih<rii,btr9,—\iy  I  understood  yesterday  from  the  general,  to-day 
the  ertort  was  made  toopen  the  view  to  the  milroad  through  the  dense 
wood  in  front  of  our  position.  Accordingly  nO(t  axinen  started  on 
the  right,  covered  by  the  Hreof  strong  columns  of  skiintishers.  The 
tiring  was  sharp  liut  not  serious  while  the  axes  were  advancing,  but  as 
.soon  as  we  began  to  retire  (the  work  l«'ing  done)  the  rebels  c«me  down 
like  a  hmise  on  lire.  All  I  learned  by  nii^ht  they  had  Iwen  repulsed  and 
we  snITered  considerably,  and  among  them  our  marines.  A  deserter 
stated  that  Shi'rman  was  within  15  miles  *>f  Savannah,  so  1  started 
down  after  dark  to  Tort  Royal,  where  I  arrised  abiait  11  p.  m.,  and 
fonnd  (<»niy  surjirist'  that  the  Ihtrt-mf  MtMtn^  which  I  sent  down  vester- 
day  afternoon,  wa-  her*-;  had  been  ke]>t  back  by  the  heavy  gale  that 
blew  all  day. 

DfvmiKi'  li). — Tulilniny.  Disposed  of  all  the  businosa  by  4  p.  ni.» 
and  once  more  turrn'd  up  the  river  to  know  hitw  we  linullv  stootf  aft4*r 
the  lU'tion  of  yesterday.  Heached  the  mouth  of  tin-  Tnlitinny  alamt 
8  nVlo.'k  p.  m,  lialch  came  on  l>oard,  and  thoinrh  s4'nior  otbcer,  abso- 
lutely knew  no  moi-e  than  I  knew  last  night;  said  he  bad  n*>t  heard 
from  the  front  to<lay;.so  1  dispatched  an  aid  and  he  got  l>ack  by 
1 1  p.  m.  Things  W(^ro  substjintially  iis  represented  last  evening,  except 
the  disaster  to  the  marines,  though  our  total  casualties  amounted  to  20 
at  least.  We  were  in  i>osition.  well  intrenched,  and  a  lane  cut  to  the 
titiintad  thrtmgh  the  trees  rc4idy  for  the  rifle  cannon. 
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December  11. — At  9:30.  tinding  iimttofs  all  secui'e,  tiu'ned  down  the 
nvct  tfot  to  Port  Royal  bv  noon.  xVI>out  10  at  hipflit  an  army  tug 
linMi»rhi  II  (lisputcli  froiij  W/Hnnhi^'hm^  'At  Tyln'o,  saying  that  bravy 
tiring  was  heard  up  the   river  about  Savannah;  sent  word  over  to 

Fojstor. 

Dect^nfiT  /-'. — fi<^npi*al  Kost<*r  eamo  in  bis  steamer  iistorn  of  me  and 
secured,  (iencnil  t«io  larin'.  s<t  I  wriiton  boai*d.  He  tliitught  nows  of 
ItL-t  night  good.  \  toid  bini  a  steamer  I  wnt  {lhtml*itim)  wws  <'*)niing 
in  fron»  OH^abaw  and  would  bring  letters,  as  that  aloup  could  bring 
her.  In  a  ttnv  miniilrs  an  olHrrr  nan  announced  with  a  diH|>at('h  from 
(icneral  Howard,  llio  udvaufo  of  Sfirniaurs  army. 

It  was  (  uptTiin  |  WiniainJ  nutu-UTi.  of  thr  Illinois  nivalry,  with  a  ser- 
geant and  private.  Tbf>v  liad  found  their  way  down  tbf  Ogeechee  to 
Ossabaw  and  \V .  S.  S.J  F^<uj.  Had  K'ft  tlic  army  just  outside  of 
Sivannali  and  a  ligbt  going  on.  Tbe  dispatelt  fmni  (lenend  Howard 
was  short,  in  pencil.  c»n  a  .sci-ap  of  paper. 

Captain  l>uni'iiii  left  (loneral  Howard  at  i»  p.  in.  of  the  1Kb  with  two 
men;  went  down  the  Ogeeibee  in  a  boat.  At  daylight  of  the  UMh 
halted  7  mile.s  ab(»V4i  .MrAMi.ster;  rentaiiied  all  <lay ;  at  dark  of  the  lOth 
started;  |>«sKed  McVlliston  and  at  daylight  were  *i  miles  iHdnw  it: 
reaehed  the  Fhuj  at  imon;  left  in  the  Dnndelum  at '2  p.  in.  (!lth), 
but  were  detained  by  a  gah^ 

After  a  luief  e!ial  with  (reneral  Foster  aliout  di8|)OHitions.  I  left  and 
gave  orth^rs  for  collecting  my  st^'uniers  about  the  rivers  near  Savannah. 
S<Mit  the  monitor  Smujanun*  to  Savannah  Hiver  and  about  noon  was 
al»le  to  leave  mysi'If  and  reiirli  there  about  J.  After  giving  directions 
al>out  buoying  the  channel  of  the  river  I  left  after  dark  forOssabaw; 
reached  there  attuut  11  p.  m. 

Dot'tnuhr  /v.  — Reached  Savannah  Hiver  idiout  daylight.  K<»und 
things  moving  as  indifferently  as  if  nothing  of  interest  was  proceiniing. 
Ocnend  Foster  arrivinl  in  the  morning  from  Ossahaw  and  Wassaw; 
uot  communicated  yet  witli  Sherman. 

Drt^t^whrt'  /.(.—  At  N  a.  ui.  an  olficercame  in  a  boat  from  the  Pohhiu'c 
with  dispat<'hes  frurn  Ossiibiiw;  liad  conunnnienltxi  by  -jignal  la.st 
night  witn  Sherman.  So  1  determined  logo  to  Ossjibaw  liy  way  of 
AN  a.'<saw.  where  I  wisheil  to  have  things  right  ft»r  stopping  the  reliel 
irtinelads  in  case  they  made  a  dash.  So  I  started  by  tfie  inland  |«ussage, 
Lazjaretto]  Creek  and  Tybee  Itiver.  ( )ii  getting  into  Was^iw  Sound 
saw  Genera  1  Foster's  steamer  out>'i<ie,  which  I'liunged  course  and  stood 
in  on  seidng  mc.  I  stxtoti  on  to  speak  to  (he  Paicnvt  and  PttMstdc;  was 
near  the  former  when  tlie  signal  officer  reported  signals  from  (ieneral 
Fo.*iter  that  (i4»nend  Sherman  was  w*i(h  him.  Ancnore<l  iinmediat(*ly, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  stenniereaine  aU>ngside,  and  I  jumped  aboard, 
walked  into  the  cabin,  and  met  iienenil  Sherman.  He  bad  left  his 
army  t()  see  me.  Sherman  ttdd  nie  a  (Hvision  had  just  walked  into 
MeAIIrster  (Deceaiber  Ki,  at.')]*,  m.),  Imt  that  no  ships  eould  have 
taken  it.  so  i>owerfulIy  wa^  it  forlilieil  towai'd  the  water.  VWll, 
Knallv  it  was  agreed  that  Sherman  should  go  Uick  with  me,  and  Gen- 
eral Poster  would  goto  Hdtoii  Head. 

fhrtftnU-r  tn.  —  .\fl*'r  Invakfast  1  went  ashore  with  tieneral  Sherman 
to  look  over  Fort  MoAllistor:  a  trulv  formidable  work;  ho  crammed 
with  hombpnaifs  anil  traverses  as  to  look  as  if  the  spaces  were  carved 
out  of  solid  earth,  a  very  strong  aiul  complele  work.  The  rebel  gar- 
ri.sori  were  still  there  cooking,  etc..  as  if  uolbxw^;  V\wVW\)\Ki\\«'iV.    "W-tw 
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we  wi'iil  up  tin*  i-iver.  und  1  Itiiided  with  (Teiipml  Shoruian  at  the  noe 
mills.  H«'n»  we  looked  aromid.  mid  wo  piiitcd;  In*  took  h(irsi>  for  his 
nrtiiy,  imd  I  i-eturnt'd  to  my  vossi'l.  iMnuid  (Jeiu'inl  Howard  Iiudt^oiie 
with  flwt  oaptjiin  t(»  rccoimoitor  liouulioii.  Thr  DamUli^n  wits  very 
huf^y  pullinj?  up  tlie  piloK  driven  iicross  thr  rivor  by  the  rt* IxMs  care- 
fully, two  lini'fj  intcrliirinj,^  carh  other  and  thu  most  lalM)ri'd  device  of 
t-orpedoo.s  I  have  yet  .seen,  stout  piles  beinj^  seeiii'ed  r>tantiii(r  down 
river,  with  an  iron  shell  on  tlie  iiead.  Muih  inj^fenuity  e.vi-rei.srd. 
We  pulled  them  uU  up.  Around  the  outer  diteh  of  McAllister  they 
hud  hurie.d  7-in<-h  shells  justlH-luw  the  siirfac*'.  which  exploded  if  trod 
u|yin;  several  of  our  men  maiifrjcd  and  killed  hy  them,  ueucml  Sher- 
man made  a  rebel  officer  take  liis  men  and  di^^  them  up. 

Jhtuitihri'  IG.  -  Steamed  down  past  Fort  McAllister:  left  Ohmaler 
to  finish  pnUintJr  out  piles. 

/f'tv/Hfttr  17.  hAxriy  undi'r  way,  but  so  impossible  to  see  through 
the  fo^  that  we  ijot  no  farther  than  the  /'A/y.  As  the  morninjf 
ndvunce<l  the  foy  suddenly  broke  and  we  Mteanied  ahea<l,  towinj;  the 
mortar  srhooner  up  to  llie  head  of(ire4*n  Island.  So/mm ti  v\oso.  hy. 
Heaulieu  in  full  sij^ht,  2  or  '2^  miles  ahead,  liosedew  peepin^,^  out  on 
the  left.  Kowed  around  the  Crooked  Creek  to  see  if  a  tiank  lire  was 
to  be  bad.  (ben  haek;  foff  thick  a^iin.  Hear<i  lirinjr  for  an  hour  about 
.sunset,  towanl  north.  Sonoimi  is  to  tire  ileliberately,  al.so  mortjir 
schooner.     Fog  too  thick;  bad  to  be  rpiiet  all  nij^rht. 

Dtrt'mh*-r  IS. — Fojj  n^iin.  Started  at  f.  a.  m..  groping  by  the  land; 
got  down  to  eroK«  channel  by  7:1^^0;  had  to  anchor.  Imivy  foy;  not 
able  to  see  u  boat's  length.  Heanl  llie  Stuiti/oir  and  mortar  scii<>oner 
at  limes.  This  fog  kills  everything:  hardly  allows  two  hours  in  the 
twenty-four. 

Decfinher  19, — Fog  again;  groped  through  to  <he  Sfmnnuu  ofl'  ReAu- 
lieu.  Very  soon  Haw  the  ytinfitrkrt  oH'the  bur  with  the  ('outuuiaujua^ 
Wfufmfi,  and  several  tugs.  Steamed  out  and  met  them  counag  in. 
Le^l  the  nutnitor  over  in  Vernon  Kiver  and  anchored  her  olf  the  end 
of  Hjieco«m  Key.  C)<*cupi*'d  making  arrangeiU4'nt.s  throughout  the 
afternoon.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  a  small  armv  tug  wuh 
announeed  with  woid  thatdeneral  Sherman  was  iti  her  anti  in  a  min- 
ute he  i'aine  on  f)oard,  in  order  to  confer  about  a  pn>h  by  (leneml 
Ff»st(»r  on  tfu'  nitirimd  from  his  position  at  IJoyd'.s  Neck  ami  Tidilinny* 
instead  of  attacking  Heaulieu.  wnich  the  geni'ral  thought  le^'s  advan- 
tjigeous,  leaving  me  to  make  a  demitnstralion;  great  disappointment. 
Hut  tin*  greatest  was  that  <ienenil  <inuit  had  <udered  Snerman  to 
embark  for  the  James.  rea<-hed  on  the  ItJth  by  Colonel  Hal>co4'k,  of 
the  pjugiiieers.  He  ((leneral  Shertnan)  concluded  to  send  a  division 
to  iLs.^iHt  Foster,  and  we  com^luded  tinally  to  go  round  to  Port  Koyal; 
80  my  steamer  starl4'd  down  the  Vernon  Kiver. 

Dt'cembtr  W.-  Arrived   at   Port    Koyal  Iwfon 
graphed  to  (lenenil  Foster  that  (leneral  Sherman  was  w7tb  me. 

Pect^mft^r  21. — It  was  nearly  t  oVIoek  when  tlie  liar>'^fii  Mtmn  put 
to  sea.  and  fmind  a  considerable  gale  from  S.  W..  with  much  sen. 
The  pilot  sent  wonl  al  daylight  that  it  would  fic  too  thick  to  see  the, 
huoy  otl  Ossabaw.  and  lie  would  prefer  to  go  into  Tybee. 

Into  Tybee  we  went,  and  thence  through  the  inland  passage  to 
VVassaw.  (m»I  three  f4)nrths  of  the  way,  when  the  channel  was  80 
narrow  ami  winding  that  the  Ihivtut  Mtmn  stm-k  fast. 

HV»  coM\i\  not  wait,  so  I  got  into  my  barge  with  the  general  and  his 
ittitnvitms  stniX  nnd  \m\lei\  (or  Os.sabaw  Sound. 


daylight  and    tele- 
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liefoiv  lonjr  wo  met  un  umiy  tujj  with  cliHp«tclu'.s  for  the  ^i^cnrral. 
It  \vji-;  \n-  h'h'jrniin  from  h('!iil<ninrtri*s,  noon,  stntinj^  thiit  the  troop?* 
WLTi' iidMiru'ini.'^.  thi'citv  Jiliundonctl  l>y  tlu'  i'i'Im'I  triH»|tH.  So  tht>  gen- 
era! wij^tM'ly  pu^hoH  on  for  tho  Oj^'^-orlu'i'  in  tin*  tuj;,  und  my  only 
rfsDure*'  WHS  it  [)ull  in  (he  l«irjr<'  for  sonii*  miles  uii  tin*  Vi-rnon  itj/iiinst 
a  hwivy  ntn'tlnvestiM*. 

Ihi^einhi'i'  \i-2,-  Soon  nftor  sunrine  luwi  to  Ijiko  to  tny  Imrj^n*  one© 
more;  ivnchod  Tyl>oo  >K'fore  noon  und  lioisted  my  ilii»:  nn  tin*  Sntdh 
Ctirafunu  ]l7/(f'//f/ rominjif:  /^^//r/jr*  nntl  monitor  not  in  sitrtit.  Si>  I 
went  on  Uourd  ihr  ]|V*w//(/<XY/rt.Mignaleil  tin*  Wt iu»n'i ,  ii\\<\  wentupthe 
river  witli  the  two  and  two  tujiw.  Arrived  near  the  ohstnietions  at  4 
p.  m.  and  aneliored.  Truly,  a  formidable  Iiurrier;  ahiiot^t  impassable 
and  irreniovaMe.  save  I>y  jrreat  lalH)r.  Made  np  of  rnifers  or  criUs  of 
h«ivv  timber,  lilhd  with  sand  or  brick,  or  ntone  and  sand.  A  j^reat 
explosion  beard  last  night  ni'ar  Savannah,  supjuisi'd  tit  be  the  destnic- 
tion  of  the  mm, 

Dri;  infur  2i.  —Hoisted  Hag  on  tlie  /*/w'«r^  and  went  up  llie  S]ivun- 
nah  Uiver  and  anelmied  n<'Hf  the  obstructions.  T'lcn  to  the  city  in  a 
small  tug;  got  some  lmr<l  timnips  gettiiii;  through  (he  barriers. 
AVharves,  forts,  etc..  lined  with  sctldiers.  Port  .ra<kson.  n  work  of 
the  <dd  eonstrueiion,  briek  faring,  woidd  not  endure  inuch;  below  it, 
Kort  Lee,  a  new  earthwork,  of  trie  late  mttern,  farn)idiible.  Found 
an  aid  of  (ieneral  Slieiinan's  on  the  wharf  with  an  ambulanef^  and 
drove  to  his  hendipiarlcrs.  FoiiihI  these  to  be  a  splendid  mansion, 
olfered  by  the  owner,  a  Mr.  Green.  After  luneh  I  drtJVr  round  the 
city.  Soldiers  evi*n\vheie.  hardy  and  eqiml  to  anything,  but  showing 
by  their  clothing  tht»  long  mamh  and  eam{^iign.  Perfect  order  in  the 
eity. 

/Weniht^r  ^/f.  — The  old  PhiiotU'lphia  was  announced  from  Port 
Royal,  upon  which  1  shifted  a  little  farther  and  gcpt  on  bnurd  of  her. 
'IWs  busy  trying  to  ^^'■i  out  piles  from  tlie  channel,  without  sue<'ess, 
ana  e.xaniining  (he  .-^otitb  clijiiini-l  and  |S(.|  Augustine  Creek. 

fhrnnhrr  St.  —  Have  had  a  I'ldl  note  from  Kox.  in  wldoh  he  explainH 
that  every  sipuLdron  had  been  iiinched  to  make  np  that  of  the  North 
Atlantic.  Says  there  had  been  dehiys  by  the  jiiniy.  but  it  woultl  soon 
Im'  settled  at  \Vilmingt4>n. 

Ihynnhtr  sHi,  —  Very  foggy;  all  (piief.  The  tjunntity  and  (juality  of 
theolKstruetions  in  (he  waters  alMiut  Savannah  are  siin>risirig.  Savan- 
nah River  itsidl"  miiy  be  pronoinieed  im|>assable.  They  seem  to  he 
placed  everywhere,  made  of  bcuvy  logs  into  a  crib,  which  is  titled  with 
rubble  and  snrdi  to  (be  bottom).  These  are  idaeed  «<rro.sH  the  river  at 
intervals  so  close  that  in  one  or  two  places  only  can  a  small  vesMcd  pai-ss. 
The  principal  line  is  at  the  end  of  Elba  Island,  acrtiss  l>oth  ehanneU. 
There  are  others  nearer  (he  eity.  and  the  network  is  right  nnder  the 
guns  of  Kort.s  Jackson  and  Lee. 

One  couMMpn-nce  to  (be  reUds  thems»dves  was  that  when  tliey  desired 
to  rush  out  with  thetr  ram.  the  SniuiuHtth,  no  I'tforL  conhl  ojien  the  way 
und  they  had  to  blow  h<'r  up. 

/ht'ewLr  .37.  I  went  to  the  city  ahout  2  o'cloek  to  see  (ieneral 
Sherman  ahout  futn»-c movements.  Hispriniipal  plan  will  be  to  dniw 
well  back  from  the  seacoast  and  pounce  down  from  the  interior,  but 
he  will  not.  begin  iM'foi'e  New  Year  s.  He  is  now  having  the  city  forti- 
lied.  We  8tarte<l  out  on  foot,  and  mmbled  through  the  city,  even  to 
tlie  outHkiitH.     Just  ncjir  thegeneralV  i|uarters,  theve'WWAviv^'cvi^L^.wv^ 
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1  from  Captain  Soott  (Gustavus 
S«>tt,  senior  otHccr  thcrf),  who  lirarM  tUut  thf  nhel  ironclads  are  to 
come  out^ 

I  returned  iit  once,  but  it  wils  dark.  Found  that  the  fleet  captain 
hud  started  th«'  J*tttf*m'rdct\\t\  the  river  Ut  tow  the  XanfucJat.  Sent  to 
the  liihb  to  tow  tl»e  J\j^au\ 

Ihvitnhtn'  -28. — On  g^ettinjf  down  tu  the  oVietructiou.s at  Fort  Pulaski, 
much  disgusted  to  tiiid  the  Prnt^nte  there,  unuhle  to  imaa.  Put  the 
Ifmu^Hf  J/iM'ti  throufj^h. 

D'triufh-r  ii'J.-'Wy  T  in  the  inoruing  reached  the  h»r  [otT  Charle,qton], 
and  ho<in  ul'ter  ant'hore<l  innidt'.  Weatlier  ch'iir  and  roUl.  Tlie  Xttn- 
tufht  makes  the  sixth  monitor  hen\  and  \\\  n(M*n  the  /*«x*/*V arrived, 
making  seven,  s<>  1  mthor  think  the  rei*clH  will  not  venture  too  much. 

1  nee  no  cause  whatever  for  thr  alarm  that  waw  experienced,  but  it 
is  just  as  well  that  I  .should  iniike  evfrythinjr  secure. 

Dt'eemhrt' .^ I . — Two  of  tlif  pi<  kct  Iminches  missinjj;  fear  they  are 
tJiken.  It  he^mn  to  l)low  heavily  this  niorninjj^  from  S.  by  \V.  l>eforo 
dii\  lijrht.  and  the.si-  lioat.s  were,  no  duubt,  swej>t  in  before  fhev  could 
jretclcar.  About  <lark,  up  anchor  and  awa^*  for  a  talk  with  Gi-neral 
^She^man. 

JituHJinj  U  lH(*i>.  —  \X  Idew  with  jjreftt  violence  all  ni^^ht  from  west, 
aitd  th<'  Ibir^txt  Mn*,n  had  an  uneasy  time.  About  daylij^bt  arrived 
at  Port  KoyaJ.  and  soon  came  the  special  mejssage  with  news  that 
Admiral  Porter's  Heel  (-aptiiin  lia<t  arrived  and  {^one  on  to  Savannah  lo 
see  (ieneml  Sherman,  lie  left  a  papier  ."^tatin^  that  the  tieet  had 
silenci'd  Port  Fisher  (Wiliuing^ton).  b\it  the  army  deemed  it  too  stronjf; 
'would  not  assault;  had  emlmrkcd  and  tfone  to  Hampt^m  Roads.  Por- 
ter wanletl  Sherman  to  send  up  troops  and  take  it.  Captain  Hreese 
Gfot  ))ack  alH>ut  3  p.  ui.  Sherman  had  other  plans  and  would  not 
bi-eak  his  aniiy  into  detachments.     So  ends  that  business. 

Jituuitry  •^.  -  Went  un  to  si'c  ( tencrul  Sherman  about  1  p.  m.  Found 
there  treneral  Unniani,  of  the  ICnj^ineers,  just  from  (ienernl  Ui'ant. 
While  with  the  ^'oneial  he  explained  his  cominj;  movement,  and  now  1 
learn  that  his  right  wing  will  go  to  Beaufort  by  water,  which  is  a  new 
idea.  Asked  me  if  I  wouhi  help.  Ceiiiiinly;  hut  I  had  only  my  tlag- 
sliip,  the  Ilurritit  }fiMm,  to  lend.  Tin*  geneml  also  wauled  ii  gunboat 
up.     OrdeiN'ti  the  Sim*nn<}. 

Juuuitnj  S. — Started  at  noun  to  look  at  St.  Augustine  Creek.  When 
we  got  to  Thunderholt  found  the  ffttnw^t  J/iwm  tilled  with  troo])s  and 
just  starting  for  Bi'jiiifort.  Not  an  army  trans]K)rt  yei  arrived,  (ien- 
eml Sherman  here  in  the  B*hh  with  (ienei-al  Harnard. 

.//<;iU///7/ .J.— The  mr)vement  of  the  ti'oops  goes  on  from  Thunder- 
bolt to  Beaufort.  Ilan'tM  Mtnut  carried  SOO.  Corps  of  divers  with 
a  steanu'r  at  work  on  the  obstructions.  Have  not  ma4ie  nm<*h  impre-s- 
sion  even  on  one  crih.  Secured  an  untinishod  torpedo  Iwat.  which  wa,s 
at  a  wharf  in  the  city  when  Isicj,  but  by  some  hocus-piKus  had  t)een 
looted  and  got  down  among  tne  bushes  of  St.  Augustine  Creek. 

Jaimiti'i/  !J.-  Two  I'nion  otlicers  just  escaped  from  (Charleston  eor- 
roboratecl  our  impre.'isions  of  things  thei"e.  The  rebel  pre]>aration 
amy  mean  evacuation  of  Charleston  or  defense.  Mail  from  tin*  Ni»rth, 
Prival**  note  from  the  Secretary  says  they  mu.st  take  Wilmington, 
and  then  Porter  is  «irdered  Ui  send  liertMvIl  he  can  spare,  including 
ironclads.  Went  to  the  fity  (Savannah |;  saw  (Jencral  Shi'rmim  and 
hai\  a  tinal  understamding  as  U>  his  plan.     He  will  move  from  the  coast 
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on  iin  int4?rior  line,  destroying  i*ailroad.  Does  not  intend  (4)  turn  off 
fur  Charleston  or  Georgetown,  unless  forced  to  do  so  l»y  unfore,seen 
circumstaiicffs.  The  jjenorul  ur^ed  me  not  to  commit  ni}' vessels  to 
the  lirt'  of  the  Ohurlfston  iHUterics. 

January  AJ. — Soon  after  lireakfast  left  and  .steiinied  ilown.  Sent 
ordern  to  the  Pnhtiac  to  report  on  Mondiiy  to  Genera!  Sherniun  to 
Oi't'ompany  a  oolutnn  up  the  Savannah  River,  and  an  he  did  not  want 
Uie  iSt//i(/ftiu  heit;,  sent  her  elnewhere.  Had  a  niee  run  of  four  hours 
to  Port  Royal. 

Jaiiitnry  15. — Reached  (Charleston  t»efore  8  o'clock.  .Vfter  I>reakfa«t 
Hununoned  thi^  monitor  eaptain-s  and  apprised  them  that  we  ini^ht  he 
called  on  to  <ooiierale  in  woiiie  luovi'  upon  ('harh\ston.  The  (pie.stion 
wa.s,  IIow  anrl  wnen  i  I  observed  that  it  ndght  be  done  in  thn-e  way.s: 
1.  Attaek  Sullivan's  Island.  'J.  Pass  in  and  attack  floluisoti.  8.  Hun 
bLI  the  way  up  and  attaek  the  eity.  They  were  not  inclined  to  tjo 
beyond  the  lirM  step -atliw^k  Sullivan's  Island.  Aflerafull  and  unre- 
served discussion.  1  decided  that  the  obstructions  near  Sumter  shtudd 
be  exauiined  by  boat^  under  the  sujHTvisiun  of  the  captains  of  monitors 
for  eaeh  nij;bt.  While  thus  e?iy;iijpt'd,  (he  lirifonnla  arrived  from 
Admiral  Porter,  with  dispat<'hes  for  (rpneral  Sherman,  and  news  that 
the  troops  were  all  it^hore  near  Fort  Fisher. 

Jnnxtary  J6. — (ieneral  Sheriiain  has  sent  lue  the  key  of  the  cipher 
of  the  Government,  only  confided  to  some  half  do/en  persons.  The 
r\ttai}HVJi'M\i\\¥^  just  peeps  ulKive  the  water  :jrid  murks  ner  place,  HUO 
yards  outside  of  Sumt-cr.  Tlu»  rebel  telej^rum  rend,  telling  the  news 
from  Sullivan's  Island  to  Charleston.  Letter  from  Jnd^e  [O.  C  |  Hop- 
kins, of  Mcintosh  C'ounty,  askinjf  that  he  and  others  mi^rht  not  be 
moleste<l— a  si^n  of  the  end. 

JuHuaru  IS, — About  %  o'cloik  in  the  moridnjr  started  for  Port 
Royal,  whirh  I  re^ichod  by  10  (»'clock.  I  e-ame  down  to  hurrv  the 
Sangamnn  and  sec  to  the  torpedoes  preparation.  Had  a  h»n*(  letter 
from  Gcnend  Sherman.  Siiys  Blair  has  taken  Pocotalijro  und  is  on 
the  railroad;  will  move  soon;  is  adverse  to  my  att4ickin;,''  lotteries  at 
Charleston. 

Jttiinnnj  19. — Two  monitors  announcc<i  coming  from  the  north  in 
tow.  Proved  t*>  i»e  the  <  'iDitmicittt  and  Mtihnpuc.  towed  by  the  I'/ffd- 
n/i-a  and  AtrwM.  Urinj/ a  full  uccouut  of  takinjr  of  the  Wilmington 
fort«. 

Jhntt/irt/  3!(K — Vessels  otf  Charleston  are  the  TiraufhM'fuff,  Shenan- 
dooh^Juniata.,  Siutu  of  ii>^i>r(jhi.  Mtuxflunrk  in  sight,  toWed  by  ibe 
Keystone  State;  crossed  the  bar  aud  cume  in  about  *J  p.  m.  Captjiin 
of  the  ICeytttinw  Statf  brings  a  letter  from  Por!A*r. 

tfamuiry^l. — Rea<':hed  Port  Royal  iM'tween  lo  and  11  p.  m. 

January  3^. — Went  over  to  Hilttm  Heud  to  see  General  Foster  alK>ut 
my  notion  of  attacking  Sullivan's  Ishind.  He  seemed  to  think  well  of 
it,  but  would  have  to  consult  Genera!  Sherman,  who  would  be  here 
MOon. 

Jamtary  iStif.^Telegnmi  from  General  Foster  that  Genend  Sheruuin 
had  arrived.  Went  over  to  see  him.  The  general  doeji  not  blurt  nut 
against  anyone's  notions,  but  he  contiuuea  to  prefer  his  plan  of  a 
descent  at  Hull's  Bay.  He  has  left  Savannah  and  will  move  personally 
with  his  right  wing. 

Jamtary  ^4. — Had  a  telegnmi  about  4  p.  m.  from  Genend  Slierman 
at  Beaufort,  and  about  7  the  .same  cjimc  in  a  letter  form.    I  notice  that 
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nil  tliv.m»  lottci-H  In^  writoii  hiiiiM'lf.  Ho  wants  tho  gu»l)ortt«  t<>  l>c  active 
on  t]u\  rt}\uA  tlaiik.s;  .says  the  ground  is  drying  after  the  Iat<?  heavy  mins, 
and  he  will  move  soon,  nienacinjr  ('harloHloii,  hut  will  not  ^o  Hiere. 

Jftttfnfn/  ^'o.  Sent  Miy  own  st^atuor,  }*hihi*Jeiplihy  to  Stono,  as 
likfly  to  Im^  Hi<»re  eonvi-nient  to  oprrations, 

Jontutnj  *H, — Off  Stono  l>v  duylight,  eloAr  and  i-ojd.  wind  moderate 
al  N.W.:  crossed  tho  har  and  anchored  alM)ut  s  a.  ni.  All  (|uiet  here. 
Loft  Stono  ahout  Jo,  and  steumed  down  to  South  Kdisto;  not  huoyed. 
Went  in  a-s  far  as  davlight  jwrattttcd.  Saw  nothing;  hiiard  nothing; 
c»uie  out  at  dark  un^  reathed  Port  Roval  at  lit, 

Jaiiuanj  27. — [  Atl  <i  p.  ni.  ('aptjiin  C'liaplin  was  announced.  In  half 
a  dozen  words  he  t^mt  me  that  his  ship,  the  Oat  f^hlftfj^  has  lMx»n  eut 
up  by  a  rehol  hattery  on  the  ( 'oni))ahee  an<i  desti-oycd.  It  took  phice, 
yesterday.  He  ean>e  in  nuige.  and  was  oiwned  on  ahotit  S  o%'loek. 
Soon  after  she  fri'<""idi'd.  iin(I  that  scUled  her  fate.  The  l«itti'ry  was 
heavy,  and  she  could  not  retire.  After  a  defense  of  seven  hours,  he 
set  rtrc  Ui  hnr  and  h-fl.  her  alKint  H  \>.  ni.,  hringinif  i>tr  all  hi.s  rn-w, 
except  an  officer  and  tfirei*  or  four  men,  [who  were]  captured  in  a 
JMiat  liy  i\\v.  pickiHs  on  the  l)arik. 

Two  niistakes.  He  did  not  driv<'  in  the  pickets,  and  j;roundc(l  at 
high  water.  Had  he  avoided  these  Ulist«ke{^  the  Ihii  Ch/mj  would  have 
I>eert  safe,  having  had  fseven  hours  for  exertion.  The  Patnue  was  sent 
for  and  got  round.  So  now  I  nuist  start  and  try  to  stop  the  Witjtthi 
from  i^etting  into  the  Kdisto.  So  much  for  coo(x>n»tion.  Sherman 
waH  to  have  Salkeliat<'hii;  atKnjt  this  time,  rcrtninly  not  hiter,  luid 
woidd  lui\e  taken  the  l»ittery  in  reversi*.  (rot  underway  alH)ut  i*.  and 
Utok  tw*»  tugs  witli  nw.  tor  nu'ssagc's. 

JfuntfD'f^  ii?A'.^L*oft  a  tug  to  go  into  St.  Helena  and  went  on. 
Ainhiiroff  alHHit  1  o'clock  somewhere  near  the  entmnce  to  Edisto. 
Lhiviight  showed  ils  to  be  in  tlie  line  of  .safe  preivdrnLs  — timt  is,  10 
mifes  out  to  He«;  I>ett4'r  that  than  be  ashore,  which  is  alt  that  can  Ix^ 
said.  (Jot  in  al>out  s  o'clock  and  stoi^fd  up  the  river;  no  sign  of 
the  ^ym^fhK  After  getting  up  5  or  11  miles  the  tieet  captain  suggented 
the  going  farther  wius  ticklish,  so  wc  turned  around,  and  just  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  spied  the  PmrnfU  and  Wantitt  coming  d<twn  the  St. 
Helena  Sound;  they  went  out  to  sea  and  the  fhir/trc  went  on  to  North 
Kdisti^i;  thr*  11'*//*//'/  came  in.  My  Hteanier  had  b*'en  foolishly  lodged 
on  a  sand  bank  close  to  the  shore  and,  being  rn-ar  high  tide,  had  to  lay 
there  ufitil  sunset,  when  we  Himted  otf.  Meanwhile  I  bad  nothing  to 
do  but  to  |)onder  on  the  gathering  ills.  Meanwhile  the  rebels  had  a 
tine  chance.  The  (ug  in  trying  to  got  me  otf  got  a,shore  and  we  hiv 
high  and  dry  just  the  murk  for  a  couple  of  (ieldpieces.  Hut  the  rebefs 
are  down  in  the  mouth:  besides  I  ordered  a  jwirty  of  skirniishen4 
ashore;  tliey  hold  the  only  road. 

The  W'ttnf/o  had  roTne  in.  and  the  Ciirnation^  so  after  clark  we  all 
t<Hldled  off  for  Port  Koyal  and  got  there  before  midnight. 

Jaintary  '29. — The  man  who  was  captured  In  a  sehotmer  by  the  Ihii 
Vhimj.  just  l>efore  she  was  lost,  says  if  the  D>n  <  '/ihtff  had  not  grounded 
nhc  would  have  been  I'Mist  the  batterv  in  a  few  minutes.  AH  agree  that 
the  tug  deserted  the  jj/i/  Chintj  and  the  captain  behaved  cowardly. 

.////J '/'//•// .^(>, —Deserters  from  ('harle^lon  say  the  harlM)r  is  full  of 
l*>ri»>tloes:  wonder  the  T^it'ujh  was  not  blt»wn  uiias  well  a-s  the  PtiltijKtift, 

Jftm/'iff/ JI,  —  OY^t\\z'uij£,  an(>ther  lleet  l>rigtide.  Great  time  with 
the  ritied  camum,  tivo  or  six  ca-tes  of  bui>sta  and  uiatk.s.  Oliicers  want 
no  wore  of  thetij;  good  reason. 
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Kihrfutty  I. — Wi'iil  iLsbiiro  to  Inok  at  tlu*  niiilms  drill. 

F'ht'iittry  h  -Still  blowin^r.  ind  with  min.  (in-iit  outory  iigainHt 
tlu;  Parrott  rifles.  Captains  olijcrt  to  rereivinjj  others  in  place,  of 
those  bui'st.      I  will  refer  that  to  the  Bureau. 

Frhi'iiitnj  -'f. — Reurhexl  North  Kdisto  alnuil  dark.  .S7.  Lm/Z^  down 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Par*sed  up  to  Wliiti-  P(»int;  found  there  thc^ 
/*tnn4tf'  and  Somimn:  ha<l  heen  liusy  shellinjj  some  li^ht  hjitteries 
a/thoi*e  and  even  landed  some  (iien.  but  not  enou^rh  to  tjike  them.  They 
had  eovei-c»(i  a  ihousiiinl  troops  a  f<nv  days  since  who.  on  fwUng  the 
hattrries,  fell  f«rk  prouiptly  and  enilHirked. 

FJn'uory  Ti.  —  A  hoot -S  left  K^listo  for  Stouo.  Heached  there  al>out 
noun;  found  all  very  ipiiet.  Left  about  2  p.  m.  When  olf  North 
Kdisto,  fell  in  with  (ieneial  Kost<»r,  who  stopped  and  sent  his  aid  on 
hoards  too  lame  to  eonie  liiiiiself,  so  I  went  lo  s<'e  him  and  eonfei'about 
opprations.  Aj^reed  j^^enerally  on  two  oi*  thre^  measures  to  he  matured 
wTien  we  meet  ayain  \\\  a  few  days.  HearhtHl  Port  Koyid  about  lO 
at  night,  (ienend  Foster  told  me  that  Sherman  was  near  River8 
Bridge  on  the  yd  and  that  bridge  hud  lieen  »'airied  by  Ulairs*  corps 
with  little  lo.-is,  whiefi  .i<  rured  an  easy  i«i.ssatre  of  the.  L'oinbahee.  lie 
wa«  delayed,  however,  by  hiN  left  v.injf.  wbirh  had  not  tlien  cut  loose 
from  the  Savannah  UivtM'. 

Fi'hrmtnf  0,  The  Ann/"  annouin-cd.  lirings  an  unex]>eeted  ]»is- 
senper,  Major-Cieneral  Gillniore.  He  is  to  take  eonimand  in  idare  of 
Geuei-a!   Foster,  whos*^  w<aind  (an  old  one)  requires  attention  nortli. 

Feitriianj  ><.  —  Underway  early;  got  into  the  t4)Osaw  and  di)wn  to  thf^ 
glinlxjats;  found  them  at  the  month  of  the  t'ombuhee;  had  d*>ni'  noth- 
ing but  send  boats  up.  Had  heard  nothing  of  the  army.  All  of  the 
Dili  Vhlitfj  alK)ve  water  was  her  ])ii>e. 

Fvfjr>t(trtj ''<.  —  'V<>\(\  (-aptain  Stillwell  to  limit  himself  to  feeling  with 
scouts,  ei'awling  tiie  gunlMvats  up  slowly,  and  n<)t  far,  if  at  all. 
Stf'amed  up  about  lO.  and  when  near  the  entraiiee  of  Briekfyard) 
Creek  pilot  got  u.>  aground.  Kemaineil  on  the  shoal  till  A  p.  m.,  then 
gotoff  and  steamed  tnrough  the  orcek;  stopped  at  Ueaufort  to  enipiiro 
for  news  of  Shermati;  got  none;  wont  on  and  reaehod  Port  Royal 
about  7:30  in  the.  <'voning. 

Fthrnanj  U. — Shru^ttnitmh  brmight  itn|)(n't:int  disiuitehos.  Wanted 
two  monitors  to  demonstrate  in  Stono.  <Jrdered  the  11'/////^/ to  go  to 
Charlest<jn  with  orders  for  the  Lih'njh  to  go  to  Stono.  He  left  at 
llil-tOa.  m.  ()i*ders  foi  the  M^thi^ftuf  \\\\<\  /*Mw//r  to  l>e  ready  (under 
repairs).  Fleet  engineer  rei>oi"t^  that  they  will  be  ready  tomorrow. 
r>et*iile.d  ^iwntinfloah  and  Juitlatti  to  tow  them.  S4»nt  Inn  to  order 
['itwit*'  into  Stono. 

Fehrutiry  W. — Started  the  J\tfiM(t!(\  towed  In  the  Jnnlnin^  and  had 
MahitjHW  ready.  Before  goirig,  sent  Jleet  captain  to  see  (ieneml 
Fost^a*  and  know  if  anythini;  more  was  needed.  He  eauu'  Iwk,  and, 
to  my  surnrise,  said  General  Foster  told  him  that  the  Stono  must  lie 
over  and  tne  troops  must  be  going  to  Bull's  Bay  by  this  time.  Also, 
thai  (leneral  (iillniore  bad  taken  eomniand-  How  vexation.-*!  If  Gen- 
oral  Gillmore  had  left  a  note  with  ('a])tnin  Ueynolds,  saying  what  he 
designed  to  do,  it  would  have  been  easy  enont'h.  The  Jimi'tfn  had 
"■ot  (Hit,  so  1  had  to  send  after  her  and  luder  m  the  Paattnic — she  to 
BulPs  liay.  Went  over  to  llilt(»n  Head  to  ^av  giKnl-bye  to  GenemI 
Foster.  Steamed  out  and  met  the  /'r/*w?vV  eoming  in  by  herself  very 
niceh't  i^ixU  >io  doubt.  atitoniMhed  at  the  change.     About  U  oxdock,  oiff 
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North  Edisto.  managed  to  find  thp  pntrring"  buoy  and  pitked  the  wav 
in.  Found  thr-  Pmrufr  bolow  with  the  St.  Lhu'ih^  rrany.  as  or<h*rwi, 
to  go  out.  Had  boen  poundiriji;  tiocje  tield  Imttorit's;  yhul  them  up, 
but  wort?  hit  i»ft*!M.  Reot'Is  vcrv  thin  and  woak.  One  thousand  men 
would  .s«*att**i  thoir  outer  lines  \ww\ 

F*^>ruxirij  tl,  -Underway  early  and  steamed  round  into  .Stono;  got 
in  alx>ut  s  a.  ni.  Sent  fieet  captain  to  see  the  roininandtng  general, 
whoever  h*;  Wiis.  ReiX)rted  very  aetivc  yostrrdax .  The  L'h'njh  got 
here  alMuit  S  o'rloek  yesterday,  and  the  troojxs  U'lng  puslied  forward 
on  S-hiniMiclfennig's  ground  of  hist  Huniiner,  drove  out  the  rolwilH 
fnmi  Mmie  rifle  pit^,  the  L^hUjIi.  WtHMihirkon,  and  a  niitrtar  st-hooner 
covering  them  with  a  4'annoimde.  whih'  the  Mf'Df*nontjh.  round  in 
Kolly  Uiv(!r,  with  ii  mortar  srhooner.  bluTicd  iiway  iit  Seerssittriville. 
The  wliole  atfuir  was  spirited,  and  the  rebels  hurried  up  veinforce- 
nients,  not  knowing  what  was  to  ronie  next.  Steauied  up  the  Stono 
to  the  J^^kUih  in  udvaiH-e.  anil  iniehored  abtjut  where  our  men 
embarked  hist  simuner  (»n  leaving.  The  4-aptain.s  luiuu-  tin  hoard. 
Talked  o\er  naittera,  and  tlien  steiimed  down  the  Stono  toward  the 
landing.  Tug  announced  with  agencmr.s  flag.  Presoiilly  came  a  gig 
alongside,  witli  Oeiieni!  (iitlmore,  (iciierul  Potter,  an  aid  (rn-ay).  and 
my  ilect  cantuin.  The  gangway  was  mantied  as  usual;  (iilhnore  came, 
over  the  sine.  I  told  hitn  I  hud  only  just  received  the  formal  notice 
of  his  taking  comnmnU.  Then  he  introduced  the  Bull's  Bay  deuion- 
stnition.  Afterwards  1  a.^ked  hlin  to  make  u  minute  of  what  he 
desired,  whh'h  he  did  ami  then  took  leave.  As  the  landing  Ma«  to 
take  place  to-morrow,  J  left  Stutii>.  Meanwhile  the  Ptiwiite,  Sonnttta, 
Ofhnrti^  \\'uini$,i  had  I'ulh'cteil  out.'^ide.  and  when  I  got  out  they  fol- 
lowed. It  was  past  .*i  w  hen  I  got  <dV  the  bar  and  tho  oraer  of  to-mori'ow 
was  soon  made  known.  Then  I  went  to  ci»llect  Iiout-^  and  ImwI  gun.s. 
It  was  s  o'clock  when  I  steamed  out.  All  the  outside  vessels  wore 
gone.     Si»  otT  for  RulKs  Buy,  too. 

/^A/vm/'y /™^-()tf  Hull's  l^ty  by  1:30  a.  m.  among  the  gunboaU. 
No  trw)ps  here  yet.  About  Ti  they  came  along,  and  as  soon  as  we 
could  see  I  steamed  in.  Anchored  inside  alKnit  I'.X^v.  and  <ieneral 
l\ttter  itwwy^  aboar<l  about  SoVlock;  then  Cnptain  Stunly  and  Captain 
Bah'h,  the  two  cornmandcrs  of  division.  1  introduced  them,  mid 
lJ»e  general  <-oni-liidcd  it  l)est  to  begin  with  a  reconnoissanee.  So  he 
-started  for  one  direction  with  Balch;  and  C-ajitain  Stanly,  with  thegcn- 
emPH  engineer  olhcer,  started  anotlwr  way.  This  was  so  well  managed 
that  by  10  o'clock  these  parties  were  aground  sonir  milrs  up  tin*  liay, 
on  the  extensive  Hats.  Nice  business.  All  dipendrd  on  getting 
ashore  r|inckly.  before  the  n-bels  could  get  X^^  tin-  spi>t.  But  the  army 
came  without  aiiy  guide,  and  no  one  knrw  wh>'re  the  troops  were  to 
land  or  how  to  get  there  through  (he  tangled  navigation.  So  I  con- 
cluded to  .stmm  out  and  whi]i  in  more  boats;  vrrv  many  were  in.  and 
all  artoat.  ready  for  the  work,  Steaming  out.  I  nu-t  an  army  tug 
coming  in.  which  st*>ii|M'd  in  sjwak;  had  an  aid  of  (Icnenil  (iillmore's 
with  a  <iphcr  dis|>atcn  from  Genend  Sherman  t«»  CienemI  Ciillmore, 
who  coidd  not  nad  it,  and  secil  it  to  me.  1  4'i>nclnded  it  to  be  best  to 
go  to  IIilt')n  Ileiid  and  be  in  inunediatc  communiration  with  (ienenil 
Gillmore.  in  rase  the  dispatch  reipiired  it.  Arrived  ut  I*<irl  Koyal  at 
II  p.  m.;  (itMu'nii  <Tillmore  not  here,  had  gone  to  Savannah. 

Ffhnutiij  hi.  Heard  tliat  (ieneral  (rillmore  was  buck.  Sent  the 
lleet  captain  luihore  with  key  to  cipher,     CA>nt)dcntial  t^)  Ciilbiiore,  no 
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leave  to  ^o  farther.  Soon  had  a  reijuest  to  call  iii  an  t'Xpeit;  luft  the 
res|)onHil)iUty  Ut  (n'nRral  (iilhnon*.  AtM)ut  7  in  iht'  oveninj;  Captain 
Bradford  returned  with  tidinjifs  that  ult  the  I'tTort.s  to  roud  tho  cipher 
hml  Ix^en  unavailing.  Forwanled  it  in  a  dispatch  to  Navy  Oi'pjii'tnient 
by  stvHtntT  loavinj/  at  midnight. 

F*hvn*inj  /{.  —  Word  from  Genoi*al  Gillmore  that  tho  cipher  hud 
boon  rend,  and  that  he  would  send  off  his  oix?rator  to  doeiphcr  my 
letters.  So  he  canie  off  about  noon  an<l  unridtiled  tho  riddle.  The 
tmri>ort  oi  both  the  dispatches,  mine  and  General  GillmoreV,  wuj*  that 
Genend  Sherman  wa.s  at  Midway,  on  the  [South  Carolina]  Kailroad, 
February  7.  >»etween  Augu.sta  and  Hranohville,  but  near  tlie  latter; 
wonld  break  up  50  miles  of  railroad  toward  Augusta.  [Ga.  |  Slocura 
was  n»it  up  yl.  Tiie  roads  were  so  l>ad  from  fn-shL-t**  that  CJeueral 
Sherman  thoujrht  ho  might  have  to  turn  upi»n  (.IhnrUwt^in.  TliorelK'la 
retreated  before  him.  lie  wanted  us  to  move  u]>  the  Edisto.  Sj  it 
seem-s  there  is  a  gap  of  50  miles  between  the  two  wings  of  Shenjian's 
arm  v. 

This  unexpeettnl  move  of  Sliemmn  hut  hers  m«. 

Ft'hruaru  Jo.  Got  off  to  Charleston  ahout  t>.  Anchored  ahout  10 
p.  m.  All  quiet  save  a  bloeknde  runner  (Ce/i)  got  ashore  coining  out, 
and  was  destroyed:  business  not  so  easy;  six  or  seven  m«ii  eanie  from 
her  to  us  in  a  hoat,  most  of  th^ni  deserters,  the  rest  went  asliore, 
except  hertit'st  mate.  Alamere. 

Fthruary  76'. — Having  received  information  that  affairs  here  wei*o 
undisturl»ed,  and  having  received  lh*^  men  escaped  fnMu  the  bhu-kade 
runner  TV//,  I  left  Charleston  Hjir  about  1'  o*i*ioek.  I  got  tt>  liuira 
Hay  after  no<:»n.  General  Potter  had  been  Hgiirinir  about,  without 
lieitig  able  to  land.  The  ivliels,  too,  had  soun*  works  ivadv  for  us. 
Tlie  Oitmrti  had  eontriviHl  to  work  up  to  ii  mile  and  a  hiilf  4>f  these 
works  ftf^d  that  was  all.  Genera!  Schimnielfennig  sent  me.  before 
leaving  Charle.ston  this  morning,  the  rebel  telegram,  from  wliich  it 
appeai-3  that  the  rebels  at  Charleston  did  not  know  of  our  coining  in 
until  niKm  of  Sunday,  and  tlie  descrt*'rs  say  they  had  only  picket-t  at 
the  landing,  and  had  to  bring  troops  fj-om  Adams  Hun,  who  |)assi>d 
through  Charleston  on  Sundav  afternoor*.  Anchored  off  Stono 
about  \i). 

Ft^^ruartj  77.— At  daylight  steamed  in.  Humors  flying  that  Charles- 
ton had  l>een  evumated.  Ahout  lo  telegram  fixjm  Morris  Island  that 
General  Schiminclfennsg  had  >tartetl  for  this;  thirdts  an  evaemition 
indicated  and  will  move  on  Stono.  Asks  for  more  monitor?'.  I  send 
an  order  f(tr  \nhttnt  with  pilot  h\  a  tug.  Alwut  y  I  steamed  up  the 
Folly  River  and  into  the  Innnch  lending  toward  SiH-esfiionville.  whei*G 
i.s  one  battery  on  Cole's  Island  and  the  mortarsehooner.  Tho  general 
(Schimmelfennig)  there;  he  lame  off;  seems  contident  of  the  relH.ds 
evaeuuling  and  will  feel  them  strongly  to-night  on  .lun»es  Island. 
Wants  the  vessel  to  cover  his  right  tlarik  by  the  Folly  Ibuneh  | River] 
and  hi-s  left  by  the  Stono.  Ordoied.  Sent  a  di>piit<'h  overland  lo 
Scott,  directing  him  to  look  out  for  the  rehel  move  and  oj)er>  the  niivat 
battery  on  Morris  Island;  aUo  lo  let  the  advance  monitor  feel  MouUrie. 

The  wind  (S,  S.  \V.)  that  had  been  tiKxierate  hegau  to  bK>\\  \  lolently 
and  suddenly  so  that  \  could  not  go  out,  the  tide  fnllirug  and  low  made 
the  hu'  impassable;  sol  had  to  remain  hciv.  Guns  of  our  Imtleries 
uti  Morris  Island  huid  and  fre(|uent. 

Fthi^vanj  IS. — Beautiful  day,  with  a  gentle  hnu^ze,  and  spring  like. 
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Sent  the  IrU  up  the  Folly  Branch  to  hear  if  there  wiw  iiny  news;  10 
o'cloi'k  and  no  news.  At  10:45  j^ot  a  telefpTiin  from  Captain  Scott 
Having  thtM'(»  wius  mtTy  appiKHriiiico  that  the  iel>ol>  bad  It-it  Sullivairs 
LsIamT.  By  1  p.  ni.  reiK^hod  t!n^  Imr  jind  pttsst'd  in;  nv(»rylhin^f  looking^ 
a.s  asual;  routd  not  8C0  our  tlivg.  hut  the  ni<»nitoi'.s  lot»kod  hij.dicr  up. 
It  vid^t*.  nearly  li  oVdock  when  I  jjot  »p  to  Moxiltrie.  The  nionitoi*9 
crowdinj;^  around  the  cnti-unce,  luit  that  wa.**  all.  Heiirdthnt  two  tn^ 
were  up  and  some  sohiiers  were  in  town.  Now  canic  the  jj^eltin^  in. 
1  had  made  up  my  mind  to  do  su,  torpedoes  or  nut.  The  mate  of  a 
blockade  runner  volunteered,  i^o  I  .said  go  on.  Bradford  got  quito 
cxrited;  thought  the  pilot  going  wrong.  Sonio  of  the  e:iptJiinri.  too, 
did  not  feel  sure.  Well,  we  went  on,  hutdifferi'ntly  from  what  1. sup- 
posed. Gazed  at  the  great  f)ntteries;  how  they  stare  from  every  dii*ec- 
tion.  Preaently  we  are  otT  the  city,  so  long  looked  ut  from  a  distance. 
Then  thr  sletiuu-r  enter.s  0»uper  ftiver  atid  anchors  off  .si)me  wharf. 
1  step  into  my  barge  with  a  rrt)wd  of  captains,  Bradford,  Seott,  Bar- 
rett, Belknap,  Weaver,  and  many  min<ii' luminaries  of  the  staff.  AVc 
wuinter  along  some  street  that  iojuU  ti>  M[azvck(?)l  street  to  the  arse- 
nal, theme  turning  down  King  street  to  tlie  h»mt.s  and  alxmrd.  It 
84»enis  thiit  X\w  reUds  left  SuIIiviin'.s  Isinnd  ahuut  JS  o*<'loek  hist  night, 
except  a  small  partv  *if  t'"»".  left  to  reply  to  our  heavy  tire  from  Cuni- 
ming'n  Point,  which  went  uff  alx>ut  2  oVlock.  In  the  morning  there 
was  an  unusual  degi*ee  of  <iuiet  that  attracted  atietition.  Master  Gif- 
ford,  chief  scout,  (inst  got  ashort^  at  Sumter,  th<'n  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
lie  then  pulled  up  to  Slount  Pleasant,  where  he  received  a  surrender 
from  the  nmvor  <A  Mount  Pleasant,  written  in  jx^ncil  on  the  Imck  of  a 
pocket  map  i*L»und  in  Sumter,  for  want  of  otl»^r  materials.  Then  Clif- 
ford pulled  up  to  Castle  Pirickney.  where  he  was  still  tirst.  But  when 
he  got  to  the  city  a  few  soldiers  had  just  landed.  Of  lourse  it  was 
not  long  hffore  tlu'  truth  was  kiKiwu  that  the  rcl>i*ls  hiid  run  oif. 
After  (LHrk  couu's  im  ai<l,  thru  another,  from  (ienenil  SchiiuriH'lfrniiig, 
who  hears  that  the  rebels  think  of  coming  bin.-k  and  is  alarmed,  having 
but  few  men  in  the  town  and  thi-y  drunk;  can  I  lend  a  steamer  to  get  ft 
few  hundred  \%x\.'\\  from  James  Ishuidl!     LVrtaiuIy. 

Ft^tnmitj  '2''t.^.\\m\\i  *►  a.  m.  a  dispatch  from  Genenil  S|rhimmcl- 
fennigj  was  announced.  The  general  is  about  to  wend  a  detaehnient 
along  the  Cooper  Kiver  and  askn  for  two  gurdtoiits.  Ordeivd  the 
Vhvnajujo  and  S<*n<'nt't.  Tfu'n  he  wouM  si^nd  tioi>ps  to  ai<l  at  George- 
town and  to  be  under  Ihr  navy  oHicer.  Turns  out  to  be  only  3(H)  men, 
and  they  black.  I  h»ve  S;'t(>  murines  and  about  i5i*  seamen  idl  ready 
there  with  orders  to  take  the  fort.  However,  every  littln  helps;  give 
Stjinly  the  conuuand.  lie  is  to  land  in  the  Santee,  march  12  milen, 
which  brings  him  on  the  rear  of  the  work.  Vessels  to  dritw  Hre  in  the 
front.  Stanly  liad  started  when  tug  arrives  from  Georgetown.  Tho 
rebels  had  evacuated  ye.sterday  and  the  vedsels  are  in  |)U8setisiou. 
Deserters  say  that  Shenimn  is  only  12  mile.s  off. 

Ff-ffi'uary  36,  ~X\^n\i  K.  otf  Georgetown.  Passed  on  up  the  bay 
fWinyah]..  It  is  a  great  bay  or  river  from  the  entrance  to  George- 
town \\\  sea  miles,  where  the  Pedee,  W'aeramaw,  Sampit.  and  other 
riverH  flow  in.  Ab<)ut  Si  miles  up  is  Battel*)-  Wldte,  a  regular  and 
very  strong  work,  n^ported  to  motuit  15  guns,  of  whith  2  an^  X-iiu*h 
eohunbiads.  T!ii>  had  often  l>een  represetite<l  as  a  small  affair,  easily 
taken,  ami  one  deserter  said  he  euuld  take  it  with  a  boat's  crew.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  a  strong  naval  foive  could  have  taken  it  without  au 
}roDc)m\  and  a  laud  force  in  revei*:^c.     Noon  l>efore  I  reached  tin;  Iowq 
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ad  Hiichorefl   in   (lie*  Siinipil   tlost'  lt>  tho.  Jfim/tH:     The  town  ^>cin^ 
[?M  Uy  four  coMiixmii's  itf  niurinos. 

F'hrmtnj  27.— K  dpyetter  ranio  in  with  news  tlmt  h  rt^ho!  Ntuuni- 
)K«it  was  up  (he  Watramaw  with  »iniimriiti(Mi,  ct*-.,  i>n  hoard.  S*Mit 
(h»>  M'nujfn'  up  the  river  and  scnl  down  tor  \\w.  i^titfn*'.  WtMit  up 
off  tfui  town  niymdf  to  supjHirt  the  muriht<H.  irt.sufd  my  ordi*r  rt'^i- 
IiitinjT  the  town. 

Fi.iftuuirt/ ^S, — Pniruv*  »".umi  up  to  taki^  luv  plrt4<»;  ]  stcainod  down 
to  the.  fort.  Made  the  ninrim' oflU'tT  an  a<'tlnj;  n)ajnr.  Went  uslioi*e 
to  look  at  the  lisitU^ry  Whitr.  A  very  i'onnidahlo  work,  coriwistinj^  of 
Hevond  dotiuhcd  batteries.  In  the  ruar  >vn.s  an  intrenehtid  Urn*,  with 
hijch  riiin|)arl  and  ditch,  extundin^  ^^Oit  yards  aiTo.s»  the  only  nj'uclicK- 
hle  (ground  in  the  rear,  and  eomph'tely  eontrolling  the  i*oans  to  the 
fort  from  tlie  8antee  and  (leorj/etowri,  and  hetween  the.se  plat'e.s  the 
dense  wochI  hein^'  cleared  away,  .so  a.s  to  jji\e  no  cover.  A  :ii-pounder 
wiLs  Hiounti-d  near  t-ach  {'xtreme  <if  this  intrnirliment.  The  uia^oizino 
waf«  proof.  Thi-s  line  mi^ht  he  u  thousand  yird.s  from  the  water  l>at- 
terv  and  the  space  weupted  liy  all  alnuit  ItK)  acre**.  This  wa.'4  dotted 
witli  the  most  jsuperli  Mvo  oaks  and  the  noil  was  liruianddry.  Adnnra- 
My  eontrived  hut.s  were  jjnaiped  all  amund  near  (ho  tmtlirie.s.  eapahlo 
of  holdinj;  a  eonsiderahU'  force,  and  nmufert  i»f  f*t4ilU  for  h(jrsi-,s  were 
al.stj  provided.  Nothinjf  was  wi>,\H\  in  theeoustniction  liut  tlie  mat4>rial 
at  hand:  struii^ht.  slctidrr  piuf.H  fDrnird  the  siilcs  and  roofs,  the  inter- 
Mices  lilh'd  in  with  t-nilli,  niak'rn^^u  i|iy,  warm  hahitati<Mt.  with  chim- 
ncy.s  made  of  impromptu  hriek  and  dried  elay.  The  whole  site  would 
have  held  a  couple  of  thousand  men  easily,  and  our  .>ii  marines  wore 
hardly  lajtieeahle.  The  whole  ])osiiit>n  wa.Hs<»stroiit^  thiit,  if  defendt^d 
hy  the  500  men  said  to  have  heen  there,  we  shouhl  havi;  found  it  a 
touph  business,  even  with  the  forec  1  pro|Kwed  in  the  fall,  and  it  i.s 
douhtful  if  we  eould  lia^e  forced  the  roar  line.  So  much  for  the 
ridiculous  talk  of  those  who  \V(ndd  take  it  with  a  ij^unhuat  and  a  hoat/n 
erew. 

Wt^dmmiiiy^  Mttrvh  i.  -A  dull  looking  morning:,  with  tho  usual 
leaden  colored  N.  E.  sky.  A  liti  \v  after  7  thi-  fhiHTttd  M'»m  was  under- 
way to  iro  down  the  harl)or,  and  ihen  for  t 'harU'st<»M.  I  had  dressed 
OH  usujtl.  :trid  just  eoneluded.  Suddi'nly,  without  warniriy^.  emr»'  a 
ciiishin^^  soiuid.  a  heavy  shock,  the  partition  hetween  the  rahin  and 
wardroom  was  shattered  and  driven  in  toward  uje,  while  all  looae 
articles  in  the  I'ahtn  Hew  in  different  direetitins.  A  tcupcdo  had  heen 
struck  l»y  the  poor  old  IJarvvMl  JltM/H,  and  she  was  sinkinjjf.  The 
water  wa.s  coining'  in  rapidly  throuj^h  a  j.'reat  ji^ap  in  the  hottoni.  The 
main  deck  had  also  ^k-^u  hlown  Ihroujrh.  There  was  no  help  for  it, so 
we  piv|mre4l  to  leave  the  vessel.  The  tu<r  that  was  followin>j  lustern 
waited  to  he  called  along'side,  and  with  nuieh  expedition  haj^ffafje  wjw 
ti-ansferred  to  her.  Steauied  down  to  the  ^V//«/<?  several  miles  hehtw 
and  u'^t  tJH  hoanl. 

Mtifvli'2. — A  sU'amhuiit  came  from  Charleston  >uth  ('4d<inel  I'hilip 
V.  Brown,  jr..and;3i.iOof  tlie  Ni-w  York  One  hundred  and  fiftv-seventh. 
J  directed  the  town  and  post  ashore  to  ho  tunu'd  over  to  him. 

March  -A— Got  out  to  twa;  i*an  down  for  Cliarlestoii.  Nmr  the  li^ht- 
shiij  by  !>  oVdoek;  too  dark  to  put  Ibi*  ^V/yw/V\  dnift  across;  anchored. 

J/tt/f/i  4' — Crossed  the  bar  about  II.  (Jillmore  went  in  early. 
iSteamed  up  to  the  /*//7*/^A//'/«m. 

Matfh  11, — Got  on  I«>ardand  heard  thiit  X\u'  •IofH(titl  bad  wv^xVn  Vifc^vv 
blown  up  by  atorpedo.    tihc  recovered  louv.    TiXiVd \i\3is^  vw VickS.  Is^tisK^- 
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J/tit*i'/t  I-i.  —  In  tht' aft<>nioon  I  wrnt  to  look  at  SuiiitiT  and  Moultrie. 
I  found  Ihiil  ni»  acronnt  received  pivo  tuo  a  proiter  idc^i  <if  Sumter. 
TIh^  area  U  k-vel  and  clear  of  ruKhish  of  the  walls.  The  ruins,  that 
HhaiM'leKs  niiL*is.  is  Iimit4'd  to  the  walls.  The  niatorial  pulverized  and 
thrown  down  in  slo|)es  from  the  walls  inside  and  outride  on  the  faces 
tx^ward  our  guns.  Hut  I  ctmld  not  dijscern  that  impregnability  to 
assault  which  renders  it  certain  death  to  get  inside,  as  was  pretended. 
The  galleries  were  loopholed  so  as  to  permit  a  musketry  iire,  but 
they  could  have  l>een  stulTed  easily  while  a  shell  down  the  chimney 
would  have  t-leared  the  galleries.  From  Sumter  I  went  to  Sullivan'.s 
Island,  and  wandered  over  its  maze  of  heavy  works. 

}fnrrh  16. — At  11  the  remaifis  of  Bradford,  of  the  unirines.  weit! 
transferred  fr<»ni  the  pott<»r'stield  and  restore<l  to  Maf^nojiu  Cemeterv. 
The  conmianding  genei-al  (Ilatcli)  was  present  witn  olHcers  of  the 
Army  and  Nuvy;  also  Dr.  Mackiiy's  family,  a  detachment  of  t?nited 
Slal*'H  iiifuntrv,  seamen  from  the  shiijs,  :ind  It)"  marines.  Service 
wiLsj)erfonne<l  at  St.  Paul's  hy  Mr.  limki',  chaplain  <>f  the  Ntpiadron. 

J/rf?v'A  /7.  — In  the  afternoon  I  went  to  wh^  the  arsenal,  a  very  eom- 
jdeto  place  of  arms,  exhihiting  the  means  and  manner  of  the  I>est  work, 

Mfirrh'24. — Went  around  into  the  Ashley  and  .saw  three  tor|>edo 
hoati«;  wanted  repair;  al.^n  one  hig  fellow,  loi»  feet  long,  to  hold  250 
bales  of  cotton;  machinery  <-omplete,  and  only  wanting  iK-Ing  put 
together, 

M'lri'h  ^6. — Went  in  tug  along  the  Cooper  li>  look  at  t<»rpedoeH  and 
saw  at  one  wharf  some  IM>  of  the  east-iron  toqiedoes  for  frames. 
Higher  up  three  torpedo  boats;  one  new  and  nejirly  completed. 
Divers  at  work  tryint'  to  raise  the  sunken  torpedo  boats  that  were  in 
service.  I^>oked  at  the  sunken  wreck  of  the  relwd  ironclad;  top  of 
eawmat*'  above  water  at  h>w  tide;  its  length  al^out  85  to  9<)  feet:  said 
to  be  the  (7ii»ynri.  Uelow  her  a  slight  hreak  on  the  surface  of  tho 
water  is  said  t*J  unirk  the  place  of  the  Churltiiiim  and  the  /*fthm:tio 

Mtin'h  iv;.  -1  went  in  tug  and  visited  the  new  rei)el  ironclad  Cohtm- 
hiti.  She  had  caught  on  a  bank,  as  rej>orted.  i-oming  out  of  dm-k, 
hnlged  and  broke  her  back.  She  is  a  remarkably  line,  powerful  vessel, 
mounting  six  guns,  tl-in<'h  plating  on  casemHte,  witti  a  new  dou))le 
engine,  a  really  formidable  customer,  and  very  Mtrongly  liuilt.  with 
great  capiuitv  a-^  a  ran».  She  wtmld  have  stood  a  good  tight  with  one 
of  imv  inmchids.  She  was  injured  about  tw<»  weeks  before  the  evacua- 
tion; htid  her  guns  in  at  the  time.  They  wt-re  taken  out,  and  begun 
alwj  to  strip  olV  the  plating  for  another  vessel.  Xe«r  the  dry  dock 
wa*<  the  reumant  of  another  imndad,  ju.st  ready  to  be-  plated.  She 
had  been  tired  anil  well  used  up.  Strange  no  effort  was  made  to  destroy 
the  ('(thfuthtit.  The  last  ironclad  had  not  been  latmched,  and  was  on 
the  ways  at  the  navy  yard.  The  rebels  fireil  on  Saturday,  at  4  in  tho 
morning.  In  the  course  of  the  day  she  ijuietly  slipjM'd  off  the  ways 
and  dcpiLsited  her  remains  in  the  water,  where  they  now  are.  THis 
accounts  for  the  whoh>  six — three  in  .s^'rvice.  Chtirht^hm^  Chiiin'o^  and 
}*<ihinih>:  f'nhuiiltitf  just  ready:  one  launched  and  r4'ady  for  engine 
anil  jilates:  (Hie  ready  to  launch.  Saw  seveml  torpedo  lioats  along  tho 
(.'o<>|«'r  Hiver.  Went  t«>  see  a  new  fort,  nearly  finished  by  the  reoels, 
to  command  the  Wando. 

J/i/rr/i  .y/.- -I  went  down  in  the  IH/W/^  and  n^jiehed  inside  of  bar 

just  as  the  S,/nf?(if/4>  cro.-i.sed.     Then  went  on  IwHird  and  found  Fox, 

Out.  not  the  ^tx'retur^'.     There  was  aUo  Mr.  Korlies. 
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Aprt'f  1. — Brought  the  gentlenu'ri  uii  Injard.  At  7  took  an  farly 
bifiikfust  urn!  start+'il  Ui  loi>k  at  tliL*  iroriflad  nun  /'n/itmi/itt.  Fox 
thouj^hl  it  worth  wliilc  to  try  Hud  Hoat  her. 

A/tri/ 1.'/.—  The  Smtf uitji/ viiiiu*.  in  uhout  It  with  Mr.  Kox  and  hi;*  i)urt\'. 
Our  vessels  were  not  to  tla^  nor  tire  until  thi?  tla^,''  wa.**  hoLstrd  on  Sum- 
ter, *)nt  the  surrender  of  Iah>  tnuHt  I>e  noticed,  aiul  I  oi-dered  the,  ve.s- 
sin'I.H  to  t1u|;  at  -S  oVdock  and  tire  twenly-oni*  guns.  (  W4*nt  on  l)oard  the 
Stf/f/uu/f*  and  we  st^^anied  down  to  Suniti^r,  the  «tenniers  j;iithrrint^  iu 
thickly.  With  nie  weiv  Mr.  KoxandhidieMandnerowdof  navjilotiirerM. 
The  reeeption  was  trenn^ndnus;  larjfi*  di'tai'luuents  of  inarineH  ami  in- 
fantry i»ii  thi'  whiirf  and  in  on  tlie  wall  mid  in  the  fort.  After  a  while 
all  were  seati^I;  tirsi  pray<*r  n]u\  then  a  |uilrioti(*  .song^;  tlien  |(irner:tl| 
Anderson  ran  up  the  tlag.  idd.  stained,  and  torn;  great  eheering;  then 
Mr.  Beeeher;  not  t*»o  long,  anil  moderate,  seenungly  aereptahle;  then 
prayer,  etc.,  ami  we  hroke  up,  chatted,  got  into  fioats^  and  got  Inu'k. 
Then  we  stymied  up  in  the  Santuufif  to  the  citv;  the  litth'  rtiprndron 
did  the  saiue,  with  all  their  Hags  looking  gaily.    Then  the  sunset  salute. 

April  iti. — Soon  after  hreukfa.«t  the  Anna  J/rrnV/,  an  army  trans- 
port, was  reptn'ted  eoming  up.  NearJng  my  flagship  it  wan  noticed 
that  her  ensign  was  half-mast.  Very  s(H)n  >lie  was  I'lose  JwtiM'n 
of  the  J^/tihoUIphiit  and  hailed,  hut  was  uot  heaud  distinctly,  sound- 
ing like  '*  Assassinatiori;'*  "The  President;"  *'Mr.  Seward."  In  few 
minutes  she  rea^'hed  the  wharf  and  a  ht>at  hrought  my  swretary  on 
lK>ard.  lie  eann'  intt»  my  rahin  and  said  he  left  New  York  nn  the  15th. 
The  President  had  heen  shot  at  the  theater  and  was  dead;  Mr.  Seward 
wounded  verv  liadly.  I  inuuediatt^ly  orderetl  the  llags  of  tlie  s(]uadi*on 
half-miist  and  fired  twentv-ono  minute  guns  from  each. 

April  )i6, — Got  the  L'>epttrtmeut^s  order  for  luouruiug  for  i\w 
President. 

A/t^ril  '27. — About  iu»on  the  steunuT  Kmmti  arrived  with  dispatch  in 
cipher  from  Gcnei-al  Sherman.  1  read  it  thi^  time.  Says  that  Davis 
and  his  Cabinet  will  try  to  escape  from  Florida  to  C'uha.  So  I  made 
up  a  sqmidixjn  of  nine  steamers  to  lieud  hini  off. 

JAr//  /. — News  from  Hilton  Head;  Sherman  was  there.  Jolmstou 
has  surrendered  to  him,  and  tho  army  salutes  from  Muultrie,  Sumter, 
and  Kiplcy. 

M'fy  ■^. — ^Having  official  news  from  General  Gillmore  that  JohnsUm 
had  surrendered,  I  fixed  on  to-day  for  a  (-ougrHtulnlory  flourish.  At 
sunrise  flag.s  at  nm.sthcads. 

Mmf  ->'.  -  Ahout  l(t  tin-  A'k-swV/  came  in  with  Genenil  Shernmu.  Ilt8 
tlag  is  a  jai-k  with  "S*'  in  it.     Went  on  lumrd. 

}faij2ii. — About  10  the  new  acquisition,  the  rebel  ram  Cbli/mbta^ 
c«st  off  from  the  wharf  and  with  steam  up  and  anehored.  About  5 
up  anchor  with  the  first  of  the  ebb  and  steanu'd  dnwn  thi'  harbor.  1 
got  on  lx)ard  and  went  a-s  far  a&  Sumter.  She  passi'd  on  and  anchored 
iu  the  roads  neiir  the  Imr.  She  seemed  to  make  ahout  4  knots  with 
3a  turns,  and  can  make  JO;  Vanelerhilt  just  up  from  Port  l^>yal  and 
waiting  for  her. 

May  ^S. — Tho  ram  ci-osHed  the  bar  about  s  a.  in.  The  Yantltrhilt 
look  her  in  t^jw. 

J/rf^  ii^.V.— Quite  early  the  Cimarron  in  tho  outer  roads  announces 
the  Santiwji'  of!  the  bar  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy\s  Hag.  The 
tide  did  not  serve  until  10  o'clock,  when  tlie  Saniimjo  crossed  the  bar 
aud  1  went  on  boai'd.     Found  the  Secretary  and  wife  uud  Uttvw'^  Ixvew^. 
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Afay  'il. — The  Secretary  left,  the  Santuujo  steaming  out  to  sea  for 
the  north, 

Jiivp  .y. — Thi*  Pii-uMtiir  Ipft.  in  Xaw  of  the  i  'alifpsn.  A  Mt<*ftHy  worker 
for  two  iihcl  one  half  yeiir*,  and  the  lii*st  uiouitor  in  commission  after 
the  Mf»iifirr. 

Jim4'  17. — At  hi8t,  all  things  heinjf  rendy,  I  left  the  old  PhihidApJua. 
Ai>ont  3:;U)  ]>.  m.  I  rrosM^d  thi*  j^inji^vay  »»f  llie  Pifir/tct'  nn<l  e,stnl»lished 
mysi'lf  in  the  c^iliin.  The  ship  stunned  out  with  two  little  ronipnnions, 
//vji  and  (rem //iff //I  (+  oVIof-k).  And  ho  endrt  a  i-ominand  of  two  years 
of  oiH'  of  the  larjrest  flents  evrr  HSHfinhliHl  under  Anieriean  colore} — 
JIN  many  mk  iMl  at  one  time. 


Keport  of  ReaT*Admiral  Dahl^reit. 


No.  102.1 


Flao-Stf.amkr  PiiTi.AT>Ei.rnrA. 
C/tarffMfo/i,  K  <'.,  Mftrc/i  //,  TS66. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  Department'H  directions  in  regard  to  the 
oltstnictions  in  Charleston  Ilarnor,  and  have  several  j^ersons  at  work 
to  remove  nurh  as  existod  ut  the  time  of  our  entnuioe.  Aniony  them 
is  Mr.  (iray,  who,  in  his  ('4)rri's}MmdiMir{',  is  ilylrd  "C^iptuin  in  rliarfje 
of  txirpedoes/^  He  was  arre-'it^'d,  licjwov^T,  in  Auyust.  for  some 
oti'ensr;  he  sav!*,  becannp  he  jjut  down  empty  toriK^ioes,  and  in  other 
ways  emleavored  to  render  his  work  valueless:  others  havi'  said  that 
it  was  on  uet'ount  of  some  speeulation. 

His  Hucce*w5or  was  C4iptain  Simons,  who  remained  with  the  rebels. 
The  pernon  in  charjje  of  the  ol»tructioiis  wius  a  Captiiin  Matthews. 
The rt- are  two  jjersons,  Wood  and  Thompson,  now  here,  thai  worked 
under  Simons,  and  are  also  employed  in  pointinj!f  out  and  removing 
torpedoes. 

Tlie  ordy  ohstructioiiH  apix^r  to  l)e  those  which  extended  from 
Sumter  to  SullivanV  Island.  They  were  of  rt»pe,  and  were  eut  away 
after  our  arrival  hy  the  pftilies  I  sent  for  the  purpose. 

These  consisti'd  of  a  series  of  imli^prndi-nt  .scrtions,  nach  of  whiLdi 
was  formed  thus:  xV  stout  pii're  of  shroud  laid  stull  was  anchored  hy 
one  end  hy  a  sort  4>f  grapind  made  for  the  purpose,  and  the  upper  [mrt 
floated  b\'  stout  hlo*'ks,  weijrhing  tioo  to  4ih)  pounds,  of  wfKxl,  the 
length  fUiated  being  about  yit  feet;  from  these  dei)ended  20  lengths  of 
S  to  5  inch  rope  thus: 


1 


*  Maps  and  plans  n(  the  (oriificationB  btv  omitted.  They  have  been  nuhliflhed  in 
the  Anniinl  U4'i»«ir1  nf  (hr  SrsTotiiry  <if  thi'  N'nvy  for  18*15.  A  map  ot  ( 'harlcfiton 
IlarlHir,  Htidwing  lo<-utinu  of  obetructiuiut,  Jefeuacs,  etc,  ie  reproiliiectl  in  geriea  1, 
vulume  IB.— C«KPii.«i«. 
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There  were  two  lines  of  these,  the  lines  being  5o  feet  apart,  and 
eaoh  piece  Ati  feot  ajmrt  in  the  line 


In  a  lino  near  to  these  were  phu^ed  torpedooi'. 

Worn!  and  Tboiiipsoii  fiay  th<'y  put  down  16  after  Gray  wan  arretted, 
on  thi.s  line,  bntnnly  two  wort'  fonm). 

Gray  repre.senl8  that  there  are  four  boiler  torpedoes  in  the  ehanuel, 
and  that  he  has  underrun  the  cable  of  one  tontainin};  t^jXto  poundri  of 
I><>wdrr;  the  other,  2.5(Hi  to  'SJ)i>*\  |>ound.s.  They  will  all  be  miwed  an 
soon  aM  the  divers  arrive. 

They  represent  that  the  relieln  eonsidorod  the  rope  obstructions  as 
l>etter  thiui  tfio.se  of  milroad  iron,  and  perfectly  effective  in  cx>nnectioH 
with  the  tor]M'don.s. 

lie  .says  that  the  ropes  were  closely  watehod,and  always  ronewc*!  of 
a  nij^ht  when  a  \o^>  was  discoveretl. 

As  many  as  1*10  torjM'd<H's  were  down  in  May  last. 

The  small  nunitjerof  t4»rpedoes  found  is  prohahly  due  to  ttie  fact 
that  they  were  ea.sily  pnt  down,  and  that  they  were  put  down  always 
previous  to  an  exjH'cted  attack,  becjiuse  keeping  them  in  the  water  was 
injurious  t(>  the  i)owderand  there  was  a  steady  toss  fmm  iieing  wa.shed 
awav. 

This  is  sustained  by  the  fact  that  a  number  were  found  on  the  whai'f 
at  Hazel  street  ready  for  use,  and  that  a  large  numher  were  destroyed 
in  the  exploslim  of  4M'dnance  stores  the  tnorning  the.  n'l>eis  iefl.  They 
wei-e  found  lying  in  lots  on  wharves  jilKuit  Savauuiih  also. 

Chains  were  also  stretched  acrosjn  and  Hoated  near  the  rope  obstruc- 
tions. 

I  regret  much  that  these  were  removed,  soon  after  wo  entered,  by 
tugs  and  mi'n  sent  for  the  purpose,  while  I  was  t*K>  closely  occupied  to 
give  aiiv  personal  attention  to  the  matter,  and  of  course  before  I  had 
receivecl  any  instructions  from  the  Deimrtmeiit. 

Most  of  the  material  was  cut  adrift  and  gotten  rid  of;  the!  rope,  I 
am  told,  for  fenders,  for  tugs,  swabs,  etc. 

1  have  received  samples,  however,  of  the  rope,  of  the  ctiains,  jmchoi-s, 
wire,  cables,  etc.,  which  will  he  sent  on  for  the  inspeclii>t\  of  the 
Depurtment 

Dniwings  and  wketehes  will  be  ma<U'  nj)  as  well  jls  |KKssil)]c  from  the 
accounts  of  those  who  removed  these  obstructions. 

These  must  have  acted  eJliciently  and  ha\e  become  entangled  in  the 

Eropcllersof  vessels,  whih^  the  wheels  of  iKiddlesteaiuers  would  scarcely 
ave  touched  them,  and  thus  the-l)l(H'kadi' runners  experienced  no  risk. 
If  a  screw  were  once  fouled  with  these  devices,  the  vessel  de])rived 
of  motive  power  must  have  been  declined  more  or  less  under  tire  by 
the  anchor  attached,  and  left  there  to  get  ch^ir  as  well  as  she  could;  if 
the  others  im.s.sed  on,  the  action  of  the  Hoating  t<>rped<Mvs  was  added  to 
this  risk ;  and,  tiuully ,  came  the  boUer  torpedoes,  placed  inside  along  the 
channel. 

The  Uittcries  are  quite  as  formidable  and  numerous  iva  represented. 
And  as  the  vessels  would  piss  from  Sullivan's  Island  to  |  Kort|  >lohnson 
thev  would  have  >>een  enhladed  at  each  end.  the  stern,  where  the  pro- 
peller and  rudder  are  placed,  being  exi>o.sed  to  the  full  play  of  Sulli- 
van's Island. 
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1  svi;  MO  reason  to  alter  iny  opinion  us  to  the  entrance  of  thin  harbor: 
it  eoulil  only  liave  l>oen  effeetetf  I>y  snrli  a  nuniln-iMif  ironclads  iLs  might 
have  snifcred  lo8.s  or  damajfe  from  the  ol>stMh*ttoii>;  an*!  tnrptMloes  and 
then  preserved  sntiiticnt  to  engaj^'u  tlolinson,  then  pass  on  to  the  city 
Iwtterii's,  then  ^et  ont  as  well  at*  they  eould. 

Hut  thi'v  r.tmid  n4>t  have  reduced  the  batteries  unles:<  troojw  eould 
have  cotipt'rated  and  a^sutlted  the  rciir  as  the  ironclads  attju'ked  in 
front. 

]  judyed  rightly  also  in  rep^ard  to  the  value  of  Sumter.  If  we  had 
htdd  that,  then  no  ohstructiotis  could  laive  remained  in  the  cbainiel,  and 
all  diiticulty  of  foul  screws  avoided. 

A»  lonjj  as  the  reliels  held  it  they  could  olwlruct  the  ehannel  in  any 
way  they  deemed  hest. 

The  J'ftit/i/i/  nianu^rtHi  to  «,^r;ipplc  a  nest  of  tori>ed<.K's  ycst*'rday,  and 
was  nearly  hlown  up  by  one  of  them  which  exploded  about  a  dozen 
feet  from  h<'r. 

I  iiave  the  honor  to  T>e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

»l.  A.   DAlll-nREN, 

/^'tit'-At/mtft!/,  Conuhj.  S<nUh  Atlantw  HUuhulinq  tSfpnidnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecTifUiry  of  the  Sa^cy. 


B«port  of  AotUg  Volunteer  Lieatenant  Haffkrdi,  U.  B.  Satt- 

KliAO-STKAMER  PHILADKI.PHIA. 

Siu:  In  regard  to  the  diug^inj^  the  harhor  for  torpedoes  and  other 
olwlructions.  I  resneetfully  submit  the  folhtwin^  report: 

On  the  L'3d,  24t[i.  and  'Joth  ultimo  1  was  cngajfcd  m  that  duty  with 
the  Xii^^  Jo/n/uf/  and  Ohidioltts  and  fonr  boats.  We  t^nok  up  a  larj^ 
rmndwrof  buoys  fastened  to  u  7  inch  ro|»c,  and  stretched  on  a  line  fi-om 
lialtery  litn*  to  Sumter,  anchored  with  heavy  j^nipUn^js. 

Found  one  tor[X'do  close  to  the  wreck  of  the  7 '//i/y/Aw,  took  it  up  and 
hauled  it  ashore  at  Fort  Aloultne,  and  emptied  the  powder  on  snore. 
Found  three  boiler  torpedoes,  with  wires  leading  to  the  shore  at  Bat- 
tt'ry  Bee,  supposed  to  no  set  oil"  by  galvanic  buttery;  they  all  three 
remain  in  the  channel  at  present. 

We  drujj^ed  the  main  Ship  Channel  from  the  dry  dock  to  the  wreck 
of  the  nu)nit<)r  J)ffn/wo. 
Very  respoelfully, 

Wnj.uM  Haffakiw* 
Actinti  Voitmtvcr  Lieutenants  U.  S.  Suvy^  V kief  of  Pilots* 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Daiiujuen, 

Ciimmandi^m  Smilk  AtUtntii^  Blochiding  Sgnadron, 


Report  of  Captain  Orey. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  7.s\  1S65. 
Sih:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  the  harlior 
juid  tributaiy  channels,  haviu^r  reix>rt4*d  to  you  Heverul  times  in  [x^i^on 
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concrrnin^  the  rtHidition  of  the  obstnu'tions  since  thci  evacuation  of  the 
cUv  hy  tiiO  iv)n.'l  tiutbui'ities. 

I  tendered  my  ser\  ices  to  the  UiiUwl  Statin  Goveiiinient  tliroiijifh 
yoii  on  the  18th  dny  of  Febnmrv  (iinnjcdiutely  afUir  the  otoufmtioii  of 
the  eity  Iiy  «ii(l  Government).  1  was  duly  aceepted  and  pmeeeded  to 
work  on  me  10th  of  Februaiy.  From  said  date  up  to  tlie  23d  of  the 
same  month,  I  removed  all  the  olxstruetiont*,  eoiisiatiMf^  of  liliodill'event 
M'etions  itf  Hve  floats  carh,  50  feet  In  h'ti^th.  luiminj;  flrar  ut-ross  the 
ehamiei  (in  two  lines)  ht^tween  Fortw  SiitiitiT  and  ^Ionltrie.  On  the 
'J\f*t  1  remov«*<l  two  flout  torpedoes  in  Shij)  Chtumel  uoar  Fort  Sumter; 
ti>  the  'JGth  we  iitMjM'cted  the  barlH>r  from  Castle  Piiiekncy  !>eyoMtl  Fort 
Stunt*'!',  lint  failed  to  disrovrr  aiiythin^r,  with  the  exreptloji  of  the  three 
hirjjc  tanks  that  explode  by  eleetricity  and  eont>iined  at  tiie  luwest  eal- 
culation  from  2Jhio  to  M.DOO  pounds  of  small  cannon  ])ow(ien  They 
eHu  be  removed  at  any  titne  by  employing  u  diving  bell  and  {HM'Mius  to 
proceed  down  ftelow  the  surfa<'e  oi  the  water. 

These  tnnks  ohstruet  the  channel  Ix'tween  Fort  S\imtev  and  Middle 
Gnnind,  including  Hatlery  Bee.  The  wires  attached  to  thes**turi>edoes 
have  U'en  cut  since  the  utli  of  August,  18G4,  but  du  oue  wua  aware  of 
this  fact  but  myself. 

On  the  27th,  2.Hlh.  and  2Hth  the  weather,  being  stormy,  detorred  me 
from  carry iny;  on  thi' work.  From  March  1  totln?  3d  1  inspected  Cooper 
Ki\  er  from  Pinrkney  Island  totVistle  Pinikney  (distjince  3  miles).  On 
the  411i  1  inspected  the  Ashley  River  from  Savannah  dep<it  to  White 
Point  Inittery.  Found  one  fi*ame  of  four  torpedoes;  my  vessel,  which 
was  a  small  lioat,  woidd  not  permit  me  to  remove  them.  I  buoyed 
them  until  I  ctiuld  pHHuretheaid  of  astiiam  tug.  From  fjth  to(>th  very 
dis:igiveab]e.  windy  weather;  could  not  opprate.  On  the  Tth  examined 
Piiu'kney  Island  charuiel;  found  one  burned  sUMiuun'  in  tin?  channel  3r»() 
yards  frotn  Mount  Fleiusant  wharf,  S.  by  E.  Her  machinery  being  2 
feet  under  at  low  tide,  being  a  dangerous  utidcrtaking,  I  buoyed  it. 
Dragged  Ashley  Kiver  on  the  Sth;  found  one  frame  of  four  torpedoes; 
could  not  get  it  up,  and  buoyed  it  also.  On  IJth  and  ]<>th  weather  so 
l)ttd  could  notoiM»rate.  On  tlie  1 1th  proceeded  to  inspect  Asliley  Kiver, 
and  discovered  one  frame  of  four,  which  I  buoyed.  ()n  the  4th  of  March 
Jivau  compelled  todnigthem  to  the  shore,  having  no  other  unmans  to  ^hm-- 
'form  the  work  only  with  steam  tug  Jtmt/ta'L  One  of  them  struck  the 
bottom  of  the  river  and  explodea  some  1.5  feet  on  th".*  larboard  side, 
slightly  w<mnding  three  men  (working  hands),  throwing  four  others 
overlniard.  They  received  no  injury,  an^l  were  n^covered.  On  the  liJth, 
in  same  locality,  discovered  one  frameof  four  more,  and  saved  thotor- 
petloes.  Siuue  date  I  cut  eight  toi'pedoes  frtmi  two  fmmes  in  same, 
place  and  sunk  them  inH  fathoms  water.  On  I  tth  I  inspected  in  front 
of  Castle  Pinckey  and  to  Fort  Kipley,  ami  found  nothing  <d"  interest. 
On  I5th  weather  bad,  wind  S.  E.,  niiny  all  day;  went  up  to  ^\'H<lmoluw 
River.  On  Itlth  ilragged  at  different  points  in  Wadmelaw  Kiver  and 
discovered  no  tor|wdoes;  weather  miny,  wind  E.  S.  E.  On  17th  exam- 
ined off  Cat  Island.  Wando  Kiver;  found  four  Hojit  torjiedoes  uaxired 
with  chain:  could  not  i*aise  them  with  safety,  fearing  the  loss  of  life; 
bored  into  them  to  wet  the  powder  and  sink  thein.  Same  date  found 
two  tor|>edoes  near  the  mouth  of  Wando  River.  On  IKth  raised  the 
wires  from  I5attery  Bee  to  torpedoes  in  Ship  Channel;  found  one  lloat 
torpedo,  west  from  Battery  Bee  OtH)  yards. 
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C^HAUi.ESTON.S.  C,  March  ^,  1S65. 
Slit:  III  jwldition  to  theubove  n»p<»rt,  I  will  brioflv  add  that  onacoount 
of  nmiiy  (xtM'tiririsof  iiiino  to»fiiiii  Morris  l.shind,  and  heiiij^di^eoveivd, 
I  Hutffrod  intoiKsi'ly  in  prison.  On  oncor  twoocm-sionw  I  nmdeuttempU 
tot'Mtahliwh  iL  footinj;  nn  I'lrKJU  hind,  f>iit  inv)iriai»h  faili^l.  My  hvi"- 
imtlivund  aid  for  many  prisoners  confined  in  prison  can  ix^ostahlisfied. 
and  1  will  i>o  inon*  than  hajipy  to  dischar^'f  my  dutie,s  for  tho  bouftit 
of  tb<*  t*nit*'d  States  (rovernnient. 

Kospeotiullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Gray. 
.1.  A.  Dahlgrek, 

Coiminiudhi^  iSintih  AthiiUir  lihvhulhty  S<jtuidrtw. 


Seport  of  Chief  Sngiaeer  Ch&aiaing. 

Naval  MAtniiNE  Shop, 
OhoTlMiOi,  S\  r.,  March '29,  imft. 

Sin:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  »'arofully  oxaininrd  all  the 
toqu'do  iKiaKs  Iviiij^on  tjie  Imnksof  thf!  Coopprand  A^hlov  rivers,  and 
liavu  nunibt'red  tlnni  for  convenient*)'  of  leferenee.  I  MuLiiiit  the  fol- 
lowinjf  report  of  Ihe  condition  nt*  bulls  arid  innchinery  of  these  bnats; 

No.  1.  Situated  at  foot  of  Northeastern  Kailrciad  wharf.  Hull  in 
perfect  condition;  not  entirely  decked  over  on  toii,  and  no  steerintf 
apparatii.s  nor  rudder;  she  liesdry  at  low  tide  and  nouts  at  hitfh  water. 
The  boiler  is  complete  in  the  bout;  most  parts  of  engine  are  on  hand 
and  ill  fjood  condition;  nhe  needs  a  .smokestack  an<l  line  shafting. 

No.  2.  Situated  at  Northea-stern  lifiilroad  wharf.  Iventrth  out^^ide, 
50  feet;  breiulth  of  beam,  5i  feet  (same  as  above).  Hull  in  perfect 
condition  and  nearly  complete,  with  exception  tif  batches.  No  machin- 
ery in  this  hoat,  but  we  have  an  eu^ine  without  boiler  which  will 
answer  the  pur|M)so. 

No.  i\,  Situated  nearChisolnrs  Mills.  Fifty  feet  lonjjr;  5^  feet  Ix'nm. 
Is  sunk,  but  drv  at  low  tide.  Hull  very  imperfect,  much  worm-eaiten, 
and  unsound;  has  a  lur^e  liole  rut  in  poi-t  side  and  on  top,  aft.  Is 
|)lated  with  one-fourlli  inch  iron,  and  ha.M  a  ]x^rtion  of  tori>cd(»  apj^a- 
ratus  attiu'hed.  Boiler  in  bad  coiulition;  parl-sof  eng^ine  removed  and 
stack  gone.  Engine  greatly  corroded  and  worn;  proiwller  attached; 
3  feet  t>  inches  diameter,  yti  inches  face  of  blades,  ana  nltout  15  feet 
pitch. 

No.  4.  LSituated  near  Chisolm's  Millf*.  Fifty  feet  long;  5i  feet  l>eam. 
Is  Hunk,  but  dry  at  low  tide.  Hull  much  worm-eutoii  and  cut  up  ou 
top  in  vicinity  of  engine  and  boiler;  u  jvart  of  tor|M'do  apparatuH 
attached.  Kngine  pulled  to  pieces  and  uuich  cornKled.  One  fan  of 
propeller  gone;  smokestack  in  place,  but  in  bad  condition.  Boiler.'!!  in 
iMid  condition  and  many  pieeew  of  machinery  missing. 

No.  5.  Situated  near  Cliisolm^s  Mills,  bengtb,  50  feet;  0  feet  beam. 
Hull  complete;  lower  nart  una^b  worm-eaten  and  unsound;  is  ca:4ed 
with  one-fourth  inch  iron.  Kngine  and  boiler  jKissahly  goml  and 
nearly  complete.     Smokestack  gone;  propeller attnihed. 

No.  fi.  Situated  near  Bennet's  sawuull,  west  side  of  city.  One  hun- 
dred and  sixtv  feet  long,  U  ftM»t  7  inches  beam.  Hull  in  sound  condi- 
tion and  nearly  complete  externally.     Boiler  in  place;  also  jwition  of 


I 


SOtTTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQtTADROW. 

engine.     All  those  are  in  exeollentrondition;  ncurl}'  i\w  outut*  I'li^'ino 
is  on  hand  and  i^  now  hring  titted  in  phu'e. 

Veiy  rejtpi-'ttfully,  your  oliedient  scn'ant, 

B.  K.  Chassain(K 
Chief  En^lm-er  and  SnperlnUjuh'nt  af  VtusAjt. 

Rear-Adniirul  .1,  A.  DAiii^fiKKN,  V .  S.  Navy. 

Ciniiiiutfulimj  Smifli  Affi'iifif  iVmknd'nuj  Stfuatlrtm. 


Reftort  of  CapL  Ora;  regarding  torpodOM  foand  In  Ashlej  Kiver. 

C'HAkLKsTov,  S.  C,  A/yn'lS^  1S65, 
Sir:  In  oWdience  to  your  order,  1  refipe<-tfuUy  Mubniit  the  following 
roporl  ill  I'l'liilinn  to  tht^  toriM^does  which  I  tiiivr  diswivered  in  tlir  iity 
of  (.'hiirlcstnn  and  ils  vicinity: 

In  oni*  hoiiHi'  (»ii  Ihi'  biiiik  of  the  Ashley  Hivcr,  nciLri'hi.solmV  Mills, 
I  found  ;iii  uiid  nil  lln-  nnivi*nience8  for  makin;;  more.  Furthrr  u])  (Ir-. 
same  riviT,  in  two  houses,  I  found  IH;  in  oni^  iiou<t'  m-ar  the  niivy  yurd 
4,  and  at  Mount  Pleasant,  i'l.  Those  woro  all  siimll  casks  (iis  lar^ro  iw 
a  l0-gall<*n  rtisk),  with  piecon  i:>f  w«H>d  (conc-jibaptd)  fastonod  to  both 
ends  and  covered  with  pit^^b:  each  had  a  Uietallic  houchin^  for  a  fuze 
in  the  hiljjeof  lh<^  ea.sk.  One  wils  much  larfjer  than  the  ivst,  with  Hve 
fuze  Itoucidiijfs.  and  fitted  with  irons  to  secure  it  to  the  how  of  some 
ram  or  torjK'do  lioat.  I  also  found  *n\  a  wharf  near  the  dry  (kick  St> 
more  torjx^does.  niostU"  iron  ones,  and  fitted  fi»r  ruuii*  and  rafts. 

A[.  M.  (iiuY. 


Seport  of  Aoting  Eniigu  MlteheU,  U.  S.  Navy,  eomnLanding  U.  B.  B.  Clovar. 

U.  S.  S.  CV»VER, 

Aomtral:  1  havo  the  hofior  to  submit  to  you  the  followinjr  rmK>rt: 

Yoste.iday,  whih*  dnijrj^inj^  f(»r  lorixuhn's  in  Hop  Island  Ch:uuu»l,  we 

hooked  to  a  lino  of  ohstrurtions  which  was  across  tho  channel,  and 

we  succ4'cdod  in  raising  a  part  of  it  to  the  .snrfaec;  found  it  to  be  c<au- 

Iw.sed  of  bars  of  railroad  iron  connected  at  the  ends  by  a  shackle  or 
ink;  to  the  bars  of  iron  there  are  spars  attactiod  (abimt  Ift  inches  in 
diameter)  by  chains  (about  3  feet  lon^)  near  each  end.  To  tho  con- 
neetini^  link  of  the  iron  bars  there  was  a  (tfaain  attached;  at  about  10 
feet  from  the  bars,  there  were  four  spars  (abthnt  1  foot  in  diameter 
e>u.*h)  l>ande<l  toErethor  round  tfie  chain.  I  think  the  <-hain  leads  t^>  one 
of  the  anchors  that  held  the  obstiuctions  in  place. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedleut  scj-vant, 

Benjamin  Mit^'iikli., 
Acthu/  Htmltfn^  ('t/muufntihuj. 

Rear-Admiral  «Tohn  A.  Dahuiuen. 

On-mt/iandntt/  South  Atlantic  Bl^/ckndhi^  Sfjuadrtm. 
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Detailed  report  of  Esar-AdmiraL  DahL^en,  U.  8.  Vary,  trtnimitcing  drawingi  and  r«iwrti 
of  corpcdoea,  torpedo  tooai,  and  obstraciions. 

Flacshii*  Philadelphia, 

C/if/rltvfot)  fiiirhn-^  June  7,  iH6o. 

Sir:  The  clir**ctions  of  the  Department  in  icwird  to  the  obstruetions 
in  tliiH  harbor  weru  not  reeeived  in  timii  for  the  fall  execution,  whirh 
I  would  have  desired. 

The  rnheU  evacuated  tijt'ir  pixsilions  iibont  the  ritv  on  tlie  KSth  IVb- 
ruarv,  nnd  I  lost  no  time  in  ordering^  the  pntmpt  removal  of  all  the 
imped iiiH-nts  to  navi(j»tiori  that  ol)structed  the  entram-e. 

Mv  time  was,  however,  so  much  eiitrross(sl  by  passiujr  events  of 
imiwtrtniMi''  that  I  roiitd  ^ive  no  persfHial  attention  to  the  matter;  for 
the  numlter  of  iMY  troops  on  the  spot  wius  very  small  conii>ared  to  the 
extent  of  the  iK>sitions  to  be  oecupied.  the  foree  and  movements  of  the 
rebels  not  elcarly  useertJiinefl,  ana  I  also  desired  to  press  them  in  the 
direetion  of  the  Suntet;  and  (ieorj^etown.  wliieli  was  done  l)y  wiulin^ 
detjichnients  <>f  ves-scls  U>  Imth  these  places  on  the  2t>th.  Ast  ^mmmi  as  1 
eould  eoUeet  and  dis^mtch  siuh  foree-s  as  were  at  disposal,  I  left, 
myself  for  (ieorj^etown,  where  it  st'ems  the  rebels  hud  not  awaited  the 
naval  attjiek,  fiut  had  left  preeipitatply  on  seeinpr  the  sti-amers  enter. 

Kenuiining  at  Goorfjetowii  no  longer  than  was  needed  to  arranj^re 
nuitters,  1  returned  to  Charleston  on  the  4th  March,  and  there  reeeivwi 
.  the  direetions  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  ubr^tructions. 

The  tu^s  and  bout.s  had  been  enii>l<>yed  for  two  weeks  in  eh'aring 
away  the  obstructions  at  the  ontranco.  parsitiug  the  summary  procens 
of  cnttinj,' the  ropes  from  the  l)uoyriand  lettin^^  them  sink,  a  poition 
of  which  IukI  been  taken  in  nn  the  decks,  but  had  IxH'n  afterwards 
thrown  overboard.  8o  that  it  was  impossilde  to  procure  n single  com- 
plete siK'cimen  as  it  had  floated  in  tin*  water. 

Dilferent  tiijrs  and  itoats  bad  been  employed  on  the  duty,  and  some 
discrejJttncies  were  thus  <'anse<l  in  the  various  nt|K>rtK,  verbal  and 
written. 

Still  there  is  suthcient  information  derivable  from  the  results  of 
examination  and  from  the  evidence  of  |)arties  who  had  l>een  engaged 
in  plaeiny"the  obstruelions.  to  convey  a  fair  idea  <tf  what  they  really 
were,  and  to  verify  i)rpvions  imprtrr^sions  obtained  fr<ini  tleserters  and 
other  sources. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  the  Do|»irtment.  I  annex  some  of  the  repoitrt 
mudu  by  thosi*  engaged  in  the  removal,  and  some  of  the  stJitements 
made  by  the  deMcrters.  which  were  deemed  most  reliable  at  the  time 
and  were  also  more  eomjjIetG. 

Soot!  after  reaching  the  city,  u^wn  its  abandonment  bv  the  relwls, 
it  was  reixirted  to  me  that  parties  were  within  reach  wlio  bad  l>eeu 
emoloyed  on  the  obstructions  bv  the  relads.  They  were  .sent  for.  and 
unuertook  to  point  out  the  kxyility  and  assist  in  the  removal. 

The  t)rincipul  of  these  wa*i  M.  M.  firay,  who  statod  that  be  Inul  had 
charge  fur  some  tiun*  of  the  fabrication  and  placing  of  the  t<fri>edoes, 
but  becoming  suspected  by  the  reltels,  had  been  arresled  ami  tnipris- 
oned  for  the  last  six  months.  The  nature  and  extent  of  his  dutiei* 
were  sustained  by  copies  of  his  official  correspondence,  which  were 
found  in  one  of  Uie  otlices  and  by  other  evidence. 

There  were  two  others,  Wood  and  Thomjwon,  carpenters  by  trade, 
whose  business  it  had  boon  to  make  the  Uirrel  torpedoes,  and  on  two 
occAaioiifi  they  had  laid  them  down  in  tht'  chamiel. 
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Different  tugs  were  a«8tgned  ttj  the  work,  one  or  rnoi-o  at  a  time 
with  T>oat8. 

The  only  passage  from  the  outer  roarlM  into  the  barhor  of  Charles- 
ton is  less  than  a  mile  at  its  narrowest  jwu't,  hctween  Sullivan's  Island 
and  the  shoals  on  which  Fort  SunittT  is  built.  ArroKs  this  lay  the 
tirst  series  of  obstructions.  When  first  re-sorted  to.  these  were  of 
different  kinds,  of  rojje,  or  of  heavy  masses  of  tiinl)ei*.  Moating  bars 
of  milrojid  iron. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  with  exactness  at  what  time  each  of  these 
were  adopted.  Coinmoti  report  was  never  precise,  and  in  that  resi>eet 
was  probably  a  fair  exponent  of  the  cunuuoii  inf(nmalioii  at  the  time. 

The  statements  of  tlie  persons  who  knew  anything  of  the  matter, 
and  were  iwcessiblc,  differ  h^  to  which  of  these  were  used  lirst. 

Accoixiing  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  been  actually  employed  on  this 
work,  the  rope  obstructions  were  tirst  put  down  in  lt<fil,  formeti  into 
one  continuou.s  line,  floated  across  the  channel  from  Sumter  to  Bat- 
tery Bee. 

ftut  this  was  so  frequently  displaced  by  the  current  that  it  was  cut 
into  lengths,  which,  with  the  addition  of  others,  wei-e  anchored  at  one 
end  in  two  lines  and  rode  to  the  tide. 

It  is  probal»ie  tlmt  the  tasks  seen  on  the  7tb  April  were  the  turpen- 
tine barrels  of  this  obrstruction,  and  moreover  a  plan  of  the  entrance 
signed  by  Major  [William  H.]  Echols,  engineer,  shows  the  double  line 
of  rop(^  obstructions. 

In  the  sunmier  of  1^03,  the  l>ooni  i>f  niilroad  iron  was  place<i.  con- 
sisting of  several  timbers  handed  into  a  mass,  and  floating  the  railroad 
bars. 

And  this  account  is  .so  far  continued  that,  in  December,  ISfj;j,  a 
quantity  of  lK)om  answering  to  this  di'scriptiiin  wa«  washed  away  by 
tDC  winter  gales  and  came  down  the  channel;  some  of  it  was  hauled 
up  on  the  iK'arh  of  Morris  Island.  I  saw  this  work  la  progress  one 
<la3\  and  was  told  that  as  many  as  thirty-three  of  the  Imrs  had  been 
secured. 

I  have  J»een  at  a  h>ss  to  understan<l  the  exact  manner  in  which  these 
bars  were  connected  to  the  timliei-s;  the  accounts  given  do  not  ac<'ord, 
and  some  seimration  had  gcucrally  )>ccn  effected  befoi*o  any  of  them 
were  seen  by  us. 

They  may  have  been  encased  in  tli<^  tinilwrs,  or  suspended  from 
them,  as  described  by  Mr.  Smith.  Imt  in  any  case  ihev  would  have 
Iieen  difhcnlt  tii  remove  under  tlie  lieavy  lire  of  the  ro.hvi  works. 

It  is  probable  from  the  sevenil  statcinents  that  whenever  the  use  of 
the  bocmi  obstructions  across  the  entrance  between  Sumter  and  Moid- 
trie  may  have  l»egun.  the  ptirt.^  were  not  renewed  ha  tliey  disappeared, 
but  were  replaced  from  time  to  time  by  those  of  rope,  until  at  last  the 
wint^^r  freshets  of  18(J"V»j-t  carried  away  the  wlmle  structure. 

The  obMtnictions  which  were  actually  ftuind  in  |M>sition  between 
Sumter  and  Moultrie  after  we  entiMcd  were  of  ro|>t*  only. 

The  entin*  line  is  reported  to  have  lH*en  made  up  of  a  uiuuber  of 
separate  |>arb*,  each  of  which  consisted  of  a  stout  shi-oud  laid  ro]>e, 
tirmted  at  intervals  by  buoys  of  pine  logs,  and  anchored  liy  a  heavy 
grapnel.  From  this  floating  rope  hung  down  at  intervals  six  [wrts  of 
a  lighter  rope. 

The  exact  dimensions  are  variously  given,  as  well  us  the  imniber  of 
doats  aud  bangt*rs. 
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Tbo  piue  I)Uoya  which  won;  uHcd  »«  samples  were  31t  inches  lone 
and  15  imhrs  in  diaiiirii'r,  with  ii  xtoiit  iron  .stupU^  near  eiich  cntU 
throujjfi  wliioh  passed  the  part  of  rope  that  wa-s  to  f>c  tloatod.  It  was 
sjiid  t(i  have  heen  the  desi^'n  to  place  these  parts  or  sections  in  two 
lines  nhout  til)  <ir  HM)  feet  apart,  with  f*iiiiilar  intervals. 

But  it  may  he  e^isily  cnntvived  lliat  ihv  intention  could  not  he  lur- 
ried out  with  exactuass,  in  the  fir^t  place,  and  that  subsequently  in 
replacinjr  sections  that  wen'  lo.^l  or  not  visible,  thii  phui  would  he  still 
further  <!onfus<'d,  |)artly  l>y  tin'  inipossihility  of  knuwiny  with  cer- 
t;iinty  at  niyht  where  the  sections  were  missing,  and  partly  liecause  in 
doin}^  so  it  seemed  hetUM"  to  err  in  havin;^;  too  many  tlian  too  few. 

HenoA' the  diivrtions  of  the  linejs  were  not  maintained  with  exact- 
ness, and  the  allotted  ruuuber  of  s*^ctious  was  in  excess  of  that  <x)ii- 
templated. 

Nor  was  the  exact  position  and  numl)er  of  those  which  were  found 
in  place  noted  as  well  as  they  should  liave  been,  for  the  reasons  already 
stated,  and  whin  my  attention  wits  drawn  to  the  sniiject  it  wa-s  too 
lat<'  to  remedy'  the  omission. 

Uniwinffs  wore  therefore  necessarily  made  from  the  sevcrul  parts, 
hut  it  is  believed  they  alloi'd  a  fair  lepresenlalion  of  the  4'nlire  wliole. 

As  dilferent  tujj^s  and  boat^s  were  euipliniHl  at  ditferent  times,  tliere 
was  some  discrppant  y  in  the  returns  sent  me,  which,  as  already  stjited, 
were  not  made  as  they  .should  have  f>een. 

Mr.  trruv  ^ives  the  whole  numl)er  as  2:i«i,  which,  at  int-ervals  of  I(K) 
feet,  would  he  too  matiy  to  Im-  included  in  th<'  distance  of  1  mih'.  but 
it  may  i>e  explained  by  the  continued  renewal  of  what  wjis  snp|>i)scd 
to  l>e  lost,  and  which  were  not  so  really,  though  not  distinctly  visible. 

Tlie  care  an<l  perseverance  whicli  the  r^'Uds  f^ave  to  the  niamti'nance 
of  the.st'  rope  obstructions  is  well  shown  by  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  CfiHord  (annexed);  thev  watched  thent  closely,  and  whenever 
a  section  disappeared  from  sii^ht  it  wai  replaced. 

Our  boats  were  always  observed  and  driven  otT  if  possihle,  and  it 
was  neeeftsary,  besides,  to  work  with  threat  caution,  as  they  were  near 
|Kiwerful  batttiries  and  liable  at  any  moment  to  a  destructive  fire  of 
j^rane. 

Tne  pur|H>se  of  the  Immku  tibslructioiis  was  evidently  to  Imr  the 
passaifc  of  a  vi'ssel  entirely,  while  that  of  (he  rope  obstructions  was  to 
entaiiifle  the  si^rew  and  prevent  further  proi^rcss,  or  even  detain  the 
vessel  under  tire  of  the  batteries,  for  the  ;cmpnel  whicli  anchored  tlto 
rope  w<Mdd  also  s<*r\e  as  a  dnifj  on  the  steauMM-,  and  it  would  l>e 
almost  im|>ossible  to  cut  it  hwsc  when  under  tire. 

That  the  n>pi'  iibstrui'tions  were  in  use  Ih-ffu'i'  I  took  conuuand.  and 
afterwards,  is  satisfactorily  ascertained  from  other  evidence  thau  that 
of  Mr.  tJrav. 

A  plan  n{  the  harlxir  of  Charleston,  signed  by  Major  Echols  (rchel 
engineer),  and  daU-ri  April,  [Sii'S,  exhibits  t»vi>  lines  of  obstructions 
designat^itl  lis  roiM>  obstructions,  the  general  direction  being  from 
Sumter  to  a  point  midway  Itetweeii  Kort  MouUiie  and  Hattery  Bee; 
the  delineation  shows  a  nunilM'rf)f  dotted  lines,  resembling  the  sci'tion 
of  rojH^  just  dcs<*ribe<l;  the  dots  indicate  only  four  buoys. 

They  cnrrcMiorid  clusely  with  tfie  description  given  by  tVirnnrndoj-e 
Rodgers  of  what  he  saw  from  the  W't/ntw/tvn  durinir  thi'  tittjick  of 
7th  of  April.     In  his  official  re^atrt  he  say.s: 

W(»  A|>pr<>a<OH-<l  very  flusi"  U>  rlie  obstructioriH  extending  from  K.n  SuiiiUt  1..  Fort 
JUoultritf — Hi*  iienr,  iiiiltH^I,  ax  1  cinilij  get  without  niuuing  iiikiu  tJiein. 
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Thpy  were  marked    Wy  rows  of  iiuikt!  ver>'  near   Ui^ether.     T>i    Uk*   ey«.>   lliey 
ap]M'ure(l  iiliiia-l  to  tmich  nne  another,  mnl  itii'nt  wuh  more  than  one  Imp  of  tluun. 
To  iiif  tht'V  rt|titfar«_ii  ihup*: 


a 

a  D  D  n  n 

When  wii  liintipd  <»ii  SiilUvan's  Island  (Ft^hnmrv,  1>*H5)  Mi'vin*al 
tftlejrnims  cimio  into  my  iK>sst»ss!on.  One  rtf  tlieni.  (!:iUm1  Siiitit«'r, 
April  S,  1S(>:^>,  runs  thus: 

Bluf  ati<l  re<l  (.'t.)<8loii  li);;hl»)  iinlii-ah-  tlu*  ciicniy'H  IkhiUi  trying  to  cut  tlu*  tit'l;  ihe 
biilteriefl  will  oik'h  with  jrrapc. 

Colonnl  Fromantle,  of  the  CoMatrcani  (lUaHs,  in  the  publis>hed 
juriHiht  of  his  visit  to  Chiirli'ston.  Jum\  1863,  sjivh: 

Tlirn;  a^l^  i-KfcIU'iil  armnut'nii'iitri  of.  uii<t  otln-r  i-niUrivHiirfH  to  fmil  ihr  wruw  itf  a 
vt'set'l  Ixitwuen  r^nnitvr  uml  Sloitltri*?. 

As  mjon  its  the  ])i4k('t  and  w:out  Inmt-s  of  the,  lli'iit.  worn  able  to 
Hppnmcli  the  entrance,  the  proKPnce  of  the  r»bstnu'tioii»  was  voritird; 
but  ill  tho  oltscurity  of  tho  iii^ht  it  wbm  ditlicult  to  asrprtjiin  pn^olsoly 
what  tiu'V  nrrr,  piirtiiMiIiirly  u^  the  rebels  wero  tlifii  in  stron*;  force 
at  tho  l(K-nlit,v,  iind  vwy  littlr  time  wits  permitted  for  extuuiriation. 

(_Teiiei*jil  (iilhnore'^  impressions  at  the  time  may  Ix'  jLfathored  from 
the  f(illowin^  portiuii  of  his  ti'le^ruin  to  lue,  August  4: 

My  tii'nut  hfl."  ju»>t  r<>p<>rtc'l  thiit  the  lin<>  of  Hoatint;  l>iKiyr>  rt>n(-hin^  from  Suiutor  to 
Moultrie  ha-^  rii8api»earr*i  einre  yci-ti^'rilny. 
These  lmo^-t«  ari'  !-iii>|x*eil  Ui  hiive  torp_'(l<M*H  Hlt«i'he"l  U>  Ihr-m, 

This  diMipiMmraiu'c  was  pntl^ahly  a  uiislake  owing  to  the  ditheulty 
of  disei'rning  with  eertainty  i)bject.s  so  small  at  such  a  distiinri',  for  no 
reiKirt  was  naide  fiv  the  navy  jjiekets,  Hn<l  srM>n  after  Hnsign  H<)rt<?r, 
who  was  specially  charged  with  thiMhitv.  rej)orted  thai  *'two  steamers 
and  throe  sehooners  were  at  author  in  tlie  center  of  the  ehannel^  ap|Kir- 
ently  at  work  on  the  ohstruetitins  or  else  sinking  others,"  ete. 

Knsign  Porter,  who  was  very  aetivo  and  daring,  assured  lui^  that 
ehains  formed  some  ]»art  of  the  obstrtu-tions,  m*  he.  had  }>een  elo8e 
enough  to  the  buoys  to  feel  ihem. 

The  bnoys  themselves  were  visihle  to  tin*  eye  from  the  pieket  moni- 
t<>rs.  wliieii  were  slatioMt'd  in  the  udvanee. 

Their  reports  being  verhai  at  lii^st,  eun  not  now  !«  tpioted,  but  sub- 
Kt'<|urntly  I  dire<-ti'd  tht-m  to  lu'  ina<h'  In  writing. 

Captain  J.  L.  I)avi>,  eoutnnuiding  the  }ftmf'!nk,  reports,  2oth  Sop- 
ternlwr: 

Ai  low  water  t<Mltty  a  rip  wan  'liptvi\-on>d  extrmiinc  fr«irn  l*'orl  Sumtor  In  n,  line  to 
tliw  wtfteni  fiiil  of  the  Imoys,  t*tretL-hin^  fn-ni  iicur  Monllne  in  a  wi-jsk-irly  t!iri.iflion 
tUTow  the  rhimnel.  At  ftrp'l  I  Ihuii^fht  it  wa«  the  uieetlntj;  of  tho  tutcfl,  but  as  it  did 
not  alter  itoHition,  I  uiiiiu  to  the  conrltutinn  soint)  hidilen  obRtnu'tions  atlght  Ui  th«m. 

Scntoniher  *Jtl  the  CaUltlf  reports  a  stwrnier  plying  between  Stiniter 
and  Moullrie  on  tlie  previous  night  siip|K»rted  It)'  two  ironi'lads.  On 
the  a7th  tlie  Xohtiht  reports  that  the  ohstriution  laioys  were  ooiintod 
by  several  oflicors,  and  the  averftg<>  numht-r  was  aI)ont,  8u. 

The  lHioyi4  ilo  not  stfin  to  W  in  a  mntinitnuH  line,  litit  Afl  if  they  wt>re  in  ^roupn  of 
Ave  or  six."  There  aeeiiiB  to  Iw  anolher&hort  line  of  lari-er  hiioyn  lieyond  llie  iirst, 
whicli  1  \ndg&  to  be  a  separate  uhetruetiun  uctuhb  Hug  inland  CtianutfiV. 
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AVIiich  di^HiM'iptioii  is  roinsirkiibly  in  iiword  with  ull  the  fat^ta  since 
Hscortaiiii'd. 

On  OctolHT  :il,  Isti:^,  a  iHirt  of  tbo  rope  o[»strurlions  lloiitot]  out  of 
tho  liiirlxir,  and  wa^  distoviMrd  otV  Breacli  Inlet  by  the  Sumfinn^  which 
tow'i'd  them  in-*ide  the  liar. 

Tlie  fitnilin^  uwuy  of  tho-so  s<?etionfl,  owing  Uj  vai'ioii.s  cKust's.  soiiiq- 
tiiues  Ui  their  removal  hy  our  motits,  explains  the  variittions  in  the 
numlicrs  ttf  the  buoys  eounted  at  different  times  from  the  monitors*; 
and  their  renewal  by  tlie  retielK  whenever  they  diil  disaj)|H»ur.  is  fully 
e~stjil)Iishod  by  the  nightly  ex|)erieiu'e  of  Actiiij.'-  Master  (iitford,  who 
mrely  failed  to  bn  nt  his  postas  it  scout.  Mis  report,  w  hicb  is  !ii\nexed. 
is  of  interest,  a.s  it  exhioita  the  reaiiltH  of  much  arduous  acrvice  and 
cIo«e  observation. 

The  aceountsof  deserters  and  refuj^ees  eontirmed,  in  u  <;eneral  way, 
the  existenro  and  loealitv  of  Hit- obstruetions.  but  llieir  opportunities 
for  observation  were  seldom  as  Lfood  as  our  own.  for  none  but  those 
onjfajjed  in  the  work  we^eHlU^wo<lopJ>l)rtunitie^^  of  knowinj;^  mur<'  than 
(■iniltl  l>e  seen  from  n  shoit  distniu'e,  and  the  rebels  weit>  singularly 
frirtunat*!  in  the  precautions  to  keep  their  own  rounsel  as  to  the  nature 
of  tfie  submerged  defenses. 

The  jrenoral  existence  of  obstructions  at  any  early  (bite  was  set  forth 
in  a  <'ireular  order  of  General  Ripley,  December  yit.  lSH*i.  regarding 
the  defenst.'^  to  be  made,  against  our  attack.  In  speaking  of  thei$e 
iinivdiments,  it  says: 

Th<-  <)l>Klrii(rtii)ii*'  will  alwi  Ih'  (Itvii^'iiati,^!,  ari<l  iiiiili*r  no  i-in'tiinfllaiu^H  will  lite 
enemy  Ik.'  pf^rniilU'd  tn  rwwnnoiter  tlieni. 

Besides  tho  ot>Htruetion.<4  at  the  entrance,  tho  middle  channel  wan 
closed  by  a  doultle  rtiw  of  piles,  extending  some  distance  across  the 
ImrUir,  which  were  distinctl)'  visible  when  the  first  operations  were 
initiated  ngjiinst  Charleston. 

In  Ihi'  Tlfig  Island  Channel  wiut  altw  u  set  of  boom  obstructionH, 
found  in  April  last  by  tho  C'hnvr  while  engaged  in  clearing  away  the 
fmme  lorpi'docs  pliiccd  there. 

The  mitssive  and  complicated  character  of  these  gave  mud i  trouble 
in  their  removal. 

Tbey  consisted  of  a  stout  chain  {thT*ee-fourth3  inch  iron)  that  had 
\)cen  floated  by  blocks  of  timlKT  secured  to  it  at  short  intervals. 

The.s(!  blm'kH  were  made  of  four  H(|uure(l  logs,  1.')  feet  long  and  J  fool 
r4()uure.  kept  together  by  an  iron  liiind  at  each  end. 

Itailroatl  iri)n  linked  together  and  susiwnded  froni  sipiared  timber 
was  asswiatcd  with  the  chain  buoui. 

This  biH>m  had  In^en  stretched  across  a  nook  in  the  Hog  Island  Chan- 
nel u  lien  there  was  li-ast  water,  and  the  passage  so  narrow  that  tho 
>litml>  OH  eatli  hami  were  bare  at  low  water  and  hardly  i"iiH)  fci't  aimrt, 
besidi'.s  U-iag  directly  under  fire  from  Battery  Bee,  at  i,HM»  yards,  and 
of  the  Mount  IMeasant  battery,  at  l.OtM)  yards.  At  this  thiw  they  had 
been  so  nnicfi  wi>rtueutcn  that  they  sank,  but  the  depth  at  low  tide 
wouhl  still  have  rendered  them  troublesome  to  alt  but  light-<lraft  ves- 
sels, and  <_'aptain  tiniy  staler  tiiat  they  were  atlnnt  up  to  the  last  that 
he  saw  of  thi'in,  which  was  in  .\ugust,  lNt>4. 

In  this  way  the  main  entrance  waw  ohstruoted  between  Sumter  and 
Mtndlrie,  ami  two  of  the  channels  b'ading  from  it  W4're  barrerl  by  piles 
and  Imhiius.  tcavuig  (»i)en  only  the  man)  channel  to  the  south,  which 
ivaH  left  l<i  tim  control  of  the  beavv  batturKH  that  lined  iU 
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Those  ottstriR-titms  wore  defonded  l>y  torjwtloGH  and  by  flGries  of 
l»alU'ries,  irontliid?*,  and  toqwdo  Ixjats. 

After  obtiiininii;^  put*.srHsion  of  the  Imrlwr  llie  cxauiinutiun  which  was 
niotle  disclosed  the  use  of  three  kind.s  of  tor]>edoes. 

The  floating  torpedo  wan  made  of  u  iimall  barrel,  capable  of  con- 
taining' Tt>  pounds  of  powder,  generally  mounting  two  fuzes  on  the 
Itilge,  anchored  .so  a.s  to  come  in  contact  with  the  lK>ttonis  of  vewsela; 
by  means  of  a  Humll  weight  these  fuzes  were  kept  upperuiont. 

These  torpedoes  were  well  known  in  the  K*]uadron.  having  Iwen 
piiked  up  and  eneounlered  at  various  times  in  the  St.  John^s  and 
Stono,  expliHling  occasionally  with  full  eifect. 

They  were  liable  to  be  lost  liy  getting  adrift,  or.  if  not  tight,  might 
be  HiKtiled  by  water;  but  the  rebels  kept  a  vigilant  eye  on  thuui,  exam- 
ining them  at  times  iind  replacing  them. 

There  was  a  regular  e;?tal)lisbnrcnt  here  for  their  fabrication,  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  (Tray,  who  held  the  position  of  captain. 

A  ymrt  of  the  correHpondeMee  of  this  branch  is  now  i:i  my  hands, 
fron)  which  it  anjjears  tliut  there  wer<^  35  tn  40  hands  emjjhiyed,  and 
that  ]\lr.  firay  uistributed  the  barrel  toriiedoes  along  the  I'uiust  from 
Georgetown  to  St.  .lolin's;  he  also  ti-ansmitted  a  variety  of  material 
even  as  fur  as  Moldle.  and  his  connection  wa^  dire4't  with  several  com- 
manding ortieers. 

Wood  and  Thomjjson  were  employed  in  the  department  to  "buitd 
the  torpedoes,'^  an  they  expressed  it. 

It  api>earK  that  no  great  number  of  these  was  kept  placed  penna- 
nently  in  Charleston  Harlfor,  because  they  were  dangerous  to  vessels 
moving  about  on  the  ordinary  communications  by  water,  and  a<'cident8 
hiid  occurred.  They  could  readily  be  put  down  iu  a  very  short  tiiuo 
on  the  apix*)inince  of  a  nunc  on  fjur  part. 

In  the  middle  of  January,  for  instance,  when  this  was  suspected,  an 
order  was  given  to  put  down  several  line^i  of  them.  Wood  and 
Thompson  placed  sixteen  of  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rojw*  ob>truc- 
tions,  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  and  seven  at  the  entrance  of  H(tg 
Island  Channel.  Others  were  directed  to  l>e  laid  down  from  Fort 
Johnson  to  Castle  Pinckney,  which  soems  to  have  been  deferred  until 
the  attack  liegun. 

One  of  those  near  the  obstructions  was  encountered  by  the  monitor 
J*(tf<rjjt<ii)^  on  the  night  of  the  loth  of  January,  when,  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  cooperating  with  (jenenil  vShennan.  I  had  ordere<l  a  vigorous 
effort  to  be  made  to  remove  the  rope  obstructions,  and  the  picket 

■  monitors  covered  the  Imats  so  engagea. 
It  seems  that  the  work  of  ]>lacing  these  torpe<loes  had  been  com- 
pleted that  very  night,  and   the  Putumio  went  down  with  two-thirds 
»of  her  crew  abnost  immediately  on  oeiug  btruck.   Iieing  at  the  tiiue 
alnrnt  H'Hj  yards  from  Sninler. 
Immediately  after  entering  the    harbor  of    Charlrston,  vigorous 
eitorts  were  made  to  remove  these  floating  torpedoes,  butaltliough 
some  of  the  very  men  who  bad  put  them  down  were  employed,  with 
the  aid  of  steam   tugs  and  boatvs,  and  all  the  ordinary  appliances  to 
recover  them,  dragging  and  sweeping  the  water  for  luauy  days,  only 
four  could  be  foun<r<)f  the  sixteen. 
K      The  B/'ftl/  csime  in  contact  with   and   exploded  one  on  the  17th  af 
H  March,  anil  the  Mtifmu-fint^etU  gmzod  ouo  ou  the  lyth,  so  that  the  bal- 
H  aucc  I'cmnjn  undis(!overed. 
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A  set  of  the  .same  kind  placed  across  the  mouth  of  tlae  Wando 
recovered  and  de^ttroyed. 

Actin^^  Mn-stor  Gifford  found  as  many  a**  HI  at  different  |K»ints  of  the 
shore  alwut  the  harbor,  naidy  for  service,  *)r  nearJy  so,  and  at  hand  to 
be  put  down  if  needed. 

At  Canrtto[»\**  Illuff,  in  St.  Augfustine  Creek  (one  of  the  approaches 
to  Savannah),  were  found  a  number  lying  on  a  wharf,  all  i-eady  for 
immediate  u<io. 

They  were  conveniently  handled  and  could  be  laid  down  rapidly  and 
easily- 

W^ood  and  Thompson  say  that  with  one  boat  they  pliwiod  them  at  the 
rate  of  four  in  an  hour. 

This  kind  of  torpedo  was  the  most  covenient  of  all  and  the  most 
dangerouH;  thous;h  Ijeing  lialtle  to  shift  with  the  current,  they  were 
apt  to  trouble  those  who  used  them.  One  reitel  steamboat  (Jfer/ow) 
had  l>een  blown  up  in  the  Ashley  Uivcr  some  time  ajjo  by  one  of  them, 
and  in  June,  18t>4,  another  reljel  steamer  plvin^^  from  tjumter  u])  the 
harlM>r,  was  struck  liy  one  and  l>eached  on  tlie  slmal  near  Johnson  to 
prevent  sinking  in  deep  water,  supposed  at  the  time  to  have  been  run 
ashore  acc:identally. 

It  is  probable  that  the  TtTifmach  was  sunk  at  Mobile  in  Admiral 
Farrag^ut's  attack,  by  (jne  of  this  kind,  also  the  Mf/tfuultiti^  the  (hmje^ 
the  Rod^flph^  and  a  tinclad  (18)  in  the  recent  captures  of  the  forts. 

My  own  tlajjship,  the  Ifamift  Mttrni,  wa.s  destroyed  by  the  same 
device  in  Georectowu,  and  three  army  transport**  in  the  St,  .Tohu^s, 
M'tph'.  Lenf^  Itarrirt  Wctd,  and  another. 

Mr.  Gray  states  thoy  were  placed  in  such  numbers  alwut  the  main 
entrance  and  channel  about  the  time  of  our  operations  a^iinst  Morris 
IsLmd  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  any  vessel  to  escape  that 
coteriHl. 

There  were  also  permanent  torpedoes. 

One  species  of  these  consisted  of  a  f  i-ame  of  three  or  four  heavy  tim- 
bers, jMirallel  to  each  other  arul  a  few  feet  aptirt  tied  tofjellier  l\v  cross 
timlwrs;  at  the  head  of  each  timber  was  a  <'ast-iix>n  torpedo  with  a 
fuze. 

A  model  of  this  kind  was  made  for  me  by  William  Flynn,  a  refuse, 
who  had  worked  on  them  in  (Charleston. 

The  fnime  was  placed  obliquely  and  held  b}'  weipfhts  so  a^  to  pre- 
sent its  torpedoes  to  the  bottom  of  a  vessel  approaching. 

Series  of  them  were  plai^ed  in  ijarticular  parts  of  the  channel. 

Four  fnmics,  mounting  lifteeii  ttirpedcM's,  were  found  at  the  entrance 
of  Ashley  River;  they  had  Iwen  there  some  time  and  yet  were  in  such 
good  condition  that  one  exploded  when  towed  away  carlessly,  and 
though  a  dozen  feet  from  tne  tug,  the  explosion  hurt  and  knocked 
overboard  several  men. 

Fnimes  were  also  found  in  the  narrow  pass  of  Hog  Island  Channel, 
just  a-s  it  branches  from  the  main  channel  near  Battei-y  Bee  and  close 
to  the  boom  obstructions  already  descril>ed;  and  another  set  in  the 
neck  of  the  middle  (channel  near  Castle  Pinckney. 

There  is  said  to  be  another  set  in  the  shoal  connecting  the  middle 
and  the  north  channel,  not  removed  at  this  date. 

One  of  these  fnuaes  was  found  lying  in  a  dock  of  the  Cooper  River, 
with  the  torpedoes  mounted,  ready  for  use. 

In  many  cases  the  frames  had   been  niu^'h  wonn-eaten  so  that  in 
attempting  to  ivmovo  them  the  timber  broke  and  fcU  to  the  bottom. 
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On  tlie  wlmrf  ncitr  it,  iiml  tht;  lifljiMiiinjr  tfuildiiij^s,  wliirli  li:ul  Uv.Gn 
ii2«d  as  a  factory  for  the  torjwdocs  until  our  yhells  rendr.retl  it  dnn- 
gerouH,  wore*  SOi-ast-iron  torp4?<io(».s  foi*  fntiiung. 

This  kind  of  torpedo  wuh  used  in  tho.  Ojifcechoe  and  Sitvannah  rivers, 
where  thry  wem  distinr-tly  visible  at  very  low  wnter. 

And  prolmbly  it  was  one  of  this  kind  that  struck  the  Montmtk  in 
Kehniary,  ls(;:i,  when  attiieking  Fort  MeAIIinter. 

■  As  torpedo  friuucs  roiild  not  be  tixed  in  very  deep  water,  another 

kind  was  used  for  tho  piirjxise.     This  wiw  ;i  lar^^e  .slieet-inni  boiler, 
capable  of  contaiiiinjf  l,oOO  to  3.(nh)  pound.s  of  powder,  to  be  exploded 

•      bj'  a  tralvimie  batter}',  eoiuiected  by  an  innuluted  wiiv. 
Three  of  these  were  loeated  in  the  main  channel,  (wtween  Battery 
Bee  and  Fort  dohnson.     The  wire  rop*^  of  eaeh  was  led  to  Sullivan's 
Island,  and  all  weiv  found  in  ^'ood  eondition. 

Perseverinjr  effort-s  were  made  by  the  s<jimdron  divers  to  follow  tho 
wires  from  the  shore  to  the  torpedoes,  hut  they  had  become  so  over- 
laid by  deposits  of  sand  as  to  n^sist  all  attempts  t^i  ndea.-^^  tlieni,  and 
were  bi-oken  several  times  in  the  proteedinj^.  A  larjfe  (ptantity  of  tho 
wire  ro|>o  wiis  tnkeu  up.  Sctnie  of  it  wiis  used  subseipieritly  by  our 
own  <livei-s.  Stnie  of  the  ranjire  ludns  havin^f  l>een  removed,  it  was 
found  imposMihle  to  determine  with  prwision  the  exact  locality  where 
the  divers  could  reurh  them  without  following;;-  the  wires. 

A  tori)edo  btiiler  ready  to  receive  jMiwder  was  found  on  tho  wharf, 
where  the  eastii'on  torpedoes  for  tho  frames  already  mentioned  were 
discovered,  tojrether  wtth  a  large  quantity  of  the  wire  rope. 

This  was  made  in  the  best  manner,  prolwibly  in  Rnffland.  Tho  cop- 
per wire  wns  ir»stdiited  Ity  a  tube  of  india  nil>bor.  protected  by  a 
wnipper  of  hemp,  and  over  that  elos^dy  laid  wire. 

In  this  eounection.  I  may  also  mention  the  torj^doov-*  designed  for 
the  nuns  and  tor])e<lo  IhhiIs,  samples  f>f  which  were  recovered  by  divers 
from  the  bed  of  the  river,  where  they  had  lH>en  thrown. 

There  were  two  sizes,  Ivotb  betnij  elongated  copf>er  cylinders,  with 
hemispherical  ends,  niid  diameters  of  10  inched;  but  one  was  33  inches 
lonjr,  the  others  '1\  inches. 

At  the  outer  end  were  screw  sockets  for  eight  fuzefj,  so  an  to  prcj^ent 
points  of  explosion  in  every  dirertion. 

The  torpinlo  for  the  bow  of  a  mm  wms  of  eopjx'r,  l>arr4'l-shaped,  and 
tajM^rin":  to  a  |K)int  at  the  onte:r  end.  It  has  sockets  for  seven  fuzes 
on  the  upper  hilj^e  and  end. 

Its  contents  of  powder  weiv  about  134  |xtunds. 

The  three  torpedo  boats  in  service  had  been  sunk  in  the  Cooper 
River,  off  the  city  wharves.  Two  have  been  niised  and  one  put  in 
g(KHi  order,  so  as  to  steam  about  (he  harbor. 

In  length  about  64  feet,  and  oj  feet  in  diameter,  capable  of  steaming 
abijut  5  knot*'. 

There  were  six  others  that  were  under  repairs.  t>r  l>eing  completed, 
of  which  two  are  now  ready  for  .service. 

Ju.st  ah»ove  these  that  had  been  sunk  were  the  three  ironclads,  <*hi- 
corOy  Pahiu^ttfu  and  CharU'ston.,  all  of  which  had  bei-n  fintd  an<i  bkiwn 
up  0!i  the  day  we  entered. 

Tho  C/iifyira  alone  is  visible  in  any  {wrt,  and  that  only  a  few  iiM'hes 
of  the  <'asematc  at  low  water. 

Up  a  small  creek  wa^s  found  a  fourth  ironclad,  the  Otdumhia^  tjf  tUtt 
bame  size  as  the  ClvurUaUm^  but  plated  with  li  iuches  ol  \tqxv. 
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A  now,  well-ltnilt  vi^sm;1  just  roiitly  for  fiervit'c. 

It  seeiits  that  about  a  month  before  the  entrance  of  the  Union  foroea 
(January  lii),  the  vcHHel  ha»l  l>een  docked  in  the  ereek  above  the  city, 
and  in  ^ettinjj  her  out  of  tho  dock  she  jji-ouiided. 

The  relwls  seem  to  have  t»egnn  to  extricate  the  vessel,  Imt  had  not 
sufficient  time  before  they  abandoned  Charlejston.  Why  yhe  wnrf  not 
destroyt'd  i.-s  ditUcult  to  conceive,  as  they  sunk  the  three  that  were  in 
service  and  burned  two  new  Ironc^lads  that  wert?  not  completed. 

This  vessel  wa-^  fully  ready  for  scrviie.  even  jjunw  mounted,  which 
it  was  said  were  taken  out  aft^r  ^^roiindin^'.  and  a  portion  of  the  plat- 
iuij  had  been  removed  ds  a  preparation  for  lightening  and  floatinjj  the 
vessel. 

Under  the  belief  that  the  vejuscl  could  l>e  saved,  I  gave  the  neccssarv 
directions,  and  on  the  I'Hth  had  the  satisfai^tion  of  seeing"  her  floated, 
which  WHS  etfeeti'd  by  the  exertions  of  seveml  officers:  Lieutenant- 
Conmiander  Mutlhews,  Fleet  Kngincer  I>an)»y,  Chief  Enginec^r  Kier- 
sted,  by  Master  Carpenter  Davies,  by  Lieutenant  Churcnill,  and  the 
divers. 

This  vessel  has  an  extreme  len^ili  of  :il*I  feet;  beam,  5H  fe<?t;  is 
nIaU'd  witli  ti  inches  4>f  iron;  carries  six  ^uns  of  the  heaviest  caliber; 
Ws  two  cn)j;ines,  bi^h  ]>re.>sure:  ample  accommodations  on  licrth  dock 
for  cabin,  waixJroom,  and  men,  with  jjood  ([uarters  in  the  casemates. 

Her  leaka{>re  is  very  small,  indic^iting  no  great  injury  £1*0111  the 
grounding. 

Her  steam  power  was  in  jfood  order,  o!dyve<|uirinjf  the  stack  pipe 
and  smoke  b<tx  to  be  repla<'ed,  and  some  of  the  interior  pipe  that  had 
l)een  cut.  The  (Jnhtmhm  left  on  thi*  -J.td  May  in  tow  of  the  VanfL-r- 
bUt,  and  was  conunanded  by  Lieutenant  llayward. 

I  ])ro|>ose  to  plac*'  four  of  my  own  neiv  X-inrli  j^uns  in  tbecasemate, 
one  at  each  corner;  they  weigh  about  l(),tM»opoiiiKls,  and  will  throw  a 
solid  shot,  with  M)  jKmnds  of  jwwder,  which  h)is  pierciMl  4i  inches  of 
gootl  iron  at  :iO0  yards.  If  the  two  other  guns  are  needed,  they  may 
be  of  IX-inch. 

Annexed  are  lo  sketx-hes  illustrating  the  various  devices  which  are 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 

1.  General  plan*  of  the  harbor,  showing  the  positions  of  the  bat- 
teries, obstructions  of  IxKims.  rope.s.  and  piles;  tor|>edoos,  barrel,  f  mme, 
and  lH>iIer;  sites  where,  lie  the  wrecks  of  tlie  rnunitors  We^hmchn  and 
Piifaj/sro^  steamship  f['nuifif*/nii\  rebel  st^'amer  Kfiwnn^  eti;.  This  has 
l>een  prepared  with  great  caro  bv  (.'aptjiin  litmtolle  from  drawings  on 
the  s|jot  of  the  batteries,  deterimnation  nf  the  locality  of  tlie  obstruc- 
tions, etc.,  from  olwervation,  or  from  the  statements  of  those  who 
removed  them.  It  is  a  valuable  and  highly  executed  specimen  of 
coast-survey  work  which  is  highly  creditable. 

2,  3,  4.  Kooe  obstructions  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  tlieir 
anchors  and  tioat^;. 

5.  Portion  of  iKxjm  obstructions  in  Hog  Island  Channel. 

6.  Barrel  torpedo. 

7.  Torpedo  frame  found  in  Ashley  Kiver,  Hog  Island,  and  middle 
channel. 

*  Oiiiittet).  This  iimp  i«  piiblish*^!  in  the  rrpnrt  of  the  StHreUry  nf  the  Xavy  for 
isr>5.  Stilistantially  \\\v  niitiu*  tnfonnatinii  is  jriviri  in  Xhv  map  of  Mpprouches  to 
C'harlratoQ,  published  lii  Series  1,  Vol.  14. — Cuui'UJfU. 
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8.  Its  t^mrdi). 

9.  Torpodo  frunio,  and  its  t<n"(>odo.  usod  in  the  OgMicboo  near  Fort 
McAllister  and  in  the  Siiviiutuili  Hiver  near  the  city. 

l<i.  Tor|KHUj  from  Imw  (if  n-lH!)  rum. 

11  and  la.  Tori^cdoos  of  the  '*  Davids,"  or  torpedo  lioat^. 

13.  Spprimpii  of  the  *'  I>avid."  or  toi*|iod<j  k>at  found  in  CharlcHton* 

14  and  l.'i.   Skot<*h  of  rrln-I  ram  M// '//**/»///.  cnptitrfd  with  Vlutrh-HUm. 

Nos.  i*,  13.  14,  and  15  arr  InSroond  Assistant  Knjrin<'t'r  Smith.  All 
the  rest  wore  madr  iindi'r  the  su|M'rvision  of  Cai>tain  Uoutollc,  of  tho 
CoiUst  SuiTev,  and  with  (jri^at  ruro  from  actunl  miinples. 

The  foit>^oinfr  <'<nivi'yH  tho  Iw.st  infunimtion  that  I  rutild  collect  by 
the  means  at  my  (iis()osal  in  reyiard  to  the  .NuImnTged  imrx'ditnenls  of 
the  harhor.  And  their  otKeiemiy,  when  kept  in  ^'ood  order,  is  not  to 
be  judj^ed  from  the  condition  in  whieh  we  f(»und  those  whieli  were 
conipo.s«Kl  more  or  le.ss  of  heavy  timbci'.  The  tUidy  curr  and  ri'iiova- 
tion  that  tliey  re-4*eived  from  (he  relx-ls  had  erased  for  two  and  oven 
three  months  before  wo  handlod  them.  The  bonni  ohstruetions  and 
fmniHs  in  Mo^  Island  Channol  were  H'aehi'd  only  Iwti  to  two  and  a 
half  months  after  tlie  oity  wius  a)>arKloued,  anil  the  frainiw  In  the  mid- 
dh>  channol  had  boon  left  iinnotieod  for  throe  months. 

It  may  be  conceived  that  daily  e«re  wu.s  indis|x*nsalile  to  their  pres- 
ervation, and  this  lliey  did  nt)t  reeoivo  afl^r  the  ivbeis  evaeuated 
Charleston. 

Ann(!Xod  will  be  found  tlie  sljiteiuent.s  of  various  ijersoiiH  in  reyiird 
to  what  they  know  of  the  vart(tuK  kinds  of  obstructions,  etc.,  used  to 
defend  the  harbor  of  Charleston. 

There  is  no  j^reater  diversity  in  those  aecounU  than  mii;ht  be 
ex|)oct4Hl  from  tho  natun-  of  the  dovioi-s  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  ditleront  partios  o)>tained  informatitfu  <d'  them,  (^uitc  suili- 
ciont  it  is  certain  to  show  tlmtthesi*  several  eon trivaneos  of  obstructions 
and  tor|>ed<M*s  wouUl  have  l)oen  u.s  troublesome lus  it  was  e.\|H»cted  they 
would  I)e  in  connection  with  tho  heavy  batteries  that  lined  the  harl)or 
and  the  rel>el  ironclads. 

I  have  the  honor  to  In?,  very  I'espeetfully.  your  ol>edient  servant, 

^.  A.    DAIIUiUKN, 

Rt^tr-Admirai,  Ormd/j.  *S*nUh  Atfmtfw  JJ/orindi/it/  *S*juadr<*n. 

Hon.  (T^)^»N  Wei.lks, 

iievrelnry  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclonire.] 

Thft  following  raomoranda  ai-e  from  statonicnts  made  by  a  party  of 
refugees  that  rcai-hod  lUft  directly  from  Charleston,  and  may  he  taken 
aa  a  nummary  of  luuch  tlmt  bad  own  derived  previously  from  other 
fiomves. 

Thpre  wei-e  eig-ht  men  in  all.  and  they  were  picked  up  by  one  of  the 
advanrod  st^'am  tugs,  whence  they  were  immcdiatelv  Kent  to  me  on 
Iward  the  Sntith  Cn/fd/'itft,  at  anchor  among  the  ironcladii  intJie  Roods. 

William  Klyiin,  an  intelligent  ship  carpenter,  who  had  worked  on 
one  of  tlie  ironclad;*: 

Haft  Hpen  nn  iron  lioiler  ntt«<l  an  n  torpedo:  hw  lwun\  Ihat  it  wan  put  dnn-n  lx>low 
Moultrie,  between  Mtjultrie  aud  Suinlcr,  in,  he  e*iiniot*-H,  8  fathoms  water;  length. 
10  feet;  (.liaineler.  2}  tVei;*  hac  heard  that  it  will  e»intain  oW>ut  2,(K))J  pounda  of 
powder;  hHM  heanl  that  wire  leiwln  into  one  uf  the  baltvriustm  .Sullivan  «  Inland. 
\Vire  ii*  tive-eightliM  iTieh  thii-k;  han  i'een  it. 

Haa  been  enjnHre*!  In  nmkiiijf  (Io.'iliiif<  li»ri»e<lr>0}»,  mirh  ah  were  picki"d  up  in  lh« 
Stono;  Ijelieve:*  that  they  were  Bcattcrcd  al»oiit  the  hnrlxr.  bnt  docs  not  know  wlierv; 
has  also  been  en^'a>ced  in  n)Hkin>;  frames  on  whii;h  turix^lo  f^hellt*  are  ftoat^nl;  none 
of  them  are  launched;  was  engai^^i  in  niaklnK  <'"e  at  Battery  Tatotu;  haw  heanl 
that  iliver  i--«  at  Sullivan's  iHland;  thns!  "Uavidf*"  ure  now  i^ady,  two  new  ones 
and  the  old  one;  liai*  never  worked  on  tiieni;  »oine  ottierx  are  hnildin^',  making 
Bome  seven  or  eight  In  all. 

Michael  Murray,  stout  laborer,  shrewd  but  ignonuit: 

Hna  been  in  Charleston  i-inre  15th  tk't>ber,  IKIJI;  Im:^  U'cn  employed  in  the  enri- 
neers'  department  since  Aiifjuyt  lft*t;  liau  been  pulling  &  tmat  sinee  he  went  into  the 
Bervice;  was  never  employed  puttinjt  down  rope  o)M>truetiont«,  but  in  putting  down 
barrel  torpedm'H  in  a  variety  (»f  riverw  to  the  .southwanl,  ami  other  ptares.  Altout  the 
lieginning  of  Noveinberwas  first  crnploverl  in  putling  down  the  liarrel  l^ir[i»^loe8 
between  Moultrie  and  Sumter;  were  put  down  In  6,  7,  and  ><  fathoms  of  water  near 
the  rope  obetructione.  At  low  water  they  were  all  intende*!  to  1>e  in  1  fathom  of 
watw.     The  barrels  contain,  Pome  50,  some  100  {xmnds. 

He  was  prtisent  In  »  Iwat  when  the  boiler  tori)e<lo  ( A"l  which  McAllititer  K[>eakfl  of 
waapntdown.  It  i»  on  a  line  with  Fort  Ripley  and  the  Circular  Church.  It  waa 
to  be  exploded  by  a  wire  which  IhI  into  Batlerv'  Bee,  but  the  wire  was  too  fhf>TX  and 
the  end  j?ot  away  and  nank.  It  wan  grappled  ^or  two  or  three  times.  Murray  waa 
in  the  boat  which  pranpleil  for  il.  They  trii-rd  it  on  diffen*nt  days  and  nights  three 
timee  befon^  they  got  hold  of  il,  splieed  a  piece  on  the  end  <'f  it,  and  look  it  into  Bat- 
tery Bee.  Torpt'do  lies  in  7  fathoms  of  water.  It  lies  a>X)ut  800  yanls  north  of 
Sumter.  The  wire  that  led  l-t  Battery  Bee  wan!  J  milew  limp.  The  place  pointetl 
out  by  hitn  on  tlte  plan  of  the  harbor  ih  ahout  I, '(MM)  yunln  from  Sumter  and  1,400 
}*ftntK  from  J'lhnson,  and  lies  just  in  the  channelway,  on  the  turn  to  Fort  .lohnson, 
alHHit  50<)  yardw  north  of  the  Hat  an<l  on  a  line  drawn  through  Fort  Ripley  and  the 
Circular  Chnrch.  ami  l»  marked  by  aljarrel  buoy.t 

Hog  Island  ( 'hannel  hai*  a  gn-at  many  torpedoes  in  it,  crom  framed,  afl  deecribed 
by  Williain  Klynti.  He  wa^f  employed  al>oul  ten  days  apj  in  raiping  eome  of  tliem  Ui 
examine  them'.  Thei4e  have  Xah-ii  muk  to  the  Iwitlom  by  lai>;e  tflonefi.  They  could 
not  mine  any  of  them;  hail  to  le.ave  them  alone.  The»<e  are  among  the  tlrMt  umkI; 
have  n  pornl  many  Hunk  in  the  up|»cr  Stono,  Imt  not  many  in  Charleston  Harbor; 
are  ponic  in  Ashlev  Uiver,  from  ^^  hite  I'oint  liattery  to  Wapjioo  Creek. 

There  are  lorite«loe«  of  another  kind  in  Charleelon  Harbor,  inclined,  with  the  ends 
rettting  on  the  bottom.  \Va«>  in  a t<teamlH»at  <alle<l  the  Mnrimi,  which  wat>  blown  up 
accidentally  wliile  iMitllngdnwn  punie  of  thes«j  in  the  At^hlev  River  near  Wappoo 
Creek;  thinks  it  was  eighteen  months  ago  when  this  happened.  Ilcr  whole  bottom 
wag  blown  out  of  her,  machinery  <lestroyed,  and  fhe  flank  immediately.  There  are 
three  gam  in  the  line  of  piles  IIiih  Hide  of  Rij>ley,  ewh  of  which  ha*"  four  ar  five  tt>r- 
pectoefl  flfwiting  1  fathom  U'low  tlieflurface  at  low  water.  No  loriiedocs  in  the  main 
channel  that  leailM  hy  Fort  Johnson  from  the  fort  nn  towanl  the  <'ily.  The.«e  torpe- 
does on  the  crow  frumcH  aud  barrels  are  placed  in  almost  all  the  channels  and  inlelA 

•  A  boiler  prepared  for  such  nee  was  (onnd  on  a  wharf  of  Cooper  Rtver,  which  waa 
10  fe(>t  1 1  inches,  and  wa^  2  feet  0^  inchee  m  diameter,  cubic  content,  62;  uiiiocity 
equal  to  3,(X)0  poundf*  powder. 

T  Mistake,  tne  end  ol  the  wire  was  wi  niarktni  untu  recovered. 
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below  Charleston;  caunot  aay  where,  butconld  point  them  ont.    Sayp  tliat  the  rebel 
txiatH  ranie  in  over  CummiuK'^  Point,  Anit  i?an  hear  onr  nion  talk. 

Hugh  Buchanan,  a  mere  laborer,  rather  intoUigcnt: 

Hai«  hifn  in  (iovennm-nt  crnplrjy  niiii  e  6tli  nf  May  last  tit  wMKineer'n  (lenartment, 
which  inclu'lcs  submarine  (if partment.  Itaa  IxM-n  enipioywi  in  puttiriK  down  two 
Iwiler  toriJt^li'ejii,  ituv  (A)  iviataining  l.-VKi  jioundB,  tlie  other  (B)  2,000  poimda  of 
p<jwdf  r.  Put  down  the  2,t)0()  fMUjinl  uni.'  alNKtl  tlirt-e  timtilhy  a^".  and  the  Mtiitr  jiwl 
jiftvr  we.  eejipe<l  liriiiK  'he  lat^i  tiim-  at  Siimt«T  from  Batt*'rv  <Trejor  fl'id  lht»  mniiitnrs 
(niiiMIe  of  November),  The  one  of  :i,tXIO  {wumb^  (torj»e<io  B)  was  put  duwn  on  a 
line  from  .Sumter  to  Bee. 

Murray  and  Duly  were  not  in  the  rainc  i^ang  with  hirowlf,  and  were  not  present 
when  tliij*  wuh  dorif.  Tliinks  the  l,500-(tfiUnd  one  (torpwlo  A)  waf  about  three- 
fourtbH  of  a  niili*  from  Sumter,  tnwaril  the  city,  in  atKiut  the  ranic  depth  of  water 
HB  the  other.  lie  thinbui  thens  waw  ultoiil  two  monthi*'  dini'renOH  in  time  of  puttinir 
down  the  two.  Torpt^lo  A,  in  the  channel,  was  put  down  a  few  days  before  the 
pvaetiation  of  Morris  Inland,  Seplt'uilter  7. 

William  Daly,  eoiniuoti  lalM»rer.  mther  ijfuorant: 

Has  \>wn  in  the  torptnlo  department  pix  or  fleven  months.  Was  in  one  of  the 
tioatit  when  the  lar(fe  boder  (A)  wad  put  down.  He  thinka  this  lioiler  is  almut  lialf 
way  bftween  Sumter  and  the  olwtriu'tions.  fie  myH  the  Inioy  wa*"  only  inteitded 
to  mark  the  end  of  tlie  wire,  wluch  waa  intendwl  to  p^  to  Battery  Bee. 

Of  the  u^nult  on  Sumter,  he  aivfl  it  waa  easier  to  take  then  Uian  it  has  ever  l>pen 
Hin<«.  There  are  tf>ri>e<lce«*  all  iimnnd  the  harlM>r  in  different  parts  of  the  channel. 
Thinks  Murray  mtwt  have  Ix-an  niistaken  in  .-'Upimsinn  Hint  thi-  cro.'«-frarMe'1  torpe- 
*Ioe(!  were  intended  to  have  K'en  unrik  on  theliottom,  hnt  were  welnrhtt^d  to  limit  just 
below  the  surface  of  the  waliT,  and  must  have  sunk  oecitlentally. 
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lUporls  of  Acting  Master  Oifford,  U.  S,  Nary,  regarding  obttrocUoni  and  torpedoei 

removed. 

LT.  S.  SuMir  Jons  Ai>ams, 
C'h/trft'jfftm  //iTfho/\  Marvh  2C.  ISGii, 
Sir:  I  have  the.  honor  to  «ubinit  for  your  approval  the  followioe 
rejwrt  of  the  ohstrmtions  in  thin  hurhor  since  the  tirst  attack,  aim 
oven  Uffore,  on  (hin  place.  The  enemy,  in  view  of  our  etiterini^  the. 
hnrbor,  placed  a  series  of  obstruction-*  in  the  main  Ship  Channel.  The 
tirf^tof  any  magnitude  that  uune  under  my  notice  while  Moutinf^  tlie 
harhor  conpii^ted  of  a  line  of  network  r^injilar  to  a  shipV  ri^^trin^,  con- 
Mifdinyof  7  to  S  inch  henii»  hawser,  and  ratHctl.  Tlirsr  obstructionn 
were  anchored  with  heavy  wei^'hts  at  intervuls  of  ul>out  every  10 
fathoms,  forming  a  very  nerious  impediment  to  vei*.sel.s  enteringf  the 
harbor.  Thet>e  were  evidently  washed  away  after  one  of  our  heavy 
gales  by  the  rojw  twisting  and  untwistinjjf  with  the  action  of  the  title 
upon  them.  After  which  were  placed  a  series  of  large  lows,  to  whieh 
wan  attached  a  network,  made  after  the  fashion  of  a  ^>oaralnp  nettinf^. 
Most  of  those  I  cut,  and  the  remainder  were  swept  away;  but  1  iiivari- 
"iihiy  noticed,  no  soiuier  were  one  set  of  ohstructionsgone  thun  another 
was  immediately  put  down,  showintj  how  much  thoy  depended  on  keep- 
ing th«  channel  closed,  knowinj;  as  long  a.s  they  could  k<'ep  the  channel 
thus  obstructed  vessels  with  lu-opellers  could  not  enter  without  being 
f<iulcd.  and  materially  retard  thcru.  especially  in  action.  At  various 
times  while  on  scout  1  noticed  boats  at  work  inside  Fort  Suuitx'r, 
apparently  laying  down  some  heavy  metal  substiince,  whirh  1  di.stinetly 
hoaixl  plunge  hejivily  in  the  water.  And  at  timns  1  noticed  a  smail 
black  stcjuiier  with  boat.s  carrying  out  lines  across  the  main  Ship 
Channel. 
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Tb<^  liiMt  of  thpHO  (jbHtruotions  whuh  \v(*re  laid  down  wpro  entirely 
unlike  tho  others, uikI  imirh  moivdiiii«iferou.s.  They  coii>iist<Hl  of  a  line 
of  Uiiovs  mado  nf  nalinrtto  wood  of  ll^)out  J?  to  4  feet  in  lent^h.  and 
rounded  at  bothenffs.tluiH  rendoring  them  nearly  uudiseeniible  at  8iiy 
{jreat  diritance,  and  e.s[HM'ially  at  nijjlit.  To  these  Hoats  or  buoys  were 
attuohedtt  7-ineh  lieuip  hawH(?r  by  two  heavy  iron  staples.  The  flouts 
w<'re  about  20  feet  apail.,  and  at  intervals  were  anchored  with  heavy 
jfrapnels.  These  oVwtructiijns  ran  unlike  the  former  ones.  Comnieno- 
in^  at  Sumter,  oraliout  3(K»  yards  from  the  fort,  ran  in  a  direct  line  to 
Battery  Bee,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  across  the  main  Ship  Channel.  They 
consisted  of  detaehnientii  of  about  20  to  2.^  fathoms  each,  having  on 
each  line  about  2it  <^f  th4»  floats,  and  anchored  at  each  end  and  in  the 
center.  At  the  termination  of  eai-h  set,  and  jnst  alwjve  the  other,  but 
])aralU'I  with  it,  eomuicneed  a  similar  s^it,  and  like  anchored  at  ends 
and  center,  and  so  on  across  the  channel,  thus  forming  a  coujplete  set 
of  stairs.  The  interveninjif  sjKice  l»etweeu  each  set  wa'*  about  3<t  to  50 
feet,  the  niuu!)erof  sets  about  <i(i,  the  number  of  floats  I  judj^ed  at  50<), 
and  at  least  half  as  uniuy  anchors  or  grapnels.  St»  had  a  vessel  l>een 
able  to  pass  througfh  one  set,  nhe  was  most  certain  to  foul  tlie  next.  I 
just  discovered  those  last  obstructions  a  few  nights  after  the  sinking 
of  the  /*r;///yMr/),  on  my  way  uji  the  liarltor.  I  went  a  little  nearer 
Smuter  than  usual;  as  the  nijjfht  was  dark  and  rainy.  I  wivs  anion^  them 
before  I  was  aware  of  it.  \\'hcn  tirst  I  discovered  them  they  were 
just  awash,  and,  thinking  they  were  torpedoes,  I  aitproached  them 
eautHmsly.  I  fastened  on  on<'  of  them,  and  on  examination  I  saw  its 
chantctor;  noticin^the  liawseron  it,  I  followed  it  up,  and  soon  came  on 
tho  next  tloat,  and  so  on  until  I  aime  to  the  end.  which  was  anchored 
taut,  so  as  to  allow  as  little  |>lay  im  possible.  I  followed  throujrb  the 
entire  line  nearly.  I  at  once  set  about  cuttinjr  them  adrift,  and  took 
as  many  as  1  could  carry  in  idv  Iviat.  I  then  cut  them  indiscriminately 
until  I  had  cutsome  dozen  sets.  Thi.s  was  on  the  iirstnight  I  discovered 
them.  I  i'ontinuef!  cutlinjr  them  iiij^hts  I  could  work  on  them  when 
the  weather  and  tide  would  allow,  until  I  succeeded  in  de.stroyinjj  the 
greater  part  of  them,  but  no  sooner  bad  1  done  this,  when  next  I 
visited  them  I  found  them  all  replaced,  and  they  continued  replacing 
them  nearly  us  fast  as  I  could  cut  them.  1  kej)!  at  them,  however, 
and  at  last  they  seemed  exhausted  in  their  endeavors  to  replace  theni. 
They  then  put  on  a  guard  of  boats  to  row  back  and  forward  on  their 
line,  tJms  ren  lering  it  almost  impossible  to  work  on  them.  I  watched 
my  chanc*^  ,  and  cut  them.  I  brought  otf  with  me  at  different  tiiucH 
s(Hne  th'.ity  of  these  buoys  and  a  large  quantity  of  the  hawser.  Seeing 
my  determination  to  destroy  thej?e  olwtruction.s,  they  secme<l  equttlly 
determined  to  guard  them,  and  redoubled  their  guard,  thus  renflering 
it  almost  impossible  for  me  to  pass  their  line  and  enterthe  harbor,  and 
it  was  only  by  the  most  extreme  caution  1  could  accomplish  an  vthing." 
I  now  turned  m>  attention  t/>  dmgging  for  torpedoes,  which  I  kmrned 
from  <leserters  were  placed  in  large  numbers  in  and  aromid  the^^o 
obstructions.  I  procured  nln3ut7o  fathoms  of  line,  to  which  I  attached 
sinkers  alM)ut  4  fathoms  apart,  and.  assisted  liy  one  of  my  Iwats,  coni- 
menei^d  liragging  the  main  Ship  Channel.  But  the  enemy  watched  .so 
close,  together  with  the  very  strong  tide  which  runs  Itetween  Sumter  and 
Moultrie,  I  was  unable  to  accomplish  anything,  though  1  fustened  on 
something  sevei-al  limes  which  T  coidd  not  stir,  and  being  so  close 
under  tho  batteries,  tugs  could  render  mc  no  assistance.     I  found  no 
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torpetloos,  but  fflt  isutisfied  tlio^-  wore  tht»re,  and  had  I  not  been  watched 
yo  close  1  am  certain  my  offorts  would  have  I«'on  not  in  vain.  I  par- 
ticularly watched  tho  harbor  fioni  the  first  r*iipposition  wc  ha<lof  tneir 
evacuntinir  thi*  plaic.  Ijiit  discovtMrd  nolhiiijj  new. 

On  the  (lay  after  the  evacuation,  tlie  lUth  ultimo,  and  in  ol)pdienoe 
to  vou>*  order.  1  con)mcnccd  a  thoronjrh  examination  of  the  harbor, 
witli  a  view  to  ascertain  where  these  obstructions  and  where  toi*pedoe-s 
were  placed  that  mi^dit  dctvr  the  licet  from  enterinjj'  the  harlwr.  Am 
I  statiid  U'.fore,  I  found  the  line  i>f  buoys  and  hawsers  as  1  last  left 
them,  cut  in  many  places,  but  still  very  forraich»I»le  and  dangerous. 
Before  endeavoring  to  raine  any  of  these  obstructions  I  visited  the 
batterries  on  Sullivan's  Island  to  sci*  where,  if  any,  wiivs  miyht  be 
wmnectin|r  with  torj)edfies  in  the  <*hanne1.  as  1  bud  infornnition  frotu 
deserters  that  such  was  the  case;  found  none  in  the  batteries,  but 
found  some  leadinj,;  to  the  houses  back  of  Hattery  Hie  and  Kort  Moul- 
trie. I  tniced  them  throuj^b  the  sand  to  the  bciuh.  and  from  their 
lead  I  was  certain  they  led  into  (he  main  Shiji  I'harinel.  These  winy*, 
if  attiu'hed  to  torpedoes,  were  to  have  f)ern  exjilodcd  by  a  Ljalvauic 
battery.  1  also  learned  frumdeserterrf  that  there  were  on  Korts  Sum- 
ter. Aloultrie,  Bee,  and  <jthcr  batteries  tor|5edoei4  constimtly  ready 
for  planting  should  the  licet  attempt  to  enti'r  the  harbor.  1  next 
visited  the  upper  harl)or  as  far  up  as  abreast  of  the  dry  dock,  but  saw 
nothing  but  a  line  of  piles  across  the  Middle  (iround. 

On  &Q  23d,  24th,  and  25th  ultimo  I  was  engaged  dnigging  the  har- 
Ixji  with  two  tugs,  the  Jnutniil  and  filftdiolux,  assistetl  hy  two  boat-s. 
1  draggeil  the  main  Ship  Channel  thoroughly  and  found  a  torpedo 
near  the  wreck  of  the  I*ut't^n<v'>:  it  was  made  of  u  keg  covei'cd  with 
pitrh,  and  having  a  jM-rcussion  fuze  at  either  end.  ]  took  it  on  shore 
at  Fort  Moidtrie  aiui  emptied  the  jwwder,  which  was  dry  and  in  good 
oi-der,  and,  from  its  appearance,  it  had  not  been  down  long;  it  con- 
tained about  UK)  pounds  of  powder.  1  next  proceeded  to  raise  the 
line  of  floats  and  hawser.  As-slstcd  by  the  tu^s  and  Ixwta,  I  raised 
some  twenty-five  anchors,  shaj^^^d  like  the  monitors'.  I  also  cut  the 
remaining  line  and  raised  all  the  floats  and  towed  them  on  shore.  In 
dragging  the  main  Ship  Channel  I  hookexl  onto  ponie  heavy  object, 
but,  owing  to  its  weight,  I  4-ould  not  mist^  it.  C^)nti!med  iiiv  -srarrb 
until  I  found  three;  buoyed  ibeni.  I  now  visited  Hattery  Uee  and 
found  three  wires  loading  to  thr^e  large  torpedoes  in  main  Ship  Chan- 
nel. I  continued  dragging  the  harlmr  u]>  In  the  5th  instant  and  fi^und 
nothing  but  a  line  of  piles  across  the  Middle  (iround.  I  have  visited 
the  shore  and  rivers  np  to  date,  22d  ^blr^■h,  and  found  both  on  shar4^ 
and  in  houses  large,  numbers  of  torjiedoes  rejidy  for  being  planted 
should  they  observe  any  movement  on  our  pai-t  to  enter  the  harbor. 
A  feM'  hours  would  have  sufficed  to  have  studded  Ihe  channel  wilhthem. 

But  from  all  I  have  seen,  there  have  been  large  nunibei-s  of  torjje- 
doe>*  placed,  and  during  the  time  I  was  engaged  scouting  the  harbor 
I  always  found  the  enemy  vigilant  in  the  extrenu',  and  never  letting 
a  chance  pass  to  hinder  our  vessels  from  entering  the  harbor  by  placing 
all  manner  of  obstructions. 

1  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  olxjdient  seiTant, 

.John  \a.  Gifford, 

Acthtfj  MaJttcr, 

Rear-Admiral  .Toiin  A.  Dahi^jkkx, 

Oommaruli/Kj  *Sout/i  AtlontiA'.  HhH^kudintj  SrpuidT<m. 
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Charlkston,  S.  C,  May  /,  1866. 
Sir:  In  obedienoe  to  your  ordei",  1  make  the  following  reiK>rt  in 
relation  Uj  the  time  I  have  been  employed  on  scout  duty  in  Clmrlcaton 
Ilai'lx)!*  and  vicinity  undci*  your  special  order.  1  connnenced  Aujfu.st 
12,  IK*);^,  and  was  rniploypd  on  that  duty  until  Fcbruiiry  18,  1865, 
wliirh  time  thi^i  place  was  evacuated,  which  uiakca  eighteen  uionthii. 
Since  that  time  I  iiave  Im^^u  eiuployetl  in  lakin^^  up  obstruction**  and 
torjKidoes  and  searchlnjt!^  fnr  various  kituis  of  oninuncf. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  otwdient  servant, 

.loiIN    L.  (jIFFOKD, 

Acting  Muster. 
liear- Admiral  Juhn  A.  DAiii^acHN, 
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Charleston,  S.  C,  Augttst  S^  1866. 
$ir:  In  obedience  toyourorder.  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  in  relation  to  the  torpedoes  which  I  have  discovered  in  the  city 
of  ('harlfston  and  its  vicinity. 

In  one  housr  on  the  bank  of  the  Anhley  Hivcr.  uearChiHolmV  Mills, 
I  found  3:i,  and  all  the  conveniences  for  raakiuL^  more.  Farther  up 
the  same  river,  in  two  houses,  1  found  IS  in  one  house;  near  the  navy 
viird  +.  and  at  Mount  Pleasmit  12.  These  were  all  small  casks  (as 
large  iLs  a  K)-jfallon  cask),  with  piiTcs  of  wood.  c;<)n<*  shaped,  fu.stened 
to  lx>th  ends,  and  covered  w  itli  pitch.  Eueh  had  u  uietiillic  bouching 
for  a  fuze  in  the  bily'c  of  the  ciLsk. 

One  waj*  umeh  larjjer  than  the  rc^it,  with  five  fuze  bouehings,  and 

titted  with  irons  to  secure  it  to  the  !m)w  of  some  ram  or  torpedo  lioat. 

I  also  found,  on  the  wharf  near  the  dry  dock,  I-tO  more  toq)edoe8f 

mostly  iron  ones,  and  fitted  for  rams  and  rafts. 

Very  resijcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Oifford, 
Acthuj  ^lattUr^  U.  S.  Navy, 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahujren, 

Commaudmtj  Stmth  Atifmtic  BUMhidintj  Sqwt<}r**n. 


X«iwrt  of  Acting  Eniigii  Dichman,  V.  B.  Ifavy. 

Flao -Steamer  PrnLADELi'HiA, 

Charhitttm  fhrhn\  S.  (\,  Murcli^ri,  1865, 
Additional  list  of  articles  pertaining  to  the  defenseaof  Charleston 
disix)vcred  to-diiy : 

One  torpcdo-fnmie  with  four  cast-iron  torpe<loe*i;  six  cast-iron  tor- 
pedoe-s  on  a  wharf,  some  fuze<l  and  ready  for  xxhq.  Oyster  shells  and 
Imrnades  on  the  torpedoes  indicate  that  they  Imd  lH»en  submerged  for 
some  time.  Twenty  cast-iron  torpedoes  in  an  adia4.ent  shed.  Largo 
cjuantitioH  of  win^  cable  for  galvanic  batteries.  Torpedo  lH)iIer  {con- 
tontri  51.5  cubic  fw?t)  Htteirwitb  cast-iron  Iwds.  Farther  uj)  the 
Cooper  River  were  found  two  new  torpedo  boats,  one  nearly  ti!»kjUcd, 
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with  her  machinery  on  I)oanl;  also  the  wreck  of  an  iron  dad,  the  top 
of  the  ca-o'inute.  Ueing  3  feot  above  low  water,  and  88  feet  lon^. 
Kej*iJCLtfuUy, 

E.  J.  DiCHMAN. 
Envitjn,  U,  A'.  Navy, 
Rcar-Adminil  J.  A.  Damutkkn, 

Voimnttndlii*!  SoiU/i  At/unite  Squadr^m, 


Beport  of  Acting  Ensign  Huuon,  TT.  S.  Hnjj, 

V.  S.  S.  Jonquil, 
CharlrHhm,  Mnnh  l:i,  1,H6&. 
Sir:  1  rcspootfull\'  report  the  amount  of  work  performed  Iiv  thin 
vcHsel  in  four  days  at  the  ol^tructions  hetween  Kort  Sumter  and  Moul- 
trie, which  amounted  in  n'moviuK  from  the  channel  so  lo^s,  3  feet  in 
lenjjth,  in  sin-tio.is  of  four  ^x\.vn^  and  to  ev<'r_v  se<'tioi»  there  was 
attached  *iO  fathoms  of  N-inch  hemj)  hawser,  everv  section  l>oinjr  sep- 
ar]it«fly  anchored  with  a  heavy  grapnel;  also  one  torpedo  20  yariw 
south  of  the  Patitjm'o,  with  GO  jKmudd  of  powder  In  a  [lerfectly  dry 
state. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Hanson, 
Acting  Enttign^  ComniandtTiff, 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlokkx, 

Cimtmunding  iSouth  AtUmiic  Block<idi7tg  Sfprndrtm. 


Beport  of  Acting  Ensign  Cant«r,  V.  S.  V^xy, 

U.  S.  S.  Labi'rnum, 
Charleniwi  Ilm-iu^r,  March  2J,  1S6G. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following"  report: 
On  the  morning  of  the  IHth  of  February,  in  obediGDce  to  orders, 
commenced  to  remove  the  ohytructions  between  Mount  Plea8aut  and 
Fort  Sumter,  which  conNisted  of  a  7-inch  hemp  rope  about  12  fathoms 
in  lingth,  buoyed  up  with  pine  logs  at  every  4  fatnomH,  and  anchored 
with  a  iast-iix)n  ancnor,  wci>irhing  about  150  pounds  each.     The  mim- 
ber  removed  by  this  vcfifsel  wa.s  12. 

The  anchoi-s  were  put  on  IxMird  the  IT.  S.  8.  Stmth  Caittlhia.     The 
ropes  were  cut  from  the   logs  in  obedience  to  orders  and   the  logs 
thrown  overlx)ard.     Pait  uf  tlie  rope  still  remains  on  board  of  this 
vessel;  the  remainder  liaa  IxH^n  disposed  of  in  obedience  to  orders. 
Very  ivs[Hu;t fully,  your  obedient  .scivant, 

Sturois  Center, 
Aeiiiitf  Enaif/n^  Comfmindhty, 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahi/:iren, 

Cummundhiif  SuiUh  Atl^ntu'  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Report  of  AoUag  Enilgrn  Bonglitoii,  V.  B.  Kavy. 

U.  S.  S.  Gladiolus, 
CharfeKton  ITarhrn%  S.  C,  Murf/i  7,  JSeTi. 
Sir:  I  have  tho  honor  to  iiiiike  the  followiiijr  ri?port  in  rejrard  to  the 
obHtructions  between  Fort  Sumter  iind  Sullivim's  Ishinil: 

Tliey  oonsistt'd  of  piue  logs  4  feet  long,  with  a  7- inch  lierap  hawser 
fttstenctl  t<>  them  with  iron  sttti)U*s.  The  logs  were  3  fathoms  from  oue 
to  the  other,  and  an  aventge  of  tive  logs  attached  to  one  hawser. 
They  wei*e  anchored  with  a  carst-iron  grai)ne]  of  'Aim  pound.s  weight. 
They  were  Kcatter<'d  two-tliirdn  of  the  way  across  from  Fort  4Suiutor 
to  SuUivun'.s  Island.  T  cleared  awav  al>out  ](K)  with  this  vedHcl. 
Verj'  rcHpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  IV)i'r,HT<»N, 
Acthii/  Euaigii^  C'tfmm/Jndint/, 

Lieutenaut-Commander  J.  M.  Bradford, 

F'f^i  GapUiin^  SuiUh  AU^intic  Blockadtny  Sytuidn/». 


B«port  of  Acting-  Entig^n  Hanion.  U.  S.  Kavy,  reg^arding  obBtrncttoiu  and  t«rp«do6«  In 

Aahlay  Biver. 

V,  S.   S.  JOKQUIL, 

Sik:  In  obedienci!  t<>  your  order  of  thi>  5th  of  March,  1  proceeded 
up  Ashley  Kiver,  acconipanietl  by  two  boatj^  from  the  U.  8.  S.  Home, 
to  drag  the  river  for  torpedoes  and  <>ther  obstrnclions  that  might 
retard  theprogreysof  vessels.  On  arriving  off  the  mouth  of  tiic  river, 
I  commenced  dragging  and  soon  hooked  on  to  sonnthing  which  the 
l>oats  coidd  not  stir.  I  then  put  over  the  quarters  of  the  JunquU  a 
heavy  3-inch  hemp  line,  to  which  was  attached  a  large  o<»-pouud  grap- 
nel, and  started  uj)  the  river.  I  soon  hooked  on  the  olistructions,  but 
wa8  miab)e  to  stir  it.  1  then  took  the  lines  forwar<i  and  took  it  to 
the  windlass  and  hove  on  it.  It  came  slowly,  but  owing  to  the  great 
weiglit  it  hr()ke,  and  on  |Kirtions  of  it  being  l>ronght  up  proved  to  ]>e 
a  fmmework  of  pine  h>gs,  spiked  together  -with  heavy  iron  spikes. 
JtH  form,  fr<»m  what  1  saw  ot  it,  was  square  and  al)Out  'JO  to  30  feet 
square,  having  its  center  filled  up  with  heavv  planks  and  bolted  to  the 
log8.  On  eacTi  end  of  the  fmme  was  placetf  a  torf)edo,  made  of  iron, 
nna  conical,  having  on  their  iKittom  four  Hanges  for  bolts  and  nuts, 
whi4'h  were  rivcttnl  to  the  logs.  The  torpedoes  were  capable  of  hold- 
ing from  30  to  4»i  pounds  of  powder  each,  havintf  a  percussion  fuze, 
to  be  ignitetl  by  sulphuric  acid  in  a  glass  vial.  This  fmmework  was 
sunk  with  stones,  and  at  low  water  was  atwut  d  feet  iielow  the  surface 
and  jilH)ut  8  feet  at  liigh  water.  These  olistructions  were  i»hiced  in 
the  channel  ami  were  very  dangeT*ous,  and  should  a  vessel  attempt  to 
enter  Oie  river  she  nuist  have  been  destroved.  I  continued  dragging 
for  the  rest  of  this  work,  and  succeeded  in  pulling  it  to  pieces.  On 
the  following  tlay,  the  «lth,  I  i)roceeded  up  to  Ihe  .same  place  and  com- 
menced dragging  again  in  the  same  manner.  I  had  proceedwl  but  a 
verv  short  distance,  when  I  hooked  on  to  another  frame.  It  was  situ- 
ated about  loo  yards  farther  up  the  river  and  a  little  to  the  right  of 
the  last.     I  proceeded  ils  before  to  h4^ave  them  up,  which  1  succeeded 
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in  doing  in  this  iijaiiiicr:  I  securotl  three  of  the  tx>rptidot's  in  dragefinijf; 
the  log8  became  separated.  1  hooked  on  to  the  log  whieh  bad  the 
fourth  one  on,  but  the  lo^  cuine  up  with  the  end,  not  havitif^  the 
torpedo  on.  I  hoisted  it  to  thi^  bows  <>f  the  steamer  and  started  for 
Bhore.  On  shoaling  the  water,  the  torpedo  beinj^  dnwn,  struck  the 
bottom  and  exploded  directly  under  and  ahout  amidships  of  tho 
Bteamer.  Its  fon-e  was  so  j^reat  i\a  to  raise  the  Itoilors  5  inches  from 
their  bed  and  knurki'd  nine  men  overboard  and  rompletely  Hooded  the 
vessel.  One  of  the  rnen  was  standing  on  the  l>erth  deck  at  the  time 
of  the  explosion,  and  its  foi'ce  was  so  great  as  to  throw  him  up  against 
the  deck  and  split  bis  head  open,  and  the  engineer  on  watch  bad  his 
back  Beveri'ly  hurt  by  the  eoncussion.  At  the  time  of  the  I'xplosion, 
I  was  in  about  [i>  feet  of  water,  and  had  it  been  any  sboalcr  the  vessel 
would  have  been  entirely  destroyed.  Every  movable  thing  was 
thrown  down,  doors  shattered,  windows  all  luoken.  an«l  aJl  light 
work  started.  The  howitzer  forward  was  upset  and  Ihiec  Itrarns  were 
Imdly  sj)ruug.  The  steuni  gauge  and  rtjudenser  wen^  broken  and 
nearly  all  the  lighter  machtnerv  was  disable<l.  The  bull  of  the  vessel, 
however,  I  found  on  examination,  was  not  materially  damaged. 

On  the  following  day  I  stuHed  u[)  the  river  iigiiin  and  eommeneed 
dragging  again.  I  found  another  set  simihti- to  the  others  and  situ- 
ated direetfv  opposite  the  other.  1  dragged  until  1  ha<l  serured  all 
the  torpedoes  and  torn  the  logs  asunder,  thus  elfectually  destroying 
that  S4»t  of  obstruetions.  Krom  the  positions  they  wen?  plan-d  the 
three  frames  formed  a  triangle;  thns.  had  a  vessel  rstaped  the  tirst 
set  she  would  very  likely  liave  fouled  one  of  tin-  three  others.  Far- 
ther up  the  river  I  found  a  similar  set,  but  found  no  torpedoes;  I 
drao:ged  it  to  pieces.  I  then  dragge<l  up  the  river  and  on  both  sides 
as  far  as  Wappoo  Cut,  but  found  nothing  of  a  serious  nature.  The 
numl>er  of  torpedoes  I  took  up  on  these  obstructions  wat*  twelve,  all 
iron  and  alike,  titted  with  vials  of  sulphuric  acid. 
V\>r3'  iv.spe.ctfully. 

Ctiarlf.8  H.  Hansox, 
Acting  iLint'njn^  C'fmmandhiy. 

ttear-Admiral  John  A.  Daiilorkn. 

CoiiiinandUuj  SittUh  Atlantic  Blockadlmj  Squadnm, 


BtaMment  of  William  Smith,  a  native  of  BaSklo,  H.  7.,  and  for  the  Init  twenty  yean  a 
reiidoDt  of  Gharletton,  8.  C-.  taken  Jane  %  1866. 

Assistetl  in  putting  down  obstruirtions  iitjout  two  months  after  the 
surrender  of  Jort  Sumter  in  IStJl. 

First  put  dt>wei  rope  oKstruetions.  These  were  at  lirst  in  a  single 
length,  \\  miles  long.  In  this  way,  though  put  down  twice,  they  were 
not  found  to  stand  more  than  one  tide  before  being  carried  awa^'. 

They  were  then  cut  into  lengths  of  ITO  feet  each  and  anehored  in 
two  r<»ws  u<'ross  the  chaimel  from  the  breakwater  near  Battery  Hee  to 
Fo!t  Sumter. 

Each  length  of  I7i>  feet  consisted  of  three  pieces  of  hawser  IS  inches 
apart  and  i-atlined  every  18  inches  with  cotton-hale  strapping.  The 
plane  of  the  three  hawsers  was  inteitded  to  be  veitical,  the  tipper  one 
i>eing  4-inch,  the  middle  T-inch,  and  the  lower  tj-iach. 


uo 
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Between  the  upper  and  the  middle  oiie«,  at  iutervaU  of  30  feet,  tur- 
pentine barrels  were  serun^d  horizontally. 

At  one  end  the  fhrof^  hawsers  were  brought  together,  forminjf  an 
eye,  to  which  a  lijfht  mooring  chain  was  secured. 

The  anchor  u^ed  was  that  Knowu  at*  the  obstruction  anchor,  with  5 

l^nderstood  that  previous  to  this  obstructions  consisting  of  single 
logs  chained  to^^cther  had  been  placed  across  the  chaunel,  but  weroj 
very  soon  washed  away. 

AIx>ut  the  summer  of  18*)2  assisted  in  putting  down  Ikiouih  of  mil- 
road  iron. 

Each  boom  consisted  of  0  square  logs,  12  inches  by  12  inches  by  20 
feet,  connected  together  in  three  laj'ers  hy  an  iron  band  at  each  end 
and  bolted  with  trei-nails. 

At  a  distance  of  3  feet  from  each  end  of  the  middle  log,  in  the  )>ot- , 
torn  layer  an  iron  band  went  around  it.  to  which  wasattaclipd  one  large  ' 
and  ihive  or  four  small  links  of  ibain.     Throujrh  the  bottom  link  was 
put  the  iron  tntversi'  that  In-ld  the  bar  of  niilnwul  iron. 

Each  bar  had  a  large  iron  loop  Iw)lted  into  each  end. 

The  )K>oms,  a-s  thus  desci'il>ed,  were  connected  together  in  pairs  by 
a  link  through  the  loops.  Tho  pairs  were  then  connected  together 
into  stH'tions  of  1:^  booms,  n  single  .shackle  connecting  each  ]>air.  Th<we 
sections  were  then  moored  across  the  channel  just  above  (westward) 
the  rope  ob.structions  from  near  battery  Bee  toward  Sumter. 

The  lirst  section  toward  Bee  was  secured  at  onv  end  by  a  large  anchor 
placed  alxmt  SOyanls  from  the  breakwater,  and  the  end  in  the  dinn;- 
tion  of  Sumtei"  mooivd  with  two  mushrooms.  The  second  section  was  ' 
then  shackled  on  and  the  end  si'iured  with  one  mushroom,  the  third 
section  with  two  mushrooms,  the  fourth  section  with  one,  and  soon. 
The  Inst  section  toward  Sumter  was  .secured  by  a  large  anchor  at  the 
end  and  a  mushroom  at  the  fourth  boom  from  the  end. 


Since  slnting  the  aI>ove.  I  learn  from  one  who  wa-s  engaged  in  it 
that  l>oom  obstructions  with  the.  railroad  iron  through  the  middle  were 
put  down  Iwfore  the  rope  obstructions. 

1  certify  the  alwve  to  Ix?  correct. 

WxLLiA5i  Smith. 

1  cortifv  that  the  above  statement  was  made  in  my  pivsenee,  and 
that  the  duuensions  and  mode  of  construction  of  the  booms  wem  veri- 
fied by  comjMiriMuri  with  such  jmrts  as  are  now  in  our  p4>ssession. 

E.  Orviu.e  Matthews, 
Lieutenant' Vohimandiff  a?id  Aid* 
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William  Smith  further  ?iUitefl  that  Ihririjwn  vr-Kwels  wcvv  rontinimlly 
he'w^  cuiiL[ht  ill  the  vo\)*i  obstructions,  and  meutious  the  following 
{.uses  that  In*  knt'w  of: 

The  side-wheel  Hteamei*  Etixcun  drifted  on  the  obstnictiunM  nnd 
upon  stiirting  bor  engines  the  obftructionK  cAiLght  and  ntopixxl  her 
wheels. 

The  side-wheel  steamer  Ch/wttf^fielii,  while  steaming  up  against  un  ebb 
tide,  got  amongst  the  obstnu-tions,  and  although  she  was  some  Kf  yards 
from  ihrm,  they  were  dniwii  in  on  either  side  and  .stopiM'd  Ihi*  wheels 
until  they  were  cut  away  and  the  barrels  broken  up. 

I'filnit'tto  tSUtU\  ironclad  scn'w  gnnboiit,  w  hile  going  down  the  har- 
bor, just  lifter  the  Iu^>knk  wiv-*  struck,  caught  them  in  her  propeller 
and  had  to  anchor  in  order  to  clear  it. 

One  of  tilt!  blockade  runners  {a  pro|Jtdler)  was  going  out  of  the  har- 
Iwr.  when  she  caught  on  these  obstructions  which  stopped  lier  engine, 
8o  tliat  she  coiihl  neither  go  ahe^d  nor  l«ick,  and  had  to  bo  towed  back 
to  the  city  and  put  in  dry  dock,  when  it  was  found  that  the  rope  had 
worked  into  the  journal. 

E.  ORvn>iJ':  Mattmkw.s, 
Li^utiimnt' Comma mli/'  ft/id  Aid, 


Examination  of  Mr.  M.  U.  Gray,  lat«  captain  of  EDgiaeorB  in  tho  Confoderato  ftorTioe. 
uken  on  board  tho  V.  S.  8.  Fhiladelptiia,  April  11,  1866,  by  Acting  Enalgn  Walter 
Ooop«r. 

Question  1.   What  is  your  name  and  nativity? 

-Vnflwtrr.  M.  M.  *imy;  Wilmiii|?iijn,  I)t'I. 

Question  2.  Were  you  employed  by  the  rebel  Government? 

Answer.  I  wa^;  held  a  commismon  (written)  z»  mptain  of  engineers,  dated  May, 
1862. 

Quention  3.  When  did  you  commence  your  duties? 

Answer.  Provioiw  u*  iHt-ciiiU'r,  IHtI2.  I  wttw  on  {ii'tioral  Ituiiif'  Htaff  when  I 
eiilered  on  ijiv  dutitt*  hv.n*.  (.Jeiu'nil  Heuurejpinl,  cninmiindiiig.  At  thiB  tiiiu'  llit're 
were  no  lorptMlots  here,  nor  any  put  duwn.  They  had  jii^l  tinishcil  putting  down 
the  railruatl  irun  hootn.  which  Wftd  pliiee^i  !>etween  .Sumter  and  .^^^lult^ie  hy  a  i>«x*!or 
.Shivers.  1  do  not  think  it  was  wliully  iu  plai*  when  Admiral  Du  Tout  made  his 
utUick,  part  uf  it  U'in^  ^ime.     It  wan  not  repUi4^1. 

Aftt-rwards,  aborlly  after  tlie  altack  of  7th  April,  a  roi>e  oljalruction  was  pnt  down 
all  in  one  piece,  tloatwl  by  fij>irit  L-aakt*.  whiuh  I  hel|jed  to  put  do*vvMV*>\i\.  wc^*^^^\- 
ning  of  May,     ( Note:  It  1.-  certain  thai  thciv  were  auuiu  kuu\  ol  rviV«  oXi^Tv^A^xu^i*  v\ 
place  yiheu  the  attack  of  Jtix  April  uccurrcd. ) 
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There  were  heavy  nnrhnrw  ftl  t'ach  cml,  and  intcnuediatc  aiiohorw  50  feet  apart 
ThoHo  rupe  olwtnjotiona  weii-  followed  nhortly  after  the  Federal  londiuij:  on  Moms 
Inland  by  the  fihslnicliiiiu*  in  ttei^tioiitt,  siit-h  ax  are  now  taken  up.  Tliey  were  u 
by  rae,  and  put  down  hy  Captain  Jijhn  Fmcer  Matliewi.'H.  When  any  were  found 
mipfling  by  dny,  tlu-y  would  Im>  n-plai-cd  the  jiiu'i-eediiij»  night. 

Thev  were  made  wj  thai  the  part  tloaliii^  on  the  water  was  ftO  feet  long,  one  line 
on  eaeli  t<ide  of  tlie  float,  dve  tlnuts  to  eaeh  tteetiou,  luit'luire*!  by  a  Hiiigle  iwrt,  hAviug 
Hix  hari^^'ni  tn  the  line  oil  earh  niile  of  the  float,  making  12  to  I'aeh  nei'tion.  The 
size  of  the  rupef  usai  t^i  the  wtrc-tiwn  was  H  ar^i  7  inche*. 

AH  tho«!  niade  liy  me  had  the  DoaIa  btttweon  the  two  rojx^.  After  my  arreatj 
they  were  made  with'  sinpU*  ropeH,  and  the  wime  kind  of  float.  These  were  stretched' 
betwettn  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  on  the  line  of  the  first  t-hain  rtleitrut-tionD. 

There  were  two  lincH  of  them,  each  100  feet  apart;  the  linec  of  tlie  .neetiouH  were 
00  feet  apart  on  ciudi  line,  ami  were  often  fcmnd  removed,  when  they  were  replactid 
innnediately. 

Que^^tion  4.    Whou  <iid  you  f>egin  to  put  down  t«ri>iidoe«? 

Answer.  X<tne  wure  down  in  l>e4-eml»er,  IHftS,  but  l>egan  lo  put  thetn  ilown  in 
February,  18ii.*l.  These  were  frame  torpedoes,  and  were  put  down  in  Ashley  Kiver, 
Hc))^  It^land  t'hannel,  and  ('u.^'tle  Hnckney  ('hannel.  1  aUo  put  down  lhe'ele4!trio 
torfketlo  a  ('hort  time  lu'fon^  Adinlnil  Du  I'ont's  atta4'k.  (Thitt  iw  one  tluit  the  Iron- 
Mtdta  it*  Haid  U^  have  Iwen  nver. )  I  put  dnwti  four  frame?*  with  ;i  and  4  turjN'thn*  on 
eaeh.  No  tnort.*  wen*  p\it  d'>XMi  until  the  altai-k  on  Morrin  If^land.  That  ni^hl,  fur 
the  first  time,  eonimenned  to  put  down  Ihtalinj;  Imrrel  tor[>edoe9. 

Pnt  down  ujiwanl  of  :A)  ai-roKS  Ompcr  Kiver  fn»ni  Brojui  street  to  Slmte'«  Folly; 
»lwj  15  in  front  of  the  rojie  olwtructious  betw".-**!!  Sumter  and  Moultrie — ther^  may 
have  b«?t*n  moro  tluin  that — all  of  wldi'h  were  barrel  lurptxioet*. 

The  thini  riijjht  pnt  dowti  2  elf*<'trit:  t(>r]»cdoeH  im  a  line  with  Sumter  iind  the  Mid- 
dle (Jnmnd,  taking  the  wire  int"  lUutery  Bee. 

Continued  to  replace  tlu- barrel  torj.»edt  «w  and  put  down  others,  aonieof  which  were 
in  the  rear  of  the  rtjfioobf^tnictiiiUH  and  H<«nie  in  llojr  Inland  Channel.  One  rebel 
tniniij»')rt  steamer,  the  .V(ino»,  was  sunk  in  the  Ashley  the  niplit  Iieforc  the  attack  tin 
!  SuuiiiTer  (7th  April,  186^1)  by  one  of  the  lori»e<loeM,  and  another,  the  Jhihran 
r^ii'tni?],  wa.'4  run  on  ^linre  near  Johnson,  one  having  exploded  imder  her  and  Nhe 
Being  in  a  cinkiii^  condition,  and  next  morning;,  tuHue  lime  in  Mavor  June,  the  lut* 
'  terieti  on  MorrtH  IjiUud  o[K:-ned  on  her.  After  the  attack  on  Morn;)  Isiland,  and  after 
it  was  evacule*1,  continueil  Ut  j»ut  down  llr>«ting  t(ir|»edoej>.  At  that  time  so  many 
were  down  it  would  have  lx*en  hnpowible  to  have  come  into  the  harlwr,  which  wa» 
in  July  or  AnxiiHt,  IHtiS.  The  rebols  felt  sure  of  the  action  of  these  torpedoes  and 
the  roiK*  olwt ructions. 

I  communicated  with  <.ienerui  Beaurejninl  on  the  bxwinewj. 

Question  b.  Did  you  evor  h«ir  (ieaenil  Hoiiui-effnrd  sity  unytliinff  of 
the  dof4'nst'fi  (if  the  pliicc? 

Anawer,  (ieneTal  Ilcjjuregard  coneidered  they  were  impregnable.  At  one  time, 
when  it  waM  thought  the  I'nion  tluet  wan  coniin>;  in  the  harbor,  they  took  the  block- 
fttlc  ninnerv,  col  ton  clad  their  ImilerB,  and  pUieeil  toritetlued  on  them,  and  aW)  on 
amoll  Ikint^. 

Question  (».   Whore  wore  you  whtii  wo  landed  on  Morris  Island? 

Answer.  VV*a«  in  Charleston  that  morning. 

Question  7.  Did  you  go  to  Morris  Island,  and  when  I 

jVnawer.  Went  ilown  the  evening  the  llnlon  force**  1ande<1. 

Qiieiitioii  S,   Did  you  ^o  into  Wagner f 

Answer.  1  went  into  W^ner  after  dark.     There  were  not  over  fiOO  men  in  the 
work  at  the  time.     I  remaiiuKl  in  Wagner  until  after  the  attack  was  over  the  next j 
mt>ming.     Keinforccmi^itx  arrivttil  during  the  attAck  and  took  part  in  the  repulae  o(1 
our  troo{w.     llail  the  Vnion  forced  followe^l  up  the  retx^li^,  no  Htand  would  have  been' 
made.     Some  of  the  troopn  ]:>a»4e(l  directly  by  the  fort  and  left  the  island,  but  they 
were  rallied  and  got  iiilo  Wagner  that  day. 

QueKlioii  9.  How  oiany  men  had  you  cmplo^'ed  in  lunnufactttring 
torpt'does? 

Atvfwvr.  Fivm  ^  to  UO,  black  and  white. 


: 
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Question  10.  Did  you  make  tho  fazes,  or  were  they  furnished  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Tho  lira»>  work  wa*  fiinii'^he)!,  the  conibiistible  part  fillwi  in  here. 

Question  11.  Do  you  recognize  those  fuzes  as  having  been  used  in 
your  department? 

Answer.  1  re<x>giuze  the  one  marked  **A*'  oa  the  one  commonly  oiwd«  and  beifttn 
lo  lit*  th^iw  tnurlitKl  *'B'*  in  July.  The  onwt  niarke<1  "L"  and  4  are  Major  Ijbb'b 
luxctf  for  copiwr  topedootj,  to  be  nswl  on  torpedo  veewls. 

Question  12.  Ls  the  roUoction  of  lettcru  rt^lly  what  it  pur])ort«  to 
be,  viz,  copies  of  your  official  corre^ipondcnce  ? 

Answer.  1  recognize  the  letters  an  copiei^  of  my  i-orreHpomlenct. 

Question  13.  From  whom  did  you  receive  directions  about  putting 
down  torp«'doe.K,  and  the  kind  to  1)G  put  down? 

Answer.  General  Bcanrpfj^ard,  who  isnid  he  liad  morti  n-liance  in  one  tori>e(!o  than 
five  10-inch  crihimbiads. 

Quention  14.   Did  yon  furnish  tho  Uirjjedocs  for  the  torpedo  boats 

and  ironcladnj 

Answer.  No;  Captain  I).  IE.  [Frnnrii*  IX?]  Lee,  nf  the  Knjrinet'n*,  fumi(<htil  tliem. 

Question  15.  About  what  time  did  your  functions  ccorto  in  conse- 
quence of  your  arrest  ? 
AiiHwer.  Angiwl  28,  1864 ;  anil  I  Imve  haxi  nothinij:  to  do  with  the  bualaefM  since. 

Question  16.  Did  j' ou  remove  the  roi)*^  obstructions  Iwtween  Sumter 
and  Moidtrie  after  tho  fiitranco  of  the  United  Stales  Squadron,  and 
how  many  sections  wi-rc,  there? 

Answer.  I  did,  with  tiij^w  ami  IwialH,  taking  up  228  se<'ti(ms,  and  have  removal  «»nie 
aiiiue.    I  cut  theu)  lo4i(=«  iroui  thvir  lloalti  nud  lel  theui  ^<i. 

Question  IT.  How  manv  torpedoes  did  you  remove,  and  of  what 
kind  i 

Answer.  From  Ix'twccn  fiumter  and  Moultrie,  -i  (floatinff);  Ashley  River,  IB  (sL*- 
tionBry  fniinee);  Waiidr)  Kivcr,  H  (t^iiatiiiK).  In  front nf  IMnekney,  2  (floatin^c) .  One 
exjdoded  within  15  feet  of  the  JowpiH,  im  her  ptnrlMiard  side  (fraiiie  torjtedo).  The 
tinrri  electric  torpedo  wan  put  down  sliortly  after  my  arroet  by  Captain  K.  I'.  Bryan. 

Question  18.  Why  did  they  not  oi>oratc  again.st  our  monitors  witli 
their  torpedo  tx)ut.Hj 

Answer.  They  knew  n(  the  wparM  and  netting  iiHe«l  by  them. 

Question  11).  Have  you  visited  the  establi.ihment  wlicro  the  torpe- 
does were  made  since  the  evac^untioni 

Answer.  1  have;  there  were  20  or  IJO  torpedoes  there  then,  but  since  tliat  I  was 
there  fliid  only  found  5  or  tf. 

Charlestox  Hakhor,  Ajfrtl  lU  1866. 
Personally  appeared  before  nie  M.  M.  («niy,  \vh<i.  upon  Innng  duly 
sworn,  deposes  that  the  foregoing  evidt'nce  is  corrcit  and  ay  given  by 
him. 

Jos.  M.  Bradford, 

Klci'l  Captain, 

M.  M.  Gray. 
In  presence  of — 

WaIjTer  Cooper, 

Actinfj  Enni^n^  V,  S.  Nmrif, 
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ExAmination  of  Bobert  Tbonpion,  takon  by  Acting  Enii^  Walter  Coopor,  o&  board  V.  8» 
Tlasahip  Philadelphia.  lUrch  23,  1866. 


Quest  ion  No.  1.  Whut  is  your  uameif 
,\jwwi?r.  Rol«rt  ThuinpHon. 
Question  No.  2.  Nativity  i 
Answer.  Norfolk,  Va. 

Question  No.  3.  AVero  yon  puiployod  inpropHrin^nnd  piittinff  down 
torppdons  in  this  harlior? 

Aoswor.  VVa«  ri<-t«ilcd  08  acarpentt-r  to  work  in  the  dopartiDeat,  and  asBiBted  in 
'  patting  them  down  in  Tufrmloo  Kiver  [Togudo  Creek]. 

Question  No.  4.  De,m;nbo  them. 

Answer.  The  toriK?doc«  were  lmrr<*l  trirpwloes,  larf*e  l>eor  borrek;  two  cone9  o( 
pine,  17  Inohen  lou^f,  wr-rc  plact-^l  on  t\iv  fixK  ho  that  the  current  would  not  afiect 
lliemortiunhlethpni  ()ver.  Pilrli  won  put  nn  the  inwde.poureillhniujih  thehtm^.  »iid 
the  Iwrrelfl  rolled  over  so  as  to  make  it  even  on  the  inHide,  and  were  jtitc-httl  on  the 
QUteddese  well;  OO  pMumlsof  powiierwere  placed  in  thein.  (He  identified  tliekinda 
o(  fuze  tued,  and  nhuwed  the  ones  used  iu  putting  down  the  last  lot;  two  other  kinds 
he  did  not  recognijie,  hftd  never  uwid  them  in  his  <leiHirtnient. ) 

Question  No.  5.  How  long  is  it  since  the  fuzes  of  recent  construc- 
tion wer«  used? 

Answer.  The  old  kind  of  fuzes  luu)  t>etin  used  all  along  until  the  last  four  monthe 
or  BO,  when  the  ones  of  recent  confitmctiou  were  sent  up  from  Savannah,  and  they 
took  tlie  plared  of  tlie  older  ones. 

Question  No.  6.  How  longf  employed  in  this  busine!<j$  J 

Answer.  Entered  on  the  work  in  the  de[>artinent  6th  MarL'h,  1864. 
Quo^ttion  No.  7.  Did  you  put  them  down  by  day  or  uijfhti 
Answer.  Went  at  night  to  place  the  torpttdotsa. 

Question  No.  8.  Have  you   put  down   any   between   Sumter  an<f ' 
Mdoultrief 

Answer.  Put  16  down  lietween  Huntter  and  Moultrie. 

Question  No.  \K   What  kind  were  they'! 

Answer.  Were  liarrel  lor[K?doE«,  6*1  jtotindp  e«;h. 

Question  No.  10.  Where  did  vou  phwo  them,  and  h*nv  itianv  were 
there* 

Answer.  Were  plact^rl  outside  tlie  roim  olntruetinns. 

Question  No.  11.  Have  you  put  down  any  other  torpedoes,  and 
where  if 

Answer.  Put  down  seven  torpedoes  in  1Io^  Inland  Channel,  in  a  tine  from  Battery 
Bee  to  Kipley. 

QuoHtion  No.  ri.  Have  you  been  employed  in  endeavoring  to  get 
up  and  remove  thn  turjKsdocH  wliich  you  put  down  in  thi.s  harbor i! 

Aninscr.  Have  been  employed  in  endeavoring  to  get  up  the  torpedoes  put  down  in 
tiie  hariior. 

Question  No.  13.  How  many  did  you  get  up? 

.Answer.  Saw  one  whi<*h  the  Jmiipiil  picked  up,  and  the  irionilor  jrot  antdher; 
thinks  tlieic  are  twelve  more  where  this  iine  wkj«  picki'*!  up.  The  dragH  would 
eucouiiler  something,  but  slip  off,  and  they  eould  not  reeover  them. 
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Question  No,  14.   Wa**  your  work  prineipallv  executed  pi'evioua  to 
the  l7th  March  (when  the  Bilth  struck  u  torpedo)? 

Answer.  The  work  of  drap^nj;  for  torpHoes  waa  done  previous  to  the  17th  March, 
previonsly  to  Ihe  Hihh'n  being  stnit-k. 

Question  No.  15.   Werp  any  struck  and  exploded  hy  vessels  while 
endf^avorinjf  to  jjel  them  up? 

Answer.  Does  nul.  knuw  t.f  any  Ijeing  fxploded  liy  veasels endeavoring  to  get  them 
up,  except  at  Savannati;  iind  oiif  vessel  sunk  here. 

Question  No.  Hi.   I>o  you  know  who  ordered  those  to  be  put  down 
between  Sumter  and  Moultrie  in  January 'f 

Answer.  Heard  timt  (ie.nenil   Hanlee  imlensl  lliw  lurpudue.M  lit  Ih'  pnt  ilown  in 
January. 

Quewtion  No.  IT-  IIow  do  you  know  it  was  Oencnil  HurdceV  order? 

Answer.  C''U;ihitn  Simune  told  him  that  il  wns  the  ordt-r  of  <Irjuira,l  llanlci'  to  put 
the  tori>eil<>eH  down  lietween  Smater  anri  Moiillrie. 

Question  No.  18.  What  was  stipposcd  to  be  General  Hardee's  reason 
for  that  order  ? 

Answer.  The  reaooii  of  the  order  wb»«  that  a  euppOHetl  attack  waH  tn  l«j  made  on 
the  eity. 

Que,stion  No.  li*.     Have  you  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of 
torpedoes,  and  what  tiuie? 

Answer.  Have  heen  engage<l  in  the  prettaraliou  oC  these  tiirpedtieD  since  March, 
1864. 


the    c.^itablishnient    in    whicJi     yoo 


Qiie-stion  No.  20.   Where    wa.M 
worked? 

Answer.  The  estahlishnient  wn«  at  tIiefo(*tof  Haze!  street,  Cooper  River.  Tlie 
shdls  from  your  pintt  rnuwd  it  tn  \h-  i-ornoved  t«>  the  f<M't  «if  Ttmad  ptnM^t,  Awhley 
River.  CajiUiin  M.  M.  Liray  Imd  (-har|;e  of  the  work,  and  empluye<l  him  on  the 
carpenter  work. 

Question  No.  21.  Were  there  any  other  kind  of  torpedoes  at  Hazel 
street  when  you  bngan  work  there'; 

Ajiewer.  There  were  ropjwr  tirt>e<lfx«  at  Haxel  street  ulien  he  went  lo  work  tliere, 
to  be  uwd  on  the  Ik»wh  of  ve»«els.  Some  rju4-)ron  oorh  of  difforeiil  m/ef,  and  a 
Iwiler  ton>c<lo  on  the  wliart.  No  caHl-imn  loriMMhte*"  were  put  down  in  the  river 
after  he  came.  Sixl«'en  hnrrcl  t'lqKHlwM  wtin*  pUctil  in  the  Stoiie>  alKiiit  mx  wei'kfl 
_  before  the  PnUtpnci)  wa»  fuiik. 

Question  No.  "I'l.  ^\'lly  wuh  C«ptain  Gniy  remt)ved  from  the  Dppart- 
mentl 

Answer.  Doi*  not  know  for  whjit  n^ason  Oaptaiii  tiray  wa.«  remove*!;  various 
nunorH  Wftro  in  fin-iilatiiui  thai  In-  had  hinni  .spiviilatiuii  on  tltn  (iiiverniui'iit.  Cap- 
tain Bryan  wai*  a  Biiat-wful  o^tenitMr  with  tor]>edtn.-s  m  Florida,  and  was  a  particular 
friend  of  Ceneral  Beaiirefianl.  which  may  have  been  tlie  reason. 

Question  No.  23.  Were  there  any  on  hand  thero  when  the  rebels 
left? 

Answer.  Tliere  were  a  jjood  immy  torpedrx^w  left  there  hv  tho  relwlH  in  various 
1  of  foniplction;   1*2  tilifd.utid  iim-hnrs  iit-ar  them   In  tin-  yarfl  ol  thu  platv;  W 
were  for  the  Ciiarifjilon  iind  wime  wen-  onh^rcd  f"*r  rivern  Inward  lieoi^eiown. 

Question  No.  ^M.  Were  thcio  any  orders  triven  to  liave  sonir  got 
ready  for  the  rebel  ironclad  ChaHcHtimy  and  for  what  piir|>o.'^e? 

Answer.  The  on*f  fnr  tin*  flntrlrnfou  were  for  her  to  lay  tiehind  her  oa  hUv  went 
up  the  river,  HiipixtHini;  our  lNiat.«  uliieh  i-ame  after  her  wouhl  conic  in  contai-t  with 
them  (the  rebel  boats)  up  the  river. 


* 


41^  =*>CTK    ktt  ■vrr.'    wr.-trr  *'*r%.^   T*ir--U»;3- 

<^*>«(Me  3»->.  25.  W*r»  5hi*  &;cr«»*>:«»s  =ajC.»«iii!*:   &:•  ^it  kept  dom 

,t2iH»*r.  •^ii«a.~7  *  :r  3»)  v«»  i«c  -n  sku*  x  ^e  laetL  vsei  auieif  >»,  aai!  Ui«y 
» --iiji  V  WW.-.  *-w*7  jif  "ii^T  ■»»-•  TCiEH-L     JCKr  ^ie  ine  w»*  ixudueA  tavm  the 

Fl-WSfiHIP   pHIL&£HCLraiA. 

V*fr^jtmX\j  apfi«ttr>«l  hi^forc  dm-  BoSi^rt  llfr:^!^^!-*:^.  t!h>.  odob  being 
'iolv  •wonu  'Vfio-fs?  tittt  tbit  fore^otn^  tfcstiiiKer  ^  tnat  ana  s»  giren 
hrikim. 

J.  M.  Bkadpord- 

In  pTfs^fmc*:  of — 

Acting  ^n**<r»..  A".  .>.  A^jry. 


KT—ttw tJM  «r  Vrocu  Wm<.  Mkn  fey  Accnic  KMigB  WmtlM-  Otifi.  m  tau4  T.  B.  !■«- 
•k^  PhiHJatphw  Mn«k  tr  IMS. 

Qu^:»ftion  No.  1.    What  U  roar  namef 
Aii*w#rr.  FnuMtft  W/<^, 
Quf^tion  No.  2.  Nativitr? 

Afwnr*!T.  Horn  in  CtiarleKtMi. 

Qu«fMtion  No.  3.  Were  rou  employed  in  preparing  and  patting  down 
Ufr\ffAif<'M  in  the  Fiar^wr? 

Atm^i^.  }ia*l  \itrf.n  frmplor*^  in  liaikling  torpeilue^.  Ivt  had  pot  theai  down  only 
*m  twr*  *0v:Mtn*>nf. 

(^iKtHtion  .N'j.  4,   Dewrifie  them. 

y\fww«fr,  Th<r  ihT\itt\t»*  rna/lfr  were  constrtictt^i  from  Ugei^beer  barrelss  tarred 
\up'u\t:  and  '/ijt^ide  with  Ic^iled  iiitch,  tar,  and  ro«in.  A  cone  was  pUu'««l  on  the 
t'XirMuW\*m  ui  thft  IritrrcU,  whirh  nel'l  afxHit  60  and  65  nound^  of  coaree  cannon  pow- 
t\f.r.  H*Tiwitiv«  fuw^  pint?"  weni  iwerl,  [He  waa  here  shown  aample?  of  faze?  taken 
frmii  th<;  \ijr\0tv\it  t^mrlM  and  pttinted  out  one  of  them  of  the  latest  conTtniction, 
UtiviSi  oMti«id«  IwfinK  3  im:h«*,  marked  *'  B,"  other  kind  marke<l  "  A."]  One  fuxe, 
mllifd  lA-t-'n  fnzi;  wfw  intftidrr)  to  Y>e  used  in  the  copper  torpedoes  placed  at  the 
U>WM  of  vi-mf\p;  two  fuz'ft  he  hail  never  eeen. 

QiK'Ntion  .\o.  r*.   How  long  i?*  it  Hincc  those  of  rcoent  construction 

AnMwcr.   AUfiit  m%  virftkM  [irevimiH  ti>  the  Hinking  of  the  PainpMco. 

Qiif'Htion  No,  it.  How  long  employed  in  this  business^ 

Annwer,  Ifiul  \AH:n  cinployerl  from  nine  month><  to  a  year. 

CjiieHtioii  No,  7.  Did  you  put  them  down  hy  day  or  by  night? 

Answer,  In  ihti  juitiinK  <l"wn  of  the  torp«loefl  dark  niKhtp  were  always  neleoted, 
iiHlnK  M  yawl  txwt  for  Ww  piirpfxie,  carrying  three  or  four  torpedoes,  taking  from  half 
an  hour  Ut  an  fioiir  to  put  down  the  four. 

Qufwiion  No.  K.  Have  you  put  down  any  between  Sumter  and 
Moultrie? 

AhHWer,  Tht'  plHi**'  hhh  )N>twi><>n  Stunter  and  Moultrie,  nt'arly  on  a  line  with  th© 
two  furtM,  outMido  th«  tu\w  olMtructionQ. 
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r    Question  No.  i>.  Wbat  kind  were  th«v  f 
AiiKWiT.  Iturrt'I  tnrpwloes  wert-  the  uiily  kinrl  hw  iloimrlmoiit  ixawl. 
Question  No.  10.  Where  did  you  plttcw  Ibcrn,  and  how  many  were 
they  i 
Answer,  Bt'lween  HmuUr  and  Moultrie — 16of  Uiem. 


Qiii'iitioii  N<i.  11.   lliivr  you  put  down  ai»y  other  torj^edoevt,  and 
where  i 


AuPwtT.  (Hlii)r  tnrpe*lo(«  were  pU(wl  on  a  line  wi!h  Batten*  Bee  ami  Fort  Kipley. 

Quention  No.  12.  Havo  yon  )m*vu  ctnployed  in  (!n(h»avoriii{r  to  jfot 
up  and  remove  the  toriKnlot's  whioh  you  put  down  in  this  harbor? 

Anewer.  Haa  l^w-n  wnployrd  in  ^tting  tip  the  lor|>i'<liX'i!i  whii.-h  lit*  plaued  io  tho 
harN>r  wnci?  tiii*  2241  [nf]  Febniary. 

Question  No.  13.  IIow  many  did  you  get  up? 

Answer.  Re<.-<ivere<l  three  or  four  the  Hn*t  w-ek.  The  Bwe4?p  encounterH  wiiie- 
tliiii);  which  we  had  reaffon  to  believe  were  torpedoes,  as  it  was  oo  theppot  where 
they  were  laid,  but  the  chain  slipperl  ami  we  couM  not  recover  them. 

Question  No.  14.  Was  your  work  primii>Hlly  executed  previou.s  to 
the  l7th  of  Marcli  (when  the  ^///A  struck  a  tor|x'do)f 

Anewer.  Yt«;  hud  dra^^ed  the  ground  unsucceesfully  where  the  Bibi»  otrtiek  pre- 
vionely  to  the  accident. 

Question  No.  IS.  Do  you  know  who  ordcnxl  those  to  bo  put  down 
^^etwpon  Sumter  and  Mnultrie  in  January  i! 

Answer.  Tlie  lorpofloes  were  placed  l»etween  Sumter  and  Moultrie  in  January  hy 
order  of  <  ieneral  Hardee. 

Question  No.  10.  How  do  you  know  it  waw  Gencnd  Hardee's  order? 

Answer.  An  order  came  from  General  Hardee's  lieadtjiiortent  for  Capt^n  Simons 
to  come  up  Chere,  and  when  hv  nturnwl  he  wild  he  Imil  receivwl  (tnlera  to  plac^ 
torpedocv  uetwecu  Sumter  and  >[oultric,  Johnson  and  Rii>ley,  and  in  the  Hog  Island 
Cbiuinel,  and  he  direcle^l  thciii  Ut  1>e  pre)>aretl. 

Que?*tion  No.  17.  What  was  supposed  to  bo  General  Hardee's  reason 
for  that  order? 

Annwcr.  (ienenU  Hanleo's  reason  fortius, accordinR to  CapiftiiiRiiiionn' sliitement, 
was  that  he  exi»ccte<l  an  attaek  nn  tho  eity  in  a  few  days.  This  kiu*  in  theauue 
month  in  which  the  Patnpseo  was  sunk  and  previous  to  it.  They  were  put  down 
about  a  week  before  the  nijjthl  of  the  UUh,  when  the  Palnjuuu  waw"hlrrwn  up.  The 
last  of  the  Id  were  put  down  the  t*auw  ni^cht  of  the  Kinking  of  the  J'tttajuti-o. 

Que8tiou  No.  18.  Have  you  l>een  enj;faged  iu  the  preparation  of 
torpedoej4,  and  at  what  time  J 

Answer.  Wa^i  engajferl  in  putting  down  torpedoes  since  April,  1864;  from  that 
time  u]»  U>  the  evacimtinn. 

Que.'ition  No.  UK  Where  was  the  estaldishment  in  whieli  you  worked  i 

Answer.  The  workshop  waa  at  the  foot  of  Hazel  street  when  he  tirst  entered  on 
the  buHineee  known  as  Savannah  Steam  Packet  Wharf,  Ctmper  River.  <>n  account 
of  danjw-r  fruni  our  shells,  the  shop  wa«  removed  to  foot  of  Rroarl  Btreel.  on  the 
Aehley.  Captain  Gray  bad  charge  of  Uie  departjnenl  when  he  Ilr8t  went  tliere  and 
employed  them  in  building  them. 

Question  No.  20.  How  hmg  wa.s  Captain  Gray  in  command? 

Answer.  Captain  Gray  was  in  command  until  a  few  loonLhH  before  the  evacuation. 
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Question  No,  21.  Why  was  Captain  Gray  removed  from  the  depart- 
ments 

Answer.  On  account  of  cmbezzlinf;^  from  the  Government  in  speculations  on  rope; 
bought  rope  at  low  price  and  sold  it  at  high  price,  not  jiaying  the  parties  from  whom 
be  bought  it,  and  charging  the  Government  exorbitant  prices. 

Question  No.  22.  Were  there  any  other  kind  of  toi^iedoes  at  Hazel 
street  when  you  began  work  there? 

Answer.  There  were  copper  tori>e(!oes  for  upe  of  punJtoatP,  and  Rome  some  cast- 
iron  torpedoes  for  frames,  and  also  "  bull  torpedo"  made  of  a  wrought-irou  boiler. 
Never  knew  of  the  torpedoes  (caat  iron)  Ixfing  down  in  the  Ashley  River,  which 
were  removed  since  we  came  here;  always  heanl  that  a  large  number  had  been  put 
down  before  he  entered  in  the  employ,  but  never  had  any  knowledge  of  them 
himself. 

Question  No,  23.  Were  there  any  orders  given  to  have  some  got 
ready  for  the  rebel  ironclad  ChaHefttoiu  and  for  what  purpose? 

Answer.  Six  torixjdoe*!  (barrels)  were  ordered  to  Iw  got  in  readiness  for  the 
Charleiiou  by  order  of  Captain  Brown,  conuiianding  ht^r.  These  were  to  lie  thrown 
overboard  behind  the  Charleston  if  she  rotreattnl  up  the  river,  in  order  to  8toj>  the 

Srogre«i8  of  any  of  the  fleet  which  might  try  to  follow.  They  did  not  then  intend  to 
eetroy  the  ironclads.  The  torpetloes  were  got  ready,  hut  were  never  called  for. 
They  were  destroyed  by  a  watchman,  who  took  out  the  powder  and  threw  the  torpe- 
does overboard. 

Question  No.  24.  Were  the  torpedoes  intended  to  be  kept  down 
habitually  or  only  just  before  they  were  wanted? 

Answer.  They  were;  kept  ready  to  l>e  put  down  in  cast*  of  an  attack. 

Question  No.  25.  Were  there  any  on  hand  thci*(;  when  the  rebels  left? 

Answer.  Then?  wen;  a  nunilKT  of  tor|tedoea  in  the  fm-tory  when  they  left,  which  ■ 
had  l)een  onlered  to  Ih^  put  down  in  Charleston,  but  when  the  order  came  to  leave, 
they  went  away  without  putting  them  down.    Some  were  destroyed  at  the  railroad 
depot. 

FLAfisnip  Philadelphia, 
Charh'simi  Hnrhor,  March  29,  J865. 
Personally  appeared  before  me  Francis  W.  Wood,  who,  uiwn  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  that  the  foregoing  testimony  is  true  and  as  given 
by  him. 

J.  M.  Bradford, 

J^'^f'ct  Cuptaln. 
FitAxcis  Wood. 
In  presence  of — 

Walter  Cooper, 

Actituj  Eimiyn^  U.  S.  Nnry. 


SxtTMtf  from  a  journal  foand  at  the  headqaarters  of  the  torpedo  department  in  Charleston. 

IIeaikjuarters  Submarine  Defenses. 

Ch/trfeHton,  Fehnumj  2iK  1S6J^. 
Captain:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  ITth  instant,  I  liavo  the  honor 
to  report  that  all  orders  for  the  Stono  River  have  liccti  ilHiHl,  and  those 
for  the  Couibahee  and  Asbepoo  wili  be  filled  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible. 

Respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

M.  M.  (irav, 
Captam  in  Chatye  Torpedoed* 
H.  W.  Feilden, 

Captam  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HeaDQUARTEIU*   Sl'TRMAKINE    DkKKNSKS, 

Majob:  By  to-dny*fi  train  I  sond  you  oite  l>ox  loiitttininjf  30  .siuall 
and  1:2  large  bmss  siiVniHirine  tuhos  and  thr<»r  Ikixos  witli  UX>spn»itive 
tul)0f*  ea4-h.  The  Jtox  is  niarkcd  "  Major  .lainrs,  Wihiiinjjton.  N.  C.*' 
and  is  in  rlmr^'c  of  PrivaU-  (i.  1>.  Khodcjs,  who  will  report  to  you.  I 
will  semi  you  aiiotiier  box  with  ;i.*i  .subiimriiu'  bnisMs  on  Saturday  or 
Monday  next. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  major,  very  i-CApcctfuIly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Orat, 
CapUiin  in  Chtrge  T</ppetl'his. 
Major  .1 AMKS, 

Chifsf  EmjinctT,  Wilmlmjiim^  N.  €. 


Hkaix^uaktkkh  Suhmarink  Di:fkn8E8, 

(VtorU^f^m,  Ffhntari/2J,  186^. 

Private  (t.  I>.  Rhodes  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possililc  after  the 
n'rript  <»f  tiiis  order  U\  Wiluiinji-ttin,  N.  C.  in  charj^e  of  a  box  of  tu!)es, 
to  rn[)ort  t*>  Malov-irent'ral  Whitings  conimanding,  and  return  to  tliejM) 
headquartcrH  without  delay. 

Quartonnasters  will  please  furnish  transportation  for  the  above  to 
and  from  Wilmingtou,  N.  C,  by  mail  train. 

M.  M.  (litAV, 
Captain  in  C/tur^t  Torjfedoes, 


Office  Sitbmartne  Drfensfj^, 

ClutrhfUm,  March  /.  1S6^ 
Serjeant  W.  Whit^.  with  six  privat4\s,  will  proeeed  jus  soon  a«  jws- 
sibje  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  to  l*ocotaligo,  S.  C,  and  rep»rt 
to  Hri^udier-Genenil  Walker,  eornmandinjj,  to  place  torpedoes  where 
directed  on  the  Coinbahee  River  and  return  witliout  clelay  to  those 
head<pmrters, 

C^uartei'mastors  will  furnish  necessary  transixjrtation  for  Sergeant 
White,  6  men,  4  anchors,  1  amall  box,  4  toriM^aoes. 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Viuii'ge  Ti/rpedoes, 


Op-FICE    SUBHABINE    DEFENSES, 

CAftrU'Sffm^  March  6^  18(i4- 
'fpfgvant  H.  M.  Newman  will  pioceed  as  soon  im  [KKssible  to  Aufjusta, 
Ga.,  on  business  for  this  department,  and  return  to  these  hcudtiuarters 
without  delay. 

Quartermasters  will  furnish  Sergeant  Newman  tranajjortation  to  and 
from  Augusta,  Ga. 

M.  M.  GuAT, 
Captain  in  Chanje  Tvrptdoes, 


420  south  atlantic  blockading  squadron. 

Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

CharUaton^  March  7,  186Ji^ 
Majoe:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  com- 
mencing February  28  and  ending  March  5,  1864: 

Shipped  to  Captain  W.  H.  James,  chief  engineer  at  Wilmington, 
N.  C. ,  one  box  containing  30  small  and  12  large  submarine  tubes  (brass), 
and  three  boxes  containmg  300  sensitive  tubes  (in  all). 

Most  of  the  obstructions  in  the  Stono  River  were  examined,  and  all 
found  to  be  in  good  order.  The  balance  will  be  examined  as  soon  as 
practicable.  Sergeant  White  and  six  men  have  gone  to  Pocotaligo  to 
report  to  General  Walker  to  examine  torpedoes,  and  lay  four  more  in 
the  Combahee  River.  Sergeant  Bell  is  on  duty  in  Savannah,  laying 
torpedoes  in  the  different  rivers.  The  men  on  the  lot  are  all  employed 
getting  work  i*eady  as  fast  as  possible. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Vhanjc  2'orped4>es, 
Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Kn<ji7\ti:i\ 

Office  Suijmauine  Defenses, 

Charh',Ht<m,  March  8,  186^. 
Sergeants  Horton  and  Rhodes,  with  boat  crew  of  10  men,  will  pro- 
ceed as  soon  as  iw.ssible  after  the  receipt  of  this  to  Stono  River  to 
examine  obstructions. 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Capt-aln  in  Chunje  Torpedoed. 


Offick  Submarine  Defenses, 

Chavh'HUm.  March  13,  186^. 
Sergeant  H.  M.  Newman,  with  boat  crew,  will  proceed  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  receipt  <if  this  order  to  the  Stono  River,  to  examine 
obstructions. 

M.  M.  (tray, 
Captain  in  Chanjc  T<yrpedoett. 

Weekly  n-ftort  of  diiuiled  (lud  hired  men  in  dcp^irftmnt  of  »nlimn rine  difcuxcs,  commencing 
March  0,  and  vnditnj  Mmxh  JJ,  JA'04. 

Chaklkston,  S.C'.,  Marcit      ,  ISdlf,. 
Number  of  detiiiled  men,  30;  nuuiber  of  hired  men,  1»;  number  of 
absent  sick,  2;  number  of  present  siek,  O;  munlH-r  on  loiive  ahsence,  2; 
number  for  duty,  35;  present  for  duty,  34;  absent  on  duty,  1;  total 
absent,  5;  total  present  and  absent,  30. 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Char^jc  Torped<H'». 

Office  Submarine  Dkfenses, 

Charledin,,  M,ir<h  12,  186^. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  com- 
mencing March  6  and  ending  March  12,  1H64: 

Furnished  Captain   E.  P.  Bryan,  for  Florida,  12   torpedoes,  800 
pouada  powder;   1   box  containing  300  sensitive  tubes;   14  ballast 
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;  I  coil  hemp  ropo;  1  coil  3-iiifh  mauila  rope;  12  tiust-iron 
;    28   puhnmnnc   tul>e8   (lirasjs);    2  packinjf   I>oxo3.     Sorf^eant 


weights; 

ancKorrt;  28  puhnmnnc  tul>e8  (lirasjs);  2  packinjf  I>oxo3.  Sorf^eant 
AVhih!  rftturnpd  from  I'ocotalJgo,  imd  rojwrLs  having  nliirfxl  torpi'dot's 
wher(»  flirtH'tpd  in  tho  ConiliahVc  Uirer.  Sergeant  K.  B.  licit  is  still 
on  duty  in  .Savanuiih.  Tlic  balance  of  the  olwtriu-lionM  in  the  Stono 
Rii'cr  were  exumined,  and  all,  with  exception  of  one,  were  found  to 
Im'  in  {j(Kid  order;  that  one  wa**  taken  up  and  will  he  repla^'ed;  also  the 
harhor  ohstructions  examined  a.s  soon  ivs  praL-ticable.  The  hands  on 
the  lot  are  employed  getting  work  ready  as  fant  us  ix>s8ible. 

1  have  tht>  uonor  to  l)f^  major,  >ery  i*espectfuUy,  your  ol»cdieut 
aervant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captnin  hi  0uiryf  Tfrpfdot^. 

Major  \V.  IT.  Rciioia 

Chirf  h'tujinft'i\  VharU*itfm,  <S.   C 


CllAHLESTOV,  Miirrh  W,  IfiC^. 
Dkak  8tu:  Chaplain  Gray  retjtiested  nie  to  write  you  wonl  not  to 
I'eeeive  a  cent  from  the  Government,  only  through  liim.  as  it  would  bo 
a  fniud.  lie  has  been  ijuite  sick,  hut  is  now  nuich  better.  Theix"  i;* 
very  little  doing  here  at  present,  mid  everything  in  genornl  is  very 
quiet.  With  the  hopii  that  this  may  find  j'ou  improving  rapidly. 
1  remain^  yours,  with  respect, 

M.  M.  GiLW. 
Per  W.  Vt.  IIakvky. 
Mr.  Thomas  McNku., 

iSntiunt'n'ifi4'  Jfoitpifal^  Sujumenull^^  S.  C. 


Office  Submarink  Dkff-nsks, 

4luirh.^inn^  Mfirrh.  h%  ISO/,. 

Pi<'keL'*  and  gua»ds  will  pa^s  Tilnt  Tom  Smith  to  C'upros  [Caper's] 
Liland  and  back  to  the  city  on  the  21st  March,  1864. 

M.  M.  Gray, 
CapUtin  in  Charge  TurpeihuH^ 
Per  W.  G.  IIabvey. 


Opfigk  Submarine  Defensks. 

Vhm'h^Um^  M<trrh  /.'V,  /.S'tf^. 

Gfnkral:  T^roni  a  cnmmuni«ition  T  have  received  from  Mr.  J.  B. 
Smith,  in  ohnrge  of  electric  l»attery.  SnllivanV  Island,  I  liavc  the  honor 
to  report:  tliat  the  soldiers  on  the  ishmd  have  doj^troyed  the  stakes 
plaeed  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  position  of  the  torpedoes 
in  the  chann«'l. 

1  will  replace  the  same  as  soon  as  pnu'tieahle,  anii  would  rospiH't.- 
fully  request  that  something  he  done  to  prevent  their  l»eing  destroyed 
agam. 

I  have  tin*  tumor  to  l>o.,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Chptnin  in  duiiye  7'tH'pciUh'«. 

Brigtulier-General  Thomas  .Voul>a>% 
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Office  Submakine  Defenses, 

Charle^t^n^  March  21,  186^. 
Majob:  I  have  tho  honor  to  report  tlie  following  for  the  week  com- 
mencing March  13  and  ending  March  IH,  1864: 

Finished  the  work  in  the  Stono  River,  and  taking  up  one  torpedo, 
supposed  to  be  in  bad  order,  it  was  found  to  be  all  right;  will  replace 
it  IS  soon  as  practicable.  I  would  recommend  that  more  torpedoes  be 
plac^ed  in  the  Stono  River. 

Getting  work  ready  for  Commodore  Tucker,  Navy  Department;  also 
electric  torpcdoej^  for  harbor. 

The  hands  all  employed  on  the  lot  gettiiig  work  ready  as  fast  as 
possible. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  bt^,  very  rcspcctfuUv, 

/     M.  M.  Geat, 
Captain  in  Chaiye  Torpedtien, 
Major  W.  H.  Echoij*, 

Chlvf  Kn<j'iHi'i'i\  Chirff'Mfim^  S.   (\ 


Ofvick  Suiimarinr  Defenses, 

('hnrh'Httm,  Marches,  186^. 

I.  All  person.^  emploj'cd  in  this  department  are  hereby  ordered  not 
to  be  absent  from  their  (luarters  day  or  night  (except  when  on  the  lot) 
until  tho  20th  April,  and  to  be  ready  for  extra  duty  at  any  moment. 

II.  Sergeant  Avant  will  examine  the  arms  of  the  men  everj'  Satur- 
day, and  report  any  not  in  order  to  this  office. 

III.  The  noats  Molly  Mi/ers  and  Man/  Gray  to  be  in  readiness,  and 
four  canoes  must  be  loaded  immediately  with  rosin,  to  be  kept  afloat 
and  in  readiness  at  any  moment. 

Bv  order  of 

M.  M.  Gray, 
('nptai)i  in  (-hargt'  T(>ri)ef2oin, 
Per  W.  G.  Harvey. 


OKncK  SniMAHiNK  Defenses, 

Vharl'ston,  March  2H,  186^. 
Commodore:  I  would  resiiectfully  inform  you  tliut  1  intend  to  raise 
the  cable  (now  lying  between   Fort  Johnson  and  Stillivan's  Island) 
to-night  if  the  weather  permit^s.     Please  to  notify  your  gnard  lioats 
and  let  me  know  the  signal. 

M.   M.  (rRAY, 

Capiidn  in  (Imnp-  T^rjicdofn. 
C-cjmmodore  .1.  R.  Tucker, 

VomtnamVnKj  Naval  Firrcen  A^Htuff,  i'harlrxtnn,  S,  ('. 


Office  Suhmaiiink  Defenses, 

Charlcxton,  Mtirrh  ;iS^  JSG^. 
Ma.tor:  1  have  the  honor  to  rej^ort  the  f<tll(>wiiig  foi-  the  week  com- 
mencing March  20  and  ending  March  20,  ISG4. 

Getting  electric  torpedoes  ready.     Weather  too   Imd   to  examine 
the  harbor  obstructions;  will  do  so  as  soon  as  practicable.     Hands  on 
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the  lot  nil  rmployod  pottinnr  work  rraily  as  fust  ns  possihlo.  K.  B. 
IVll  still  on  (liitv  in  .S«viinimli.  The  oUxliic cable  between  yuniterand 
Johnson  will  hv  mistHj  the  following  wrok.  weather  perniittiuj!:.  The 
IxMits  all  reiidy  to  lu^sist  in  lighting  the  liarbor. 

M.  M.  Gkat, 
Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes, 
Major  W.  H.  EcnoLa, 

€hu:f  Engineer. 


Office  Scbmarixe  Drfensm, 

ChitrhittoT),  Morrh  Si,  1.%J^. 
Oenxral:  On  tho  20th  of  January  last  I  made  application,  through 
Geiieial  Itains,  asking  I'tir  porniission  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the 
torpedo  (cigar)  boats.  The  general  notified  me  that  General  Heauro- 
inird  had  said  I  should  have  one.  Having  heard  nothing  further  about 
It,  1  again  respectfully  ask  [x^rrnission  to  take  charge  of  one  of  them. 
I  Ixdieve  they  are  now  in  charge  nf  the  engineer  department.  I  wish 
one  of  them  attached  to  this  department  and  in  my  charge.  I  have  a  full 
crew,  engineers,  etc.,  also  some  torpedoes  all  reafly,  and  wish  to  attack 
the  enemy's  vessels,  not  any  ouh  in  [Nirticular^  but  the  first  that  gives 
a  favorable  chance  for  success,  and  to  go  whenever  and  wherever  I 
think  I  <*!in  do  the  most  damage  to  the  enemy's  ve.ssels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Clutnjt  Torpedoes. 
Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Si<fff. 


i 


OfFICF.    SrBMARTNE    DEFENSES, 

ChurhMiVu  'V.  C,  Aprils,  18GJ^. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  ending 
April  2,  1S64: 

Sent  tiiptain  J.  A.  Simons  with  two  boatA*  crews,  assisted  by  one 
from  Coninlodore  Tucker,  to  raise  electric  cable  between  Forts  John- 
son and  Sumter.  I  am  examining  the  same,  and  will  have  it  ready  for 
use  shortly.  Weather  Iul-^  been  too  biwl  to  examine  the  electric  tor- 
wdoes.  iilso  harbor  oiistruetions,  hut  will  do  so  as  soon  as  practicable, 
llands  still  employed  ut  work  on  the  lot. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  major^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Cimr^e  Torpedoen. 
Major  \V.  n.  KcHOi-s, 

Chiif  Khgiuvn;  ChurleHi^,  A  <?. 


Oppicr  Submarine  Deprnses, 

Chtn'JtMtou,  Api^il  7,  fS6/,. 
Captain:  Ry  to-morrow's  train  I  send  yon  I  *J  torpedoes.  TJ  anchors,  15 
Ittlaoce  weights,  H.'J  submarine  tulK?s  (brass),  2  cod.s  rope  {^4  fathoms), 
34  northern  pine  plugs,  and  1  anger.     They  are  iu  clvtt.v^si<il'^\SB«^'^^ 
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Uorton,  who  will  report  to  3'ou.  The  auger  you  will  please  send 
l)a(rk,  08  we  could  not  get  tube^  of  the  old  size.  I  thought  best  to  send 
it  and  the  plugH. 

M.  M.  Gkat, 
Captain  in  Clutrge  Torpedoes. 
Captain  K.  P.  Bryan, 

FU/ridu. 


Office  Surmarine  Defenses, 
CImrimton,  K  C,  Apinl  7,  186J^ 
Sergeant  R.  F.  Horton  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 


Bryan,  and  return  to  those  headquarters  without  delay. 
Quarterniastei*8  will   please   furnish  necessary  trunspoitation   for 
Sergeant  Ilorton,  12  toipedoes,  and  fixtures. 
By  cotuumnd  of  (jreneral  Beauregard: 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
diarh'Htim.,  S.  C,  April  8,  1864. 
Sergeant  White  will  proceed  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  get  two  boiler 
hemls  of  Mr.  Burris's  from  Mr.  Holljack's  saltworks,  bringing  the 
same  to  tliose  heacKiuartei's. 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Charqe  of  Torpedoes^ 
Per  W.  a.  Harvey. 

Quarterrnaster  will  pleas**  furnish  Sergeant  White  with  a  wagon  for 
ti»e  above. 


Ofi!7Ce  Submarine  Defenses, 
ChartrHtou,  S.  6".,  April  9,  186 4.. 
Ma.t<>r:  Two  days  since  I  received  a  ver])al  order  relative  to  the 
wire,  but  not  saying  who  for  or  where  to  go  to.     In  answer  to  yours, 
1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  wire  is  already  measured  off,  and 
onl}'  waiting  onlcrs  where  and  who  it  is  to  be  shipped  to. 

I   have  the  honor  to  he.  major,  very  resjwctfully,  your  oliedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Capta/ti  '/I  C/t(ff(/r  Torpidoes. 
Major  W.  II.  Kcuoi.% 

Chit/  I\inji/t<n\  (%trh»tim. 

Office  Submarixe  Defenses, 
Charltxtoii,  S.  a,  A/,n7 ,9,  186^. 
Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  end- 
ing A|>ril  !♦,  I8t>4: 

ilavm^  funushed  1:>  torpedoe.**  and  fixtures,  and  sending  Servant 
Jlortoit  in  charge  of  same  to  Captain  K.  P.  Bryan,  Camp  Mdton, 
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F!a.  Also  making  all  noeessaiy  preparations  so  as  to  mist*  and  examine 
electric  torpedoes  next  week,  weatoer  iK*ruiittiMg.  llantls  on  lot  all 
employed  gcttinjj  work  ready  for  Florida  uud  the  coa^^t. 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Giptaiti  in  Charge  Tw/M-d^w*. 
Major  W.  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Kn^j'tiuct\  C/tarl^j*t^n,  -5,  C, 


WttHy  report  ofdttailfd  and  hirftl  men  in  departinml  mthmarine  drfmuM,  itvek  ending 

Ajiril  tU,  /.S64. 

Charleotok,  S.  C,  Ayml^  I864. 

Number  of  detailetl  men,  27;  nuniltor  of  hired  men,  13;  absent  nick, 
3;  present  MifU,  o;  on  spi'trial  furlonf^h,  1;  for  duty,  3*3;  pre.sent  for 
duty,  35;  absent  on  duty,  1;  total  al»:jent«5;  total  presentaud  absent, 40. 
_  M.  M.  Gray, 

Cajfiain  in  Chargt:  T'^rjirihtca. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses. 

Chjtri^Um,  S.  C,  AfH-il  to,  ISO^. 
Major;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  pnd- 
in{r  April  Itf,  I8t>4: 

Furnished  Captain  E.  P.  Bryan,  for  Florida,  12  torpedoes  (75  pounds 
powder  eat'h).  anchors  and  tixture.s  complete;  also  Commodore  W.  F. 
Lynch,  Wilmington,  N.  C,  with  8  fuzes;  handed  over  to  Major  M. 
A.  IVingle  for  transportation  to  General  Maury,  Mobile,  Ala.,  2 
miles  Hubumrine  cubic.  The  stakes  that  were  destroyed  by  soldiers  on 
Mount  FlojLsiint  have  Iwen  replaced.  0<mUl  not  raise  the  dectrir  toi-- 
pedoes,  as  Captain  Smith,  the  diver,  is  absent  on  duty,  hut  will  as 
«oon  as  he  ivturns.  llujKi.^  on  lot  all  employed  getting  work  ready 
for  Florida  an<i  the  coai*t. 
Very  respectfully, 

M,  M.  Gray, 
Coptnin  in  Vhunje  Tnrpedtten. 

Major  W.  II.  Echoi.s, 


Office  Sub^iarine  Defenrf^, 

Chm-lexfim.  S.  f\,  A^o'lf  lU,  lHe4. 
Major:  In  answer  to  y*>urs  of  the  lOth  and  18th,  1  have  the  honor 
to  report  tluit  n<t  orders  have  been  received  at  this  ofiice  in  reference 
to  toi-pedoes  in  the  creek  in  front  of  east  line  on  »Iames  Island  since 
General  Rains  left  here.  I  will  have  them  placed  a.s  reipiired,  also 
those  rt'laced  in  Stono.  as  requested  by  General  Taliaferro,  ad  soon  as 
practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Vapimn  iu  Charge  Tw^ptslatx. 
Major  W.  FI.  Eciioix, 

Chi^f  Eiiginetfr^  C/itrrf^ion^  S.  C 
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Office  Submabixe  Defenses, 

Charleston,  S.  <7.,  AjfHl  19, 186^ 
Captain  J.  A.  Simons  is  herebv  ordered  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
Au^UMta,  Ga.,  for  the  purpose  o)  obtaining  barrels  (suitable  for  tor- 
pecK»e8)  either  by  purcnase  or  impressment;  if  none  are  to  be  had  at 
Augusta,  to  go  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  if  successful  in  getting  any,  to 
ship  the  name  to  these  headquarters. 

He  will  take  Sergeant  White  with  him  to  assist  in  the  above. 
Quartcrmasteni  will  furnish  necessary  transportation  for  the  above. 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Hkadquarters  Depabtment  S.  C,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  5,  186 J^ 
Captain  Gray,  in  charge  of  the  submarine  defenses,  is  authorized  to 
imprens  24  casks,  being  absolutely  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of 
torix»,df>es,  care  being  taken  in  the  impressment  to  comply  with  the 

SroviHions  of  Genei*al  Orders  A  and  I  and  Genera)  Orders  No.  30,  C 
.,  regulating  impressment. 
By  command  oi  General  Beauregard: 

H.  WEiffTss  Feilden, 
Captain  and  Assistant  AdjiUant-Gefieral. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

C}mrUst<in,  S.  C,  April  SI,  1S64. 
Major:  In  answer  to  youra  of  the  20th,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  Captain   K.   P.  Bryan   has  been  furnished  with  24  torpedoes 
alreiuly,  and  that  there  are  12  more  ready  on  lot,  only  waiting  dis- 
imtcii  from  him  to  shin.     The  rest  will  be  ready  in  time  for  him. 
Very  rcHpectfuIly,  your  oljedient  servant, 

M,  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Charge  Torpedoes, 
Maior  W.  II.  EonoLS, 

Chief  Engini.'tT,  Chnrlestmi,  S.  C, 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Aprils,  186^. 
Dear  Sir:   Your^  of  the  23d  came  to  hand  yesterday,  and  in 
answer  I  will  say  I  will  l)o  pleased  to  render  you  any  assistance  I  can, 
and  will,  in  this,  send  you  a  letter  to  General  Trapier,  stating  the 
obit'ct  of  your  visit,  and  asking  him  to  assist  you  all  lie  can. 

l)o  you  find  out  from  your  trip  that  tliei'O  is  a  chanco  of  your  being 
successful  in  Idowing  up  the  vessels  you  spoke  of^     I  will,   upon 
notice  from  you.  meet  you  at  Georgetown  at  any  time  you  shall  name. 
Very  rcsj)ect fully,  yours,  ete., 

M.  M.  Grat, 
Captain  in  Chttrye  Torpedoes. 
Mr.  tl.  S.  McDaniel. 
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Office  SunMAiuNK  Oefenbes, 

ChaHeston,  Aprils,  2S04, 
Gkitkral:  Mr.  J.  S.  McDaniel,  the  bearer  of  thi*i,  in  eompany  with 
Captain  George  II.  Pouu^  [?]  will  visit  Geortfctowii  for  tbe  mirpo-M^ 
of  j^^t'ttiii^  the  positions  of  the  vt'Hsels  hlockiidtnpf  that  jKjrl.  It  i>*  his 
int*»ntion,  if  he  thinks  it  oin  be  done,  to  try  and  destroy  the  bloek- 
iidorM  h\  niean.s  of  torpedoes.  You  wil]  phvLwe  tjive  him  any  assiMtmiee 
he  may  leijuire  or  any  information  you  may  have  eonrorninjj  them. 
Verv  respcctfullv,  vours,  etc., 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  i'hartje  Tm'jieihn-^. 

Brigadier-General  Tbapieb, 

Cmtmiaiullny  Fmn'th  Military  DistriH,  Georgetown^  S,  C. 


Office  Si^hmakine  Dekekhew, 
Cfiath'iftoH,  S.  a,  April  2H,  ISOJ^. 
Commodore:  You  will  plea.se  do  nie  the  kindness  to  ]^ve  me  any 
infnrnmti(»n   you  may  have  ronrernin^  Lieutenant  Dixon  and  en^w; 
also  what  service  thi*y  were  in  and  the  date  of  the.  exploit*  and  their 
iianieM  and  oblige, 
^  Youi-s,  very  respeetfully, 

^1  Captain  in  Chanji'  Torpedm^. 

^J^    Couiiiiodore  J.  R.  Titcker, 

^^^K  Conitnattding  Naval  Forces  Afloat, 

P  Gfj 


I 


Office  SrBMAiirNE  DEFENaEs, 
Charl^xt^'H,  .y.  C,  April  ^t),  ISOJ^. 
General:  In  answer  to  a  oominiinii'ation  of  j'oui-s,  n  eeived  through 

head*]uarter-.  relative  to  Lieiitenunt  Dixon  and  erew,  1  be<:f  leave  to 
slate  that  I  was  not.  infornird  as  to  the  serviee  in  whi^-h  l/ieutenatit 
Dixon  wa-*  enpij^ed  or  undi-r  what  orders  he  waH  acting'.  I  am  informed 
that  he  I'emu'sted  ('(Jinniodore  Tueker  to  furnish  him  some  men.  whi<'h 
he   did.     Their   nanifs  an;   as    foll()Ws:    Arnold    Hc'<-ker.   (.'.  Sinikins, 

James  A.  Wieks,  V.  Coltins^and Kidgewav*  ull  of  the  Navy,  and 

Conioral  C  F.  Oarlsen,  of  Oaptiiin  Wagener's  company  of  artillery. 

The  United  States  sK>op  of  war  was  attiU'ked  and  destroyed  on  the 
tii;;ht  of  the  ITtli  of  February.  Sinec  that  time  no  information  hft.s 
lieen  received  of  either  the  lK)at  or  crew,  1  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  tori>edoes  Iwinj;  plaeed  at  the  I)ow  of  (he  hoat  she  went  into  the 
hole  made  in  the.  ff>iui<at<niirhy  explosion  <vf  torpedoi's  and  did  not 
have  sutJieient  power  to  Iwek  out,  eonse<pieiitly  sunk  with  her. 

1  have  the  honoi-  U)  be.  General,  very  reHi)ectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Capiaijt  in  Chiir(p  of  Tt»rpt'd<H». 

Major-General  Dabnev  H.  Maury, 

Moltilr.  A/tt. 
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Office  Submabine  Defenses, 

ChaHeston,  S.  C,  March  16,  1864. 
This  is  to  certify  that  Sergeant  N,  C.  Hannon  was  in  my  employ 
and  on  duty  for  this  department  when  killed  by  explosion  of  magazine 
at  Fort  Sumter,  on  the  11th  December,  1863. 

M.  M.  Grat, 
Captain  in  Charge  Tt/rpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
GharUaton,  S.  C,  Ajyril  30,  186j^. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  week  end- 
ing April  30,  1864: 

Furnished  torpedoes  as  per  order  for  Captain  Bryan,  and  waiting 
orders  to  ship.  The  work  for  the  creek  opposite  east  lines,  James 
Island,  will  l)e  placed  as  directed  on  Tuesday  next.  The  orders  for 
Winyah  Bay  will  be  filled  as  soon  as  practicable;  also  those  of  the 
Combahee  River.  Captain  J.  A.  Simons  returned  from  Augusta  with 
40  barrels. 

The  delay  in  filling  the  above  order  was  caused  by  want  of  barrels, 
which  we  now  have. 

Very  respectfully,  vours,  etc., 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Chtrge  Tm^peAloe». 

Major  \V.  H.  Eciiols, 

VhUf  Engineer, 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charlmtaii,  S.  6'.,  May  ^,  1861^. 
Sergeant  II.  Al.  Newman,  with  crew,  will  proceed  without  delay  to 
James  Island  and  report  to  General  Taliaferro,  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  torpedoes  in  creek  opposite  east  line  James  Island. 
Quartermasters  will  furnLsh  necessary  transportation  for  the  above. 

M.  M.  Grat, 
Captain  ill  Charge  Torpedoes. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 
Ch^rleMon,  8.  6'.,  May  :i,  186^ 
Captain  F.  Smith,  with  crew,  is  hereby  ordered  to  leave  the  wharf 
at  5  oVlock  and  undernin  the  cable  between  Forts  Sumter  and  Johnson. 
By  order  of  M.  M.  Gray,  captain  in  charge  torpedoes. 

\V.  G.  Harvey. 


Office  Submarine  Defenses, 

Charl^Mmi,  S.  C,  May  Jf,  186^. 
Sergeant  H.  M.  Newman,  with  Iwat  crew,  will  proceed  to  Dill's  Bluff, 
James  Island,  and  from  there  to  Battery  Haskell,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  obstructions. 

M.  M.  (trav, 
Captain  in  Charge  Ttyrpmhh^s, 
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Office  HtmMAmNK  Dkfkxses, 

rharhainn,  S,  C,  May  7,  ISO'/f. 
Ma.iok:  I  have  thr  honor  to  r('j)oi*t  thu  following'  fiir  the  week  ending 
Mav7,  1804: 

Hav'inef  undermn  the  cable  between  Forts  Sunitt^r  and  JohnHon, 
exiiiiiinca  iTcek  opptwito  i^a«t  line  rlaiiies  Lsland,  only  found  onr  lor- 
ncdo  in  it;  examined  that,  and  findiiif;:  it  in  gixyd  order.  rrpla(e<l  it. 
Will  |>ut  down  others  a.s  soon  as  I  can  got  powder.  I  will  hori'  «iy 
that  Major  Chanihliss  ran  not  till  iny  re(uiisition  for  iH)wder,  and  1  <«n 
do  nothing  until  1  jjet  souje.  Kxaniined  creeks  in  irunt  of  lialteries 
llaj^kell,  Tatoin,  and  K^'an,  and  will  place  toipetioes  its  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

Shipped  to  Mr.  Fel.  care  of  eng^inoer's  bureau,  Richnion<l,  Va.,  14 
miles  of  in.sulated  wire,  lland^  on  lot  jj;t-'ttinjf  work  ready  to  till  orders. 
Shipped  liK)  senhitive  tubcb  and  "Ji  Hubmarino  fuzea  to  Cxmimcxlore 
Lynch.  Wiluiiugton,  N.  C. 

M.  M.  Gray, 
Captain  in  Chartje  Torpedoaf. 
Major  \V.  II.  EcnoLs, 


Report  of  Hilar- Admiral  Dohltfrert^  U.  tS.  Natfy^  rtignnltng  opera^ion^ 
agaifvit  the  defettittis  of  C'AarU^t<ni^  S.  C. 

WamhINoton,  October  JG^  1865. 

8ir:  My  attention  haa  been  drawn  to  a  re|)ort  by  Gcncnd  Gilluiorc, 
puiiwrtin^  to  give  an  account  of  the  oprnitions  on  Morri.s  Island  in 
1.S68,  which,  in  its  general  tenor,  as  well  as  by  jmrticularstjilenK'nts,  is 
calculatc<l  to  produce  very  crroneoUH  inipreiMiions  in  regard  to  the  eon- 
duct  of  naval  affairs  about  that  tinu\ 

It  was  rcasonuhlc  to  sni)pos<'  (hat  under  the  circumstances  he  would 
havf  omitted  no  fait  or  infonn:ition  that  was  likclv  to  be  ini]Kirtunt  to 
a  fair  conclusion,  hut  on  the  contrary  1  tind  uiucli  left  out  or  so  par- 
tially stated  that  it  is  iiniM)ssihlo  to  judg<-  correctly  of  the  circum- 
staui^OH  that  uoavoidably  influenced  tho  course  of  naval  ojx-'ratio!is 
there. 

My  belief  is  that  if  these  had  bt^en  fully  and  properly  connidered  hx 
Ucnenil  Gilltnore  he  never  could  have  reached  the  conclusioi»  whicn 
he  has  taken  mi  iiiucli  time  to  su]>port  by  jiurtlal  statenu'uts.  Or  if  he 
had  stjiifd  all  the  facts  of  the  case  in  4-ormectioii  with  that  conclnsinn 
there  would  have  been  less  necessity  fi>r  this  communication,  as  the 
fallacy  of  his  views  would  have  been  accanpanied  by  some  corrertion. 

It  seems  to  be  my  duty,  therefore,  to  supply  the  pnneipiil  of  these 
omissions  and  to  iM>int  out  Iheir  elTei-t  on  Ine  <[uestions  which  he  ha.s 
so  gratuitously  chosen  to  mise  for  the  tirst  time,  some  eighteen  months 
after  the  event  referred  to,  under  circumstances  that  should  withhold 
from  him  all  claim  to  courtesy  of  trcjitnu'ul. 

The  propriety  of  sending  our  ironi'lads  into  the  harlHir  of  Charles- 
ton at  the  tmie  suggested  by  Genernl  (iillniore  depended  entirely  on 
the  state  of  the  rebel  defenses^according  to  our  most  reliable  infor- 
mation— the  efficacy  of  the  for<*e  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  ou 
them,  and  the  protmbility  of  accomplis.hing  some  useful  purpose. 
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One  of  those  roritlitiuiis  is  <>x|)Iiiiiiod  v*'rv  iin]>erfpctly  )i,v  General 
Gillinore:  thosofonfil  is  not  cvon  alliulcfi  to,  thonfi^ii  inforrimtioti  wjls 
not  wiintin^.  whilo  tliv  impnutinihility  of  tln>  undertaking^  wi>ul<l  have 
hovu  nmriifc^t  fi'urii  an  in.si)i:ctiun  of  the:  uiup  in  connecUun  with  the 
fon'»;oinf(. 

It  niiiy  Ih.'  prenuHeil  that  no  exiwriment  was  possible  short  of  com- 
mitting tho  force  Hent  in  to  a  tleciHive  re.sult,  ana  if  this  were  unfavor- 
ul»U'  it  would  not  be  oaay  to  Cfstitnate  the  extent  or  jj^mvity  of  tho 
disiisti^r,  ni>t  only  to  the  ironchids  but  to  the  national  interests  in  this 
quarter. 

Success  uud  safety  were  equivalent  t4?miy,  and  to  attain  either  it  was 
indisiicnsiiblr  (Iml  llie  vessel.n  should  lie  able  to  jjernmnently  fsjlenec  the 
l>atteiii'N  or  flse  in  jiiiss  beyond  tbmi  and  control  the  supplies  of  fuel 
and  of  ammunition  which  their  consumption  required  until  the  troops 
could  render  the  a.s^^istance  whi<h  (lencrtil  (rillniorc  promi^>ed. 

If  they  failed  toacci)in|ilish  cither,  there  were  pnifmhilitios  of  great 
loss  before  they  could  ite  extricated  fr<>ni  the  hnrbor. 

A  review  of  the  hontile  defennes  as  they  aptn  ared  tn  Ht>  at  the  lime, 
and  of  the  ii-onclad  force  then  at  uiy  di:<ix>>af,  will  furnish  niean^  for 
jud^bijj;  whether,  in  the  i'xercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  it  would  have 
been  judicious  to  risk  the  only  seagoinff  scpiadron  of  the  Union  uyxtn 
a  uioxenient  tliat  held  out  no  prospect  of  an  adeipuUe  result,  when  the 
course  (ff  operations  was  leaning  the  combined  forces  to  the  ac<iuisi- 
tion  iif  substantial  ailvantnjres. 

In  luival,  as  in  niililary  proceedinjrs,  the  force  and  position  are  sel- 


dom if  ever  known  willi  perfect  precision,  but  are  to  be  api>ro\inmU^d 

■  eollectec' 
scouts,  and  (tther  source*. 


from  w hat niav  be o!jser>ed or  < 


:'ted  from  theaetrountsof  deserters, 


On  the  "SM  of  August,  t\\v  cuuHitencement  of  the  period  allo^'od  by 
General  Gilmore  most  suitable  for  a  successful  achievement  !)y  the 
vcsseirt,  the  most  persistent  elforts  by  lami  and  water  had  only  impaired 
the  enemvH  defenses  to  the  extent  of  batterinj^;'  Sumter  from  one  shape 
into  another  and  redueinj^  tliB  oll'ensive  power  of  iL>  heavy  artillery, 
liut  had  been  unavailint;  to  drive  out  its  jrarrison  or  pr4'Vi*ut  (hem  from 
coveriny  the  obstructions  at  the  entniuce.  by  nKNins  of  lij,'ht  ^'uns  and 
musketry.  These  were,  therefore*  ns  fonuidable  as  ever,  stretchiufj 
luross  the  charmel  in  the  shape  of  entanglements  to  foul  the  proi>elIei's 
and  torpHd<»es  to  bivaeh  the  bottoms  of  the  uionitors — the  heavy  bat- 
teri<'s  of  Sullivan's  L*land  defending  them  on  one  side;  on  the  other 
the  li^ht  guns  and  musketry  of  »Snmter,  witli  perhaps  a  few  heavy 
guns  m  the  lower  c^asemates. 

Wagner  still  sto<Ml  defiant,  ke<>pin|»;  l)ack  our  troops  from  the  com- 
plete jfossession  of  its  end  of  Morris  Island,  and  to  all  appearances 
quite  as  cai>able  a-s  ever  of  domg  so. 

The  umrale  of  the  men  hut  a  few  days  later  is  l>ej*t  described  by  Gen- 
eral (yilbnore: 

Tilt*  'lurk  ainl  ploomy  dnyc  of  tin*  ."iej«'  wt-n*  now  upon  up.  Our  ilaily  loeaee* 
althrm>;h  not  heavy,  wero  on  the  inrrcaso,  whUf  nur  pn>gn*»»  liet*anie  ditu-otiniizmgljr 
elow  and  even  fearfully  inuvrtain. 

Opposite  to  Sumter  were  the  powerful  Imtteriesof  Sullivan's  Island, 
thus  miperfectly  represented  by  Geneiiil  (iillmore  (page  s.  sectmn  5): 

ll  'Fort  Moultrie)  i»  «  brick  work,  ninimtiiii;  one  titr  of  >riuie  en  Imrliette.  Ita 
annanicQt  in  the  aiitarnn  of  186(>  t-onsisti^  of  Hi  :!4-pounden>,  14  ;i^- pounders,  10 
S-inch  coluinbiadfi,  5  8-ineh  Beaooast  howitzer?,  ami  7  Heldjiicees. 
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Page  !*,  .-^eLtion  ID: 

A(l()iti*>nal  jfimp  wtrre  iiKitinteil  on  Fori  Aloullrie,  mid  U  waa  olherwisu  very  iitat«- 

The  orticora-  of  the  Htnmdron  wins  hv  sijfht  and  ncttml  tost  of  battle, 
were  hu  fimiiliar  with  tnewe  works,  will  hardly  reio^nizp  in  the.  above 
dettiTiption  tbi'inastxivo  raiiinartsof  Kand  liehind  wliitli  bud  dl.-Mipjx'ared 
the  fftchio  old  bri4'kwork  tliiit  wuuM  buvf?  cniinblocl  away  lieioi'G  tbfi 
tire  of  our  inxuluds,  nor  tho  heavy  batteries  of  Bee  and  Beauregard 
that  tlanked  ]\l(>i]Une<fn  either  hand.  Much  le?*Ht'ouId  thrv  hnvecon- 
ct>iv4»d  that  tlio  liciivy  shot  which  told  ovenou  the  iroucludH  came  from 
24-noundorH  and  M2-poiinders. 

'J  he  otTenp*ivo  power  and  capacity  of  tbe.so  works  had  tieen  well 
established  in  the  actions  with  the  ironclads  that  occnri-ed  on  the  2?»d 
and  ;-tlst  August,  and  1st  St^plenificr,  but  nioiM^  particularly  on  the  7th 
and  Mb  Septeuibor,  when  tin*  whole  iioNver  of  tlie  JrtfnsJf/rJ*  and  tivo 
monitors  was  expended  on  them  without  effecting  any  permanent 
injtirv,  ginnjr  good  ground  for  tlic  unatiinious  opinion  of  tne  council 
of  ofticeix  whicTi  a  little  later  unaiiiniously  atiinned  that  neither  Moul- 
trin  nor  Jtthnson  was  reducible  by  the  irouciudii  present  unlvstt  Mitjfported 
hy  tJie  oi'tmj. 

The  ixjsition  of  the  pntanglenicnt  was  well  defined  by  the  fnioys, 
which  weiT  almost  always  visible  from  the  advanced  monitors,  .stretc^h- 
ing  acn»sM  the  ontntnce.  Their  chanicter  wius  variously  reiK)rtod  by 
de.serters.  Some  de^^cribed  them  at*  >MM>rn  obstruction;  others  that  they 
were  of  rope,  Sulisciiaently  there  was  reason  to  think  that  lioth  were 
right,  ditferent  kinds  naving  Imhmi  used  at  ditfercnt  times.  The  pres- 
seneo  of  torp*>doe.s  was  also  i*eported,  and  we  had  had  some  exiwiience 
of  their  use  by  the  enemy  prior  to  the  period  in  question.  ()ne  bad 
exploded  on  the  side  of  Xha  Mfnf<tnl  auring  the  attack  by  Captain 
Worden  on  the  Na«hi*iUt\,  near  Fort  McAllister  (February  liS),  [18t!3], 
The  Wtvhnwk'eH.  touched  on  one  during  the  attack  of  April  t.  The 
J*nicnt<;  had  been  reac'lied  l>y  some  in  the  Stono  that  came  down  the 
river;  one  destroyed  her  launch,  another  exploded  near  the  ship;  two 
were  picked  np  l»v  the  boat^  of  a  moilar  schooner,  and  about  the  same 
time  a  boat  was  captured  with  a  platform  for  ten  torpedoes.  This 
was  in  August. 

(ienemi  (lillmore  also  contributed  to  my  stot^k  of  inl^'lligenco. 
Thus,  on  August  +.  by  a  telegram  (which  I  do  not  tind  in  the  list  that 
he  published)  is  the  following: 

AiiMiKAi,  Pahuirbn:  Mv  wont  has  jast  reportett  that  thp  line  of  floating  bnoyB 
reselling;  from  Sumtfr  to  %lnultrie  has  disappoared  sinrc  yes^nlay.  Tlicw  bunys 
are  Hiippowtl  to  havf  torjvoJoeH  Bttache*!  to  Uieiii.  He  alno  rciM)rtH  X\m\  a  larxe  whip 
near  the  nty  ilmnjieil  Iier  p4)Hition  once  or  twu'c  to-iljiy  an*!  [I'HtHened]  her  i-anvos. 
She  may  l>c  &h(}\\X,  to  try  the  blockade,  and  the  ohstatli-'fl  may  have  Ix-en  teniiutrarily 
renuKved  to  give  her  fiiir  t;|fre«s. 

Thw  disappearance  does  not  seem  to  have  been  reported  by  the 
pickets  of  the  .sfpmdron.  At  all  events.  Ensijjn  Porter,  who  was  .spe- 
cially employed  in  observation,  telegraphed  me  .some  days  after  that— 

Two  fiteamerfs  iiriii  three  Ri-hoonere  wert»  atarn'bin-  in  the  renter  of  the  channel, 
apparently  at  work  on  tiie  oljetnictions  or  else  Binkinjr  *^>ther8. 

Generally  such  iutelli^'ence  came  not  often  rn  a  recorded  form  as 
^iven  above,  but  still  it  18  a  fair  >!;ample  of  what  did  come  frequently 
and  irregularly  by  word. 

It  was  also  in  accord  with  the  impressions  of  other  naval  officers 
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who  had  .Mervwl  here.  When  Admiral  Du  Pont  moved  upon  Simiter 
in  April,  the  piogresfi  of  tlic  ironclads  was  barred  by  jast  such  imped- 
iments.    He  Hays  in  his  n'iKtrt  of  the  action: 

At  "J:  10  the  IIVi'/Miirim,  the  h'stHuiJ:  vt'*»el.  (litrnaliNl  nlvtmctionn  in  her  vidnity, 
and  wMdi  afti^r  Hpprc>ai'he<]  v<'ryrl«i«*e  to  Ihcin.  Not  living  able  to  pfl«*  the  olwtrnc- 
liui»>,  ihe  \yrckciwkctt.  iXiK\i'ULX*rm\v*i\\  ihv  Ptr«tmc,  Stihant,  iiini  ulht-ra  wert  obliged 
to  turn. 

The  tori)edues  that  wore  used  in  connection  with  the  ont4in^lcnicnt 
at  die  entmnoe  were  presumed  to  be  <»f  the  tloatin<j  kind,  nome  of 
wbifJi  had  \tvvn  picked  up  in  Slono  and  eUewhei-o.  lliey  were  held  a 
fathom  or  more  bemfith  t!ie  siurfm-e,  could  not  be  seen,  and  were 
almoflt  inipofwible  of  detection  even  when  nothing  interfered  with  the 
search.  Thouj^^h  liublc  to  l)e  swept  away  by  the  tide,  they  eould  yet 
be  replaeed  in  a  few  hours  with  great  facility,  even  durin^j  the  ni^nt. 
The  locality  of  these  obstncles  wa-s  alwaysclosely  wat<.-lied  In' the  renels 
to  prevent  one  dbturbinjf  them.* 

The  presumed  etlicuey  of  these  tor|}edoes  agrainst  the  flat  Ijottomw 
of  the  monitors  was  exemplified  afterwards  when  the  PaUift*nit  struek 
one  while  covering  an  attempt  to  remove  the  ol>^tructions.  The  mon- 
itor sauk  instantly  with  n)ore  than  half  her  crew.  This  torpedo  was 
one  of  several  that  had  l>een  i)la('ed  puri)osely,  tinder  the  boliof  timt 
some  move  was  contemplated  by  the  ironclads. 

Other  experience  haw  demonstrated  that  this  was  not  ati  exceptional 
case,  but  that  the  etTect  of  a  tor))edo  might  be  relied  on  to  a  certain 
cxt«*iit.  The  Navy  baa  sustained  many  losses  in  this  way,  among  them 
thf  folk>wing; 

t'tiint^  ironclad,  Yazoo  Uiver. 
fhKulh^  ironrlad,  Yazoo  Kiver. 
ILnmiton'tc^  screw  sloop,  otf  Charleston. 
Bm^y^  tug,  Koanoko  Itiver. 
Co'uintKhtrti  Jt/ttett,  steamer.  Jamew  Kivor. 
0^x,j//>,  steamer,  Ri)anoke  Kivi-r. 
Tirnuti^Jt^  monitor.  Mobile. 
Pahtp»cot  monitor,  Charleston. 
JJurvrM  J/iioii.  Hag  steamer,  Georgetown. 
]\fihrfniht\  monitor.  Mobile. 
fhtnfr,  monitor.  Mobile. 
RtHltdpfi^  stejimer.  Mobile. 
TInrInd  y,,.  .J,s'.  Mobile. 

B4iyond  the  entrance  were  pla^^ed  other  Imttx^ries  in  case  an  attacking 
force  should  succeed  in  passing  so  far.  My  infornnilion  of  the**e  was 
by  no  means  so  eomnk'te  as  that  in  regard  to  the  works  at  t  lie  entrance, 
some  of  them  being  nidden  from  view  by  intervening  objects  audothei-s 
too  distant  to  be  seen  as  tUstinctly  from  the  outer  roads  Jis  could  be 
wished. 

The  nearest  of  the  interior  works  wa-s  Fort  Johnson  and  its  depend- 
encies, of  which  GenemI  Gillraore  gives  the  following  insufccient 
description  (page  \K  section  II): 

Old  Fort  Johtwon,  on  .Tamee  Island,  was  rebuilt  and  armed  with  a  few  heavy  gum. 

**  It  was  afterwards  a£ccrtaine<]  that  a  party  of  men  were  constantly  employed  In 
lb©  fabrication  «»f  )<trpe<Jui-«  and  in  replacing;  Ihem.  Numiwra  were  also  kept  ready 
to  lay  down  wherever  the  v«»Hel^  were  oxptt'i<>.i.  Sixty  of  ihoni  wv-rc  found  when 
wc  entunnl  ul  different  jiarta  of  the  Hbure,  and  many  luid'  uu  doubt  btieu  destroyed. — 
Paulgbkn.  '  '  , 
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8^v<!r»1  Mniall  ImtU^riofl  wero  aIro  eHtablinlioil  on  tlio  kIu'JI  lirarit  niniiiiit;  in  a  Ktulli- 
easUsrly  iltreL'tinn  (mm  FortJohnsnti. 

As  Uir  old  work  wn.s  of  Itrick.  tlio  ordinftry  inferrnco  would  ho  tlint 
it  was  rrlmilt  rtf  I  lie  same  inHlrrial^  wliicli  w:is  oTUiinly  not  the  ciwo, 
for  the  m^w  works  were  of  earth  and  of  (he  most  appro\  ed  construe- 
tioii.  strrtchinjr  down  to  the  water's  edge,  as  si'pm  from  tlie  roads, and 
not  cvon  on  the  .-»ite  of  the  old  work.  A  Uw^o  honihproof  wa.s  also 
visihie.  It  was  reported  to  he  very  strong,  with  heavy  tniversef?.  The 
ai^eountt*  aj^roed  tmit  the  work  was  armed  heavily,  but  varied  as  to 
the  nunihcr  of  jruns.* 

The  narrow  sand  spit  nmnin<x  o"t  from  the.se  haU<>nes  showed  sev- 
eral small  batteries,  Ihtskell,  Sinikins.  etr..  the  Hrniaments  of  which 
were  variously  rejwrted. 

C>p|Kisite  Fort  Johnson  ami  phiirdv  in  sisrht  a  double  r(»w  of  piU\s  ran 
across  the  Middle  Ground,  anil  lusirlo  of  tliem  wan  Fort  Ripley,  placed 
near  the  edp:  of  the  rhaniii'1  wlierr  the  water  was  shoalest,  Some 
heavy  ^mns  (two)  were  luoiuited  on  it.  The  ehief  merit  of  this  work 
was  that  it  crossed  (ire  with  Johnson  aivd  ils  dependeneies. 

Tiie  shore  line  fr()m  Fort  Johnson  t(»wnrd  tho  city  Wius  not  iu  view 
from  the  roads,  heinj^  liidden  l>y  interveninjiT  t>!)jeets.  Our  knowledge 
of  the  batterie:*  located  there  was  therefore  Umitexl  to  the  intelligence 
received  by  deserters  atid  others. 

Battery  Glover,  opposite  AVhite  Point,  was  known  to  exi-st,  but 
aecountij  varied  so  nuich  as  to  the  batteries  which  might  lie  Iwtween 
Glover  and  Fort  Johnson  that  little  more  than  the  cxiatencc  of  novae 
works  there  eould  Ite  admitted. 

In  the  city  the  principal  Imtterv  wan  at  White  Point  whith.  like 
Ca-stle  Garden  at  New  \ork,  turmmalea  the  tongue  of  land  on  which 
tlie  city  stands. 

This  might  be  seen  from  an  a<lvatued  position  in  tho  roads,  but  tho 
distance  and  the  vapory  exhalations  that  often  besot  objects  near  the 
water  interfered  witn  any  degi\Hj  of  precision.  Itn  characterund  force, 
as  well  iLs  those  of  other  city  batteries,  were  only  to  be  gathered  from 
the  various  accounts  which  came  out  to  us. 

Castle  Pinekney,  on  the  line  of  the  Cooper  River,  was  only  of  impor- 
tance in  connection  with  the  other  Imtterics  in  tho  lmrlx>v. 

The  impressions  made  on  the  mind  of  a  British  oHieer  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ^remantIe)  as  he  viewed  the  harbor  from  Fort  Sumter  on  the 
I*tii  -lune,  one  month  prior  to  the  attack  on  Morrit*  Island,  are  thus 
briefly  given  in  his  work  published  early  in  1864: 

In  fHi't,  Iwjth  .MJflee  of  tlie  liarhor  for  (wveral  miluH  apjienr  to  hri!<tle  wilh  f<>rto 
mouutiiig  tieavy  f(im*i. 

The  interifpr  channels  were  reported  to  be  obstructed  in  nniny  places 
by  means  of  timlier  fnimeji  motujting  tornedoes,  or  by  other  contriv- 
ances (tho  rows  of  piles  were  visible),  ami  tin*  Hoating  torpedoes  were 
also  stated  to  tie  in  use,  lus  well  hh  some  large  boiler  torpedoes  sunk  on 
the  Iwttom. 

J  am  not  aware  that  the  account^i  thus  received  wore  ever  uiaterially 

•The  report  of  the  commanding  offieer  ghowR  that  heavy  pana  were  iiioiintetl  aa 
early  an  the  atta<'k  iu  April,  and  during  the  AfiHault  of  Simiter  opened  heavily,  an  I 
witneaecd. — DAHixinKN. 
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contradicted  b}*  subsequent  accounts,  or  that  from  subsequent  exami- 
nation there  was  reason  to  believe  them  exaggerated. 

In  addition  to  the  batteries,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions  were  throe 
ironclads,  which  could  render  substantial  assistance  under  many  con- 
tingencies of  general  action,  and  being  movable,  could  \to  placed  in 
any  position  where  their  cannon  would  be  useful,  amounting  in  all  to 
1^  pieces,  most  of  them  riHcd. 

Number  mul  coiHiUion  of  the  ironclad*. 

On  the  2?d  August  there  were  present  off  Charleston  the  Lxyrutid^is 
and  tive  monitors.  One  monitor  was  at  Wassaw,  blockading  the  rebel 
ram  Savaiinah,  and  another  monitor  (CatttkUl)  was  under  repair  at 
Port  Koyal,  the  top  of  her  pilot  house  having  Ijeen  fractured  on  the 
17th  August  by  a  shot  from  Wagner,  which  killed  Captain  George 
[W.]  llodgers  and  another  officer. 

All  of  these  monitors  had  been  under  steam  for  six  or  seven  months, 
and  their  bottoms  were  so  foul  with  incrustations  of  oysters,  grass, 
etc.,  as  to  reduce  their  speed  materially.  Even  in  April,  four  months 
previous,  their  oominancfcrs  stuted  that  they  were  *' scarcely  able  to  go 
more  than  4  knots,  and  some  of  them  not  even  that."  Conseouently, 
as  the  foulness  must  have  increiused  in  four  months,  it  is  fairly  to  be 
inferred  thatin  Augusttheir  mteof  going  had  been  further  diminished. 

The  experience  of  April  7  had  indicated  the  necessity  of  further 
precautions  against  shot,  such  as  increased  thickness  of  the  pilot  house, 
additions  at  the  base  of  the  turret,  to  guard  against  damages  that 
would  hinder  the  turning  of  the  turret,  etc.,  and  when  I  took  command 
the  work  had  eounuenced  on  three  monitors.  To  meet  the  urgent 
demands  of  General  Gillmore  for  that  assistance  whi<'h  he  now 
announces  he  could  have  dispensed  with,  I  jiut  a  stop  to  further  pi-o- 
ceedings,  and  three  of  the  monitors  went  into  action  with  incisions 
below  the  turret  improtccted  by  the  addition  that  was  to  cover  them. 

The  ironclads  haa  been  repeatedly  engag(*d  with  the  rebel  batteries 
(on  nineteen  occasions,  from  l()th  Juh'  to  23d  August),  and  were 
certainly  not  improved  by  the  l)atterings  they  received. 

One  of  the  five  monitors  present  had  but  the  use  of  one  gun.  the 
other  being  disabled  by  fractured  trunnions.  In  another  the  rifle, 
8-inch,  was  cracked  and  liable  to  be  entirely  <lisabled. 

The  total  number  of  guns  carried  by  all  the  ironclads  present  was 
26,  of  which  but  24  were  serviceable,  and  the  l)roadside  i>ower  or 
number  of  cannon  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  one  object  Avas  16, 
being  only  two-thirds  of  the  numl)er  that  was  in  action  on  the  7th 
April. 

Of  this  indispensable  condition  to  any  opinion.  General  Gillmore 
abstains  from  saying  a  word,  although  on  the  21st  August  1  had  inci- 
dentally apprised  him  of  the  number  present  and  the  partial  disability 
of  one. 

In  considering  the  propriety  of  atta<;king  land  batteries  with  vessels, 
the  trace  of  the  shore  and  the  positions  nmy  enter  largely  into  the 
question.  Isolated  or  unsupported  batteries  on  a  regular  l>oach,  with 
no  particular  intricacies  or  navigation,  where  vessels  a])})roach  and 
withdraw  at  pleasure,  may  always  be  engaged  without  nuuh  risk,  as 
the  vessels  can  retire  as  soon  as  they  sustain  much  injury.  But  to 
enter  a  harbor  with  a  contracted  entrance,  where  batteries  are  placed 
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in  siicocasion.  and  support  i-arh  other  iilon^  tho  whole  cxtont,  nncrOHS 
is  indispensable  to  safety. 

In  thiH  respect  few  hftrlmn*  poHf^.s8  bk  ^i*eAt  Hdrnnta|i;-e  &h  that  of 
CharloHtoM.  Vessels  intending;  to  onlor  must  steer  directly  for  Sulli- 
van's Island,  and  jirr  conseipifntly  (Mitiliidrd  by  its  tiHtterirs  from  the 
|Iiioment  they  come  within  runjje.  Tnder  this  tire  thej'  advance  quite 
■close  to  the  i'*land  and  then  turn  sharply  to  port  for  the  ptisna^e 
hetwccn  it  ai»d  Sinnter.  At.  the  very  focus  of  h re  from  all  the  con- 
tiguous Imtlprics  an'  the  cntiinylcnicnt-s  and  torpedoes  wliirli  are  to 
|embarrass  and  detain  the  veKsels  so  as  t^j  compel  them  to  dtj  hattle 
there,  or.  if  they  ]»asH,  tu  do  so  with  a  diminishe^l  and  injured  f(»ree. 
To  attempt  to  remove  them  under  such  n  tire  would  only  end  in 
failure. 

Whichever  ve.-«w*ls  HU<-cce<l  in  j^oinjr  on,  now  steer  to  port,  pivotinjf 
on  Sumter,  and  steer  directly  for  Kort  Johnson,  receiving.'  its  tire 
directly  ahcjul,  while  their  sterns  receive  thitt  uf  Sulliviurs  Island  and 
Mount  IMcasanl,  and  the  two  rilled  n:ims  afntut  llie  western  juij^le  of 
Sumter  (lower  (lusemato)  i>iMrn  abeam.  On  this  course  alsu  lie  tho 
heav}'  Iwiler  t^rpoiUw.s,  said  to  contjiin  two  or  three  tJioasand  jwundn 
of  powder. 

btill  advancing,'.  Fort  Johnson  and  it.s  dependent  W4)rks  are  soon 
engaged  at  close  range,  while  Kiple\'  opens  on  the  stiirboard  how  and 
the  works  we-*^tward  of  Johnson  tm  the  port  liow.  Ahead,  the  city 
batteries  will  soon  begin,  and  C'n.'^tle  PincKney. 

Approachinjj  the  city,  the  tire  of  Kiplev  and  Johnson  JH  left  astern. 
Glover  on  tlie  iwrt  Ih)W,  AVhite  Point  and  the  city  batteries  ahead,  and 
Pinekney  on  the  ri^ifht-hand.  Ashley  IJiver  is  n(»t  to  be  entered, 
because  of  the  hi'avy  timtK>r  frames  across  it.  mnuntinjj^  torpedoes; 
and  the  irt»nclads  havt?  to  turn  up  the  (^oo|>er  River  if  they  care  to^oi 
bevond  the  lire  tlint  hiis  inirsued  their  entire  course. 

The  rebel  ironclad-s  have  probably  renniined  near  the  city  and  may 
recede  l>efore  ua  into  the  Wando,  usinj?  their  guns  a«  the  opportunity 
offers. 

The  whole  of  this  operation  has  tc»  l>c  executed  along  a  winding 
channel,  lined  on  each  side  by  shoals,  which  tire  easy  enough  to  be. 
avoidetl  when  marked  by  buoys,  a-ssisted  by  a  free,  open  vision,  witli 
the  use  of  liuidnnifks  und  the  compass.  But  under  the  circumstances 
now  considered  tbt!llu<^vs  have  l>eeu  remove<l.  <'ompasses  are  not  avail- 
able in  the  inun-lads,  the  leadsman  can  not  give  the  soundings,  nnd 
the  landmarks  are  only  briefly  and  |>artirtlly  visible  through  the  narrow 
slits  in  thciiilot  houses. 

These  diliiculties  were  more  or  less  exix^rii-nrcd  i>ji  the  7tJi  April, 
even  in  the  con iitr rati vely  open  navigation  outsirle  the  entrance. 

The  gallant  and  lamented  (*aptain  Drayton  reports: 

Yoii  lAdiiiiral  Ihi  Poiif}  prolvahly  obwervi-d,  in  the  /ruimtlrj;  Iheji^reHt  diflirnlty  o( 
maiiH^injz  thesis  vejs<els  and  keeping  them  t-Iear  uf  eaL-ti  i»tb«'r  and  tlie  bottom,  with 
the  liiiiitt^l  txtwiTof  \  L><i<>ii  nhicti  the  holed  in  the  pilot  bdiiine  affont;  nnd  when 
to  tliin  i»  «dd<^I  thf  hinokf,  I  "-ousidtT  it  n  jjiw^)  of  (rrvut  jtwhI  luck  that  none  uf  ua 
got  aehore  or  reoeivt**!  injury  from  <'*)lli8ion. 

C-aptain  Worden,  well  known  for  his  combat  with  the  rebel  ram 
M'-rriiiuuk,  who  commanded  the  monitor  [Mnvfnnk\  in  the  attack  of 
April  7,  says: 

I  dwire  to  SUV  that  I  exiwricnctrtl  i5erio(i»  emburratfMinent.  in  niunaffing  my  vprwel 
in  the  narrow  and   nncertiuii  channel,  with  the   limited    means  ot    oVy«4ct>4^v^Tt. 
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afforded  from  the  pilot  house,  under  the  rapid  and  concentrated  fire  from  the  forts, 
the  vessels  of  the  fleet  close  around  me,  and  neither  compass  nor  buoys  to  guide  me. 

Captain  Airnnen,  who  commanded  the  monitor  Patapnco^  says: 

I  think  a  want  of  vision  one  of  the  most  serious  defects  of  this  claa),  etc. 

It  was  into  this  emba\'cd  position,  defended  by  successive  battei'ies 
of  heavy  cannon,  supporting  each  other  so  that  no  one  could  be 
attacked  ))v  vessels  without  receiving  fire  from  others,  and  covering 
all  available  anchorage  by  the  play  of  several  of  them,  that  Greneral 
Gillmore  now  avers  that  lie  would  have  precipitated  the  small  force  of 
ironclads,  some  of  which  would  be  in  danger  of  detention  from  the 
main  body  by  the  obstructions  or  torijedods,  and  all  more  or  less  liable 
to  ground  on  some  of  the  shoals  that  line  the  channel. 

Plain  common  sense  obviouHly  enjoined  that  to  obtain  an}*  result 
the  forc43  which  entered  should  be  large  enough  to  suffer  probable 
diminution  from  these  causes  and  remain  strong  enough  to  engage 
the  batteries  with  a  fair  chance  of  success. 

1  have  already  assumed  that  this  would  only  be  attained  by  silencing 
permanently  the  enemy's  })atteries,  or  b}-  passing  them  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  receiving  from  outside  whatever  fuel  and  ammunition  would 
be  required  by  the  daily  consumption. 

First  Was  there  any  probability,  from  past  experience,  that  the 
six  ironclads  could  have  so  disabled  any  one  of  the  earthworks  in  the 
harbor  as  to  silence  it  permanently? 

Certainly  no  naval  officer  cognizant  of  such  matters  would  reply 
affirmatively,  and  a  glance  at  tlie  practice  here  will  put  all  doubt  at 
rest. 

Thus,  Fort  Wagner  was  a  sand  work  of  no  great  extent,  and  con- 
structed in  the  same  fashion  as  the  other  ea,rtliworks  about  Charleston. 
In  a  naval  point  of  view  it  was  isolated  and  unsupported  by  any  fire 
that  was  important  to  an  ironclad.  At  the  utmost,  but  four  of  its 
guns  bore  on  the  water,  and  two  of  these  were  severe  on  plating.  It 
was  ap»roa(5hal)lc  at  pleasure  and  could  be  left  with  equal  facility. 

On  tne  loth  .luly  four  monitors  pounded  it  all  day,  continued  the 
same  next  day,  and  on  the  ISth  th(».  Trnnshhs  and  live-  monitors  bat- 
tered it  seemingly  out  of  shape,  while  41  pieces  were  at  work  from 
the  land,  some  ol  which  were  light  calil>er.  Immediately  followed  a 
persistent  assaidt  in  force  by  our  troops,  which  the  enemy  repulsed 
with  loss. 

Wy  the  23d  August,  a  period  of  forty-four  days,  the  ironclads  and 
gunlx)ats  had  (cannonaded  this  work  on  twenty -Ave  occasions,  besides 
what  was  done  by  the  land  batteries,  and  yet  it  still  stood  defiant. 

Fort  Wagner  was  fiimlly  abandoned  on  the  night  of  the  tlth  Septem- 
ber, because  the  sap  had  been  run  into  its  ditch  and  assault  could  not 
have  failed. 

In  addition  to  the  battering  already  described  from  land  and  ship 
batteries  was  the  following,  as  stjitetl  officially: 

Colonel  [John  W^. J  Turner  reports  to  General  (Tillniore  that  on  the 
5th  September  Wagner  was  opened  on  from  the  land  batteries  with  1 
10-inch  (SOO-pounder)  rifle,  4r  S-inch  {:^oo-pounder)  rifles,  i»  100-poundcr 
rifles,  10  30-pounder  rifles,  10  X-inch  mortars,  etc.  This  lire  was  sus- 
tained all  of  that  day  and  on  the  6th. 

On  the  5th  the  ironclads  opened,  and  on  the  <;ih  kept  up  a  steady 
firo  from  the  Ir'tu-s/ih-.^  and  monitors,  with  r»  Winch.  I L  Xl-inch, 
and  3  S-iuch  (150-i)ouuder)  rifles,  or  2iO  heavy  cannon  in  broadside. 
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Thest  tinal  DiR^itttittiiH  at^iu^t  Kort  \Vai<ntT  wt-rc  lu-lively  irmitfnimtxNl  at  the  bresk 
of  (lay  oil  the  inurniii);  uf  St  ]>teiiilx'r  5.  For  forly-Iwo  <on?i'r\ilivi'  hours  the  H|>e<'- 
ta<;le  pn^j^iritwi  wuh  of  piirpat'fiiijj?  puhlimity  and'grandf^ur.  Seventet-n  eie(»()  anil 
Cot'hnrn  iiiortarp  nmvib'iiiiiiy  *lnii)niii  their  f'hi'lls  intn  tin*  work  (twr  ihc  hc^iulH  of 
our  BapiK»r>'  an<i  the  cuani.-*  of  the  auvynre*!  trenrhee.  Tliirte^'n  of  our  Iieavy  l'am»tl 
ritlei*  1 10(1,  201),  aiid  ;^(K»  poufi'ltTp)  poiimloi]  uwHV  at  short  thoiiirh  regular  intervulo 
at  the  atmlhweMtuiiKh'of  ihe  ljiimhpr<K>f,  whileihiriuu  (lie daytime  Ihu  Neiv  IrouiniUn, 
with  rtMTiarkahle  rii^ilarity  and  prcH;ii*iun,  ku[it  aiialmfwt  iijit.*saaiit  etreom  of  XI- 
ineh  nhellH  frnin  Iier  S-jftin  [hicJ  hrr>H(lHklu. 

The  monitor  tiro  dot's  not  hi'oih  to  tho  general  to  bu  worth  inoiition. 

It  iiiijjht  rousoniihly  l»*^  sMi>|K)M(<d  thiit  «iiL'h  n  storm  of  tire  would 
have  leveled  thr  work,  ilet^troyetd  it.s  gurirt,  and  rendered  it  nnteimlde 
by  a  liviiij^  soul. 

Its  uettml  eotiditioii,  however,  is  thus  stuttHl  hy  ("oloiiel  '['urner 
(piij^^e  14**.): 

NotwitliHtuiKlinj;  th<'  heavy  fire  of  this  hombarflmpnl,  together  with  all  the  tire 
Fort  Wji^icr  hji*l  Im-ch  Niihjeel*'i1  to  niriee  the  eonimeueemeiit  <if  'iiir  attaek  from 
laud  anil  naval  liattfrie?',  iT»  deffiines  were  not  iiialeHally  injuntl.  tdir  lire  of  rifle 
ahelL"  on  the  5th  uiitl  (ttli  inntant  at  the  Ijomprouf  did  little  or  no  damage. 

(retieral  S'viiiour.  who  lod  the  two  aftsuultu  of  the  11th  iiud  18th 
July,  .says  that — 

Tlip  e^ei't  ef  the  tiring  at^hore  am  well  a»  alloat  woh  ]iraeti<-ally  nothing  in  disturb' 
inj;  the  defeiwive  caiKifitiiH  of  Wuifuer.     The  aynuuotry  of  the  work  wiia  nouiewhat 

diMirn4,iiL,'i-<l,  uolhinu  utnre. 

Nor  did  the  arnmmont  of  the  work  appear  to  he  pennanoiitly 
injured  more  than  its  rjnni>arts  and  triivernes:  in  jfencral,  iti*  gunn 
were  ready  to  reeoinmetice  as  .s(M»n  as  the  ve.smd.-s  were. 

General  Gillintrre  is  also  pleased  to  observe  that— 

It  refleets  nodiifcredit  ou  our  Nav}*  to  i^av  that  Fort  W^ier,  with  ita  garrison, 
covere<l  a-*  it  waa  liy  a  f*eiurc  lupinhproof  arnf  with  fariUtiet^  I<ir  kt^pin^  it**  t'Ujiidie.') 
of  men,  uminunitiMn,  anil  ^\m»  unimpaired,  e^uM  never  liavi'  hei/ii  rt-dun-il  hy  a 
naval  fon-e  i:>r  any  olhiT  means  than  tno»e  adopte<l,  vi/.,  by  sapping  up  lo  the  diti:h 
of  the  work  and  thenaa^ulttng  nr  threatening  an  a^aault  from  the  advanced  trenchee. 

From  the  best  intellijrenee  that  reached  us  there  wms  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  interior  works  presented  similar  eonstnution,  at 
least  t*>  naval  attack,  and  were  of  j^reater  extent  in  that  respret  than 
Wajijner,  and  that  their  armamoiits  wen-  more  numerous  in  heaw 
(■alii>ers,  whieli  whs  also  fairly  to  be  inferred,  for  if  we  fcuiiid  this 
mere  outp<»st  so  well  prepared  to  re-sist  of  itself  our  utmost  elfort-s 
when  comparativelv  surpns4'd  at  the  tirst  attaek,  would  not  the  six 
weeks  that  elapsed  between  that  event  and  the  tanaotnide  of  Sumter 
Im  turned  to  aeeotint  in  improving  and  .strengthening  the  inner 
defenses?*  To  coneUide  otherwise  wa#  to  suppose  a  degree  of  imbe- 
cility which  had  no  warrant  in  the  energy  and  eompletcoei*.s  of  the 
rebel  defense  of  A\'agner. 

Assiuning,  then,  lis  tliero  was  every  propriety  in  doing,  that  the 
jrineipal  works  within  wero  more  formidable  to  naval  attaek  than 
Yagner,  and  no  one  of  them  le.ss  .m)  except  Kipley  and  I'inckney,  also 
tliat  they  sujiported  each  other,  it  was  evident  from  the  experience 
against  Wagner  that  tliere  was  not  tlie  remotest  proifalMlity  of  silencing 
pennanently  any  one  of  the  land  batteries  of  the  barl»or  by  means  of  the 
ironclads'  fire  aloue,  for  it  is  out  of  tlie  questiou  tliat  the  army  would 
then  be  able  to  give  any  support,  either  by  ita  CAnnon  or  its  bayonets. 

*lluder  <lQtv  of  LMst  Augiwt,  the  rebel  general.  Uipley,  reports  "out  ^QitVavA,^t«i\t- 
araliou  on  the  interior  lineu  have  tfteadily  progresBttQ."— Dxwvmwus. 
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If.  then,  this  squad  of  six  vcsseU,  whioh  (icneml  Gillmore  prefers 
to  call  a  fleet,  could  not  dinable  or  Hilencc  permunontl_v  nuy  of  liiese 
batteritv,  it  must  oither  pass  liovoiiJ  their  nrc  or  withdniw  from  the 
harbor,  and  tliose,  under  the  cinuinstanees,  were,  the  n'ul  conditions. 

To  ^o  alxivo  and  out  of  the  roaeh  of  the  oneniy'-'^jiuns  requinnl  that 
the  vessels  should  a?scerid  the  Cooper  Hiver,  oroven  into  it^t  trihutarv. 
the  Wando,  where  it  innst  U^^  admitted  that  if  they  were  entirely  out 
of  reach  of  the  hostile  batteries  they  were  e(pnillv  so  of  supplier,  of 
fuel,  and  ammunition,  just  when  a  steady  replenishiuent  of  l>oth  watt 
inditfpensftfde  to  them. 

To  do  this  mi^^ht  have  been  to  saerifiee  the  ii*onclads;  and  as  it  was 
rlear  that  no  ^ood  effect  could  liave  been  produced  on  the  eartiiworlts, 
the  result  of  the  trial  so  clearly  to  be  untieipated  must  have  endi'd  in 
the  withdrawal  of  the  vesAela  that  could  be  extricated  from  the  ±iit- 
uation. 

In  this  connection  may  here  be  introduced  (he  opinions  of  naval  oflB- 
cers  upon  the  question  gcuerully  of  entering  the  harbor  in  order  to 
attack  its  defenses: 

In  April,  1S(>3,  Rear-Admiml  Du  Pont  rejiorted  that  he  ''^crossed 
the  bar  with  the  /w/<*/>/fj*,  seven  monitors,  and  the  ironclad  Kt'tthuk. 
"  intending  to  pn>ceed  the  same  day  to  the  attack  of  Fort  Sumter,  and 
thence  to  the  city  of  Charlest^in."  It  was  the  next  day  In'fore  the 
desi<;n  could  Ix^  prosecuted.  On  appnmching  the  entmnce,  indications 
of  obstructions  were  uumi^takable,  signaled  from  the  lejuling  vessel, 
the   \Vf*>hmcken, 

The  adminil  says: 

Nut  being  able  to  pass  the  obstractions,  the  HVt/wititCTt,  and  «ucce««ively  the  i\i*- 
MiV.  Snhmit,  an<l  otiM^rH,  were  ((blI(^^l  to  turn. 

Commodore  Itodgers,  so  ju.stly  distinguished  ufterwanLs  for  his  cap- 
ture of  fhe  i*ebel  mm  Atlanta^  reports: 

Wf  appnttifhefl  vurv  rlose  tn  llic  f4wtriietton»  extendinj;  fnim  Fnrt  Sumter  tit  Fort 
Moultrie.  •  *  *  '^I^u  apiH'ArHiiCf  was  so  fontiitlable  that  nyion  (iL-lil»'rnIf  jiiiIk- 
niejit  I  thought  it  right  not  to  ciilanf|:lt>  ihu  vessel  in  obstructions  wtiieli  1  diti  not 
think  we  could  have  [MtBeeil  tItrou>;h,  and  In  which  we  bIiouIU  Imve  Ijeen  ivught. 

Captain  Worden  states: 

Sitiiif  minutes  later,  the  ^cxA  tide  havine  made,  anil  ftottinc  the  vessel  closetowime 
f<rrintda)>le  looking  ulwtrurtioiiH  I  whi<-li  I  dt.'eriu^l  it  liiifiily  important  to  avoid), 
•    •    *    ns  Mviii  a.N  I  could  >;et  my  vtitn- 
lu  do  in  nvoulintr  the  other  vewvlt^. 


under  i.xjntrol.  u  liicli  it  wa^  ipnte  iliflicult 


Captain  Ammeii,  a  very  experienced  otlieer.  then  comiininding  the 
Paliipitco^  says: 

At  that  time  or  l>eforej  I  diwovere*!  pcveml  rows  of  bunys  almve  lis.  *  •  * 
I'lnilejivorinK  tu  turn,  a  hIhu'k  lenRili  cluirt  of  the  .\ftniUini:,  w*'  found  the  heajlwoy  of 
the  v«wc'l  cease,  luui  that  Hlie  un  loiiifi*r  olH*yt»d  Itie  lM'!m-     Hai-kiim,  we  iri>!  oW. 

In  view  of  all  the  cireumstanees  as  observed  by  himself  atid  reported 
by  hisotlirers.  Admiral  Du  Pont  arrived  at  the  opinion  (April  8)  **that 
Ciiarleston  can  not  l»c  taken  by  a  purely  naval  attack,  and  the  army 
could  give  /u'm  no  cooperation  Had  I  succeeded  in  entermg  the  har- 
bor, 1  should  have  had  l.iitMt  men  and  H2  guns,"  etc, 

Subse<iuently,  in  a  more  detailed  rep<»rt,  he  says: 

Any  Htteuipt  tf»  ]wiv  thniUffh  the  ritiptnu'tioriH  1  have  refem**]  lo  would  have 
entaiiielcii  the  vewels  and  held  them  under  the  niuat  severe  fiat  of  heavy  ordnance 
tttat  \im  ever  been  ddiverctl,  and  while  it  is  barely  iioflsihte  that  «ome  vceoels  might 
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'  haxe  Utnvii  llicir  way  Ihmuiih,  it  wriiiM  only  huvo  bwin  to  be  again  ini]X^letl  by 
f roll  ami  iimre  fonuulable  nlistnictionst  ami  to  ent*ounter  other  powerful  luttt^riea 
wilh  which  the  whnle  harlx.rat  Charlowtrin  htw  b*y-n  lined. 

1  liail  Ii>)|)h1  that  t)u>  fiitluraiii-onf  thiMi-<>ni.-la<I?4  would  havoonabliil  t.liein  l>.)  have 
l»oniu  aiiy  m-iffht  vi  tiro  to  which  they  lainht  havo  l*on  i-xpost'd,  but  when  I  found 
that  to  large  a  (mrtion  of  tlu-ni  were  wholly  or  out-half  diKabIt»«!  by  lem  than  an 
hoiir'a  enf!Ugeinenl,  before  attempting  to  remove  the  olirlriiftinns  or  touting  the 
priwer  of  the  tt^rpedoes,  I  was  eonvintn^d  ttiat  in-rsislenci' in  the  allack  would  only 
reputt  in  the  Iopm  of  the  ^iraler  portion  of  the  ironclinl  licet,  and  in  leaving  many  of 
them  inside  the  harbor  to  fall  into  the  haiida  ttf  the  enemy. 

The  alownei^s  of  our  tire  and  our  inability  to  (M.tnipy  any  Iwtterv  that  w«  migfU 
aiUucf-,*  or  to  prevent  hs  being  restoi-ed  luider  eover  of  night,  were  ilitHcultieH  of  tlie 
gi-ave«t  fharaeter,  ttinl  until  the  ohUt  /ortg  thouki  have  l/ren  faivn,  th«  anny  wtnld  not 
enter  the  harbor  or  affonl  any  a«teiiftanee. 

Six  of  the  monitors'  euptuiiKs  also  addressed  a  ooinniuiiii-atton  to  the 
Department  on  tho  subject  of  the  iittAok,  in  w!iich  fhey  state: 

And  even  Kup(Hwing  llii:4  point  (laHned  (Kuinterand  the  olwtructionHlj  theru  Atill 
reniahied  to  go  over  more  than  3  milea  of  water  Iivfoiv  reaebing  the  eiiy,  i»art  of 
which  we  could  see  was  *>beitruetwl  bv  pileii,  and  all  of  which  offered  tl'ie  utmost 
eonvcnience  for  torpe4U>et4,  cubleK,  an<)  every  other  tnown  nieaiia  of  stopping  an 
a«Ivancing  naval  force,  to  say  nothing  of  the  gun«. 

The  rernaininfT  nmnit<jr'H  eonkntandei%  Ca])tain  Worden,  had  already 
written  thus: 

After  tctiting  the  M'eight  of  the.  eneniy'n  lire,  ami  olttH-rving  the  obHtnieliona,  I  am 
led  to  believe  thai  Charletiton  vaxx  not  l>e  taken  >»y  the  naval  forre  now  preitent. 

Tbest*  were  the  opinions  which  \v<M'e  then  entertained  by  the  bewt 
naval  authorities.  Between  that  date  and  theti^itJ  Aujju.st^  Sumter  had 
been  battered  into  another  shape,  so  tiiat  it  could  not  exert  as  severe 
a  tire  on  the  iromladis*  which  galled  thtin  on  the  Tth  April,  but  it  was 
stitl  *'oinpetent  to  shelter  a  garrison  that  could  prot^'ct  tbe  obstructions 
from  retiioval  hy  boats  or  steam  tugs  ntid  cover  the  parties  sent  by 
ni^dvt  to  renew  whatever  had  been  carried  avvav  by  the  tide  or  cut  by 
our  .scouts.  The  Sullivan's  Island  Imtteries  hud  in  all  ]irLi[)aljility  l»eon 
strenofthened  and  [lad  received  a  portion  of  the  )>^uns  fr4)ni  Sumter, 
whicli  it  iM  but  reasonable  to  suppose  had  also  been  done  with  the 
interior  works;  indeed,  this  is  confirmed  by  f^ubsequent  information. 
General  Hiplcy,  in  a  report  dated  August  *J1,  says: 

The  repr.rl  ^iven  above  contains  the  principal  artive  operations  of  the  defence  and 
nttaek  up  to  the  evening  of  the  20th.  During  the  time  included  in  it  our  workn  of 
pre|)anttion  on  the  interior  linen  have  ateadilv  jirogre^ed.  The  battericH  and  shelter 
on  SullivanV  iHtaml  have  ailvani-ed  toeoiupfetion,  and  the  heavv  guni<  and  niurtara 
wliirh  have  Iweu  receivwl  and  securwl  froui  Kort  Suiuler  have  (leen  phu-e*l  in  |)ogL> 
tion,  etc. 

]m|K)rtjint  change  had  also  <MrurrcMl  in  the  capacity  of  the  attiick, 
the  ironclad  force  having  been  reduced  by  two  monitors  and  the  plated 
JCevkuJr,  while  two  of  the  remaining  moidtorH  were  each  ilisabled  in  a 

The  relative  power  of  attack  was  therefore  not  improved  certainly. 

<_)n  the  *i2d  of  Octol>er,  however,  it  was  in  a  mucn  more  fuvortible 
comlition.  The  batteriesof  Wagnerand  (,'ummings  t*oint  were  ready 
to  contribute  that  "  heavy  artillery  tire  "  which  (ieneral  (lilhuitre  had 
promised  b)  cover  the  oi>eration  of  entering.  Some  of  the  numitor.s 
had  received  partial  repair;  there  was  one  more  present.  On  the  other 
hand,  It  is  presumable  that  the  defense  had  not  U'en  idle  and  had 

^Admiral  Du  Punt  liad  not  the  puhw^pient  ex[¥.Tience,  and  only  aNminod  that  he 
could  not  occupy,  even  if  he  were  able  to  aiicucc.— DAmxiasN. 
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iniprovt'd  i\w  interior   wf>rks.     Still,  on  tin?  whole,  the  attack  had 
gained  in  the  lelativo  condition. 

At  this  (Into .a  council  of  officers  wa>t  convened  by  order  of  the  Navy 
Department,  when  the  wliole  .subject  of  iitlark  wasdi.scus-sed  with  per- 
fect freedom.     Ten  conintrtndinj^ofHcer.s  wpiv  prest>nt,of  thi*  /r*m/nti^'H^m 
the  Hcven  uumiturs.  the  captjiin  of  tlie  tloet,  and  Captitin  Anuiien,  of-* 
my  .stall,  wlio  had  much  i'X]K'ricnce  in  monitors,  aDQ  couiuanded  the 
PtitiijiHi't*  on  tht^  7th  AjjnI. 

This  council  tii-st decided  that  thei-o  "would  ho  extreme  risk  incurred 
TTithout  adequate  results  hy  entering  the  harbor  of  Charleston  with 
the  «even  monitors,  the  object  beinpf  to  penetrate  to  Charleston." 

"  Whether  tlie  Irtmi<i<ltn  Nuould  g(i  in  with  the  monitorei/'  the  vote 
was  divided  thuy:  Ayes,  4;  nays,  4;  doubtful.  :;. 

*'  If  the  pi-csent  force  be  insufficient  to  enter  the  harlx>r,  would  it 
be  advisable  to  cooperate  with  the  uniiv  in  an  attack  on  SullivanV 
Island  ("     Aye.s,  11;  nays,  1. 

"Can  Forts  Moultrie  and  John.son  be  reduced  by  the  pre.sent  foreo 
of  ironclads,  unsupported  by  the  aniiy  <"     Cnanimously,  no. 

About  foui-  months  later  (February  8,  1804)  Commodore  liodgers 
replied  to  iin  en(piiry  by  a  rommittee  of  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Orilinarily  nnd  popularly,  to  take  a  jilutre  iiivanB  tu  tuke  its  (lefeiujetn.  OeuCnil 
Giiliiiore  wad  furty-oigbl  uuvh  on  Morris  Islflrni,  ai-liiit;  agHintt.  Fort  Wajuner,  with 
some  lO.i'Ot)  i,r  12.00!)  iiii*n  Ujiaiiint  a  >tsmB«>a  of  ubmu  I.filK),  more  or  Utw,  a«»i8te<i  by 
tlio  inonilop:*  uml  hy  urtilliTV,  wliirh  I'xcititl  tJiu  \V(iti(ier  of  Kiin>i»e.  After  forly- 
eiKlit  ^\'A\»  lie  t<>uk  llm  place,  not  dy  liiii  artillery  nor  ljy  inonitor>,  hut  by  iiiuking^^J 
military  ap[irua^'bce  an<.l  tlireatt'itiu);  to  rut  off  th^ir  uieans  of  ct^oapo  and  take  thft^^H 
pluet;  hvas^ttanU.  An<l  \vheii  in:!  tuok  it,  it  \^Ha  not  t>o  greatly  dauia^txl  as  to  tx.*  iiiil^n^^^B 
able.  Kow,  if  (Jeneml  (iillnmn',  on  tlio  pame  ictland,  iiwi-xt^xl  by  bis  artillery  and  the 
whole  force,  of  the  inotiiton,  in  forty-eiu'ht  tiays  could  not  i:»plure  Fori  Wa^nor  alont> 
by  them,  it  is  |K»rfL'<!tlv  certain  that  the  iiiuiiitors  alone  never  ran  lake  the  much 
etroticer deft-iiM'M  which  line  JaineH  l^'lund  aiul  KuUivaii's  luland.  Iii^'oinu  no  to 
Cliurieiiton,  tberofoi-e,  he  >r..uld  have  to  run  bv  the  <lefen!!H'i<  and  luavt,'  the  hftrixir, 
BO  far  11.'*  they  eoiistilute  the  loniniand  of  it,  in  iho  pownr  of  (he  eiiontv,  luid  when  he 
got  up  to  the  L'ity  ho  could  nut  t-pare  n  nincle  man  fnun  hi-  uionitorH.  even  if  they 
dhould  <-oma,>nt  to  receive  him.  And  if  tie  bnnu-d  the  (own  he  would  lium  it  over 
tiie  headn  of  nonrtniibataut  woiutru  and  childrfn,  while  the  men  who  defend  it  are 
awav  in  the  forte.  I  should  be  nductunl  tu  burnn  hou.-H>  over  a  wonioii'Hand  child't) 
hrftd  lK>ranK>  her  bufilianit  defied  me.  Dahl^'U,  if  he  bums  ('hnrle>ton,  will  he 
ealh''l  a  wtvai^e  by  all  FJintp*.-,  and  after  the  beat  of  condjal  in  over  be  will  Iw  called 
a  fava^'C  by  <'ur  own  ]>eoplc.  liut  there  are  ohstructionM  in  the  way  which  n-nder  it 
diHilttfuI  whether  heuui  jrel  there.  And  if  he  jpter*  uii  under  llief^'unHt>f  thfiee  fort  1(1- 
vatioiif,  elJi'kH  u^Hiji  the  oWtruction.*',  and  \h  tirially  uriveu  off  hy  any  caune.  leaxiny 
one  or  two  of  bin  loontton)  there  within  their  powir,  they  w^ill  k*'I  them  off,  repair 
them,  and  wnd  them  out  to  wfint  part  of  (he  coujit  thev  pleaw,  and  k'\«  a  n«'w  ehar- 
acter  to  the  war.  The  wot^Ien  hlocfcado  will  !«•  mainly  at  an  i-U'l,  unlimiteil  cotton 
going  out  and  unltinite<l  KiippHea  comini;  in.  I  r^o  iiu  pjml  to  rom[N'nsiU4!  for  that 
rij5k,  except  it  l>e  in  natih'fyin^  the  niilionul  mind  that  retributive  justice  ba.H  I.H-en 
done  «itBin.<t  the  city  of  l.'harle.<ton,  tlif  imrsory  of  llie  rebellion.  Iff  inij-lit  poHsibly 
po  lip  (here  and  buni  the  t4iwn,  in  which  there  arw no  cond^tant»,  and  a  jilace  which, 
in  u  jiurely  military  ihiIhi  of  view,  a-n  far  a-t  1  know,  imik'-i*h.>*j^  no  value.  To  di>  that, 
lie  n^tkri  lt>^ine  vi.^»ielt4  U|H>n  the  rdiHtmi-tions,  and  it  they  Mbnuld  Ik>  to  lo^t,  and  fall 
iiito  the  enemy's  liaiidt^,  a  new  phthBC  will  be  given  to  the  war.  lu  a  wonl,  I  do  not 
think  the  gimie  m  worth  the  candle.  Whether  theec  reasoau  njiemte  wiUi  hiui  I  do 
Dulknow;  ttiey  wrmid  M*ith  me. 

Another  considrrulitm  i-ntered  larjr»dy  inU>  th(*  i|Ur.sfion  nf  enterinfr 
the  harlh>r — the  condition  and  prospects  <jf  our  latul  forces  actiii>f  ou 
Morri.s  l>litnd. 

What  the.se  were  I  cf>uld  only  infer  from  sueh  ftu^ts  n«  n^ached  me 
by  oljservation  *»r  othi'rwi«e.  I  had  witne-ssed  (he  failure  of  two 
MtauUs,  the  sjlow  projjivsri  of  thr  approaches,  received  and  mot  repcatodg 
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and  urgent  flcmnnds  from  (iomTii!  (riUnioiv  for  tho  tiro  of  thr  vp-**h(>Ih 
to  cover  and  ovi'ii  protect  his  pnsitionjs,  luid  heard  the  current  rumors 
of  sicknesH  in  the  nunp.  :ind  wus  informed  hy  (ienei-ui  (rilliiiort'  that 
he  had  **  lost  33  |>er  rent  in  killed,  wounded.  niis;*ing:,  and  fiick"  of  the 
force  he  be^n  with. 
Genera)  Gilhnore  had  also  written  mo  ou  the  22d  July: 

1  feel,  UP  iloubtletw  you  tlu.  that  thun»tiBh  cnoi«*niti(»ii  IjetWTcn  tlie  Rnny  aiid  navy 
iii  desirable,  and  that  neither  bruii<-h  ^^i  the  service  tun  »t  the  pR-tfent  moment 
advance  alone.     Kach  hat^  already  faile<l  once  iu  the  attempt  t^i  ilu  »*>. 

Ap|>earance.s  did  not  lead  me,  therefore,  to  ex]>ect  that  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army  could  proceed  without  the  coopemtion  of  the  navy, 
ifven  in  redui-inj.'  Waj^nei-.  ininh  Irss  in  advancing  fn»in  tin*  l(Hlj:nierit 
there,  and  1  was  without  any  poMtiN  e  infoniiation  from  General  (iill- 
more  further  than  what  concerned  the  measures  required  to  insure  the 
po88C»i.sion  of  Morris  Ishuid. 

In  keeping  with  this  state  of  affairs  were  the  viewn  of  the  Depart- 
ment, so  far  as  they  positively  indicated  the  object  in  view,  through 
the  onlerof  June  fl. 

Under  tlic>e  <ircnmstanees.  to  send  the  ironcladi^  into  the  harljor 
would  have  been  t'i[uivali'nt  todeprivinjjf  the  army  of  a  useful  mixiliary 
and  placing  the  vessels  where  they  could  not  assist  the  army  nor  the 
army  assist  them.  It  wa^  a  division  of  force,  aluiost  tantamoutit  to  a 
dispersion. 

From  what  is  now  disclosed  by  the  report  of  Genend  (^rillmore,  it 
would  apoL'ar  that  my  judgment  in  tJiis  respect  was  not  wide  of  the 
mark.  On  the  ll'th  August  he  says,  in  this  dociutienl.  that  (sec.  1X5) 
*'it  was  aquestioM  of  grave  doubt  whether  we  could  push  forward  our 
trenches  much  farther,  with  the  advantage:!  to  nif  appeanuices  no 
entirely  on  the  side  of  (he  I'ncmy.'' 

(^n  the  smne  day  he  wrote  tJeneral  Hallcck: 

The  army  ht-rt%  ho  lon^  iu<  il  r\;miiins  >(ru:atly  inferior  in  numlient  to  that  uf  the 
enemy,  miiet  remain  defenKively  <>n  tliew  inra  iMlumle. 

On  the  27th  August  he  says: 

The  (lurk  unil  fjloomy  flay>4  of  ilie  mvfK  were  now  upon  oh.  Our  itaily  loasiiH, 
thun>{h  not  heavy,  were  on  ttie  iD(-reti!«e.  A  feeling  of  deap^iudeucy  Ixi^n  to  f^en'ade 
the  rank  and  tile  of  the  (-onitimiid, 

1  have  endeavored  to  iurlnde  in  the  foix*going  a  stateuic  iit  oF  the  best 
intolligence  that  I  hud  of  the  defenses  of  the  harbor,  of  the  natural 
advantages  which  the  shore  line  gave  for  the  distribution  of  thi's*? 
defenses,  so  that  the  ImtteriescouUl  be  variously  combined  on  the  main 
channel  and  give  full  effect  to  the  natural  cul  tU  mc;  the  condition 
and  force  of  tnt*  iromlads  whieh  were  to  attack;  some  accoutit  of  our 
exijcrii'nce  in  battrring  earthworks,  showing  lu^w  partial  and  limited 
was  tlm  effect  of  ertnnon  only;  what  could  U-!  learned  of  the  l)»rpcdoes 
and  entanglements  that  were  t<)  act  on  the  ironclads  when  under  heavy 
tire,  and,  tinally.  the  best  naval  opinions  that  boredirectly  on  these  very 
(questions,  alt  concurring  in  the  correctness  of  the  course  pursued 
under  the  eircimistanees. 

Additional  to  these  conditions  were  the  position  and  prospects  of  our 
laud  forces  on  Morris  Island,  whi*-h  seemed  to  rei|uiro  the  utmost  aid 
that  the  ships  were  cjiiMible  of. 

To  all  this  General  Ciillmore  chooses  to  oppose  a  contrary  opinion, 
aud,  bingularly  enough,  selects  a  period  (2ckl  Augutit  to  bth  September) 
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for  the  aeimration  of  our  forces,  which,  of  all  othGi*s»  was  probably  the 
last  to  be  rhoson.  an  error  iirisin^  from  his  reliauce  on  one  siuj^le  con- 
dition,  tlip  allcyfMl   lark  of  prc|>aration  on   the  pirt  of   the  enemy, i 
entirely  di^iregardini^  the  fact  that  it  was  also  the  numient  when,  of  ullj 
others,  tlie  condition  and  position  of  his  force  and  of  mine  clearly  for-; 
bade  any  wuch  movement,  bein^  least  able  to  use  the  opportunity,  even 
if  it  offered,  which  \\h»  by  no  mwins  certain. 

He  seems  to  forget  aUo  that  he   himself  liad  assigned  particular 

conditionri  as  necesv'^ry  for  the  entnincH  of  the  fleet,  which  were  hin 

possession  of  Fort  Wagner  and  Cunmiings  Point  and  a  "heavy  artillery 

ffire"   from  thcte   poditiony,  together  with   the  demolition   of   Fort 

Sumter. 

The  troops  also  were  to  tumwt  the  operationn  of  the  iron<*lads  after 
they  hn<l  passed  into  the  t'ooper  River,  and  then  wna  to  culminate  this 
ingenious  strategy — the  enemy  would  evacuate  Sullivan's  Inland. 

Of  course  it  is  well  known  that  we  had  not  possession  of  Wagner 
nor  the  point  on  the  "J'Ad  August,  nor  for  tifteen  days  afUM'wards; 
therefore  there  could  Im?!  m4i  assisting  tire  from  our  guns  on  thos*' 
positions.  l)rii}uiinh*^i  Sumter  still  held  its  garrison  and  continued  to 
do  eo  for  nearly  two  years,  so  as  to  protect  the  obstructions  against  all 
our  attempts,  while  the  troojis  were  yvt  unahle  to  take  Wagner,  and 
might  remain  so  for  some  time,  were  inferior  in  numbers  to  t^hc  enemy 
on  the  10th  August,  and  therefore  \ven»  bound  to  reuniin  defensively  on 
the  sea  islands.  How,  then,  could  they  assist  the  ironclads,  whicn  in 
diminished  force  had  been  able  to  entrap  themselves  in  tlie  Wandoi 

The xHrcfMntrhich  ir<ti*  to  h,' arhtf-r'tl  is  left  to  surmise,  and  maybe 
considered  to  Ih;  an  anticiiwition  of  what  is  indicated  as  the  result  of 
entering  at  a  later  period.  Of  this  I  will  speak  in  that  connection 
hereafter. 

This  idea  of  having  the  ironclads  to  enter  during  those  ten  or  fifteen 
decisive  days  (loes  not  appear  to  have  l>een  the  original  i:)hin  uf  (reneral 
Glllmore.  It  was  an  afU^rthought.  new  tome, certainly,  until  I  saw  it 
in  ihe  report  some  i-ighU'en  ntonths  suhsequently. 

I'here  was  another  plan   l»y  General  (itllmore.  which  wjis  to   take. 
charge  of  the  future  movements  of  the  ironclads,  though  at  the  time  it  I 
was  also  unknown  to  me.     It  forms  the  staple  of  the  argument  that 
pervades  the  narrative  metre  or  less,  and  is  therefore  to  Ih^  consid- 
ered (page  16): 

Firet.  Tu  make  a  dosocnt  upon  and  obtain  pnAtnwinn  of  Ih*^  *»nth  »nil  of  Mnrria 
ImIaikI,  known  to  he  (M'<-ii|iitHi  t>y  the  enemy,  an* I  (lieii  hoint;  wnxkuly  fartitleii  hy  hiui 
offensively  untl  ilefengi^'efy. 

8e(Kjnd.  To  lay  aiejco  to  and  rciiuce  Fort  \Va«aer;  with  Fort  Wa^^nf  r,  the  work  un 
CutiiniinK'^  IViint  wuiiM  ulso  fall. 

Third.  Fr<mi  the  potritiou  tlins  (»eonrc«l,  to  domolit»h  Fort  Sumter,  and  aftorwunls 
trooperate  with  tlie  fleet;  wlien  it  was  really,  to  move  in  hy  a  liaivy  artillery  tire. 

Fourth.  The  uionitore  ami  iroiieliult*  to  enter,  rciiiove'the  channel  olwtriictioiui, 
run  hy  the  liatteries  on  James  aitd  Knllivan'»  islandf,  and  rv&r\\  the  t'lty. 

I  shall  be  sustained  by  all  the  infornmtion  in  my  possession  when  I 
say  that  no  such  plan  ever  wtu*  agreed  u|x»n,  as  stated  by  (general 
Gdlmore. 

The  views  of  the  Department,  as  signifie<I  by  its  order  of  the  6th 
June,  looked  solely  to  a  (combined  operation  by  land  and  wat^r,  nothing 
more,  and  this  hafl  my  entii*e  concurrence.  It  was  the  most  judicious 
course  that  could  l»e  pursued  after  events  had  shown  the  perils  of 
attoclu  purely  military  or  naval,  and  the  military  part  of  General 
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Gillmore'splan  had  not;  oven  tho  merit  of  oriijinality  when  ho  wtu 
niHhnl  to  U  iishington  late  in  Mnv,  for  (ienenil  Hunter  had  f*t<Hxl  on 
the  brink  of  the  passage  to  Morns  Island  six  weelw  previous,  anxiouA 
to  begin  the  very  work  that  at  a  hiter  day  >rux  botfun.  with  the  same 
numlK»r  of  trooixs  and  the  batteries  in  hand,  but  whieh  did  not  previ- 
ouhly  proi'i^ed  Ijocuuse  Gen»*ral  Hunter  foidd  not  reeeive  the  very 
a»*i8tance  that  General  Gillmore  so  freely  received  at  a  later  day,  ancl 
now  wtue  tdghteen  months  later  nnnounres  that  he  did  not  need. 

80  far  as  General  Gilliiiore  chose  to  venture  the  vessels  did  go,  and 
thu8  all  that  was  promised  in  the  way  of  cooperation  icfi^  given  and 
trtjj*  tfu-occSfifuL 

Admiral  I>n  Pont  had  written  Ut  th«  Navy  Department,  after  the 
attjirk  of  Tth  April,  that  "Charleston  could  not  be  taken  by  a  purely 
nuval  attiiek."  and  t-o  this  the  order  of  the  Deiwrtnient  of  the  (Sth 
June  seemed  a  direct  reply: 

Geueral  (lillinore  liaf*  Wvn  imlerrii  u*  takedmr^of  dm  IV]ttirlrm'ril  of  the  f>t»utli, 
and  you  will  i^leftse  afford  him  uU  the  aid  und  oasmtuucti  iu  yuur  power  in  conductr 
Ing  hiti  opemliona. 

On  tl»e  4th  and  5th  July,  when  I  (irst  conferred  with  (Jeneml  Gill- 
more  upon  the  business  in  hand,  not  a  word  was  uttered  by  (Jeneral 
Ciillmore  n'gardinjj  any  plan  that  hud  been  agreed  on  elsewliere,  nor 
wa.s  mention  made  of  an3'  subject  save  cooperation  ag^iitist  Morris 
Island;  that  alone  was  the  subject  of  arranf^emenl.  What  pa-ssed  may 
Ix*  «hown  bv  the  foUowint'  extracts  of  a  letter  of  the  Tth  July,  from 
General  Gillmore,  in  which  he  aayH: 

I  wil]  recapitulate^  thi-  arraii)jr(^iiieiitt<  for  ooojwrating  already  agreed  upon  by  qb,  aa 
followe: 

l8t.  ]  am  lo  attack  Morrin  lr<lanti  r>n  Thurwtay  momjnju;  next. 

:id.  The  navy  w  ti>  entor  the  clmiinul  nbreaj^t  of  Morrit)  iHland  early  in  the  mottl- 
ing, 9&\'  a)>ont  Biinrisc. 

He  concludes  thu«:  "  My  dewirc  tliat  thei*e  should  be  a  perfect  and 
cordial  understanding  between  us  in  those  vom^HnfMl  oiter'fff**^^^''''  vU: 

it  will  Ix)  seen  that  all  this  is  perfectly  in  accord  with  the  course  of 
previous  eveuta  aud  with  the  seuse  of  the  Department's  order  of  the 
»»th  June. 

I  knew  nothinjr  whatever  of  any  other  arrangement  from  General 
Gillmore  f/ttit,  nor  during  the  oix;nitions  Hj^rjiinHt  Morris  Isiiiiid.  nor 
did  I  imajfini'  that  the  f.'w/(i//W  opoi-atiun  vv»us  to  ceusit,  until  the  -JTth 
September,  when  I  a.sked  General  Gillmore  to  assist  me  by  oj^nieijf 
tire  on  iSumter,  in  order  to  drive  out  its  garrison.  That^  my  Hi>tt 
request  for  sissistiince.  was  substantially  rejeet*'d,  |andj  though  for 
sixty  days  I  bad  faithfully  contributed  all  that  had  been  asked  of  mo 
iu  Mupport  of  the  army,  the  answer  was  etpiivalent  to  an  intimution 
that  I  nmst  rely  on  n»y  own  resouives  to  reduce  Charleston  and  its 
interior  defenses,  while  <ieneral  Gillmore,  with  all  lii-i  force,  assisted 
by  all  mine,  had  only  Uien  ai>le  to  oceuuy  Morris  Island  in  two  mouths 
and  demolish  Sumter  after  his  own  fashion. 

When  I  read  the  report  of  General  Gillmore  it  was  plain  to  nie 
from  the  very  teruis  employed  that  the  writer  had  no  authority  for 
interpreting^  tho  intentions  of  the  [NavyJ  De|>artmeiit  into  an  agree- 
ment to  follow  a  certnin  plan  marked  out  by  bintself.  On  the  con- 
tmry,  the  Department  understood  very  differently  the  prospects  held 
otit  in  <-ase  he  eould  be  assiMted  to  the  oeeuiMtion  of  Morris  Island. 

Ou  the  i>th  October  the  Depurtmeut  apprititid  lue,  iu  the  courue  of  u. 
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general  comnmnu'ation.  that  ""ptTvious  to  his  de|M.rturei  to.  assume 
his  pre.sfn(  loMirimiKKOenoriil  (iillmoro  sbiteil  thut,  once  in  posseHKionl 
of  Cuniniinj^"s  I'oiiit,  he  roiild  thenco  reduce  Forts  Moultrie  and  John- 
son.'*   This  opiuiou  ha.i  probahly  under^'one  no  change  by  what  has 
since.  ocAUiired. 

Such  a  result  would  have  indeed  brought  about  quickly  a  triumph- 
ant consntnuiutton  of  the  national  desire.     Once  in  possctssion  of  these 
ixiiuts.  the  irondad-s  would  ha>  o  entered  and  the  fall  of  the  city  would 
lavi'  followed  inevitjibly. 

A-s  it  was,  with  those  strongholds  and  Sumter  left  in  possession  of 
the  relM^ls.  the  fourth  item  of  the  pro^^franiuie  i-i  a  poifect  von  xetjuifur 
to  tin-  piecodinj;  three— a  threat  ojxinition  by  a  divided  force*  which, 
when  united,  tiad  only  tnk<'n  an  outpost  in  sixty  days. 

it  is  t)te  climax  of  abisurdity  to  suppase  that  a  niilitjiry  commander 
would  have  been  piTiiiiUed  to  dispose  of  a  na\:il  force  so  essential  to 
the  welfai'c  of  tlu-  rounlry  with<iut  evi'n  ciMisultin*^  the  ratval  com- 
mander. au(i  t  have  no  bcsitntion  in  athnning  that  no  oHiccr  actually 
ivs|>ousiblc  for*  tlie  conduct  of  uaval  atfairs  could  have  bound  himsidf 
to  any  such  pltti. 

I  lo(jli  u|)on  it  as  undeniable  also  that  if  the  Department  had  ever 
arce[»lc<l  the  plan  of  (icneral  (litlmore,  as  embraced  in  the  four  prop- 
ositions, so  as  to  make  it  a  condition  that  the  tloet  should  enter  the 
harbor  of  Charle.Mton  on  the  atUiiiiinent  of  *'ertain  results  by  General 
(tilhncire,  I  would  liiive  ftceti  so  informed. 

It  is  also  fuirly  t^>  be  supposed  that  if  Oenei-al  (iillnKtre  himself  had 
at  the  time  considered  such  a  plan  to  have  been  agreed  on  he  would 
have  rcfi-rred  to  it  in  thecotilVrences  on  the  sulijectof  our  joint  opera- 
tions, particularly  at  the  first  interview;  but  it  will  be  seen  from  the 
written  recapitulation  by  himself  of  what  passed  on  the  occasion  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  w:is  uienticjiied. 

We  nave  nothing  absohite,  even  from  the  War  Depjirtment.  us  to 
its  un<]erstanding  ni  the  matter,  for  Ueueral  Gilhuoi'e  admits  that  ho 
had  no  written  instructions. 

Kinally,  it  seems  that  General  (lillmoro  held  out  to  the  Navy 
I)('|mrtuienta  jyfrander  pri»n)isftof  what  would  ensue  if  he  were  assisted 
by  tlie  nruy  to  the  |K>.sse.ssion  of  Morris  island  than  wa-s  contained  in 
the  plan  now  announced  in  his  report. 

Had  he  brcti  able  to  realize  sucn  residts  fts  the  cupture  of  Johnson 
and  Moultrie,  theiv  would  have  been  no  iuhhI  of  an  extended  arirumeat 
to  demonstnite  wliiit  the  tnivy  should  have  done  upon  a  basis  ridicu- 
lously small  in  conipanson,  yet  not  even  supplied  fully  in  ouo  respect, 
and  very  tardily  :n  another. 

For  instance,  Fort  Sumter  was  to  be  demolished,  destroyed — its 
otTeusive  power  destroyed — in  the  words  of  General  Gillmore.  lie 
writes  thus  (sei:ti<m  *2t>): 

I  liail  enLcrtAiiie<I  Ihi*  irptiiion  that  Fort  Sumter  could  t>e  rtsaclied  and  reduced  or 
iti*  uffciiHive  iHjwer  entirely  destroyed,  etc. 

!S*H*.tion  iJM: 

The  prinei|Mil  question  was  to  wluit  extent  the  fall  uf  Sumter  or  the  de«lrucUou  o 
it^'  litfenMive  power,  eU'. 

Section  81: 

That  stronghold  om-e  demoliatieil  ur  ita  offensive  power  practii-atly  UuMtroyetl,  etc 
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Section  33: 

It  was  therefore  (k^lennineil  to  Httonipl  tlip  rlwtniKion  of  Fori  Sumter,  etc. 

Stx'tion  37: 

From  the  positiona  thus  secnred  (Wagner  ami  CniiimintE'H  Fomi)  lo  deniolisb  Fort 
tJHUiter,  etc 

There  can  he  no  roisundorstiindin^  of  the  t*»rm.s  thus  usod;  their 
signification  i.s  plain  and  direct.  Fort  Siunter,  so  far  an  it  rould  be 
put  to  any  use  whatevei  in  relaixlinj^  or  iiitlucuciug  (nu*  ojwmtions, 
wae  to  Ito  oblitefut<'d. 

Kow,  in  fact,  the  result  of  the  cannonading  up  to  the  23d  Aujjust, 
from  th«!  Imtteriew  b(»yond  Wii^ncr,  and  of  October  aiul  NovLnnlier, 
from  Wajjner  and  tho  Point,  failtid  to  do  moro  than  deprive  one  of  the 
forts  at  the  entrancv  of  i(«  principal  iM>wcr  to  injure  tne  armor  of  the 
ironclads.  Tho  work  still  possent^rd  the  cH|Hieity  to  doitj^  imrt  in  driv- 
ing off  .■>iich  a  forci?  nti  could  undertake  to  remove  the  olistructions, 
and  unless  these  were  reinovcci  it  w:uk  nearly  certain  that  Home  of  the 
ironclads  would  be  stopped  from  entering. 

General  (jillmore  baa  no  right  whatever  to  qualify  his  own  condi- 
tions and  assuint^  las  part  fultillcd  wlicn  it  was  so  evident,  that  such 
wa-s  not  the  case,  if  the  all('g<'d  Hgrcrntcnl,  hud  ever  I^-cn  made. 

It  U  plain  that  the  plan  which  Gcnoml  Oillmorc  alleges  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Navy  Department  never  wna  so  accepted,  and  I  think  Uiat  a 
consideration  of  the  jmrt  which  he  now  assigns  to  the  navy  will  show 
eonclasively  that  no  naval  authority  ever  would  have  Iwund  itself 
thereto. 

The  fourth  pr4>i>osition  of  General  Oillmore'H  plan  itMpiinrd  the- 
flcet  to  Iw  placed  in  the  C\»oper  or  Wando  Hivnr,  but  docs  not  explain 
what  consc(|ueuee  was  expected  to  follow.  This  is  staged  at  piige  IT, 
section  31^: 

The  MUU-T  Hue  of  rlefeiiwee,  thaw  liroken  through,  would  l>e  al»uidoiK'<i  it)  \im 
enraiiy,  for  the  ronlrol  of  the  Coofjcr  and  Wando  ri\era  by  our  jniuhoats,  ami  Ihe 
operatioiit*  of  the  land  fnn"e»,  whii'h  they  wmld  then  uid  wid  rover,  would  ntrnpiid 
the  evaeualioti  of  SniUvan's  Inland. 

I  have  already  made  it  j)!ain  that  the  ironclads  would  have  been 
entirely  incompetent  to  disable  pemianently  u  single  battery  in  the 
liHrf»ur,  and  it  is  to  ^ny  observed,  moreover,  that  thus  is  noteontem- 
platA'd  by  (JiMioral  (Tilliiioro.  for  his  fourth  propo.^ition  only  requires 
that  the  ironclads  were  "to  run  bv  the  batteries,"  so  that,  when  in  the 
Cooper  or  Wando,  all  the  hostile  batteries  which  had  been  tw.s.'sed 
remained  intju't  and  interposed  between  the  land  forces  on  Morris 
Island  and  the  ironclads  above  the  city,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sui>erior 
forces  of  the  relxd.s. 

In  this  situation  our  ironclads  were  "to  aid  and  cover  the  operations 
of  the*  land  forces." 

How  this  is  to  be  done,  General  Gillmore  doe^^  not  explain,  and  it 
certainly  (Joe,s  not  appear  from  any  ordinary  examination  of  the 
premise**.*  There  would  be  3  miles  of  channel  between  the  divisicnis 
of  our  forces  entirely  controlled  by  the  enemy's  Iwtteriea.  If  the 
vessels  in  the  Wando  were  to  cover  the  o])erations  of  the  troops,  the 
latter  nmst  contrive  to  get  within  fair  gnipe  ninge.  They  could  not 
follow  the  ironclads,  ana  the  ironclacU  coulu  not  take  them  oti  board; 

*(U\  the  rimlrary,  thiH  mngnlar  Htnil«(cy  would  have  completely  diMabled  either 
party  from  aj«itfliiig  the  other. — DAiiLcrtK.N. 


446 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


Ihf*  juTK'tion  of  the  divisions  miiHt  therefore  be  ^*y  lainl.  This  must 
inko  ]il:ice  by  tninsferriiiif  the  men  from  the  initer  ishiiul  to  JaMie« 
fflliinrl,  or  to  Siillivnn'w  Island,  or  to  the  renr  of  it.  At  any  point 
of  hmtiing,  however.  General  Gillmore  would  be  mot  by  the  <'oncen- 
truted  forces  of  the  enemy,  transferred  with  facility  from  one  part  of 
the  harU)!'  to  another. 

Hut  General  Gillmore  has  in  another  place  put  aside  the  idea  of 
such  operations.     He  says  (section  28): 

.\  laJid  Htlack  npnii  ("harltwtiin  wan  nut  even  diMmssed  at  any  of  the  inlen-ieH-s  to 
which  I  waa  inviteti,  iind  wan  i^ertuiuly  never  contemplate:!  bv  nie. 

How  tliese  ineonsistiMicie-s  are  Ui  Ih'  n'oonciled  is  not  very  ajiparent. 

It  is  very  certain,  however,  from  the  experience  that  has  been 
obtained  that  the  troop;^  woidd  not  athick  the  rebel  positions  on  tJames 
or  Sulliviurs  Island  witbouL  Uin^'  coverrd  by  the  navy,  and  that  was 
the  condition  to  their  operiitions  us  stated  by  General  Gillmore.  hut 
how  that  was  to  be  done  when  the  irunciads  had  pjt  into  (lie  Wando. 
leaving'  the  troops  on  Morri.s  Island,  is  not  made  known  by  the  general; 
it  is  *crtaiidy  iruoniprcbensible  by  anv  rccoirni/.ed  naviil  pioeeeding. 

It  is  difiicidt  to  c^n4'eive  of  a  project  which,  under  the  circum- 
stane^>H,  would  have  l>cen  no  inexcusable,  particularly  during'  those 
"decisive  days/'  when  wc  had  not  Wagner  and  did  not  know  when  we 
Hhould  get  it.  To  run  in  the  small  force  of  ironclads,  im-urring  cer- 
tain loss  in  the  passage,  and  lodge  them  in  the  Wando.  leaving  the 
concentrated  power  of  the  enenjy  Ijtitween  the  catup  and  the  vessels, 
fcio  that  not  a  pound  of  coal  nor  a  round  of  nnimunition  coubJ  reach  the 
latter,  with  no  possibility  of  efTccting  any  njilit^iry  lesult,  and  having 
"to  ^et  out  less  etisily  than  we  got  in.  would  have  U^eu  sheer  madness. 
With  a  Hufticient  force  to  secure  the  squadron  against  serious  disaster, 
I  would  have  gnitilied  the  |>opuhir  vearrdng  to  sec  the  I'nion  lleet  pa^s 
inside,  but  not  with  the  force  which  I  had  at  the  time. 

If  the  propriety  of  going  in  or  not  had  been  evenly  halanc<xi.  there 
still  remained  a  good  reason  for  p<>stponement  besides  those  already 
mimed— that  was,  the  expectation  of  reinforcements.  The  Onondaga 
and  Chwmicuji  were  to  ne  ready  by  the  1st  Oetol»er,  and,  with  the 
/^ant/awon^  might  then  be  expected,  which  would  hiivc  given  me  nine 
monitors  with  one  turret  each,  one  ironclad  with  two  turrets,  and  the 
/r"/l/c^'fA«.  making  a  total  of  38  guns,  or  58  per  cent  greater  power  in 
annamenl  than  on  the  '2Md  August. 

This  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  very  le^st  force  that  should  have  gone 
in  without  connection  with  the  army.  The  Uirhiii«fnii  was  also  to  be 
looked  for,  and,  covered  by  so  many  ironclads,  her  fiuo  battery  would 
have  been  vcrv  useful. 

But  even  with  this  force  it  would  not  have  been  most  judieious  to 
attack  the  general  position  only  in  front,  where  it  was  strongest, 
instead  of  assailing  the  tlauks,  which  wore  more  open.  The  move- 
ment in  July,  IStU.  by  the  Stono  gave  the  enemy  much  more  uneasi- 
ness and  menaced  Charleston  more  seriously  than  anv  other  previously; 
HO  nuu'h  so  1U4  to  dmw  to  that  p<unt  nearly  all  tlie  available  foi'ce, 
when,  by  a  skillful  move,  two  regiments  were  sent  against  Johnson. 
The  surprise  was  complete  and  nearly  iilacod  ufi  in  possession  of  the 
forU 

When  General  Sherman  movod  upon  Columbia  and  wished  to  press 
the  enemy  at  Charleston,  ho  did  not  ask  the  fleet  to  enter  the  harbor, 
but  that  the  land  and  sea  forces  should  attack  by  way  of  Stono  and  by 
the  other  dank  at  BulVa  Bay. 
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Finnlly,  whon  Morris  Island  was  evjicuatpd.  the  same  procofts  mij,'ht 
li;ivr  horn  applied  to  Sullivan's  Iwlaiid  hy  laudiug  on  Long  li^lund  iind 
flaidcing  from  HOiiwaid  \vith  the  [tteetj. 

The  prevediiij;  hius  rcfiM-cncc  to  the  strirtnre«  which  General  Gill- 
more  has  very  (rratuitjously  chosen  to  aonounoe  after  a  considei-ation 
of  the  subject  so  deliberate  as  to  ajjpear  Home  eighteen  months  after 
the  events*. 

Dui'intr  this  time  ii  neerssity  arose  for  expressing  an  official  opinion 
on  the  ipialities  of  the  monitoi-s.  in  which  I  spoke  of  their  Hervice  and 
incidentally  observed  that  tho  time  re*iiiired  t*^  reduce  WagTior  had 
^rivcti  the  4Mieiny  a  bt'tlt-ir  o]>portunity  to  improve  the  interior  defenses 
and  llm.s  retarded  oiHMations  npiinnt  Charleston. 

The  purpoftie  of  tuis  was  to  (neet  the  lepresentations  that  had  been 
circulated  in  the  newspapers  iis  ti>  the  causes  of  the  <lehiy,  and  which 
were  doing  great  injustice  to  the  whole  naval  proceeding. 

My  olworvation  seems  to  have  given  great  offense  to  General  Gill- 
more  and  elicits  a  course  of  remark  not  less  sophistical  than  those  on 
which  1  have  just  commented. 

It  is  obvious  to  the  plainest  mind  that  1  never  meant  to  say.  and  mv 
words  do  not  express  the  meaninL'.  that  Wagner  would  intjerfeiv  witli 
the  passitge  of  vessels  in  the  roads  which  intended  to  attack  the  cily. 
A  naval  force  strung  enough  for  this  purpose  could  not  Iw  detjiined 
by  a  work  like  Wagner. 

Tlie  troops  and  ve.ssels  had  coimtienccd  a  combined  operation, 
dej*iifned  to  ol>tain  j^KKsscssion  of  Morris  Island,  whii-h  was  also  to  lead 
to  tne  real  demolition  of  Sumter,  and  subsequent  opemtions  wei*e  to 
pivot  entindy  on  the  results  so  oI>tained.  Wagner,  which  was  in 
effect  Morris  Island,  was  not  captured  until  the  7th  September,  and 
Sumter  was  nevtT  dem(di.>hcd  in  the  plain  romrnon  sense  of  the 
term.  One  of  the  very  conditions  w^hich  General  (iillmore  hud 
inii>osed  on  himself— that  is,  '*a  heavy  cooperative  artillery  lire" 
from  Wiigner  and  Cumming's  Point — was  not  actually  in  operation 
until  the  '2Vfth  of  October. 

Now,  I  considered  myyelf  under  arrangements  with  General  Gill- 
mt>re»  partly  written,  partly  implied,  to  assiat  him.  On  the  :iiid  July, 
for  instance,  he  wrote  uje: 

I  fee!,  as  doubtK-f*  you  \\o,  that  thorough  cooperation  between  the  army  and  navy 
IB  (ii'i*iral)lc  junl  thiii  neitht^r  hraneh  of  the  service  can  at  Ibe  prvseul  moment 
atlvanw,  both  havin^•  Hlrea^ly  failed  once  in  the  attempt. 

As  he  was  repeatedly  calling  on  me  for  assistance,  the  united  force 
was  thus  unavoi(hi})ly  delaveu  bv  the  resistance  of  Wagner,  and  that 
time  wurt  undoubtedly  uhc(1  by  tne  enemy  to  improve  tncir  defenses. 
It  may  be  equally  true  that  they  had  been  so  engaged  before  and  after 
the  period  named. 

That  is  the  meaning  reallv  of  the  paragraph  in  my  report  to  which 
Genend  Gillmore  alludes  and  not  the  quibble  which  he  nas  chosen  to 
substitute. 

In  this  note  General  Gillmore  also  assert**  that  *'some  time  elapsed 
l>efore  ai»y  of  its  (Sumter's)  guns  were  mounted  by  the  enemy  at  other 
points  in  the  harbor." 

And  yet  in  a  letter  to  me  dated  Aii^ust  23d,  he  admits  that  "some 
of  the  guns  from  the  gorge  and  the  adjacent  face  looking  toward  Cum- 
mingV  Point,  were  doubtless  removed  to  James  and  Sullivan's  Islatids 
before  the  bombardment  commenced  or  during  the  progress," 
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"noubtless?''*  Certainly,  boi-auso  it  wiw  vpry  plain  from  tlie  firnt 
that  tho  coiiibinod  oi)enitiori  must  kad  t«  the  iMrii|mtiou  of  Morris 
Island,  and  therefore  to  the  dif^armament  of  Sumter. 

Its  ^ins  I'ouKi.  tlierefore,  very  little  retard  tho  fall  of  Wagner,  and 
'as  they  would  be  useful  in  otlicr  works,  their  removal  was  to  be 
expected  at  an  ciirly  date. 

We  know  now  tuat  this  was  done  unrl  wa.H  begun  even  bef<ire  we 
landed  on  Morris  Islautl,  for  it  seems  sueb  an  event  was  antieipated. 

A  Uritisb  officer  who  vi-sitcd  Sumter  one  month  before  the  opeiu- 
tion  l>egan  on  the  lOth  July,  says: 

Till*  ^unt*  have  1>e<-*n  removed  fmm  the  i;afieiTi&tc«  on  the  eoHtom  face. 

And  General  Kipley  reports  officially  on  the  21»t  August: 

Thf  heavy  i^mw  ami  mortars  wliich  buve  l>eon  rec^vcd  and  acxnired  from  Fort 
Sumlor  liavv  been  plaeod  in  |xwition. 

(lenenil  (iillniore's  adini.ssion  to  me  bv  letter,  made  at  the  time,  and 
my  own  opinion  are,  therefore,  not  only  sustained  by  probabilities, 
bill  by  the  facts,  and  pret^cut  a  flat  denial  to  liis  assertion  made  in  print 
HO  lonjj^  subset] uently. 

There  is  another  passage  in  this  note  which  is  worthy  of  observation. 
It  runs  thixs: 

of  the  actual  Btrpnjrth  of  those  improvpmontif  wp  hn<l  n-)  n>lialile  information,  as 
they  were  never  tinted  or  enrnuntered  by  the  iront-lads. 

The  conclusion  from  such  an  uiwiualitied  remark  in  naturally  that 
information  in  regard  to  an  enemy  s  position  or  defense  is  not  to  be 
relied  on  until  obtained  !)y  actual  trial. 

The  practice  of  General  Oillmori'  seems  Ut  favor  the  idea  that  he 
may  sometimes  proceed  upon  such  a  notion.  Thus,  in  speaking  of 
Ftu't  Wagner,  In*  says  that  (section  83): 

Tho  nature  of  itfi  eonstniction  demanded  and  entin'<l  an  actiial  attemiit  upon  the 
Murk  lu  make  manifest  it^  real  and  rnncealcfl  elements  of  slrt^ngth. 

Being  .so  enticed,  he  did  make  the  attempt— not  once.  )nxi  twice — 
the  result  of  which  was  that  some  l,6(Nior  I,7tX>  good  Union  soldiers 
frll  on  the  ramparts  and  in  the  ditches  of  Wagner,  among  them  such 
men  as  Shaw  and  l*ulitiun  and  Strong. 

Having  thus satistieci  liiui>elf  of  the  ''real  and  concealed  elements 
of  strength"'  in  Wagner,  (ienenii  (iilluiure  cuolly  remarks  that  the 
result  (section  l<il)  "Induced  a  moditication  of  the  plan  of  operation*, 
or  nitheru  change  in  the  order  previously  dflermined  ujion. 

There,  nuist  lie  a  limit,  however,  even  to  this  tentative  mo<lo  of  pro- 
ceeding, for  a  man  may  try  his  head  against  a  brick  wall  and  lie  able 
to  draw  otf  so  as  to  modify  his  operations  afterwards;  but  if  he  ven- 
tures into  a  steel  trap  he  may  be  unable  to  make  any  "change  in  the 
order  previously  determinexl  upon." 

I  thmk  the  Departunnit  would  hardly  have  hold  it  jiistiliable  in  mo 
to  iMive  sent  the  small  fone  of  ironclads  into  Charleston  Harbor  for 
the  puqKKse  of  making  »sure  of  its  "real  and  concealed  elenn^nts  of 
strength,"'  when  it  wa.s  evident  that  it  could  not  be  done  without  com- 
mitting them  to  a  decisive  result  which  there  was  every  reason  to 
iKjIieve  would  terminati*  disastrouf*ly. 

All  openitions,  military  iw  well  as  naval,  must  not  only  have  an 
advantage  in  view,  but  a  reasonable  prospect  of  acquiring  it:  and  risk 
of  loss  is  only  justitiabh'  when  it  may  be  compensated  by  tho  result, 
or  when  no  other  course  i.?>  possible. 
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Still,  if  one  will  yield  to  the  enticement  whieh  ti»p  imturc  of  :in 
undortakiuj^  culls  for  in  ordci"'to  luake  manifest  itsfeulutul  luimailed 
elemeott*  of  strenjt^th ;"  or,  in  plain  words,  if  von  ^Yill  risk  your  means 
or  the  lives  of  yonr  men  in  order  to  leurn  what  the  strength  is  of  u 
work,  lot  the  execution  cmbi-aco  ovorvtbiujr  that  is  needed  to  eeoiiomhse 
life. 

On  the  10th  of  July  our  ti'oops  landed  on  Morris  under  cover  of  a 
hi'iivy  tire  from  the  land  Ijuttenes  an<l  the  monitors,  and  hy  It  in  the 
morning  had  driven  the  rehcis  into  Wuguer,  being  then,  a**  (Jeneral 
Ciillinore  ntates  (section  73),  in  oooupation  of  *•  three-fourths  of  the 
island,  and  his  skirmishers  within  nmskt't  range  of  Fort  Wagner." 
At  the  same  tinu^  four  monitors  lay  ott"  the  work  and  liegan  to 
cannonade  it  at  good,  effective  mnge. 

The  report  proceeds:  "The  heat  being  intense  and  thv  troojw 
cxhaustiid,  otfensive  operations  were  suspetided  fui"  tlie  day/' 

Section  74.  Brigtidier-General  Seymour  was  ordered  "to  carry  Fort 
Wagner  bv  assault  at  daybreak  on  the  following  morning.  The 
attempt  faded." 

Kvidently,  if  an  assault  was  to  l>o  made,  it  should  have  |)roeeedpd 
forthwith  on  the  Hpot.  The  enemy  had  just  been  driven  in  confusion 
from  his  positions:  the  "  weakness  of  his  defenses,"  if  no!  appiU-^Mit, 
wits  certami}'  at  its  lowest  r)oint,  while  our  power  was  at  its  nmxinumi 
morally  as  Mel)  as  physically.  To  tpiote  (ronenil  Uilhnore's  words: 
"That  was  the  time  when  suceesh  could  have  been  most  easily 
achieved."  provided  it  was  proper  that  an  assault  was  to  Im  tried. 

It  was  not  done,  however,  on  that  day  becau.so  *'  the  heat  was  intense 
and  tiie  troops  exhausted,"  meaning,  it  is  supposed,  the  men  of  the 
column  that  hud  landed,  amounting  to  '2,5iH>  or  ;-JJXh)  men.  Hut  Gen- 
eral  Gillmore  had  some  ll,OtK»  men  available,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  sup- 
po.'^e  that  they  were  in  hand  at  the  time.  Less  than  4,000  had  been 
pushed  up  the  Stouo  by  way  of  demonstnition  only,  leaving  a  probable 
balance  of  4,0<^o  or  Tj^OOO,  If,  then,  the  demonstration  could  not  have 
been  made  with  half  Ihe  force  used  (and  that  was  worth  considering) 
there  were  troops  suthi'iont  to  make  the  assault  on  the  ItUb,  |«irticu- 
larly  if  the  landing  force  had  l>eeu  allowed  a  few  hours  for  rest  and 
foocl. 

If  any  probability  amounted  almost  to  a  cortainty,  it  was  that  the 
enemy  would  use  4ill  means  to  strengthen  the  work,  esjXiciully  with 
men.  And  .so  it  proved,  "In  the  evening  Wiigner  waa  reinforced  by 
C'tdonel  OlmsteadV  conunand  of  (leoi'gia  trooiw.'* 

Having  lost  this  precious  time,  the  as.snult  was  made  next  morninff 
without  the  Hrst  word  that  would  have  enabled  me  to  tlank  the  work 
with  the  monitors.  It  was  repulsed  (piickly,  and  thus  an  effort,  which 
liad  its  best  chance  of  success  if  maue  a  few  hours  after  wc  landed, 
aided  Vi^'  the  navy  tire,  was  repulsed  next  day  by  an  enemy  which  hail 
been  reinforced  whilst  our  troops  had  not  the  assistance  of  the  monitors 
that  could  have  l>een  had  on  the  least  notice. 

So  much  for  the  tentative  process  which  General  Gillmore  then 
advocated. 

If  it  proves  anything,  it  is  certainly  not  favorable  to  the  notion 
which  it  seems  to  eonvey,  that  the  ironclads  should  have  l>een  plunged 
into  the  harbor  in  oracr  to  obtain  "reliable  information"  of  the 
strength  of  the  improvement*?. 

N  w  R — VOL  It) — ay 
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Not  content  with  undertaking  to  saddle  the  ftccompliHliment  of  an 
impossibility  on  the  navy,  the  report  of  Genera)  (iillniore  moat 
ungniciously  doniofi  to  the  service  netvwlly  performed  thut  merit  in 
the  reduction  of  Morris  Ireland  which  i.s  so  insinifc^tly  due  to  the 
8(iuadron. 

At  page  130  (section  ^02)  occurs  the  foUowinjr: 

While  it  would  have  l>eeii  i*ntirvly  prHotiL-ablc  for  at>  to  have  pnshed  forward  mil 
approaoheH  to  Fort  Wu^ier  witliout  the  coniM'mting  tire  of  our  f^inlx>ate,"  eUt. 

This  depreciation  of  hard  and  faithful  latior  eo  qualities  the  awanl 
that  follows  as  to  deprive  it  of  all  viilue. 

A  writer  in  the  Army  and  Nnvy  Journal  has  ali^eady  ex^wsed  the 
fallacy  of  the  assertion  hy  <|Uoting  from  Gonorul  <  Jillmore^s  own  rci>ort 
the  rcpcated  and  urgent  demand  which  he  made  l»y  Hignai  for  the  aid 
of  the  niival  tire. 

If  more  than  these  were  needed  to  convict  the  statement  of  grons 
wi-ong  and  inanisistonov  with  facts,  it  may  be  found  in  the  reference 
already  made  to  Gcnend  Hunter's  inability  to  begin  and  proceed  with- 
out the  very  aid  that  (lenerul  (lillmore  received  from  me. 

Gcnoral  (Tillniore  also  contrrlaites  some  evidence  against  bimsetf : 

Under  date  June  3(ith  ho  writes: 

My  preparations  ai-e  nearly  complet*'.!,  !nit  1  ciiii  do  nothing  until  Admiral 
Du  rent's  miccttwor  arrives  ani  iirets  rv*,ly  tii  work. 

To  l>e  .sure,  this  is  accompanied  by  the  contradictory  remark,  '*I 
believe  we  could  get  Morris  Island  without  the  n-ssistance  of  the  navy,*' 
which  involvc.s  another  contiiuUction  without  diypo^iing  of  that  liitit 
noticed. 

On  the  7th  July  he  wrote  me  on  the  importance  of  getting  the  Irtm- 
sidt^  inside,  adding  that — 

It  eeetng  ho  lnij>orlant  ami.  in  fact,  indipponwi'blo  that  tlio  tTiiiiii  Ship  Channel 
abreast  of  Morris  Inland  should  be  held  apiinHt  any  attetuiit  to  di^Iodgf  "«  from  that 
b<lan<i,  when  oni-e  there,  hy  the  eneiiiy's  irtjncladt>  from  Cliarleyton,  that  we  shonld 
leave  aw  little  afl  pof^sihle  to  chance  or  f  treM*  of  weather. 

Navy  oHicera  agree,  I  Ix'lieve,  that  the  monitors  can  not  lay  there  in  heavv 
weather  and  that  dependence  ujwii  them  ahme  or  ui»on  wortleii  vcMist^Is  would  bill 
lis  in  that  contin^reney,  whilst  the  IronxkU^  would  afford  ue  perfeet  !?ecnrity. 

On  the  2id  July  General  Gillmoro  wrote  me  a  letter,  in  which 
occurs  the  following: 

I  (eel,  as  doubllesn  you  do,  that  thorough  cooperation  between  the  army  and  navy 
is  derirable,  and  that  iieitlier  brauc-li  of  the  wrvice  can  at  the  jirei^eut  moment 
advance  alone. 

In  se<'tion  27  of  his  report  he  expressly  states  the  nenessity,  '*  unless 
i-einforced/'  of  contining  himself  to  the  narrow  sea  ishtnds,  where,  on 
the  one  hand,  they  had  the  coopemtion  of  the  uavy  against  the  iroo- 
clad  rams  and  gunlK>aLs  of  the  enemy,  etc. 

An  inspection  of  the  map  will  shuw  how  completely  a  narrow  island 
like  Morris  Island  was  commanded  by  a  Hiv  from  the  water,jind  as  the 
ironclads  of  the  rebels  were  close  at  &and  iu  the  harlwr,  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  if  our  irun;*lads  had  not  )«»en  present  to  flank  the  enemy's 
forces,  the  n.'.bel  ironclads  would  have  been  there  to  perform  that 
office  for  General  Gillniore.  and  to  menace  his  communication.  HIh 
own  testimony,  given  above,  is  conclusive  as  to  his  solicitude  for  the 
aid  of  the  navy,  not  oidy  to  prevent  the  interferent'c  {»f  the  rebel  ves- 
sels, but  to  assist  his  own  advance  against  their  works. 
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His  assortioTi  in  the  rejx>rt  to  the  contrary  is  not  only  invulidatoil  Uy 
evidence  fiiinisluMi  hy  hiULsolf,  hut,  as  ho  so  frooly  uscH  the  a-ssistanre 
of  tho  navy,  it  illy  >)econnvs  him  now  to  announce  witliout  occasion 
that  ho  i^onltl  hiivo  dispense*!  with  it.* 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  aj^Mcrtinj^,  to  the  contrary,  that  Genonil  Gill- 
more  could  ti<>t  have  Undod  on  Morris  Island,  nor  ronuiiuod  thci"o, 
unless  the  st|uiKlr<in  ha*!  l>ren  pre.scnt  to  cftopcrate. 
In  section  4^>  General  (iiUmore  Htate.s  that- 
Other  plans  of  joint  oimrationf,  to  Ik-  i'XiM;titiil  after  tht*  na\'}*  should  enter  the 
iim<'r  harbir  lut'I  rfwiii  the  city,  were  t>ubHet)uenUy,  from  iXme  U>  time,  diacoBBed  by 
Ht-^T-Ailitiiml  l)alil)freu  uiail  iuyt*'f- 

1  have  only  to  say  tliat  1  have  not  the  least  n-incnihranee  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  and  do  not  Iwlievc  that  such  ever  occurred. 

In  the  forej^oiiij^  the  Department  will  lind  full  refutation  of  the 
i-eflet'tions  which  (Jcnend  Gillniorc  has  so  unwarrantably  adopted  with 
reference  to  me^isurcs  purely  nuval  a^'ainsttho  interior  defenses  of  the 
harbor. 

It  apjxars,  even  froiu  his  own  statement,  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
go  any  farther  than  lie  diil  ^o:  if  so.  on  what  jxi*'*'if"i  does  he  presume 
to  (juciitioii  the  course  pursued  by  the  nuval  commander  in  a  matter 
thus  rendered  purely  navaW 

I  think  it  tipiK-ars.  from  all  reliable  evidence,  that  the  movement  was 
to  he  combined,  and  it  was  so  until  Geneml  Gillmore  chose  to  say  that 
he  woidd  go  no  farther.  There,  then,  his  concern  in  the  proceeding 
iCeased,  and  it  iH'came  a  naval  question  entirely,  whether  the  vessels 
Mhoukt  advance  (jr  not— to  bi?  considered  and  to  be  decided  on  navai 
grounds  only. 

If  (leneral  (iillmore  then  entertained  the  wnno  views  of  that  pfnri 
that  he  now  aiuiounees,  he  was  singularly  reticent  in  keeping  it  from 
my  knowledge. 

It  certainly  was  in  my  mind  to  enter  the  harbor  if  it  were  possible 
to  do  ho;  an(l  no  man  in  the  whole  scpiadron  was  more  deep!}' hoUc- 
itous  in  this  res^xTt  than  myself.  Not  from  any  prompting  on  the 
part  of  General  Gillmore,  or  by  retison  of  any  agreement  at  the 
time  between  oui*selves  or  elsewhere,  but  only  in  following  out  the  nat- 
ural consequences  of  having  been  intrusted  with  certain  means  which 
were  to  be  nsed  against  our  enemy  at  my  own  discretion,  unless  other- 
wise instructed. 

Accordingly.  I  did  not  uwait  the  lin^l  n'sult  of  the  cannonade  on 
Sumter,  which  began  on  the  17th  ant!  ended  on  the  'SAd.  but.  in  the 
hope  of  some  result,  oil  the  rilstwentujj  tfioentnmce  with  all  the  mon- 
itors to  verify  personally  the  state  of  the  defense.  This  was  repeated 
on  the  2'2d,  and  brotighton  a  night  action  with  Moultrie.  Sumter  tiring 
also.  Again,  on  the  nights  of  the  23d  and  31st  August  und  1st  Sep- 
tember, some  heavy  weather  occurring  at  intervals,  and  one  night  tue 
monitors  were  caught  in  a  southeast  blow  when  well  up  to  Sullivan's 
Island. 

From  what  I  could  observe  on  these  occasions,  ior  I  was  on  the  spot, 
and  from  alt  that  I  could  learn  in  olhei-  ways,  I  wns  satistied  that  Sum- 
ter was  not  reduced  in  the  proper  sense  o^  the  term;  its  garrison  wius 
secure  and  ciTective  in  guarding  the  impedimenU  or  repmcing  (hem, 

*For  service  far  lew  important  General  ShemuiD  l^eetowed  hU  hearty  a<-knowl- 
ed^enta  with  that  fuHnees  and  generodty  that  tto  truly  mark  the  great  and  the  joat 
*  Imnd. — DAaiGKEK. 
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and  that  iin  uttpuipt  with  my  Mxiall  iiiiijihi»r  of  ironcluds  to  force  the 
()l»stnu'lionK  iniif<f  Ih*  disiLstrous  to  most  of  the  ressols^  without  effect- 
ing; ttiiy  good. 

1  wroti*  to  the  Department  tliat '''  a  glance  at  the  map  will  show  that 
tlir  onlire  u*lvimtaj,a»s  van  not  yot  be  realized  to  ourselves,  because  we 
ciui  not  occupy  the  fort.'* 

The  near  approach  of  tbo  catastrophe  at  Wagner  naturally  occupied 
most  of  my  time.  On  the  3d  and  <Jtn  of  8ept<mihei*  Gencnil  Gilhuoro 
conferred  with  ine,  hut  the  converwation  wiw  contincd  to  Wagner,  and 
not  a  word  iMV^Jsed  in  relation  to  those  d<cijti-re  daytt.  though  we  were 
aniidst  them;  not  a  word  of  that  entrance  of  the  irouclads  that  was  to 
fiehU'vci<n<V( '<t<^  nor  of  tfutt  plan. 

Seeing  that  the  attention  of  the  army  was  likely  to  be  engrossed  in 
Bccuring  iK>H8CJ§.sion  of  Morris  Island;  that  tSunitcr  was  to  remain  in 
posyeshion  of  the  refwls  for  the  present,  and  that  unless  they  wei*e 
driven  out  tlic  iroiirlads  could  not  well  enter  ih(i  Imrhor.  \  det^nnined 
to  risk  an  assaidt.  When  (ienenil  (iilluiore  l>ecamc  aware  of  this,  he 
informed  mo  that  he  wa.s  about  to  do  the  same,  on  the  same  night.  It 
was  therefore  arranged  that  the  colimins  should  cooperate,  that  t»f  the 
squadron  moving  outside  of  Cutnrning's  Point,  and  that  of  the  army 
from  the  inside.  It  wits  past  midnight  on  the  Sth  Scpteuiher  when  a 
fine  naval  column  of  450  piiked  men,  well  otUcered,  pushed  nipidly  at 
the  gorge  and  southeast  face,  liuKU'd,  and  ran  uj)  the  dchri.s  of  the 
gorge  wall.  The  enemy  oj)cn('d  a  rapid  and  destructive  Hrc  frora 
alwvc,  while  Moultrie  and  .lolin-son  tlanked  with  a  tire  of  shells  our 
hoiit,s  and  uncovci-ed  men.  Thus  this  attack  on  a  fort  whit-h  (tencntl 
Gillmore  ii.^smnea  he  had  demolished  iieces-surily  failed.  So  much  did 
1  desire  the  exi>ected  cooperation  of  the  land  colunm  that  1  went  in 
person  to  the  scene  of  action  to  secure  the  connection,  hut  it  came  not. 
General  Gillmore  says  his  troops  were  detainc<i  by  low  tide  *' until  after 
the  na\ai  attack  had  failed/^  wnich  seems  far  from  .satisfactory,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  near  midnight  when  Lieutenant  Treston  returned 
from  General  Gillmore  with  die  assurance  that  the  concerted  action 
was  uiuh'rstood  and  arrunged- 

General  Gillmore  adds  that  the  amingcmonts  **  were  intended  simply 
to  prcveutaccidcnt  or  collision  l>etween  the  parties.  Each  was  deemed 
in  itself  suHicienlly  strong  for  the  object  in  view." 

So  far  lus  tlie  naval  column  wivs  concerned,  it  wius  made  as  strong  a^ 
my  means  permitted;  if  posslhlc,  1  would  have  made  it  stronger. 
When  I  learned  that  a  column  was  to  go  from  the  shore  the  connection 
sc<'medHoimi>ortant  that  while  awaiting  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Pres- 
ton I  wrote  an  ordci',  toanticiimte  the  pr^^fHLllili^y  of  failure  in  cooper- 
ation, to  the  ellect  that  my  own  colunm  should  not  move  unless  with 
that  of  the  army.  It  was  not  transmitted  because  Preston  returned, 
announced  all  wius  right,  and  himself  went  up  to  join  tlie  assault. 

The  misfortune  did  not  end  with  the  failure  t4)  capture  Sumter; 
while  endeavoring  to  get  a  monitor  in  position  rearward  of  Sumter, 
to  cover  the  iLssault,  it  grounded,  and  being  exposed  to  tlie  fire  of 
Sullivan's  Ishiiid,  compelled  me  to  engage  those  batteries  with  all 
the  ironelads,  which  had  the  etfect  desired,  l>iit  in  the  eonllict  one  of 
the  monitors  became  entirely  disabled,  which  reduced  the  foroe 
correspondingly. 

This  is  the  n^'ollection  of  what  governwl  me  in  the  course  of  the 
opcratious  fi'om  the  conmienccment  until  those  decUit>e  days  had  passed. 
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"Tothiiijf  whatever  of  iiiiv  coiumuMcaticni  ciiu  1  trarr  from  (^oneml 
Ginniorr.  citJu-r  vi'rhiil  or  written,  <liiritii(  tliiil  pcriml  in  rrliitioti  to 
any  of  that  plan  r^  positively  stated  in  hit*  rejwrt,  nor  of  that  epistxle 
in  the  Hhapi*  of  i/rv/M/re  (hiytt. 

Jf  Gotionil  ( lilhiioru  had  couHncfi  hiniM-lf  to  a  tci'Liiiral  iltNi-ussum  of 
thecombuipd  operations  ajrainsl  Morris  Island,  nuididly  stHt.intriill  {\\v 
facts  and  oxprossiri^j  his  opinion  on  the  naval  pfocccdin^  with  somo 
rejjard  to  his  own  inipi-rfoot  knowledjro  of  such  niattiM's,  I  shotdd  hav(* 
preferred  to  follow  his  cxunijjh:  in  cjise  it  had  \n'vn  nrcrssurv  fnr  nu^ 
to  otijoct  to  any  pnrtions  of  his  report;  hiil  as  lir  lias,  in  my  u]tirii<in. 
violated  every  rule  of  olhcial  propriety  and  personal  rotirtesy.  hoth  in 
the  time  and  the  tpnor  of  his  strictures,  ho  us  tn  do  extromc  rnjn>li<*i^ 
to  ujysi'lf  aiui  my  roinmami,  I  have  only  'n-en  rareful  in  replyinjjf  \o 
adhere  to  the  facts  so  far  us  I  knew  lln'ni. 

It  was  certainly  new  to  me  that  (Jenonii  liilhnore  ent^^rtained  the 
opinions  which  he  now  avows,  and  i  never  was  more  surprised  than 
when  the  positive  knowlrd^re  reached  me  through  this  rcpiirt.  sonn* 
eighteen  motiths  after  the  events  referred  to. 

My  hf lief  was  that  General  (riUmore  |H>rf«*etlv  euucnrn'd  with  me 
in  the  coiuJuet  of  the  joint  operations,  particularly  in  the  lU'ressily  to 
which  r  felt  it  my  painful  dwiy  to  Mijjmit,  in  postponinjr  U>  ent<'r  the 
lutrlior  of  ChaHeston  ufitil  I  was  reinforceil. 

My  belief  was  derived  imt  4*]ily  from  what  passed  luHween  Wt^  in 
personal  ifitercourse,  but  froiti  the  prompt  repudiation  whi<li  (it^nerul 
(lillnmre  bestowed  on  oti-a-sional  report.s  indicative  of  disa^j^i-eement  in 
reganl  to  operatioiw. 

For  instance,  when  the  current  gos-sip  of  the  newH|>aiM»i's  went  so  far 
as  to  aUege  that  wi*  (lift  not  eimcur  in  rejrard  to  opcnitions.  and  that 
Gent^ral  Gillniore  w(Md<l  thi'n'fore  n-tire.  fniiii  tiie  roniniand,  he 
addressed  me  at  ome  the  following  note  Ijofore  1  had  time  to  say  one 
word  to  him  on  the  subject: 

Admiral:  I  am  much  chaRrined  at  the  reports  in  tht?  iiewtqiapt^ra  al  xmt  my  temler- 
xng  uiy  rcHitfiiatioti  in  eniiw<iiif!iu'e  <if  a  •tiHi);rfeiiient  Itelwcen  you  and  uiyi^lf,  uiiH 
that  wo  (lit!  rittt  ccio|M'rnte  cordially.  It  is  not  ncceaeary  for  tncto  aiwnn^  yon  that  1 
am  entiroly  iKnorant  of  the  laliyhtcft  frpimdnlion  for  slirh  rciM»rt»»,  ainl  had  no  idea 
that  they  existed  until  they  a^UKjartd  in  the  pcipem.  They  were  douhtletis  start*-' 1 
by  fioniB  perihhlini;  .seaaatit uml ist  iu  lieu  of  news.  I  will  wo  thai  Ihcy  are  authori- 
tatively iiiritnKlii'te*!. 
Sincerely,  younf, 

tj.   A.  UltLHORK. 

Rear- Admiral  Dahloben. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  note  bears  date  more  than  two  weeks 
after  the  liwt  of  these  days  which  General  Gillniore  now  anrujunce.s  to 
have  been  the  wcasiou  when  the  fleet  could  have  achieved  success  by 
entering  the  liarbor. 

Is  it  posaibic  that  two  statomcnta,  so  exintmdictory,  should  l)oth  be 
true'^ 

If  General  Gillniore  thoujfht  then  as  he  writes  now,  coidd  he  pas- 
w hi}' have  assured  niw  he  was  'Smtirely  i^niorant  of  the  wlij^hlest 
foundation"  for  the  rejjort  that  there  was  a  **disa<tjreement  between 
U8  and  that  we  did  not  cooperate  cordially  r'  On  the  other  hand,  if  he 
did  not  think  so  then,  can  he  now  avow  that  opinion?  He  not  onlv 
disclaims  the  imputation,  but  ho  distmra^'^  it  iu  poaitive  terms — the 
author  was  **a  scribbling  sensationalist." 
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The  note  of  tbo  2Hd  Septomhei'  ei»tirely  discrodit^  the  conclusion  of 
thr  rriH)rl  tirrUo  tliiit  noti'  is  ii(»t  true.     1  am  iiiiiililr  to  sfo  otherwise. 

In  Jiiniuirv.  |S».U,  a  jrontletiiiin  tliiit  I  had  iioverHHMi  hi-fnn^  infoniKH! 
me  that  he  was  a  i-orreKpoiident,  mid  donired  to  relieve  himself,  in  my 
opinion,  of  eomplieiK  in  the  eiirrent  i-euiurk-s  which  some  of  the  <^^r- 
n»*iiK>ntU!ntii  intlul^etl  in  to  my  ilisadvuntjige.  He  said  that  General 
Gillmoi'c  was  privy  to  it.  I  lost  no  time  in  addn^ssin^,'-  a  note  of 
enquiry  to  (lenoml  (iillmore,  who  denied  the  allejti'ation  entirely, 

Of  (ourjse  [  could  not  hut  accept  this  disclaimer,  couuled  with  the 
verlml  aHsurances  dctumfiatory  of  lh<^  course  pursued  iiy  (he  corre- 
Mpohdents.  and  the  harmony  of  personal  inten-ourse  was  maintained 
to  liu>  last,  when  (rencnd  (riUuKMn  went  north  to  take  \ytivt  in  tbo 
campaiji^n  ahotit  Petei'sburj^. 

AlHtul  a  year  later  GencrtiHJilltiiorc  retunie<l  to  (he  command  in 
place  of  General  Foster,  and  with  him  came  a  renewal  of  offensive 
remarks  frofti  the  pulilii-  convsiKmdence  of  his  department.  It  had 
disappeared  enlirrly  when  General  Gillmon>  left. 

1  suidressefl  hhu  a  note  on  the.su>>3ect,  which  was  followed  l»v  others, 
because  his  reply  was  not  satisfactory.  My  last  note  (2Tth  March, 
1S65)  lie  tlid  n<>L  reply  to. 

The  ohjectioiiiible  remarks  in  the  papers  ceased,  but  the  impressions 
proilnced  <ni  my  inin<l  witc  very  unfavorable  to  (icm-nil  (iillmore,  as 
will  appear  in  the.  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  I  annex,  "A."* 

Ueaides  the  omissions  of  which  I  have  complained,  ij»'norint:r  factri 
important  to  acUuirunderstandinj;  ()f  tlw^  naval  openilidiis  otf  (.'harlcs- 
ton,  I  have  to  refer  to  that  of  a  letter  from  me  to  General  Gillmore, 
dated  Anifust  22,  1863.     In  this  letter  is  the  following: 

Therv  iiix*  Mt'vvu  inonitnn<;  of  tiits»e  «me  must  jfuanl  the  enemy's  ironrlad  nt  Waat- 
fmu;  iinntti<-r  \u  rtit>li.>r  n'fiiir  at  Port  Koyftl:  of  th(?  tivc  here  one  Iism  a  gnu  itirat^lpd, 
leaving  only  faur  fitlly  avHilulite. 

I  liave  already  adverted  to  the  inquiry  which  waw  likely  to  arise  from 
General  (Jillmore's  omission  tt)  stale  all  the  facts  that  were  likely  to 
intiuence  the  conduct  of  the  naval  opiMati4>ns,  w  hile  he  did  not  hcsitaUb 
to  pronounce  opiiuons  which  the  Htat*iment  of  these  facta  would  at 
once  have  showed  to  be  erroneous. 

In  this  case  Genenil  Gillmore  suppresses  a  Iettf*r  contninincy  infor- 
mation more  essential  than  anv  other  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
i-fia^ons  for  not  entering  the  Larlior,  while  he.  give«  Ida  reply  to  that 
letter. 

It  wiLs  certainly  to  be  expected  that  Ilia  "correspondence  betwe»»n 
liear-Admiral  Dahlgren  ann  General  Gilljnore"  atmexed  to  the  rej>ort 
of  the  latter  would  contain  all  that  iuid  passed  between  us,  not  that 
some  of  it  should  Ik*  omitted,  and  jjarticularly  a  lett+a*  that  contained 
information  wliirh  woidd  have  exhibited  the  insutlicicncy  of  General 
Gilhnore's  delihorale  opinion  and  it;*  fallacy. 

Comment  is  needless  on  the  character  of  such  a  proceeding,  under 
the  circumstances. 

I  am  painfully  sensible  of  the  seandul  to  a  great  cause  likely  to  ariHC 
from  n  controversy  of  this  kind  between  nflicers  who  have  Iwcn 
intrusted  with  the  care  of  imjwrtaut  national  interent^s,  but  I  entirely 

"  CorrtsiH>ii<teiu-e  alludwl  U>  hens  imu  be  found  iu  Menioir  of  Adtniml  Dfttdgren,  hj 
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disclaim  the  roa|K>nHiViility  of  havinjf  given  any  reanoii  for  it,  then  or 
now,  uitbfv  ill  det'd  or  in  w*ird.  • 

I  httve  Uie  honor  to  }»\  very  rriHjw^ctfully,  your  olM'tiicnt  soi-vant, 

Jno.  a.  Daiiiairkn, 
litxtr- Admiral,  U.  S,  Savy, 
Hon.  UiDWJS  Wkllkh, 

iSt^-rtturtf  of  th^  Na^^y. 

[Rndornemunt] 

Withdnn\  II  Novomiwr  s,  isfi'),  thr  Oopftrtmont  ohjoi^tingr  to  intro- 
ductliin  (if  Dii  I'ont's  mid  othcciV  opinunis,  mid  to  purls  where  it  is 
iwsunicd,  or  .Hoeni8  to  ho.  that  the  Dcpaitmcnt  did  not  nend  vessels 
enough. 

J.  A.  D. 

Note. — Prosent in  floctdnringoperationson  Morris  Inland:  honmhH^ 
M\'.'hmHnt^C(i(Mk'!U^MoiUauk\i\iUip9COypMmic^Nan^^  Ossabaw, 

Atihnnf^  beinjj  same  force  aM  On  Font's,  who  also  had  the  ICeohik  and 
Nahftut  pi*c.sont. 

hh'ujn  arrivt'd  Au^unt  31,  which  hronjjlit  my  tuunl«M'  up  to  seven 
monit<u>  fttr  Morris  Lslaud,  hut  needed  repair  and  eieaniufj,  ao  were 
not  all  prewpnt  together. 

Expected. — Ouointat^a^  dmonieun^  Ttcmnmeh^  and  Manhattan;  also 
Richmo7}fl. 


Ri'ptrri  nf  Fhjg-Offtyr  IlunUr^  C.  .V.  Navy^  rt-qtustinij  ofiiyutl  infor- 
mation Tftjur^hmj  nhifire  rank  oft/^cerM  uftlte  Anntj  mul  ^(H^tj. 

Savannah,  OcUifter  i^  J864* 
In  my  coopei*atioti  with  the  army  there  are  frequent  emlwrra-Hsments 

•        touching  the  jxiint  of  relative  rank  in  each  grade  of  the  two  neniccH. 
I  would  therefore  re.ipectfully  ask  you  to  place  me  in  possession  of 
official  authoritative  data  in  relation  thereto. 
Very  resiM^ctfuIly, 

tWM.  \V.  Hunter, 
Flag-Ojffi<'rr^  Commandinif  AjfwU. 
Captain  in  Charge  8.  8.  Lre,  C.  S.  Navy. 
ai 
; 


T^^ti^r  fn*m    Major- Gtmirnil  MeLaws^  O.    S.  Army,  to  Fhig-Offeer 
Iliintrr,  C.  S,  J^avy^  rtyufMlintj  a«fi«iatau^  injflacing  (orjjcdtftJf. 

HEADtjUARTEiui,  Savav7i/i/i^  Octfjfter  Jl,  186J^. 
8ir:  The  enjrjneers  desire  to  place  some  torpedoes  iu^  tbe  Big  Ogeo- 
chee  and  Wansaw  rivern,  and  you  will  oblige  fiy  furnishing  a  f>oat.  with 
an  officer  and  ten  men  (erew)\  to  assist  in  the  operatiou  to-morrow,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 
Very  respectfmly, 

L.  McLaws, 
Jfajra*-  G^ieral^  Vommundiny. 
Commodore  Hunter, 

Fl-ag'Offic€Ty  C.  S.  Na/vy^  Sawinnak^  Ga. 


456  SOUTH    ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Ovd^r  of  Fla<f- Officii  Hunter^  0.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  McAdam.^ 
CfB.  Nmyy,  to  rt*jx>^i't  for  temporary  duty  to  Major- General  McLaws^ 
O.  S.  Aitny, 

Savannah,  October  11^  186^ 
Be  pleased  to  report  for  tempoi^ary  duty,  with  a  boat  and  crew,  to 
Major-General  L.  Mcljaws,  Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  at  Savannah,  for 
information  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the  duty  alluded  to  and  the 
means  of  accomplishing  it. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
FJit^-Offi^er^  Vmnmaiidlng  Afloat. 

First  Lieutenant  S.  II.  MrAiMM,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


[TelcKmiii.] 


Richmond,  October  12,  J864. 
What  wtLs  the  appi*ais(*d  value  of  Water  Wtteh.,  and  capacity? 

S.  R.  Mallort, 

Secretary. 

W.   W.   HUNTKK. 


[TeluRram.] 

Richmond,  October  13,  I864.. 
Do  you  exx)cct  to  extricate  the  WatiT  Witch,  and  when,  and  how? 
Answer. 

•S.  R.  Malloby. 
Flag-Officor  W.  W.  IIuntkk. 


[Teliigram,] 

Savannah,  October  IS,  I864.. 
There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  obtaining  the  lifbor  re(|uisite  to 
extricate  the  Water  Witch.     A  channel  has  to  l>e  straightened  by  the 
labor  of  100  men  for  about  fifteen  days. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Provitmmal  N^avy  C.  S. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mai.ix)UV, 

Sreri'iary  <f  thi'  Nary.,  Rlchimmd.,  17/. 


Repmi  if  FJag-Oflircr  JImder,  (J.  .H.  Navy^  Te<jardln(j  biji  xmavaiUng 
effartu  to  sicare  Jabovt-rH  for  the  extrication  of  the  atcamer  Water 
ivitcb. 

Savannah,  Octot^er  13,  ISG4. 

I  this  day  replied  by  telegraph  to  your  telegrajjhic  enquiries  of  yes- 

terdaj',  viz,  '^Do  you  expect  to  extricate  the  Water  Witch,  when,  and 

howl    Answer."     ''  What  was  the  appraised  value  of  the  Water  Witch^ 

and  capacity  V    As  the  limit  of  a  reply  by  telegraph  does  not  admit 
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of  n  statenuMif  of  my  efforts  to  exlririite  the  Wnfrr  U7//7/,  I  would 
inform  you  that  I  have  used  every  effort  to  obtain  Inlxir  by  the 
authority  of  the  conimaiidinj'  general  at  this  place,  who  has  iiupreesed 
and  employed  every  availa1»l(!  nejjro.  free  aud  shive.  1  have  impor- 
tuned every  nvuilabh*  person  controllinjf  nef^nies  in  this  vicinity  to 
undei*takc  the  work  or  nire  nejjroes  for  the  .same,  and  have  a])pealed 
to  the  patriotism  and  interest  of  the  ri<e  planters  in  the  neig;hlM:irhood 
to  spare  uie  details  of  their  force.  In  short,  no  means  (»r  effdrt  which 
1  could  devise  have  been  left  untried  to  accomplish  the  tabor  ulkuled 
to.  1  have  still  some  hope  (now  that  the  rice  rrop  is  secured)  to 
obtain  hands;  yet.  having  Iwcn  .so  often  diHappointeif.  1  can  not  say 
that  1  conlidently  rxjM'ct  to  be  successful.  If  tin'  labor  can  he  obtained 
at  all,  I  lieiieve  it  will  be  available  within  two  weeks.  In  reply  to 
how  the  extrication  designorl  is  to  be  made,  1  nauld  state  that  the 
excavation  of  point-*  in  Skiddaway  Narrows  constitutes  the  chamcter 
of  the  work,  and  this,  it  is  e.sti)na(ed,  can  be  effected  by  the  labor  of 
KHI  ne<froes  in  about  fifteen  days.  To  run  the  Wff/ff  Wifrh  out  by  the 
st^award  channel.  I  believe,  would  subject  her  to  almost  eertiiin  reeap- 
tui*ebvthe  enemy.  The  tonnajje  of  the  W'atir  Wtfch,  as  printed  in  the 
U.  S.  S'aval  Heyister  for  the  year  18ti-t,  is  37S  t*>ns. 

The  appraised  value  of  th<^  Woter  Wit^ih  luw  not  yet  been  made. 
"Very  retiiwctfully, 

Wm.  W.  HrNTKit, 
Flag- iPffia-ry  (Jwnvmud'tnfj  Ajl^tat* 

Hon.  S,  It.  Mallory, 

Scent^tfij  of  the  Nutri/. 


Letter  from  Colonel  And^rstm^  C.  S.  Army^  to  Flag-Officer  ITvnter^ 
C.  aS.  Atfw,  rrfjardlug  the  departure  of  prMonern  fnnit  Saraniuih 
mid  th^  velmm  of  ixaml  gnnrd. 

Hqich.  1st  and  2d  Scu-Dibts.,  Mn.TTAnr  Dist.  ok  Ga.. 

Snvannah,  Ort^tlitr  7.^,  tSG^, 

Sir:  The  Yankee  prisoneTs  harinp  been  sent  away  from  this  idty, 
the  services  of  your  8camcu  and  marines  will  be  no  longer  needed,  and 
await  your  orders. 

Allow  me  to  thank  you  foryour  kind  eo<:>peration  in  a  time  of  »ieees- 
sity,  an<l  to  add  that  your  ottieer.s  and  ineu  nave  allurdcd  luc  much  aid 
and  given  entire  satisfaction. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  verj*  roH|*octfnllv,  your  ol>edient  sen'nnt, 

lipwD.  C.  Andku.son, 
Co/ontly  Ctftmnandlng. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hcnteb, 

Cofni/iandifig,  etc. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Hunter,  V,  S.  ^Vo-yy,  to  Acting  Mustfr's  Mate 
Freeman^  V,  S.  Navy^  to  proceed  to  Richmond^  in  charge  of  a  detaii 
of  Then  from,  the  C.  S.  ironclads  Suainnak  and  Geitrgia. 

Savannah,  Oct'^m'lBJSG}^, 
You  will  please  proceed  to  Richmond,  Va.,  with  all  dispatch,  in 
cbar^  of  45  men,  \i2,  30  from  the  Confederate  steamer  Savannah  and 
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15  from  the  Confederate  steamer  Georgm,  and  deliver  these  safely  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  to  the  order  of  Captain  iu  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  Pro- 


with  live  days'  rations  for  48  men.     Ti*ansportation  to  Richmond 
will  be  furnished  j'ou.     Third  Assistant  Engmeer  F.  G.  Miller,  Pro- 
visional Navy  C.  S.,  will  report  to  you  and  accompany  you  on  the  duty 
you  are  hereby  charged  to  perform. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Offici'T^  Commanding  Afloat, 

Master's  Mate  A.  C.  Freeman,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


ITeloKrain.] 

Wilmington,  [N.  C],  October  ^1, 186^, 
Can  you  spare  me  Lieutenant  Gwathmey  to  command  a  naval  lot- 
tery of  heavy  guns?     Expect  an  attack  from  Admiml  Porter  daily. 
Flag-OflScer  Pinknev  agrees. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting. 

Flag-Otlicer  Hunter. 


[TeleKTam.] 

Savannah,  Octoher  ^^,  ISGJ^. 
The  services  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Gwathmey,  Provisional 
Navy  C.  S.,  are  deemed  very  essential  in  his  present  command  for  the 
defense  of  Savannah. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-Offlcei\  Commanding  AjltHit, 

Major-General  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  Provisional  Army  C.  S., 

Wihnimjion,  JV.  €, 


Lettei'from  the,  mantt-r  of  the  steamer  Grm  to  Fl ag- Officer  ITimtei\ 
C  i.  Nary,,  requeuing  amthtance  In  runn/'ng  tlw  olocJcade  into 
Savamiah. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  (kioh-r  30^  186J^. 
Dear  Sir:  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  leave  here  in  command 
of  a  side-wheel  steamer,  the  Oem^  on  or  about  the  8d  of  November, 
bound  for  your  port,  and  will  come  in  at  one  or  the  otlier  inlets,  most 
likely  through  Freelwrn's  Creek  [Cut],  i  have  written  to  Colonel 
E.  (j.  Anderson  in  reference  to  the  matter.  You  will  please  call  on 
him  and  see  if  he  has  received  my  letters  in  rcgiird  to  the  steamer's 
coming,  that  you  may  consult  together  to  render  nie  all  the  assistance 
that  I  mav  require.  He  has  a  copy  of  the  signals  1  shall  use.  Hoping 
to  be  witfi  you  soon,  I  remain, 
Yours,  respectfully, 

William  Dixon, 
Commanding  Steamer  Gem. 

Commodore  TFilliam  [W.]  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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ler  of  f/ip  SfrTf'fttri/  of  ihe  yu-vy  to  Flag-  Offi<\'r  Jlnni^r,   C    S, 
yiiPt/f  i'lj'avilitaU  the  trj^'/uirtf/t'  of  jir/tif>iu>rn. 

Nav"\'  Dkpaiitsiknt, 

Sir:  Captain   Hatch   goes  to  Savannah,   charged   with  important 
duticH  for  tho  exchange  of  prisonei-s,  and  you  will  pI*'aH(>  utTord  him 
-all  the  aid  that  may  h*>  in  your  |x>wer. 

Very  rrspt'otfully,  your  obedient  Horvant, 

S.  R.  MAIJX3BT, 

Fla^-')tticer  W.  \V.  Huxtkr,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 


Rrtnu-t  from  the  rtp^rH  of  thf  ^<'et^i?tary  ofih*^  NtiPtf^  tf/tUd  ymtemher 

V'BHSXUI   IN   CoUMI}<lHK>N. 

(%trif*Uj»-  lf/trfntr,  wider  wmmartd  of  P'ttiff-Offiar  John  R.  TWjfcar. 

Chicora^  imnchid  sloop,  4  ^uns,  CVimmander  T.  T.  Hunter, 
CfiartiJthm„  ironclad  .sloop.  0  gunn,  Commundt*r  I.  N.  Brown. 
Palmetto  State,  ironclatl  nloop,  3  gun»,  Fii-Ht  LiRutenant  W.  fl.  Ward. 

.'iimnuah  Rivtr,  luuhr  cummuiul  of  Flug-ftlWrn  W.  \V.  f/utUiT. 

i%imnnah.,  iixiiidad  wloop,  4  {^uns.  First  Lieutenant  H.  fl.  Dnlton. 
(rttrrffoi^  ironclaci  .Ht<*am  tloating  Imttery.  4  j^aui-s,  First  Lieutenant 
W.  (iwathuiey. 
houdlga^  f*teaJii  ifunlx>at,  3  guns.  First  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Keuuard. 
Stnnjmm,  nteamer,  1  gun.  First  Lieutenant  T.  B.  Mills. 

Vbbbrls  vndeb  CoNerrnucnoN. 

.-((  OutTlrMau,  S.  C. 

One  ironclad  sloop  nearly  r'ompleti-^d ;  annor  nearly  on  and  machineiy 
re^dy. 

Two  ironclad  Hloo|>i,  ready  to  launch;  imichinery  completed;  waiting 
for  annor. 

Two  torj>edo  Ixwits  under  construction. 

At  SavanntOL,  Oa, 

Two  ironclad  sloop.**,  ivudv  to  launch;  waiting  for  armor;  nmirhinery 
for  one  going  on  f>oard,  and  for  the  other  nearly  ready. 
One  Hteani  gunljoat.  of  G  guns,  nearly  ready  to  go  into  commission. 

At  Colwnbw^  fia. 

One  ironclad  steam  gunboat  undergointr  ullcrations  to  decrease  her 
di*aftof  water;  armor  and  machinery  rcaoj'. 
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Letter  from-  Li*nti-enant-  Genrrtil  liard^'t^  V.  S.  Armtf^  to  Major-  Genen 
GUmer,  i '.  S,  Army,  rey<ini*htf  uitxufturei*  J\*r  inaJlein^  ■uj<t'  of  torptdo 
hoalH  under  i}^  difreciitm.  o/  the  A  rmy. 

Hi>gRH.  Dkpt.  ok  S.  C,  Ga.,  anij  Fla., 

Charh'Mlon,  S,  O.,  I^»r^iih-r7,  1S6^, 

(tknkhai.:  J  fttn  rrry  desirous  of  makinff  u.so  of  th«  torpndo  boats 
finistiofl  and  ht'iiijjf  ronstruilod  l>v  tho  Kn^inoer  Department  on  the 
eoiwts  of  South  Carolina  and  Oeorpia  tor  cooperation  with  the  forces 
under  my  comumnd.  It  is  Iwitter  for  many  ptnuliar  h>ral  reiLsous  that 
this  new  iiranch  of  the  service  should,  in  this  dcpurtnient,  report 
directly  to  uio.  thougjh  1  nhoidd  desiro  that  naval  otlioers  of  experi- 
ence and  ability  shuidd  tommiind  tlio  tlotilla.  In  oi*jfanizinff  the  corns 
I  jjrojMJse  to  select  otn*  olUcer  U>  control  the  wh<de  Kcr\  ice.  who  should 
make  liis  head(|uarters  in  this  city,  one  to  couuiiand  Lhe  Hotillaon  the 
coaat  of  South  Carolina,  and  one  to  command  the  (Jcor^'ia  fleet.  A 
number  of  otlicers  are  anxious  to  serve  if  theorp^nizatiou  Is  pei^et^ted 
in  tin*  manner  indicjited.  As  the  Iwats  are  Immujt  construct4»d  under 
youi- 4»r4h'rs,  I  have  thouf^ht  proper  t(»  address  this  lctl4»r  to  you  and 
ivsk,  if  ittneets  with  your  approlmtion.  that  you  will  cnll  on  the  hon- 
orable Secretar\  of  War  und  thi'oujrh  him  secure  the  action  of  the 
President  in  this  rnatt^'r. 

Knelosed  1  will  forwanl  you  a  list  of  officers  supfpcatod  by  C\)m- 
nwnder  Brown  as  proper  men,  most  of  whom  have  expre.'ised  a  doHii*e 
for  this  service,  and  whom  I  shfudd  be  fi:lad  to  have  transferred  to  ray 
orders  for  assignuient  and  or^'iini/.ation. 

In  closing  this  letter  alUiw  me  to  add  that  T  think  arrangements 
should  be  made  to  secure  to  tlie  crcwM  of  the  Ifoats  the  prize  money 
usual  for  the  destruction  of  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  on  the  high  seas, 
particuhirty  ils  the  sen'ice  is  new  and  is  considered  dangerous  by 
many.  Unless  some  action  is  taken  soon  by  our  Cxovernment  in  this 
mutter  I  fear  the  enemy  will  >>eat  us  with  our  own  weapons. 
Very  respeetfulty,  youi*s.  etc., 

VV.  J.  Harder, 

Li^iiemint-  Gctterol, 

Major-General  J.  F.  Gn.MKR. 

Chi-efof  EuifinetT  Buvf^tn. 


[Encloiurv.] 

Ust  of  officers  desired  for  special  service  to  import  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee,  commanding  Department  of  Soutn  Carolina.  GeoiTjiu, 
and  Florida:  Commanders  J.  N.  Brown  and  W.  T.  Glassell;  tirst 
Lieutenants  W.  E.  Evans*,  J.  AV.  Alexander,  S.  W.  Averett,  and  A. 
BarlKJt;  Second  Lieutenant  Charles  W.  Reml;  Masters  Lee  Moses. 
W,  r.  Hamilton,  Cx.  W.  Sparks,  and  Samuel  MilUken;  Boatswain 
Bolwrt  McCalla;  Midshipman  H.  T.  Minor;  Chief  Engineer  E.  \V. 
Manning,  all  of  C.  S,  Navy. 
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Order  of  Fl.ug-  Officer  Jlniiter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commafiding  offic^T 
of  the  C.  S,  S.  RescltUey  for  aj\trthei'  recKmnoUsanm  of  Shidmiway 
Narrows, 

Savannah,  NovemherS^  186 J^, 
The  commanding  officer  o?  the  Confederate  steamer  Be^olute  will 
p/ease  Iu2'akh  Commander  A.  B.  Fairfax,  C.  S.  Navy,  with  a  boat  and 
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Ixtat's  crow  to  bo  ready  at  the  J'irefly  tti-iiiorrow  at  8  a.  ni.,  to  make  a 
further  exploration  of  Skiddaway  Narrows.  Lmuienant  S.  11. 
MrAdain^  rrovisional  Nary  0.  S.,  will  take  charge  of  your  boat  aud 
boat's  crew. 


Respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hiint>:k. 

^htg-  Officer y  Vmnmundlng  Afloat, 


Letter  from  Captain  Neely^  O,  S.  Army^  to  Ftag- Officer  Jfnnter^ 
C.  S.  Naiy^^  retjarding  the  aermceis  of  naval  vessel  for  t^raiisp&rt  duty 
In  view  qj  lite  exchange  of  prisonerK 

Transin^ktation  Oftick, 

Savannah^  Novernht-r  XI,  J<%'4- 
Commodoke:  You  will  please  order  one  of  the  steamboats  uuder 
your  command  to  be  in  roudinesH  to  relieve  pickets  at  South  Channel 
and  Spiudies,  and  to  touch  at  C^ustou*a  Blutl  and  Screven's  Ferry 
until  further  orders. 

The  exchange  of  Confcdcrato  prisoners  begins  tu-morr*ow,  and  it  will 
tax  me  to  comply  with  thi!  net^fssary  lnins|M)rtation.     PleH.se  give  the 
-bearer  an  order  on  your  .steamer,  and  he  will  deliver  wamc,  as  the 
^StCttiner  will  leavi^  to-morrow  at  (»  a.  m. 

1  am,  commodore,  yours  rct'pcctfully, 

Thos.  W.  Nhelt, 

Captain^ 
Per  John  V.  ItoButsoN. 
Commodore  W.  W.  Humtisr, 

Ft<ig-Offiioer. 
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He/fort  of  Actimj  MoMer''ft  Mate  Oliveirf/y  O-  A  Navy,  cmiunandtng 
C.  S.  S.  Besolute^  regardin/j  the  securing  oftPooafor  fact. 

C.  S.  S.  Uesolute, 

Sister's  Ferry,  Novfrnher  12,  lH6Jt, 
SlK".  Wc  have  arrived  at  this  pla^-e.  80  miles  diatant  from  Sji>annah. 
I  have  U8cd  my  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  the  wood,  and  tindita 
very  diflictilt  matter,  a.s  the  planters  have  their  wood  cut  and  stowed 
away  ^ome  distame  from  the  river  bank  to  prevent  the  Govenuuent 
Irom  impressing  il,  their  objeet  being  to  rarry  it  to  Savannah,  where 
they  can  obtain  a  larger  price.  I  have,  however,  through  the  aseiet- 
auce  of  Major  Porter,  ttf  thi^  plaee,  succeeded  in  gettuig  aome  30 
cords,  which  I  hope  t<i  have  on  board  by  Tuesday  evening,  and  if 
notliing  unforeseen  occurs  1  will  arrive  in  Savannah  on  Wednesday 
eveninc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  nbedient  servant, 

VV.  D.  OLrvEiRA, 
Per  A.  A.  E.  W.  Barclay. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

kCojnmanding  Afi^jot. 
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Oentrtii  Ordirr  t^  th^  A^txTitnnj  ff  the  Navtj  ttnnonnHntj  t/ttt  ti*xttK  of 
Patwed  MidMliijniKtit  Swchlr,  (\  *V.  Nary, 

Okkick  ok  Ordkiw  and  Dktail, 

O,  S.  Nary  Df'jMirtin*i\t.  Rtchinoiid,  Va..  Xifnemhrr  77,  186J^. 
InfornmtioH  has  reat'hod  the  Depaitnicut  of  the  dcuth  of  Passed 
Midsliipinim  William  B.  tSincluir,  late  of  the  Florida,,  at  sea,  ou  the 
10th  of  July  la.st. 

In  pasHJng  from  a  prize  8hip  to  the  Fhrrid^i  hia  boat  was  swamped, 
and  h(\  the  only  one  of  the  crew  lost,  perished  in  rescuing  a  seaman 
wlio  couUl  not  swim. 

On  this,  a«  on  many  previous  occasions,  this  youn^'  officer  displnyeii 
that  courage,  coolness,  and  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  and  to  right 
which  over  marked  hi:*  brief  career. 

S.  K.  Mau-ort. 
Secretary  of  the  Naey, 

Office  of  Ordeks  am>  nKTAiL, 

Ri<hmfmd„  XmYiuhtr  IS,,  iS6^ 
Commanding  officers  of   wtiiadrons,  and  the  school  sliip   Patrick 
Ihnnj^  will  hnvi'  ihc  ahovti  onK-r  rt-ad  on  hoiird  each  vcss^^l  of  their 
respective  ronimarids.     The  eusigji  and  jack  will  be  placed  half-mast 
during  the  (•(MM!monv. 

By  command  of  the  Secititary  of  the  Navy: 

S.  S.  Lkk, 
Captain  tfi  Chxvrge. 


Letter  fi*om  Mnjm'- General  MeLaws^  C,  S,  Artny^  to  Flng-Qfficer 
Hunter^  C.  S,  -Aai»y,  rtv/Ui^tifitj  an/peration  in  jtrofecfive  vxeamtre^ 
in  vi^w  of  the  int/vemeid  of  prisoners* 

HEADtjUARTERS, 
Savannah^  Oa.^  Nn'tiidter  W,  ISGJ^ 
Sir:  A^  the  Federal  pnsoners  are  alwut  to  be  sent  down  tho  Savan- 
nah River,  and  it  is  importiint  to  present  an  appearance  of  complete 
preparation,  in  order  to  thereby  prevent  an  nttaek  at  this  time,  I  mont 
respectfully  nsjuest  that  you  will  onler  the  Savoiunth  ironclad  to  take 
position  below  the  *'  Wreck,''  so  as  to  be  at  all  times  readv  to  tjike 
part  in  any  attack  whiih  may  be  attempted  against  the  forts  below. 

T  re4|uest  also  that  you  will  order  another  of  your  vessels  to  take 
pcwition  below  Thuntft'rboll,  say  at  the  mouth  of  Herb  River,  and  tti 
picket  below,  at  the  mouth  of  tSkiddaway  River,  or  in  its  vicinitr,  thus 
protecting  the  Hanks  of  the  Isle  of  Hope  and  '111  under  bolt,  which  ax*o 
now  in  an  insecure  state,  owing  to  the  want  of  force, 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

h.  McLaWs, 
Major-  General,  Cmianandiny, 
C'omnjodore  Hutjter, 

Fla/y- Ojficer,  C  S.  Navfy,^S{rt^nnafi, 
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Lett^'  Jrorn    FUi'j-O^fiic^r   IlmtUi',    C    S.    Niituj,  to    Major- Gtsntral 
McLatDHy  C.  S,  Aruty^  offermtj  txMtjtrratio7i. 

Savannah,  Xmj4!HihtT  18, 1S6^. 
In  reply  to  your  note  of  tlii?*  tluv,  I  would  state  to  ytm  that  1  havo 
ordortHi  tlie  C'onMcnitn  wtcumcr  S'mthn'ih  to  tako  tho  position 
requested  by  you.  In  icftTtMit'e  to  your  suggestion  a«  to  tbu  p<iyition 
of  anothrr  voy?*el  tpf  the  squadron,  1  desire  to  see  you.  Touching 
that  subjeet,  I  herowitb  tninNniit  you  a  eopy  of  a  letti^r  addr*;s.sed  U> 
you  on  the  3<>th  Au^i.st  la^it.  In  view  of  your  respf>n.sibIo  and 
throneing  duties  at  thi^  juncture,  I  would  suggest  that  on  any  intima- 
tion from  you  I  will  promptly  attend  yon,  that  1  may  liurn  your 
views  in  relatiou  to  any  conpirution  of  my  oonunali<),  tliut  I  may 
designate  the  vessels  anH  direct  their  .-^rvices;  which  I  will  do  to  the 
be«t  of  my  al)ilit3'  in  ooopoiatiun  with  you, 

^l  ttm,  very  respectfully, 
Wm.   W.   IlUNTEIi, 
F*Utg-  0^cet\  Cojumanding  Afioat, 
Major-Oencml  L.  McLaww,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 
th 
Pi 
th 


Order  f*f  F'ltuj- Ojlit'cr  Tuch/r^  C\  S.  Natyy^  tn  Chnif  Emjln^*^'  Tamh^ 
V.  A.  Navy,  to  ttt-rtus  mi  a  ltoardJx»r  tmtlfuf  ctriam  ii^rped^  hoaU, 


FlAOAHII*   CUAIU.KflTON, 

8m;  Previous  to  your  return,  a  board  of  otbcers  bad  convened  for 
the  purjX)so  of  examining  and  testinjr  certain  torpedo  lM>als. 

As  you  are  the  senior  chief  engineer  in  this  squadron,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  report  to  Commander  Hunter  {who  is  the  senior  otticer  of 
the  board)  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

Commander  (llassell  (who  will  be  the  active  \yi\viy  of  the   l>oard). 
together  with  yourself  and  Chief  Engineer  Darcy.  who  is  also  one  of 
the  board,  will  examintf  and  test  these  Umts  and  report  jointly. 
Verv  recipectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   K.  IVCKER, 

Fhg-Offlcer^  Coniniandhnj  ApMit. 

Chief  Engineer  Ja».  H.  Tomb,  Provisional  Navv  C.  S., 

CK  S.  S,  Vhicor^i. 

Onl**r  of  FUuf'  Ofuurr  Iluntfr^  C.   8.  Nn-^ry^  to   ChmviandiT  Brvnt^ 

poelti<^n  to  atmmand  the  oltHructiwis  off  Ft^rt  Jack^ion. 

SavaxNAH,  Xffvembcr  10^  JSO^. 
Be  plea.sed  to  proceed  with  the  Savnnmjh  under  3'our  command  to 
a  safe  anchorage  near  the  ol>e;truetions  otT  Fort  »Iack.son.  with  vour 
Iwitter}' commanding  said  obstructions.  Be  vigilant  and  in  readiness 
to  get  underway  at  the  shortest  notice  and  to  proceed  to  any  point 
most  eli^il)le  to  support  the  forts  below. 
Very  resfXictluUy, 

Wm.  W.  Huvtob. 
Flatf-Officcr^  Commanding  ^\ff.otit» 

Commander  T.  W,  Brent,  C»  S.  Navy, 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter^  C.  S.  Nat*y,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard^ 
C.  S.  Ncmt^  commandi/ng  O,  8.  S.  Macon ,  to  cf)operate  mith  Major- 
General  McLawa^  O,  S.  Army. 

Savannah,  Novemher  19^  186J^. 
In  compliance  with  an  urgent  request  of  Major-Gcneral  L.  McLaws, 
Provisional  Army  0.  S. ,  you  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  with  the  Macon 
under  your  command  to  the  place  designated  in  the  accompanying 
extract  of  a  letter  from  General  McLaws.  You  will  please  use  all 
vigilance  and  care  in  guarding  against  a  surprise  from  the  enemy,  and 
cooperate  with  the  army  to  best  effect  the  object  i*equested  by  Major- 
General  McLaws,  Provisional  Army  C  S. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunteh, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C  S., 

Cammanding  Confederate  Steatner  Macon. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Kennard^  V.  H.  Nany^  commanding  C.  S.  S. 
Maco-n,  regarding  the  impossibility  if  furnishing  n  nightly  gxuird 
boat. 

0.  S.  S.  Macon, 
Mmith  of  Herb  liiver,  JVovi^ther  20,  186^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  and 
in  compliance  with  General  McLaws's  request,  I  have  anchored  at  this 
point.  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  represent  to  General  McLaws  the 
impossibility,  with  my  present  limited  number  of  officers,  of  sending 
out  nightly,  as  desired  by  him,  a  guard  boat  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  up  a  proper  vigilance  on  board  my  vessel  ?  Two  of  the  officers 
of  tne  vessel  are  sick  on  shore.  Even  with  a  full  complement  of  offi- 
cers on  board,  this  would  be  a  difficult  thine  to  do,  it  being  necessary 
and  the  regulationn  requiring  that  two  of  tneni  shall  be  sent  in  the 
boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .ser^'ant. 

J.  S.  Kknnard, 
Lientt-nant^  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Cmnmanding  Naval  Forcvi*  AflfKit. 


S/j<!cial  order  of  Major- OeneralJunt's,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Chief  Emjineer 
Tomb,  C.  S.  Nai*y,  to  proceed  to  Augusta,  Ga.^for  duty  in  testing 
torpeao  boats. 

Headquarters  District  of  South  Caiiolina, 

Charleston.,  S.  C,  A'orembcr  'JJ,  186^. 
J.  H.  Tomb,  chief  engineer,  C  S.  S.  Chicora.  having  repoiled  at 
these  headauarters  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  Flag-Officer 
Tucker,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Augusta,  Gu.,  tmd  carry  into 
execution  the  special  instructions  given  him  by  the  mujor-geneml 
commanding. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Sam  Jones: 

OuAS.  S.  Stkin<jfelix>w, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Tomb. 
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Hunter^  C\  S*  Navy^  requt^^titifj  an  hitfri^mt^, 

HEAT>QUARTKRfi» 

Commodore:  T  dcMiiv  to  hiivn  im  intrrviow  with  you  in  leferouce  to 
tho  dofon.sfi  of  Savannuh,  and  would  be  pIosNcd  to  hiive  vou  c^ull  und 
_       see  me  during  the  duv-     If  not  roiivi'uii'nt,  und  you  will  niiuu:'.  tbc 
B       pla<*e  and  hour,  1  Hhall  do  uiyHelf  the  plcasnrr  of  railing  u|>on  you. 
H         You  will  find  nio  at  thv  harnuks. 
^t  Ver3-  re.sp*.'ctfu]lv,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^L  W.  .T.  Hakdkk, 

^^^  Commodore  IIuntek. 

H      Ord*.'r  of  Flay-  OJi^'tr  Ifunter^  C.  S.  Nmyy,  t4)  Lietitejitint  K»  umirtl^ 
H  t\  A'.  Ntioy^  amitfiandmff   O.  S.  S.  Macmt,  h  proceed  U*  Sarymna/t 

H         lait/wui  tUlay. 

B  Savannah,  ^rx-cm^w  ^7,  I^&4* 

M         Proocpd  to  Savannah  at  the  very  earliest  moment  with  the  .\/<Ufoi. 
W       Be  in  roadinc8H  to  u>scend  the  Savannah  Hiver  with  fuel,  vtr.     Krport 
to  Die  at  Savannah  for  3'our  ia»truction8.      Do  this  with  all  diHimtvii. 
Ke;*ixictfully, 

Wm.  \V.  Hunter, 
Khfi-Ojft^rr^  Cwnmanding  AfltxU. 

Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard.  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


ler  of  Fl<iy-()jfftccr  Ifunter^  C*  S,  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Kennard-^ 
?.  S.  jV(ivy.comt/itmdi/if/  C\  S,  S.  Maam^  to  proceed  U>  duty  in  the 
/«.«..„«/.  ».-.....   in  cooperation  with  the  army. 


OnL 

Savann^ih  JUver 


Savannah,  Novcmh*:r  -37,  JSG^ 
Tou  will,  with  all  di-spatch,  proceed  with  the  Ma<vm  under  your 
command  up  the  Savanniin  Kiver  t^>  the  vicinity  of  the  iiiiKvay  bridge 
of  the  fSavannali  and]  Charleston  Kjiilway.  Defend  iliat  bridge  if 
neeesHary.  Be  in  readiness  with  fuel  (reserving  your  coal  a.s  nmcli  as 
possible)  to  patr(.)l  the  Sa\annah  Kiver.  always  read^'  for  a  move,  and 
alert,  for  any  service.  Cooperate  witli  the  army,  exercising  vourljest 
judgment  in  that  service  for  the  interest  of  the  cause.  I  will  furnish 
you  with  Mr.  T.  N.  Philiwt  as  a  pilot  when  I  see  yon.  Lieutenant- 
General  ilardce  desires  too  service  alx)ve  stated,  and  I  know  no  officer 
to  whom  it  can  be  better  confided. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunteh, 
FUtg-Qffc^r^  Commanding  Afl^xjtt» 

Lieut.  Comdg.  ^.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

H  w  ft— VOL  lt>- 30 
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Order  of  Fl<nj-  Officer  ITuntet*^  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commmder  Brent^ 
C,  S.  Navy,  commutiding  C.  S.  ironclad  Savannah^  to  make  requisi- 
tion for  canteens  a/nd  haversacks. 

Savannah,  November  ^8^  186J^ 
Be  pleased  to  make  a  requisition  as  soon  as  possible  for  a  haversack 
and  canteen  for  every  officer  and  man  of  your  command,  and  submit 
the  same  to  me  for  approval. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flay-  Officer,  Cmmna/ndiny  Afloat, 

CoMDG.  Officer  Confederate  Steamer  Savannah. 

Sent  to  commanding  officers  of  all  the  vessels  of  the  Savannah 
Squadron. 

Order  of  Flay- Officer  Hunter,   C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  CameSj 
C  S.  Navy,  to  ass mne  command  of  the  O.  S.  S,  Sainpaon. 

Savannah,  November  S9j  186^.. 
You  are  hereby  detached  from  ,the  Confederate  steamer  Saminnah 
and  will  assume  command  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Sampson^  reliev- 
ing Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  B.  Mills,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  now 
in  command  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Sampsmi. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Offi^er^  CommanMny  Afloat. 

First  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Carnes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Hunter,  G.  S.  Nany,  to  Lieutenant  Games,  C.  S. 
Na/vy,  commanding  G.  S.  S.  Sampson,  to  prepare  that  vessel  for 
immediate  service. 

Savannah,  November  S9, 186^ 
Be  pleased  to  have  the  Sampson,  under  your  command,  well  sup- 
plied with  fuel  (wood)  and  be  m  readiness  in  every  respect  with  not 
less  than  one  month'^  provisions  for  immediate  service,  and  report  her 
condition,  as  above  directed,  as  soon  as  possible  to  me. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

First  Lieutenant  Wm.  W.  Carnes,  Provisional  Navy  C  S., 
Co7mna/nding  Confederate  Steamer  Sampson. 
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Order  of  Flnff-();ffii:er  ffunUr^  C.  S,  .Vrt/7/,  to  (hmmmi^rr  lirent^  C.  S. 
.^rt»»y,  fYttnrnandimj  O,  *S.  troncla//  Sm^anjioh,  rfrjardlny  the j>lacintj 
of  torpedoes. 

Savankah,  No^^emfter  iSP,  186^, 
Please  assign  a  few  men  to  First  Lieutenant  S.  II.  MrAdam,  Pro- 

k visional  Navy  C  S.,  for  temporary  duty  in  plrtcinjr  torpedooH. 
Reejxx^tfully,  '  Wm.  \V,  FlL'NTKit, 

2*Vtnj'  OjfictTj  Commanding  j\foaL 
[Couintandcr  T.  W.  Brent], 
I  Conifiiandhuj  Confedt^ritif  SUaimr  Savannah, 

Letter  from  Li4rtUenanUGm€ral  Jlardee^  O.  S.  Arm/y^  to  Fh^-Offaer\ 
Hunter^  C.  S.  jVaoy.  makim  engirt/  retjardhig  orders  (/ivcn  to  t/ie 
a  S.  S.  Macon, 
I  HEATXiUAItTKBS, 

'  SaiHX7inah^  (Ja.^  Aru'emhtrr  ^0, 

Commodokk:  I  di'sire  t^  know  whothor  the  ^fa<*m  has  yet  paaaed 
the  bridge,  atul  wbethor  the  order  for  her  to  patrol  tlie  river  ad  hiy^h 
up  as  possible  has  Ikm'h  eoinniunieatt^d  to  her  commnnder  through  yoti. 
Ver}'  reiipcctfully,  your  obedient  nervimt, 

W.  .f.  Hardee, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
Commodore  IIuntkr, 

Flag-  O0<^er,  Commanding  Afo^it. 


L 


hdter  from  Flag-Offiwr  Hunter^  C*  8.  Nhity^  to  Lieutenant' Genend 
ITard.i't\C.  A^.  Amu/ J  regarding  the  mtrpcments  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Maco7i 
in  the  Saismnah  Hiver. 

Savanxah,  yoremfH'r  ^9^  iSGj^. 
In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day  I  send  3'ou  a  copy  of  niy  orders  to 
the  roinrnander  of  the  Mawn,     Trie  Macon  pa.s.sod  up  the  Savannah 
River  thi.s  rnoruinf,'.     I  have  had  no  means  of  iearniug  how  far  she  has 
.  aacended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ho,  very  resijeetfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Fl^tj- Officer,  Commanding  Ajfoat^  Savujiruth  Sguitdron. 

Lieutenant-Geueral  W.  J.  Haudee,  Provisional  Army  C.  8. 

rEncluvure.l 

Savannah,  Nm)end}er  ^d,  Ise^—Hp.  m. 
T  have  reeeivedyour  report  by  Mr.  Hall  and  approv*-  what  you  hjive 
done.  Lieutenant-G<?neral  Hardee  requests  me  t<j  diiert  you  to  patrol 
the  Savannah  Kiver  above  the  briflge  as  far  us  you  can  with  safety  to 
the  Macau.  Take  i-sire  of  your  vessel,  endeavor  to  prevent  the  enemy 
crossing  the  Savainiah  River,  and  defend  the  bridge  if  necessary. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag- Officer,  Onnmanding  Afloat. 

Lieut  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

P.  S. — H  you  find  that  you  can  not  ascend  the  river  with  safety  to 
your  vessel,  keep  your  position  at  the  bridge. 

W.  W.  H.,  Pto\\?>\om\'&wr^  v:.."^. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Kennard,  C.  S.  Namf^  conmumding  C.  8.  S. 
Macon,  regarding  th4H)mltionof  that  vessel  in  the  Savannah  River, 

C.  S.  S.  Macon, 
Savannah  River,  Bridge  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  R.  R. , 

November  29,  186 j^ 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  your 
instrut^tions,  I  have  taken  position  at  this  bridge,  and  am  fully  pre- 
]mred  to  defend  it  on  either  hand.  It  was  General  Hardee's  desire 
that  I  should  cruise  between  the  femes  above.  You  will  please  say 
to  him  that  Captain  Philpot,  much  to  my  disappointment,  tefls  me  that 
at  the  present  stage  of  water  in  the  river  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Macon  to  get  as  high  up  as  even  the  first  of  these,  toe  Sister's.  He 
thinks  that  the  Isondiga  would  be  able  to  ascend  as  high  as  the  second, 
Hudson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Kennabd, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Flag-Ofticcr  W.  W.  IIuntek, 

Conwumding  Naval  Forces  Afloat. 


Order  of  Fhtq-Offimr  llnnter,  O.  S.  Navg^  to  Commander  Brent,  C.  8, 
Navy,  co/nmajiding  C,  S.  ironclad  Sa/vannah, 

Savannah,  N&vendmr  29,  186^ 
Proceed  with  the  Savannah  under  your  command  to  Savannah,  and 
report  to  me  with  your  chief  pilot. 
Respectfully, 

"Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Offi-cer,  Commanding  Afloat, 
[Commander  T.  W.  Bkent], 

Commanding  Vonfed.€ixiti:  Steamer  Savannah. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Tattiwll,  C  S.  Navy,  to  Flag -Officer  Hunter, 
C.  A  Navy,  requesting  asttistanee  m  the  removal  of  the  MtUedgeviUe 
and  naval  stores  to  a  place  of  mfety. 

C.  S.  Naval  Station,  Commandant's  Office, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  November  29,  186^. 
Sik:  Having  some  time  since  transferred  to  the  squadron  under 
your  command  the  steamer  iSampsoti,  the  only  vessel  that  was  avail- 
able as  a  towboat  or  tug,  and  having  now  decided,  in  view  of  the 
reported  approach  of  the  enemy  toward  the  city,  to  remove  the  Mil- 
leageville  from  WiUink's  wharf,  as  well  as  all  the  naval  stores  here,  to 
a  point  of  probable  safety,  1  have  to  call  upon  you  for  such  assistance 
as  you  can  render  in  towing  that  vessel  to  the  point  where  you  intend 
to  remove  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

I  also  suggest  that  vou  make  requisitions  at  once  for  one  month's 
supplies  for  the  squadron,  as  I  intend  to  have  all  the  naval  and  ord- 
nance stores  on  hand  removed  as  soon  as  practicalile. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JosiAii  Tattnall, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Station, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Oommandmg  C  S,  Namd  Forces  Afloat,  Savannah,  Ga. 
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_  ierftmn.  Flag- Officer  Ihmtei\  C,  S.  JSmyy,  to  FUiq-Offirer  TaifmU, 
C  S.  Navu^  Tt'tijxmdiuij  tn  f\:y^icjit  rnjttTdlnu  (ru  reim^rfd  of  tho 
MUi^^eiyiii^  ana  naval  «toritt  to  a  jtlave  ofm/dy* 

Savanwah,  ^oi^ejfther  SO^  186^. 

In  rcplv  to  your  Ip.ttor  nf  Oio  29tb  inr^tjtnt  in  ivlatiun  to  the  fcmovul 
of  the  M^lh'tigri'itlt\  1  would  Htate  (hut  J  will  r«»nder  you  i>V4»it  jiAsist- 
anee  at  my  dispoHul  in  t^iwin^^  thw  ^f^Ihil<ft^:ri^e. 

Tho  pilofs  hiivc  informed  nn'  that  thp  C'.  S.  S.  Sticnnnah  i-an  not  )>e 
taken  up  the  Smvannuli  Kiver  at  any  (+(ato  of  tide,  i  therefore  ran 
not  remove  her  above  Savannah.  Lieutenant-General  llnrdee  ha.s 
demanded  the  serviees  of  the  ^lactm  and  hondUni.  The  foru»er  i8 
patrollinc  the  Savannah  River  above  the  [Savannah  and]  CharloMton 
liailwayliridge,  and  the  latter,  viz,  tlie  Imndigay  he  prote.stei  ag-ainst 
l>einK  removed  from  jfuardin^  the  bridge  near  CaustonV  Blufl".  Tlie 
RiHoinfe  is  up  the  Savannah  River  ji^etting  fuel  for  the  squjwlron. 
Should  it  beeomo  neccj-aary  to  rouiovo  the  Samjmm^  Htfioltttt.,  and 
Firefly  from  Savannah.  I  expect  to  aseend  the  Savannah  River  with 
these,  and  the  MilhtiijfriNt  may  be  towed  in  that  direction  as  far  as 
her  draft  of  water  will  admit.  I  have  jj^iven  directions  to  the  eo:n- 
manding  officer  of  each  vgrscI  of  tho  Savannah  Stiuadron  to  provide 
their  conimand.s  with  one  month's  supply  of  providiouH. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Fla<j'Offi<'er^  Ci*invmnding  Aputt, 

Flag-Officer  Josun  Tattnaix,  C.  S.  Nayy, 


Order  of  Flaff-Offici-r  Hunter^  V.  ^,  ^iavy^  to  C'Ommnnd<.-r  Brent^  C.  S, 
AWy,  coiiwiandijKj  C.  S.  rrmichid  Sti'vanmih^  i<t  a^ttuinejMmlion  tiear 
the  entrance  to  the  camd  in  Savannah  Hh^er. 

Savajwaii,  November  SO,  1864, 
Be  pleased  to  proceed  with  the  Savannah  under  your  oomniand  to 
a  ixwition  in  tlic  Savannah  River  near  the  entrance  of  the  [Ofjeerhee] 
Canal,  where  your  battery  will  best  command  thnt  j><>sitlon.  This 
position  is  dcsi;jnate<l  by  Lieutenant-Geueral  Hardee.  lie  in  readiness 
m  every  respect  for  the  best  services  of  your  command  theiv;  also  be 
in  readiness  to  move  to  any  other  p()int  as  i>romptly*  a.s  jxissilde.  ShouM 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  Hejmrato  me  from  yon,  exercise  your 
best  jud^uent  for  the  time  being,  in  cooperation  witJi  the  mihtarv 
authorities. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Fla<i-Offi4^r^  Oonunmidinif  Afloat, 

[Commander  T.  W.  Beent,] 

Vfrniinandkuj  Confederate.  Steamer  SwtHinnah, 

P.  S. — The  uaWgation  bein^f-  critical  for  your  dmft  of  water,  plea.se 
be  very  careful  to  keep  your  ve-ssel  at  all  time**  adoat 
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Rej)ort  of  ConiTnander  Brent^  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C,  S,  irondad 
Savannah,  Te<jardln<j  the  position  assunirid  hy  that  veasd  in  Savannuh 
River. 

C.  S.  S.  Savannah, 
Savamuih  JUrrr,  Dvcemher  1,  ISOJf, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  proceeded 
y^esterday  morning  with  the  Savannah  under  my  command  to  the  posi- 
tion indiciited  by  you  near  the  entrance  of  the  canal  [OgeocheeJ.  1 
mooi*ed  stem  and  stern,  there  Injing  no  room  to  swing  on  account  of  the 
narrowness  of  the  chaimel. 

My  battery  (commands  the  canal  at  a  portion  of  the  approach  by  rail- 
road. 1  think  the  position  a  good  one,  and  the  l>e9t  I  could  occupy, 
having  regard  to  tlic  nocossarv  draft  of  water,  but  the  guns»  at  low 
water,  can  not  })e  elevated  to  cletir  the  banks  of  the  river,  or  hardly 
even  at  half  tide.  It  is  a  very  serious  disadvantage  attending  the  posi- 
tion, and  I  see  no  remedy  for  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  W.  Brent, 

Omnmander. 
Flag-OfBcer  AV.  W.  Hunter, 

CohiiHandimj  Afloat. 


letter  from  Lieutenant- General  Ifard<e^  C.  S.  Army,  to  J^tag-Oifi<^er 

Ifunter,aS.N  ^   .,     ,       .     .     -. 

ironclad  Savani 


T  vvi,    _/  .  .•.-.^^...   .^.<.w.....i.      ^-^..w".       ^^..f.i-i..,       ^,.      ,.j.     Ji./   ..-y,     <r.      J       .«y       vj/fl.  l  » 

Hunter,  C.  S.  Nana,  uryimj  jproteetion  of  railroad  bridge  hy  the  V.  S. 

tmah. 


Savannah,  December  S,  186^. 
Commot>ore;  If  the  gunboat  Savannah  is  lightened,  could  she  not 
be  gotten  up  to  the  iiiilroad  bridge?     I  urn  anxious  about  the  protec- 
tion of  that  structure,  and  think  if  you  could  get  the  Savannah  up 
there  it  would  be  entirely  safe. 

You  will  please  conununioatc  your  views  on  the  subject,  and  oblige, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee. 

Li  cut  vnant- General, 
Connnodorc  Hunter, 

Vfnniaanding  Aflrnft,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  ^'ary^  to  Lieutenant- General 
Hardee,  V.  S.  Army,  offtfring  the  V,  S.  S.  J/aeon  for  the  pr<>tvcti<m 
of  the  railroad  hridye. 

Savannah,  Dtcmdhr  -J^  186^. 
In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day,  I  have  to  inform  vou  that  the 
Sava?iJtah  can  not  be  lightened  sufficiently  to  be  gotten  uu  tlic  Savannah 
Ri\'er  to  the  railway  bridge.  The  Macon  is  at  SisttM-'s  Ft^rry.  If  you 
will  enable  me  to  communicate  with  her  she  can  resunu'  Iht  sUition  at 
the  bridge  and,  I  doubt  not,  eifectually  defend  it. 
very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-Offlcer,  Commanding  Afloat, 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


471 


L^ter  fi'om  lAntt^nnni- General  JTntfhes  ^'.  ^.  ArtnVy  U}  Fhig'()fic^>T 
Hviifrr^  C.  S.  Natyy^  rajardimj  orders  to  ?tf  hfnteu  U»  tlw  C.  S.  S. 
Macon, 

Hkadquakters, 
tSavantin/t ^  December  S^  1S6J^, 
Commodore;   If  tho  Macon  is  at  SinterV  Ferry  I  do  not  wish  it 
moved,  unless  it  i«  compelled  to  fall  l)ack.     In  that  ease  I  desire  that 
it  will  take  [Ktsilion  til  tne  milmjwl  bridge. 

A'ery  resptetfully.  3'our  obecUcnt  servant, 

W.  J.  Hardee. 

L'Uutemuit-  (it'iutaL 
Coniuiodore  Hunter, 

Commamling^  efc. 

Please  give  orders  for  the  Mac*m  to  asoend  the  river  us  high  as 
Bostoti  berrv,  if  posi*il)le,  and  to  patrol  the  ri>er  between  those 
uoiiibt.     1  will  forward  your  orders  by  courier. 

W.J.  H. 


Ortler  of  Fhi(j-  Offi^ej-  irtmtn\  C.  S,  Ntivtf^  to  Comnuitidfr  Brent,  C.  S, 
Naoy^  Ofmiiiandiny  C,  S.  ironclad  Savanmth^  tn  assume  position 
dettipiated  by  Li^utenaiU- General  Uard^,  C  S.  Army, 

Savaxxah,  Dt'cenihei'  5,  186J^* 
Be  pleased  to  take  »ueh  position  with  the  Sovnmuih^  under  your 
command,  an  may  be  desijjnated  by  Lioutennnt-General  W.  J.  Hardee, 
Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  uning  your  discretion  to  keep  her  afloat  and 
ready  to  move.  It  is  deemed  liy  Liouteuant-CJeneml  Flaitlee  that  you 
may  render  very  es.sential  sonicc  connected  with  his  defenije  of 
SavaunHJi,  nnd  1  know  of  no  oHicer  to  whom  thin  tru^t  can  be  better 
coutided. 

Very  respectfully, 

\Vm.  W.  HujrrER, 
Flag- Officer^  Coinmandinfj  Afloai-, 

Commander  T.  W.  Brent,  C.  8.  Navy, 

Cmnimmdiny  Conf^erate  Steamer  Savannah. 


Letter  fr^yju  Flag-Offi.cer  Ilunier^  C.  S.  Savi/^  to  Lieitienant' General 
IIardtt\  C  S.  Ar/ny,  regarding  the  /xmtton  desirefl  ftr  the  ('.  S. 
ironclad  Savannah. 

Savaxnaic,  December  i,  1H6^. 
The  position  which  you  designated  for  the  C  S.  S.  Sa^mnnah  v%\n  not 
\«i  reached  by  that  vesHel,  owing  to  her  draft  of  water. 
Very  rcHpcctfuUy, 

Wm.  W.  HlTNTER, 

Flag-Cyffieer^  i^ominuntUng  Afloat; 
Lieutenant-General  W.  .1.  Hardee,  Provinioual  Army  C.  S. 

P,  8. — Herewith  \a  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  her  commander  on  that 
subject. 
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IEnclo8urp.] 

C.  S.  S.  Savannah, 
Savann<ih  Rivei\  December  J,  186^^ 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  1  waited  upon  General 
Hardee,  in  company  with  the  chief  pilot  of  this  ship,  and  I  regret  to 
inform  you  that  the  position  in  whicn  he  desires  this  ship  to  be  placed 
can  not  be  reached  by  her  on  account  of  her  too  great  draft  of  water. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  W.  Brent, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Ordei'  of  Flag- Officer  Hunter,  0,  S.  Navy  ^  to  Lieutenant  Ke^nard^C.  8. 
Navy^  commanding  C  S.  S.  Macmt,  regardhig  objects  to  be  effected  by 
that  vessel  in  the  Savannah  Ri/ver. 

Savannah,  Decetnber  5,  186^.. 
The  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railway  Bridge  at  the  Savannah  River 
is  a  very  important  point  to  defend,  and,  should  it  become  necessary, 
endeavor  to  oe  in  position  there  to  defend  it.  In  order  to  do  so,  and 
also  to  patrol  the  Savannah  River,  watch  carefully  the  state  of  the  river, 
and  do  not  be  caught  aground  or  be  cut  off  from  the  position  at  the 
bridge.  If  the  state  of  the  river  will  admit,  patrol  the  river  as  high 
up  as  Boston  Ferry.  Keep  your  vessel  below  the  enemy  in  force,  so 
as  not  to  be  cut  off  from  the  bridge.  To  an  officer  so  intelligent  a« 
yourself  I  need  not  say  more.  These  are  the  objects  which  Lieutenant- 
General  W.  J.  Hardee  has  just  communicated  verbally  to  me  he  desires* 
to  be  effected  by  your  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

"Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
FJag-Offi<:et\  Cmnmanding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennakd,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Maeon. 

P.  S. — Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee  has  perused  these  orders, 
and  will  transmit  them  to  you  by  courier. 

W.  W.  H.,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Ihmter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- Oeneral 
McLawH^  C.  S.  Anny^  7'ef/iienti/ig  th^?  release  fff  Lieutenan t  McAdam, 
C.  S.  Navij^froni  temporai'y  service  in  placing  torpedoe^'i. 

Savannah,  December  J,  186^. 
Learning  that  Captain  Ducat  has  recently  reported  to  you  for  sub- 
marine duty,  and  requiring  most  urgently  the  service  of  Lieutenant 
McAdam,  Provisional  Navy,  C.  S.,  at  this  juncture  to  perform  his  duty 
as  the  executive  officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Isondiga^  1  would  ask  that  you 
relinquish  his  further  services  for  which  he  hits  been  teniporarily 
assigned  in  connection  with  the  army. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AV.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-Officei'^  Commandimj  Afloat. 

Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  0.  S. 
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Heai>quaktrhs,  Sai^nnah. 
Captain  Ducat  knows  nothing  whatever  a^K>^lt  puttinj^  torpedoes  in 
the  water.  Lieutenant  McAdain  is  skilled  in  the  openition.  and  has  n 
Iwmt'H  crew  now  trained  in  tho  liusiiioss,  and  if  ho  is  romovod  it  Mill  be 
nece.ssary  from  that  raiisc  alono  to  dinponH**  with  tiny  further  use  of 
toi*pedoeM,  as  himself  and  crew  are  the  onlv  por}^on^  in  the  district  of 
Georgia,  to  my  knowledge,  who  know  auytiiing  about  theni. 

L.  McLaws, 
Major-  Gtmeraly  Cmo  winding. 


Order 


"der  of  Flag-Officer  Hunter^  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Com  man 
C\  S.  Nuft/^  commandmtf  V.  S,  iron^nd  bavunnaJi,  tu  *t 
tUmfat  (1m  defence,  of  t/ffstruetiom  near  Fort  Jackucnt. 


der   Brent ^ 


SavanKAH,  December  (?,  /5tf^ 
Lieutcnant-Gi^neral  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  liav- 
ing  informed  me  that  the  position  oif  the  ASaviinnoh^  w-liieh  you  now 
0(,vupy  at  his  instiiiiee.  is  an  ineligihle  one.  you  will  be  pleased  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Stiv>uitnih  near  Fort  Jurkson.  Take  the  best  position 
for  the  defen«c  of  the  obstructions  there.  Be  in  readiness  to  move  at 
the  shortest  notice  where  the  services  of  the  Savanruih  may  be  most 
required. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  TTunter, 
Fitig-OJiv^r,  (\/mmand!/u/  AjltHit. 

Commander  T.  W.  Brknt,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Coimiujttdlug  Confederate  Siaamer  Sawinrmh. 


Leiter  fnrm  Lietttetmni-  General  Hardee,  (?.  S.  Army^  to  FUig-  Officer 
Hunter^  C.  S.  N(wy,  reqitesting  an  hitenyiete. 

Savannah,  December  7",  /56*4. 
Sib:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  recpio^ts  to  see  you  at  his  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  scr^'ant, 

T.  B.  Roy, 
AmiMaiit  Adjutant'OefMfrnl, 
Comiuodoro  Hunter. 

[EDtloraemeut.] 

General  Hardee  this  day  ur^os  the  removal  of  the  floating  battery 
Oef^rgia  to  the  railway  bridge  over  the  Savannah  River. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Afloat. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Hunter,  C,  S.  Navy,  to  Zietitenant  &iraihiney, 
C  S.  Navy^  commanding  C,  S,  ironclad  Ge^>rgia^  (o  anifume  a  poMttinn 
for  the  protection  of  the  Savatinah  and  Charleston  Railway  Bt^dge. 

Savannah,  December  S,  186^ 
My  oi*der  of  vestorday  to  you  for  the  removal  of  the  Geoiyta  ia 
hereby   annulled.     You   will,   however,  at   tVxe  ux^-awV  ^"KcmmA  ^V 
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Lieutenant-General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S.,  proceed 
with  the  Georgi-a  to  the  milway  bridge  of  the  Savannah  and  Charles- 
ton Railway  over  the  Savannah  River,  take  the  best  position  to  defend 
said  bridge,  and  defend  it  by  every  means  in  your  power. 

Bo  in  reaidiness  to  use  your  battery  for  the  defense  of  either  way  of 
passing  the  bridge  with  two  guns  on  each  side  the  Geoiyta.  The 
steamers  Beauregard  and  Ida  arc  directed  to  tow  your  vessel,  and  the 
commander  of  the  steamer  Jeff  Damn  will  report  to  you  for  service  in 
aiding  you  to  accomplish  this  order.  She  may  be  assigned  the  duty 
of  taking  up  your  anchors  and  planting  them  where  you  will  require 
them  to  be  placed.  Pilot  Austin  will  report  to  3'ou  for  dut}'  in  the 
execution  of  these  orders.  Keep  your  vessel,  if  pos:iiible,  off  the 
ground,  and  ^et  her  safely  to  your  station.  Geneml  Hardee  deems 
the  service  with  which  you  are  charged  of  the  very  first  importance. 
Your  main  object  will  be  to  get  the  Georgia  safely  to  command  the 
bridge.  Do  not  keep  the  Ida  and  Beamwgm'd  or  Jeff  Davis  longer 
than  necessary,  as  the  services  of  these  boats  are  in  very  great  demand 
for  armv  purposes.  Have  an  anchor  or  heavy  kedge  ready  for  letting 
go  at  all  times  to  hold  your  vessel. 

I  send  you  hawsers  and  such  rope  as  I  can  procure  for  tow  lines, 
fasts,  etc. ;  these  are  to  be  kept  safely  and  returned  to  the  naval  service. 

The  officers  commanding  the  steamers  named  have  knowledge  of 
the  river  to  the  bridge.  Take  counsel  of  them  and  effect  the  object 
of  this  order  as  saSly  and  as  soon  as  possible.  Report  the  result 
to  me. 

Ver3'  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
F1<ig- Officer,  Comnumding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Commanding  W.  Gwathmey,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

C<mwui7iding  Floating  Battery  Georgia. 


Order  of  Flag-Office^^  Hunter.,  C.  S.  JVaiu/^  to  the  comma-nding  officer 
€.  S.  S.  Firefly^  to  report  for  duty  to  C'a^ptain  Neely.,  C.  S.  Army., 
for  cooperation  in  picket  servim. 

Savannah,  Decemher  H^  1864. 
Report  to  Captain  T.  W.  Neely,  quartermaster,  forthwith,  that  you 
will,  m  conjunction  M'ith  your  regular  duties  of  conmumicatiou  and 
supply  of  the  squadron,  also  relieve  the  pickets  on  the  seveial  river 
batteries,  on  his  furnishing  you  fuel  for  this  service.  You  will  there- 
fore execute  this  duty  with  promptitude  and  dispatch. 
Rosijectfull^', 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Fi^ig-Offi^'er^  Omtinauding  Afloat. 

[Master's  Mate  Skinner], 

Commanding  C  jS.  /S.  Firejly. 
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Letter  from- Lieutenant- General  Hnrd^^  C,  S.  Armi/^  to  Fla<f-f}ffirfr 
Iluntcr^  C.  S,  y^avy^  regardimj  tfie  C,  S,  Irmiclad  Geonjia, 

Heaixjuaktrrs, 
Smjanfiah^  Ga>^  December  0,  ISGJf. 
I  am  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  to  enquire  whether 
you  have  rceeived  infonnation  of    the   arrival  or  otherwine  of   the 
Gettrtjla  at  the  hritlgje. 

Very  p'siuM-tfuMv,  your  ol»edient  sprvant, 

T.  B.  lioY. 
Anjtistatit  AJjuiiint-  Geitentl^ 
Fhig-Oflifpr  Hunter, 

Commandiiuf  Afffitt^  Soiftnnah,  Ga. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter^  C,  S.  Nai*^^  to  Lieuiimatit-  General 
Ilardeey  t\  S.  Army^  regarding  the  delayed  arrival  of  the  C.  S,  irmi- 
elml  Oeorrjia. 

Savannah,  December  9^  186^. 
The  Getirtjiii  has  not  yei  renrhed  Savannah  on  her  way  to  tlte  bridjre. 
Kvery  measure  ha«  been  tjiken  to  dispatch  her.     Her  progresH  to  the 
brid^'e  will  be  very  hIow  and  uncertain. 
Hcspcctfully, 

Wm.  W.  Huntek, 
LHag- Officer^  Commanding  Afioat, 
T.  B.  ^Y, 

Aasutant  Adjutant- General-^  Hardee^s  Staff. 


; 


Repwt  of  Lieutenant  Gwathmey^  C.  S,  Nam^^  oommanding  C.  S.  iron- 
elai  Georgia^  regarding  t/it:  delayed  movement  of  that  vessel, 

C.  S.  S.  Gkorgia,  December  9,  1864. 
Sir:  Owing  to  the  stonny  weather,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
pilot,  I  have  roucluded  not  to  move  the  ve-^sel  to-day.     I  shall  Re  ready 
to-morrow  at  the  earliest  moment,  if  tlu^  weather  should  subside. 

This  will  l>e  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Austin,  the  pilot,  who  will  make 
all  necessjiry  explanation  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   GWATHilET, 

Lif'tttenant^  Commanding. 
Flftg-Offieer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Ommnanding  A/hnii. 
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Order  of  Flag -Offset  Hunter^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Carries^  C,  S. 
iVflwy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sampson,  to  he  in  readiness  Jbr  mom- 
m-erU  up  the  Savannah  Hiver. 

Savannah,  December  9,  186j^ 
Be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning  up  the  Savannah 
River.     Have  your  pilot  on  board  at  all  times.     Be  in  readiness  for 
service  in  every  respect, 
Respectiully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Fl<ig-  Officer^  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Oomdg.  W.  W.  Carnes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  commanding  officer  of  C.  S.  S. 
Hesolute.] 

Order  of  th^  Secretary  of  the  Nam/  to  Flag-  Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S. 
Nafffy^fitr  the  deatruction  of  Confederate  property  in  case  of  thefaU 
of  Savaniiah. 

Richmond,  December  10,  186J^ 
(Via  courier  from  Hardeeville.) 
Should  Savannah  fall,  do  not  permit  our  vessels  under  construction, 
or  any  of  the  public  property  in  your  charge,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.     Destroy  everything  when  necessary  to  prevent  this. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretmy  of  the  Namy. 
Giptain  Josiah  Tattnall, 

Commanding  Station. 


Letter  from  Briaadier- General  Ande^mon,  C.  S.  Army  ^  to  Fl-ag- Officer 
Hunter^  C.  S.  Navy,  rapiesting  infortnation  regarding  reported 
advance  (f  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 
Hardeeville,  Decemler  11, 186^ — 7:j^52>-  ^• 
1  am  directed  by  Lieutenaut-Geueral  Wheeler,  commanding  cavalry 
corps,  to  learn  what  your  instructions  and  orders  are.     I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  a  dispatch  just  received,  and  beg  that  you  will  inform  me 
by  return  of  courier  whether  you  have  any  knowledge  of  the  facts 
therein  stated;  and  if  they  should  prove  to  be  true,  wnat  action  you  - 
propose  to  take. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei"\'ant, 

R.  H.  Anderson, 
Briyadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Officer  Commanding  C.  S.  Steamer, 

At  Savannah  and  Charlestmi  Railrond  Bridge. 

[Encloiure.] 

Camp  Allen,  December  11,  \186J^. 
Snt:  Mr.  D.  Heywood  has  just  come  from  the  river  swamp  and 
reports  that  the  enemy  at*e  on  Argyle  Island  in  great  numbers,  and 
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;ire  crassinp  the  [SHVuniuili]  River  on  this  nide.     Another  gentleman 
hae  just  come  up  iind  <*oniirm8  the  first  report. 
Very  respectful  Ij-, 

tl.  M.  Gbec^rie, 
Lieutetuint,  Commanding  Company  6'. 
R.  M.  Fuller* 

Acting  Adjntant. 


iter  from    Fhw-Ojk'er  Ilunier^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  Brigntiit^r- General 
Anaenon^  C.  S.  Army^  reporting  the  (iestructimi  of  roih*o(id  hrldge. 

Savannah  [and  Oharlrston]  Rah^way  Dkiook, 

Becefhber  IL  186^—10  o.  m. 
I  have  received  your  note  dated  Hardeeville,  lltli  Dcccm}>er,  1S04. 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  Tnovcments  about  Arj;fvh'  Island, 
I  have  just  destroyed  tlie  Siiviinmih  ruilway  >jnd{i:i'  by  Hrc.und  I  will 
prot^oea  at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  defend  the  right  of  the  line  of  defenses 
of  Savannah. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
^43tg-Officer,  Commanding  AJfiMil. 

Brigadier-General  R.  H.  Anderson,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


iter  from  Lieutenant-  General  IZardee^  C.  S.  Army^  to  Flag-  Officer 
JSunteTf  C.  S.  iVtfrvy,  s^iggeMing  the  movement  of  the  C.  S,  steamers 
Sampson  and  Macon  through  Back  Hiver. 

HEADgUARTERfi, 

Samnnnh^  On.^  December  i^,  2864—11:30  p.  m. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch*  of  11:30  to-dav  is  received. 
I  regret  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  the  Resolute*     If  it  he  poNttihle  to 
brin^  the  MitamiuiA  the  A^im.j/«fw  down  Rack  River,  I  earnestly  desire 
that  It  shall  !>e  done.     It  i.s  lielieved  to  be  cntii'ely  practicable  for  the 
iatt«r. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senant, 

W.  J.  Hakoeb, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Afloat^  Charleston  and  Savannah  H,  R.  Bridge. 

The  enemy  is  all  along  our  front  in  force. 

W.  J.  H. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Hunter^  C.  S.  ^atry.  t-o  lAeutenant- General' 
Ilaraee^  C.  S.  Anny,  regarding  the  impossibility  of  reaching  Rack 
River, 

Savannah  River,  above  Railroad  Bridge, 

December  Li,  1861—10  a.  m. 
I  have  this  moment  received  your  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant  at 
11:30  p.  m. 

In  my  judgment,  which  has  the  full  (X}ncuri*enceof  the  commanding 

*Seep.  490. 
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oflacers  of  the  Macwi  and  Sampson  and  chief  pilot,  Captain  T.  N.  Phil- 
pot,  these  vessels  can  not  reach  Back  River,  the  batteries  which  we 
engaged  yesterday  intervening  to  prevent  it. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunteb, 
^Flag-  Officer^  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieutenant-Oeneral  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 

P.  S. — To  obtain  fuel,  I  go  to  Purysburg,  where  you  can  communi- 
cate with  me  more  readily  than  at  this  point. 


Letter  from  Major- General    Wheel<^^  C.   S.  Artny^  to  Flag- Officer 
Hunter^  C.  S.  Nav^y^  requesting  assistaiwe  in  transportitig  troops. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Decernhcr  13^  186Jf. — 1:15  p.  m. 
Sir:  I  deem  it  of  much  importance  to  the  public  service  that  a  por- 
tion of  mv  command  be  crossed  the  [Savannah]  River  at  Sister's 
Ferry,  and  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  please  aid  me  in 
doing  so  by  sending  one  of  your  boats  at  once  to  that  point  for  that 
purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Wheeler, 
Major-  General. 
Commodoi*o  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding^  etc. 


Letter  from.  Flag- Officer  Hunter^  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Majoi'- General 
Wheder^  G.  S.  Army,  acceding  to  regtiestfor  assistance  in  transport- 
ing troops. 

PURTBBURG,  [S.  C],  December  13,  186^. 
I  have  received  your  request  of  this  date  to  cross  troops  of  your 
command  over  the  Savannah  River  at  Sister's  Ferry.     I  will  proceed 
promptly  with  the  C.  S.  Sampson  thither  and  effect  the  object  of  your 
request. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

"Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag- Office?',  Cominandiftg  Afloat. 

Major-General  J.  Wheeler,  Provisional  Array  C.  S. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  Ge^ieral 
Hardee,  C.  S.  Army,  reporting  his  departure  for  Sister'' s  Ferry,  for 
transportation  of  troops. 

PuRTSBURG,  [S.  C],  December  13,  186^. 
At  the  request  of  Major-General  J.  Wheeler,  Provisional  Army 
C.  S.,  1  leave  here  for  Sister's  Ferry  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
troops  of  his  command  over  the  Savannah  River.     I  leave  in  an  hour. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hu^'TER, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

iyiezztonant-Generai  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 
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Rfpirrt  of  Ountuufuff'r  Brtmt^  C  S\  Nntvjy  <\i*phnnin(f  the  *}a\t»cf(fV  the 
rcUntii^n  of  the  i\  A'.  *S',  F iT*^y  fnnn  tfu^  tmcenf  of  the  river, 

C,  S.  S.  Savannah, 

Sir:  Yonr  letter  of  tho  9th  was  received  on  the  loth,  hihI  I  iniine- 
diftt'^ly  diiCi'ted  MusterV  Mate  Skiitnor.  in  ohnrjje  of  tlip  /V/v;^//,  to 
report  to  Puyumster  Kelly  niid  to  otler  to  take  fi»r  him  and  t!»e  imvy 
storekeoTior  .siK'h  |iMners  and  vom/hers  as  they  mijrht  desire  to  send  by 
him.  anci  to  prowed  with  the  Firefiy  under  his  charge  up  the  river 
and  report  to  you. 

Ou  the  morning  of  the  11th*  1  reeeived,  whilst  the  .ship  wa.s  lyincj 
off  Fort  Jucknon.  a  letter  from  Mr.  Skinner  informing  me  that  he  was 
endeavoring  to  procnrfa  pilot,  Imt  hn  had  not  smreeded.  He,  moi-o- 
over,  infonnnd  me  that  the  .stoamer  Lhi  had  stnrted  on  the  evening-  of 
the  10th,  and  was  believed  to  he  in  tho  hands  of  the  enemy;  that  (he 
steamer  Swan,  hml  attempted  to  ihchimhI  up,  bnt  was  obliiren  to  return, 
on  aecount  of  tlie.  danger,  and  that  from  nil  that  hi'  eotiUl  learn,  it  wm 
impofiwiblc  to  prooeed  up  the  river  without  the  danger  of  being  rap- 
tured. Huvino-  rc^eivefl  authentic  and  official  confirmation  of  the;^ 
facts  I  ront'luded  that  I  ought  not  to  attemjit  to  send  the  Ftn'jfy  up 
tho  river  whiUt  the  risk  was  evidoutl.y  so  unminent  of  her  being 
captured. 

1  ret-rived  this  morning  yonr  lettcrn  of  the  11th  to  Assistant  V^y- 
niasti'r  Keim.  and  also  one  to  Mastor's  Mate  Skinner,  directing  him  to 
report  to  Atisistant  PaymiL^ter  Keim  with  the  Firrfy, 

As  the  reasons  against  sending  tho  Forffi/  wei^e  stronger  than  they 
were  before,  AssisUint  Paynuu-;t(M*  Keim  will  endeavor  to  take  other 
measures,  with  the  aid  of  tlie  militHry  authorities,  to  join  you  on  tho 
river  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

lie  will   inform  you  particularly  of  our  movements  in  this  ijuai'tor. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Tiios.  \V.  Brent, 

Cornmmtdi^r. 

Flag-Officer  W.  \V.  Hctnter, 

Oainmatidifif/  j\flmit,  Sat'itftnn/i  Rn^cr. 


Jnjstr\ictionM  fnmi  the  SecreUiry  of  (htf  JVa^*y  to  Fkw-  ()jficer  flnnter^ 
O*   S.  Na>vy^  hi  C47m  of  thr   t^pture  of  SorKaunan  by  th*\  Federal 
forces. 

CONFEOFUATE    STATES   OF    AMERICA, 

iVat'y  Departf/it'/it,  Eichmonds  Dfcemher  JJf^  iS6^. 
Should  the  enemy  get  and  hold  Savannah,  and  you  can  do  no  further 
service  there,  you  are  ex|>ectf  d  to  disiiK>3e  of  your  sijuadron  to  the 
greatest  injury'  to  him  and  the  g^eAt(^'<t  l)enefit  to  our  country.  H 
necessary  to  leave  Savannah,  your  vessels,  except  the  Gifirgm^  may 
iight  their  way  into  Charleston.  Under  no  circunistaoces  should  they 
be  destroyed  until  every  proper  effort  to  save  them  shall  have  been 
e.\haustecl. 

S.  K.  Mallorv, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hcntke.  Provisional  Navv  C.  S., 

Co/nmnndiinj  Ailoai-,  Savannah^  Ga. 

Sent  through  Flag-OlKccr  lugniham. 
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Prder  of  Fl<ig- Officer  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Kennard^ 
C.  S.  JVavi/^  for  the  disposition  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macon  in  case  of  the 
capture  of  Savannah  by  the  Federal  forces, 

C.  S.  S.  Sampson, 
Sister's  Ferry ^  Savannah  River ^  Decetriber  IJ^^  186 J^. 
Should  you  learn  that  the  enemy  have  possession  of  Savannah,  pro- 
ceed with  the  Macon  as  far  as  she  may  be  safely  taken  up  the  Savannah 
River,  unless  there  bo  some  essential  service  for  her  nearer  your 
present  position,  of  which  vou  will  exercise  your  discretion.     It  is 
very  desirable  to  have  the  Macon  and  her  armament  for  future  uses. 
Very  resi)cctfully, 

"Wm.  W,  Hunter, 
Flag- Officer,  Comuianding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Comdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C  S. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter,  C  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Kennard, 
0.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish  information  rajardlng  amdition  of  affairs  at 
Savannah. 

C.  S.  S.  Sampson, 
Sister'' s  Ferry,  December  16,  186^ — 11  a.  m,. 
Please  send  me  word  by  courier  to  this  place,  as  soon  as  you  can,  a 
statement  of  any  knowleage  or  information  which  you  may  now  have 
or  receive  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Savannah  and  aught  else  pertaining 
to  your  command.     I  have  no  other  means  of  obtaining  this  requiisite 
information,  on  which  our  movements  are  based. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 

Lieut.  Ck)mdg.  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navy  C.  8. 
P.  S. — I  sent  you  a  like  dispatch  at  6  a.  ui.  this  morning,  but  the 
courier  lost  it. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Comstock,  C.    S.  Navy,  (f  th-o  citpfart-  hy  the 
enemy  of  Fort  McAllister  and  the  investment  of  Savanmih. 

C.  S.  S.  Macon, 
Purysburg,  December  16,  [186j^'\. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  14th  has  been  received.  The  commanding 
officer  being  absent  on  shore,  I  have  opened  it.  The  latest  from 
Savannah  is  that  Fort  McAllister  was  taken  by  assault  a  few  days  ago, 
and  the  enemv  have  invested  the  city.  A  body  of  the  enenn-  crossetl 
over  at  Izard's  place,  on  Back  River,  and  General  FergujsoH's  com- 
mand had  gone  out  from  Hardeeville  to  attack  them.  Paymaster 
Keim  is  on  noard. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  V.  Comstock. 
Lieutenant  and  E.necutive  Offirar. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commamding  Afloat. 
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Ifmtr^ictionn  from  tfie  Secretary  of  the  Nam  to  Flag-Officcr  HmiUr^ 
C,  S,  JVavi/^  rtyardiiHj  the  il!t<piMltiwi  of  th}  Vonfed<T<xte  o&HieU  in 
cast}  of  t /its  capture  of  jSazHinnri/i. 

Office  of  Ordeks  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Nary  Departmetit^  Rii'hmond^  ^/^.  Deeemher  17^  180^. 

Silt:  1  am  instructed  by  the  Secivtnry  of  the  Niivv  to  weiid  yon  the 
followiiii^  instructions,  in  addition  to  those  contiuntMl  in  my  It^tt^r  to 
you  of  too  10th  iust4iDt. 

In  the  present  m<pect  of  atfairs  at  Savannah.  th(?  Dopjirtment  takes 
it  for  jfranted  thut  you  will  use  evorv  pos.siI>h*  eJl'ort  tn  Ift-iil  hack  the 
enemy.  Should  the  city  fall,  however,  you  muwt  save  your  vessels. 
The  SffttoifKth^  himdtyti^  and  Moeon^  at  least,  should  he  ^Hived. 
Charlof>t<^in.  Wilmincrton,  and  Georgetown  are  open  to  them.  The 
tSavau/uth'fi  draft  permits  her  to  jtjo  through  into  Ossalmw  Sound, 
should  this  routw  1m»  preferred  l«  pas-sing  Fort  Pulaski,  The  drnft  of 
your  other  vessels  is  much  less,  and  your  pilots  should  he  called  upon 
at  once  in  reference  to  the  channels  of  escape. 

It  would  McOM)  that  the  Saiuifmah  and  your  other  gnnhoats,  kecpinpf 
well  tojjether,  nnj^ht  tight  their  way  into  Oharleston  at  nijfht,  if  thev 
could  not  do  better.  The  two  smaller  vessels  might  go  to  sea  if 
necessary. 

Under  any  circumstances,  it  is  better  for  the  vessels,  for  the  Navy, 
for  our  cuiise  and  rountry,  that  these  vessels  should  full  in  the  conflict 
of  buttle,  takiiijj^all  th©  risks  of  defeat  and  triumph,  than  that  they 
should  lx>  tamely  surrendered  to  the  enemy  or  destroyed  by  their  own 
officers.  If  fall  they  nuist,  let  them  show  neither  the  weakness  of 
submission  nor  of  self-destruction,  but  inflict  a  blow  that  will  relieve 
defeat  from  discredit.  This  will  bo  sent  to  yon  by  a  messenger  from 
the  Dei>aHment. 

I  am.  \ery  resjKH'tfullv,  your  obedient  servant^ 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain  in  Charge, 

Flag-Offieer  W.  W.  Huntek,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

CojM/uinditi</i  etc.,  Sauannah^  Ga. 


Letter  from  F fag- Officer  Ilunt-er^  C,  S.  Natry*  to  Lieuteiutnt-OeJieral 
Jlard^e^  C.  S.  Army^  announcimj  hia  departure  vylth  the  C,  S* 
ftteamrrft  Macon  and  Sampnon  frmn  Sifttern  Ferry. 

C  S.  S.  Sampson, 
Sister^s  Ferry,  December  18^  186.^ 
That  the  Mncf>n  and  Sampson  may  be  in  a  position  to  obtain  sub- 
sistence by  communicating  with  Augustit,  1  will  take  advantage  of  the 
present  rise  in  the  river  to  proceed  ulwve  Shell  Bluff,  my  comnmnica- 
tion  with  Savannah  for  that  purpose  bein^  effectually'  cut  off,  and  will 
leave  here  for  that  jwint  to-morrow  morning. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  W.   HuNTKft, 

Fl<xg-Offirfr^  Commanding  Afioat, 
Lieutenant-Gcncral  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 
N  w  tt— VOL  16— -31 
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Irvstr^wtiofiH  retjnrdiittj  tkn  dinponition  of  t'eSHf/s, 

SaVANJJAH,  Drremhr  IS^  ISGIf.. 

Saiyinnah:  To  remain  two  days  iiftor  om*  troofw  have  rvHcimto<l  the 
city  to  protect  the  evacimtion;  tht'ii  Ui  be  n'luly  to  prorord  t^t  sra  hy 
the  way  of  [Saint]  Auguatinc  Creek.  Lieut^^nant  MeAdaiu  to  take 
two  l)outji  from  the  Stwanmth  to  remove  the  tor|)odoc,s  at  Turner's 
Kock-s. 

himdtga:  After  the  evacuation  of  our  troops  will  proceed  up  the 
river,  if  there  are  no  ouemy'^  batteries  to  prevent  it,  and  join  f  lap- 
Officer  Hunter;  otherwise  to  try  the  passage  to  sea  by  [Saint]  Augus- 
tine Creek. 

Fh'tHy:  Proceed  up  the  river  to  join  Klag-Officer  Hunter. 

Gft/itjiti:  The  general  commaridiiijr  will  give  notice  of  the  time  of 
di-smantlinj^  Forts  Jackson  and  Ij*'e,  when  the  j^'uns  will  be  spiked  and 
shottj  jammed  in  tlie  jjuns.  The  crew  will  lonvo  the  ship  for8crevcn*s 
Ferry,  at  the  8iime  time  scuttling  the  ship  cUfftimlly. 

GuuM  on  lowiT  cud  i)f  Hut*hin.soir.s  Island:  Sjiiko  the  ^un^  and  jam 
shot  in  them;  break  the  ^-arriafjes. 

The  fore^^oinjjf  plan  was  adopted  on  the  advice  and  approval  of  Gen- 
erals Beauregard  and  Hardee. 

Thos.  W.  Brent, 
Cotninandiint  Afloat^  pnt  trtn. 


Mter  ft'om  Lieui^mini-Gtmeral  TLirdee^  C,  S.  Anny^  t-o  I^^lay'^Jfficirr 
Hunter^  €.  S.  jVffvy,  muX'imj  tfn^t/estioti  reijarding  t/u;  ?Mtsd  ve^sd^ 
m  case  of  the  capture  of  Sai^nnak, 

Headquabteri^, 
S(ttHinnah,  Oa.^  DecsinhiT  19,  186^, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  case  of  the  evacuation 
of  Savannali,  by  arrangement  with  ('aptain  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy,  com- 
manding, et-c.,  the  steamers  /stmdu/a  and  Fit'ffy  will,  if  practicable, 
be  sent  up  the  river  to  join  you.  1  have  to  rei^ue-st  in  that  case  that 
you  will  patixil  the  river  from  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad 
bridge  as  far  up  as  possible.  If  forced  up  the  river  by  the  enemy, all 
the  stiyimers  under  your  command  should  continue  to  go  up  as  far  as 
the  state  of  the  water  will  permit. 

I  am.  very  rei^pectf  ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V,  J.  Hardee, 

Lieuteriant-  Oetn?ral, 
Commodore  W.  W.  Hunteb, 

J*7af/-^{ffi'<t^y  Comtnandimj  Aflxpat,  Savannah  River, 


[TelenrBm.1 

Focotalujo,  Decemht^  20^  \18SJf\. 
It  is  essential  that  Savannah  River  should  l>c  commanded  by  yout 
i^uiiboat  as  long  fts  |H)ssible  from  the  enemy's  upix*r  batteries  to  as 
nigh  up  as  navigiilion  will  permit. 

O.  T.  Beaurisgakd. 
CVjmnKMlorc  H inter, 

On  Boat  J^iusm^  near  PtiryHhunj. 
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OrfUt  of  Ftmj-Offivt-r  Tuekt^^  O.  S.  N<imj.  to  Ohirf  Eiff/inttir  T^mh^ 
C.  S.  JVavt/^  toj^njcec'd  trith  dUiMtich  to  Sitvniumh  for  oytmnutncor 
tioti  with  the  ct/mtnandinff  (Officer  afl^ml. 

Flagship  Chableston, 

Sib:  You  will  proceed  to  Savaniinh  by  the  tirst  tniin,  special  or 
otherwise,  and  deliver  the  within  letter*  to  F'hij^-Offirer  Hrent.  com- 
Diandiui^  afloat  at  Savanriah.  and  return  here  a8  early  tw  posHiblc  with 
hirt  reply. 

Kncio-sed  yoxi  have  an  order  for  transportation  to  and  from  Savannah^ 
whii'Ii  you  will  please  show  to  the  cunimiuiding;  ^enenil  of  this  de- 
partunMit  and  requoat  him  to  direct  that  you  Ik?  furnished  with  tlie 
earliest  means  of  carrvinjr  out  these  orders. 

Verv  roHi>cctfu[lv,  vour  obedient  tjorvant, 

J.  R.  TtrcKEK, 
Ffinj'OJIif''*r,  Cfnnvutiidinfj  Ajf<fai. 

Chief  Engineer.!.  H.  Tomb.  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Ckarkfitonf  S,  C. 


Report  of  Ctrmmmidtrr  Bn-nt,  C.  S.  Navy,  regttrding  opemtwjiM  con- 
Tieefetl  with  the  t^i'mnmti/m  of  fh^  city  of  Sai'^mnah^ 

Charleston,  S.  C.  ,  Deceiuher  84y  186^. 
Sir:  I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  di.s|mtch  f  I  received  from  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Navy,  dated  Ki4'hnnmd,  Docemher  li.  The  original,  which 
1  retain,  is  dated  (Charleston.  Det'emhor  ir>,  and  forwarded  to  you  hy 
(jcneral  Hi-iiurepird,  with  the  [■r<jm'st  that  Lioutonant-Genrral  llardeo 
would  have  it  deciphci-ed  and  transmitted.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
letter,!  datt-d  OfciMnlier  17.  I  icreivi'd  from  tin?  oflicu  of  orders  and 
detnil,  at  Hurdt'cville.  I  was  most  anxious  to  rurry  out  the  instrnc- 
tions  of  the  IVpuiinit-nt  in  relation  to  the  escapr  of  the  vosseLs  from 
Savannah  after  its  ixcupation  hv  the  enemy,  and  with  this  view  was 
niakinji  preparations  to  nut  the  Savannah  in  a  tit  condition  for  sea.  I 
dirertrd  J^icutenant  McAdaui,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S..  the  otficcrwho 
laid  the  torpedoes,  to  remove  with  all  possible  dispatch  tlioso  that  oh- 
stnictt'd  thi'  passajjfG  to  sea  hy  the  way  of  Turner's  Rocks.  In  his 
reiMtrt,  dated  the  tiOth.  he  states  that  he  inirnndiately  jirot'eeded  to 
the  C  S.  S.  Soramuiti^  where  he  was  furnished  with  two  boats  and 
their  crews,  but  after  every  endeavor  he  found  that  with  all  the  appli- 
ances at  his  conmiand,  gnipnels,  etc.,  he  was  unable  with  the  motive 
power  of  boats  tA>  remove  any  mw  of  tliem,  the  anchoi's  to  which  they 
arc  attached  being  too  firmly  embc^ided  in  the  sand.  The  steam  tender 
Firtfly  towed  the  boats,  binding  it  impossible,  with  the  means  at  my 
command,  before  the  time  Hxed  u^mjh  for  the  evacuation  of  the  city, 
to  remove  the  torpedoes,  I  determined  that  it  w<mld  not  be  proper  to 
attempt  t!»e  iiasMige  of  the  river  in  that  directioti,  and  the  passage  by 
tho  North  Cliannel  was  effeetuaily  obstructed.  I'nder  these  cinum- 
fltances  it  did  not  seem  to  me  possible  to  earry  tint  the  instructions  of 
the  Department  in  regard  to  taking  the  S<n'fiif>iah  tt)  sea  and  fighting 
her  way  into  this  or  stime  other  port.  As  to  the  Ifi'mdiga^  she  was  a 
very  inferior  vessel  in  speed  and  her  magazine  was  very  much  exposed. 
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I  thorcfore  thoupbt  hor  liestrhiincoH  of  pnchpo  would  b(^  to  attempt  to 
g-o  up  the  river  if  a  paw-ia^e  could  be  found  not  fommandcd  by  the 
onoQiy's  batteries.  The  Wtjfer  ll7/<'/*  was  burned  on  the  lUth.  after 
consultation  with  tbo  coiumanding  j^eneral  and  by  his  advice,  to  pre- 
vent her  falling^into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  Jn  a  conference  I  nad 
with  Generals  Beauregard  and  Hardee  a  few  days  before  the  evacua- 
tion the  plan  was  tixed  upon  that  the  Sarammh  shotdd  attempt  to  get  to 
t*ea  by  ^^  assaw  Sound,  and  the  !i*t>ndi(ja  and  Firrfiy  ui)  the  river.  This 
proved  to  Im-  inipractinible,  i)rtneipaily  on  acrount  of  the  torpedoes,  nn 
before  stilted.  General  Hardee  re(|uested  me  to  remain  after  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  city  until  Tiunsday  nij^ht.  the  *J2d  in^Iiint.  to  proli'ct  vabia- 
ble  stores  at  Si-rcveirw  Ferry,  and  which  rouUl  not  Ik*  ?M>on»'r  rcmov4Hl, 
and  informing,' me  rliiit  Major-Crcneral  Wheeler  had  been  direcicd  to 
keep  in  constant  eumumnieatioii  with  uie  to  infonn  mc  of  the  niove- 
inentH  of  the  enemy,  and  if  those  movements  should  render  my  position 
unsafe  that  I  should  lie  advised  by  (Jenenil  Wheeler.  1  was  happy  to 
have  it  in  my  jwwer  to  render  very  importiint  service  in  the  con- 
stmction  of  pontoon  bridges  with  cietacmnent^  of  the  crew  of  the 
Satvtnf)fr/t  an<I  <r&>t'<fla^  under  HoiUswain  McCalla.  On  the  nxtrning 
of  the  iilst  the  enemy,  in  ix>ssession  of  the  city,  opt^ned  upon  the  ship 
a  well-dinn^ted  lire  of  fieUf  artillery  from  the  bluff  ne^r  the  ^as  works. 
1  was  unable  to  give  my  giuis  sutlicient  eh?vatiou  to  reach  tneui  when 
1  returned  the  fire.  On  the  evening  of  the  iilst  Captain  Quirk  [Man- 
ning rl.  Kirk'i],  the  commanding  oilicer,  and  having  charge  of  the 
transportation  at  Screven's  Ferry  .informed  me  that  he  intended  evacu- 
ating that  night  by  8  oV-lock,  and  asking  uie  if  I  could  land  my  eoin- 
nmna  by  tlmt  time.  The  city  and  commanding  ix)sitions  being  in 
possession  of  the  enemy*  every  outlet  of  escape  closed  except  that  bv 
rH-re\en'8  Ferry,  and  my  supply  of  provisions  getting  short,  I  consid- 
ered it  m^'  ilutv  to  destroy  my  ship  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  ttc  enemy,  and  to  save  the  officers  and  crew.  Accord- 
ingly, at  about  7:30  p.  m.,  the  ship  was  tired,  having  previously  landed 
her  officers  nnd  crew,  except  toe  tiring  party  uudi-r  charge  of  the 
executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Hudgins.  I  left  with  the  last  boat. 
Upon  landing  at  Screven's  Ferry,  the  wharf  there  was  tired,  and  tho 
^rcjfy^  whicli  was  alongside  of  it. 

1  then  proceeded  with  the  officers  and  men  in  a  march  of  about  18 
miles  to  Hardeeville.  Nothing  w:w  saved  except  what  was  carried 
ulx)ut  the  person,  nnd  no  transportation  could  be  obtiiincd  from  tho 
army  except  u  wagon  to  cjirrv  the  sirk,  who  could  not  march.  On  the 
morning  of  the  :i2d  1  arrived  with  my  command  at  Hardeeville,  where 
T  received  by  the  hands  of  hieutenant  Jngrahaui,  Provisional  Navy 
C  S.,  the  letter  from  the  Navy  I)e])artnicnt  referrt^d  to  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  letter.  It  was  then  t^x)  late  to  carry  out  the  orders 
of  the  Depai-tment,  oven  had  it  l>een  in  my  power  to  do  so.  1  found 
at  Hjirdeeville  LieuU-nant  Dalton.  with  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
I9a7idi(/(iy  which  ho  had  burned,  on  account  of  her  getting  ashore  above 
the  pontoon  bridge  in  Back  Hiver,  after  the  enemy  hatl  possession  of 
the  city,  and  whust  he  wa.s  cou)ing  down  the  river  txi  communicate 
with  !ue.  His  report  will  bo  enclosetl  if  ready  before  the  closing  of 
this  dispatch.  Lpon  application  to  Lieutenant-General  Hanlee,  I 
obtained  tit\usportjUion  for  tho  officers  and  crews  of  tln^  vessels  to  this 
place,  leaving  Hardeeville  on  the  evening  of  the  2:id  and  arriving  here 
on  the  night  of  the  33d.    I   immediately  reixuted  to  Fkg-Officer 
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Inprahuin,  throii^rh  whom  the  sick  woro  si*nt  to  thi'  nuvnl  hospitixl.  ami 
on  tho  ftilltminjy  rnoniing  to  Kla^-Ottirer  Tuckci*,  who  i>lai  ed  thi^offi- 
coi-sninl  iii'W  nn  hoard  thi?  roceivinjr  ship.  On  the  24th  1  tclegmphed 
my  arrival  to  thii  Navy  Departiin'iit  and  am  awaiting  ordors.  On  yes- 
terday, the  :i5th,  Flajf  OtfiriT  Tni-kor  asked  mc  to  place  lOo  men  under 
LiRiitenant  Dalton,  princiiwlly  comi)ose<l  of  the  crews  of  the  Immdlga 
and  Gt^yfijiii.  with  tiie  nmri^c^<  of  (he  Sttr^ttma/i,  under  Lieutenant 
Pratt,  to  reinforie  Fort  Johnson,  threatened  with  an  attaek  hy  the 
enemy.  Tli<r  rest  of  the  eommand,  consisting  of  fihaut  /lOO  men,  under 
Lieutenant  Iludi^ins,  of  the  Sarantm/i^  were  kept  in  rejidiness  if 
re<iuiro<L  1  scud  thir*  undercharge  of  Third  AwsisUmt  Enj^ineer  T.  O. 
McClosky.  with  orders  to  report  lo  yon.  I  have  trau8Uiitted  a  copy 
of  tliia  re|H>rl  to  the  Navy  Di'partnient. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  scnant. 

Tiios.  W.  Brent, 

Cmmnftnder. 
Fla^-Offieer  W.  W.  Hi:ntkk, 

Vomiiiondiiiij  AfffUit^  Smtnuah  Ri/ver. 


Eetract  frfrni  jtfurvuil  of  Ffmf- Officer  Hunier.  C  A'.  Navy^  December 

C.  S,  S.  *S\t/fipftoft.  F/tt(/s/,,'ji,  Ihremft^r  10,  i>?6'4.  —  Klap-OlTicer 
William  \V.  Iltuiter,  1'rovi.sittnal  Navy  C.  S.,  came  on  f)oar<l  at  10 
p.  in.  la-st  evening?.  Wei^rlu>d  anchor  at  :^:15  a.  m.  this  day  and  pro- 
ceeded, attenflcd  hy  steam  tender  C.  S.  S.  Rix>»hffi\  up  the  Savannah 
Uiver.     Arrived  at  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Uailway  bridjro  and 


dropped  anrlior  at  o:2U  a.  ni.  At  (J:30a.  m.  weijfhed  anchorand  pi-o- 
reedcd  up  the  river.  7:^^11,  }LtK>nt4  milen  from  the  lirid^'c,  met  C  iS.  S. 
JAf/*:w*,  cle^cendin^  the  river,     (.'aptuin  KcMinard  reported  the  enemy 


as  havinjf  passed  SinterV  Kerrv  on  the  river  road  to  Savannah. 
Patrolled  the  river  as  hijrh  as  I'uryshmy,  lio  milcy  from  Savannah, 
where  we  anchored  at  S:;^o  a.  ni.  Id:  15  a.  m.  stiuted  down  the  river 
to  return  to  the  bridge.  At  11:15  a.  m.,  al>ont  5  miles  from  the 
bridffe,  ran  fawt  a.shore  on  frand  bur;  endeavored  to  get  off  with  the 
a.sai»tancc  of  C.  S.  S.  RtnoinU,  but  faiU-d.  About  5:30  p.  ui.  heaiil 
tiring  in  the  dire<*tion  of  the  bridge,  lK)th  artilh'ry  anu  musketry. 
Supposed  it  wa^  C.  S.  S.  Mactw  tiring  on  enemy,  endeavoring  to 
moWt  the  bridge.  Five  heavy  guns  wrre  heard  at  intervals,  one  or 
two  at  a  tiuu>,  and  ceikted  in  about  half  an  hour.  Also  hi>ard  artillery 
tiring  at  a  distanee  toward  Savannah  during  the  afternoon. 

Dfcef/Jff'r  Jl. — Aliout  4  u.  m.  heard  artillery  tiring  in  the  direction 
of  Savannah,  whieh  continued  at  intervals  through  the  morning.  At 
8:30  a.  m.  gtit  off  the  Imr  and  at  1'  a.  m.  started  down  the  river  again; 
arrived  at  the  bridge  at  lu  a.  m.  and  eanu'  to  an  anchor.  Found 
C.  S.  S.  J/^/cvM  at  the  bridge.  Ueceived  a  request  fixim  Licutcuuut- 
(ieneral  W.  J.  Hardee,  l'rovi."*ional  Army  C.  S.,  to  eifectuall}'  desti^oy 
the  railroad  bridge  and  proceed  U}  defend  the  light  of  the  line  of 
defense  at  Savannah.  \\aite<l  for  tide  to  serve,  and  atS:.*'0  p.  m. 
piu<.sed  through  the  bridge  and  anchored.  Immediately  sent  out  a 
purtv  and  carried  ctut  the  re*piest  of  Geueml  llardee.  11  p.  in., 
waiting  for  tide  to  descend  the  river. 


486 


80ir*H    ATLAWTIC   BLOCKADINO   RQlfADRON. 


Dfi'cmhr  12. — At  <5  a.  m.  f^ot  underway  and  niored  down  the  rirer 
in  company  with  C.  iS.  stcninci-s  JA/'vw  and  AV.irVt/// ,  SamjtMm  load- 
ing, next  ]ieft'tftth\  and  .)fttrt>/i  iiviujjinjf  up  tho  roar.  At  7  a.  m.  Iwat 
to  quarters  and  cleared  the  deck.s  for  uetion.  M'hen  opposite  Arpyle 
Lsland  we  ohtained  irifonnation  from  a  man  on  shore  that  the  Yankee?* 
were  at  a  mill  fsirther  down,  ^friudinp.  He  slated  that  he  did  not 
think  there  wan  any  artillery.  As  wo  went  alonjr  we  saw  at  the  differ- 
ent places  smokinfr  ruins.  After  we  pass*Ml  the  mill,  at  Tweedt^ide, 
situated  on  a  hack  river  a  short  dislanee.  where  we  saw  the  eiuMuy,  u-s 
iihove  stated,  we  were  o|>ene(i  ii]Min  In'  one  or  more  lijjht  batteries  of 
Parrott  ffuuK,  |>osted  up<>n  a  hliilT  in  the  head  <»f  the  river,  wlui-b  we 
hud  to  ai)proaeh  head-on,  and  entirely  eommandin;;  the  ehaniiol, 
ni>l>arenlfy  supported  hy  infantry,  and  al»out  l.OitO  or  1,21)0  yards 
distant.  \Vc  kept  on  to  within  alM^ut  SOO  yards,  and  opened  on  them 
with  bow^  ^un,  assisted  by  (!.  S.  S.  J/tivon  astern  and  t<>  sUirhoard.  The 
vessel  was  slru<k  three  timeti — on  her  Imrricjine  deek,  near  machinery 
and  steam  drum,  and  (uire  in  her  rudder — in  a  short  space  of  time*  and 
it  was  evident  we  eon  Id  not  paj!i."^  the  batteries.  C.  S.  8.  J/ncn  was 
Htruek  twice,  <uice  under  her  bow  iindone  shot  passinji*  thnnitrb  sinoke- 
Htaek.  V.  S.  S.  Jit'fufhilc  struck  twice,  one  sliot  injurinj^^  her  wlieel 
rto  as  to  disable  her.  Seeing  that  it  was  impossible  to  pr<M'eed,  Hag- 
officer  ordered  the  vessels  to  retire.  While  turnintf  to  retire  we  oAmo 
in  c(dli>ion  willi  (.'.  S.  S.  RtAfdnU.,  damaj^in*^  both  vessels.  At  the  sanif> 
time  the  V.  S.  S.  M<n-*m  struck  R'nohitt-  on  her  [lort  quart*'r.  commit- 
tin*,^  ni>  injury,  however.  The  ('.  S.  S.  RcHithtf,-,  l»eini(  unmanammble, 
drifted  ashore.  It  being  impossible  to  render  her  any  assistam-e 
without  emlanjjering  the  safety  of  the  other  vessels  from  the  lire  of 
the  enemy  and  from  lieinjj  cut  off  alM>ve  by  a  battery  which  wfis  Keen 
to  stJirt  otr  up  the  river  at  a  gfullop.  we  wen^  compelled  to  leave  her, 
with  orders  for  the  crew  to  escape  in  their  lioats  if  it  was  impossible 
to  j^et  her  olT.  We  returned  up  the  rivi-r,  Hrintf  our  bow  ^un,  iu<  it 
would  l>ejir  upon  the  enemy,  the  Mdfym  dtvinij  Irkewise.  Passed  up 
alM>ve  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  Kailroad  bridi^e,  and  came  to  an 
anchor,  J/acvm  doinj,'  the  same  at  about  10  a.  m.  During  the  engage- 
ment Stimj?M(/n  tired  !»  shots  and  C.  S.  8.  Maam  iiX  shots.  The  enemt 
fired  over  5<i  shots,  probably.  Master  rl.  W.  MoCarrick,  C  S.  i5. 
Mdcon^  was  dispatched  with  a  boat's  crew  to  endeavor  to  tind  out  tho 
fate  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Rr^^oluin  or  her  officers  and  crew,  or  assist  in  getting 
her  otT,  if  p<»ssible.  Sent  a  dispatch  to  Lieutenant-General  \V.  J. 
Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C  8.,  announcing  the  failure  of  our 
attempt  to  cooperate  with  him  on  the  right  of  his  line  of  defense. 
Slmrpshooters  reported  to  be  at  the  bridge  on  the  Georgia  side  of  the 
river.  Master  McCarrick  returned  about  O.SU  p.  m.,  nringing  with 
him  two  Yankee  j>risoners,  whom  he  had  captured.  Uo  was  unable  to 
tind  out  anything  definite  about  the  fate  of  the  lic^tolHtt.  her  officers 
or  crew,  but  su|)posed  the  oflicei's  and  crew  wore  captured,  as  he  was 
chased  by  tho  enemy  in  the  Jiejtft/nft^H  boats,  and  passed  a  few  sboti; 
with  them,  killing  one.  lie  saw  a  tiro  in  the  direction  of  the  Resolute 
and  thinks  that  it  was  she  burning.  At  9  p.  m.  heard  musketry  firing 
down  the  river.  At  10  p.  m.  heard  some  heavy  artillery,  and  from 
lip.  m.  to  13  there  was  a  J»risk  cannonading  kept  up,  apparently  to 
tho  southward  of  Savannali. 

Iffff/nfji r  A*?. — .\t  about  12.30  a.  m.  8u.spiciou8  noises  were  heaixl 
on  the  Cieorgia  bank  of  the  river.     Sup]>osing  that  there  wits  some 
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dangfcr,  the  rrow  wrrc  niUed  to  tjuurtcrs  with  aiiiuII  amis.  At  2  n.  rn. 
crew  ordered  to  turn  in.  At  lti.80  h.  in.  weiglied  atichor,  and,  with 
Iho  C  8.  S.  Jlocttu.  pi'oceoded  up  tho  river  to  f  uryshurjr  to  got  w<K>d. 
At  wood  landiiif',  nour  this  jtlaoo,  Genoral  Whe4'lor  wiine  on  Inmrd 
with  hi.^  NtatT,  and  rcque8t(*d  tn<^  flag-oHicer  to  aid  him  in  trHns|>ortinfr 
a  part  of  hi:it  troops  across  the  river  at  Sister*s  Ferry  to  the  Stmth 
Carolina  side.  At  2.  SO  p.  in.  wo  actrordiugly  proceeded  up  the  river, 
h-aving  the  Mttcon  at  Piiry.sburjf.  Heavy  tiring*  heard  all  day  in  tho 
direction  of  ijavannah,  at  intervals.  At  4.40  p.  ni.  t-iiinc  to  aUmg-sidc 
of  lleck's  Blutf .  east  out  a  ropo  to  a  tree,  and  remained  all  night,  ahout 
32  ujilG8  from  Savannah. 

iMcfVihf'i'  74- — Ciot  up  steam  and  pro<-eeded  np  thir  river  at  6:20  a.  ni. 
Passed  Khenezer  at  10  a.  m.  AI»out  10:45  a.  m.  tururd  men  out  with 
small  arms  on  seeing  a  numlK-r  of  jxM'son.s  run  from  silongside  of  a  Hat 
tied  at  the  foot  of  a  blutf.  Turned  out  to  be  negroes  loading  a  Hat  with 
corn.  Hieked  up  a  Hat  tloating<lown  llio  river.  At  1  \'M)  p.  m.  arrivetl 
at  Si-ster's  Ferry  and  found  that  all  of  VVheelezV  iruvalry,  whom  wo 
were  to  assint  in  crossing,  bad  crossed.  At2:3Ct  p.  m.  proceeded  up 
the  river  about  ioo  yards  and  came  to  anchor,  t4>  await  news  from 
below,  to  guide  our  future  movemenLs.  I^ft  a  Irout  to  assist  in  cross- 
ing a  detachment  of  scouts.  About  0:1^0  p.  m.  heard  voices  at  the 
ferry;  sent  down  a  l>oat  and  foimd  two  men  returning  from  Hag  of 
truce;  assisted  them  in  crossing.  Commenced  to  blow  out  and  clean 
iKjilers,  to  facilitate  the  misiiig  of  steitm.  Heai-d  very  heavy  cannon- 
ading in  a  southerly  direction  to-day. 

DfXtfinfMt'  h'j. — Remained  at  anchor.  Proceeded  witlj  the  cleaning 
of  boiler.*;.  Heaitl  csinnonading  in  southerly  direction  appai-enlly. 
No  news. 

December  1(1. — Still  at  anchor.  Colonel  llawls,  Fifty-fourth  Georgia 
Regiment,  came  on  bonrd  to  request  assistance  in  crossing  wagons, 
etc.,  over  the  ferry.  Sent  the  cutter.  Colonel  lijills  reiwrted  the 
rapture  of  Fort  McAllister  after  a  hard  Hght  and  almost  annihilation 
of  the  garrison  bv  the  enemy,  lieported  the  destruction  of  a  vessel 
near  Ogeechee  Kiver;  uncertain  whether  it  is  the  ]Vat<r  M^tich  or  not; 
think  not.  Also  some  of  the  eneiuy  on  the  South  Ciirolinu  shore. 
Heard  cannonading  in  southerly  dire<'tion  to-day. 

D'Hrinhci'  J7, --At  '2  a.  ni.  courier  came  on  board  bringing  dispatches 
frctm  Lieutenant  AV,  V.  Comstock,  executive  otliccr  of  C,  S.  S.  Maewi, 
in  absence  on  shore  of  lieutenant  commanding,  announcing  capture  of 
Fort  McAllister  by  assault  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  enemy  invested 
the  city.  A  body  of  the  enemy  crossed  over  at  Izard's  place,  on  Hack 
Uiver,  and  (ieneml  Ferguson's  command  had  gone  out  from  Hardee- 
ville  toattai-k  them.  Flag-officer  sent  l)ucka  dis|>i)tch  <»rdt'ringC.  S.  S, 
Mmyin  up  to  Sisters  Ferry.  Heard  heavy  cannonading  during  the 
day.  A  cavalry  soldier,  who  said  be  was  from  near  Savatmah  yester- 
day, denies  that  Foit  McAllister  has  ^^een  taken. 

Dett-inhfrr  18. — Stdl  at  anchor  at  Sister's  Ferry,  awaiting  arrival  of 
the  C.  S.  S.  Maty*n^  whom  the  Hag  otbcer  hits  ordereil  to  come  up, 
C.  8.  S.  Mftcon  arrived  at  5:30  p.  m.,  and  came  to  anchor  alongside. 
Paymaster  C.  VV.   Keim.  who  left  Savannah  on  the  14th  instant,  m 


comphance  with  an  order  from  Fla^-OtUcer  \V.  \V.  Hunter,  contirms 
the  report  of  the  fall  of  Fort  McAllister,  and  reports  that  the  C.  S.  S. 
SurfDiitah  is  lying 
in  Hack  Uiver.  twe 
taintv  as  to  its  fate. 


StirfDiitah  is  lying  off  Kren.son's  shipyard;  the  /a^mdimt^  cotlonclad, 
in  Hack  Uiver.  twenty  days'  pi*oTisioD  in  the  city,  and  g 
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Dtv'em^trr  19. — At  8:20  ii.  in.  weitjhod  unchor  and  started  up  the 
river  for  Shell  Bluff,  about  4M  miles  from  Auj^^iista,  in  order  to  he  in  a 
position  tu  obtain  supplieH,  the  C.  S.  S.  JAwy/«.  in  our  compjuiy.  Cume 
to  an  iuu'hor  lOwut  57  niiloj*  from  Sister's  Ferrr  iit  ."iiH't  p.  in.,  C.  S.  8. 
Mtu^m  alon^ide. 

December  W. — At  ti:30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  i>rocecded  up  the 
river.  At  7:45  a.  m.,  C  S.  8.  Afactj/i  got  aground  in  turning  into  the 
*S'ut  off"  about  (J^  nii!e«  from  Sister's  Ferry.  In  pullintj  her  off  we 
got  iiground.  Totik  in  wood  at  Hrier  Creek  Landing  and  at  Matthew's 
Bluff.     Anchored  for  tlie  night  3  miles  below  Ileshnuin's  I^ike. 

Dt^'fT/tbt-r  '31. — Aftrr  getting  up  steam  this  morning.  Pilot  T.  N- 
Philpnt,  C.  S.  S.  M(Uofi^  r(»]>orted  ihiit  the  river  had  fallen  4  feet  and 
that  it  wan  too  low  for  u.s  to  puKMM'd.  Ma.st.rr  M<t'arrick,  C  S.  8. 
Jforo/i,  in  going  ashore  '4  mileM  up  the  river,  discovered  a  distillery, 
and  frotu  siomc  causes  his  suspicions  were  aroused.  Hf  Lhcrofore 
n']>orti'd  it  to  the  Hiig-otHcer,  who  sent  out  a  detacluncnt  of  :iii  men 
to  litul  out  al»out  them,  under  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  W .  Carncs, 
C  8,  S.  SdtfijMtm.  It  proved  to  l>e  a  Government  distillery  and  all 
right. 

December  3i'^. — Still  at  anchor  S  miles  below  Heshman's  Lake.  Thw 
evening  Pilot  'I'/  N.  Phil(K)t  reported  the  river  to  have  risen  X  inches, 
and  stated  that  if  it  rose  V2  inches  more  by  the  morning  we  could 
proceed  up  the  rivei*. 

Dei'tiitheriii. — Weighed  anchor  and  .started,  the  C.  S.  S.  Mnorni  doing 
likewise,  at  7:30  a  ni.  up  the  river,  the  river  havitiLT  risen  about  2  feet. 
Pa»se<i  round  «ouui  very  short  turns  and  through  the  obstructions. 
At  Brown's  Landing  the  C.  8.  8.  Munm  slojipcd  to  get  wood  and 
hejird  a  report  from  some  gentlemen  that  Savannuli  had  been  evacuated. 
Anchored  for  the  night,  liaving  eoine  57  miles.  AtG:5Up.  m.  C.  S,  8. 
Miutin  did  likewise. 

December  ^^. — At  7:15  a.  in.  weighed  anchor  and  started  up  the 
river;  C  S.  S.  Mftctm  did  likewise.  At  \^\'M)  a.  ni.  both  vessids  droniHMl 
anchor  at  Shell  Bluff.  On  returning  from  the  shore  Pilot  T,  N.  rnil- 
pot  repiirted  that  a  gentleman  hati  received  a  dispitch  stating  that 
Savannah  had  certainly  l*een  evacuated.  The  C.  S.  S.  Monm  waa 
therefore  dispjitehed  up  to  Augusta.     C.  S.  S.  Ktt/i/Mnfi  had  to  remain 


to  rejmir  her  eylinder.  At  2:10  p.  ni.  weighed  anchor  and  started. 
At  3:30  p.  ni.,  7  miles  fron»  Shell  Bluff,  ran  alongside  C.  8,  8,  Macon^ 
who  was  there  anchored,  having  i)ent  her  projMd&r  by  strikintf  against 
a  log,  and  thus  bi'ing  disabhuF;  totjk  her  in  tow.     Anchored  at  (J:25 


p.  m.  al>out  20  miles  from  Augusta. 

Deccmi^tt  So. — At  i!:40  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the 
river.  At  12  m.  came  to  anchor  about  000  yards  below  the  city  of 
AugustJi.     C  8.  8.  J/iuviti  made  fast  to  the  shore. 


I 


[Tpleynun.] 


AuorsTA.  CiA.,  Dfi-eihhcrSG,  JS€i, 
On  the  urgent  demand  of  Lieutenant-Genenil  llard'-e,  Provisional 
Army  C.  8.,  whilst  cooperating  with  him  on  the  Savannah  River 
above  the  city,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing,  to  eross  our  own  Irooi^s, 
and  tA>  destroy  tne  Charleston  Itailway  bridge,  the  investment  of 
Savannah  caused  numerous  batteries  to  be  placed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
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hnnks  of  the  rivor,  to  oppose  my  return  to  Savannah.  I  en^ifjed 
tliOHO  with  tho  SfWipttoji^  Macoji^  and  thi^^  Retmlutv,  1  li'iidiaj^r  in  tlie 
^(titijMon.  AH  tho  vessels  were  riildle<l  by  tlicir  Ptniott  slii'lts,  .sev- 
eral ljui>tinfj  on  l)<)ard.  The  lifMolutt  was  riisai)l('(t  and  tjikeii.  Tlio 
Tiiachineiy  of  the  Satnpson  and  Macon  narrowly'  escaped  destruction, 
and  these  vessels  were  withdrawn  only  when  it  wa.M  found  to  l)e  innws- 
Hil)Ie  to  pa.ss  tht;  butteries.  The  JA/^v/?/  and  Si!inj^<fii  are  now  at  this 
phice  repairinjir  daniaj^es.  I  Imrn  tliat  (.'onunaiider  T.  W.  liront,  of 
tho  Sttranmih;  Lieutenant  Conunandin^'  \V.  (Jwathniey,  of  the  (rear- 
gitiy  and  Lieutenant  Commanding.;:  H.  H.  Dalton,  of  \\w  handifja^  have 
destroyed  these  vessels.  Pavniaster  W.  W.  J.  Krlly,  Naval  Store- 
keeper Godfrey,  Surgeon  R.  \V.  Jeffery  are  here.  J  will  write  more 
fully  by  mail. 

Very  refipectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
F*i-a^-(^ffictrr^  Command i tig  Afioat, 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  t1n>  Nnvy^  Rivhviund^  Fa. 


R^n't *>f  FUnj-Officfr  JImitt'r^(\  S*  iVflvy,  refjardoio  ffjM-ra/t'onjt  uf  fhe 
Stivonmth  Stjuodrim  in  aoijuuvtion  with  the  ftrtnj/. 

AuorsTx,  Ga.,  Decemht^HTj  1H6J^, 
I  yesterday  ha.l  the  honor  t<!  transmit  you  a  teleifiiiphif   report  in 

relation  to  the  Savannah  Squadron. 
On   the   !»th   inst^mt  the  assistjtnt  adjutant-ffenorat  of   l^ieutenant- 

General  Hardee  addressed  mo  us  follows; 

llEAnqrARTKItH. 

Snranmiii,  nfcfmlfr  i*,  if^i4. 
Cummoimire:  LientenftnKienfral  Hiirrlpe  direct*  me  to  pay  that  it  is  nrtw  neoosttary 
to  protect  and  defend  the  [Savanjiuh  and  C'harlwiton]  railroad  Ijridgv  nvpr  the  Savan- 
nah and  |taIrol  llie  rivtr.     It  ih  j>n>ltaU]i'  that  tin-  eiiftuy  will  lie  there  to-iuorruw. 
R«ipectfuUy.  cwmnuMlort*,  vyur  ubudicnt  m?rvaiit, 

i>.  n.  i»ooi.K, 

AwiisUmt  Aiijntaut-f ieneml. 
Flop-Otfleer  IlrsTTBa, 

Oniiinitinimg,  etc. 

To  the  foregoing  1  replied: 

8AVAi)n«Aii,  December  9,  1S64' 
I  will  proceed  up  tho  Savannah  River  with  the  Snmpmrn  at  the  carticfiFt  pcwHible 
uoment. 

Very  nwpei^tfuUy, 

Wm.  VV.  HrvTBR. 
Flnff-Ojtkrr,  Orminavfiintj  Aftont. 
Colonel  11.  II.  PooLB, 

.l*jfijrf«n/  Adjutant-Gateral. 

Accordingly  at  3:13  a.  m.,  the  tide  then  servinjf  to  cro.ss  the  sboal, 
I  proeeedea  with  xXm  Sampson  up  the  Savannah  River  about  4  nnles 
above  the  biid^e,  and  met  the  J/rtcwj.  T directed  Xhe Marou  to  defend 
the  bridge  atid  proreodod  with  the  Stinipmrn  to  patrol  tho  river  as 
hii,d»  up  as  I'lirysburLT.  Returned  to  the  bridge  with  the  Sainjmou. 
On  the  morning:  of  ibe  Uth  re4tdved  the  following  dispatch  fi-om 
Lieutenanl-f.ienend  Hardee  whilst  at  the  railway  bridge: 

HEAIXtCARTRRS, 

iVitYmnnA,  (in.,  Decrmttrr  10,  t8ti4 — 10  j\.  m. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  ruijueBt  that  yoii  will  effecluuUy  deettw  \.V\ft  t'w\xi.*\\  Nm^-vs- 
over  the  Savannah  River  by  hurninp  or  alttin^  U,  a\\»\  V\\a.V  ■v«>i  "^^^  nVikxv  ^tv^v  ^'v«\v 
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wiUi  till.*  )fnntn  Id  the  line  nf  Utid  tk-fviiM'  f<jr  .Savaiiimh  an<l  true  it  hII  llie  f'treiigtb 
anil  itnitcciion  in  your  fkiwer. 
Vtry  n,H|)e»;tiuUy, 

W.  J.   llARnKB, 

JJtuUntant-fiefierai. 

FIiiR-Oin«?r  Ik'XTBR, 

Oiniuuiiiiiiii'j  JJfinU,  or 

Captain  Kennahd." 

(.'.  A'.  S.  Moron. 

To  the  foregoing  1  replied: 

Ratlwav  Bridor, 
Saivir.nnh  liiirr,  Dtvrmbfr  II,  tSG4- 
!  have  just  rweivpfi  yonr  note  of  DeoemlMT  10,  1S(J4,  at  10  p.  ni. 
i  will  [tniivt^i  fortliwith  t/i  destniy  the  railroad  Iiridyt!  ovt'P  the  SuvunnaK  Kiver, 
and  ilrop  down  with  the  J/(iro»,  .s'«i»/»wr^  and  Remlixit  to  the  right  of  the  line  uf 
iRiid  defen^efl  for  Havajinah  and  t(ive  it  all  tlie  Ktreiigth  and  protection  in  my  power. 
I  Uave  the  honor  tw  l>e,  ^e^y  rv«iHH'lIuMy, 

\Vm.  W.  HrKTER, 

Flatf-Offirrr,  i'ttmmnmiiny  AJiont. 
TJeu tenant-General  Uardkr,  Provisional  Army  C.  8. 

IltivingcffocUmlly  dcstroypii  the  niilroftd  hridj^e  by  fim,  I  nddrcKHod 
Lieutcnant-Genenil  Jlardee  the  following  note: 

Near  ani>  AitnvB  thk  Bavannaii  Railwav  BRitxiE, 

December  J ^,  lHG4—tl:30a.  m, 
Ijwfc  night  I  hunie't  effectually  the  railway  bridge  over  the  Savannah  River. 
In  deeceiiding  ihe  river  llnt>  day  to  jiive'  yon  all  the  aH»iManee  In  my  jmwer,  I 
en(!i.iunlenHl  a  ImttiTy  of  artillery,  Hiipporte*!  by  infantry,  po**twl  near  Broad  River. 
I  eu}^t^Ml  it  ftir  a  liine,  lint  tindiii^  ila  piwitiori  too  nirong  for  me  to  past'^  the  ketuilufr 
being  disabled  iind  the  other  vesa^ls  Htruek  in  eeveral  place?,  I  was  (X)Uipelk'd  to 
leave  the  liemhtle  anil  rt'timi  to  the  bridge,  wliere  I  will  act  an  iK'fiwion  may  rtHpiire. 
I  am,  very  rLvpeetfuily, 

Wm.  W .   lirXTKR, 

Flaff-Officer,  Commanding  Afloat. 
Lientenant-Oenenil  W,  J.  Habobb,  Proviuional  Army  C.  B., 

('(mtmanding  Farce*^  Abninrvifi,  fta. 

The  investment  of  Savannah  by  the  enemy  caused  numerous  l>at- 
tories  to  Ik!  placed  by  the  enemy  aw  the  bunk  of  the  Savannah  River 
tA)  oppo.se  my  return  to  Savannah.  1  enjratred  these  with  the  Stnnpftmu 
Jfttroji^  and  the  river  wteamer  Ihaolvle  (tno  latter  being  arnted  with 
musketry  only),  I  leading  iti  the  Sitm^mm.  All  the  vesseli*  were 
pierced  by  Purrott  shells,  several  bursting  on  Itoard.  The  Rtvofuft: 
wa-sdlsalili'd  und  taken  and  the  SumpAou  and  }fn<ft}}  narrowly  escaiied 
destruetitm.  Tiie.se  vessels  were  withdrawn  only  when  it  was  founa  to 
be  irniM)wsil»li:'  to  pit^s  the  batteries.  A  sudden  rise  in  the  Savannah 
River  admitted  the  pa.ssage,  of  the„se  ve^^sels  to  Augusta,  the  t»nly  |)oint 
available  to  obtain  subsistence  and  repiiir  damages.  I  have  not  yet 
received  any  report  from  Commander  T.  W.  Hrent,  of  the  Savtimta/t/ 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Gwathmey,  of  tlie  battery  Oeitrgia;  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  H.  H.  Dalton,  of  the  steam  gunboat  hondigtt.  I 
learn  l»y  rumor  that  these  officers  and  the  news  of  their  vessels  are  at 
Charleston,  S.  C-.  and  that  the  Suviitmah  and  Otovgia  were  destroyed. 
The  fate  of  the  ho/nli(/a  is  an  3'et  officially  unknown  to  me.  As  soon 
as  1  can  get  reports  from  Commander  T.  \V.  Brent.  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding \V.  (iwathriiev,  and  [jienteimnt  Comtnniiding  11.  H.  Dalton 
of  the  condition  of  their  eomaiauds^  these  will  be  dispatched  to  you. 
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will  cooiu'rute  with  iL*^  lucans  at  niy  disposiil  with  Brit,nidipr-treneral 
B.  D.  Fry,  rommanding  Iho  military  ffircos  hore. 
1  nave  the  honor  to  he,  very  Vespectfullv, 

Wm.    W.   Hl.'NTKB, 

Fl4Uj-Opcer^  C<mkmandlmf  AJlmit. 
Hon.  S.  K.  Maluhiy, 

iitcntary  of  Dw  Navy. 


[TelvKnmu) 

Charlkwton,  [n^remlHrr]  SS7,  [1S641 
General  Buauregard  and  myself  airn'e  in  thinUin^r  it  hijjrhly  important 
that  vour  vt'ssols  should  patrol  tho.  river  from  Sistor's  Kcrrv  to  Mut- 
thew'^s  Blutf. 

W.  J.  Haudek, 

Llenteiuint-Oe^ieral. 
Coininodtin^  AV.  W.  ITuNTiin. 


Order  of  Fla4j-< officer  //u/j/rt-,  C,  S,  Navy^  to  Cmnmunder  BreiU^  O.  S. 

JVitvj/,    to    funti^h    iietoiUd    repm't    regardinif  taU  opentthm  at 

Samnrmh. 

AuouffTA,  Ga.  ,  JJitf^dtt-r  '27^  ISfij,.. 

Be  plea.sed^  at  your  parliest  convtMiitMicc,  to  tranNinit  inc,  fur  tli« 
infonnution  of  tho  h()n<H'jible  Navy  Dt-parlmcnt,  tlie  oimdition  of  your 
command  and  all  thr  i-irciimst^ini'CH  in  detail  ronsequent  on  your  late 
ojx'rations  at  Savannah  and  prc.s«'nt  condition  at  Charleston. 

I  have  tlie  Mfjifv  and  Sitmjmm  heiv;  also  (here  are  here  several  of 
the  officers  late  f^tationod  on  .shore  at  Savannah. 
Very  reapectfiJly. 

W.  W.  IICKTEH, 

Flag-Officer^  Commanding  A^^mt. 
Commander  T.  \V.  Bkknt,  Pr'o\  isional  Navy  C.  S. 

P.  S.  — Please,  j/ive  me  any  infornifiti(m  you  may  have  in  relation  to 
lieutenant  (.Vmmiandin^  II.  H.  Dultun  and  the  htrndtga;  also  the  fate 
f  the   Wuttrv  Witch. 

W.  W.  H.,  ProviHional  Nuvy  C.  S. 

[Order  of  same  date  ami  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  W.  Gwathmey, 
C.  S.  Nuvy,  late  coimnanding  C.  S.  ironclad  Geoi(j'uu\ 


Li 

of  tho 


[Telegram.! 

Acuusta,  FMremher  28^  JS64. 
The  Mwym  and  S/im/>non  are  i*e|>fliriu(i;  damajj^es.     The  condition  of 
the  Savannali  Hiver  will  not  admit  of  tlieir  pi-oce<«lin(j  to  Sister's 
Feriy  or  Matthew's  Blutf. 

Wm.  W.  Huntkr, 
Fliig-Ojfker^  Ct^miminding  Afloat, 
Lieutenant- Genera  I  Hakdek. 

C/uirlejif4/ii,  S,  C. 
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JSeportof  Flaff'Ojffvrr  TFuutrr,  C  6'.  Naiyi/^rf/t'tnm/  t^i  f'e^/>f>rU  rt^^t*i 
nyanliuij  n^Kfutifnm  ai  Sfivanmr/i. 

OrncK  or  C.  S.  Navy  Aoent. 
Aufjuifttt,  Ga.,  December  ^8^  ISG^. 
I  bavo  repeive<l  this  day  from  Couiuiunder  T.  W.  Broiit.  C  S.  Na^'y^ 

dateti  C'hiirlestou,  S.  C,  r)<^ct'ni>mr  5J4,  1S*I4-,  his  narmliun  of  tlic  dis- 
positiou  of  the  vosspls  of  the  Savunniih  Snundron  within  the  lines  of 
mvoi^tiuent  of  the  enemy  there:  also  j'ourletter  of  directions  to  ine  of 
December  14,  lHti4,  should  the  enemy  ''>ret  and  hold  Savannah,"  and 
also  a  hotter  from  Captain  inCharj^eS.  S.  L(*e,  dated  Richmond,  De<'cm- 
her  17,  lHt>4.  I  herewith  transnut  you  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Com- 
mander T.  W.  Brent,  C  8.  Nav3%  above  alluded  to,  a.-*  the  l>est  manner 
of  informing  you  of  all  the  circumstanees  pertaining  to  that  {mrtof 
the  Savannah  Squadron  embraced  in  the  investment  i>f  Savannah.  T 
have  not  vet  received  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  H. 
Daitoti,  f*rovi»ional  Navy  C.  S.,  which  Commander  T.  W .  Brent 
informed  me  would  he  transmitted,  and  so  soon  as  received  I  will  have 
the  honor  to  tmnsmit  you.  On  ye.sttTday  I  dcHcribed  to  you  fully 
the  condition  and  position  of  the  Mtiam  and  Saifij>K<ni^  whicli  vessels 
were  cut  off  fitmi  Savannah  whilt>t  on  service  desijfuated  by  Lieutenant- 
Gencral  Hardee  on  the  Savannah  Hiver,  that  thest*  vcHsels  werr  repair- 
ing; damat'cs,  and  that  i  had  informetl  Brifiradier-Oenenii  H.  D.  Fry, 
conunatianig  tl>e  military  forces  here,  of  my  readine^^s  to  ci>operate 
with  him. 

1  have  the  Innior  to  be,  very  rcsixjclfullvi 

Wm.  W.  Huntick, 
yhuj-OffiiUft^  Vomiiittudhuj  ^[fftuU. 
IIoii.  S.  K.  Mam/)uy, 

Sefrttan/  of  the  Navy, 


[Tvlt-Bmiii.] 

AuGUffTA,  Ga.,  Dei-einhcr  S9^  186^. 
Please  (»btain   authonty   from    the  QuHrtermfL-^tcr-General   of  tlic 
Army  to  authorize  Major  |  Lemuel  ().  |   Bridewell,  (iuart<.'rmuster  at 
Augusta,  to  furnish  slnies  and  clothing  to  the  meu  of  my  naval  com- 
mand.    Many  are  barefottt  and  unclad? 
Resp«vtfully, 

Wm.    W.   lilTNTER, 

J'fa^'(/jffcet\  Onitmamlhuj  ^[fltxit. 

PayniJister  in  Charge,  Jamks  A.  Skmi*i-e,  C.  S.  Navy, 

liwhoiond.,  Va, 


Sepori  of  Oomnuifi^af  Hrenty  0.  S.  Ntivy^  r^nrding  the  ctmdition  of 
the  late  /Savannah  command. 


^  CuAKLES-roN.  S.  C,  iJerrmhrr  ;}0^  fSG^. 

H  Slit:  1  lx?g  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tetter  of  the 

H  37th  instant. 

H  I'mlcr  date  of  (he  26th  instant,   I  sent  you  a  cduutmnication   by 

I  Third  .^Sf^istjint  Kngineer  T.  O.  McCtosky,  giving  you  in  detail  the 
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iition  of  1113'  coiimmnd  urn!  ciivnnistaiicoH  couaC()uoiit  upon  luy  Utii 
operntions  at  Siivanmih.  I  also  transniittvfl  n  copy  of  it  totlio  IVpart- 
ment.  1  presupiie  ymi  roeeivorl  tliut  lottor  •since  the  date  of  your  lott^'V 
to  iTic  and  that  you  liiive  the  reiniinnl  information.  If  ii(»t,  and  yon  will 
apprine  nu>  by  t*'lc|^mpli,  I  will  LrmiHiiiit  you  a  copy.  I  forwarded 
you  to-dav  hy  mail  aii  official  letter  from  thi»  OtHce  of  Ordei-s  luul 
betttil  a!i<l  another  letter  with  ito  olHcial  mark,  t>oth  handed  to  mo. 
In  relation  to  the  present  eondition  lit*rL'  of  the  late  Savannah  com- 
niand,  .since  my  letter  of  the  i^tith,  1  havi!  to  .state  that  an  order  was 
received  l)y  Fhifr-Officer  Tucker  from  the  Navy  Dejwirtnient.  directing 
him,  after  retaining;  .such  ofiicers  and  men  as  he  mij^ht  remiire  for  his 
8f]uadron,  to  send  tlie  nsidiie  to  Flatf-Officer  Pinkney  at  Wilmin^rton. 
Ijinutcnant  C^ommandin^'  Dalton  went  in  command  of  the  party  to 
Wilming'tou,  as  Licurenant  Owatliincv  was  si<rk  in  hospital  at  the 
time;  ho  expects  to  leave  in  n  few  days.  It  was  ordered  by  the 
■  Department  that  1  should  jftj  if  npcessary,  Init  it  was  n{)t  jud^fed  to  l>6 
'  so,  either  by  Flag-Olhcer  linker  or  myself.  1  therefore  remain  liero 
to  attend  to  matters  relating;  to  the  command  and  to  await  the  orders 
of  the  Department.  I  regret  to  inform  yon  that  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  tf.  W.  McGnith,  of  the  Satytnufth;  Third  Assisliint  Fjiffineer 
McDonald,  of  the  irionjla;  Third  Assi^^tant  Ea^Mneer  Cronk.  of  the 
Firtjlxiy  and  Master's  Mate  [E,  \V,]  Skinner,  of  the  Firtfi/^  remained 
with  tlie  enemy  at  Savannah.  Three  of  the  S(rrfi/inti/i\orci\'  were  left 
at  the  hospital  at  Savannah.  Twenty-three  deserted  !>efore  Icavinff 
Savannah  or  strajj^jyied  on  the  rtmd  to  this  place.  Of  the  Gf^rtrfjta^H 
crew,  ti  were  left  in  Savannah  and  \h  were  niissinj;  on  the  way 
between  Savannah  and  Charleston.  I  have  no  iuforniation  from  the. 
hondiqa  of  her  losses.  Aeting  Ma.**ter's  Mate  E.  W.  Wyutt,  of  the 
Gt'orgia„  remained  at  Hardeevillc  and  has  not  yet  reported  here.  I 
ordered  Pilots  Hernandez  and  Austin  to  report  to  you  and  ffave  a 
week's  leave  to  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Fabian,  with  orih>rs  to 
report  to  you.  I  tidetrraphed  to  you  yesterday,  reipn^stinj,'  that 
Assistant  Payniaster  Keim  mipht  come  here  immediately  io  attend  to 
hia  interest  and  armn^fe  for  the  transfer  of  the  otticers  and  crew  of  the 
Sdi^nmah^  Fht'fy^  and  Wattr  Wiffh^  a*  unfortunately  nH  of  the  pay- 
mu^tcrV  paper.*  were  lost  with  the  (destruction  of  the  Savannah. 
1  am,  yerj*  rcsipectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

Thos.  AV.  Brent, 

Comniatid&r. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Cammanditig  Ajioat^  AmjuMtft^  Ga. 


Mepori  of  Lieutenant  Girathmt^j^  i\  S.  JV(n*y^  reffartiing  informaium 

alrt.-ady  firru-a  nhd. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  December  SO ^  JSG^, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rex*eipt  of  your  eonmmni- 

cfttion  of  the  27th  instant.     In  reply  I  have  to  state  tliat  Commander 

lirent  informs  me  that  he  has  sent  you  in  detail  all  the  iiifr>rniation 

which  you  call  for,  and  whicli  you  liave  doubtless  received  i)cforc  thw, 
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making:  it  only  ncfOHSftry  for  nie  to  add  thut  I  am  oi*dered  to  Wilming- 
ton l)y  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tho  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

W.  GwATHMEr, 

Lieiitf*fujnt  Commanding^  Pnavutianal  Navy  (\  S, 
Flag-Officer  \V.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 


Order  of  the  St^Tfturi/  of  the  Navy  to  Fla^-Officer  JJunter^  C,  S,  Ntwyp 
reyardiTUf  tter-vice  to  J>e  performed  by  Am  command  tit  Auguntn^  Ga. 

Office  of  Oiidf.rs  and  Detail, 
€.  S.  Nnry  Depnrtmeiity  Richmond^  Fvi.,  Deremher  ,31^  JS64.. 
Sir:  You  will  have  the  Hteam  vesisela  under  your  couimand  repaired 
aiul  ket'p  tlioni  in  ifyidinoHs  for  any  service  you  may  be  called  upon  to 
render  in  tlm  river  and  for  the  defense  of  Aujjusta.  Reixirt  the  con- 
dition of  thd  vo,s.seLs  and  wliether  you  ai-e  in  want  of  olHecrs  and  men, 
or  anytliinjr  pl'^e  that  mav  i>e  nece.ssarv  for  the  outtit  of  the  vessels. 

You  will  report  also  tlio  naiut^s  of  the  officers  and  number  of  men 
attached  to  ea<'l!  st^^atner,  and  giv4^  a  full  aooountof  your  leaving  Savan- 
nah and  piwsajjc  up  the  river. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  very  resjicctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain  in.  Charijtf, 

Fla^'  Oliicer  W.  \V.  Hintku,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Auyw(t*i^  Ga. 

lit^jtort  iff  Fituj-Ojpcer  Hunter ^  C.  S.  Navy^  regardin{f  general  matters, 

Augusta,  January  ^^  JA6S. 
In  niv  report  t^*  you  fi-oni  this  ]diire  of  the  *2S>th  ultimo,  1  stated  that 
Pilot  Kleetww)d  had  l>een  dispati^hed  from  the  C.  S.  S.  ^n<xm  to  join 
the  t'/S,  S.  Siirantia/t  and  bad  not  i>een  heard  from.  I  have  now  to 
state  that  he  has  t+inoe  that  |7eri<Kl  reported  to  me  at  this  place  and  \n 
now  here.  1  have  pla«'(>d  the  pilots  on  duty  li*'  watrh  othccrs  and  assign 
them  anj  duty  wherein  they  ean  l>e  u-seful.  In  a  report  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  }u>ii  roeoived  from  Commander  T.  W,  Brent,  (  .  S.  Navv,  from 
Chnrlestoii,  S.  C,  ho  states  that  Acting  Master's  Mate  K.  W.  Wyatt, 
Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  of  the  ff\:onjta^  remained  at  iianh^eville  on 
his  way  with  th«  Gforf/ia^m  crew  from  Savannah.  That  3  of  the  Savan- 
nafCs  crew  were  left  at  the  howpitid  at  Savannah.  2.S  deseiled  iMjfore 
leaving  Savannah  or  straggled  on  the  i-oad  to  C'harle-ston.  Of  the 
Gettrgiaif  crew,  *i  were  left  in  Savannah  and  15  were  missing  on  the 
way  l>etween  Sjivannah  and  Charleston.  I  have  nearly  completed 
repairing  damaj^^os  of  the  Mtiam  and  Samjttum.  Tlie  shaft  of  former 
was  bent  and  the  hojf  chains  of  the  Samps/m  wei-e  shot  away.  I  wait 
vour  instructions  tourhinjjr  the  remnant  of  the  Savannah  S<|uadron. 
>Ye  will  endeavor  to  make  ourjselves  useful  !o  the  cause  hero  or  elae- 
whcrc. 

Very  reHpeotfully, 

Wm.  \V.  Hunter. 
l*%tg'  Ojficer,  ComDumdtTig. 

Captain  in  Chnrge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Order  of  Fhtg- Officer  JlunUr^  C.  S.  Novy^  to  the  n/iiy  ag^td  at 
AngitMii^  Ga,y  rcgardiug  wood  for  the  C.  S,  nt^?7ierii  Mcuxm  and 
Sampson, 

Augusta,  January  S^  1866. 
Herewith  aro  duplinitp.  requisitions  for  20  coH.s  of  dry  pine  wood 
for  fuel  for  the  C'onfcdorato  ;^tcaii*(?rs  Mavon  and  Sampno)}.  As  these 
vefisols  cau  not  movf  without  fuol  alludod  to,  mid  tno  coniuiarMlin(j 
brig^adier  [^onoralj,  B.  D.  Fry,  infonns  inti  tlint  lie  r«n  not  furnish 
said  fuel.  I  feel  it  an  inijxTutive  duty  to  endeavor  to  ohtaiin  it  by 
requisition  on  you. 

Very  reti^iectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flay-Officef\  €(/inmtinding, 
Wm.  F.  HowelLj 

6'.  S,  Nairy  Ag*mt^  AnguKtu,  On. 


L 


Order  of  WUig-Officer  Ilunffr^  (.'.  iS.  -Xovy^  to  Liimtennnt  ^'onien,  C.  S. 
Mwy^  txonvmndlny  C.  S.  A'.  SaiupKim^  for  an  ex/fedt'tton  in  the 
Savannah  Jiiiitr,  for  the  jiur/XMf  o/  viaHug  ftotmdiny«. 

Augusta,  January .{,  hS65. 
The  commanding  f»eneral  desires  an  ottieer  and  boat's  rrcw  be 
iLSsigned  hini  to  sound  the  Savannali  Kiver  at  different  n<iint-s.  An 
officer  of  ongincers  will  necoiupauy  the  otiieer  in  eoninianaof  the  boat 
and  direct  what  \h  needful  to  be  done.  A  Hteamer  will  tow  up  the  i 
bout  di^^putched  un  thi.s  serviee.  The  work  which  will  be  iirst  dune  is 
within  a  few  miles  of  Augusta.  A  week^s  rations  will  be  nece.ssaiy 
when  the  boat  shall  hv  dispatched  more  distant  from  Auj^usta.  Ph-ase 
send  Master's  Mate  .Folmson,  Provisional  Navy  C-  S.,  and  a  gfoiKl  boat 
and  boat's  rrew,  llirect  him  to  be  curefid  of  the  boat  and  en-w  and 
returti  to  the  Sa/njmni  when  the  work  is  crnnpleted.  Yon  can  assijjn 
the  boat  from  either  the  Maifm  or  Somjutnn  and  select  the  crew  from 
either  of  these  vessels. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
JFlng-OffiA'ftnr^  Cffmmand'nnj  AfJ*Mit, 

(Lieutenant  C'akvks,  C.  S.  Navy,! 
Cohiiiiandino  C  S,  S.  Art 


Sajnpmm. 


liejMtrt  of  1^1  a <j- Officer  Hunter,  t\  S,  A^rt/v/,  regarding  the  approach- 
ing annpfetion  iff  repairs  on  tJte  V.  S.  vtcaintrrn  Mac*m  and  Sampttofi. 

Augusta,  January  4t  1865. 
T  have  this  day  received  two  letters  fi-oni  yon  of  the  .5th  and  I2th 
Dpoeniber,  1SH4,  forwarded  to  me  at  this  place  by  Commander  T.  W. 
Brent,  Provisional  Navy  C  S.,  from  Charlestyon.  S.  <!..  the  latter 
approvinj^  of  my  dis|xisltion  of  the  Mattm.  I  have  nearly  complet^'d 
tne  damages  of  the  C  iS.  steamers  Macon  and  Sam/hion^  and,  in 
accordance  with  the  discretion  you  have  conferred  on  me,  1  will  use 
the  force  still  under  my  command  to  the  best  advanta^'e. 
Verv  i-espectfuliv. 

Wai.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-Officer^  Oommandii%g. 
Captain  in  Charge  S.  S,  Lee,  C.  S.  Ntt\y. 
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Report  of  Flag-  OMcer  Hunter^  O.  S.  Navy^  refjaTiling  t/w  availAihUUy 
jorjurt/nt'  UHefuln^^  of  the  C.  S.  sUnmers  S^im/ffion  and  Macmu 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  5^  1S€5. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  pxpvo.ss  Ui  you  a  condensed  stHteniont  of  the 
t«udition  of  t!ii'  avuihiijility  for  furth(M-  usrfulnu.ss  of  the  imval  com- 
mand lit  this  phice.  In  vessels  it  consist-s  of  tho  JAirow,  (>  ^iins,  IS 
olGcors,  ftiid  :so  men  avnilable  for  duty,  embracing:  two  seacoast  pilots 
Hnd  on«  river  pilot.  The  SanipNnn  hiis  2  t'u»S  ^^  officers,  and  30 
men.  Those  vej*seU  cum  only  move  in  tlie  Savannah  Hivcr  at  itw 
highest 8tage.  The  lis*-  and  fall  of  the  river  i.s  sudden,  sitid  thin  ren- 
ders tho  vessels  liable,  nay,  utmost  certain  to  Ijo  left  aground  in  auv 
attempt  to  patrol  the  river.  The  di-aft  of  water  of  tliewt*  vewsels,  witli 
fuel,  IS  nearly  8  feet.  The  J/ftnm  is  so  thoroughly  rotten  that  lK>th 
her  plank  and  timl>orH  may  be  i)icked  to  piecej*  !)y  hand.  She  is 
hogged  by  the  simple  action  of  her  machinerv  about  In  inchcH.  She 
hiis  not  the  sti-ength  to  bear  gi'Qixndiiig.  Tier  machinery  is  good. 
The  Sift/tjfMiin  has  a  verticiil  condensing  engine.  Her  cyJi'i'^o**  ^'*  vul- 
nerable for  1*J  feet  alwve  her  water  line;  her  frame  iind  jiUnking  are 
sound,  and  she  is  copi>ered;  would  prove  a  useful  vessel  and  well 
worth  .Having  for  future  uses.  The  topt>graphy  of  the  country  in  the 
vicinity  of  Augusta  would  place  these  vessels  completely  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  batteries  used  in  assailing  Augusta  witnout  the  ability'  of 
etfectualiy  returning  their  lire.  An  investment  of  Augusta  by  the 
enemy  would  necessarily  involve  the  destruction  of  these  vessels,  as 
there  is  not  water  sufficient  to  take  them  higher  up  the  Savannah  River. 
Pcnviving  no  manner  of  using  them  effectually  for  the  defense  of 
Augusta,  and  yet  the  importance  of  saving  their  personnel  and  nmt(>- 
rial  .shouUl  Augusta  not  falU  I  respectfully  submit,  in  view  of  the 
present  aspect  of  aifairs,  that  it  may  conduce  to  the  public  interotst 
to  tnin^ifer  to  a  more  useful  held  of  action  the  officers,  pilots,  and 
men  not  absolutely  necessaiy  to  the  c4ire  of  the  Sninpi<oh  and  M'h'*>ii 
and  to  effect  the  destruction  of  those  vessels  should  events  render 
such  a  rcsoun-o  imperatively  indispensable.  Though  1  am  prepared 
to  exercise  the  discretion  with  which  you  have  vested  me  to  tho 
most  useful  end  as  circumstances  may  arise.  I  deem  it  my  duty  t(» 
ucipmint  you  wjtli  the  precise  condition  of  my  conunand  here.  In  my 
letter  to  you  of  December  2l»,  lSt>J,  1  stated  that  S^^acoast  Pilots  Aus- 
tin and  Hernandez  had  joined  me  here  from  Charleston,  8.  C,  since 
which  time  also  Pilots  Ferguson  and  KleetwtMKl  have  also  reported 
here.  St^cond  Assistant  Engineer  Fabian  and  Third  Assistant  Engi- 
neer T.  O.  McClosky,  P^ovi^ional  Navy  V.  S.,  have  also  reported  to 
me  at  this  place  and  are  supenumieraries  available  for  transfer.  Will 
you  please  inform  me  what  disposition  I  shall  make  of  these? 
Very  rcjspcctfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Klag-Officer^  Commanding* 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C  S.  Navy. 


Rf/fort  of  Fiiifj-O^AU'v  Hunter^  C  S.  Nuftf,  n^gardiyifj  fh*?  {i^^Mtruction 
offne  C\  S.  S,  Ifttmdiga  at  i^avannah^  (ni. 

AUGU.STA,  Ga.,  Jan-uary  ff,  JS6S, 
Having   not   received   anv  report   from   Lieutenant   Commanding 
//,  //.  LhiHoOj  Provwioaal  Navj^  C.  S.,  late  commander  of  the  Coa-i 
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fo<loi*at(i  strainer  Txondlya^  I  tninsniit  you  tljr  followiiijj  .statement 
received  this  day  from  ConimandiT  T.  \V.  Hrent,  dat<'(i  Chnrlestou, 
S.  C,  .January  4,  1865,  viz: 

All  that  I  call  inyeolf  ptaU*  in  rt'lation  to  the  hond'ujtty  bcsidw*  what  is  {;onlJMne<l  in 
my  rep^jft  i^f  the  26th,  is  that  the  Jjtondigo,  at  the  rtHjuest  of  (teneral  Ihuviee,  was 
placcl  alHivi!  thw  imiitiHtM  tmtlgc  (or  its  pruteclinri  Jiiriug  the  cvanialion  of  thu 
Inioiw.  AfttT  tliit*  uiity  wim  |Hjrf«ni«xl  and  tht^  bri<lKi'  'Iwtroye'l,  I  ww  tlie  Itmtiftifjtt 
on  tlie  niorning  of  the  'JUt  anil  ini]ipo8ecl  her  to  he  on  her  way  to  join  nie  at  Scfe- 
vcu'e  Ferry.  >kt^>n  afttr  I  peix-eivu*!  Uvr  to  be  on  fire.  Lieulenaut  I>aItoii  harfeince 
infoniierl  me,  on  our  uiM-'tinx  at  Hanit^ville,  that  in  attemptiuK  to  cotii**  down  to 
join  me  he  hm)  ^roniide*],  and  seeing  that  the  city  w&i*  in  pow'eM'iun  of  the  enemy, 
ami  that  there  wii?  no  iiieauH  of  ew-ape,  he  thouj^ht  it  pn.iper  lu  alwudon  and  flestroy 
his  \*ee6cl  to  prevent  her  from  falliniu;  iato  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

ThoMAH  W.   BRBttT, 

ConmmndorT.\V,  Hrcnt  also  iiiftirms  mo  Unit  ^^utthorcqiio.stof  Flag- 
Offict^r  Tattnall  lie  had  tnin.stVrred  Assistant  Siii'jreon  ^f.  Ford  from 
tho  WftU'r  Witrfi  to  the  inafino  dottichment  under  Captain  J.  \i.  F.Tatt- 
nall, scrvino;  with  the  army  in  tln^  line  of  defenses  l)ef<>re  Savannah. 
Assistjint  Surj^'oon  Ford  fontiiuii'tl  with  the  nmriiies  on  the  evatrimtion 
of  the  city,  and  remains  on  duty  with  them  on  thi.s  station."  I  have 
also  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  H.  C  Foutc.  Provisional  Navy 
C-  S.,  Ims  heen  ordered  hy  Flajr^)lHeer  Tucker  tu  report  to  him  for 
duty  by  authority  from  Ibc  Loiiorahle  Navy  Deiwrtment* 
Very  rcHi)€ctfidly, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
J'ltuj'Offi^'er^  Commanding. 

Cuptain  in  Charge  S.  S.  IjEK,  C  S.  Navy. 


Rt'jfifH  of  LtenUtuint  Cormtock,   C.  S.  iVflwy,  requesting  instrtu'tiotis 
refjnrding  the  dUpfmtlon  oftioo  de«erter«  jTfWi  Sftermmi^s  anny. 

C  S.  S.  Mauin.  JauHartj  (K  ISGS. 
Sir:  Oti  the  12th  of  Ucccmljer,  IStU,  Master  d.  W.  McCarrick, 
whde  on  a  scoutinj^  expedition,  picked  up  two  deserters  from  Gencml 
Sherman's  army.  These  two  men,  from  Air.  McCarrick's  report,  were 
evidently  tryinjr  to  escape  from  their  cnmmand.  While  returning,  it 
became  neecs.sary  to  open  tire  on  the  enemy,  and  these  two  men  ren- 
dered some  asHLstanec  by  iirtnjf  on  their  own  party. 

Whd«r  on  I>nardof  this  vessel  they  have  behaved  well,  and  liave  had 
oppoit  unities  of  hitvinp^  the.  ship.  They  are  anxious  to  return  t^>  their 
hon»es. 

1  respectfully  refer  to  you  for  the  necessary  instructions  as  to  what 
eour^e  to  pursue  toward  them,  or  what  disposition  to  make  of  them. 
Uespeclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Comst<x;k, 

lAeHtenttnt  ir'  Chivfje, 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navv, 

Commanainfj  Aflttai. 
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Uttpott  o/  J*'la{/- Officer  ITunU'i-j  C.  S.  ^vz/ry,   rcffurdui^  tJie-  d4i8ert!fm 

(if  /tiiot-if. 

Augusta,  January  9,  J86o. 
1  have  to  report  tbo  desertion  of  G.  J.  Clark,  pilot  for  the  waters 
ndjiifoiit  to  Siivaiiiiuh,  ami  hi.s  .sou,  C'hurles  Clark,  lirst-rlaiw  bo\%  and 
also  Uivrr  I*ilot  Billy  Kugff,  nc^nj,  nil  of  the  C  8.  S-  Satnptfon.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  these  have  deserted  to  the  eiiomv  and  arc 
finding  their  way  to  Savannah  for  that  purpose,  their  families  heinjr 
there.  This  de^eition  leaves  the  Sfimpftn  without  a  river  pilot,  and 
will  give-  the  enemy  the  lierietit  of  IJilly  Hugg's  service.s,  who  is  one  of 
tho  best  pilots  on  the  Savannah  River, 
Verv  respeetfidiv, 

\Vm.  W.  Huxtkk, 
/'/fff/-  0^fivet\  Co7ti//tam/infj. 

CaptAin  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lkk.  C.  S.  Navy. 


I 


Rffpart  of  Fluff-  (f£i<'er  Hunter,  C  S.  Navt^,  regtirding  rejtairH  io  C.  S. 

titeamers  Macon  and  Sampson,  and  their  sermces  in  the  Sfwannah 

River. 

AuuuSTA,  Ga.,  Jnniiary  ,9,  ISiWi, 

1  have  Uiis  day  received  your  order  of  the  31st  ultimo,  directing  me 
to  have — 

The  steam  vcswIb  tinder  voiir  romnian'l  rt'imireil  and  keep  thvin  in  n'iuliiii^*  for 
any  fl('rvi(-e  you  ruav  Iw  calliMl  upon  U\  rpiidfi-  in  the  river  and  for  the  (U-fciiBc  ril 
AitKiiRlA.  Kepfirt  Oie  (•omiition  nf  (ho  vff^wli:*  Jiiul  whether  yciii  we  in  Wiiiit  nf  <»ffi. 
%x.T^  nnd  men,  or  iinvthing  eipe  that  may  Ix-  n^*«'e!'«ary  for  the  outfit  nf  the  M'.felft. 

Yon  will  rt»iwrt  aW)  the  names  of  the  olfn-erH  an<i  nninl«'r  of  men  altttchf<i  l<ieHc;ti 
fiteainer,  and  g^ivc  a  fall  aecnunt  of  your  leaving  Savannah  and  ivishh^  up  the  river. 

In  olwdience  thereto  1  res|H*etfu]ly  report  that  the  dauia);res  to  tho 
Confederate  stejiiuers  Mnam  and  Stuujmof  have  been  repuire<l,  and 
that  these  vessels  are  in  readiness  for  service,  exeept  a  supply  of  fuel, 
which  is  now  hv\\\^  obtained.  One  of  tho  MaanCa  propelfer  nhnfts 
w;us  Ih'hI;  it  1ms  been  tjikiMi  out,  straijrhlenpd,  and  rephicrd;  bcrsmok**- 
stiiek  and  woodwork  was  daniajjed  fiy  shell,  but  not  sutlieiently  to  nro- 
vent  iior  power  of  loromotion.  'I'iie  bendinif  of  her  propeller  snaft 
rendercd  it  necesnary  to  take  her  in  tow  by  the  Samptntu  from  7  miles 
above  Shell  BhttT  to  Aii»^tj>tiu  The  SantjMon  had  her  hog  braces  shot 
away  and  her  woodwork  above  water  piei*ced  and  rent  by  shells  and 
the  bursting  of  these  on  Imard;  not,  however,  sutHciently  to  prevent 
her  power  of  locomotion.  The  Jl'/iy/n  and  Stnnpmn,  do  not  require 
either  otticers  or  men.  Two  of  tho  pilots  deserted  hist  nij^ht.  I  will 
endeavor  to  obtain  another  river  pilot.  F'unds  and  dothinfj  for  the 
officers  and  crew  are  needed;  the  former  have  Ui-en  reipiirnd  for  by 
Assistjuit  I'avmaster  M.  L.  Scjthoron.  Prtnisonal  Navy  C.  S..  and  the 
most  ni'edfuf  artich-s  of  the  latter  are  bein^  i)rocurc<l  fn)m  the  navy 
a^'cnt  at  this  plaee.  Herewith  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  otticers  and 
number  of  men  att.M,ched  to  the  Mnt^»>n  and  t%tmpf<oii.  In  relation  U^w 
full  account  of  my  leaving  Savannah  and  pussaj^e  up  the  river.  I  would 
refer  you  to  mv  letters  of  the  27tb  uUium,  datinl  Augusta,  addressed 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tho  Navy,  contatnin;^^  copies  of  lettoiti; 
from  Lieutenant-General  llurdcc,  and  my  replica  thereto.     The  fol- 
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lowing  <lisptttche»  were  received  hy  me  from  Generals  Heauregurd 
and  Hardee: 

PocoTALloo,  Ikcnnhrr  so,  J864. 
It  ix  CAwntJal  that  SavHUti»h  River  should  bp  cnniniamletl  by  yuur  jsmilKiati*  iw 
\imfiiw  potwililH  from  llie  cneiiiy'i^  np|ier  t^mtlerieni  ti>  an  hljsU  up  w  nuvipiiion  will 
permit. 

G.  T.  BSAt'KEOARn, 

Oenerftl. 
Coinmoilorp  HrNTKR, 

On  iKMinl  Mfiam^  near  I*urif9hurg 

Also  this: 

HKAmirARTEIlJi, 
San/rmtth,  Oft.,  DtTtTn/n-r  lU,  lS*t4. 
8rR:  I  havo  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  (-awe  of  the  evai-uatioit  of  Suvutinuh, 
hy  nrrariKeinpnt  with  ('ajtlain  Brent,  C  S.  Navy,  cotitmuiidinf;,  etc,  thy  BluamcTH 
Imuiliga  and  l-'irrflif  will,  if  practirable,  be  sent  uji  the  river  to  join  you.  I  have  to 
request,  in  that  rase,  that  you  will  patrol  the  river  from  the  Charlepton  and  J^van- 
nah  Railroad  bridge  an  far  up  a^  pnwihie.  If  ffireed  up  the  river  hy  the  enemy,  all 
the  f4tcamen<  under  your  cuuimand  i>hou!d  continue  to  go  up  as  far  a.<f  the  state  of  tho 
water  will  pi-nnit. 

1  am.  very  nwiiectfully,  your  obeclient  nervant, 

W.  J.  IlAanKK, 

Lieuteitarii-  Gamml. 
Commodore  W.  W.  HrxTEH, 

Ftwj-Offlcer,  Owimfwdintj  Aftoai^  Saifumnh  Rim. 

M'hilst  ptitvoUinrf  Jhe  river  near  Sister's  Ferry  T  learned  of  the  fall 
of  SttviuHinh.  I  lIuMi  |»ro<'cedc'd  to  Shell  Hhiir,  where  the  fall  of 
Snviinnah  hoiiitr  contirnied.  I  repaired  to  Aiigu.sta  whilst  the  !>ttit«  of 
the  river  admitted  of  its  aseeiit  U*  that  i)oiii(,  and  barely  reaelied  it, 
lifter  tfronndin^j;  twiee,  owinjj  to  the  sudden  full  of  the  river.  To 
have  neen  caught  ii^ruiind  in  the  Savjinnnh  Kiver  wonld  have  re?i- 
dered  the  vetwmri  nsele.'^H  and  unnhle  either  tn  eomniunii  ate  with  head- 
<|narterH  or  obtain  nnhsirilence  or  siipplir.**.  Therefore,  both  in 
ueeorHane*' with  the  snjr*^estions  of  (ienernls  Beunrejjnrd  and  Hardee 
and  my  own  judgment,  {  liave  brought  thejfacfm  aud  Samptton  to  this 
plaoo. 

I  am,  very  re*ipet^tfully, 

Wm.    W .  HCNTEK, 

Flag-  fjjicer^  Omnvtandi'nff* 
Captain  in  Charge  S.  8.  Lek,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Ordf^r  f{f  Fhuj'OMcrr  Hunter^  C.  S.  JVaru^  /'>  ///<'  (yunmandhtg  officer 
of  the  V.  S.  6.  J/</<y>»,  to  j/rtfceed  to  ^hJl  Hhfffbattenj^fiyr  coop- 
eration with  the  fnilitary  farcer, 

AunusTA.  Ga.,  January  11,  1S65. 
In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Bngadter-General  H.  I).  Fry, 
J'rovisioiuil  Arniy  O.  S..  Iip  ]>K'n.sed  to  have  the  Mtuym  in  readiness  in 
every  respect,  with  Pilnt  Philpot  and  ull  i»lher  otBeers  on  board,  to 
;>roeeed  to  Sludl  HhitT.wilh  anniuuiitiun  and  sti|)plies  tt»  gtmrd  and 
(een  that  post  in  cooperation  vvith  the  rnilitjUT  forces.-  He  ready 
witfi  the  Mfttim  tft  return  tti  this  place  at  any  moment  ytm  may  hie 
directed  to  do  so.     The  object  of  this  order  is  timt  you  may  he  in 
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readiness  jo  move  to  Shell  Bluff  for  the  purpose  stated  at  the  earliest 
moment  you  may  be  directed  to  do  so. 
Respectfulh', 

Wm.  W.  Huhtbr, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Afioat, 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macox. 


Order  of  Flaxj- Officer  Hunter,  C,  S.  Navy^  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  11^  1865, 
Keep  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  with  the  Sampson  at  the 
earliest  moment  you  may  be  directed  to  do  so. 
Respcctfuilv, 

Wm.  W.  Huntek, 
Fl^g-  Officer,  Commanding  Afioat, 

CoMMAXDiNo  Officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson. 

[Same  order  to  Lieutenant    Kennard,  C   S.  Navy,  commanding 
0.  S.  ^.  Macon.] 

Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Fry,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Fl<ig-Offi£er  Ilun^ 
ter,  C.  S.  JVavy,  requesting  ths  detail  of  a  gxuCs  crew  for  cooperation 
at  Shell  Bluffs  Savannah  River. 

Headquarters, 
Augusta,  Ga.,  January  H,  1865. 
Commodore:  Some  works  have  })een  erecrted  and  an  Vlll-inch  colum- 
bind  placed  in  position  at  Shell  Blutf  to  prevent  gunboats  from  ascend- 
ing the  Savannah  River,  and  it  is  importiint  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  to  work  the  gun  should  be  stationed  there.  I  have  none  who 
have  been  exercised  at  heavy  guns,  and  would  respectfully  request 
that  [you]  will  detail  an  officer  and  fifteen  or  twenty  men  for  that 
purpose,  to  be  sent  down  as  early  as  practicable.  It  would  perhaps 
be  most  convenient  to  send  them  with  the  tents  and  necessary  supplies 
by  one  of  your  vessels. 

1  am,  commodore,  very  respcctfuilv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  Fry, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Post 

Commodore  W.  W,  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Letter  from,  Flag- Officer  TTunter.  C  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Fry,  C.  S.  Army,  responding  t-o  request  far  cooper  at  iim  at  ShellBluff 
battery. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  Januai^  15,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 

14th  instant,  requesting  me  to  furnish  a  deUiil  of  an  officer  and  15  men 

to  man  the  battery  on  Shell  Bluff.     This  det*iil  will  he  furnished  you 

from  the  crew  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Macon,  which  vessel  will  be 
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directed  to  procpod  to  Sholl  I5!nff  with  tbf  iipi'tlful  ummuiiitioii,  sup- 
plies, tontH.  «'t*\,  for  tilt'  .scrvitr  iilludwl  lo,  whi:n  you  may  be  pleupicd 
to  furnish  these. 

The  di^tjiil  will  also  i*ei]uirc  small  arms,  ammunition,  and  nccouter- 
mentH.     For  tlio  necessfiry  urningnients  of  thi.s  nerviee  I  will  preyent 
myseli  to  you  at  your  hciKlquartrrs  nt  un  early  iiour  to- morrow. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  ffeneral,  very  rfspectfuUy* 

Wm.  W.  Hu.nter.  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Flitij-  Ojfiver^  ihrnmanding. 

Brigadier-General  B.  D.  Fry,  Provisional  Anny  C.  S. 


Order  of  Fhtg- Office^'  Tfuntcr^  C,  ^.  jVuvt/^  to  the  commanJlmj  ojteer 
of  the  C.  S.  S,jffi4tm,  /<f  pitfceeil  to  Shell  Blvffj''rr  txfjpvfatiun  tcUh 
Brigadier- GeTitfnd  Fry^  t\  S.  Army. 

AvofsTA,  Ga.,  Jonuan/  JO,  ISGCi. 
At  the  request  of  Hrif'-adier-Geneiiil  H.  D.  Fit,  Provisiomil  Army 
C.  S.,  vou  will  [intccrd  tliis  day  with  thf^Vr/rr//*  under  vour  roniiuand 
to  Shefl  Bluff,  on  the  Suvann:ih  River.  On  your  arrival  there  you 
will  detiiil  Master  J.  \\ .  MuCarriek.  Provisiunal  Navy  C.  S..  ana  15 
of  the  rrew  of  the  Mdom^  vt/.,  all  the  marines  and  such  othern  of  your 
erew  as  you  may  sehM-t  to  iiiaki-  up  thr  iiuuilirr  of  15.  Place  Master 
J.  W.  McCarriek.  Provisional  Navy  C  8.,  witii  the  detail  alluded  to, 
in  eharj^e  of  the  battery  on  Shell  IJluli".  with  orders  to  hold  it  and  pr*?- 
vent  the  enemy  from  ascendinjjj  the  Savannah  River.  Ammunition 
for  the  battery  and  Humll  arms,  arrouternients,  and  provisions,  with 
tents,  will  bu  furnished  you  for  the  detjichmont.  (iive  them  also  two 
axe.H.  The  e*miniandin^  general  will  also  eauw*  vou  to  be  furnished 
with  two  wet'ks'  meat  ration  f*>r  lt>  nten.  Have  the  detjichment  prop- 
erly posted  for  the  effective  n-^e  of  the  battery,  and  return  to  this  place 
at  the  earliest  moment  praetieable.  Be  vigilant,  that  no  desertionn 
take  place  fnmi  your  conmuind  and  that  your  operations  or  position  bo 
not  known  to  the  mirmy.  To  your  known  energy*  zeal,  and  judgment 
this  .servien  is  rontidently  committed. 
Very  respeetfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hl'ntku, 
Flag-Officer^  f'onunauding  Aflitat. 

COUMANDINO    OfFIOKR   OF   THE   C  S.  8.  MaCON. 


Report  of  Fhig-Officn*  Hunter^  V.  H,  Ntivif^  regarding  thi' {is»i</ninertt 
of  tfw  ( '.  H.  S.  Ma<xni  kt  special  diUg  in  ciHrpemtioH  with  tie  anny 
at  Shell  Bluf. 

Augusta.  Ga.,  JamMrylG^  JSG^. 
I  have  been  called  on  by  Brigadier-General  Fry,  military  com- 
mander at  this  place,  to  send  tiie  Osnfodei'ate  steamer  M<v<m  to  Shell 
Bluff,  45  miles  Ih*1ow  this  ])la<'e.  and  to  assign  an  officer  and  det4ich- 
nient  of  my  command  to  defend  that  position  from  the  approach,  by 
the  Siivannah  Kiver,  of  the  enemy.  Accordingly.  J  have  dispatcheu 
the  Jftinm  thither,  and  directed  Master  J.  W.  McCarrick,  Provis- 
ional Navy  0.  S.,  with  a  detjichmeot  of  15  men  from  the  J£a«tjiv,,\a 
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man  one  68-pounder  columbiad  mounted  on  Shell  Bluff  and  to  hold  that 

gwition.     Tne  Ma^iim  has  water  sufficient  this  day  to  reach  Shell  Bluff, 
er  large  draft  of  water  will  probably  detain  her  there  till  the  next 
rise  in  the  Savannah  River,  which  at  this  season  may  be  soon  expected. 
The  Macon  will  return  to  this  place  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-  Officer^  Oomnmndhig. 
Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Captmn  Tattnall^  C.  jS.  Nai^,  regarding  the  destruction  of 
2>iihlic prifpcrty  on  the  evacuation  of  Savannah. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  17^  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  December  (ultimo), 
which  followed  me  to  this  place  from  Charleston,  I  furnish  you  a 
statement  of  the  destruction  of  the  public  property  under  my  charge 
at  Savannah,  including  the  vessels  on  the  stocKs  and  those  not  com- 
pleted, and  also  whatoecame  of  the  naval  and  ordnance  stores. 

The  Milledyei^le^  the  steamer  constructed  by  Mr.  Willink,  and 
which  had  been  recently  launched,  was  burned  to  the  water's  edge  and 
sunk  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  where  I  had  anchored  her  to  prevent 
accident  from  tire  to  the  property  in  the  vicinity.  In  the  expectation 
of  getting  her  up  the  river,  in  which,  as  1  reported  to  you,  1  was  dis- 
appointed, 1  had  placed  some  provisions  and  a  few  other  unimportant 
articles  on  board  of  her  for  the  use  of  the  s(iuadron.  The  provisions, 
however,  had  all  been  transferred  to  the  squadron  and  but  little  was 
lost  in  her. 

The  ship  on  the  stocks  at  the  yard  of  Krenson  &  Hawkes  I  had 
intended  to  throw  off  the  stocks,  as  I  feared  danger  to  the  neighboring 
houses  if  I  burned  her.  Disappointed,  however,  by  nearly  all  the 
force  I  had  relied  on  to  effect  it,  I,  at  the  last  moment,  fired  her,  and 
she  was  consumed. 

Some  30  or  35  tons  of  coal  were  left,  as  it  could  not  be  destroA'ed  or 
removed,  all  communication  with  Thomasville  having  been  cut  off  Ijy 
the  enemy;  and,  indeed,  the  coal  would  have  been  required  by  the 
squadron  had  the  siege  been  continued. 

The  property  .sent  to  Thomasville  consisted  chiefly  of  a  large 
quantity  of  jjaint,  1,000  sheets  of  sheathing  copper,  and  some  blocks, 
with  a  very  small  quantity  of  provisions.  The  stock  of  everything  in 
store  at  Savannah  was  very  small,  nothing  having  been  received  from 
Albany  for  some  time,  owing  to  the  interruption  of  the  connuunication 
by  the  enemy.  A  small  stock  of  provisions  had  been  kept  on  hand  for 
the  use  of  the  marine*!  who  were  in  the  trenches.  When  preparations 
were  making  for  the  evacuation,  this  was  distrilmted  in  equal  <iuan- 
tities  among  the  families  \)i  the  officers  that  were  obliged  to  remain 
behind,  and  who  would  otherwise  have  been  destitute.  The  under- 
standing was  that  they  were  to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
quartermaster  of  marines,  and  not  to  be  used  until  the  enemy  had 
entered  the  city.  In  the  latter  case  the  officers  were  to  be  accountable 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  their  value  or  retui-n  in  kind. 
Receipts  were  taken  for  the  same  by  the  navy  storekeeper.     Four 
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faiuilicH  received  the  lieiufit  of  this  ftrimigoment,  of  which  niv  own 
wa.H  one.  Thfupportioriiin'iU  nmsistedof  1  hiirrel  of  Hour.  *i  of  Itrciid, 
and  1  of  l>4H*f. 

'I'he  ordnance  stores  sent  U*  rhomaHville  consists  of  all  the  jwwder 

Hiid  shells  on  the  wtiition  and  the  pivot  j^iin  of  the  captured  steainnr 

]V(f/tr   UV/r//.     I  do  not  know  tlii'<niHntiry  of  the  powdtM'and  shells,  hut 

Lieutenant  Oliver's  hwt  reiMfrt  to  thr  ordnunec  oliiee  will  inform  you. 

1  aoi,  sir,  resiKJctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JosiAH  Tattnall. 

Captain^  C.  S.  Nm^y. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

//*  Charge  oj'  Bureau  of  Orders  awl  Detail. 


Lftter  from  Liettk'naut-Gcvtral  llnrdeey  C.  S.  Armt/,  fo  Flng- Officer 
Iltmter^  C,  S.  I^avy^  ref/u^nttnt/  vtMtjMrrfjtion  hi  mitttniinj  *'f  xhore 
batUrleM. 

Hg8.  Drit.  of  S.  C,  Ga.,  am>  Fla., 

VhmitHfniu  S.  C,  Jttnminj  IS,  1S66. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  request  tInU  you  will  eoopomte  with  the 
military  uulhoiities  at  Aujru.sta.  (ia.,  I>y  placing  such  of  your  hinivy 
^un.s  in  land  hatterics  a.s  can  do  helter  service  there  than  on  fioard  the 
Jionts,  and  ^ivi*  su»h  a<iditiona]  otiicers  and  meu  an  you  can  .-^pare  for 
tlie  service  of  other  heavy  jruns. 

Very  renpectfully.  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  .(.  Hardre, 

Lieulenafii-  GeneraL 
C'ouuuodore  \\\  W.  Hcntkr,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Cmnrnandhig  AJl<Ktt^  Avgus^u,  Oft, 


Hepr/rf  of  Master  McCarrit:k,  C.  S.  Savy^  rtgardiny  condition  of  Shdl 

BhiffhUU'ty. 

Shell  Bluff  Battery,  Jamuiry  10^  1865. 
Sir:  By  th*;  sti>anu-r  Maam  1  sent  j'ou  a  report  reu^arding  the  con- 
dition of  the  batter}'  at  this  point.  Being  coinpeUed  to  send  the 
report  by  return  of  steamer,  but  a  few  uioiuentH  were  allowed  me  for 
examination:  consequently  it  waa  very  imperfect.  Since  thattinie  I  have 
made  a  more  careful  survey  and  fired  sevenil  rounds  to  ascertain  the  exact 
ningc  of  prominent  points  on  the  river.  1  found  that  there  were  no 
fuxes  for  the  shells,  and  no  primers  for  discharging  the  gun.  The 
cartridges,  which  are  "  lixed"'  (attached  to  w»>oden  sabots),  are  entirely 
loo  light,  weighing  only  4  pounds,  and.  unless  very  particular,  when 
nunmed  home  will  not  till  tlie  chamber  of  the  gun,  and  the  wooden 
Mibot  is  directly  under  the  vent  of  the  gun,  stopping  it  entirely.  Mr. 
Comstock  wa-s  kind  enough  to  furni.sli  me  with  a  box  of  friction 
primers  foi-  immediate  use,  but  either  on  account  of  the  distance 
through  the  breech  and  shortness  of  primers,  or  because  the  primers 
themHelves  are  of  indifferent  quality,  in  live  cases  out  of  six  they 
fail  to  explode  the  charge.  I'he  gun  itself,  although  verv  much  neg- 
lected of  late,  we  can  soon  put  in  good  working  order.     The  v^t^tfovuv 
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is  considerably  out  of  lino,  iu*  foundation  having  boen  wjisln'(i  at 
bj'  thi'  riiin>,  I>ut  has  not  been  damaged  suibfiently  to  intorfrrol 
niatoriully  with  the  worlvin^  of  the  gun.  With  regard  to  our-solves, 
we  are  tolerably  well  situatod,  but  Imdly  in  need  of  inipletnintii 
for  ci>okin^,  mithirtg  of  the  kind  having  Iwcn  furnished  us  by  the 
vessel;  all  on  board  being  deemed  seareoly  nufficient  for  .shin's 
use.  1  understand  that  the  Government  is  aocu^tuuied  to  furnish 
mess  kettles,  et**.,  to  the  Army,  and,  as  we  arc  doing  Army  duty. 
General  Fry  might  furnish  us  with  .something  of  the  kind  and  an 
oven  to  bake  bread,  boil  meat,  etc.  If  convenient  you  can  aid  us 
materially  by  calling  his  attention  to  the  matt^-r  at  an  early  day. 
Enclo-stnl  send  vou  a  requisition  for  articles  al>solutely  required  to 
render  the  galley  at  all  etBcient.  If  furnished  promptly  it  can  sooo 
be  put  in  tignting  trim,  and,  should  the  enoiny  make  his  appearance, 
we  will  endeavor  to  give  a  good  a4'(ount  of  ourt*elves. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jami^ij  W.  McCarrick, 

Master  in  Charge  of  UatU-ry. 
Flag-OfBcer  Hunteu. 


: 


Letter  from,  Fhig-OMctr  Unnier^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  LietU^nant- General 
llitrd^t^  C.  S.  Anny^  regardmy  maasurtv  qfconj/eraiu/n. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  iSO^  J866, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  in  relation  to  my 
cooperation  with  the  military  authorities  at  this  place.  1  Imvc  already 
acquaintc<l  Brigadier-General  Fry  of  my  readiness  to  do  so;  and  in 
furtherance  thereof,  I  have  already  furnished  him  a  detachment  of 
ofhcers  and  ni4'n  to  man  a  Iwttery  on  Shell  Hbiff,  and  an  otliccr.  boat, 
and  boat's  crew  on  service  on  the  Savannah  Uiver.  The  .)fa<^/n  has  also 
proceeded  from  this  place  to  Shell  Bluff  and  returned  here  on  the 
above-mentioned  service.  The  Savaiuiah  River  will  not  admit  of  the 
movements  of  my  vessels  in  its  present  stiige  of  water,  owing  to  their 
great  draft  of  water. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  genGi*al,  very  respectfullv, 

Wm.  \V.  Hunter. 
Piatj-  OJfictT^  (hmiuaudiinj, 
Lioutenant-Genoral  W.  J.  Hardee,  Provisional  Army  C.  S. 


Letifrfnnn  Fhg-Offic*'r  Hunter^  C.  S,  Navy^  to  Jirigndiei'-Geifteral 
Vnfy  i\  S\  Anityi  foru^ardt'ng  t'equtjtitwfi  JW  orlichs Hee<j^u/ JW  t/ic 
effici^d  toork'iny  of  Shdl  Blvff  htttery. 

AUGUHTA,  Ga.j  JamiorySS,  1HG6. 

Herewith  is  a  requisition  of  articles  absolutely  neetlful  for  the  effi- 
cient use  of  the  battery  at  Shell  Bluff  from  the  otticer  in  command 
there, 

I  also  resiMK'tfully  submit  for  your  persual  a  letter*  from  Master 
James  W.  Mc(;arrick,  Provisional  Navy  G.  S.,  the  ofiicor  alluded  to. 
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asking  your  direction  to  liave  his  command  supplied  with  some  fncili- 
tie8  for  cookiuu:,  f*ui^h  as  moss  or  camp  kettloH,  etc. 
1  have  the  honor  to  Ije,  very  respectfullv, 

^V^M.  \V.  Hunter, 
Fiag-Offii*tr^  Coinfiianding, 
Brigadier-Generul  B.  D.  Fey,  C.  S.  Army. 


Ordtrr  of  Flaij-OMeer  Hunfer^  C.  S.  JVat'y,  i*>  ih^  c*>ynni/indfug  offi4_'er 
ofth^  C.  S.  *S'.  M(ic*m^  reffardhtij  nn^oMureM  of  t^nHtperaiitm  at  AutptHtu^ 
Ga. 

Ai'uf.STA,  Ga.,  Jonuartf  '2If^  IHOft. 
You  M'ill  please  onuse  those  of  your  ronniisnul  who  are  not  urnuM]  lus 
infantry  t(»  prcHeiit  tbHin.sclves  as  suou  us  [KiHwible  at  the  hojidquurtors 
of  HrijEradier-Gencriil  Fry,  Frovisionnl  Aniiy  C-  S.,  at  Auj,misUi,  (tu., 
in  rharge  of  their  offieers»  to  be  armed  and  aevoutcred  and  Mujyplird 
with  ammunition.  Hold  these  organized  to  act  an  infantry,  and  move 
at  a  iiiotncnt's  warning  to  tlie  railway  bridj^'O  over  tin*  Suvunuali  Ktvtu-, 
when  the  signal  may  1h'  given  1>3'  ringing  continuously  the  bell  on  the 
bell  tower  and  tiring  a  gun  or  guns  in  connection  therewith.  He  in 
readiness  to  move  or  destroy  the  JftfO'n  when  you  may  be  rc(]uired  to 
do  so,  saving  all  the  most  valuable  material  and  sulwiKtence  for  mili- 
tary purposes.  Kelying  on  your  well-tried  efficiency  and  discretion,  I 
contidently  conunit  to  you  this  service. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Fing- Officer^  Cotinnanding  Ajftntf, 

CoftiMANDiNo  Officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Mac-on. 

[Similar  order  sent  to  commanding  officer  of  SainpMon.] 


Letter  frcmx  Jdajfn'- General  IRU^  C.  S,  Artny^  to  Fl<tq- OJUir  TTunter^ 
C\  S,  Na^y^  nutMng  appointment  for  cou/erence. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Jauuanj  S6,  3866. 
Can  vou  meet  General  Cobb  and  m3'self  at  General  Fry's  office  nt 
11:30  a.  m.i 

Kespectfullv, 

1).  H.  Hill, 
Major-  Oenend. 
Commodore  Hunter, 


Lt^tterfrom  Flag-Offieer  Uantei.,  C.  S.  y/urg,  to  MafW-Ofnteral  JfHl, 
C.  S.  Anny^  maJcing  appointment  for  c<mjerenee. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  S6,  1865* 
I  will  have  the  honor  to  meet  you  and  General  [Howell]  Col»h  at 
General  Fry's  office  at  11:;^0  a.  m.  this  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>o,  general,  veiy  rcHpectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flng-  OJU^cr^  Cominoflidhig, 

Major-Genei-al  1>.  II.  Hill,  Pi-ovisional  Army  C.  S. 
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OrdtT  of  Flag-Offi<*er  Ifvnter^  C.  S.  Ntwy^  to  thf  cor/imatnliut/  offt^vrl 
of  the  C,  S.  o.  Mamns.ffftthe  dAivfry  of  ixnt/  ni  jHti/znt-ntJ*^'  rrptiir^l 
to  the  C.  a.  stmrtu^s  Macon  and  Sampson. 

Aroi'STA.  January  26^  1865. 
The  commanding  officer  of  tlie  C.  S.  S.  Macon  will  deliver  to  Meswrs. 
Mullikin  <fe  Hiirml,  C  S.  Nnvy  jjiin-rnrringe  makers,  7  tons  of  c-oal^J 
as  payment  in  full  for  their  hill  of  $l,44l>  for  repairs  of  macbinory  iron- 
work of  the  steaniei>  Macon  and  Sampson. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  HrxTER, 
Flag-  O^cer^  Commanding  Afloat, 


o&fr  of  the  SecTt^ary  of  the  Nax^}^  to  Flaij-(>fficer  TTimter^  C.  S. 
Natyy^  to  cfaifcr  ict'th  the  cimimandtng  rjtnrrat  rtgarding  the  dlft/\t»l- 
twn  ofnaiHii  vtutMeh  in  fh«  Savannah  jUiver. 

Office  of  Ordkrs  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  JVat^y  Departmtfit.  liichmond,    l'i^,  January  Ji^,  1^65. 

Sir:  Your  t<?letfrani  ha.s  Ijeen  received.     You  will,  without  delay, 

consult  the  conunandinj*^  {general  as  to  what  is  best  lo  ))e  done,  whotlier 

he  would  prefer  to  keep  the  vcsseU  manned  and  ready  for  serA'iee  in 

the  river,  or  liinl   they  better  he  dismantled  and  the  f^uns   removed 

elsewhere  for  rlefense.     If  the  .serviee,^  of  the  vessels  are  not  i'e<|uired 

at  Auj^UHta,  or  in  the  river,  and  the  ooninmncling  j»"eneral  has  no  service 

for  them  or  the  y^ms.  then  the   next  h^^st  thing  is  to  dismantle  the 

vessels  and  send  evuiything  to  (AjlumhuH.  (Ja.,  as  soon  us  po^^ible, 

hold  in  j^  on  to  the  vessels  to  the  last  moment  Ix^fore  destroy  injj  them. 

Answer  iit  onre  by  letter,  or  telegiiim,  if  necessary. 

By  coniuiand  of  the  4Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

1  »m,  respeetfully,  your  obedient  sei*vant. 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Cuptahi  in  i'haiye. 

Flu|r.Offieer  W.  W.  Hunteh,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Comtnandingy  ttc.^  Aagasta^  Oa. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  ffunter,  C.  S,  Nary^  to  the  coDi}nnnding  o^ 

ofthti  C.   S.  S.  SamjJHon,  regarding  the  laying  of  torpedoen  in  the 
SavantiaA  River. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  SI.,  JS66, 
The  oomnmndinji^  officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sami/son  will  direct  S.  A. 
Brookington,  master's  matx^,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S.,  to  jinweed  with 
a  Iwat  and  IxMit's  erew  down  the  Savannah  Hiver  till  he  tinds  either 
the  steamer  Amazon  or  f^ej*hurg.  Pruceod  with  one  of  these,  with  a 
torpedo  boatand  two  of  the  torpedo  eorps  with  the  steamer  alluded  to, 
and  lay  down  at  the  position  desij^nated  by  the  turwdo  i-orps  the 
torix-'does,  anit  return  with  the  stwimer,  ln«it,  and  boat  screw  and  tor- 
pecio  corps  to  this  place.  Have  the  oHicer  and  boat's  crew  provided 
with  one  week's  rations. 

Ke«pectfully,  Wm.  W.  Hukter, 

Flag- t'/fficcr^  Cowmanding  AfltnU, 
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retjordtitfj  thf  iHttt  tippUcatiwuif  the  naval  ftrrct:  at  Aaffuttta^  Gu. 

Augusta,  CJa.,  Fel*rmrff3^  1865, 
1  have  thi.s  day  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  directing  me 
to  consult  the  coiiiinaiHlin^  jji'iierul  u-s  to  thr  ht'st  uppljeutiuii  of  the 
naval  coniumiul  hen*.  In  ohedienct*-  thiTcto  1  sufmiit  to  you  tho  re- 
sult of  (reuerttl  Heauregai'd*8  sug^t*.stion.s.  viz.  that  the  uuiniunitioii  of 
the  Sitwit«t>}t  and  Mftctm  hv  turned  over  lo  tliK  army;  that  (he  veshcls, 
with  thi.]r  hatteries,  «in  not  render  any  effeetive  defence  of  thin  j)la4*e, 
and  that  the  former  Iw  held  hy  a  detachment  of  their  crews  t.t>  tiike 
care  of,  or  destroy  them,  as  e\ent*(  may  render  nece^jsary.  That  tlio 
mast  valimhio  of  tlie  materiel  and  personnel  lie  conveyed  to  Columhus, 
Ga^,  or  «uch  of  these'  as  jnav  he  tninsported  over  the  broal<  of  the  road 
at  Maytield.  [Ga.J,  That  tfio  j^uns  ftf  the  vosseU  he  rontimied  on  hoard 
of  them,  hecause  from  thenee  they  may  he  transported  with  j^rt'Hter 
faeilitv  to  positionn  most  elifjibh'  for  them.  The  vessels  ran  not  navi- 
gate tills  river,  hy  reason  of  thei?-  ^n-at  draft  of  water.  The  nei^h- 
noring  heifjhts  i-an  command  them,  with  irumunity  from  their  tire. 
Actordinjfly,  1  will  furnish  the  rommandiii>,'^  jr^neral  with  a  sUit^Mneut 
of  the  ammunition  avniEahh*  for  his  uses  hrn-.  transfer  to  hini  thr  same, 
and  transfer  to  Cokmihus,  (ia..  the  remaining  inatt'riel  which  it  Is 
practicable  to  transport  thither,  with  the  otticers  and  inon.  except  15 
men  and  S  officers  now  stationed  at  a  hattery  at  Shell  BluU,  «in  the 
Savannah  River.  45  miles  helow  this  plare.  and  5  men  and  1  nthcer  on 
hoard  raeh  of  the  vessels.  The  latter-named  persons,  should  wo  be 
compelled  to  evacuate,  I  will  endeavor  to  send  to  Columbus. 
I  am,  very  rcspectfuUv, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Fhitj-  Ofker.^  Voimnandintf. 

Captain  in  Charg:©  8.  8.  1>ke,  C.  8.  Navy. 


LetU'rfrmn  Flag- Off ccT  Hunt er^  C.  S,  Na^*y^  to  General  Bmuretfard.^ 
C.  *>.  Arwp^  IntjtMfiiitthiff  Ukfonnatltm  rttjardlny  the propfmed  dii^>- 
Hltixfti  of  the  naiHiljrfrce  at  Auf/uHa^  Ga. 

AuocsTA.  Ga.,  Fehruart/  4i  1S65, 
Con&eonent  on  the  rcHult  of  the  interview  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
have  witli  you  yesterday,  I  respectfully  submit  a  statement  of  ord- 
naniM!  and  oidnanee  Ht4)r<?s  on  lioard  the  C.  S.  steamers  Mactm  and 
Sammoii.  1  also  transmit  you  herewith  a  eopy  of  instructions  from 
the  honorable  Navy  Department,  dated  danuary  '2S,  18*»r».  relating  to 
the  disiM>siti*Mi  of  my  navid  4'(inimaMd  hero.  Deeminj^  it  my  duty  to 
preserve  intju't  (he  ]>ers(»nnel  and  materiel  of  the  Mtucn  and  Sutu/Mon 
for  further  naval  scrvir*',  I  rrsptM-tfully  sugg'est  that  these  1h>  removed 
to  the  nearest  naval  depot  (Columbus,  Ga.)  whilst  it  is  praclienble  to 
do  so.  If.  however,  you  may  jndj^'-e  that  the  mat<»riel  and  personnel 
alluded  to  can  be  more  usefully  »Miiployi*d  here,  I  will  cordially  con- 
tribute to  this  by  every  means  in  my  |x>wer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  geueral,  very  re«poctfully, 

Wm.   W.   rtliNTKK, 
Fiag-  Offrtfj  ( 'fniimaiidhtg. 

General  (J.  T.  Bkaubeuard,  Provision^  A.nny  Cft, 
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Sepfni  of  Fhff'Offictff  IlunUi^  C.  S.  Nttvy^  rt(/ardt'u(/  the  pi'ojHMed 
di^jMmtiwi  of  tJw/orc*'  undtrr  hU  eaiiimtwd  at  Auyunta^  Ga, 

AiJOUSTA,  (ja.,  Febr^anj  G.  1865. 

In  oWdienoc  to  your  instructionM  of  tbe  '2Sth  ultimo,  I  consulted 
Gcneml  Hpuuro^H.  roinmiindin^^  tlir  inilitjirv  tlistriil,  as  to  the  bcwt 
disposition  to  bo  made  of  my  naval  commni)d  here.  We  concurred 
that  the  ammunition  of  the  Smu^Nion  and  .}faofti  be  turned  over  to  the 
army.  That  the  vessels,  with  their  battiM'ies,  ran  not  render  any 
etfwtive  defense  of  this  ])Ia(e,  and  that  (he  former  be  held  by  u  detnch- 
ment  of  their  crews  to  t^iko  earc  of  or  destroy  thorn  a^  events  may 
render  nei'essary.  That  the  most  valuable  of  the  materiel  be  eonveyed 
ttj  t'nliuiiijus,  (Ja.,  or  such  of  (lu'se  in*  may  be  transported  over  the 
break  in  the  roud  at  Jluylieltl.  That  the  ^^uns  of  tlie  vesselH,  except  a 
l:J-pounder  howitzer,  1«?  continued  on  I>oard.  of  them.  t>ecau«e  from 
tbt'ncL-  they  may  Iw  transported  with  fi^reater  facility  to  positions  mowt 
clif^iblr  for  them.  That  the  vessels  can  not  navigate  the  river  by  rea- 
son of  tlii'irtoo  fjreut  draft  of  wntor.  The  neig1ilK>rin|f  heights  cjin 
coiurimjid  them  with  impunity  from  their  lire.  Accordinffly,  1  fur- 
nished th<^  conmiandintj  penenil  with  a  statement  of  the  amnmnition 
availiiblr  fur  his  uses  here,  with  ii  re(iue>t  that  he  would  receive  the 
siinie.  The  general  reiriiirrs  (bat  the  personnel  *>f  my  eontmand  Iw 
ke[»t  here  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  this  place.  1  have  already  manned 
a  battery  at  Shell  Hhitf,  consisting  of  one  (i^-pounder  columbiad,  with 
lit  men  and  )i  oUicers.  I  have  asnigned  1  ofticer  and  5  men  to  remain 
by  each  of  the  ve.sHels,  viz,  the  Ma^m  and  Sampsimy  and  have  armed 
the  remainder  with  small  urms,  subject  to  a  call  for  service. 

Herew'ith  I  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  IVaure^rd, 
wilfi  his  endorsements  thereon.  So  soon  il-*  the  transportiLti<Mi  thereto 
alluded  to  can  be  furnished  me,  I  will  send  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  the  most 
valuable  of  the  naval  nuiteriel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Wm.  W.  Hukteii, 

Flag-  Offlrer^  Ctrmvuinding. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee.  (\  S.  Navy. 

Letter  from  Cohrtef  JiAeft^  C.  S.  Ariny,  to  thre^mmmuliug  TJ.  S.  nU'val 
((fioff  off  Chorlevton^  i^.  V.^regarduit/  arrangeuu-nt4  fvr  the  eu-cJuinye 
of  mtii'l  mutter  for  prlwiierti  of  war. 

HEAtXjUARTERH   Se'^XD   SlTB- DISTRICT,  S.  C, 

t^idh'rau'm  hfaud,  February  /^,  JHG5, 
Sir:  Lieutenant-Gonenil  Hardee,  ctmimanding  l)e]mrtment  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  direct.s  mc  to  comuuinicatc  with  you 
toaacertain  if  aiTangemcnts  can  l>o  made  to  transmit  by  6a^  of  truce 
a  large  amount  of  mail  matter  and  some  packages  for  prisoners  of 
war  whii'h  have  nccunuilated,  and  to  receive  in  return  .such  as  you 
mav  desire  to  >ond. 

A  meeting  at  the  usual  point  in  tbe  neighl>orhood  of  the  Imoy,  which 
is  :i.5U0  yards  from  Fort  Sumter,  will  proliably  be  most  convenient  to 
both  parties. 

Very  re.spectfully,  your  ol>edient  ser\ant, 

ALFitED  Kheti, 

Colofid^  Comrintitdmg, 

'<iMMANt)iNa  Officeh  OF  Ukited  Statkh  Naval  Forck8, 

tJff  C'/utrfeJitoH  JI*ir^*or. 
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[Endoreement  i.] 

FEBBUAKy  15,  l^^^>5, 
Received  yeaterdaj*  from  Breach  Inlet.     No  reply  has  hoen  made. 

(j.  H.  Scoxr. 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer^  Inner  Btocka^iif, 

lEadftmeiDcDt  2.) 

Fkrruauy  1»>. 

The  fixed  plarp  for  naval  flag  of  tiuce  in  at  Broach  Inlet.  No  rebe! 
hoat  will  be  permitted  to  pa.-vs  the.  line  from  Sumter  to  Moultrie.  But 
one  of  our  tujjti  or  boats  may  enter  the  harbor  and  meet  the  flag  of 
truce  there. 

J.  A.  Dahixsren, 

Rear- Admiral. 


[Tcleirnm.] 

Greenville,  Ai.a.,  Fehmary  /o,  iSC/5. 

(Received  at  Augustai,  February  10.) 

Cut  off  from  Charleston.     Can  you  assij?n  me  to  duty  ( 

Daxl.  G.  Brent, 
Second  Zientefuinf. 
Flao-Offtckr  IUtntrr, 

Commanditvj  Juival  Forvt9* 

[Telesram.] 
Augusta,  CfA..  Fthnntry  17.  /A'6*5. 
Noauthority  to  assign  you  duty.     Communirate  with  Cuptaia  J.  R.  F. 
Tattnall,  C;  S.  Marine  Corpt*. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
]*laff- Officer^  CommanduKj. 

Second  Lieutenant  Danu  G.  Brknt,  C.  S.  Marine  Corjw, 

G^'tenviUe,  Ala. 


Repcriof  Actbuj  Master  McCarrivk^    V,    S.   JVan/^    frnvntrtli/it/  hiu* 
Uniwi  prisoners,  captured  in  the  Savanna/i  lilver. 

Shell  Bluff  Battery,  FJ>ruary  36,  JS6S, 
Sir:  I  send  you,  in  charge  of  ,T.  C  Green  and  II.  J.  Yerty,  two 
Yankees^  captured  this  mondntj  whilst  endeavoring  to  make  their  way 
down  the  river  to  Savannah.  One  of  them  claims  to  have  belonged  to 
the  U.  S.  S,  FlambcaUy  off  Charleston,  and  the  other  that  he  viVkA  cap- 
tured at  Gettysburg  from  the  army  under  Meade.  J^oth,  when  caught, 
were  rigged  otit  in  Coufedcrato  uniforms.  They  did  not  stop  \vnen 
hailed  or  fired  on  and  would  have  escaped  us  but  for  a  bateau  fortu- 
nately near  at  hand  with  which  we  overhauled  them.  Some  nights 
Hince  a  man.  or  men,  passed  down  in  a  lx)at,  were  haile<l,  tired  on,  and 
chased,  but  nmdt>  their  escape  in  the  darkness.  1  would  like  very  much 
to  have  one  of  the  Jfrrot/'j*  boats,  whi<  h  ai*e  fwareely  ne^'ded  oa  board, 
but  would  he  very  useful,  not  only  in  cases  of  this  kind,  but  in  fa4'ili- 
tiiting  our  esoaj)e  should  we  ever  l»e  cut  off  from  land  from  August^i. 
Respoctiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  McCarrk^k. 
Master^  Commanding  /factory. 
Flag-Otiicer  W.  \V.  Hunteu. 
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Oi'ilfT  of  Flag- Officer  IJunter^  C,  S.  .Vffry,  ///  Li*nUtfinnt  Brnit^  C.  S, 
Martjiti  Cor/M,  tit  awtmne  muimand  of  Mar  hi  es  wi  hmrd  the  C,  S, 
steamers  Jfttcf/n  and  Sawj^tm, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Marrh  i,  JS6S. 
Ill  coniplianc*'  with  your  iTrjuPst  of  this  day  to  he  assijriicd  temporary 
duty  with  tho  detachiiH-nt  of  CVnnpaiiy  K,  C.  S.  Mariiuw.  stTvmtif  on 
iKmrd  till'  C.  S.  8.  JA//vw,  and  in  consequence  of  your  havinj?  been  out 
ort  from  thn  position  octu]>ied  l>y  your  company,  and  its  prei*ent  possi- 
tiati  not  !M'iii>;  nnw  known  to  you.  you  will  l>o  pleft:sed  to  report  to  the 
C4>tiiMiini(liiij.'  oHirer  of  t!n'  steamer  Mfrmu  for  duty  in  command  of  the 
nmrines  of  tlic  Jftirt'/t  and  Sampson,  until  you  may  bo  enabled  to  rejoin 
Company  K,  C.  S.  Marines. 
IteijpectfuJly, 

W.   W.  HUNTEK, 

Fl-ag-  OJficrr^  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Daniki.  G.  Huent,  C.  S.  Marino  Corps. 

P.  S.—  Bo  pleased  to  inform  the  <*aptain  of  Company  E,  by  letter,  as 
soon  as  prat^ticable,  of  vour  present  (luties  and  the  causes  therefor. 

W.  \V.  H„  Trovi^ional  Navy  C.  8. 


Ord^  of  Fhg-OJf*vr  Hunter^  O,  S,  Navp^  to  Acting  Mnni-e'r^it  Mute 
Brociiiiffion,  C.  S.  Navy^  to  proceed,  to  jipedal  duly  with  ChU^ Engi- 
neer loinh^  C.  S.  ^myy. 

Augusta,  Ga.»  March  13^  1865. 
You  will  proceed  with  Chief  Eng^ineer  JamoH  H.  Tomb,  Provisional 
Navy  C  S*,  willi  two  men  of  the  niival  (command  tit  Ibis  place,  and 
when  the  lcru])onirv  duty  for  which  you  and  they  arc  hercliy  a-ssigned 
sliall  l)c  a^c^^^llpli^hcd.  you  will  return  with  all  difsj^iitcli  with  the  nuni 
alluded  to  and  resume  your  duties  on  Iward  the(-.  S.  S.  Smnjmm. 
'Pill  yoii  return.  r>r  the  return  of  liiculenant  CouiuiaiidinjjCarnes,  Pro- 
visional Navy  V.  S..  plate  Muster's  Mute  A.  W.  Johnson.  Provisional 
Navy  C.  S.,  in  command  of  the  Snuijn<"n  and  imput  to  him  all  orders 
and  informution  necesHarv  to  the  proper  execution  of  his  dutias, 
und  enjoin  him  to  be  vi^^ilant  and  careful  td"  alt  the  public  property 
eonuuiltcd  lo  his  rharf»^e. 
Kcb|x^etfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Fhf/-  <)jfii'ti\  Cotamanding. 

Mast^-rV  Mate  S.  A.  nwx'KiNUTOS,  Provisional  Navy  C  S, 


r 


OnUr  nf  Maff-Officci'  ITuntery  C.  S,  JVavy^  to  Lieuimiant  Comsttirk\ 
C.  S,  Nat^y^  to  asAum^  cfmimand  of  the  C\  S.  &\  Sam/ttion. 

AcousTA.  Oa.,  March  20,  1HG6. 

You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  C.  S.  S.  Muffft,  and  you  will  l>e 

pleaded  to  H'[KU't  for  duty  to  Lieutenant  Coniuninding  \V.  \V.  Carnes, 

Provisional  Navv  C.  S,.  and  relieve  bim  in  the  conunand  of  the  C  S.  S. 

Sampvoti.    Obtain  from  him  all  orders  and  instructions  |icrt4iining  to 
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your  coinnmud,  and  hold  it  in  readine.s.s  for  iminodiate  service  Have 
au  especial  caiv  of  the  army  amtiiunitioii  Hiid  ull  public  property  of 
^our  ('oinniiuid. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  W,  Hunter, 
I'fay-  Offi'Cer^  Coniimnulimj. 

First  Lieutenftnt  W.  V.  Comstock,  Provisional  Navy  C  S. 


Or<JUrof  Fiag-Offiter  Ilunt^.,  C.  S.  Nm^,  /«  MaMer  McCarrwk,  C,  S. 
Navy^  regardififf  a  iranafer  of  command. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Mon-h20,  /WVT. 
You  aro  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  battery  at  Shell 
Blulf  and  will  plt-iuic.  ri'jHirt  for  duty  to  Lieutenant  Coniinunding  J.  S. 
Kcnnurd  on  Inmrd  thi;  C  S.  S,  JA/<v//*.  Vou  will  turn  over  yourcora- 
niand,  with  all  ordprs  and  instnu'tion.s,  to  Hnat«wain  John  IV'rry,  Pro- 
visional Navy  C.  S.,  and  direct  htm  to  execute  the  saiiie,  charpinp  him 
to  have  iin  especial  vwYiy.  of  th(*  arrtiH,  uminunition,  and  all  public  pi-op- 
crty,  and  vijrilantly  keep  hts  command  at  all  times  in  readiuesa  for 
immediate  service. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Huntek, 
Flug-  O^icer^  Vommanding. 

MaHtcr  .T.  \V.  M<:(/ARrick,  Provisional  Navy  C  S. 


Order  of  FUuj- (officer  Ihmivi\  (.'.  S.  .Vrtwy,  to  BtMitttwain  PetTt/^  C.  JS, 
Navy^  to  (t^unie  coiiu/ifind  i/f  SAt://  /i/u^'  fMtf(eri/y  K^tu^'t/nTtti/t  nii:er^ 

Augusta,  Ga.,  March  W^  lS6o. 
You  will  mlieve  Miwter  J.  W.  McCarriok,  Proviwional  Navy  C  S., 
in  command  of  ihv  battery  at  Shell  Hhitr.  Receive  fmm  him  all  orderH 
and  instructions  relatinjir  U>  your  rnnnnand.  Keep  a  vifjfilant  care  of 
your  anus,  ammunition^  and  the  public  pro})erty,  and  be  at  all  timoti 
m  readiness  for  service. 
Retipectfullv, 

Wm.  W.  Huntkr, 
FUi^-  Officer,  C(/mmandin^» 

Boatswain  John  Pkrky,  ProvJHional  Navy  (J.  S. 


* 


Report  of  Flay-0ffi4:er  Iluni'er^  C  S.  Nary^  rt^arding  thif  awtgnwtnt 
of  ofictfrx  froftt  the  C.  8*  S.  Peedec. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Murvk  $5^  1865, 
1  liave  to  inform  you  that  on  the  22<1  instant  Second  Lieutenant 
J.  U.  Price  and  l*a,ssed  Midshipman  William  K.  C'layton,  Provisional 
Navy  C.  8.,  reported  to  me  at  tnis  place  by  luder  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mandinjtr  ().  F.  Johnston,  late  in  command  of  the  C  S.  S.  Pe^/f^^  which 
vessel  1  learn  had  been  destroyed.    I  have  assigned  Second  Licuteuau* 
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J.  R.  Price  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Sampson  and  Passed  Midshipman  W.  F. 
Clayton  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Mac(m.     •    •    • 
^  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag- Officer^  Commanding, 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Augusta,  Ga.,  March  S8,  1865. 
I  am  still  in  Augusta,  Ga. 

Wm.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Captain  in  Charge  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Riohmond^  Va. 


[Telegram.  J 


Richmond,  March.  30,  75^5— (Received  31st.) 
Report  at  once  the  total  of  your  men  and  also  of  officers. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Havy. 

Captain  W.  W.  Hunter. 


[Tel^ram.] 


KvGV^Tk^  Ok.,  March  31^  1865. 
Total  numl>er  of  officers  of  all  gmdes  under  my  command,  25;  of 
men,  boys,  and  marines,  112. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flay-  Officer^  Co7n7nanding. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Ord<r  of  th£  Secret^iry  of  tJie  Naiyy  to   Flag-Officer  Hunter,    C.   S. 
rain 


Navy,  regarding  removal- of  stores  to  CoTumhus,  Ga. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 
C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va.,  March  31,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  letter  has  been  received.     As  suggested  by  you,   be 
pleased  to  remove  all  the  stores  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  or  some  other  safe 
point. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain  in  Charge. 
Flag-Officcr  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Cmnmatiding^  etc.^  Augxista,  Ga. 
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i'aer  of  Fhuj-Ojfirtv'  Ifiinti'i%   (',  S.   Xavy.  ftt  Ut-nU-ufmi  Kcrinard^ 
C   S.   AWrt/j  to  pt*rft»rm    temportiry  rlnttf  tv  fftmj*j}ifrtmff  affict^rif 
'^snUies  /tent  oaf  of  Savamuih^  <?«. 

ArousTA,  Ga..  Aprl^  If^^  JS6ft. 
\^Q  ^leascfi   to  report  forthwith   to  Hrij,mdier-(rcnenil   H.   I).   Fry, 
Provisional  Army  C.  S..  nt  Au^'u.sta,  Ga..  for  toiiiporary  duty,  to  coni- 
iiitind  tho.  tsteaiiier  /.r«A«rf/,  aHKi^ned  for  tho  tnins|H>rtation  of  otficeru* 
t'aiiiilios  scut  out  of  Savannah,  Ga. 
Kespertfully. 

Wm.  W.  Huntrr. 
T'hitj-Oj^oer^  Cffitnnnndinij. 

LieuU'iKint  C(»mruiiruliii^' *l.  S.  Kknnarij,  Provi-siouul  NavyC.  S. 


LetU^  fr(*tii  I**la^- Ojffiwr  Ihmter^  C.  S.  Nai^^  to  Briy (idler- Gctural 
Frif,  ('.  A".  A/'my^  tegardlnff  th«  transportation,  of  families  of  Con- 
fiidcrutc  oj/i<:crs, 

AuousTA,  Ga.,  Aj>ril  j^,  1S65» 
In  compiiiinro  with  your  renupst  of  tliis  day,  LiciUonant  Command- 
ing J.  S.  Kcnnard,  Provisional  Naxy  C.  8.,  couimiindin);  CVmfcd(?rato 
t^teamor  Mocun^  in  <iiroctcd  to  report  to  you  for  tt»nii>orary  (hity  to  take 
rharge  of  the  steamer  I^rtibnnj  for  the  piuporse  of  trau.spurlin^  tho 
f»milie,s  of  Confederate*  officers  sent  out  of  Savannah.  A.s  Lieutenant 
Commanding  .1.  S.  Kennard  in  the  only  otliccr  of  appropriate  lunk  to 
coDininnd  now  at  uiy  dit4p<>sal.  and  as  hoth  the  Muam  and  Sampson 
will,  durinjr  his  ahsenee,  ho.  ronimanded  l>y  otiifers  wh<»se  ranK  is 
diTined  inadetiuate  to  lliese  offices,  I  would  t^upgest  that  Lieutenant 
Conininnding  J.  8.  Kennard  resume  his  dutien  a.s  noon  an  the  omcrgoncy 
for  wliirh  his  service*i  are  retjuirod  shall  t^irminatc 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  jfcncnil,  very  respcctfullv. 

Wm.    W.    HlNTKR, 

Khitf-  Officer^  Co^miumdintj. 
Brigadier  Ck^neral  B.  0.  Fry,  Pi-ovi8ional  Army  C.  S, 


LetM-r  from   Mr.    McDnnoH^  to  FUtg-OMeer  IJunler^  O,   S.   Nimy^ 
n-qnt^^ting  the  dMail  of  a  man  for  special  serine. 

AuonsTA,  Ga.,  April  5,  J865. 
I  wish  a  man  detailed  from  the  Navy  to  itcrompnny  me  within  the 
lines  of  the  enemy  on  a  speeial  service,  whom  1  wantti»  carr>*  out  cer- 
tain obji'rts  for  the  iH-nctit  of  lln-  servire  which  you  can  iindcri^tand 
from  papers  I  ha\e  cxhiMted  to  you  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Secretary  of  StJite  of  the  Confederate  States. 
Truly  your^,  etc., 

Bkthney  F.  McDonald. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  Hunter. 

N    W   K — VOL   16 as 
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Letter  from  Fhiq-  Officer  Hunter^   G,   S.  Navy^  to  Mr.  McDonald^ 
axdhoriztvg  the  detail  of  a  aeamanfor  ftpecial  service. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  April  6 j  1865. 
You  are  hereby  authorized  to  obtain  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  S.  Kennard,  Provisional  Navv  C.  S.,  a  man  not  above  the  rating 
of  seaman  to  aid  you  in  the  discharge  of  Government  service  toward 
the  lines  of  the  enemy  at  Savannah.  Said  man  to  be  safely  returned  to 
his  command  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  when  said  service  shall  have  been 
accomplished. 

Kespectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Flag-Offi.cer,  Ootnmanding. 
Mr.  B.  F.  McDonald. 

Order  of  Fhuj- Officer  Hunter^  C.  S.  Navt/^  to  Chief  Engineer  Tomh^ 
0.  S.  Navy^  regarding  sp€ci<d  duty. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  Ajrril  12 ^  1866. 
By  order  of  the  honomble  Navy  Department  you  will  proceed  to 
assist  Captain  L.  M.  Coxetter,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  and 
for  that  purpo.se  vou  will  proceed  to  the  position  necessary  so  to  do. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Fkuj- Ojficer^  Comniandhuj. 
Chief  Engineer  James  H.  Tomb,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Order  of  Brigadier-  Geiwral  Frv^  O.  S.  Ar?ny,  tfj  CJdef  Engineer 
Tomh^  C.  S\  Nary^  to  proceed  to  Shell  Bluff  battery^  and  a^mtme 
coiiiiiuind  of  special  e:rpedition. 

Headquarters  Engineer's  Department, 

Avgxtsta,  Ga.^  Ajyril  12^  1865. 
Captain:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Shell  Bluff  and  there 
await  the  arrival  of  Master's  Mate  Brockington  with  navy  and  toppedo 
boats  fi'om  this  point.  You  will  then  take  charge  of  the  expedition 
under  the  general  instructions  given  to  Messrs.  Brockington  and  White 
and  proceed  as  therein  ordered. 

Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant. 

B.  D.  Fry, 
Brigadier-  General .,  Omimanding  Post, 
Ja8.  H.  Tomb, 

Captain  and  Chhf  Engim'er^  Tfnped^>  CttrpH. 


Wfrom  Brigadier-  General  Fry.,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-  Officer  Hun- 
ter., C.  »S.  Nary^    reporting  the  arrical  of  Lieutenant  Junnard^  C.  S. 


Lett 

te^.   -      .,,       .    .      ,,  .  . 

Navy.,  for  special  service  in  Savannah  Hi  ver. 


Headquarters. 
Augusta^  Ajyril  12^  1865. 
Commodore:  In  compliance  with  your  order  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Kennard  has  reported  to  me  ior  temporary  duty  and  has  been 
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direoted  to  take  rharf^e  of  the  sitoaiuor  Li^^iflmry  for  the  removal  of 
t<)rj>odo»'8  from  tbi^  Savannah  Kivor  and  tlie  trant^porlation  of  the 
families  of  C'onMcnito  otliccfs  (sont  out  of  Savannah  by  the  Tnitod 
States  authorities)  from  Sister's  f>rry  to  tliis  city,  f  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  authorize  Jjii'utcnant  C'onimandint,'  Konnard  to 
select  such  men  from  your  lommaud  as  [uay  be  nccoasary  for  this 
duty. 

1  aui,  commofloro,  very  respectful  I  v,  your  obedient  sorvant, 

'    '  B.  D.  Fbt, 

Brigadier-  General, 
Commodore  W.  W.  Hunteh, 


Letter  from  Flag'  Offictr  Ihmtcr^  C  S.  Havy,  to  Uru/adtfr-  Gmernl 
T'/v/,  i '.  S.  Army^  regnrdhtg  a  d^UtU  of  luen  fur  npfcUd  aerxncc  under 
LU'idenatd  Kenn/Jrd^  C\  S.  Mavy^  while  cftmmanding  steamer 
I^ee^urg. 

AuQCSTA,  Ga.,  AjrrU  i2,  JS€5. 
1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledjfc  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  day 
requesting  a  detail  of  men  of  my  coinuiand  to  report  to  Lieutenant 
Commamlin^'  J.  S.  Kennard,  Provif^ional  Navy  C.  S..  temporarilv 
couuiiJirKlinj/  the  C<»nfedefate  steamer  Lfrshurg.  In  4'oniplianct>  willi 
your  reipiest  I  have  directed  I>icutenant  Commanding  »1.  S.  Kennurd 
tt»  select  tlu^  men  alludi'd  to.  In  tnuinfcrrinj;  thereto  the  L><:><hurg 
for  tctiiponiry  Hi-rvire,  1  would  n-spt^ctfully  state  that  iis  the  wiiolo 
motive  of  removing  the  torpedoes  in  the  Suvannuh  River  can  pi*operly 
only  be  known  to  you,  there  is,  in  my  mind,  very  cogent  ivawons  why 
the  torpedoes  shotdd  wkA  be  removed  or  their  location  known.  The 
lattrr  can  not  lie  ke()t  from  the  enemy  if  any  attempt  shall  he  made  to 
remove  tliem.  because  of  the  ntitoriety  the  act  will  oeca-sion. 
I  am,  genemJ,  wry  n'spectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Huxter, 
I^lng-  (ifficer^  Voinmanding, 

Brigadier-General  Fi.  H.  Kitv,  Provisional  Army  C  S. 


Order  of  Flag- Offi^'tr  Ilimter,  C.  S.  A^at^y,  to  LU-utfuoiU  Warley,  C.  8 
Navy^  to  rejufrt  fiyr  duty  to  tfu*  Seirretary  (f  the  Nairy. 

Augusta,  Ga.  ,  April  5f^,  1H65. 
In  compliance  nrith  your  requeBt  to  be  as.Hignc<l  duty  I  would  state 
that  a.s  tbere  is  no  duty  availuble  for  yon  under  my  command  you  will 
be  plctvsed  to  report  yourself  Xi\  Hie  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
who,  I  am  informed,  is  at  Washington. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunteu, 
Fkig-Offieei\  Commanding. 

Ldcutcuant  A.  F.  Warlky,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


516  SOUTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCK ADINQ   SQUADBOlf. 

Confidential  order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hunter^  O.  S,  Nmnf^  to  the  comr- 
•mandinq  officer  of  the  V.  ^8.  Macon^  to  prevent  tKe  use  of  armg, 
ammunition.^  etc,^  of  the  C.  S.  steamers  Maroon  and  Sa/mpson^  hy  the 
crews  of  those  vessels. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  May  1,  I860, 
Cause  all  the  small  arms  and  ammunition  and  accouterments  of  the 
Macon  and  Sampson  to  be  placed  where  the  crews  of  these  vessels  can 
not  get  access  to  them.     If  necessary,  throw  them  overboard  to  pre- 
vent any  clandestine  use  of  them. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Chm;ma7iding. 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Macmi. 

P.  S. — The  civil  authorities  apprehend  a  riot  in  the  city  of  Augusta 
this  night. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON, 

FROM  JUNE  7  TO  DECEMBER  15, 1861, 


51 ; 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FEOM  JUNE  7  <*)  TO  DECEMBER  16,  1861. 


(hder  oftluf  Sttcretartj  of  the  Niwv  Uj  Fhy-  Officf>r  Mt^'vine,  V.  S.  Niwy^ 
to  (Ufinimf  c*nfrmand  of  tlm  Gulf  Hquiidrmi, 

Navy  Department, 

WuithingUm^  May  6,  1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Boston,  Mass..  and  when  tlie  U,  8.  ste^ni  frif^te 
CoUmidit  nhal!  1h^  ])ut  in  cdimiiis-sion  you  will  hoit*t  vour  Haj^  on  bourd 
tlmt  v^_^^^*el  iiiui  furrv  out  tlui  histruitions  of  tho  l^epartnient,  whivh 
will  1)6  transmitted  to  vou  iit  Bowtou  forthwith. 
I  am,  resjjectfufly, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy. 

Flu<f-Offiwr  WiLiJAM  Mkhvine,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Utim,  N.  r. 


IntirucHans  frotn  the  Secr^ary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Ojffwer  Mervim\ 

U.  S.  Naiyy^  nyarding  the  ^Umiehment  of  the  Uockade  of  the  G-ulf 

Statets. 

Navy  Dki'artjient,  May  7,  1861. 

Sir:  The  President,  liy  proolaraation  of  the  Itttli  Aj)!-!!,  iHtJl, 
ordered  a  blockade  of  the  ports  within  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mi.s.sit*.sippi,  Louifsiana,  and  Texas,  and  by 
8  supplenieiilal  prorhuiintion  of  the  *JTth  of  Aj>ril,  ISDl,  ho  extends 
the  blockade  so  as  to  include  the  port*i  of  Virginia  and  North  t^arolina. 
In  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  United  State.s.  and  of  the  law  of 
imtionn  in  yutib  ca«e«  pnjvided,  it  beoonics  necessary  that  a  competent 
force  be  posted  so  as  to  pi'event  the  entrance  and  exit  of  vcsseLi  from 
the  ports  aforesaid. 

With  this  view,  you  will  establish  and  enforce  a  blockade  at  each 
and  nil  of  the  jwrts  in  the  States  enumerated  south  of  Key  West  to 
the  Uio  Grande,  and  a  sufficient  disiwsable  force  will  be  phiwd  under 
the  eoniJiiand  of  yourself  that  you  may  carry  these  orders  into  effect. 
On  you  will  devolve  the  duty  of  blockading  all  the  porta  south  of  Kev 
West. 


••Tho  operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  November  In,  ISfiO,  to  June  7,  I8rtl, 
iin>  published  in  Series  T,  Volume  4.  It  is  {.■on^'ideretl  deeirahle  to  include  in  the 
present  volume  certain  ailditionul  nnd  preliminttry  lurrpjipondcnce  relating  to  tUa 
Gulf  BItH-kading  Squadron  from  May  6  to  June  7,  1S61.— Cottv*i\.«»„ 
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You  will  duly  notify  neutrals  of  this  declaration  of  blockade,  and 
give  to  it  all  the  publicity  in  your  power.  The  blockade  must  be 
strict  and  absolute,  and  only  public  armed  vessels  of  foreign  powers 
should  be  permitted  to  enter  the  porta  which  are  placed  in  a  state  of 
blockade.  To  neutral  or  foreign  vessels  that  are  already  in  the  porta 
you  will  allow  a  reasonable  number  of  days  to  leave  them.  The  coun- 
try relies  upon  your  command,  with  the  squadron  stationed  east  of 
Key  West,  to  make  this  blockade  effectual,  so  as  to  close  the  ports  of 
the  States  above  named,  protect  our  commerce  from  the  depredations 
of  privateers,  and  contribute,  by  your  activity  and  vigilance,  to  the 
speedy  suppression  of  the  insurrectionaiy  movements  and  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  present  unhappy  difficulties. 

It  will  not  be  improper  to  state  to3'ou  that  a  lawful  maritime  block- 
ade requires  the  actual  presence  of  an  adequate  force  stationed  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port,  sufficiently  near  to  prevent  communication.  The 
only  exception  to  this  rule  which  requires  the  actual  presence  of  an 
adeqnate  force  to  constitute  a  lawful  blockade,  arises  out  of  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  occasional  tempomry  absence  of  the  blockading 
squadron,  produced  by  accident,  as  in  the  case  of  a  storm,  which  does 
not  suspend  the  legal  operation  of  a  blockade.  The  law  considers  an 
attempt  to  take  advantage  of  such  an  accidental  removal  a  fraudulent 
attempt  to  break  the  blockade. 

You  will  permit  no  neutral  or  foreign  vessel  proceeding  toward  the 
entrance  of  a  blockaded  port  to  be  captured  or  detained,  if  she  shall 
not  have  previously  received  from  one  of  the  blockading  squadron  a 
special  notification  of  the  existence  of  the  blockade.  The  notification 
must  be  inserted  in  writing  on  the  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel  by 
the  cruiser  which  meets  her,  and  it  should  contain  the  announcement, 
together  with  statements  of  the  day  and  the  latitude  in  which  it  was 
made. 

The  United  States  have  at  all  times  maintained  these  principles  on 
the  subject  of  blockade,  and  you  will  take  care  not  to  attempt  the 
application  of  penalties  for  the  breach  of  blockade  except  in  cases  when 
your  right  is  justified  by  these  rules. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wkllks. 

Flag-Oflicer  \Vm.  Mehvine, 

Com iimndhig  Gulf  iS<jHadr<nK  U.  S.  S.  Chhyt'udtt, 


Repi>rt  of  FUuj-Offlvci'  Mei'v'me^  U.  S.  Namj^  avlcvoml^dyhig  Depart- 

U.  S.  Navv  Yard, 
CharJt'Hhmm^  Many.^  May  77,  ISGI. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  orders  dated 
6th  instant,  directing  me  to  hoist  my  flag  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam 
frigate  Colorado  when  she  shall  be  ready,  and  my  arrival  at  this  yurd 
in  pursuance  thereof.  Also  the  receipt  of  instructions,  dated  7th 
instant,  to  establish  and  enfoi'ce  a  blockade  at  each  and  all  of  the  ports 
enumerated  in  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  IDth  April,  1861, 
south  of  Key  West  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
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Be  plea-sed  to  accept  my  trratofiil  a<'k»owlcdgme»it8  for  this  murk  of 
the  Dc{»irtnient'»  L*ontideuce  in  nie,  which  I  shall  ciuleavor  not  to 
disappoint. 

I  have  thu  honor  to  be,  very  i^espectfully,  your  oheHient  servant, 

\Vm.  Mkuvink, 
Captain,  U.  S.  A^avy, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmyy^  Wanhinfjimu  A  C\ 


Lett^'  from  the  t^eeretary  of  th^  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Mervine^  U,  S* 
Avry,fonntn/iJi(/  infonuatUm  rftjardimj  wttr  vtoi*fin*:utit  on  (ft*^  M!^- 
»innij/pi  Rhw, 

Navy  Department,  3f(iy  J^,  1861. 
Sut:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  lett4»r  which 
hft8  been  referred  to  this  Department  from  Conunander  H.  8.  Stell- 
WBj^f  n,  datwi  the  2(1  iiistiuit,  in  rplution  to  war  moveineiiU  ohserved  at 
pointfi  ou  the  Mississipi)!  in  the  way  of  tittinji:  out  privateers,  etc. 
I  am,  respectful fy,  your  ottedient  Nemint. 

Ull>EON    WeLLISH. 

FIflg-Oliiccr  William  Mervtne, 

App</in(ed  to  Ctnmnand  U ulf  Blockmlrny  ^qiMdnm.,  BttnUfiu 

[EllclOiUK.l 

-        LiGIIT-HoUSR    IxSPECTOR's   OPFlfE. 

Phihtddphlo^  May  J,  ISOl. 
Sir:  T  deem  it  a  duty  to  inform  you  thai  a  ^'cntlcinan  of  my  arcjuaint- 
ance,  Mr.  .Udm  Weimann,  who  left  Xow  Orleans  on  the  15th  ultimo, 
aJit*<ure.s  nie  that  he  r*aw  a  large,  warlike-looking  5=ihip,  with  hiack  maHt- 
hi^iuls  and  yards,  lyiiij^  there,  said  to  he  a  frigate  called  the  Carhcnfmi, 
liavint?  guns  and  equipments  on  Iward,  sent  out  from  Sweden  or  some 
other  covmtry  of  EuroiH^  for  wnlc.  and  that  another  ship  was  also  titling 
for  a  nian-oi'-war  or  privateer.  He  thinks  the  Carhcmud  may  have 
Itecu  a  Swt'disli  frigal*', sold  out  of  stM'vicc  and  repaired,  tilted  nut. and 
artru'd  to  sell  at  the  South.  At  the  custom-house  many  carjwnters  weix^ 
making  gun  carriages. 

At  V  icksburg,  on  the  heights^  he  saw  and  examined  many  new  guus, 
many  of  the  colmnhiads,  nmrked  1«61,  weight  8,6&3-8,lio8,  etc.,  and  a 
large  supply  of  shot,  shells,  etc.  At  Grand  Junction,  [Tenn.j,. saw  a 
large  train  carrying  shot  and  shells  south. 

The  source  of  inn)rmation  is  very  relial»lc.     1  hope  our  ships  off  the 
Mississippi  may  pick  up  the  ships  if  they  venture  out. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  S.  Stellwaoen, 
Cfmimunder,  (J.  S,  Nai>y. 
Hiram  Pauldino, 

Vkiiif  Bureau^ 

[RndnniemenL] 

Read  hv  Mr.  Welles.     H.  P. 

I  wouhl  recomnifiid  that  so  much  of  this  letter  aa  relates  to  vessels 
that  may  he  emploved  by  the  enemy  be  copied  mid  Hoat  to  VW  •«•;««« 
oUicer  blockading  in  the  (iulf. 
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[Telegram.  J 

Mat  14,  1861. 
Do  not  wait  for  the  Col<yrad/j,  but  proceed  at  once  in  the  Missisitippi 
to  the  Gulf. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Care  of  Captain  Hudso-n^  B(ntton  Natyy  Yard. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na%yy  to  Flag-  Officer  Memine^  U.  S. 
I^ovy^  to  proceed  to  the  Gidf  in  tJte  U.  S.  o.  Minsi^ppL 

Navy  Department,  May  i^,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  hoist  your  fla^  on  the  Mimimivpl  and  proceed  with 
her  with  all  the  dispatch  practicable  to  the  Gulf  and  carry  into  eifect 
the  instructions  issued  to  you  on  the  7th  instant. 

The  Cohrrado^  which  is  preparing  as  your  flagship,  will  follow  you 
at  the  earliest  day  possible.  Pho  following  additional  vessels  will  be 
under  your  command,  most  of  which  are  at  present  in  the  Gulf,  viz: 
Steam  frigate  Niagara^  steamers  Brooklyn^  Pmokatan^  Mohawk^ 
Crusader,  IJunts-otUe^  Wyandotte^  M^ater  Witch^  and  the  sloop  of  war 
St.  Lam's.  Other  vessels,  as  they  are  equipped,  will  be  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to  you  for  instructions. 

The  Sahine,  at  present  off  Peusacola,  has  been  recently'  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[(tideon  Welles.] 
Flag-OfBcer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Appointed  to  Cmnmand  ihdf  Blockadhuj  Squadron^  BoHt</n. 


Re:port  of  Fhuj' Officer  Mervliu'^   U.   S.   Nary.,  requesting  infrn'tnatimi 
regarding  mea^Hurea  for  ^'tpplylng  co<d  and  water. 

II.  S.  Navy  Yard, 
[BoHtmi],  Mt^.s.,  May  15,  1861, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  proceed  in  the 
U.  S.  steam  frigate  Mlmlnslppl^  in  pursuance  of  your  orders,  as  soon 
as  that  ve?:sel  shall  be  ready  for  sea.  In  the  meantime  1  bog  leave  to 
remind  you,  sir,  of  the  rotjuest  contained  in  m\'  letter  of  13th  instant 
for  a  tiag-licutenant,  clerk,  and  letter  press. 

Ploase  inform  me  what  measures  are  in  <*ontemplati()n  by  the 
Department  for  keeping  up  a  supply  of  coal  and  water.  The  latter 
can  not  l>e  got  short  of  Cuba,  unless  Cat  and  Ship  islands,  (Mississippi 
Sound],  near  th(?  Mississippi  Kiver,  afford  it;  but  of  this  I  am  unin- 
formed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mekvink, 
Captain  ^U.  S.  JVtfi^y. 
Hon.  Gideon  We[j-e8. 

Secretary  <f  the  Navy.,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  th^  Navy  to  Cormuander  Ald*^n^  (T.  S>  Navv^ 

ci*mukHudinq  U.    S.   S.    South    Carolina^  to  pj'octed  to  duty  in  tne 

(hilf  Squadron, 

Navy  Department,  3fay  J0\  J861. 

Sir:  When  the  steamer  Sf>aih  Carothm^  under  your  L-oniomnd,  is  in 
all  rospet'tti  propiii-cd  for  sea,  you  will  pro<-ped  witn  her  with  all  pnirti- 
cable  dispatch  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  On  tbt;  way  you  will  toiu-li  at 
Key  \V*'st,  and  prcH-red  thence  to  Fort  Pickens  for  the  purpose  of 
landing  the  munitions  to  be  sent  out  in  the  Soui/t  Carolina, 

Until  the  arrival  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  in  the  Mht^ixsij^jn^  vou 
will  be  ^ovpitied  by  the  instructions  of  the  senior  commanding  otfccr 
in  the  Gulf,  tti  whom  yon  will  re|>ort. 

The  conniuuidant  of  the  navy  yard  at  Boston  will  furnish  you  with 
a  copy  of  the  instructioiis  relative*  to  the  seizure  of  privateers,  etc., 
whicli  the  Utnartment  ha»  directed  him  to  give  to  each  venite]  Mailing 
froiii  the  yard. 

Before  sailing  you  will  ti-ansmit  to  the  Department  a  nuist^r  roll 
of  the  Smith  i  'arttVtna  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 
I  am,  rcMpeetfully,  your  obedient  Hervaut, 

Gideon  VVku.ks. 

Cx)nunander  James  Alden', 

Comnmndhuj  f\  S.  S.  South  ('ftroh'nfi.  /ionium. 


Ckif^4*^tiial  ord^  of  the  SecrttUiry  <>/  (he  Nm''y  to  Fhiq-OMcer 
Mer^tmie,  U.  S.  JVflirjy,  nnming  vesneU  amigued  to  duty  tii  tJw  Gulf 
Sqwtdnm. 

Navy  Department,  May  17^  1861, 
Sir:  The  name  of  your  wpiadron  will  be  the  Gulf  UlrK-kadin^,'-  S*juad- 
ron,  and  will  consint  of  the  following-named  vetij^els.  viz: 

Sahi/iP  (ordtired  home),*  Hrooklyn^  St.  Louin,  Powhatan^  Water 
Wttch^  Wyandotte^  Crumdr-r^  Mohaink\  Niayaro^  IfuntufUle,  Mount 
Verjum  (convoys  to  Kev  W'ej^t,  then  returns),  CoU*mdo  (flagship), 
Mimii>islppt^  South  Caiydina^  Ma«m<^hu^ett«^  Ji.  R,  Ouyhr^  Montyom- 
ery.  Flay. 

1  am.  resi>ectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wklles, 

SisCTtftary  Navy. 
Captain  Wm.  Mervine, 

lioaton. 


AdiUti^mal  inalrmiiouis  from  thif  St'vrttury  ifthf  N<try  to  FUuj-Offirer 
Mtrrrinc,  U.  S.  Ntwy,  aj)pointed  to  command  Oulf  Blockadhuj 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  Mmj  17.  /SGI. 
Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  14th  and  I5tb  instant  have  been  n>ceived. 
Lieutenant  F.  B.  Blake  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  vou  for  duty. 
Your  request  for  a  clerk  and  letter  press  is  granted.  Por  the  present 
coal  will  be  shipped  to  Key  West,  and  a  vessel  is  to  be  purchased  ciijmi- 
ble  of  carrying  1,U00  tons,  which  will  Iw  attached  to  your  aquadrou 
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for  the  purpose  of  distributiDg  the  coal  to  steamers  engaged  in  block* 
ading.  With  regard  to  fresh  water,  the  Department  has  no  informa- 
tion. That,  and  the  obtaining  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables,  will 
engage  your  earliest  attention. 

It  18  very  impoi*tant  that  the  commander  in  chief  should  be  in  the 
Gulf  at  the  earliest  moment,  to  carry  out  the  important  objects 
intrusted  to  him. 

The  following  vessels  have  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Gulf 
to  form  a  part  of  the  squadron  under  your  command: 

Steamer  Smith  Carolina^  Commander  James  Alden. 

Steamer  Massachusetts^  Commander  M.  Smith. 

Steamer  ^.  M.  Ouyler^  Captain  F.  B.  Ellison. 

Steamer  J/wf^t/om^-y,  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson. 

Steamer  Flag^  Lieutenant  Commanding  L.  C.  Sartori. 

The  two  first  named  will  carry  out  munitions,  etc.,  to  Fort  Pickens. 
All  of  them  will  touch  at  Kej  West,  and  should  you  reach  there  before 
them  you  will  leave  instructions  for  their  further  movements.  • 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Appointed  to  Omwnand  Gulf  Blockadi/iuj  Siixtadron^  Boston, 


Letter  fro7n  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fl<ig-  Officei'  Mervine^  U.  S. 
Navy,  giving  list  of  vessels  (operating  in  the  Ovlf  in  aid  of  the 
Southern  States. 

Nany  Department,  3lay  17,  1861. 
Sir:  1  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  list*  of  vessels  said 
to  be  in  the  service  of  the  insurrectionary  States  on   the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

1  am,  respectfulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Appointed  to  Cotnmund  (Julf  Bloehoding  SqfKuli'oii,  Boston. 


Order  of  tfie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Cuptain  Ellison,  U.   S.  Nai>y, 

commanding  V.  S.  S.  B.  R.  Cuyler,  to  pr(jceed  to  duty  in  ihi  Gtdf 

Squadro7i. 

Navy  Department,  May  17^  1861. 

Sir:  The  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler,  under  your  conmiand,  is  to  form  a 
part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  of  which  Captain  William 
Mervine  will  be  the  flag-officer. 

As  soon,,  therefore,  as  she  is  prepared  for  this  service,  and  in  all 
respects  ready  for  sea,  3'ou  will  proceed  with  hor  with  all  praetieable 
dispatch  to  the  Gulf,  touching  at  Key  West. 

At  Key  West  you  may  find  Flag-Officer  Mervine  or  instructions 
from  him  for  your  further  movements,  or  it  is  po.ssible  Captain 
McKean  may  be  there  in  the  Niagara,  to  whom  you  will  report  for 
such  special  duty  in  caiTying  out  the  blockade  of  ports  on  the  Gulf  as 

*  See  Series  I,  volume  4,  p.  165,  letter  ForiKw  to  AVcIIch. 
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he  niuy  afwii^ii  you.  In  the  iiKsi'm-t!  of  oithiT  of  thcsr  offifcerB,  j'ou 
will  procooa  from  Key  Ke^t  to  Fort  Pickens  uiul  report  to  the  senior 
coninmniling-  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  that  vicinity  for  the  purpose 
hereinbefore  indicated. 

The  con»mandant  at  New  York  will  fumiah  you  with  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  in  relation  to  seizinj^  privateers,  ett:.,  which  the  Hepart- 
ment  hius  dirccttnl  him  to  j^ive  to  tne  commanding  officer  of  each  ves- 
Hel  saUiujf  from  the  navy  yard. 

Bpfore  your  departure  you  will  transmit  to  the  Department  ii  mus- 
ter mil  of  the  H.  Ii.  Vnyler  and  ii  separate  list  of  her  officern. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

GlDKON    WEIA.K8. 

C^iptain  F.  H.  EixiflON,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Crnamandiing  U.  S.  S,  R.  R,  Ouyler^  New  York. 

[Orders  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Commander  O.  S.  (ilisson, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  MonUjnmei'y^  New  York,] 


hU  del^aifed  d'cparturty  fnmi  Bmtoti  in  tfte  U,  JS,  S.  MlttNifuiipj/L 

U.  S.  Flaoship  Mississippi, 
Niwy  Yard,  Charhmtfi/^n^  Ma««^  May  23^  ISGl, 

Sik:  I  have  the  hon<ir  to  inform  you  that  this  ship  was  rf|>orte<l  to 
me  rniuly  for  snu  ttn  y*'ster<U»v  at  i*  o'clock  and  15  minutes  p.  m.,  an<l 
lliat  my  (la«i;  was  then  hoisted. 

The  day.  however,  was  too  far  spent  tii  iiiiikt*  :ilL  tbe  prelijninury 
arrangonietits  for  gettiitg  to  sea  hefore  nlfjlit,  Mn*\  it  was  therefore 
postponed  until  0  o'clock  this  morning,  at  ivhicli  time  the  tide  served 
and  the  sliip  was  ^ot  underway  lind  proceeded  down  tho  hay.  Wlicu 
otT  Fort  Warren  tne  port  delivery  pipe  burst,  which,  when  examined, 
wa.'^  fount!  to  have  been  ititeriiionnlly  cut.  and  the  division  coueealed 
by  an  envelope  of  y;utta-percliii  and  c^invjis.  Upon  further  examina- 
tion the  other  pipe  was  found  to  lie  in  like  conditi<Jn. 

Suspicion  as  to  the  perpetrator  of  this  villainous  deed  points 
strongly  to  the  late  engineer,  Mirbae!  Quitni,  or  to  a  man  named 
Green,  a  Virginia  machinist,  who  wa.^.  J  am  told,  employed  upon  the 
engine  at  Norfolk.  Va.     Perhaps  Ivotb  umy  have  had  a  band  in  it. 

Consccpieutlv  I  am  coiupellea  to  return  to  the  navy  yard  for  repairs, 
which  it  is  l)elieved  can  be  eoniplet^Kl  in  tweuty-fonr  hours. 

\  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mkhv^ne, 
FlayOffic*^^  Commandln*^  Gidf  Blockadrntj  Squadrmu 

Hon.  GrDEf)N  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  WoMhinijU/n.,  D.  0, 


[TcIeKTUn.] 

Navy  Depautment,  May  iJJ,  t86L 
Take  as  many  extra  men  us  convenient  on  board  the  MksinMippi^ 
Mas»(ichiM<^lln^  and  Souf/t  Carolhm^  to  till  vat-ancies  in  the  Gulf  Si^uad- 
ron;  also  six  to  ten  wateh  officers  if  any  temporary  acting  appoint- 
ments are  at  the  Boston  Station. 
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Consult  with  Colonel  Brown,  at  Fort  Pickens,  and  cooperate  fully 
with  him  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  that  place.     Answer  per  telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Naiyy. 
Commodore  Wm.  Mervine, 

Cave  of  the  Commandant^  Navy  Yard,  Boston^  Mass. 


[Tel^tram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  ^4,  1^61, 
The  ship  Bamberg^  from  Liverpool  for  New  Orleans,  has  been  out 
about  thirty  days  with  concealed  arms  on  board. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nansy. 
Commodore  William  Mervine, 

Care  of  Captain  Hudson,  Cornniandant  Navy  Yard^  Bost^n^  Mess. 


Report  of  ]^la<j- Officer  Mvrinn^,  U.  S.  Nat>y,  regarding  departure  from 

Boston. 

U.  S.  Flaoship  Mississippi,  May  27^  1861. 
Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  as  soon  after  the  repairs 
to  the  steam  escape  pipe  were  completed  as  the  tide  would  permit,  this 
ship  was  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  bay. 

*  *  *  «-  «  *  * 

At  3:30  o'clock  p.  m.  the  pilot  was  discharged  and  the  ship  is  now 
proceeding:  to  sea. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Flag-  Officer,  Cornmandiny  Gulf  Squadnm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Nainj^  Washingtmi,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nairy  to  FUy-  Officer  Mervhw,,  U.  S. 
Nary,  transmltti?*^  request  of  the  iTesldeni. 

Navy  Department,  May  20^  1861. 
Sir:  If  practicable,  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  wishes  of  the 
President,  expressed  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  28th  instant,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  enclosed,  complied  with. 

I  am,  respectful  1}',  your  obedient  servant, 

(tideok  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine. 

Cominandimj  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

Dispatched  Lieutenant  Strong,  of  Mohawk.,  on  this  luisincss,  ,Iune 
12,  1861. 

K.  (i.  W. 
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(Eni'lniiiirf.I 

ExKCUTivE  Mansion,  May  ^8,  1S6L 
Mv  Dkar  Sir:  A  friond  of  miiiv  nvsiiiirijr  at  Cliicajfo,  IP.,  Mr.  C. 
Bcfkwith,  Inis  it  laHy  relativo.  Miss  EliziilK-lb  Smith,  iit  St.  Marks,  in 
Florida,  whcmi  he  iinicK  dpisiros  to  have  liroufrbt,  away  from  thprp,  and 
he  ha*t  bwii  indiieod  to  think  that  some  of  our  vessels  i-omipcti'd  with 
tho  hltwkiido  could  Rtr*H't  this  without  much  li'ou)iU'.  If  tliis  is  pmc- 
licablo,  I  f^liall  he  oiilij^cil  if  ytm  will  diri'rt  it  tn  )m»  <U>m\ 
y<nirs,  truly. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Hon.  Secretaky  of  thk  Navy. 


In»iructioi\»  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fl^ag-Oftc^r  Mervine^ 
IF.  S.  Nnry^  retjardiutf  tvMSfiijt  which  chaired  prfrion^i  to  the  ftttub- 
Ihhment  of  the  hlfx'l'ode. 

Navy   HKrAKTMRNT.  3fay.i/,  1^961. 

Sni:  It  has  been  represented  to  this  Department  that,  in  consequenee 
of  the  low  state  of  water  in  the  Mississippi  River,  sundry  vessels  which 
rleared  from  New  Orleans  bofort*  thr  hlocrkade  was  instituted  iire 
dctainiHl  and  uniiMe  to  rross  thi'  bar,  find  are  conse^juently  in  danper 
of  ficink'  captured  as  not  coming'  within  the  ruK-s  prefierii>ed  for  the 
blockade. 

To  foreij^ners*  and  onr  own  loyal  cotintrynipn  within  the  States  that 
are  now  in  in.surret'tion,  the  (lovernnient  wotdd  bo  lenient,  and  take 
no  advantage  of  such  a  misfortune  an  the  om*  indicated.  If,  therefore, 
any  vessels  have,  by  this  nalumity,  for  which  tliey  arr  n<vt  resptJusiMe, 
been  detainod.  you  will,  on  brini,^  satisfied  that  they  rleiuvd  fnim  Nt^w 
Orleans  within  liftmen  days  frf>ni  the  declaration  of  ctfectivc  blockade, 
permit  them  to  depart. 

I  am,  \or\  respectfully,  your  obedient  sor^'ant. 

Gideon  Wklles. 

Flag-Oflicer  William  Mkrvink, 

(.hifitiiond/'/iy  (ruff  Blitrhtfihuj  Sf^mtdron^  Sey  We«t^  FUu' 


Report  of  Captain  Etlitifm.  U.  S*  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S,  JR.  R. 
C'uyier,  reyardiny  tht  departure  of  that  ee^elfrorn  JVew  York. 

U.  S.  S.  U.  R.  C11YT.KR, 

I{art>or  of  New  York^  June  5,  1S61. 
Sib:  The  command  of  this  ship  wa.**  transferred  to  me  by  Flag- 
Officer  Bree.s<'  on  tho  :^d  instant,  and  I  left  the  navy  yard  the  same 
aftornoon  and  anchored  in  the  North  Kiver  for  the  purT>ose  of  orpiniz 
inj^  the  crew  and  preparing;:  for  sen.  The  transfer  rolls  of  the  olHcei-s 
and  crew  wore  oidy  received  hci-e  late  last  evening,  and  1  am  now 
urMler  steam,  proceeding  to  sea  in  the  execution  of  your  orders  of  the 
ITth  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  tho  mmstor  rolls  of  the  officers 
and  crew. 

I  am,  Mir,  very  respectfully,  your  obediont  servant, 

Francib  B.  Ellison, 

Captam, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks. 

Secretary  of  the  Nary^  ^Vn^hhujion, 
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Seport  of  CcrninW'tid^r  P^m^'^  U-  S.  JVtivi/^  comtiifmdtmj  U.  S.  S.  Bntok- 
lyn^  r^ardin^  tfi^  hUichad^.  of  Pum*  a  r  ^ht/rt, 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sixx)p  Bkooki^tn, 
Of  Pfts>f  h  r  Outre,  Jmu:  7,  186 J. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  Bi'iHtklyu  actively  enjfiigod  in 
hl4>ck:i(linif  this  |>rtss.  Sevemf  ves^el-s,  Uoth  foreign  and  Antorican, 
have  Iweu  warm'ti  oil.  There  are  rsevoral  vp,s«el.s  detained  at  the  l>ur 
on  ai^fount  of  the  lowiiess  of  the  river.  As  tliey  had  l(Huled  and  i-leared 
before  the  blockade  waj*  established,  they  will  be  permitted  to  depart, 
us  al.Hu  all  otliers  which  uiay  load  and  elear  witlun  the  time  allowed 
aft^M-  the  appearance  of  (his  [vessel]  off  the  Imr  (fifteen  days). 

Several  foriMgn  eonnuls  vi-sited  this  .ship  to  as<*ertain  if  any  extra 
tlnip  woukl  bo  allowed  ve>*)^cls  after  the  notice  expired  to  overcome 
tlu'  dirtii'uUies  of  paKsinj^  the  Imr.  1  informed  them  that  rea^sonable 
time  \v<Mi]d  l)e  alfowed,  provided  I  wa.s  f*atisfied  ever^v  exertion  was 
made  to  remove  them;  and  a.s  they  can  not  br  removed  without  the 
assistance  of  steam  towboats,  they  wished  to  kntiw  if  said  boats  would 
be  hUowed  to  tow  them  over  the  bar  and  return  unmolested  by  the 
blorkadin^  force.  I  iLisurcd  thi-m  such  an  armuf^cment  would  be  per- 
mitttni,  provided  the  vessels  and  their  carptK-s  were  foreign  property. 

One  or  two  vessels  have  aiiproached  under  Enj,dish  colors  witli  pro- 
visional registers,  sijjned  \\s  Im*  Knf,'lisli  consul  at  New  Orleans,  which 
vessel?*  luive  bi'cn  .\nicricjiii  ptopcrty,  but  sold  to  other  jMirties  and 
thus  <'hanfi;ed  their  nationality.  I  woukl  like  to  receive  instructions 
as  to  the  legality  of  such  provisional  registers,  as  I  am  in  doubt  as  to 
the  power  of  the  Knglish  consul  to  thus  change  the  natioital  character 
of  vessels  clearing  from  New  Orleans. 

As  the  ves.sels  and  their  cargoe,**  were  of  little  value.  1  did  not  deeu» 
it  sufficiently  important  to  te^t  tfie  matter  by  nmking  i^aptures  and 
sending  them  in  for  adjudicjition. 

The  Muutit  Va'wh  ariivtxl  to-day,  having  in  tow  the  steamer  IStt- 
heti^iurg,  with  supplies  of  stock  and  provisions,  which  are  most  accept- 
able to  all  on  board.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  health  of  the  officerH 
and  crew  of  the  iit^mkhjH  is  gofxl. 

The  schooner al.so  arrived  with  a  supply  t>f  coiil,  which  wo 

were  (|uit4?  in  need  of.  She  rei>ort."*  a  wbooner  now  in  sight  a*^  another 
eoal  vessel.  The  two  will  atford  an  ample  supply  for  all  the  vessels 
now  here  and  at  Mobile. 

The  Jhwhntiin  is  at  the  Smtlnvest  Pass  and  effectually  prevents  any 
interruption  of  the  blockade  in  that  ouartcr.  The  cornnmnication  via 
Lake  Ponlcliailmin  to  the  northward  is  still  imguarded  and  must  remain 
so  without  another  vessel.  It  is  possibh^  for  ships  to  approach  that 
entrance  without  l>eing  seen.  Small  steanu»rs  could  pass  t)nt  and 
l-uceive  their  cargoes. 

I  receiveil  from  Captiiin  McKean,  of  the  Niagai'a^  a  communication 
for  Lieutenants  Broome  and  Graham,  of  the  Marine  Cori>s,  and  Kngi- 
neer  .Ionian,  to  take  pas-^age  to  the  Unitnl  Stiitcs  in  the  Monvif  Vernon 


in  conse(|uence  of  their  declining  to  sign  an  oath  of  ullcgianc^^  ndmin- 
istered  to  all  the  ofKcei-s  }>\  him  on  his  arrival  off  Pensacola. 


As 


H  Lieutenant  trraham  had  expressed  to  me  his  rondincss  to  t^ike  the  oath 

^M  before  J  had  opcnctl  Captain  McKean's  communiciitions.  und  assured 

H  me  previou.sly  that  his  only  objection  to  taking  the  oath  at  the  time 

H  the  other  officers  took  it  was  that  he  liad  consulted  h'ls  mothci-'s  wishes, 


nml  was  desirons  nf  knnwiiij;  itioTii  Ix'foro  Ik^  tttoU  siny  action.  A  Int- 
tor  reroivofi  liy  Mount  \\th»»h  removed  all  hw  doubu,  and  he  now  felt 
at  jx^rff^ct  liJ»erly  to  act.  and  dcwii-ed  to  take  Ihf  oath,  whirh  I  admui- 
iistui'od  t<t  him  aint  rt^tuini'd  him  on  Itoird. 

It  is  hut  justice  to  Lieutenant  (iraliani  to  say  that  he  at  all  times 
che(*rful]y  and  etticiently  |x*rfonnc<l  his  duty.  I  hope,  thercfttrt*.  the 
DepartiiK'iit  will  approve  of  my  liavinjy  retained  niin  on  inmrd  the 
Br(H>khfn. 

Very  respectfullv,  roiir  obediout  aorvant, 

a  H.  PcK->«. 

Hon.  (ilhKON    WkU.KS, 

Sa.'*'ctiifif  ttf'fhr  XotUj^    W'tMhtfHffnn.  fK  V. 


I 


(\mi^4hn(hil  instrn'floitM  Jrtttn   tlw    SucTt'lary  of  ihv  JVuej/  to  J*la(j- 
Opliyr   Jfff/'/n^.^    If.   S.  iWiwy,  reijarding  the  dtifafvemtrnt  of  tht^ 


Navy  Depautmkkt,  »AiH*»i¥, /^tf/. 

Sik;  TliL'  iniporiJiriee  of  exrludinjjT  all  commiTcial   intercourse  from 
the  |K»rt^  of  the  itisnr^nint  Slates  will  doiimnd  your  uneca-sinj^  vi»jri- 
It  is  e.*;peciaily  essential  that  the  Mi-snitssippi  .should  he  closed; 


ce. 


Ian 

and  without  the  Department  prescnlinj;  detiiils,  you  will  at  no  time 
allow  your  force  to  be  so  diminished  as  to  permit  any  ve-ssci  to  enter 
or  depart  from  New  Orleans. 

With  the  force  that  you  have  it  can  liardlybe  supposed  that  you  can 
ston  every  outlet  with  an  armed  vessel,  hut  uiiremittintr  wtit4hfulne.ss 
will  enahle   you  to  ix*rform    o;i»od    coast   guard   duty   over  the   less 


>  ix*rror 
Mobile 


important  points.     Mobile  and  Galveston  should  Ik>  allowed  no  com- 
mercial privilejres  whih-  the  present  condition  of  alTairs  continues. 

You  ran  rmlwrnt'is  the  insurtents,  relieve  your  own  cares,  and  make 
the  emiitirjfo  more  .strict  by  sinTcincr  hulks  aeross  .some  of  the  harhorjs 
or  on  the  bars.  Dtiul)tle,ss  you  will  capture  sou»e  prizes,  and  perhaps 
Ihi.s  may  U*  the  l»est  <lisjx»si(ion  you  can  make  of  them.  There  must 
Im-s  ho  far  as  is  |x>ssihlc,  a  perfect  naiiint^'rcourw!  established. 

Foreij.ni  nation.s  are  allowed  a  re^isonable  time  to  leave  the  port^j,  but 
after  that  has  expired  there  should  Ih^  no  relaxing  the  rule.  Vcsk'U 
comiujr  *^»  1"  the  coast  should  be  once  warned  otT  before  seiziire. 
'i'hese  are  pri\'ilege»  extended  by  courtesy  to  thosc^  who  are  not  aware 
that  the  ports  of  the  States  in  insurrection  ai-e  clo.scd.  To  foreijjn 
nations  and  to  our  own  citizens  they  are  as  if  they  had  never  been 
pi)rt*  of  entry. 

That  iMirtion  of  the  Navy  which  is  at  Fort  Pickens  will  net  in  con- 
cert with  the  Army  as  heretofore  in  defense  of  the  place. 

Please  keen  the  Department  eoustautly  advised  of  the  i-oudition  of 
thing's  and  or  your  own  o]X'rationi^. 
I  am.  respectfully,  etc., 

(tidi'X>x  VVeu.es, 

Scertiiartj  Xotuj. 

Captain  W.  MF.RvraE, 

Ctntmutfidinfj  AfinniAtttppi^  (rHlf  of  MexUtK 
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Rep&ft  <(f  Flag -Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy,  reqarding  afairs  at  Key 
West^  Fla. ,  on  his  arrival  there  in  the  IT,  tS,  S.  Mississippi. 

No.  1.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June 8,  1861, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  (by  means  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Cmisader^  which  I  have  ordered  to  Havana,  tor  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing his  Excellency  Governor  [J.  B.]  Waller,  late  U.  S.  minister  to 
Mexico,  and  whicn  is  to  return  immediately),  of  my  arrival  at  this 
place  yesterday  in  the  U,  S.  S.  Mississippi^  after  a  pleasant  passage  of 
eleven  daj's.  We  were  detained  on  the  passage  a  few  hours  by  the 
choking  of  the  damper  of  the  smoke  pipe,  which  was,  however, 
promptly  remedied.     *    *    * 

I  found  anchored  here  the  U.  8.  steamers  Massachiisetts  (which  sailed 
for  Fort  Pickens  immediately  after  mj' arrival).  Crusader.,  Water  IfJteA, 
and  Montgomery.  1  dispatched  the  latter  vessel  (after  detaching  the 
supernumerary  officers,  whom  1  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch 
as  passengers,  with  the  exception  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Robert 
Barstow,  whom  I  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Mmitgornery)  to  blockade 
Appalachieola,  under  orders  herewith  enclosed,  marked  "  A,"  and  with 
a  circular,  also  enclosed,  marked  '*B."  I  shall  issue  a  copy  of  the  cir- 
cular and  order,  with  appropriate  changes,  to  each  vessel  of  the  Gulf 
Squadron.  The  Crusader  w\\\  be  left  here  to  carry  out  her  instructions 
from  the  Department  under  date  of  March  11,  1861. 

The  Water  Witch  will  sail  immediately  to  join  the  forces  off  Fort 
Pickens,  and  to  prosecute  the  duties  heretofore  assigned  her  as  a 
dispatch  vessel. 

A  steamer  named  the  Salvor  came  in  here  last  evening  under  suspi- 
cious circumstances,  which  will  cause  her  detention  until  I  can  hear 
from  the  Department.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  informs  me 
that  he  permitted  this  vessel  to  make  a  trip  from  this  place  to  Tampa 
Bay  anff  from  thence  to  Havana  with  a  load  of  cattle,  in  order  to 
fulfill  an  important  contmct  with  a  firm  there.  She  touched  here  and 
was  to  sail  on  the  same  destination  this  morning,  when  I  stopped  her 
until  further  orders.  I  have  not  had  time  to  make  search  or  examina- 
tion respecting  her,  but  shall  do  so  immediately.  On  board  this  vessel 
came  his  Excellency  Governor  Weller,  who  intended  taking  passage 
in  the  Water  Witch  to  Fort  Pickens  and  thence  to  Washington  tnrough 
the  insurrectionary  States,  at  the  same  time  asserting  that  he  had 
important  dispatchcw  for  the  Government  at  AVashington.  I  have 
considered  this  movement  on  the  part  of  this  high  runctionaiy  as 
rather  suspicious,  and  assumed  the  rej?ponsii)ility  of  refusing  him  a 
passage  in  that  direction,  whicli  1  hojx;  will  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Department. 

I  find  upon  enquiry  that  though  the  yacht  Wnuit-rrr  is  hero,  her 
owner  is  now  in  Mississippi.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven  has 
communicated  with  the  Department  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  I 
have  left  it  in  his  hands. 

Application  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  army  officers  and  tlie  V.  S. 
district  judge  at  this  place  to  allow  the  fishing  boats  to  carrv  on  their 
usual  coast  trade.  It  is  represented  that  the  trade  is  Hniitcd  to  fresh 
meats,  vegetables,  fish,  etc.,  and  is  carried  on  with  a  few  men  who  are 
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Unionists  ulonj;  tho  L-oa^^t.     This  port  ih  dopemlpnt  on  that  Inide  for 
it^  supplv  t)f  tlio.so  articles.     1  :ir<k  for  instructions  on  tliiH  .subject. 
I  Imvp  t\\v  honor  to  he,  \"pry  n'^pertfully,  j'oiir  obrdient  servant, 

\Vm.  MKRVIfiK, 

1*^41  ff'f/ficet\  Ct>mrtutndri7i{/  Gnlf  BffMrhulhxj  ^jftmiroti. 

Hon.  (iiTJKON  Wku.es, 

Secrfitary  oj' tfie  Nai'fj^  Waahlnfjttniy  D.  O. 

A. 

U.  S.  Flaoshtp  Mississippi, 

Kf^lf  W,'tii^  June  7,  1S61, 

Sir:  You  will  pnK-^epd  with  the  United  Stjit^'s  .stfumer  under  your 
cniutniiiul,  with  :tll  pnirtiniljlt*  dispiiti^h,  Ut  the  pttrt  of  Apalarhicola, 
oti'  whlfh  you  will  remaiu  ^uihV-iently  near  to  prevent  romniunieation 
urilil  further  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  entahhwhinj;  and  niaintiiinint; 
an  t'lfeelivii  hhK'kade  of  that  port  a^iinut  the  entrnnee  aiul  eyro^j*  of 
all  vessels,  excepting  vessels  of  war  of  those  nations  in  amity  with  the 
United  StAtew. 

You  will  only  notify  neutrals  of  the  deehiration  of  blockade,  and 
give  to  the  annexed  deehirution  of  blockade  all  the  publieity  in  your 
power. 

No  American  c^astinjj  vessels  are  to  >»e  allowed  t<->  enter  or  depart 
from  said  port  from  the  time  of  your  arrival  on  the  statitm.  The 
blockade  will  not  be  complete  as  to  foreign  or  neutnil  ves.sels  until 
you  shall  have  been  rjn  tlie  station  tiftcen  days.  To  such  vessels 
already  in  port  you  will  allow  a  reasonable  number  of  days  to  leave. 
You  will  wiun  off  all  aeulral  or  foreign  vessels  attemptiujf  to  enter 
S4iid  \)ovi„  unless  they  shall  have  previously  received  from  one  of  the 
blockading  sipiadron  a  si>ecial  notilieation  of  tho  existence  of  the 
blockade,  and  endoixe  the  wariiin*:  uiMtn  their  muster  i*olIs,  with  u 
statement  of  the  time  and  date  of  Ene  wurninff,  together  with  the 
latitude  and  loni^^itude. 

If  anv  such  vessel  shall,  after  such  warnintf.  either  by  yourself  or 
any  of  llic  bUM-kiidin^'  sipindron,  make  a  scccmd  attenijit  to  enter,  orlto 
found  hoverinfj  abtml  in  the  vicinity,  then,  and  in  no  other  ca.se.  it 
will  be  u  g-ood  ami  lawful  prize,  which  you  will  cuptuiv  an<l  send  to 
the  nearest  Northern  port  for  adjudication,  tojjcther  with  ""all  the 
paper.s  and  writinjf  found  on  board,"  in  acc{»rdame  with  the  provisions 
of  article  7  of  an  "xwi  for  the  l)ettcr  yovernaiont  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States"  {Naval  Kej^fister,  pa^e  Wl).  ^^f 

Should  there  be  an  oi:casit>nal  t4MU|>oi'ary  ub:«once  of  your  vesael^^f 
from  your  station,  produced  by  a<H*ident.  as  in  the  case  of  a  storm, 
this  does  not  .suspend  tbe  letfal  openition  of  the  blockade.  The  law 
considers  an  attempt  to  lake  advantaj^'c  of  such  an  accidental  removal 
a  fraudulent  attempt  to  break  the  blockade.  This  is  the  only  exeej)- 
tion  to  the  nece.ssity  of  the  aetual  presence  of  the  blockadinj^  force  to 
constitut-e  a  lejjal  blockade. 

All  open  letters  from  shippei*8  (and  you  will  receive  no  others) 
which  contiiin  nolhinp  detrimental  to  the  public  interest  should  l>e 
fonvarded  to  their  destination  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  hite  naval  ollit-ers.  who  have  resig-ued 
and  are  in  the  insurrectionarv  States,  will  remaiu  vft^st\.\Nft.    ^xvsx 
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vigilance  and  caution  will  therefore  be  required  to  guard  against  a  sur- 
prise, especially  at  night. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Depart- 
ment to  Captain  Hudson,  which  is  to  be  deemed  incoiporated  into 
these  orders  and  is  to  serve  for  your  guidance  in  the  circumstances 
therein  contemplated. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  Mekvine, 
Flag- Officer^  etc. 
Commander  T.  Darrah  Shaw, 

Cmninandhuj  Stemrier  Montijomery. 

Declaration  ofblorkadf.. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Mississippi, 

Ju7ie  r,  1861, 
To  all  who)ii  it  ituiij  concern: 

I,  William  Mervine,  flag-officer,  commanding  the  United  States 
naval  forces  composing  the  Gulf  Sciuadron,  give  notice  that  by  virtue 
of  the  authority  and  power  in  me  vested,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
proclamations  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
promulgated  under  date  of  April  19  and  27,  1861,  I'espectively,  that 
an  effective  blockade  of  the  port  of  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  has  been  estab- 
lished and  will  be  rigidly  enforced  and  maintained  against  all  vessels 
(public  armed  vessels  of  foreign  powers  alone  excepted)  which  shall 
attempt  to  enter  or  depart  from  said  port. 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Flag- Officer^  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sqxiadron. 


B. 

Circular.  I  U.  S.  Flagshit  MiSvSissippi, 

Mug  ':i'J,  1S61. 
Having  been  appointed  by  the  honorable  the  Secretarv  of  the  Mavy 
to  counnand  theXnited  States  naval  forces  in  the  Guff  of  Mexico, 
destined  to  establish  and  maintain  an  effective  blockade  of  all  the  ports 
south  of  Key  West  to  the  Rio  (Jrandc,  I  deem  it  a  proper  and  fitting 
occasion,  u|K)n  assuming  that  command — considering  the  unhappy 
state  into  whidi  our  beloved  country  has  been  precipitated  by  tne 
unhallowed  machinations  of  a  compamtively  few  disatfccted  political 
aspirants,  who  have  labored  for  years  to  instill  into  the  minds  of  their 
fellow-citizens  the  baneful  principles  by  which  they  have  been  gov- 
erned—to admonish  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  the  s(iuadron  of 
the  great  necessity  that  exists  for  prompt  and  energetic  action,  untir- 
ing vigilance,  and  devotion  to  duty  by  every  oflicer  and  man,  upon 
evety  one  of  whom,  in  his  appropriate  sphere,  depends,  in  Some  meas- 
ure, whether  the  exertions  now  being  put  forth  by  the  ( Jovcrnment  to 
crush  the  hydra  of  secession  shall  result  in  a  short  or  a  long  struggle 
and  whether  the  integrity  of  the  United  States  shall  be  maintained. 

Wm.  Mervink, 
Flag- Officer^  Commanding  Gnif  Blockading  Squadrtm, 
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Or(hr  of  ihi.'  Sfrrtftanj  of  tfn'  Aaivj  U>  Vnpialn   tMgU'^   IK   S»  A-ttvt/^ 

rofuuiondintj  U.    S.    S/iijt    Sa/ittv^   fo  jntKftfd  to  autij  hi   th^   Oiuf 

Squad rtm. 

Navy  DKrAKXMENT,  Juiu-.fi^  1H6L 

8ik:  The  U.  S.  frigate  Snnt^^  under  your  (^^omiuaiKl,  in  to  form  u 
nailof  the  Gulf  liKHkaHintir  S<iimdroii,  thig-Offifor  Williani  Morvinr. 
When  she  slmli  hi'  in  nil  n'spwU  rt'jidy  for  wea,  \ou  will  proc-eed  with 
hcT  to  the  Gulf  und  ri-port  iiccordin^ly. 

On  ymir  way  ytm  will  run  into  Hiitiipton  Rotid;^  for  tlie  purpose  of 
it'cciviiij;  a  ?»iipply  iA  shells  for  the  iSanUv  and  alao  for  the  Marion^  to 
Im?  sent  from  v\  ashiiij^ton. 

It  in  desinilile  tlmt  you  sliould  keop  u(*ar  tho  coast,  with  the  vit'w  t)f 
comiuuriicating  with  the  luiviil  foret's  olf  the  hloekaded  ports. 

Trutismit  to  the  nepurtnunt  heforc  sailing  a  niu.ster  roll  of  the  San- 
ht'  an<l  a  separaU*  list  of  her  officers. 

f  am,  re.spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(rIDKON    WkIXKH. 

Captain  Hknry  Eagle, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Santtte^  PortsfOfJiUh^  iV.  //. 


Ord*^  of  the  Secrdary  of  the  Navy  bt  Captain-  Bailey,  U.  S.  Kavy^ 
aimniandin/j  (7.  S.  S.  Col^ra^io,  to  prociUMl  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
S*jnailrori. 

Navy  DKrAHTMKNx,  Juu*}  ,y.  18GL 
Sie:  The  U.  S.  frigate  Coh/rado^  under  your  command,  is  to  he  the 
fhi^Hhip  of  tlie  Gulf  Hlo4:kadiiig  Sipiadroti.     As  soon,  therefore,  ns  she 
is  in  all  respeets  reu<lv  for  sea,  you  will  i>niceed  with  her  to  I  he  Gulf 
ami  rrjKirt  to  Klag-Ollicer  William  Merviiu^ 

It  is  desiiiiblt*  tliat  you  .should  keep  near  the  coast  on  the  way  dow  n 
ami  comiiiniii4'ate  with  tfie  luival  foree  olSf  the  blockaded  ports. 

You  will  tninsinit  to  the  Depiirluient  before  sailinj;  a  muster  roll  of 
the  crew  of  the  C<tl</nidi>  and  a  Hepamte  list  of  her  olheerH. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obetlient  servant, 

Gideon  Wellrs. 
Captain  T.  Bailey, 

V<ntimandi.n<f  U,  S,  S,  Col<rrado^  Bf/ttt^m, 


RtjtfiH  of  Lit'ufenant   Porter^    U.   S  Suvy^  fidin'sinff  the  rfMrivtion  of 
vt'HSatii  nailing  f fain  Mockad^^i  jmrlM  und^-r  jn'ovinfofud  rt't/i^t^:/'.t, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sixmip  Powhatan, 
Southrt'af  PdnH^  Mi^fi^sippi  TP/yvr,  JiDu'  —^  ISdl. 

Snt:  I  beg  leave  to  rail  your  attention  to  a  matti»r  eormeetod  w'ith 
the  bloekadc  of  New  Orlean.s,  about  which  I  have  received  no  instruc- 
tiouri  and  of  which  (I  am  of  opinion)  the  Government  in  not  advised. 
Vessels  of  various  kinds,  <'omumuded  i>v  Americans,  with  American 
crcw«,  leave  this  jiort  with  provisional  re]t,dsters  to  last  six  months,  or 
until  they  can  arrive  at  an  English  port  where  there  is  a  re^istnir; 
these  are  all  bona  fide  American  vessels  and  (iwned  in  New  Orleans. 

The  En^hsh  consul,  who  has  visited  the  ship,  as.serts  that  the  trans- 
aetiou  is  a  pro|x?r  one  and  that  the  English  Government  is  resipoualblft 
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for  his  act.  Under  the  ciivumstances  vessels  so  registered  are  allowed 
to  pass  out  during  the  time  allowed  neutrals  to  depart,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  this  airangeiuent  is  liable  to  great  abuse.  If  we  allow  ves- 
sels with  provisional  registers  to  depart  in  one  instance,  wo  must  in  all, 
though  1  should  take  the  responsibility  of  sending  north  any  vessel  of 
a  suspicious  chanicter  coming  out  ot  New  Orleans,  no  matter  what  kind 
of  papers  she  might  have.  It  would  no  doubt  be  a  relief  to  all  com- 
manding officers  to  be  instructed  on  this  point. 

I  conmumicate  direct  with  the  Department,  owing  to  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  write,  and  there  l>ein^  no  likelihood  of  any  superior  officer 
coming  to  this  point  for  some  time.  J  was  ordered  here  by  Captain 
McKean  to  blockade  this  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  a  short  time  1  shall  be  without  coal.  I  have  not  enough  on  hand 
now  to  allow  me  to  leave  my  anchorage  and  chase  vessels  or  go  as  far 
as  Barataria  Bay,  where  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  secession- 
ists are  carrying  6n  an  active  commerce. 

There  are  five  vessels  now  fitting  out  at  New  Orleans  and  are  nearly 
read}'  for  sea:  The  xSY.  Philip  {Star  of  the  Wesf)^  to  be  armed  with  2 
08-pounders  and  4  32-pounders;  the  Sumter  (a  steamer),  witli  1  68- 
pounder  and  ^  32-pounders;  the  McRae^  formerly  Marquis  de  l<i 
Ilabana^  1  (JS-pounder  and  2  32-pounders;  the  Wmhi ngtmi  and  MvClel- 
lan  (formerly  revenue  cutters),  batteries  not  known. 

Commander  Itaphael  Semmes,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  commands 
the  Sunder^  and  Commander  Thomas  B.  Huger,  formerly  a  lieutenant 
in  the  IT.  S.  Navy,  commands  the  Mcliae.  The  officers  were  all 
formerly  in  the  U.  S.  Na\'y. 

The  vessels  can  not  get  out  of  this  pass,  as  our  broadside  completely 
commands  the  channels,  but  they  can  get  out  of  two  other  passes 
where  there  is  no  vessel  blockading. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieufcna'/d.,  Cominajiding. 

Hon.  (iiDKoN  Welles, 

Srrn/ifrt/ of  the  yavi/^  Wnshi in/ton^  1).   V. 


Seizure  of  th<)  liHtiah  vkijt  /Wfhj<hire,  June  0,  1861. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  copiei  of 
reports  of  commanding  officers. 

Navy  Department,  (htoher  ^,J,  18GL 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  ackiiowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  and  enclosures,  and  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
report  of  Captain  William  W.  McKean,  commanding  I'.  S.  S.  ^imjaray 
and  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Commander  Melancton  Smith,  which  con- 
tain such  information  as  the  Department  possesses  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  the  British  ship  Ptrfhuhire  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Af(ifisavhtm'tt.s, 
and  her  subsc<|uent  release,  by  order  of  Captain  MrKean. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Hon.  W^M.  H.  Seward, 

St^rctary  of  State. 
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H«port  or  Captain  MoSesn,  17.  B.  RaTy,  commanding  U.  6.  B.  RU^ara. 

L.  S.  Steam  Frioatk  Niaoaiia, 
Off  Southfiest  J*a^  of  Mhsi^mj/pl^  Septeitther  /.9,  186L 

Sir;  Your  coniniun'u^tion  of  the  1.7th  instant,  with  the  accompany- 
inij  dcM'unu'nt.  was  rt'coived  on  th^  18th  instant. 

Tho  Knglish  ship  lWfhnhire^  Ciiptiiin  .laniPH  Gates,  left  thi*  harlM)r 
of  Mobih?  on  the  8i)th  of  Juno,  1S61,  and  was  hoardod  hy  Lieutnmnt 
Spitrr,  fi'oni  thi-s  ship,  and  pa^tsed  i>v  my  ordei',  the  fifteen  days 
allowed  hy  thi'  proflatnation  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
for  neutral  vessels  to  dejmrt  not  having  expired. 

1  am  under  the  impression  that  no  endorsement  was  made  upon  her 
register,  as  I  did  not  consider  it  necer*sary. 

I  arri\ed  off  Fort  Pirkcns  in  the  Nh<i<nn  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th  of  June,  iSiil.  A  large  .ship,  which  proved  to  Im*  the  Perth- 
ithhi\  had  ju8t  aut-bored. 

Inmtodiately  ufter  the  Xiagam  had  oome  to  anchor.  Commander  M. 
Smith,  rumtniindinji:  U.  S.  S.  MiUiHtwhuadtn,  came  on  board  and  rcporte^d 
having  ciipturcd  tne  Perthshire  in  latitude  37    27'  [N.J  and  longitude 

85^;-ir[\v.]. 

I  stated  to  (Commander  Smith  that  the  PerthMre  had  left  Mobile 
within  the  time  allowed  by  the  President's  proclamation;  that  I  con- 
sidered the  capture  illegal,  as,  by  order  of  the  Department,  no  neutml 
Vessel,  not  having  on  board  contraband  of  war,  was  to  be  detained  or 
cjtptured,  uidcKs  attempting  to  h.^ave  or  enter  a  bhjckaded  port  after 
the  notiHcatiiin  uf  lhl<M*k»dc  had  In^cn  endoi^Kcd  on  her  register.  I 
therefore  directed  hinv  to  relea-'*c  the  /V/'//^s////>' and  to  replace  such 
provisioiLs  antl  stores  as  might  have  Imm^u  used  by  the  prize  crow. 

She  wiLs  ii('<'ordin^ly  released  and  immediately  gnt  underway.  Com- 
mander Smith  having  reported  U^  me  that  he  ha<i  not  only  replaced 
such  provisions  as  hiul  been  used.  Ijiit  hud  aUo  supplied  her  with  water. 

I  subsequently  received  front  Captain  Adams  the  report  of  Com- 
mander Smith,  a  copy  of  which  iy  hei*ewith  tmnauutted.  It  lioars  no 
date. 

Ah  I  was  in  hourly  exi>octation  of  your  arrival  from  Ke^-  We^t,  1 
had  fully  intended  repoiting  the  circumstances  to  you,  but  it  esca])ed 
my  memory. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv*  vour  ol>edient  servant. 

*    '  Wm.  \V.  McKean, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wiluam  Mehvine, 

Commanding  (Jidf  Blochidhuj  Sfputdron. 


Seport  of  Captain  Smith,  T7.  8.  Rarj,  oommandlag  IT.  8.  S.  MaiiacbnMtts. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 
Off  Pimmcda^  Fh.,  [June  10,  1S61.] 
Str:  T  have  to  report  that  on  the  9lh  instjint,  in  latitude  27'-'  27' and 
longitude  85    Jtl',  1   Ixmrded  and  seized  as  a  prize  the   English  ship       j 
Pr/thnhlre^  from  Mobile,  buund  to  l^iverpnol.  with  a  cargo  of  2,240       J 
bales  of  cotton,  said  ship  having  been  l>oarded  by  one  of  tiie  blockading 
fleet  off  Ponsacola,  May  13,  ana  warned  not  to  onttM*  the  harbor. 

Two  otfieors  and  29  men  were  placed  on  board  the  pri7.o  and  Mr. 
William  R.  Clark,  acting  master,  was  dirtn-ted  to  i^vocA^yV  ■^"■^isv  «" 
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possible  dispatch  and  report  to  the  senior  commanding  officer  of  the 
Gnlf  Squadron  for  iustruction.s. 

In  addition  to  the  a!)ove  I  boarded  ship  I<uua>^  from  Mobile,  ship 
Carl'A.wA  l)ark  Mary,  from  New  Orleans,  all  loaded  with  cotton  and 
witli  resistors  endorsed.  Also  ship  Brainley  Moore^  from  NewOHeans, 
register  not  endorsed,  but  allowed  her  to  proceed  upon  her  voyage  as 
the  time  granted  vcssols  to  clear  according  to  the  notification  of  the 
blockade  had  not  expired. 

Very  respectfully,  Melakcton  Smith, 

Conimandi'i'. 

COMMAM)IN(J    OfKICKR   (jULF    SqUADUON, 

[Endorsement.] 

U.  S.  Frioatk  Sabine,  June  10^  1861. 
At  the  time  the  Perthshire  was  boarded  from  this  ship  and  ordered 
off  from  Pensacola,  there  was  no  blockade  of  Mobile  or  the  Mississippi 
Kivcr. 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  stating  that  the  Boiiure 

was  unjustifiable. 

Defautment  of  State, 

Washington,  October  U,  1861. 
8ik:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  British  ship  JWtfishire^  detiiined  by 
the  commander  of  the  T.  S.  8.  Massaehnsetts,  As  that  detention  can 
not,  in  my  judgment,  be  justified,  the  claim  of  the  owners  will  have  to 
be  paifl.  This  Department  will  accordingly  make  application  to  Con- 
gress for  that  purpose.  Inasnmch,  however,  as  it  is  desirable  that 
such  mistakes  should  not  be  repeated,  the  expediency  of  makijig 
Commander  Mctancton  Smith  sensible  of  his  error  is  submitted  to 
your  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  your  ol»edient  servant, 

William   II.  Sf.wauu. 
Hon.  (iiDKON   Wkixks, 

Srt-iutarif  ttf  thi-  JVary. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.   reqnoBting  informa- 
tion, iu  response  to  the  request  of  the  British  minister. 

OeFAKTMENT    of    SlAlE. 

]V((.^hf'/njtt*ii,  (htiJn r  /-7,  /.sv;/. 

Silt:  1  transmit  herewith  a  copy  [of]  a  note  from  the  British  min- 
isU^r,  of  the  11th  instant,  and  of  its  accompaniment,  respecting  an 
alleged  interference  with  the  British  ship  PtrtL^hlrc  \i\  vessels  oT  tlie 
United  States  blockading  squadron. 

I  will  thank  j'ou  to  furnish  me  with  such  information  njMiji  the 
subject  as  will  enable  me  to  reply  to  the  note  of  Lord  Lyons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  .servant. 

WlLMAM     I!.    Si:\VA[{l). 

Hon.  (iiDEoN  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Xary. 
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ittar  fron  ths  BritUh  miautar  to  Ute  Saereury  of  fltata. 

HuniMi  Legation, 
Wmhhujtim,  D.  ('.,  (htfjht'v  IL  1S6L 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  tmiisinit  to  yuu  u  lopy  of  a  nifinorial 
addrpHsed  to  Kiiil  Kiissf-ll,  her  Majesty's  {)riit4'Ij>a[  serri'tarv  of  sluti' 
for  forei*,'"!!  titTaiis,  ]\y  ^!(.  Wiiliaiii  (iray,  itwiici-  of  the  British  ship 
iWthxhhe,  whioh  appears  to  have  iMcn  intorftM-ed  with  hy  United 
States  ships  of  war.  1  am  directed  hy  Lord  Kussell  to  ask  the  Goveru- 
luent  of  tne  United  States  for  an  explanation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,   with   high  tionsidenition,  sir,  yotir  most 
olwdient,  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 
Hon.  W.  II.  Srwaki),  ete. 


Cotnplatnt  of  VUlimm  Oray,  ovnor  of  the  ulxed  tobioI. 

Hakti.ki'.x)L,  A>oji(^f  26\  1861. 

My  IjORD:  I  take  the  liberty  of  direetin;;  your  lordnhip's  attention, 
in  your  oflirial  eapurlty  a.s  seeretur\'  of  state  ft)r  foreij^'ri  allairy,  to  tlie 
followinj;  fai'trt  connected  with  the  seiztirr  and  detention,  by  a  United 
States  steamship,  of  tliu  ship  P*^th»hirr^  of  the  port  of  Hartlepool, 
whilst  engaged  in  lawful  eomrueree  upon  thp  hiph  seiLs  and  to  request 
that  your  lordship  will,  throuj,'h  the  British  amlw-ssador  nt  Washinj:- 
ton.  lirinj^  the  ease  before  the  Governnient  of  the  United  States  and 
demand  comi»ensation  for  the  loss  I  have  siistaine*!  by  tht!  detention  of 
my  ship,  and  whieh  loss  I  estimate  at  the  sum  of  i''JoIi,  iH'sides  render- 
ing \<>i<l  all  insurances  effected  upon  the  ship,  her  cargo,  and  freijjht 
(of  the  jfrttss  value  of  jC40,0<A))  by  compellin^f  the  snip  to  deviate 
from  her  voya^jt*. 

The  IWihuhirt^  a  ship  of  810  tons  register,  was  chartered  l)y  a  iner 
chant  in  Liverpool,  in  March  last,  to  proceed  in  ballast  from  (frimsby 
to  iVnsacfjla,  and  there  load  a  cargo  of  timber  for  tlie  United  Kinjf- 
dom;  the  charterer,  however,  havin^^  the  option,  through  his  ai^ent 
at  Pensacola,  of  orderinj^  the  ship  to  Mobile  to  load  ruttrm  for  l^iver- 
pool,  at  a  lumj^)  sum  of  i'ii.Hou. 

The  ship  saded  fi-om  (Jrinisby  in  March  last,  and  on  the  I3th  of 
May  was  making  for  llu!  hiirbor  of  Pensaeola,  when  she  was  oi-dered 
to  heave  to  by  the  comrnanficr  of  the  United  .States  steamship  yifujanf. 
She  was  buarded  by  l^ieutenant  Brown,  l»oardinpfofficcr.  who  informed 
Captuin  Oiitcs,  of  the  iWihHhin:^  that  Peusacolu  was  blockaded,  and 
endoi-sed  the  vesHePH  register  as  follows: 

lV»n1ed  by  the  Tnitt'il  StAtcH  Ptjiuidron  May  i:i,  IH61,  and  wiinicd  not  to  enter  the 

harlmr  of  r«*ii«ii^'»la. 

GeowiK  Bnuw.v, 
L!rufi-miiU,  V.  S.  Namj,  Boardimj  (t/Hivr. 

In  reply  to  the  empiiry  of  Captain  Gates,  the  lieutenant  informed 
him  tbiit  Mobile  was  luit  blockaded.  The  ship  then  proceeded  to 
Mobile,  where  she  arrived  on  the  I  ith  of  May.  Mobile  wa.s  not  block- 
aded until  May  '16.  At  Mtibile  th**  J'>  rf/is/un  loaded  a  carpoof  cotton 
for  Liveri>ool  and  proceeded  to  sea  on  May  '61.  Out^jide  the  port  she 
was  airain  boarded  by  the  boarding  olKcer  of  the  United  States  steam- 
ship Nlmjiim^  who  examined  her  cU'arances,  expressed  l\v\x\ty^W.>^^\•=SisA 
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with  them,  and  said  the  ship  might  proceed  on  her  voyage.  She  pro- 
ceeded with  light  and  variable  winds  until  the  9th  of  June,  when  she 
was  boarded  by  the  boarding  officer  of  the  United  States  ship  Massa- 
chusetts, who.  after  conmiunication  with  his  ship,  sent  a  prize  crew  of 
29  men  and  ii  officers  on  board  the  Perthshire^  who  took  possession  of 
the  ship  and  all  the  captain's  papers,  hauled  down  the  Bntish  flag  and 
hoisted  the  United  States  Hag.  They  altered  the  course  of  the  ship 
and  took  her  back  toward  Pensacola,  off  which  place,  on  the  12th  of 
June,  after  mailing  about  200  miles  back,  they  fell  in  with  the  United 
States  squadron,  the  commander  of  which  ordered  the  Perthshir^s 
release,  without,  however,  making  any  compensation  for  the  detention 
to  which  she  had  been  subjected,  nor  for  tne  ship's  stores,  consisting 
of  tea,  coffee,  and  sugar,  used  by  the  prize  crew  whilst  on  board  the 
PfH/tuhire. 

On  this  ship  being  released,  the  captain's  papers  were  returned  to 
him,  and  his  clearance  endorsed  as  foflows: 

Boarded  .Tnne  0,  1861,  by  tlie  Uniteti  StateH  steamphip  AfassachutieUg;  detained  under 
note  15ii,  pajrt'  3.'jy,  Vattel'8  J-a\v  of  Nations;  liberated  by  commanding  officer  of  the 
•  Gulf  .Sfjuadron  June  12,  18(il. 

This  endorsement  was  without  anj-  signature. 

A  paper  was  given  to  the  captain  of  the  iWthshirfi  in  which  was 
written,  also  witliout  signature,  as  follows: 

Vattel's  I^awdf  Nations.  Sir  Walter  Wcott'H opinion.  Not«^  159,  jiage:^^,  article  3. 
Thiiij^  to  1«;  proved:  * 

1.  The  oxistent'O  of  a  blockade. 

2.  Tlie  knowledge  of  the  jiarty  Hujiposed  t()  liave  offende<l. 
;i.  Some  act  of  violation. 

Such,  mv  lord,  is  a  plain,  unvarnished  stiitement  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  this  extraordinary  seizure  and  detention.  The  ship  hav- 
ing reached  her  <lest!nation  safely  prevents  a  discussion  as  to  liability 
in  the  event  of  loss  after  the  deviation  in  the  voyage,  but  which  the 
Liverpool  underwriters  say  they  would  have  been  exempted  from  had 
such  taken  ])hue. 

The  ground  upon  which  1  base  my  claim  for  £200  is  as  follows:  The 
ship  hail  been  nine  days  at  sea  when  she  was-  seized.  She  was  taken 
l)ack  almost  to  the  place  from  which  she  first  started,  and  thi-ee  days 
after  that  (oi-  twelve  dajs  from  leaving  Mobile)  she  was  as  far  from 
Liverpool  as  on  the  3lst  of  May,  when  she  sailed  from  Mobile.  Her 
freight  was  about  £550  per  month,  or  twehe  days  at  that  rate  is  al>out 
the  sum  1  claim. 

The  case  of  the  I*rrthsh/rt\  my  lord,  has  been  conmiented  upon  by 
all  the  leading  journals  in  Great  Britain,  and  without  exception  they 
pronounce  it  a  case  in  which  our Goveinment  ought  to  make  a  demand 
for  damages.  1  ventui-e  to  hope,  therefore,  that  your  lordship  will 
tjvke  such  steps  with  regard  to  tbis  matter  as  will  ])revent  a  repetition 
of  improper  interfei'enec  with  Hritish  ships  and  at  the  same  time 
obtain  for  me  the  reasonable-and  fair  compensation  I  claim. 
I  have,  etc., 

William  (Juay, 
Owner  <tf  tit  I-  6V//y>  l\rthshh'r. 

liight  Hon.  Karl  Russell,  etc. 
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Latter  from  the  SoerotAry  of  th«  Ntvy  to  Commuidor  Smith,  U.  8.  Vuvy,  oommuiding  tha 

U.  S.  S.  Kaisachnaatis,  itatitig  that  the  seisnre  was  nnjaatifiable. 

Navy  Dkpabtmknt,  /hi^Jwr^S,  JSGJ. 

Sik:  The  Heizure  and  detention  (if  the  Kn^liKli  whip  Perf/t-n/iirf.  t)y 
your  order,  has  l>eeii  the  suhject  of  complaint  t4t  the  Depirtnient  of 
Stale  hy  her  Maj^^sty's  niinistt^r  at  Washin^titn,  and  a  olaim  ban  been 
laid  hy  the  owners  of  thiit  vessel  in  the  .sum  of  .t'!iiUO. 

Kroiii  infornmtion  in  tfic  ixisseAsioii  of  this  Dopartnient,  tho  folU»>v- 
iiig  appears  to  he  a  true  statement  in  the  cnse  of  the  IVrtAMn: 

She  sailed  from  (irimshaw  (GrimshyJ  in  March  last,  in  halhist,,  for 
Pcn^aeola,  there  to  load  with  timhrr  for  the  United  Kingdom,  or  if 
her  Rfifent  in  Pensacola  thought  pro^wr,  he  had  authority  to  send  her 
to  Mobile  for  a  cargo  of  cotton. 

On  the  I3th  (tf  May  she  was  making  the  har1>or  of  Pen^nooln  and 
was  imarded  and  tho  following*  endorsement  made  on  her  register: 

Boonled  by  the  United  States  wiuudron  May  13,  ISfll,  and  wamwl  not  to  outer 
the  harbor  of  Pen^niKrla. 

G»>.  BaowK.  U.  S.  Navy, 

Bfnirdintj  <>ffwtT. 

The  eaptain  of  the  /Vri'As^j'W  etates  that,  in  reply  to  an  enouiry,  the 
hoanltng  officer  informed  him  Mobile  was  not  blockaded:  ana  (.'uptain 
Adams  has  endorsed  on  your  report  of  the  eanture  that  at  the  time  of 
the  Ktoar<ling  of  the  Pt-rihshlrr  off  Pensatolu  there  was  no  blockade  of 
Mobile  or  the  Mi»sissippi  IJiver. 

The  Prrtfuihire  continued  bor  oourHC  to  Mobile,  arrived  there  May 
14,  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  and  pnx-eeded  to  sea  again  May  31, 
for  Liver|K>oi.  The  nlockade  of  Mobile  apjxiars  to  have  <ommenced 
on  or  alx)ut  May  "Ih.  Outside  of  the  port  she  was  boardi'd  by  an 
oflieer  from  the  j\i<i/j^tro,  and  passe*!  hy  order  of  Captain  Mckean, 
the  fifteen  days  allowed  for  neutral  vessels  to  depart  not  having  oxpiretl. 
On  the  nth  of  June,  when  some  hutulreds  of  miles  from  ^fijbiJe,  she 
fell  in  with  the  JfjM»tic/tttJuiffft^  under  your  coniinand;  a  prize  crew  was 
thrown  into  her  and  she  was  taken  bark  to  Pensacola,  wherv  she  was 
reli'iised  by  order  of  Captain  McK<?an,  he  not  considering  her  seizure 
legnl. 

The  grounds  on  wliicli  you  seized  her,  as  stated  in  your  report,  aro 
that  she  had  been  ^'Itoiirded  by  one  of  the  blockading  fleet  off  Pensa- 
colu  and  warned  not  to  enter  tho  harbor." 

The  honornble  Secretary  of  Slate  having  had  all  the  papers  in  the 
case  before  biin,  says  that  tljc  detention  of  th**  /*rl/i^/i/tf  can  mit,  in 
his  judgment,  be  justified,  and  that  the  claim  of  the  ownei>  will  have 
to  be  paid,  and  that,  accordingly,  an  application  will  be  made  by  him 
to  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

The  Ucpartment  couinuinicutes  to  you  the  liabilities  to  wliich  the 
(Jovcrninent  has  been  subjcct4Hl   by  a  mistake  on  your  ])art.  in  order 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  error:  and  while  it  enjoins  vigilance  at 
all  times,  judgment  and  wise  disfretion  must  also  Iwi  exercised, 
I  Am,  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Gideon  Weli.ks. 

Coiiirnandor  Melancton  Smitti, 

Vomdif.   (j\  iS.  *y.  Mn^mehiOiettit,  U^ulf  Jilockadinjf  Squadron. 
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XxplftUtory  report  of  Commander  Smith,  IT.  S.  Nary,  eommandinfc  ^-  S-  B.  Massachnaetta. 

U.  S.  8.  Maksacuuskits, 
At  SMp  hUmd,  Dtvi-mher  13,  1861, 

Sir:  I  bavc  the  honor  to  acVnowledjfe  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of, 
Oetoher^y,  ISOl*  lit  reJution  to  the.-ieizurc'und  diUeiilioii  of  IHp  Kni^'^lish-I 
bship  IWifiMhii't-  hy  niy  order,  and  that  it  has  been  the  Mibjeot  of  4;om-j 
rphiiiit  Ui  the  Uopjiitiuent  of  State  by  her  Majesty's  luininter  wt  Wa?ih- 
ington,  and  a  claim  for  daii)a^e»  has  been  laid  by  the  owners  of  that 
vesseHn  the  siun  of  i'2U(>. 

The  faet^i  in  tlie  ease,  as  stated  in  your  comnninication,  arc  in  all 
respect*  correct,  except  that  the  vessel  was  l>oarded  outside  of  the 
port  of  Mobile  by  an  officer  from  the  U.  S.  steam  fri^ite  Xhnjont,  and 
passed  by  order  of  Captain  William  W.  MrKeun,  of  which  circum- 
stance, there  was  no  official  evidence. 

The  jfrounds  on  which  the  seizure  was  made  are  not  set  forth  in  my 
repttrt  of  the  transaction,  as  it  was  only  deemed  necessary  at  that  tinie 
to  show  that  the  vessel  had  been  rei^uhirly  boarded  and  warned  off 
by  an  oflicer  of  the  blockading'  squadron. 

On  the  9th  day  of  .Jubc  1  boarded  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  seven  vea*! 
sels,  all  having  their  rt^gist^^i-s  endorsed  except  the   Ptrthahhw  und 
Bramley  MtHtrc.^   which   last  vej^sei,  as   I   stated   in  my    report,   was 
allowed  to  proceed  ti]>on  her  voyage,  as  the  time  granted  vessels  to 
depart  from  the  port  of  Mo!jile  had  not  expired. 

This  is  conclusive  cvidentc  that  I  was  aware  that  a  notiiication  had 
been  issued,  and  etjuully  ap|Hin'nt  tlmt  I  poss4'ssed  the  knowh-dge  that 
any  vessel  seized  fwfore  the  expiration  of  that  notification  would  be 
illegal. 

My  reasons,  therefore,  for  making  the  ra])tun'  ar*(  jis  follows:  I  was 
informed  at  Key  West  that  the  time  allowed  ves.sels  to  leave  the  port 
of  Mobile  expired  on  the  27th  day  of  May,  but  feeling  unwilling  to 
be  guided  by  a  report  that  did  not  reach  me  officially  I  communicated 
the  iuU^IIigence  to  Flag-Ofiicer  William  Mervine,  who  was  entering 
the  harl)or  of  Key  West  as  I  was  leaving  it.  and  re<jiiest4?d  dertnite 
instructions  in  relation  to  captureii  in  the  event  of  falling  in  with  ves- 
.sels on  my  way  to  my  station.  The  flag-officer,  n«*t  ha\  ing  assumed 
the  command  of  the  Gulf  Stpiadron,  was  not,  he  informed  me,  pre- 
|>ari'd  to  give  me  instructions,  and  that  I  must  be  guided  by  my  own 
judgment  until  my  arrival  at  Fort  Pickens. 

Acting,  therefoit',  upon  the  alM>ve  information  and  the  eviden*v 
lx>fore  me.  that  the  iWthKhirr  bad  left  on  the  .SIst  duv  of  May,  four 
days  after  the  time  alhiwed  vessels  t«  clear,  I  naturally  inferred  that 
she  hud  run  the  blockade. 

Whether  I  wa**  warranted  under  the  circumstances  in  detaining  the 
vesst'l  from  the  data  furnished  me  at  Key  West,  and  in  the  absence  of 
the  u>nai  cndorseinent  upon  the  f^rthnhirf^H  register,  1  most  re-spect- 
futly  leave  for  the  I*e]mitment  to  decide. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  »ervant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

iSecrdary  of  the  Matty y  Waahinytun^  D*  C\ 
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Orth-roftht  SfX'i'ttaryofihf  Xttry  to  Comumndtv  lhin(hj^  U.  S.  jyffi*f/i 

commanding  U.   S.  ship  Morton^  to  proceed  to   duty  In  tiut  Gulf 

Squadron* 

Navy  Department,  Jun^  10^  lS6t, 

Sib:  The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Morion.,  uudor  ,vour  romituind.  is  to 
form  a  |mrt  of  the(iulf  Blockading  S^jnarlron,  Flii«f-OlHcor  Witliam 
Morviue.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  8ne  is  in  x\\\  rospocts  reatly  for  k«*h, 
yon  will  proiififii  with  lif  r  to  tbo  (xulf  and  r^jMirt  a<Tonlinjily. 

It  \a  d(^siml»lc  that  yon  HbouUl  keep  nojir  the  coast,  with  the  view  of 
roninmnit'jitin^r  with  the  naval  force  off  the  blnikaded  port.**. 

A  supply  of  shells  for  the  Murion  will  be  taken  on  l»y  tlie  Sauttf^ 
which  will  touch  at  Hampton  Koads  for  the  nnriM)se  of  receivinjf  thein. 

Transmit  U>  the  Department  heforo  nailing  a  niuater  roll  <if  the 
Maritm  and  a  separate*  liwt  of  liei-  <)ffi<'erH. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant. 

(rlDKON    WkU-KS 

tlominnnder  K.  L.  Hakdy, 

t'oiiutinndiug  U.  >S.  Ship  Marion^  J\>rtftmtmlA^  ^V.  //. 


liejH/rl  of  Fl4tg-Offi'er  JA?/*tfMM,  Z7.  S.  Nmfy^  fra^tJntiiftiiitf  ntpi*^  of 
cf/rre^p*jrtdence'UHththecomin<mdm^ anny  o^ver  at  Key  Wtni,  Fhi. 

No.  3.1  U.  S.  Fi^fJBHTP  Miftsi88ii'ri, 

Key   WeM,  Fht.,  Jmn-  llK  I'^^^if- 

Stit:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  y<Mi  that  Lieutenant  Commanding 
.1.  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  S.  M(dunnf,\  from  Pensa<'ola,  arriverl  here  thin 
morning,  conveying  the  mail  and  dispatches  from  that  place,  under 
unlers  to  return  with  the  mail,  etc.,  at  this  place  for  the  forces  at 
Fort  I'iokens.  I  have  oi*dered  him,  after  proceeding  to  Havana  and 
leaving  hiK  dispatches  with  the  U.  S.  consul  there,  to  return  to  this 
pln<*e,  and  after  coaling  1(»  nroce*Ml  to  St.  Alarks,  Fla.,  to  Mockiwle 
that  port,  under  general  oraers,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in  my 
communication  of  the  Nth  in.stAnt. 

I  have  the  honor  t<i  inform  y<*"  that  I  rthall  Hail  from  this  p*>rt  for 
Fort  I'icken.s  on  Wetinesdav  next. 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  sinci^  my  ilisiiatrh  of  the  sth 
inf^tant  (No.  1).  save  a  corresjKjndencc  with  Brevet  Major  William  H. 
French,  conmiantling  at  Fort  Taylor.  (V^pies  of  hiM  lettern  (mark4'd 
"A"  and  *'C")  and  of  my  reply  (marked  •*B")  are  enclosed. 

!  have  published  the  declaration  of  hUx'kade  of  this  port,  which  \a 
annexed  to  n- v  general  ordei*8  and  ha«  been  already  eenl  to  the  Depart- 
uieiit  (dispatcli  No.  1). 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  olxxUent  servant, 

\Vm.  Mkkvine. 
Flag-Officer^  Conwianding  Gulf  Blockadimj  Sfpmdnm. 

[Rnrlnfnin*  A.] 

Headquartkbs  Tr(X5P8  at  Key  West.  JuneS^  1S61. 
Sih:  As  commander  of  ITnited  St4itea  troops  on  this  k*'v.  and  respon- 
Hible  for  the  administration  of  lliis  island  of  Key  West  and.  b}*  con- 
sequence, wlmtcver  matters  wliich   may  transpire   in   the   harbor,  I 
desire  to  know  upon  what  authority  standing  orders  v^VvASn^  \p  ^^ 
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arrival  and  dofmrturo  of  iii<lividiials,  nonrosicUMits  of  this  key,  issued 
fi'om  thc8o  headquarters,  ha\'c  boon  doviat^nl  from. 

I  chiiui  till'  right  of  vooiwnition,  at  l<;a>it,  with  your  arm  of  the 
service,  and  if  a  vea^ol  ha«  been  peniiitted,  armed  ur  otherwise,  to 
pas.s  under  the  ^uns  of  my  fort-s,  it  is  bi'eiiuse  it  was  deemed  certain 
that  none  of  the  noliee  ordei-s  I  ha<l  issued  for  this  eity  and  harbor 
would  be  deviated  from  without  the  preliminary  courtesy  of  consult- 
ing with  me. 

I  nm,  sir,  very  resixjtitfully,  etc, 

Wm.    11.  KRENcri, 

Claptain  Wm.  Mkkvink, 

Cof/imandint/  C.  tS.  S*juadrun  <ni  the  d^df  nf  Jl/iu*M-"u. 

tKuckMurv  B.] 

U,  S.  Flagship  Missis8n»pi, 

K.-y  WM,  Jhjw  UK  1S61, 
Sin:  Your  communieation  of  the  Stb  instant  wa.s  received  Saturday 
cvenintf  last,  too  lute:  for  a  reply  at  that  time  without  interferinir 
with  duties  demandiiijj  my  more  immediate  attention.  You  will 
not,  I  trust,  deem  it  improper  in  me  to  say  in  passing,  that  iMifore 
charginjf  me  with  the  violation  of  your  '^standin*?  orders,"  it  would 
have  been  conrt-esy.  to  say  the  leant,  to  liave  furnished  me  witli  a  copy 
of  tln-m,  or  have  jj^iven  nic  sf>nie  data  of  informntinn  as  to  your 
action.  The  absence  of  speciHc  charjjes  as  to  wh*iMeiiii  1  bavi'  violatod 
Kuch  (jrders,  ami  the  tone  of  the  letter  itself,  followin^.^  tfie  friendly 
coMver.-ntion  we  hud  on  my  arrival,  leatls  nn*  to  chunuterizo  your 
conunindcatiuri  as  extraordinary  a.s  it  was  une.\|>iH-ted.  While  f  dis- 
claim any  riy^ht,  j)urpose.  or  inttMition  to  int4'rfere  with  your  adminis- 
tration of  the  atfuirs  on  this  island,  1  can  not  see  that  it  follows,  ae 
a  lojrical  inference,  nor  am  1  <lisposod  to  admit  that  vou  have  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  us  to  all  matters  ti'anspirin^  upon  the  waters  about 
the  island.  It  is  true  that  in  the  dischargeof  dutitw  insejmmhh?  from 
my  position  as  comrtamder  \\\  chief  of  the  Gulf  Ulockadiny;  Squadron, 
and  in  pursuance  of  orders  emanating  from  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  I  have  ordered  all  vessels  entering  or  departing  from 
t^is  port  to  Ih_'  Injarded,  and  hy  so  doing  have,  it  ap|HMirs,  destroyed 
what  I  deem  an  imnroi)er  intercourse  carried  on  between  this  place 
and  the  mainland  oi  Florida.  You  will  remember  that  in  the  con- 
versation had  between  us  on  lx>ard  this  vessel,  in  the  presence  of  your 
officers  and  others  who  accompanied  you,  that  you  and  thry  nuiintaincd 
that  this  intercourse  wa-s  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the 
United   States   forc<>s   stationed    here   and  of   the   rosidenbt   on   the 

L island.  At  that  time  I  pointed  out  and  endeavored  to  (M>rti*ay  the 
evil  which  nmst  arise  from  smb  an  intcn-ourse;  that  it  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  spirit  of  the  blockiide.  which  I  was  directed  to  make 
effective:  that  it  was  supplying  the  rebels  with  money  and,  vastly 
moi^!  important,  with  iuformation  a«  to  the  movements  of  the  Unitecl 
States  forces. 
1  need  not  snv  to  you,  sir,  thnt  nil  who  reside  on  this  island  have 
not  tliat  sympathy  with  our  Government  that  we  have,  and  1  must 
confess  that,  with  your  knowledge  of  that  fact,  you  entertain  very 
liberal  views  as  to  t!ie  honesty  of  these  traders  and  as  to  the  fidelity 
with  irhicb  the  police  laws  established  by  you  have  been  observed.. 
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Without  rhnr^in^  thnt  those  iiulivifluiiLs  have  hoon  guilty  of  dishonf'.st 
practices,  yet  1  fear  they  would  not  ho  found  proof  agaliLst  the  temp- 
tation of  a  brihe  under  certain  tnrciiiiiMt;ince,s. 

I  may  refer  to  a  sinjjle  instance  which  will  justify  mo  in  the  foi*P- 
goiu)^  rcfleetioiis.  Tlie  <'aptaiti  of  the  wtoHiiier  Sa/itf/^  which  was,  on 
my  arrival  here,  about  to  proceed  to  Tampa  liay  for  cutth*,  hut  whi<-h 
I  detained,  was  tampered  with  hy  CapUiin  HaHstene.  of  tiie  Hi>-rall('d 
Southern  Navy,  for  the  purohaj^e  of  his  steamer.  She  would  douht- 
les.s  have  heen  aei^ied  or  purchased  had  she  heen  perniitti'd  t(j  <lepart 
again  for  ttiat  locality.  And  ni>w,  sir,  while  expresMinjj  my  ivj^rets 
for  the  extended  nuimrks  which  fiave,  I  conceive,  neen  called  forth  by 
a  mis«:onception  of  our  respective  otiicial  duties,  while  no  real  cause 
existed  for  a  differen<*  of  opinion,  1  will  conclude  hy  okservinjf 
that  the  extent  of  mv  coopenitions  with  you,  if  measured  hy  the 
B«8uraptionH  of  your  lctt<»r,  w<juld  be  narrowed  down  to  a  very  rine 
point;  but  be  a«sured,sir.  that  iiothinjj  would  give  me  greater  pleasure 
than  a  full,  hearty,  and  harmonious  cooperation  with  you  in  every 
mea-sure  which  is  for  the  be^it  interest  of  our  beloved  country. 

1  add  for  your  information  au  exti*act  from  my  general  instructions 
from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

You  will  et<tiLl>li!<ti  nn<l  i-nfonv  n  blwkude  nl  earh  iinri  nil  nf  the  ports  wnitli  nf 
Key  Vt'vfit  to  the  Kiolirandc.  ■  •  «  On  you  will  devolve  the  duty  of  bloekudinii; 
all  the  uortatwuth  of  Key  West.  •  •  *  T\w  htockaiif;  inusl  1*  t^trict  and  effectual, 
and  only  public  armed  veaeels  of  forei^  powera  uhouKl  \ki  ullowed  tu  enter  the 
blockmlctl  |Mirt«. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mkuvine, 
]*'fiig-OJficrf\  Gulf  Bltit'kiufinij  StjuudroH. 

Brevet  Major  Wm.  H.  Fren(;h.  V.  S.  Armv, 

Commanding  at  J^brt  Tat/lor,  Key  Weat^  FUi. 

[KnclomueCj 

IIkaih^uarterh  Tkooi's  at  Kky  Wkst,  J*nu  [0,  JS6/. 

Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receijitof  your  communi- 
cation of  this  date. 

My  conununication  to  you  was  predicated  upon  the  belief  that  tho 
orders  issued  by  myself  in  reference  to  the  aiTivals  and  departure  of 
individuals  to  and  from  this  iHtaud,  and  to  execute  which  the  senior 
naval  odicer  on  this  stjition  had  always  cooperated,  had  of  course  l>een 
eonnnunicated  to  you  wbcu  you  arrived,  as  is  customary  in  our  arm  of 
the  service. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  no  nieasuro  y<Hi  have  thought  proper 
to  adopt  concerning  mailers  which  hav4'  their  origin  outside  of  this 
harlKjr.  or  liavi'  Iheir  (jrigin  here  and  intended  tor  prohibited  points, 
meets  the  least  opposition  from  myself.  On  the  contrary,  knowing 
your  views.  1  esteem  it  a  duty  to  cordially  assist  in  carrying  thcni 
out  by  every  nn-ans  in  my  power. 

You  will  therefore  [MTceive  that  the  imnressiou  conveyed  in  your 
letter  of  this  date  is  based  upon  a  misapjprenension. 

A  mnnher  (tf  persons  had  lieen  iHMimtted  to  land  from  the  iS///vv>r; 
some  are  now  on  the  island:  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  mainland, 
but,  f>eing  unable  to  proceed,  they  are  thrown  uptni  nu';  to  dispn.^c  of 
them:  this  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  do,  and  it  is  ohligiitory  that  they 
Hbould  be  forbidden  to  lanu. 
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I  must  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  that,  in  our  conversation  to 
which  you  alluded,  I  informed  you  that  it  had  been  m^  intention  to 
seize  the  Salvor  in  consequence  ot  Captain  HartAtene's  visit  to  Tampa, 
which  was  also  notified  to  the  conmaander  of  this  department  in  a  com- 
munication to  him  at  Fort  Pickens,  previous  to  your  arrival  and 
knowledge  of  the  facts. 

The  otner  partv  _vou  have  named  was  employed  in  the  Grovemment 
service  bringing  building  materials  to  this  fort,  and  with  which  I  did 
not  think  necessary  to  interfere.  These,  1  presume,  constitute  the 
"liberal  view.s"  you  are  pleased  to  state  that  1  entertain.  - 

The  Htate  of  this  island  is  perfectly  known  to  my  superior  officer, 
who,  in  his  communication  of  the  30th  of  May,  says:  '"Your  course, 
marked  by  prudence  and  ability,  meets  his  decided  approbation.  He 
trusts  the  continuance  of  the  same  forbearance  and  consideration  will 
bring  all  the  inhabitants  to  their  duty."  This  extract  is  made  to 
meet  the  insinuation  which  appears  in  a  portion  of  your  letter.  And 
now  I  desire  to  conclude  by  asserting  tnat  in  loyalty,  zeal,  and  the 
exercise  of  in}'  best  abilities  for  the  defense  and  honor  of  our  country, 
its  Constitution,  and  its  flag,  I  will  not  be  placed  behind  anyone,  and 
the  charge  you  seem  to  prefer  is  as  unjust  as  it  is  without  a  basis. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  French, 
Brevet  Major^  Voinwm}din<j. 

Flag-Officer  Wm,  Mekvine, 

Comdff.  Oidf  Hlockmlhuj  Sf/nadnoi^  Ifarhor  of  Key  West. 


Order  of  Commander  SJuiw^  U.  S.  Navu^  annoiouHnrf  the  hh>ek4]d€  of 

Apalachicola^  JFla. 

Off  ArAl^CHicoLA,  Fla.,  June  11,  tS61. 
I,  '^r.  Darriih  iSliaw,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  MontfjmiuTy^  now  off 
the  port  of  Apalachicola,  do  hereby  promulgate  the  enclosed  declara- 
tion of  blockade  of  the  said  port,  made  by  William  Mcrvinc,  i'sq., 
thig-ofhccr.  communding  U.  8,  blockading  forces  in  the  (rulf  of 
Alexico,  under  the  following  terms,  viz: 

No  Aiiicncan  cojistin^r  vctiHolH  are  to  be  allowed  to  enter  or  depart  from  said  \tt*ri 
from  the  time  of  yonr  arrival  on  the  station.  All  foreign  or  neutral  \x»h<.>1s  now  in 
the  iM»rt  of  A])ala(thicula  will  Ik?  alloweil  ten  days  from  the  11th  of  Jnnc,  iuntant,  for 
their  departure. 

All  nion-antile  lett4n-s  coming  to  me  unsealed  will  be  forwarded  to 
their  destination  at  the  earliest  pi-acticablc  moment. 

T.  I).  Shaw, 

Voiimt.and't.ng  U.  S.  S.  2il<mt<jmnrry. 


Order  of  ifw  Secretary  oftJw  Navy  to  Captain  Chaunrey,  U.  S.  Xavy^ 
eoiiimandi'nfj  U.  S.  S.  Smqiiehanna,  t^  proceed,  to  duty  i/t  the  Gmf 
Sijaadnyn. 

Navy  Depaktment,  Jim,-  tU  1S01. 
Sik:  The  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna^  under  your  counnunil.  will  form  a 

part  of  the  Gulf   Blockading  Squadron,  of  which  Cjii>tain  William 

iliervine  is  flag-officer. 
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The  moment  she  is  ready  fur  .sea  you  will  procet'tl  with  her  to  the 
Gutf  and  iviH)rt  to  Fljifj-Oflicer  Mervino  tor  instnutions. 

You  will  use  all  dispatcb  in  nwhiiig  your  station,  keeping  near  the 
eoaat  on  the  wav  down  for  the  purpose  of  coiimiunicatinj^  with  the 
naval  forc<;  off  tte  Atlantic  hlockadea  ports. 

Befoi*c  sailing  you  will  tnuisiiHt  to  the  OepaPtment  a  muster  roll  of 
the  Sit^fftufumna  and  ii  sHpanitti  list  of  her  uHicers. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiuifiON  Welles. 
Captain  Joilv  S.  Chaitncey, 

dnnmanding  U.  S.  S.  Smttptfhmina. 


Rept*rt  of  Flay-  Officer  Alenuf^'^  U,  S.  Navy,  retjordiwj  general  matten 

at  Key  We^t^  Fhx. 

No.  3.]  U.  8.  Fla(ishii'  MimiKsippi, 

Key   nW,  Fh.,  June  B,  1S61, 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  ieceij)t  of  dinpatches  from 
the  neiKirtiuent  in  reference  to  the  n^moval  of  Miss  Klizaheth  Smith 
from  St.  Murks,  Kla.,  the  subsistenet*  of  pilot.s,  the  capture  of  prizes, 
the  removal  of  the  F'huj  from  my  sfpiadrou,  and  a.s  to  vcsaola  dctainod 
in  the  Mi^si.?sippi  Kiver  by  low  wat^r. 

1  have  dispatched  Ijieut<'nant-C'<jmniander  J.  H.  Htnmg  with  t\w 
steairier  M"hatrk  to  carry  out,  if  possible,  the  wishes  of  the  President 
in  n*ference  to  Miss  Smith,  lie  will  bring  her  to  thiy  port  and  return 
to  thi!  blix'kade  of  St,  Marks. 

1  have  the  hon<ir  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cttyhn' 
arnvcd  nt  this  ])ort  on  the  9th  instant,  and,  1  am  sorry  to  I'cport,  with 
a  ca^fj  of  smallpox  on  boaixl.  She  is  anchored  at  some  distance  fi'om 
the  hujd  and  everj-  j)reeautionary  measure  has  Iweu  taken.  1  have 
ordered  the  sick  man  on  shore  to  the  care  of  the  ujcdit^l  officer  at  the 
hoHi)ital. 

The  supernmnerarj'  otBcers  on  board  that  vessel  have  been  disposed 
of  as  follows:  Acting  Master  K.  S.  Turner  and  Third  Assistant  Engi- 
neer N.  Heach  Clark  are  ortlered  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Vmtfulir,  to  wait  the 
arrival  of  the  U,  S.  S.  0>f*frad'>,  when  they  will  take  pasfjUge  in  her. 
Acting  Master  W.  H.  Latham  and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  ilohn  I). 
Van  Buren,  jr.,  I  have  ordered  to  rejwrt  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohawk 
for  duty. 

1  have  ordered  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cayhr^  after  coaling  and  a^oer- 
tjdning  thiit  no  more  cases  of  the  smafipox  are  likelj*  to  occur,  to 
procee<l  (o  Tamjm  Bay,  to  blockade  that  |M>rt. 

1  would  respectfully  reconmiend  tliat  coal  ho  dispatched  by  trims- 
fwrts  direct  to  the  steamers  otT  Kort  l*ickens,  Mobile,  and  the  Missis- 
sippi Hiver.  There  will  be  a  great  saving  of  expense  aud  ti'ouble,  in 
my  judgment,  should  this  course  be  adopted. 

1  have  released  the  steamer  SahHti\  referred  to  in  a  former  dispatch 
(No.  1),  and  she  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Quarter- 
m«st<'rs  De|«irtment.  I  published  a  declaration  of  tlie  blockade  of 
this  port,  and  en<'losc,  marked  "  I)/' a  moditication  thereof,  which  I 
have  deemed  it  exi>edient  iiml  proper  to  make. 

N  w  u— VOL  Hi — -36 
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1  Khali  sail  for  Fort  Pickens  to-morrow,  iu  all  probability.     We 

have  been  deUiined  one  day  hy  the  neu^tisity  of  reimirs  to  our  Iwilera. 
»  •  #'•  »  #  * 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Wm.   Mervine, 

Fln(f-Offi4^4>t^  Commanding  (hdf  Blockadlntj  !!<f/tuidr*m. 

Hon.  GiTJKON  Wkllks, 

Secretary  ofiht  Navy^  Wa«hin4fUm^  D.  t\ 

[KnokMun;  D.] 

KlJVGSHTI*    MlSMISfllPn, 

Kff/  Wfvf,  June  10,  1861, 
The  declaration  of  blockade  of  this  port,  made  by  me  on  the  Stb 
Instant,  is  no  fur  relaxed  in  its  t^'rms  iw  to  aliuw  legitimate  ti^ading 
l>etween  this  |Mirt  nnti  thi^  nortj^  of  the  loyal  State-s.  Trudinir  l>etwecn 
Key  West,  the  island  of  Culw,  uiid  any  of  tlic  VVewt  India  islands,  ho 
long  aa  it  is  confined  to  lawful  objects  of  commerce,  mav  be  carried 
on  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  imposed  by  the  naval  commander 
stationed  off  this  port. 

Wm.    MERVt5E, 

Flag-i^A^t^r^  Cimmuxndmg  G^Uf  £lockadlnfj  t^fjuadrtMt, 


R&Vi'Tt  of  commander  Shaw^  U.  S.  NofWf^  conwiandin*/  (7.  S,  «S, 
Moiitgomeru^  ataiing  his  iTudnlity  to  protect  hoth  etUran<jf«  to 
AptdachtadUj  Flti. 

U.    S.    S.    MOVTOOMEKT. 

i)ff  Apai<u^hii>Gla,  Fln.^  June  B,  1H6L 
Sib:  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  make  the  following  com- 
munication, iu  anticipation  or  your  probable  annval  off  here,  in  a  day 
or  two,  or  to  dispatcn  it  to  you  by  mv  lirst  conveyance.  We  arrived 
off  this  p(trt  yesterdav  about  nieridiun,  uml  in  pursuing  our  way  to 
the  main  entmnce  of  tlic  port,  slowly  and  cAutiousIy,  leads  going  (in 
the  absence  of  any  harl>or  chart  and  the  removal  of  all  buoys  and 
marks),  we  touched  on  the  northeastern  Imiik,  but  succeeded  in  getting 
off  without  diirnage.  I  keej)  myself  in  a  position  to  comnumd  the 
main  entran**',  midway  l>etweeu  the  two  light-houtics,  the  lights  of 
which  are  extinguished. 

This  day  1  embniced  the  first  opj)ortunity  offered  to  dispatch  your 
declaration  of  blockade  to  the  citizens  of  Apalachicola,  together  with 
a  comnuinicji(ion  from  myself  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose, 
marked  '"A"),  in  order  to  give  it  the  greatest  publicity,  to  the  follow- 
ing addresses:  The  mayor,  jiostmaster.  collector  of  customs,  and  the 
commercial  reading  r<K>uis.  After  meridian,  ii  pilot  lK)at.  Ivearing  a 
flag  of  trure,  hove  to,  near  us.  I  received  on  l)oard  a  pilot  and  three 
gentlemen,  whose  visit  wiw  ixy  ascertain  the  object  of  our  arrival  here. 
After  a  geneml  conversation.  I  requested  the  delivery  of  the  docu- 
ments mentioned  alhfve,  and  handed  them  to  the  niastln*  of  the  pilot 
l>oat,  who  seemed  to  b**  the  prominent  man  of  the  party,  who  promiiijed 
thatthev  should  Iw  faithfully  delivered  as  directed. 

I  would  respectfully'  call  the  flag-officer's  attention  to  the  fact  tlmt 
there  are  two  entrances  to  the  ]>ort  of  Apalachicola,  both  of  which  arc 
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used,  oud  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  command  them  at  the  same 
time,  for  the  rettHon  that  l>eing  off  one  entrance — the  main  one,  for 
example^ii  ves-scl  might  slip  out  the  mi^hile  one  without  our  knowl- 
edge, owing  to  the  distance  between  the  two.  and  pursue  her  course, 
in  shoal  water,  to  the  wentward  without  being  seen,  and  vice  versa. 
My  suspii'ions,  from  the  conversation  yenlerdav,  are,  that  any  trade! 
that  may  be  carried  on  at  present  will  Iw^  with  ve,ssels  of  very  light 
draft,  tKftt  they  may  run  under  the  land  in  very  shoiil  wiiter.  even  out 
of  reach  of  our  guns,  iiiid  I  inferred  from  what  1  heard,  and  my  own 
reflection;*,  that  a  small  tntde  may  l»e  nttemptcd  with  New  OrU*ans, 
by  paKsing  through  the  lakes,  Pontehartrain,  etc.,  and  north  of  tiie 
Chandeleurs. 

lender  thcsi*  circumstances  I  respectfully  suggest  for  your  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  nlnring  one  of  vmir  Iiglitcst  dnift  steamers  off 
and  in  the  neighbor  hood  of  this  middle  pass  referred  to,  which  will 
enabli'  me  more  effectually  to  maintain  the  blockade  off  the  main 
entrame. 

I  hopci  it  may  be  your  iileasurc  to  allow  the  mail  steamer  running 
to  the  flagship  to  calf  off  here,  to  deliver  and  take  our  letters  for  tiotue. 

All  of  which  in  rcapectfull^'  submitted  bv  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commatuier. 

Flag-OtKcer  William  AIervine, 

Commanding  Ouif  Sq^Md^nm, 


\ 


Oi'diTT  of  the  Secretary  of  tlw  Sary  to  Cotnviander  Handy  ^  U.  S,  Na/i?y, 
rt/tnmiindln</  IT.  S.  sntj}  Vlftct^nntiM^  to  f>roc&:ti  //>  dtUy  In  the  G^uf 
Sqwidron. 

Navy  Dki'ARTment,  June.  JS^  1S61, 
Sm:  The  United  States  sloop  of  war  VfnvttintM,  under  your  com- 
mand, is  to  form  a  part  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  of  which 
Captain  William  Morvine  is  tlag-officor. 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  she  shall  be  prepared  for  this  service,  and  in 
all  revspects  ready  for  seji,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf  and 
report  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine  for  auty. 

On  3'our  wa\'  south  vou  will  [keep]  ncitr  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of 
oonummii'iiting  with  the  naval  force  off  the  Atliintic  blockaded  port**, 
Transniit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  mu^^ter  roll  of  the  crew 
of  the  Vinceniit^  and  a  separate  list  of  her  ofticers. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiDKON  Welles. 
Commander  Robert  Handy, 

Commandin^f  U.  S.  JShip  Vinect\n*«^  Bmtoti. 


Be/porf  of  Fkig-Offi^^^r  Merin}u\  U,  S,  Nnvy^  regnrdiiig  the  Aeisureof 
the  schooner  J^^oreat  King^  In  the  port  of  Key  West^  Fla. 

No.  4.]  U.  S.  Flaoship  Mifisifwrppi, 

Key  Wv^t,  Fin..  ,hme  U,  ISOL 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  y^ju  that  1   have  been  detau\Q*.\.  ^-^^ 
various  duties,  the  most  impoitant  of  which  im^  \icc\i  Wvc  ^^yz-nxxsn  "W 
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this  bai!)or  of  tho  schooner  I'^orrfft  A7«</,  of  Mns*ifiMhiisPtts?].  loadM 
with  rotfee.  This  vosmpI  came  into  this  uurt  vi'sti-niuy  nftornotm.  :ind 
bcinjir  l>uiuUi'd,  it  \vtu<  found  thatt^ho  hsici  Iwen  iiotiiiedof  tho  rxistnu-o 
of  thL*  hlockiulc  and  Iiud  boon  warnod  not  to  oiit*^!' any  uort  tiouth  of 
tho  Oolawaro  by  the  Itoiirdinj^  oUicor  of  the  V.  S,  S.  littuhvUU  off 
Ponsatola.  Her  niiiistor  f^vt*  a^  his  reanons  for  ontcrinjr  hci'C  that  he 
wa-s  short  <ff  pn»vi.sioiis,  and  liutl  I«'en  told  hy  th(!  hoarding  otiirerof 
the  //KtifKr/'//f:  that  thi.swas  an  oimmi  (H)rt.  I  was  sjitishrd  a(U'V  an 
examination  of  her  .'•toros  tlnit  this   was   not   the  true  reason.     THh 

r  cargo   was  ronsipied  to  jwirties    in   Now   t)rh*ans.     I   have  sent  tlie 

master,  F.  C  IVrry,  his  nmU-s.  and  throe  of  his  crew  on  hoartl  the 
U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vrrunn  for  liji.ss!i<i^(>  tf>  the  I'nited  iStattvM.  The 
retiiaiuder  of  his  crew  will  awoaipanv  the.  Ftir>Mt  Kintf  to  New  York, 
whither  1  have  ordered  her  for  atljudh'ation,  sendinjf  all  licr  ]>apcrs  to 
the  Unitwl  StatoH  district  judge  at  that  |K)rt.  I  detailinl  a.s  her  niast^^r, 
from  the  V.  S.  S.  CruMulcr^  Acting  Master  K.  S.  Turner  (whom  I 
had  ordered  to  that  vessel,  as  will  ap|K'ur  hei-eafter),  with  ()li>er  B. 
Warren,  master's  iiiate.  and  the  following  un'u  from  this  vessel  as  his 
crew:  Klijah  Drew,  seatuan;  .lohn  Kourk,  landsman;  I*eter  Uaiter, 
landsman:  Marion  Brocolin.  >eantan;  .lolin(iolderu  landsman;  Andivw 
Feeny,  landsnian;  W ,  II.  (rray,  ordinary  seaman;  flohn  M.  Laujrhliri, 
ordinary  seaman.  He  is  ordered  to  proreed  to  New  York,  deliver  the 
paixTS  t(t  the  Tnited  Stales  (Ji.strict  judvre,  a  copy  of  W\>  instnictions 
to  the  clerk  of  the  United  Sfaites  district  court,  the  ve^.sel  to  tho  mar- 
shal of  the  district,  and  report  himself  and  eomnian<l  to  Ihe  comman- 
dant  at  the  navy  yard  in  Now  York  for  jMissairc  to  this  sijuadron,  or 
for  such  other  disposition  of  tliem  as  may  he  ueouu'd  projier.     I  have 

'  detaclit'd  from  this  vokhoI  Acting  Midshipman  H.  L.  .lomiHou  to  supply 

i-deficiencv  of  oihcers  in  the  V.  S.  S.   Crifmith-r. 

Midshipman  II,  I>.  Manley,  of  the  I'.  8.  S.  Br*>^tkhfiK  with  a  crew 
of  !*  men.  in  charge  of  the  prize  //.  /;'.  Sparrijui^oi  New  Orleans, 
reported  to  me  to-day.  He  will  remain  at  this  ])oit  until  Judge  Mar- 
vin exaniines  her  jjapers  and  the  circumstam'es  of  the  seizure. 

I  have  placed  the  revenue  vessel ./.  Anpletim  subject  to  the  orders 
of  Captain  F.  W  Ellison,  of  the  T.  is.  S.  R.  R.  Vu;f!.r.  Ho  \n 
direct!^  to  tow  her  to  Tampa  Ha  v.  lit  her  witli  a  proper  annarnent, 
and  u.se  her  to  the  hi-st  advantage  in  the  hhjckading ser\icc. 

1  have  alsi>  detailed  as  her  crew  10  r)f  the  exti-a   Umi  men  onboard 

Lthis  vessel,  and  Mid.HhiiMnaii  Adam  V.  Alexander,  attachetl  to  this 

pressel,  has  Ihmmi  detachen  for  {\u\  same  service. 

I  have  al.M)  detailed  from  our  supernumeraries  «  men  to  bcomploved 
on  the  yacht  HW/i/Awr,  and  ])laccd  them  under  the  orders  of^  Lieu- 
tenant T.  A.  M.  Craven. 

The  two  men  c(mdonun'd,  as  stati'd  in  my  dispatch  (No.  3),  have 
been  ordered  to  the  steamer  J^irkcvuhutuj^  Captain  nr)ffman.  for  piw- 
sage  to  N<fw  York.  I  regret  to  report  that  a  medical  survey  was 
ordcre<l  on  liieutenant  Duncan,  of  toe  V.  S.  S.  Vr»'.^adrry  which  has 
resulted  in  his  condemnation  as  unlit  for  service,  and  that  hut  faint 
hopes  are  entertained  fin' his  recovery.  I  ordered  Acting  Master  E. 
S.  lurner  to  re|Xjrt  Xn  Lieutenant  Commanding  Cmven  to  supply  thia 
vacancy, 

1  enclosi'  herewith,  marked  **F,"the  rcjHirt  and  duplicate  of  the 
medical  survey  in  Lieutenant  Dunenn's  case;  also  marked  "A,"  "  B,'' 
"C,"  **  D/'  **  E,"  respecHvely,  lista  of  the  o(ticei*s  and  crews  entided 
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K>  prizo  money,  of  the  following  vewsels  in  Higbt  at  the  time  of  the 
seizure  of  the.  /^on'^f  A7/(«/;  .l//.vxM«yyy>/,  iU'ujujilrr.  fi,  li.  i-utfler, 
Mohinrl\  J/oi/nf   Vcnum. 

I  Hin,  vi-ry  iVrtpwtfviUj-,  your  olwdieiit  Ker\'ant, 

Wm.  Mervine. 
Fl*tfj-  Offivn\  (kmk>m<mdintj  irulf  Blor.kildintj  Sqtuuinjn. 

Hon.   (ilI)KON    WKLI.Ri*, 

Secretary  nf  the  Na'&y. 


Ltttir  ft-ntii  F'la^-O^viT  Mt'i*iu'iu\,  (\  S,  iVJm/,  Ut  thr  cttitHcUtr  ofih*s 
pf»rt  »/'  Ketj  in?^/,  rt'tjuirhiff  fhitt  e»v,7^  vvawc/  Hailiny  ^froin  that  port 
ot  furMhed  with  permit  and  clearo-iwt-. 

Sik:  Yon  will  rrqtiin*  all  vcHsrls  iind  Hoats  Iraving-  th«  hurhor  of 
Key  West  to  obtain  a  clonraiuo  und  pprniit  from  the  oustoni-houso, 
HBttiiij^'  forth  tin*  ohje<'t  «>f  th<'ir  voyjij^e,  i'x<'<'i>t  iiihtt  hoiU.s  on  their 
iwiihir  ^ruim*!-*,  which  peniiiit  must  heappioved  i»y  the  <-oninmndiiiii;' 
othcer  of  the  i>ort,«n(l  it  any  siuh  m-sscI  or  hoat  is  ftnuui  wittiout  sncii 
cl(i!irunt*e,  they  will  l>e  dealt  with  as  viohitinj,'  the  liloekude. 
1  aiu,  very  reHpe(rtfu!ly,  your  obedient  nervant, 

\Vm.  Meuvine, 
J^'Uui-f officer ^  G^ulf  Blockading  Sffwuinm^ 

Chah.  Howe, 

CUi^Un^  of  the  Port  of  Key  Wfsf. 
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Report  of  ^atf-  OMcer  Mervitu:^  U.  S,  Navy^  regmdhuj  the  delitv  m 
departure  from  Key  W&tt  oti  account  of  the  grounding  of  the  U.  S,  tS, 
Mit<flf<ftippi. 

No.  5.1  U.  S.  KLAoamp  Misskwippi. 

AV//  Wrxf,  Fhi.^JuurI7,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  hiivr  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  shall  l»e  detained  here 
prohmldy  two  or  three  davH  lotig^er,  in  eonsequcnce  of  the  fullowinjj 
cireumstanren: 

Thits  ship  was  ^ot  underway  on  Saturday  last,  and  while  pro<'er<ling 
to  sea  under  churti;rM>f  Christopher  Ihinn,  one  of  the  pilots  of  this  port, 
WHS  nui  oil  a  shoal  knuwn  as  one  of  the  Trian^'h's.  The  favoralde 
cireuinstaru^s  under  whieh  we  were  proceeding  as  to  wind  and  weather, 
join»'<l  to  the  furl  that  llu^ sitiue  pihit  I'eeently  ran  the  loal  shij)  ( 'h*irw&r 
upon  thi'  Hunie  shoal,  renders  dim  liable  to  the  .suspici<)n  of  design. 
We  lay  in  thi.s  position  some  twelve  hours,  but,  by  disehurging  some 
of  our  i'oal,  provisions,  and  water,  were  enabled  to  lloat  the  ship  off,  I 
am  liappv  to  say.  without  the  reception  of  any  material  injury.  Com- 
mander Olisson,  with  the  steamer  Jf/'intf  Vfrno/t.,  wais  the  lir^t  t-o  bring 
his  veiisel  to  our  assistaneH.  He  lav  alongsitle  and  reeui\"ed  what  «t*i»*»"» 
we  disfharged.  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  his  vessel  was  eonside 
injured  by  (*hating  and  thumping  against  this  ship,  not  so  nmcb 
ever,  a-s  to  prevent  his  proreeding  to  sed.  Mueh  cix'dit  ij* 
Lieutenant  Commanding  ('raven,  of  the  Crunadiyr^  for  th« 
etfective  assistance  they  rendered. 


550  OITLF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 

It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  this  shoal  has  never  been  marked  by  a 
buoy.  1  trust  that  our  misfortune  wUl  call  the  attention  of  tiie  proper 
authority  to  the  subject. 

In  oraer  to  blockade  effectively  the  entire  ports  and  inlets  on  this 
coast  and  the  Gulf,  more  vessels  than  are  at  present  under  my  com- 
mand are  requirecf.  Small  steamers,  or  fast  sailing  vessels,  drawing 
not  more  than  6  feet  of  water,  would  be  most  effective  to  cut  off  the 
intercourse  and  trade  carried  on  between  the  smaller  and  larjrer  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Meevinb, 
Flag'Officei\  Commanding  Qulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na'oy,  Washlngtmi^  D.  C* 


Letter  from  tlve  Secretary  of  the  Nat>y  to  Flay-  Officer  Mervine,  U.  S, 
Navy^  transmitting  information  regarding  the  reported  forwarding 
of  specie  to  Ha/oanafor  the  purchase  of  munitions  ofwa/r. 

Navy  Department,  June  18^  1861, 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of*a  communication  addressed  to  the 
Department  by  Charles  W.  Sanford,  esq.,  dated  this  day,  in  relation 
to  the  pilot  boat  Samuel  Houston^  which,  it  is  said,  is  about  to  sail  from 
Galveston,  Tex.,  for  Havana,  with  l|100,000  in  specie,  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commandbig  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Washington,  June  18^  1861. 
Sir:  I,  last  evening,  received  a  communication  from  a  source  upon 
which  1  can  implicitly  rely,  that  the  pilot  boat  Samuel  Houston^  lor- 
mcrly  belonging  to  our  service,  but  now  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in 
Texas,  was  about  to  sail  from  Galveston,  Tex.,  for  Havana,  with 
$100,000  in  specie,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  arms  and  munitions 
of  war. 

I  trust  that  this  communication  may  be  in  time  to  intercept  her,  as 
the  property  of  this  Government,  at  Havana. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chab.  W.  Sanford. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from.  Colon^  Brown.  TJ.  S.  Army^  commanding  Department  of 
Florida,,  to  Captain  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  cooperation  tn 
the  defense  of  Fort  IHckeTis. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PickenJi,  June  18,  1861. 
Captain:  On  the  25th  of  May,  on  your  first  arrival  at  this  port,  I 
sent  you  a  copy  of  the  following  document,  the  original  of  which  was 
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offered  to  3''oiir  perusal  by  tho  assistunt  adjutant-fveDeral  of  this 
department: 

ElBCTTITE  MaNSIOH, 

IVdJihiniflon,  April  1,  J861. 
All  ofiioers  of  the  Army  and  Na\*j'  to  whom  tliis  order  may  be  exhibite<l  will  aid 
by  every  incmui  in  their  jK»wt*r  tlic exi>editiou  under  the  romjnand  ijf  Colonel  Haney 
Brown,  supplying  him  witli  men  and  material  and  tiHjjierating  with  tiiin  at)  he  may 
desire. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  expedition  altnded  to  is  the  one  in  which  I  am  now  engaged  and 
which,  in  the  words  of  my  instructionH,  is  *'to  reinforce  and  hold 
Fort  Pickens,  in  the  harbor  of  Pensa4'<>l«." 

Having  made  requinitionH  on  you  for  aid,  which  have-not  been 
complied  with,  1  very  respectfully  requc-^t  that  j'ou  will  inform  me 
whether  you  consider  the  foregoing?  instructions  of  the  Prfsident 
ohli^jatory  on  you,  and  if  you  do,  whether  you  are,  or  I  am,  to  be  the 
judge  of  tho  neccrtsity  of  the  required  aid. 

I  am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVKr  Brown, 

(Mond,  C&rmnanding. 
Captain  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Cotmaanding  Naval  Forces  off  Penm<^fl<i, 


Letter  ffymi  Captain  MeKenn^  U.  S.  N<Jvy^  la  Ctftcmel  Brrnon^  U.  S> 
Arniyy  comma fu/im/  Department  of  Ffond/i^  requesting  t'natructions 
as  tAt  •meoAu.rea  of  cooperation  in  holding  Fort  Pwke)is. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pick^m,  June  IS,  186 1. 
Coi>onel:  The  communication  of  this  date^  which  1  have  had  the 
honor  to  receive  from  you,  has  cauwed  me  uo  little  surprise. 

In  it  you  ntate  that  you  have  mutlc  requisitions  u^xm  me  for  aid, 
which  have  not  been  complied  with.  May  I  iwk  the  favor  of  being 
informed  what  those  requi^itionij  are,  and  when,  and  how  made,  as  I 
am  ignorant  of  them. 

You  enquire  whether  1  consider  the  instructioDB  of  the  President 
"obligatory  on  me;  and,  if  1  do,  whether  1  am,  or  you  are,  to  be  the 
judge  of  the  necessity  of  the  rctiuired  aid. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  tliat  I  do  consider  tlie  instructions  of  the 
President  obligatory,  unless  1  sbuuld  receive  orders  of  later  date  from 
the  Navy  Depitrtment  than  the  letter  of  the  Prej^ident,  as  it  is  to  be 
inferred  that  Ihe  S<;crctary  of  the  Navy  is  eognizimt  of  the  order  of 
the  President.  T  would  here  observe  that  I  am  \mA  only  willing,  but 
anxious  to  render  all  the  aid  in  my  |)ower.  I  desire,  however,  that  all 
applications  for  aid  may  be  made  in  writing, 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity' to  recjuest  that  you  will  inform 
me  in  what  position  this  ship  can  l>e  placed  m  order  to  render  the  most 
efficient  aitl.  in  cHse  of  an  attack  t>n  Fort  Pickens. 

am,  colonel,  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  seiTant. 

Wm.  VV.  McKeak. 

Cajitain, 
Colonel  Harvey  Bhowx, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida^  Fort  Pickets, 
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Letter  from  Colonel  Brma-n^  U.  8.  Army^  to  Captain  McKc^n^  V.  S. 
Ndi^if^  vntl'intj  flijiuitr  st^ttiffnent  of  iUHtpiTuthw  nHfoti  d^Mtrt-i/  iit  fVA/i- 
fiection  tmth  J^ort  I^'<'ken«. 

HEAlXillARTEBS    DEPARTMENT   OK    I'YORIDA. 

Caitatn:  Yf)ur  Intter  of  yosterdny^H  datp  was  duly  reoeived. 
In  aiisH'or  to  enquiries  oontaiued  in  my  letter  of  the  same  dat^,  you 
say: 

In  reply,  ;  have  to  fltflto  that  I  <lo  codei<ler  iho  inptnirtions  "f  tlie  Pro»ti.U*nt.  olili- 
KBtory,  iinli'Hf^  I  hIioiiIiI  rc-^-oivoirilerH  of  a  Uili^r  date  fmiii  tin-  Navy  l)i>|uirtriii.<iit  than 
the  h'ltcr  nf  ihe  I'rcwiclwit.  aa  it  i>j  U\  In*  inft'irtKl  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is 
fognizant  of  the  ortlcr  of  ihc  Prertdcnt. 

I  \\\\\  liappy  tt>  learn  that  y<ni  do  now  consider  the  instiiKtions  of 
the  President  oblij^fatory,  aitd  although  it  iiiav  l>c  a  tjnestion  wheilier 
even  tlie  SiH'relary  of  the  Navy's  order  will  siiiMM-Hede  that  of  thi' 
President,  unh'ss  oxni'c.s.sly  so  wordrd,  yet  it  will  he  time  enoujrh  to 
raiwe  this  nucstion  wlirn  the  <'ontinjf(>ncy  liappens;  the  order,  of  which 
1  sent  you  a  copy,  wa.s  sij^ned  in  nvy  presence  and  delivered  to  ine  l»y 
the  President,  and  I  hajipen  to  know  that  the  Seeretnry  of  the  Navy 
was  not  coj;nizant  of  it. 

In  compliance  with  your  retpieflt  to  Ite  informed  what  those  requisi- 
tions for  aid  were,  and  where  and  how  made  by  me,  which  have  not 
been  complied  with  by  you,  I  have  to  say  that  I  consider  the  with- 
drawing ncressiii-y  aid  u^fjunsl  my  solenm  pi'olest  and  the  iTpresenta- 
ttons  of  the  ihief  engineer  of  thif-  department^  an  Iwinjf  a  noncompli- 
ance with  luy  requisitions,  certfliniy  as  a  noiKroinpliance  with  my 
expressed  wishes. 

On  your  arrival  here  1  received  a  notice  of  it  from  a  third  person, 
and  that  you  had  jjiven  orders  to  send  awuy  the  Bnu'l-h/n  and  Ptnr- 
htiftin.  1  immediat*dv  wrote  \-ou  a  letter,  in  which  liaving  stjited  the 
rejLsons  why,  in  my  judgement,  the  safety  of  this  fort  recjuiiTd  their 
continuance  here,  and  havin^^  enclosed  a  letter  containinj^  the  opinion 
of  the  chief  enpneer  to  the  satiie  purpose,  I  wrote: 

T  therefore  vnler  my  Holciiin  ijniltwt  a^.'ainat  the  ^enlo^al,  at  tliitf  liinc,  f»f  iiuy  *A  tlic 
fitcaninhifis  fniiii  thiH  hnrlior,  the  safety  and  preifon-atjon  of  the  fort  iiniK'riotitily 
dunianding  tlioir  contlnnance  hei\'. 

They  both  j^ailed  the  same  day. 

The  next  day,  the  2(fth,  I  re<«ived  your  letter  informinjj  me  of  tlie 
arrival  of  the  //M/i//^?v7/t,  and  tha(  the  aSI.  Lfuis  niijfht  l>e  looked  for 
hourly,  and  juskin^  me  if  1  did  not  think  ihut  (lie  Suhhtf  and  the.se 
vessefs  would  be  a  suthclent  forcti  to  prevent  a  landin^f  of  the  robots 
on  the  island,  and  exprcssin^'^  your  anxietv  to  proceed  to  Mobih-.  In 
answer  to  wliii'h  I  wrote  you  on  the  27tli,  and  after  alludiiit|f  to  the 
inefficioney  of  sail  ships,  I  said: 

Yet,  appreniatinjr  tho  iinjMirlance  nf  hloi-ka(]in(c  Mohile  and  fapturing  the  veswl,  I 
will  intcrpoHc  no  further  nbiLH.'tion8  to  the  ilt-parture  of  the  i\ki<i'tni  after  the  arrival 
nf  the  St.  /y>urjt,  prnviiifii  the  ,l/i'^"ir*d- i**  iwiniitte*!  to  enntiniie  to  Kiianl  the  Nortli 
I'ajw.  whirli  I  eitnai'ier  of  Kreat  iinporlance.  aiul  thai  tlie  WtinntfiJt'- Mui  W'ntrr  IVilfih 
t'ontimu'  here,  with  the  IhmlH'iUf,  to  enfonv  tlie  hlot-kade  ami  jirijteet  the  ii^land. 

I  take  no  notice  of  our  personal  interview  Ijecause  a  diiference  of 
opinion  mi^ht  exist  as  to  itHpuriJort. 

Tho  yiiKimti  and  Wittrr  Wtirh  sailed  the  next  day;  the  «Sy.  Lfftm 
ilid  not  arrive  until  the  2d  ilune.     The  Wynud/ittt'  was  not  here.     The 


Mfhun'l'  wfts  lit  tlie  North  Puss,  iind  IIuih,  in  the  face  of  my  •'■Jirriest 
I'oprosi'ntatioMy,  this  plnop  was  left  with  only  the  Snhfitr  to  ^'luu'd  the 
islatid  |.Sjint4i  Uosaj  ami  ihi*  I/unfMriUe  to  enfoire  tbr  hlfx-kaUc.  It  is 
tru4'  that  no  landinjj,  u.s  was  thon  stmn^'ly  ni)i)roh*'ud<"(l,  wils  nuuU^  hy 
the  reljols,  hut  this  is  no  evidence  of  tho  |>rn(]i'ine  of  leaving  the 
islaiwl  so  unprotected. 

I  di'eni  the  patrolling  the  shores  of  the  inner  harbor  at  nig^ht  as  a 
nei'cssary  precaulioruiry  nieasuiv,  and  (.'nidain  Adauis  plarcrl  at  my 
disposal  for  this  purpose  u  lH)at  witli  two  crews;  whmi  Im  loft,  lie  with* 
drew  them  and  1  made  repeated  ver]>al  applications  thruuj^^h  3'our 
officers  sent  hy  you  to  nie  to  have  them  replaced,  and  received  a  verhal 
answer  from  one  that  lie  was  din'cted  liy  you  to  say  that  ytju  would 
submit  my  ivcpiest  to  the  Ua*;;-otfieer  on  his  arrival.  1  have  conse- 
quently not  l»eeu  ahle  to  have  a  boat  patrol,  which  has  not  before  t^oen 
omitted  and  which  common  prudence  would  seem  to  demand. 

I  do  not  {h'sire  to  Iw  unreasonalde  in  my  requests.  jirHl  I  certainly  am 
mtf  insensible  to  the  l>enelitH  my  conuunnc^  hits  received  fnun  the  Navy. 
I  sliiiil  only  nsk  for  what  I  consider  to  be  n^'ce^^sary.  and  which,  under 
the  ifistrudiiMis  of  the  Pixisidcnt  of  the  I'nited  Statis,  I  have  a  right 
to  ask,  and  its  you  desire  it,  my  requests  shall  be  in  writinir. 

My  command  is  a  res]K>nijible  oiu\  not  only  in  itself,  and  in  it« 
jx'culiar  position,  hut  particidarly  in  a  national  aspect;  tlie  honor  of 
tb(^  nation  heing  interested  in  tho  pres{'rvatitni  of  this  fort,  after  the 
fall  of  Sumter,  and  hence,  as  1  suppose,  the  anxiety  of  the  Presiilent 
and  the  unusual  |>ower  vested  in  me  by  him  to  call  on  tho  Navy  for 
Hiich  aifl  as  I  deeined  necessary. 

In  compUanee  with  yuur  wish,  1  now  respectfully  request  in  writing; 

1st.  That  you  will  place  vour"  vessels,  not  otnerwLse  engaged  in 
enforcing  the  hlockiulc,  in  sudi  a  position  near  your  present  anenorat'O 
as,  in  your  judgment,  may  prevent  a  landing  of  tiic  enemy  on  tne 
is]an<l. 

2d.  That  you  will  keep  a  small  steamer,  a.M  now,  at  the  northeast 
end  of  the  island  to  guard  that  entrance. 

3d.  That  you  give  nic  such  facilities  in  unloading  vessels  a.s  from 
time  tn  time  may  arrive  as  your  crew  and  boats  cnn  afford.  This,  1 
would  ttbserve,  has  always  been  done  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

4th.  That  you  will  he  pleas(*d  to  send  me  two  c<uuplete  crt^ws  to 
man  the  boat  left  here  by  Captain  Adams,  the  crews  to  live  in  the  fort 
and  Im^  rationed  hy  me. 

."•til.  Thai  you  will  >eiid  a  quarlermn-ster  or  other  petty  officer  to 
reside  in  the  fort,  and  who  Is  acquainted  with  the  signals,  tn  tnke 
charge  of  niinr.  that,  if  necessary,  comnuinication  by  ^^ignals  may  he 
held  hetwoen  the  fort  and  ships. 

In  coiiclusioM  I  desire  to  say  that  having  harmoniously  received  the 
cooperation  and  assistjince  of  the  Navy  under  conuuand  of  Captaiin 
Adams,  it  .shall  not  l>c  my  fault  if  the  littuie  harmony  and  good  fcelingis 
do  not  continue. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  otw^dient  .servant, 

HaKVKV    HK(fWN, 

Colonel^  Comt/tandinff. 
Captaiu  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Cwnmmidintj  U^  8.  N(i>val  Forcea  off  PeiuKwaila  Harbor, 
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Letter  from  Captain  McKean^  U  S.  Nat*y^  to  Coiond  Brmen^  U.  S, 
Ariitt/s  reifaralng  cftopertuive  action  in  (X/finection  tt^Uh  tk^-  holding 
of  hort  f*U'hmH. 

U,  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Plekejis,  June  SO,  1861, 

Colonkl:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
muiiicatioD  of  the  19th  instant. 

Aft*^r  th(»  r«cfiipt  of  your  communiration  of  the  23(1  ultimo  I  sent 
Ijic^utenunt  Guest,  the  executive  oftifor  of  fhi«  whip,  to  cull  npon  you 
nnfl  iMiiiit  out  the  ),'rertt  impoitjince  of  ray  proceeding  to  Mobile,  and 
to  Miy  that,  in  the  event  of  ii  rtumuionH  or  an  attiu'k  on  Fort  Piekens, 
the  distance  h<'intf  short,  a  stenmor  could  ho  went  for  me  and  I  could 
lie. here  in  a  few  liourN.  He  infoinicd  me  tliat  you  nmdc  no  ohjet^tion 
to  this,  and  I  therefore  proceeded  tt>  that  place. 

On  luy  return  to  this  place  on  the  I2th  instant  I  I'equested  Captain 
Adams  to  say  to  you  that,  as  the  flajj-oflScer  was  hourly  expeetea  and 
1  should  in  all  proijahility  he  ordered  to  some  other  i>oint  imtuediutely 
upon  his  arrival,  I  would  prefer  not  makiujr  any  arrany:ement  in  regiird 
to  the  boats'  crewn  until  he  should  arrive,  and  tliat,  as  there  are  on  Inmrd 
the  Minnittfiippi  liHi  supernunierar^y  searnen,  I  would  suggest  tn  him 
that  two  officers  should  be  placed  (m  board  the  schooner  Aid  with  ns 
many  of  the  men  as  she  could  accommodate  and  another  party  of 
them  on  shore,  both  to  be  entirely  at  your  disjiosal.  Hearing  notliing 
from  you  in  reply  ujM)n  that  subject,  I  took  it  for  ^rranted  that  the 
projjosilion  was  agreeable  to  you. 

\  on  say,  '*  1  am  happy  to  learn  that  yo\\  do  now  consider  the  instrnc- 
tions  of  the  President  obligatory."  1  do  not  consider  tlie  instructions 
of  the  President  more  obligatory  now  than  1  did  on  ni}*  arrival  at  this 
place.  1  do  not  regard  them  as  conflicting  with  the  specitic  orders  of 
the  Department  of  a  later  date,  which  enjoin  on  me  the  immediate 
blockade  of  the  Mississippi  and  such  other  port**,  especially  Mof)ile,  a» 
the  force  under  my  command  will  admit. 

You  request  mo  to  x^lace  "the  vessels  not  otherwise  engaged  in 
enforcing  the  blockade  in  such  a  jwsition  near  my  present  anchorage 
my  judgment,  may  prevent  a  landing  by  the  enemy  on 


the 


I  will  keen  a  sufficient  force  here  for  that  pur|X)se. 

'ft  witn  your  request,  I  will  send  two  boats'  crews  to  man 


a«,  in 
islatjd." 

In  compliance  , 

the  boat  left  by  Captjiin  Adams. 

1  am  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  attAched  by  the  Government 
to  the  safety  of  Fort  Pickens,  and  I  would  repeat  tliat  I  desire  to  ren- 
der ali  the  aid  I  can  without  destroying  the  eihciency  of  the  ship  I  com- 
mand, and  I  can  but  regret  that  there  should  be  any  diifercncc  of 
opinion  or  misunderstanniug  between  us  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
*  *    '       Wm.  W.  MrKRAN, 

Captain^  Sentifr  Officer  /*/vyrr///,  D.  S.  AWy. 

Colonel  Harvey  Hrown,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida^  Fort  Pickens,  Fla, 

P.  S. — One  of  ray  young  officers  did  infonn  mo  that  you  considered 
a  "  patrol"  necessary,  but  I  had  no  idea  that  you  had  reference  to  cri'ws 
for  the  IxMit,  aitd  I  directed  him  to  inform  you  that  I  had  a  marine 
guard  on  the  island  [of  8anbL  It(jsH]. 
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Order  ofths  Secretary  of  ili^  Namj  to  Flatf-  Officer  Mervlnr,  JJ.  H.  N(tn>y, 
regfirding  vtmeU  cleared  fi'om  liorthern  ports. 

Navy  Department,  JuneW^  1861. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  tlie  Trea^urv  informs  tiim  Departiinmt  tlmt 
authority  ha.s  been  given  to  the  coflector.s  at  the  seveitil  Northern 

■  porti)  to  gmnt  clearances  to  vessels  consigned  to  merchuntii  at  Key 
I         West,  Flu. 

I  Von  will   fjc  plea.seil,  therefore,  to  give  inntruotions  to  the  coni- 

H  manders  of  the  vessels  composing  thelrulf  Blockading  Squadron  to 

■  permit  vesHeln  that  have  been  thus  cleared  and  connigned  to  proceed  to 

■  Key  West. 

H  I  am,  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

H  Gideon  Welles. 

^^  Flag-Officer  William  Mervine. 

^^^^  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^  Key  Wast^  Fla. 

\ 


Letter  fiy>m  Mr,  Loper  to  the  Secretary  of  tk^  Naxfy  regarding  alleged 
naval  preparations  at  &^ew  Orleans. 

By  reliable  information  from  New  Orleans: 


There  is  at  tbie  time  an  expedition  fitting  out  consisting  of  five  towboaia  carrying 

two  (runs  eaeh,  of  heavy  caliber  (rifle<l):  two  Hcrew  veesela,  one  of  them  ia  beintar  ren- 
tlcrt^'l  hoiiib[iro<:)f,  armed  with  I*.J-infh  rilled  guns,  and  a  pmall  sea^'^'ing  siile-wheel 
Hleanier,  alwj  iieavily  anne<l:  the  lleet  iiuniberintf  eitfht  vetfttelH,  fiiUy  itianneal,  under 
the  ooniniaiid  of  Cai)tttin  Tnttnall.  Their  object  is  the  capture  of  the  Brooklm.  The 
plan  ie  to  take  advfuitage  <*i  a  foggy  nijiht  and  make  a  daeh  with  tlie  whole  fleet  and 
anaail  her  at  all  points;  and  if  not  appriHed  in  time  the  chauceB  are  they  will  succeed, 
skB  they  are  <lcm)enitt>  and  iiiaddeiieii  by  their  imjlatlon.  No  time  tihovdiL  be  lost  in 
conveying  this  information  to  the  tikH'kading  veesele  ae  two  of  their  veasetfl  are  ready 
and  lying  at  Fort  Jaokeon.  I  would  advine  by  all  means  the  entire  deetmotion  of 
the  telegraphic  t-tatiuuB  at  Paaj  ii  I'Uulre  and  South  Wettt  Paes,  a»  they  keep  the 
authnritit-s  at  New  Orlean.'?  apprised  of  every  move  of  the  fleet  and  are  i«*'rnicioufl  in 
their  tendenriej^  every  way. 

The  above  information  is  derived  from  a  person  who  left  New 
Orleans  last  Monday  (tiiis  day  week)  and  may  be  relied  upon  as 
correct  in  each  and  every  particular.  1  deemed  it  of  sufficient  :mpor- 
tan<<^  to  warrant  my  coming  from  Stonington  to  urge  your  considera- 
tion for  it. 

1  am,  air,  very  respectfully  yours, 

U.  F.  LOPER. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  t/m  Navy. 

[En(lomement.l 

'Vh'xA  iiiforniatidn  was  communicated  to  Commodore  Mervine  under 
date  of  June  ^1,  IStJl. 

G.  V.  Fox. 


L 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brmtn^  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
Florida,  to  Captain  Mrh'tany  U.  S,  JVairy^  regarding  the  existence  of 
cttrdial  relations  httv^een  them. 

Headquarters  Department  ok  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens.  Jxne^iS,  1861. 
Captain:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 
I  shall   without  any  hesitation  ask  your  assistance  wkv^viftx^x  vW. 
wants  of  the  service  at  thi.s  fort  require  it,  viwAev  \X\c^.  ^vjJ\  ^ft^vvsvvwy^ 
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that  it  will  l>e  cheerfully  rendered;  and  any  I  can  give  the  Navy  will 
be  gladly  given. 

1  iini  :issurod,  that  although  we  have  not  hitherto  entirel3'  agreed, 
3'ou  act  only  for  the  best  intere^its  of  the  country  and  the  efficiency 
and  safety  of  your  command,  and  as  I  profess  to  be  governed  by  the 
same  principles  1  feel  sure  that  there  will  hereafter  be  no  want  of  cor- 
dial <*ooperation  between  us. 

I  am,  cuptJiin,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IlAHVEr  Bbown, 

ColoTiA^  Oommanding, 
Capbiin  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

CoiammuViiHj  Navtxl  Firpcen  off  Pe7ii<a<'ola. 


C(>}\fi(Jeniiol  letter  fi'i nil  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag- Officer  Mer- 
vuH'^  U.  <S.  Nary^  trauftniltthKj  informat'nm  regarding  operations  of 
the  Cnitfederafvii  at  Nein  (h'h'a7iM. 

Navy  Dkpartment,  June  21,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  1,  June  8,  is  received,  giving  intelligence 
that  you  had  arrived  on  j'our  station,  and  enclosing  copies  of  pap>ers 
relating  to  tlie  blockade;  also  dispatch  No.  2,  giving  the  correspond- 
ence between  yourself  and  Major  Brown  [French]. 

The  Department  approves  the  enforcement  of  the  blockade  and  inter- 
diction of  ti'ade  with  parties  in  Florida.  So  far  as  mere  marketing  is 
concerned,  if  carried  on  in  good  faith  and  by  reliable  Union  men  seas 
to  l)c  satisfactory  to  yourself  or  those  in  autfiority,  as  it  is  no  infringe- 
ment of  the  blockade,  your  judgment  must  govern  you. 

Some  of  the  prizes  captured  might  perhaps  be  sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication.  It  may  l)e  an  object  with  you  to  sink  hulks  at  the  en- 
tnmcc  of  some  of  the  inlets  and  harliors  on  the  coa^t,  which  would 
assist  you  in  stopping  communication  and  <'arrying  into  effect  the 
l)lo(;kade.  Likely  some  ctf  the  \'eKsels  which  you  seize  may  l>e  Ijest 
disposed  of  in  this  manner. 

It  is  represented  that  there  are  officers  on  the  vessels  in  the  Gulf 
who  are  disaffected  and  would  not  probal)h'  take  the  oath.  This  sub- 
ject is  a  delicate  one,  when  mere  rumor  is  the  authority,  and  yet  so 
interesting  to  the  country  that  it  can  not  be  treated  lightly.  If  there 
ai'e  officers  who  are  known  to  be  disloyal  to  the  llag,  or  who  refase  to 
take  the  oath,  you  will  detach  and  send  them  to  a  loyal  port. 

You  will  not  only  exercise  constant  vigilance,  but  enjoin  it  upon  all 
under  your  command.  Not  unlikely  desperate  efforts  will  be  made  to 
suii)rise  an<l  injure  the  force  that  is  guarding  the  coast  and  maintain- 
ing our  nationalit}-. 

1  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captjiin  Joseph  Eustis, 
for  whose  veracity  and  rerial)ility  Vice-President  Hamlin  vouches, 
describing  some  of  the  schemes  agitated  at  New  Orleans  in  regard  to  the 
ships  of  your  s(|uadron.  Similar  statements  have  rca<hed  the  Depart- 
ment from  other  quarters.  You  may  be,  and  perhaps  ai'e,  apprised  of 
what  is  doing;  but  this  communicati<m  from  a  distant  pait  of  the 
Union  assures  you  of  the  interest  that  is  everywhere  felt  in  regard  to 
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you  and  your  foreo,  and  luutionst  you  to  constuiit  watchfulness  ujjainst 
the  KchenieH  uikI  wis  of  Ihe  insurgents. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Wellks, 

Secreturi/  Navy. 
Flajf-Officer  Wm.  Mkrvixk, 

O/tiiinond/'jifj  Gulf  BhM'kadinfj  S^/imtJron. 

V.  S. — I  woii]<l  also  call  yo»ir  attention  to  the  following  exti-act  f rem 
another  Icttt-r  recoivod  from  a  very  intolli}^rt"nt  imd  rcliahlc  ^entliMimn, 
who  mils  tilt'  iitti'nlioii  of  the.  Dcpartiin-iit  !o  "tin*  vain*?  of  .■^tcaln 
nuu.<''  a.s  a  means  of  roast  and  harbor  dcfonsr,  I'tr.      He  says: 

**  I  am  induced  hy  a  va^nn-  hint  in  the  New  Orleans  jwiper;*  to  sus- 
[HH't  that  Ihoy  have  now  in  preparation,  on  the  Mississippi,  a  phui  of 
this  sort  for  running  into  and  Hinkiiij,''  some  of  tlie  hto4-kading  yesseb 
in  the  Gulf." 

[Enclomirc] 

Hanook,  Jum  JS\  ISOt. 
Honorahi.kSiii:  Havinff  reeontly  arrived  hy  hind  from  New  Orleans, 
Hon.  H.  Ihunlin  rerjuoste^  nie  to  nnike  u  few  stjitenionts  t*^  you  in 
rojraitl  to  what  wns  yoinj<  on  at  tlie  al»ove-named  place  when  I  left: 
and  I  think  the  most  importanl  one  is  the  littinif  out  of  an  armed  force 
to  destroy  or  lake  our  Idoekadc,  which  they  (the  Stmthcrncrs)  think 
can  Ik?-  done  easily,  \m  thei*o  were,  when  I  left,  only  two  ships  of  war 
at  that  station,  one  at  each  pass.  They  projKJso.  and  hayeeominenced, 
Httinjf  out  tive  of  (heir  largest  low-pressure  tuj,fboflts,  with  heavy  ord- 
nance, and  to  throw  hot  water,  and  manned  with i»Of> men  cmh.  Their 
plan  of  attack  is  to  l)oard  in  thick  weather,  when  the\- can  he  seen  hut 
a  short  distance.  The  Southern  troops  are  numerous  and  well  armed, 
and  arc  oominjr  north  as  fiust  as  conveyance  will  admit. 
Respectfully,  etc, 

iIoSEPIl   EtJBTia. 

Seurktakv  of  tmk  Umtko  States  Navy. 


/"ifm/oandinf/    U,    •>".   nhip  Pttvh\,  to  pntot'/'d  to  duty  in    f/ui    (iwf 
Sf/uadrvn. 

Navy  Oki'aktmknt.  Juiirii^^  AW/. 
*Sir:  The  U.  S.  shHn>of  war  Pr'hi<\  under  yourcommnnd,  is  to  form 
a  jMirt  of  the  Gulf  nioekHdinjr  Sriuadron.  Klajf-Olfii-er  Williiini  Mer- 
vine.  Ah  soon,  therefore,  a:*  she  suall  he  in  all  respects  ready  for  aca, 
you  will  proceed  with  her  lo  the  Gulf  and  report  to  Flajr-Otticer  Mer- 
vine. 

Vou  will  keep  near  the  coiust  on  j*our  way  South,  for  the  purpo^^e  of 
counnunicutinjr  with  the  naval  force  olF  the  Atlantic  hiockadetl  ports. 
Transmit  to  the  r)e])artment  hefore  Miilinjr  a  muster  roll  of  the  J*rSh 
and  :i  ^c]>aiiito  list  of  her  oHicers. 

1  am.  respectfully,  voiir  oliedient  sei'vaut, 

Gideon  Wklles. 
Commander  Henuy  Fkknch, 

Cotiimandintj  U.  S.  SMp  PrtMe. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Graven^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  detention  of 
the  sloop  President  fitUmore. 

U.  S.  S.  Cbusadeb, 

J^  HW,  JtmeSS,  186 J, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  remarkable  document  which 
I  have  taken  from  a  small  coasting  vessel  recently.     Refusing^  to 
acknowledge  the  paper  as  valid,  I  have  detained  die  President  J^iU- 
THore  in  these  waters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Auos.  Craven, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weli^es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington* 

[EDclOHure.] 

Confederate  States  of  America. — License  of  a  vessel  under  twenty  tons  to  cany 
on  the  coasting  trade  for  one  year. 

DitfTRKT  OF  New  Oklbans,  No.  12, 

Port  of  New  OrUaru. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  adopted  9th  February,  1861,  continuing  in  force  the  laws 
authorizing  the  enrolling  and  licensing  of  ships  and  vessels,  Edward 
Lenupi  and  M.  Lacoricb,  of  New  Orleans^  State  of  Louisiana,  having 
given  bond  that  the  sloop  called  the  President  FiUm^/re^  whereof  the 
said  M.  Lacorich  is  master,  burden  eleven  and  ||  tons;  proof  being 
had  of  admeasurement,  dated  at  this  port  9th  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-three,  property  of  Edward  Lenupi,  shall  not  be 
employed  in  any  trade  whiiC  this  license  shall  continue  in  force 
whereby  the  revenue  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  shall  be 
defraucfed;  and  having  also  sworn  that  this  license  shall  not  be  used 
for  any  other  vessel  or  for  any  other  employment  than  is  herein 
specified. 

[seal.]  Thomas  Shields, 

Coli^ctor. 

License  is  hereby  granted  for  the  said  sloop  called  the  President 
FUlmore^  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  employed  in  carrying  on  the  coasting 
trade  for  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  and  no  longer. 

[seal.]  p.  O.  Labatut, 

Naval  Officer. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seal  of  office  at  the  custom-house  of  New 
Orleans,  this  l7th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

[EndonemeDts.] 

May  23,  1861. 
This  will  certify  that  the  sloop  President  Fillmore^  of  New  Orleans, 
was  captured  by  the  United  States  Blockading  Squadron  while  endeav- 
oring to  enter  Fensacola  Harbor,  and  the  master  was  compelled  to  part 
with  such  articles  of  his  cargo  as  were  required  for  the  use  of  the 
ships.  The  sloop  was  then  liberated,  with  permission  to  return  to 
New  Orleans. 

H.  A.  Adams, 
Captain^  Senior  U.  S.  Naval  Officer  off  Pensacola. 
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The  cnptain  and  mon  of  the  Hloop  being  afraid  of  their  livfts  if  they 
rpliirn  to  Now  Orleaiw,  I  have  given  them  permi.saion  to  go  to  Key 
West 

H.  A.  Adamb, 

Report  of  Captnin  Bailey  ^TJ,  S.  Nat*y^  cfnumajidtnff  U.  S,  S.Colorado, 
regarding  injuries  to  engines  of  thai  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

At  jSea,  June  23^  1S61. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  previously  to  my  tiikinjj  cbarjje 
of  this  ship  at  Boston,  the  ship's  cnginos  had  been  taniptTod  with  by 
some  evil-ai»*posed  ptirson  or  perHoost  intendinjj  to  render  the  same 
insecure. 

Od  the  ni^Ut  of  the  2i»th  instant  one  of  tlie  standards  which  support 
the  reversing  shaft  of  the  engine  broke.  The  engines  were  ininiedi- 
aU>ly  stopped.  Upon  exauiination  it  wa«  found  that  both  the  forward 
and  after  standards  were  in  the  same  condition,  namely*  a  wedge- 
shaped  piece  had  been  sawed  out  of  each  and  the  ajMirtures  supplied 
by  plugs  of  soft  iron,  the  surface  smoothed  down  and  painted  over  ho 
a-s  to  eecape  the  most  critical  observation. 

So  unusual  a  contrivance  makes  it  evident  that  the  purpose  was 
malicious.  It«  cinly  eflfe<^t  was  to  so  weaken  the  standards  that  they 
would  simultaneously  break  on  the  first  emergency  reipiirine;  a  sudden 
i-eversal  of  the  engines.  The  break  fortunately  occurred  while  in 
direct  action  and  in  good  weather. 

After  stopping  the  engines  thiriy-six  hours,  the  engineers  repaired 

the  damage  oy  strengthening  the  standards  with  wrought-iron  bars 

and  a  wooden  support  underne-ath.     This  enables  me  to  proceed  to  my 

station.     Enclosea  I  send  \ou  the  chief  engineer  >•  report  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servent, 

T,  Bailet, 

Captain, 
Hon.  Gideon  Weli,bs, 

Stxretnry  of  the  Nary^  WatfhingUm  D.  C, 

[KncUmiire.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

At  Sra,  Jnne2U  U^6U 
Sir:  At  10:55  p.  m.  on  the  dOth  instant,  the  standaixl  supporting 
the  after  end  of  the  reverse  shaft  broke,  and  it  l>ecame  necessary  to 
stop  the  engines.  On  examination  I  found  that  the  streugtheuing  rib 
of  the  standard  had  lieen  cut  and  a  triangular  piece  of  wrought  iron, 
nicely  fitted,  had  >>een  inserted  in  the  ribs,  as  shown  in  red  lines  in  the 
accnnipanyiug  sketch.  On  further  examination  I  found  the  standard 
supporting  the  forwai^d  end  of  the  reverse  shaft  cut  and  a  triangular 
piece  inserted  in  the  same  manner.  These  pieces  were  se<*ured  fjy  a 
tap  bolt  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  tapped  into  the  bod}*  of 
llic  rih. 

I  would  further  state  that  the  fracture  in  the  after  standai"d  shows 
evidence  of  long  sliuiding.  while  the  surfaces  of  the  part  lifted  with 
the  triangular  piece  being  of  recent  origin;  the  forward  standard  is 
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cracked  only  in  the  depth  of  the  rib.     They  ure  both  iKsing-  repaired 
and  strtingthoriL'd  hy  wrought  iron  straps  and  Iwlts. 
Re8|Wt'tfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  GidkoNj 
Chusf  Enfft7ietri\ 
Captain   TiiEO.  Hailky,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Otm/nundim/  (J,  S.  SUvjm  Friyate  Cohn'odor 


Hcpf/H  of  Commaniler  Smith,,  U,  S>  Ntivy^  rcqarding  th»  capture  of 
fi^e  Hchton^r»  in  MfM^i9»ippi  iS&und. 

II.   S.  S.   MASSACniTRKTTS, 

Of  I\t^s  a  r  Outre,  Jnnc  -26,  ISfiL 

Sik:  I  biive  to  i-eport  that  on  tho  -I'AA  in.st4int  I  oaptuTed  in  Mif<sis- 
Hipi)!  Sound,  willi  thr  IkmiIs  fH'loiijrJng  to  tb».'  ve.sfii;!,  live  scliooncrs,  four 
rluiniing  to  bolonp  to  a  ^ovrriinient  not  recognize*!  by  the  United 
Stiit<'s.  and  huviii^'  on  board  llie  flajf  adopted  by  the  States  that  are  in 
ivlielliuM.  and  one.  a  Mexican  vet^sel.  from  New  Orleanf^.  that  had  vio- 
lated the  blockade. 

The  Mexican  .scliooner  BrilliHutt^  trwrgo  600  barrels  flour,  2  dis- 
mounted  ^'irre>,  and  one  gun  eariiage.  had  been  warned  olf  by  the 
Ix>ardiu»: oltiier  of  the  .steamer  Bmolhju^  and  her  rcj^ifter  na.-*  properly 
endorsed.  She  (dearrd  for  N4'w  Orh-ans  four  days  after  tin*  exijira- 
tion  of  the  notire  j^iven  to  neutnil  vessels  to  depart.  Captuifa  the 
seiiooner  TmiH  Frrren  (under  Confederate  i>a|x^rs),  from  New  Orleans, 
bound  to  Mobile,  with  a  carj^o  of  stdt  and  oat^;  seiiooner  Olirv  /int/if/i, 
from  MiibiU-,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  Confederate  jjajwrs;  wirgo.  100 
Ixirrel.'?  si>irits  uf  tuqientine:  si-hooner  Fanny,  from  New  Orleans, 
iKuind  to  Mobile,  and  loaded  witli  iJOa  burs  <tf  railrojid  iron;  s*'hooner 
Ba^ildf^"^  from  New  Orleans,  bouiul  to  Mobile,  with  eoastinjj  license 
from  Confederate  States  castoni-house:  eai'go,  30,iHMt  bricks. 

These  ves-sels  were  sent  forward  to  Key  West,  under  ehiirj;:e  of 
Lieutenant  George  L.  Selden  and  Aetin^  Master  Sawyer,  with  prize 
ci'ews  numlierinjr  ^5  men.  Lieute^nant  Sielden  hud  orders  to  rojwrt  to 
the  senior  officer  present,  and  in  the  event  of  bis  being  the  senior  offi- 
cer, to  Judge  Marvin,  V.  S.  district  judge,  to  whom  the  [jajMjrs  of  the 
captured  vessels  were  addressed. 

It  tnay  nt>t  be  amiss  to  mention  also  that  on  the  day  of  these  .'!ioizures 
I  interruptf'd  the  mail  communieation  lietwecn  New  Orlwins  and 
Mobile,  bv  turning  back  the  steamboat  Orefjt»u„  one  of  the  bouts  run- 
ning regularly  witli  nuiils. 

Tnis  steamer,  being  out  of  ninge  of  my  shot,  was  not  disjwscd  to 
change  her  course  until  I  oijened  tin*  from  a  . "mall  MiillMtat  of  ti  tons 
(a  previous  capture),  mounting  one  brass  tJ-iwunder  on  a  truck  car- 
riage, which  had  iH'cn  used  as  a  signal  gun  on  board  this  vessel  previ- 
ous t«  her  purchase.     The  projectile.s  used  on  this  occasion  consistedj 
of  grapeshot  wound  with  rope  yarns,  and  milk  cans  filled  with  canisj 
tor  shot,  manufactured  on  tMwrd:  with   proper  missiles  the  steamer' 
might  have   )M»en   reached  and  captured.     Tlic   Orefjim^  upon  going 
aI»out.  hoisted  the  .secession  flag  at  the  main  peak  and  the  Americaa^ 
ensign,  union  down,  forwaid, 
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A  strainer  of  \\}j;hi  dnift.  lutiii^  In  com-ert  with  the  Mfti<m<-htMtft*i^ 
will  onVctiially  v\\\  otl  nil  rotiiriiimi**iition^  l»otwwMi  New  Orleuns  ami 
Moltili*  l»y  wiiv  of  the  sound, 

Very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Melancton  Smith,] 

Qjmiuand4sr. 
Flag-Offif«r  Wm.  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navj'. 


Lettt^i'  ft-^nu  Ihf^  Si^retury  of  tht  A^Ufy  to  J^^liuj- Oj/fvtr  Mcrtune.  IT,  S, 
Nai^jfy  regardintj  vt^sSa  under  (frdem  to  join  the  iJuif  iSqtiautt/n* 

Navy  Departmknt,  June  ^^,  1S6U 
Sir:  Your  dit?patclie»,  numbered  1,  2,  and  3,  have  b<>en  received. 
The  folluwin^f  vessels  are  under  ordern  to  join  the  Gulf  Hloukadiug 
8<iiiJidroii; 

Frigj^tc  S'/fnt*M:,  Captain   Henry  Ka^le;  .steamer  S'lt^f/iu/mun^i,  t'ap- 
tain  J.  J5.  Chuuneey;  sloop   Vinct-n/u-iij  Commander  Robert  Handy; 
sloup  PnUi\  Commauder  Ii.  French;  sloop  Mari/m^  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding W.  H.  Hull. 
The  .Satiit't^  sjulod  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  on  the  aoth  iusUint. 
I  am.  respeetfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag--Otlicer  William  Mkkvtne, 

CommamJiuy  irulf  liltN'htdlnfj  Squudrmi. 


HeptfH  of  Fhkfj-  Officer  Merviim^  IL  8.  Navy^  regaTding  general  mat-' 
Uts  and  tfvtntt/ofHinf/  reports  of  the  mmmanding  offie^ra  of  the  U.  S, 
veascltf  Brotjklyn  and  I*mv/Mtun. 

U.  S.  FijvGSHir  MissLssiri'i, 

Off  FoH  PJvk'entf,  Ju7U'27,  ISO' J. 

Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  of  my  arrival  at  thi.s  pUwe  on 
the  y3d  in.stant.     I  found  here  the  \J.  S.  st^'amers  Niotfttra  and   Wntftr 
WUeh. 

The  Niagara  has  only  four  dayfl'  coal,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send 
her  tt)  Key  West  for  a  supply'  on  the  arrival  of  the  Cohmda, 

Nothinf^has  otvurred  in  thiHtiimrter  to  ehan^e  tho  relationa  between 
our  forceps  and  the  rebels.  Tho  peueefiil  disrhar^e  of  soldiers,  ord- 
nance, and  munitions  of  war  from  the  transport  steamers,  whieh  are 
continually  arriving,  would  show  a  state  of  indifference  on  the  part 
of  tin*  leheU  to  tho  prejMirations  being  njade  for  their  destruction. 

.1  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  previous  to  my  dei)arturH  frtmi  Key 
West  no  new  case  of  smallpox  had  occurred  on  the  steamer  Ji.  It. 
City?tf\  and  that  in  tho  opinion  of  the  assistant  surgeon  of  that  vojjsel 
any  extension  of  Ihr  dis<Misi'  was  not  to  )m*  feared.  Tliat  vessel  was  to 
have  sailed  tf)e  day  after  my  departure  for  Tampa  Hay,  the  station  I 
had  assigned  her. 

1  put  a  crew  on  the  yacht  Wnvdercr  and  <tirtM-ted  hieuU-nant  Com- 
manding Cniven  to  load  her  with  coal  ami  water  for  the  steamer 
M</Ht(f</mery^  off  Apalachicola.     This  yacht  wouUl  make  a  useful  ten- 
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der  for  the  squadron,  and  I  ask  for  authority  to  use  her  in  that  way 
until  she  is  purchased  from  her  owners. 

A  vessel  of  larj^e  capacity  in  her  hold  is  required  to  carry  water  to 
the  blockading  snips  on  stations  where  it  can  not  be  had,  otherwise 
a  continuous  blockade  can  not  be  kept  up,  from  their  withdrawal  for 
a  supply  of  water.  The  same  remark  will  apply  equally  to  the  coal- 
ing of  the  vessels. 

Before  leaving  Key  West  two  divers  were  employed  to  make  an 
examination  of  the  bottom  of  this  vessel.  The  copper  was  found  off 
in  places  about  the  forepart  of  her  false  keel  and  tne  keel  itself  was 
broomed  up.  This  was  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair  and  it  may  be  deemed  necessary'  to  have  her  docked. 

The  British  steam  sloop  Jason,  Captain  Von  Donop,  evidently  on  a 
tour  of  inspection  of  our  ]>lockade,  was  in  this  port  the  24th  instant. 
After  an  interchange  of  civilities  she  sailed  on  the  25th  for  Havana. 

Commander  Alden,  with  the  steamer  South  Carolina^  arrived  here 
last  evening  from  Berwick  Bay,  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  which 
place  he  was  ordered  before  my  arrival,  but  was  obliged  to  return  by 
way  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  Mobile,  not  being  able  to  get  near 
the  shores  of  the  l)ay  he  was  ordered  to. 

Commander  Poor,  of  the  Brool-lm^  thought  the  information  con- 
tained in  his  report  (G)  and  that  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Porter 
(H)  sufficient  to  justify  the  sending  of  the  South  Carolina  to  me. 

1  have  ordered  him  oif  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  on  the  blockading  serv- 
ice, and  he  will  sail  to-day  for  that  station. 

1  am  happy  to  say  that  tlie  health  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
squadron  is  generally  good.  The  crews  of  the  vessels  at  this  port  are 
severely  taxed  at  present  in  unloading  the  ditferent  transpoi'ts  which 
are  continually  arriving  with  men  and  supplies  for  Fort  Pickens. 

Enclosed  (marked  II)  please  find  a  communication  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Porter. 

I  am,  ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Flo(j-()jfi(;ri\  dnninmidhig  Onif  BlovJcadoxj  Sqwidron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretanj  of  thi  Nacy^   Wonhimjion,  I).  ('. 

[Kiiclosuru  li.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  J\iti»  drOtfiiY,  Dnnsl<th<t,  Jim,'  '2Jf,  1861. 

Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Coniniandcr  Alden,  in  command 
of  the  Soiifh  ^VrrV///^/,  arrived  here  this  nioniiiig  from  Berwick  Bay, 
where  he  found  his  presence  was  not  essential  to  the  strict  enforcement 
of  the  blockade.  Wishing  to  conmniniciitc  to  yon  iinportjuit  informa- 
tion furnished  by  a  refugee  from  New  Orleans  (whom  1  send  on  board 
the  Sonth  CafoUna)^  I  have  directed  Commander  Alden  to  proceed  to 
Pensacola,  after  calling  at  Ship  Island  to  leave  orders  for  the  Maj*8a- 
chusetts  to  join  this  ship. 

1  send  also  to  Conmiandor  Alden  Sergeant  Hrt)die,  late  ordnance 
sergeant  of  Fort  Pickens.  This  person  was  suspected  of  treasonable 
conduct  and  sent  on  board  this  snip  for  safekeeping,  but  no  charge 
regularly  preferred.  He  has  been  under  the  sentiv's  charge  over 
three  months  and  api>ears  to  be  suffering  from  his  continomeut.     1  do 
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not  fool  uuthorizod  in  continiiiri^r   him  longer   in  ronfinomont,  uuder 
the  tinutii^tanceM.  and  therefore  huve  Meiit  hiui,  in  hoi)cs  you  luij^^bt 
[be  abli^  to  d!s|K>si'  of  his  ea.so.      If  ht;  Hhould  W  rrturned,  I  dcsiiTwimo 
"written  authtjrity  for  rewiving  and  confining  him. 

Comuiaudcr  Aldcn  will  be  abl«  to  i^ommuniraUi  the  information 
above  referrctl  to.     Very  few  vessels  approaeh  the  Passes. 

I  s|M)ko  H,  ]\.  M.  S.  Jdfirm^  evidently  upon  a  cruise  of  inspeetion. 
On  the  :i<'th  in^^tjint  the  Maasachmt'ttn  captured  the  British  bn^antine 
Nahuiit  Stt'tyvji^  atteniptiui'  to  enter  the  South  Fans,  after  Vieing 
warned  otT.  1  sent  him  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  n'niovinjjf  fiom 
her  !i^2.(tO()  in  s]>4^eie  (for  thi'  use  of  th*^  siiipH  stiitioned  here),  whiih  I 
det'rncd  ncressary.  Slic  had  a  consular  provisional  register;  a  copy 
of  the  sjiiue  1  eticlose  for  your  j)erusal,  and  would  be  glad  to  know 
fron»  you  if  they  anr  legal.  Captmn  McKean  tliought  they  were,  if 
issn^'d  prior  to  the  estjililishnient  of  the  blockade. 

The  fieulthof  the  ofticersand  crewof  this  ship  continues  pretty  good. 
This  ship  is   in  elilcietit  order,  except  her  boders  and  engines,  which 
are  not  at  all  ndial)le,  and  will  soon  retjuire  a  thorough  n^pair. 
Very  rcspcctfullv,  etc., 

C.  H.  Poor, 

Cotnmander, 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mkkvink,  otc. 

[Eiicltxrare  H.] 

C  S.  vSteam  Slooi*  Powhatan, 

S'ffut/iiotfff  PaJiK^  Mt^Mw^ippi  liivt't'^  Juiit'  //?,  /.W/. 

Sib:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  an  order*  from  tlie  honorable 
.Secretary  (jf  the  Navy  and  ri.'port  mvs<'lf  t(»  you  for  duty  in  obedience 
thereto.  Hy  dimtion  of  Captain  W  .  W.  McKean  I  am  cmijloyed  in 
blockading  the  Southwest  I'ass  of  the  Mississippi;  nil  the  vessels  have 
left,  that  were  cleared  before  the  14th  of  this  month,  the  day  fixed 
for  ngid  blockade,  and  no  others  have  presented  themselves  for  aduiit- 
tanee  since  that  time. 

I  have  reason  to  l>clievc  that  an  active  commerce  is  carried  on 
bt*tween  New^  Orleans  and  Texius  by  means  rif  the  Uerwick  Railroad  f 
through  Atrhafahiya  Bay,  and  theri!  an-  now  at  that  place  several 
HteainiTs  and  a  number  of  coasting  vessels  thai  gf)  in  and  (uitas  opi«)r- 
tunity  otTers.  I  have  recent  reliable  information  that  one  or  two  pri- 
vat<?ers  are  off  this  eoast;  they  atn  under  thi^  disguise  of  whaling 
8ch(x>ners.  and  have  about  10  ukmi  on  board.  They  have  boarded  some 
foreign  vessels  and  chased  three  or  four  Northern  vessels  whose  cap- 
tains I  have  conversed  with.  1  believe  they  are  titted  out  in  Texas 
and  from  Apalachicola,  in  Florida. 

I  have  S4!ve!-al  times  seen  smoke  in  the  direction  of  Barataria  Bay, 
35  miles  from  here,  and  think  thai  ( otnmunication  is  hi'ld  with  New 
Orleans  in  that  direetion.  Not  Udng  able  to  leave  my  anrhorage  for 
fear  of  vessels  slipping  out  or  in,  I  regret  to  way  I  <'ould  imt  sjitisfy 
myself  on  that  point.  There  are  live  vessels  fitting  outat  New  Orleans 
called  vessels  of  war.  The  St.  i'hih'jt^  U)Y\\\vv\y  Sf>tr  /;/' ///MfrW, 
artni'd  with  two  tiS-pcHiiiHers  and  four  ;I2  pounders,  tt»  be  Commodore 
Tntlnairs  llugship.  Tlie  steamer  Sumttr^  commanded  by  Raphael 
Semmes.  furnu-ily  commander  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  She  mounts  one 
tiS-iKJunder  and  (wo  3!^-|>ouudcrs.     (Thestvamer  McR(ie\  commanded 
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by  Thomas  B.  Huger,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy;  and 
two  revenue  cutters,  the  Washington  and  3£eCl^l<in^  capable  of  car- 
rj'ing  four  light  32-pounder.s  (or  rifle  guns)  each. 

Communication  being  cut  off  between  us  and  New  Orleans,  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing  what  is  going  on  there  as  I  had  when  we  could 
communicate  with  vessels  coming  out.  I  think,  though,  they  are  very 
much  pushed  for  money  to  carry  on  the  work  on  the  vessels. 

Py  permission  of  Captain  Adams  I  sent  some  drawings  to  Havana 
to  have  certain  castings  made  for  pirts  of  our  boilers;  if  the  ship  could 
be  spared  a  week  or  ten  days  to  run  over  there  and  have  some  work 
done  to  the  engine  it  would  conduce  very  much  to  her  efficiency.  She 
is  much  in  need  of  articles  we  can  not  otlierwise  obtain. 
1  am,  ver^'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant-, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieideiiant^  Cmmnanding, 
Flag-Officer  \Vm.  Mervine, 

Commandiny  Gulf  Sqmidrmi. 


Letter  from  the  Secretaru  of  the  Navy  t^>  Fla/f- Ofi<^er  Met^rhie^  U.  S. 
Navy  ^forwarding  information  of  the  arrival  at  Havana  of  the  skip 
Bamherg^  and  retpiest  for  a  man-ofwar  in  thatp<trt. 

Navy  Department,  June  ^9, 1861, 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  consul-general 
at  Havana,  received  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  and  submitted 
by  him  to  this  Department,  suggesting  the  importance  of  having  an 
American  man-of-war  at  that  port  as  frequently  as  possible.  The  sub- 
ject is  conmiended  to  your  consideration. 

I  am,  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officor  William  Mervine, 

VoJiimanding  G^uJf  Squadron,  Key  Went,  Fla. 

[EncUwurc.] 

United  States  Consl-late-Geneiui-, 

Ilavomi^  June  IS,  ISO'l. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  in  this  ]>ort  of 
the  American  ship  liamlx^rg,  of  New  Orleans,  James  C.  Wihner,  master. 
This  vcswel,  according  to  the  report  of  her  master,  is  from  Liverpool 
and  bound  to  New  Orleans. 

When  within  two  or  three  days'  sail  of  the  latter  port  he  was  informed 
of  the  existence  of  the  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and, 
without  waiting  for  formal  notice  of  the  fact  from  any  of  our  men-of- 
war  on  that  station,  he  determined  to  come  here. 

From  a  copy  of  her  manifest,  in  my  possession,  I  iiiii  induced  to 
believe  that  this  vessel  is  loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition  for  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  and  that  the  captain  has  been  UhI,  through  fear 
of  seizure,  to  avoid  our  naval  vessels. 

I  sliall  not  give  him  a  clearance  until  we  have  a  muii-of-war  here  to 
follow  hhn  bej'ond  Spanish  jurisdiction,  unless  otherwise  instructed. 

I  have  informed  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Key  ^^'<^st  of  tliis  fact, 
and  take  this  occasion  to  suggest  to  the  (iovernmont  the  great  imi>or- 
tance  of  having  an  American  man-of-war  in  this  port  as  frecjuently  as 
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possible.     From  our  vicinity  to  Key  Wei^t  a  vi.sit  from  the  vessels  .sta- 
tioned thei**^  ct>u!d  iii»t  bo  -a  nmtttT  of  Heriou?*  inconveuienc.*,  while,  it 
would  tiMul  groHtlv  lo  tin*  iiid  and  )is.-*istnn(:t'  of  this  considat^*. 
I  Hin»  wir,  witli  ^n>at  re^pt'ot,  your  obediont  servant, 

K.  \V.  8iiUFErjn\ 

Consul-  (ieneral. 
Hon.  Wm.  II.  8KWAiii>, 


Report  of  Flag-  (fffi4yr  Mt'Timifiy  U.  S.  iVa?»*/»  ^*^in^  i^*'  ^f^d  of  tuldi-  ^ 
flot^al  ikHMffM/rtr  the  ivif&rfiet/i^it  of  the  Mockadf.  in  tfiA  (rttlf 

No.  7.]  L*.  S.  Fi^GsniP  Mississipm, 

Of  Fort  Pickem,  July  7,  IHGl. 

Infornmtioii  fii>ni  various  sourcpw  hits  boen  ret^'ived  that  .m-voral 
vessel.**  liavt*  bcrn  and  are  l>einfj  tittf'd  out  at  New  Orleans,  under  naval 
oHieeix  late,  of  our  Navy,  some  «)f  wliieh  are  powerful  tup:  steanioi's 
tillwl  in  aliDut  the  hows  with  so(i<l  limber  and  fared  witli  railroad  iron, 
the  decki  iind  engines  fared  o\  er  and  protected  in  like  nuiuiier, 
int4?iided.  it  is  said,  U)  attack  anddestnty  tJu*  filrx-kadini;  veifselsotf  the 
Mississippi  Kiver.  These  preiiaiiitions.  in  my  opiiuon.  call  for  u 
larger  force  than  is  necessary  merely  to  prevent  umress  or  cL^ress. 
The  preat  counnerciul  interests  of  the  city  of  New  Ormans  will  fl(>ubt- 
le.ss  stinudate  her  people,  as  sfl<in  a.-s  the  cotton  and  siiffar  crops  are 
ready  for  market,  to  uiake  great  efforts  for  the  deatruetion  of  a  forco 
Hovitjdlv  affectinjj:  her  interests  and  the  iM»ee..*«ion  moveine.nLs  of  the 
South. 

I  shall  certainly  be  off  the  Mississippi  in  time  (I  hope  with  the 
Colonulii  under  »ie)  to  opemto  against  any  attempt  that  inay  \w  made 
by  the  ivbels  apiinst  the  forces  stiitioned  there,  unless  tlie  Department 
(M)utc^mplates the  reduction  and  4>e('U]mti<m  of  l*ensa<ohi. 

If  such  measures  are  in  contemplation,  1  presume  the  t)epartnient 
will  give  mo  timely  notice  thereof, 

I  l>e(f  leave  to  su^rgest,  sir,  that  in  order  to  estublish  a  rigid  hloek- 
adi'.  it  will  be  al)sohitely  necessary  to  employ  small  steam  vciisels  of 
light  draft  to  cruise  in  the  shoal  water  and  numerous  inlets  on  the 
coasts  of  Florida,  Alalmma,  and  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver, 
whtrea  large  e()asting  trade  is  carried  on.  I^eyond  the  reach  of  our 
heavy  vessels. 

I  l)eg  leave  to  represent  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  sufficient  force  to 
effectually  blockade  the  coast  of  Florida  between  ('ape  Kouian  and  A|>:i- 
lachciola.  woidd  give  quite  enough  employment  to  a  sejMirato  conunand. 
1  do  not,  however,  desii-e  to  be  utiderstood  as  wishing  to  shirk  any  por- 
tion uf  the  important  coujinand  assigned  to  me;  for.  however  great 
may  be  the  lal>or  incident  to  such  an  extended  command,  I  should 
endeavor,  were  it  eveu  nmch  larger,  to  discbarge  tlie  duties  thereof 
with  untiring  devotion  and  to  the  best  of  iny  abiTitics.  The  schooner 
Nan'^gamett^  with  coal  enough  to  supply  this  vessel,  the  AVutx-r 
Witch^  and  the  TlyonfA///^,  arrived  to-day. 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  letters,  one  from  Commander  Gibson, 
of  the  .S7.  Louiti,  marked  ^*I',"  and  one  from  Lieutc'nantCommanding 
llaldwln,  of  the  ]\'t/andott<:,  m&vked  *'0,"  showing  that  their  vessels 
ate  iu  a  most  deploi*al>te  condition.     I  learn  that  toe  facts  in  each  of 


566  GULF  BtOOKADING  8QUADB0N. 

these  cases  have  been  represented  to  the  proper  department,  but  no 
action  haa  been  taken  in  reference  to  them.* 

From  these  and  other  instances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
I  am  compelled  to  believe  that  there  is  gross  neglect  in  some  branch 
of  the  department  which  has  charge  of  fitting  our  vessels  for  sea. 

The  Nnujara  and  Powhatan  should  go  north  for  repairs,  but  their 
commanders  in  the  pi-esent  emergency  of  the  country  have  refrained 
from  making  the  necessary  reports,  lest  it  should  be  construed  into  a 
disposition  on  their  part  to  avoid  the  service. 

The  term  of  service  of  nineteen  of  the  Niagara^ 8  crew  has  expired, 
or  will  expire  between  the  5th  of  this  month  and  the  31st  of  the  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resjiectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
l^iag-Officei\  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secfetarif  ttf  the  Naoy^   Wm^hingUm^  D.  C, 


Report  of  LUmtcnant  Selden^  U.  S.  Nmyy^  of  the-  recapture  of  prise 

ovmelx,  July  ^,  1861. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December^,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  m}^  arrival  in  this  city  from  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  where  I  have  been  a  prisoner  of  war  for  the  last  five 
months. 

1  parted  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachicsetts,  to  which  ship  I 
was  attached,  on  the  25tli  of  June  last,  off  Pass  a  POutre,  in  charge  of 
five  prizes,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Captain  Smith,  of  that  ship. 
With  the  exception  of  one  of  them,  commanded  by  Master  Sawyer, 
they  were  entirely  unfit  for  sea  service,  their  bottoms  being  perfectly 
flat,  and  intended  for  traffic  in  the  sound  between  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans,  and  after  a  week's  effort  in  contending  against  s<iualls  from  the 
southward  and  eastward,  and  also  taims,  and  finding  it  impossible  for 
me  to  roach  Key  West  (my  destination)  with  all  in^^  prizes  without  a 
fresh  supply  of  water,  I  determined  to  make  mv  way  for  Tampa  Bay, 
or  some  point  on  tht^  eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf,  where  I  might  fall  in 
with  some  of  our  cruisers,  or  be  able  to  dig  for  water.  On  tLe  2d  July 
I  anchored  on  a  8-fathom  bank  in  a  squall,  which  disabled  one  of  the 
prizes  to  such  an  extent  that  I  had  determined  to  destroy  her.  When 
the  weather  cleared  up,  1  found  them  all  scattered  in  different  direc- 
tions and  that  we  liad  drifted  in  sight  of  Cedar  Keys.  At  this  time 
one  of  the  prizes,  loaded  with  salt,  had  her  foioinast  gone,  hanging 
over  her  stern,  and  all  her  head  stays  parted.  She  was  distant  from 
ray  own  vessel  some  S  miles.  1  haci  no  boat  to  send  to  her,  and  it  was 
in  vain  tliat  I  signaled  to  her  merely  to  lift  his  anchor  from  under 
foot  and  he  would  have  drifU'd  down  on  me.  Wiiiist  anxiously  await- 
ing and  hoping  for  a  breath  of  wind,  a  steamer  was  discovered  from 
the  masthead  coming  out  ivoiw  under  the  keys.  I  was  fully  under  the 
impresjsion  at  first  that  it  was  one  of  our  cruisers,  hut  when  I  discov- 
ered that  it  was  a  liigh-pn^ssure  western  river  boat  1  was  most  pain- 
fully impressed  with  niv  utter  defensele.>?s  condition.  The  steamer 
approached  the  cripplecf  vessel  above  alluded  to  witli  great  caution, 
approaching  in  a  line  ahead  of  her,  when,  on  getting  nearer  and  seeing 


GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


567 


her  dvc'k  Umd  and  dofen^wloss  ronditioii,  bore  down  o»  her  wnd  takinj' 
|)o^r«?ssi<iii  <ibl»iniHl  infornmlion  frotii  the  prijioner.s  of  the  unurriiecl 
rondilioii  nf  ali  four  ves-Meln.  The  crew  of  the  vef^nel  iieare.st  iin*  was 
eiiiihk'i),  after  j^^reat  dillieulty,  in  reiK'hin^'  my  vessel  in  a  dihti)idnted 
iHtiU,  jiMiiino'iiiy  foi»ce8.  I  wasei»:il>Ii*<l  to  muster  l>iit  1»  men  for  resist- 
anee,  aniied  wilii  the  efmuuoii  single-barrehul  shin's  pistols  and  I'lit- 
lasseH.  Oil  appronehin^  u**  sbc  lired  a  shot  immeniately  astern  of  me 
from  a  l2-uoimder  on  his  upper  decks.  I  refuswl  to  rediu-e  sail  or 
haul  my  eofors  down,  when  he  tired  another  shot  inimediutely  over  my 
head  and  between  my  siiils,  I  then  saw  that  he  had  cannon  on  both 
deiks  and  :iiM>  troo]*.-*.  I  then  ordered  my  prisoners  below  and  my  nien 
under  the  lee  uf  the  mils  and  disebjir^'^ed  two  )>arrels  t>f  my  revolver 
at  the  d<'ek  of  the  steamer.  wIh'm  .nhe  raiitr<Hl  <-lose  aScinjjjside  and  I  was 
hailed  bv  an  otKt^er  to  know  why  I  did  n»il  liani  my  eolors  down,  when 
I  replied  (hat  **I  would  not  strike  my  cnlors  to  a  Haif  not  reco<riij;;pd 
by  my  i  rovernment."  (ieneral  Smith,  who  iHttMninuui-Hl.the  steamer, 
was  reijui'sted  by  his  major  to  allow  liim  to  tire  down  on  my  deeks, 
whith  (he  ^a'neral  refused  to  d(j,  and  tol<l  me  iw  respoeted  my  eondiiet 
and  feelinjfs  and  assured  me  of  ;;<xid  treatment  for  myself  and  men, 
wliieh  pi-omise  was  faithfully  curried  out  until  we  weiv  turned  over 
fnmi  the  State  authority  of  Florida  to  the  Confedomte  Government, 
since  which  time  the  treatment  I  have  received  has  l»cen  so  brutal  and 
insultinjr  that  I  shall  make  it  the  subject  of  a  sepamte  complaint  and 
reiK)rt  to  my  (lovtMtnnent.  It  is  a  duty  hIso  to  the  Department, 
and  in  viinliratiini  of  my  professional  character,  to  explain  my  position 
on  the  chart  at  the  time  of  my  cai)ture.  The  (juestfon  would  Iw  nat- 
urally asked  why  I  should  be  in  the  neiphborhi>od  of  Cedar  Keys, 
hound  from  ]*iL*is  a  POutre  to  Key  West.  Out  of  the  whole  live  prizes 
but  oru'  of  tliem  was  a  seaffoin^  vessel,  eonmianded  by  Master 
Sawyer,  from  the  Mt/MM'tc/mMcffM,  and  the  rest  were  entirely  unsea- 
worthy.  The  vessel  1  wa8  in  beiiiff  in  au  almost  sinking  condition, 
and  (Viptjiin  Smith  inftunjin^  me  he  could  not  supply  mo  with  a 
pum])  box.  1  was  forced  \o  apply  (o  Captiiin  l*ooi-,  of  the  IJrooHyn 
for  one.  who  infornu'd  me  he  would  supply  me  with  a  sjMire  one  from 
his  ship  or  liavi'  one  made  by  his  carpenter.  1  only  asked  for  one 
bo\  altbonirh  there  were  four  piuuj)s.  These  vessels  were  all  heavily 
luden,  but  had  no  dnift  of  water,  beinj;  intended  f(jr  the  sound  or 
inner  passage  between  Mobile  and  New  Orleans.  Such  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  commanded  by- 
Master  Sawyer,  which  was  a  well-formed  Mexican  bri^,  a  regular 
Bcagoini,'  vessel.  He  was  to  keep  astern  of  the  other  vessels  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  any  of  the  ftat-bottomed,  worthle,ss  old  hulks 
that  composed  my  tleet.  Si^'uaU  were  provided  by  order  of  Cap- 
tain Smith,  and  we  sailed  from  l^ass  a  TOutre  at  about  1^  p.  m. 
in  a  sfpiall.  About  an  hour  after  sailin^r,  mid  steering  my  course 
E.  S.  E.,  1  was  overtiiken  and  hailed  by  the  .}ftL'<fior/iUi<tffsanii  ordered 
to  Kteer  N.  E.  until  clear  <>f  the  Halize.  I  <'onsidered  myself  already 
clear  of  the  Balize,  but  s»ii>posin<;  that  the  news  of  some  privateer 
beinf,'  in  the  neighb(»rh(K>d  had  caused  this  ortier,  1  steered  a  N.  E. 
eourse  jwrhaps  for  an  luiuror  two  at  the  mte.  of  about  4  knots  per 
hour,  when  I  was  agiiin  overtaken  and  bailed  by  the  MaMmchustitit  and 
was  asked  wh3^  I  was  not  steerintf  my  course,  when  I  assigned  as  a 
reason  that  I  had  shortly  before  received  ordei's  to  steer  off  my  course. 
1  accoi-dingly  steered  on  my  course  again,  and  at  daylight  found  all 
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ray  vcs*!iels  in  .si^jht,  Mr.  Sawytr's  Itri^  luMiifj  wl-U  to  windward,  of 
course,  lu*  she  was  the  only  vessel  tMiiMihle  of  making  any  woathiT. 
Siii)pf»iJin{^  lie  wiLs  incrcly  Liyinjj^  the  quality  of  tlie  vessel,  ami  takiuff 
it  tor  g^ranU'd  hi'  wonUI  luivr  flown  iind  ivjtiin  ns  uu^iiiii  ht-foro  <lurk,  1 
was  siirj>rifiod  to  sro  liiin  hold  him  wind  and  keep  out  of  signal  distance 
and  aiUHircntly  iiiakiiijr  \\\h  way  tt»  Kt'V  West.  Souk*  of  the  vesseln 
werBS(»«Udl  and  hukU' sufh  ItTway  (hat  it  was  nei'cssarv  at  tMU4'.'*  to 
heave  to  nearly  all  ni^ht  to  keep  thrni  to*,'etl]or,  with  continual  n^^Kjrts 
that  one  or  thi- other  had  gonedijwti.  Finding  it  inipixsihlo  nt  thi» 
rate  of  leeway  we  were  making  to  reach  our  port  with  the  supply  of 
watt^r  we  had  uu  hand  for  the  prisoners  as  welt  as  my  own  men.  1  at 
fii-st  eontemplated  putting  in  at  Fort  Piekens  and  rejKjrting  lo  the 
senior  officer  of  the  tleet  for  assistance  or  a  t<nv  f  rom  one  cruiser  to 
another,  hut  supposing  I  could  reucli  Tninpa  I  Hetcrniined  to  make  the 
most  of  the  light  S.  K.  winds  and.  even  with  all  our  drift.  I  eouhll 
rea<h  the  hanks  in  the  neighliorhnod  and  prornn*  enough  water  either 
from  one  of  our  rruisei*s  or  hy  sinking  a  well  on  shore,  to  I»e  ahle  to 
const  it  down  to  CajM?  Sahle  and  to  Key  ^^'est.  I  could  have  reached 
my  port  of  destination  in  the  vessel  I  was  in.  poor  its  she  was,  l>ut  1 
could  nf>t  think  of  leaving  the  other  vessels  and  men  to  (lie  alimist 
inevitable  fate  of  peri-^hing  if  1  did  so.  1  could  not  follow^  the  example 
of  ijflaster  Sawyer  and  abandon  the  rest  of  the  ve-ssels  to  their  fate. 
In  spite  of  every  human  etlort,  it  was  imixjssible,  in  conseoueace  of 
the  light  breezes  and  cjiltns  and  the  <"hnracter  of  tliose  scow-nuilt  ves- 
sels, to  reach  Tarapa.  and  we  anchored  in  a  heavy  ti4pmll  some  lOmilen 
to  the  southward  of  Cedar  Key^i.  It  ^v*s  at  this  jwint  an<l  in  this  loca- 
tion that  1  was  captured. 

1  have  now  to  state  that  the  prize  crow  under  my  command  was  sent 
u  few  days  lK»forc  my  exchange,  in  coinpanv  with  sevenil  lumdred  Fed- 
eral triHips,  ^outh,  to  Tuseuloosa,  Ala.  'J he  men,  li*  in  nuiiiher,  with 
one  cx<'eption.  are  Kastern  men  (from  Miissaclmsrtis,  nioslly).  are  tiiie 
men,  and  so  proved  themselves,  us  1  ever  served  with,  an<i  1  regret 
extremely  that  1  shouhl  have  been  separated  from  them,  and  1  trust 
sincerely  to  see  them  soon  exchanged  and  restored  to  serve  again  their 
tlag,  which  tbey  so  much  love  and  are  faithful  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respi'ct fully,  your  olx'dient  servant, 

Gko.  L..  Ski.hkn, 

Huu.  G^iDEON  Welles, 

SecrHnTy  of  tfw  Navy^  Wa^hinz/trm, 


IhT  from  ihf  Secretary  vf  thf  ^Mn/  to  J^lag-OJftcti'  3fen^f'ft(\  IT.  S. 
Ntivy^  Tttijfirdhnj  the  rrfmrifti  prejMirutitm  tf  ^ifinnrr  ttt.  Linnlnn  ftrr 
brt^iting  ih*'  bfiwkut/f. 

Navy  Dei'aktmknt,  ^w/y  ;j?,  JSGI. 
Sir:  The    following   \»  nn   extract   from  a  letter   ret^ived  at  the 
Department  of  Stjite  from  the  V.  S.  consul  at  London. 
Very  re.speetfully,  etc.. 

GioBON  Wkllks. 
Flag-Oflicer  Wm.  Mekvisk,  etc. 

I  haw  juHt  luinied  ihat  ii  Sr»titlieni  iimii,  niiw  in  thii^  city  ( i>fiii(lon),  roeeivBd  a 
letter  tliis  nmniinjr  frtuii   Liverpool,  sayiiie  that  a  very  ehnr]*,  swift  Htcoiaer  was 
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ni-arly  ready  to  wiil  with  rifled  cannon,  amw,  provimonR,  etc.,  for  the  Southern  Statcf, 
That  »hv  t'xpeft!*,  with  ritknl  \;\m»,  t«>  bri-ak  tin-  hltx-kude  ami  uvi  in.  It  is  thoiiKlit 
hiT  (leHtimttiMn  is  New  Orleans.  If  j^he  Ki-tf  in  pnffly  and  gets  Iter  t-arsio  dij'tbaijjfii, 
Nho  will  !»•  wnt  nut  iw  b  nrlviit«*er.  ThtTi'  may  not  Iw  much  fitumlatiou  for  thii* 
motor,  but  I  tiiink  fnfm  tne  inunnoi'  In  h  hirh  it  han  reached  itie  tliere  is*  enitnuh  In 
warrant  the  btnckading  vt-Bdelt*  at  the  differe-nt  |iurta  buiuK  put  on  their  g:iiard  and 
warue<l  \\liHt  tn  Innk  for, 

I  f<hall  do  all  that  4'un  be  d<iiie  to  jj^nt  at  the  exnet  ffu^tfl  at  oniv. 


liepiyrt  of  ^Imj- C)M4V*i*  Mt'nrhie,   U.  S.  i\>«V/,  r*^iirii!ruj  th:  vafixpe  of 

the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  frwH  the  Mi^ninitipp}  liit'rr. 
No.  s.") 

U.  S.  FLAURiiir  Mrssifssim, 

Of  Fori  /Vr/v;,.v,  July  .i,  ISCL 

Silt:  [  regret  to  iiif<»rii)  you  that  by  the  iirrivfil  last  night  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  J/nmstu^/it/x/f/s,  I  liavf  intcllijfciicethat  tbe  rel)elpnvatt*or  Suift- 
ter  made  lier  oneape  ironi  the  MlssiAsippi  Kiver  on  the  iH>th  ultimo 
while  Commander  Poor  wan  in  tlia,so  of  a  sui^picious  vessel,  oif  the 
river. 

I  have  ordered  the  U.  S.  S.  J^utffara^  whieh  wa>*  about  to  leave 
for  Key  West  for  water  and  coal  for  herself  and  for  small  stores  for 
the  Hijuudron,  to  ffo  by  way  of  Havnna,  off  whieh  place  the  Sumf-tr  is 
likely  to  be,  with  the  design  of  intercepting,^  the  California  steuniers. 

If  tlie  j\'Imj<n-<i  does  not  fall  in  with  her,  she  is  to  proeeed  to  Key 
West,  and  the  t'ruxittlei\  Lioutenunt  Commandini;  Craven,  will  W  dis- 
patibed  after  tlie  privateer.  I  have  oidered  him  to  proceed  to  Havana, 
aufi  if  the  Sumtrr  is  found  in  that  port  to  etideavor  to  have  her  ordered 
out;  if  not,  he  is  to  eruise  off  that  port  five  or  six  days  and  then 
return  to  his  station  at  Key  West. 

The  enclosure  will  prove  the  correctness  of  my  remarks  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  employment  of  steamers  of  light  draft  on  the  block- 
ading service.  There  is  an  immense  coast  trade  carried  (»n  Ity  small 
ve^wels,  which,  from  their  light  draft,  defy  the  approach  of  our  heavy 
men  of  war. 

Knclose<l  pleaise  also  find  the  following  documents: 

Copy  of  letter*  from  Commander  Poor,  of  the  linmHyn^  detailing 
the  i\seape  of  the  Sumter. 

Copy  of  lettA^-r  f  from  Commander  Smith.     * 

I  hiivc  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W'M.  Mkhvive, 
Khuj-Offii^er^  Cfrmmandiuy  Oulf  Stjtuidr'm. 

lion.  Gideon  Wkixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy^   Wimhint/ton,  D.  O, 

P.  S. —  Nearly  all  the  pursers  in  the  Htjuadron  are  destitute  of  funds. 
1  would  respectfully  request  that,  if  possible,  a  supply  of  money  be 
sent  on  for  trie  use  of  the  squadron. 

W.  M. 


*8ee  Serien  I,  volame  1,  p.  34. 


tSeep.  860. 
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Letter  f mm  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  t<i  Flag-Officer  Mervine.^  U.  8. 
Na^ry,  tranffmitting  Injormatifm  regarding  the  transfer  of  American 
veHHeh  tit  British  Oicrierf<h/p. 

Navy  Department,  July  J,  J86J. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter* 
in  reply  to  one  from  this  Department,  addressed  to  me  on  the  27th 
ultimo  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respecting  the 
transfer  of  American  vessels  to  British  ownership,  and  to  the  provis- 
ional registers  issued  in  such  cases  by  British  consuls. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Weu.es. 
Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sqiiadnm^  Key  We»t^  Fla. 


Report  of  Commiinder  Gibson^  U.  S.  Natfy^  cfnnmanding  U.   8.  nhip 
iSt.  LiHUHy  rtgarding  change  of  position  for  that  vemtel. 

U.  8.  Ship  St.  Louis, 
Of  Mobile  Bay,  Jtdy  4,  J861. 

Sir:  *  *  *  In  relation  to  the  distance  that  we  are  anchored  oflf 
the  enti-ance  of  the  !>ay,  1  have  only  to  state  that  I  was  directed  by 
Captain  McKean  to  take  this  exact  position.  I  have  not  weighed 
anchor  since  he  was  here.  We  are  now,  by  measurement,  2J  miles 
from  the  point  of  the  shoal;  a  steamer  might,  with  perfect  safety,  lie 
much  nearer.  The  IfuntsruUe^  however,  has  taken  her  position!  at 
least  a  mile  outside  of  us;  if  she  was  the  same  distance  inside  of  us 
the  outlet  to  the  bay  would  be  more  eflfectually  guarded;  if,  sir,  after 
this  explanation  you  still  wish  nie  to  change  my  anchorage,  I  will 
immediately  do  so. 

I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  there  is  any  driftwood  to  be  obtained 
about  tlio  islands  in  Mobile  Ray;  the  only  island  in  sight  of  us  is 
Dauphin  Island,  which  is  distant  about  H  miles  by  measurement  on 
the  niart.  and  1  should  think  it  very  unsafe  to  send  a  boat  such  a  dis- 
tance from  the  ship  to  land  on  the  shore  of  an  enemy;  besides,  the 
quantity  of  wood  (if  any  could  be  obtained)  that  could  be  brought  off 
in  a  boat,  possibly  against  a  head  sea,  would  be  very  small,  and  hardly 
justify  the  risk. 

Ship  Island,  which  is  44  miles  to  westward  of  us,  is,  as  I  have  learned 
by  the  papers,  in  |x>ssession  of  the  rebels,  a  regiment  having  been  sent 
there,  as  stated,  since  the  burning  of  the  fortification  which  had  been 
commenced  there;  if  such  is  the  case  we  can  not  i)rocurc  water  at  Ship 
Island. 

Very  resjwct fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alf.x.  Gibson, 

( 'onn/iander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  GuJf  Blochuling  Squadnm^  off  PinstK-oht. 

P.  S.  —Since  I  made  my  report  to  you  in  relation  to  the  state  of  this 
ship,  hercatheads  have  boon  reported  to  me  as  being  in  a  state  of  decay. 

•See  SericM  1,  volume  ft,  p.  759. 

fThe  poijition  of  tlie  Iluntwille  was  alno  ^iveii  by  Captain  McKean. 
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Sejfori  tffCaptam  Aihn/nt,  ff.  S.  N»ivij,  vmnmainllmi  U,  S.  nlup  Stihtfte, 
irn  ori'nvil  off  Porfyfit<iul/i^  iV^  //. 

U,  8.  FuuiATK  Sarine, 
Off  I'^o-t'immith,  X,  IL.  .hihj  .;,  isni. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  th*^  arvivul  of  thin  nhin  from  the 
aiifhinutft'  off  Fort  Pirkpris,  which  nhwt*  shn  U»I't  on  thf  Intn  ultimo. 


fhinuift'  off  Fort  PirkPris,  which  nhwt*  shn  U»I't 
Vory  rosiMH'tfully,  your  oheuient  H«rvant, 


Hon,  (iiDKON  Welles, 


H*  A.  Ai>AMfi, 

Captain. 


Oeneral  report  of'  Lieutenant  Porter^  IJ.  S.   JViwt/^  coitimaudwtf 
JJ,  S.  S.  PowfMit<tn,  in  S<nUh  Wfst  PiH(s^  jiff^ttfM»t'pjft  Ri-N-r, 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Stmth  Wfnt  PoJtH,  3f/MitiMtt/'ppt.  River^  Jviy  .|,  M*67. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instnictionH  I  enclose  ifquisition.s  for 
storoH.  etc.,  for  Hve  months,  not  knowing  how  longthis  ship  will  remain 

out  oil  thin  rotation. 

Shr  wiL**  sent  here  for  a  partiouhir  puri>osc,  luul  there  Ixiing'  a  prol»«- 
liilily  that  she  niij^ht  K*  destroyefJ  in  the  attiMiipt  to  enter  Peiisa<'ola 
HartKjr.  !  took  no  more  stores  than  were  alisnUitelv  neces-sary  to  get 
out  thiM-e;  in  fact,  she  is  destitute  of  cverythirif^.  \Ve  can  not  raise  a 
tack„  Monrce.ly  a  nail  to  re|>air  any  damages  with.  We  have  not  an 
ounce  of  paint  on  board,  nor  whitewa.sh.  The  ship  is  actually'  going 
to  ruin  for  ^v-ant  of  her  wood  being  covered.  It  us  now  over  a  year 
since  hUc  bud  uiiy  j>aint  ])ut  on  her.  We  could  n<vt  rei>air  a  hoat  for 
want  of  a  plank,  and  our  machinery  having  hroken  down.  i»rought  to 
my  notice  that  there  was  no  rope  in  the  ship  to  iiinke  shecU,  Iwwhnes, 
hraccH,  halyardw,  etc. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  four  days  after  the  ship  was  ordered  to 
sea  she  was  {)ut"*ide  of  Sandy  Hook,  steering  south.  She  wils  all  stripped 
when  ordered,  and  evcrytbinj' was  put  on  board,  including  provisions, 
ordnance,  and  S<M>  toun  of  coal  in  the  time  1  have  mentioned  above;  of 
courAc  there  was  confusion.  It  would  be  charity  for  some  ship  to  divide 
her  stores  with  us  untd  such  tmic  a.^  we  could  liave  them  sent  out.  Wo 
are  on  an  important  service,  and  might  fail  for  watit  of  some  very  small 
mutter.  Captain  Adams  apjjroved  a  requisition  of  mnie  for  some 
articles  to  be  purchased  in  Havana.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  consul 
at  Havana  inforn»ing  me  that  the  articles  have  been  sent  over  in  the 
schooner  JVotipfirei/,  and  delivered  to  the  quaitermaster  at  IVnsat^ola. 
Will  you  do  me  the  favor,  sir,  to  have  them  sent  to  U8  by  the  tirst  op- 
]X>rtuuity.  At  present  our  machinery  is  broken  down,  but  I  am  lying 
clt>sc  up  to  the  bar,  and  nothing  can  get  in  or  out  without  rutmingover 
us.  I  shall  be  ready  to  steam  up  in  ul>out  ten  days.  The  enemy  are 
beginning  to  make  sonie  deuionstrations;  the  <Sumffr  has  come  down 
within  10  miles  of  us,  but,  owing  to  the  current,  ha.s  been  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  )»oatj5.  An  arnu^d  tugboat  callwl  the  /ry  i.s  employed  in 
attendance  on  this  vessel,  and  I  think  they  are  putting  up  Iwitteries  at 
what  is  called  the  Passes.  Wishing  to  get  hold  of  this  fry  i  fitted  out 
an  expedition  up  tho  river  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Watson 
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Smith,  who  wils  directetl  to  proceed  at  night  to  the  telej^raph  stJition, 
seizo  tho  operator,  cut  the  wire,  and  with  35  picked  men.  well  nrriied 
and  concealed,  seize  the  /rt/  when  she  ijiiiie  a.'*  usual  to  the  dtK'k.  The 
vessel  did  not  come  <iown  us  usual.  The  position  was  seized  and  all 
my  directions  carried  out,  and  on  the  third  clay,  after  the  men  had  laid 
patiently  concealed,  a  mail  stetinier  came  down  and  landed  on  the  opp4)- 
site  side  of  the  river.  Mr.  Smith  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and  with 
IH  nien  st()wed  away  in  tbe  liottf>m  of  lui  old  (h-ck  V»oat.  be  prctceedcd 
under  sail  across  the  river,  hni  us  he  wiis  almost  neuretuai^h  to  Uwird 
her,  the  lK>at  stjirted  otr  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  gave  the  uliinu  up 
the  river,  and  everythintf  in  the  shape  of  a  steamer  (man-of-war  and 
all)  inuiiediutely  jjot  underway  and  have  nut  shown  thentselve^s  since. 
My  intention  was  to  seize  the  /?'y,  put  2(H>  men  in  her  at  once,  carry 
the  iSumtfr  hy  boardin^r,  and  proeeed  to  New  Orleans  under  the  dij*- 
'^uise  of  tbe  secession  fla^f,  and  burn  the  St/ir  of  the  WeH.  The  only 
thinfr  that  prevented  Ibis  wils  the  want  of  one  more  minute  in  time,  for 
the  iM^ardin^'  was  idinnsl  aci'omplishe<l. 

'lln'ie  is  a  held  here  for  something  to  do.  The  steamers  they  have 
lip  the  river  ctndd  be  captured  by  a  proper  eombination  of  force,  and 
we  could  very  easily  be  in  jnxsscssioti  of  the  lowi'r  nart  of  the  river 
antleiitthein  tdl' t'rtan  inipoilantsujtpHes.  When  tlielnirri4'aue  monthn 
come  on  we  will  have  to  enter  the  river  or  go  to  sea.  and  the  s<K>ner 
we  get  ill  with  oui"  forces  and  prevent  them  from  putting  up  fort^*  at 
an}'  of  the  Pusses  the  soon<'r  tjiis  war  will  be  brought  to  a  clo**e.  I 
am  an  old  cruiser  in  this  river,  and  know  every  inch  of  the  ground. 
1  assure  vou  that  an  expedition  up  the  river  is  an  easy  thing  for  ve**- 
sels  not  drawing  over  1<!  feet,  and  1  do  believe  that  the  people  would 
n'tiirn  U>  tln-ir  alh-giance  if  they  hud  any  guaraiitee  of  protection.  I 
kntnv  most  of  the  pilots,  light-house  keepers,  etc.,  ancl  this  is  their 
feeling.  I  was  glau  to  see  (  aplain  Alden  going  to  the  westward,  for 
there  is  an  aelive  coimnerce  carried  on  at  Atchanilaya  Bav  by  the  Ber- 
wick l6ulroa(l.  Shut  that  up  and  you  at  once  stsirvoout  New  Orleans; 
but  the  South  Ctmtlhia  draws  too  nuich  water  for  that  duty.  The 
wmst  is  very  shoal  about  Atchafaluya,  and  a  vessel  like  tbe  Wat^'r 
Wltih^  drawing  8  feet  water,  would  suit  better.  1  have  no  doubt  hut 
that  at  tliin  time  anus  and  nmnitionsof  war  are  being  sent  to  and  from 
New  Orleans  and  Texa.s  by  way  of  tbe  Berwick  lOiilroad,  also  cattle 
from  Texas.  Two  or  three  light-draft  stenuiers  (nothing  more  than  H 
feet)  would  put  a  stop  to  all  this.  Hoping  you  will  soon  visit  thiw 
jHirt  4>f  your  communa,  I  will  wait  till  then  to  give  you  what  informa- 
tion I  possess  about  mutters  and  things  here,  as  it  would  involve  loo 
long  a  eorresjxjndence. 

We  shall  want  shortly  about  three  months'  provisions;  we  have  now 
six  weeks'  on  btuud.  I  \\xi\-\\  4<Ki  tons  of  coal  on  Ijoard,  ipiite  enough 
for  present  pur|x)ses;  the  ship  le^iks  very  much  when  she  ha»s  more 
than  that  amount  in  her. 

1  am  averse  to  making  any  complaints  at  this  moment  about  the  con- 
dition of  tbia  ship,  but  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  she  is  very  rotten 
and  in  need  of  thorough  repair  throughout.  I  doubt  if  we  could  save 
her  masts  in  a  heavy  tdow.  the  spirketing  (to  the  middle  of  which  the 
rigging  screws  set  wv)  is  almost  entirely  decayed. 

1  pi-esume  she  is  throughout  decavecf. 

It  was  a  disjippointment  to  the  oflieers  and  crew  of  this  ship  to  be 
ordered  i.way  fitnu  Fort  Pickens  while  there  was  a  prospect  of  some 
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offensive  operations  taking  place,  ami  hanngr  been  disappointed  in  not 
iM'ing  aIlowc*d  by  the  coiuraaudant  at  Fort  Pickens  to  cntor  the  harbor 
of  Pensncola  for  fpar  of  precipitating  hostilities,  niyj*elf,  officers,  and 
crew  would  l)e  miioh  pleased  to  take  part  in  auv  future  operations 
against  the  rebel  forts.  In  drill,  discipline,  and  general  etfective- 
ness  this  ?ihin  iw  behind  no  other,  and  in  attack  on  Ponsacolii  would 
do  good  service.  I  nni  familiiir  with  the  channfl  and  the  bar,  having 
Hounded  them  out  thoroughly  while  Ijlockixding  the  harbor. 

I  beg  leave  to  »ay,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  sup[)lief*  are  taken  to 
New  Orleans  through  Wiley's  pTump  [The  .IuJiip|.  a  puss  in  the  Missis- 
sippi al>out  25  niilcN  frnni  here  and  to  the  northwest.  The  place  i.s 
only  accessible  within  15  miles  for  very  light-di-aft  steamers,  and  from 
thence  to  the  pass,  in  boats,  one  small  steatiier  would  effectually  block- 
ade it.  The  Si)uLh  Pass  is  still  open  l;i  miles  from  here,  and  I  have 
reason  to  think  that  vessels  drawini;  7  feet  go  in  and  out  from  there 
at  night.  Open  boats  can't  cruise  here,  or  I  would  have  taken  that 
means  to  bUn-k  up  the  Pasj<. 

The  lights  have,  all  been  put  out  at  the  Piwses  and  Ughti^d  only  to 
show  from  up  the  river.  In  consequence  of  this  atTording  aid  to  the 
enemy.  I  have  ordered  the  apparatus  at  South  West  Light-House  to  l»c 
taken  down  and  brought  on  Ifoavd.  It  is  an  expensive  thing,  and  the 
Light-House  Board  will  be  glad  to  rereive  it.  \Ve  keep  a  good  look- 
out from  our  masthead,  and  in  case  we  make  out  one  of  our  own  vessels 
before  sunset,  I  hoist  one  of  our  side  lights  (which  shows  a  long  way) 
in  the  mi/zen  top  and  three  horizontal  lanterns  at  the  peak.  A  vessel 
tstamling  in  must  bring  tills  shipto  bear  N.N.E.  and  then  steer  for  her. 
The  aneuorage  is  outside  of  us  in  7  fathoULS  water.  Wo  are  anchored 
close  t*)  the  i>ar,  and  sometimes  swing  un  the  mud. 

The  otlicera  and  crew  are  all  well,  with  the  exception  of  some  slight 
ci»se8  and  some  caHualties.  They  ai*e  anxious  to  be  doing  something  to 
show  their  devotion  to  their  flag.  The  Ameriean  merchant  shi])  Bam- 
herg^  bound  to  this  place,  with  arms  and  numitions  of  war.  from  Liver- 
pool, stopped  in  Havana  about  the  LUth  of  June  and  landed  her  cargo 
there,  l)euig  advised  by  the  English  consul  to  do  so,  on  account  of  the 
blockade.  I  am  of  the  opinion  these  arms  will  Im"  now  [run]  over  in 
small  Hsiiing  smacks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

pATiD  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant y  Cofnvumdinff. 

Flag-Ofticer  Wm.  Mekvtne, 

Cofmnandiiig  Bhvkadiiu/  S*ptadron  In  the  G^nlf  of  Mexiuo^ 


Htnif:l  ItHfofthc  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan^  LtenUnant  D.  />.  Porter^  fL  S. 
Naoy^  cmainandin<j. 

Juft/5^  1861.— At  7:46  a.  m.  sent  Lieutenant  [George]  Brown,  in 
charge  of  the  launch  and  lifeboat,  accompanied  by  Chief  Engineer 
H.  Newell,  went  t(^  the  light-house  (otf  Stiuth  West  Vass)  to  take  (h)wn 
and  bring  <>i\  board  the  lantern.  .\t  12:3.^  p.  m,  the  party  returned 
on  lK>ard  ship,  bringing  all  the  apparatus  for  lighting  the  light-house 
at  the  South  West  Pa«e,  including  the  lenses. 
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Rfitftrt  of  FiiKj-Officf-r  Mernltie^  U.  S.  Na-iu/^  rcfpwMno  the  Defpari 
inenfv  innfrudunn*  refittrdinif  JirriJwr  co(tpt.-rtt/ ioji  of  fnc  ^"Wr^  /n  l/i 
(lefentfe  nf  Fort  Plrkims^  Fia. 

No.  9.] 


Us 


U.  S.   P"'lJ^«8HIV  MiftSISSHTI, 

Off  F'n-t  Plckeus,  Julys.  1S6I. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliut  the  boata  of  this  nhip  and  of 
thi'  fritrate  JViof/nnt  have  been  cmployrd  ever  siiiec  my  arrival  here, 
from  morning  until  nipht»  ti"iins]K>rting  army  supplies  from  the 
transiK>rt  vejssels  to  the  nliore. 

The  alniorst  daily  arrival  of  transports  would  indicate  that  theiv  will 
be  no  eetisation  of  this  double  duty  f<u*  the  tiilieers  and  crcw.s.  It 
entirely  exeludes  dn'lling  in  the  various  exereise.s  required  to  nuike 
our  (sliips  efficient  vetwels  of  war,  and  converts  them  into  mere  ap[x>nd- 
ajje»  to  the  Army. 

It  ajJiM-ar--  that  his  Excellen^-y  the  President  issued  an  order  whieh 
autliorixi'dColniiel  HrowUiOn  bisassumitip  thv  couuiiandof  the  Depart- 
ment of  Florida,  to  eall  upon  the  Navy  for  aid,  at  a  time,  however, 
when  Fort  Piekens  was  in  defenseless  condition.  I  can  not  lH*lieve 
that  that  order  was  intended  to  be  contiiuu'd  in  force  when  the  i»ost 
was  ifl  position  to  defy  attack,  well  supplied  with  men,  scows,  and 
large  lavmches  sufficient,  when  manned  by  the  soldiers,  to  afford  tho 
means  of  transnortation  required. 

1  sliall  be  j>)eas4'd  tu  hear  from  you,  flir,  on  Uiis  subject  at  your 
eurlie-'it  convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  seiTant, 

Wm.  Mf.uvink, 
Fiag-Hfjicer^  tbmmatidin*/  Gulf  St^utiflr*m. 

Hon.  GiOKON  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Waakington^  D.  C, 


1 


Lt'Mfr  fif/tii  the  St'creiftry  t*f  th<:  \tn*y  if*  Fhig-Ojfir^ir  JAvriW',  U.  S, 
Nmyy^  regardhy  m^^nrmfm'  nupphjiny  omJ  aitfl  provittfov^  to  the 
blocfadiny  fleet. 

Navy  Department,  July  8^  1861. 

Sik:  Three  ships,  averaging  l,:ioo  tons  each,  have  been  purchufied 
and  will  be  immediately  dispatched  iu  succession  to  the  Gulf,  loaded 
with  ctml.  They  will  !m^  under  your  orders  for  the  distribution  of  coal 
from  Ke}'  West  to  the  blockading  vessels  as  previously  intimated. 

The  Hrst  one  or  two  will  sail  in  alwut  ten  aays. 

Two  large  «ea  steamers,  the  Comoi^tU-ut  and  Rhoih-  hlavJ^  have 
also  been  purchased  for  the  puijiose  of  carrying  fresh  sui>plie8  in 
ice,  also  jmymasters'  and  forwarn  officers'  fitoi*es.  They  will,  if  not 
detaineiL,  run  regularly  and  alternately  from  New  York  to  the  extreme 
limit  of  the  blwckading  fleet,  giving  each  vessel  at  sea  the  necessary 
sui)plios  and  stores,  carrying  out  men  and  officers,  an*!  bringing  home 
others  who  arc  condemned.  They  will  touch  at  Key  West  for  orders 
from  vourself;  but  to  insure  regularity,  if  is  very  necessary  that  they 
should  i>ei-form  their  circuit  without  detention  or  deviation  except  for 
some  pressing  necessity. 

The  lihoiU'  hhnd  will  probablv  leave  in  ten  days  or  n  fortnight,  to 
be  followed  by  tho  Connecticut,     I'lease  notify  the  commanding  officers 
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undL'i'vour  oonmiand,  ami  gWe  earh'  information  U*  the  Oepartment  of 
tbt»  want.1  of  your  nqiiatlron,  that  tbey  may  j^o  furward  hy  tut'.s*'  v*'«scls. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 

Gideon  Wblles. 
Flag-OtHccr  William  Mervine, 

Cknnmandhi4f  fhtlf  Bhekadintf  St^wfdrMiy  Key  TTe*/,  Ff^, 


Wferfrom  the  St'4*rftnrt/  "f  the  Navy  to  Fhig-Ofiicer  Mcrriiif^  F.  S. 
N'Wi4^ ^fonnnrdintj  uiformntiim  Te*jiirdlutj  jtmjMMi'd  utlack:  upon  the 
hlocl'odiwj  fl^  at  the  Bcdise. 

Navt  Depaetmen'T,  July  8,  tS62, 
Stu:  The  extract  l»eIow,  from  a  letter  rei-eived  at  this  Department, 
is  j^ivi'n  fur  your  infoniuUion.     Simili4r  iufitrmatiou  was  gfiven  you  in 
the  P.  8.  to  the  di8i)at<.h  from  thi«i  I>i*partnient  of  June  21. 
Very  reHpectfully,  etc.. 

Gideon  Wellks. 

Flujir-Otlicer  \Vm.  Mebvtne,  Comnianding^  etc. 

By  dates  froni  Xew  OHeanif  of  24th  June,  I  am  inforuicd,  from  undonbted  author- 
ity, tJittl  the  propeller  Ki\*fh  Trnm  w  now  lieing  rttte<i  up  liy  a  force  of  100  men  for 
the  pnrpoft<^>  of  runniii);  down  the  bloi'kadinft  veaselH  at  the  Ballze,  with  a  view  i*> 
sink  llit'tn. 

The  prri|>eller  in  to  tx*  t'<ivert*<l  with  tiinlter  2  feet  thifk,  witti  an  onlsiiie  j-liitinR  *jf 
l-inL-rh  irrtn,  and  ia  to  \w  so  protected  a«  to  i^lance  off  »hot  and  I'hetl.  She  ih  t«>  have 
no  ^in(4;  l>ut  iHinteiide*!  to  p>,  under  a  full  head  of  gleain,  direetly  in  rontact  with 
our  veflseifi  of  war.  Iler  bow  xa  to  have  Hharp  irons,  t*o  eont<tructed  as  to!<tave  a  boU 
through  the  vesrtel. 

Lint  ofv&tHeU  €Oj?tured  f/t/  the  U,  S.  S.  South.  CaroUn^i  off  Galvestim^ 
from  Jidy  ^  to  July  7,  1S€U  in^usiiv^  OoTmnander  James  Ald-en^ 


Pule. 


riain. 


SclitHUier 

do 

, do 

8  c  h  o(t  tie r 
( mnal  Iwat ) 

Sohoonor 

Hcbooner 
(|>ilutbo«t). 

Scitooner 

do 

do 

Sebooii«r 
(pilot  boat). 


Hbafk  

Vonus 

Ann  Ryan 

McC'nnfleld... 

Lnili'Wl 

Dart 

OnmltA 

Paluon 

(iporiTF  Hiilcer 
SomHouttoa. 


rHi>taln'it  niimu. 


O.Patlvmia .. 
N.A.NelBon.. 

J.OmDity  — 

O.H&rshiill... 
ly  Lawlem  ... 

K.  Tonjcty 

I.Bchnda^ 

«  H.STiiitti... 
T.  C  Bonndera 


Ton- 
nage 


Ranarks. 


Pninuiiiired  worthlen  af* 
toriiiirvpy  And  srnt  Into 

ger*. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Total  nuinher  of  pas.se njren*  and  crews,  including  captains  of  ressels, 
85  prisoners;  makin|r,  with  the  one  nm  on  shore  by  the  ffunhoat,  11 
vessels  i-apturcd  between  the  4th  and  7th  of  July.  iuL-hisive. 

Examined  and  found  correct. 

tlAMEB  AlDEN. 


57fi 


GULF    BLdCKADINO    SQUADRON. 


St>uth  Oiro/imt.,  IranHinitthuj  vtfpy  of  rfjHtri  rvtjtrnlhuj  vh't^'n  rtiptartH 


mad^.  hij  that  vesst^l. 


Sik:  I  Imve  the  honor  herewith 


U.  S.  8.  South  Cakouina, 

Of  Galvcsi^jH,  Jidy  9,  ISOI. 
to  enclose  for  the  infoiTiiation  of 


the  Dcpiirtmi'nt  ii  copy  of  luv  rciMJit  ii'latini?  to  our  htlo  cwpturrii,  t4j 
thi*  fljii^-oiliepr  t'onmiaiKlin^^  tlu^  (lulf  Hltx-kading  S 

II  in 

ilth 


Squadron,  and  tru?ft 


Tht*  hojilth  of  my  crow  iw,  I  iim  liapjiy  to  sa}',  very  good,  and  a  more 
lnyal  Met  I  never  knew. 

Iain  alKiut  tlisputchitifj  two  of  the  prizen  this  4-veniti»r  (the  y'lr/cv^/i 
and  frenrtjr'  (t.  Ihihr)  for  New  York,  one  of  whieli  will  T»c  the  iKMirer 
of  this,  UK  well  a-s  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  entitled  to  a  share  in 
the  (iipture  of  the  prizes. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  o1>edient  nervant, 

Jamks  Aldkn, 

Hon.  Seurktaky  ok  thk  Navy, 

U.  S.  S,  South  Cakolina, 
Off  (iith't-Hton,  JtUy  S,  ISGI. 

Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tluit  I  nrrived  here  on  the  *2d  instant, 
and  inniM'diulrly  Jioisted  a  signal  for  a  jiilot  for  the  purpose  of  coin- 
uuniicatin^r  witli  the  shore.  In  a  short  time  a  pilot  boat  eame  otT, 
Iw'ttrinp  u  flu^^  of  truce  and  a  document,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
sent.  Ill  reply  (o  it  I  enclosed  a  copy  of  your  deelaiiitton  of  hlockade, 
witli  a  siiijrle  remark  that  I  wjls  st*nt  here  to  enfort'o  it,  which  1  should 
do  to  the  l>est  of  inva>)ility.  The  next  morning,  the  yd  instant,  at 
daylight,  a  small.  hij,'h-pressure  steamer  evaded  our  vij^ilanco,  and 
under  cover  of  a  thick  rain  snuall  slipped  in,  but,  on  the  followinjj 
day,  the  4th  instant,  we  succeeded  in  capturing  six  schooners;  on  the 
5tfi  two,  besides  one  ran  ashore  by  the  ";uulw>at;  on  tlie  0th  one,  and 
on  the  7tl»  one,  makinj^^  in  all  eleven  sail  destroyed  or  cai>turo<l.  A 
descriptive  list  is  herewith  sent.  It  will  Ije  seen  that  lliey  are  all 
rather  small,  and,  of  course,  with  cargoes  not  v<'ry  valuable.  Out  of 
the  whole  tliere  are  but  three  of  theiu  coppered,  viz.  one  called  the 
S/uifk  and  the  two  pilot  iMjats,  On  the  5th  instant  it  was  represented 
i<f  nie  that  some  of  our  prizes  were  worthless.  I  thereupon  caused  a 
survey  <»f  them  to  he  bold,  when  three— the  ]/«*/*,  ;)/r<'V//(;VV/^/,  and 
Loiitjtti — ^were  condenmed  as  un.seaworthy  and  unfit  to  lie  even  at  anchor 
in  any  seaway.  At  this  time,  mv  prisoners  Jn^iug  increased  in  number 
to  fi'J  (an  inconvenient  crowd  to  liandle  with  our  small  crew,  which  is 
very  nmch  reduced  by  manuiug  the  prizes),  1  dc(cnnine<l  to  put  tlu'Ui 
on  lH»ard  ihe  eontlemniMl  vcMsels  and  send  them  in.  which  wa.s  neeoixl- 
ingly  done.  To-day  (the  Sth  inst^mt).  I  have  discharged  the  (Wnlia^ 
another  worthless  one,  into  one  of  the  other  prizes,  and  shall  s«nd  Sli 
moll*  prisoners  in  her  tcj  (Talvest<m  (his  afternoon.  This  leaves  me 
six  vessels  with  four  cargoes  to  ili.spos*'  of,  the  latter  l>eing  worth 
nI»out*2<MHXi. 

The  two  pilot  ImuUs  l>eing  empty,  one  of  them  I  have  made  uerulsor, 
and  the  oilier  1  send  to  vou  with  this  dispatch.  Among  other  tliingH 
ciipl\\\\*<i  we  have  i'A  mail  Uigs  and  31  Imgs  conluining  express  matter. 


• 
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Be  plea.sed  to  inform  me  what  I  shall  do  with  those  laat.  MiL^ht  I  not 
let  the  privat*'  rilizeriH  liavi*  (Jn'ir  hitters  after  jjivin^  them  a  tlionHiffh 
overhauling,  ami  extmcttnjf  anythiritrof  a  |aihlir  nature?  Am  1  rigut 
in  turning  over  siieh  poor  eraft  a.s  I  liave  to  their  peimiless  owner.'^  by 
usin^f  tfieni  as  t-arteU  for  prisonerM,  or  ought  I  t<»  liestro^-  tbem  au<l 
retain  the  captives? 

ThiH  Hutivity  rneiileTit  io  chasing  our  prizes  in  (k'tail  has.  of  courw3, 
eauseii  a  great<*r  con.suinption  of  coal  than  wius  contrtriplated,  and  we 
have  not  now  more  than  .seven  days*  fui?l  on  fioard;  tins,  however,  1 
can  tM*o!iomize  very  much  l>y  lying  still  and  keeping  the  twti  gunhoats 
constantly  underway  and  only  chase  when  they  are  unahlc  to  bring  a 
ve-ssel  to.  I  would  suggest  that  a  steam  frigate,  or  some  of  that  class, 
even  a  sail  vessel  would  do,  to  anchor  off  toe  entrance  to  Galveston, 
where  she  am  ride  safely  all  the  year  round  and  serve  as  a  nucleus  for 
the  rest  of  us  to  center  about.  T^hc  vessel,  with  the  two  gunlx>ats,  the 
Aftl  and  Dnrt^  together  with  another  of  our  prizes  which  I  contem- 
plate taking  into  t+ervice,  called  the  Shark,  a  vessel  of  light  draft  and 
strongly  built,  if  arnu'd  with  a  2+  pound  howitzer,  would  he  most 
efficient.  These  sent  to  cruise  to  the  south  lus  far  as  the  Kio  Grande 
and  the  east  as  far  as  the  South  West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi,  would, 

1  beUe\'e,  most  efl'eutually  dose  up  every  bole  and  corner  along  that 
line  of  coast. 

If  a  vessel  can  not  be  sent  now,  1  shall  ro4iuiro  at  loaj^it  25  men  and 

2  officers,  which  will  be  no  more  than  sufficient  to  till  vacancies  made 
by  manning  i>rixi's.  and  if  you  jtppnivc  the  plan  of  anuing  the  Sharks 
please  scna  nie  in  adulition  to  that  number  12  in^tn*  men  and  a  *J4-pouud 
nowitzer.  The  jMrf  1  shall  nrm  with  tun'  of  ibn  l^J-ptmnd  howitzers 
obtained  from  the  Fntrhnttm  as  soon  us  I  iun  get  a  slide.  I  send  you 
some  stirring  news  from  the  North  of  a  very  late  date,  Washington, 
the  -tth  instant.  I  write  in  great  haste  and  am  eoini>dled  to  omit 
many  things  which  perhaps  you  ought  to  know. 

But  1  am  suic  the  bearer  of  this,  our  master,  Mr.  [RodneyJ  Baxter, 
will  he  able  to  lill  up  any  omis-iions.  and  will,  of  ctnirse,  give  you  in 
detuil  some  iutcrcsting  facts,  which  I  have  been  Imrely  able  t^)  touch 
ujjon.  Ho  is  ordered  t<j  make  the  be.**t  of  his  way  to  Pcnsacola  and 
report  to  you.  and  I  will  venture  tn  hope  that  as  he  is  my  right  bower 
3'ou  will  he  pleased  Lo  return  him  to  me  at  the  earliest  pnieticublo 
moment 

With  great  respect,  1  am  trul}'.  your  most  obedient  servant. 

James  Alden, 
Coiinnandiiig  U.  S.  S.  <Soutk  Carolina* 
Flag-Officcr  Wm.  Meevtne, 

Commatider  in  Chief  U.  S,  Gntf  Squadron. 

L8uii«nclOHii»>.] 

Galveston,  Tex.,  Jnly  :?,  1861, 
Sir:  As  commanding  officer  of  this  port,  I   liave  deputized  Colonel 
Sydnor  to  visit  you  for  the  pui*poBe  of  requesting  you  to  inform  me 
of  the  object  of  your  visit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Moore, 
Captain  ArtiUeryy  C.  S.  A.y  Commanding^  Galveston, 

CoMUANDmo  Officer  of  the  Man-of-War  off  GALVBdTON. 
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Report  of  Commandei'  Alden^  U.  S.  Navy,  conima/nding  U.  S.  S, 
iSouth  Carolinxi^  regardinq  captures  of  schooners^  July  9  and  IS, 
1861, 

II.  S.  S.  South  Carouna, 

Off  Galvmton,  Avgmt  188,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  reqiiestine  me  to  furnish  you 
with  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  two  schooners,  the  General 
T.  J.  Chamhcrs  and  the  one  scuttled,  the  Tom  Hicks,  is  received.  The 
last  named  was  captured  off  the  port  on  the  9th  of  July,  loaded  with 
lumber,  27  tons  burden;  Charles  Wells,  captain;  owned  at  Calcasieu 
Bay,  La. ;  from  this  port  and  bound  for  Port  Lavaca.  The  Oen-eral 
T.  J.  Chamhers  was  captured  off  this  port  on  the  12th  of  July,  lumber 
loaded,  46  tons  burden;  Jacob  Hanson,  captain;  owned  at  Galveston, 
from  Calcasieu  Bay,  bound  to  Galveston. 

1  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  entitled  to  share  the  prize 
money,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

ComTnander. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  0\df  Blockading  Squadron^  off  ^ort  PicketiH. 

The  cargo  of  the  Tom  IH^iks^  some  lo,(X)0  feet  of  lumber,  was  trans- 
ferred to  this  ve*iael  before  she  was  scuttled  by  us,  and  still  remains 
there. 

Very  respectfully, 

James  Alden, 

Oominander, 

Report  of  Captain  Bailey^  ('.  xV.  Ka.i>y^  niaking  nfereiice  to  the  pro- 
posea  jntrsuit  (f  th- C  S.  S.  Snmtci' hy  tlu;  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 

1-.  S.  Stkam-Frujate  Colorado, 

Key  WeM,  July  9,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  tlie  lionor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  Key  West. 
As  soon  as  1  can   replenisii  coal  and  water  I  have  verbal  directions 
from  the  flag-officer  to  join  hini  oil  Fort  Pickens. 

Captain  McKean,  of  the  Niag<(ra^  senior  officer  in  port,  will  com- 
municate to  you  more  iJiirticularly  about  the  proceedings  of  the  rebel 
privateer  Sumter  awA  of  his  intention  of  going  in  pursuit. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.    I^AILET, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlw  Navy. 


honor  to  roiMjrt  the  Hrrivnl  of  the  Xtntjura  at  this 
watoi'  lit  !►  o  tlook  yostt'iday  iitoruing". 
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liffhyrt  f\f  Capttiio   AfrA'fYfv^  fL  S.  \ary^  frtinMrnitthnj  hitrr  fitm*  tfi*' 

a  S,  k  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Stkam-Frigate  Niaoaha, 

K^y  in«/,  July  .9,  /ay;/. 

Sir:   I  havp  tht* 
j)l»iv  ftir  real  uiid 

I^st  ni(r|)i  at  liioVIcK'kl  H'reived  jt  rdiiinmntcalion  from  ('onsiil- 
(icncral  SliutVUU,  ut  Havana,  a  copy  of  whirh  I  Ijcn-wldi  tnuismit. 

Thr  <'afuro<l($  h(Mii«:r  '^f  *'i'^  i-i)alinjr  wliarF.  joid  thi-n*  not  hcing  r(MHn 
in  the  harbor  for  thi^  ship  to  ywin^',  1  \v:i:s  i*oiiip<'lli'ii  to  anrhor  out- 
Hide  the  fort,  Imt  I  havo  now  two  roa!  vtwsols  al(inj.'sid*',  and  hoiw  to 
get  a  fiilfic'iciit  ipmntitv  of  i-oul  on  hoard  (o  slnrt  in  pur.siiit  oi  the 
Sumftf/-  in  the  coursr  of  tho  nij^ht,  if  thr  piU>t  vnn  take  uh  out,  or.  at 
latent,  hv  dayli^rht  to-tnorrosv  mornin(^. 

Mr.  Shufoldt,  1  pn'siinii\  will  i-oininunicate  with  the  governor- 
general  of  C'uha  on  thr  snhjift  itf  tlio  Sin/tft-r.  I  will  therefore  write, 
begging  him  to  telegniph  to  me  through  the  V .  S.  eomniercial  agent 
at  Cienfiiegos  the  result  of  auy  eonference  that  may  take  place. 
Should  I  tind  thtf  Sumtt^r  in  harbor,  I  will  1h\  guided  by  the  informa- 
tirin  1  may  receive,  either  to  take  possejssion  of  her  or  in  blockading 
her  there. 

In  going  in  pursuit  of  tht'  Sumter^  I  shall  deviati*  from  the  inntruc- 
tiona  of  Flag  Offieer  M<M-vine,  which  donbth'ss  have  been  communi- 
cated to  you,  but  1  think  the  eireuinstances  of  the  ease  justify  uif  in 
so  doing. 

The  ])ayinaster  Iming  entirely  without  funds,  I  have  found  it  neees- 
stiry  to  draw  Jt^S.ooii,  in  enife  there  should  be  a  nece.ssity  for  the  pur- 
chase of  coal  at  C'ienfuegos  or  elHewhero. 

I  am,  respeetfullv,  your  obcdieut  servant. 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 


HoH.  Gii)»jN  Welles, 

Sevrriitry  ttf  thv  Nai'y,  Wttfi/n'nt/ton^  TK  O, 


Captain: 


V.  S.  I  will  take  with  me  thr  stoanier  i 'ruf<'niti\  Liriitrnaiit  Com- 
uiaiiding  Craven,  a-s  I  doubt  if  thi:*  ?4hip  can  enter  the  imrbor  of 
C'ienfuegos. 

[Knchwiirc] 

CoNSiriJiTK-GENKKAI.   OK  THK   UnITED  StATES   OF   AmEBICA, 

Hm^nw,  JuUj  7,  1H6I. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  of  C'harleH  D.  Fowler,  esq.,  U.  S.  consular 
agent  at  Cienfuegos  {south  side  of  the  island),  a  telegi*aphie  dispatch, 
dated  last  night,  at  10:  (t5,  in  the  following  words: 

The  warHUminer  •Vu//i/«T  (Hiiiitlierii)  )iiu>  CAplnrcil  mpvcii  vewielfit  anil  just cume  into 
this  port  witti  all  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  of»edient  servant, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Consul-  General, 
Commander  ok  Awr  U.  S.  War  Vessel, 

Key  West, 
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Letter  froni  the  Secretary  of  the  Nmrn  to  Fhig-  Officer  Mervine^  U.  S. 
Navy^  yorirardina  eHractsi  regara/hxg  jyrffposea  destructi&n  of  t^^ 
graph  line  from  Mobile  fo  Neif:f  OrleanJ*. 

Navy  Dkpartment,  J\dy  10^  1861. 
8ir:  1  <'oinmuni(!ate  for  your  information  tho  following  extract  from 
a  letter  referred  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Weulbs. 
Flag-Officer  \Vm.  Mekvine, 

Comnuindinfj  Hidf  JibtckmliiKj  Squadrmt, 

I  would  also  Hiij^^t  the  deHtruction  of  the  telegraph  tine  from  Mobile  to  New 
Orleans,  and  thereby  cutting  off  all  coram unication  from  Mobile,  south.  Thistvn 
caellv  l>e  aeconipllBHetl,  aa  the  principal  part  of  the  route  iiji  by  cable  acrom  the  bay 
and  lake,  and  from  information  (cunlidontial)  it  can  l>e  easily  done. 

Patrick. 


Enqagemvnt  with   Cmfederate  hatteriea  on   Ship  hhind,  Mississippi 

Sound,  July  9,  1S6L 

Beport  of  Flag-Offlc«r  Merrine,  U.  B.  Navy,  tranBmittiiig  additional  report. 

No.  10.]  FLAfl8Hir  Mississippi, 

Of  Fort  Piehmn,  July  10,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  (»f  the  report  of  C'omnmnder  Melanoton  Smith,  of  the  IT.  S.  S. 
Matfiackuwttfi,  in  reflation  to  a  fire  opened  npon  him  from  Ship  Island. 

Thi.s  island  is  fortified  by  the  rebels,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
their  inter-water  commerce;  Avith  New  Orleans,  wliieh  is  very  important 
to  them.  This  could  be  entirely  cutoti'  by  lijrbt-draftsteam propellers, 
or,  indeed,  liy  sailing  vessels,  mounting  one  18  or  24  pounder  pivot  gun 
and  two  or  more  light  howitzers. 

I  shall,  in  all  probability,  be  compelled  to  throw  up  a  batter)'  on  the 
north  point  of  Cliandeleur  Island  to  secure  an  anchorage  for  the  vessels 
stationed  in  Mobile  Hay  during  bad  weather. 

That  island  affords  a  lee  and  good  anchorage,  even  during  hurricanes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  the  Department 
of  instructions  relative  to  vessels  cleared  from  Northern  ports  for  Key 
West.     I  have  taken  action  in  accoi-dance  therewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  AIervine, 
Fl fig- Officer,  Commfindiiuj  fiulf  Blockuding  Sgxmdron. 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary. 

P.  S. — Jul}'  11,  1861.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  1  am  in  receipt 
of  a  communication  from  Commander  Price,  ot  the  HuntsviU-e^  who 
repoits  the  reception  of  three  negroes  on  his  vessel,  who  eascaped 
from  the  shore  m  a  canoe  of  (heir  own  construction.  They  are  still 
on  the  Iluntsvillt,  and  I  ask  for  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  them,  as  well  as  for  my  action  in  future  similar  cases. 

Wm.  Mekvine, 
Flag-  Officer,  etc. 


Sik:  Coiisiderinj;  it  uf  the  utiuo.^t  imnurtanct*  that  vou  hUouKI  \to 
imiiu'diatoly  iiifuruKMl  of  the  orciiptinoyof  Ship  IsIuikI  liyu  rebel  furce 
and  the  orootion  uf  four  bjitterit'8  at  ttiut  piaw.  I  Imvo  judg^od  it  to  \m 
thi"  most  oxpeditiuuH  mid  least  ohioptionable  niotluKl  to  i^oiiinuinicatt! 
witli  the  steaiiUT  ffunttfrtiltwwX  di,si>aloh  lirr  to  arquaint  y<ai  with  the 
partit-uhirs,  as  that  arraiig^'nirnt  will  lejive  the  St.  LtniiH  to  hlockadti 
Moi«l('  and  permit  nie  to  rt'tuni  to  my  stiition. 

1  n'acht'd  liore  from  IViisacohi  at  VI  o'chnk  on  the  4th  instmit, 
when,  tindiiLg  everything  quiet,  I  intK-eedrd,  as  diivctt'd  lu  l*a.s.s  a 
rOutre  on  the  0th  and  thence  toSoutii  \^'ost  Paw-s  on  the  7th,  to  deliver 
your  dispatdu's.  On  my  return  here  Ia,st  evening,  the  dth,  I  found 
that  Sliij)  Island  li^tt  hati  lieen  extinjcuished,  and  argue<i  from  that  eir- 
euiiiHtance  that  the  plaee  had  heen  fortified  in  my  ahscnee. 

Tlii>i  proved  to  be  the  cajse,  as  I  discovered  at  daylight  8  seeession 
flaj,^s.  31)  tents,  and  4  batteries  iu  proeess  of  erection,  the  mat*»rials 
used  in  their  constrnrtiurt  iKMni;;  hales  of  cotton  and  sand  ImjfS. 

lJlM>n  weighinjj  anchor  the  rebels  opi'ned  Hre  from  two  battcrii's  uf 
one  giui  each,  the  missiles  from  which  both  fell  --hort.  I  steamed  up 
immediately  withiu  CHnj^rc  of  their  gunt«,  returning-  their  (ire  from  the 
pivot  jjnns  with  round  Hh4)t  and  15-.second  shells  fri>m  gun  deck,  but 
with  distant  tiriuj^  cbarjires  and  all  the  elevation  I  could  jjive  the  guns, 
the  shot  fell  short,  while  two  from  the  batteries  on  shore  passed  over 
the  forecastle  and  eng-ine  house  and  .struck  the  water  Heveral  yards 
from  the  vessel. 

Having^  exhausted  nil  mv  15-second  shell  (15  in  number),  and  aa  the 
engine  of  this  vessel  is  all  above  the  water  line.  I  considered  it  pru- 
dent to  haid  oif  a  short  distance,  where  I  remained  quiet,  out  of  ivach 
of  their  shot,  until  they  ceased  tiring. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  the  rebels  have  1  rifled  cannon,  3  guns  of  heavy 
caliber,  one  I'J-pounder,  and  a  force  (if  :i<K»  to  400  men,  in  which  opinion 
the  otticers  of  this  vesnel  fully  concur,  some  estimating  the  force  as 
high  as  siMt. 

Twenty -six  shot  and  shell  were  tired  from  the  batteries,  and  IT  shot 
and  shell  from  this  vessel. 

Deeming  it  itiju<Ucious  to  leave  for  Mobile  before  dark,  I  proceeded 
to  Chandeleur  Island  to  remove  the  lens*  and  secure  the  lighting  appa- 
ratus at  that  station,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  tho  rebels 
iu  my  a!)sence,  which  work  1  have  lu-complished. 
Very  re*ipi»ctfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander^  U,  S,  Na^y, 

Flag-Oihcer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commaiidifig  ihilf  JihK'kading  Stjuatlron. 


Baport  of  K^Jor-Oeaeral  Tri^gi.  0.  B.  Amy. 
HEADt^LIAKTKKS  DePABTMENT  No.  1,  C  S.  A., 

iWm?  Orlmm.  La..  July  73,  i861. 
Sir:  Herewith   is  transmitted  a  statement  of  the  nund^er  and  the 
position  of  troops  iu  this  dei>arlmeut.     A  few  days  siuce  V  ws-vA.  vsx-^ 
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aid-de-camp,  Capt.  Edward  Higgtns,  in  conmiand  of  t^e  steamer 
Oregon^  with  about  90  men  and  one  8-inch  shell  gun,  to  visit  the  vicin- 
i^  of  Ship  Island.  On  hia  arrival  there  the  enemy  had  disappeared. 
He  landed  the  8-inch  gun  and  a  32-pounder,  and  left  Lieutenant  War- 
ley,  of  the  Navy,  in  command,  to  put  the  guns  in  position  and  defend 
the  island. 

Enclosed  1  send  you  Lieutenant  Warley's  report.  The  8-inch  ^n 
was  borrowed  from  the  Navy.  The  commodore  asked  me  to  return  it 
by  the  20th  instant.  As  it  is  the  only  efficient  gun  1  have  on  the 
island,  it  would  cause  considerable  embarrassment  to  return  it  at  this 
time;  and  as  the  Navy  has  two  moi'e  8-inch  guns  not  in  use,  I  shall 
delay  returning  it. 

The  demonstration  of  Lieutenant  Warley  at  Ship  Island  proves  that 
the  place  can  be  maintained  if  we  can  retain  the  guns  borrowed  from 
the  ^favy. 

Two  boats  seized  by  the  governor  of  Louisiana  and  turned  over  to 
me  1  have  armed  as  well  as  I  could.  They  are  now  in  the  lakes. 
Ammunition  is  nmt-h  wanted. 

1  think  we  can  prevent  in  future  the  enemy  showing  such  boldness 
on  the  lakes,  and  one  or  two  more  boats  will  insure  the  safety  of  ves- 
sels between  here  and  Mobile.  The  guns  on  the  steamers  are  not  suit- 
able.    They  are  32-pounders,  but  I  could  do  no  better. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  report  to  the  Department  how  much  I  am 
indebted  to  Captain  Higgins  for  his  energy  and  industry  in  fitting  out 
the  steamers.     Having  been  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  his  knowl- 
edge and  experience  in  such  matters  were  invaluable. 
Verv  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 
^fajttr-  (rrnettd^  Omimanding. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walkkr, 

Sren-tiffy  iff  Wtir. 

SUiiemnil  nf  fuiHtit  and  Irtupftit  in  liffMirtnifut  X<k  J,  <'.  /S',  ^1,,  July  J  J,  18*il, 

Fort  Morj.'aii.  Mobile  Hay,  U\n  <'()ni]»ini('s  Second  Ala)>anm  Vol- 
unteers. 

Fort  (iaines.  M()l)il('  Buy.  live  coinpanit's  Alabama  artillery. 

Grant's  Pass,  Mobile  Bay,  one  companv  Alabama  artillery. 

East  Pasaigoulu,  two  conii)ani(\s,  I'ourth  Regiment  Louisiana 
Volunt<'crs. 

Hiloxi,  two  conipiinies.  Fourth  Kcgiincnt  Louisiana  Volunteers. 

Mississippi  ('ity,  one  coinimny,  Fonrtli  liegiment  Louisiana  Vol- 
unteers. 

Ship  Island,  three  coinpanio-.  Fourth  Itegimont  I^misiana  Vol- 
unteers. 

Pass  Christian,  two  ronipanics.  Fourth  Uegiinrnt  Louisiana  Vol- 
unteers. 

Fort  Pike,  one  coin[)any  Ix)uisianii  urtilU'ry,  sn  general  service 
recruitii. 

Fort  Macomb,  one  company  city  troops. 

Bienvenue  and  Ponce  Duprcs,  one  company  city  troops. 

Proctors ville,  one  comimny  city  troops. 

New  Orleans  Barnicks,  two  (.'omjMinies  city  troops;  tijtrj  irencral  serv- 
ice recruits,  partly  formed;  one  company  Louisiana  infantry;  one 
company  Lomsiana  artillery. 
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Pass  Manchac,  2it  men,  rity  troopH. 

Fort  llorwick,  liorwirk  Buy,  two  rompaniet*  voluuteeru. 

Fort  Chr-ne,  Berwick  liay,  otn^  roiiipiiiiy  voluiitoers. 

Fort  Liviiij^stun,  two  cuiin>aiiii's  volimtoeiv. 

Fort  ♦lft<^kHon,  four  coriijmnicH  LouiHiaim  Hitillery. 

Fort  Ht.  Philip,  throe  coniimiiios  Louisiunu  artillery. 

The  averagu  strerij^tli  of  a  coin|taiiy  is  iilK^iit  ^0  mi'ii. 

1).  Bkliv.h<x>ver, 
Major  and  Acthig  AkttiHtunt  At/jutant-  Oeiienil. 


The  Ship  Island  Engagemtnt 
Pmm  the  Ricliuiotid  [JtxpitUb.  July -i3.18ttl.] 

The  Nt*w  Orleau:*  Delta  of  tho  17th  in.stuiit.  pultlishcd  the  f4>llowln(^ 
oorrtM'tcci  statomentof  the  Ship  Island  aifair: 

Captain  Kdward  Hit^gint),  of  the  ('.  S.  Army,  aid-de-camp  to  ttfru'nilTwingfi,  at'Hng 
under  the  ttnlerH  (if  tht*  general,  t<»i>k  [XMise-'wiKii  of  tin-  fU'iiinerx  f /rcyau  and  .Vr/yim, 
the  formLT  anni'd  with  one  8-inch  eolunibliul  and  one  12-poUDd  howitzer,  the  latter 
with  a 32-iJOuiHlf r  and  one  howitzer,  both  Iioatw  nmnneil  by  Iheirrewof  ihe  McRae. 
The  Bteanierv,  after  pmlei-litiK  their  Iwilers  at  Bay  St.  Louin,  |ir(X"eede<l  toward  the 
cruising  gniund  of  the  AfnttxiH-httnrtlg  and  tenders.  Oti  reactiiiiK  sliij)  Inland  found 
that  the  .St'insiwhitneiU  liai)  left.  Captain  Iliiorin;^,  aware  of  the  iniimrtaiiee  of  the 
position,  took  upon  himself  the  resifOUMibility  of  oirupving  it,  and  to  that  end 
iuunediately  Janae*^]  the  four  guns  aljove  uientioneil  aiui  the  tirew  of  the  Mcfitir; 
put  theiu  iu  charge  of  Lieutenant  Wurh'y,  oh  (t>iutuauder,  wliu  itimiediately  went  to 
work  ereirtin^  ttie  iHitterit!}',  aiid  to  hun,  in  I'onjuiietion  witli  C-aptain  Thorn,  of  the 
marine*",  Surpji.m  J.ionale  [fJninjr(V)l,  and  Midaliipmen  ComBtock  and  Head,  is  due 
whatever  praise  inay  bi'  attat^hed  to  the  repulstmf  the  SUufnichnHtitt.  On  his  arrival 
at  New  Orleane,  Captain  Iti^in.-*  reportetl  to  (ieneral  Twijafm,  and  them  it  wan  that 
f?tinf>,  aminnnition,  etf*.,  were  [ilacetl  on  Ihe  Orrtj/m  and  Gm/  Cloud,  in  i-harge  of 
Major  .Smith,  an<l  with  thern  that  gentU>nian  prixx^eded  to  ^lup  lalaad,  witere  he 
has  idiiee  mouuted  the  guna  n3  t>ent. 


Lffttrr  Jrt/rji  tJw  t^tx'retan/  of  tht:  Xai^y  to  Fhttf'  Officer  Mervine,  U,  S. 
X'ltw^  truuKmittiti<j  lufoniuition  rt'ijardintj  th'  Ji'ttituj  *fni  of  Tessel« 
by  the  (Jf/nfeUt'tiUtm  iiear  Nmv  Orletiruf* 


Navy  I>ki'autmknt,  .fttfij  /f?,  IS61. 
Sir:  I   herewith  endow  a  ropy  of  a  W'lU*v  ihitrd  thi*  5th  instant, 
aiUlre.Hfietl  to  the  Set  ivtnry  of  W'tir  tiwd  referred  by  him  to  this  Depart- 
ment, in  rehitiou  to  the  fitting  out  of  »teamer»  by  the  rebels  near  New 
Orlea,nH. 

I  am,  resjjectfiilly,  y<nir  ohedient  .servant, 

(flDRON    WkLLKS. 

FIng-OtKeer  William  Mekvine. 

Ct/intmtndhuj  Gnif  HliH^hnUiuj  Squadnmy  Key  Wtmty  Fla, 

[Enclnmire.] 

PiiiLADELpniA,  July  6,  186L 
Pear  Sib:  On  my  wnv  home  from  Texas,  a  week  nince,  where  I 
linve  lived  with  my  famiiy  for  the  la.st  thre«  years,  1  stopped  in  New 
Orleans  two  days,  and  in  my  walks  through  the  city  ana  vicinity  I 
found  they  were  making  active  preparations  at  Algiers,  lilting  out 
Htf^ucrs,  sailing  craft,  and  tugs,  mounting  from  two  to  seven  guns 
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each.  I  learned  they  had  twenty-eight  under  way  and  ready.  Most 
of  those  I  saw  were  old  steamers  and  tugs  altered  and  guns  placed  on 
board.  I  understood  their  intention  is  to  capture  one  of  the  blockad- 
ing ships  at  the  mouth,  should  they  find  them  separated.  I  have  no 
doubt  tne  Government  is  well  posted  what  is  going  on  down  there,  but 
as  it  is  dangerous  for  a  Northern  man  to  be  squinting  about  in  that 
countr3'  I  thought  this  might  accidentally  be  of  some  value,  and  there- 
fore embraced  this  opportunity. 
Yours,  respectiuUy, 

Lewis  Eckel, 
mi  North  Third  street,  Philadelphia. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 


Report  of  Gaptai?)  Eagk,  V.  A'.  Navy^  commarkding  U.  S.  Ship 
Santee^  of  tlie  miling  of  that  vmnel  from  Hampton  Rmtda  for  the 
€hdf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Frwate  Santee,  July  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  frigate  Santee  under  my 

command,  left  Hampton  Roads  this  day  at  12  o'clock,  and  proceeded 

to  sea  on  her  way  to  join  the  blockading  squadron  commandea  b^  Flag- 

Officer  William  Mervine.     We  discharged  the  pilot  at  5  p.  m.  this  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  if  the  Natyy,  Wasktvgtofi,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Strong,  U.  S.  JV<ii*y^  rex/ardinq  a^airj*  at  SL 
Marh*,  J^la.,  and  caj^ture  <f  the  nloop  George  li.  Sloat. 

IT.  S.  S.  Mohawk, 
Off  St  Jlarl^i,  Fhi..  July  P2,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  June  lo,  I  left  Key  West  for 
this  place  and  arrived  on  the  22d  ultimo. 

On  the  following  morning  I  sent  the  dechinitioii  of  l)lockade  on 
shore  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

The  secessionists  have  erected  a  battcMT  at  about  50  yards  from 
the  light-house,  mounting  twoH^-poundcrHand  two  brass  12-p<)undei*s, 
manned  by  from  75  to  1(X)  men;  the  fort  is  built  of  logs  of  wood, 
boarded  on  the  outside  and  tilled  in  with  sand. 

A  light-draft  steamer,  drawing  S  or  i*  feet  of  water,  with  a  couple 
of  heavy  guns  on  board,  could  tiike  the  fort  perfectly  easy,  if  it  should 
be  thought  desirable. 

After  waiting  here  for  several  da3's,  and  hearing  nothing  from  Miss 
Smith,  or  the  messenger  that  1  sent  from  Key  West,  1  concluded  my 
letter  had  not  reached  her,  and  as  there  was  no  possibility  of  commu- 
nicating with  her,  except  under  a  flag  of  truce  (sne  )>eing  at  Newport), 
I  sent  a  note  to  her  on  the  29th  of  June,  telling  her  that  1  had  a  letter 
and  money  for  her,  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  her  to  come  otT 
and  get  it.  I  also  said  her  friends  were  anxious  for  her  return,  and 
that  my  cabin  was  at  her  service. 

The  commanding  officer  at  the  fort  said  the  note  sliould  lu'  forwarded 
to  the  lady. 
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On  the  8th  instant  1  roci'ivod  tlic  pnilost^-fl  letter  from  the  governor 
of  tlio  Stjitt',  Ijruuglit  to  nie  uiidov  ^n^s  of  triue.  juul  al-^o  ii  llot<^  frtuii 
Aliss  Smith,  askinyf  mo  to  (ielivrr  iho  Icltrr  iirul  tnuiiy  ihiiitky  to  Mr. 
Novcs,  to  whose  rnre  it  wa«  direrted.  I  did  so.  and  hiiv*'  lirard  noth- 
ing from  thero  sim-o.  The  note  to  Mi-^s  Smitli,  iiiKtead  of  being  sent 
to  lier,  wa^  lirst  sent  to  the  governor. 

On  the  5th  instiint,  euptiired  the  sloop  frfttyr  B.  ^Untt.,  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade  (for  the  second  time  since  I  arrived  off  the  port). 

There  were,  as  passengers,  od  Iwrnrd,  the  hidy,  three  children,  and 
two  servant**  of  Adjutant-General  Ilolland,  of  Florida;  Mrs.  II. 
cluimed  the  t!ag  to  be  private  property,  anil  .secured  it  to  her  [ler- 
son.  As  I  could  not  possess  it  without  using  violence  to  n  lady,  and 
she  in  a  very  delicsite  situation,  I  deteriniiu-a  to  let  it  go.  J  Iiiuded 
the  family  at  the  fort,  and  have  the  captain  and  crew  or  the  sloop  on 
lx>ard  this  vessel.  The  captain  and  at  h'.ast  one  of  his  men,  two,  I 
think  (from  eviilence  that  I  have),  Iielotig  to  the  secession  Army. 

In  your  instnictions  to  me,  you  direct  me  to  send  all  prizes  to  the 
nearest  Northern  ]><>rt  f<»r  adjudi<*ution.  This  sloop  is  not  worth  the 
expense,  and  instc^ad  of  sending  her  north,  1  would  respectfully  reijuest 
to  be  allowed  to  tuke  her  to  Key  \Ve«t  for  adjudication,  as  we  have  a 
UniU'd  States  <'onsul  there.  Pie-awe  direct  nie  alst)  what  disposition  I 
shiill  nmUe  of  the  prisoners. 

Colonel  Williams,  the  ofheer  who  Iimught  nio  the  note  from  the 
governor,  iriformed  me  that  thcv  (the  seces.sionists)  Inid  taken  two 
schooners  at  Odar  Keys,  with  Lieutenant  Selden,  t^  8.  Navy,  and 
18  men.  I  think  there  must  be  some  mistake.  There  is  l>nt  one 
lieutenant  of  that  name  in  tlie  service,  oral  least  on  the  Navv  Kegister, 
and  he  is  retired.  But  the  colonel  was  positive  that  they  had  a 
lieutenant  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  as  prisoner. 

There  is  a  shoal  that  makes  off  this  coast  all  the  way  from  South 
West  Cape  to  Ce<lar  Keys,  from  5  to  8  miles  from  the  land,  with  a 
channel  on  the  inside  f()r  vessels  drawing  6  feet  of  water;  that  chan- 
nel is  used  for  boats  and  small  emft,  to  conunutiieali!  aUmg  the  const 
and,  it  may  1m\  for  transporting  munitions  of  war  also. 

[t  is  irupossibte  for  me,  in  this  vessel,  to  prevent  it,  for  I  can  not 
approach  the  shore  witbiu  4  miles,  on  ai'couut  of  the  draft  <tf  water, 
and  even  if  I  c<»uld  it  would  be  to  no  purpose,  except  to  nuu'tify  and 
disgrace,  for  b  knots  under  steam  alone  is  all  that  can  bi^  gotten  out  of 
this  vessel  in  her  present  condition,  anil  with  a  good  breeze  the  .sails 
will  add  from  ii  to  2  knots*. 

I  consider  her  very  inefficient  for  this  iluty  in  her  present  state. 

I  untierstand  they  are  building  a  buttery  at  Cedar  Keys,  intending 
to  mount  four  :i4-pounders  ui>on  it,  and  the  guns  are  now  on  the  way. 

1  shall  be  obligetl  to  leave  here  on  the  y5tb  instant  and  go  to  Key 
West  for  water,  in  case  I  am  not  supplied  by  that  time. 

We  have  two  light  cases  of  scurvy  on  buai-d.  \\'ith  that  exception 
our  ofKcers  and  crew  are  in  good  health. 

Not  a  single  vessel  has  appean-d  off  the  coast  aince  my  arrival,  with 
the  exception  of  occasionally  a  .small  .sailboat  close  under  the  laml,  and 
there  arc  no  vessels  in  port 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  H.  Strong, 
LieHienant,,  Cmnmandmtj, 

Fliig-0$cer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Couiinaiidiug  Guif-Blovhidiuy  JSi/aadrwu 
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{Kiirl4Mnin!.l 

Kxi-x^UTivE  Okpaktment, 

Tultaho^^,  July  S,  18€1, 
Srar  Your  note  sent  to  Miss  Smith  by  the  flag  of  truce  btt8  been 
duly  forwiirdcMl  to  that  huly. 

Mi.ss  Smith  am  not  he  permittod  to  vif*it  your  vossol,  hut  she  can 
appoint  any  person  she  sees  proj>er  to  receive  any  property  for  her. 

She  will  he  furnished  with  any  papers  from  this  aepurtment  that 
will  insure  her  respect  antl  sufeeuai*(l  to  her  friends  lu  the  United 
States  if  nhe  desires  to  return  to  tue  Northern  country. 

But  whether  she  stays  hrre  ur  returns  to  her  friends,  he  assured 
bhe  will  receive  all  the  attention  and  security  that  all  ladies  receive  in 
the  Southern  States. 

I  am,  Bir,  very  reapeetfully, 

M.  S.  Pbkry. 
Lieutenant  Strong, 

Vwnmanding  U*  S»  S,  Mo/unok,  of  SL  Markn. 


Jhdract  iog  of  the  U,  S.  S,  Witter  ^yUcK  Lieutenant  W^Uiam  Rmu^ 

July  ii?,  1861. — East  Pa^s,  Santa  Ro8a  Island,  Florida.  At  4 :  50  a.  m. 
sent  second  cutter  ashore  armed.  When  near  the  heaeit  the  boat  was 
fired  upon  hy  a  party  of  alK>ut  2b  men;  cutter  returned  to  the  ship 
inHuediat4;ly.  No  one  hurt.  At*J:30  got  underway  and  steamed  in 
toward  the  land;  called  all  hands  to  quarters.  Srnt  the  tirst  cutter 
ashore  with  Lieutenant  Eastman  and  II  men.  who  scoured  the  ea.stem 
end  of  the  island.  Erom  8  to  lii  tiryt  cutler  landed  with  men  and  took 
possession  of  a  sloop  lying  inside,  and  commenced  workinjf  it  down 
toward  the  Ea.st  Pass.  It  ^f rounded  sevenil  limes.  From  l:i  to  4  p.  m. : 
Sent  ffi^  and  lirst  cutter  to  assist  in  towing  the  sloop.  Unrounded 
al>out  one-half  mile  inside  Ea^t  Pass  and  was  al^andoned,  aftei'  taking 
out  the  compa^is,  etc. 


OrdfT  of  the  Ree-retary  ff  the  Nfii-v  to  CommanfLr  Stn/f^  i\  .*?.  3flt*y, 
{.^mnmandimj  U.  S,  S.  KeytfUme  iState,  iu  pjytceed  U*  iluty  ht  the  Gulf 
Squad'i^im. 

Navy  Dkpautmknt,  July  U^  IfiOl. 
Sir:  The  IT.  S.  S,  Kffyftt-tme  S'tfite,  under  your  t'onnnand.  is  to  form 
a  mrt  of  the  (Jnlf  Hlockiiding  Stpuidron.  of  whith  Captain  William 
Men-ine  is  tlap^-otlicor.  Vou  will,  therefore,  as  soon  as  she  shall  he  in 
all  resi>e(ts  i-eai-ly  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf  and  ivport  to 
Flag-Otticer  Mervine  for  duty. 

On  the  way  to  Key  West  you  will  keep  on  the  inner  edge  of  the 
Gulf  Stream. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  hefoi*e  sailing  a  complete  muster  roll  of 
the  crew,  and  a  sepai*at<^  list  of  the  olKcers  of  the  Ke^yHUme  iit<U^. 
I  am,  re8|x;ctfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  G.  H.  Scott, 

Cinnmundimj  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  Stai^',  PAifinietphm. . 
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Letter  Jroifi  th^  f^eeret (try  of  tht  Navy  to  Ffag-Officcr  Mermn*'^  U,  S, 
Nory,  tmnftmittrhf/  vMUfutar   lu/hniuUhm  reyard'ttnj   the  Jittintj  of 
venacln  at  JLimhitry,  Germany, 

Navy  Dkpartmknt,  July  Ifi^  IStiL 
Sir:  I  herewith  piicIohp  extract    from  ti  di.s[)utrh  received  by  tbo 
Se<Tet«rv  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul   ut   Ilainburij,  in   relation  to 
the  tittin^  at  that  \)on  of  veiisels  for  the  const  of  Toxas. 
1  am,  reepectfully,  your  obedient  servaiit, 

Gideon  Wellrs. 
Flftg-Officer  Wiluam  Meuvine, 

Vimidij.  ihdf  Bl^Kkadlng  Squndnm^  Key  IFtv*/,  /'A/. 

[Enckiinire.] 

U,  S.  Consulate, 
llamhunj^  June  11^  t861. 
Sib:  Vessels  are  constaiUly  tittiug  out  at  this  port  for  Point  Isabel, 
on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

The  owners  of  the  vessels  and  cargo  seem  confident  of  being  able  to 
make  the  ]K>rt  of  destination  without  meeting  any  obstuclem,  and  come 
to  mc  for  the  itsual  pmxirs. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Anokkson, 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stute,   Watthlnyton^  D.  C, 


(h'Jet'  of  the  Secretary  of  tfu-  Naoy  to  FUtg-  Officer  Mervine^    U.  S. 
Ndvy^  Uephrlny  tht-  r-^trapt  of  the  C.  S.  S,  Smnter, 


f  Navy  DKi'Ain-MENT.  July  75,  IHGU 

Sir:  The  Depfirttnent   regrets  to  learn  that  a  rebel  steamer,  the 
Sumter^  armed  and  littcd  out  at  New  Orleans,  has  ]msi4ed  out  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  has  h<»en  uomniitting  Horious  depredatioua  ou  our  com- 
-     n»erce  in  the  Gulf. 

The  preventing  of  privateers  from  leaving  the  ports  of  the  insur- 
rectionary  Slates  un  tlie  (iulf,  is  an  object  from  which  your  attention 
should  nut  1m^  withdrawn.  The  Uejmrtnient  will  continue  to  add,  wa 
rapidly  us  circumstances  will  permit,  to  the  s<piudron  under  y**"'' 
conimaiid  to  enable  you  Ut  carry  out  efficiently  the  instructions  that 
you  have  roceivt^d. 

It  is  very  dcsimble,  a-s  Huggested  by  the  Department  in  its  letter  to 
vou  of  the  :iNt  ultimo,  that  hulks  should  tie  sunk  in  some  of  the  out- 
lets, either  using  prizes  or  purchasing  vessels  for  the  purpose. 

)No  more  privateers  miiat  be  permitted  to  make  their  way  into  the 
Gulf. 

Wouhl  it  not  be  well  to  take  n  jwsition  in  the  Mis:iis.sippi  alx>vc  the 
Passes  and  erect  a  shore  btittery  (  By  this  means  the  egrc3.s  of  veasels 
would  be  entirely  prohibited. 

I  am,  very  renpcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

kFlag-Officer  Wiluam  MERvrxE,  ^^m 
Cominandiny  Gulf  Blockadiny  Syumir&n*                                        ^^^ 
-    ' ■ 
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Order  from  Fh(f-f>fivei'  Meri'ltu'^  U.  S.  Ntii^t/,  to  Commdndf^A 

U.  (b.  Nitm/y  rtyttrdimj  jiriwrntTM  and  jtrizt^H  ond  t^njotnitnj  tht*  r'/^il->| 
he  hiockiide  of  Galve^Um^  Ttist. 

FlAOSHIT   C-lJlXlRAlX*, 

Off  FffH  PtU'k^n^.  July  J0\  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  U»  afknowlndjrt?  tlio  ivrt'ptioti  of  yuurroiuiminitation  of 
thr  Sth  iiisUmt.  Th(i  DrpiirtiiH'iit  wi.shoHj'ou  to  rnportin  reference  to 
ttie  merits  of  the  Knicrsoii  windla.'^.s.  iu  uso  on  your  vessel.  In  leply  i 
to  the  i|ueries  iu  your  letter  already  referi"ed  (o,  I  hax'e  to  make  the 
fullowiiij^^  answers:  All  prisoners  wlio  refuse  to  swcur  allejrianeo  to 
tlie  United  Stati-s,  and  hiho  to  {jivo  tlu^ir  |>aroIc  of  honor  not  to  bear 
amis  against  the  Goi'crnmcnt,  either  on  land  or  water,  iiiuKt  lje  re-J 
tained  as  prisoneri?  of  war,  and  sent  to  mo  Ijv  the  first  public  eon- 
vcyanec.  All  prizes  of  no  value  should  be  sunk  in  such  a  manner aa 
bcBt  to  obstruet  the  navigation  of  the  rebels,  using  these  means  as  assist- 
ints  in  the  bloL-kadiug  scrvieo.  Care  should  bo  taken,  however,  tu 
preserve  all  the  goods  and  papers  in  such  veasols,  to  be  sent  to  Key 
West  for  adjudieation. 

All  documents  seized,  of  any  public  natnro  or  importance,  munt  be 
sent  to  me.  Strictly  private  letters  may  be  sent  on  shore  under  a  tlag 
of  truio.  The  express  ntatter  spoken  of,  you  will  examine  and  .send 
on  to  me  anything  of  a  vutuitble  or  mifilic  nature  therein  contained. 
It  is  necessary  that  the  blockade  established  should  be  a  thorough  and 
etfective  one.  Your  great  object  will  be  to  effectively  Idoekaae  the 
port  of  Galveston,  not  moving  from  thence,  as  thttt  would  destroy  the 
nlockade  as  to  foreigncr>s.  Our  own  vessels  attempting  to  enter  or 
come  out  arc  good  prizes  and  maybe  captured  by  your  tenders.  I 
am  exiH^eting  a  supply  of  coal,  but  can  not  tell  when  it  will  be  here. 
Use  economy,  therefore,  in  the  consumption  of  the  supply  you  now 
have. 

I  have  no  24-pounder  howitzers  that  you  can  have  for  uiounliug  on 
the  Shiirk'\  that  ])roject  will  have  to  be  abandoned.     * 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mebvine, 
Fhig- Officer^  Coiiiviandhuj  Gulf  Blockadimj  S'/utidrmi. 

Commander  Jamks  Aldkn,  LT.  S.  Navy, 

Of/7fnna7idi7t(/  U.  S.  S.  i^ntth  Vfsr(di-na» 


RepiiTt  of  Plag-OffiAWT  Mt-rt'liu^  (.'.  S.yapy^jYf/ftrd/nfft/tvi^ra/t/uittan 
fttfrtuifiiny  to  hln  comimntd. 

No.  12.  J  U.  8.  Flaoshtp  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Pul'rfiH,  July  17,  186 1 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  i^cceipt  of  dispatches  from 
the  Department.     *     •     • 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  station  on  the  15th 
instant,  of  the  steam  frigate  Colorado,  and  the  transfer  of  my  flag  to 
her  on  the  16th  instant 

The  prize  schoon4»r  Sam,  Houston^  in  charge  of  Acting  Maater 
Rodney  Baxter,  arrived  here  on  the  15th  instant,  with  a  dispatch* 


•See  p.  676. 


I 
I 

I 


GCO'   BLOOKADINa    SQITADBON.  589 

from  Commander  James  Alden,  dated  the  8th  iustant,  a  copy  of  which 
is  finclospd. 

Tht>  verv  pfficiont  manner  in  whirh  L'ommiirulors  Alden  niui  Smith 
have  performed  the  duties  iiai^igned  them  is  worthy  of  commendation. 
They  nave,  however,  j^reater  facilities  for  making'  aiptures  than  other 
commanilorH  of  the  8quadron,  their  own  vpHnelH  }m\n^  of  lif^ht  draft, 
and  l>einpr  assisted  hy  vessels  Ihey  liave  i-aptured  and  HiuhI  out  with  a 
heavy  tT'^"  *^"^  ^  prize  crew.  If  all  the  vessels  recently  purfliaNeti  for 
hloekading  purposes  were  well  supplied  with  hoats  and  howitaei-s, 
tlio  wht)le  coastwise  commerce  <ouUl  he  destroyed. 

The  Jff-HMt'ii^/j/j}/' cnmty  out  with  only  one  small  howitzer,  and  thi8 
vessel  has  but  two,  and  only  one  lx>at  carriage,  althoug'h  she  should 
have  four  howitzers  and  carriajjes.  Other  vessels  are  even  in  worse 
condition.  I  speak  of  llu-se  matt^Ts  with  no  disposition  to  complain, 
for  1  know  thepi"opor  DeiMvrtnu'nt  ran  not  meet  the  requisitions  made 
upon  it,  hut  if  lam  expected  to  put  a  stop  to  this  coastwise  intercourse 
with  no  greater  means  than  I  have  at  my  disposal,  I  desire  that  these 
fai'ts  should  he  duly  considered  in  measurin]^  the  success  which  results 
from  my  exertions. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  my  best  energies  shall  he  directed  t^  carry  out 
the  wishes  of  the  Department. 

I  ci)ntcmplatcd  an  expedition  to  Ship  Island  to  dislodge  the  rebels  at 
that  point,  and  had  made  applicurion  to  Odonel  lirown  for  two  rifle/J 
cannon  for  that  purpose,  hut  my  plans  liave  been  frustrated  by  the 
nouan-ival  of  the  N«t<j<ira.  Hy  a  aispatch  from  Captain  McKean,  of 
that  vessel,  1  leurn  that  he  has  ititcllijrencc  that  the  privateer  Suintrr\i\\ii 
captured  seven  vessels  and  taken  them  into  a  port  on  the  south  side  of 
Cuba.  He  considered  that  fact  suthcient  to  justify  a  departure  from 
the  orders  I  had  j^iven  him,  and,  witii  the  (^rnttndet\  had  pone  in  search 
of  the  privateer.  1  leave  this  matter  for  your  consideration,  with  the 
remark,  that  thoutfh  orders  should  l>e  obeyed,  yet.  in  the  same  circum- 
stances, I  should  have  adopted  his  course. 

From  infifnnalion  derived  from  ^^Jlo^el  Williams,  of  therel>el  forces 
who  visited  the  steamer  Mi*hairk  under  a  \\\k\^  of  truce,  I  learn  that 
Lieut(*muit  Selden,  of  the  Kedeml  Navy,  in  charge  of  two  prize  vessels 
ordert^d  to  Key  We^t,  was  captured  with  hts  prizes  and  crews  at  C'edar 
Keys.  What  he  was  dointr  at  that  place  is  beyond  my  comprehension, 
unlesfj  indeed,  he  designecfiy  placea  himself  in  a  favorable  position  to 
be  captured.  The  enclosed  copy  of  u  eommuuication*  f  r<^im  Lieutenant 
Strong,  of  the  Mohairk^  will  show  the  result  of  his  negotiation  in  refer- 
ence to  Miss  Smith  at  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

I  shall  send  to-morrow  the  Waiter  M^itch  with  a  supply  of  water  to 
the  Mohawk-. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine. 
I^ng- Officer y  Commanding  G-nlf  Blockadimj  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy^  Waahingtmi^  D.  €, 

*8e6p.584. 
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Lett^tfrom  the  SecretAiryftftht'NwfnjUt  dtptahi  McKmuy  LJ.  .S.  -V/Jfy^J 
rtfmmandiujf  U.  S.  S^  yiagarti,  cmnintvidf'm/  hitt  iwtion  in  purHuin^\ 
the  C,  S.  S.  SumU-r. 

'Havy  Department,  Jtdy  i7,  ISSi. 
Sir:  The  Defjartiucnt  lias  received  your  letter  of  the  i»th  in^ttunt.  and| 
fulU*  «p]>rt)ve«  (jf  yoiM"  roinse  in  proceeding  with  the  Xlagoi'ii  and 
Crumider  in  Kcarch  of  (he  piratiail  .steiimor  Siwittr. 
1  am  re8i>ectfully,  your  obedient  aer\*ant, 

GiriRON  Welles. 

C-aptainWM.  W.  McKean, 

Coinmaud'nuf  IT.  ,S.  tS,.J^M(/ftni^  Key  R^jj/,  ^'/rt. 


Rejiort  of  yUty-OjHrtr  Mendnr.^  U,  S-  Naf^y^  tram^mittifw  rt^puant  t*f 
Acting  Miutt:}'  lin/ihal/^  U.  S.  Nary^  in  cnnntvtion  with  pritjioted 
i^&tring  of  the  Pcus8e»  ot  the  mouth  of  the  Mi/tsiiUfippi  Hiot^r. 

Flaoshit  Coloraim). 
Off  Fort  Pirhmt^,  July  17,  JS6L 
Sir:  Actiui;;  Master  George  Kiinlviill  rcportn  to  me  tliat  he  <*an  not 
carry  out  the  views  of  the  Dcpiirlnient  relative  to  deepening  the 
Passes  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  until  tht-  autiimnul  rains  shall  have 
given  greater  force  to  the  current  of  the  river,  hut  more  especially 
because  he  is  entirely  destitute  of  the  iniplcments  and  umU;rials  wito 
which  to  work.  I  enclose  his  coniiniiniiation  to  me  on  the  subject, 
and  as  1  can  soe  no  possible  reason  for  his  making  a  longer  Htay  in  this 
region.  I  liaxc  permitted  him,  according  to  his  own  rwiucst,  to  take 
pasj^agc  to  New  York  in  llic  sti^aincr  State  of  (rfo/yitt. 

riave  the  honor  to  he,  \eiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mkrvink, 
J^A/|/  t^^orr^  Cmmmmdiny  G-idf  BtorJcadiuy  Sqiwdn*n. 

Hfm.  Crii>KON  Weij.b«, 

S&.Tttan/oft/t*'jyary,  Wa«hi nfjt*m ,  1),  O, 

IKueluMjru.] 

U.  S.  Frioate  Colokado, 
ffff  Sfnitfi  Horn  hliwd.  duty  lu,  ISt>J. 
Sik:  1  undei-slwnd  tluit  the  Passes  at  the  mouths  of  Mississippi  are 
so  filled  in  l»y  the  ntnd  lumps  which  have  risen  up  that  it  will  l>e 
impossible  for  me  to  pilot  your  vessels  of  war  over  the  l>ar  until  I  shall 
have  blasted  them  out. 

To  effort  (his,  I  require  a  variety  of  api)ani(us,  viz.  a  galvanic  bat- 
tery, canisters  of  powder  for  submarine  blasting,  and  suitable  wires, 
with  *»ther  appropriate  fixtures.  I  can  procure  these  requisites  in 
New  York  City-  I  do  not  know  of  any  place  nearer.  I  also  think  it 
imporlanr  that  I  should  oversee,  myself,  the  prt>curing  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  same.  From  my  experience  in  blasting  out  the  Pass  & 
rOutre,  in  the  fall  of  1858,  1  shall  be  best  satisfied  with  my  personal 
supervision  of  the  preparation  for  a  similar  enterprise  again. 
1  have  the  honor  to  l»e  your  obtidient  servant, 

Geo,  Kimball, 
Acting  Mttslcr,  C  S.  Navy» 


Flae-OffiuT  Wm.  Mervine, 


r. 


tie  Coiorado. 


OULF    BL4iCKADtNa    HQUADBOK.  591 

Meport  of  lAeiitenant  Bntifi^  f\  S.  yaiyy^nyttrt/tTi^thetytpturroftA^ 
«l<fiij.t  Bt'(ft\  o^'  Tomjui^  FUi. 

SCIIOONEB  WaNUEREU, 

Kf-y  KW,  July  W,  18(J1. 
Sib:  1  have  to  inform  you  that,  as  senior  naval  olHoor  present  in  this 
port,  I.  in  thr  afUM  ihmhi  of  llio  15th  in.-itant,  seize*!  as  a  prize  the  sloop 
BtUf\  of  (»5  tons,  for  viuSjitinjj:  the  hloekade.  When  you  were  here 
you  ffftve  her  ix-rmixsion  Ut  jro  to  ('aioosiiliatehee  Kiver.  in  eoiiforinity 
with  a  contract  iniule  hv  the  owner  and  C'aptain  Hunt,  enjijiin-rr.  to 

f)rovure  .sonu'  puhiu  tto  loj^  Uyr  lM)rtTayh>r.  Shewfiit  to'Iatiipaand 
aoded  .^onu"  ten  p!i,>senjreri*.  and  in  eoniintf  out  ran  from  the  boat  of 
the  i'uy/rr  Htationt^d  olF  K|t(inont  Ke\'.  The  ('ityh'v  was  at  the  time 
aground,  and  .sent  her  hoiit  in  eha^e.  I  have  turned  her  over  to  the 
court  for  adjudi<-atfon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  L.  Breese, 

Lieuienani^  U,  S.  Navy, 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mkrvinb. 

Coinmandhuj  Gulf  Bl»Mhidh\ij  Sqmidroti. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  f/if  JVnry  to  FUig-  OJioer  3fermney  U.  8, 
Navy^  irnnttnuttruy  ciffofular  infmnnti/m  frrna  L(rnd«m  r&jardin^ 
the  7ii(fVtfmeiifjf  of  fAt-  vhlp  Peter  Marcy. 

Navy  Department,  July  20^  1861. 
Sir;  The  Secretary  of  State  has  suhmitted  to  this  DepartnH-ht  a  dis- 
patch from  tlio  r.  S.  t'on.-ul  nt  Ivoiidon,  statinfj  that  the  American  ship 
J'ffitfr  Mfff-rt/.,  (if  ;»n'i  from  New  (.)rl<*ans,  arnved  in  that  port  on  the 
23d  of  .InuL^  witli  a  ivj^i^trr  and  cU'aranic  issued  utidi'r  the  assumed 
authority  of  Ihr  so-cjilletl  Confederate  Stati's,  and  'ii^anntf  the  flag 
adopted  l>y  those  States.  Of  course  such  a  rej^isler  and  such  a  clear- 
ance, OH  well  a«  the  fla^,  are  entirel>*  unauthorized,  and  the  /''/(*r 
Marcy,  or  any  vi^awd  wiUi  such  a  register,  clearance,  and  flag,  should 
be  at  oTU-e  seized. 

Your  particuhir  attention  is  invited  to  the  J\irr  Marry,  should  any 
of  the  w<]iiadroii  umrler  your  connnand  fall  in  with  her,  ami  to  any  vea- 
sel  under  similiir  usstfcwlions. 

I  am.  resiH'ctt'nliy.  yr)ur  ol>edient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Othcer  William  Mrkvine, 

Commandimj  fruJf  Squadron^  Key  Wettt^  Fla. 


Letter  frotti  //*#*  Secretary  of  the  Xairy  to  Khy-Officer  Mer^ine^  U.  S. 
Navy^fortrardin^  Infortnathn  teynrding  tlie  0.  S,  S.  Smnter. 

Navy  Department,  July  W,  2861. 
Sib:  Your  attention  isespecially  called  to  the  following  extnu-t  fi"om  a 
letter  addre.s.s«Kl  to  the  Departtnent  Ity  the  honorahle  Secretary  of  State: 

This  Department  haa  relialilb  information  from  New  Orleans  that  the  privateer 
Siumier  expcc^lH  to  mtM^t  two  Kn^lii^h  vi_'S)>oIh  with  umiB  for  the  South. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  William  Meuvine. 

Comnuinding  Gulf  Blockading  S^tadron,  Key  West^Fla^ 
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Order  of  the  Seeretai  y  of  the  Nam  to  Flag-  OMcer  Mervine^  Z7.  S.  JVaoy, 
regarding  vessels  to  be  sent  north  for  repairs. 

Navy  Department,  Juli/  Wy  1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  Nos.  7  and  8  and  their  sev- 
eral enclosures. 

As  ^our  squadron  enlarges  you  can  exercise  3' our  discretion  about 
ordering  the  Brooklyn  and  St.  Louis  home,  directing  them  to  proceed 
to  PhiMelphia. 

Boilers  for  the  Wyandotte  and  Crusader  arc  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction at  New  York,  and  will  be  finished  in  a  month  or  six  weeks. 

You  will  therefore  order  those  vessels  to  that  port  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  spared,  or  in  time  to  receive  their  boilers  and  refit. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  AVelles. 
Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadron^  Key  West. 


Letter  front  Major  French,  IL  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officei' McKean^  U.S. 
Navy^  gimng  information  regarding  a  schooner  in  Caloosahat-chee 
River. 

Headquarters  Troops, 

Key  West,  July  W,  1861. 

Captain:  I  have  direct  and,  as  1  believe,  the  most  reliable  informa- 
tion that  a  schooner  fitted  out  as  a  slaver  is  in  the  Oaloosahatchee 
River,  awaiting  to  fill  its  crew  and  also  for  lettei-s  of  marque  from 
Montgomery. 

Her  appointments,  1  am  told,  are  full,  and  she  ifs  reatly  to  sail  as 
soon  as  the  above  commissions  are  supplied. 

She  lavs  behind  a  point  of  land  in  a  bend  of  the  river  1*2  miles  from 
its  mouth. 

Her  draft  is  6  feet,  and  no  vessel  drawing  more  than  that  can  reach 
her,  as  that  is  the  deepest  water  at  high  tide. 

Had  you  not  arrived  this  morning,  1  would  have  dispatched  a  light- 
draft  vessel,  with  boats  and  detachment  of  50  men,  to  capture  her. 

At  Punta  Rasa  there  is  8  feet,  and  the  same  at  Sanibel  Bar. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  called  in  person,  but  as  I  am  anxious  to 
furnish  to  you  the  information  early.  I  will  reserve  it  until  the  Niagara 
comes  to  the  wharf. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant,  . 

Wm.  H.  French, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Army. 

Captain  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 

I  am  not  aware  that  anyone  knows  the  above  except  my  informant, 
and  any  expedition  stiould  be  started  in  secrecy,  there  is  such  facility 
here  for  comunicating  our  movements. 


I 
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n:Jit^rlu(f  klin.    from   further  dntif  ht   roopf^rttlloii  with  tht^  army  at 

Fm-t  Pichen%,  Fla. 

Navy  Depaktment,  July  SiS^  1861, 

Sir:  Your  roninmnit-ationH,  imiiib<»i*cd  y»  10,  nud  11,  havo  been 
received. 

I  havo  hud  an  interview  with  the  Pivstdent  in  i-clation  to  the  order 
issued  to  Colonel  lirown  last^pHng,  nihtded  to  in  yourdispatch  No.  9, 
and  am  dire(!t*?d  hy  him  to  Hay  to  you  that,  the  exigency  whirh  then 
existed  Imviiij^  |«isHed.  the  extni  d»*iiminl  on  the  Navy  for  lalior  and 
HOrvicfs  tlitil  du  not  proptHly  iK-Ionj^  U\  it  to  ri-nder.  is  no  lonnrttr  to  be 
coutiiuied.  and  that  you  will  consider  yourself  relieved  therefrom, 
The  Depiirtuient  ran  not  oixlisr  a  lleet  captain  to  your  (lagship,  a« 
requrstod  in  your  No.  11,  but  aN  Ijieutonant  Commandinj^  Koneken- 
dorff  will  hv  prr>nK)tod  this  session  of  C'ongT(»ss,  there  l>oinf;!*  a  vacancy 
for  him,  you  are  authorized  to  transfer  him  to  your  tiajjship  and  aasigu 
him  such  duty  as  you  think  j)roper. 

In  reference  to  the  three  ne'Toes  alludoil  to  in  your  No.  10,  who 
escaped  from  the  shore  to  the  7/nntxrt7/e^  the  Department  would  say 
it  hi  not  tiie  ixdicy  of  the  Government  to  invite  or  encourage  this  class 
of  desertions. 

But  you  raav,  for  the  present,  let  them  remain  on  board  and  employ 
them  as  usefully  as  poHsiblc. 

I  am,  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(tidkon  Wkllrs. 

FU^j-Officcr  Wtu.iam  Mervine, 

CotHiffuinHn'j  Gulf  BlockadliHj  Smmdnm.^  Key  Went,  /'7a.  , 


Hfiffttrt  ttf  Fltu/'Offiivr  Jferrin^^  (J.  S.  jVury^  nytinUny  tjcneral  mattes 
It^rtnining  tft  hitt  nnnm'ind. 

No.  13]  Kingship  Coi>orado, 

ft  Off  F^i  l*U'.ken^.  July  22,  186U 

'  Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  3'ou,  the  IJ.  S.  corvette 
MtUrilfmitiu^  Captain  (ilviui,  arrived  at  this  anchomj»^e  short  of  pro- 
visions. Thestorcship  fi'h-nsv  being- absent  supplying  the  lilockaaing 
vessels  at  other  points.  I  was  unable  to  atFord  any  assistance  to  Cap- 
tain Glynn,  who  has  gune  to  Key  West.  He  reports  his  oflicers  and 
crew  in  a  sicklv  state,  which  he  attributes  to  the  foul  eiuidit.ion  of  his 

•  ship's  hold.  He  reports  having  spoken  a  nriiio  of  the  U.  8.  8.  South 
CuroiiiKi  off  (talveston,  ordered  to  Key  *Ve,**t.  The  officer  in  com- 
mand stated  tliut  the  steamer  had  hevend  prizes  in  addition  to  those 
enumerated  in  the  prize  list  enclostnl  in  inv  la-;t  dispatch.  The  South 
Curolina  has  been  assisted  by  captured  ligljt-draft  rebel  vessels  which 

thave  been  armed  with  howitzers. 
A  tender  to  this  siiuadmn  is  much  needed,  to  carrv  orders  and  to 
enable  me  to  know  the  want.s  of  the  several  vcwels  and  their  transac- 
actions.  For  want  of  such  aid.  I  have  l>een  obliged  to  use  the  mail 
steamer  Water  Witch  to  carry  water  to  the  steamer  Moh^twk  off  8t. 
Marks.  A  captured  vessel  wius  sent  to  me  from  the  commander  of  the 
tatter  ve^ssel  to  inform  me  that  lie  would  be  obliged  to  leave  his  station 
unless  water  was  furnished  him  b)'  the  d5th  instant. 

y  w  R— VOL  16- 38 


594  GTTLF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

1  was  no  lees  surprised  at  bin  l>oing  8bort  of  wator  than  at  his  send- 
ing here  for  a  nupply,  when  the  passage  to  Key  West  or  'I'ortugas 
could  have  l>ccn  made  in  a  shorter  time.  I  have  already  informed  the 
Department  of  my  Hending  the  Tn/W-rt-vr  to  the  blockading  vessels 
with  coal  and  water,  and  that  I  bad  detailed  two  officers  and  a  erew  of 
eight  men  to  man  her.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  heard  whether  my  action 
in  thih  eatic  meets  witli  the  approval  of  the  Deimrtaient.  If  supplied 
with  a  heavier  piece  of  ordnance  than  she  now  carrie8  8bc  would  uuike 
a  capital  tender  for  t!»e  Bfpiadron. 

Great  difficulty  i.s  experienced  in  .supplying  the  demand  from  the 
HteAmerH  for  engineerif.  A  number  nhould  l>r  went  out,  in  re.serve» 
subject  to  my  orders. 

•  "♦  *  »  ♦  »  • 

I  have  the  iionor  to  rejwrt  the  following  aw  the  pi*eKent  diK|X)Hition 
of  the  vessels  composing  this  squa^iron: 

OniJfadef.  at  Key  Weijt;  Mmittiomery^  off  Amlacliicola;  Mohttirk\ 
off  St.  Marks;  B.  R.  <7My/t'r,  off  Tampa  Bay;  lfed!n</f/^^,  off  east  cud 
Santa  Rosa  Island;  Colorados  off  Fort  Pickens;  MijtMinninpi^o'R  Mobile; 
Ilunt»t'i'l/f^  off  Mobile;  Miimaehusetta^  near  Ship  Island;  JVuiffrir/t^ 
ordered  off  South  West  PasM,  Mississippi  IHivor|;  Sf.  L^fuu^  off  Kast 
and  South  Eiust  Pass,  Mississippi  [River];  /inNil/t/n^  off  Pass  K  rOutre; 
Pmehatftn^  off  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  (Kivcr|;  South  Curttlina, 
off  Galveston;    Wahr  THVe/f,  mails. 

I  regret  to  report  that  by  a  note  from  Colonel  Rrown,  I  learn  that 
Mark  Hoothby,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  X/'af/ara.  left  at  Fort  Pickens 
to  perform  guard  duty,  deserted  to  the  enemy  on  the  14th  instant. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervinr, 
Fhg-OJii^er^  Cmnmanding  Chtlf  Bfor-katfing  Squtiffroti, 

Hon.  Gn)EON  Wei.i.ks, 

Secretanf  t)f  th*'  Namj.  Washington^  D.  C. 


B^poHt^ lAeutenant  Bonvk'i-fidtfvfy  U.  S.  Xtn*}/^  commanding  V,  t*^.  S. 
Water  WUch,  regarding  (h*'  jnovemcntvi  vf  that  veMd. 

U.  8.  S.  Water  Witch, 

Knj  W^Hf,  July  2/r.  JH61. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  conmiimicntion  of  June  8tb  from  this  place,  I 
have  l>een  engaged  in  bhx'kading  otf  Mobile  Ray,  Pt'usacola  Harbor, 
and  Ea.st  Pass  of  Santa.  Rosa. 

1  left  Fort  Pickens  on  the  iHth  instant  and  communicated  with  the 
Mont<ffnut'nj  off  AiJfllachicola,  Mohatrlc,  at  St.  Marks,  and  R.  R.  Cuy- 
Ar,  at  'I'ampa  I^iy. 

1  shall  remain  here  for  a  week  to  have  some  repairs  done  to  the 
engine,  and  then  proceed  to  Matanzas.  Cuba,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  FlagOiHcer  Mervine.  All  well  on  board,  and  the  health  of  Key 
West  is  good. 

I  h&vo  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ronckkndobfk, 

Lie^tteniwt,  C^ymmanding* 

Hon.  Gideon  Wem.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^  Wa^hinyton^  D.  O, 
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Chifer  of  O&mmondet  AkUm^  U.  S.  N^nvy^  to  LieuUmant  Kntxr^  U.  S. 
-zViiry,  tooofMnandaa^editUmfijr  stepping  int^Tfymrsc  between  Snhine 
J?»iMr  and  Nmo  OrleanSy  via  Berwick.  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 
Bhickad'mtj  Stpmdrf>n  off  Oali^aion,  -/"^y  ^^«  h^6t. 
Sir:  I  havp  reason  to  suppose  thut  there  is  a  t^oiiunuuimtion  kept 
up  bv  f*teamerM  bctwocn  the  Sabino  Uiver.  poiiic  Of>  milc-s  to  the  oast- 
ward  of  this  plaep,  and  New  Orleans,  via  lierwirk  IJay,  and  in  view  of 
puttinp  a  stop  to  tliat  intercourse  you  are  hi're)»y  ilirueted  to  proceed 
to-ni|^fht  with  the  piize  M-hooners  Ihwt^  Sharks  and  S*nn.  HouhIov  to 
some  point  Iwyond  the  river,  sav  Caleasicu  Bay,  and  endeavor  to 
capture  the  .steamer  which  it  ia  thoujfht  will  sail  to-morrow  evening 
for  SaHine  River.  The  .schoonersare  wel]  armed,  oncwith  a  :i4-pounder, 
and  theothertwo  withono  l*J-ponnd  howitzereaeh.  Your  whole  force 
will  tonHist  of  35  men,  besides  the  following-named  otficers:  Aetinj^ 
Master  Kenipton,  Master's  Male  Hudson,  Acting;  Assistant  Surfjeon 
Bright,  Ar.tinij  Paymaster  OcmUK  and  Assistant  Knj^ineer  Carnej*. 
Your  p»rty  I  nave  made  stronger  than  I  should  have  done  under  other 
circumstances,  hut  as  theeneitiy  has  sutfered  rousiderahly  at  our  hands 
since  <jur  arrival  here,  I  susix^ct  that  they  would  not  he  so  hold  unless 
they  mnved  under  a  pretty  strong  escort  of  armed  men.  I  mention 
thJH  fact  simply  t<:»  put  you  on  your  guard,  not  doubting  but  that,  by 
a  bold  move  and  mpid  action,  you  will  overcome  any  obstjieli's  you 
may  meet.  It  is  thought  that  three  days  will  he  ampin  for  carrying 
out  this  enterprise,  Jind  1  shall  therefore  expect  you  will  return  at  the 
expiration  of  this  time.  Wishing  you  all  the  success  that  you  caa 
possibly  desire, 

1  am,  resjK'ctfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jamk**  Aldkn, 
Ciiiitnutndrr,  f.  S.  \ovy. 
Sahi:ki.  R.  Knox, 

^irst  Lientenant  and  K-recutln-  Offit^er. 

P.  S.— ^In  regard  to  <^utting  the  steamer  out  of  the  Sabine  River,  if 
she  shiHild  be  disinclined  to  venture  oat  after  you  arrive,  that  must 
be  lefl  erilirtly  to  your  discretion,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
groiuid.  I  uni  livid  there  is  a  battery  covering  this  entrance,  but  if 
you  can,  wilh  the  aid  of  the  little  \}v\7.^  schooner  'Jofn  /JirkM,  which 
will  also  accompany  you,  evtulr  their  vigilance,  success  will,  1  think, 
be  certain;  but  of  that,  as  well  as  all  other  matters  connected  with 
the  exiMHlition,  you  alone,  iifter  leaving  here,  tnust  l)e  the  judge. 
Again  wishing  you  all  the  success  imaginable.  1  am,  in  great  haste. 
Truly,  voui*8, 

J.  A. 

LetUfJh>tfi  the  Secretart^  of  the  Na%ry  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  wUhhijldiiuj  informaiitm  regarding  SeiifUe  resolutum. 

Navy  Department,  July  ^9,  IfiGt. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  tfie  li>th  instant,  reouesting  the  I'resident  of  the  United 
States  to  *'communieat*?  to  the  benate  (if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest)  the  character  of  the  quasi  annistico*  tx>  \(iVi\v\i\vfc  vsiV-fcx-?* 


*See Series  I,  volume  \,  pp.  74-*(H,\U  eU-. 
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in  his  message  of  the  4th  instant,  by  i-cason  of  which  the  commander 
of  the  frigate  Sahhie  refused  to  transfer  the  United  States  troops  into 
Fort  Pickens  in  obedience  to  his  orders;  by  whom  and  when  such 
armistice  was  entered  into;  and  if  any  and  what  action  has  been  taken 
by  the  Government  in  view  of  the  disobedience  of  the  order  of  the 
President  aforesaid,"  has  the  honor  to  report  that  it  is  believed  the 
communication  of  the  information  called  for  would  not  at  this  time 
comport  with  the  public  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Thk  Presidknt  of  the  Unitki>  States. 


Ord<:v  of  the  Serretaru  of  the  Navy  to  Flu^-  0-fficer  Mei'vine,  U.  S. 
Na-vi/^  aidhorizlng  tna  eMahlwhment  of  hatteri^s  for  the  protection  of 
the  PdSHes  in  the  Missimlppi  River, 

Navy  Department,  Jvly  31,  1861, 

Sir:  The  steamer  Rhode  Idand^  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  D. 
Treuchard,  leaves  to-morrow  to  carry  out  the  plan  already  conmiuni- 
cated  to  you  for  regularcomnmnication  with  vessels  of  both  squadrons. 

You  will  give  such  directions  as  will  expedite  her  movements  both 
going  and  coming. 

A  Targe  number  of  naval  guns  sent  out  to  Fort  Pickens  have  been 
landed  at  Tortugas. 

If,  in  3'our  judgment,  it  is  deemed  practicable  to  establish  and  hold  a 
battery  at  or  near  the  Head  of  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  (and  the 
subject  is  most  earnestly  pressed  upon  your  immediate  attention),  you 
are  authorized  to  take  any  ntmiber  of  those  guns  and  construct  such  a 
battery.  An  cngmccr  officer  will  probably  he  detailed  by  the  senior 
army  officer  at  your  I'cquest,  and  laborers  to  assist  might  be  hired  at 
Key*  West. 

The  necessity  of  taking  measures  which  will  effectually  close  the 
river  seems  to  loiive  no  alternative  but  the  construction  of  one  or  more 
batteries,  and  any  expenditures  to  accomplish  this  will  be  approved  by 
the  Department.  Yon  may  send  the  crippled  ships  of  your  squadron 
home  as  early  its  practicable  and  additional  forces  will  be  sent  out  as 
fast  as  they  are  fitted. 

The  SuMfjuehaana  vf\\\  be  retained  on  the  coast  under  Flag-Officer 
Stringham. 

The  Cai/>hrl.d<je  at  Boston  and  the  coal  ships  at  New  York  are  nearly 
read}'. 

The  Keystow  State  is  in  the  West  Indies  in  pursuit  of  the  pirate 
Sumtef'. 

An  appronriation  has  been  asked  for  from  Congress  to  finish  the 
coal  shed  at  Key  West,  repair  the  wharf,  and  construct  a  railway. 
Verj*  respectfull}-,  etc.. 

GiDKON  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervink, 

Cominajidiiig  Gulf  Blockudlny  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the.   StcTt^turi/  f*f  the  Xory  to  Cnptahi   J^>pt\  U.   S,  Navif, 

t^fimmimiintj  [\    S,    S.    Ricfmimnh   to  provfrfl  to  tlutxt  in  thf  (rt/lf 

Stftuidrmu 

Navy  Defabtmknt.  July  J  J,  1861. 

Sie:  When  ready  in  all  respwti*,  i)!^)**^*!]  to  swi  witli  the  RUhnond 
nntl  imss  through  tbft  Mftvuirulnift  fMuriijimriu|  Piissuyt'  to  Kinp*ton, 
rlanitiini  (if  in't'csstin'  to  t^nirh  flirrc  fi>rcimi).  tlit'iue  nhmy  thd  Houtli 
sitii'  of  Culm,  around  Ciipo  Sun  AntiMiio  tr>K)'V  West,  iitid  n*|>ort  to 
FlH|,'-()lljwr  Mcrviiii*  fur  iliUv  in  tin*  (inlf  UKM-kiidint;  Stumdron. 

If,  on  dm  WHV,  voii  slionld  nbljiin  aiiv  infonniilidn  of  imy  pimtii'iil 
VPs.sel.s,  ospcrijiily  tli(_i  iVz/m/.r.  yr>ii  iin*  diri-rt^'d  to  fnllnw  tliein  s<i  long 
aw  your  ooiil  will  permit. 

lou  will  oxmiiino  tho  anchoiiijri'.s  at  tho  inlandM  noiir  your  route. 
I  am,  i-c»pcftfnlly,  your  olwH-lient  sen^ant, 

(tlI)K<»N    WkM.KJ*. 

Captain  John  Pope, 

Commanding  LL  H.Stewm  Slotrj}  Richmond ^  X^tr  >VrX-. 


JSaport  of  Ctfrnmaruier  Atderiy  f/.  <S.  Navy,  t»'it<n'di/tw  an  estpeditUm  for 
reatrictinij  intertwinte  fhrfmyh  lit-ncick  liny. 

U.  8.  S.  South  Cabouna, 
Jilock'adhi^;  Sqtiadron  i>^  ^ifdtvtffon,  Juttj  3t^  1861. 

8ir:  I  have  resppctfuUy  to  rt^port  that  wfirn  Actinia  MiusttM-  liaxtor, 
of  tht^  tender  Sam.  Honniim^  returned  from  Peii.saeohi,  after  eommuni- 
ratinjj  with  yon  from  this  nhip.  ho  passi-d  near  the  Saliine.  River  (a 
harbor  of  some  importiincc  about  HO  mtlos  to  the  ea^stward  of  thin  point) 
and  hjiw.  at  »ome  distanw,  a  steamer  paws  out  and  <liwippear  to  the 
eastward. 

lielicving'  that  there  niijj-ht  besomecominmiicat.inn  kept  up  iM'.tween 
this  point  and  Berwiek  lUiy  i  ininicdiately  titted  out  the  tenders  Dart 
and  Smit.  U"a«t(ms  om*  of  our  prizes,  eaeh  with  a  howitzer  and  1-^  mwi, 
and  went  them  under  the  eharjje  of  our  lir^L  lieutenant^  Mr.  Knox. 
They  returned,  after  an  absence  of  thive  days,  the  time  1  f^ve  them, 
witliout  catehinjj  the  steamer  or  hearing  anvthinir  about  her.  Mr. 
Knux^a  report*  in  herewith  submitted,  and  f  ho]>e,  if  the  expedition 
ntteompli.shed  nothinj^  else^  it  will  make  them  very  cautious  how  they 
venture  on  such  busine.ss  a^rain. 

The  truth  is,  1  think  there  should  be  a  vessel  of  light  draft  in  Atcha- 
falaya,  or  what  is  Ix'tter  known  here  as  Berwick  Bay.  lt.s  importance 
is  second  to  none  on  this  coast,  beeaiLse  comitmnieatioii  is  so  easy  by 
railroad  to  New  Orleans,  and  then  it  is  the  only  o{>eninj»"  for  the  eom- 
nierce  of  the  whole  coast  of  Texa.s.  1  am  informed  that  there  is  now 
a  regular  intercourse  kept  up  between  that  point  and  ports  to  the  south 
of  this,  (Ls  it  will  Imj  seen  they  can  easily  avoid  ua  by  Keeping  well  out 
to  sea  as  they  pa^  this  port. 

Resjjectfully,  sir,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Jasjes  Ai-den, 

Ct/tnni  till  difty. 

Flag-Offioer  Wii.i.mm  Mkii^txk, 

C\nninand<r  ht  Chn-f  (>.  S.  Blitchidhty  S{/widr*m, 

*  Not  neceeeary  to  publuli. 
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R^piii't  Iff  FUuj-fiffit'trr  Merinti^^  U.  S,  N^avy^  regarding  gct%t?i'al  matters 
ami  t fiutHuiittiuy  refxrfUi  and  (locHTfietita. 

No.  14.]  Flagship  CoLoiuix>, 

Of  Fort  Pickem,  Autjii^t  /.  JSCl. 
Siu:  I  huvt^  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  set  of  chartn 
of  the  coiLwt  of  Fliirithi.  Aiiihunm,  MiM8istiit)pi,  and  Texiw,  with  iieeoiu- 
panyintj  dinvtinns  for  tinding  wiilering;  pfaee-s  de?iij{nntpd  thereou.  I 
neg  leiive,  most  re>ipeetfiillv,  to  remark  tliat  nearly  all  the  plaees  iii 
the  neighljorhfKKl  of  the  stalioris  of  the  blockading  ves^selM  whi*re  water 
in  Huflirient  tiuantitirs  rould  he  ohUiined,  with  tht^  exceptidn  of  the 
Missis-sippi  Uiver,  are  either  in  the  immediate  posf^en^ion  of  the  rebels 
or  their  foreeei  are  so  near  at  iiand  as  to  riMidt'r  it  hazardous  to  send  in 
boat**  witliout  an  aimed  vessel  to  ro\'Lr  and  protert  wat*Ting  parties. 
The  DoimrtnitMit  dot's  not,  1  presume,  intend  that  bUM-kadiTig  vessels 
which  no  not  have  diretrt  acoess  to  water,  should  leave  their  stations  to 

i)nKUi'e  it.  Sueh  a  course  would  be  at  variante  with  the  inslrnrtionH 
bav«  reeeived  in  reference  to  the  ]»h)<'ka<le.  Now,  sir,  in  the  absenee 
of  other  means,  I  see  no  way  to  etfi^et  this  objeet  than  to  employ  a 
vessel  of  suQieient  capacity  to  earry  water  to  the  l>loekading  vessels  on 
their  stations,  or  to  have  a  veawel  of  war  as  a  relief,  to  take  the  jdae*» 
of  such  vessels  as  ma}'  be  out  of  water,  during  their  absence  to  ohtiiin 
u  supply. 

The  absence  of  the  JVia4/arn  deranged  my  plans  in  reference  to 
oiHTations  ugaiust  the  reliefs  at  Berwick  Bay  and  Ship  Island,  in  the 
Mississippi  Sound.  lioth  places  are  now  defended  by  ivbel  batteries 
and  troo])s,  and  a  larj^e  force  woukl  lie  retjuired  forasutTessful  attack. 
When,  however,  by  the  arrival  of  the  S(nit*;r  or  Sim/ut/ian/m^  J  can 
leave  one  of  those  vessels  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Pickens,  I  shal  1  pwH-eed 
to  both  places  to  see  what  4'ari  tie  done  in  the  way  of  assailing  them. 
Ship  Island  is  a  good  watering  place*  and  is  doubtlessoccupieirfor  the 
express  puiposc  of  cutting  olf  our  access  to  water  at  that  point. 

1  have  to  rejKirt  the  arrivid  at  this  phicc  of  the  .\7////*/?v/ last  even- 
ing. Sliewas  unsuccessful  in  iier  search  forthe  Sumter.  She  firought 
me  dispatches  from  the  Dcpurtnient,  which  1  defer  acknowledging 
more  sn^citically  at  present,  us  I  send  this  by  the  stoi*eship  /Wfv/Ac, 
which  I  desire  to  di>pat<'h  to  New  York  without  further  detention. 

In  reference  to  your  communication  as  to  entering  the  Mississippi 
and  erecting  a  fortiHcation  above  the  Passes,  I  have  to  state  that  there 
is  not  wat^n*  enough  in  either  Pa-ss  to  allow  any  veaselsof  thesqimdron 
to  pass  over  the  bars. 

I  shall,  a,s  soon  as  I  cun  replace  them  with  other  vessels. "relieve  the 
St,  f^tiiis  and  BnHtklyii  and  send  theui  lumio  foi'  repairs. 

I  regret  to  report  that  the  smalli>o\  has  again  lirokeu  out  on  the 

L steamer  R.  11.  Cin/fi-r.  iler  comnmnder  n^jwirts  tliat  two  of  his  men 
are  down  with  it,  and  that  he  sent  them  to  Key  West  for  hospital  treat- 
ment. He  was  not,  however,  allowed  to  [and  tbem,  or  to  have  any 
eominuuicatiou  with  the  shore,  or  with  the  Governinent  vessels  at  that 
station,  nor  could  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  conveyed  obtain  a 
supply  of  water,  although  she  rejjorted  herself  jls  short  of  that  article. 
The  men  were  carried  back,  and  are  now  on  the  J.  AppletoHy  a  tender 
to  the  Ciiy/iT. 
I  have  information,  which  I  Iwlieve  to  be  correct,  that  the  ivi»els  are 
forming  a  coal  depot  at  Grand  Cayman,  on  the  south  nido  of  Cuba. 
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Thp  health  of  tho  offirers  and  crew8  of  the  squadron  i»  generally 
goi«l,  thougli  wii  ha\»*  a  ft'W  caxps  of  ilys**ntery. 

Knc'loHPci  Hiul  Br('(>iiii)iinyin<r  i>loiLHo  tind  the  foUowing"  documents: 

KoportH  of  C-apUiin  William  W.  McKoan  and  Lieutoniiiit  Commaud- 
ing  T.  A.  Crnvoii;  copy  lett*^r  from  Lieutenunt  t'ommaiiding  Portor. 
dated  July  l!J,  18ttl;  copy  letter  from  I'tfUJiuander  Poor,  dated  July 
22,  1S(U;  copy  letter  from  Ctimmander  Smith,  4lat4?d  July  I-i,  1861. 

I  have  the  hoDor  to  be,  very  re«iHH*tfuUy,  your  okwdieiit  servant, 

\Vm.  Mervine. 
Fhuj-(fffu'ei\  ffnhmundhuf  Ou/J'  BiocJcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  liiu»x)N  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^   Wn^hi'ngUm ^  D.  C. 

[Euclurtire  | 

r.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Off  Fm't  PU'huH^Juhj  31,  JH6J, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Niagara^  this 
place  at  i*  p.  m.  thitt  day. 

In  my  coiimmiiication  of  the  !)th  instant,  from  Key  West,  I  stated 
my  intention  to  pruttit-d  in  ])urrtuit  of  the  privateer  StuftUr.  I  left 
thiit  place,  aei'ouipanit^d  hy  the  Cnmuit^r,  at  tiaylight  on  the  rnoi'ninff 
of  the  H'th,  havin^j  taken  on  board  3CH  tons  of  coat  (hut  no  water),  and 
reached  C'ienfue^'OH  on  the  nig-ht  of  ttie  llith.  Not  having  a  chart  of 
the  harbor,  luid  no  pilot  (ominj;  off.  I  did  not  enter,  but  on  the  morn- 
ing of  tlic  I4lh  dispatji-hi'd  LitMilenant  de  Kmlft  in  one  of  the  cutters, 
with  instructions  to  call  on  Mr.  irharlen  1),]  Fowler,  our  consular 
aj^^ent,  and  procure  from  him  all  the  information  he  poMses^eil  in  regard 
to  the  Sumtrr  and  her  prizes. 

Near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  he  met  a  small  steamer  coming  out, 
bound  to  Trinidad,  and  being  hailed  from  her  and  informed  that  our 
consul,  Mr.  Kookcn,  was  on  boaixl,  lie  received  him  into  the  cutter 
and  rctunifd  t**  the  Mlup.  Mr.  Kooken  i-esides  in  Trinidad  and  is  con- 
sul of  the  distri<t  in  which  it  and  Cienfuegos  are  situated.  I  learned 
from  this  gentlcmiui  that  the  Sumffr  arrived  at  ("ienfuegos  on  thi*<Jth 
and  left  on  the  Tth,  after  taking  on  wood,  water,  and  100  tons  of  coal 
She  is  conuiiiimled  by  Captain  Semmes,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  our 
Hervice.  She  has  a  battery  of  four  3:^-pounder8,  broadsi<le  guns,  aud 
one  8-inch  pivot.  Her  crew  con.sists  of  abuut  100  meu — 25  or  aO  of 
whom  are  said  to  lie  fiom  the  Northern  States. 

She  entered  the  harl>or  of  Cii'nfucgos  under  A  nerican  coh)rs  and 
did  not  hoist  the  rel>el  tiag  until  she  had  passed  the  fort.  She  carried 
in  six  prizes,  two  Imrka  and  four  brigs;  several  of  these  were  captured 
close  Ut  the  month  of  the  harl>or.  Two  other  ve.ssels  were  taken  by 
her.  One  of  them  was  recaptured  by  her  capUiin  and  crew,  after  a 
prize  crew  had  been  put  on  l>i>ard  of  her,  and  has  arrived  in  New  York. 
The  other,  a  clipper  ship  of  about  1,100  tons,  the  (f<i(d<^t  Rftrket^  Cap- 
tain Hailey,  from  Havana,  bound  for  Cienfuegos,  was  taken  off  the 
Isle  of  Pines  and  burned,  Captain  Scnuues  having  orders  to  destroy 
all  nrizcs  he  could  not  carry  into  (wrt.  Captam  liiuley  was  robbed 
of  ^2o0,  private  property,  in  specie.  He  informed  the  consul  that 
there  wa.s  no  discipline  on  board  the  Sumtei\  that  the  crew  were  very 
uuieh  dissatiiifled)  ind  mauy  of  thciu  would  desert  on  the  tirat 
opportunity. 
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The  priaow  in  Cienfiu'g"ijs  wpiv  h'ft  without  prisce  crews,  the  governor 
having.  I's  1  undcrstooci.  rcoointod  for  them,  snhjcrt  to  tho  clo**^!*)!!  of 
the  governoi-^'*'noial.  Mr.  Kookon  hud  junt  returned  from  Havaua, 
whei-e  ho  hud  bocn  to  consult  the  couisul-^encml;  ho  wft«  informed  t\v 
Mr.  Shufi'ldt  tfnit  hy  imituiil  iigivoinont  ho  and  the  governor-^^ent'nil 
hftd  referred  the  mutter  to  the  Sceretaryof  State  and  the  Spanish  niin- 
later  at  Washiiititon.  It  is  lo  l)e  re^jretted,  I  think,  tliut  thin  wil**  dtme 
hastily,  for  I  iuive  reasons  to  helieve  thiit  hiid  li  ]>eremptorv  demand 
been  uuide  the  vessels  would  have  been  given  up  iuuiie*liately.  as  the 
cargoes  were  alt  shipjx'd  on  Spanish  account  and  the  vessels  eaplurcxl 
within  Sj^uii.sh  jurisiliction. 

In  conaeiiuenco  of  this  arran^jeraent  by  the  jjovernor-ffeneral  and 
Mr.  Shufeku  I  diiln't  think  it  proper  to  act  ill  sill  in  the  ease.  Imt 
urped  upon  the  eonsiil  to  advise  the  captains  of  the  vessels  8eizod  to 
got  thorn  underway  and  eiith-avoi"  to  proeeed  to  sea;  if  interfered  with 
in  the  lUteuipt,  the  Sixinish  authorities  woiiM  l)e  further  oouiu)itt*'d. 
The  wind  b!ew  so  fresh  the  afternoon  of  the  1+th  that  1  was  unable  to 
land  the  consul.  Karly  on  the  following  ni4)rning,  however,  he  was 
coDVcyed  to  the  towu  by  Lieutenant  de  Krufft  in  one  of  our  boats. 
This  officer,  accompanied  by  the  consul,  called  upon  the  governor  and 
our  consular  agent,  Mr.  Fowler;  an  inve^stigation  was  being  made  in 
regard  to  the  prizes,  and  from  what  he  heard.  Lieutenant  de  KratTt 
was  of  opinion  that  they  would  all  bo  released.  No  dispatch  from 
Ml'.  Shufeldt  had  been  received  l»y  Mr.  Fowler  for  me. 

On  the  way  to  the  town  ]jieutenant4h'  Kraffteonuiiuniealed  with  the 
f4>rt  and  was  fnriiisbeil  by  ihe  eomrnanilaiit  with  a  pilot  up  the  bay. 
This  persitn  piloted  the  Sut/ttt»/-  into  the  harlxtr.  His  bill,  and  that 
for  ooal,  wood.  an<l  water,  wa.s  paid  iti  American  silver. 

It  wa.s  st4ited  at  the  fort  that  orders  had  1m  en  received  tliere  lo  the 
effect  that  no  American  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  either  would  be 
|>eruutted  to  remain  in  the  harb4.>r  over  twenty-four  himrs,  but  on 
enquiry  of  the  governor  on  the  sul)jeet  it  ai)p(*ared  tlmt  tht;  order  had 
refereni'e  only  lo  vessels  bringing  in  prizes,  in  which  ea.se  btith  men- 
of-war  and  prizes  must  leave  witntn  that  time.  It  was  also  stated  that 
the  *S'u/«/f/*.  with  any  other  ])rizes,  would  not  1h'  ]>erniitted  to  ent<»r 
any  port  in  Cuba,  except  in  stress  of  weather,  and  then  only  froiu 
consideration  of  hunuinity.  Reference  wa.s  made  by  the  governor  to 
the  deception  practiced  fty  the  Sttmtci'  in  entering  the  hai'bor  under 
the  United  .States  colors.  The  pilot  ha\  ing  informed  Lieutenant  de 
Krafft  that  the  Sumter  had  gone  to  the  westward  to  cruise  <dF  C'ajw 
San  Antonio  or  Chagres  for  the  t  ■alifornia  .st**auier,  I  lefton  the  after- 
noon of  the  15th  for  Cape  San  Antonio,  arriving  off  thereon  the  night 
of  the  17th.  The  same  monthly  Hteamer  from  AspinwuU  leaves  on 
the  15th  and  should  have  arrived  off  San  Antonio  at  latest  by  the 

t evening  of  the  isth.  I  remained  there  until  the  night  of  the  19th 
without  .seeing  anything  of  tier,  when,  being  short  of  water  and  coal,  I 
shaped  my  course  for  Key  West,  where  1  arrived  on  the  2(.»th.  My 
instructions  toLieuleinintConmianding  Craven  were  that  in  the  event 
of  a  separation  he  was  to  me(!t  mo  ott  ('ienfuegos.  We  separatetl  the 
lirst  day  out,  and  he  not  having  reached  there  at  the  tune  of  mv 
departure,  I  left  a  communication,  instructing  him,  in  the  event  of  his 
arriving  iminediately  after  my  dej)ttrlure,  to  proc«M>d  to  Fort  Pickens 
and  re|)ort  to  you  all  the  information  he  could  pro<mre;  hut  should  he 
not  anive  for  some  days  after,  to  return  to  his  station  at  Key  West 
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He  HrrivccI  at  the  latter  place  on  the  34th  instant,  and  1  hprewitb 
tmnsniit  a  copy  of  his  rei)oit. 

I  iitn,  very  i-es|jw;tfuUy,  your  obedimit  wervHiit. 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 


Fla^-Offioer  Wm.  Meryine, 

U.  S\  S.  CUin-udo,  of  Fori 


Captain. 


D.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

K*',j  m-x/,  July  i?5,  1S61. 

Sir;  I  hiivo  the  honor  to  report  my  return  U)  (hiM  place  from 
Cionfuegos. 

My  (ic]ay  hi  reaching  (hat  ]»hicc  wa^  owing;  to  my  inaliility  tii  carry 
steam  oxcept  al  low  pnwsun-.  \Vg  averaged  only  3jf  knots,  and  the 
cng-ine  of  tlie  whip  broke  down,  delayinfj  us  six  hours. 

T  reached  Oienfnegn.s  on  the  l*Uh,  and  then*  found  \'our  onlcrs  of  tlie 
15th.  On  ITth  1  visited  the  j^overiior;  was  very  courteously  received, 
and  expressed  niy  rejjreLs  that  tlie  pimle  Sumfrr  inid  taken  a  course 
wliieh  was  ealcuiatcd  to  euiharnirts  the  friendly  relations  of  our  respec- 
tive governments. 

On  the  oveninjj  of  the  17th  the  vessels  captui*ed  by  the  tSumter  were 
all  released,  and  :i  rumor  had  joined  credence  on  snore  that  the  ^Vm- 
Mf/rr  would  not  l)e  permitted  to  nMnain  in  the  hurlM)r.  I  deferred  my 
de^Kirture  until  tin-  I'.tlh.  thu.-  also  giving  time  for  all  vejisela  wishing 
convoy  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Hailing  of  this  ship. 

I  sailed  iiri  the  niorninjif  of  the  I'.tth  with  the  followinij  vessels  under 
convoy:  Harks  Wt^f  IlV/i^/and  Loitmi  h'H/nwiy  hri^s  Airfr/i/ati^  Xnitui^ 
Aihtft  Af/o/tfs^  and  //.  /*  D'f/iiu'uf/.  The  winds  beinjj  liffht  and  the  ves- 
sels didl  sailers,  we  were  four  and  a  half  days  in  rearhinj^  fajH'  San 
Antonio,  after  jiassiuy  whit-h  I  iHirt4Hl  ctmi|>any  with  my  convoy. 

Whili'att'itvrit'uetjosau  Kni^lisli  liri},'"arrived  from  Ivin^'stou.  Jamaica. 
the  (-aptiiin  of  whirh  staled  (hut  he  had  l>een  offered  1*1  per  ton  to  take 
a  freijrht  of  li.'iO  tons  of  coal  from  Kin^'sLon  to  thi'  I'aynians,  but  hav- 
inj;  already  entered  upon  another  charier  he  had  to  decline. 

No  names  were  j^iven,  but  the  enormous  freij^ht  to  u  place  so  near 
and  unfre<|uented  leads  me  to  suspect  that  some  a^ent  of  the  privateer 
was  establish injf  a  depot  at  the  t'ayinans. 

It  is  my  l)elref  that  the  Suuttei'  will  crui.sn  in  the  Providence  Chan- 
nel, where  she  can  intercept  our  transports,  and  she  will  proljaldy  alyo 
try  to  interi:<*[it  all  bonieward-lKiund  steamers  from  Aspinwall;  their 
rouU:  is  through  the  Crooked  Island  Passage. 

Very  resi>ectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Craven, 
Lieuf-enant^  Comwauding. 

Captain  W.  W.  McKeax, 

Command hifj  U.  S.  PrlgtUe  NUigara. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 
8  uth  West  Pa&tt,  MtHHitwippi  Jiiver^  Jxdy  7.9,  1^01. 
Sir:  1  enclose  herewith  a  list,  of  ctflicers,  quartcrl)'  returns  (jf  fttrward 
offieei-s  and  ordnance  stores,  list  of  clothing  and  provisions  on  hand, 
and  anunnit  of  coal  on  board.    There  is  nothing  new  of  auy  cov\**v\iisa\«x»» 
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I  sent  one  of  my  boats  25  miles  up  the  coast  three  days  since  and  cap- 
tured a  pleasure  party  who  had  leit  New  Orleans  to  prevent  being  per- 
suaded to  enter  the  Army.  They  communicated  freely,  and  tneir 
information  is  to  be  relied  on.  The  blockade  here  has  put  a  stop  for 
the  present  to  fitting  out  privateers,  of  which  there  were  twelve  getting 
reaay  (small  sailing  vessels).  One  steamer  only  is  fitting  out,  a  poor 
concern  without  speed,  and  her  boilers  are  just  being  tried.  There  is 
no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  boat  with  the  iron  horn.  She 
will  likely  never  be  finished,  and  if  she  is  she  won't  come  down  here. 
The  working  people  in  New  Orleans  are  very  tired  of  the  war  and 
would  be  glad  to  see  it  over.  The  Sumter  when  she  left  had  very  little 
coal  on  board  and  will  have  to  depend  on  captures  for  a  suppjy.  She 
is  a  12-knot  ship,  and  X  doubt  if  anything  we  have  out  here  can  catch 
her  unless  her  coal  fails  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pokteb, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  liLockadln<i  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Og  Pans  a  P  Outre^  Louisiana.  July  ^,  186L 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  20th  ultimo  I  captured  as  a  prize, 
for  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  sent  into  Key  West  for  adju- 
dication, in  charge  of  Lieutenant .).  N.  Quackenbush,  of  this  ship,  the 
brigantine  Nahum  Stetson^  of  and  for  New  Orleans,  sailing  under  a 
British  provisional  register.  I  took  out  of  the  Stetson^  for  the  use  of 
this  ship,  2,000  Mexican  dollars. 

On  the  7th  instant  I  captured,  and  on  the  8th  sent  into  Key  West  for 
adjudication,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  W.  R.  Clark,  of  this  ship, 
the  bark  IHhjrim,  of  and  for  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  brandies 
and  wines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C,  H.  Pooh, 

Oomm^tiider. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Cmnmandimj  Gulf  BliwhaiVnuj  Squadron. 


U,  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 
Off  Chamideur  Mind  Light,  Juhj  i^,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
instant,  while  at  anchor  3  miles  from  Ship  Island  light,  two  armed 
steamers,  the. Oregon  and  Arrmt\  were  discovered  under  full  steam, 
heading  for  this  vessel. 

I  got  underway  immediately  and  made  the  necessary  preparations 
for  their  reception,  steaming  up  slowly  to  bring  tlicni  within  range. 
The  first  shot  thrown  caused  bom  boats  to  open  fire,  but  their  anmiu- 
nition  was  uselessly  expended,  in  which  1  felt  disposed  to  encourage 
them  by  throwing  an  occasional  shot  and  shell,  knowing  that  their 
object  was  not  to  engage,  but  to  toll  me  up  in  range  of  the  batteries 
on  shore. 
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Tho  stoamci'H  tunu*d  Iwuk  in  unhe<!ominjf  hai^te  at  the  first  fall  of 
shot  near  them. 

V't'iT  resjKT.tfully,  your  oliedipnt  srrvant, 

MELA>'rToN  Smith, 

Comvifind^^  U.  JS.  Navy. 
Flug-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commandhuj  Guif  BhM'hidhuj  Srjutidfv/u, 


li^^ioH  iff  Caj/Uiiii  EUi«tm.  f\  S.  Auvy,  rfijunlhuj   thr.  mmt  of  If.  R. 
M.  S.  JantJiiy  off  Tmnpa  May,  tloridu. 

U.  S.  S.    U.   K.  CUYLER, 

Off  Tnmpa  Bay^  Fhirida^  Aii</t4Jtt  x?,  IHGI, 

Sir:  I  have  reHiJi'L-tfully  tu  inform  ynii  that  in  the  huste  cif  my  lartt 
di.sputch  (No.  10)  I  omittt'd  to  iiiciiLion  that  Iior  Britannio  Majesty'n 
Kliip-of-war  Jafton  I'tilh'd  in  h<'rc  4ni  tin-  i;Uh  ultiiiiu,  cvitU-ntly  fi>r  the 
pui-po-ie  of  ascertaining'  the  wtiite  of  the  lilockade.  and  that  I  rommu- 
nicatod  with  her. 

Lieutenant  Coituuaudiug  Kouckeudortf  hiu*  supplied  me  with  500 
galtoiiH  water. 

I  have  on  hand  water  to  last  to  the  ifOth  instant,  and  eoal  to  let 
Sontenihcr. 

I  am  very  much  in  need  of  a  boat,  tho.se    belonging  tt*  the   ship 

binn^  tutally  unfit  for  the  .service,  and   I   have  ut  times  Imhmi  unal>le  to 

conitmmieate  with  my  sieU  men  a-^hore  on  this  account.     I  respeetfully 

request  that  yuu  will  eausi^  nie  to  he  fnrnislied  with  a  .stiilul>le  one. 

I  am,  (*ir.  very  rcsi^etfully,  your  ol^edient  Kcrvant, 

Kbancis  1^  Kli.ihon, 

Flajf-Otiicer  Wiluam  Mervixk, 

Comd^j.dulf  iilorkudhuj  Sf/iMdrott,  off  Fori  P'trketiM. 


Letter  friHit  tJui  SfCrffitry  of  //if  Nftrij  to  Fhtg-Offwi'  Mmu'nf^  U.  S* 
Navy^  traiufmUtint/  conaulai'  injon/mtt'oti  rtyiwdiutj  the  departure 
fi^jtii  Lh'erpottl  of  the  Atiu'rliyiii  ifhip  Gomltir. 

Navy  Department,  Au<juMt  2,  1H6I, 
Sir:  1  herewith  enclose  copy  of  a  dis[jaLeh  received  hy  the  Secretary 
of  State  from  the  I'.  S.  minister  at  London,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication addressed  to  the  miiiist4*r  hy  the  V.  S.  consul  at  Livei*pool, 
which  ac<oniiMuded  it,  in  relation  to  the  American  ship  Oomhtr  and 
other  Ameriran  ve^.sels  believed  to  have  heen  fraudidently  transferred 
to  British  subjects  and  desi^fned  to  cover  contraband  jjoods.  The 
Se^^n-tary  of  Stale,  in  eonntmnieatin^  these  papers  to  this  Department, 
recommend.-j  that  orders  he  {.j'iven  for  the  capture  of  any  of  the  vessels 
named,  with  a  view  to  tost  judicially  the  question  of  ownership.  You 
will  lU'cordingly  keep  a  vifjilant  waU-h  for  them  and  capture  them  if 
fallen  in  with. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wei.leh. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervink, 

Coniinatidhuj  Gulf  Bt*»ckading  Stiuadiym* 
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{S&closare.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Jvly  $,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  received  from  Mr.  Wilding,  the  vice-consul  at  Liver- 
pool, a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward  at  once  to  the  Department. 
Since  its  date  1  have  received  a  telegram  announcing* that  the  Gondar 
has  sailed  for  Nassau,  laden  with  salt. 

Althoi^h  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ti*ansfer  of  these  vessels  to 
nominal  English  subjects  is  fraudulent,  I  presume  that  the  only  way 
to  raise  the  question  would  be  by  capture. 

If  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  should  claim  a  restoration  of 
them,  the  proof  that  they  are  l)ona  tide  English  property  might  be 
required  in  our  courts. 

It  is  not  by  any  means  impossible  that  they  may  be  used  to  cover 
contraband  goods, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adahs. 
The  Hon.  Wilijam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washin</ton,  D.  C. 

[SubencIoHurf.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  J\dy  8,  1861, 

Sir:  The  ship  Gondar  (avowedly  an  English  ship  belonging  to  Liver- 
pool) is  now  loading  here  for  Na.-ssau,  New  Providence,  and  as  I  believe 
that  her  cargo  is  intended  for  Charleston,  I  l^eg  to  acquaint  you  with 
m^'  suspicions  as  to  her  real  ownership.  She  was  formerly  an  Amer- 
ican ship,  registered  at  Charleston  in  the  names  of  A.  Michaels  (one- 
sixth),  sometimes  captain,  and  George  A.  Trenholm  (tive-sixths),  of 
Charleston,  Mr.  Trenholm  being  chief  partner  of  the  house  of  John 
Eraser  &  Co.  In  February  last  her  American  certiiicate  of  registrj' 
was  delivered  up  at  this  office  to  be  canceled  and  the  vessel  reported 
to  be  sold  and  registered  as  an  English  vessel. 

Since  that  time  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  C!o.,  of  Livei-pool,  a 
bran<-h  of  John  Fraser  &.  Co.,  of  Charleston,  have  continued  to  asc  and 
manage  the  vessel  as  they  did  before,  and  she  is  registered  at  the 
custom-house  in  the  names  of  John  R.  Annstrong  and  Henry  Gerard, 
two  of  their  clerks,  as  joint  owners,  who  arc  English  subjects. 
The  only  partner  here  is  C.  K.  Prioleaw,  an  American,  a  native  of 
Charleston. 

The  following  vessels  belonging  to  the  same  house  were  sold  and 
rMfistered  as  English,  and  are  no  doubt  owned  in  the  same  way:  The 
Eliza  Bonsall^  Alliance,  Emily  St.  Pierre,  and  John  Eraser.  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever  that  John  1  raser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  are  the  real 
owners  of  all  these  vessels,  and  arc  wrongfully  using  the  British  flag, 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

IIenby  Wilding, 

Vice-  Connuh 

His  Excellency  Charles  F.  Adams,  etc. 
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"3/    Oah^iit<m  htdtfrittt  ujMut   the   If.    S*    *V.    South    ('andiita^ 
Amjn»t  -h  Jfi6/. 

letter  ftvm  tha  Aatlug  8eoret&f7  of  the  Kavy  to  the  Bveretmry  of  Btato  truumittiag^  oor- 

reipondenoe. 

Navy  DErARTMEVT.  Stptejiif}er  9,  1S61. 

lSik:  I  luive  the  honor  to  f^ufuiiit  herewith  for  your  |>cru!^l  ii  letter 
addressed  (/>  this  Drpiirtnirnt  hy  Cniiimnndcr  .Jiiim'.s  Aklrn,  IJ.  S.  S. 
South.  6'«r»//;W,  inchiditiK  a  roixat  of  his  Jiffuir  with  the  hattorics  at 
Galveston,  an<l  copies  of  the  i'orivs[)ondenc('  which  grew  out  of  it 
iH'twcen  the  fcjreiijii  cojisuIn  at  ihiit  porl  iiiid  himself. 

Will  yiiu  h*>  kind  nioiiph  to  retiini  tin'  littler  inui  impers,  after  mak- 
ing  ^uch  iik4'  of  theiii  hm  y*ni  may  think  proptn'; 
I  am,  resiiectfullv,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  tSecret'ary, 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sewaro, 

Secretary  of  Statfu 


Beport  of  Comniandflr  Alden,  IT.  B.  Havy,  Craoaniinia^  correipondesoe  aud  report  regard- 

vn%  the  QaWeflton  affair. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Cauolina, 

<{f  (j'ah-f^fmi,  Au(/uf<t  17,  1S61, 

Siii:  I  have  th6  honor  herewith  to  eneloso  for  the  information  of  the 
DcjMirtmont,  a  copy  of  a  corrt\»*]xmdcnc.e  hetwecn  myself  iirid  the  for- 
liX^w  cxjnsuls  at  Galvet^toii.  Also  a  coj>y  of  my  report  of  the  attair 
made  to  Flaj^-Ofiieer  Mervine.  I  am  liappy  to  add  that  the  healtli  of 
the  ship's  com]>any  is  jf<K)d  and  everytliinj;  has  fjone  on  <|uietly  since 
the  affair  ahove  referred  to. 

With  great  reMpetit,  1  am,  vory  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jahe8  Alden, 

Hon.  GiDKoN  Welleh, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmyy. 


Prottit  of  fortifii  ooBsslar  ofioan. 

Galveston.  Auynat  .5, 1S61. 
Sib:  The  undei*signed,  consuls  and  vice-consuls  at  Galveston^  con- 
Hidcr  it  their  duty  to  enter  their  Holcnm  protest  against  your  l>ombai*d- 
ment  of  this  city  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant  without  having 
given  any  notice  so  that  women  and  children  might  have  hcen 
removed,  and  also  against  your  tiring  a  shell  into  the  midst  of  a  largo 
crowd  of  unarmed  citizens,  amongst  whom  were  many  women  and 
children,  causing  thereby  the  death  of  an  unoffending  Portuguese  and 
wounding  boys  and  peacefully  disposed  jierKonSjas  acts  of  inhimianity 
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unreco^ized  in  modem  warfare,  and  meriting  file  condemnation  of 
Christian  and  civilized  nations. 

Arthub  Lynn, 
British  Constd. 

Jules  Fb£d£bich, 
Hanoverian  and  Oldenhurg  ConJtjd^  and  in  the  absence  of  J.   W.  Jock- 
U8ch^  Actimj  Consul  for  Prussia  and  Hamburg, 

J.  C.  KUHN, 

-  Swiss  Consul. 
J.  Kauffmann, 
Vic£-  Cmisul  for  JRussia^    Deputy  Consul  for  Bremetr^  Saaxmy,  Bel- 
givm,  Holland  J  and  Vice-  Consul  for  Austria. 

F.  GrONZALEZ, 

Mexican  Cottstd. 
F.  W.  Steil, 
Consul  f/r  Nassau,  [^ew  Providence], 
B.  Theron. 
Frffi\ch  Af/entf  Consul,  and  Vice- ConsiU  for  Spain. 

Th^od.  Wagner, 
Cojtsul  jyro  tern,  for  Electoral  Hesse. 
Captain  James  Alden, 

Comntanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Commander  Alden,  V.  8.  Favy,  reiponding  to  tbe  proteet  of  consular  offloen. 

U.  S.  8.  South  Carolina, 
Blockadiji{/  Sfjwtdroiu  off  Galveston,  August  6,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  just  received  by  the  hand  of  Captain  Davis  your 
communication  of  yesterda)''s  date,  in  which  you  ent-er  your  "solemn 
protest  against  your  (my)  bombardment  of  this  city  on  the  evening  of 
the  3d  instant,  without  having  given  any  notice,  so  that  the  women 
and  children  might  have  been  removed,  '  and  characterizing  my  pro- 
ceedings in  that  connection  its  "acts  of  inhumanity,  unrecognized  in 
modern  warfare  and  meriting  t)ie  condemnation  of  Christian  and 
civilized  nations/' 

My  first  impulse  on  reading  your  extraordinary  comnuinication,  so 
full  of  statements  at  variance  with  my  own  knowledge  of  the  facts,  was 
to  return  it  tx)  you  and  ask  you,  in  all  conscience,  to  examine  the  mat- 
ter before  endorsing  such  sweeping  accusations;  but  as  the  facts  were 
all  patent,  and  you  might  inform  yourselves  of  them  if  you  would,  I 
decided  to  send  you  the  verbal  answer  1  did,  and  which  may  be  to 
some  of  you  quite  sufficient;  but  as  it  is  likely  there  are  others  who 
have  signed  this  extraordinary  document  who  know  little  or  nothing 
about  the  matter,  and  as  3'ou  all  represent  countries  with  which  we 
are  at  peace  and  amity,  it  xw^y  perhaps  be  my  duty  to  state  to  you  the 
facts  of  the  case.  They  are  simply  as  follows:  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  3d  instant  our  gunboat  found  herself  near  the  shore,  and  shortly 
afterwards  (as  the  results  proved)  within  range  of  some  of  the  !)attcries. 
The  first  warning  she  got  waJ3  a  shot,  nota  blank  cartridge,  but  a  shot, 
not  fired  ahead  or  astern  of  her  to  warn  her  oif.  but  straight  at  her. 

She,  of  course,  fired  back;  some  shots  were  exchanged,  when  she 
came  and  reported  the  facta  to  me.     This  was  in  the  morning.     I 
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waited  all  day,  till  nearly  4  in  the  aft^irnoon,  hoping somp  pxnlanntion, 
some  diHrtvowal  of  thr  act,  would  \w  nont  otf.  Nono  «inie.  1  then  got 
undiTway  and  stood  for  the  hattories,  which,  you  are  aware,  are  built 
in  the  rear  of  and  close  to  the  town,  merely  to  see  if  they  could,  while 
they  knew  the  town  must  he  injured  hy  our  return  fiiv,  repeat  such  an 
act  of  agcrression  l»y  enmnieneinff  uiK>n  us.  Wo  were  no  sooner  within 
ranj^e  of  their  t^mm^  however,  than  they  opened  their  lire,  when  we, 
after  exehanj^inf;  a  few  nhotN  with  (hem  retired,  preferrinff  that  it 
should  appear  that  wc  were  l>caten  oi\\  rather  than  oflntinuc  a  contest 
where  (as  the  resultshown)  so  many  uiiotrendinj^ei  tizenw  must  neiCHsarilv 
suffer.  If  that  att  means  the  "eondemnation  of  ('luistain  and  civil- 
ized nations"  \ir,\y  tell  me,  gentlemen,  wlm*  you  would  have  done 
were  you  in  my  placed 

Again,  you  protest  against  my  filing  a  shell  into  the  midst  of  a 
*■" large  crowd  of  unarmed  citizens,  amongst  whom  were  nmiiy  women 
and  rltildren."  (iood  (iod.  gt-utlernenl  do  yon  think  such  an  actctmld 
have  been  deliljcrate  or  premeditated  i  Besides,  1  would  ask,  was  it 
not  the  duty  of  the  militfliry  commandant  who,  by  his  act  in  the  morn- 
ing, had  invited  me  to  the  contest,  to  see  that  such  were  out  of  the 
wayii  Hid  he  not  have  all  day  to  prepare?  It  was  evident  to  my 
mind  that  they  know  we  were  coming,  or  whj*  was  that  demonstration 
on  the  steamei'  frfH^rol  litml:? 

In  conrtiision,  let  me  add  that  no  one  can  regret  the  injury  done  to 
unoffending  individuals  Tnt>re  than  I  do.  iStill,  I  tind  no  complaint  of 
my  acts  of  llie  :^<\  in>itHnt  coming  from  military  or  ^■i^■il  authorities  of 
(ialveston.  and  with  due  reference  to  yourconsi<leriitionand  hunamity, 
I  must  respectfully  remark  (hat  h  is  the  (irst  (imc  that  I  have  ever 
heard  that  the  women  and  children  or  unarmed  citizens  of  one  of  our 
towns  were  under  the  protection  of  foreign  eonsids. 
Reaper  t  fully, 

•Iamk8  Alden, 
( 'omfiiander^  U,  S.  .^^tivy^  Chfiiinanding. 

Arthur  Lynn,  Esq., 

British  Votisnt. 
J.  0.  KUHN,  Esq., 

F.  W.  Steil,  Esq., 

Cimsulftff  NftAAau^  [New  Pr&videnceJ\ 

[And  others.] 


Baporc  of  ConunandBr  Aldco.  IT.  8.  Vary. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Of  0,i/,'t's/otu  Aurruxf  J{\  iHOt. 
Sir:  I  havo  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report  of  a  short  hut 
lively  affair  which  took  phu'e  on  the  3d  instant  between  this  ship  and 
two  of  the  balteri<'s  lu^-alcil  near  to  and  back  of  the  city  of  Galveston, 
The  city  is,  as  the  accompanying  sketch  will  show,  entirely  at  our 
mercy,  but  I  have  never  bad  any  intention  of  troubling  them,  as  1 
considered  my  duty  was  simply  to  Idtjikade  and  slop  the  commerce 
of  the  port,  as  J  frankly  told  their  military  4'oniniandant.  Captain  (now 
Colonel)  [Jtdin  C.l  Moore,  who  culled  upon  na^shortly  after  ourarrival 
to  enquirt?  into  the  truth  or  falsity  of  a  report,  to  wit,  that  I  had 
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threatened  u>  Itoiiilwird  the  town  if  my  duty  of  blof-kading  wbs  inter- 
fered with  by  thfiii  in  any  wuy.  I  told  tlic  captain  in  reply  thiit  I 
R('.ldon»  niiidp  throats  under  any  cirfviinsiaiuos;  that  I  had  not,  nor 
should  1,  u\Kn\  so  momentous  a  subjoct  ns  this,  presume,  to  think  what 
1  should  do.  believing  aw  I  did,  as  far  as  the  town  was  eoncerned,  that 
they  wouhl  pladly  let  us  alone;  but  I  was  dis»p|M(intt'd,  for.  on  tin*  :^d 
instant,  as  rme  of  our  tenders  was  returning'  from  a  cruise  to  th(>  south- 
ward in  charge  of  Mr.  Rodney  Baxter,  actinjj  nnistor.  she  fonntt  her- 
self, early  in  the  inoriiinf^,  near  two  of  the  rebel  battorios.  whirh 
whorily  opened  their  fire  upon  her,  which  she  returned  in  the  most 
galltinl  manner,  and  after  cxchan^np  a  few  shots  carae  and  reported 
tho  fa<-ts  to  me. 

The  whole  affair  passed  under  my  own  observation,  our  anchoi*age 
Iwin^  only  '.i  milesdistant,  and  while  I  was  made  to  realize  that  |M4i|)le 
could  be  so  insane  as  to  initiate  hostilities  with  us  whm  their  town 
was  so  completely  at  our  mercy,  1  was  rostniiued  from  goinjjf  in  and 
engatj^infj^  their  lmtt4?ries  on  the  moment,  believinj?  that  the  whole  affair 
might  have  boon  the  result  ivf  niisunderstuuiingor  accident.  1  there- 
fore wait^?d  all  daj'  for  some  explanation  or  dinavowal  on  the  luirt  of 
the  authorities,  but  none  came:  on  tlie  contrai'V,  sti^am  was  gotten  up 
on  the  (jetutal  Hmk.  a  large  sea  steamer  which  has  been  preparing 
for  sea  for  some  time,  and  other  demonstrations  .satisfied  me  that  so 
far  from  their  volunteering  any  explanations,  they  wei-e  rea<ly  for  us, 
and  indeed  wanted  a  brush.  I  therefore,  at  alwut  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  got 
underway,  and  after  towing  a  prize  which  we  have  a  little  to  seaward, 
out  of  the  rcjich  of  the  steamer  GeiHml  RiihI\  if  she  should  come  out 
while  we  were  engaged,  I  stood  down  toward  the  batteries.  Our 
moving  wan  the  signal  for  tlie  Gevf^raf  Rutik'  to  get  underway,  and  iis 
.she  apjiromhrd  ihe  Iwir  1  turned  to  give  her  ehane,  Imt  she  wa**  as  tiuit'k 
in  that  cvohuiint  as  we  were,  and  mn  bark  with  all  speed.  She 
attenipti'd  it  the  second  time,  but  after  tliat  was  content  to  gti  in  and 
watch  the  result  out  of  liarnrs  way. 

Being  sittistied  that  there  was  no  more  divorsitm  in  that  direction,  I 
resumed  my  original  course  and  stood  toward  the  lotteries,  hut  we 
were  no  s<H)ner  in  range  than  they  opened  their  lire  upon  us.  when  the 
action  l>e^ime  general.  After  exchanging  some  (h>zen  <»r  rifteen  shots 
with  them.  I  withdrew,  satisUed  that  throughout  the  whole  affair  wc 
were  doing  more  injury  to  the  city,  or  perhaps  the  unotfending  citiisens, 
than  to  the  Initteries  or  those  who  sought  the  collision. 

The  nearest  pomt  that  we  could  get  to  the  shore,  our  ship  dra^ving 
12  feet,  was  about  1  mile,  wliei-o  wo  found  13J  feet  of  water. 

Their  firing  was  extren»ely  bad,  con»idermg  the  large  object  that 
this  ship,  almost  entirely  light,  prestMits,  for  not  a  shot  touched  ua. 
Ours,  I  regret  tt)  say.  as  far  as  the  p(x>r  Portuguese  and  other  tiuof- 
fending  suffci-ers  go,  was  more  effective.  The  only  information  I 
have  from  the  city  on  the  subject  is  in  a  very  insulting  letter,  gotten 
up  in  the  sha|>e  of  a  protest,  remonstrating  against  my  acts  of  the  3d 
instant,  and  signed  by  all  the  foreign  consuls  at  Galveston,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  sent,  together  with  my  answer.  1  should  add  that 
some  of  the  crew  of  our  tender  had  occasion,  a  few  tUiys  ago.  to  land 
down  the  coast  in  pursuit  of  fresh  provisions,  when  we  were  infoimed 
that  a  captam  of  a  com|Miny.  or  eai)tatn  of  a  giui,  and  others  in  one  of 
the  batteries  were  killed  m  the  atiair  of  the  3d  instant;  also  that  one 
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of  our  shells  went  into  the  middle  of  the  town,  but  from  some  niue>e 

or  otlirr  i)i(i  not  lmrs(. 
H  Hes|)0('tfully,  1  iini,  your  obedient  iwrvant, 

H  James  Alden, 

H  Cvmnumdtyf. 

H  Flii},'-Ollifi>r  AVm.  ISIkhvine, 

^^  Ctr}n  itorniiitnj  irnif  Biockndlng  iyqiiadntn. 

L 


I«ttBr  from  FUg-Offlcer  Merrino,  V.  6.  Havy,  to  OommmiLdor  Ald«a.  V.  S.  Katj.  oxpr«M> 
in^  approval  of  his  condnot. 


Fl.A(;?*Tlir  COI-ORADO, 

Off  F*>rt  /WlcfiM,  Atuntftt^l,  iS6t. 

Srn:  I  liiivr  to  aclinowledj^e  the  re<-eipt  of  your  communiriition, 
di'tuilinj;  the  |>iLrti(-nliirs  of  your  onjjfagiMnciit  with  tlir  secession  Iiiit- 
teries,  :iiid  areonipiuiying  doeiniients.  So  far  a<  [  »in  coneerned,  I 
approve  of  llie  c<tur&iC  you  took  in  reference  to  the  mutter.  I  bavii 
forwarded  copies  of  nit  the  papers  to  the  honorable  Secn.*tary  of  the 
Niivv. 

I  have  lu)  duubt,  my.self,  that  the  English  consul  is  the  "head  and 
front"  fif  the  protest.  Always  ready  to  interfere,  the  representative 
of  hrr  Britanrue  Majesty's  (xovornnient  at  (iulveston,  doubtless,  n'joiced 
at  an  opporlunily  to  obtain  a  littlii  notoriety  at  yourexpen.se.  Your 
reoly  to  the  protest  inert-*  nty  hearty  appn)val. 

lender  theciri'ut;i>tanrrs  I  approve  of  your  noncompliance  with  the 
re([uisilion  ui  ('uninmnder  Price  for  one  <tf  your  prize  .schoont^rH. 
In  <'onse(jiienr*f'  nf  an  onii>sir)n  to  for^vanl  the  army  niuil  on  the 
Wnfif  1I/a7(,  I  iJLspatehefi  the  S'lm.  Ilonstim  with  it,  in  b()pe!f  that 
she  nii^ht  fall  in  with  the  former  vessel  at  Apaluchicola,  but  with 
ordei*«  that  if  the  .schooner  did  not  overtake  the  steamer,  t4>  proceed 
with  the  naiil  to  Ki'v  West.  She  will  doubtless  rejoin  you  in  a  few 
days,  when  you  will  tmnsfer  hm'  to  ('onunandcr  Pnce,  provided  she 
is  not  <'ssential  to  yoti  in  prevent  in  j^M  be  escnpeof  the  (rf/imil  /itt»/,\ 
which  nmst  be  prevented  at  all  Iiazanls.  if  she  is  artuwl  and  intended 
for  a  erniser.  I  am  <ontidcnt  you  wnuUl  do  all  in  your  power  to  pre- 
vent such  a  catft-strophe,  but  jud^rinj^^  from  certain  emphatic  expres- 
sitniH  in  an  oiKcial  (hwurnent  I  have,  relative  to  the  escape  of  the 
Suutf<'i\,  not  vvvji  dark  niyhls,  n«ir  any  such  contin|^ncy,  would  .shield 
you  from  censure  .should  the  stcjimcr  ^v.t  out. 

Prisoners  of  war  should  be  sent  to  New  York  by  the  steamers 
Rh»il,>  f(thtnd\\ni\  {'tnutrrficui  amX  delivered  to  the  II.  S.  marshal  of 
tliat  |>ort.     Private  citizens  shoidd  be  i-eleased  on  parole. 

I  intendeii  you  sh(Hi[d  have  received  a  set  of  Coston  sij^nal  li^ht.s« 
hut  through  some  mistjike  they  were  delivered  to  the  MUtflvaippi.  I 
will  forward  you  a  set  by  the  ('oniu'cftrftf. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

WM.    MEnVTNE, 

I'y<tff-Offitvr^  Cmnmandimj  (itilf  Blorlading  S'jm'drttu. 

Conmiander  Ja8.  Alden, 

Coimuainhng  U.  S.  S.  South  Carvlina^  off  Ualvetftfrn^  Tfx. 
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Letter  from  the  Aetiug  Secretary  of  the  l^ftvy  to  Commander  Alden*  IT.  8.  Havy,  ezpma- 

ing*  approval  of  hia  condnet. 

Navy  Dei'ARTMENT,  St^pU^fer  7!?,  18G1. 
Siu:  I  have  rct'civcd  your  letter  of  tlio  17th  of  AugUMt,  enclosing- 
copy  of  your  report  of  the  affair  at  Galveston,  and  also  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  foreign  consuls  at  that  port  and  j-oui-soU. 
Your  course  as  therein  indicated  meets  with  the  approval  of  the 
Department. 

1  am,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
A(:tin<j  SecreUiry  Navy. 
Connuander  Jamkh  Aldkn, 

Co)nd<j.  U,  *S'.  A'.  Smith  Oarolhia^  GuJf  Bliikdg.  Squadron. 


Repfn't  ftf  FhHj-Offivci'  Mfrvhie^  V,  S.  Navy^  reffardimj  night  expedi- 
tion pn-  cnitimj  out  a  t<chooner  near  Pciisacola  navy  yard^  An^vst 

3-4.,  'l6'ai. 

No.  15.]  '  Flagship  Colorado, 

Of  Fort  Picke?in,  Augmf  <s\  186 1. 

Siu:  In  dispatch  No.  1-1 1  stated  that  1  was  at  tliat  time  too  much 
engaged  in  dispatching  the  storeship  lieleitse  to  New  York  and  in  pre- 
paring ordois  for  the  vessels  of  the  .stjuadron  to  give  the  attention  to 
the  communications  lately  received  from  the  Department  which  they 
deserved.  I  would  now  advert  to  that  pa-ssage  which  refers  to  the 
escape  of  the  pri\'ateer  Sumter,  and  the  disastrous  consequences 
thereof.  While  I  acknowledge  the  justice  of  your  remarks,  as  applied  to 
Commander  l*oor,  whose  duty  it  was,  at  all  hazards,  to  have  prevented 
the  escape  of  the  privateer,  1  would  most  respectfully  remark  that  1 
can  not  permit  myself  to  be  held  responsible  tor  the  es<rapo  of  other 
privateer?)  from  various  unguarded  points  of  the  Southern  coast,  unless 
the  force  and  the  right  description  of  vessels  are  furnished  me  to  pre- 
vent it.  1  would  add  that,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  the  Snm~ 
fer  is  the  only  vessel  that  has  escaped  from  those  ports  subject  to  my 
blockade  since  I  assumed  conitnand  of  this  s(|uadron.  In  view  of  the 
repeated  admonitions  from  the  DejKirtmcnt,  and  of  information  from 
other  sources  of  the  preparation  making  at  New  Orleans  for  an  attack 
on  the  vessels  at  the  moutb  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  formidable 
vessels  fitting  out  at  foreign  ports  to  break  the  blockade,  1  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  send  the  Nf(f(/ora  to  i\w  Houtb  West  Pass,  and 
as  soon  as  1  have  the  vessel  to  send  will  station  another  vessel  at  the 
Pass  (i  I'Outre. 

I  have  directed  C'aptain  Ellison,  of  the  R.  R.  Ctiuler^  heretofore 
stationed  at  Tamjm  Bay,  to  remove  his  vessel  to  tne  noitlieastern 
entrance  to  Ai)alachicola,  there  being  two  entmnces  to  the  latter  port, 
distant  from  each  other  some  IS  miles. 

The  ports  of  St.  Marks,  Apalachicola,  Mo})ile,  New  Orleans,  and 
Galveston  are  those  from  which  the  largest  shiijinents  of  cotton  are 
usually  made,  and  I  have  concluded  that  they  should  therefore  be  the 
best  guarded. 

Commander  Shaw,  of  the  steamer  Montfjonwry,  luis,  1  am  informed, 
taken  a  position  at  too  great  a  distance  from  Apahichicola  to  render 
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hi-^  ))lorka(.l(?  of  that  i)ort  i^ffoiiivc.  luul  lias  al.s<>  ont*'rtainod  ycreasion- 
ist**  on  [lis  vpsspI.  Of  thrsr  iniittfi's  I  shaSl,  however,  inforni  iii\"*elf 
raoro  particularly^'  on  tin'  ri'tuiti  (if  the  Wttft-r  M'tU-h,  whirh  1  have  wont 
with  itrdtTs  and  vcfjftalvh's  nmrlitLso*!  at  Key  W<*Ht  to  the  vessels  sta- 
tioned at  the  mouths  of  the  NlisMissippi  River. 

H.  Vt.  M,  .-Jteani  corvette  y*/*v>7(.  i.s  reported  by  CapUiin  Ellison  as 
haviuj(  visited  his  station. 

I  i-eirret  to  have  to  report  that  Thiirber  Builey,  eaptain's  clerk  on 
hoard  this  ship,  died  of  dysentery  on  the  4tli  instant;  also  that  Assist- 
ant Surcreon  Charles  11.  Covell,  also  attached  to  this  ship,  died  of  the 
same  disease  on  the  7th  instant.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Bailey  were 
interred  on  Santii  Rosa  [shmd,  as  will  also  he  those  of  Mr.  Coveli. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inforni  you  that  on  the  8d  instjint  a  niji^ht  expe- 
dition was  organized  for  the  puiTXise  of  cuttirifr  out  a  schooner  lyin^ 
near  the  navy  yanl  at  ]V>nsaeola,  whieh  was  believed  to  l>e  littinj^  out 
as  a  privateer.  The  force  employed  consisted  of  the  first  and  see<»nd 
eutti^rs  and  gjg"  of  this  ship,  and  the  first  and  second  rutters  of  the 
fri)3rate  y^hujara^  with  their  fighting  crews  and  eighi  marines,  the 
wholi'  under  the  eointiiand  of  Captau)  Theodorus  Baile\ ,,  assiste<l  bv 
Lieutenants  W.  V.  Spicer,  B.  H.  Taylor,  E.  K.  Potter,*  F.  B.  Blake, 
and  K.  A.  8elden;  Mitlshipnieii  Kobeson,  Casey,  8teeee,  and  Forrest; 
Assistant  Enjjineer  White  and  Ounncr  Borton. 

The  boats  reached  the  end  uf  tlie  lonj^  wharf  near  midnit»-ht,  and 
Captain  liailey  pulled  inr^ide  the  shikars,  tbe  renvaindor  lyinj.c  *^"  tlieir 
oars  otf  the  wharf.  Previously,  however,  while  about  llOO  yards  from 
the  wliarf,  they  Imd  been  hailed  by  a  sentry  who,  receiviu);  no  answer, 
became  so  nnich  jtltmned  that,  "without  lirinjr  his  musket,  he  made  a 
ro^lar  st;impede  for  the  ^uai'dhouse  at  the  upi>er  end  of  the  wharf. 
The  soliooner,  the  object  of  the  exjMidition,  was  discovered  to  be 
moored  close  to  the  fjfuardhoiise.  The  alarm  was  innnediately  jjiven 
by  the  sentry,  the  guard  turned  out  on  the  wharf,  the  lonpf  rolf  was 
heaten.  j^^i-adually  extending  along  the  whole  line,  six  rockets  of  a  very 
inferior  ihamcter  and  a  tire  balloon  were  sent  up,  the  batteries  were 
lightinl.  and  api»)Lreiitly  every  i)re|>iLration  for  a  general  defense  was 
made.  In  tlio  alwence  of  any  tiring  from  the  formidable  Iwitteries,  the 
display  uf  tirewoi  ks  and  the  evident  excitement  on  shore  was  enjoyed 
by  our  men  both  in  {\u\  |joat'<  and  in  the  ships.  Captain  Builey  det^uied 
any  further  dfuionstration  in  the  face,  of  such  an  overwhelming  force 
useless,  and  vt-ry  prudentiv  made  his  way  back  i*}  the  ships  in  safety. 

The  absen<'e  of  any  discnarge  of  or<biaiice  hy  tlie  rel»els  is  almost 
unaccouutabh'  to  ine.  1  can  only  surmise  that  ihey  were  taken  entirely 
by  suri)rist' and  were  totally  unjnepared.  I  consider  it  fortuntite  that 
such  was  the  case,  for  had  they  hn^,  in  view  of  the  lM>astfuI  spirit  of 
(he  relM'U,  our  retreat  would  doubtless  have  been  nmgnitied  uit<i  an 
ovei'whi-lininL^  (h'feut. 

The  next  (my  the  relw^ls  wvrv  seen  from  Kort  Pickens  moving  all 
their  vessels  inside  the  wharf  and  motmting  new  guns  at  the  navy 
yard.  They  have  anchoret!  an  armed  Mchooner  otT  the  yard,  evidentlj' 
intending  to  guard  against  another  surprise. 

\  send  with  this  a  selection  from  mail  nuitter*  cai)tured  by  (Vm- 
mander  Alden  in  one  of  his  j>ri/es,  being  that  portion  of  it  which  has 

»Not  found. 
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anj'  licaring  on  public  matters.     The  private  letters,  Conimandcr  Aldcn 
sent  on  shore  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Flay-Ojficer^  Omimanding  G-tilf  Blockading  Sqybodrmi, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  ^avy^  WashingUm^  D.  C, 


Ab»traei  h>g  of  the  U,  S.  S,  Colorafbi^  f<igMp  Ootnviodore  WiUmm 
Mennne^  ihdf  Blockading  Sqvadron. 

Augmt  S,  1861. — From  meridian  to-i  p.  m.,  fitted  second  cutterwith 
gun  and  implements.  At  8  sent  two  boats  on  cutting-out  expedition. 
At  11:45  three  rockets  from  the  navy  yard.  A  boat  from  the  bark 
TT";  JL  Wall  came  alongside  for  a-ssistance  to  change  her  position. 
Manned  third  and  fourth  cutters,  armed.  At  12  niidnight  boats 
from  cutting-out  expedition  had  not  returned. 

Augii^*<t  4.— Yrom  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Six  rockets  were  observed 
in  dope  succession,  apparently  being  fired  from  the  Pensacola  navy 
yard:  also  the  movement  of  lights  on  the  Santa  Rosa  Island.  Dis- 
patched two  Iwats  from  this  ship  and  two  from  the  Niagara  to  tow  the 
American  bark  IK  //.  Wall  out  of  gunshot  of  the  rebel  l»attories. 
At  2:80  a.  m.  the  boat  expedition  commanded  by  Captain  Bailey  in 
person  returned,  having  made  a  close  I'cconnoissance  inside  the  navy- 
yard  wharves,  more  especially  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  an  aniied 
rebel  schooner.  The  schooner  was  found  secured  to  the  sheer  wharf, 
and  the  rebel  relief  iruard  was  forming  on  the  landing.  Discovering  the 
boats,  they  sounded  the  alarm,  the  rockets  were  fired,  and  the  ti*oop8 
called  to  arms.  Taking  advantiige  of  the  alarm  and  confiLsion,  the 
boats  made  an  oidcrlv  and  safe  retroat. 


Ahtitrorf  too  4}f  ihr  f\  S.  S.  X/ag<ira^  Cttpto/n    WflUam   W.  MelCean^ 

voniinanding. 

August  J,  1861. — At  dark  sent  two  armed  lK)ats  in  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenant Spicer  to  the  flagship  to  take  part  in  a  boat  expedition  oflf 
Fort  Pickens.  At  midnight  six  rockets  weie  stMit  up  from  the  navy 
yard,  giving  evidence  that  the  approach  of  our  boat  expedition  in  the 
harbor  had  been  discovered. 


£^tr<u:t  from /rt:pot't  <{f  Com iuatuhr  Pn'rt\   11.  S.    Kanj^  r<nnmandlng 
U.  *S.  *,^.  ITantH^VflU.,  nyarding  an  aruutd  Conf-d*  rtfte  Hrhmncr. 

U.  S.  S.  HUNTSVHXE, 

OfMol>ite,  Aufjvxt  />,  ISGl. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches 
of  the  2d  instant  by  the  Wanderer  and  the  Xiagarn. 

I  have  received  neither  oflicers  nor  men  from  the  Ma^Niichuxrtf.s  or 
Smith  Carolina. 

The  master  that  was  detailed  for  me  on  board  the  former  vessel  was 
sent  to  Key  West  in  a  prize,  and  has  not  returned  that  I  am  aware  of. 
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nni  ^ort  of  r>ilii'oi*8,  and  with  Imt  barely  men  enoiiffh  to  man  my 

On  Friday  last,  iis  1  was  slandinj^''  to  llio  wistward  iilonjj  thf  reef, at 
tlio  Mis^ifiii]!})!  (iulf  [.Soiind],  I  spied  an  arnicH  srhnonrr  xmuv.  5  or  0 
miles  out  from  thp  land,  whifh,  as  1  neaied  hor,  hoisted  the  Confed- 
erate tlag.  I  lir^'d  four  or  live  shotK  at  her  before  .she  got  inside  the 
ropf. 

She  carried  one  pivot  gun,  from  which  she  returned  tli**  tire.  I  was 
at  no  tiun'  nearer  tnan  tif  miles. 

Verj'  re«|>etrtfiiily.  your  olwdieut  servant, 

OicKiMJ  Price, 

Wm.  Mervine, 

Fl4Uj-Offii'€*}\  Ct/nif/Mndtm/  i'rulf  BUM-l-adliuj  Sijwtdron. 


Lett tft'  from  the  Sfcrfia/y  of  the  Suvif  ti>  KlaO'OJicrr  Mtrrvlue^  U,  S. 
JV/tvt/,  fonrtii'dtjif/  sfat^mieiif  *//'  th*i  iUfjfir/enri/  of  //w  tAiH'ktide  of 

Navy  DKrAUTMKST,  Am/wt  o^  18GL 
Sru:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  th^  enilosed  eopy  of  a   letter. 
referred  to  the  IVpurtnHiit  liy  the  lionoraltle  Secretary  of  Stute,  dated 
the  IJOth  uUinio,  in  which  it  :>taled  that  the  blockade  of  Ajxilaehicolrt 
w  l^'  no  tneaiis  etlVetual. 

J  am,  respectfully,  your  olwdieut  servant, 

Gideon  VVklles. 
Flaj;-Ollic44-  Wii.MAM  Mkuvine, 

Comdy.  Guff  Jilffik(iilhi(f  SqitadroHy  Key  Tf«w^,  F(u. 

•  [Enclomire.) 

LAN8I\GBUR<iI!,  N.  Y.,  Jnhj  SO^  1S6!. 

Str:  a  nmrrscd  lady  residiiij;  at  Apalachirola,  Fla..  writes  to  her 
uncle  in  this  villa^re  that  the  hlfM-karle  of  that  |>ort  lias  thus  far  heen 
only  a  farce.  She  states  that  there  are  four  passajjes  to  the  sea,  and 
that  they  are  j^uanlcd  hy  only  one  .^mall  v*'.ssel:  that  while  the  vessel 
is  m*ar  the  mouth  of  one  jHissa^c  there  is  not  any  dilHeulty  about  etfoct- 
inj;  ingress  or  ej^'ress  at  some  one  of  the  other  ptLs.sjig;nH. 

The  ladv  expresses  the  lielief  that  four  ves.sels  would  l>e  neoestwry 
to  m:d\c  the  blockade  etfeduiiK 

Tliiiiking  this  information  mij:ht  possibly  be  of  some  benefit  to  the 
(iovernmcnt,  and  pcrhiips  enable  the  Knited  Suites  U\  diminish  Lord 
Lyons' instances  of  inetfectnal  blockade.  1  have  tiiken  the  liberty  to 
arldres-s  you  n|W)n  the  subject. 

The  lady  directs  her  uncle  to  forward  bis  reply  (under  cover)  to  a 
(inn  in  New  York  Citv,  by  whom  it  will  be  forwarded,  and  this  inti- 
mates that  there  is  still  coiiuuunication  by  .sen  to  the  port  of  Apailach- 
icola. 

Very  ivapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Mott. 

lion.  Wii.MAM  H.  Seward. 

S^rttnrtj  ffStute. 
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Report  of  Li^denant  Porter^  U.  S,  Navy^  commaiidhig  JJ.  S.  S.  Pow- 
natan^  regarding  tfie  impaired  condition  of  the  hoil-ers  of  thai  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 
South  West  Pass^  Mississippi  Ri/vev^  Angvst  6^  1861. 
Sir:  I  take  advantage  of  the  sailing  of  the  Sam.  Houston  to  send 
communication8. 

The  articles  1  send  to  Havana  for  are  much  needed,  and  I  should  be 
glad  if,  by  any  means,  we  could  get  them.  Our  boilers  are  almost 
expended.  We  have  patched  and  repatched  until  there  is  not  a  chance 
of  patching  much  more,  our  boilers  are  so  thin.  Two  lx)ilers  burst 
holes  in  tnem  a  few  days  ago,  merely  hacking  a  little  harder  than 
usual.  Without  the  articles  sent  over  by  the  consul  we  will  soon  be 
obliged  to  let  our  tires  go  out,  and  1  feel  extremely  anxious  that  noth- 
ing shall  get  in  or  out  of  this  Pas.s. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant.,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Comdg,  (t id f  Blockading  Squadron^  U.  S.  S.  Cohtrado. 


Repui't   <if  Captain  McKvan.,    V.    S.   Navy^  Cfmimanding   U.    S.   S. 
Ntagara^  of  the  arrival  of  that  ve^MXtrl  in  South  Wtttt  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 
South  W,M  Pass,  August  7,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my   arrival   here  last  evening. 
Learning  at  Mobile  that  a  privateer  had  been  seen  to  the  westward  of 
that  place,  and  had  been  chased  by  the  IIuntm>i.lh\  1  deemed  it  necessary 
to  tow  the  Wanderer  to  the  Chandcleiirs.     On  arriving  there  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th,  I  communicated  with  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Massa- 
chust'ttft,  supplied  him  with  some  medicine,  and  left  at  10  p.  m.,  reach- 
ing the  Pass  a  TOutre  early  yesterday  morning,  when  I  communicated 
with  Captain  Poor,  of  the  Brooklyn. 
The  Brooklyn,  and  the  Pmnhatan  have  both  a  full  supply  of  coal. 
The  \yiivV^.vX\\\^  Andreti'  Manderstm  will  leave  here  to-morrow  or  the 
next  day  for  Key  West,  to  land  the  30  tons  retained  as  balliust. 

1  have  no  news.     The  Water  Witch  arrived  last  night  and  I  write 
in  haste,  as  she  leaves  this  morning. 

I  am,  respectfully,  j'^our  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKkan,  CapUdn. 
Plag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Cotnmanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squad r<nu  '{ff  Fort  Piekenn^  Fia, 


Genial  inst-ructions  from,  the  Secretary  rf  the  Nary  to  FJag-OfpCKfr 
MermnCy^  U.  S.  Naoy ^  and  expressing  apprond  of  Coin mander^t  Ahieix 
and  Smith,  U.  S.  Jyavy. 

Navi'  DErARTMKXT,  Au(j)M  7 ,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of   July  17,  and  enclosure,  from  Acting  Master 
[George]  Kimball,  and  your  dispatx'hcs  No.  l*J  and  No.  13,  with  the 
enclosures,  have  been  received. 
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The  Department  cnibnwos  this  ooeiu^iion  to  express  its  fippreoiation 
of  the  very  erti<i('iit  manner  in  which  C'omnmmier  Ahlen,  of  the  >)imfh 
Cui'olrmi^ and (^iniiuandor  Smith. of  the  yftfssiulniM.'ttM^  liavo  performed 
the  duties  ussifrned  them,  iind  to  siiy  thai  their  vijrihince  iind  energy 
are  worthy  of  nil  oomniondation. 

It  18  regretted  the  service  is  not  better  supplied  with  bont8  and  how- 
itzers, us  well  as  a  nmalter  class  of  steaint^rs.  t<j  jjerfurm  blockade,  or, 
more  pmperly,  c^mst-giiard  servlre  in  the  (iiill.  So  far  lus  pmctiea- 
ble  the  Uopartment  will  endeavor  to  Hiipply  the  deiit  it,  but  there  id 
di1hriilt3"  in  proctirinjj  the  necessary  onfnanre.  us  well  jis  the  ri^iht 
descripti<>n  of  vessels.  It  is  a  gratification  that  you  so  fully  and  justly 
appreciate  llip  embarrassments  of  tho  r>i^])Hrtnien(  in  these  respects. 

^Iiich  alarm  is  felt  by  our  comnuNiity,  and  especially  by  those 
engaged  in  commerce,  in  consc<pieiU'e  of  the  escape  of  the  Sianfrt^  and 
the  course  tif  Captain  MnKean  ui  giving  immediate  pursuit  gives  gen- 
eral satisfaction.  It  is  regrettwi  thnt  ncitlicr'  the  jSia^ftirn  nor  any  of 
the  other  vessels  have  ius  yet  sueceeded  in  t-uptiiring  this  pirate. 

If  no  better  disposition  can  Jw  made  of  the  prizes  cajitured,  it  would 
boi  well  to  sink  tfiem  in  some  of  the  channels  where  they  cun  most 
etTeetually  obstruct  ingress  or  egress,  and  care  should  be  exercised  in 
releasing  pnsonei*s.  It  has  been  represented,  contidcntiully  to  the 
Department,  that  some  of  the  |K*rsons  released  by  Commander  AUlen 
were  insurgent  offiecrs,  who  destroyed  tlieir  conuiiissions  iirul  orders 
when  they  fcmnd  (hey  were  to  be  captured.  an<i  were  released  and  sent 
on  shore,  whi>n  they  ought  to  have  been  retained  and,  perhaps,  w>nt  to 
>Iew  York  or  some  other  distant  |K>int. 

Kvery  exertion  is  being  made  to  obljiin  engineers  for  the  Navy.  A 
board  is  now  in  ses-^itin  oxamitiintf  candidates  that  present  themselves. 
A  sufticient  numlter  will  be  sent  forward  at  the  earliest  moment  posai- 
ble  tosupjdy  <letiriencies  in  the  (iiilf  Squadron, 

The  new  boilers  for  the  ]V//tnti/ff/f^  and  Cn/Mif/rr  will  Im'  ready 
about  the  midflle  of  Septemlwr.  Instructions  have  already  been  given 
yoti  to  send  ifiose  vessels  to  New  York  to  receive  their  lM)ilers.  A 
new  i>oi]er  fur  the  }foh<nrl-  has  been  ordered. 

The  Siis'^tif  /Hi/itiif^  having  broken  her  shaft  while  on  the  way  to  tho 
Gutf.  had  to  return  to  IMiiladelphia  for  repairs.  She  has  since  been 
iiwsigiieil  to  tlie  Atlantic  Blockading  Siuiadroii.  The  AW'/ir/tftm/  haa 
milled,  or  is  about  sailijig,  froiti  New  \ork  t<)  join  your  comumnd. 
She  goes  by  the  island  of  Jamaica  and  south  side  of  Culja,  and  is 
authorized  to  divert  from  her  course  should  information  be  obtained 
of  i)imtes,  and  to  pursue  them. 

I  am.  res|>ectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiuKON  Well.es. 

Klag-Ofiiocr  AVilliam  Mervine, 

Ctnnmatniimj  (ruff  Hhn'hidhuf  S*jnndr*»7i^  Keif  ll«w/,  Kfti. 


Report,  of  Commamler  Smithy  U.   S.   Navy^  tynmnanding  U*  S.  S* 
M(iHAa4:huHttij*,  regafdmg  thscapturt'  hy  that  vtnatt^  of  the  ^hxtp  Charles  \ 
I/&nry,  of  Mobile. 

L*.  8.  S.  Massaohusetts, 
i)f  Ship  Mand,  Auf/vH  S\  1861. 
Sir:   I  have  to  report  thnt  T  captured  yesterday  the  slooj)  Oharlen 
lleary^  of  Mobile,  n'illiam  Stewart,  ma«)t<er,  and  3  men,  nailing  under 
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an  expired  license,  issued  at  Pensacola  April  23,  1860,  and  warned  off 
bv  the  blockading  squadron  May  12  from  Pensacola  and  May  26  from 
New  Orleans  ana  Mobile. 

As  a  dispatch  vessel  will  enable  me  to  communicate  with  the  flag- 
officer  in  tne  event  of  any  pressing  emergency,  1  have  placed  her  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Stephen  A.  Kyder,  masters  mate,  allowed  him  a  crew 
of  0  men  (supernumeraries),  and  given  her  an  armament  of  1  brass 
6-poundcr,  all  of  which  I  resi>e<;tfuily  submit  for  your  approval. 

Mr.  Ryder  has  been  instructed  to  proceed  to  the  anchorag^e  off  Pen- 
sacola, and  on  his  arrival  to  report  to  the  senior  commanding  officer, 
to  whom  he  is  to  deliver  the  papers  seized  with  the  prize,  with  accom- 
panying dispatches,  and  to  return  immediately  to  this  place  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  an  officer  senior  to  myself. 

The  master  of  the  Charles  7/eftrt^^  who  is  in  x>ossession  of  some  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  fortification  in  Mississippi  Ji^undand  at  Pen- 
sacola, is  sent  in  the  prize  for  examination. 

He  has  stated  to  me  that  Fort  Pike  has  a  battery  of  13  24-pounders 
and  2  12-pound  rilled  cannon,  and  a  force  of  about  100  men,  and  that 
Ship  Island  had  some  time  since  1  IX-inch  Dahlgren  and  32-pounder 
and  was  to  l)e  reinforced.  There  are  at  least  15  guns  at  that  place  at 
this  time,  and  I  calculate  800  men. 

The  steamboat  (h'eijon  carries  1  Vlll-inch  gun,  68  cwt.,  and  the 
AiT<rn'  1  32-poundor,  and  2  miles  west  of  the  terminus  of  the  rail- 
I'oad,  at  Jjakc  Borgiie,  there  is  a  battery  of  12  32-pounders,  the  earth- 
work crossing  the  track  with  merely  space  for  the  passage  of  the  cars. 
Very  resi)ectfuny,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Comman(L'i\  V.  S.  Navy, 

Flag-Officer  AVilliam  Mervine, 

Cotiititamlhiy  ('.  S,  Blochiffhitj  St/iuif/ron. 


tionv  rv[far<fiu<j  ihv  (h'tirinitiffn  of  Ulrijrajth  Ihw. 

l'..S.  S.  MavSSachusetts, 
Off  Ship  IsUuhL  AufjvxtS,  1861, 

Siu:  *  *  *  I  have  at  present  on  board,  after  tilling  vacancies, 
caused  by  the  capture  of  men  sent  in  prizes,  1  deserter,  and  1  recom- 
mended for  medical  survey  and  discharge,  and  (>  men  tnmsferred  to 
l)rize  recently  cantuied,  4  seamen,  5  ordinary  seamen,  and  3  landsmen 
over  and  above  the  complement  allowed,  as  will  appear  by  the  accom- 
panying schedule. 

The  telegraph  line  that  I  am  ordered  to  destroy  can  not  lie  approached 
in  this  vessel  at  any  point  nearer  than  20  miles,  and  tlien  only  by  enter- 
ing the  Sliip  Island  Passage,  which  channel  is  now  guarded  by  a  very 
formidable  fortification  and  corresponding  force. 

The  boats  of  this  vessel  are  not  constructed  for  sueh  hazardous 
serviec.  not  having  the  capacity  foi-  cari*ying  a  gun,  w  hile  the  steamci-s 
in  Mississippi  Sound  arc  all  swift  and  armed  witii  ordnance  of  long 
range. 

The  distance  liciug  too  groat  to  accomplish  the  woik  at  niglit.  1  have 
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"c^MiPidf^ivd  it  jutl'Kious  to  apprise  you  *»f  tlie  iiIkjvc  (a/L't»  and  await 
your  furtiiL'i'  iii^triu'tions  on  the  Hubject. 

Very  respoctfully,  your  cilwdiont  HL-rvant. 

Mklancton  Smith, 

Flag-OtHiur  William  Mkuvink, 


litiMfrt  of  Captain  Ka<j}4^y  IL  S.  Navy^  cfminuvuting  U.  S.  frigate 
Sittitft',  nyarf/ffif/  tft^  neiTiirtt  hy  that  irvwjv/  />/'  tht-  nrhiMtutr  (\  P. 
Knajtj*. 

U.  S.  Krkiate  Santke» 
At  .Sv/,  A'tf/if--*f  s,  ISGI. 
Siu;  Wo  Ixmrdt'd  tlii-n  (iuy  the  Ann'rir:iii-lniilt  scliooncM'  V.  1\  Kiuijrp^ 
H.  Laffertv,  uiatit<ir,  tindt^r  Hriti.sli  i-olurs,  in  latiludi:  26-  lt>\  longitude 

87  1)5'  w: 

I'pon  an  examination  af  hfi'  piipors.  I  iwcortained  that  shr  left  New 
Orli'aiis,  ]>a..  Itound  tor  Ii:l^'ana.  ('iifm,  via  Matanioras. 

Her  lojf  liook*  which  is  now  in  my  jJoH-serssion.  ^*how^!Lal  after  leav- 
ing Matanioruw  ^he  .stei'ied  din'rt  for  limwhear,  lva.,ari<l  was  there  laid 
up  and  liir  now  diM-har^'od.  She  wa.s  evidently,  in  my  opiidon, 
entTH^'od  in  an  illioit  tmdo. 

U  licit  lirst  Mten,  and  until  Innu'ded,  Aw  was  ,-»t!indiriif  In  the  soijth- 
war<i  and  wofstwarii.  Her  course  for  Havana,  from  her  position 
when  tirst  Hcen,  was  8.  E.  bv  E.;  the  wind  ut  the  time  was  from  the 
E.  N.  K. 

The  tua»ti*r  makes  conLrHdiett>ry  statements  in  re^ird  to  the  nundier 
of  ]iiserew\  lie  inftiiined  the  hoardint.'  (»Hirer  that  ho  hud  ni>  passen- 
gers, and  he  infornu-d  nie  that  he  had  i>ne  pas.'soiiifer. 

The  paper.H  of  the  Hihomier  do  not  a(>|H?ar  legal  in  fonu.  The  erew 
li.st  shows  otdy  .seven  persons,  exclusive  of  the  tnii.ster,  when  there 
were  f>n  IxMird.  in  all,  twelve  person.'*,  two  of  whom  are  lielieved  to  l>e 
passengeis. 

The  eri'w's  list  is  not  sigrn'd  hy  tfie  injislcr  and  mates,  and  is  not 
ecrtiJied  to  by  the  English  consnl.  There  >.h<(uld  he  attached  to  the 
.shipping  articles  a  oertitioate  of  shipment  from  Ihi'  Knglish  eonsiil  for 
eaen  man.  said  eertitieate  staling  that  he  is  a  British  subject,  and  the 
shipping  articles  should  I>e  signed  by  the  master  of  the  vessel  and  the 
English  consul. 

Tliere  was  no  ceitiHcate  by  the  iiia.st6r  or  mate  that  the  cixsw  were 
mustered  on  board  the  schooner, 

The  British  law  re<|uires  that  the  master  of  any  British  vessel  sluiU 
have  a  certificate  showing  that  he  is  qualitied  to  command  the  vessel. 
The  muster  of  tlie  schooner  <',  /*.  lumifjt  lias  no  such  certificate, 
Attaclied  to  the  provisional  register  there  is  a  i>rovision»l  declanition, 
signed  by  .John  Brunaso,  dated  at  New  Orleiuis.  La.,  the  21st  day  of 
Aliiy,  1S61,  also  signed  by  William  Mure,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  con- 
sul at  New  Ojleans,  which  latter  signature  has  no  consular  seal  attached 
to  it.     This  document,  therefore,  is  not  valid. 

I  can  find  no  clearance  from  the  collector  of  the  custom-house. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  it  is  supposed  the  schooner  nns  other 
cargo  ou  board  besides  what  is  stated  ou  tier  iiiauifest. 
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It  is  evident  that  the  sale  or  transfer  of  the  American  schooner  C.  P. 
Knapp^  and  her  Hailing  under  British  colors,  were  illegal  transactions. 

There  is  no  evidence  amonjj  the  papers  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  have  been  complied  with  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner 
to  a  British  subject.  The  law  requires  that  the  original  register  be 
recorded  in  the  collector's  office  and  then  transmitted  to  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  in  Washington,  D.  C.  In  the  foregoing  statement  you 
will  see  my  reasons  for  taking  the  schooner  and  towing  her  to  Pensa- 
cola  for  your  decision  in  relation  to  her  seizure. 

I  transferred  the  master  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  to  this  fahip,  and 
put  Acting  Master  Frederick  Roagers  in  charge  of  the  schooner,  with 
two  master's  mates  and  eight  men.  I  was  disposed  to  leave  the  mates 
of  the  schooner  on  board  of  her  to  take  care  of  property',  but  they 
behaved  in  such  a  manner  that  Lieutenant  .Fouett  sent  them  on  board 
this  vessel,  and  I  approved  of  it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  bo,  respectfully,  yours, 

Hrxky  Eagle, 

Capiahu 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Coiinnanding  OuJf'  Blochidtiuj  SfpuuJmn. 


Confidential  lett-erfrom  tlw  Semtai^y  of  the  Navy  to  Fla<j'Offi.<'&r  MtT- 
inne^  IJ.  S.  Nm'^if^  fiN-wardlug  tdtgram  rttjarding  rumored  attack 
Mpmi  the  hhckadmg  feet. 

Navy  Department,  August  t%  XS61. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  copy  of  telegram,  just  received  by  the  President, 
is  sent,  with  his  endorsement,  to  you,  that  you  may  take  such  measures 
as  may  appear  advisable  in  the  premises. 
Very  respectfully, 

(tideon  Wei.li':s. 
Flag-Officer  W.  Mervine, 

Vommanding  (rulf  Blorhtdhig  Sfjuadrnff,  Kt'tj  IH'^/,  Ftn. 

[Kiiclosun;.] 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  7, 1S6L 
Private  information  to  me  from  Savannah  assures  me  that  Tattnall 
is  about  to  move  against  the  l>lockading  fleet.     He  has  six  armed  tugs. 
Have  we  a  squadron  large  enough  to  opj)ose  him? 

B.  Storer. 
Abraham  Lincoln, 

Premdeid. 

[KniltnTM'ment.] 

I  havo  just  received  this,  and  now  refei'  it  to  tho  Secretary  of  the 
Navv. 

A.  L. 


I^irMt  report  of  confei'ence  for  the  con»idt'ratfo>i  of  iindmn'm  for  effvc- 
imdly  lAockading  the  coattt  horderifuj  on  the  (i\df  of  Me/xieo. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Augnnt  9,  1861. 
Sir;  In  our  last  memoir  we  completed  our  remarks  and  rocouunen- 
dations  concerning  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  Sttiles  from  Cape 
Henry  to  Cape  Sable. 


or  hy  Umt^rent  degret^s  of  Hettumient,  and  recjuire.  tiM-rof 
niodcH  of  treatment.     Our  sectional  divisions  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  Florida  keys  and  reefs, 

2.  The  west  coast  of  KloriHii.  from  <_'app  Sable  to  Cedar  Key«. 

3.  Northern  divimon  of  Flitrida.  fiuiii  Ot'dur  Keys  to  the  River 
IVrdido. 

4.  Coast  of  part  of  northern  Florida,  and  the  coast^^  of  Alalmma  and 
Mississippi,  from  the  river  IVrdido  to  Ship  Island.  This  section 
inelndes  Mobile  Bay  and  Mi^sissiopi  Sound,  with  its  numerous  and 
very  imiH>rt4int  subsidiary  baysanri  tb-prndeneies. 

r>.  The  coa-st  of  part  of  Missis-sinpi  and  the  coast  of  Louisiana,  from 
Ship  and  Cat  islands  to  Atchafalaya,  Cote  lilanche,  and  Vermilion 
buys.  in4-lusive. 

<i.  And.  lastly,  a  part  of  the  i'oa»tt  of  Ijouisiuna  and  the  whole  eontst 
of  Texas,  from  Orand  Pass,  Vermilion  IW,  to  the  Hio  Grande  del 
Norte. 

Wo  ]jropose  to  take  these  sections,  not  in  the  order  of  (heir  succes- 
sion from  I'ast  to  west,  or  ibe  reverse,  but  in  llie  order  of  their  im|>or- 
taiice,  iiiid  we  shall  lM'j,dn,  therefore,  with  the  liflh,  whiih.  in  its  whole 
extent,  embraces  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  inj^ether  with, its  various 
apl)roaches  fn>m  the  sea.  lietween  Cat  and  Ship  i.-*liind.s,  which  we 
have  taken  to  detine  the  noitbeustern  limit  of  this  .section,  and  Atrha- 
falaya  and  itn  adjacent  bays,  U  compri.sed  the  prreat  Delta  of  the  Mis- 
ftissippi,  thiough  which  are  discharged  all  tbo  streams  that  are  fed  by 
the  Mississippi  Ulvei',  and  within  these  limits  are  end)raced  all  the 
military  approaches  to  New  C)rleans  fiy  means  of  these  .streams  and 
their  (lei>endenties,  Ixiys  or  lakes,  A  curved  line  drawn  from  Cat 
Island  to  Forts  riackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  thence  to  Vermilion  li:iv. 
includinir  Ati'hafalaya  and  Cot*'  Hlaiieiie  bays,  and  skirting' alon^j  the 
seashore  of  the  Delia  ]>roper,  will  measure  about  170  ^'eofrraj)hic;il 
miles;  the  distance  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  ea^tcru  limit 
beiny  about  IJO  miles,  and  to  the  western  about  lln  miles. 

Fi-om  Forts  da4*kson  and  St.  Philip,  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi 
extends  beyond  this  curved  line  about  HO  miles.  The  ju-incipiil  and 
characteristie  features  of  this  iK>rtion  of  the  coast  are  apparent.  They 
arc  lar<je  and  shallow  sheets  of  water,  called  either  lakes  or  Itayy,  and 
lonji:.  narrow.  <^ror)ked,  and  deep  bayous,  shoal  at  the  entrance,  and 
frequently  entering  iiito  shoiiler  basins. 

But  while  these  general  features  may  l>c  coiTcetlv  said  to  l>elongf  t^ 
the  whole  uection,  it  will  be  convenient,  for  the  sjike  of  more  minute 
and  accurate  description,  to  Hubdivide  into  smuller  sections,  con- 
taining— 

(a)  Lake^j  Borgne,  etc.,  an<l  their  approaches  and  connections; 

(b)  The  eawt  coast  of  the  Delta; 

(c)  The  Delta; 

((i)  From  the  Deltji  to  Hayou  La  Fourchc; 
(p)  From  Hayou  La  Fuurche  to  Atcbafalaya  and  Vermilion  bajps. 
(rr)  The  tirst  of  these  divisions,   which  Ties  west  from  Mississippi 

S<mnd  atul  nortli  of  the  lower  Mississippi  Kiver,  con.sists  of  a  series  of 
lakes,  together  with  a  series  of  bayoas  and  rivers. 
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The  rivers  fall  frenenilly  into  the  bays  from  the  north,  and.  taking 
their  rise  in  the  interior.  »re  imh*pemli'nt  watercourses.  The  Ikivous 
are  frenerally  narrow,  crooked,  and  depmdent  Rtrearns,  Htuillow  at  the 
mouth  (with  from  3  to  ♦>  feet  of  water  on  the  l)flrs),  and  quite  deep 
within:  they  frequently  afford  avnihihle  uhannels  for  boatj^  into  and 
thrcjiit^li  the  jri-pat  Helta  and  hetwe4'n  thn  lakes,  often  connecting  with 
the  irviit  river  and  the  eity  of  Now  Orlc'unH. 

The  lakes  arc  tln-ee  in  number,  I^akt*  Horf^ne  on  the  east.  Lake  Pont- 
clmrtniin,  and  Lake  Maurcpns,  whieh  eoanects  with  the  Mississippi 
River  llO  miles  hIjovi^  New  Orleans. 

We  rely  upon  the  charts  nf  the  Coast  Survey  for  the  only  correct 
information  aixmt  the  shores  of  lakes  IJorgne  and  l'ontt:harti*ain  and 
their  intortnediat-e  ehannels,  with  which  we  are  princiijjilly  coaeenied. 
The  lirstof  these  channels,  between  Mississippi  Sound  and  I^ake  Borj^ne, 
runs  between  St.  Joseph's  Island  (on  the  north),  on  whirh  there  is  a 
lij^ht-house,  and  Grand  Island,  and  is  called  (irand  Island  Vtt^a.  It  has 
sullicient  water  at  the  east  entrance,  but  nhoals  rapidly  as  it  expands 
into  Ijake  I^rgne  to  1»  feet  of  water  oiily,  which  is  the  letust  depth 
before  roachinif  The  Uigoh'ts.  This  depth  limits  the  size  of  the  vessels 
navi^^atinj;  this  olmnnel  of  approach.  There  is  a  light-houso  at  The 
Ki^olets,  and  between  thin  and  the  light  before  mentioned  emptiem  the 
Pearl  Ri\t'r,  the  largest  between  the  Pasrugoula  ami  Mis.Nissippi  rivers, 
wiiich  takes  its  rise  in  tlie  heart  of  the  Sbilx*,  and  is  alwjul  -250  miles 
long.  Pearl  Kiver  is  worthy  of  notice,  not  only  on  lu'count  of  the 
great  extent  of  country  it  drains,  but  because  it  foruu*  the  eastern  limit 
of  the  Delta  of  the  Mississijjpi.  Kast  of  it  the  couutiy  is  sandfd  and 
woody  with  pines;  west  of  it.  low  and  miirshy. 

We  have  said  that  the  main  channel  has  only  9  feet  of  water  at  the 
entrance  ittttr  I^ike  Horgne.  The  lake  itself  has  an  average  depth  of  10 
feet  only,  which  diminishes  toward  the  shores.  .At  the  hejul  of  the 
s^nith  hav  tif  the  lake  is  the  sm.nll  town  of  J'roctor>ville,  the  t^nmina- 
tion  of  the  Mexican  tiiilf  Uailroad.  which  meets  the  Igvco  of  the  Mis- 
sissipjii  Kiver  lii  uiiln^  frcjJii  New  Orleans. 

This  is  one  of  tin'  approaches  to  New  Orleans,  and  might  Im^  made 
useful  if  possession  is  taken  of  the  river  alK)ve  the  forts.  In  the  south- 
west bay  of  the  lake  the  shore  is  liroken  by  soveral  f)ayoUs  practi^-able 
for  lK>als  nearly  to  the  river.  Tho  depth  and  directions  of  these  Imyous 
are  furnished  by  the  militAry  rerormoissjinee  of  1842  by  the  topo- 
graphical engineers. 

Ijikes  Horgne  and  Ponte  hart  rain  are  connected  by  two  crooked  chan- 
nets  known  as  The  Kigolets,  and  called  severally  Chef  Ment4>ur  and 
Kigolel,  in  both  of  which  the  lowest  depth  descends  to  7  feet,  and  this 
is  the  most  important  fact  for  us  to  know.  The  fiist  named  of  those 
channels  is  defended  by  a  small  fort,  called  Kort  WtKid,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  liayou  Sauvage;  the  second  by  a  fort  of  mwleratc  size,  calletl 
Fort  I*ike,  so  situated  as  to  command  a  long  jKissage  known  as  the 
Eastern  Reach.  The.se  channels  bring  us  into  JjakePontchartrain,  which 
is  by  far  the  largest  lake  of  the  whole  Mississippi  Delta,  and  which  it* 
inunediately  connected  with  New  Orleans  bj'  two  railroads,  one  canal, 
and  one  liayou  and  canal.  This  connection  takes  j>lacc  on  the  southern 
shore;  the  pier  or  wharf  at  the  termination  of  Pontchartrain  Hailroad 
has  8  feet  of  water  at  the  end  of  it,  and  there  is  about  the  same  depth 
bfttthe  piers  of  the  liayou  St.  .lohn.and  of  tfie  Carrollton  and  Jefferson 
railroads.     Along  the  whole  of  this  shore  the  character  of  the  bottom 
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IH  the  same  at  th*'  siuin'  tlcpths;  hard  noar  Mk*  shoi-o  and  in  5  feet,  and 
in  10  fpet,  soft  blue  nuul  and  shell.-*.  The  curi-onts  and  depths  are 
affeeted  hy  thti  wiiidn.  It  dt>es  not  sroru  worth  white  t<i  extend  our 
enquiries  to  the  northern  shore  of  tlii.s  lake,  or  hoyond  it  into  l^ike 
Maurejms,  and  to  tnur  the  i-oinniuninttion  north  by  the  [  New  Orleiins, 
fTaekson  aiKl|  Great  Northern  Hnllroad.  or  wej*t  to  the  Mississippi 
thrrm^h  tho  rivers  Amite  and  Iberville.  We  have  onlv  intended  to 
follow  the  prineipiil  routes  in  this  quarter  to  the  city  of  ^»ew  Orleans, 
and  to  show  tin*  iiMvipihle  viiliic  t»f  these  waters  and  their  defenses  as 
far  as  known  to  us.  llavinjf  done  this,  we  think  we  ran  safely  draw 
the  eouelusion  tbiit  the  approach  to  New  Orleans  throu<rli  the  lakes. 
The  Rijjolels,  and  the  niilroads,  eatudrJ,  and  hard  nmds,  eonnoctiii^f  it 
with  the  south  shore  of  Lake  l*oiitchurtrain,  would  I>e  dilfirult.  and 
verv  todious. 

{/>)  Our  sectnid  division  is  from  Shij)  Island  south  to  t!ie  southern 
extremity  of  the  Delta  of  the  Mississipju.  This  portion  of  the  eoast 
in  eliaraeterixed  by  rnnuens<>  marshes  eut  into  innumerable  islands, 
and  by  shallow  lakes  and  l>y  lonjf,  narrow,  crooked  bayous,  deep  inside, 
with  shallow  entrances^  and  euiptyinj'  into  shallow  bays. 

Outside  of  these  l)ays  lies  a  larj^eimdy  4>f  water  ftOmiles  long  by 
a1>out  l;"j  wide,  divided  into  two  s<ninds  known  as  Chundeleiir  S(»und 
and  I^le  au  Breton  Sound,  and  separated  from  tho  Gulf  of  Mexieo  by 
an  irrejfular  ehain  of  islands,  the  largest  group  of  wJiieh  ehain  is  the 
Chundelj'ur  Islands. 

Outside  of  the  i'liuncleleurs  there  are  well-marktHi  soundings  and 
good  water.  At  a  distance  of  5  or  (i  miles  (east)  there  are  about  11 
fathoms,  with  light-blue  nuul,  and  2ii  miles  east  of  (imndOozier  there 
aiT  K  and  !»  fafh<»nis  with  fine  sand,  broken  shells,  and  black  8i)ccks, 

lioyond  these  depths,  to  the  eastward  and  southward  and  eastward 
olf  the  (,'handeleurs.  and  off  Grand  Gozier  Island,  the  depths  inereaae 
with  ehanieteristie  stiundings. 

Inside  of  tho  C'handeleur  and  ( irand  Gorier  islands,  on  the  contraiy — 
tlmt  is,  in  ('hamleleur and  Isle  au  Hreton  sounds  —the  watei-s  and  shon>s 
have  not  l)e<  n  examined  by  theGoaat  Surveyand  are  but  little  known. 
Useful  rlmnnels  are  reported  to  exist;  hi»,  also,  eonvenient  anehorage.s 
and  pla<*es  of  ii'fuge.  for  small  vessels  cspeeinlly.  There  is  a  good 
anehoragc  insidu  of  tlie  Chandeleur  on  the  noith;  and  gcMid  holding 
grotind  behind  Grand  Gozier  Island  supplier  an  excellent  harbor  oi 
ivfuee.  There  is  also  a  channel  of  Ti  fathoms  around  tho  south  .side 
of  Isle  HU  Breton,  which  terminates  in  an  anchoranfe  of  IS  feet,  well 
protected  from  easterly  winds.  But  it  is  generally  understo*jd  that 
the  sounds  are  very  shallow  on  tho  west  shore,  with  numerous  crooked 
ehannels  leading  into  the  various  bayous,  sejmniting  the  inlinite  mul- 
titude of  islands.  The  line  of  the  shores  takes  the  form  of  bays, 
sejmratpd  fr*im  each  other  by  long  spits  of  lowland  of  marsh  and 
fiand.  The  military  reeonnoissanceof  1842  furnishes  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  these  bays,  of  the  principal  liayous  leading  out  of  them  into 
the  interior  of  the  marsh  of  the  Delta,  of  the  inner  lakes  and  swamps, 
and  of  the  connections  through  them  all  with  the  Mississippi  River. 
It  \h  not  difficult  to  conceive  a  state  of  thingi}  in  which  these  water 
communications,  that  look  like  a  labyrinth  on  the  map,  might  be 
turned  to  aecoimt  in  military  ojK^rations. 

But  it  does  not  enter  into  our  present  views  to  consider  thig  ques- 
tion, and  we  will  pann  therefore  to  the  next  divisioD  or  section  ot  the 
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coast.  Wo  will  notico  in  concliisi(iri  Ihtit  tho  Imys  arc  n  ipsort  m  sum- 
mer for  finhini;  parties  iind  lMitlii»«r  ("Kirties.  The  waters  alwiind  with 
fish,  and  thr  i^<land.s  aud  ^mr.sh<^s  with  pame.  Hard  liand  beaches  are 
'  to  )ie  found  on  the  islands. 

(e)  The  Deltji  of  the  Missisyippi,  Includihjt;  tiio  liead  of  the  Passes: 

Tne  distance  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes  by  the 
river  is  about  i*5  or  Hh^i  miles;  thr  averajj*^  velm-ily  *'f  the  river 
current  varies  from  2i  to  4  miles  an  hour.  At  the  Head  of  the 
Parses  the  river  braiiehc**  off  in  three  different  directions^to  the  east. 
to  the  south,  and  to  the  southwest — and  those  bmnches,  with  the 
exception  uf  Pa-s.**  a  TOutre,  take  the  imme  of  the  course  they  fidlow. 
Two  of  thorn,  the  I'ass  il  I'Outre  anci  the  South  West  Pass,  retiun  the 
velocity  of  the  river  above  the  fork.  The  jj^enerul  charactei*  of  the 
soil  is  soft  mud.  but  in  close  proximity  to  the  river  the  marsh  is 
harder  and  more  elevated. 

From  the  narrow  neck  of  land  on  which  Ports  Jackson  and  St. 
Philin  stand  the  Mississippi  runs  for  alwut  :iO  miles  in  nearly  a  south- 
east aircctiori  with  an  avcrajje  width  «»f  alx^ut  two-thirds  of  a  mile  and 
a  varyiri^r  de|>th  of  from  *>  Ut  15  fathoms.  At  the  tcnninatiiMi  of  this 
distance  it  widens  suddenly  and  branches  into  its  maulhs.  The  Ixtwor 
Mississippi  is  at  its  lowest  level  fi'imi  Novemlur  to  .lunuary,  when  it 
begins  to  rise  and  continues  till  it  reaches  its  lijohcst  state  in  May, 
which  it  maintains  durinfr 'lurH^  and  .Tuly;  the  fall  bejrins  in  Au^'ust. 
The  tides  of  the  Delia  are  sniull.  rising  to  between  1  and  "2  feet  and 
occiirrinjr  once  only  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  water  of  the  river,  of 
a  dirty  yeUow  color,  extemls  over  "20  tniles  int<»  tho  (Julf,  iind  ils  c<h)I- 
ness»  compansl  with  the  hii^hcr  tenipeniturc  of  the  sea  waU'r,  (H'ca- 
sions  fop>i;  and  the  increase  of  depth  from  the  Imr  to  the  south  and  to 
the  soutn  and  east  rapidly,  and  more  slowly  to  the  north  and  east  and 
s<nith  and  west,  added  to  the  above  features,  all  combine  to  render  the 
apnroath  to  the  Mississippi  from  the  sea  safe  and  easy. 

\Ve  have  observed  that  the  river  widens  suddenly  *is  it  nears  the 
fork;  alwve  it  is  1  nitle  wide,  and  at  the  fork  its  br«!!ulth  ri  1|  miles, 
and  in  this  place  tln^  Imnks  are  nuich  more  solid  jind  lirm  than  at  tho 
Pa-sses.  In  n^Mienil.  this  conipa<t  ground  is  only  a  few  huntlred  yards 
broad  and  consists  of  firm  gnizinj^  ]Kiiituro  or  dry  woodi-d  hiTid.  On 
the  east  bank  the  liitu  soil,  bi'^iniiin^  about  I  mile  below  th<>  [idttse  of 
Richard  Cubit,  rontinues  up  5  miles  close  alon^^  the  ed<^o  of  the  river 
(sec  accompany  in  j,^  sketch).  And  the  same  is  tho  cjise  (nearly)  on  the 
opp*)siti'  si<h'.  Nnnierous  cattle  graze  on  }mth  Imnks,  living  there 
winter  and  summer.  The  west  bank  contains  reed  und  canebnikes,  but 
theeaj^t  l«ink  looks  like  cnltivat4'd  and  rii-li  pasture gr<3und.  Op|H>.sit<* 
tho  ".lump"  (see  sketch)  tho  shore  is  of  the  sauie  chaiinter  as  near 
Cubitt's  house  and  is  »ised  for  grazing  ])urposes.  On  tho  west  side, 
above  the  ''Jump."  a  thick  growth  of  wt>od  antl  bushes,  running  a 
few  hundred  yards  back,  extends  several  miles  along  the  shore. 

At  the  Head  of  the  PasM-s.  hetween  tlie  South  West  and  South 
PPasses,  there  formerly  stood  a  large  tower  wilh  a  secoiul  class  light; 
some  years  ago  the  building  was  removed  and  the  materiuls  were  used 
in  constructing  tin?  lower  at  Pass  a  TOutro;  the  brick  fiiumUition  of 
the  okl  tower  still  remains.  The  solid  ground,  which  has  U^en  made 
by  ditching  and  tilling,  has  not  been  kept  in  order,  and  suffers  from 
neglect.  There  is  gomi  anchomge  herein  1*2  feet  of  water.  We  give 
A  piirticular  desi'ription  of  this  place  because  it  is  to  be  used  borcofter 
ID  our  proposed  plan  of  proceeding. 
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"NW  will  say  a  f**w  wonlson  lln*  Pa^si's.  jifU'rliuviiiy  n'inurkrd  tbat  of 
till*  (wo  fortiliciilintis  of  the  Mississippi.  Kfirt  St.  I'liilij)  i-^  mm  irregular 
Sjjnni<.h  work  that  has  hcon  onlurp^i  auA  strntjrthoiH'fl  by  oxU'iisive 
outworks;  iiiul  that  Fort  Jackson,  siiunt*'tl  just  tielow  the  old  Frt^nt'b 
work.  Fort  IVnirlion,  ih  of  modern  construction,  and  is  surroundwl  by 
swiuuixs  and  hogs. 

The  depth  of  wattT  in  Pa**  ft  rOuti*c,  proper,  one  of  the  threo 
branches  of  the  Posh  a  TOutrp,  which  is  it.splf  one  of  the  three  great 
arm.s  into  which  the  Mi.s.sissippt  tsdtvidrd  at  the  fork,  was.  in  1S.5'J,  12 
or  13  fret.  The  hnr  of  this  Pu.ss,  however.  ha>  shown  for  the  last  ten 
yoBr»  a  decided  t**ndeney  to  iitipmve.  and  it  is  at  present  the  best  of 
the  outlet**. 

We  have  «iid  that  in  1.s"j2  there  wore  12  or  13  feet  on  tlic  bar;  in 
lHt;n  tliere  wi*rc  IT  ffel;  in  Jaiiu:iry.  iStJI.  tliere  were  not  less;  buts 
owing  to  the  soft  hottfUM,  a  steunier  drawing  lit  feet  ean  pass  over  at 
8i)ring  tides,  and  in  1st  o  a  shin  dniwing  184  f'^**'  ^^as  tjiken  out  by  a 
towboat  without  sto|)ping.  Then'  is  u  light-house  at  Pass  a  TOuIre, 
and  a  settlement- ?J  miles  above,  at  which  there  \t\  a  revenue  station  and  a 
pilot  station.  The  New  Orleans  and  M  i,-sissippi  Towbout  ( 'oni  jKiny  has 
a  coal  <leiM>t,  and  the  New  Orleans  iind  Belize  I  elegraph  Conipanv  a  ter- 
minus also^  at  this  setllerneiit.  Then'  is  another  seltli'inent  at  the 
1 'unction  of  the  North  K^ist  and  South  l-^-^t  pnH.sen  (hraiu  hes  of  the 
'asK  a  rOutre)  oilled  th<'  Balize  (sea  mark),  and  this  word  has  l)een 
adopted  as  a  general  term  for  the  whole  Didta.  Here  stnnds  a  very 
large  ofiservatorv  or  lookout,  some  7<'  or  Sl»  feet  in  heiglit.  visible  far 
oi:t  at  sea,  whicli  resisted  the  .severe  gale  of  lS6t».  The  town  consists 
uf  about  fiO  htm.se.s.  including  S4*veral  .sUires,  a  mcIiooI.  etc. 

The  S<»itli  Pass,  the  second  of  the  three  X)rincipiil  arms  or  outlets  of 
the  river,  is  rarely  ont<*rod  by  vestiels  of  any  kind,  on  aei'<auit  of  the 
small  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  (not  more  tjian  <i  feel)  and  on  at  rount 
of  till'  diliicidtv  of  navigating  the  IVss  after  erossing  the  har  up  to  the 
main  river,  a  diliiculty  arising  from  the  narrowness  of  the  Pass  even 
where  the  water  is  suHicient.  There  is  a  light-house  at  this  Pass,  but 
no  i>th(r  settlement. 

The  thini  and  last  of  the  great  outlets  ih  the  South  West  Puss,  which 
was  formerly  the  deepest  of  all  and  the  main  ehaimel  of  entnmre  for 
the  eouuucree  of  New  Orlean^f.  The  couive  over  the  bar  is  nearly 
straight,  and  up  to  l.s/i^  them  was  never  less  than  15  feet  of  water, 
and  sometimes  Is  and  II*  feet.  Of  late  years  this  depth  has  dimin- 
ished, aceording  to  the  iM'st  itiformation  to  l>ti  derived  from  pilots. 
There  is  now  but  little  Uiorc  than  l.'S  feet  on  the  bar,  and  the  Pa-ss 
has  l»e<'ome  inferiiir  io  Pass  a  TOutre.  There  are  about  .*iO  private 
houses,  inhahit4'd  urincipally  by  pilots  and  their  families,  a  revenue 
8t4iti<»n,  and  a  telegraph  olliee  at  the  South  Wrst  Pass;  but  no  levees, 
as  at  the  Halizc,  exeeot  a  small  oini  inclosing  a  private  <'ard»'n. 

The  hays  and  isbmas  at  the  fort  (so  to  s|}eak)  of  Ibi*  Uelta  are  of  no 
importance  to  our  present  investigation. 

Kig,  orange,  (wmegranate,  lime,  ami  eitr<jn  trees  are  ttt  be  found  on 
some  of  the  islands.  The  bays  are  shoal,  nnd»  in  .some  of  theiu,  par- 
ticularly bliist  Hay,  thi-re  are  numerous  oyster  beds. 

{J}  I'be  west  cortJit  of  tlm  l>elta  to  Hayoii  la  Fourche:  The  hydrog- 
raphy of  the  coast  to  tin?  westward  of  the  Deltji  is  the  same  as  that  to 
the  northward,  except  that  the  islands  lie  cloHcr  to  the  tuai'sh.  and  that 
the  body  of  water  iodide  of  tbeiu  is  smaller.     Advancing  along  tba 
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coast  we.st  of  Fortes  Jiwkson  i\m\  St.  Philip,  15  or  20  niiloH,  the  land 
b(»c<nurM  more  linn;  and  still  fivrtlicr  west  on  the  La  Fourchc  and  its 
trihittni'ii'8,  th(»  pliintationK  und  si^ttliMuonb*  uri' oxt4?nsivft  and  numer- 
ous. From  tho  South  West  Pa.**s  to  Ciiiindr  Pass,  TindHilier  liay» 
into  which  ono  of  the  outlets  of  the  l^a  Koiirchr  discharges  itself,  it  is 
5l>  miles  on  ii  west  course.  North  of  this  line,  a  deep  gulf  niukes  up 
a^KMit  ^*i  miles,  the  northeast  iwHion  of  whir-h  (Gii^en  Buy)  ext^^nifs 
to  within  1  or  ii  ujiles  of  the  Missit^^ippi  Kiver.  and  is  Iwunfled  by  the 
neck  on  whirh  stands  Fort  »lark.son.  The  water  is  shoal  and  the 
ground  not  widi  known,  i>ut  it  is  reuorttid  that  8  or  10  feet  I'an  he  car- 
ried u])  to  the  head  of  th»'  hay.  It  is  therefore  one  mode  of  approach 
to  Fort  .laekson.  And,  moreover,  a  Imyou  leads  out  of  the  notlhwest 
corner  of  Green  \\i\y  (into  which  Iwats  of  8  feet  draft  can  enter)  and 
runs  up  in  a  line  willi  the  river,  through  t'vprien's  Canal  fBayou), 
three-(piarters  i*f  u  tnile  long  to  the  levre  of  llie  MisNissii)pi  In  nr  P2 
luilos  ahovc  Fort  Jackson.  This  Imyou  connects  also  with  Hayou 
8hute.  which  enters  Bastian  Bay.  the  next  hay  to  the  westward,  into 
which  enter  several  otln-r  bayous,  not  important  (as  far  as  they  aK» 
known  to  us)  in  this  enquiry. 

[iut  (he  next  hay  on  the  west,  Baraturia.  is  entitled  to  a  more  par- 
tieidar  notice,  becjuise  thefirHtacccH.s  toNewOrlean^H  westof  the  Delta, 
or  Balizi".  is  through  this  bay.  The  main  entrance  is  thixjugh  Gninde 
[or  Buratariu]  Pass,  the  bur  of  which  had  S  feet  of  water  on  it  in  isr»;5, 
according  to  the  Coast  Survey.  Between  this  bay  and  New  f)rlenns 
tlu're  is  a  eonrsidmiblc  trade  by  water  through  the  bayous,  in  which 
seveml  steambouts  and  more  than  a  hundred  luggers  were  engjit'cd  in 
ISoH.  Tlie  principal  of  these  routes  is  hy  either  Bayou  St.  nenis, 
or  (irand  Bayou,  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  bay,  to  J  kittle  I>!ike, 
thence  by  Bayou  Pierrot  [Perot]  to  Lake  Washa  [(>uacha|.  and  thenoo 
by  canal  entering  the  river  nearly  opiMtsite  CarrolUon,  about  lo  miles 
nl)ove  the  city;  the  whole  <listancc  is  tt5  miles,  and  the  depth  of  water 
is  from  4  to  *»  feet.  Again  from  the  north  end  of  this  bay,  Wilkin- 
son's lUyou  leads  to  the  north  and  ciist  toward  the  Mi.ssissippi.  and 
thence  the  [m-Hsage  through  is  by  Wilkinson's  Canal,  having  4  feet,  by 
Smuggler's  Bayou,  with  the  same  deyttli,  and  fiy  several  <itner  bayoiw 
and  canals  through  which  3  feet  can  be  carried,  And  tinally,  Baru- 
tiiria  Bayou,  running  toward  English  Turn  in  the  river,  is  connected 
by  a  great  system  of  canal.s  (having  from  2  to  4  feet  depth)  with  the 
river  opposite  New  Orleans  and  with  nearly  every  plantation  fi»r  25 
miles  below.  The  northeitst  corner  of  Barataria  Bay,  ealliMl  Bay 
Batiste,  is  :suppnsed  to  approach  the  Mis.sissippi  within  5  mih>;  and 
H  »o  also  Felix  liay  on  the  north,  which  makers  a  neck  of  land  only  8  or 
H  10  miles  acro.s.s,  nlwut  «iO  miles  alwve  the  South  West  Pass. 
H  This  description   of   Barataria  Bay,  ita   past»Ds  or   entrances,   its 

H  bayous,  roads,  and  canals,  its  connections  with  the  Mississippi  and 
H  New  Orleans,  and  its  tnide.  are  taken  fnmi  the  military  reconnoissance 
H  of  1S42,  and  from  the  reconnoissances  and  surveys  of  (he  C-tmst  Suv- 
H  voy  of  the  Cnited  States.  It  might  In;  extended  and  made  nmre 
H  ifiti'lligibic  with  the  maps,  but  our  purjiose  is  to  ]>r<Hluce  a  strong  and 
H  distinct  impression  of  the  importiince  of  Burntaria  Bay  and  [in  relations 
H         to  our  future  plans  of  operations. 

H  From  Bamtaria  Bay  the  .shore  tends  in  a  southwest  direction  nearly 

H  2.~)  miles  to  the  entrance  into  Timlnilier  Bay,  and  in  tliis  distance  there 
H        arc  .several  buys,  but  the  only  bayou  of  imiwrtanco  is  La  Fourche,  an4j 
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thiy  is  ihv  htiytisl  strpuiii  in  the  whole  Deltii  of  the  Mis-sistsippi  to 
which  thifs  term  is  ap]>lir(i.  La  Kcturcho  (Iowm  into  the  (hilf  tlifuiigh 
(hrtMi  (H'iiicipul  rhjiiinelH  and  several  Hnmlh^r  ones;  the  largest  mouth 
is  l*iiss  Kourchoii.  Pa-ts  Foiirrhon  had  G^  feet  on  the  har  in  lS,')4und 
was  tU»'n  dee|M'ninif;  inside  tlie  hayou  was  4Hiit*^  deep.  Three 
apprmu'iie.4  fruni  the  (iiilf  of  Mexieo  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  by 
Hiiyou  Lh  Kinirche,  are  pmeticable:  one  throujtfn  the  whole  Imyou  hy 
the  way  of  DonaUUonville  and  the  Mississippi  Kiver;  one  hy  the 
Ijuyou  to  ThihtJtleanx,  and  then4'c  I>y  the  New  Ovlcans  and  Opolonsaa 
l{jiih*oad,  ami  the  tliird  hy  the  (wiyoii  and  the  Company  Canal. 

The  iii'st  of  these  approaches  reijuires  1S5  nnh's  ]Ki\iy:ation  in  not 
less  thiui  probably  4^  feet  of  water;  the  second  requires  7u  tnih's  of 
naviy:Htioii  and  4ti  of  I'ailroad;  the  third,  hy  the  Ln  Fourchi'  and  the 
Canal  dc  hi  Coinpa^'nie  [Comnuny  Canal),  reiiuiies  4."t  miles  of  river 
navij^ation,  and  the  addition  of  the  cunal  routo  tlirouj;h  Lake  Salvador 
or  Washa  [Oua<diaJ,  of  wliich  the  diHtaince  is  not  jfiven;  4^  feet  ean  be 
wirried  this  wav. 

From  nonalusonvillc  to  Thiiiodcaux.  and  even  '^0  mites  Ik-Iow,  l)olh 
side.s  of  the  bayou  art;  thickly  settled,  and  ridi  plantations  lie  close  to 
each  other  in  succession;  below  this,  some  li".  niih's  farther,  extends 
an  interrupted  cultivation. 

(t)  From  Hayou  Ijk  Fourehe  to  Atchafttlaya  and  Vermilion  bays: 
About  ii.'j  miles  to  the  south  and  west  of  Hanitarla  entnince  and  about 
60  miles  from  the  South  West  Viiss  is  the  main  enl  ranee  into  Timbalier 
Bay.  ealled  Grande  Pass.  This  bay  i^  about  1<'  miles  h>n<jf  and  4 
broa<l,  and  is  sepamted  from  another  small  hay  to  the  northward  by  a 
lino  of  islands;  it  is  shallow,  and  not.  more,  than  G  feet  of  water  can  bo 
taken  in.  In  I^;"):^  there  were  ll-i  feet  on  the  Imr  at  Grantle  Pass,  of 
which  there  exists  a  preliminary  reconnoisaanec  by  the  Coast  Survey 
of  Ibiit  date,  similar  to  the  sketch  of  the  Pass  tourchon.  West  of 
Timbalier  is  Terre  Honne  15ay,  similar  to  it  in  jreneral  character;  it  iri 
screeruMi  from  the  Gulf  in  part  by  the  lon^'  island  of  IsU»  Oerniere, 
and  runs  up  15  miles,  north  and  west,  into  the  marshes.  The  west 
end  of  the  Derniere  (the  island  is  22  miles  lonj;,  with  an  average 
breadth  of  I  mile)  was  once  tlie  resort  of  the  surrouji<ling  parishes  us 
a  WHtorinjf  place,  but  the  settlement  which,  in  1852,  counted  lOU 
bouses,  has  since  been  nearly  destroyed  by  a  hurricane.  This  vicinity 
la  one  that  ref|uires  careful  navi^tion  on  account  of  the  ineqimlities 
of  the  bottom.  There  are  good  channels  and  nvaihible  anchomj^cs  for 
vesaels  of  small  draft  possessed  of  a  pilot's  knowledge  of  the  ground. 
This  knowledge  is  furnished  by  tne  C'oeiit  Survey  of  the  L'nitod 
States,  but  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  cite  it  here,  where  oui  tfbjoct 
is  to  describe  the  general  hydrographiciil  and  to|>*>gniphical  features, 
and  to  distinguish  the  mwle  and  extent  of  preparation  essential  to  an 
efficient  blockade. 

From  Isle  Derniere  the  coant  trends  W.  N,  W.  25  miles,  and  0  north- 
west to  the  entrance  of  Atchafahiya  Bay.  Thence  the  trend  of  the 
coaat  is  (45  nules)  W.  N.  W.;  and  throughout  the  whole  of  this  dis- 
tance extends  one  vast  sheet  of  water,  divided  into  several  arms,  and 
separated  from  the  Gulf  by  a  series  of  oyster  beds  and  by  Marsh 
I.sland,  25  miles  long  and  8  broad. 

Thejieseveralann.sare  Atchafalaya,C6tc  Blanche,  and  Vemiilion  bays, 
the  former  of  which  is  the  largest  bav  on  the  coast  and  receives  more 
water  than  any  other,  since  througL  it  the  Atcfaafaluxa  Kiver,  the 
N   W    K—VOL  10 40 


020  Ol-LF    BLWKADINO   SQCADECm. 

;n'ertt**^t  Kmiicli  of  tho  Mississiimi,  <iLsihurj;e.s  its  wateiv.  Tbis  l»ay  it* 
slmllow,lKnu{f  nuu'h  oIisIi'ucIl'O  by  bunk^  of  o\>itoi*s;iini  l»roki*n  MhdI.s; 
tbc  flmimels  havo  hut  1»  or  7  fori  of  water.  Korturmloly  wp  iMw.si»KKaii 
adinimblo  proliniinary  churt  (by  the  CV«uit  Stirvrv)  of  th**  dittiruU 
ontramo  to  and  navitration  of  the  ca^t  end  of  this  liay.  into  which 
<'rnptic,s  tho  AtchufaTuva  Uivor,  to>rtnhor  with  Miiling  directions 
inrltidin^  sailing'  marks,  buoys,  and  lights.  Thoy  aiv  thi;  |HK:ulinr 
pntperty  of  the  rsonniiiii  and  pilot. 

We  return  t^)  the  descriptive  geography  of  this  retjfion.  Atvbufalayu 
River,  whieh  uuiptiL':*  into  the  buy  of  the  same  name  at  its  northea?-! 
eornor,  is  the  hirt^'.st  and  inoNt  important  ntream  from  (tulvesion  t<i 
the  Balize.  It  reeeivos  many  triliutary  streain.s  and  luiyoiis,  of  wtiich 
the  most  imix)rlant  in  Bjiyou  l*hM|uemine  and  tlie  largest  liayou  Tcche, 
Bay<m  PUnpii'mino  i>  the  most  important  lieranse  it  connects  it  with 
tlie  Mississippi,  and  is  the  rhannri  of  tiiHU-  bi-itween  the  country  Jior- 
dering  on  the  AtcJiafahiya  and  Now  Orleans.  After  the  Terbe  joinn 
the  Atchafalaya,  the  latter  Itecomod  nearly  as  broad  as  the  Mi^si>»ipni 
itself,  tliouKh  not  so  deep,  yet  there  aiv  tto  feet  of  water  at  its  mouth. 
A  very  larjifc  (riwle  is  carriod  on  in  luytrers  imd  Humll  stoamlxwits  on 
the  Tcehe  and  its  oonnectintr  watcrji. 

That  part  of  the  Atchafalaya  Kiver.  whieh  is  comprised  between  the 
Imy  and  (Jrand  I^ake  (called  sometimes  Chetimanches  |Chestiujachee] 
and  sometimes  Atchafalaya  Lake)  is  mort^  directly  joinisl  in  trade  ana 
intercourse  with  New  Orleans.  In  this  s])«eo  tho  river  is  navigable 
for  tho  large.st  steamboats;  the  difticidty  is  in  the  Ny  below.  The 
eteamboat  route  from  the  lower  Atchafalaya  Kiver,  from  Berwick 
landing,  and  from  the  Teche  Bayou  to  New  Orleans,  is  ihrouffh  (irnnd 
Lake,  up  Grand  Uiver,  or  Bavou,and  l»y  Bayou  Plaquemine.  enterin|j 
the  Mis.siwsippi  at  the  town  o^  Phuiuemine;  the  distance  is  108  miles. 

This  route  wils  formerly  tlie  principal  hit^^hway  for  all  protluce 
shipped  to  New  Orleans;  since,  however,  the  New  Orleans  and  Ope- 
lousas  liailroad  has  been  in  openition,  the  numtx"!'  of  steamboats  by 
Grand  Lake  has  decrea*<ed,  and  a  lartfe  amount  of  cotton,  sugar,  ancl 
molasses  is  tmnsported  on  that  roua  by  the  way  of  ThilMxleftuxville 
[ThilHideauNl  ami  Algiers.  This  niilroad  (for  ^Texas  i\s  it  is  called) 
has  been  running  for  several  years  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to 
the  Atchafalaya  Kiver,  terminating  at  Bt*rwick  Bay,  aljout  10  mileti 
below  the  mouth  of  Teche  Bayou,  This  terminus  is  called  Brashour 
City,  where  there  is  now  a  town;  onposite  is  Berwick  Citv.  a  town  of 
greater  pretensions.  From  Berwick  west  the  mad  is  still  unHnished. 
Atchafalaya  Bay  is  the  most  miportant  of  the  thiee,  on  account  of  its 
business  conne<-tions  with  the  neighboring  parishes  and  with  Now 
Orleans.  Cote  Blanche,  divided  into  I'^i>t  and  West  C'^>te  Blanche 
hays  by  Malony's  [MaroneJ  Point,  on  the  mainland,  and  the  northeast 
point  of  Marsh  inland,  is  shallow,  and  encuml>ered  with  shoids  com- 
posed prmcipally  of  shells.  Several  channels  run  through  the  series 
of  bays,  lengthwise,  in  which  7  to  S  feet  of  water  can  be  relied  upon; 
hut  their  directions  and  the  positions  of  the  shixiU  are  liable  tochan^ 
fiom  season  to  season. 

Westernmost  of  the  three  is  Vermilion  Bay,  about  15  tuilcs  long  En 
an  K.  N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  dii-ection,  and  10  nnles  brooil  at  its  widest 
part,  which  is  in  the  middle  of  its  length.  « 

This  hay  isipnteshallow,excopting  some  small  channels  in  the  south- 
west corner,  which  atiord  good  auchorage  in  5  or  tl  feet  of  water  just 
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inside  of  that  i*iili*iiricr  froiii  the  Gulf  whirli  is  rullfd  Qmiido  Pasp». 
On  (hr  Imr  of  tliis  iniss  tlirrn  isadrnthof  !►  W'vi.  Mtirsli  IsIhikI.  which 
IkjuikI.s  Coto  IJhtndicunrl  ii  pnitof  Vcrnnlion  tmvM  on  the  south  or  Gulf 
Hide,  is  thn  hirt^a.st  iitid  tho  hutt  of  islands  lyin^y  on  (ho  coast  from 
Mohih*  to  Vermilion  fwiys. 

It  is  'lo  mill's  l(in<r,  und  thou«rh  somewhat  niarsliy,  it-*  iUi  name 
implies,  can  hunst  of  some  fine,  land,  with  oaks.  There  are  several 
Kiijj'ar  |)Iriiiluli<jns  on  it  and  also  in  the  viirinity  of  the  (jroat  l)ay8  it 
Iwrdi-rs  u|M>n. 

The  examination  of  thn  shores  of  the  n-reat  Helta  of  the  Mississippi, 
which  we  have  now  cornpletf'd,  has  )n"fn  made  with  a  twofold  object; 
tirst^  to  point  out  its  various  connections  and  (>onmmni<>ationH  with  the 
Mississippi  Kivcr  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and,  second,  tu  exhibit 
the  suit-jiifleni'ss  or  unsuitablene^s  of  the  bays,  harl>or.s,  rivers,  and 
}>avous  for  naval  ojMn'ations. 

It  will  bH  apparent  to  u  careful  reader  of  this  memoir  that  New 
Orleiiiis  has  sr>  many  lateral  outlets  and  channels  of  tmde,  less  direct 
and  convenient  in<leed  than  the  river,  l>ut  not  less  certain  and  pnwiti- 
cable,  that  the  blockade  of  the  river  above  does  not  dose  the  port. 

The  (piestion  is,  whether  the  present  |>ULn  of  proeeedinuf  should 
embiiice  the  eon(]uest  of  this  city  or  the  sealinjr  up  its  tnide  and  navi- 
^tion.  \Vc  regard  its  conriue^t  as  inroiupatilile  with  the  other 
neai*er  and  more  urgent  naval  and  military  oi>eratious  in  which  the 
Government  is  now  and  will  be  for  some  time  hereafter  enfjajjed.  It 
is  an  enterprise  of  greut  moment,  re<)nirin^'  the  cooiieiiition  of  a  largo 
number  of  ve^isels  of  war  of  a  smaller  class,  but  of  formidable  amm- 
meut,  a  j^reat  man}'^  trmips,  and  the  conduct  of  sieges,  and  it  will  be 
accomplished  with  slow  advances. 

On  the  east  side  the  defense  of  the  city  against  an  attack  is  well 
understood,  and  appears  to  be  provided  for.  On  the  west  side  the 
channels  by  which  the  cit}'  must  be  approjicbed  are  more  shallow  and 
more  difficult,  and  there  exist  no  such  obvious  military  relations 
betw*'en  the  two  )?ide8  as  would  suggest  combined  and  simultaneous 
attempts  from  both  quarters.  We  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  sub- 
ject (U  the  ea[»ture  of  New  Orleans  be  deferred  for  the  present;  be 
deferred  at  least  until  we  are  prepared  to  ascend  the  river  with  ve.'^sels 
of  war  sufficiently  protected  to  contend  with  the  foits  now  standing 
and  the  tem|x»i*ary  fortitications  which,  in  the  event  of  invasion,  would 
l»e  established  at  every  defensible  point. 

As  n  final  considenition,  we  may  adtl  that  while  the  outlet  of  this 
ere^it  river  has  lost  none  of  its  value  to  the  Southwestern  States  of  the 
Union  in  consequence  of  the  chatij^es  and  improvements  of  recent  times 
in  the  modes  of  interior  eomnmnieation,  it  is  ipiite  otherwise  with  the 
Western  and  Northwestern  States.  They  are  Ixjund  U)  the  Kast  and 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  by  railroads  and  by  water  connections,  through 
canals  and  the  Great  Lakes,  which  render  them  in  a  measure  independ- 
ent of  the  Mississippi  for  the  means  of  access  to  the  sea. 

Instead,  then,  of  presenting  a  plan  for  the  capture  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  we  shall  oner  one  for  shutting  it  up,  for  suspending  its  trade, 
and  obstructing  the  freedom  of  its  intercourse  with  trie  ocean  and  w^ith 
the  neighboring  coaM.s,  feeling  assured  that  the  moral  etb'ct  of  such  a 
course  will  be  cpiite  as  striking  as  that  of  its  pos.session  by  tho  United 
States.  The  details  into  which  our  note^  have  carried  us  in  tho  begin- 
ning of  this  memoir  can  not  but  prove  serviceable  to  the  commander 
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in  chief  of  this  wtation.     We  will  lay  down  our  ic'ix>»ii»h'»i(1utit>nn 
firirflv  in  nrdiT: 

1.  That  cDiiipU^tc  military  posscpsion  ho  takon  of  Ship  Inland  as  the 
deix)t,  harlxtr  of  resort,  and  point  d'appui  of  thi*  lilo<'kadiiiff  v«iseis, 
which  will  control  the  arces.s  to  New  Orlenna  through  tlie  lukor*  aud 
aloiiff  the  fast  coajtt  of  the  Delta.  Ship  Islund  is  also  tilt's  ki'y  to  tht; 
blockade  and  po-ssession  of  Mississippi  Sound  iind  the  fonti'ol  of  the 
coa^its  of  Mi8.si8Jiippi  and  Ala)>auiii;  we  shall  have  tKrasion.  therefore, 
to  I'ecur  to  it  when  we  speak  of  this  set^tion. 

2.  A  persistent  supervision  and  wittchfulnesi*  kcnt  up  bv  cniising 
vessels  of  projKM"  size  along  the  east  coiust  of  the  Delta,  in  C'handeleur 
and  Isle  au  Breton  sounds,  and  the  Passes  of  the  .Mississippi,  iMtst  and 
south.  It  may  prove  desirable  for  the  promotion  of  this  jKirt  of  the 
service  that  the  n^irthwest  extremity  of  tneChaiideleur  Islands  should 
be  seized  and  fortiiieH,  with  .sjX'Cial  reference  to  the  seeiiritv  of  the 
lijrht-house  and  the  protection  of  the  snuif  anchora^^  under  this  poitiL 

3.  The  complete  foititication  of  the  fork  of  the  Mississippi  at  or 
just  above  the  Passes. 

On  tluH  suliject,  and  on  the  occupation  of  Ship  Island  and  Barutana 
Hay,  and  their  defenses,  we  shall  have  a  word  to  sjiy  in  a  special 
memomnduni. 

4.  A  cartful  watch  by  cruising  vessels  over  the  Piiss**h  of  the  Mi;*- 
sissippi  from  llie  south  and  west,  and  of  the  west  c(>ast  of  the.  Delta  to 
Uraud  Pass,  Itarataria  Itay. 

5.  The  capture  of  Fort  Livingstv)n  and  the  occuj»ation  of  liara- 
taria  Bay,  where  ve.s.sels  of  the  lightest  draft  must  )ie  employed  to 
ciniise  in  the  upper  waterw  ami  interrupt,  as  far  as  ix>ssible,  the  trade 
with  New  Orleans. 

6.  The  hloi'kade  and  supervision  of  the  coast  between  Barataria  and 
At*'hafaliiva  bays,  in  the  executi4>n  of  winch  Ouninada,  Tinibalier, 
Terre  Bonne,  and  the  smaller  l>ays  are  to  be  visited. 

T.  The  military  and  naval  occu|)ation  of  the  east  end  of  Atchafulaya 
Bay,  and  the  frcMuent  ins[H'ction.  by  cruisers  of  light  draft,  of  \'i»r- 
milion  and  Cote  Blanche  bays,  which  are  traversed  by  the  llat-s  that 
bring  down  sugar  and  cotton  from  the  upper  country*. 

We  said  on  page  24  that  Ship  Island  would  constitute'  our  naval 
head<|niirlers  for  the  projected  operations  in  Mississipiil  Sound;  and 
this  introduces  the  fourth  of  tlu^  divisions  into  which  we  nave  separated 
the  Gulf  coasts,  viz: 

i.  The  coast  of  part  of  northern  and  western  Florida  and  the  eottst^  of 
Ala)>ama  and  Mississippi,  from  llw.  river  Perdido  l^i  Siiip  Island:  This 
section  includes  Mobile  Bay  and  Mississippi  Sound,  with  its  niunerotis 
and  subsi<liary  waters. 

This  is  a  stretih  of  coast  of  but  75  nautical  miles,  the  only  interest 
of  which  attaches  to  Mobile  entrance,  bay,  and  city,  and  to  the 
apprcmcbcs. 

The  bar  (»f  Mobile  entrance  is  next  to  that  of  IVnsacola  in  depth. 
having  y<i  feet  ujjon  it,  which  can  be  carried  to  the  Hue  protectoa 
anchorage  known  us  the  Lower  Fleet.  From  this  to  the  city  wbarvoti 
H  feet  can  be  carried.  The  entrance  is  defended  by  a  linished  work  of 
con.siderable  size  (Fort  Morgan)  at  Mobile  Point,  on  the  eastern  side, 
and  by  a  work  in  progress  ( Fort  <jaines)  of  smaller  dinien^ons,  on 
Danphin  Island  I'ttlnt.  on  the  w*'stern  si<ie. 

Mobile  City  has  a  population  of  41,Krl  by  the  last  cviisus,  and  is  tho 
great  cotton  exportiikg  jxirt  of  thu  (iulf,  next  to  New  Orleans.     Tho 
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M(»hil(^  River,  tbe  Alubiuiiu  River, and  ite  )>rancht's,  litnul  iu  tho  upjMir 
]mrt  of  the  SUte  of  Aliiluiniu.  A  niilroati  rotinecLs  it  with  Ciilro,  at 
tho  eiitraiirc  of  tho  Oliio  into  the  Missis-sippi  KivtM*. 

Besides  the  nmin  entrarK-e  to  Mohilc  Bav,  there  i«  an  artificial  side 
entrance  between  llsuiphin  Isliirul  rind  the  mainland,  at  (Jrant's  Pass, 
with  .'>i  feet  al  low  water  and  ahout  Hi  at  high.  This  pass  was  excn 
vat<jd  through  oyster  reefs  and  mud.  and  has  remained  open.  Then- 
was  a  lij^ht  thrre  l)efore  the  rebi-llion.  This  pass  is  tJ  miles  in  a 
stmi^iit  line  from  Fort  Morj;an,aiid  2^  miles  fr<»m  tliccity  of  Mohilr. 
Mississippi  SiMind  has  srvend  ^akk]  ejitraiu-es  directly  fmm  the  Gulf. 
It  is  not  known  whether  any  attt*ni|)t  husyetl>een  made  to  fortify 
them  or  the  pass  ju.st  mentioned.     These  are: 

1.  Throujfti  the:  eiust  spit  of  IVtit  Mois  a  passajfe.  was  cut  in  the  liur- 
rieane  of  lHr>:i,  having  iS  feet  as  the  least  water. 

2.  Horn  inland  Pass,  between  Fetit  Hois  and  Horn  Island,  has  16 
feet  Abater. 

3.  There  is  a  tine,  widechantud  between  Ship  and  Cat  islands,  with  21 
fei*t  least  wat<M*,  4'xrept  upon  two  iT-foot  htmps-  This,  howevfr.  is  in 
part  closed  by  the  fort  on  Ship  Island. 

There  i^*  a  jroml  channel  from  Ship  Island  to  Dauphin  island  for 
ve.ssds  dniwinj;  n<^^  more  than  15  fert. 

Cat  iind  Ship  Island  harbors  are  probably  both  fortified.  Into  the 
former  17  feet,  and  into  the  latter  lit  fot't  Ciin  be  carried.  The  posses- 
sion tif  the  eastern  part  of  Mississippi  Sound,  or  the  blockade  of  the 
entranres,  will  hr  nen'Nsarv,  besides  walchinjr  the  main  entmnre  of 
the  bay,  to  ttui  rtfeclive  blorkadr  <ff  Mobile. 

I'nU'.ss  (imiit's  I'ass  is  eirertually  defended,  or  is  olwtrueted,  the 
defenses  at  Mobile  may  be  turned  by  a  fonre  of  suitable  chanicter. 

Before.  s[>eakin<^  of  the  approaches  to  (he-  eity  t)i  Mobile  \vc?  nuint 
recur  t^i  the  fortilioitions  tju  Ship  I^hiiid,  which  constitute  one  of  our 
prinripid  means  f(-r  closing  up  New  Orleans, 

The  military  possession  of  Ship  Island  '].■*  no  lesN  im|M)rlant  to  our 
naval  operations  in  Mississippi  Sound  than  to  the  blockade  of  New 
Orlea[i8. 

We  reipiin'  it  as  a  depot  of  coiil  and  jirovisions,  us  well  as  a  liarlmr 
for  repairs  and  refuge.  The  small  senueircniar  work  wliirh  was  com- 
menced by  the  I'nited  Stiitcs,  and  hassinie  been  seized  by  tlii'  rebels, 
was  scarcely  above  ground  when  the  rebellion  broke  out.  We  regjird 
it  iLs  not  niurh  more  defensible  than  the  Uatteras  forts.  However  this 
nia}'  be.  the  entire  i>ossession  of  Ship  Island  and  its  sid)stitution  for 
Bensiieola  ius  a  naval  station  are  indispensable,  and  its  defense  uiight 
be  partly  naval  and  partly  tnditjiry. 

'Ihe  most  hasty  glauee  at  the  map  will  bi^  sutlicient  to  recognizo  at 
i;>nce  the  importance  (nnt  to  Im'  tnermted)  of  a  rigid  blockade  on  a 
portion  of  the  <*oast.  distint^uished  by  the  geogniphieal  features  which 
are  most  favoriible  to  tnide  and  intercourse  l)y  water,  and  sheltered 
fmm  Lln'  di'Ntructiv*!  inlluem-y  of  .-.tonus  by  a  barrier  of  out  lying 
islands. 

It  fortunately  hap|>e.ns  hero,  as  elsewhere,  that  the  blockading  fleet 
can  perform  its  duty  strictly  while  it  is  enjoying  the  protection  of  the 
eneiiiyV  harUjis. 

We  nuist  add  a  word  on  the  approach  Uy  Mobile  by  land. 

Knmi  the  Ciulf  shore,  the  nearest  land  approatdi  to  Mobile  leads 
from  I'ascagoula  45  mdes  by  hard,  level,  sandy  roatis  throaiA  -^jwc- 
woods,  clear  of  underbrush.  :ind  easily  Ut\ow\\  \»\  vVt ^\fe^x^>^  V^^^- 
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Six  miles  out,  a  rough  hridg^c  of  SO  feet  crosses  n  deep,  miiddj" 
rttreAiii,  horilered  with  dr-nso  htishcM. 

Thcnee  on  uhout .%  n\\W»  farther  the  route  is  over  tlat  country,  with 
ouly  Mattering  loj;  housjos.  nnda  low  poi>uhition,  to  Do^  River,  which 
i«  40  feet  wide,  nuiddy,  mid  unfordiihte.  The  well-worn  bridge  there 
hsis  prol>ahly  hcen  replaeed.  Yellow  pine  is  plenty  near  lioth  streams; 
other  Htrcains  along  tlie  nmd  aro  mere  rivuletn  of  frt^sh  water. 

Fri)ni  Dojr  Hivor  to  Mobile  the  tmik  rolls  gently,  shDwing  better 
land  (s|mrsely  settlod  by  uncultivated  peoi)k');  nnd  at  a  disUince  of  l> 
niiles  it  inoets  GovernDieut  street,  Mobile,  about  2  milea  west  of  the 
Ah)bil('  wharves. 

There  in  a  deep  ravine  on  the  road,  perhaps  not  far  from  tlie  I)og 
River. 

Mobile  nmy  also  bo  reached  from  Pensacohi  by  the  Perdido  Bay  and 
River;  and  from  Portersville,  Ala.,  a  small  villagu  opjwsite  the  west 
end  of  Dauphin  Island,  through  wliirh  the  New  Orleanrf  mail  odcg 
pa.s.scdr  having  Iteen  broucrht  from  Mobile  hy  stiige.s  and  carried  thent^ 
to  New  OrleariH  by  steamboats.  We  can  furnish  some  of  the  partic- 
ulars concerning  the  route  (from  the  archives  of  the  Coai*t  Survey) 
when  they  are  wanted. 

But  we  will  not  lengthen  out  this  already  tediouis  memoir. 

In  this  |>ap(^r  we  have  treated,  lirst,  the  great  l>elta  of  the  Missis- 
sippi from  its  eastern  to  its  extreme  western  boundary;  and,  second, 
in  connection  w  ith  it,  a.-s  an  inrtC(>ai*able  part  of  the  system  of  operation;* 
recoMuncHdc4.  Mississippi  S<iund  and  Mobile,  with  its  adjacent  waters. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

S.  F.  DuPoNT, 
Captain^   U.  S»  Xitru%  /*re^f'deni, 

A.  D.  tiACHE, 

8uperinte>id*^it  U.  S.  Cttant  Suri^fi/^  3femhef\ 

J.  G.  BAUNARtJ, 
Major^  U*  X  K}iq'nH'ei\  Afemhei'. 
C.  H.  Pa  VIS, 
Cf»njtMfider,  U,  S.  Ntwij^  Memhrr  ami  SetTatnry. 

Hou.  Gideon  Weixks, 

iiecretfiry  of  the  Na/mf. 
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L<Mi.>r  fr*mi  C-mnmartdt:!'  Ahft'/t,  L\  *S,  Nat^tf^  to  Commander  Privi;  l\  S» 
Navy^  rt'tjtettiny  hU  huihitlty  in  furutHh  a  tender /*fr  ttptf'h if  duty, 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Of  Gafn'i^iotu  AiKjuH  10,  J8GL 
Sir:  1  have  received  your  communication  of  to-day,  and  in  reply 
would  state  tliat  the  ttnly  tender  I  have  now  at  my  disposal  is  the  /Mr/, 
a  pilot  boat,  drawing  9  feet  of  water,  entirely  too  much  for  any  etfi- 
cient  operations  in  Atchafalaya  or  Berwick  Bay,  where  you  inform  me 
you  are  going.  Besides  the  JJart  is  indispeufiahle  to  me  just  now,  as 
I  am  watching  a  large  sea  steamer,  the  Geiurid  Runk,  about  ready  for 
sea,  and  then-  is  danger  that  she  may  slij)  out  at  night  of  the  NortheaHt 
Passage,  which  is  some  3  miles  distant  from  our  anchoi-age  off  the 
main  entrance.     1  must,  therefore*  in  view  of  the  occurrence  of  mich 


an  untoward  ovont  — 1  nieuii  lhi»  csrajw*  of  tlio  ^rrfwnt/ RitJil'-~\n'oU}.tit 
ajriiinst  the  withdrawal  at  this  jiinctiin' of  siuh  an  important  ^lortion 
of  my  t-'oniinand.  Thoro  aro  throe  channels  to  the  entrance  to  (irtlv'e«- 
ton»  .some  3  or4  mile^  apait,  all  of  which  have  to  he  carefully  waU-hetl 
liy  us,  and  to  do  it  without  a  tt^ndwr  at  nieht  would  involve  t)ii>  expen- 
dituiv.  of  coal  to  such  an  ext<*nt  that  I- .snould  soon  he  without  any. 
'Ihc  iSam.  Jlou^Um^  another  armed  tender  of  much  lighter  draft,  I 
expert  will  he  hpre  in  a  few  days,  which  veaeel  I  will  jjladJy  send  you 
the  iMumer)l  she  arrives. 

Trusting,'' Vitu  will  see  what  a  jfroat  wron^f  it  would  Ijo  to  take,  juflt 
now,  the  only  aid  of  tho  kind  that  1  have,  1  am, 
Ke«[>ectfuUy,  yours, 

Jamrs  Alt>en, 

Comnuinder  Cuikko  Priok,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Ciuinnundiiuj  Stfiinnf/'  IfnutHrtJ/e  nnd  Senior  Oj^ccr  P^'esent. 


I^'iif'i' frt>m  Conimnnder  Pricf",  f  ,  iS,  Stiv)/^  to  Commander  AldeUj  V.  S, 
Niwy^  hmatimj  ujm>ii  tfie  i^xmporury  .ttrrv/'aji  of  a  tender, 

U.  S.  S.  Ht'NTSVILXJ2, 

({fGalK'e'ftfm,  Aiufutft  10,  ISO' J, 
Siii:  Irj  reply  to  yours  of  thia  date,  I  have  to  wiy  that  1  am  so  fully 
aliv*'  to  tlic  ur<'en4;y  of  the  rcju^ons  set  forth  hy  you  tliat  if  I  had  the 
option  I  wo\dd  perhaps  let  ytmr  tcmler  remain  with  you.  As  it  is. 
howevei*,  my  t)rder,s  are  imperative,  and  1  tfierefore  must  take  her,  if 
Imt  for  a  few  days,  to  enable  ine  to  scour  tho  coast  from  this  to  Ber- 
wick Buy. 

After  performing  that  service  I  will  return  her  and  await  the  arrival 
of  the  Sum.  //'iti^fytfi  fiom  Pensacola  or  the  South  West  Pass,  which 
you  promise  to  dispatch  to  me  imnicdiately. 
1  atu,  rcspeclfully,  yours, 

CiCEKO   PllIUR, 

■  Cominand^^r. 
Comniander  Jamks  Au>kn, 

Comit^iinding  U.  S.  S.  South  Ca/^dwa^  off  Galve«t<^n. 


Lftterfntm  Commander  Price^  U,  S,  Nrnftj^  to  Commander  Alderij  [L  S. 
iVr/'w;/,  rt>^ardi»^  proposed  truUe  off  the  Sabh^e  River. 

U.  S.  S.  PTuNTsvirxK, 

Off  Ofd^Y^tofi,  Awjnttt  JO,  ISO  J, 
iSiit:  Since  my  intirview  with  you  this  morninjj,  in  addition  to  your 
note  upon  the  same  suliject,  1  have  eoucluded  to  leave  the  schooner 
here,  for  it  is  of  the  tirflt  importance  that  the  {/(^utrra/  A'/w/-  (armtul 
steamer)  should  he  prevented  from  getting  out  of  Oalveston,  to  which 
end  you  rejriird  I  lie  ]>rescnce  here  of  the  seh(x>neras  e-Hsential. 

1  shall  proceed  this  eveninnf  off  the  mouth  of  thci  Sahino  Kiyer  in  the 
hopes  of  pickinjj  up  something,'.  To-morrow  or  the  next  <iay  shall  jfo 
farther  to  the  eiLstward  on  the  coa^t  and  relurn  a^^ain  Ui  the  Sahine  hy 
the  middle  of  next  week,  us  you  tell  me  that  is  ehyirly  my  Iiest  position 
to  intercept  tradei-s  from  B<*rwieU  liay. 
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Should  3'oi!  havf  any  inroniiation  for  me,  and  llip  iiii^nH  of 
injf  it  otloiM.  ple^uie  seek  nic  on  tlmt  part  of  the  c<.>]Lst. 

1  am  HO  li^ht.  and  short,  of  coal,  that  I  can  not  cruise  morn  than  is 
al>HulutL'ly  neci»!ssary. 

Very  ro.spootfully,  your  o>>edient  servant, 

CiOEHO  Pbice^ 
Cmnmandtr,  Ih  S,  Nmnf, 
Coniniaiidor  James  Alden, 

Onjiimnnli/uj  C.  S.  S.  South  Vartilmn^  off  Gaft^est^m, 


'Rtyport  of  Commander  Smithy  V.  S.  Nary^  cvntviandm^f  U>  S.  S,  Jf<rft- 
Mac/iffMtttit,  t'eyttrdf'nt/  fheruworetijiuing  out  of  'fens^^t  for  'tft'i'l'tn^j 
J'cderal  Uockaderff. 

U.  S.  S.  MAS8ACHUaETTS» 
Off  Ship  fdatid,  Autyuxt  JO,  ISC  J. 
Sir:  Since  closing  my  dispatches,  I  have  been  informed  bv  the  late 
masler  of  the  ])ri7.e  sloop  vfiarJen  Henri/  tlmt  the  rebels  are  tittinjr  out 
three  stennior.s  in  Mississippi  Sound  for  the  purpose  of  nttaekinfj  this 
vessel,  and  have  construeted  at  New  Orleans  au  iron  subuiarino  pro- 
peller to  destroy  the  BriM>kiyi\. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  my  ordnance  returnn  that  I  h*ivo  too 
sumll  a  nnniitity  of  uinrniiniHon  lo  sustain  an  en«rHjfi«nirnt  of  any  duni- 
tion,  as  it  woidd  be  impossible,  on  account  of  tue  speed  of  the  rebel 
8teamer^,  to  brini;  (liem  to  close  quaitei-s. 

I  have  on  board  HM  projectiles  for  the  Vlll-incb  ^'uns.  44  of  which 
are  fuze<i  for  near-firin^r  charj^es,  and  ST  projectiles  for  llie  8:;i-|Knm(ier 
pivot  ffun.  coiitiiHting  of  59  solid  shot,  3  stands  of  grape,  and  a5  live- 
second  .-hells. 

The  ehaijyes  corrcspondinjir  to  these  are  for  ordinary  Hring. 
Very  respcitftilly.  your  nbedicnl  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

CotHtnuud*^\  U,  S,  Nai-^y, 

Flair-Oflicer  William  Mervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

VounHAindlny  U.  S.  Iii4jcktidln(j  Sr/utrdiHjji ,  Guff  of  Mexico 


Iiii/tructions  fntoi   t/w  St^^Tetanj  tf  f  ff    A'ui^y  itt  /'fuy-Offet^r  MtTvim^, 
U,  S,  Navy,  re/jardiny  matters pertaiuimj  to  his  ctrmmand, 

Navv  Department,  Auc/wtt  IJ^  18GU 
Sir:  An  oi-der  is  to  be  sent  to  Tt>rtugas  by  the  Wai-  Department  to 
return  the  IX-inch  jrnns  borrowed  from  the  Navy.  Kudosed  is  the 
copy  of  the  order  s<*nt  to  yuu  under  date,  which  it  is  earnestly  hoped 
you  will  have  coti.sidercd  practicable  licfore  any  action  is  t;iken  t(»ward 
removing  tliese  ^m\H  beyond  your  reach.  Tfie  recent  escape  of  the 
piS'ate  jfr/^tte-  from  New  Orleans  renders  prompt  action  necessary. 

If  the  storesbip  M'/e/z^f  has  not  left  your  t*qufldi*on,  distribute  her 
store.s  and  send  her  to  Boston.  Keep  the  naval  storekeeper  at  Kvy 
West  mformed  of  the  wants  of  your  vessels,  and  direct  him  to  forward 
what  supplies  are  needed. 

The  orders  fr)r  the  coal  vessels  now  about  leaving  for  Key  AVest 
may  be  left  with  him. 


Four  colli  vessels  loaded,  the  J^etijyiot,  at  Boston,  P/n/ijttrrti,  Au/tn. 
and  iiuiinf^  at  Now  York,  will  report  at  Key  West.  Karh  is  armed 
with  four  L'uns. 

'I'ho  liicfiiiitmd  and  Kr'ydfUH-  Statt\  now  in  tlic  West  Indirs  in  pur 
8nit  of  the  pirate  Sumter  (which  has  returned  to  Mew  Orleans),  are 
ordi'ied  t<t  report  to  yoxi. 

The  J/occ^foniau  will  form  jmrt  of  yonr  squadron  for  the  present 

The  Cifuihi'tffgf',  at  Hoston,  is  fitting  f<^^tho  (iulf;  also  the  Pittt>mHt\ 
at  New  York,  besides  several  pur4.ha.s0d  Mteamers  and  tujfs  and  armed 
schooniTs. 

By  Hinkinjr  your  prizes,  a.s  ^ireviously  sujjjrested,  and  oeonpyinjy  the 
Head  of  the  I*iisses,  it  is  confidently  helioved  that  tlie  enemy  ntay  he 
kept  from  prey  in  jf  u(X)n  our  commerce. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Offieer  William  Mervine, 

Vomtnunding  Gulf  Blavkadhig  Stjiuiditm^  Key  Wtatty  Flu, 


Re^unrt  of  FUuj-  Offirtr  Mennne,  U.  S.  Xaryi,  regaffUuij  gettmU  matters 
ptirtalnhiy  Uj  hU  couifnana. 

No.  16.]  •  U.  S.  F1-AO8HIP  Colorado, 

Of  ?n,t  Pirh-HH,  Attgtftif  U\IJl  1S61. 

Sir:  1  have  the  lionor  to  inform  yon  that  the  frij^ute  .SV/^Av  arrived  at 
this  anchora^'4'  day  hrt'or*'  ycsterffay  with  an  Ariierieaii-lmilt  si'Iiooner 
under  a  British  provisional  ri'y:i.ster.  This  vessel,  it  is  believed,  h»ts 
heen  enjrujrcil  in  an  illicit  trade  Iwtween  Berwick  Bay  and  Havana. 
She  is  oi-dered  to  Key  West  for  adjiidii-ution. 

Two  schooners,  ea[)lnred  hy  Onmnarnlcr  Alden,  of  the  iSouth  Catv- 
///((/,  with  hnnher  taken  froiii  iliflV'renl  raptured  yef*sels,  were  .soiit  here 
for  my  disposid.  While  landiuj^  the  hinil>er  on  tlie  lieeu'h  for  adjudi- 
<iiti<in,  both  vessels  dra^^fed  their  umhors  and  went  ashore  on  the 
lH'a(*h  of  Santa  liosa  Island  durinir  n  yiolrriit  squall.  Tlie  loss  is  to  be 
re^rettrd  only  as  it  deprives  me  of  sinkinj?  them  on  the  bar  at  the  eaxt 
end  of  Santa  Kosji,  in  ^vhiL•h  cjise  I  could  have  dispensed  with  the 
.services  of  the  steamer"  Il'v^ni/Z/^^/c  at  that  puss  ur  iidet.  I  shnll  pro- 
reed  in  this  whip  t<r-morrow  to  Ship  Island,  Mississippi  Sound,  to  see 
if  the  liM-titication  recently  put  up  there  can  la;  suc<'essfiilly  slonued. 
Two  or  tliree  steamers  carrying'  heavv  ordnanrt*  tjiko  shelter  under  its 
^uns  when  cliasi'd,  iind  are  constantly  on  the  lookout  to  cut  olf  our 
supply  vessels  in  the  absence  t)f  the  \lii.sn<ichunttU, 

Commander  French,  U.  S.  sloop  Prthlf^  has  informed  me  of  his 
arrival  at  Key  West.  I  leave  orders  for  the  Prehh-  to  proceed  at  once 
to  the  South  Kast  Pa.'is,  Mississippi  Hivei',  to  relieve  the  St.  LttuUy 
ordered  home  for  rejmirs.  1  leave  orders  for  the  schooner  Wanderer^ 
on  her  arrival  at  this  anchoraije,  to  proceed  to  Key  West  to  relievo 
the  steamer  Oruttader^  ordered  aou»e  for  new  boilers. 

I  have  direeted  Captain  Eajrle,  U.  S.  frijmU*  Snnief^  to  remain  at 
this  station  until  my  return  from  Ship  Island  and  Berwick  Bay. 

I  deetn  it  prudent  to  dispatcfi  the  Water  Witch  to  the  lortugas 
during  the  appruaehliig  tempesluous  season,  where  she  will  be  four  or 
tive  weeks,  cruising  off  there  when  the  weather  permits.     During  thft 
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heavy  gales  which  prevail  at  this  .sca.son  of  the  year  it  would  be 
extremely  hazardous  to  have  her  on  any  exposed  station. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Rfvodt  hhmd  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the  12th 
instant  and  departed  the  next  morning,  after  leaving  supplies  of  fresh 
provisions  and  vegetables. 

In  relation  to  destroying  the  telegraphic  communication  betwixt 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  I  .submit  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
received  from  Commander  Melancton  Smith,  of  the  Maamchxii^tif* : 

The  telegraph  line  that  I  am  ordered  to  destroy  can  not  be  approached  in  this 
veflBel  at  an^  point  nearer  than  20  miles,  and  then  only  by  entering  Ship  Island 
Passage,  which  channel  is  now  guarded  by  a  very  foniiidable'  fnrtification  and  ("orre- 
Bponding  force,' while  the  steameiB  in  Miasiaeippi'Soand  are  all  swift  and  armed  with 
oidnanoe  of  long  rac^e. 

The  general  health  of  this  ship  is  good,  though  there  are  several  of 
the  officers  suffering  from  dysenterj'. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  letters  of  21st  June,  2d, 
8th,  ICth,  and  20th  July. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  MER^'T^'K, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Bl-ochading  Squadrrm. 

Hon.  GiDEOX  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Liexdenant    Craven,    U.    S.    Natry^   senior   officer   at    Keif 

Went,  Fla. 

Notice  to  the  pnblic. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
JCey  West,  Augmi  IS,  1861, 
I  do  hereby  give  notice  that,  in  future,  no  vessels  or  boats  l>clong- 
ing  to  this  place  will  be  permitted  to  leave  this  harbor  except  those 
whose  owners  and  crews  snail  have  first  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  Government. 

And  1  do  fiirthor  give  notice  that  if  this  resource  fails  to  prevent 
correspondence  with  the  rebels  of  the  mainland,  I  will  close  the  trade 
of  this  port,  the  responsibility  resting  on  those  traitors  who,  while 
plotting  mischief,  believe  themselves  unobserved. 

T,  Auoa.  Craven, 
Lieutenant,  C<nnmandrng. 


Report  of  LieitUinant  Craven,   U.   S.   Nar^y,  regarding  the  coafttwhe 

trade  of  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
Key  ^YeHt,  Augu.s/  IJf,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  that  portion  of  your  h'tter  of  6th 
instant  which  refers  to  the  cutting  off  and  destroying  sill  coastwise 
trade  of  Florida.  *  • 

There  is  an  inshore  channel  from  Tampa  to  Cedar  Keys  through 
which  communication  ih  kept  up,  and  which  can  only  bo  effectually 
destroyed  by  the  destruction  of  the  settlement  at  Cedar  Keys  and  the 
breaking  up  of  the  railroad  there. 


:aDTNG  aQXTADROW, 

Most  of  the  buildings  at  that  pliiro  liclong  to  the  GoviTrinient, 
havinjr  'n-en  put  up  f)y  the  army.  The  same  may  be  aaid  of  the 
Tampa  sottlfMnrnt. 

These  places  can  only  he  approached  by  vessels  of  6  feet  draft  or  by 
H  formidable  Inrnt  expedition.  I  am  informed  that  some  50  men  are 
at-CVdar  Keys  iiy  a  ji^uarH.  and  there  are  about  the  same  uunibcr  at 
TamjKu  without  organiziition. 

1  am,  very  i-espectfully,  your  ol>cdient  scr\'ant, 

T.    AUGS.    CttAVEN, 
LimUcnatd^  Cttmwaudhitj* 
Flag-Ofliccr  William  Meuvink, 

Commandhiif  Gulf  Bl<K'kading  Stjwtdr</n. 


LiMer  from  the  SeerciHry  of  the  Atirt/  to  FUnj-O-gicfr  Merv'int\  11.  S. 
Naxyyy  trtin^7nitfing  ak'etch  of  tht-  I*UJiMeJt  (f  the  Mimditslppl  Hivt^'. 

Navv  Dkpartsient,  Augiid  7|,  1861. 
Sir:  I  trannmit  to  you  hei*e\vith  for  your  information  two  sketches 
of  the  l*a.^seK  and  ft>rk  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  the  special  object  tif 
wliioh  is  to  point  out  to  you  the  best  ground  on  the  harIiO!*s  suitable 
for  the  Hito  of  a  fortificatiim. 

T  nail  your  Hpei-ial  attention  to  the  sketi'h  shown  in  No.  3  of  the 
liidit-hoiisc  situation  and  of  ihe  foundation  of  the  former  tower  at  the 
Head  of  the  Passes  as  it  appear::!  in  1S.>7. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'aut, 

OiDKoN  Welles. 
Klag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Commanding  G id f  Blockading  S^itadroju 
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[Enclofmre.] 


Sketch  of  the  MlwliHiltlil  Klvtir  nbovu  tliu  llvatl  ol  tbu  I*iihm!H,  allowing  I'lrni  mjiI,  tH.-ui.-li,  iiii>i  iiutt^h. 


S.K'fyiSs. 


Appnntinwti'  Mcale,  16C  feet  to  I  tnoh. 

Bkel4:li  uf  llie  liRht'bou^v  pitiiallun  ami  »(  tht*  (niimliiilon  of  Ww  fonniT  tnwt^r  at  the  Ik^tid  nf  the 
I'smtw,  l«»".     Thf  lei-L-*  in  rit  prc^-nl  iniu.'h  ill  lap  I  tiM  led,  il  ni>l  t-nllwly  washed  ■»»>■, 


Insirxwtinfiyi  from  Fhig-ifffii^^  Merr^ne^  U,  S*  Aflty,  to  Capttiin  Eagle^ 
U.  <.S'.  A'/zry,  to  h»'  ftflhurvd  during  the  ahuence  of  tf*^  jt/rintfr  Jroin 
the  anchoragt'  off  J'ort  I'iele/u*, 

U.  S.  Ship  Colorai>o» 
Off  Fort  /'irJi'i'/iM^  Aufjiittt  Iff,  \]S6l\. 

Sir;  You  will  ronmin  at  this  anchonij'c  with  thf  sliiji  iindrr  your 
c-onirtmiid  until  further  onlors.  ShduH  llio  ndtcls  attrmpt  to  mnko  a 
hindiiig  on  Suiitu  Kosa  Ishuul  (luring  my  altsciu'C,  you  will  c<>ojx;ratc 
with  tho  colonol  coninmndaiit  ui  Fort  Pirkon.s  in  ropulsinjj  tliein. 

I'lHui  tl»' arrival  of  the  sfh(»oMer  Hr/zK/r/vr  hore.  you  will  ininuuli- 
Btcly  (lispiitoh  h(M-  to  Key  We^t  under  orders  herewith  enelosed.  You 
will  also  direct  Couiniander  li,  Freneh,  of  the  l*rfffU\  on  hi^i  arrival 
beve.  to  proeeed  inmj4'diat*'ly,  and  without  anehoring,  to  oxecuto  the 
orders  herewith  iMielojiCHl.  On  the  arrival  of  tho  WuUr  Wi'/rh^  after 
she  shall  have  delivered  the  mail  for  Fort  Pickens,  di.spateh  her  with 
orders  to  rejwrt  to  mo  at  Missi^Hippi  Sound,  or  either  of  the  I*as»es  of 
the  Mi«.si88ippi  Uiver. 

Be  pleased  to  caution  Liriitermnl-C'omniandinj,'  RoiirkrndorfT  not  to 

apjiroach  U*o  near  Ship  Island,  in  the  event  of  liir*  not  tinding  mc  there. 

lue  enemy  have    two   large   steamers   there  with    h<avy  ordnance 

-iiouuted  on  them,  and  whieli  be  uu^ht  uuHtako  for  the  }ffty.yii<hmrtttt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mekvine, 
Ff^ig- Offk'eTy  Commniutifig  Gulf  Blockading  JSqwtdrim. 

Captain  Hrnuy  Eagle, 

U.  S.  Frigate  SaiUee. 
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Order  of  Fkvj- Officer  Merv'ine^  U.  S.  JVavy,  to  Captain  Eagh,  U.    S. 
Navy^  aniiulUng  jyremous  instructions. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Colorado, 
Off  Ftn-t  Pickens,  August  16,  1861, 
Sir:  CirciimstamcH  have  rendered  it  necessary  that  1  should  assign 
you  other  .service  than  that  contained  in  your  instructions  of  yester- 
day's date.  You  will,  therefore,  on  receipt  of  this,  proceed  with  all 
pi-in-ticablc  dispatch  to  Pass  a  TOutre,  Mississippi  River,  off  which 
Pass  you  will  anchor  the  ship  under  your  command  and  maintain  an 
effective  blockade.  For  this  pui-poso  it  will  be  your  especial  duty  to 
anchor  your  ship  so  near  the  oar  as  to  prevent  all  ingress  or  egress. 
On  your  arrival  thore,  you  will  direct  Commander  Poor  to  take  a  posi- 
tion between  the  [South]  East  and  North  East  passes  that  will  enable 
him  to  intercept  any  vessel  passing  in  or  out.  Inform  Commander 
Poor  that  1  have  orders  to  relieve  him  when  his  services  can  be  spared, 
which  1  hope  will  be  very  shortly.  You  will  please  direct  Commander 
Poor  to  deliver  the  enclosed  dispatch  addressed  to  Commander  A. 
Gibson,  of  the  sloop  St.  Louis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervinr, 
FI(f<j-Ojffrer^  Cotnthanding  Gulf  Blockade  Squadron, 

Captain  Henry  Eagle, 

U.  S.  Frigate  San  tee. 


Report  of  Flag-Officvr  Mermne^  U.  S.  Nai-^y,  regarding  general  ntai- 

ters  jjertaining  to  Ida  c<kntmai\d. 

No.  17.]  U.  S.  Frkutk  Colorado, 

Off  Fart  Pk'kefis,  Augiist  17,  1861. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Pmchatan  arrived  here  last  evening  from  the  South 
West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
information  of  the  whereauouts  of  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter,  which 
Captain  MoKoan.  of  the  jS'ifigarn,  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to 
authorize  the  withdniwal  of  that  vessel  from  her  station  for  the  time 
being.  The  informution  was  obtained  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
D.  D.  Porter,  by  a  jiioniise  made  to  one  of  the  <'iew  of  the  schooner 
Ahhy  Bradford  that  no  harm  should  occur  to  him,  the  narrator,  in 
consequence  of  beinj^  found  in  arms  aj^ainst  the  (lovernment,  provided 
he  gave  a  circumslantial  and  true  account  of  the  Sumter^s  movements, 
which,  1  presume,  Ijieutenant  Porter,  in  his  dispatch  in  relation  to  the 
capture,  eoniinunicated  to  you.  This  information  is  no  doubt  reliable. 
I  have  sent  the  J\richaia)t  to  Puei"to  Hello,  where  the  Smider  is  repre- 
sented to  be,  lying  out*iide  the  port,  in  a  disorganized  state,  short  of 
coal  and  money  and  without  credit.  I  hope  Lieutenant  Porter  may 
fall  in  with  and  capture  her. 

In  withdrawing  the  Pndudan  from  her  station,  J  have  departed 
from  the  letter  of  my  instructions,  hut  the  object  s()tii,rlit  to  be  obtained 
in  arresting  tlie  depredations  of  that  pinitical  craft  upon  our  merchant 
marine  will,  I  hope,  justify  the  measure  and  meet  witli  your  approval. 

1  have  been  looking  forward  with  some  solicitutle  to  tlie  time  when 
I  could  leave  this  station  in  charge  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  squad- 


rnn  of  snf!iri*'nt  force  to  prrvnit  a  liiiidinj'' on  Sintn  Uosii  l.-luiid,  in 
rvnf  oi'  Full  fickons;  of  this  bowovfr,  \  think  no  ajiprehonsionrt  noed 
Jio  f  ntortaiiiofl,  for  it  is  believed  tho  rt'l>o|!4  upiKXjito  us  have  only  a 
force  suHioii'iit  to  jifuard  tlu-ir  own  linor*. 

I  hud  (iesifjnHtt'd  eilher  th('>t4'umfr  .V"*y//f7j/oj7ic/ or  frigate  AVfrtAvfor 
tlio  |Mirpose,  wliirhever  arrived  tirst.juid  when  the  AViw/tTtrurrivcdl  tlat- 
teri'd  niysi'lf  thut  I  would  ht«  al»h'  to  nmke  :i  reconiioissanco  of  thu 
rehi'l  huilfMii's  at  Ship  l.sland,  whifh  protect  the  rominerce  curried  on 
iK'tween  New  Orh'un.s  and  Mobih\  hut  I  have  heen  frnstrate<!  for  the 
present  hy  tlie  neco*»!«iry  de|mrturo  of  tho  J^furhutniu  and  1  am  wtill 
further  haniiwred  in  my  ojM'rations  hy  a  neceHsity  wliieh  antse  through 
the  want  of  judjrnient  and  excessive  timidity  of  ('aptain  Henry  Ea»'l« 
to  order  his  .ship  to  Key  We.nt  with  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  prize 
Hchooner  (■.  I\  hntiifp. 

I  am  ]>h^a8c*d  to  inform  you  that  Captain  Kllison,  of  thu  IL  /i. 
Vuylrt\  rejHtrt.s  that  hiw  si<-k  witli  smallpox  are  convaleseent.  The 
health  of  this  ship  is  as  when  I  la.st  wrote.  Keferrin^  to  your  dis- 
patch of  the  21st  June,  on  tiie  snl)ject  of  allowing  tnurketin^  to  be 
broujjlit  from  tlie  coast  (»f  Vlnrida  to  Key  West,  I  am  decidedly  of  tho 
opinion-  that  it  hIiouM  he  suppressed.  A  majority  of  the  jx'.ople  on 
the  Key  are  at  heart  secessionists,  however  much  they  profess  Union 
feelinj^  under  the  restmint  of  military  rule. 

The  day  tx'fore  n>v  departure  from  Key  AVest  T  penuitted  tho 
owner  of  a  vessel  who  professed  to  Ite  engaged  cutting  timber  for 
Fort  Taylor  to  go  to  Cape  Fhu'ida  and  carry  provisionn  to  the  men 
engaged  theie  cutting  the  timber.  This,  was  endori>ed  by  Captain 
Selfridgc,  of  the  sleanior  JifiHtfUmppi^  on  his  register  or  cle>irance. 
Instcaoof  conforming  with  hisjjemiit,  he  went  to  Tampa  Hay  with 
passengers.  On  condnj^  out  he  was  chased  by  the  I'.  S.  S,  R.  li, 
Vuifhn',  but  escaped  to  Kev  West,  where  he  was  seized  by  IjieutiMiant 
S-  L.  Breese,  of  the  WattSinr^  and  the  vessel  delivered  over  to  the 
district  att(trney  for  violation  of  the  blockade,  but  n|M)n  the  man 
swearing  (falsely)  I  hud  given  him  permission  to  go  to  Tampa  and 
carry  passengers,  the  distrk't  attorney  dismissed  the  ease  solely  on 
this  man's  false  oath. 

Commander  Pickering,  of  the  Light-IIouse  Hoard,  wa.s  prejiaring 
his  vessel  to  cut  out  a  small  privateer  fitting  out  at  Charlott*  Harbor, 
but  before  his  arrival  there  boats  were  dispatched  from  Key  W^est 
who  treacherously  ^ve  the  information.  A  Methodist  preacher, 
with  a  few  of  his  active  symi>athizcrs.  has  ju.st  been  expelled  from  the 
island  t>y  Major  French  for  openly  preaching  secession  doctrines  in  the 

fuipit.  From  a  well-known  and  reliable  Union  merchant  at  Key  West 
am  informed  that  the  lute  United  Stiites  Senator  Mailory  has  or  had 
several  express  bual.s  )>lying  i>etween  Key  West  and  Florida  coast  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  regarding  the  movements*  of  the 
suuadrou,  ot^-.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  secession  leaders  of 
Florida  w<mld  not  tojeratt^  supplies  to  i>c  carried  to  the  Key,  without 
an  equivalent  in  the  shape  of  (to  them)  valuable  information  as  to  tho 
alfairs  {»f  I  he  countrj-^  and  proceedings  on  the  island.  I  need  not  say 
to  you  that  in  ca-^e  of  troops  being  sent  to  any  part  of  the  Southern 
coast  wlni  might  louj-h  at  Key  West  for  sup])lies,  their  arrival  wnidd 
be  iumiediately  known  through  the  whole  Sjuthorn  St;iteH. 

An  Knglish  man-of-war  steamer  Hying  a  pennant  ran  down  to  us 
last  Sunday  morning  and  crossed  our  bows  within  a  ijuarter  of  a  milcv 
hauled  his  wind,  and  stood  off  without  co\v\\\\vv\\\^:\v\A\\^>ciY  ^Jvwis:.xx>ssaj, 
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the  Uriiutl  rimrt4'»ic.scf»inmon  to  all  nationul  vesM^Ls  upon  mrctinif  ench 
otbor.  This  maneuver  in  tho  pre-M^nce  of  our  enemy  waj?  exhibited 
for  the  expresj*  puq>*)s«  of  ^bowing  John  HuU\*i  interest  and  symputhy 
fur  Kinj:  Cotton. 

A  very  violent  stonu  of  throe  days'  duration  ha.s  lieen  expcrienre«d 
at  tbi»  ancbora^^a*.  'I'be  iuland  of  Santa  lio^a  afforded  us  a  good  [leej 
and  thi^  fhip  rode  it  out  Heeurely  and  well.  II4.W  the  other  shipn  of 
the  w|uudron  fared  in  le^8  favored  i>o>itiou  reinain»  to  U;  known. 

It  is  not  inipi"ol«ihle,  considering  the  inmmnity  and  sanctity  ci>n- 
eeded  Ui  national  vessels  of  war,  tliat  efforts  will  be  made  to  evade  this 
blockade  by  veiwelj*  under  the  guise  of  men-of-war.  whieb  would  pre- 
clude mv  ascertaining  their  real  character  by  ^Mircb.  I  therefore  ask 
instruction  on  thirs  Mii)ject.  the  necessity  of  which  is  forcibly  impre,sse*i 
by  tht!  strange  conduct  of  the  Hecmiug  English  vces^el  of  war  yiia- 
lerday. 

Knclosird.  I  fiund  you  documents  and  |nipers  taken  from  schooner 
jWfi/  lirtiilfifrd^  returns,  officers,  and  crew,  and  puni>hmrnt  *»n  Itourd 
the  Xunjani.  Letters*  from  Lieutenant  Cxjmmandiiig  D.  D.  Porter, 
U.  8.  S.  Poirhtitatt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  Mkhvink, 
Fhuj-itfit^tfr^  Contmnnding  (r\d/  Jifocinulimj  Sfpnninm. 

Hon.  UiDEON  Welles. 


Erjtl4ftnifnr'j  ifj»n-t  <tf  Cajfialti  JutjAr^  U,  'S.JVt/rt/^  r*yirtling  ffaUmfnt 
Iff  Flaij-ftffii^er  Menntu^  U.  S.  Navy^  rt-jK^ri  d<Ued  Auijuffi  17,  JSGI. 

U.  S.  Frioatf.  Sahtee, 

Ojf  Gnltk^ton  Bar,  Ttv.,  Xtwrmhr  ?.9.  M'67, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  letter  dated 
SeptemlMM- 14,  ISHI,  giving  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated  August  17  from 
Flug-Officer  \Villiain  Mervine. 

His  remui'ks  in  relation  to  me  have  Miqirised  me  greiitly,  ViA  there 
wa*  nothing  in  my  condtict  to  justify  those  remnrks. 

The  prize  schooner  C.  I*,  hwipp  was  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudi- 
cation, and  Flag-Officer  Mervine  sent  me  a  verf>al  order  to  put  the 
IjriHoners  on  l>oai'<l  the  sti*amer  Rhuh'  fdatid^  ttJ  l»e  sent  to  New  York. 
went  on  boaid  his  ship  and  stated  that  they  should  be  sent  to  Key 
West  to  give  in  their  testimony.  The  IHmd*'  Ixhtnd  had  gone  to  (lal- 
veston  afid  my  ship  was  ordered  to  the  Mississinpi  River,  and  I  stated 
the  improlmlnlity  of  meeting  the  stwimcr  and  the  necessity  of  sending 
them  to  Key  West.  The  Ilag-ollicer  then  said  I  had  In-lter  put  them 
on   board  the  !ln»>khjn,  to  1k^  sent  to  New  York.     I  still  urged  the 

L necessity  of  sending  them  to  Key  West.  He  then  directed  me  to  put 
them  on  board  the  St.  lAmU  and  order  her  to  lake  them  to  Key  Wej^t^ 
I  then  suggested  that  the  prisoners  he  sent  on  board  the  (lagshin,  to 
await  the  return  of  the  Uhfdr  Inland.  The  tlag-ofticer  said,  ^'Ves; 
Heiid  them  aboard."  Contain  liailey  then  fiuggestcd  that  only  a  part 
of  them  1h*  s*»nt  on  lK>ard,  The  tlag-officer  then  said,  **Ye«;  .send  a 
jjiirt  of  them.  Let  mo  see  them  when  they  come  aiK»ard."  I  then 
returned  to  my  ship,  and.  not  knowing  what  portion  to  send.  I  sent 
them  all,  for  the  Hag-otlicer  to  decide  which  he  would  keep,  lie  sent 
*For  report  dee  Sorieo  I,  volume  I,  p.  65. 
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them  back  to  my  ship,  jind  t(»!(l  Midshipnmn  Hiown.  of  tho  boat,  to 
tell  me  to  get  underway  iniuiedintely  and  proceed  to  Key  \Ve«t  and 
laud  the  prisoners  in  a  boat,  and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  the  MissiH- 
sippi  River  and  execute  bi.s  orders.  Thin  wuh  said  by  biin  in  a  violent 
fit  of  passion,  as  can  I>o  proved  by  Mr.  Hrown.  While  gettinfr  my  ship 
underway  written  orders  were  sent  to  nm  to  proceed  to  Key  West. 

To  convin<'e  the  Department  that  Fla^^-Omcer  Mervine  is  laboring 
under  a  mistake  in  regard  to  his  intention  trf>  take  the  SrntU^  with  him 
to  make  \i  reconnoissance  of  the  rebel  l>alteries  ut  Sliip  Island,  I  here- 
with give  copies  of  his  several  orders  to  ine.  I  have  briedy  given  an 
explanation  to  your  letter,  having  only  a  limited  time.  1  have  to 
rc<j nest  that  should  the  contidence  of  the  Navy  Oei>artmont  lie  dimin- 
ished, or  shouM  they  not  be  convinced  that  the  report  of  K  lag -Officer 
Mervine  is  incorrect,  a  couit  of  enquiry  may  be  04iHed  to  investigate 
my  conduct.  My  conscience  accjuits  mo  entirel}'  of  the  charge  made 
against  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Oaptain, 

Hon.  GtDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  ^avi/^  Washington  ^  D.  C, 


Report  of  Commarider  Price^  U.  S.  Na/vy,  commandmg  U.  S,  S. 
Iluntj^vUle^  regardijifj  the  capture  by  that  7Vitsd  of  a  »matl  schwmsr 
ctirrying  paasengers from  Smine  OUy, 

U.  S.  S.  HUNTSVILLE, 

Off  At'jhiffitnya  Bay,  Augmt  IS,  1861. 

Sir:  By  the  Rhode  Idand  \  send  you  this  hurried  communication. 

After  giving  the  South  Otntlina  4<)  tons  (»f  coal,  I  <'ame  down  the 
coast  to  my  anchorage  otf  this  station,  when,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
13th  instant,  to  the  westward  some  40  miles,  I  saw  a  schooner  inshore, 
and  jis  it  was  catm,  sent  my  Ixiatj?  and  captured  Iier.  She  was  a  little 
tub  of  u  thing  of  30  tons,  with  passengers  from  Saliine  City.  As 
there  w4:ro  two  ladies  on  board,  and  it  was  an  uninhabited  jwirt  of  the 
ooast,  I  had  to  take  thera  back  to  Sabine  and  land  them  undei*  a  Hag 
of  truce.  There  was  a  slave  on  the  beach  with  his  master,  the  former 
of  whom  wiLS  captured  and  brought  on  hoard  by  the  boats,  but  I 
released  him,  as  it  seemed  like  kidnapping.  1  have  retained  one  sailor 
who  was  anxious  to  leave  the  country. 

The  schooner  I  shall  destroy,  as  she  is  too  dull  for  a  tender. 

My  coal  is  nearly  exhaustetJ,  and  I  shall  have  U)  go  to  Galveston  to 
meet  the  coal  ship. 

Thi'  tiude  is  broken  up  from  Berwick,  and  my  ship  is  altogether  too 
deep  to  get  into  the  adjoining  waters  even. 

I  dill  not  obtain  the  tender  from  the  South  Cdrolinfi^  for  the  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  following  communication*  from  Commander  Aldeu. 
Very  i-espectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commande7\ 

Klag-Oflicor  Wm,  Mervine, 

Oomma ruling  G-ulf  Bl^Kkading  Squadron, 

•See  report  Alden  to  Price.  August  10,  1862. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  U,  S.  2favy,  riiparding  iha  hark  Jattia 
Maanoell,  sent  by  the  U.  S.  8,  SunUer  vnlo  Giet^fhugoH. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Clenfitegoft^  An/fujtt  19,  18€L 
Sir:  I  had  a  good  run  to  San  Antonio,  tbougb  the  weather  n-fts 
rather  rough.  At  that  place  I  overhauled  five  vessels,  three  of  them 
American,  and  at«;ertained  that  the  SimUvr  had  sent  the  American 
hiiv\L  James  Ma:incell  into  Cienfuegos  on  the  7th  of  this  month;  that 
the  authorities  ordered  her  to  aca  again  at  once,  but  that  the  prize 
ci-ew  returned  next  daj  in  a  boat  and  roix)rted  that  she  had  foundered 
outride.  I  communicated  with  an  American  brig  (the  FranJcUn,  of 
Boston)  this  morning  and  the  captain,  who  sailwl  yesterday  from 
Trinidad,  informs  me  that  the*/awt'#  Jfairwdl  has  been  picked  up  out- 
side and  brought  into  Cienfuegos  again;  that  she  had  discharged  part 
of  her  cargo  into  launches  out^tide.  1  am  here  to  make  enquiries 
about  this  matter  and  to  get  the  Jamen  Ma:tWi:W8  chart  and  a.scortain 
where  she  was  taken  by  the  Sumter.  The  captain  of  the  Franklin 
says  she  was  captured  off  Puerto  Cabello.  So  far  we  have  gained  ten 
days^  later  news  of  her  and  hope  to  be  on  her  track  in  less  than  a  week. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Cornmafuiing  Gulf  Blockading  Squadroii^  U,  S,  S,  Colorado. 


Ord^  of  th4  Secretary  o^  the  Na^y  to  Flag-OJI^  Mervinf,  U,  S. 

Navy,  enjoining  the  etriateJtt  vigilance  in  guarding  the  Miatis^ippi 

River. 

Navy  Department,  Avgmt  W^  1861, 

Sir:  It  is  necessary  that  the  Mississippi  should  be  guarded  with  great 
vigilance. 

The  attention  of  the  country  and  the  whole  commercial  world  is 
interested  on  that  question,  and  you  can  not  overestimate  your 
responsibility  in  connection  with  it. 

The  escape  of  the  Sumter  and  her  subsequent  depredations  have 
caused  great  dissatisfaction  and  much  <roinment  on  the  tronduct  of  the 
Brooklyn.  If  that  vessel,  which  has  now  been  long  on  duty,  has 
become  imijaircd  or  inefficient,  you  will  do  well  to  dispatch  her  to  the 
North  to  be  docked  and  renovated,  so  that  she  may  return  in  season 
for  the  important  duties  and  active  service  that  will  be  soon  required. 
You  linvo  a  long  line  of  coast  to  guard,  and  there  are  certain  points, 
jMirticularl^'  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi,  that  must  be  watched  with 
sleepless  ngilance. 

Additional  vessels  will  be  constantly  added  to  your  squadron  as  they 
can  be  procured  and  armed.  In  the  meantime  i  am  confident  you  will 
make  the  best  use  of  those  vessels  you  have  to  meet  the  expectations 
of  the  Government  and  the  country. 

I  send  j^ou  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  vice-consul  at 
Liverpool  which  requires  attention. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mer\ine, 

Commanding  G\df  Blockading  S^uidron. 
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^cr  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Naap  to  Fl<ig-  Officer  Menyln^^  L\  S, 
Nwoy^  traTtHniittmg  letter  refenTed  Jroin  the  State  Departm^U  regard- 
ing shipment  ofmuniiionji  of  war  to  Matamoroji^  Mexico, 

Navy  Department,  August  SS^  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  copy  of  a  letter,  referred  to  this  Department  by 
the  Hon.  W.  11.  Seward,  is  sent  for  your  information. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  jVavy. 
t'lag-Officor  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Q^ulf  Bl4>chiding  Squadron. 

IKDcIoenra.] 

Private.] 

New  York,  Ang^tH  20,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  reqiiested  Mr.  Brown  to  advi.se  yoii  that  my  tirm 
has  iiifortuntion  of  an-anj^omeuts  having  been  ma<le  in  Europe  for  the 
.^hipnif  nt  of  munitions  of  war  to  the  port  of  Mataiuoras,  in  Mexico, 
which,  as  you  know,  adjoins  tho  Texan  frontier,  and  1  write  now  to 
confirm  the  intelligence. 

It  appears  so  easy  to  make  entries  into  the  Confederate  States  from 
Matanioras  thiit  1  would  suggest  whether  it  would  uM  he  well  to  have 
a  careful  ohservation  of  that  jx>rt.  and  also  to  watch  the  clearances  to 
that  t[uarter  from  the  Nort^hern  Stiites. 

Would  there  not  be  security  in  requiring  that  veasels  loading  forthe 
Wejst  Indies  and  port^s  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  should  only  be  allowed 
to  take  in  cargo  under  the  inspection  of  a  custom-house  officer? 
Yours,  very  faithfully, 

R.  B.  MiNTURN. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward. 


Rej)ort  of  Captain  Pope^   U.  S.  JVavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Rich- 
mond, referring  to  the  rep*jrted  movements  of  the  C  S,  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Kingstony  Jamaica.,  August  22 ^  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  tho  honor  to  report  this  ship  at  this  port  coaling,  and 
shall  leave  as  soon  as  completed  and  proceed  on  in  accordanc^e  with 
instructions  from  the  Department.  On  jms-singthrough  the  Mariguana 
l*!issage,  a  wreck  was  ilist^overed  on  the  reef.  I  nui  this  ship  close  to, 
when  Commander  Horatio  Nelson  came  on  board  and  informed  me 
that  it  was  her  British  Majesty's  steam  sloop  Driver^  wrecked  on  the 
3d  instant;  that  he  was  expecting  one  of  her  British  Majesty's  ships 
every  daj'  to  take  them  off, 

I  offered  an}'  assistance  and  to  take  his  crew  to  this  port.  The  only 
thing  be  desired  was  uuinine,  which  we  supplied. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  has  just  como  in  for  coal.  Commander 
Porter  says  he  has  verbal  instructions  to  go  in  search  of  the  Sumtci\ 
from  Flag-Orticer  Mervine. 

A  Trinidad  Price  Current  of  the  tith  of  August  reports  that  on  the 
30th  ultimo  the  Confederate  States  screw  steamer  iSwmi^r  <ma»&  vo\» 
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that  i>ort  for  roal,  and  jsailed  from  thence  on  the  5th  August,  steeriDg 
west,  and  that  she  had  t-aptured  eleven  prizeu  and  set  the  crews  at 
liberty. 

Very  rcHpcctfully,  «ir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jko.  Pope, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secvetary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Memn^^  U.  jS.  Nat*y,  regarding  the  ginking  of 
the  Hchooner  Aid  to  df}»truct  tJie  paits  at  eastern  end  of  Santa  Mom 
Idand. 

No.  18.]  Flagship  Colorado, 

Off  Fart  Pickens^  Av^ust  ^,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  I  have  sunk  at  the  east  end 
of  Santa  KosalHland  the  schooner  AhI^  captured  by  Captain  William  W. 
McKcan,  which,  as  long  as  it  last^s,  will  obstruct  all  ingress  and  ejrress 
at  that  pass,  and  J  am  thus  enabled  to  dispense  with  the  U.  S,  & 
Wyavd<fttf\  and  have  ordered  her  to  New  York  for  repairs,  in  accord- 
ance with  your  instructions.  I  have  also  ordered  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Cmven,  at  Key  West,  to  turn  overall  unexecuted  orders  and 
instructions  relative  to  the  blockade  to  Lieutenant  Samuel  L.  Breese, 
at  present  in  command  of  the  ^ynnderer,  and  to  proceed  to  New  York 
for  repairs,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Wanderer  vXi^Qy  West,  for  which 
place  she  sailed  from  this  anchorage  on  the  2()th  instant.  I  send  this 
commuiiication  l)y  the  Wyandotf<\  which  sails  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Flag-Ojjicvr^  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sfptadrrm, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  (fthr.  Nary ^  WaKhhtgton,  D.  C. 


Leftf-r  from  the  Secretary  if  the  Nary  to  Flag-Officer  Merrhie,   U.  S, 
Nary,  rvgardhnj  tlm  deUiy  in  active  ineaxwet^  againtft  Ship  hl<ind. 

Navy  Departmknt,  Augvnt  "23.,  1861, 

Sir:  In  your  dispatch  No.  [13J,  of  the  25d  July,  you  report  that  you 
intend  to  visit  Ship  Island. 

It  has  been  u  matter  of  surprise  and  regret  that  so  imjwrtant  a  posi- 
tion as  Ship  Island  should  have  been  permitted  to  >>e  fortified  and 
retained  by  the  insurgents. 

At  this  distance  it  is  difli<*ult  to  understand  the  reasons  for  the 
apparent  inactivity  and  inditferonce  that  have  governed  in  this  matter. 
If  the  force  under  your  command  is  not  all  that  vvc  wish  or  all  that  we 
intend  it  shall  be,  still  it  is  sufficient  for  some  demonstration,  and  it 
would  be  well  to  make  up  in  activity*  and  extra  exertion  for  the  want 
of  numlu^rs. 

You  have  large  ships,  heavy  batteries,  and  young  and  willing  offieei*s, 
with  men  sufficient  to  dis}wssess  the  insurgents  from  Ship  Inland.  They 
might  have  been  prevented  entirely  from  intrenching  themselves  upon 
it.  In  order  to  have  done  this,  smaller  vessels  would  have  been  neces- 
sarily substituted  tenijK>nirily  to  guanl  the  Passes.  This,  it  would 
seem,  might  have  been  done. 
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T  iilliuJe  to  these  matters,  not  knowing  whut  aotion  you  have  taken 
in  IIh^  umiiiscs  .since  tht>  ii'M  ultiiiii*.  Thorp  in  a  groat  uneasin&ss  in 
the  piinlir  mind,  ns  wi-ll  u'^  anxii^}'  in  the  De|)artuient,  on  the  ap])]irent 
inactivity  nl'  uiir  Mjnadron. 

Very  respwtfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  W.  Mervine, 

Coiinnohdiny  irnlf  JilocJcading  St^imdrfw,. 


Order  iff  the  Secretary  of  (1*4:  Xaiyy  to  Vaptnin  PouyU,  U.  S.  JS^ivy, 
a/rnmiindintj  U.  S.  ship  Pitittmtu\  to  prm^et'd  (4*  duty  in  the  Gtuf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department.  Auyio<t  :?j{,  7*67. 
Sir:  When  your  ship  iy  ready  for  sea,  proce^'d  with  all  nmcticahio 
dis|)ntch  to  Key  Wu.st  and  r('|M>rt  for  duty  in  the  (lulf  nlockading 
Stpiadron.  From  Cape  llattcras  you  will  ftillow  thf-  con.st  down  to 
enaJile  you  to  capture  or  dest»*oy  such  vcmsoIs  of  the  rebels  as  may  be 
found  in  that  vicinity. 

Very  reapei*tfull_v, 

Ctidkon  Wki,i.I':h. 
Captuiu  L.  M.  Powell, 

Cfmmuimlivtf  V.  S.  Shijt  Pi44tmac^  New  Yorh, 


Older  of  Flag-Offl^er  ^fermne^  [T.  S,  iVI/rv,  to  (Commander  Alden^ 
U.  S.  Nam,  e^rprettJtf'nt/  vommendatlmi  mm  uraing  the  maintenance 
of  a  rigid  oloc/f/idti  in  view  of  the  operntionM  ofpritvittrrti. 

U.  S.  Flao8IIU»Col<iuai>o, 
Of  Fort  Pirhv.^  August  -ir,  1S61, 
Sir:  1  have  the  plea-sure  to  inform  you  that  the  hononihle  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  in  his  hist  comnmnicjition  to  me  is  plea-sctl  to  expresrt  his 
warm  conunendation  of  the  uiaiuier  in  wliich  you  have  discharjfed  your 
duties.  I  trust,  sir.  by  a  o(mtijuied  vi^'-ilance  and  activity,  you  may 
gnin  the  approbation  of  the  Department  in  a  ^still  hij^her  decree. 

He  alsij  fstiites  that  he  is  contidentially  informed  that  s<imp  of  the 
prisoners  rc<'en(ly  released  by  you  were  rel*e!  officers,  who  de-^troyed 
their  commissions  fiefon?  being  captured.  Hereafter  all  prisoners 
you  may  capture,  nut  known  to  be  civiHans,  should  Im>  sent  to  New 
York.  I  urge  upon  you  a^in  the  necessity  for  a  rigid  b]<ickade»  as 
the  Ueimrtment  has  information  that  sevt*i*al  nrivateers  huvc  recently 
escaped  from  the  Southern  cojLst.  Should  eitnurof  the  following;  ves- 
sels come  within  your  power  you  will  capture  and  send  her  to  New 
York  for  adjudication,  viz,  the  O^ndar,  Jilna  Bo}imU^  Alliance, 
Emily  St.  Pierre^  and  John  Fraser,  They  all  sail  under  the  British 
flag.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
rlaif-Offit'er,  Commanding  Gulf  Blttckading  Squadtvn* 

(^Miimander  Jas.  Aldex, 

U.  S.  S.  South  Can>li7ia. 

V.  S.  —  1  send  herewith  the  accounts  of  the  22  men  transferred  to 
your  vessel  from  the  Mis!fiit«ippi ^  and  who  took  p:Lssage  on  the  Sam. 
liounton . 
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R^OTt  of  CapUiux  iMimm^  U.  S,  yavy^  commamUiig  U,  S,  a9.  B,  R. 
VuyUi'y  regardinQ  th^  seizure  and  burning  of  th^  ship  Finland  off 
ApalacAicola,  Fin, 

U.  S.  S.  Cutler, 

(>ff  N.  E.  Entrance,  in  Ajxt/ac/ua^ay  Autjysi  S9,  iSGL 

Sir:  I  hav<*  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  ray  arrival  off  this 
entrance  to  Aualnchicola  on  the  lOUi  instaut  I  found  the  MontifonuTy^ 
Commander  Shaw,  who  informed  me  tlwt  he  was  wat*'hiutj^  a  shij)  at 
anchor  in  the  l»ay.  |>artiallv  dismantled,  her  lower  and  topjaiil  yards  on 
dcek,  jib  boom  and  topjjalfnnt  nia^t**  housed,  and  sails  unbent  and  run- 
ning gear  unrove.  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  order  an  examination  of 
her,  to  ascertain  her  chanicter  and  purposes,  upon  wluch  Commander 
Shaw  vohznteered  two  of  his  t>oats,  armed  and  manned.  These,  with 
three  boats  from  this  ship,  armed  and  equippcdL,  the  whole  under  the 
command  of  my  second  heutenant,  James  Parker,  were  dispatctied  on 
the  night  of  the  2*tth  instant  to  make  a  reconnoissanee,  ana,  if  practi- 
cable, to  capture  her  to  prevent  her  being  used  in  any  way  against  the 
United  States.  She  was  boarded  and  taken  possession  o/  without 
opposition,  the  captain,  mates,  and  crew  being  on  board. 

Every  effort  was  made  against  tlie  most  jSversc  circumstance-s  of 
wind  and  tide  to  got  her  over  the  bar,  but  yesterday  morning  at  day- 
light, as  she  was  trying  to  beat  out,  and  al>out  4  miles  from  the  outer 
buo}*,  close  to  which  I  was  anchored  with  the  Montgomery,  a  steamer 
with  a  large  schooner  in  tow  made  their  anpejiranco  m  the  direction  of 
Apalacliicola  and  wtcered  directly  for  tne  ship.  Mr.  Parker  very 
properly,  at  once,  sot  her  on  lire  and  took  to  nia  ]>oats;  the  enemy 
made  a  slight  pursuit,  but  fearful,  as  I  sup|>ose,  of  getting  within 
mnge  of  our  guns,  suddenly  changed  their  airection,  and  after  tiring 
a  few  guns  harmle^jsly,  hastily  witlidrew,  keeping  in  shoal  water. 

1  regret  tliat  the  bar,  showing  by  the  charts  only  1+  feet  water, 
prevented  pui-suit  on  my  part,  and  i>ermittcd  the  relwls  to  make  this 
demonstration  with  impunity.  They  were  in  strong  force,  and,  as 
I  have  learned  since,  wei*©  composed  chiefly  of  riflemen  fix)m  Apa- 
lachicola. 

The  ship  proved  to  bo  the  Finland^  said  to  be  owned  in  Apalaehi- 
cola  and  New  York,  without  papers.  A  discreiMincy  is  shown  here 
in  the  statement  of  the  captain,  he  informing  Mr.  Parker  that  the 
ship's  papers  were  in  Apatachicola,  and  stating  to  Mr.  Holt,  at'ting 
paymaster,  that  they  were  at  Richmond,  Va. ,  and  .since  repeating  the 
latter  statement  to  myself.  ]  Imd  strong  grounds  for  considering  her 
a  lawful  prize,  and  had  1  succeeded  in  getting  her  out  should  liave 
sent  ber  to  New  York  for  adiudii^tion.  We  could  have  cai>tured  the 
enemy  easil}"  had  M'e  but  hatl  a  steamer  or  gunboat  drawing  not  more 
than  12  feet  of  water. 

Had  we  been  provided  with  a  launch,  kedge  anchors,  and  hawsers 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  we  could  have  saved  the  ship,  as  she  could 
have  been  under  the  protection  of  ourguns  before  the  rebels  could  have 
reached  her.  A  small  water  tank  schooner  wai4  alongside  tlin  ship 
when  she  was  seized  (from  which  we  received  700  gallons  of  water). 
The  owner  of  the  schooner  was  a  poor  Italian,  with  two  of  his  coun- 
trymen as  a  crew. 

Not  deeming  it  necessary  to  detain  these  people  I  took  tlieir  parole 
and  allowed  thenj  Ui  go,  accompanie<l  by  the  late  master  of  the  Finland 
(who  professed  that  there  was  not  enough  money  in  the  South  to  make 
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him  fight  against  the  North).  All  his  nione^-  and  clothes  being  nt 
Apiilncnicola,  and  sneing  no  roa.son  to  detain  hiin  as  a  prisoner,  I  also 
gave  him  permission  to  go.  The  crow  of  the  ^inhnd^  hrstand.  second 
mates,  carpenter,  steward,  boy,  and  ten  free  colored  men,  preferred 
to  remain  on  I)oard  rather  than  remain  in  Apalachieola,  fearing  that 
they  would  ho  impressed  by  tlic  rebels. 

&me  of  them  wish  to  enlist  in  the  service.  They  appear  to  be  good 
men,  and  it  would  be  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  rate  two  of  them  as 
quarteniiiisters. 

They  will  all  remain  on  board  tintil  I  nrceive  your  instructions  as 
to  their  disposition. 

The  Flmand  is  burned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  her  destruction  is 
complete. 

From  what  I  glean  from  the  mates  and  crew,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  she  was  being  prepared  to  receive  a  cargo  of  cotton,  a  supply  of 
which  is  now  at  A|)alacnicola.  and  jjroposed  running  the  blockaae. 

Steamers  had  been  visiting  her  with  company  and  provisions  before 
our  urriviil. 

It  was  a  matter  of  much  surprise  to  the  people  of  Apalachicola,  as 
well  as  to  the  cjiptain  and  crew  of  the  vessel,  tnat  she  was  not  seized 
before. 

I  trust,  sir,  I  shall  have  your  approval  of  the  course  I  have  pursued. 

I  am  in  receipt  to-day  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant. 
Verj'  respectfully', 

F.  B.  Eu.isoN, 

Captain. 

Flag-Otticer  Wm.  Mervixe. 


Report  of  Captain  Se!frid^e,  U.  S.  Navy^auggeating  that  a  vecotinois- 
sance  he  imide  ojtns  passes  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

V.  S.  S.  Mississippi, 
Off  MMU  Bar,  Augmt  32,  1861. 

Sir:  I  received  your  r-omnmntcation  of  the  27th  instant  by  the  Wat^r 
Witch  this  morning,  and  have  the  honor  to  state  that  yo\ir  wishes,  as 
therein  expressed,  shall  l>e  cai'ried  out  so  far  as  is  in  my  power  when- 
ever circumstances  will  justify. 

Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  kept  up  a  rigid  blockade,  and  no  vessel 
has  entered  the  Imy  or  departed  therefrom  during  this  time.  I  send 
out  the  boats  at  night**,  armed,  whenever  the  weather  is  such  as  to 
make  it  prudent;  but  they  will  never  intercept  anything,  as  the  trade 
between  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  is  carried  ou  inshore. 

There  are  several  passes  between  the  islands  forming  Mississippi 
Sound,  the  one  between  Ship  and  Horn  islands  having  18  foet  of 
water.  My  impression  is  that  attempts  will  be  made  to  run  vessels 
out  with  cotton  through  these  passes  early  in  the  autumn.  The  Hants- 
viV/fl  exchang(»d  shoU  with  an  armed  schooner  and  a  steamboat  nejir 
the  pass  between  Horn  and  Petit  Bois  islands,  but  they  cscapyed  by 
running  into  shoal  water.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  these  passes  by  a  small  steamer. 

I  am  making  the  crew  of  this  vewsel  efficient  for  any  service  which 
may  be  required  of  her  as  rapidly  as  I  can  in  my  present  position.  I 
am  di-aggiug  to-day,  for  the  fourth  time,  for  the  lost  Vk-wt^Lort ..  Vv^a^. 
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despaii'  of  recovpring  it  from  the  nature  of  the  bottom   liere,  which 
entirely  enil»etls  an  anchor  in  a  few  day?*. 

i  am,  sii',  very  rebpeetfullj*,  your  obecUent  Kcrvaut. 

Thos.  O.  Selfkldge. 

Flag-Otticer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sqiuidrtm. 


Report  of  Fhg- Officer  Mennue^  U.  S.  Natry^  regarding genifr<U  rnaftmi 
pertaining  trt  hin  <xmivuind. 

No.  t9.]  Flaoship  Colorado, 

Of  FfTf  Pickeni*.  AwjuMf,iI,  TS6I. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowIedj:»'  the  re<-eipt  of  dispat*-her*  frt»in 
the  nei>artment  under  Hate  of  July  s,  22,  31,  Aujni'^t  2.  5,  0,  7,  13, 
and  al^o  sktl^-hes  of  the  l*asH*?M  and  fork  of  the  MidsisMipm  Kiver, 

In  rejrurd  to  erci'tinj;  a  hattei'y  at  the  HiMid  i»f  the  I'tw^es*  of  the 
MisHissippi  Kiver,  I  have  had  iin  interview  with  Colonel  Brown,  who 
has  detailed  an  engineer  oflicer  to  superintend  the  work,  and  I  have 
ordered  Coniniander  Poor,  <if  tlie  BriHthlgn^  to  proceed  with  that  vo>*- 
sel  to  the  Head  of  Puss  a  I'Ouliv.  and  fo  {five  the  officer  alt  tlie  assist- 
ance in  the  way  of  uumi  that  he  reijuires.  I  havealsf)ordeivd  Cuptuin 
McKt^an  to  detail  an  officer  and  25  n»en  to  assist  in  the  work. 

I  have  also  chartered  a  schooner  to  proi*eed  to  Tortujjas  and  l>rin^ 
from  thence  ten  of  the  naval  jjuns  referred  t<»,  with  a  supply  of  aninm* 
nitioti  for  tlie  hatlery.  I  have  issued  instructions  to  every  vessel  in 
the  stuiadron  to  sink  worthless  prizes  in  the  liest  manner  to  hamper 
the  trade  ol'  the  rebels.  As  yet,  none  of  the  vessels  lately  orderea  to 
niv  squadron  have  made  their  appeaninco  at  this  anchorage.  The 
[  iitf.etrntti  and  JWhh\  however,  rejwrtt^d  to  me  from  Key  West- 
Both  were  detained  at  that  place  in  obtaining:  a  supply  of  fivsn  water, 
that  which  they  received  at  Boston  haviiifr  been  s|x)ilcd  in  the  pas8a^e 
by  the  Hlthy  or  unserviceable  condition  of  their  tanks. 

Captain  Kagle,  of  thl^  Smttet^  reports  to  me  that  the  rigging  of  his 
v&ssel  waa  severely  tested  duriny:  tne  late  t,ralc  and  had  nil  to  Im»  lifted 
to  repair  some  damage  to  Ihe  trcstlctrees.  Couunandcr  Slmw.  of  the 
Mm\tgo)nerij^  rep<Trts  that  during  the  .-same  gule  he  lost  his  boworanchor 
and  all  the  chain  atl^tchcd  to  it.  [lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin, 
of  the  Wyandotte^  reports  that  though  his  vessel  experienced  the  full 
force  of  the  storm,  she  did  not  drag  over  the  l>ar  a.s  previously 
reported  to  you. 

I  had  distributed  the  stores  on  the  Release  and  sent  her  home  before 
the  reception  of  your  orders  to  that  effect.  She  has  doubtless  arrived 
at  New  York,  unless  she  was  disalilcd  by  the  storm.  She  sailed  from 
Key  West  onlv  the  day  pi*evious  to  its  occurrence  and  T  fear  experi- 
enced it  in  all  itH  fury.  Her  conunander  rciw)rted  to  me  from  Key 
West  the  death  iit  sea  of  James  Brown,  seaman,  a  sick  man  sent  home 
from  tijis  ship. 

1  fear  that  the  C  8.  ship  Macedtminn  nailed  from  Key  West  before 
the  reception  of  the  orders  transferring  her  to  the  sf^uudron  under  my 
command. 

1  have  ordenni  Acting  Master  E.  S.  Turner  and  six  seamen  to  the 
VTanderery  under  Lieutenant  Breesi*,  to  do  blockading  duty  at  Key' 
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West  diiniig  thf  fihsenrr  of  thf  Cruttiuier  or  until  I  can  sunply  her 
place  with  ft  regular  nirtn-of-wiir.  'J'ho  Tf^^/^/A/vr  has  done  j^-ooa  Horvice 
to  the  squadnm  in  trtiiisportiiij;  wofid  and  water  and  would  make  u 
useful  lender,  of  wLiiU  1  am  j^rcatly  in  need,  for  llie  tninisportjitioii of 
orders*  to  the  dilferent  ships. 

1  have  been  at  as  little  expense  0*4  ptwsible  in  her  u.se,  and  have  indeed 
not  felt  at  liberty  to  sujipty  her  with  some  ne<'es.sary  articles,  a>*  she 
was  not  attaehed  to  the  squadron. 

In  iwM'ordance  with  your  permission,  f  have  ordered  Lieutenant 
Coiiiiuanding  William  konekendorff  to  this  ship  for  dutv,  and  have 
ordered  the  tirst  lieutenant  of  the  J/^/^^/W/yY^/,  Vi-aneis  \VinsIow,  to 
succeed  to  the  eomniand  of  the  WaUrWtf^^h.  1  have  dispatchofl  to  the 
month  of  the  A[ississippi  tlie  latter  vessel,  with  the  orders  in  regard 
to  the  buttery  before  referred  to. 

1  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  proceedinj^  of 
the  British  consul  at  Now  Orleans  in  tlui  taattei'  of  provisional  re|jis- 
ters.  A  sinjrie  instiince  will  suffice.  He  certified  that  the  f.  J\  Knapp 
cleared  from  New  Orleans  on  a  certain  day.  with  a  certain  carj^o  of 
rice.  Her  lo^j  shows  that  on  that  day  she  was  at  Beiwick  Bay,  from 
which  phu:<'  she  subse<|ueritly  cleared  and  was  found  at  sea  with  a  much 
smaller  car^jo.     She  has  l>een  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudicjition. 

The  tirst  notice  I  ha\e  of  the  escape  of  the  pnvat*?er  MtHai  I  obtain 
from  your  dispatch.  All  the  Passes  of  the  Mississipi>i  River  are  so 
thoroughly  jjuardcd  that  1  doubt  if  .'^hc  could  escape  uiisi  en  from  New 
Orleans.  I  hiive  no  i^rticial  iutelli^t^tce  of  the  fact  from  the  vessels 
there,  although  1  am  in  c(»nstiLnt  communieution  with  tlieni.  I  ean, 
air,  understandinj;ly,  appreciate  the  solicitude  fell  bv  the  I)e]>arlnient 
for  the  etfectual  cuttinff  otf  of  all  inj^ress  or  ei^ress  throuj^h  the  Passes 
of  the  Mississippi  Kiver.  My  own  resiM>nsibilities  are  so  nearly  allied 
to  those  of  the  Department  in  adopting,'  the  uu'asures  necessary  to 
secure  this  object,  tnat  I  am  feelinj^ly  alive  to  any  neglect  of  duty 
by  those  who  are  appointed  to  assist  me  in  carryinff  out  the  measures 
dctenniued  upon.  It  is  impossible  for  rae  to  say  whether  the  com- 
manders have  selected  the  most  favorable  position  for  their  vesssels 
for  blockadinjif  purjwses  without  actual  inspection.  That  inspection 
I  hope  in  a  slu>rt  time  to  be  able  to  nmkc.  In  general  I  nmy  say  that 
I  am  thoroughly  in  earnest  to  carry  into  effect  every  measure  which 
may  contribute  in  the  slightest  degree  to  bring  to  n  successful  issue 
this  unhappy  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  olfedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Flag-  Officer^  Cmtimanding  G%df  Hl'Ockitdhuj  S*piadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJte  Navy^  WaMngiort^  D.  C. 


Iteport  of  C&mmandet  Smithy    V.    iS'.   Namj^  rouiVMnding  U.  S,  S, 
MaasacknsettSj  regarding  tfie  chane  ofai\  tinned  vejtueL 

U.  S.  S.  MASflACHUSETTS, 
Off  Ship  island,  September  S.  1861. 
Sik:  The  armed  vessel  reported  by  Couunander  Price,  to  which  my 
attention  is  called  in  your  letter  of  tlie  "SAA  ultimo,  answers  the  deae-^vvj- 
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tioD  of  a  cntter  that  Femain?  for  the  greater  part  of  her  time  at  anchor 
in  Ship  leland  Pas^ge. 

She  occa-sionallr  get^^  anderwav  and  stand:?  to  the  eastward  in  the 
soand,  and  venture.^  outside  when  the  direction  of  the  wind  will  allow 
her  to  carrr  all  i»ai1  on  returning  to  the  anchorage  nnder  the  ganB  of 
the  fort. 

On  the  19th  of  August  she  stood  out  more  boldlr  than  osnal  and 
hove  to.  but  the  moment  it  was  perceived  that  I  was  m  chase  ahe  bore 
up,  set  her  squaresail.  and  ran  into  shoal  water. 

The  importance  of  a  riSed  cannon  to  operate  with,  in  such  a  case  as 
this,  is  too  apparent  to  require  either  argument  or  comment,  and  the 
necessity  for  such  a  piece  of  ordnance  for  this  vessel  is  respectfully 
submitted.  The  prize  sloop  Charhs  Henry,  on  her  return  from  Pensa- 
cola,  was  released  in  accordance  with  a  suggestion  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  12th  ultimo. 

The  master  and  crew  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  without  the  slightest 
opposition,  but  the  ve.ssel  has  not  l)een  seen  in  this  vicinity  since  the 
second  day  after  her  departure. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melaxctox  Smith, 

CoMtnander,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervixe,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  (J.  S.  Blockading  Squadron^  Gulf  of  Mexico, 


Sep<rrt  of  Captain  Poj>€^  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  conaer- 
sation  between  British  naval  oficer  commandinq  at  Port  Royal-^ 
Jamaica,  and  an  officer  of  the  IL  S.  S.  Bichmond. 

U.  S.  S.  RlCHMOSTD, 

Kty  West,  Sepi^nher  ^,  1861, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port, 
last  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  which  place  1  left  on  the  25th  instant 
[ultimo]. 

As  I  was  unable  to  learn  anything  reliable  as  to  the  Sumter,  further 
than  she  sailed  from  Trinidad  on  the  5th  instant  [ultimo],  I  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  proceed  directly  to  this  port.  The  several  vessels  I  com- 
municated with  on  the  way  could  give  no  information  in  regard  to  the 
Sun)te7'  or  any  other  piratical  cruiser.  I  shall  coal  here  and  proceed 
directly  off  Pensacola  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Mervine.  I  respect- 
fully request  that  the  Department  will  authorize  a  rifled  howitzer, 
with  ammunition,  etc.,  to  be  sent  out  forthis  ship  ns  soon  as  practicable. 

The  acconij)anying  is  a  report  of  conversation  held  between  Lieu- 
tenant Cummings.  of  this  ship,  and  Captain  Morrish,  senior  naval 
officer  in  comraana  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica.  The  conversation  took 
place  on  the  morning  of  my  leaving  Jamaica,  when  Lieutenant  Cum- 
mings visited  Captain  Mornsh,  thanking  him  in  my  name  for  his  offer 
of  civilities,  etc.  I  forward  it  to  the  Department,  deeming  it  important 
that  the  fact  should  be  communicated  without  delay. 

The  Pi/>chatan  also  left  Jamaica  on  the  25th  instant  [ultimo].  The 
ship^s  company  is  in  good  health. 

Very  respectfiUly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  Pope, 

Captain* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

"^Tetttryofth"  '^"vy,   Washington,  D,  61 
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[Encloflure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

At  Sea.  Awjxtst  25,  1S61, 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  portion  of  conversation  that  occurred  this 
morninp:  between  Caj>Uiin  Morriah,  R.  N.,  and  myself  during  my  visit 
to  the  guardship  at  Port  Royal: 

*'I  suppose,"  he  remarked,  "^you  are  in  search  of  these  privateers. 
We  are  ordered  to  ol)serve  a  strict  neutrality,  and  if  the  Sumt^'  were 
to  come  in  to-morrow,  she  would  receive  the  same  attention  and  assist- 
ance that  you  have;  we  can  make  no  difference/'  I  aflked.  "la  that 
observing  a  neutrality;  is  it  not  recognizing  her?  Is  that  the  meaning 
of  her  Majesty's  proclamation?  I  undprstand.*'  I  added,  "neutrality 
to  mean  that  her  subjci'ts  must  not  meddle  in  this  affair;  you  can 
recognize  no  flag."  ^^  Yes,"  he  replied,  '*!  have  received  a  copy  of 
the  flag;  Til  show  you  the  letter."  He  showed  me  the  flag  and  read 
me  an  extmrt  from  a  letter  from  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admi- 
ralty, in  whit'h  the  seceded  Stat<?s  arc  styled  The  Confedcmte  States. 
It  says,  *'  In  the  event  of  any  vessel  bearing  the  flag  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  you  are  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality."  The  flag  is 
described,  and  a<lds  that  the  nnmljer  of  stars  will  be  increased  in  case 
new  States  should  join  the  confederation. 

This,  as  near  as  1  can  remember,  is  the  substance  of  that  poi-tion 
of  our  conversation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervaot, 

A.  B.  OUMMINOS, 

Ideuteruinty  U,  S,  Nofvy, 
Captain  John  Pope, 

U.  S.  S.  Kichmond. 


Second  report  of  conference  for  the  considet'otion  of  mea^uret  for 
^ectually  hhfckadtng  the  caatft  hordermg  on  the  Owf  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  September  3^  1861. 

Sir:  The  last  of  the  memoirs  we  had  the  honor  to  present  contained 
our  examinations  and  reconnnendatious  relating  to  two  of  the  six 
great  divisions  into  which  we  have  separated  the  Gulf  coast,  viz,  the 
fifth  and  the  fourth.  It  remains  for  us  now  to  speak  of  the  other  four 
divisions,  which  we  will  take  up  in  numerical  order  (see  fifth  memoir, 
dated  Au^nist  9,  1861). 

1.  Florida  keys  and  reefs:  This  portion  of  the  coast,  which  com- 
mands the  great  outlet  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  the  course  of  the 
Gulf  Stream,  begins  at  Virginia  Kev,  in  latitude  25^  44'  N.  and  longi- 
tude »<!'-  08'  W.,  and  extends  to  the  Tortugas.  in  latitude  24-  37'  N, 
and  longitude  82^  55'  W.,  at  distance  of  2t  tO  nautical  miles.  The  Coast- 
Survov  notes  cover  the  details  relating  to  the  hydrography  of  nearlv 
the  whole  of  this  jjart  of  the  coast,  especially  those  of  tnem  which 
refer  to  the  keys  and  reefs. 

Fort  Jefferson,  at  the  Tortugas,  and  Fort  Taylor,  at  Key  West, 
with  certain  supplementary  works,  will  easily  hold  this  mrt  of  the 
coast  against  any  but  a  hrst-vate  naval  power.  Subsidiary  small 
works  may  be  needed  at  a  few  points  which  will  be  referred  to  here- 
after.    At  Key  West  are  stores  of  coal,  water,  and  munitions  of  war. 
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Water  nmy  Ui  had  near  Fort  OnllaH,  on  the  Miami  Kiver»  Key  Bis- 
cayne  \\n\%  at  Indian  Key.  about  midway  of  the  reef,  and  at  Fort 
JelfefMon,  on  the  Tortu^a-s. 

The  liphtxs,  buoy^^.  and  beacons  are  under  the  riupervituon  of  the 
United  States  (ioveniment. 

The  sailin^i;  directions  for  entering  the  harbors  of  Key  Biscayne, 
Key  West,  and  thi'  Turtutifas,  and  the  iinihorages  of  I^*jrjirtf,  Turtle 
Harbor,  et<'..  and  minor  one.s  in  the  hydrojjrniphii*  notes  and  on  the 
charts,  ar(^  ample.  Spectiil  directions  are  given  for  usintr  tJie  Hawk 
Channel  and  the  outer  cbnimol  l>etwe«u  the  reef  and  the  bevs,  and  for 
crossinj^  th**  reef  at  diHVrent  point-n;  al«o  for  {MU'^sing  into  tlie  interior 
sounds. 

Tiie  beacons  placed  by  the  Light-Hou.se  Board  are  carefully  de- 
scribed, and  a  special  chart  showing  their  fxysitions  is  given  wito  the 
notew.  The  tides  and  tidat  currents,  the  great  curivnt  of  the  Gulf 
Stream,  and  the  winds  which  prevail  at  different  uea^ons  are  briefly 
described. 

The  fortilications  and  the  calls  of  war  vesHcls  parsing  along  this 
i:oast  not  only  insure  the  control. of  the  commerce,  Imt  of  the  wreck- 
ing business,  the  adniiniKy  courts,  etc.  The  world  is  int*;rcsted  in 
having  this  control  tii  the  safe  hands  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  Avhich  the  inhabitants^  moreover,  ai-e  generally  well 
affected. 

It  is  not  suppo.sed  that  under  present  circumstances  a  spe<ual  block- 
ading force  is  ri'tiuln^d  hcre^  though  if  Indian  Key  and  the  entrance 
to  the  Miami  be  occupied  by  small  Tort^.  which  we  recommend,  then 
two  or  three  steam  gunboats  should  ci'uise  constantly  up  and  down  the 
reef.  These  vessels  would  iiliord  relief  in  case  of  wre<*Us,  exercise  a 
salutary  control  over  the  wreckers,  and  would  be  on  hand  in  case  of 
molestation  to  the  coal  and  water  stations  and  tu  light.s  and  beacons. 

2.  The  west  coast  of  Florida,  from  Cape  Sable  to  Ccflar  Keys:  This 
Ih  one  of  the.  most  sparsely  settled  sections  of  the  coiust  of  the  United 
States.  The  five  counties  which  border  the  western  side  of  the  Florida 
peninsula  contain,  by  the  census  of  1860,  only  8,5fi7  inhabitants*. 

There  is  very  little  communication  of  any  sort,  either  from  the  coast 
or  along  it. 

The  lo-fathom  curve  is  from  13  to  30  nautital  miles  from  the  shore. 
An  extended  tiat  of  coral  mud  stret^dies  out  fn)m  1<M1  to  l.'iO  unle.s. 
The  iniuH'diate  shore  is  lined  by  innumerable  islands,  seattered  irregu- 
larly through  the  bavH  or  forming  curved  barriers  in  the  general 
direction  of  the  coast. 

There  are  two  beautiful  bays — t'harlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa  Bay — 
which  by  tlieir  facilities  for  entering  and  navigating  offer  tine  oppor- 
tunities for  commerce,  and  which  nmst  some  day  doubtless  be  eon- 
ne<'ted  with  the  railroad  system  farther  north;  at  present  they  are 
8car<'ely  used. 

Cedar  Keys  afford.s  al«o  a  reasonably  goo*l  harbor,  though  inferior 
either  to  C'harlotte  Harbor  or  Tan»pa.  Into  these  harbors  can  Im*  car- 
ried- 18  feet  into  Charlotte  Harbor;  21  feet  into  Tamm  Bay,  and  into 
Old  Tampa  14  feet;  and  9i  feet  into  Cedar  Keys.  The  depth  on  the 
Imrs  closing  these  entrances  varies  very  conHidei'al)ly  with  the  direction 
of  the  wind,  a  northerly  wind  depi'e.s.sing  the  water  and  a  southerly 
elevating  it.  The  connection  with  Kernandina  by  railroad  gives  Cedar 
Keys  its  chief  importance. 
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Garrisoned  forts  at  thoso  thren  harbors  would  ])ro!)tilil>-  eiml»ie  tho 
United  Stale*,  to  retain  juri.^dietion  ox'er  tliisi  territory,  if  it  U  desira- 
ble. One  or  moi-e  punl>oats  plyinff  no  and  down  the  t-oaHt,  with  the 
o('easional  eiill  of  supply  vevMsefs,  would  amply  .surtioe  to  niaintHin  a 
bIo4'kftde. 

It  would  be  eonvenient  to  establish  a  coal  and  water  depot  in  Tainna 
Bay  for  the  jjunboabs,  in  which  caise  the  Coast-Survej' chart  shows  tne 
bast  hx-ation  for  the  purpose. 

The  few  partieulans  in  regard  to  this  eoast  which  are  known  are 
given  in  the  Coa^t  Survey  hvdrographic  notes. 

3.  Northern  division  of  tlorioa,  irom  (yedar  Keys  to  the  Perdido: 
This  division  rovers  alnnit  290  nautirai  mill's.  It  has  the  citie*i  of  St^ 
MarkSf  Apalaehicola,  and  Pensacohi  within  it;  the  bays  of  Apalaehicolo, 
St.  Jo!?epn\s,  and  St.  Andrew's,  Santa  Rosa,  Pensaeola.  and  Perdido, 
and  the  sounds  of  St.  (reorjje,  St  Vincent,  and  Santa  Kosa. 

Ocilla  [Au4-illa|  River  entrance,  St.  Marks  River,  St.  fieorpeV  and 
St.  Vincent  sounds  and  entrances,  St.  Andrew^s  Bay,  and  Pennacola 
Bav  and  its  denendencies.  have  been  examined  by  tho  C-oast  Survey, 
and  are  deseriWl  in  the  hydrographic  notes  by  the  Superinteudeat, 
which  accompany  this  memoir. 

St.  Marks,  Apalachicola,  and  Pensacola  are  well-known  ports  for 
the  ex|>ort  of  cottou,  timber,  etc..  and  Aucilhi  River  funiisbes  good 
timber. 

A  railroad  connecta  St.  Marks  with  Tallaha-ssee,  22  miles.  Analachi- 
cola  is  near  the  entrance  of  the  river  of  the  same  name,  formen  by  the 
junction  of  the  Flint  and  Ctialtahooi'hee,  which  lirinj^s  the  cotton  of  a 
large  region  of  (Icoi-gia  to  this  jx)il. 

The  l*ensacola  and  Georgia  Railway  is  completed  60  miles  from 
Tallahassee. 

Though  St.  Josepli*8  and  St.  Andrew's  bays  are  fine  sheets  of  water, 
with  easy  entrances  of  20  and  IH  feet,  respectively,  they  have  no  com- 
merce, and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  thinly  peopled  coast  generally, 
with  the  exceptions  which  we  have  noted.  St.  Marks  River  entrance 
has  !l  feet. 

East  entram-o,  or  Duer  Channel,  into  St.  George^H  Sound  has  15,  or 
to  Oner  anchorage,  18  feet. 

The  Kjist  Pass,  or  middle  entrance  to  St.  George's  Sound,  has  15  feet 
upon  the  iMir.  The  West,  or  Main  Pims,  into  tnc  same  sound  has  12 
feet  on  its  bar.  The  last  entmnce  to  Santa  Rosa  Sound  luid  f>  feet  on 
the  bar  in  182ti. 

Pensacola  entrance  is  a  mile  wide,  with  a  clear  channel  nowhere  less 
than  thi-ee-eighths  of  a  mile  wide,  and  with  21  feet  on  the  bar.  Aucilla 
River  has  but  5  feet  on  the  bar,  and  the  Perdido  only  from  3  Ut  4  feet. 

In  fact  the  blo<"katle  of  St.  Marks,  Ajmlachicola,  and  Pensacola  is  the 
blockade  of  this  cojLst.  A  single  gunboat  for  each  of  the  two  firat- 
naiiicd  ports  would  suffice. 

The  narrow^  <',rooked,  and  shoal  passage  to  St.  Marka  might  l)e 
easily  obstructed  )jy  sinking  a  vcs.^el  in  it. 

Apidachic^la  might  bo  converted  into  a  cotton  port  if  desired;  the 
excellently  sheltered  bay  of  St.  Viru*ent  affording  a  tine  roadstead  for 
a  fleet. 

In  such  a  case  Itatteries  could  be  eatablished  at  the  eastern  and 
western  extremities^  of  the  sound. 

There  is  a  pretty  good,  but  sandy,  road  from  Apalaehicola  to  St. 
Joseph*??  Bay,  alx)ut  18  miles,  and  onward  to  St.  Andrew's  Uvv.^  ^^''^^^'^^ 
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30  niilcs  farther.  U  an  attempt  were  made  to  ahip  eutton  from 
Apalaobioola  by  this  route  from  either  of  the  bars,  an  oci'&sional  visit 
of  a  crui:«er,  or  a  small  work  at  each  of  the  main  entmnees,  would 
arrest  the  movement  and  hring  the  cotton  into  our  possession. 

The  military  importance  of  thin  road  Hhould  by  no  means  1)c  lost 
fii^t  of. 

The  military  and  naval  operations  in  front  of  Pcnsaoola  and  its 
approaches  havin<(  l>een  determined  upon,  we  do  not  propose  to  refer 
to  the  Mubjoct  in  this  memoir.  The  operations  there  show  how  strong 
a  ix)sitiou  may  become  which  has  the  advantage  of  a  double  defense  by 
a  fort  and  »^  fleet. 

5.  C!oast  of  part  of  Louisiana  and  the  whole  coast  of  Texas,  Irom 
Grande  Pass,  Vermilion  Bav.  to  the  Hio  Grande  del  Morte:  From 
Vermilion  Bay  to  the  Sabine  liiver  is  about  l(Xi  nautical  milej>,  and  the 
coast  of  Texas,  from  the  Sabine  to  the  Kio  Grande,  extends  about  335 
miles. 

The  chief  interest  of  this  section  centers  at  Galveston  entrance,  55 
miles  from  the  Sabine  River  and  270  from  the  Rio  Grande.  Galves- 
ton entiunce  itself  is  but  tlic  analoj^ic  of  Charleston,  [S.  C],  in  itii  depth 
of  water,  having  }'2  feet  at  low  water  over  a  shifting  Uir.  This  chief 
maritime  city  oi  Texas  had,  in  1800,  but  8.117  inhabitants  and  a  small 
[  foreign  trade.  The  numl>er  of  vessels  which  arrived  at  (ialvc^ton  in 
1856,  from  Ijeyond  the  litnit,**  of  the  i-oMcction  district,  was  *Jt»y,  of 
which  27  were  foreign  vessels.  New  Orleans  is  the  great  entrepdt 
which  it  uses,  from  which  it  is  distant  2S0  miles  by  the  steamer  route 
to  Berwick  Bay,  and  thence  by  the  Opelousas,  New  Orleans  [and 
Great  Weatern]  Railroad. 

There  are  small  steamers  tradiug  from  Galveston  up  the  bay  and 
Trinity  River,  and  to  the  various  rivers  and  Ijays  of  the  coast  by  a 
precarious  navigation,  part  of  which  is  exposed  to  the  dangers  arising 
from  the  .vtorms  of  the  (iulf.  An  efficient  blockade  of  (ialveston  is, 
in  fact,  the  blockade  of  the  coa.st  of  Texas.  Of  the  six  other  entrances, 
one,  the  Rio  Grande,  has  but  4  feet  on  its  bar  at  low  water,  and  4.9 
feet  at  high  water;  Aransas  Pass,  y  feet;  Matagorda,  9  feet;  Brazos 
River,  8  feet;  San  Luis  Pass,  8  feet;  Sabine  Pass,  74  feet  at  low  water, 
with  a  rise  of  tide  of  less  than  one  foot  and  a  half  at  the  several  ports. 

The  smooth-water  navigation,  to  ho  effected  by  connecting  the 
sounds  by  artificial  means,  nas  lM»cn  !)egiin  by  the  State  of  Texas,  but 
not  completed  even  for  the  ininimuni  proposed  depth. 

Three  or  four  efficient  vessels,  whicli  can  take  care  of  themselves  at 
sea  against  storms  and  enemies,  are  re<(uired  for  the  blockade  of  this 
portion  of  the  coast,  three  l)eing  the  least  number  which  it  would 
probably  be  safe  to  trust,  considering  the  northers  and  hurricanes  to 
which  the  coast  is  exposed,  and  the  possible  presence  of  fevers  among 
the  unac<.'limated  crews.  One  of  tne  vessels^  besides,  should  be  of 
the  lightest  di-aft,  free  to  move  up  and  down  the  coast,  to  interrupt 
the  small  <^onunerce  carried  on  by  the  interior  sounds,  which  are 
nearly  continuous  from  Galveston  to  the  Rio  Grande.  A  visit  to  Gal- 
veston, Corpus  Christi,  and  Aniusas  to  recover  the  United  States 
movable  property  seized  there  from  the  Reveiuie  and  C'-oast  Sun*ey 
services,  or  to  obtain  indcmnitv  for  the  seizures,  would  also  fortti  [one] 
of  the  objects  of  such  an  exiwdition.  The  Coast  Survey  hydrogniphic 
notes  which  we  attach  to  this  memoir  are  accom|»anied  by  maps  and 
sketches  showing  the  geneml  character  of  this  coast,  and  giving 
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minute  infonuation  in  leguitl  to  t\w  Imrhoi.s  and  ijiisses.  Wo  take 
tlu3  occasion  earnently  to  reoommend  tliat  u  Coast  rSurvey  vessel  be 
attached  to  each  of  the  principal  blockading  squadrons  to  complete, 
under  tf^neral  in.struitions  from  the  Superintondent,  the  examination 
of  such  parts  of  the:  cojist  not  yet  surveved  in  detail.  The  impoi'tanc© 
of  thi.s  mea.sure  can  not  be  overrated.  l*rotection  may  readily  be 
atTorded  to  the  survey inij  vo.s.sel.s  without  interferinji:  at  all  with  the 
regulations  of  the  strictest  l»Ioi'kadc. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  i-espectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Oaptmn,  U.  S.  N^avy,  freMent. 
A.  D.  Bache, 
Superintendent  TJ%  S,  Coajst  Survey^  Member. 

J.  G.  Baunakd, 
Mc0*fr^  U.  S.  Etufinncn^  Member. 
C.  fi.  Davis, 
Commander^  U,  S.  Navy,  Memler  and  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  WoBhington^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ball,  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S,  skip  Marion, 
of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Key  WeH,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Ship  Marion, 

Key  Went,  September  4,  1S61. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  Uv  report  th*'  arrival  of  this  shio  at  this  place 
yesterday,  after  a  passage  of  Hfty  diiys  from  Portsmouta,  N.  H. 

The  unusual  length  of  the  pasi^ase  is  chielly  due  to  continuous  head 
windsj  calms,  and  three  gales  of  wind,  the  last  of  which  forced  us  out 
of  the  Gulf  Stream  and  comj^elled  a  circuit  of  the  Bahama  Bank  and 
second  entrance  hv  the  Mole  m  the  Wall. 

As  soon  as  tilted  up  with  provisions  and  water,  I  shall  sail  for  Fort 
Pii^kenfi  to  report  to  you,  in  accordaiu-e  with  my  orders. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Ball, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Flag-OtEcer  Wm.  Mervtnk, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Fluij-Offieer  Mervin*,  I'.  S.  JVavj/y  transmitting  rep<rrts  of 
c</mmandin<f  offi-cem  regarding  the  blorhtde  of  the  PaMea  if  the  Mis- 
siwippi  River. 

No.  20.]  Flagship  Coix)rado, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  Septembers,  186  U 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  copies  of  communications 
from  Captain  McKean,  of  the  dt^iayara^  and  Commander  Poor,  of  the 
BjvoHyn^  in  reference  to  their  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  blockading  the  Passes  of  tHe  Mississippi  River,  which  I  nope 
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will  ditmhu^c  your  mind  of  the  truth  of  the  reported  e^capo  of  pri 
teal's  from  Uiat  river,  aa  nlso  of  the  return  of  the  Sutnt^r  to  N 
Orleans. 

The  difficulties  ?tet  forth  by  Commander  Poor  to  he  eticountei-ed  £ 
the  erection  of  a  battery  above  the  Passp-s  are  not.  I  think,  exaijjfpr- 
ate<l,  and,  taken  in  connection  with  the  inadequate  mean-s  am!  illv 
adapted  vcmsoU  at  my  command,  I  should  not  be  surpri-sed  if  the 
entei'pri.se  would  have  to  be  abandoned.  NeverthelesH,  it  shall  be 
done  if  possible. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Vtncfnnti*  and  Ih'Me  arrived  here  on  the  3d  iustjint 
from  Key  Wewt.  The  former,  though  much  luuil>cred  with  Ikixc.-*,  etc., 
for  the  squadron,  in  taking  in  all  tnc  luml»er  she  can  .stow,  to  be  Uf*ed 
in  the  construction  of  tJie  battery.  This  lumber  wa^  lauded  on  Santa 
Rosa  Island  from  the  woithlean  prize  taken  by  the  steamer  Suulk 

I  Hend  the  Vhiciimes  to-day  to  the  Mis.si8§ippi  River,  and  she  will 
ultimately  relieve  the  St.  Louin^  which  1  have  ordored  to  proceed  to 
Philudolpbitt,  with  orders  to  report  to  you  on  her  arrival. 

The  ■'loop  of  war  /M/fc.  wu.s  immediately  dis])atched  to  Mi^issippi 
Sound  to  relieve  the  steamer  Ma^ai^husetf-s^  while  the  latter  vessel 
n'pair.M  and  cleans  her  lK)i!erH.  which  can  not  be  lonjjer  delaye<l.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  detain  the  Pn-fiU  there  as  a  consort  to  the  jsteamcr, 
a,H  there  are  two  pa.s-?<^  between  Cat,  Ship,  and  Horn  islands  whi 
admit  vessels  of  deep  draft. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

"Wm.  Mkkvine, 
Fhuj-Offuur^Cinimmndintj  Oulf  Hlot'lyidint/  Sqnadrofi. 

Hon,  GiDKON  \Vku.ks, 

Seeretitrtf  of  the  Na-vtf^  Wa/t/iin<ff/tHy  I),  C. 

[Euvlomirc!!.] 

U.  S.  Stkam  KmuATK  Niaoaiia, 

Off  South  11 W  Pass  of  JfiJtJtt'jisijjp*  7?/(v;',  Stptifuhrr  i?,  1S61, 
Sin:  In  complinuce  with  vour  order  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have  this 
day  detailed  and  sent  on  ward  of  the  sU>amcr  Wiitt^r  Wiivh.  to  l>o 
tmnsfcrii'il  to  tlic  stoaincr  BrfM}khfn,  an  otiicer  and  26  ordinarv  sea- 
men and  lund^^mcn.  1  have  aUo  sent  on  bottrd  the  M^ntti'  W'itcfi  Cor- 
poral Albert  Weber,  of  the  marine  puard.  that  he  may  l>e  forwarded 
to  Washington,  in  compliance  with  the  oid(M*  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  He  has  a  copy  of  his  account,  and  a  copy  will  he  tninsmitted 
to  the  Fourth  Auditor.  In  regard  to  the  information  received  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  privateers  hud  eluded  the  vij^i- 
lanct^of  the  bbK^kading  vessels  and  escaped  from  the  Mississippi  Rtverj 
I  can  only  say  that  no  vessel  hits  escaped  throufjh  tins  Pass. 

If  vessels  have  got  out,  which  1  vei^v  much  tloubt,  it  was  probably 
through  the  South  Pass,  as  that  is  not  and  never  has  I>een  guarded.  I 
am  UM  that  Hioiv  are  from  *>  to  8  feet  of  water  on  the  l»ir;  if  this  Ins 
coriit't  u  steamer  drawing  10  or  VZ  feet  could  he  forced  over.  In  my 
opinion  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  for  a  fast  steamer  to  get  out  here 
on  a  very  dark  night,  for  tne  current  runs  at  least  3  knot*  per  hour, 
and  should  (his  ship  Ih*  riding  with  her  head  upstream,  before  the 
cable  could  be  slipped  und  her  head  jwid  otT  suthiiently  to  bring  her 
guns  to  hear,  a  steamer  would  be  out  of  sight;  hence  the  givnt  imjx)r- 
tance  of  having  a  fast  steamer  to  senil  in  chase.     In  my  opinion 
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only  effectual  way  of  blockading^  this  rirer  would  be  to  anchor  one  or 
two  st4'iin)  nloops  and  two  or  thi'ft*  jrunboHt-^  at  the  Head  of  the  PannpH. 
1  deoiu  it  of  great  importance  that  ti  steamer  should  bo  .stationed  off 
Bai*atnria  ami  West  hays.  Vessels  drawing  IS  feetof  water  can  enter 
there»  and  I  know  of  nothiner  to  interfere  with  the  landing  (of]  cargoea. 
We  have  had  frequent  si|ualls,  with  thiuider  and  lightning  and  heavy 
rain,  but  no  gale.  The  coal  .ship  bus  not  arrived.  I  was  oldiged  to 
fnrnif^b  the  Iih(Mit>  hland  with  about  00  tons  of  roaUand  I  have  now 
but  200  remaining. 

I^rge  vessels  should  not  be  si^nt  here  with  coal.  Schooners  cunr- 
ing  from  iiOO  to  300  tons  would  be  metre  easily  and  expeditiously  dis- 
charged.    1  herewith  tmnsuiit  a  sick  report. 

I  understan<l  from  a  Northern  man  wuo  escaped  down  the  river  and 
got  on  hoard  the  Rr<Hthlyn  that  when  he  left  New  Orleans  two  weeks 
Kince  the  prow  steamer  was  to  bo  completed  in  two  weeks,  She  is 
completely  ca«sed  with  I'aili'oad  iron,  is  arched  over,  and  has  nothing 
showing  above  the  deck.  She  is  fitted  to  throw  hot  water;  he  is  <►? 
opinion  that  she  has  but  one  gun.  1  have  on  board  six  men  whose 
termsof  service  have  expired.  Two  of  them  were  sent  home  from  the 
East  India  Squadron.  I  request  authority  to  send  them  homo  by  the 
first  om)ortunity,  as  they  are  urgent  for  their  discharge, 
lam,  very  respectfully*  vour  obedient  .servant, 

^    '  W.  W.  MoKean, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  \V>r.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockadintj  Sqiuidron. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
OffPa^  h  P Outre.  Sephmher  2,  [1861], 

Sir:  I  received  your  seveml  communications  by  the  Water  Witnft^ 
also  Lieutenant  McFarland,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  with  wheelbar- 
i-ows,  etc.,  f(»r  the  piirposii  of  erecting  a  battery  near  the  Head  of 
the  Passes.  As  soon  as  practicable  I  will  pro<'ced,  in  obedience  to  your 
order,  up  the  river  to  some  Huital>le  site  for  said  batter}'.  Owing  to 
the  lowness  of  the  river  and  the  shifting  nature  of  the  liar,  it  will  l>e 
nex'essary  to  have  a  careful  survey  of  it  made  ami  the  channel  buoyed. 
I  fear  even  then  it  will  bo  difficult  to  pass  without  grounding.  The 
current  on  the  l>ar  is  so  swift  that  unless  the  Brot/kfyn  is  under  full 
headway  she  will  not  answer  her  helm,  but  the  moment  her  way  is 
stopped  the  tide  causers  her  to  cant  rapidly  without  reference  to  the 
helm.  I  have  on  one  or  two  occasions  approached  within  a  few  feet 
of  the  bar  and  experienced  this  diificult}'  of  controlling  the  move- 
ments of  the  ship. 

A  day  or  two  since  the  privateer  steamer  Iry  stooti  toward  the  liar 
ns  if  with  an  intention  to  run  out.  1  got  underway  immediately  and 
8tood  in  as  near  as  the  .soundings  would  permit,  in  order  to  keep 
her  within  range  of  the  BrooAlt/fi''tt  guns  at  point  blank.  On  this 
occasion  1  touched  the  bottom  twice  and  the  last  time  had  sfnne  diffi- 
culty in  backing  off.  The  Ivi/  returned,  but  remained  all  that  night 
with  steam  up  at  the  pilot  town  near  the  bar,  head  upstream.  The 
Br<M)klyii  was  kept  underway  all  night  as  near  the  bar  as  practicable, 
I  knew  it  would  dp  useless  to  send  in  after  her,  as  upon  sight  of  boats 
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ttpprooobinfT  f^ho  would  cast  off  and  run  off  to  the  fortit.  Tli«  night 
fnllowinfr,  however,  I  .sent  an  arnKHi  exp<Hlition  in  to  examine  if  she 
had  landed  giins  or  made  aoy  prepamtions  toward  erectinff  a  battery. 
No  one  wa."*  found  there  except  the  usual  few  unarmed  oitizout*,  prin- 
cipally pilots  and  their  families.  The  only  cWdence  of  proparation 
wa.s  a  pile  driver  on  a  wharf,  which  was  de^royed. 

Every  possible  vij^ilance  Ls  and  has  been  observed  on  board  the 
B/ffftl/i/ti  to  prevent  surprise;  the  gun.s  and  Hmall  arnw  are  kept  Iuad«Hi 
and  ready  for  imniediatc  use,  a  reo^ular  ."*ea  wat<*.h  is  kept,  l(x>koutM 
aloft  and  on  de**k,  who  pas8  the  hail  every  half  hour.  The  ^rtjokft/n 
will  neoGtisarily  be  in  a  very  exposed  position  in  the  river,  as  she  will 
ride  at  all  times  head  to  Mtream,  which  i^  too  sti'ong  to  spring  bro&d- 
(*ide  to,  and  having  little  or  no  room  to  chanee  her  position,  will  lie 
exposed  to  an  attack  without  l)eing  able  to  bring  more  than  her  lx>w 
gun  to  l»ear  in  defense;  she  will  also  he  exposed  to  tire  raft»,  et*\  I 
Hhall,  of  course,  use  all  the  mcwns  in  my  ]xiwer  to  prevent  anything 
of  the  kin<l,  but  it  must  be  rc4'ollected  the  enemy  have  a  lar^e  niiml»er 
of  steam  towboat*  idle  at  New  Orleans,  besides  the  3/c^rtr,  /ry,  and 
Hjtoi'h  Trtiin^  by  which  means  a  very  formidable  and  overwlielniin^ 
force  could  be  sent  down  the  river  and  approwh  the  Brtn^hhjn  head 
on.  I  consider  it  proper  to  mention  thenc  facti^,  that  you  mav  l>e  able 
to  judge  of  the  difficulties  I  may  have  to  encounter,  as  I  believe  the 
erection  of  the  battery  will  bring  on  an  attack.  I  regret  to  learu  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  places  any  reliance  in  the  report  that  many 
privateers  have  eluded  the  bl<K'kade.  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  staling 
that  such  is  utterly  at  variance  with  the  truth.  The  only  privateer 
that  has  passed  the  Bi\toklyn  is  the  Stuntf^ — an  mjfortuuiito  but 
unavoidable  W'cident;  the  Brft^tkh/n^  with  the  exception  of  the  occa- 
sion of  her  escape,  when  she  was  performing  legitimate  blockading 
duty,  has  never  been  far  enough  from  the  bar  to  admit  vessels  passing 
out  beyond  the  reach  of  her  guns.  The  Poirhaian  has  at  the  same 
time  kept  near  the  mouth  of  the  South  West  Pass,  The  intermediate 
Passes  would  only  admit  of  vessels  di-awing  S  or  10  feet  at  high  water. 
Through  these,  at  night,  it  is  jx>ssiblc  that  ven-  small  vessels  may 
have  passed  out  without  l>eing  seen,  but  I  doubt  it  verv  much.  Reports 
such  as  the  Secretary  refers  to  are  gotten  up  for  effect  in  Kurope,  to 
create  an  impression  that  the  blockade  is  entirely  ineifcctual.  The 
English  men-of-war,  however,  which  have  appeared  otf  here,  must  be 
able  to  testify  differently.  I  \\o\Hi  you  will  disabuse  the  Swretary's 
mind  on  this  subject.  T  shall  make  n  rcconnoissancc  of  the  river 
to-day. 

The  procuring  of  lumber  for  a  foundation  is  extremely  doubtful, 
and  the  transporting  of  sand  will  l>e  attended  with  much  lalwr  and 
delay.  It  is  important  that  a  solid  foundation  should  be  secured  t>efore 
the  equinox,  as  I  understand  all  the  I'asscs  arc  overflowed  when  the 
gale  is  severe.  1  would  also  state  that  a  sailing  vessel,  without  the 
aid  of  a  steamer  to  tow  her,  will  be  useless  in  the  river.  They  can 
only  Iw  depended  upon  when  the  wind  is  .strong  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion from  the  tide.  Quite  a  larjBfe  number  of  the  crew's  terms  of  enlist- 
ment hiive  expire<l  and  much  disappointment  is  expressed  at  not  being 
able  to  get  discharged.  I  think  it  is  bad  ]x>Ucy  in  the  Ooverumeni^ 
at  this  time,  to  give  the  men  jui  op|H)rtunity  of  imagining  themselves 
unfairly  dealt  with.  If  they  are  promptly  discharged  and  paid  off 
they  will  promptly  reenlist,  but  give  them  a  grievance  aud  they  may 
stray  off  and  seek  other  service. 
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The  umii  I^yotm,  direi'ted  to  be  discharged  at  r«que*tt  of  Lord 
I  Lvoiis,  I  simll  snid  I>y  the  W/j/er  Wttdu  as  I  i)rt\suint^  it  was  not  the 
I  intention  to  send  him  up  to  New  Orlouns,  after  navintr  witne**od  all  the 

^repanitioiis  on  hutird  foi"  the  operations  contemplated  in  the  river. 
Fr  representw  hiniHolf  lis  l>einjj  of  ago,  and  that  he  hat*  not  mode  any 
remiest  himself  to  1m'  discharged. 

The   Sam.  Ihni^ton  (Jelivered  the  oil.     There  are  many  articles  in 
yeomouV  depuitniont  of  this  ship  for  which  re^juisitions  have  been 
furnished.     I  enchise  herewith  a  nKiuisition  for  money. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obiHlicnt  servant, 

C.  H.  Poor. 
Flug-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Cotiniiandifuf  U.  S.  Gulf  BloekmUtig  S</uadroii. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fla<j-Officer  McKean^ 
U.  S.  yavy^  trmittnittting  iHier  from  the  St<ttt}  Dejmrtment  regard- 
ing foreign  conmil^i  in  the  Southern  Stat^^, 

Xavv  Depautment,  Sept-emher  5,  lfi62. 
Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  is  a  vny^y  of  a  lett-er*  addressed  to  this 
Department  on  the  'i9th.  ultimo,  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  subject  of  foreign  consuls  in  the  insurrectionary  States.  You 
will  be  particular  to  give  instructions  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
your  siuiadron  rei*pccting  intercourse  with  the  functionaries,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am.  respectfullv.  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox.^ 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Savy. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKeak, 

Cofm/iundiny  Guif  Blockading  S'fuadro-n. 


Letter  from  Marshall  Talhot^  esq.^  to  the  Secreta/ryof  St^te,  regarding 
the  shipment  ofarmsfrotn  Antifferj)^  ndgivm. 

64  Kirwitt  Straat, 
Antwerp^  Belgiunt^  September  6,  1S61. 
Sir:  A  large  quantity  of  arms  left  this  port  to-day  on  board  tlie 
Belgian  bark  Clani,  to  be  rcshjpped  in  the  harlwr  of  Vera  Cruz  for 
Texan  portju. 

Very  reapectfuJly,  youra, 

AlABfiHALL  Talbot. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secret-ary  of  St<Ue,   Washington^  D,  C 


Order  of  the  Acting  Sevretary  of  the  Navy  to  J^f^g-O^U^r  Mervlne^ 
v.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  dispatckiTig  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Rhtnle 
Island. 

Navv  Depautment,  September  6^  1861, 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  8.  D.  Trcnchard,  commanding  U.  S. 

S.  Rhod-e  Isliiwl^  with  dispatches  for  the  Gulf  Blockading  Sf^uaflvQ^N-v 
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has  been  directed  to  report  himself  to  you  immediately  on  his  arrival 
and  also  to  place  the  Rhode  Ishind  at  your  disposal. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 
CJoramodore  \Vm.  Mekvine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Key  ^^ei<t,  Flu. 


Order  of  the  Act} )uj  Secretary  of  thi)  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Mervine^ 
U.  S.  Nary^  for  t/w  transfer  of  the  (hitf  Sf/iiadran  to  the  ee/nimanil 
of  Captain  McKean^  U.  S.  J\avy. 

Navy  Department,  September  6,  1S6J. 
Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  transfer  your  command,  with 
all  instructions,  mpcrs,  etc.,  pertaining  to  it  to  your  successor.  Captain 
William  W.  McKcan,  and  you  will  then  regard  yourself  as  detached 
from  the  command  of  the  United  States  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  steamer  Rhode  [stand  is  platted  at  your  disposal^  and  you  will 
return  in  that  vessel  to  New  York,  rei)orting  your  arrival  by  letter 
to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfullv, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervink. 

Coniniandimj  Gulf  Blockadhuj  Sqmidron, 


Order  of  the  Actinff  Sccret-ary  ff  ihr  Xfiey  to  Owta/'n  JfcKean^  C.  S. 
Xavy^  appointed  to  command  th*   (ralf  Blockadimj  Squad^ran. 

Navy  Department,  Sept*mthtr  ff,  1861. 
Sir:  Flag-Officor  Mervinc  has  been  directed  to  transfer  to  you  the 
siiuadron  imder  his  command,  together  with  all  papers,  instructions, 
(!tc.,  pertaining  thereto,  which,  when  completed,  you  are  authorized 
to  hoist  your  flag  as  the  comniandtu'  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 
and  proceed  to  fiiny  out  the  instructions  of  the  Department. 
1  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Captain  Wm.  W.  McKean. 

Appointrd  to  Command  Gulf  Hhndadinfj  S'paidron. 


Instructions  of  the  Seer*  fary  (f  the  Sary  to  Flaq-  (jM<er  McKean ,  17,  S. 
Na-inf^  uj)tm  as»umifi(/  command  of  the  (r'ulf  ^lorhid/nt/  Sf/uadrf>n. 

Navy  Department,  Sf/*trmhtr6\  1861. 
Sir:  The  condition  of  public  affairs  is  such  thiU  the  <'ountry  demands 
the  best  men  in  the  service  should  l)e  called  upon  to  command  her 
navies  and  armies.  In  the  efforts  of  tlie  (iovcninicnt  to  suppress  the 
causeless  conspiracy  that  has  been  organized  against  it.  high  and  respon- 
sible duties  devolve  on  the  Navy,  and  especially  <•"  thostiuadron  in  the 
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Uiilf.  It  is  ftiisohitfly  essential  tlutt  tlni  iiitfidictioti  of  romnierce  with 
till'  iiiMirjjPTitN  shouUl  1)0  ripidly  cnforoHi;  and  to  that  end  the  best 
talents  in  thu  sorvico  aro  roquiredat  every  point  on  the  extended  coast 
guarded  by  our  f?qiiadron.s. 

Tlif*  energy  und  proiiipttludt^  displayed  \ty  yourself  on  various  occa- 
sions have  inipress«\  tfio  Department  with  the  conviction  that  the 
founlry  will  be  benefiteti  by  assigninjj  you  a  more  resjwnsililG  posi- 
tion,  atid  I  have  therefore  intru.sU>3  to  you  the  command  of  the  squad- 
ron in  the  (riilf.  From  the  orders  and  instnu'tions  heretofore  issued 
to  your  predeeGHsor.  iind  whirh  he  will  transfer  to  you,  the  general 
views  and  nolicy  of  the  Oe]>artri]ent  and  the  (Jovernment  will  >>e 
obtained-  Hut  much,  after  all,  must  be  eomiiiitted  to  the  judi^anent 
and  discretion  <*f  t!ie  li?ifj-oliicer,  who  will  make  his  own  decisions  an<l 
act  on  his  own  resp*jnsibiUtv  without  waitiuff  orders  or  receiving  spe- 
cific instructions  from  the  I)t!partment  in  tne  emergencies  that  umst 
nec<*ssarily  arise. 

It  is  >»ecause  I  have  confidence  in  your  judgment,  as  well  as  in  your 
energy  and  force  of  character,  that  I  have  called  you  to  this  impor- 
tant cfminiand. 

You  have  a  ditiicultduty  to  perform,  but  this  you  will  meet  with 
alacrity,  and.  I  fed  assured,  will  surmount,  to  your  own  and  the  coun- 
tiT's  satisfaction.  To  lock  up  tlie  outlets  uf  the  great  centiul  valley 
of^^  the  continent  so  that  her  products  tn  that  portion  of  the  insurgent 
States  shall  not  reach  the  ocean,  and  so  that  tlie  craving  wants  of  her 
population  for  the  products  of  other  lands  shall  not  be  supplied  while 
their  hands  are  raised  against  the  Government,  will  demand  your  8i>e- 
cial  attention.  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  its  importance,  and  of  the 
embarrassmentei  you  will  experience  in  closing  the  passes  auti  muner- 
ous  bayous  and  irdets  along  the  whole  coa*it.  These  diiliculties  will 
present  themselves  to  you,  and  on  the  resources  of  your  own  mind, 
with  such  assistance  as  the  Department  can  send  you,  must  you  rely 
to  remove  them. 

Such  infoi-matiou  a^^  we  receive  will  bo  forwarded  to  you  from  time 
to  time  (ly  the  tirst  *»piK»rtunity. 

Some  important  suggestions  in  relation  to  closing  the  MiBsisatppi 
by  fortifications,  as  well  a-s  by  vessels,  have  been  made,  and  will  demand 
your  earnest  and  inmjediate  attention.  The  batU^ries  on  Ship  Island 
and  at  other  important  points  have,  perhaps,  become  fomiidable,  and 
may  recjuire  additional  force  to  demolish  or  capture  tliem. 

But  on  these  and,  indeed,  all  other  questions,  we  shall  i-ely  on  your 
cajmcity,  sound  discretii)n,  judgment,  and  decision.  In  these  I  nave 
great  eontidence,  as  well  as  in  the  rightfidness  of  our  cause. 

There  arc  in  our  Navy  abilitv  and  |x>wer,  which,  if  drawn  out  and 
given  scope,  will  do  honor  to  the  service  and  the  country.  The  ambi- 
tion and  energies  of  thesis  men  must  not  Ik*  repressed  by  mere  forms, 
and  times  and  exigencies  like  these  will  develop  eharacter  and  effi- 
ciency. Such  material  you  will  have  opportunity  to  encourage  and 
promote,  and  I  eonnnend  them  to  your  consideration. 

Report  frequently  and  fully  to  the  Department.     Wishing  yoii  every 
success,  and  in  the  belief  that  you  will  attain  it, 
I  am.  very  re-spectfuUy,  etc., 

Gideon  Welle& 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Ooinmandzng  frulf  Blockading  Sffuadron^  Key  Wettty  Fin. 
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Order  of  th^.  Acth\rf  Stx^rtfturi/  of  the  iVffj.'y  to  Fln<j -Officer  McKean^ 
U.  8.  xY'/ru,  re^wrding  xoeekly  tubular  itatemenU  of  vf^aM*  9poken 
and  iKHtrdt^. 

Navy  DKpAftTMEyT,  Strptenih^r  6,  1S61. 
Sik:  Direct  thw  commander  of  each  vessel  under  your  couiniaud  to 
furnish  you  with  a  tabular  .statement,  weekly,  of  each  and  every  ves- 
sel  seen  and  boarded,  with  dale,  name,  nanoe  of  captain,  nationality, 
position,  eurgo,  where  fi'om,  where  bound,  and  such  other  remarks  as 
may  l>e  deemed  neeessiiry.  All  commanders  will  take  i^are  to  exam- 
ine the  character  of  every  vessel  within  their  reach. 

You  will  send  a  copy  of  these  reports  to  the  Department  as  oppor- 
tunity occurs,  with  explanations,  if  any  vessel  ahall  be  seen  and  not 
thorouj»'hly  examined. 
The  fi-igate  2*of(nna/'  has  sailed  to  join  your  squadron. 
Very  respectfully,. 

G.V.  Fox, 
Acting  St!ereta-ry. 
Captain  \V.  AV.  McKean, 

Apjxrinted  Flag- Officer^  &ulf  Blmkadin^f  Squadron. 


'P(>t>r^  U.  S.  Navy^toLi^utenaniQtia/^kf'nhmh^  ZT.S. 
if^ti^r^ided  to  Pkllad^phia  in  charge  afpfioe  hark  Macao. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brookltn, 
Off  Pass  h  V  OtUre^  Lotimana,  September  (?,  1861, 
Sik:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  American  hark  Macao^  of  Charleston. 
as  per  permanent  register,  and  of  New  Orleans  by  consular  certilicatc, 
ana  proceed  with  her  us  a  prize  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  adjudi- 
vation. 

On  your  arrival  at  Philadelphia  i*efx)rt  yourself  Hrst  to  the  senior 
naval  officer  present  and  inmiediutcly  therr-after  take  the  necesksary 
Nteixs  for  plucnig  the  said  bark  in  th«*  hands  of  the  legall}*  oonstituted 
autnorities  for  recoivinjf  and  adjudicating  prizes. 

Should  3'ou  find  it  will  detain  you  on  account  of  adverse  winds  to 
enter  Philadelphia,  you  will  then  go  to  New  York,  carrying  out  the 
same  ordei*8  as  above. 

Sailnmker  Boom  and  10  men  have  been  detailed  as  prize  crew  to 
accompanv  vou.  Tlie  commanding  naval  officer  will  direct  you  how  to 
dispose  or  toem  after  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Poor, 

Ocnninander, 
Lieutenant  J,  N.  Quackekbush,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Sfport  of  Fla^'Offi<'er  Mervine^  U,  S.  yavy^  reaportdmg  ttt  t he  Depart- 
menfit  oritia^i  of  Aw  apparetU  ittactiv^ity  in  rel^ion  to  Ship  h(<ind. 

No.   31.]  U.   S-  Fl-AOSUIP   COLOKAIH), 

Off  F*rt  Pickens,  S<ptcmh€rd,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confidential 
di.-^patcb  of  the  '■I'AA  ultimo,  in  which  you  express  vour  surpri.se  imd 
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regift  that  I  pei'raitted  such  au  *' important  position  &»  Ship  Inland  to 
bo  foiiifu'd  unci  lotained  bv  the  rt»belH."  nncl  in  which  you  ohargB  me 
with  '^appiircnt  imiolivity  nnd  inditforence." 

I  nfiod  not  say,  sir,  that  inv  Hurpri.se  and  regret  is  fully  iis  great  as 
your  own  to  find  that  the  belief  of  dereliction  of  duty  on  my  part  is 
entertained  by  you  without  your  knowledge  or  enquiry  whetlier  there 
W1L4  fouiuiation  for  the  charge;  nay,  more.  sir.  1  am  deeply  gricve-d  at 
the  rebuke,  wJiirh.  for  the  lirst  time  in  the  course  of  nearly  hfty-three 
years'  service,  has  ijt'en  administered  tcj  me  for  neglect  <>(  duty.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  show  to  your  satisfaction  that  tlie  reproof  was  imde- 
served  on  my  ])art. 

1  think,  Hir,  the  record.^  of  the  War  Department  will  l>ear  rae  out  in 
saying  that  the  fortiticatioiis  on  Ship  It-land  were  con^^trueted.  if  not 
prior  to,  at  least  during  the  time  that  Department  was  under  the  con- 
trol of  Jefferson  Davis. 

The  tirnt  inwtructionH  I  received  from  the  Department  were  so  per- 
emptory that  I  should  give  my  whole  attention  to  nnike  the  blockade 
I  wa-H  sent  to  establish  an  pffective  one,  that  I  did  not  feel  justitied 
in  removing  the  vessels  from  their  stations  to  make  any  side  move- 
ments, however  imjx^rtant  they  might  appear  to  be.  Complaints  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  blockade  in  late  dispat^'hes  from  the  Department 
confirmed  me  in  that  l>elief. 

In  a  recent  dispatch  1  gave  you  the  disposition  of  the  vessels 
under  niy  command,  from  >vlii<li  It  app<>ars  that  but  a  single  vessel, 
the  ]Viitif'  U7a7/,  was  not  on  blockading  duty.  Even  then,  all  ports 
which  should  have  been,  were  not,  blockaded,  and  in  one  case,  in  com- 
pliance with  intimated  wishes  of  the  Dej>artment,  I  made  the  blockade 
of  one  port  (Apalachicola)  effective  only  by  raising  that  of  another. 

Tlie  officers  of  this  whip  can  be^r  witness  to  my  desire  and  intention 
of  making  an  attack  on  fShip  Island,  to  the  eagerness  with  which  I 
have  looked  for  the  arrival  of  ve^isels  to  enable  me  to  make  the  proper 
demonstration  against  a  fort  garrisoned  by  bOO  men,  to  the  numerous 
exercises  and  drills  by  which  this  vessel  was  put  in  an  effective  condi- 
tion for  such  an  uttjick. 

In  regard  to  the  remark  that  I  have  ^' large  ships  and  heavy  bat- 
teries," it  may  not  be  improper  to  say  that,  rather  than  being  a  reason 
why  I  should  have  made  the  attack,  that  fact  is  a  sufficient  excuse  for 
my  not  doing  so,  as  on  consultation  with  those  officers  l^est  acquainted 
with  the  locality,  and  from  an  inspection  of  the  charts  since  I  proposed 
the  expedition,  I^tiod  that  1  could  not  bring  a  vessel  drawing  over  20 
feet  or  water  nearer  than  2  miles  to  the  island. 

I  have  not,  lus  j'et,  lieen  able  to  leave  this  Htation  for  any  purpose. 
The  recent  additions  to  the  squadron  have  only  been  made  in  time  to 
take  the  place  of  vessels  compelled  to  go  north  for  repairs.  One  of 
these  lute  arrivals,  the  Scmfctf^  came  in  here  with  a  disabled  rudder. 
This  is  being  recwired,  but  in  her  uresent  condition  she  is  compara- 
tively useless.  Even  now  the  squaaron  under  my  command  is  one  le.ss 
in  number  than  when  1  reported  to  you  the  names  and  stations  of  the 
vessels.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  simple  statement  of  the  condition  in 
which  I  have  been,  and  am  placed,  is  sufficient  to  remove  the  charge 
of  inactivity  and  indifference  from  my  shouldei-s. 

lu  regard  to  the  substitutioo  of  small  vessels  for  temporary  block- 
ading duty  white  an  attuck  was  made  upon  the  ]>oint  referred  tOsWitU 
all  due  deference,  I   request  that  you  will  name,  VW  wvyvt^*-;?   ^V  S2«&\      i 
class  of  vessels  under  my  command  at  l^e  daXt.  o^  •^'o\)i\  ^\'sv*'^^-  ll 
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Tbe  reminder  that  I  have  under  me  "young  and  willing  officers," 
ap|>cars  to  justify  the  infercncp  that  some  of  them  have  jfivoii  exprea- 
jition  to  tlit'ir  impatience  at  a  forced  inactivity  in  a  mannrr  winch  has 
feflected  upon  me,  thouj^h  1  i-aii  not  l>elievc  you  would  give  credence 
to  such  reprcseutation.i  without  inforniingf  me  of  their  nature, 

It  has  occurred  to  ine  that  it  is  Httinir  that  1  should  inforui  you  of  a 
proposed  night  attack  upon  Fort  McRee,  [Kla.].  This  was  t<)  have 
been  made  on  the  night  of  the  r)tli  instant,  and  the  attacking  force  was 
to  consist  of  3(H)  sioldier.s  and  suilorw.  1  detailed,  on  our  part,  the 
rcMpiisitc  nuniher  of  officers  and  rnim  and  had  every  prcpaiiition  made, 
even  to  a  friction  fuze  with  which  to  hlow  open  the  gate  of  the  fort. 
Captain  liwiley  was  to  have  taken  the  eouiniand  of  the  naval  force 
engaged  in  the  fxpedition.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th,  myself.  Cap- 
tain Hiiiiry,  ami  the  i»Hicei*s  detailed  wont  to  Kort  Pickens  to  consult 
with  Colonel  Brown  and  his  officers,  and  to  settle  upon  a  definite  plan 
of  procedui-e.  On  our  arrival,  Coloru?!  Urown  informod  us  that  after 
consulting  with  his  officers  he  had  concluded  not  to  make  the  attempt, 
the  result  Of  the  expedition  heing  wo  uncertain  and  the  effects  of  a 
repulse  so  disastrous. 

Jn  conelusion,  I  heg  leave  to  say,  sir,  that  1  am  an  old  nuin,  and  I 
suppose  am  corisfMiuently  a  fit  ohjeet  for  the  application  of  tiie  term 
**old  fogy.''  Howeverthat  may  \k\  when  the  tune  comes  fur  action 
and  the  encountering  of  danger,  1  hope  to  be  found  as  ready  and  will- 
ing as  the  youngest  and  bravest  of  our  officers. 

If  it  appears  to  yon  that  1  have  been  too  extended  in  my  reply,  or 
have  spoken  too  strongly,  1  must  cra^e  vour  indulgence,  for  I  hold 
that  charges  of  inactivitv  and  negleet  of  duty  are  at  all  times,  and 
cspe<'ial]y  at  this  crisis  of  the  affairs  of  tho  Kepuhlic,  toograve  in  their 
nature  to  be  treated  with  indifference. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  8er\'ant, 

"Wm.  Mervink, 
J*7uff- Officer^  Commanding  On/f  Biockadiixj  i><juadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkli-es, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Ntivy^  Wa«ktfi//i(m,  D.  O, 


^Ord^r  uf  Flag-OMcer  ATerviru:^  U.  S,  Aavy,  to  Captain  P*^^  U,  S. 
^aoy^  i^mnutnatTiff  TJ*  *S'.  *S*.  Richimmd^  to  proceed  to  duty  in  con- 
•n^Ktion  with  th^  cofmtructwfi  of  battery  at  tfte  Head  of  /*<m*w,  in 
Mi^simijjju  Biver. 
Flagship  Colorado, 
L  Of  Fort  Pick<^i<,  Septrmhtr  //.  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  immediately  with  the  vessel  under  your  com- 
mand to  Pa.--.s  a  TOutre  of  the  Mis'*issippi  Kiver,  and  on  your  arrival 
there  receive  from  the  steamer  BrtMfliyn  tents  and  mostpiito  bars  for 
the  use  of  the  men  cngagtKl  in  the  construction  of  a  battery  at  the  Head 
of  the  Passes,  also  a  quantity  of  plank  for  the  same  work^  and  tbe  men 
belonging  to  the  U.  8.  frigate  JSiiagara.  An  army  engineer  has  l)ecn 
detailed  to  superintend   the  cousti*uction  of  the  work,  on  which  are 

I      to  be  mounted  five  Dahlgren  guns,  now  probably  on  their  way  from 
Tor  tu  gas. 
You  will  i-ross  the  bar  as  soon  as  practicable  and  procee<l  in  the 
Hccoiupli^bUiCDt  of  the  work  with  all  expedition,  in  which  you  will  l>e 
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flflsiated  by  the  sloop  of  war  Vitwenn&f  until  1  can  replace  her  with  a 
steaniei*.  '  If  the  Bz-ooJi/i/n  has  any  rifled  howitztTs  on  Inmrd  of  her 
you  will  roct^ive  them  on  Ijonrd  your  vessel,  a»  also  s>|ua(lroii  regula- 
tions, signal.s,  unoxecutt'd  ordnrs,  and  all  napers  relating  to  the  block- 
ade which  bav«  been  sent  to  0>iumander  Poor. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oWdieut  nervant, 

\Vm.  Mkrvene, 
Flag-fJfficer^  Vommmtding  Oidf  Bhwkadin<f  Squadnm, 


Captain  »1o»n  Popk, 

U,  S\  S.  Hi. 


S.  Richmond. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lee^  XI*   S,  Navy^  ct/mmanding  U.  S.  hark 
J,  O,  Kuhn.,  of  the  (irn't^it  of  that  vessel  at  Key  IIW,  Fh. 

U.  S.  Ship  J.  C.  Kciin, 

Key  WtHi,  Sepiembi^r  Jl,  JS6I. 

Sir:  I  iiave  Uie  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  this  day 
with  a  cur^o  of  coal,  white-pine  planks,  mid  two  whalelwats. 

I  have  reported  to  Lieutenant  CVminmnrlin^'  Breese,  of  the  Man- 
dtrrer,  who  has  detained  me  here  and  ordered  mo  to  send  down  my 
U^ht  yards  and  moor  ship. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

RoBEUT  (t.  Lee. 
Flttg-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Oonidg.  (ru!/  St/uadron^  U.  S,  8.  Colorado,  off  Fi/rt  Pickens, 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Jlerol/te^  TJ.  S.  ytwy,  to  Commander  AUlen,  U.  S. 
Nary^  eomrttandlng  U.  S.  S.  South  Caroliim^  to  protect  the  passes  off 
Baratariu  Bay. 

U.    S.    FLAOSHn*   COIX^RADO. 

Off  Fifrt  Pickens,  September  IS,  fSGJ. 
Bat:  On  the  arrival  of  the  frigate  Satttee  off  Galveston  Bar  you  will 
proceed  immediately  to  tht?  jmsses  off  Baiutaria  Bay.  The  rebels  are 
expecting  to  receive  a  large  Quantity  of  arms  and  to  land  them  in  the 
vicijiitj*  of  Barataria  Bay.  I  need  not  urge  upon  you  unceasing  and 
aleepless  energy  and  effort  in  frustrating  their  designs. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mkrvine, 
FUtg- Officer,  Commanding  Gtdf  Blwkadiyiij  Squ^dnm.   J 

Commander  James  Aldem, 

U.  S.  S.  South  CaroliiM,  off  Galvest<m> 


Report  of  Commander  Aldeti^  U>  S»  Naity^  commanding  Ul  S.  S, 
South  Carolina^  regarding  the  capture  hy  that  vessd  of  the  schootier 
Sdedad  Cos,  September  11,  186 i, 

U.  S.  S.  South  Cakolina, 
Off  Galrestoiiy  September  /,>',  1S6L 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  captured.,  on  the,  IV^Vk. 
instant,  off  this  jiort,  a  schooner  loaded  vi\l\i  svX^owV^iv^  Xjov^ftCi\  vv>"^«'^. 
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rallod  the  SoMnd  Am,  or  ratber  she  had  that  uumc  printed  on  her 
stern  jind  purporting  t^  Ix^lon^  to  Tnn>pi<"o.  Shi*,  however,  proved 
to  be  an  oid  acauaintiince,  a  vessel  that  camo  out  of  Galveston  soon 
after  our  arrival  here  in  answer  to  our  Himial  to  communicalG  with 
the  shon*,  her  truf  iiiimu  In-in^  the  Amxi  laijlor^  of  Galveston,  which 
is  enused  from  her  stern  hut  clearly  visible  on  her  head.  Her  captain 
I  knew  iinuiediately.  He  owned  up  at  once.  It  appears  he  drew 
only  'i  or  '^  feet  of  water  and  slipfu'd  out  of  tht*  .^u  Luis  Pasd, 
which  is  tht'  other  (suuth)  end  cf  Gulv^'^tun  Island,  and  went  to  Tam- 
pico,  where  he  made  a  slmni  sale  of  [lis  vessel,  altcre<l  her  name,  and 
thence  went  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  they  obtained  the  coffee  and  Mexi- 
can flag;  and  when  we  caught  hin»  he  was  evidently  trying  to  get  in, 
although  he  had  cleared  for  Matamoras  and  Key  West.  His  papers, 
too,  were  so  irregular  that  I  diil  not  hesitate  to  make  him  a  prize,  and 
I  shall  send  him,  or  rather  the  coffee,  to  New  York  by  the  first  eon- 
vevance,  as  the  vessel  is  not  tit  to  go,  having  a  center  board  and  draws 
only  3  feet  of  water. 

fivervthing  is  very  quiet  since  my  last,  and  I  remain. 
Very  rej*pect/ully,  yowr  obeoient  servant, 

Jamss  Alden, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  MERvrNE, 

Commanding  U.  S.  O'vlf  S^iadrort^  off  Fort  lichens. 


Report  of  Flufj-Offlcer  Mervvne^  U.  S,  ^ovy^  regarding  general  matters 
pertaining  to  fii«  crnnjiiand. 

No.  23.]  V.  S.  Flagship  CoiiORAix), 

OffFoH  Pii^-em^  Sept^jnher  tS,  1861. 

Sik;  By  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  6Wn;j'r/?<*(/i^  at  this  anchorage, 
on  the  8th  instant,  I  am  in  receipt  of  dispatches  from  the  Depart- 
ment.    *    *    * 

I  have  to  report  that  the  Santee  came  in  here  on  the  filh  instant,  on 
her  return  from  Key  West,  with  a  disabled  rudder.  This  has  been 
repaired,  although  a  new  ruttderhead  will  eventually  be  reauired. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  ElVuson  will  give  the 
particulars  of  the  loss  of  the  schooner  .A  AppUton,  formerly  in  the 
revenue  service.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  another  letter*  from  him, 
giving  the  details  of  the  destruction  of  the  ship  Finland  at  Apala- 
chicola. 

Your  informant,  G.  J.  Davis,  says  in  his  letter  of  August  7  that  be 
has  ix»sitive  information  that  the  privateer  Sumtei-  was  at  New 
Orleans,  coaling,  on  thu  23d  July.  Hy  referencti  to  the  letter  of  R. 
Semmes,  her  commander,  taken  from  the  nrize  scliooner  Al^fi/  Brrtd- 
Jhnl^  and  forwarded  to  you,  you  will  see  tlmt  the  steamer  was  at  the 
island  of  Curacao  from  the  iTtb  to  the  24th  of  July,  and  on  the  25th 
she  captured  the  AUnj  Bradford^  off  La  Guayni.  fcio  it  appears  that 
this  contidcutial  communication,  like  others  which  have  been  for- 
warded to  me,  is  utterly  false  in  its  statemont-s,  and  I  believe  has  been 
sent  to  the  Department  from  motives  of  personal  Interest,  to  say  the 
least 

*  S«(!  retKirt  date<l  Atigiirt  'A\,  1861,  p.  IW6. 
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Aspreviouslj  i'eix>rted  to  you,  I  have  oitlered  Lieutenaut  F.  Winslow 
to  the  (^oiniuatiH  of  th«  U.  S.  S.  Wtitt^r  Wifch^  and  in  hia  plac«  I  liave 
ordered  Ijieiitenant  S.  L.  Breese  to  take  pus-sage  to  New  York  in  the 
Connecticut  and  to  report  to  you  on  \\U  arrival. 

Lieutenant  .1.  H.  Spott-^,  whom  you  directed  me  to  order  for  duty 
on  boai-d  this  ship,  prefcrreti  talking  tiie  command  of  the  Wandei'er^ 
to  which  vesnel  I  have  ordered  him  in  the  place  of  Lieutenant  Hreese, 
an  I  d<n^nipd  that  an  older  and  more  experientred  officer  than  the  geu- 
tk'iuan  lust  named  was  retpiired  to  fill  that  position.  I  hope  thattheao 
changes  may  meet  with  your  :ipT)roval. 

I  have  to  report  the  arrival  or  the  U,  S.  S,  J??VA7«.(?m?  at  this  anchor- 
age on  tlie  12tii  instant.  She  Ijrought,  at  tJie  urgent  request  of  com- 
manding olUccr  at  Fort  Jefferson,  an  artillery  company  for  Fort 
Pickens.  I  n^grct  to  report  that  she  had  a  case  of  yellow  fever  on 
board.  By  her,  1  have  intelUgeme  of  the  death,  at  sea,  of  Lieutenant 
Couummding  William  H.  Ball,  of  the  L'.  S.  ship  Mnritm.  lie  died 
suddenly  on  the  loth  instant  of  disease  of  the  heart.  I  debiched  from 
the  liU'hintmd  Lieutenant  N.  C  Bryant  to  take  the  comnmnd  of  the 
Marion.  I  ordered  to  the  J^ic/tmond Acting  Master  Dax'id  L.  Wilcox, 
who  had  orders  from  the  Department  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Sf.  Lfmi^.  I 
dispatched  the  Jiirhm<md  the  same  day  to  relieve  the  J^rooHyn  and  to 
take  charge  of  erecting  the  battery  at  the  Head  of  the  Paases,  order- 
ing the  latter  vessel  to  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia. 

I  also  sent  the  Santfj.,  the  same  day,  to  relieve  the  South  Carolina^ 
off  Galveston,  ordering  the  latter  vessel  to  cniiseoff  Barataria  Bay,  to 
intercept  if  possible  arms  expected  by  the  rebels. 

Most  of  the  steamers  in  the  squadron  are  condensing  water  enough 
for  their  own  use,  but  I  am  in  great  need  of  a  proper  vessel  to  supfHy 
the  sailing  vessels  with  wood  and  water.  All  tne  places  where  the 
latter  article  can  be  obtained  atp  in  the  possession  of  the  rebels. 
Since  the  Wtiiuhrrr  has  tuken  the  place  of  the  Ormmler,  I  have  had 
no  vessel  for  the  pui*t)OKe.  If  wood  and  water  can  he  taken  on  the 
coal  vessels  purchased  by  the  Government,  or  on  the  supply  steamers, 
and  be  distributed  to  the  vessela  in  want  of  either,  it  will  answer  every 
purpose. 

Colontd  Brown  has  urgently  requested  me  to  allow  a  company  of 
sappers  and  miners  and  some  invalids  and  deseiters  from  the  rebels  to 
be  siMit  north  in  the  Con/ucfu'ut. 

As  it  appears  that  the  soldiers  ait*  much  needed  at  the  North,  I  have 
given  my  consent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
I''lag- Officer,  Commanding  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^  WasAinytoti^  D.  C. 

{Envltmam.) 

U.  S.  S.  CtnxER, 
Tam^  Bay,  Awjuat  17,  1861, 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  your  order  to  blockade  the  North  East  Pass  of 
A|)alachicola,  our  water  was  reduced  to  3t>0  gallons,  which  1  endeav- 
ored to  replenish  from  Egmont  Key  with  Uie  aid  of  the  schooner 
Appieton. 
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To  facilitate  this  movement,  as  well  as  to  oleAn  the  boilers,  which 
were  roprchented  by  the  engineer  to  bo  in  un  unstife  condition,  I  eume 
into  tiie  bay  and  anchored  near  the  waterinjir  pluee  on  Egniont  Key. 
After  obtaining  u  sutfifient  supply  for  pre^ient  purposes,  and  Imving 
stopped  a  Icalc  of  some  magnituae  in  one  of  the  Ixiilers,  1  was  about  to 
proceed  to  sea  in  execution  of  your  oniera  (on  the  lf>th  inntant)  when 
it  cjime  on  to  blow  very  iiea^  ily  li-oni  northward  and  eastward  and  in  a 
few  hour.s  increased  to  a  gale  of  great  violence. 

The  Apph'ton  parted  her  cables  and  went  ashore  near  the  light- 
house before  I  was  al>le  to  render  her  any  aa-sistanco.  She  was  dnvea 
on  the  Ix'uch  some  30  ftn^t  above  low-wuter  mark.  After  the  gale 
al*ated.  Hnding  my-solf  without  nieAns  to  get  her  afloat,  which,  under 
any  circumstances,  would  have  been  exceedingly  doubtful,  having  only 
my  two  lK>wer  anchors  to  depend  on,  the  schooner's  anchor  being  lost, 
and  deeming  her  of  too  little  value  to  incur  the  delay  of  making  what  I 
considered  a  futile  attempt  at  l>est,  I  directed  her  to  be  burned,  after 
saving  from  her  everything  of  any  value,  sails,  spais,  etc.,  and  she 
was  lotiilly  destroyed  to  prevent  lier  falling  into  the  haud-s  of  the 
rebels. 

The  gale  was  one  of  great  violence,  commencing  at  N,  N.  E.,  and 
terminating  in  about  thirty  hours  with  the  wind  at  S.  S.  K.,  with  a 
heavy  sea.  I  regard  it  as  providential  that  the  ship  rode  it  out  in  safety, 
with  only  two  anchors  or  l,8^Xt  pounds  each,  and  her  chains,  respec- 
tively, l\  and  IS  and  about  l»0  fathoms  with  a  scope  of  75  fathoms  on 
one  and  45  fathoms  on  the  other.  1  would  respectiully  call  vour  atten- 
tion to  the  insutficienry  of  the  ground  tackling  of  this  vessel ;  a  ship  of 
over  1,200  tons,  with  an  inmiense  surface  exposed,  with  anchors  and 
chains  that  are  ordinarily  used  for  a  gun  brig  or  schooner. 

We  had  three  anchors  on  leaving  New  York;  a  light  one  of  1,500 
pounds  was  8lij>ped  off  Tampa  Bar  some  weeks  since  when  anchored 
m  4  fathoms  of  water  near  the  l>ar.  and  as  the  buoy  did  not  watch  1 
could  not  recover  it. 

I  can  not,  sir,  close  this  dispatch  without  an  expression  of  my  opinion 
as  shown  from  the  above  facts,  as  well  as  from  others  that  arc  nbvious 
to  every  professional  man,  of  the  ineffii-iency  of  this  vessel  for  war 
purposes,  and  I  feel  it  the  more  to  l>e  my  duty  to  reprrsent  this  to  you, 
as  1  have  been  informed  that  the  enormous  amount  of  $iyO,<K.)0  is 
asked  for  her  by  her  owners. 

It  would  lie  an  imposition  upon  the  Government,  for  they  would  not 
get  an  eipiivalcnt  in  any  use  to  which  they  might  apply  her,  unless  it 
were  as  a  transport. 

She  is  a  fine  ship  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  was  originally 
intended,  sails  tolerably  fast,  and  consumes  but  little  coal,  going  10 
and  11  knot**  with  a  consumption  of  al>out  \'l  tons  [wr  diem. 

To  increase  her  speed  would,  of  course,  require  a  larger  amount  of 
fuel. 

But  OS  for  an  eflScient  war  steamer,  no  amount  of  money  expended 
on  her  would  make  her  available. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fbancis  B.  Kllison. 

Captain, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  MERvrNE, 

Voinvtandiny  iiulf  Iil*H:hnHng  Sqiiadron. 
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Rt^ptyrt  of  Captain  ElU^m^  TL  S.  JVa^y,  commandin//  U.  S.  S.  R.  R. 
CuyltT,  rt'ijatfling  th'  t)iat<v  by  that  vessel  ofa  Vonjederate  ar/ru^l 
schooner  off  Ajmiachicola. 

U.  S.  S.   Cm-ER, 

Off  Apalachuvtla,  Stiptetnhrr  I-iy  IStiL 

Sik:  I  Imvp  the  honor  to  niport  to  yow  that  on  tli*'  nidrning  of  tho 
IJth  insitant  an  aniied  i-ehel  scliooner  wa«  ohnorved  in  tin-  Ijay,  beating 
down  toward  tlio  li|fht-houseon  Dog  Inland.  Wh»'n  she  had  |MisHed  to 
windward  of  the  chaiin*'!  way  I  tT^t  underway  and  stood  in  overtiio  har 
in  pursuit  <if  hrr.  (I  had  aMcertnined  a  f<?\v  days  previously  by  Hound- 
ing out  the  bar  and  entrance  to  the  bay  that  witn  our  present  light 
draft.,  14  feetH  inches,  we  could  get  in.)  She  bore  up  for  shoal  water, 
and  nin  ashore  near  Crooked  River.  I  approache<l  as  n4'jir  as  T>ossiblit 
and  anchored  in  3  fathoms  water  and  commenced  tiring  upon  her,  hut 
as  our  shot  fell  short,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  venture  m  to  shoaler 
watiir  and  incur  the  risk  of  getting  aground.  I  retunu'd  to  our  an- 
chorage at  the  outor  buoy,  and  at  8  o'chxk  next  morning  ]>ro<'eedevl 
to  the  West  Pass  for  the  Montyouicrtf.  hoping  that,  witu  her  light 
draft  of  water,  she  would  be  enabled  to  get  near  enough  to  shell 
her.  Commander  Shaw  promptly  <M>mpli(>d  witli  my  wishes,  inul  at 
5  o'lock  p.  m.  we  reentered  the  bay,  the  Mimttjfnuenj  Utking  a  i>osition 
in  shoal  watnr  near  the  mouth  of  Crooked  River,  whilst  this  ship  re- 
mained in  :^  fathoms  water.  The  rebels  had  meanwliile  gotthesch»K)ner 
artout  and  carried  her  so  high  up  the  river  that  it  was  impossible  to 
reach  her  with  the  guns,  and  believing  that  an  attempt  to  capture  her 
with  the  boats,  in  her  strong  position  sonie  2  miles  up  a  narrow  river, 
would  be  a  useless  risk  of  tne  lives  of  officers  an<l  men  for  so  com- 
paratively tnfling  a  result,  I  abandoned  the  attempt  and  returned  to 
our  station  outside,  the  Mmttymeiy  proceeding  to  the  West  Pass. 

I  trust,  f>ir,  that  when  you  consider  the  size  and  draft  of  water  of 
this  shi]),  withoul  a  liiunch  or  boats  sufficiently  large  to  <-arrA-  out  an 
ani'hor,  without  even  a  ked^re  on  Ixmrd.  or  any  of  tne  ordinary  means 
and  applifiiK-es  for  getting  tlie  ship  off,  in  the  event  of  grounding,  you 
will  not  ri'gjird  me  as  having  been  over  prudent,  or  uttribule  the  fail- 
ure of  making  a  capture  to  extreme  caution. 

1  am  compelled  to  say  that  the  ship  is  not  properly  titted  for  such 
service,  ana  for  the  reasons  assigned.  Furthermore,  I  would  take 
this  opiJortunity  of  stating  that  1  was  not  allowed  vjuartennasters, 
and  wlicn  we  couuuenced  firing  upon  the  rebels,  having  previously 
directed  the  colors  to  be  hoisted,  I  discovered  to  my  amazement  that 
the  cornet  had  been  hoisted  at  the  |>eak  instead  of  the  ensign.  The 
error  was  corrected  ils  soon  as  detected.  l>ut  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be 
exaggerated  and  misrepresented.  The  schooner  showed  no  colors  at 
anv  time,  and  only  tired  once  from  a  long  gun  amidships. 

1  have  endeavored  as  far  as  it  is  my  power  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of 
your  dispatch  to  me,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so.  Hoping  to  merit 
and  receive  your  approlnition, 

I  am  sir,  verj*  resijeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FfiAiicis  B.  Kluhon, 

Capf<tin, 

Flag-Oificer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Cmnmnndimj  iruij'  Blockadiny  S^itadrf*n^  G-ulf  of  Mexiat. 
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Raporl  of  Commander  Smithy    V.    S.   Na^oy*  eommandinff  U,    S,   S, 
Ma«sachii»ett.s^  regardimj  the  fortifying  of  Chmidtd-eur  Inland. 

U.   S.   S.  ^L4SaACHU8ETT8, 

Of  Chmid^'h>ur  Ishind,  Srptf^mbtfr  13,  IS61. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfullv  roport  that  I  Imvc,  with  the  aHsbtuu(*c  of 
Captain  Frenoh.  fortitiod  cliftnaoleiir  Tsiaud  and  o.-^tjiUHshed  the  light 
for  the  arconiniodation  of  vi*s.*n'lH  4>f  war  bound  to  this  place,  and  tor 
the  greater  .security  of  siuh  at*  arc  or  umy  bo  muiutaiuint''  the  blockade 
of  the  passes  to  Mississinpi  Sound. 

[It  is]  the  tii-st  step,  tnough  posciewsing:  no  renl  utility  as  a  work  of 
deienne,  except  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  being  made  to  land  a  force 
at  night  in  boats  in  uiy  abyentie  from  the  Island.  I  have  repirded  it 
as  of  some  importjince  when  the  faets  shnll  have  Ixicn  communicated 
to  the  public  througli  the  Southern  press,  aw  it  will  be  through  the 
medium  of  two  liberuted  tishernien  who  ha\e  huen  deceived  a^  to  the 
number,  character,  and  caliber  of  the  lifuns  landed. 

All  iraiticiilars  in  connection  with  thi.s  iiiovemrnt.  with  niv  reat^ouH 
for  the  same,  will  bo  communicated  by  Lieutenant  (Charles  11.  Cushman, 
who  is  the  bearer  of  my  disiMit^h. 

Should  my  course  meet  with  your  api)roval  in  re^rd  t-o  the  light,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Light-House  Board  l>e  notitiod  that 
the  present  supply  of  oil  will  be  exhausted  by  the  I5th  of  November 
next,  and  a  I'oll  of  wicking  for  a  fourth-order  Parker  ljini|)  he  required. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  MitKnachiHettH  is  ^vin 
under  steam,  and  1  hope  that  I  shall  not  have  occasion  to  trouble  you 
with  fiirther  reports  oi  my  inefli4iemy  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
Very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mela>cton  Smith, 
CoTiiiniindcr^  U.  S.  JVWy. 

P'lag-Officer  Wsi.  AIervine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gulf  JHockading  Sguadron. 


Destruction,  of  the  Confederate  j>rivaieer  »choom^r  Juduh  at  the  P&Ma- 
CoHa  fMVt/  yard  hy  a  hoot  es^edltion  from  the  IT.  S.  S.  Colorado^ 
September  J4, 1861. 

Beport  of  FlAg-Offlo«r  Kervine,  tT.  B.  Vavy. 

U.  8.  Flaoship  Cou>RAr>o, 

Of  Fort  Pich^iM,  Septtmb'-r  I'*,  1S62, 
Sir;  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  boat  expedition  was 
fitted  out  from  this  ship  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  consisting 
of  the  first  launch,  first,  second,  and  third  cuttci*8,  under  the  couimaud 
of  Lieutenants  Kussell,  Sproston,  Bhike,  and  Midshipman  Steece, 
rcspectivelv,  assisted  b}*  Captain  lleynoldis,  of  the  maiines,  Assistant 
Surgeon  I^ennedy,  Assistant  Engineer  White,  Oiinner  Horton,  and 
Midshipmen  Forrest  and  Higginson.  The  whole  force  detailed  con- 
sisted of  al)out  !<"'  men,  tftncers,  sailors  and  marines.  The  object  of 
the  expedition  was  (he  destruction  of  a  schooner  whieh  lay  off  the 
IV.nsacola  navy  yard,  sup])ow(»d  to  be  fitting  out  a^  a  privateer,  and 
the  spiking  of  a  giui,  in  Imtten*,  at  the  southeast  end  of  the  yard. 
The  moYGmenia  of  the  schooner  had  been  aasiduouslv  watehed  for 
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soreral  days  and  ni^ht^,  hikI  I  deemed  it  jso  morally  certain  that  dbe 
was  intended  for  a  privateer  that  I  dotcmiined  the  attempt  should  be 
made  to  de8troy  lier,  pven  in  face  of  the  fearful  odds  wbiuh  would 
have  to  ])e  encountered. 

Lieiitnnatit  Russell  hail  ebiirjfe  i»f  this  ex|>edition,  and  with  Lieuten- 
ant Blake  was  to  atttifk  the  vessel,  while  Lieutenant  Sproston  and 
Mid>*bipmnii  Steele  spiked  the  giin. 

The  attark  was  made  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  at  3:30 
o'olofk.  Tlio  s^'hooner.  named  (he  ./WcT/i.  was  found  moored  to  the 
wharf  under  the  protection  of  a  battery  and  fieldpiece,  and  to  l>c 
armed  with  a  pivot  and  four  broadside  puns.  Her  crew  wa**  on  her 
and  prepared  to  receive  our  forces,  jwuiring  in  a  volley  of  musketry  as 
the  boats  neared  the  veissel.  A  des|»enite  resistiince  was  made  from 
the  decks  of  the  schooner,  but  her  men  were  driven  off  on  to  the  wharf 
by  OUT  boarders,  where  they  i*al]ied  and  were  joined  by  the  guard 
and  kept  up  a  continued  fire  upon  our  men.  In  the  meantime  the  ves- 
sel was  sot  on  tiro  in  Hi'vend  placfs.  That  which  Hnally  consumed  her 
wiis  lighted  in  the  cabin  by  Assistant  Kuginocr  W'hit^?  and  Patrick 
Driscoll.  who  went  as  a  volunteer.  She  burned  to  the  water's  edge 
and  has  since,  while  burning,  been  set  free  from  her  moorings,  and  has 
drifted  down  op]>osite  Fort  Barrancius,  where  she  hiis  sunk. 

Of  the  party  assigned  to  att<?nd  to  the  spikine  of  the  gun.  only  Lieu- 
tenant Sproston  and  Gunner  Bortonwei-e  able,  after  considemble  search, 
to  find  it.  the  i)art\  becoming  separated  in  the  darkness.  No  opposi- 
tion being  macie  to  their  landing,  Mr.  Steoce,  with  his  command,  had 
gone  to  the  aid  of  those  on  the  schoouer.  where  lie  performed  valuable 
service. 

Very  fortunately,  only  one  man  was  found  in  charge  of  the  gun,  and 
he  iramediately  leveled  nis  piece  at  Lientt'nant  Sproston,  but  was  shot 
down  by  Gunner  Borton  oefore  he  could  obtain  certain  aim.  both 
pieces  e,^plodtng  sinniUnncously.  The  gun,  which  was  found  to  l>e  a 
X-inch  columbiiid.  was  inunediatcly  Hpik«'d,  and  ])ringing  oil'  its  toin- 
pion  as  a  trophj^  these  two  officers  returned  to  their  boat.  The  work 
proposed  having  thus  been  well  and  thoroughlv  done,  in  the  short 
space  of  fifteen  minutes,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  in  the  yard 
(reported  bv  deserters  as  over  a  thousand  strong)  iM^ing  aroused,  our 
lioats  pulled  away,  and  rallying  at  a  short  distance  from  the  shore,  tired 
six  charges  of  canister  from  tueir  howitzers  into  the  yard,  with  what 
result  it  is  im)K>ssibh'  to  say.  Three  of  the  enemy  are  know  n  to  have 
been  killed,  and  Dur  otlicers  are  contident  the  number  is  niurh  larger. 
The  l)oats  then  returned  to  the  ship,  arriving  there  iihont  dayiight. 

But,  sir.  I  am  grii-ved  to  report  that  this  Iirilliant  utFair  was  not 
unattended  by  lo^s  on  our  side.  I  have  to  repoi't  as  killeti  I>y  shots 
from  tlie  ciosstrces  of  the  schotmer.  whili"  tlic  bouts  wrre  approaching, 
Boat-^wainV  Mat^  Charles  H.  Lamphere  and  John  R.  Herring,  seaman 
and  captain  of  the  howitzer  {two  of  the  best  men  in  our  ship),  and 
Marine  John  Smith  (the  first  nnm  to  b<»ard  the  schooner  and  who 
behaved  most  gallantlv),  who  was,  by  a  sad  mistjike  having  lost  his 
distinguishing  mark,  kdledbvoneof  nurown  men.  We  have  wounded, 
probably  mortally.  Seamen  'K.  (lark  am!  K.  K.  Osborne;  severely,  f» 
other  seamen. 

Captain  Reynolds  rweived  a  sevpro  contusion  on  hie  shoulder,  and 
Alidshipman  lliggin.s<»n  had  the  end  of  his  tluimb  shot  off.  Lieuten- 
ants HuNsell  and  Uhtke  ha<l  narrow  escapes,  the  tlesh  of  each  being 
grtized  by  one  or  niutv  nuisket  balls, 
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U  is  not  an  easv  ta.sk  to  select  individual  instances  of  linivery  or 
daring  when'  all  liohavod  ho  gallantly.  Tho  officers  united  in  ^ring 
great  rredit  to  the  coolnecw  tind  bravery  with  which  they  were  sup- 
portwl  by  the  men,  and  the  latter  have  hjarnod  to  look  with  new  priae 
and  con^denee  on  the  former.  The  mariners,  especially,  »ecin  to  have 
suKtained  the  reputation  borne  by  their  branch  of  the  service,  as  they 
receive,  cncumiuiu.'*  from  all  sides. 

Assistant  Surtreon  Kennedy  renden^l  valuable  a.'^sintance  in  the  care 
of  tho  wounded.  As.sistant  fCngineer  White  brought  down  from  the 
cro.s.streeH  of  the  nchooner  a  man  who  had  lM*en  H6en  to  lire  ujxju  tho 
l>oat.s  killing  him  instantty. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  all  engaged  in  tho  alfair,  with 
the  names  of  the  killed  and  wouuded  in  each  boat. 

1  have  the  lionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

\\'m.  Mervinr, 
Fl<i*/-Ojfi<:er^  Vommandin{f  G^tlf  Blockading  Sfptadnm. 

Hon.  GiPEON  Welles, 

Sticretary  of  the  Nm^^  Wamhifigt^m^  />.  V. 

P.  S.— By  a  strange  inadvertence,  my  mind  being  so  much  engrossed 
with  tho  expedition  itself,  I  omitted  to  give  credit  to  tlaptain  Hailev, 
of  this  ship,  for  maturing  the  plan  and  taking  charge  of  htting  out  the 
expedition  to  the  niitiutcst  dt^aii.  It  is  to  Tiis  thoughtfulncs«  that  a 
great  portion  of  it.^^  success  mu^t  >>e  a.scril>ed. 

W.  M. 


Lilt  of  kUlod  and  Toanded. 
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IT.  S.  S.  Frigate  CoriORADO, 
Off  ?Wf  Plekenx,  Fht.,  Sfiptemher  76,  1S61. 
Sin:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  and  officers  who  were  injured 
in  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  privateer  schooner  at  the  Warring- 
ton fPensacoia]  navy  yard  yesterday  morning,  viz: 

1.  Ti^rcnceO'Dowcf, marine, born  in  Boston;  gunshot  wound  through 
right  thigh;  severelj'  injured. 

2.  Edward  K.  Osborne,  ordinary  seaman,  born  in  New  York;  |fun- 
shot  wonnd  in  V>ack  and  left  arm;  will  prolmbly  prove  mortal. 

'A.   Robnrt  ('lark,  seaman,   born   in   Nlichigan;   gunshot   wounds  in 
chest  and  right  knee  and  thich.  which  are  also  very  severe. 

4.  Scvillan  Coburn,  marine,  born  in  Massachusetts;  gunshot  wound 
in  left  side;  not  dangerous. 

5.  John   Ilennessy,  ordinary  seaman,  born  in  Ireland;  severe  gun* 
shot  wound  in  left  leg. 

t>.  Charles  Carbcrry.  marine,  born  in  Ireland:  severe  gunshot  wound 
of  the  head. 

7.   Henry  Ward,   seaman,   born   in   Rhode   Isbind;   severe  gunshot 


wound  thrnugh  right  cheek  to  throat. 
8.  Toter  Keating,  sea 


ng,  seaman,  born  in  Boston;  gunshot  wound  through 
right  aim. 

9.  St*'phen  O.  Austin,  ordinary  seaman,  l>orn  in  Rhode  Island;  gun- 
shot wound  of  right  wrist. 

10.  F.  .).  Iligginson,  midshipman,  born  in  Massachusetts;  gutirshot 
wound  of  right  thumb. 
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11.  Edward  ^F(■D^^naId  Kcynoldrt,  cflptiiiii  nmrineK,  liorn  in  Maine; 
hli^ht  woutul  on  left  ann. 

I*J.  Williuni  Fi:?h,  neanian,  born  in  Massocbusotte;  severe  {fiutKhot 
wound  in  rt^'lit  thi^li. 

13.  -Uiso^ili  \\'nn'h)ini,  seuniaii,  Ijorn  in  New  Jors*ey;  ^^imshot  wound 
through  h'ltiii'ia  into  shouidor. 

LieutenantH  J.  II.  Kussell  and  F.  B.  Hlake  were  slightly  wounded, 
but  were  not  imai)u<:ilated  for  duty;  the  former  was  frnized  by  a  ball 
on  (he  loft  arm.  the  latter  by  one  on  the  left  mdt*. 

Thf  follinvin^  men  were  killed,  viz: 

1.  John  Smith,  marine,  born  in  Pennsylvania;  killed  by  a  bayonet 
wound  hi  till*  alidf^men,  and  he  al^o  received  one  In  the  ehewt. 

L'.  John  K,  Herrinj;,  seaman.  lK)rn  in  Philadelphia,  killed  by  gun- 
sh<»t  YvoundH  in  ritrfit,  side,  Inft  arm,  nntj  hlji. 

'S.  t'iiarles  U.  Lamphere,  I»oat"^wain's  mate.  l»orn  in  Boston;  killed 
by  a  gunshot  wound  of  lu'art. 

Thou^'h  the  sultrincs.-^  of  the  weather  is  unfavorable  to  the  wounded 

they  are  generally  improving;,  and  the  health  of  thi«  ship's  crew,  and 

others  of  the  squadron,  is  good  so  far  as  1  cun  learn,  with  the  exception 

of  the  Riehm<»urti^  amon^  whom  a  ea.se  of  yellow  fever  haw  occurred. 

I  am,  vei*v  rcspectfiillv,  vour  olwdient  servant, 

0.  K.  B.  Horner, 
JStuyoon  of  the  Fleet, 

Fhtg-OtHi»r  Wm.  Mkkvink, 

O^umanding  OtJf  Bioehidiruf  Sf/iuuinm^  Gulf  ttf  Mexi<x>. 


Seport  of  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S.  Army. 

Heaihji'arteiw  Depautmknt  of  Florida, 

C-olonel:  a  naval  J>oat  expedition,  under  command  of  |jieut*?nant 
[John  II.  I  Kussell.  of  the  flaj»ship  C(d&i\uit>^  tliif*  morning"  at  2  o'clock 
burned  tin-  piniticul  schooner  •indnh  and  spiked  the  gun  of  the  only 
Imttery  in  the  navy  yard.  Tiie  s<hooncr  was  armed  with  hve  guns^ 
and  was  l^'in<^  in  the  slip  in  front  of  the  battery,  evidently  awaiting  an 
opiToHunity  to  go  to  sea.  We  lost  3  killed  (one  of  them  iustflntly,  by 
one  of  our  own  jMirty),  4  Imdiy  and  3  or  4  sliifhtlv  wounded,  among 
the  latt^'r  Ijieutenants  Russell  and  (F.  B.]  BIhkc,  [Captain  E.  McD.] 
Reynolds,  f»f  the  marines,  and  a  midshipman.  Tlie  whole  affair  was 
well  conceived,  well  managed,  and  entirely  successful. 

I  took  it  for  granted  it  would  cause  the  o|x^ning  of  the  rebel  fire  on 
this  fi>rt,  hut  until  the  present  time  no  deuu)nstration  has  been  mado. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hakvey  Bkown, 

C<^>ntl^  Cominandhiif, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  D.  Townsknd, 

AmBfant'  AdjtUant'GeJusral, 
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Order  of  Tiag-Officer  Herviiie,  H.  8.  Havy,  road  on  the  qoarter-deck  of  Uie  U.  8.  8.  Colo- 
rado, Sonday,  Soptembfir  IS,  1861,  commoiiduig  the  conduct  of  officers  and  ortiw. 

U.   S.   FLAG.Sllir   CoLOttAIX), 

Of  Fiyrt  /*irhr/i^,  SepU'inhfr  !o,  1S6L 
Tlic  I'viiiniiituliM*  in  chiof  <tf  th<'  United  Stiiles  imvul  r<n'*'c\s  in  tlip 
(lulf  Iff  Moxiuo  IK  (lursutHiH  uf  oxpivs-siiij;  in  somk'  puMir  iimiiiR'r  liis 
Rlipivciatioit  of  i\w.  <t)iuluct  (»f  tlio  oHitrrs  niut  iikmi  iitltM'hofl  to  liis 
flagship  who  wero  t'li^ajjed  in  tin?  uttack  on  the  Pensaw>hi  Na\'j'-Yurd 
on  the  niorninjj  of  Iho  141h  iri>tiint. 

It  is  hy  siniihir  (Jci-ds  of  during:  that  thr  proud  jxjssilion  of  our  Xnvj' 
has  been  won.  and  apr<Mif  kv.is  now  Ihmti  given  th:iL  then'  lia.s  hccn  no 
iletreiierui^  in  the  aijirit  of  her  aona  since  the  days  of  Dcoatiir.  Morriw, 
aiul  Hull.' 

The  i-uiiiuinndL'r  in  chief  hunents  that  .such  -signal  .success  r^-huuld 
hrtVi'  diniiindrd  thr  ilcath  of  three  hriive  men  and  the  sntferingH  of  m* 
nniny  others.  He  desires  to  cxpre.s.s  his  personal  sympathy  with  the 
wounded  and  with  the.  friendw  of  tin'  dead,  and  his  axsurutice  that  a 
gratefid  eMiuitry  will  not  ftn*get  any  of  those  wlio  hiivi'  given  surh 
undouhtc'l  proof  of  their  devotion  Ui  her  intcre.st.s  and  her  Ihig. 

\\y\.  Mkrvine, 
Vlar^' Officer^  Cmnitnft>div*j  Onlf  HUu'kmr'ntj  Stpimhou, 


Letter  of  commend atlom  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy  to  Flag-Officer  MoKean,  U.  8. 

Navy. 

Naa'y  Dei'AUTMent,  (kUilft^r  ^  IHdL 

Sui:  The  De])artuient  received  Flag-Oihcer  Mcrvine's  report  of  the 
iKMit  exi>cdition  disjKitrhed  hy  him  fioni  the  Cohmidif  on  ifiu  nighl  of 
the  K^th  of  8eptonihcr,  undereonimand  of  Lieutenant  John  H.  Uu»,st»ll, 
of  the  Novy,  to  destroy  the  rebel  privateer  Jwhih^  moored  at  tho 
wharf  of  the  Pensacola  na\'j'  yard,  and  to  npike  the  guns  in  battoiy 
iieai*  1>3'. 

An  ex])e<lition  executed  in  the  fm-e  of  an  enemy  so  much  superior 
in  numbers,  with  such  brilliancy,  gallantry,  and  success  can  not  pa-s 
without  the  special  recognition  and  eonunetidatioti  of  the  Department. 
To  those  who  were  engjiged  in  it,  not  oidy  the  Department,  l»ut  tho 
whole  country  is  indebted  for  one  of  the  !>rightest  pages  that  has 
adorned  onr  naval  record  <luring  this  rebellion. 

Indeed  it  may  bo  placed,  without  disj)aragement,  side  hy  side  with 
tho  fairest  that  adorn  our  early  naval  history. 

The  exj>edilion  will  give  rcn<»wn,  not  only  to  those  who  wen'  iiniue- 
diatoly  concerned  in  it,  but  to  the  Navy  it-self.  It  will  inspire  others 
in  the  service  to  emulation;  its  reeital  hereafter  will  llnill  the  heart 
with  admiration. 

The  De]»artinent  will  cherish  the  recollection  of  the  exploit,  and 
desires  you  to  express  to  the  otKeers,  seamen^  and  marines  who  ]iar- 

Lticipited  in  it  its  highest  admiration  of  their  condurt. 
The  loss  to  the  service  and  to  their  relatives  and  fiiends  i»f  (hosi; 
who  fell  in  the  expedition,  is  a  painful  feature  of  il.  but   the  memory 
of  those  hmvc  men  should  jiot  Iw  lost  to  the  hearts  of  uli  true  patriots, 
but  be  ever  cherished  thei*eiD. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
OiDicoN  Wkli-es. 
Flag-Officer  \V,  W.  McKean, 
Coinmauding  Gulf  Bhrhidln*/  ^quadrfm. 
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SeporC  of  Captain  Bjiiley,  U.  8.  Vavy.  commaudiiig  V.  8.   8.  Colorado,  reqiteiting  a  pro- 
motion for  Coxswain  Robert  Clark. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Frmate  Coi.ohai>o, 

Of  Ftfrt  Plckctis,  Ntrremher  /,  fS6L 

Sir:  I  have  tho  tionor  to  ivcomiiiontl  to  your  notice  Rolwrt  Clark, 
who  was  coxswain  of  the  second  cutttT  engaged  in  the  affair  at  the 
Poiir*tu()hi  navy  yard. 

I  prontoli^d  hiiii  to  a  varanry  oti  hoard,  of  niasU»rV  mate,  for  his  n's-o- 
hitioii  and  stoiMlinoss  in  ivriiainiiij^^  at  the  hcdni  and  steering  liis  lioat 
aloiii,'-sido  the  iirivatr^T  -hubth^  after  retviving  a  severe  wound  through 
the  knee;  he  was  afterwards  wounded  hy  a  Iniekiihut  in  the  bod}'. 

1  am  huppy  to  stat4^  tliat  he  will  nicover  to  do  hi»  country  good 
serviee,  hut  with  a  stiff  kne^. 

May  1  ask  that  his  upi)ointment  of  ma,sterV  mate  be  eonfirmedi  1 
Hrnd  him  hy  the  vsteanier  RhnU  htandXxy  the  New  York  hospital,  with 
an  ordinary  seaman  named  Kdward  K.  Oshorne,  wounded  l>y  a  huck- 
shot  through  the  hings. 

1  am.  resjMictfuUy,  jour  obedient  servant, 

T.    BArLKY, 

Captain^  Vrnttmamlhuj  Coloratifi, 
lion.  Gideon*  Welles, 

Stxmtary  of'  the  Namj. 


B«porl  of  Brlgadier-Oeneral  Bragg,  0.  S.  Araix- 

HEArjguARTEKs  Tk«x)i»8  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Nfiir  PfiMtiU-oht ^  Fltt.,,  St'ptentht-r  16^  ISfjl. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  rej>ort,  for  the  hifonnation  of  the  Depart- 
ment, that  a  rowhoat,  with  t*  enlisted  men  of  marines,  .sent  on  patrol 
duty  on  the  night  of  the  yth  in.stant  in  the  harhor,  failed  to  return. 
The  erew  hiis  no  doul)t  deserted  to  the  enemy.  It  was  a  gross  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  oHieer  in  ehaige  i»f  this  service  in  not  sending  an 
offit-er  ui  command  on  sueh  a  duty. 

Oji  the  night  of  the  ll^th  ahoat  expedition  of  three  ship's  launches, 
heavily  arnu'd.  niudc  an  attack  on  a  point  at  the  navy  yard  where  the 
boats  of  our  liarhoi'  poHi-e  wero  moored,  and  succeeaea  in  setting  tire 
to  and  de,stro3*ing  a  small  armed  vessel  in  our  semce.  Our  guards 
were  not  surj>rised,  Imt.  hy  some  strange  neglect,  which  is  now  under 
investigation,  pfniuittt-'d  thr  success  of  this  daring  i'xploit,  led,  no 
douht,  ny  our  deserters.  1  hope  to  tix  the  rcsponsihility  and  make  aa 
example  of  the  guilty  parties. 

1  am.  sir.  verj'  respeetfullv.  your  obedient  servant. 

Braxton  Braoo, 
Brif/ttdrW-  Oejwral,  Commanding, 
Adjutant-Cikneral  C.  S.  Army, 

Ri-chmmd,   Va, 


: 


Eeptrrt  of  Captain  Ihpe,   U.  S,  Nm^y.  commanding  U.  JS,  S.  Rich- 
vumd^  regarding  the  eMimination  hy  that  vessd  of  Pass  h  V  Outre. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Pass  h  POutre^  Mississippi  Ri/ver.  September  15,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my 
command  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  lustaut,  and  in  ohedience  to  your 
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orders  received  from  llic  BrmiJclyrt  all  the  articles  de^sij^nated  in  your 
instructions,  togrther  with  25  rnen  wxvX  a  nii(l>ihipiimti  JK>long-ing  to 
the  yiMjttra,  and  Lieutenant  McFarland  of  the  Army  Engineer?:. 
The  BrtKtk'fi/n  and  Sf.  Louin  left  for  Philadelphia  the  next  day.  The 
Vinctiims  IS  at  anchor  off  the  North  East  rass,  takinj?  the  'position 
ocrupied  by  the  *S'/.  Lffuu. 

I  have  had  the  main  channel  i-ai*efully  t>ounded  by  Acting  Master 
WiUrox,  and  tind  the  jfreat*»st  depth  on  the  Iwir  to  I)e  Ift  feet.  I 
design  to  cross  with  this  ship  ana  the  VtncenntJ*  as  soon  as  the  ^iins 
and  inatcrials  necessary  f(»r  tije  conjjtniction  of  a  Imttery  aiTive,  at 
which  time  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  rise  on  the  bar  as  will  insure 
tlie  safe  crossing  of  ooth  shii)t«. 

I  regret  extremely  thnt  the  BrfwJchjn  had  no  rifled  howitzers,  ae 
this  ship  has  none  other  than  broadside  puns  (sixteen  IX-imh)  and 
boat  huwitzers.  Previous  to  the  sailing  of  this  ship  from  New  York 
I  called  the  attention  of  tiie  Department  to  the  iini>ortanceof  this  ship 
having  more  guns  and  two  rifled  howitzei*9  of  long  range.  Since 
leaving*  1  have  heard  that  two  rifled  guns  had  lieen  received  at  the  New 
Vork  yard  for  this  sliip,  consequentR'  I  wrote  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary from  Key  Wpst  recjuesting  that  the  guuH  might  be  sent  out  by  the 
first  vessel  hound  to  this  station. 

With  this  1  send  copy  of  a  report  from  the  surgeon  of  this  ship, 
recommending  the  thei-ein  namea  persons  Ite  transferred  to  a  honic- 
ward-bonnd  ve-ssel,  as  they  were  broken  down,  inethcient.  and  sui»or- 
nnnioruries  on  board.  I  judged  it  would  moot  your  approbation^ 
and  had  them  transferred  to  the  Brooklyn. 

I  am  jjleased  to  .say  no  other  cahc  of  the  fever  has  occurred  than  the 
one  reported  to  you  on  the  daj^  of  my  sailing. 

That  case  proved  fatal  on  the  same  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ffoiIN    POI'K, 

Flag-Otiiccr  Wm.  Mervtne, 

G^df  Bhtckaflintf  ^qufidrmu 


R0port  of  Captain  S^f^^id^t,  U,  S.  jVaiy,  rc<farding  thtt  movetrumU  of 
suspicious  vessels  off  JlohiU'^  Ala. 

U.  S.  S.  Mississirn, 
Of  Jfohih'  Bar,  SepUmber  lf>,  ISOl, 

Sik:  I  htLve  the  honor  to  state  that  after  six  ineffectual  attempts, 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  to  recover  the  bower  anchor 
of  this  vessel,  by  sweeping  in  the  range  and  over  the  place  it  was  lost, 
I  have  given  it  up.  conrident,  from  the  nature  of  the  liottom  where  it 
was  let  go.  that  it  is  embedded  ui  the  mud. 

There  arc  two  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel  thnt  the  surgeon  rocwn- 
niends  to  lie  sent  home  as  invalids.  Will  you  be  pleast^d  to  autborbse 
their  going  home,  or  being  sent  to  the  Colorado  for  suney  ? 

Ijist,  week  two  steamerw  wen^  seen  standing  well  out  to  seaward 
from  the  pass  at  the  west  end  of  T>auphin  Island,  12  or  15  miles  dis* 
tant  Supposing  their  object  was  to  intcr<'cpt  some  passing  vessel,  or 
to  communicate  with  the  one  in  sight,  hull  down  in  the  oiling  to  the 
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southward,  I  got  underway  mid  stood  for  tliein.  So  soon  as  they  i>er- 
c<'ived  my  movpnionts  thoy  tnrn**d  luid  went  Imck  nipidly  into  the 
sound. 

Suspecting  the  vessel  in  sight  might  wish  to  hold  intercourse  with 
the  steamers,  as  she  was  heading  apparently  in  the  direction  where 
they  were  tirst  neen.  I  ran  out  to  ner.     She  prove*!  to  We  the  Vtuoenri^. 

On  the  following  morning,  l>oing  well  in,  and  far  enough  to  the 
westward  to  open  partially  the  pa^s  between  i*etit  lk>is  and  Dauphin 
islands,  a  steamer  wuh  seem  with  a  vessel  in  tow,  to  ai»iK'aranoe  a  brig 
with  two  small  sehooners  in  company,  standing  to  the  northward  in 
Misnisdippi  Sound. 

The  enemy  are  sti*engtheniug  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  by  water 
batteries  bearing  on  the  entmuce  to  Ibe  hay. 

1  received  from  the  i7(>nnert t'^nt  otM'i  month's  provisions,  which  gives 
us  u  supply  for  a  little  more  tlian  two  months.  Wc  have  an  abundance 
of  water,  but  oidv  tliree  weokM'  woo<i.  IJy  the  use  of  a  largo  blower 
we  have  been  enalded  to  burn  coal  in  the  range,  which  has  l>eenagreat 
saving  of  wood. 

The  lK>iIers  of  thU  vessel  require  to  be  thoroughly  clo4ined,  but  this 
can  not  be  done  no  long  as  the  tires  are  kept  up,  which  is  necessary 
here.  The  tires  under  oue  boiler  have  never  been  extinguished  since 
we  left  Key  West 

I  am  de.sirous  of  the  opportunity  of  putting  on  the  copjjer  sent  out 
to  Key  West  for  this  vessel  by  the  Bureau  of  Conf^truction  so  SiX>n  as 
you  can  permit  me  to  ilo  so. 

Vessels  approaching  this  plaee  in  the  night  should  bo  cautious,  aH 
signals  of  decoy  are  miwle  from  Fort  Morgan  immediately  after  oura 
are  made.  The  Coniucticut  \vas  well  inshore,  steering  in  the  diret?tion 
of  the  bar,  when  we  first  saw  her  in  the  evening.  After  our  signals 
were  made  she  continued  on,  and  did  not  stand  for  us  until  I  hiwl  tired 
two  blank  cartridges. 

Had  she  run  inside  of  us,  or  attempted  it.  1  should  have  put  a  shot 
through  her, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  nbe<lient  servant, 

Taos.  O,  Selkoidge, 

OapUtin, 

Klag-OHicer  Wm.  Mervine, 

CovunonduKj  Gulf  BhK'^hidhuj  Squadron. 


Eva/maii*m  Vy  Confed^ntte  fnrceH  of  Ship  Idand^  September  17^  1861. 
Beport  of  Qommander  Bmith,  U.  8.  Ka^y. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusktts, 
At  Ship  lahnd  Pattsmft^^  Scptefnher  20,  1S61. 

Str:  I  have  to  Infoi'm  you  that  at  7  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the 
\i\{\\  instant  tlie  rebels  on  SliiiJ  Island  lired  the  barraeks  and  some  of 
the  shanties  i-ecently  erect<*(l  there  for  the  accommodation  of  tlte 
troops,  destroyed  the  light-lnHise  hy  bnrningthe  interior  and  breakint/ 
the  plate  gliiss  of  the  lantern,  and   then  took  steam  for  the  mainliLnd! 

The  destruction  of  all  the  works  and  materials  landed  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  fort  was  evidently  contemplated,  but  the  hasty  dejjar- 
ture  of  the  force  waa  undoubtcdfy  accelerated  by  a  message  sent  frf 
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my  rifled  caniion  nnd  the  appoftranc©  of  the  IT.  S.  .sloops  Pfv^fr  and 
Marif'ji  underway  in  the  distance. 

The  additions  ojadc  to  the  fort  display  ^ood  eneineerinf?.  and  the 
work,  ran  be  rendered  homhproof  liy  a  difff^rent  disposition  of  soQie 
thousands  of  sand  1m»^  that  are  ready  tilled  npon  the  j^n>uiid.  At 
present  there  are  eight  casemates  ready  to  receive  another  hatten*. 

Thei*c  are  thirt<'en  shanties  uiid  ituildinji's  still  slundinjf,  a  Inrgti 
quantity  of  lunil)er,  some  iron,  and  3<t  head  of  cattle  on  the  island- 
The  otlicei>'  rowinjf  jriiard  and  the  lookout  from  aloft  reported  five 
steamers  in  sii*;ht  at  \<)  o'clock  on  the  nijyhtof  the  isth,  whioh  indu»*ed 
me  to  ^et  underway  with  tlu:  PrthU  and  ^f^lnou  and  stand  up  into 
Ship  Ismnd  I*assajje  for  the  lx>tter  prute(!tion  of  the  projx*rty  left  I>y 
the  rebels,  which  they  were  probsibiy  socking  an  opportunity  to 
destroy*. 

Thi'se  vessels  will  occupy  their  pi*esent  position  unless  T  am  other- 
wise instructe<l.  On  the  evening  of  the  tsth  instant  I  disi>at<hpil  two 
armed  launches,  with  crows  from  this  vessel  and  the  Pref>h\  under 
charge  of  Mr.  Stephen  A.  Ryder,  mast^^r's  mate,  to  destroy  the  sub- 
marine telegraph  iM'tweon  Shields boro  and  Pa-^s  Christian;  anil althou^^h 
the  expedition  was  not  completely  successful,  owing  to  a  sti'ambont 
coastguard  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  the  unusual  size  of  the  C4ible, 
and  the  limited  lime  allowed  for  operations  at  the  |)oint  referred  to,  I 
l>elieve  that  the  5it  feet  removed  will  wcasion  great  inoon\enience,  lus 
every  foot.  I  understand,  was  exhausted  in  making  repairs  at  that 
point  last  year. 

On  approaching  our  anchorage  an  accident  occurred,  which  I  regret 
to  state  resulted  in  the  lossof  Hoborl  natclu  Hcaniaii,  who  was  drowned 
by  the  swamping  of  the  yV(^/t'.«  launch.  The  launch  Inus.  however. 
been  recovered  williout  injury,  but  with  some  Uws  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  gun  cquipnients. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  frotn  the  lieutenant-colonel  i»  <*oumiand  at  Fort 
Twiggs,  addressed  to  me,  was  found  posted  on  the  fort  bulletin  and  is 
herewith  enclosed.  1  forward  also  a  section  of  telogniph  cable  for 
your  examination,  and  a  sample  for  Washington,  shoiud  you  consider 
it  necessary  to  forwani  it. 

Very  i*espectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

Mei^ncton  Smith, 


Fliig-Onicei-  WiM-TAM  W.  MoKban,  it.  S.  Navy, 

Omnimndiny  l\  iS'.  Blochiidihy  Squadron^  (ruiffi 


rf  Mexi<)*K 


Latter  from  LleDteauit-Colonel  Allen,  C.  S.  Anny.  oommuidiiig  Ship  Iilutd,  to  th>  con- 
raanding  offiiwr  of  th«  U.  %.  S.  BtaasAoliaiettf. 

FoHT  Tw^^fOS, 

Ship  Mand^  Septewher  /?,  JS6J, 
By  order  of  my  Government  I  have  this  day  evacuated  Ship  Island. 
This  my  lirnve  soldiers  under  uiy  command  clo  with  mncb  reluctance 
and  regret.     For  three  long  montha  your  good  ship  has  been  our  con- 
stant cotiipanion. 

\Vc  have  not  exactly  *Mived  and  loved  together."  but  we  have  l>eeu 
intimately  acquainted,  having  exchanged  cards  on  the  !»th  day  of  July 
ia8t. 
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In  leaving'  yon  tn-iluv  >vo  Ixijj  yon  to  jucopt  om*  hoM.  wishos  for 
your  health  iukI  hnppinos.s  whili>  dojoumiiig  on  this  pleasant,  bospitahle 
ahoro. 

That  we  may  have  another  exchange  of  coiirtesiejs  before  the  war 
closes,  an<l  that-  we  may  meet  faec  to  face  in  closer  (juarters,  is  the 
urrrcnt  prnvor  of  vcrv  truly,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

■         '    '  H.W.  Allen. 

The  ('(>MMANi>KR  OK  THK  M A8HAC H uaKTTS,  U.  S.  ship  of  war,  now 
lyin^  off  Ship  Island. 

D.  C.  Jknkins,  [.Ir.J, 
Lteuttiutut  and  Ptist-Adjutditt. 


[Tt'U'gramf.I 

Nkw  Okleans.  Sepiefiiher  17.  WU. 
Ship  Island  is  cvaeuated.     Two  heavy  fri*;at<'s,  two  steainerH,  a  brig, 
and  two  tenders  were  S  miles  olf  Ship  Inland  at  dark  vesteitlay.     Ah 
tfie   lust.  iHDat  depart«*d  the  stiMimers   were   Iwaring   cfown   upon    the 
island. 

D.  K.  TwiooH. 
Secektary  of  Wah. 


New  Orleaxs,  SepU^uhn'  IS,  1S61. 
The  enemy*tf  lleet  did  couslJerable  shelling  yostorday  at.  as  tijey  sup- 
posed^ a  muriked  battcrv  nn  Ship  Island. 

1).  E.  TwToos, 
Major-  General, 
Skobetart  oy  ^Vak. 


Ord(T  of  the  Stci't'tary  of  the  Sai*}/  to  FJofj-Officer  McKtan^   U,  S* 
^ari/,  retjardinif  extent  of  hU  coiuimntd. 

Navy  Depart.ment,  Stfpt^ntiber  18,  18G1. 
Sir:  Your  comniiUHl  will  t-otnrncMU'e  at  Cape  Florida  and  include  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  ishmd  of  Cuba. 

I  am,  reHpcetfuMy,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

(tidwjn  \Vklle8. 

Klag-OUicer  VVm.  W.  MoKean, 

ComvMnd-ing  Gulf  BhH'htdhttj  Sf^wjdron^  Key  Weat^  Fiu, 


Report  of  Fhff' Officer  Mt^rvine^  U.  S,  Navy^  rfgarding  the  motfem^ntu 

ofvfMtclH, 

No.  34.]  U.  S.  Fijvosiiip  Coi/jRAix), 

Of  Fi^t  PUkeoH,  &^Uvi,het'  7.9,  ISGJ. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  infonn  you  that  I  have  ordered  Lieutermnt 

A.  V.  Kei'd  from  the   Wofrr  Wifrh  to  this  ship  for  *luly.     The  <'ase  of 

Vellow  fever  on  the  U.  S.  8.  lifrht/tond  proved  fatal,  hul  no  neweu.s*\s 

nave  developed  themselves.     Commander  H.  Fn-nch,  of  the   iWMv^ 
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report*  hl«  vessel  as  beiofr  uiiaiea worthy.     I  hare  to  report  the  arriral 
at  thin  anchorage  of  the  coal  .ships  XightingaU  and  Pampero. 

The  ship^  Jfhti  C.  Kvhn  and  Guard  report  to  me,  the  first  from 
Key  We!«t  and  the  set-ond  from  Tortuj^as.  1  hare  ordered  the  latter 
vessel  to  report  to  Captain  McKean  at  the  South  West  F&as,  and  the 
former  to  the  .senior  naval  oflScer  present  at  this  anchorage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l»o.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mebvixe, 
Fhiq-fffi*>'r.  Oonmandin^  irulf  BhK'kading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklle-s. 


Tlt'ird  report   of  efmfcrcnc*     for  the   ctn\*ideratlon    of  measures  for 
tffeitaally  hbulrodtinj  th*  itMixf  horfhring  on  the  Gulf  of  Meacico. 

Washington,  September  19^  1861. 

Sib:  On  page  25  of  our  fifth  memoir,*  we  had  the  honor  to  say  that 
we  should  furnish  some  additional  memoranda  concerning — 

(1)  Ship  Island;  {:>)  The  Fork  of  the  Mississippi;  and  (3)  Fort 
Livingston,  Banitaria  Bav. 

This  infonnation,  whi<'^  is  chiefly  of  a  railitarj-  character,  is  here- 
with submitted: 

1.  Ship  Island:  The  work  on  Ship  Islaud  is  circular  (diameter  about 
200  feet)  and  is  intended  to  have  one  tier  of  18  or  '20  guns  in  casemate 
and  another  in  barl>ette.  It  was  to  be  surrounded  by  a  wet  ditch.  In 
the  actual  condition  in  which  it  was  left  the  walls  were  liaised  some- 
what about  the  level  of  the  parade.  The  wet  ditch  was  not  formed 
(except  so  far  us  the  necc.s.sary  excavation  to  get  in  the  foundations  of 
the  scarp  wall  may  have  made  one).  No  arches  nor  cover  of  any  kind 
existed,  nor  were  the  embrasures  in  the  scarp  wall  completed. 

Since  the  place  has  been  held  by  the  secessionists,  it  is  likely  they 
have  tried  to  avail  themselves  of  the  existing  work,  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  utmost  they  have  done  is  to  throw  up  sand  parapets  inside 
of  the  unfinished  .scarp,  in  which  case  the  work  would  be  no  stronger 
than  an  unflanked  tieldwork  of  strong  protilc.  As  vessels  drawing  18 
feet  ma}'  nearly  surround  the  work,  choosing  their  own  distance,  it  is 
not  likely  it  can  resist  a  naval  lK)ml>ardnient.  A  naval  expedition 
must  be  accompanied  by  u  small  body  of  troops  prepared  to  land  to 
assist  (if  necessarv)  in  the  capture,  and  to  hold  it  when  taken. 

2.  Fork  of  the  Mississim)i:  It  is  not  supposed  that  the  seizing  of  the 
He^d  of  the  Passes  woula  be  attended  with  any  difficulty,  or  even  be 
resisted.  Wc  have  no  information  of  any  defensive  works  l>elow  the 
strong  permanent  works,  Jackson  and  St.  Piiilip. 

But  it  is  likely  that  the  permanent  holding  of  this  important  point 
so  near  the  great  city  of  New  Orleans,  this  liermetically  closing  of  the 
great  outlet  of  the  Southwestern  States,  would  invite  the  most  deter- 
mined attacks. 

The  naval  force  permanentl}'  maintained  here  should  be  strong,  and 
doubtless  here,  if  anywhere,  is  the  place  for  ironclad  ships,  which, 
unless  a  permanent  obstruction  (in  our  opinion  inipmcttcable)  is  placed 
across  the  river,  could  run  the  gantlet  of  the  forts  al)ovo  and  attack 
New  Orleans.     To  give  mobility  to  the  squadron,  and  to  secure  a 

*Ree  AngiiPtO,  18rtl. 
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depot  of  poni  niid  otbi*r  sui»p!ipK,  ii  stronj;  fielJwork  for  '2,iK)0  men 
.should  }«>  constructed  on  thr  point  iM'twmi  tho  South  West  iiiul  S^mth 
Passes,  if  (ho  grtmml  will  iwM'mit.  us  it  pvolmhly  will.  Should  this  not 
be  the  t*iis<%  woll-urinrd  nulks,  Hnchored  near  the  shores,  must  !>e 
resorted  t<),  T\n*y  uiij^ht  He  useful  even  if  n  iieldwork  sliould  be  ))uilt. 
They  would  aici  in  Oouiniandin^r  tiie  Passes,  and  furnish  (|uurtei*s  for 
troops  who  need  not,  in  jreneml,  he  kept  in  the  work.  Aioonjf  the 
uit'uns  of  tittuek,  lire  ships  and  explosive  vessels  will  lijjure  eou- 
.spiruously.  The  conferenee  should  .state  that  in  all  the  plans  of 
operations  and  esthnates  of  forces  neeessary,  it  has  had  in  view  to^ive 
the  Ciovernmeut  some  basis  by  which  to  judge  of  the  ma^^nitude  and 
reouirernentH  of  the  Ihiiiifs  it  has  to  undertake. 

It  would  be  a  ^rv\lt  ini'^bdie,  without  re^'ard  to  cireumstancea,  the 
time  of  the  expedition,  ami  stjite  of  the  country,  to  take  such  estimates 
and  plans  as  rij^id.  The  ollicer  who  litsout  and  commands  such  exi>e- 
dilions  nmst  have  the  most  ri'cent  information  of  the  state  of  the 
enemy;  he  must  study  each  locality  himself,  and  (when  fortific4itit»ns 
are  to  l>e  attacked)  Ivo  furnished  with  the  plans  of  the  Kngineer  Uureau 
and  nil  accessible  iuforn)ation  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  the 
works,  etc. 

3.  Fort  Liviuf^ston  and  Barataria  Bay:  Fort  Liviu^ton  is  a  wnmll, 
diamond-shaped  W)»rk.  Its  two  land  faces  are  covered  by  a  lounler- 
scarp  and  jrhuis,  and  the  faces  of  the  work  are  flanked  by  a  counter- 
scarp pilh'ry  and  easeinatt's.  There  are  ample  ciisematB  ac<-ommoda- 
tions  for  (he  jpirrison  within  the  work,  but  no  ji;un  casemates. 

When  the  work  was  suspciuled  (many  years  ago,  owing  to  settle- 
ment) its  breast-height  walls  and  parapets  were  ptrtiidly  fomied.  No 
gun  platforms  had  been  built,  i>ut  it  is  l)clieved  tne  stone  was  nrocurcd 
for  tliem  and  is  on  hand.  No  guns  were  on  hand.  It  is  liKely  that 
the  relK'lrt  have  nn)unt*'d  some  heavv  guns  on  the  ramparts  of  this 
work,  and  that  thev  have  armed  the  banking  casemates.  It  is  prol»a- 
ble  the  work  would  reijuire  a  short  siege. 

The  places,  though  so  near  New  Orleans,  are  in  communication  with 
it  onl>-  by  small  Iwrnts  and  very  light-draft  steamers. 

It  is  likely  that  a  retriment  would  be  sufficient  for  a  dUemUirkiug 
fone  and  for  the  hohling  of  the  place  in  conjunction  with  the  gun- 
lioat.s,  which  muNt  necessarily  be  kept  permanently  here.  A  large 
numlH'T  of  launches,  armed  with  boat  howitzers,  M'ould  be  necessary 
in  thei*e  waters.  The  character  of  the  naval  force  .sent  for  the  capture 
would  be  governed  by  the  fa4't  that  notfnng  drawing  more  than  8  feet 
can  cross  the  bar  or  ho  out.sidc  within  2i  or  3  miles  of  the  work. 
The  cooperating  squadron  must,  therefore,  consist  of  vessels  of  small 
draft,  and  timst,  in  getting  into  jx^sitions  to  cannomide  the  work, 
cmss  the  bar  and  be  subjected  in  approaching  to  a  Hiking  lire. 
Very  res]>cetfullv,  your  oiost  obedient  servants, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Captain,  U,  S.  Kairy,  Prt^ith'nt. 

A.  D.  Bache, 
Superint-end^t^  U-  S,  Qtmt  Sun'ei/,  Member, 

J.  G.  Barnard, 
MajoTy  U,  S.  EiUfiitecm,  Memhe^r, 

C.  a.  Day  IB, 
Commandify  U*  S,  JViivi/,  Member  and  Seemtary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ofth-e  jVnmf. 
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Order  of  Captain   Kaglc^  U,  *S'.  Navy  tAy  LU'tiimiant  Jlitchcll,  U._  S. 
JVttvy,  for  a  rrutjte  tij  th^  U,  S,  nr/uM) 


'htttmer  Sam,  Iftninhm  to  S*in  LitU 


Bar, 


U.  S.  Feioate  Santss. 
Of  OalrfJtUm  Bar^  Scpi'fiiihf'r  20^  l^GJ. 

Sin:  You  will  get  iinderwuv  in  thf  t^chooner  Sam.  IIouMtm  tit  about 
9  p.  in.  this  tliiy  and  prorwd  (li»wn  tlio  r4>H.st  to  Shh  Luis  liar,  and  thprc 
anrbor  in  Ti,  (J,  or  7  fathoias  water,  and  beyond  the  rottoli  of  the  gxms 
of  tbt;  fort. 

You  will  capturo  any  vessel  Iwund  in  or  out,  or  approaching^  the 
shoni,  having  any  rrh«»I  property  on  hoard.  In  the  evrnt  of  Inmrd- 
ing  any  ves-sel  sailing  under  a  foi-eign  Hag  having  rebel  property  on 
IttMird,  sfizc  her.  ana  convoy  hei*  up  htM*<'  for  niy  de<rision.  Should 
she  not  have  any  rebel  prmxMty  on  board,  you  will  wani  her  off.  and 
endorso  her  ptpers  as  an  officer  of  the  l>loekailing  squadmn.  You  will 
return  to  this  anchorage  some  time  during  the  i5th  instant.  On  no 
account  will  you  attempt  to  land.  Should  3'ou  return  in  the  nighty  you 
will  hoist  a  light  and  anchor  ne«r  the  ship.  When  anchored  you  will 
o.xtinguiKh  the  light. 

Respectfully,  etc..  Hekey  Eaous, 

Cnpinin. 

Lieutenant  J.  G.  Mitciikll,  U.  S.  Nav}-. 

[Onlcr  of  25th  instant  to  pi*oceed  to  San  Luis  Pass,  Brazos  and 
San  Bernai'd  rivers,  and  return  to  Ualveiitou  by  Octol>or  5.] 


Report  of  Captain  P"pe^  U.  S.  Navif^i'ommandliuj  U.  -S.  N.  Rk'hmatid^ 
tmngnnUf'ng  rt^torts  regarding  a  ret}otim>/ssanf'<'  irith  a  trUto  to  th» 
e8tMuhment  oj  lattery  at  the  llmdoftke  Passes^  MiM^ifftfppi  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
l\tS8  a  rOutrtf,  MisitisHippi  River ^  S^ptnuht^-  i??,  ISGJ, 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  tmnsmit  reports  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding   Winslow  and   LicuU'nant   Walter    McFarland.     I   am 
pkMwed  to  stale  the  rccoi*nois.sjince  made  up  tlie  river  by  the  Traf^T 
Witch  proved  .sueeeasful  and  creiiitable  to  all  in  the  expedition. 

This  ship  is.  and  has  been,  delayed  from  entering  the  mouth  of  this 
river  for  want  of  a  rise  of  water  on  the  bar  to  enable  her  to  get  over. 
I  hud  expected  that  full  tides  at  this  time  would  be  high  enough  for 
thi>"  ship  and  the  Vi nreu m'n  lo  cross,  but  fears  arc  now  entertained 
that  the  strong  northwest  winds  of  Inst  night  have  blown  the  water 
out  of  the  river,  so  as  to  make  it  doubtful  even  if  this  ship  can  cr 
before  there  is  a  heavy  freshet.  I  tliereforo  respectfully  make  th« 
following    suggestion:    Let    the  Water  Witch    occupy   the    Niagara*H 


station  until  that  sliio  unive  off  this  IVss  to  tiike  the  place  occupied 
by  the  Richmond^  wueii  I  will  at  once  stiirt,  taking  the  VihCfftuc^  in 
tow,  and  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  the  .S>uth  \\  est  Pass,  and  over 
the  bar  with  all  the  force,  including  the  Wafer  Witch,  up  to  the  Head 
of  the  l*a.sHes,  and  conunence  operations  at  once.  1  make  the  sugges- 
tion, a**  I  am  informed  by  Midshipman  Ilol>eson  that  there  is  from  17 
to  18  feet  of  water. 

Verj-  truly,  your  obedient  Kcrvant, 

Jno.  PorK. 

Captain. 
FIng-Officer  W,  W.  McKean, 

Camfnanding  Gidf  Bh^kade. 


[EncloBUrca.] 

U.  S.  S.  VVatetl  "Witch, 

Off  PaHHhrthUrc^  September  SO^  1861. 

Sir:  After  recpiving  on  iKmrd  an  mlditiorml  howitzer,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  8eiimcn  luid  timrint's  from  th*'  Ktchm'md^  under  your  coin- 
uiund,  the  Water  HV/<*A  weighed  um-hor  at  10:30  a.  ni.  yesterday  and 
Ktt'uiiu'd  over  the  Imr,  and.aj^jreeably  with  your  inati-uctions,  proceeded 
up  the  Pass  ii  l*Outre  with  the  view  to  enable  Lieuti^iant  MeFarland 
(['.  iS.  Engineer  Corps)  to  umko  a  pi*eliminary  rcconuoisttauce  for  the 
location  of  a  battery  at  the  Head  of  the  l*a8«eH. 

On  upprcMiehinjj  the  Head  of  the  Passes  (thoujrh  still  from  3  to  4 
miles  distant)  an  armed  sehooncr  was  observed  at  urichor  ul>ovc  the 
t»'k'gniph  Htation.  and  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  (supposed  to  lie  the  Inj) 
rapidly  ascending  the  South  West  Pass.  Her  superior  speed  enabled 
her  to  rcax'h  the  Head  of  the  PiL^ses  before  us,  and  aEthuugh  our  riHed 
howitzer  was  o|>encd  on  her,  with  the  hope  that  an  a^-eidental  yhot 
might  eripplft  her  engine,  the  dist^mce  wa.s  too  great  for  etTective 
results,  and  she  succei^ed  in  taking  the  sehooner  in  tow  and  steaming 
up  the  river,  followed  some  'i  or  3  miles  hy  the  Water  Wifch^  when  it 
became  apparent  that  her  powerful  engine  enabled  her  to  keep  just 
beyond  tbt^  mnge  of  our  gun^  and  t'urthLU-  pursuit  was  abandoned. 
Twcnty-lhroe  jjrojectiles  were  thrown  from  (he  riHed  howitzer,  some 
of  them  falling  quite  close  to  the  steamer  and  sevend  shot  and  shell 
were  returned  from  a  gun  at  the  stern  of  the  steamer,  all  of  which 
fell  short.  R4»turning  toward  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  liieutenant 
MrFniland  now  prtM-eeded  in  liic/u/iontr.-^  cuttei-  to  make  a  critic^il 
examination  of  both  banks  of  the  river;  the  result  he  ha^  (it  ia  pre- 
sumed) fonunuiiLcated  to  you  in  person. 

The  telegraph  .station  on  the  light  bank  of  the  river  was  vinitcd  and 
the  apparatus  detached  and  brought  on  boitnl.  The  wire  cable  which 
crosses  the  river  at  this  point  was  also  cut  and  cast  adrift,  and  rom- 
munieation  by  telegniph  with  New  Orleans  thus  imlehnitely  suspen<hML 

No  indications  or  a  nattery  or  of  any  preparations  to  construct  one 
were  observed  on  either  bank  of  the  river,  and  no  obstructions  of  any 
kind  were  eniouiitered  in  the  river. 

The  objects  <vf  the  expwlition  having  thus  been  successfully  accom- 
pltshod.  ut  4  p.  m.  the  Wttter  Wt'te/i  left  the  Hea<l  of  the  Passes  and 
Hteameii  tlown  the  Pas.s  fl  rOutre,  followed  (at  a  very  respectful  dis- 
tance) by  the  /ri/;  at  t»  j).  m.  recrossed  the  bar  and  came  to  near  the 
liivhtiuynd  fLgain.  In  conclusion,  I  am  de,sirouN  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  the  valuable  services  of  Acting  Master  Wilcox,  of 
your  ship,  whose,  experience  of  the  river  and  skillful  pilotage  during 
the  day  relieved  my  mind  of  all  anxiely  in  that  department. 
With  much  rej4pect,  1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  tiervant, 

F.   WlNSIXJW, 

Li^utifmtnt^  Cifmmandmg. 
Captain  Jonv  Pope, 

Cfmiwandituf  IL  S.  S>  Richmond. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Of  PaAshrOutn;  La,,  Srpteinltrr  SS,  ISGl. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  have  examined  the  ground  at 

the  I  lead  of  the  Passes  on  the  Mississippi  and  recvwmcnd  that  the  pro- 
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posed  battory  bo  thrown  \i\i  on  tho  eastorly  bunk,  iit  the  ytoini  marked 
"A"  in  the  subjoined  sketch,  tho  chief  ntivuntage  of  this  ]X).sition 
boinjj  that  its  g^uns  will  attain  an  enemy  dcsrending  tho  river  half  a 
mile  beyond  the  point  at  which  he  would  l)e  attained  l>y  the  j^uns  of 
the  ve.spiels  lyin^j  at  antlior  in  thr  slju-k  water  at  **K".  while  at  the 
same  time  the  Imttory  would  bo  in  range  of  and  perfectly  proteotod  by 
them. 

If  a  second  battery*  i.s  to  l>e  constructed  tho  point  "C"  offers  it**elf 
Iks  an  excellent  position,  uh  its  j^uns  woidd  sene  a.s  an  additional  sup- 
pt»rt  to  the  battery  at  "A'',  thus  allow^ing  to  tho  vessels  more  liberty 
of  movement. 

The  ground  at  both  points  will  readily  admit  of  the  construction  of 
batteries. 

Ver^*  roj^pocifully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  McFariakd, 
J^irsf  Limh'nant  of  Enyinevi'tt,  ('.  S\  Army. 
Flag-Officer  \Vm.  W.  McKean, 

(hriintandiny  (rnlf  Sf/ftadnm. 


Rf.pcrrt   of   Fhuj- O^or    AfrK^tn^    {'.    .S'.    JVari/,    iwhuoirhflrfhti/    tin' 

JJe^tartmenf^ti  in*siy7imcHt  to  the  fH>mm<ind  of  the  Gulf  Bhukading 

Stptadron. 

U.  S.  Stkam-Fwgate  Niaoaba, 
Of  Snuth  Went  Pom  of  Mt'uHJmtsipjniRht'i']^  Sept4^rdt*'}' 2'2,  1S6L 

Sik:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tho  receipt  of  your  orders  of 
tho  *Jlfi  instant,  appointing  nic  to  tho  command  of  thofOulf  blockading 
S|uadron,  and  also  of  your  communication  of  the  same  date  so  highly, 
yt^t,  as  I  feel,  so  undesev\cdly  eomnlinicntary  to  mo. 

I  have  the  satisfa<'tion,  it  is  true,  of  knowing  that  it  has  boon  m  v  desire 
and  purpose  to  perform  my  duty  to  tho  Govornn»ent  with  tidelity  and 
energy;  still,  1  am  conscious  that  mv  aT>i!itv  to  sen'e  is  by  no  means 
eommensurate  with  uiy  will;  and  wnile  duly  appreciating  the  iionor 
conferrnd  on  me  by  llie  Dcpaiinicnt  in  a  command  of  so  nmeh  trust 
and  im]>ortanco,  1  can  only  reiterate  tho  assurance  of  my  letter  of 
April  :^5,  when  tirsi  apprised  on  ray  arrival  at  Jiowton  of  the  exigency 
in  which  the  (Jovernmont  is  placed,  that  all  the  powers  of  mind  and 
[►ody  granted  mo  will  be  given  cheerfully  to  the  jirompt  discharge  of 
any  duty  assigned  mo  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  and  tho  defentio 
of  our  riag. 

To  carrv  out  tho  wishes  of  tho  Department  in  regard  to  tho  blockadi* 
of  the  entire  coast  of  the  Gulf,  and  to  make  it  thoroughly  otfertivo,  will 
be  a  difiicult  task,  ono  impossible  with  the  naval  force  at  present  here. 
A  very  considerablo  additional  number  of  vessels  of  liglit  draft  and 
well  anm*d  is  indispensable.  Withontsuch  auxiliaries  to  tho  M|uadron, 
it  will  be  imi>ossiblo  to  prevent  tho  running  of  tho  blo4*kadoby  fishing 
smacks  and  other  small  craft,  by  which  large  supplies  of  provisions 
and  munitions  of  war  may  roach  the  enemy;  and  I  have  earnestly  to 
request  that  tho  squadron  may  Ikj  reinforced  by  vessels  of  the  class 
named  at  tho  earliest  |MM'i<:xl  |>nu-ticahle. 

Flag-OfJirer  Mervine  arrived  at  this  Pass  this  morning.  As  he  ifl 
anxious  to  leavo  immediately  in  tho  lthf»h'  hhmd^  I  have  a>*sumod  tho 
command  without  such  examination  of  the  documents  transferred  to 
me  liy  him  as  to  onalilo  mo  to  vrrit^  more  full}'  by  this  mail. 
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My  first  i»ir|Kisf  is  Ui  bike  poasessiori.  hy  the  sloopjt  liichftiotHl  and 
Vtfif^tinTKM^  of  tho  Head  of  the  l*as.sos,  and  to  erect  a  Iwttory  tlioi*e. 
Till  this  is  dfnie  I  can  not  leave  uiy  present  stutiou,  but  lus  soon  as  it  ia 
acconiplishod  will  proceed  to  IVnsatola. 

1  have  not  yet  decided  whether  1  nhall  remain  in  thir?  ship  or  trans- 
fer my  fla^  to  the  Cohtnulo^  and  would  beg  to  be  informed  if  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  Deimrtment  to  order  acai)tain  to  the  Xiaffarn, 

I  learn  from  Flag-Offitrer  Mervine  that  the  presence  of  a  vcjwel  of 
force  off  Fort  Pickens  is  considered  essential  by  Colonel  Brown,  and 
I  will  station  there  the  first  s:iiling  frij^t43  that  nmy  arrive. 
I  am.  sir,  verv  respecifuUv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  AV.  McKkax, 
Fl^tfj-OJitfi'^  (htMnttndirtt/  (rnif  BUK'kadlmj  Sijuadt'oii, 
Hun.  (iii»KtiN  Wki.i.i-x, 

Stxsrdiiry  n/'  the  jVaty,  Wa^h!i>fjftnK  D.  C. 


Hepvrt  f^f  Captain  Memne^  U.  S.  Navtjj  regarding  the  tranjffer  of  the 
Gxdf  BlockiuUng  St/<Mdrtm  to  th*; cffmrnand of  J*t^g- OJi<^t-f' McKean^ 
U.  S.  xVfl^'y,  September  22,  1S6J. 

No.  25.]  U.  S.  S.  Rhodk  l8i^Ni>, 

JiTew  Vorkj  Septcmhtr  39,  iH6i, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of  vour  order  of 
the  <ith  instant,  directing  me  to  tmnsfer  the  command  of  the  Gulf 
Blockading  Stjuadron  to  FSng-OlEcer  William  AV.  McKeaii. 

Prepanitorv  to  tliis  step,  I  immediately  dispatched  the  RHodr  hUtnd 
to  tlie  South  AVest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River,  where  Captain  MeKean 
was  then  stationed,  with  his  orders  from  the  Department  and  a  notice 
fi*om  me  that  I  was  ready  to  make  the  transfer  either  at  Fort  Pickens 
or  at  his  station,  whichever  he  might  prefer.  He  replied  that  he 
deemed  it  imprudent  for  him  to  leave  his  ship  without  a  captjiin.  and 
therefore  requested  that  1  would  come  to  him  and  make  the  transfer 
at  bia  station.  Accordingly*  on  the  eveuincf  of  the  21»t  instant.  1 
shifted  my  Hag  from  tlie  ('nhn-odtt  to  the  Rftodc  Islmtd  a,nd  immedi- 
ately got  underway,  arriving  at  the  South  West  Pass  the  next  morning. 
After  transferring  all  the  necessary  papers  and  oi-dcrs,  and  a  mcmo- 
i-andum  of  unfinished  business,  I  struck  my  flag  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  22d  instant. 

Having  learned  that  neither  the  Richmond x\ov  VincenfUJf  h:id  crossed 
the  l>ar  at  Pat^s  li  TOutre  to  erect  a  battery,  as  1  had  ordered.  1  ten- 
dered the  ticnnces  of  the  Rhod<^  hUmd  to  Flag-Ofiicer  McKean  to 
tovr  the  Vim^vniH.-^  over  the  bar,  which  offer  he  thaidifull}' accepted. 
I  thi'H  proceedetl  to  thjit  Pass  and  had  an  intoi*view  with  CapL-iin  lope, 
of  the  lik'hmojui^  on  the  subject,  who  infonned  nu'  that  both  his  own 
vessel  and  the  Viiu\miu-i  drew  too  much  water  to  pass  over  the  bar, 
and  that  he  had  distiatched  the  Water  Witch  to  the  fiag-olhcer  with  a 
proposition  to  exchange  stations,  that  be  might  ptL*»s  over  the  ))ar  at 
the  South  West  Pass,  when^  there  was  sutiieieut  water.  Immediately 
after  this  inter\new  1  departed  for  New  York,  and  arrived  at  the  navy 
yard  this  day,  after  a  i7ius.sage  of  six  days. 

I  have  to  state  foi'  the  inforniBtion  of  the  Department  that  for  two 
days  prior  to  my  departure  from  the  anchorage  off  For*.  Pickens,  a 
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larjfc  ncceysion  of  troops  >v«s  niado  tci  thi.;  idu'l  fuivi-s  on  the  tipfHwiU* 
shore,  doubtless  in  eoiiscqueueo  of  the  attack  on  the  nnvv  yard  on  the 
11th  instant. 

I  would  n\ho  state  that  the.  niirht  previous  to  iiiy  luivini;  that  anrhof- 
aj^e  u  slavL'  cM-upeH  to  Fort  l*lckpn^  from  tho  rpbcKs,  who  stiitrd  that 
20<)  of  their  troops  had  destrted  and  ^'■ono  honu*;  that  So  uK-n  wore 
killed  in  the  altark  on  ihr  navy  yard,  before  nd'erred  tti,  ])rinri])]iliy 
marines,  under  thei  eouiniand  of  U.  li.  TvK^r,  late  adjutjuit  of  our 
Marine  (Jorjw. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  Conuimnder  Aldcn,  i*elative  to  the 
prize  SoUdad  (Vw,  and  piii>i'rs  rehitinjLf  to  the  British  shin  P</rrt/iMrt., 
whii-h  t^nd  to  show  that  that  vessid  was  unjustly  detaine<l. 

1  am  hupoy  to  say  that  no  new  ease--  of  yellow  fever  have  occurred 
on  buard  tnc  U.  S.  S.  litchiHond^  and  that  the  wounded  men  on  the 
(hhfnidi*  wfire  iinproN  ing  and  in  a  fair  way  to  retioverwheu  I  left  that 
ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respet-lfully,  your  oljedicnt  servant, 

Wm.  Mkkvine, 
Captii'm^  U.  S*  Navjf* 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Seci'etary  of  the  Navy^  Waskmgton^  D.  C\ 


Report  of  (kiptaln  PuWiii„    ('.  S.  Savt/^  ctimwandifnj   U,   S.  frigni^ 
Potoiixac,  ofai^ival  at-  Key  We^t^  F(u. 

U*  S.  Frigatk  Potomac, 

Key  ^VeM,  SepteiidM^'  23,  1S6L 
Sir:  1.  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  tliis  ship  under  mv  t-oiuiuand 
this  day,  after  running  down  the  coast  line  from  Cape   Hattera-s,  in 
obcd-ieuct)  to  your  instructions  of  the  24th  of  August  last. 

2.  1  eonjnuinieab'd  with  iXwYnnd'din  and  the  WuhaHh  oli"  C'haideston 
on  my  route,  and  sight4'd  the  coast  of  Florida  at  Jupit*?r  Inlet,  tho 
Jipbt  of  which  has  been  extinjjuished, 

Theeonunandcrof  the  blockading  stjuadron  is  said  to  bo  near  Pent^a- 
cola,  and  I  shall  join  him  speedily. 

3.  A  case  of  varioloid,  m  the  case  of  Robert  Haynmm,  onlinary 
seaman,  sent  to  the  hospital  with  measles  shortly  after  his  transfer 
from  the  Nttrth  (>//v>//////,  and  received  as  a  convalescent  ju>t  be foitj 
we  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook  on  the  7th.  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  lirinj;  to 
the  notice  of  the  Departiuont,  and  bejj  to  refer  von  to  the  re|x>rt  of 
the  surfjeon,  Dr.  Miller,  for  the  particulars.  llmvc  reason  to  think 
that  it  is  not  tho  first  ease  of  infection  eommuDicatcd  to  our  ships  from 
the  naval  hospital  at  New  York,  and  I  am  sure  so  {fmve  a  matter  will 
not  fail  to  encrap-e  tho  attention  of  the  Department,  to  prevent  its 
recurrence,  fortunately  I  have  procured  the  receptinn  of  the  patient 
at  the  marine  hospital  here:  but  the  reluctance  shown  in  the  reception 
of  siteh  a  case  seems  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  arrangements  riere, 
on  a  larjje  MTale,  of  a  hospital  establishment  to  meet  the  wanlj*  of  the 
force,  which,  before  long,  nuist  of  necessity  re(]uire  snch  a  depot. 

H.  B.  M.  screw  ship  ChalU^iger^  Commodore  Duulop,  is  at  anchor 
in  this  port,  and  the  tjcrew  steamship  Mersey  is  daily  ex)>ected,  to  which 
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ship  (^oinmofloro  Dunlop  intciKi.-^  Uf  niiiuvi'.  TIu'  Kiij;Ii.-»h  ?*bipr*  are 
unduiibtcdlv  hisiK^ctint;:  tbc  Itluckialo,  >vi(Ij  ubuL  umlivc  iin»l  fcflitig  I 
run  not  undcrtftko  to  sny.  The  varioloid  case  has  thus  far  prevented 
tntiTcourse. 

I  uni  hiippv  to  sliutt;  that  thu  officers  ami  rrew  are  iit  j^ood  lii'tilth, 
tlioiiiifli  He  Imvr  run  Ihj'ouj^di  sifvonil  npidi'iiiic  disc^iinoN  tmnsfevml  lo 
us  wiih  th(*  crew  from  the  receiving  ship,  and,  as  ahovo  stated,  the  inivul 
lioypital  in  Hroolilvn.  Our  crew  was  transferred  on  the  iioth,  and  th» 
tirst  ciii*o  of  uica.slcs  was  rei>orted  on  tlie,  dJ^d,  and  up  to  tht;  tiOth, 
inclusive,  scvenil  were  sent  to  the  naval  hospital.  Kpiiiemie  eatanli. 
sev*'ral  cases  of  which  ran  into  pneumonia,  prevailed  at  the  time  of 
the  transfer,  and  we  are  ju.-t  j^fettuij^  rid  of  it  and  thin  varioloi<I  case, 
which.  1  liope,  the  precautiouH  taken  will  prevent  spreudiny  among  tbo 
crew  and  disaMinir  (he  ship. 

The  piust  is  without  remedy,  but  for  tho  efficiency  of  the  ships  Uere- 
aft*!r  I  wimld  re.-tj>ectfully  suj^eest  that  a  ukhUcuI  and  (jllicial  inspec- 
tion of  the  receivmj,' sliijis  and  liospitals  should  fie  instituted  to  check 
the  evil  at  it*i  origjin  and  at  once. 

I  hn\'e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  reapoetfuJIy, 

L.  M.  PowEix, 

C'ftj}tain, 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wellk8, 

SecreUiry  of  the  ^aty^  Wafthimjtrm^  D,  C 


Iie]>fn't  fyf  CtmnnantJer    Priee^    U.    S.   Xwvy^   i^mmmuUmj    U»    S.    S, 
InmtsvUh',  r^anilug  ike  enpturc  of  the  »vho(mtv  Cecilia, 

U.  S.  S.   HUNTSVILLE, 

Off  AU'hiifahya  Roy,  StfptctfifMfr  i2S,  1861. 

Sin:  1  have  the  lionor  to  inform  vou  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th  instant  (vesterday)  the  />///*/,  tender  to  this  shin,  captured 
the  schooner  Cccth'ti,  formerly  of  Galveston,  but  recontn^  from  tlie 
Sahinc  Hiver. 

She  was  in  haUast.  with  no  freight  hut  one  box,  containing  58  pairs 
of  shoes.  She  had  a  crew  of  4  persons  and  14  passengers,  men,  women, 
and  children,  bound  to  Berwick. 

I  had  the  baggage,  etc.,  of  the  ]>a.s^engers  closely  examini'd  for  let- 
tciy,  dispatches,  or  other  contraband  articles,  but  found  nothing  to 
detain,  and  have  this  morning  sent  them  and  two  of  the  crew  to  be 
put  on  sliore  at  a  runch  to  the  westward  of  Vermilion  liay. 

They  wished  to  lie  either  landed  at  Herwick  or  sent  l»ark  to  the 
.Siihinc,  whi<'h  I  declined  to  do. 

1  have  detained  llie  wiptain,  Underbill,  and  a  lad  on  board  here. 

Captain  rnderhill  claims  to  he  a  New  Yorker,  and  begged  not  to  bo 
landed  in  an  enemy's  country,  but  to  l>e  sent  to  New  York. 

The  boy  wished  t*>  I>e  shipped  on  lawrd  here,  which  I  have  concluded 
to  do,  thinking  they  would  probahly  make  a  soldier  of  him  at  Berwick, 

The  schooner  is  yniall  — IH  ton^  only — with  centerl>oard,  and  not 
fast,  as  she  took  till  4  o'clock  this  morning  to  beat  up  to  this  anchor- 
age, <ifT  E'oint  au  Fer  lighthouse,  whercsis  the  Dart  did  the  i^am6 
thing  by  8  oV-lock  last  evening. 

I  know  of  but  one  other  attempt  to  get  into  Berwick  since  I  have 
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l»ecn  here  thut  HUCfcedcd,  ulthougli   two  alU-nipts  haw  Imm'ii   iiiiult-  to 
|rut  out,  luit  WL'tV'  chasi-d  back. 

There  ai-e  two  .schooners  and  a  ^^loop,  I  aiu  informed,  in  lioi-wKk, 
trying  to  ^o  to  the  Sahini*,  onr  with  arni.s,  ett.,  for  Texas.     Thort*  is 
.  steamer  «t  thn  Sahine  that  has  advertised  for  pa^engera  to  this 
alaee. 

Sf-p/t'/uhtfr  Jiif^  iWV.— Th«  Ditrt^  after  an  uhwince  of  Hvf  Hays,  wliirh 
euuiied  rue  considerable  anxiety,  returnrd  this  iiiornin;;.  The  day  hLo 
left  to  lanil  her  prisoners  the  wind  was  fair,  but  dinti  away  hofon^ 
uight,  so  she  could  not  ruach  her  destination  until  the  next  day.  wIkmi 
a  norther  came  on  to  l>low  for  two  davs,  with  couHidemble  severity 
p4irt  of  the  time,  so  it  was  only  after  this  he  could  eflfect  a  lauding''. 

TIh'  orticor  of  the  Dttrt  in  commiind.  Mr.  Wheeler,  received  from 
the  j>ris(mors.  after  their  landinjf,  a  handsome  letter,  together  with 
fri'sii  pro\  isioiis  and  vej^ctable.**. 

1  havi5  Htted  out  tiio  tW//»/,  prize,  witl»  my  howitzer  iuid  nmull 
amis,  a-s  a  eruisitr  also,  althouj^h  she  is  very  slow. 

Hoth  the  Dart  and  herself  are  to  the  westward  of  Vormilion  Bay, 
whure  vessels  between  Berwick  and  Texas  now  attempt  tt>  pass. 

Orttihfir  /,  i*i'67.^Last  nij^ht  my  second  tender,  (he  Cecilia^  returned 
from  the  westward  of  Vermilion  IJay  with  a  schooner,  the  Iiuuchmij 
or  Uncfd  Bill^  formerly  of  (ialveston  and  just  out  from  Berwick. 
She  was  in  liallast,  with  a  crew  of  H  persons,  who  were  landed  near 
where  she  was  captured.     Slie  liad  a  mail  and  laU*  New  Orlmiis  papers. 

1  iiave  examined  the  letters,  and  liiid  uothin<f  very  important-  An 
odic-iiil  letter  stated  that  Ship  Island  had  been  almndoned.  and  the 
guns  and  men  withdrawn;  also  that  tlie  fort  was  destroyed,  which  you 
pnibafily  jirc  aware  of. 

This  morninjj  the  Durt  came  up  to  me  at  mv  present  anchorajfi^ 
alxait  10  miles  to  the  westward  from  mv  berth  off  Point  au  Fcr, 
whither  1  came  last  nij;rht  to  meet  the  Cecilia. 

The  Ihrf  euptured  last  evening,  with  her  boat,  a  schiK>iH.'r,  Zttf^ila^ 
of  '.M)  tons,  with  a  crew  of  4  persons  and  5  passenijers;  two  of  the  latter 
1  have  detjiined. 

The  schooner  has  a  freight  on  boai"d  of  some  value,  viz,  247  bale« 
of  toliacco;  8  boxes,  contents  not  known.  There  are  other  articles,  of 
which  there  is  no  account,  the  schooner  Ihmu^  still  at  Vermilion  Bay, 

I  have  directed  the  Durt  to  send  her  up  to  me  and  shall  pn>ceed  to 
take  her  merchandise  on  Ixmrd  the  steamer,  as  the  schrK>ner  is  t«o  small 
to  send  to  the  United  States,  besides  weakening  my  crew.  She  iu  also 
represented  as  heinjrold  and  leaky. 

1  am,  very  res|XH'tfidly.  your  olK*dient  servant, 

Cicero  Piik'k, 

i-ommftrui^fr. 

Flaff-Ofliwr  Wm.  Mekvikk, 

Cormmi/nii/n;  h'  uff  Jiforktuiin//  Sf/umhtm. 

P.  S. — A  Mr.  Pickles,  of  the  Zavaf/i  schooner,  paesenjjer,  claims  to 
be  a  British  .subject,  having  w  passport  from  11.  H.  M.  consul,  Mr, 
Mure,  r)f  New  Orleiius.  He  also  claims  to  be  the  owner  of  the  tobacco 
found  on  lK>ard,  viz,  247  bales. 

CP. 


Orthr  of  the  Seoytunj  nfilu    N'lrij  tit  FUnj-O^cer  McKean^  U.  S, 
jVavi/y  rtfjunilnf/  the  ert/iafffwuf  of  cttntfuhandtt  in  the  tutted  Jtervice. 

Navy  Department,  St^tembtrM^  186L 
Sir:  The  Departmrnit  fiiidi*  it  iics-eswirv  to  adopt  a  regulation  with 
rosprct  ti)  th(^  lary*'  utuI  increasinj,^  nunif»LM"  of  [M'rsoIl^f  of  f:oh)r.  coni- 
niiHilv  known  as  rontnilmndK,  now  suljsistrtl  at  thr  navy  y art!  and  on 
Ixiaid  of  shi]).-;  of  wai*.  Tlifv  can  noithiT  be  cxpoUod  fruni  tbo  son'icij 
to  wliirh  tlit'V  have  rcsortiHl  nor  ran  thry  b«  niaiiitainr(J  iun'inplo3*ed, 
and  it  jh  rmt  pn^xT  that  thov  kIioiiUI  bo  conipoUcd  to  iriidcr  nerL-ssarv 
ami  ie;;ular  sorvice  without  a  (stated  compensation.  You  arc  therefore 
aiUh<trized,  where  their  sen-ieen  ran  be  nmde  usefid,  toeidist  them  for 
the  na\nl  -ierviee  undrr  the  same  form  and  regulations  as  apply  to  other 
ciilistmenLs.  They  will  )x)  allowed,  however,  no  hijrher  nitinj^  than 
boyn.  at  a  compensation  of  $10  per  month  and  one  nition  per  day. 
I  am,  rcspretfidly.  your  obedient  st.'rvant, 

Gn>w»N  WjuxKH. 
Flttg--Offieer  William  \V.  McKean, 

Conammdimj  Ouif  Blockadintj  Sijtutdtxnt^  Key  HW/,  J*^la, 


RejHtrt  iff  Captain  Popc^fJ.  S,  yiivt/^vm/nHndlnff  U%  S.  S.  Richmond^ 
rtyardirii/  t/w  entrance  of  thut  ve«st-!  and  others  into  South  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Of  Sfmth  Wf-Ht  PiiHA^  Si'ptcinher  2fS,  m)J. 

Siu:  In  o]»edionec  to  your  Drder  of  the  24th  instant.  I  procteedcd  with 
this  .shi})  to  this  Pass  and  found  the  ViiictmHa  and  \Vni<.r  Witch  at 
ant'lior  olT  the  Iwir.  After  Lieutenant  May  had  examined  the  !moy.s 
and  .satistied  himself  tis  to  tlieir  correct  poMitionw,  1  attcmptetl  to  cross, 
Lieutenant  May  a<'ting  jus  pilot.  Whi-n  we  had  pot  williin  about  40 
yard^  of  the  Hrst  buoy  the  ship  ^^rouuded  in  H)  feet  forwai-d.  running 
on  a  bank  abtiut  11)0  feet.  1  rim  the  ^un.n  aft  and  imnu'diately  liad  the 
South  Varoh'iiff.  and  IH/Zr;*  ir/A7/,  the  foniicr  <'oitjin<j^  in  alKiul  this  time» 
to  our  a.ssist4tiu'e,  endeavorincf  to  tow  us  olT.  Tlie  ship  was  finally  f(ot 
atloat^  after  lieing  ashore  twelve  hours.  On  tlu'  mornin^i^  following  I 
eaused  a  eritii-al  examination  to  tw  made,  and  had  buoy's  placed  on  Hiu'h 
phiees  iL'i  would  nut  aiford  water  enough  for  Llie  .ship  to  j^iss  ftvcr. 
The  proximity  of  these  banks  is  sueh  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  render  the 
I«ussage  of  this  sliip,  o\v  ing  mostly  to  her  great  lengtli,  somewhat  haz- 
ardous at  this  time,  and  jmli^ing  tliat  you  would  feel  anxious  to  hwir 
from  me,  1  di.s})atched  the  \U(ffr  lf7^<7(  on  rrceiving  the  rejK)rt  of  the 
oflieer  employed  Hurveying  the  bar,  with  a  verbal  report  to  y<tu  of  the 
fact^  of  the  uatie,  and  at  the  same  time  tu  take  a  good  look  at  tho  iSouth 
Parts. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2tJth  the  M'atei'  Witrk  returned.  A  i«irty  from 
this  ship  wa.-i  employed  during  most  of  the  day  soimding  and  placing 
buoys,  assisted  by  the  Wxtrr  Witch ^  until  the  weatlier  became  boistor- 
ouH,  when  they  kno<ked  otf.  Durini;  the  night  a  strong  gale  from  the 
northward  set  in,  and  1  have  fears  that  the  buoys  will  be  swept  away 
and  thin  bar  shift,  when  I  will  have  to  go  over  all  the  work  again. 

September  29. — On  the  2Sth  1  *5ucceeaed  in  crassing  the  bar  at  2:30 
J),  m..  Acting  MiL-*ter  Wilcox  iwrting  its  pilot,  which  duty  1  am  pleased 
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to  »rtv  wa.s  performed  in  ii  most  sjitisfwtorv  iiuinncr.  On  i»a.-*siiig  ovor 
the  iiinor  !»ar,  \^'ith  10  feet  of  water  alonj^side.  the  ship  stniek  an  old 
wreck,  i^rindiii^  hiirU,  and,  I  fear,  tearing  off  mii<h  of  her  rop|x'r,  ua 
many  pieees  of  the  wreck  were  hrought  to  the  stirfae*?  hy  the  uelion  of 
the  proix^Uer. 

1  ran  up  opposite  to  Pilot  Town  and  anelioretl  and  ilinpatt-hed  a  buat 
to  tho  Wtttf-r  WitcA  Ui  jx>int  out  the  position  of  the  wreck,  with  orders 
to  use  all  dis]iatrh  in  jrettinj^^  the  \lnc<niu'»  up  to  tliis  aneliorajfe. 

The  jiilotrt  (if  this  nla<<'  state  that  four  vessels  were  stnik  on  thr  \k,\v 
about  fo{ir  uiontlis  since  by  the  rebels  for  the  purpose  of  blocking-  up 
the  cbamK'l.  The  Wafer  Wilch  came  up  this  evening  and  rop«>rt4'<r  tho 
wind  t<:>o  stronjf  t«  tow  tho  F/«fV7»i«i8,  nut  they  had  kedj^tnl  her  up  to 
the.  outer  bar. 

Scptt'ihher  30. — This  morning'  at  daybre-ak  I  sent  the  l(*//fr  HVCrA 
down  to  the  VlinytutvM,  with  Acting  Master  Wilcox  toniisist  in  piloting 
licr  up. 

lioarded  the  pilot  boat  7'W>//V  from  up  the  river,  with  i»rovi»ion>*  for 
thti  residents  oi  Pilot  Town,  and  tindinjf  a  rebel  Ihig  on  hoard.  I  «ip- 
tiired  her  and  ]>ut  -\  men  and  Aetinjj  Mawtcr'.s  Mat^j  Heituian  in  cbarfro. 
1  shall  keep  her  for  the  present  in  cttunMiny  with  tliis  shij)  as  a  lender. 
Aii  tho  crew  belonj,'  to  this  place  and  tlie  Ixiat  is  without  armn,  1  have 
permitted  them  to  laud,  'ine  master  of  the  boat  states  as  a  reason  for 
nis  havin^f  the  rebel  Ila^j  that  it  was  in  order  to  j^ot  up  to  Fort  Johnson 
to  procure  provisions,  as  without  it  he  would  have  been  captunnl. 

I  found  Mcvoral  New  Orleans  ]>a]>er?i  on  hoard,  up  to  the  2^th,  and 
several  private  letters,  which  1  have  retained  for  the  present. 
Re8pectfull3%  your  oliedient  servant, 

Jko.  Popk, 

CitpUnn, 

Flag-Orticer  Wm.  \V.  McKkan,  ^ 

Commandintj  Guiy  Bknlutdimj  fstpuuirftnyU.  S,  S.  J^iai/ara, 


JSeport  of  FUuj-  OjfUer  McKtan^  U.  S.  Naoy^  retjardhuj  getural  imUti?ra 
pcrtaininfj  to  hh  o(/mm<ind. 

No.  2.]  U.  S.  Fi^usiin*  Nugara, 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  22d  instant  to  luldress  a  hasty  coniuiu- 
nication  to  you,  acknowledjjinjp  the  receipt  of  your  orders  of  tho  Olh 
instant  appointing'  me  to  the  eonuimnd  of  the  Gulf  Hl<K'kading  St|Uiul- 
ron,  and  also  of  your  letter  of  the  same  date. 

liefore  enterinjj  on  a  rejjort  of  tho  movements  of  the  wjuadron  diir- 
injr  the  period  that  hay  inti'n'ened,  I  would  state  that  thoujjh  the  ciibin 
accommo<lation.s  of  tho  jyf<t(/ar<t  are  very  inferior  to  those  of  the  Cf*ff*- 
r<ufo^  I  have  determined,  should  the  docisioa  meet  the  approval  of  tho 
Department,  to  remain  in  this  ship. 

She  has  a  ;^ix>d  and  happy  crew,  very  much  attached  to  their  ot!i- 
cers,  and  one  from  whom  1  would  be  unwilliiitj  to  sepaniU'  myself, 
except  by  order. 

The  Department  will  readily  appreciate  my  io^Ww^  in  tho  ea*io  when 
reminded  that  many  of  tho  officers  and  a  very  larjje  majority  of  the 
crew  have  l>eeii  together  for  almost  oigbtet^n  mouths;  and  havin}^  l>een 
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tminod  under  tny  coiniuaiid,  it  i^  natui-al  that  I  should  te^A  great  eonfi- 
dencc  in  tlieni.  That  conlidenee,  1  have,  resison  to  helieve,  is  fnWy 
ivciprocatwl^  and  that  all  hands  are  impatient  fur  the  oi>ix>rtunity  of 
doing  honor  to  their  tship  and  the  Hi^dhe  beai's.  Under  HUib  circum- 
ataneea  I  think  thtit  any  avoidable  ehanj^o  is  not  a<lvi*<al>le  and  mi^ht, 
if  made,  itiijmir  for  a  tune  at  le4ist  the  effi(iien<'3''  of  the  nhip.  1  have 
therefore  !ii>poiiitcd  Lieutenant  Gucnt  a  lieutenant  eoinniandintj.  in  the 
hope  that  tfio  appointment  may  meet  your  approval,  and  have  respeet- 
fufly  to  request  that  a  eaptain  may  not  ho  ordered  to  hrr;  othersviso 
I  shall  >»c  tmder  the  necessity  of  transfcrnnj^  my  fla^j^  to  the  Cofoi^tulo^ 
t\\\-  urnui^-'enicnts  of  the  eahin  of  tlic  Ni<(fj<ii''i-  Iteinj;  un*;uitAhle  for 
the  iiwonunochition  of  both  t!a»;-officer  and  t^aptain.  Lieutenant (iue^t, 
should  you  eontirm  his  apjioiutment,  will  euiitinm?  to  reside  in  the 
wardi-oom. 

I  do  not  wish  the  Department  to  understand  that  in  plaein^  Lieu- 
tenant Guest  in  the  position  of  lieutenant  eomniandin]^  I  eonsider 
myself  at  all  released  from  responsifiility  as  rejfards  the  siifetv  and 
cfKeicnrv  of  the  ship,  hut  only  relieved  by  it  from  tlie  detail  of  ordi- 
Diii-j-  duty,  to  whieh  it  is  now  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  nocetwHiry 
attention. 

The.  exiyeni!y  of  the  serviee  is  sueh  that  I  have  found  it  nm'ossary 
to  give  aeting  ajmointments  as  niasters  to  the  tlin*e  mitJshipmen  on 
board  this  ship,  Mr.  Swann,  j^lr.  Uobeaon,  and  Mr.  Casey. 

Mr.  8wann  will  i)erfonu  the  duties  of  master,  whieh  will  enable 
Lieutenant  May  to  assume  the  duties  of  tiag-lieuteuant  and  signal 
otliccr. 

Mr.  liobetson  and  Mr.  Caacy  will  perform  duty  as  wateh  officers. 

1  have  been  obliged  to  order  Acting  Miwter  Delano,  from  this  ship, 
and  Aeting  Master  Allen,  who  wjis  sent  out  for  the  *SY.  TxyHwt,  to  the 
Hteamer  Stnttk  Oartdwa^  Commander  Alden  Iieing  short  of  ot|iccrs. 

As  this  ship  Is  now  with<nit  midshipmen  and  has  no  masters'  mates, 
I  beg  that  four  or  six  midshipmen  utiiy  be  oixleivd  to  her. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  23d  instant  (the  day  following  the  transfer  of 
the  thig  to  the  NUiqara)  I  rceeived  by  the  lH/^r  Witch  a  comuuiniLa- 
tion  from  Captain  I'ope,  of  the  Riclnfiond,  at  the  Pass  a  I'Outre.  stat- 
ing that  in  consequence  of  a  fall  in  the  water  his  ship  and  the  I7mrM«<j« 
could  not  cross  the  bar  as  had  been  directed. 

1  immediately  ordered  the  Vincfntus  aud  the  Water  Witch  to  the 
South  West  I'ass  (where  the  Nioffara  was  then  Iving).  where  they 
arrived  at  tJ  p.  m.  the  same  e\euing.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark  I  got 
underway  in  this  ship  and  proceeded  to  this  Piuss,  where  1  arrived  at 
1:30  a.  m.,  and  at  once  dispatched  the  /Richmond  to  join  tho  Mncennea 
and  Waiter  Wih-h  at  the  !x>uth  West  Pass,  with  instruction.s  to  cross 
tlie  bar  accomimnied  by  those  vessels  and  take  possession  as  soon  aa 
practicable  of  the  Head  of  the  Passes. 

On  the  2Sth  instaut  the  Water  Witch  brought  a  message  from  Cap- 
tain Pope,  stating  that  in  attempting  to  cross  the  bar  on  the  previous 
day  the  Richmond  had  grounded  and  had  been  obliged  to  haul  off. 
I  directed  another  attempt  to  be  made  and  am  now  anxiously  waiting 
the  result. 

I  nmst  ht^re  observe  that  the  situation  in  which  1  am  placed  from  the 
want  of  a  suitable  tender  is  exceedingly  emlmriussing  and  trying. 
The  yiaaara  is  the  only  ship  at  this  Pa.ss.  I  can  not  leave  without 
raising  the  blockade,  and  have  no  means  of  communicating  with  any 
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vessel  in  the  fleet,  the  services  of  the  Wttter  Wtfch  heinp  essentiHl  at 
In'i'Ht'iit  to  the  Micoess  of  the  attempt  to  occupy  the  Head  of  tlie  l*asHi:'f*. 

A  fast  .sto«iiu'i'  of  lij^hl  dmft  as  a  tlis{>atch  vessel  is  al)soiutely  neces- 
sary to  the  etiiciency  of  thi.s  sijuadron. 

1  am  happy  to  infomi  you  that  th<'  fort  on  Ship  Lslnnd  has  r»een 
evaoaateii  hy  \\\i\  ivIk-I  forces,  though  to  thr  great  disap|K>intinpnt  t>i 
the  officers  and  crow  of  tlii.-*  shii).  who  were  antici|>ating  the  HatisjfaAr- 
tion  of  shelling  the  fort  and  inaKinj^  prinoner-s  of  the  gjirrison. 

The  intelligence  was  brought  to  me  by  Commander  Smith,  of  the 
Mu»^a<'huiiettti.  A  copy  of  Iiis  report  is  herewith  enclosed;  also  a 
copy  of  a  comniunicution  from  the  colonel  eommanding  tho  rebel 
forces,  which  was  fouod  on  tiie  island  after  Commander  Smith  took 
possesyioM. 

I  Ik'jj  to  be  informed  whether  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  to 
hold  this  position,  or  that  the  fort  shall  be  effectually  destroyi^d;  aUo, 
in  case  of  it**  bcin^  hoUU  in  what  way  and  from  whence  the  necessary 
jfuns  and  men  aic  tu  hi'  procured,  an  a  sulli<*ient  force  can  not  be  siKireal 
trom  tliR  ships  without  impairing  their  efficiency,  and  Colonel  Brown, 
of  Kort  Jficken-s,  has  stated  in  reply  to  an  application  from  Captain 
Bailey  that  he  needs  all  his  men  for  his  own  operations. 

Two  hundred  men,  at  the  very  lowest,  would  b*i  required. 

Unless  it  should  be  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  occupy  and 
at  some  future  time  liuish  thifi  fort,  1  would  recommend  that 'it  be 
entirely  destroyird. 

In  my  opinion,  a  sand-bajf  Uittery  at  the  point  of  the  Chandoleurs 
would  be  more  serviceable,  as  at  that  point  there  is  an  anchorage  for 
heavy  ships. 

Bv  the  MasmchusetU^  on  her  return  to  her  station,  I  ordered  the 
Pr^il^,  Commander  French,  to  this  P:is.s  without  delay. 

It  is  my  intention  to  place  her  at  the  Uwid  of  the  Passes  should 
Captain  l*ope  succceed  in  oocupyinj,^  that  position,  A-*^  soon  us  in  my 
iwwer  I  will  station  another  steamer  there  also,  as  four  vessels  will  l>e 
necesary,  at  least  until  ii  badcry  is  erected. 

I  was  informed  Uy  Fla^^-Officer  Morvino  that  ho  had  dis|>atcht?d  a 
schooner  to  Tortupis  to  procure  ton  IX-inch  Dahlgren  guns  for  this 
battery,  and  I  am  in  hourly  expectation  uf  her  arrival  here.  I  would 
respectfully  sujj^^^esl  t(j  the  IVpartnxMit  that  two  rifled  guns  of  heavy 
caliber  be  sent  for  this  battery  a*i  early  as  j)racticable. 

1  would  also  suggest  that  a  supplv  of  rincd  guns  and  howitzers  for 
the  use  of  the  vessels  and  boats  of  the  squadron  would  vastly*  iucreiise 
its  etliciency,  opecjally  as  regards  the  .smaller  vessels. 

It  IS  my  intention,  when  furnished  with  steamers  of  light  draft 
adapted  to  the  duty,  to  vi.->it  every  (wint  on  the  coast  from  Tortugas 
to  tne  Rio  Gninde.  By  the  aid  of  two  such  steamers  in  towing  in  the 
hf»ats  of  this  ship  and  the  (\^onuio  I  think  1  can  capture  or  destroy 
every  vessel  at  Apalachicola.  St.  Marks.  Tampa,  and  various  other 
buys  and  inlets,  and  can  also  make  a  cle4in  sweep  of  the  Mississippi 
Sound.  Then,  by  smking  obstructions  in  the  narrow  channels  through 
which  steamers  now  [mss,  all  c(nnniunK*ation  between  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile  can  be  completely  broken  up. 

Such  complete  destruction  of  the  vessels  and  lioats  now  in  possession 
of  the  relK'ls  along  the  coast  I  deem  verv  iinportiint;  for,  this  accom- 
plished, a  storcship  or  small  steamer  anchored  close  in  would,  at  uuny 
points,  constitute  an  eiloctual  blockade. 
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T  bflve  heard  nothing  of  the  Vmrhainn  since  sho  wont  in  pursuit  of 
thft  Sumter.  \  lny  tlitit  CotniniLndtMs  Prirtrr  iind  t'riivrn  iiuiy  be 
returnod  to  this  stumdnin;  they  arc  hoth  active  und  iTiergetic  officers. 

The  French  war  nteaBier  Lm^inmar^  Captain  Hibourt,  entered  this 
Prttw  ou  the  23d  instant,  at  which  time  she  was  Ijoardcd  by  a  boat  from 
tl)p  Rtrhmnnd.  8ht'  eame  out  on  the  2Sth  instjint  and  was  boai'dcd  b}' 
an  officer  from  this  ship,  soon  after  which  I  received  a  visit  from  her 
ciiptai!!.  lie  was  exceedingly  courteous,  and  t)einjr  bound  dir4Htiy  to 
P*'ns«ri>l!i,  I  avaih'd  tuysclf  of  his  politeness  to  forward  ii  communica- 
tion to  Captuin  Hailey.  of  the  Colunido. 

He  stated  to  me  that  his  vcsstl  had  lieen  anchorfld  nciar  the  Head  of 
the  I*ii8ses;  that  only  himself  ami  his  purser  visited  New  Orleans;  and 
that  her  had  refused  to  rereivc  on  boatd  any  Iettx*rs  <)r  imp^rs  other 
than  ortit'ial  documents  from  the  French  consul  to  his  aamiral  and  to 
the  Frt'nih  consul  at  Havana. 

He  iriformed  me  also  that  his  instruction.*?  were  not  to  permit  any 
Frent'h  vessel  to  a]>proa('h  our  shores,  and  that  hr  would  capture  any 
such  be  might  meet  with,  howevm-  near  our  coa.st. 

I  am,  very  re«;i>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
FUjg-Ojien',  Omi7nandin4/  (ru//' li/ovhidfag  St/ttudrfm, 

Hon.   fiTD»X)N    WKr.I,K8, 

Steretari/t)ft/i4iJVaty^  Washingtrm^  D.  C. 


Iif>p(ni,  of  Capt^iin  Mt^^ine^  U.  S.  Nm)y^  requ&ttlng  a  court  of  enquiry 
rrgarding  his  <xmduct  whiU  in  is>mm<xnd  of  the  G^df  Squadron, 

V.  S.  S.  Khode  Islaxd, 
iVf-w  J7>Ms  Stiptetnber  29,  186L 
Str:  My  late  summary  rficall  from  an  honoral>le  and  imiHirtant  com- 
mand, without  a  reason  assigiu'd  for  the  step,  has  placed  me  in  a  most 
unenviable  position.  There  is  an  implied  cen.sure  in  this  action  of  the 
Depaj-tment.  to  which  I  t:an  not  submit  in  silence,  lest  it  should  be 
construed  into  an  admission  of  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty. 

The  best  energies  of  my  mind  and  body  have  been  assiduously  and 
laboriously  devoted  to  i-arrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  (Govern- 
ment, to  the  full  extent  the  means  placed  at  my  lommaud  woultl 
allow.  The  proud  couHciousness  I  entwrtjiin  of  having  iH'rformed  my 
whole  duty  to  the  very  lett^^r  makes  it  imperative  for  me  to  call  for 
the  judgment  of  my  peers  on  my  action,  which  I  ask  for,  through  the 
medium  of  a  court  of  enquiry  or  a  court-martial,  whichever  may  l)e 
deemed  most  expedient. 

Trusting  that  you  will  give  an  early  attention  to  this  matter, 
1  have  the  lionor  to  be,  very  rej*pcctfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Mervine, 
Captain^  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  WeixeSj 

SeoreUtry  of  the  Namy^  WanhingUm^  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Oaptarn  linilt^t/^  T\  S.  .yiityi/^  rer^arding  jnr/potit^  atiuck  ujxm 
the  PrTiJ^a/ythf  nort/  yard. 

U.  S.  Steam  Fkigate  Coix>raix>, 

Of  Ftrri  Plchenn,  <M^>fft^  J,  Imj. 

Sie:  Tho  L'oftI  hark  •/.  C.  ICuhn^  K.  G,  Lee.  actinjj  masU-r,  hnis 
iirrivod  fnmi  Key  WN'st.  She  briiig?*  a  iiiiiil  for  thn  s(|Uiidroii  and  Now 
York  par>crs  to  the  \'M\^  S«'ptrnihcr.  The  fviffatc  J^ttrmnti:  ha*!  arrived 
at  Ki\v  \Vi!8t  with  one  case  of  varioloid  on  ooard.  It  was  sup|x>tiMHl 
she.  would  have  to  undergo  a  quarantine.  Your  oi-der  by  the  French 
ccnTettr  Lavrt/ftitr  was  n^iceived  anf!  1  will  bo  ready  to  join  you  as  (ioon 
aa  the  J*afofmie  or  a  vcHsel  of  foree  arrives  to  take  the.  V'*ioni^o'*ft  place 
on  tliirt  hlockade.  Colonel  Harvey  Brown,  the  eommandant  of  Fort 
Piekens,  informed  nie  vor^terday  that  he  proposed  openinfj  tire  u|>on 
the  navy  V'lnl  an<i  vAxA  works  when  the  wind  Iweonie:^  fair  to  hecure  a 
gene»id  conl1ajt,'ration  of  the  liuildini^H  at  the  navv  vard.  includinjf  the 
steamer  Fuli(m.  I  informed  him  of  the  piiriy>rt  of  your  order  for  mc 
to  join  you  and  requested  that  be  woulfl  o|>en  fire  at  the  earliest 
moment  in  order  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  this  Hhin. 

I  have  directed  the  bark  J.  C.  hahn  to  proceed  to  Pa***  a  I'Outre  to 
rei)(>rt  to  you.  Dispatches  and  mail  from  the  United  States  I  forward 
b^'  her. 

1  am,  respeetfullv,  vour  ol>e.diont  Hcmint, 

T.  Uailet, 

FUK-Otiieer  W.  W.  McKkan, 

Oomtnandhif/  (jru/f  Blt^'ladhiff  Squ/idnm, 


Rejxrrt  of  Commnjulcr  IViW,  U.  t^.  y<iry,  r^farding  dtvy/ir^tion  ftf 
Acihig  MaMtr''H  Mate  Wheeh'i\  in  rttn  fleet  ion  it*i//i  ih4>  capture  tvf 
Hchfxijter  Ziivaln^  OcUiLev  7,  1861. 

U.  S,  S.  lluNTSVrLLE,  Octtjber  S8,  1S61, 

Sir:  I  am  directt^xl  by  the  flajj-otEeer  commandinfj  the  (lulf  Rlock- 
iwlinjf  S<piadron  to  disrate  (from  the  ItJth  instant)  William  M.  Wheeler, 
mawUu-'H  nuU4^,  on  lioard  this  .ship,  and  send  liiin  to  Now  York  in  one 
of  the  .steamers,  and  ae<pmint  you  with  the  reawons, 

Mr.  Wheeler  bein^  in  charge  of  the  tender  to  thi.s  .Mhip.  the  sjiiling 
schooner  D<irf^  wiptured  on  the  Ist  of  O(^tol)er,  f»lf  V'ernulion  lijiv,  the 
schooner  Zand^ty  formerly  of  Galveston,  but  sailing  from  lierwick  to 
Brazos,  Santiago. 

She  had  no  nnmifest,  but  a  receipted  hill  of  lading  from  the  Xew 
Orleans  and  Opelou.siLs  Railroad  Company,  which  ealh^l  for  'i47  liales 
of  tolwcco  and  8  boxes  <)f  tnerrhandif*e;  the  latter  has  never  l>een 
account4>d  for. 

The  passengers  (six  iu  nnndier)  and  crew  1  directed  to  be  landed  at  a 
nini'h  n«ir  Vermilion  Rav.  the  only  |wint  where  I  can  conveniently 
land  aiptured  jK^rsons  witliiii  my  cruising  ground,  such,  for  in.stance, 
as  women  and  children,  and  men  who  are  not  in  the  service  of  the 
rebels. 

In  discharging  this  duty,  Mr.  Wheeler  not  only  failed  to  examine 
the  iHiggage  (if  the  prisoners  for  contraliand  articles,  l»ut  permitted  the 
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boxes  of  iiirrcbaiulist',  \v!iich  wcrt!  iiirdicinrs,  iiiitl  mainly  uuinino,  csii- 
tmit**d  to  Ih'   wortli   ijsin.ooo,  also  to  tfo  on  shori'  with  jln'ir  ])rivatP 

I  am  uf  (he  opitiioii  ht?  must  have  coinpomidcd  with  the  party  inter- 
e»t*'iJ  fin"  th<'  liiiiiliii!^  of  thi*  quinine,  Iiy  svri'ptiiijr  |)ro,M'ntri  of  nrticlos 
whit  h  lliev  had  wt  further  (roiitrol  of  <ir  lie  uny  ri^^ht  to  arcept.  In 
addition,  lii'  is  rliaii,M'<l  with  hnvint(  riHed  the  prize  of  variou.s  articles; 
and  !iUo  with  having  hoen  groHsly  iiitoxiruted  for  Movoml  days,  and 
alKo  part  of  hiH  crow. 

This  I  (iin  assured  of,  Imth  hy  the  sober  part  of  the  crew,  an  also  two 
prisoners,  whom  I  detained  for  several  days  on  aeooiint  of  their  insub- 
ordination. 

ITpiin  h'arning  these  facts,  J  re|>orto<l  the  cahg  to  the  <"otnniftnding 
officer  of  thi:  ^niindrun,  and  asked  for  a  eoiirt-inartiul,  thinking'  his 
conduct  n-oiiired  u  j^reater  punishment  than  mere  disniir^Mil  from  the 
service.  The  fla^^-oilicer.  however,  informs  me  that  it  in  not  convenient 
to  order  a  court,  and  direct*!  the  present  jnroceedinfjH. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Hon.  rTioRON  Welles, 

Sf^t't^)y  of  the  JVfltvi/, 


Lettfi}'    frov^     tlw     Secrrtiinj    nf    the    Nm'^f    to    Captnht    Memine^ 
(J,  S.  Ntrtyy,  ihcftiting  to  i/rdi^r  a  rtmrt  of  f^i^pttrij. 

Navy  DErARTMENT,  October  '3,  1861. 

Sm:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  in  received,  takinj^  exceptions  to 
the  action  <>f  ihe  DepJirtment  in  changing  thoeomn)an<l  of  the  Gulf 
Stjuadron  and  asking'  a  court  of  enquiry  or  a  rourt-umrtial  to  relieve 
you  of  inipli«Hl  censure. 

At  a  time  like  this  the  Department  must  in8i.''t  on  its  right  and  duty 
to  make  such  selections  as  it  deems  will  liest  promote  the  public  wel- 
faiv,  without  re^ird  to  personal  pretensions,  and  while  it  would  treat 
with  all  tendernes.'i  and  kindncAS  every  otHrer,  and  especially  veterans 
like  yourself,  it  cjin  not  permit  individual  considerations  to  intlucnce 
and  control  its  actions. 

That  ^Hhe  Iwst  energies  of  your  mind  and  l>ody  have  l>een  (unsidu- 
ously  imd  laboriously  oevoted  to  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Go^ornnient"  may  be  admitted  without  the  formality  of  a  court,  hut 
all  men  are  not  alike  constituted,  and  other  and  different  (pialities, 
mental  or  physical,  thiin  yours  may  be  deemed  riMpiisite  at  this  period 
without  tlie  nnplicalion  of  crime  or  faidt  on  your  part.  In  selectinjr 
you  to  conmiand  the  (iulf  Sifuadron  no  partiality  wils  exercised,  nor 
has  anv  prejudiec  indurcd  n  clianee.  Onfy  the  true  and  best  intere.Hts 
of  the  country  have  been  consulted  in  wliat  has  lx*en  done,  and  the 
DeiHirtment  must  jud^e  of  men  ils  well  as  means  best  adapted  to  carry 
into  etTect  its  views. 

Neither  the  time  nor  the  service  in  this  crisis  can  l>e  wasted  in  courtu 
of  enquirj'  or  courts -martial  j^rowine  out  of  the  substitution  of  one 
officer  for  another  for  any  dutv-  Meiv  forms  and  nink  can  not  be 
permitted  to  control  etticientan<i  necessary  action  in  ifn  emerj^ency  like 
tbiSf  nor  can  oSicers  bo  witbdniwn  from  duty  unle.<^  from  iva.sons  of 
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great  public  necessity.     As  uo  such  uecessity  exists  in  consoqurnw  of 
suk-ititutiiijf  one  otH<er  for  another  as  flag-officer  in  the  (Julf,  1  must 
decline  ord(M*injr  a  court  of  enquiry  or  a  court-inarlial  in  your  case. 
]  am,  rcHpoctfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

CtIOKON  Wki,lk8. 
Captain  Wm.  Mkk\in£, 

Latel^lag-  Offieer  of  the  Gulf  Btock^ding  St/tut/fratt^  Uiica^  JV.  Y, 


Almlmct  lity  U.  S,  ship  Vinrennen^  t'ommaudrr  ffaiuiy^  U,  S*  iV^vy, 

commandhig, 

(khfhtr'J,  lSG}.~i)i\  St'Ulhwc.st  Pass.  At  3  p.  m.  got  on  the  |)ort 
side  of  the  channel  and  struck  one  of  the  vessels  sunk  l>v  tlie  rebels  for 
the  puriKwe  of  obstructing  the  ehaunel.  At  4:30  took  the  schooner 
J,  i\.  (retuu  in  tow  for  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  she  heinj;  loaded  with 
mins.  shells,  etc.,  for  the  battery  now  l)eing  erecti'd  at  the  IlemI  of  the 


OtnUr  of  thfi  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  O^Wr  McKran^  U,  S,  Navy^ 
armffning  to  hia  command  the.  U.  S.  hark'«  Etftan  Alien  and  Jun^finhtT. 

N.wy  Okpartment,  ()>'ti>hir  .^  1861. 
Sir:  i  have  to  luforiu  vou  that  the  II.  S.  Imrks  lOhan  Ailvn,  Acting 
Voluntf'cr  Liruti-nsiiit  \\'llliitiii   \\.  Kiitnn,  and  /\'t/^fj(;/is/i, r.  Actinjr  Vol- 
unteer hiiMitenant  .los.  IV  (\nithouy,  ha\e  heen  ordcRnl  to  report  tQ 
you  for  duty  in  si|U4droii  under  your  command.  ^ 

I  am,  respectfulh',  your  ohedient  servant, 

GroEON  Wkm.es, 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean. 

Commtuuling  (julf  HitM'hidi. 


ng  Squadron ^  Key  Wetft^  Fla, 


Report  of  Ciiptttin  Popf^  V.  S.  .Vai'-y^  tiuimttnltthig  jv/tf^rt  of  enginAfT^ 

oMvtr  rtyttrduKi  ( he.  rormtructiinntf  btitimj at  the  Ih-ttd  of  thf  /l7«s^, 

miHitiH«ipjii  Jit  fit: 

U.  S,  8.  KiciiMONO, 
lleadiftht'  l*at<m'n^  (Jvfitffr  J^  ISGI. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  rei>ort  from  Lieutenant  McFar- 
hmd.  settinj^  forth  his  views  in  remird  to  the  pmetirahility  of  eon- 
struclin'j  a  Itatlery  at  the  Head  of  tliese  Passes. 

I  have  <iirefidly  considered  all  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in 
the  constructing  of  the  work,  the  greatest  of  which  is  the  trans|Kirtini; 
of  the  guns  from  the  ship  to  the  shore,  owing  to  the  distance  in  shal- 
low water  making  out,  and  the  exjx>sure  uf  the  men;  this,  and  the 
other  reasons,  as  stated  by  Lieut<?nant  McKarltmd.  have  indured  me  to 
come  to  the  cunelusion  of  fully  <'oneurring  with  Lieutenant  McFar- 
land-  Since  mv  arrival  here  I  have  had  tTie  IuiuImm'  front  this  ship 
landed  at  the  l?ead  of  the  South  West  Pass,  but  will  discontinue 
further  opomtions  until  something  further  is  heard  from  you.  I 
hope  you  will  he  able  to  visit  this  place  and  then  you  can  better 
jungo  for  yourself. 

I  atntjiking<»n  ffoard  of  Uds  ship  four  of  the  guns  from  theftehooner 
to  he  mounted  on  the  deck  of  this  ship,  whieh  I  trust  will  meet  your 
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appr<>\ 111.  Wo  nre  closely  wntchod  by  tho  cnpiny.  The  hy  )ias  been 
(itiwn  sinn-  luorriiii^,  utul  koepn  hoi*s<>1f  about  H  t<>  -t  milos  from  us. 

I  havt'  tiboixt  1:20  tons  of  roul  ou  iMtard;  my  ^ide  bankers  nre  mostly 
on(,  aiui  I  hope  soon  to  have  an  oppirtuiiJty  to  till  thein.  in  onler  t<) 
pntlef't  tlie  Ixjilers  fi'om  i\w  enemy's  shut,  f  iiope  the  Yinrennes  will 
soon  join  us,  tojjctlier  with  the  steamers  you  mane  mention  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  I'c.speetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  l*OPK. 

Captain, 
Wm.  W.  McKkan, 

Commandiiuj  Ou/f  ii^ockmlinrj  Squadrm^. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
MtAffiwtlppi  Rrvt-r,  Lffttittinntf^  f/r/Uti-r  -i,  2S61. 

Stij:  a  more  ihorougli  examination  of  the  Head  t»f  the  Pussen  than 
my  former  hasty  visit  admitted  of,  lias  led  me  to  materially  change 
th<r  (tpinion  expressed  in  the  report  made  thereon,  and  1  beg  leave  to 
olfer  the  ftdluwing-  as  a  substitute: 

The  only  position  at  the  Head  of  the  l*asses  where  a  battery  <'an  be 
of  material  servieo  is  at  the  junction  of  the  South  and  South  West 
jHLsses.  A  liattery  at  this  point  would  i-oniph'tely  eonniiund  tho  pas- 
sage of  the  South  West  Pas.**,  while  it  would  be  of  little  or  no  effeet 
ajyainst  vessels  itseending  or  descending  the  I'ass  il  IHhitre.  At  the 
same  lime  it  would  only  bo  of  service  aLminst  vessels  escaping  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  rteet  alwjve,  could  render  them  but  little  assistanee  in  any 
atlaek  made  upon  them,  and  must  inevitably  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  in  rase  the  tleet  is  compelled  to  retire,  a  not  improbable  result 
if  a  very  HU|H'rior  artillery  \w  brought  to  hour  against  it.  A  batU^ry 
4'an  be  constructed  there,  though  thc^  dilh<'ulties  to  be  eneountereti, 
especiallv  of  lauding  guns,  are  great,  and  must  involve  considerable 
time,  l^ut  if  I  were  asked  for  an  opinion  in  reference  to  the  propriety 
of  carrying  on  the  work,  I  should  say  that,  exiepting  the  moral  effect, 
botli  here  and  abroml,  of  having  a  Iwittery  upon  thi*  enemy's  soil,  the 
little  service  to  be  rendere<l  by  it  would  liai'dlv  make  amends  for  the 
<lil{irulties  of  accomptisbment,  the  danger  to  the  health  of  the  men  in 
working  in  and  living  upon  such  a  soil,  and  thi'  passible  loss  of  guns 
and  morale  by  a  successful  attack  upon  the  fleet  and  the  consequent 
rolintjuishment  of  the  hatt<"ry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Waltkk  McFakland, 

First  Lieutenant^  FSnf/iutt^r/t^  (L  S.  Army. 
Flag-Officor  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

U.  *y.  S,  yiiujara. 


Report  of  Commamhr  French^  U.   S,  Nnvy^  7ytpji*r(in(/  inniritctions 
regardiny  the  dijtpiMitit/n  of  four  c<mtffthaiidjt. 

U.  8.  Shu*  Prebi-k, 

If^ad  of  the  PadKt'ii^  Miftfiinsijrpi  Rivtr,  OcUthei'  /5,  18G1, 
Str:  While  lying  at  anchor  with  this  ship  and  the  U.  S,  ship  Marion 
at  Ship  Island,  and  being  monientardy  on  boiird  the  last-named  '•hip,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  September  ultimo,  a  rfmall  rowboat  was 
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)rted  Bs  pulling  from  the  mainland  in  the  direction  of  the  diif 
Not  cprtaia  whether  they  were  oominff  there  or  inteiidin;^  to  land  on 
Cat  iMuml,  where  rel>el  steamerH  haiJ  l>cen  passing.  I  directed  Ueu- 
tenant-C.ommandiiig  Br^-ant  to  dispatch  a  lx)at  either  to  purzMie  or 
relieve  them,  a.'t  the  (^si*  mi^ht  )je.  In  a  short  time  tlie  }>oBit  retameii, 
hrinjn'njf  with  them  a  small  JKjat  and  four  contral*an<l^,  or  runaway 
slaves.  They  had  made  their  escape  from  Hand.-<boro,  Miss.,  and  were 
seeking  refuj^e  on  Tioard  our  .shiii?*.  Their  nan»*s  and  nauKw  of  their 
mastej-M  ai'e  us  follows:  Parker  IlumiUon.  Toney  Gravesi.  Stephen 
O'Neil,  iKilonginj/  to  H.  C.  Cowen^*;  William  Sanders,  U-lon^ifin^  to 
Uol>ert  Carr.  L  pon  their  statement  that  they  were  beinj'  aluiost 
starved  to  death,  and  worked  to  death,  and  that  they  wanted  to  st»j- 
with  as  I  direrted  Lieutenant-Commanding  Uryant  to  i*et«in  them  on 
board  the  Marion  and  to  supply  them  with  rations,  and  to  send  the 
other  two  on  1>oard  thitt  ship. 

On  the  arrival  of  Coamiander  Smith  in  the  steamer  3fajw7c/tuJtfftJt, 
with  orders  for  inc  to  report  to  you  at  Pass  i1  TOutre.  I  re|K>rt4*<i  the 
cireumstanees  to  him  ana  received  his  orders  to  bring  them  all  to  you. 
I  have  them  all  here,  and  await  your  orders  as  to  the  dit^position  to  \*o 
made  uf  them. 

From  these  contralmnds  I  learn  the  reliels  haTC  a  powder  mill  in 
full  hhiHt  at  a  place  ealled  Hod  Hluff,  in  llandslwro,  on  Bernard's 
Bayou.  They  say  it  is  working  night  and  day  and  that  daily  trips  are 
made  by  eart^i  and  wagons,  bringing  the  iiiw  materials,  I  presume,  and 
taking  away  the  manufactured  article.  They  state  there  are  soKiiei-s 
at  Biloxi,  a  place  2  miloH  distant,  and  also  at  Otroiin  Springs,  another 
landing  place  on  the  bayou,  below  the  |>owder  mill.  One  of  them 
sjivs  a  revenue  cutter  guards  the  entrance  of  the  Iwyou.  while  the 
others  know  nothing  aliout  it. 

Very  reK|>ectfully,  H.  Frrncm, 

Flag-Offic<>r  Wm.  W.  McKkan, 

Commandt-ng  &idf  BUickiuiimj  Squadron  y  U,  S,  S.  Nuftjitra. 


Report  of  Command4^r  Prirf^  A'.   .S",   Aavy^  requtstin^  an    ndditUmtd 
•vtHitil  for  tht' proUvtimi  of  outh't^  frina  Jiennrk^  Ln. 

U.  S.  S.   IIUNTSVILLR, 

Of  Atr/tafitint/a  Hay,  Oeiof>er  8,  Jmi. 

Sra:  1  send  the  Dart  to  Pensacola  in  order  to  iiifonii  you  in  ivgard 
to  matters  at  this  place. 

In  my  disnateh  of  the  1st  instant  I  mentioned  the  capture  of  tlie 
Znvfdit,  in  Vermilion  Bay.  There  was  no  manifest  or  otho  tHii)ers 
beyond  a  railroad  freight  liill  and  receipt  which  called  for  21"  bales  of 
toliai'co  and  S  lx>xes  of  nierchnndise.  The  8  boxes,  I  inn  informed, 
contained  mostly  quinine,  and  valued  at#Ii>,<K>0. 

The  master's  mate  in  command  of  the  Dart  at  the  time  (Mr.  Wheeler) 
permitted  the  Ijoxes  to  go  on  shore  with  the  owner  as  part  of  his  bag-- 
gage,  for  what  considemtion  1  have  not  been  able  to  Iwirn. 

He  also  rifled  the  schooner  of  considerable  liqtior  and  other  things, 
and  was  disgracefully  drunk  for  several  days  afterwards. 

His  conduct  needs  to  l>e  investigated  by  a  court-martial.  I  cjui  not 
trust  him  any  furtlier;  what  shall  I  do  with  him? 
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Mv  pilot.  Mi*.  Ijconani,  is  tit  only  for  that  position,  nor  are  his 
sorvit'cs  [oiii^^t-r  reiiuiri'tl  evon  in  thiit  caixiiMty.  1  therefore  require  the 
servicrs  of  two  moro  c>tl]cers  very  iiiiK-h.  I  am  relialtly  iiifonnrd  that 
a  Htt^aiiii-r  iarj^er  than  tiie  Suuittr  (Confodernte  stwinirr)  hii.s  been  fitted 
for  sea  recently  at  Itei^wit-k  uncler  the  superintendence  of  C'aptain 
HoHhis,  Lieutenants  Shep]x»rd  and  Sliryork,  late  of  the  V.  S.  jJavy. 
She  i.s  called  the  J\f<>ffiU;  ner  lioiler,  engines,  ete.,  are  all  prote<:t4^d  by 
tinifiers  1:^  inehes  thick  and  railrond  iron  over  that. 

They  have  a  stenni  tug  and  a  large  river  steamer  also  at  that  place, 
wliirli  (oitie  down  every  few  da\'.s  to  reconnoiter  the  oiling. 

The  srhrioner  WiUiani  A*.  Khtg  is  also  armed  its  a  eotust  guard.  I 
understand  sh<'  is  of  »i()  or  70  tons. 

There  are  'ih  niiley  of  outh't  through  the  various  bays  from  Berwick, 
so  you  will  perceive  that  another  vessel  of  war  is  very  nuieh  needed 
here  to  prevent  them  from  glutting  out,  or  even  U^  kprp  Ihrni  where 
thev  are.  this  ship  being  hy  no  means  n  man-of-war  in  her  outtit. 

There  is  hut  one  more  coasting  schooner  left  in  lierwick,  and  sho 
will  not  prohahly  venture  out  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  Ih'rt  hsis  just  returned  from  a  two  days'  cruise  to  the  westward, 
hut  saw  nothing  outside. 

Ti*avel  is  very  diftieult  through  the  interior  of  Texas  on  account  of 
tiie  min  and  tlie  badness  of  the  luuds,  and  lience  the  authorities  say 
they  are  resolved  to  break  up  the  blockade. 

A  steamer  has  been  foi-  the  la.st  two  days  putting  down  stakes  by 
me-ims  of  a  pile  driver  to  mark  the  rhannel. 

We  are  very  short  of  oil,  both  for  the  engines  and  lamps.  1  have 
expected  the  Rhttde  Jslatid  for  ten  days,  as  we  need  a  great  many 
things. 

I  send  by  this  conveyance,  ulao,  tho  various  returns,  rejjort^,  etc., 
up  to  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  WJ^poctfull^',  your  obedient  seiTant, 

Cicero  Price, 

CotnT/uifuler, 

Fi^ag-Offioer, 

Commanding  Oulf  Sifuadron, 


Report  of  Captain  Pope^  U,  8.  JVant/,  regarding  the  attack  Iw  Cmifed- 
.  erate  st^amt'r  hn/  njyon  the  Vmt^  St4tt4f^  Vfstieh  at  the  /Jfiod  of  the 

Pam^y  Mi*»<tKitippi.  Rnh*r. 

U.  S.  S.  Rk'umom), 
Mimt'mippi  Rii^r^  f)('t^tl/cr  5,  ISHI. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the.  Ivy  (steamer)  has  l)een  down  this 
afternoon  and  made  :in  atUiek  upon  these  ships,  throwing  shot  and 
shell  over  this  sliip  and  the  Prehlt\  keeping  herself  entirely  out  of 
the  range  of  any  \!,uni^  on  Ix>ard  either  oi  the  shijw,  her  shot  pitssing 
some  5iii)  yards  over  this  ship,  which  makes  it  evident  that  we  are 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  Wc  arc  liable  to  lie  driven  fn)ni 
here  at  any  moment,  and,  nitunted  x\»  we  are.  our  position  is  unt^nabic. 
i  n<uy  l>e  (ruptured  at  any  time  by  a  pitiful  little  st^Miiner  mounting 
only  one  gun.  The  distance  at  which  she  was  tiring  I  should  estimate 
at  4  miles,  with  heavy  rifled  cannon,  throwing  her  shot  and  shfill  far 
beyond  us.     This  may  have  been  an  exi^erimcnt  to  a.s<*ertaiii  the  range 
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of  our  ^nns,  which  tboy  now  have,  nnd  of  courn©  will  (|i]iokly  avail 
thenii^lves  of  tho  knowledjyo. 
The  guns  for  the  hattcry  have  not  yt*t  hpon  Inndcd. 
It  would  be  the  height  of  folly  to  send  conl  or  provisions,  an  they  i 
could  not  be  taken  on  board  under  the  lire  of  the  enemy. 
Kospectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

f  'apt4t*ft, 
Flag-Offieer  W.  W.  McKkan. 

t'oniinandhiij  irulf  lilovktulinfj  Stjutuinm. 
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prot^tum  of  the  United  St^xttit  VfXHeU  In  thf  MiitMiMtippi  Hh^'r. 

\j,  S.  FLAGsnir  Nuoara, 
Off  Fort  Pt'rkaix,  0<tt>ffer  JO,  ISGJ. 

Sir:  1  have  just  arrived  at  thirt  anchonijfe  for  the  ])urpos(>i  of  beg--  1 
ping  from  Colonel  Brown  the  loan  of  three  or  four  heH\y  riilecl  guns, 
witnout  whieh  our  ships  at  the   Mi.ssii^sippi  River  am  entirely  at  tlie 
merry  of  the  enemy. 

The  IUvhuiotid^  Vhicennt^^  and  Prt^-e  hav«  suceemled  in  ot'cupvidg 
the  Ileiwl  of  the  Pa-sses.  The  JWh/t'  was  t*^)Wi'd  up  by  the  Ufii<^r 
Wf'L'/i^  but  as  she  had  not  stitfieient  power  to  move  the  VlncrrftneM,  I 
wa«  compelled  to  disiMtch  two  of  the  coal  ships  t()  relieve  the  S^ntth 
Cnn^limt  in  the  blockatio  of  l^rataria  Bay  in  order  that  she  might  tow 
the  Miice7ineJt  up. 

About  li»  o'clock  last  night  1  received  by  the  WaAr  IIVaA  a  <tom- 
mmnration  from  Captain  Pope,  of  the  IHrhtnomh  stating  that  during 
the  afternoon  they  were  attacked  by  a  steamer  called  the  //•//,  mount- 
ing two  or  three  heavy  rifled  cannon,  the  .shot  and  shells  from  wLi<-h 
passed  over  and  far  l>eyond  our  vessels,  whilst  theii-s  fell  fur  short. 

I  immediately  got  underway  for  this  phu-e,  and  unless  I  can  pro- 
cure from  Colonel  Brown  two  or  three  rifled  cannon  of  equal  range 
with  those  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  the  ships,  I  fear,  will  W  com- 
pelled to  retire  from  their  position,  the  Inj  bein^  so  exceedingly  fast 
that  it  is  im|x>ssil)le  for  the  RirhtiHmtl  to  <'lose  with  her. 

Vou  will  thus  perceive  that,  unless  this  squadron  is  supplied  with 
rifled  guns  of  heavy  cali!)er,  the  hloekading  ships  are  liaole  at  any 
monu^nt  to  l»e  driven  from  their  anchomge  by  a  steamer  mounting  a 
siiK^Ie  rifled  gun. 

The  schooner  John  N.  Of^ttn,  from  Tortugas,  with  ten  IX-inoh 
Dahlgren  guns  for  the  battery,  has  arrived.  Six  of  them  have  been 
mounted  on  the  deck  of  the  Rirhm<nul.  The  water  being  smooth,  she 
can  carry  them  without  injur^v. 

The  nMuaining  four  were  to  have  been  placed  in  a  battery,  the  erec- 
tion of  whirh  was  progressing,  but  as  they  had  not  been  landed,  1  have 
ordered  the  sc!ic»oner  rontainmg  them  towed  down  to  the  bar.  as  other- 
wise Miev  might  fall  into  the  hands  <ff  the  enemy  should  the  .^hipH  l»o 
eonqu'lled  to  retire. 

The  Huiling  slooj^s  Mncmiuj*  and  Prvh/f  are  of  vorj-  little  U8«  in  their 
present  iNtsihon.     Steatuers  are  essential. 

Two  Hteam  gunlumt.s  similar  to  the  IrtM/uoU  would  l>e  tiioro  nervice- 
abje  hen*  than  a  doxen  sailing  voxels. 
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I  iini  placed  in  u  very  trying  and  eiiihanussinfr  {Ki.sitiun.  The  vossols 
ill  tln^  liver  are  in  joo]wirdy.  The  yV/it'-r  WiUh  is  noedod  to  aid  the 
Hailing  vesfwlw,  in  (•asp  it  heoomes  necessary  for  them  to  dropdown, 
and  having  no  other  nieanH  of  comuiunictttit>n,  I  have  Ix-cn  obliged  to 
proceed  here,  in  this  heavy  .ship,  to  procure,  if  jjossiblc,  .suitjihlo  guns 
tor  Iheir  defease. 

A  fast  j*teanier  of  light  draft,  exprcssh'  for  a  disiJUteh  vt»8S«I,  b* 
ah,s<>htti*ly  eA-^ential. 

When  the  Sttnth  Cffrolinn  arrived  at  Soiitli  West  Pass  on  the  fld 
instiint  for  the  piu'posc  of  takitig  the  T'/H/v/iNf*  in  tow  she  brought 
with  her  tw(}  small  Hchonnei-s,  raptured  near  Hanitarin,  under  Knglish 
colors,  Inilh  having  on  Imard  arms  and  atnumnition. 

Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  risk  the.^e  ami-s  and  nuinitions  in  an 
unarmed  vessel^  I  have  liad  them  transferred,  with  other  jirize  goods, 
to  the  8toroship  J\'f\//tf/'n//iih\  for  tninsporbition  Uy  New  York,  it  lading 
my  intention  to  diHpatch  her  as  noon  as  iK>s8ible  for  another  t-argo  of 
foal. 

The  smaller  schooner  (51  tonH)  l>eing  very  fast,  Comiimnder  Alden 
is  desirous  of  retaining  her  as  a  tender,  and  I  have  allowed  him  to  do 
BO.  The  larger  one  (145  tons)  l>eing  old  and  h\'iky,  I  purpose-  to  sink 
her  in  one  oi  the  ehannels  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

The  engine  of  the  S'^'tfh  (Jftrx^Una  was  murh  out  of  ol*dor,  and  liable 
to  break  down  at  any  moment;  1  was  therefore  oI>Iiged  to  detain  her 
a  short  tinie  for  repairs.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  these  have  been 
made,  and  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  she  returned  to  her 
station. 

By  her  I  seat  orderm  to  the  commanders  of  the  coal  shiptt,  which 
had  velieved  her,  to  proceed  to  Ship  Island  and  aid  the  ManmchujieiU 
in  the  blockade  of  the  Mississippi  Sound. 

Feeling  the  importunee  of  having  a  stmnier  of  greater  .-ipeed  and 
power  than  the  Wi(Ur  Wifc/i  at  the  Head  of  the  Paiises,  1  dispatehod 
on  the  7th  instant  orders  to  theeomuiander  of  the  shfopof  war  JAtr/Vm, 
at  Ship  Island.,  to  proceed  inunediatcly  to  Apalaehieola  and  relieve  the 
steamer  Cutjhr^  sending  l)y  her  instruetions  to  the  eommander  of  the 
( 'uifh'f  to  proeecd  to  the  Head  of  Passes  of  the  Misaissippi  with  all  pos- 
sible dispateh. 

Thi'se  orders  wer«*  eonveved  to  the  Maritm  bv  the  Chlonuhy^  Captain 
Hailey,  he  being  in.struete*^  t<>  await  at  Ship  Island  the  arrival  of  the 
j^Httjtittt,  It  was  my  intention  to  join  hiru  therefor  the  purnose  of 
lightening  the  ships  preparatory  to  an  attack  on  Pcnsueolii,  1  liuviiig 
a  day  or  two  since  received  a  coumuutication  from  Colonel  Hrown 
.stating  that  he  was  now  ready  to  o^x-n  lir*-,  and  asking  my  cooperation. 

It  is  proper  I  sliould  inform  you  that  there  are  but  three  vessels,  the 
i>unth  CaroUno,  the  Iltf/if~yi'f'//t\  and  the  Sa/ttr<\  to  guaitl  the  coast  from 
the  Mississi])pi  to  the  Rio  Cirandc. 

The  .services  of  ten  or  twelve  steamers  of  light  draft  and  heavily 
armed  would  at  this  time  bo  worth  millions  to  the  Government;  with- 
out them,  I  fear  that  Louisiana  and  Texaa  will  Im^  Hooded  with  anns 
and  auuuunition. 

.At «)  a.  m.  to-dav,  while  on  my  way  to  this  place.  I  met  the  army 
steamer  Onwru^  McVfAhm^  bringing  me  iliHpnlches  from  Colonel 
Brown,  stating  that  \\i?>  o'clock  yesterday  morning  the  enemy  landed 
on  Santa  Uosa  and  partially  destroyed  the  camp  of  the  zouaves,  but 
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had  Ijccn  i*cpiilscd  with  oonsifteralile  h>.ss.     ilo  asks  my  orx>i>emtion  ia 
an  attiu'k,  whit  It  it  is  ncrdlojsK  to  siiy  will  Ix^  cheerfully  ronnerctl. 

Tho  cumiimiuU-r  nf  tho  ^frChUau^  ut  iiiy  rp(|ue.st.  conveyed  an  order 
to  the  Cithtrndft  at  Ship  Island  to  join  mo  at  Fort  l*ieken«  without 
delay, 

I  liej^ttf  be  infoiiiiod  whether,  in  (he  event  (if  the  »hi|Msholdiii):^  their 
|X)»itiun  at  the  Head  of  the  Pusnew,  the  I)('|mrtment  di-eiiix  It  eK.s<>iitial 
to  k(M!]»  vesstiJK  olT  tlio  entmnee  of  the  prineipal  pisses  to  give  notifica- 
tion of  the  Mockiwlc. 

I  ain,  very  re^poctfulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

VVm.  W.  McKkan, 
Fffifj' Officer^  Omiwtmdi/mj  Gvilf  Btvckadintj  Sfptftarrytt. 

Hon.  Gii>KoN  Wkm.kh, 

Se'^rdm-y  of  thuNaay^   M'aafiingtoii^  D,  C. 

OtrrOHKR    1  1 . 

p.  S. — Sik:  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  C-olonel  Hrinvn  hart  loiineti 
me  »  viOand  a  lii-jMiunder  Purrott  ^iin,  with  the  neee.s>aiy  annnunition, 
and  lias  phieed  at  tiiy  dis|x>sal  the  army  steamer  (ittura)  MvClti/ttn  to 
eonvey  tiiera  to  the  Mississippi,  As  she  is  very  fast  they  will  i*eaeh 
there  mueh  sooner  tliaa  would  lie  possible  if  carried  by  this  shijj  or 
the  Ofhrrado, 

By  means  of  them  I  hope  the  ships  will  l>o  able  to  niaintjiin  their 
position. 

1  aui  about  to  ^o  on  shofo  fur  the  purpose  of  c^Ukuiunictition  with 
Colonel  Brown  in  reforen<'e  to  the  proposed  attw^k. 
Very  respeelfull}'. 

\Vm.  W.  M<  Kean. 


LctUf*  /nmi  Colimd  Bromn^  U,  S,  Army^  to  7'7/»</- (V/^^vr  McKean^ 
Cf.  S.  Xai*y,  itufjfjestlntj  positions  for  the  UnlUid  StaU:s  res»els  <tff 
Fort  Plvkctm. 

IlEAl)QUAKTKIt8    OePAKTMKNT   OK    FlORIIM, 

Fort  Ptvl-Lnx^  iHoher  12,  1S6I, 
Sir:  From  report**  received  unoJEeiallv  from  rebel  offiecrs  who  have 
lieen  at  the  fort  during  my  alwencc,  I  lu-ar  that  the  relwls  ure  very 
much  diswatistied  with  the  result  of  the  expedition  of  Tueijday  nigtit, 
and  arc  desirous  to  repeat  it. 

If  tlieir  forces  are  as  great  tts  i^presented,  this  may  not  be  improls- 
ablc. 

Permit  me,  then,  to  suggest  whether  it  wouUl  nut   l)o  i\f>  well  U> 
move  the  ^W/>r'/r/rt  opposite   the  plaee  of   their  landing,  and  alno  the 
F'tfounic  somewhat  lower  dovvii,  near  the  hospital,  so  as  to  hold  that 
point  if  the  CWv/vwA^  moves  to  assist  in  the  humlNirdment. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hahvey  Bkown, 

OAtmd^  Commujiding, 
Flag-Offieer  W.  W.  McKean, 

O/minmxding  Xaval  ForaA,  Ovlf  nf  McxIaH}. 
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Attack  htf   Cotifdi^rate  resxeU  vjx>n   Fedentl  hl'Mslodhitf  stpiodron  at 
llcad  f>y tfo'  PaMHt'H^  Mi^niftHtppi  liivrf\  (h'ttifhf  12^  IS6L 

V^ort  of  rUg'Olfioer  KoKcan,  IT.  B.  Vvrj,  truumitUag  report. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niauaua, 

Of  Fort  Pk'kena,  OctofK'r  15,  }S€1. 

Silt:  The  steRnior  McCUilitu  lias  just  arrived  with  disastrous  iicwt* 
frum  the  MiH&issippi.  Our  ships  have  l>ecn  driven  from  the  Head  of 
the  Passes. 

'V\\\y  Iit<:hnohd  bad  several  of  her  plunks  stove  in  by  the  nteftm 
rum.  fttul  all  tho  ^uus  of  the  Vincejints  except  four  have  been  thrown 
ovpi'board, 

Nothinjr  hut  the  arrival  iti  tho  McCUllaii  of  the  riMed  l^uiis  Ujaned 
from  Fort  Tiekc^n^i  saved  tin'  vessels  from  iiiKJtlifr  anci,  probably, 
more  destruetive  attack. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  the  ix>|>ort  made  by  Captain  Pope. 

My  own  duty,  in  view  of  this  inteirif^euce,  upiiears  phiin.  I  shall 
return  to  the  river  immediiitely  in  this  shtp.  not-withstandinp-  that 
every  urmngement  is  made  for  the  botnlwirdmcnt  of  lVusa<'ohi  ui  dav- 
lii;ht  to-morrow  moininf,'.  The  two  ships  here,  the  Atatjuni  and  tte 
Colorado^  were  to  open  upon  Fort  Mrliee  and  the  adjoinint:  hatteries. 

A  large  incre^we  of  force  and  a  supply  of  heavy  rifled  guus  i& 
GsHontial. 

1  shuH  leave  ^^H^  Cohmtdo  here  to  blockade  the  harlK>rundto  prevent 
a  landinj:^  of  the  enemy  U|)on  Santa  Ktjsa. 

The  rebels  aie  said  to  have  concentrated  U.OVMf  men  at  this  point, 
and  threaten  to  take  the  fort  )»y  storm. 

I  enclose  horewitli  a  copy  of  a  coinmunicati<>n  received  last  night 
from  Comnmnder  Cicero  Price,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  JlnnUfvUle* 

I  refer  you  to  Commander  llonckendtirtl"  for  (Hirticulars. 

In  great  bu^te,  1  am,  very  reaiHiCtfulU',  your  ol>e<liont  sen'ant, 

Wm.  \\\  MoKean, 
hh^if- Officer,  Commandiug  (hdf  Iit4jckadiiuj  Squadron* 

Hon.    (-JiDEON  \V'kLLE8, 

Stxrctary  of  tfui  Na^y^   Wa^hlnyton,  D.  G» 


ItwjWil  of  CapUin  Fopo,  U.  8.  Ravjr,  eommandiiig  U.  8.  8.  Richmoad. 

U.  8.  S.  Richmond, 
South  Went  I\uin  it/  MiitaUtitppl  Rh'iT^  October  IS^  1S6J. 
Sik:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
At  3:45  a,  m.,  October   12,   1801,   while  the  wateh  on  deck  wore 
employed  in  taking  toal  on  board  from  the  schooner  ditrnj'/t  //.  ToiHH\ 
a  ram  was  discovered  in  close  proxiuiitv  to  this  ship.     By  the  time  the 
ahirm  could  lie  given,  siie  had  struck  the  ship  abreast  of  the  jw^rt  fore 
channels^  tearing  the  schooner  from  her   fasts  and  forcing  a  hole 
through  the  ship's  side. 

Passing  aft,  tne  ram  endeavoi*cd  to  elfect  a  breach  in  the  stern,  but 
failed.  Three  planks  in  the  shi[)'s  side  were  stove  in  aljout  ii  feet 
below  the  water  line,  making  a  hole  atiout  .'i  inches  in  circumference. 
At  the  lirst  alarm  the  crew  promptly  and  coolly  repaired  to  their 
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quarters,  and  a**  the  nun  ]mss4iii  uln-oa.st  of  tlu-  Ai\\)  iHo  entire  port 
imttery  wax  discbarj^tHl  at  hor,  willi  what  effect  it  was  inipossibu'  to 
discover,  owinj,'  totJic  darkness.  A  red  H^lit  was  sliown  as  a  signal  of 
danger  and  tlit'  squadron  was  uii<lerwav  in  a  verv  ft*w  minutes,  liav- 
itij£»lippt'd.  tlieir  cables.  I  ordered  the  y'/vAA  and  \hicciifi*\sUipri}crv.d 
down  llie  South  AW'st  Fuss,  while  J  covered  their  retreat,  which  the^" 
did  at  about  4:.M>  a.  ni.  At  this  (inic  Ihrcc  large  lire  mfts,  stretehing 
across  the  river,  wore  rapidly  nearin;r  ns,  while  several  larg-p  sU^anicrs 
and  a  hark-rij^pcd  proi>eilpr  weiv  scin  astern  of  them.  The  8<{mi<Ir<>n 
proceedt^d  down  the  river  in  llu>  followinji;  order:  First,  Pn^t;  i^econd, 

Vtrmentos;  third,  Riv.hmoufl:  f<nirth»  Wat^yr  Wifvh^  witli  the  prize 
schooner  Fr^tlfv  in  tow.  When  abreast  of  the  pilot  settlement  the  pilot 
informed  me  that  he  did  notcon^derit  safe  to  venture  to  turn  this  ship 
in  tlie  river,  but  thai  heljelieved  he  could  jhiss  over  the  bar.  1  arrord- 
infijly  att,eni]»ted  to  pass  over  the  bar  with  tlie  stiuadron,  hut  in  the 
piussagc  the  V/'n<\'tmtn  and  RirhmtnHl  groundea,  while  the  JWfff^ 
went  over  clear.  This  occurred  about  S  o'clock,  and  the  enemy,  who 
were  now  down  the  river  with  live  steamers.  coininciuxHl  firing  at  us, 
while  we  returned  tiie  tire  frcmi  our  |)orl  Inittcry  and  ritltxl  ^un  on  the 
poop,  oui"  sh<»l,  Itowever,  fallinjtr  short  of  tlie  enemy,  while  their  shell 
hurst  on  all  sides  of  us  and  several  passed  directly  over  the  ship.  At 
alxiiit  9:80  I'ommander  Handy,  of  the  Ytncfftfux,  mistakinjf  my  sijr- 
nul  to  the  ships  outside  the  bar  "to  pet  tmderway'' for  a  sitrnni  for 
him  "to  abandon  his  ship''  came  on  buard  the  IHr  himoul  with  all  hi.s 
officers  and  a  lurjre  nuuibcr  of  the  crew,  the  remainder  having  >^one 
on  h(jard  the  Wtd'-f  M'itth,  t.'aptain  Handy  before  leaving:  hi.s  ship 
hnd  placed  n  iin;hted  slow  match  at  the  magazine.  Having  waited  a 
reasonable  time  for  an  explosion,  I  directed  Commander  llandy  to 
return  tn  bis  slii]>  with  his  erew,  to  start  his  water  and,  if  necessary,  at 
his  own  request,  tt)  throw  overlmard  his  small  puns,  for  the  purpose  of 
liphtenin^  his  ship,  and  to  carry  out  his  kedgo  with  a  cable  to  heave 
off  by.  At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy  ceased  tiriiip  and  withdi-ow  up  the 
river.  Omitifjf  Ihe  enpapement  a  shell  entered  our  port  (piurter  iiort, 
and  one  nf  the  boats  was  stove  by  another  .shell.  At  l<i:3n  a,  m. 
dtspatehed  Acting  Ahister  Oevens,  of  the  I Vwty-wjidv*,  in  the  J'hdt'c\ 
witli  orders  to  the  Srmth  Varotintt^  in  Barataria  Bay,  to  come  down  to 
our  assistance. 

At  1  p.  ni.  Tuade  a  steamer  standing  down  from  Pass  il  TOutre 
toward  us,  which  proved  to  be  the  army  trnnsjwrt  MvCUHan,  with 
rifled  guns  from  Fort  Pickens  for  this  ship.     At  4  p.  ni.  sent  the  Wnttr 

UV/r/(  down  t*)  Bnratariu  Bay  for  the  South  ('nn/ina  and  IlunttirilU^ 
with  orders  to  order  the  latter  to  IVss  a  TOutre  and  the  former  to  this 
place.  At  5  p.  m.  received  on  lK>ard  the  guns  and  auununitioii  from 
the  McClelhin.  My  object  in  dispatching  the  WuUt  W/tch.  for  the 
above-named  .steamers  was  for  the  purjM>se  of  having  them  up  a**  soon 
as  possible,  and  to  send  the  fluiitmnlft  to  guard  l*as>*  a  POutre  and  the 
Sovf/t  ( '/n'ft/ inn  in  lisaist  in  towing  this  ship  anti  the  \'incr'nn>M  over 
the  iMir  to  prevent  us  being  fired  or  sunk.  I  have  this  morning  puo- 
eeeded  in  getting  this  ship  over  the  bar.  The  JACA?//*///  and  South 
Canflinu  are  using  all  e.xeiiions  to  get  the  Vinct'iuH'it  off.  The  Siyht- 
htgalc  is  hard  and  fast  ashore  to  the  northward  of  the  bar.  1  have 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  leak  of  this  sliip,  so  (hat  our  small  engines 
keep  the  ship  free.  This  is  only  temporary,  and  the  ship  will  liave  to 
go  to  some  place  and  have  three  plants  put  in.     I  have  received  the 
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riik>  jiTuii!-..  and  plat-ed  the  32-poundcr  on  the  forecastle  iitid  the 
I'i  iMjinider  on  th**  puop.  The  coal  schooner  J<t>i'ph  II.  Tfftmr  fell  into 
the  bunds  of  the  cm-niy.  having  ul»outl.5  ton.sof  <T>:ii  on  JK)ard.  Could 
i  hiivr  possihty  ni!in!i|j<Ml  ihi.s  ship  in  an}'  way  than  keeping;  hei'  head 
iipnrnl  down  the  river,  I  would  have  stopped  at  Pilot  Town  to  ^ive 
battk%  hut  tliis  wsis  fotintl  too  buzardours.  owin^  to  her  extreme  lenjjlh. 
The  attempt  was  made,  hut  the  broadside  i-ouid  not  he  l)ix)iijjht  to 
bear  without  running  the  ship  ashore.  1  then  concluded,  as  advise-tl 
by  the  pilot,  to  run  for  the  bai-,  and  trust  to  chance  of  tinding  water 
enou^^h  to  cross. 

The  sehoontu'  Jitfm  -V.  Genin  ift  at  anchor  outi^ide  of  the  Inir.  As 
soon  a.s  I  ran  dischar^^e  her,  the  jruns,  etc.,  the  chart<?r  party  will  Iw 
endorsed  its  you  directed.  In  iiarratinif  the  affair  of  the  river,  I 
omitted  to  stat<?  that  the  rum  sunk  one  of  our  larj^e  cutters  and  a  shot 
from  the  eneniy  st<ni'  thefri^'.  I  am  ph-ased  t(»say  that  the  Vinrrtinct* 
is  rtHoat  and  at  anchor  outside  on  my  st;irhoard  ijuarter.  I  send  by  the 
JlcClcilnii  the  detachment  4»f  men  helon^'inL'  to  the  x\V//y//?vY  and  Colo- 
rado. \  have  orderwl  Assistant  Sui'^eon  Ui>ninH0n  from  the  VincenneS- 
to  temijomry  tluty  on  lM>ard  of  this  ship. 

At  the  advice  of  the  Hurgcon  of  this  snip,  I  have  perniitt4.'d  As^intant 
SurjreoM  Howell  (condemned  by  survey)  to  return  in  the  McChiiun^ 
alt  t)t"  which  I  hope  y(ni  will  approve. 

1  have  also  directed  Commander  Alden  to  ])roceed  with  all  disjwti'h 
to  l*as-'  a  rOutre,  and  iw  soon  lus  relieved  by  a  steamer  to  retuin  to  bis 
station.  I  also  loaned  to  him  the  lilled  howitzer  sent  out  for  the  l*ow- 
/ittfiDi.  I  have  onlered  the  hiustcr  of  the  jXtfj/tf/nf/ft/c  to  deliver  50 
ton.s  of  e*>al  to  the  MfClrllna.  This,  tot'ether  with  wlial  1  will  take 
out,  will.  1  trust,  lighten  her  .so  that  I  will  be  enabled  to  haul  her  otf, 
when  I  shall  put  the  guns,  eU\,  from  the  schooner  on  l)oard. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Pope, 

Captain. 

Flag-OfKccr  \Vm.  \V.  M<Kean, 

CoTiunandin^  Blockading  Sqimdnm. 


Beeond  report  of  Flag-Offlcor  KcEeui,  7.  8.  Navy. 

No.  5.]  U.  S.  Flaorhii'  Ntaoaiu, 

Of  South  W^'M  Pus^H  of  mmlMlppl  \River\  Orf^J>ei'  2f>,  1861. 

Sih:  On  the  l.ilh  instant  T  had  the  honor  toaddre.s8  to  you,  from  the 
anchorage  otf  Fort  Pickens,  a  short  and  hasty  dispatch  (No.  4)  inform- 
ing you  of  the  disiustrous  intelligence  received  from  this  place  by  the 
anny  steamer  MrOhlhm. 

This  dis|ml4'h  I  forwarded  bv  the  hand«  of  Commander  lionekendorff, 
who  took  passage  in  the  MrChUfHt  for  New  York. 

I  left  Fort  Piikens  at  2  p.  m.  on  the  15th  instant,  spoke  the  U.  S.  S. 
Suuih  Caridhuf  off  Pass  a  TOutic  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  16th,  and  at 
8:3l>  a.  m.  came  to  amdior  olT  this  Pass. 

1  immediately  commenced  an  investigation  for  the  purpose  of  learn- 
ing all  the  circumstancea  of  the  affair,  and  ]  am  .sorry  to  l>e  obliged  to 
.say  that  thi'  more  I  hear  and  learn  of  tbo  facts  the  more  disgrat^eful 
does  it  apponr. 
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My  fii'Ht  impulse  wae  to  place  another  otficer  in  command  and  order 
a  rooc('U])a(ioii  of  tlio  p(»ttn>n.  but  ii]m>ii  niuturo  ivOoctioti  I  dooidi-d  (n 
await  tin'  Mirival  of  m>iih'  of  liio  (invoniniont-ljnilt  jrunlx^ats  'whirh  I 
can  not  fjut  hope  are  now  on  their  wav  to  join  thin  sijuadron. 

My  reitsoHM  are  a.s  follows;  The  7ifc/n/t(md^  owni^^  to  her  ^roat 
If'iiL'tli,  is  difficult  to  handle  in  u  narrow  obanncl  with  a  strong  curront, 
HntF  the  Cmjlrr  not  havinjf  Hrrived,  I  had  no  stonmer  to  support  her 
unlesH  1  witTidrew  the  South  t'arolina  frort]  Harataria. 

Thin  I  was  unwillinfj  to  do,  having  received  information  from  ihv-. 
crcw-s  of  the  schooners  captured  near  timt  phiec  that  other  vcsspIs 
)>elon|L!:in^  to  the  same  owner  were  loading  with  arms  in  llnvanii. 
I  say,  "no  ^iteanier/'  for  I  am  convinced  from  ox|)eriDnce  that  sailinjj 
ships  in  that  position  are  worise  than  useless. 

Oil  the  urrivid  of  .snitaI)K'  vessels  I  shall  at  once,  unless  othorwi.se 
inslriiited.  iigiiin  take  possession  of  the  Head  of  the  Passers. 

I  found  on  my  arrival  that  the  sloop  Preble  had  been  dispatched  to 
Ship  Island  to  obtain  wood,  thoujjh  a  supply  can  ^>e  procured  on  any 
of  tlie  mud  Ininlcs  at  the  entmnce  of  this  river.  T  can  not  but  express 
surprise  that  any  officer  should  have  jLsked  permission,  or  Im^ou  allowed 
to  Icjive  at  such  a  time,  more  ewpct^iall  v,  as  I  tiiul  that  the  Pass  ^  TOutre 
was  left  unjrnarded  for  twenty-four  liours.  rendering  it  potwiblo  tlmt 
armed  vessels  of  the  enemy  may  have  p*<*aped,  iDougn  I  have  no 
information  that  sui'h  is  the  cjuse. 

i  bad  pic|)ared  a  precept  for  a  court  of  cnquir\-  that  I  might  \y& 
enabled  to  report  legally  asceitained  facts  to  tije  l^epartment.  but  I 
found  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  assemble  a  court  and  obtain  the 
testimony  of  tlie  witnesses  without  diverting  too  numy  vessels  and 
officers  from  the  far  more  imjwrtant  duties  of  the  blockade, 

I  have,  therefore,  deemed  it  best  for  the  interest  of  the  .st>rviec  to 
remove  Commander  Handy  without  the  formality  of  a  court  of  enquirv, 
and  have  placed  Lieutenant  Marcy  in  charge  of  the  Viuc^imea  until  tfio 
pleaiiure  of  the  Dei>artmcnt  be  made  known.  Commander  Handy  htus 
orders  to  return  liome  in  the  Jii-st  supply  steamer  that  may  arri^■e  htuI 
re|K)rt  by  letter  to  the  Department.  A  copy  of  his  report  to  me  is 
herewith  tnmsmUtcd,  also  copies  of  rejx>rt'*  from  Commander  French 
and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow,  and  a  copy  of  a  second  report 
from  C'aptain  I'ope. 

I  will  here  state  tliat  Lieutenant  C^omnianding  Winslow,  in  the  Watet* 
Wiff:A,  with  one  HHed  IJ  iMjnnder  howitzer,  actually  covered  the 
retreat,  and  not  only  this,  fnit  took  in  tow  and  brought  otf  in  safety 
a  small  prize  schooner  which  had  l»een  aliandoned.  He  is  worthy  of 
promotion. 

C/onnnaiuier  Alden,  of  the  Smith  Caro/ota^  has  also  proved  himself 
an  exceedingly  eflioient  and  valuable  officer.  1  hope  ttie  Department 
will  nnike  an  arrangement  by  which  he  may  Ih'  placet!  in  command  of 
one  of  the  lai*ger  Kteum  gimboatd  which,  1  undcnttund,  arc  fitting  for 
this  sbition. 

This  unfortunate  oecuiTencc  has  completely  deranged  all  my  plana. 
1  am  now  tied  to  this  place  until  an  increa^ie  of  force  arrives,  having 
no  vessel  to  blockade  this  Pass. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that  soon  after  my  arrival  here  the  /vi/  and 

another  renel  steamer  (name  unknown)  cnme  down  the  Pn«s  to  recon- 

noiter.     I  directed  the  commanders  of  the  S(Hff/i  OiroUmi  and  Wiifer 

II  itch  to  cross  the  Imr  in  cbase.     They  pursued  the  rebel  boats  several 
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miles  beyond  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  when,  iindini^r  that  tlioy  were 
nnatilo  to  close  with  thoni.  they  trnvi^  ii|>  the  rhase;  ii  minil>*'r  of  shot*f 
were  exrhan]GfiMl,  hut,  owin«r  txi  tin-  lontr  nm^c,  without  iimiked  ciroct. 

The  iiirhiiitmfiy  III  eoDipany  with  the  Citiflvf%  Is  nmv  hlorkadin^j 
Pu.->s  a  I'Outre.  hut  it  is  iiuportaut  that  she  .sh<>uhl  hv.  ivlirved  f^  80011 
us  posrtihle,  that  she  may  be  taikeii  into  smooth  water  to  re|»iiir  the 
injury  done  by  the  stt*)ini  mm. 

The  VincefiiuM  has  now  liut  four  8-inch  ^uns;  six  of  the  l*-inch 
int^Mihid  for  the  battery  are  still  on  the  deck  of  the  liuhtnond.,  and  a^ 
fouj-  are  as  many  us  it  is  prudiMit  for  her  to  carry  in  nmjfh  water,  I 
shiilJ  order  twn  transferred  to  the  Vinctnnm^  shouUI  I  Hiul  she  can  be 
litted  to  carry  them. 

The  sehouner,  on  board  of  which  were  the  four  lemainintj  guns, 
h);iu^  a  chartered  vessel,  I  thouifht  it  desirable  that  she  shouUlhe  dis- 
charged as  soon  as  possil>le.  1  have  therefor  sent  her,  under  convoy 
of  thn  \V<iti*r  Witch^  to  Ship  li*ian<l  to  lurid  tbeni,  as  I  do  not  consider 
It  advisable  to  erect  the  Imtterj' at  the  Head  of  the  l*a.sses  unless  we 
have  guns  of  equal  mn^e  with  those,  of  the  enemy  to  mount  there. 

I  am  under  jjreat  oblijrJiti'^ns  to  Colonel  Brown  for  the  loan  of  the 
two  ritled  Parrott  guns,  and  also  for  placiug  at  my  disi)o«il  the  army 
steamer  ^ft'(.'U•llnlt  to  convey  them. 

t_'ui)tuin  Gray,  whocomuiarHlsthe  MrC/efhn^  wfli*  exceedingly  active 
in  uldiug  our  ships  whoa  aground  in  the  South  West  Pass.  ^le  suc- 
c»M'ded.  alone,  in  lloatijig  the  Rirhmond^  and  then  aided  Dommander 
Aldeii,  of  the  Sfnifh  (Uro/ina,  iu  getting  off  the  Vtncentie^  And  bring- 
ing her  safely  over  the  bar. 

riie  day  jirevious  to  leaving  the  anchorage  ofl  Port  Pickens  1  dis- 
)atclu'd  the  frigat<»  Pofot/iac  to  Ship  isUiud.  a  second  case  of  sniaU|>ox 
iiaving  appeared  on  board, 

I  directed  Captain  l*owell  to  land  the  patient  on  the  island,  and  to 
n'Uiain  to  blockade  the  enlraiice  of  MissLssij»pi  Sound. 

I  have  since  instructed  him  to  have  the  tour  IXineh  guns  which  I 
sent  by  the  schooner  Gf/H'n  mounted  in  the  fort,  and  to  land  from 
his  ship  a  sutiicient  force  to  work  tbeni. 

It  is  very  importjuit  that  there  should  be  a  depot  on  this  station. 
Key  West  is  too  distjint.  A  more  centra!  locuttoti  i-*  desirable.  I 
have  not  yet  had  it  in  niy  power  tu  visit  Shin  Island,  but  from  the 
information  I  have  received  in  regard  to  it.  I  think  it  combines  the 
two  most  essential  recjuisites,  viz.,  safe  anchorage  and  smooth  water, 
and  would  therefore  reeomniend  it  its  a  suitable  place. 

My  reasons  for  proposing  the  establishment  of  a  depot  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ist.  It  is  both  difficult  and  tediotis  to  <'oal  shins  at  sea,  even  when  it 
is  calm;  the  swell  renders  it  imi>ossible  to  haul  the  large  coAl  ships 
alongside  without  injury  to  both  vessels.  The  coaling,  therefore,  has 
to  bo  done  with  boat.s,  and  not  only  consumes  much   time,  but  fre- 

3ucntly,  for  days  together,  the  water  is  90  rough  that  nothing  can  be 
one. 

2d.  Jt  is  necessary  for  these  large  coal  ships  to  retain  one-third  of 
their  cargo  for  ballast  until  they  reach  some  port  where  sand  can  l>e 
obtained;  this  is  plenty,  and  easily  procured  at  Ship  Island.  One 
ship  could  he  anchored  there  to  receive  the  coal  which  the  others  have 
retiiineil  us  ballast,  and  they  be  dispatched  without  delay  for  u  further 
supply. 
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3d.  A  hospitiil  for  thi»  si|uu(lron.  iit  which  any  eiwow  of  infections 
disenso  niiji^ht  ho  liindofl.  is  vorv  important.  On  this  island,  there  is, 
I  am  informt^d,  a  building-  fornh-rly  urciipicd  hy  the  kee|)or  of  the 
lijfht-house,  whirh  can  Im  tittcd  up  for  this  purpose. 

ThiTo  arc  also  st'vi'nil  other  buildings  and  shrds  and  siitticiont 
luinhor  to  pifpare  additional  slu-lter.  should  it  ho  noodod.  Tho  island 
also  affords  wood,  and  I  think  water. 

By  keopiiijf  one  or  two  sleaniers  luovinjj  up  and  down  thu  roa.'^t,  to 
relieve  Ihe  vessels  one  at  a  tinie,  they  might  ea4'h,  in  turn,  pi-occed  to 
tho  island,  pixiouro  eoal,  wood,  watt'r,  store*;,  and.  if  necessary,  inako 
repair;',  and  in  a  few  days  Iw  ImicU  on  their  stations. 

It  will  lie  neei'ssju'v,  however,  should  this  he  done,  to  koopa  Iienvily 
armed  ship  aSwsiys  there  to  art  as  ii  guard,  unless  it  should  Im-  <liN-ideH 
to  giirrison  the  fort. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  found  the  nteanier  Jftintsvi//*'  here. 
She  liud  been  sent  fur  hy  Captain  l*opo  to  aid  in  getting  the  rthijig 
atloat,  hut  did  not  arrive  in  tinie- 

Iler  commander  reported  her  untit  for  service.  I  therefore  onlered 
a  survey  (a  copy  of  whidi,  marked  '^A,"  I  inch)se)  and  lind  it  neces- 
sary to  send  her  to  Key  Wei<t  for  tt^mponiry  re|)airs.  Were  it  iKissi- 
ble  to  spare  her,  she  ought  to  be  sent  home,  as  «hc  needs  a  thorough 
overhauling,  never  having  been  an  elticient  vessel. 

I  have  to  reijuest  (hat  the  Denartnient  will  not  dispatch  any  nior^ 
flailing  ves-sels  to  this  .stitlion;  tliey  would  only  Ik'  an  incundirnnce-. 
Tho  smallest  steamer,  mounting  ore  heavy  rifled  gun.  would  be  nion* 
serviceable  than  a  heavy  sailing  frigate;  ten  such  couUl  lie  furniHlieti 
at  the  same  cost. 

I  must  here  nienlion  that  I  have  received  information  that  the  rolielH 
are  fitting  a  floating  battery  and  several  steam  gunbojits  in  Mississippi 
Sound,  also  an  iroiiilud  steamer,  mounttug  four  heavy  guns,  in  Ber- 
wick 1^3'.  Should  our  sailing  ships  be  anchoit'd  close  in  to  blockade, 
the  lighter  ones,  in  a  calm,  would  be  at  the  meri'y  of  these  steamers. 

1  learn  aUo  from  the  crew  of  the  prize  schooner  Btinutnl^  which 
ewa|H>d  a  few  days  since  fri>ni  Mobile,  that  at  that  place  three  steamers 
are  being  Htb'<l  as  gunl>oats,  with  one  or  two  heavy  guns  ejich;  a  tUj«l- 
ing  battery,  somewhat  similar  (o  the  one  used  at  (■harleston  in  the 
attack  on  Kort  Sumter,  is  being  prejmred;  the  steamers  plying 
between  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  have  l»een  anned  and  Grant  s  Piitm 
protected  b)'  a  liatterv  mounting  four  heavy  guns,  two  of  which  are 
rifled. 

These  men  also  state  that  an  F^tern  man  has  taken  a  contract^  and 
is  now  employed  rilling  all  the  guns  at  Fort  Morgan. 

I  mention  all  these  fiu'ts  in  order  to  show  the  Department  the  aljso- 
lute  necessity  of  an  immediate  and  lurgo  incn'ase  of  sttauu  force  Xa> 
this  station,  as  there  is  not  one  single  [wint  that,  in  my  opinion,  is 
suflicieiilly  guai-ded. 

1  enclose  a  statement  (marked  "li")  of  the  numlnT  and  ixwition  of 
vejisels  which  I  consider  necessary  to  make  a  thoroughly  etfeclivo 
blockade  of  the  coast  of  the  Gnlf. 

I  am.  vcrv  resjx'ctfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant. 

\Vm.  W.  McKkan, 
Fituj-  (fjfir»T^  Cmnmajulfng  Gulf  Bfochuiintj  St/imdrtm. 
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Beport  of  Oommaiider  Handy,  "i..  B.  H%vj,  Commanding  U.  8.  ship  YlnconnM. 

L\  S.  8uir  ViNCKNNKS, 

Slit:  I  have  to  r(»port  \\\y  safe  ai*rival  at  thin  place,  baviug  U'ft  the 
Hofttl  of  the  Pii.ssc.son  the  I'Jth  inwtjLiit  in  <-<>tnpany  with  the  Rh^hniotnl 
uiid  }*i'ihi,-.  On  my  route  down  it  was  uiv  misfortune  (a8  anticipated) 
to  tjround  some  distance  from  the  l>ar,  ^o\\\%  head  on.  The  thi-eeves- 
sL'l-i  were  pui-stied  )»y  rebel  armed  steamers,  who,  after  awhile,  coiu- 
menoed  a  brisk  tirin^^.  The  Vlncit\ntR  not  f>oin{»*  able,  from  her  situ- 
ation, to  brinj;  her  broadside  ^una  to  bear  on  the  enemv,  I  to<jk  down 
all  the  ('aiiiri  bulkheads  and  i^^used  two  of  the  y-ineh  sliell  guns  to  be 
nin  out  of  tlie  stern  tK>rtri;  conliruied  a  sharp  liiiu^  with  them  until 
the  si;;nul.  No.  1  (as  understttod  on  Ixiard  this  shij)),  was  displayed 
from  tlic  Richmond.  1  continued  mv  tiring,  however,  for  some  time 
afterwards.  I  then  directed  the  othcers  and  crew  to  repair  to  the 
Richnnmd  vkWiX  Woter  W/tfh,  Previtiusly  to  leavinjr  this  ship  I  caused 
a  tdow  match  to  be  place<l  in  the  nmiraztne,  which  fortunately  did 
not  cause  an  explosion.  I  then  reported  myself  to  Captain  I'ope. 
Ascertainiuj^  from  him  that  there  was  a  misunderstnudinif  about  the 
sig-nal,  I  repaired  with  the  officers  and  crew  on  board  the  Rlchuifmd 
to  the  Vr/icnuif'M,  olitnininj^  his  permission  1^  throw  overUiard  the 
fourteen  3i{-poundery,  i-ound  shot^  and  any  articles  that  might  have  a 
teudeucy  to  tighten  the  ship,  an  1  was  more  than  anxious  to  save  her 
from  the  grasp  of  the  rebels,  fe(^iing  that  the  vessel  was  of  moit^  value 
to  the  Government  than  the  guns.  Although  the  shin  was  lightened 
hy  the  opemtion,  Htill  it  wa?*  not  tiuilicient  to  float  her,  Imt  the  day  fol- 
lowing 1  wius  relieved  from  my  embarrassing  situation  by  the  steamers 
iV/M/A  C'/iro/iiiirnnd  MtCft:f/an. 

1  trust,  sir,  that  wy  conduct  will  meet  with  ytmr  entire  approlmtion, 
govei'ned  a**  ]  was  from  a  strict  sense  of  duty. 

]  am,  sir,  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant. 

KOHKKT  Handv, 

Onnmandifr. 

Flag-Officor  McKkas,  V.  S.  Navy. 


Additional  nport  of  Captain  Fop«,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  B,  Kicbmond 

U.  8.  S.  Richmond, 
Of  PoMi  ft.  r  Outre,  Miwiimppi  Rk^er,  Oekther  17^  ISGI. 

Sir:  My  report  to  you  in  reg»rd  to  our  leaving  the  Head  uf  the 
Passes  having  been  niiide  in  a  great  hurry,  in  order  t<t  acquaint  y<»u 
;is  soon  as  possible  rtf  ihe  leuding  facts  of  the  ctwe  many  incidentN 
ivere  omitted  which  I  will  now  rei>ort. 

After  the  lirst  bh»w  given  to  this  ship  by  the  ram.  on  ihe  morning 
of  the  Itith  instant,  it  reiuaiiieil  under  our  port  (juarter.  ai)jjarently 
(Mideavoring  to  tix  herself  in  a  [nisition  to  give  us  u  second  blow,  fait 
the  slipping  of  our  chain,  and  the  ship  ranging  ahead  under  steam, 
frustrated  the  object.  The  nun  drop|ied  astern,  but  soon  gathered 
headway  and  rangi'd  our  port  beam,  receiving  the  lire  of  our  i)ort  but 
tery.  some  guns  of  which  were  discharged  twice.  It  then  range<l 
ahead,  passing  up  the  river,  receiving  the  fire  of  the  port  battery  of 
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the  Prthh^  oisiipppiirinjr  in  the  darknoss.  (hviritr  to  thn  dnrlniess 
\^^!i  mialilo  ti)  s<*o  tfio  i^ffpct  of  our  shot  inx>n  lier,  fnit  sonio  utBccr^jire 
of  thi'  oniiiutri  th«'V  hfunl  shot  strike  tne  i-ain.  I  jKLssed  tho  Prthh 
lui'l  stood  lip  tho  river,  wlicii  Actinjf  Muster  Wih'ox  roportinj^r  wo  uvro 
p^ttinjj  tot)  rk)sn  to  tho  starlnwinl  shdro,  the  hehii  was  put  up  and 
the  ship  rapicily  foil  otf,  presenting'  her  hroaflside  up  ana  down  thi» 
river.  As  soon  ju*  she  Imd  tlrifted  near  the  I  loud  of  tho  Passes,  inof- 
fectunl  iittenipts  wero  nmdo  to  jjet  her  head  upstream,  when  I  found 
myself  ti  inih^  and  a  h;ilf  down  the  South  West  Pass.  I  then  put  the 
helm  tip,  continued  down  the  river,  honin""  to  he  ahle  to  pet  her  head 
round  olf  Pilot  Town.  In  dnini^  Ihis  sue  drifted  some  distance  helow, 
jfroundinjj  hi*oadside  to.  Soon  after  this  the  enemy  opened  thoir  tire 
upon  lis.  whieh  was  kept  up  for  alioiit  two  hours.  The  day  In^forp 
leiiviiitr  the  Head  of  the  Pusises  1  had  sueceedod  in  pWiiijr  one  of  oiir 
I  X-ijirhlM(jadsidepuns  on  the  tongallunt  forecastle,  ^ivinjj  a  long  ran^c, 
and  it  was  continually  tired  during  the  cnga;ycmcnt. 

Ahout  J>  o'clock  a.  ni.,  during  the  tiring-,  it  was  reported  to  me  that 
several  hoats  iilled  with  men  were  leavinjj  the  Miutmucni  some  went 
on  hoard  the  U7///-r  ItV^-A,  others  came  to  this  ship.  In  a  few  min- 
utes Communih'r  Handy,  with  sevei-al  of  his  officers,  came  on  hoanU 
Commander  Handy  havinnf  wnipped  around  his  waist  in  )»road  foldn 
an  American  tint.'.  x\\m\  upon  hein^  asked,  stated  he  had  ahandoued  his 
shij)  in  ohedience  to  siirnaK  Heinjf  told  no  such  sij^nnl  had  heen  nmdo, 
he  msisted  he  so  read  it;  that  Captnin  Winslow  had  so  ivad  it.  The  fol- 
lowing,' day  Lieutenant  Conunandin^  Winslow,  Ihmulj  a-sked,  remarked, 
he  saw  no  such  siynal;  tliat  whiMi  he  was  asked  hy  one  of  C'aptain 
Hundy^  ofiicers  if  (hat  was  tlie  meaninj^  of  the  signal,  sent  word  to 
CftPtflin  Handy  that  it  was  imp<:wsihle  to  get  guns  out  of  his  stern  porta 
una  tight  his  sliip.  As  soon  as  it  was  thought  from  the  description  of 
tho  slow  match  that  it  had  gone  out,  Captjiin  Handy,  his  oihcers  and 
crew,  returned  to  their  ship.  ]u  the  evening  I  received  a  note  from 
Captain  Hundy.  n  copy  of  which,  and  my  reply,  is  enclosed. 

After  I  had  taken  the  guns  and  ammunition  from  the  MrC'hlhin  she 
was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  Vhceuntus^  and  endeavored  to  gt^t  her 
artoat;  in  the  meantime  1  carried  out  a  stream  anchor  from  thin  ship 
astern,  and  after  unsuccessful  attempts  fur  two  or  three  liuurs  the 
JfvCM/ftn  returned  to  this  shin  and  wil-s  lathed  alongside  to  wait  until 
a  rise  of  tho  tide.  At  early  daylight  uf  the  13th  insUnt  tho  .SViv//* 
CawViiii^  Commander  Alden,  came  in.  and  I  directed  him  to  proceed 
and  if  possihlo  get  the  VincenDen  afloat.  Soon  after,  this  shin  was  got 
afloat,  tier  head  downstream,  and  the  JfcClMm  was  instantly  cast  off 
and  went  to  lussist  in  getting  the  Vincennrn  afloat.  As  there  wius  not 
room  for  this  ship  to  lay  at  anchor,  or  tn  turn  to  point  her  head  up  the 
stream.  I  hud  no  other  alternative  than  to  cross  the  har  and  aru'hor 
outside.  My  mind  was  very  nmch  relieved,  knowing  that  the  arma- 
ment of  four  riHed  guns  on  board  the  Mc<'i'U>in^  together  with  tlic 
long  gun  of  the  S'^ufh  Carolhm^  would  keep  the  enemy  at  hay.  At 
ahout  2  p.  m.  the  Vhivennat  was  got  atloat,  crossed  the  bur,  and  anchored 
near  this  ship,  and  tho  Stmth  Cfirvllna  was  immediately  dispatched  t4> 
Pass  k  rOutrc  to  guard  that  place  until  I  could  send  him  a  relief. 

My  retreat  down  tho  l*ass,  although  painful  to  nie,  wa-s  to  save  the 
ships,  hy  preventing  them  being  sunk  and  fulling  into  tinvhauds  of  the 
enemy,  and  it  was  evident  to  me  they  had  u>  in  thi'ir  power  by  the 
operation  of  the  ram  and  tiro  ruft^s.     If  I  have  erred  in  all  thiN  matter 
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it  IS  an  prror  of  jiidj^inont;  the  whole  iiffiiii*  ounie  upon  ino  so  suddenlj- 
thnt  no  time  v,i\<  toft  for  roricotion,  but  called  for  immctlitite  action 
and  decision. 

The  ram  littviiifr  made  it^  appearance  the  next  day  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  the  impression  is  slie  sustained  no  injury  from  our  sliot, 
oidy  waitinjj  iin  opportunity  to  destroy  the  ships. 

It  having-  been  rumored  tlioro  wn.s  a  panic  on  l>oard  this  ship  at  the 
time  she  was  etipi^ed  with  tho  enemy,  I  stiite  it  to  Ife  false;  liolh  offi- 
cers and  nieij  exhibited  the  utmost  coolness  and  determination  to  do 
their  duty.  My  orders  and  those  of  all  the  oHiccrs  were  carried  out 
with  as  much  coolness  as  if  it  had  )>een  an  everyday  affair,  and  their 
whole  conduct  merits  hif^h  commendation,  and  t^ey  would  feel  j^rati- 
tied  to  prnve  their  l»mvcry  by  beinjf  permitted  to  take  part  in  the 
contemplated  attack  on  Pensacola,  as  requested  in  notes  from  me  to 
you  oil  this  subject.  In  both  cng^apements  with  the  enemy  the  whole 
(ire  appeared  to  Iw  directed  to  the  destruction  of  this  ship,  most  of 
the  shot  lieing  apparently  directed  to  the  ipiarlcr  of  this  vesiwd,  pre- 
sumed for  the  pnii)osi>  of  disabling;"  our  rudder  and  pn^peller, 

I  omitted  in  my  ha.>ty  report  to  mention  the  essential  aid  1  have 
received  from  Captain  (iray,  eomnuindin^  the  army  tmnsport  Jfct'/vf- 
hfUy  in  getting  tliis  ship  and  the  Vf/icfn/ifj*  afloat.  From  Lieutenant 
Coimuandinjj  A\'inslow,  conmiandin^j  the  Watt'f  HV^c'A,  I  received  every 
jX)Hsiblo  assistance  that  could  be  rendered. 

I  directed  Commander  French,  of  tho  P/ch/e,  as  soon  ar.  it  could  he 
done,  to  pro*:eed  to  Pass  a  I'Outre  to  j::inird  that  entrance.  This  he  was 
unable  to  do  at  the  time;  the  wind  Iieinp  ahead  and  u  stronj^  current 
U>  leeward,  lie  was  Imrely  able  to  hold  his  own.  He  came  in  and 
anchored,  and  reported  to  me  he  was  iiuite  out  of  wooil  and  coal.  1 
told  him  be  could  procure  wottd  idl  the  North  Fast  Pass,  where  he 
would  be  statioued  after  the  arri\'al  of  one  of  the  steamers  at  PasB  k 
rOutre. 

He  replied  it  was  impo^isible  to  ^et  wood  there,  and  earnestly 
requested  to  go  to  Ship  l.s]an<l,  where  he  would,  in  two  days,  procure 
wood  sufficient  for  himself  and  the  Vln^cennes.  1  reluctintU"  consented 
tx>  his  doing  so,  knowing  that  one  of  the  steamers,  either  the  South 
CaroUmi  ov  J[i/!>iiiiuUt\  would  reach  Pass  a  rOuti*e  in  advance  of  him. 

All  of  svhich  is  respectfidly  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Popk, 

Captain, 

Flag-Othcer  \Vm.  AV.  McKkan, 

CoinmandliHj  Oulf  Blvckadliuj  Sqimdron. 

P.  S. — ^This  and  my  first  report  t^  you  embrace  all  the  fact«  to  mv 

I>est  recollection,  and  if  they  are  not  satisfa^'tory  1  reHjjcctfully  ask 
for  a  court  of  enquiry  \\\  the  matter;  and  if  it  can  not  l>e  gmnted  with- 
out detriment  to  the  service  at  this  time,  that  it  nuiy  be  referred  ti>  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

JOUN    PoPK. 

[KiH'lnmire  1.] 

Sir:  We  are  aground.  We  Imvo  only  two  guns  that  will  bear  in  the 
direction  of  the  enemv.  SLiiIl  I  ivnmin  on  board  after  (he  moon  goes 
down,  with  my  crippfed  ship  and  worn-out  meni  Will  you  sencfme 
word  what  eoinitersign   my  bimts  -^hall  u>e  if  we  pass  near  your  ship? 
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Wliil^^  wc  hnvo  tnoonlight,  would  it  nut  \>v.  Uitter  to  leave  the  shipi 
Slmll  1  )iarn  bor  wlioii  I  IrHVO  liori 
Respectfully. 

RrtllKRT   HaXUV. 

[BnelosaK  2.1 

U.  S.  S.  KtCHMOXD, 
Souf/i  We^t  P^t^s,  Octfifirf  /^,  J8G1. 

Sir:  You  say  your  ship  i.s  aground.  It  will  >w  your  duty  Ut  d**fend 
youi  ship  up  to  Iho  last  nn»riiciit.  and  n<»t  to  lire  her.  except  it  be  to 
prevent  uer  frotu  i'alling  into  the  hand.'^  of  the  enemy. 

I  <U)  not  think  the  enemy  will  he  down  to-night,  but  in  eane  they  do, 
tight  tb^ni  to  the  last. 

You  have  boatj^  enough  to  save  all  vour  men.  J  do  not  approve  of 
vour  leaving  your  whip  until  every  effort  to  defend  her  from  falling 
Into  their  liands  is  made. 

liesijeetfully,  your  obedient  .•*enant, 


Commander  H.  Handt, 

Coinitutndi'n<f  U.  S.  Shij*  Vtnrenneft. 


John  Poi'R, 


Seport  of  Commander  French,  U.  8.  RaTy,  commanding  tJ.  8.  ship  Preble. 

L'.  S.  Ship  I'keulk, 
Of  Smdh  Wtat  I'a^,  M!i<diiHippi  Rh','i\  (h'tJw,'  M^,  186 J, 

Sir:  In  o}»edienro  to  your  order,  I  have  to  make  to  you  the  follow- 
ing st«t*'nn^ril  of  the  <x':currenw.s  at  the  Head  of  the  Pa-ssew  on  the 
miuning  of  the  VM\\  in^t^int: 

This  ship  wu.'^  anchored  alMuit  loO  or  200  yards  dixUnt  from  the 
Richmomt  \iK\i\  about  two  points  on  her  starboard  liow,  being  tin*  most 
advanced  ship  of  the  foncs  tliern  at  anehor.  I  had  l>ef'n  on  dt»ck 
most  of  the  time  during  the  night,  bad  left  it  but  a  short  time  previ- 
ouhIv,  and  wiw  lying  in  my  berth  asleep  with  all  my  elotbes  on,  when 
a  midshipman  nisbod  into  the  cabin  exriaiming.  "Captuiu,  here  is  a 
steamer  right  alongside  of  us."  I  sprang  instantly  <indeok;  the  onler 
had  already  Ih'ou  gi^en  to  beat  to  cpiarters  and  the  men  were  then 
assend)Iing  at  their  guns.  This  was  ai)Out  3:40  a.  m.  The  moon  hud 
set,  or  was  ob.s(ure(r  by  rbnids,  and  the  night  somewhat  dark,  with  the 
wind  from  the  northward.  As  I  passed  outof  my  cabin  on  my  >\ay  to 
the  tb-^^k  1  saw  through  a  port  an  indeserilwible  object  not  :?0  yards 
distant  from  our  quarter,  moving  with  great  veloeity  toward  the  l>ow 
of  tlie  RirhiH*md.  My  ordei^  from  the  senior  oHicer  were  in  the  event 
of  discovering  any  danger  at  night  to  bui.st  a  red  light  at  the  gatt. 
ThiM  hud  been  done  by  the  otlioer  of  the  deck,  instantly,  on  the  dis- 
covery of  the  object,  which  wa«  lirst  seen  about  15  or  20  feet  directly 
ahead  of  this  ship,  and  drifting  with  the  current  direetly  toward  us;  not 
a  swck  of  light,  smoke,  or  awy  moving  thing  could  be  seen  on  (»r  in  it, 
aud  it  looked  somewhat  like  a  huge  whale  in  the  water.  Theinstuntthe 
iKTsons  on  Tionrd  of  it  discovfuvd  our  mmements  it  seemed  to  change 
it<  direction  to  avoid  us  and  made  directs  for  the  Rir/u/i'md.  In  un 
instant  bngo  clouds  of  the  densest,  blackest  smoke  rolled  up  from  it, and 
we  all  exi>ected  to  set;  her  blown  up,  but  afterwards  concluded  it  must 
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hiivo  >n'on  the  r;iin.  (if  wliich  we  hail  Ihhmi  tolil  .-o  iinu-h.  It  next  tjuuiii 
it8  appciiniine  iihiiiit  ji  hiindivd  yiinls  distant,  iiiul  diri'ctly  itbotuu  of 
thin  >^nlp,  wheri!  it  hiy  tjuiptly  for  u  few  minutes,  apjiurcntly  hesitating 
whether  to  come  iit  iw  uv  not.  1  instaeitly  opmwl  niv  port  Imttery 
and  ffHVo  her  throe  broailsideH  in  rapid  siu'ccssujn,  tht^  /iir/if/iotn/  also 
firing.  .Shethrn  slowly  st<?ained  up  the  river,  and  when  on  our  port 
how  threw  up  a  iXK-ket.  This  ship  had  heen  lying  all  the  time  with  a 
range  of  only  15  fathoms  cable,  in  readiness  to  shp  iit  ease  of  emer- 
gency. Wiiih' iiriiijf  at  liim  word  was  iMis-sed  "that  tht^  Rit-hinond  was 
goin^'  abesid  of  us  and  to  liold  our  Hre.  '  I  was  directing  ti»e  firing  at 
the  l»attory,  and  hearing  it,  looked  out  of  a  port  and  saw  that  she  was 
astern  Itsinly  lai)ping  my  quarter,  and  therefore  tontinued  mv  fir- 
ing until  lln^  ram  was  out  of  line  of  pointing.  1  at  onee  manned  my 
deek  tackle  (for  my  capstan  bjus  heen  crippled  since  the  luinieano  at 
Key  West,  and  1  am  therefore  compelled  to  use  deck  tackles)  and 
began  to  heave  in  my  chain.  Immediately  on  the  rocket  lieing  thrown 
up  from  the  ram,  three  bright  lights  were  seen  c<miingdown  the  river 
directJA'  toward  this  shin,  which  wo  at  fii*st  supposed  to  1m?  steamei's 
cou»ing  to  attack  us.  They  soon,  however,  in<reascd  so  rapidly  in 
size,  that  we  wei-e  fully  convinc^^d  they  were  tire  ships,  and  such  they 
proved  to  Iw.  I  was  then  working  smartly  with  my  de4*k  tarkle,  and 
should  have  succeeded  in  weighing  my  anchor,  when  it  was  renorted 
to  me  that  the  ^/c//;/*<///r/ wai^  steaming  down  the  river.  1  could  not 
and  would  not  believe  it  possible  until  I  ran  aft  and  saw  her  astern  aud 
heading  down.  The  lire  ships  were  then  not  more  tiian  loo  yardsdis- 
tant,  directly  ahead,  and  coming  down  upon  this  ship.  At  the  urgent 
suggestion  of  the  first  lieutenant  and  other  oflicers,  I  then  giive  the 
order  to  muki*  sail  and  slip  tbo  i-ahle,  having  lirst  taken  oil'  the  slip 
buoy,  so  that  the  enrmy  sliould  not  easily  nhtain  it.  The  ship's  he2id 
wius  imrni'diatcly  headed  toward  the  South  West  l*uss,  ordei*s  to  that 
effect,  ill  the  event  of  our  being  obliged  to  slip  at  any  time,  having 
been  for  some  time  jjreviously  gis'eu  by  the  senior  ollicer  ]>resent. 
Tlie  rn<J!tHMit  this  ship  was  diseovered  by  the  lire  ships  (wlii<'h  were  in 
tow  <if  two  steam  tugs,  one  on  each  side)  to  be  underway,  their  direc- 
tion was  changed  toward  the  lifchimmd  and  Vincenne«y  whith  were  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and  below  this  ship.  Continuing  down 
the  river  I  came  up  with  the  Ji/rkwmuf^  which  was  burning  the  Cos- 
ton  signals,  and  passing  within  a  few  yards  of  his  st<>rn,  I  hailed  and 
said  "I  can  hear  your  orders;  what  are  theyC  The  answer  was 
"Proceed  down  the  Pass."  We  were  t*o  near  my  reply  was  made 
without  the  use  of  a  deck  trumpet.  1  continued  down  the  Pass  and 
soon  piHsed  by  thoT7wc<'///«'^^,  which  Hoon  after  signalized  to  Richmond., 
"8hal!  I  anchor,'"  which  was  answered  by  genei*al  signal  ** Cross 
the  bar.'*  Not  long  after  tlie  Vitwemun  was  discovered  to  l»e 
aground,  with  her  stern  up  the  river.  This  ship  shoitlv  after  took 
the  hcjttom,  and  1  feared  would  also  stick,  but  after  two  or  three  smart 
rolls  worked  herself  over  and  crossed  the  bar,  when  I  anchored  near  the 
coal  f-hips  AV//7t  and  N!yht.ingah^  to  protect  them  in  «wo  of  necessity. 
I  should  have  statc^l  that  the  tire  snips  were  towed  on  .shore  by  the 
enemy  at  the  Head  oi  the  Passes,  and  two  or  three  .steamers  were  .seen 
coming  rapidly  down  the  river  to  attack  the  ships.  The  liuhinojid  was 
at  that  timeslowly  moving  down,  WaUr  Witch  iwsi.sting  Vinctnius.  The 
engiigennent  had  now  coniuieni-ed  between  the  liirhmond^  Vi/iceniuitf 
and  WitUr  Wilch  on  our  side,  and  three  of  the  enemy'8  ateuniers,  one  of 
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them  iKMng"  a  Iiirge  hark-iigjjptl  vt'sst^l,  sulci  to  be  the  Mintmfm^  but 
now  called  the  Mclint\  two  otTier  steamers  were  also  in  (company,  but 
I  coiilil  iiiTreivo  no  tirin<,^  from  them.  At  this  time  Htgnal  wiis  made 
from  Rti'hhiuud  to  ships  (nitsidu  the  Imr  to  ^et  underway,  f.  of 
course,  oiHiyed  the  siLTial,  as  did  also  the  Knhn\  thti  Xifj/ifuif/a/r  bring 
ashore,  of  coui*se  could  not.  It  vms  not  lonp  before  we  dis<x)vcred  ihc 
lihhuond  to  be  aground;  the  (iring  contuuied  alx>ut  two  hours  or 
more,  when  the  enemy's  steamers  rotired  up  the  river.  .Mwiut  noon 
received  from  the  Watrr  W'itc/i  0  ofKcers  and  70  men  fnmi  the  T7/(- 
ct'HThs\  which,  we  then  learned,  h:id  been  abandoned. 

The  only  signals  I  saw  made  hy  the  Rirhmorul  duringthe  engage- 
ment were  those  made  to  this  ship,  and  one  other  to  Water  Wtteh^ 
*^ Engage  the  cnem3'." 

Kespectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  French, 
Commandifig  U,  S,  Shij>  Pfehle, 
Fiag-Ufticer  Wm.  MiiKkan, 

Offnvtfindiruj  (rn^f  Bh^hidlmj  Stjuadron^  U,  S»  S.  Niafjara, 


B«port  of  Lientonont  Wiulow,  U.  8.  Navy,  eommftoding  U.  8.  8.  Water  Viteh. 

U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 
Of  South  Wtst  Pa^,  Ovt^fHi-eJ^,  JS6J, 

Sre:  In  compliance  with  your  instruclioiLs,  the  following  statement 
of  the  recent  occurrences  in  the  Mississippi  River,  on  the  morning  of 
Saturdnv,  October  12,  18(11,  is  respectfully  suljmitted: 

The  irifA/'  ]V/frh,  aft<'r  lowing  a  scbtHiner  laden  with  coal  alongside 
the  fi/'r/u/iondf  had  anchored  tlic  i)rccoding  afternoon  on  lier  stai'- 
Ixjaiii  ijUftiter,  a  little  inshore,  and  the  Tilvhni^md  was  employed  during 
the  nrght  discharging  the  schooner,  which  was  made  fast  on  her  i>ort 
sid*'. 

Tlir  J'rfitti'  WHS  anchored  a  short  distance  ahead  and  on  the  sturboai'd 
bow  of  the  Rirhw'ipd^  and  the  VhtcmneH  lower  down,  cm  the  opjwsito 
side  of  the  river,  and  nearer  tlie  entnuice  of  the  South  West  Pass. 

The  URKMi  having  gone  down,  and  the  sky  l>eing  partially  overcast, 
tlie  night  was  dark  atid  every  way  favorable  to  the  openitions  of  the 
encmv.  Between  .'3:30  and  4  a.  m.  the  alanu  was  given  on  buard  tho 
T'/Y/Z/c,  a  snmll  prize  schooner  anchored  nearly  ahead  of  us,  the  officer 
in  charge  hading  tho  liithmond,  Uy  ap])rise  her  of  danger  from  a 
steanu*r  descending  the  river.  Almost  ininiedintely  after,  thecntsh  of 
a  collision  with  the  Richtntrnd  was  distinctly  audible  on  board  the 
W'tft:}'  Witch.  The  coal  schooner  was  next  observed  drifting  astern, 
and  apiuirently  in  contact  with  her  a  low,  dark  steamer  almost  obs<'urc<l 
with  a  dense  column  of  smoke.  The  petuliur  puffing  sound  of  a  high- 
pressure  engine  wa^  also  heard.  The  steamer  passed  near  the  llflAv 
Witrfu  steering  over  toward  the  VittcfnufXy  a.s  we  supposed,  but  soou 
turned  and  commenced  ascending  tho  river.  The  RlrJimoitiTs  hatteiy 
was  now  ojM'ned  on  her,  and  stMin  after  a  broadside  was  discharged 
from  the  JWhU. 

A  signal  rocket  was  then  thrown  from  the  steamer  toward  tho 
Rirfttfumd,  antl  shortly  afterwards  thive  dim  light**  apjx'ared  up  the 
river  in  the  vicinity'  (»f  the  »nistern  shore. 
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Thn  Rivhtiiond  Imviiig  now  slipjMMi  hrr  *-hani,  turned  her  hi.-ad  nlowly 
in  the  direction  of  tlie  yhuY/i/n'Ji,  and  iippivlieiidinj;  an  iinmcdiiito 
attack,  the  diaiii  of  tho  WaUr  Witch  was  also  slijuwd,  and  she  was 
Imrkrd  astern  a  short  distance  to  allow  the  prize  srhnonor /■ro/zV  to 
rast  anil  pa^.s  ht^r. 

The  Hjfhts  up  the  river  lapidly  inereju*iajr  and  expuiidintr,  were 
80on  ast-ertiiinea  to  pmreed  t'njin  three  lire  rafts,  ^rraduaily  driftinjj 
down  tf>ward  us,  and  it  was  now  doe  ncd  expedient  to  stoarn  over 
toward  the  oppositi.'  sliore.  As  we  patwed  the  Viur*'tm^H  nhe  wjw 
observed  to  be  underway  and  hoadinjj  downstrwuu.  A  nijjlit  ril^nal 
(interpreti'd  to  "acrt  at  disnreti«>n")  was  now  made  h\  the  Jii't'Iiinuiul 
and  soon  afterwaixls  the  Prehlf  also  passed  us,  steering  toward  the 
Sontli  West  PasH.  Finding  the  rtre  rafts  were  drifting  with  the  wind 
steadilv  over  toward  the  western  shore,  the  Wntrr  Witch  was  now 
steered  to  the  northward  and  eastward  (upstnmui)  and  ejisily  cleared 
them;  they  subsequently  stranded  on  the  western  Iwnk,  totrcther  with 
the  schooner  from  which  the  liichmoinl  had  been  coaling,  a  leaky 
prize  vessel  of  little  value,  with  no  men  on  iKiard. 

JgTiorant  of  the  exact  iKisition  of  the  squadron,  the  Wiitvr  Witch 
toward  daybreak  dropped  down  to  the  entrance  of  the  .South  West 
Pass,  and  with  the  earliest  lif^ht  (alwut  5:3»>  a.  m.)  made  out  the 
Hichinoml^  accompanied  by  the  sailing  vessels,  some  3  or  4  miles  down 
the  Pass,  steering  for  the  bar.  The  riv<*r  at  this  time  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Head  of  the  Passes  was  entirely  clear  of  the  enemy,  tmt  an 
officer  Hent  to  the  masthead  reported  the  smoke  of  four  steamers 
beyond  a  bend  in  the  ri\'er,  5  or  i>  miles  above  us,  besides  a  large 
bark-rigged  propeller  still  higher  up. 

Deeming  it  important  to  commuidcate  these  facts  to  the  senior 
ottiiC]',  and  apprenendtng  a  desitrn  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  run 
the  bark  out  to  sea  bv  lUt*  Pass  a  VOutre  (whi<'h  the  light  howitzer  bat- 
tery of  the  M^atrr  ^t^itr/^  would  have  proved  inadequate  to  prevent), 
she  was  now  steered  after  the  Riehmomi  fi.i  full  8|)eed,  stopping  her 
wheels  for  a  moment  only  to  take  in  tow  the  prize  schooner  rrollv^ 
which  was  dropping  astern  of  the  other  vessels. 

About  this  time  general  signal  No.  435  (cross  the  bar)  wa'*  made  by 
the  Rii'hiiiond.  On  ningiiig  alongside  that  ship  the  urgent  necessity 
of  an  iuunediate  return  to  the  Head  uf  the  Passes  was  represented, 
but  as  her  prupeller  was  in  motion.  I  am  not  sure  the  suggestion  was 
mtderstood.  An  order  vhxa  received  to  "get  the  slooj)  over  the  bar/' 
arid  the  importanee  of  the  RirhuumtTs  anchoring  at  once  (to  cover 
the  passage  out>  was  pressed  ifi  reply. 

The  Wtitt-r  Wit<;h  tlien  mnged  ahead  to  execute;  hiM-  orders.  Lieu- 
tenant Davis  (the  executive  officer)  wa-^  put  on  botird  the  PnMe  to 
pilot  her  out,  but  before  I  could  reach  the  VinrefUifs  she  had  unfortu- 
nately grounded  on  a  flat  U>  the  left  of  the  clamuel,  and  all  efforts  to 
tow  fier  afloat  proved  fruitless. 

The  liirhmttmL  in  attempting  to  turn  her  head  upstream,  als<i 
grounded  near  the  ViiiceitfifM.  The  PrM*'  was  safely  taken  over  the 
bar  by  Lieutenant  Davis^  who  promptly  returned  to  his  station  on 
board,  while  the  Water  Wltck  was  still  under  fire  of  the  enemy's 
Btcanu^rs. 

Finding  the  Heiul  of  the  Passes  evacuated,  the  Confederate  steamers 
followed  us  down  the  South  West  Pass,  the  It^y  lea4liag  and  opernng 
fire  on  the  liivkmond  at  a  long  range  with  a  hi^avy  rilled  gun.    Shortly 
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after,  tlu*  17//// /////vv  replied  from  u  IX-inch  shell  gun  mounted  on  the 
forecastle  and  a  rifled  howitzer  on  the  poop,  and  occasionally  from  her 
broadHide^rL-*.  Sij^nal  to  '"engage  tne  enemy."  being  also  made  to 
the  Water  WiUh,  our  efforts  to  relieve  the  Mnc*fun*r^  were  discontinued, 
and  our  rifled  l2-rK>uMder  howitzer  (the  only  gun  of  adequate  range  on 
board)  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Ivy, 

The  bark  (supposed  to  be  the  McRae)  having  also  got  within  range, 
commenced  tiring  with  a  rifled  or  Parrott  gun,  throwing  shot  and  shell 
beyond  the  Richmond  and  almost  down  to  the  bar. 

The  Richmond  succeeded  once  or  twice  in  backing  off  into  deeper 
water,  but  drifted  down  with  the  current  and  finally  grounded  again 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  l>elow  the  Vinccnne*f^  with  her  broadside  up 
the  river,  obliging  us  to  exercise  some  care  in  keeping  clear  of  the 
range  of  her  guns. 

Tiie  Vinc&//neMj  with  her  stern  upstream,  from  which  but  two  guns 
could  l>e  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy,  remained  in  a  critical  position, 
exposed  to  a  raking  fire.  A  signal  made  b}'  the  Richmond  at  this  time 
to  the  vessels  below  the  >>ar  (to  get  underwa3')  was  erroneously  reported 
to  Coninmnder  Hantly  as  a  signal  to  abandon  ship,  and  an  officer  was 
sent  to  me  from  the  VinctnnHH  to  ask  if  any  such  signal  had  l»ecn  made. 
The  Hubstanco  of  nij"^  replv  was  that  no  such  signal  had  been  made,  and 
that  Captain  Handy  shoufd  continue  to  defend  his  vessel.  Soon  after- 
wards, however,  several  boats  came  alongside  of  the  Water  Witch  with 
the  marine  guard  and  a  portion  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Vin- 
cemu'H.  Subsequently  Captain  Handy  with  the  remainder  repaired  on 
board  the  Richmond^  the  formidable  Ijattery  of  which  ship  alone  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  taking  possession  of  the  abandoned  vessel,  as 
the  Confedt^ratc  steamers  at  no  time  ventured  to  drop  within  effective 
range  of  her  ])roadside  guns, 

Between  0  and  10  a.  m.,  apparently  contented  with  the  result  of  the 
action,  tliey  ceased  firing  and  steamed  up  the  river. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  report  the  coolness  and 
steadiness  of  those  under  my  command  on  this  occasion,  as  well  while 
awaiting  in  uncertainty  and  obscurity  the  breaking  of  day  at  the  Head 
of  the  VuHses,  as  subsetjucntly  when  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

After  transferring  to  the  Preble  the  officers  and  men  of  the  VificinneSj 
who  had  tjiken  refuge  on  board  our  vessel,  the  Water  Witch  was  next 
engajjed  in  another  unsuccessful  attempt  to  get  that  ship  afloat.  Com- 
mander Handy  with  the  greater  part  ot  his  crew  having  returned  on 
board.  During  the  afternoon  the  steamer  MeCh'Uaii  arrived  from 
Fort  l*ick<wis  with  two  Parrott  guns,  which  were  immediately  placed  on 
board  the  Richmond.,  and  about  4  p.  m.  the  Water  Witch  was  dispatched 
by  Captain  Pope  to  comnuuiicatc  with  the  steamers  South  Carolina  and 
lIuntHcilte  (in  Harataria  and  Berwick  baj's),  takinj(  verbal  orders  to 
Conunander  Alden  to  proceed  to  Pivss  ii  TOutre  and  to  Conmiander 
Price,  to  join  the  Richmond  at  South  West  Pass. 

Ke^'retting   my  inability  to  communicate  more   lirieflv   a   faithful 
detail  of  the  events  of  the  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 
With  nmch  resi>ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

FUANCIS    WlXSLOW, 

Licutt-nanl^  ( 'onintandimf. 
Klag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  C idf  lilackadiny  St/uadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  Pope.  U.  S.  Kavy,  transmiUing  ccrtiflcate  of  Aciiag  Haicer  Wilcox, 
TI.  S.  Navy,  pilot  on  the  U,  B.  S.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

Sir:  Fl:itr-Offi<'er  Mt-Keati  infoniiiHl  im*  timt  iti  iiuikiiii^  u|>  his  dis- 
imU-lu's  to  IIr'  Nrtvy  l)e|mrttiMMit.  hi-  oniitled  (for  want  of  time)  stend- 
injr  the*  ciulusird  ciTtiiicatf,  and  dtrsiitMl  mo  li>  do  so. 

I  have  the  houortolio,  very  ifspectfiilly,  sir,  your  ohrdiont  servant, 

J  NO.   l*OI»E, 

Captain^  U,  S.  Kavy. 
Hon.  (iiDKON  Wkllks, 

6'etrtftort/ "J" f/ie  .V<"*y,   Wttshhujion^  I).  (\ 

[KuckHUrv.l 

U.  S.  S.  KiCHMONlJ, 

I  crrtify  that  I  artinl  as  pilol.  of  tlir  lilt'hintmti.  On  It^avinj^  the 
Hr^id  of  tlu^  Paysps  on  tlu'  l:ith  Ootohci.  stoani  was  np.  In  an  instjint, 
tli*^  cliaiiis  Hlipt>i*d;  found  wi'  had  beon  strm-k  l»y  a  ram;  tin-  ship  soon 
jTHtborcd  lirndway;  jMLsst'cl  alonjr  up  tho  river  sonn*  disLanct'.  whi-n  it 
\yi\H  ^liMi-ovcred  that  she  wius  in  close  proxiniily  to  thr  starboard  >hon\ 
fc>i»o  was  then  kept  away,  when  wo  fell  raj)idl.v  otf,  broadside  to  the 
eunvnt,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  we  discovered  imrsclven; 
not  bring  able  to  see  the  land,  at  the  entnince  of  the  South  West  Pas-s, 
ru]>idlvdriftiTij»' down,  and  riose  to  the  right-hand  shore,  and  in  iininp- 
diate  danj^er  of  grounding".  After  some  time  the  engine  was  reversed 
and  the  sliin  iMirked  to  the  opposite  side,  when  tlie  liohn  was  nut  hard 
to  port  and  the  ship  ranged  across  the  river  again,  but  still  laying 
broadside  to.  Owing  to  the  intense  darknestt,  caused  mostly  by  the 
n'lh'r'(i<>n  of  tire  rafts,  it  being  to  windward  <>f  us.  and  Iwing  in 
the  narrow  ]>art  of  the  river,  I  informed  C'antain  Pope  that  we  were 
too  far  down  the  river  to  attempt  getting  her  nead  r«^mnd,  and  advised 
to  (et  her  go  down  to  Pilot  Town,  when  I  thought  we  might  get  her 
hi'ad  up  the  river  under  steam.  As  soon  as  we  Iiad  arrived  near  to 
that  place,  the  hidm  wils  put  to  port,  the  siiip  came  up,  an<)  l>aying  off 
to  the  stream,  when  we  commenced  backing  and  going  ahead,  endeavor- 
ing to  get  her  head  up  the  nver,  but  on  getting  into  shoal  water,  the 
A\\u  biM'arnc  unnuinugcabic,  her  brad  going  round  to  port  and  firrounded; 
and  whi'u  wn  Hnated  nfi  there  \\\\s  Imt  one  alternative,  and  that  was  to 
cross  the  bar  or  go  ashore  again,  a^  there  was  not  room  to  wind  the 
whip.  On  going  down,  the  ship,  although  kept  in  the  best  water, 
rublied  on  what  is  supposed  to  be  a  sunken  wreck,  and  to  have 
attemptnd  lo  have  ronie  up  again,  owing  to  the  unnianagenble  state  of 
the  shij)  m  shoal  water,  would,  in  my  opinion^  have  gone  ashore  in 
si)ite  of  ail  exertions.  The  engines  of  this  ship  are  anything  but  reli- 
aolc,  more  particularly  in  reversing. 

I).  L.  Wiuox, 
Acting  M<Uiivt\  U.  S.  Aaut/, 
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Baport  of  Flag-Officer  McKean.  U.  S.  Navy,  tranimitting  report  of  a  bomrd  of  uurfwy  ob 
.    the  iiijiirlea  soBtainsd  by  the  U.  8.  8.  Bichmond. 

U.  S.  Fi-AcwHiP  Niagara, 
fjf^  South  WfiH  PatiA^  MiwiitHij>pt  \Rirrr\.  yftu-jnhrr  7,  t8€l. 
Slit:  I  luM'owith  tninsniit  reports  of  survev  upon  the  U.  8.  8.  Jiic/i- 
jiwnf/..  also  iijKjn  NtihoomM"**  hzUda^  •/.  //.  7'f*>nu\  iu«l  litinmiul.  The 
J.  II.  Toont-  was  8ul>sequent1y  rooapturcd  bv  the  enemy  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Kiver  on  the  l^tii  ultimo.  Ttio  Kst'/dd  is  now  titled  an  a  tender 
to  I  lie  U.  S.  S.  South  Cfir'>fhio.  and  hits  a  24-poundei'  howitzer  oti  a 
circle.     The  Jiomtfrtf  was  run  on  shore  and  is  a  wreek. 

Forty  Enfield  rifles  and  two  looise  ninskets.  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
./.  //.  */'ftfOit\  which  had  I>een  taken  an  tK>ard  the  Hirhmoua  without 
my  knowled^*',  are  sent  hy  the  wteauier  Rhodf  hlamU  w'jth  inxtructiona 
to  Lieutenant  CoMmmndint^  Trenchard  tx>  deliver  thciu  to  the  U.  S- 
mait«bal  in  New  York. 

lam.  reHi)ei'tfiiIl\%  your  olM»d!ent  .servant, 

■  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Jh^hfj-OjffictTi'y  Chmmandiny  Gulf  JilocJcading  Sqnfidjfm-. 

Hon.  UiDEON  Wkllfjs, 

Secrdanj  of  tht"  ^avy,  WaMnt/twi,  I).  O. 

[Rnck>■ll^l^] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Off  South   HW  ]\m,  (hU^trr  ;6".  IHGl. 
Sib:  Jn  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  dat<»,  herewith  enclosed,  we 
haye  exninined  the  injury  sustained  I»y  the  t^  S.  S.  lilchmo/nl  tvoni  a 
steam  ram,  and  find  that  three  of   her  outside  plunks  umler  the  \tovi 
fore  channels  arc  hrukeii   below  the  water  line  l>ctweefi  two  timher?^. 
eansinjr  a  consideral>le  h^uk,  which   hius  heen  temporarily  stopjM'd,  .mo 
that  she  is  reporti'i)   ((»  muke  S  ineJies  of  water  in  twentv-four  hours. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  cjiiven  the  ship  in  smooth 
water  four  or  hve  si  rakes  to  repair  the  damage  tlufroughly. 
We  arc,  i*es;pectfully,  your  obedient  .servants, 

rloUN    GltR.ST, 

Lie utetiftu /,  Coin mandlng, 
J.  O.  P.  i>K  KiUKFr, 

Ziettif^ittnt, 
Wm.  Lee  Hats, 

Acting  Master. 
Hiram  L.  Dixon, 

Arliitfj  (\irj>entf^}'. 
SAMUKiiN.  Whiteoisk, 

Acting  CarpenUT, 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Co7ttrttanf/ivg  Onlf  BlfK'K'nding  Squadron, 


Baport  of  Acting  Maitar  Taylor,  0.  8.  Navy,  oemmaodlBg  lohooner  John  N.  Oenln. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  PickenH,  OctotHT  i'fl,  18^1. 
Sik:  I^ieutenant  K.  A.  Selden,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  ^Ih  men  from  the 
U,  S.  steiira  frigate  Oot^rado^  arrive<l  on  the  Sth  Octolwr  at  the  Head 
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of  thfi  pH«.H«ys  of  the  MinwisHippi  Rivor,  and  cauu'  on  hour<I  the  sclKHinp-r 
J\o/iti]  .X.  frent'n,  wliii'h  vessel  I  was  attached  to  hvordern  from  Flag- 
Officer  William  Mervine. 

Lie^uteiiattt  K.  A.  Seldcn  assimied  ooniniaiid  oil  hU  arrival.  Lieu- 
tenant SeUK^n  and  one  or  more  of  thi*  men  under  his  ehari^e  were 
intoxicalrtl  when  they  (irwt  arrived  on  i>ourd  the  wchotmer. 

i)n  tlie  evening  of  the  I'Uh  instant  <nders  were  reeeived  from  Cap- 
tain .1.  r<HH^.  of  the  U.  S.  S.  IUcfinuniil^  to  tJike  the  schooner  down 
the  river  and  anclnvr  outside  the  bar.  On  our  arrival  outside  llie  hiir 
we  found  ihi^  V .  S.  ship  Xt<jhtiinjfth  aynmnd.  On  the  Ulh  the 
schooner  was  [vlaeed  in  a  position  to  assist  in  getting  the  Xityhtimjalc 
afloat.  Lieutenant  Sclden  from  time  to  lime  takinjf  men  from  the 
selioon^T  to  aid  in  heavinjf  tlu>  ship  oJT. 

On  the  morning  of  the  iiith  institnt  1  saw  the  V.  S.  ships  Rirhmond^ 
JWhh\  Viiicvntie^^  and  j^teatner  Wnti-r  Witch  coming  down  the  South 
AVo.st  Pass,  pursued  hy  the  enemy.  The  IWlh  ratiie  outside  the  l>ar. 
Lieutenant  belden  hoarded  her;  then  returned  to  the  schooner  J.  N. 
ihiiin;  then  went  to  the  ship  XUjhtiiifjutt'  and  ordered  Acting  Muster 
Home,  commanding  said  shtp^  to  set  fii'e  tt>  and  aliandou  her.  AH 
wave  Acting  Muster  Home,  a  few  idlicers,  and  a  iK>atV  crew  left  her. 
Lieutenant  Selden  then  went  on  hoanl  Il»'  I'.  S.  Itark  ./.  ('.  AV/zw  and 
ordered  her  to  sea.  On  the  IHth  instant  a  rei)el  steamer  came  down 
the  South  West  l*ass,  when  Lieut(*nftnt  Selden  again  hoarded  the 
N'ujhlinnule  and  ordered  lier  to  he  burned.  The  steamer  soon  returned 
up  the  river,  when  the  crew  of  the  NighiimjuU  went  ))ack  to  their 
snip. 

On  the  14th  instant  Lieutenant  Selden  left  the  schooner  to  rejoin 
tlie  t  'ohtriuht. 

Fi'oin  the  tijuo   Lieutenunt  .Sdden  first  came  on  hoard  the  schooner 
«/.  N,  iTf.uiii   lie  wu>  luuler  the  influence  of  into.xicating  spirits  and 
unfit  to  take  command  of  imy  enterprise  of  moment. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  ytnir  oWdient  servant, 

James  Tatlou, 
Acting  ManUr^  U,  S.  A^avy, 

Captain  T.  Bailey, 

Own/nandiiuj  u.  S.  Stetim  Frigate  Colorado. 


Bvorn  ttatcaioiit  of  Bigiuil  Qnarttrmaiter  Barrowi,  of  ths  U.  S.  iMp  TinMnnes. 

U.  8,  SUIP    ViNCENXES, 

Off  North  Emi  Pntm^  Mimmtippl  liirer^  Or(uh>r  i^S^  1S6L 
1,  William   Burrows,  signal  quarternuister,  do  solcuudy  swear,  in 
the  presemrc  of  the  undersigned  witnesse^s,  that  the  following  state- 
ment is  correct: 

On  the  12th  of  October,  IBfil.  while  this  ship  was  fast  aground  on 
the  South  West  Bar.  and  a  brisk  actiun  going  on  between  several  rebel 
steamers  and  the  Fiirhmoini,  VimruneH.  and  WiiftrWitrh^  I  saw  a  ftag — 
blue,  white,  blue  -hoisted  as  high  as  inizzen  t<jpsail  yard  <if  Rivhvumd; 
heard  Captain  Handy  give  the  order  to  answer  the  signal;  saw  it 
answered.  The  first  lieutenant  looked  in  signal  hook  anil  told  CapUiin 
Handy  it  was  No.   I,  and   it   meant   to   abandon  the  ship.     Heard 
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Nathaniel  P.  Allen   report  flj^  blue,  white,  blue.     Heard  first  lion- 
tenant  say  to  Captain  Hand}-  *'  I  see  the  signal." 

WiujAM  Burrows,    [seal.] 

Signal  Qaartermaster, 

Sworn  in  our  pre:sencc  this  2Sth  day  October,  1861. 

WlTNKS.SKS: 

K.  O.  Sl'AM>lN(;,       [SEAl..] 

Payunti^tvr. 

PiiiLH'  S.  Walks,     [seal.] 

Panned  AM<'>»tant  Sunjafn^  (I.  S.  uVant/. 


Sworn  itmtement  of  Seaman  Allan,  on  board  the  V.  S.  ship  Tinoennei. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 
Off  J^fn'th  /uint  IhAH^  MtssisHq^pi  Rirt*i\  OcUtb^jr  S8,  1861, 
1,  Nathaniel  P.  Allen,  do  solemnly  swear,   in  the  presence  of  the 
undersigned  witnesses,  that  the  following  statement  is  correct: 

During  the  action  of  the  12th  Octol)er,  1861,  at  the  South  West  liar, 
1  was  stiitioned  on  X\\k\  poop  det:k  by  Mr.  [Francis  M.]  Green,  acting 
ma-ster,  to  assist  in  signalizing.  1  was  looking  at  the  ^/MwOTi^  and 
saw  a  flag — blue,  white,  blue— and  knew  it  to  bo  No.  1  because  I  have 
studied  the  numbers  on  the  paper  inside  of  signal  chest.  Reported  to 
the  first  lieutenant,  ''The  ^/cA//i<>n(f  is  signalizing,"  and  told  him  it 
was  No.  1.  He  looked  at  the  signal  book  and  then  stepped  to  Cajj- 
tain  Hand}' and  said,  'Mt  means  to  abandon  the  ship."  I  heard  th;* 
order  to  answer  the  signal,  which  was  done  by  me,  ana  then  the  signal 
was  hauled  down. 

Nathamki.  p.  Allen,     [seal.] 

Scaytum. 
Sworn  in  our  presence  this  28th  day  of  Octoljcr,  1861. 
Witnesses: 

K.  C  Spalimno,     [seal.] 

I*ay}nastt'r. 

Philip  S.  Wales,     [seal.] 

Passed  Asftinf ant  Surgvati^  (^,  S.  ^aoy. 


Sworn  statement  of  Quartermaster  Whoole,  on  board  the  M.  S.  ship  Tlnoennes. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 
Of  Xorth  East  Pass,  MUsMjypl  Rive7\  fMofter  3S\  1861, 
1,  Thomas  Whoolc,  (juartermaster,  do  solemnly  swear,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  undersigned  witnesses,  that  the  following  statement  is 
correct : 

While  the  action  of  the  12th  October,  1861,  was  going  on,  and  the 
ship  aground  on  the  South  West  Ita,r,  I  saw  a  flag  over  the  mizzon 
topsail  yard  of  the  RUhaumiL     it  continued  going  up.     I  looked  to 
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see  if  we  were  answering  it,  and  saw  that  we  had  answcT'cd  it.     Then 
the  Richmchd  hauled  down. 

ThOIUS   X    WntX>LK.       [SKAL.J 

tiurk 

Sworn  in  our  presence  this  :^8th  day  of  October,  18(11. 
Witnesses: 

R.  C.  Spaldinii,    [seal.] 

Paymaster. 

TiiiLip  S.  Walej*,    [«eai..| 

Passed  A^htont  St/ni/<x'n^  U.  S,  J^avy, 


B«port  of  CommuidAr  HaJid;r<  ^-  S.  Navy,  commanding  U. 

a  court  of  enquiry. 


S.  sliip  TineeniLflB,  requeitiiig 


U.   S.  ir>lUV  VlNCKNNKS, 

Off  Ni^th  Ri»t  P(m,  MiMi*i«8lpj>i  Rlvt-r^  Octohr  W,  1801. 
Hut:  Should  it  moot  your  views.  I  mast  re.spectfully.  requoj^t  that  a 
court  of  enquiry  may  be  instituted  on  my  conuiirt  dui-inj,'  the  ('!i<fatfe- 
tnent  with  tne  rebefs  when  airround  on  the  bar.  I  run  |jroduce  nuiii- 
eient  tt^Hlimony  to  show  that  the  signal  of  alHindoniin'nt  wa.s  made  by 
tilt'  Pli'hiDond  \\m\  answered  by  my  order,  ;uut  ('an  shou'  conclusively. 
1  think,  that  1  had  reason  to  believe  that  I  was  actinj^  pro|HM-ly  in 
abandoniiif^  the  vessel,  as,  when  the  boats  wore  currving  a  part  of  the 
crt'W  on  board  the  TTvr^r  Wft<'hy  in  full  siglit  of  tlip  Rlch/hoit^f.  no 
notice  wx-»  taken  of  the  movement  by  Captain  Pope,  leading  me  to 
infer  that  I  was  aetin^  in  ohedienee  t<»  Iiis  orders. 

I  aui.  stir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

UoHKKT  MaVDY, 

Coifinia7id*rr. 
Flag-OtUeer  Wm.  W.  McKeax, 

Oom7iutndlng  Q\df  Blockadiiuj  Squadron, 


Report  of  Commander  Handjrt  T7.  8,  Havy,  ooiunandiiig  IT.  8.  ship  Vinoonneii  acknowl- 
edging order  of  detachment. 

I'.  S.  Siiir  V1NCKNNE8, 
Off  North  Eaat  Pass,  Mississippi  Rir^\  October  SS^  1861, 
Sik:  I  have  to  acknowe<Ige  the  receipt  <»F  your  order  of  the  24:th 
instant,  detnchintr  ine  from  niv  present  touiunind  and  ordering  me  to 
take  passage  in  the  first  of  the  supply  steamers  that  may  return  to 
New  York  from  this  coast. 

I  can  only  say,  as  I  have  before  stated,  that  \  could  pnxluce  .suffi- 
cient testimonv  to  ahow  that  the  signal  of  ahandoument  was  made  by 
the  Rivhinfyn(ivkt\(\  answered  by  my  order.  Tiiat  the  tiring  of  the  ship 
was  done  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

J  hereby  transmit  a  list  of  articles  thrown  overboard  to  lighten  the 
ship:  1  i  32-pounder  guns,  33  cwt.;  all  the  3*J-pounder  shot;  27  stands 
of  grape. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBEUT  UANi>Y, 

Ooinmanded'. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comvxanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 
-VOL  16 i6 
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Beport  of  Captain  Peps,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  Comraandflr  Handy,  V.  8.  Kavy. 

Private  in  pftit.]  U,  S.  S.  Richmond, 

jS^uth  West  PifM^  Oit<*f>,>r  U,  J86J, 

Dpar  McKran:  I  nm  sorry  to  say  it,  l)ut  the  truth  must  he  told, 
and  that  is.  Handy  is  not  fit  to  romiuand  ii  ship;  mrtiriilnrs  I  have  not 
time  to  enter  into.  He  is  a  langhingsto<*k  of  all  and  everyone.  I  do 
not  know  what  you  can  do  in  the  case.  1  have  sent  for  hini  and  shall 
order  him  to  proceed  to  the  NoHli  Eftst  Pass  if  his  ship  is  [in]  con- 
dition to  {JO,  but  I  fear  he  haa  thrown  quite  all  his  provisions  over- 
board.    •     *     * 

I  hope  you  approve  of  my  sending  the  men  belonging  to  your  ship 
and  (Johtrado  to  their  I'espective  shijw.  Every  effort  lias  been  made 
by  the  MeOlcU'ftTi  to  get  off  the  ^Tf/A/jW/y/tf  without-succcss,  and  I  have 
concluded  to  take  the  Kntield  rifles  on  bt)ard  of  this  ship  for  fear  that 
they  might  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands.  The  captain  has  just  been  on 
hoard  and  thinks  he  can,  }>y  getting  an  anchor  out,  get  his  ship  off.  but 
still  I  will  take  rifles  out. 

1  have  ordered  him  to  beep  his  vessel  prepared  to  blow  up  in  cAse 
she  is  to  fall  into  their  hands.  I  shall  anchor  this  ship  as  close  to  him 
•L^  is  prudent. 

Flvcryone  is  in  great  dread  of  that  infernal  ram.  I  keep  a  guard 
boat  out  up  river  oiiring  the  night. 

The  McVleUa/t  was  unable  to  take  out  of  the  l^ig h ti ngale  Q.ny  co»I, 
owing  to  the  bank  formed  alongside. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  the  little  Water  Witcfilt\oT^^  ab.scnce. 
You  know  that  the  day  I  got  ashore  I  sent  her  down  to  order  up  the 
South  Carfdunt  and  llnttt^i'ilh';  neither  the  Water  Witch  nor  flunt^' 
ville  have  made  their  appearance:  trouble,  trouble.     •    •    ♦ 
Yours,  in  haste, 

Jso.  Pope. 

Flag  Officer  McKean. 

P.  S.— The  /VwW<r  is  out  of  sight  this  morning;  I  suppose  ti^-ing  to 
work  up. 

I  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  the  North  B^st  Pass.  He  made  signal 
back  that  he  had  but  one  week's  wood  on  l>oard  and  no  co4il. 

I  ordered  Hiiiidy  to  make  his  reiwrt  to  you.  I  do  not  know  what 
he  means  in  nut  having  it  so  that  I  can  send  by  this  stean»er.  You 
know  he  has  hut  four  guns;  these  are  long  ones.  1  do  not  blame  him 
for  throwing  his  guns  overboard,  as  it  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  the 
means  of  saving  his  ship. 

The  PrM'  has  just  come  in  and  anchored  ahead  of  this  ship. 

The  storeship  A'uhn  ^ot  underway  the  day  of  the  engagement,  and 
18, 1  think,  to  leeward,  if  she  has  not  gone  to  Ship  Island.  If  .she  does 
not  make  her  appearance  soon,  1  think  of  sendinyf  the  schooner  with 
the  guns  to  tlmt  i>Iace  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  ra\Mor.  I  nm  com- 
pelled to  take  these  responsibilities*  in  your  absence.  How  much  I 
wish  you  wore  here!  I  uiust  act  in  these  troublesome  times  to  the 
best  of  [my]  judgment  and  save  Government  property  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

J.  Pope. 

Flag-Officcr  McKean,  etc. 
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Abstract  log  of  tha  U.  8.  ship  Viiie«iiues,  Commattd6r  Handy.  TJ.  8.  Havy,  eommandlBg^ 

OHohei  7;?,  ISUI, —Al  4  :i,  rii.  the  Rirhmond  Imiliul  us  Ut  ^^ot  under- 
way and  stand  down  the  river.  A  tiro  raft  was  discovcfcd  ».*oniing 
diic'i'tly  down  upon  uh;  vpored  to  SO  fathoms  and  slipped  our  cahte 
and  Hrod  a  broaaiide  with  our  port  battery.  The  tiro  raft  be^an  to 
itlazo  Heroely,  and  we  now  observed  that  it  wa.s  ni!i<Ie  of  three  flat- 
boats,  or  hulks,  chained  together,  the  interval  between  eaeh  hc^\\\^ 
abunt  ^00  feet.  It  lit  the  way  for  us,  and  by  it  we  directed  our 
ship  fairly  into  the  South  West  Pass.  At  daylight  we  eanic  abrea-st 
of  tbe  Pi'thU^  and  spoke  the  Richmond  and  Water  Wttch^  coming 
after  us;  dw(x)vered  the  smoke  of  three  rebel  steamers  coming  down 
the  river.  At  *>  one  of  the  rebel  steamers  stood  down  into  the  South 
West  Pa>3s;  at  7  stood  slowly  toward  the  bar;  at  7:30  grounded  in  2^ 
fathoms  water;  made  signal  to  the  Ric/tmottd.  ThaRic/ifnond  and 
Waft-r  Wifvh  stood  toward  us.  At  S  the  ship  still  aground.  At  K:.Si> 
one  of  the  rebel  steamers  nune  down  the  South  We.st  Passiuid  o|)ened 
fire  on  this  ship  and  tbe  Ruhmmd;  got  Nos.  7 and  Sguns  forward,  to 
liirhteii  the  draft  of  the  ship  aft.  At  9: 30  a  steam  bark-rigge<i  vessel 
and  three  other  steamers  came  down  the  Soutli  West  Puss  and  eoni- 
nioneed  liriiig  upon  tiie  R'tehmmd^  ^Vater  WUch^  and  this  sliin.  Took 
down  all  the  eabjn  bulkheads,  got  the  two  8-inch  shell  guns.  No.  li  and 
its  opposite,  into  the  cabin  and  pointed  them  out  of  tlie  stern  |>orts. 
Kept  up  a  shnri)  lire  upim  the  rebel  sUiamcrs  with  tbe  stern  guns,  rpou 
signal  from  the  Ru'-hmond,  hoisted  out  the  first  and  second  <'uttcrs  and 
launch,  and  lowered  the  stern  and  quarter  boats.  Still  on  the  bar.  Sent 
a  portion  of  our  men  on  board  tbe  Wnttr  Wifc/i.  At  Jl  the  Richmond 
grounded  on  the  bar.  This  ship  being  between  tbe  tire  of  tbe  Rivh- 
■mond  and  the  rebel  steamers,  at  about  11:20  abandoned  ship  (in  olx?- 
dieucG  to  signal  from  the  Riehmfmit)^  atid  with  the  retuainaer  of  our 
crew  went  to  tht*  Rifhnumd.  Put  a  slow  match  to  the  magazine  when 
the  boats  left  the  shin.  The.  rebel  steiuners  getting  nearer  to  us  and 
keeping  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  us  until  the  moment  of  abandonment^ 
kept  up  a  ctjnstunt  lir(^  from  our  stern  guns.  The  last  gun  fired  was 
disabled,  the  rear  cable  breaking  short  off,  in  coasequcncc  of  being 
fired  without  breex^'liing,  tbe  startis  never  having  been  titled.  From  12 
to  4  p.  m.  alx)ut  IJO  of  our  crew  and  a  large  proportion  of  our  officers 
on  board  the  Richmond.  The  Hre  was  still  kept  up  for  alK>ut  one-lialf 
hour,  when  the  rebel  steamers  retivuted,  one  of  them  being  taken  in 
tow.  Finding  that  tbe  ship  magazine  <lid  not  explode,  all  the  ship's 
companv  who  were  on  board  the  Richmond  returned  to  their  ship  and 
found  the  match  placed  in  the  nmgazitK^  had  j^one  out.  All  hands 
immediately  proceeded  to  lighten  tbe  ship  in  qniekest  way  by  throw- 
ing overlwartl  all  the  32-i>ounder  guns,  ^-i^-ixmnd  sh4)t  and  gra|K^.  At 
alwut  3  p.  m.  tbe  steam  ti-ansport  McCUuan  came  and  attempted  to 
tow  us  oir,  but  without  effect.  From  4  to  6  replaced  the  guns  and 
prei>ared  to  destroy  the  ship  if  necessary  to  prevent  her  falling  into 
the  hands  of  tlie  enemy. 

(>cffif)er  I'i. — At  3:30  a.  m.  saw  a  dense  smoke  coming  down  the 
river  in  the  direction  of  U.  8.  S.  PrMc  Beat  to  quarters.  Nothing 
came  near  enough  for  us  to  open  fir*e  upon,  but  the  Richmond  and 
/VtfWtf  both  lired  several  guns  at  some  object,  supposed  to  he  the 
retreating  steamer.  At  daylight  U.  8.  S.  South  Coro/i/ui^  together 
with  the  JfrCtdlun,  succeeded  in  floating  this  ship.  Remainder  of 
ship's  compiiny  I'oturned  fr<im  the  Prebh^  where  they  had  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  Watei'  Witch. 
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AbstJwt  log  of  Uw  U.  S.  8.  Water  Witeb,  24«iit«amnt  Wiulow*  V.  ft,  HftTy,  oommanding. 

OrUff}er  0,  /^7.— South  Wetit  Puss.  At  3;  10  p.  m.  saw  the  steamer 
An/  sitPHDjing  down  the  river.  At  i  Confederate  stennier  hy  oaine  in 
sig-ht  round  the  point,  and  at  4:oO  she  opened  6re  with  a  heavy  rifl<'d 
(run. and  it  was  n-tuincd  by  nil  of  the  fleet,  the  shot-**  fallinji:  verv  near 
and  over  us  und  the  liirhmoud.  At  5  we  got  up  anchor  and  ^ve 
cha.^e,  when  she  left  and  went  up  river.  ^^  e  tired  <J  shell  from  the 
rifle  howitzer  and  ]  shmpnel  from  24-pounder  howitzer. 

OcU^H't  y/.^Head  of  Pa-sseft.  Saw  the  //'y,  Imt  as  soon  fu&  she  sa^r 
us  she  stejinied  up  the  river  again. 

Octijhci'  Ji^.  ^At  3:50  a.  m.  an  iron-plated  steamer  ran  into  theU.  S.  8, 
Richvti/nd,  hut  caused  no  damafje.  Instantly'  the  whole  fleet  beat  to 
(luarters  and  fired  into  the  iron-plated  steamer,  but  she  succeeded  in 
getting  Hway.  At  4  she  sent  up  a  ifK-ket;  we  then  saw  several  lii^hts. 
which  soon  spread  into  a  lari«:e  fire.  sup|K)sed  to  he  hulks  chained 
together,  filled  with  coiuhustibles  to  fire  the  United  Slates  ve,s.soIs. 
The  fleet  proceeded  down  South  \Vc.st  Pass.  At4:Hi  st(M>d  across  the 
river  and  hack  till  5:3o,  when  we  started  down  the  South  We.*it  Pass  in 
search  of  the  fleet,  |)ursued  hv  four  steam  giuilHWts  and  one  lai*go  l>ark- 
rigged  steam  guuboat.  At  TU.  S.  ship  VhtccHnts^nA  U.  S.  S.  Rwhm'md 
groundtMl  on  the  l>ar,  Mr.  Davis  going  on  the  J\M;  to  pilot  her  over 
the  hai*.  At  7:30  the  Confederate  steamers  opened  tire  upon  us,  which 
was  returned  by  the  Rlehnnnds  Fi'Vir.^Hnew.  and  this  ship.  At  8:30  th<- 
oflicers  and  crewof  the  Fi'wtvn^ie*  were  obliged  to  leave  and  come  ok 
board  the  /?/'< /imff/td  m\d  Wtde/'  Wlfrh.  Mr.  Davis  returned  <m  hoard 
after  piloting  the  PreNe  safely  over  the  bar.  Kept  up  a  small  cannon- 
ading till  it :  30,  when  the  Confederate  forces  retreated  up  the  river. 
From  S  to  \)i  m. :  Engaged  with  C/onfederate  steamers,  exchanging 
shots  very  rapidly,  many  of  the  enemy's  shots  passing  over  ana  be- 
yond us.  At  il:3(>  they  all  left  and  proceeded  up  the  Pass.  At  ly  ni. 
proceeded  to  the  assistance  of  the  Vincennt'jif  parte<l  lier  hawser  in 
trying  to  tow  her  off  the  bar. 

(hhihvr  17. — At  11:30  a.  m.  crossed  the  har  in  company  with  the 
U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina^  Jn  chase  of  the  Confederate  steamer  /cy. 
From  VI  to  4  p.  m. :  In  cliase  of  two  Cotifedeiute  steamers.  At  Ir^iO 
p.  m.,  arriving  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  and  the  two  Confederate 
steamers  being  in  long  range,  opened  tire  upon  them,  Kept  upa  run- 
ning chase  until  2:30.  After  having  fired  21  rifle  und  2  percussion 
shells  at  them,  disabling  one  of  theni  (we  think),  Captain  Alden,  of 
the  Snuth  Caro^imi,  concluded  to  desist,  as  our  opponents  could  keep 
out  of  ningp  of  our  gun.s.  At  3  steamed  Ijack  tt»wai*d  South  West  Pilss, 
after  having  made  a  reconnoissance.of  the  Head  of  the  Passes.  Dis- 
covered the  remains  of  three  large  scows,  which  had  been  used  as  fire 
ships  on  the  night  of  the  13th. 


Abttract  log  of  Uib  IT.  8.  ihip  Nightingale,  Acting  Mailer  Horae.  U.  8.  Navy,  eom- 

manding. 

Octof>€7*  /^.  ISGl, — At  7  a.  m.  discovered  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond^ 
sloops  of  war  MncennfH  and  Prrhl^^  and  U.  S.  S.  Watt^f  WUch  comingf 
down  the  ri\'cr  from  Head  of  the  Pa.sses,  apparciitiv  followed  by  94| 
eral  small  steamers  in  the  service  of  the  rebel  Statej.  Whq^ 
vcs<)els  were  nearly  opposite  Pilot  Town  the  Vincenne^  ran  ag 
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tho  fitrhmfnuf  fouini  it  n('('os.sarv,  in  (ndfr  to  siivo  the  F/wtw^w^*,  to 
round  to,  hikI  in  so  iloin^'  was  ciirried  on  :i  nunl  Imnk  )>y  tlip  force  of  the 
funvntand  iuy  f>ruad.side  totho  curront  and  tliopursuinj;  vesseU.  Tho 
Pnhh'  Huc'tfodrd  in  cominjjf  out  of  tlir  I*a.ss  wittiotit  gcttin*^  aground, 
and  stx>od  otf  and  on  the  numth  of  the  Pass  during  the  remaiiider  of  th« 
day.  The  ]Vat*r  Wlfrh  remained  with  the  Vtt4cennf'»  and  Iiivhuoud. 
The  rel«'l  steuniers  in  pursuit  tired  an  oet-asional  shot,  hut  were  not 
replied  to  l»y  the  Kederuls  until  after  running  aground,  not  heingable 
to  hring  any  gun  to  Ix'ar  u]>on  the  rebels.  Soon  after  tho  ViinfuvsH 
grounded  tlie  relwd  steamers  rounded  to  and  opened  fire  upon  the  Fed- 
erals, which  was  inum-diately  retunn-d.  The  position  of  the  vessels 
wits  as  folUhws:  The  Vincetinfs  lav  oti  the  eastern  side  of  the  Pass, 
her  stern  to  the  current,  and  could  l)ring  no  guns  to  bear  up  river; 
the  Rirhmoud  hiy  in  the  center  of  tho  river,  in  a  good  position, 
broadside  to;  the  Wttter  Wiff'/t  on  tlie  west  side  the  Pass,  at  the  eom- 
mencenient  of  the  engagement,  but  steaming  around  afterward  wher- 
ever she  could  do  the  most  execution.  The  reltel  steamers  /rtj  and 
-/timt'M  L.  Dity  kept  up  a  regular  lire  with  Iheir  rided  eiinnon  (which 
far  excelled  tho-^e  of  tht;  Federals)  and  were  replie<l  to  very  rapidly 
\\y  the  Rirhimmil  and  Water  W'tfvh.  The  I'tnctftnii*  having  several 
op]M>rtunities,  lired  a  few  shot,  but  could  do  but  little  in  her  own 
(h'tViise.  She  wius  obligetl  to  throw  all  her  guns  overboard  with  the 
exception  of  four.  At  9  a.  ni.  Mr.  S.  H.  Hudson  went  and  repifrtcd 
to  Captain  Pope  the  condition  of  tho  ship.  During  the  engagement 
reci'ived  orders  from  Lieutenant  Selden  to  be  prepared  to  abiuidiui  and 
fire  the  Xlffhfhitjtth'  in  case  of  necessity,  also  to  send  all  ]>ersonal  ]>rop- 
erty  and  effects  on  lioard  the  U.  S.  bark  J,  (\  Knhu,  wliieh  was  imnie- 
dialely  done.  The  boats,  nfter  tninsferring  the  'baggage  to  the  bark, 
returned  to  the  shi[>.  Mr.  Hutlson  (prisuner)  was  sent  on  lK)ard  the 
hark  for  safekeeping.  Sent  Mr.  Ay  mar  and  Mr.  Lewis  on  board  the 
schooner  Fiftlic  with  orders  to  l>eputin  doubl*'  irons  in  case  of  trouble. 
Ctmimeneed  t(»  throw  overlio:ird  coal  and  pig  iron  to  tighten  the  ship, 
by  order  of  Lieutenant  Selden.  we  deeming  it  necessary. 

October  13, ^At  7,  made  all  pi'epftrfttii>ns  to  bo  towed  off  by  the 
0\  B.  MvVMlon.  At  1  p.  ni,  the  rebel  steamer  /ry  cnmo  down  the 
river  w  ithin  aVtout  2  miles  of  us.  The  jM-hooner  ./.  X.  Gentn  immedi- 
ately got  underway  and  stood  out.  Lieutenant  Selden  came  on  board 
and  ordered  our  men  to  go  on  board  the  /A'f7/m/^««7.  as  it  was  expected 
that  the  //•!/  would  <lrop  down  upon  us.  One  lioat  went  to  the  /i*jfV7/- 
}onutl  iwxii  wa-^  ordered  Iwck  by  t'aptain  Pope.  In  the  meantime  the 
//■//  returned  u]i  river.  Lieutenant  Cimimings  came  from  the  R'n'h- 
tnfmi!  to  make  entjuiries  with  regard  to  leaving  the  vessel,  as  the  men 
would  never  have  left  the  ship  without  orders  from  Lieutenant  Selden. 
as  they  were  all  ready  for  going  to  quarters.  At  2:30  p.  m.  the 
}fcChlhn  came  alongside  and  endeavored  to  tow  us  off.  At  7,  gavf* 
it  up  and  lay  alongsioe. 


Sxtract  from  the  New  Orleans  Dsiljr  True  Delu,  October  13,  1881 

We  are  finally  enabled  to  relieve  the  suspense  that  has  held  our 
entire  community  spellbound  for  several  hours,  by  announcing  tho 
ri'sult  ot  the  at(acK  on  the  blockading  ships  by  our  gallant  little 
mosquito  fleet. 
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It  was  »  romi)K'(e  stu'crss.  and  jKirhaprt  the  most  ttrilliarit  and  remark- 
able naval  exploit  on  reroi'd. 

Tbt'  hIoo})  of  war  J*i\hle  is  sunk,  another  vessel  <'aptured,  and  the 
hahino*^  driven  ashore.     All  h<wior  to  the  heroie  Hollin-s. 

JV»low  we  give  three  dinpuU^hej^  i-cceivod  since  our  evening  pap«r 
was  published: 

Fort  JACKftoN,  12:.S0  p.  m. 
There  is  a  vessel  in  siKht  nbove  The  Jump,  hox-e  \n,  which  w«  «np|Hw»e  tn  Iw  the 
Mekfir,  and  the  t^nioke  of  a  :!<teanier  below  her:  wliich  isall  the  ail<Iit)<>nai  newnsince 
niv  liiMt.     \\V  (Id  rinl  know  the  result  o(  the  eiiga^'enieiit,  althnuKh  the  tiring  t^aited 
a  fittlo  after  10  o'clock  this  niorninK. 

J.  K.  Duncan, 
Oilonel,  0>mrnttiuiiuy. 
MttjoMieneral  D.  K.  Twiaos. 


FoHT  Jackson,  l:2/j  p.  in. 
Throe  Hteamere,  one  with  a  vesMel  in  tow,  with  two  tall  mart*,  are  now  Iwlow  the 
forte  and  are  coniin)*  up  rapitlJy.    The  result  of  the  tight  will  be  given  on  their 
arrival. 

J.  K.  DUKCAS, 

f.iiioMt,  (^>}nmtmduig. 
Major-trenemJ  D.  E.  Twiooa. 


Extract  from  the  Nev  Orleans  Daily  Troe  Delta,  October  16,  1881. 

niidnii^lit  lust  night  the  sti*anier  (aJhonn  arrived  at  the  wharf, 
foot  of  Bienville  street,  having  on  l>oard  Coniiuodore  Ilollins. 

A  di.spiiU.h  to  announce  her  arrival  had  heen  received  from  the  fort, 
but  few  persons  saw  it.  a.**  it  wa.s  not  i)iifiiisl»ed. 

Nevertheless,  a  considerable  crowa  collected  on  the  wharf  alxmt  9 
oVloek  and  waited  a  couple  of  hoursj  hut  when  the  Calhoun  liually 
arrived  there  were  not  more  thim  two  dozen  people  present.  These, 
however,  sent  up  a  hearty  shout  for  the  liero  of  the  naval  victory. 

Commodore  Ilollins  went  ashore  immeiliately  and  drove  oft  to  his 
boDie.  He  was  exc4»SHively  fatigued  and  worn  out.  and  unable  to  fur- 
nish any  details  of  the  reniarkahle  comhat  he  hud  plmined  and  executed; 
but  from  a  gentleman  who  was  all  through  the  light,  we  obtained  the 
following  jiarticulars: 

The  exiHidition  started  down  the  river  [MisHiasippi]  from  the  forts 
at  an  early  hour  Saturday  murniug,  tlie  iireboats  aneau  and  the  gun- 
boats following. 

But  the  span  of  fireboats  could  not  l>e  controlled  by  the  tug  that  was 
attempting  to  guide  it,  and  very  soon  it  conuuenctHl  to  slew  around, 
and  then,  despite  every  effort,  it  nin  into  the  river  bank. 

The  plan  of  Hring  the  fleet  was  inmicdiately  abandoned  by  Commo- 
dore Hollins on  the  oc^eurrence  of  thia incident,  and  he  proceede<l  down 
the  river  with  the  gunl>oats  for  the  pur|K>se  of  making  a  legitimate 
attiick  unon  them.  The  vessels  of  the  enemy  found  lyinj^  at  the  Head 
of  the  1  jL-ises  were  the  steam  frigjite  Richinond,  tht>  sailing  «loop  of 
war  Vincf'tinfji.  the  sailing  sloop  of  war  Prehh,  and  the  steam  ^unbt^nt 
M//Ay  Witeh.  They  were  taken  completely  by  surprise,  and  Imd  not 
the  steamers  batl  steam  up  at  the  time,  perhaps  none  of  them  would 
have  escaped.  As  it  was,  their  tiring,  maneuvers,  and  general  conduct 
showed  that  they  were  thundcrstruc\  and  frightened. 

Till}  ^flt^nlKMtM  led  the  way  of  our  little  Hcet,  and,  steering  straight 
for  one  of  the  sloops  of  war,  ran  right  intf»  her.     The  force  of  the  con- 


QVtV  BLOCKADINO   SQl'ADRON.  727 

c'lission  WHH  troiucudouH,  so  iiuicli  so  as  l<i  put  ilw  iniu-liinurv  uf  the 
MiinnittniM  out  of  ^t'nr  itnd  muler  her  iJcrfccLiy  iiMclt'ss,  lloutiiig  iihout 
in  an  unni:iii!ii,''eu)>1o  condition  on  iho  wutrr. 

Hut  tho  rnemy  wpre  very  quick  in  ninking  their  arrangements  to 
niovt!,  ami  the  two  sleiimerH  each  took  tme  of  the  shtopH  of  war  in  tow 
and  Mtjiited  down  the  river,  making  the  best  speed  of  which  they  were 
wimhlc. 

They  defended  their  retreat  with  every  ^un  they  oould  Viring  to  l)ear 
upon  their  pui*Huerf*,  l)ut  their  aim  was  wild  and  showed  that  tlie  gun- 
ners were  tin-ribly  itlaruicd. 

The  Mcliiicy  ii*tf->  and  T\tsc.an>ra  led  our  fleet,  and  were  the  boats 
that  kept  up  the  fire  oii  the  retreating  vessels  and  drove  them  down 
the  stream.  The  other  ve-ssels  of  our  fleet  folhtwed  on  down  as  well 
a8  they  could.  The  enemy's  vessels  took  the  South  West  Pass  for  their 
avenue  of  escape,  but  some  of  them  ^ot  aground  on  the  bar  there. 
The  boats  of  our  fleet  then  came  up  with  them  about  1*  o'clock  a.  m,, 
and  tiring  now  comuienced  in  earnest. 

It  ln'Jug  diiylight,,  thcv  discovered  the  weakness  of  our  fleet  and  they 
maniiged  their  guns  in  a  far  abler  manner,  for  over  an  hour  the  duel 
was  kept  up,  but  at  the  end  of  that  tiiue  Commodore  Hollins  signaleU 
our  l>oats  to  withdraw  from  so  uneijual  a  contest,  in  wliich  n<»thing 
more  was  to  be  gained.  At  tlic  time  of  leaving  they  were  taking  the 
men  off  the  sloop  of  war  that  had  Ix-en  run  into  by  the  Mauasmtf,  and 
she  was  settling  in  the  water  in  a  signiflcant  manner,  so  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  her  foundering  and  total  loss.  Our  informant  believes 
that  this  vessel  was  the  IVnwnwf^,  and  not  the  iWlh ,  as  was  reported 
by  Commodore  Hollins.  Our  little  fleet  returned  up  the  river  and  cap- 
tured the  cutter  of  the  steam  frigate  Richmmid^  which  was  full  of 
cutlasses. 

What  became  of  the  men  who  had  thrown  down  their  cutla-sses  in 
such  a  hasty  mimnor  and  abandoned  their  boat  is  not  known. 

Heturning  to  ttie  Head  of  (he  Passes,  a  delacfmienC  of  men  were 
lauded,  who  set  tire  to  all  the  lumber  which  the  enemy  bad  put  ashore 
there  after  bringing  it  hucIi  a  distance  and  at  such  great  cost  and  it  was 
totally  consumed.  The  Mann^a-if  was  then  taken  in  tow%  and  all  of  the 
boats  returned  to  the  forts. 

Not  one  of  our  boats  is  injured  in  the  slightest  manner,  except  the 
slight  disarrangement  of  the  machinery  of  the  Jlatta^a^,  but  are  ready 
to  repent  the  aflair.     Not  a  single  man  on  any  of  our  boats  was  hurt. 

It  IS  bplieved  that  all  the  enemy's  vessels  are  somewhat  injured  and 
that  there  umst  have  been  many  casualties  among  their  crows,  but  of 
this  nothing  eau  be  known  as  yet 


Extract  from  tho  Slchmond  Dispatch,  October  14,  1861. 

yetp  Or/^ann.  October  /i^.  —  A  naval  engagement  b«gan  this  morning 
at  3  o'clock  and  45  minut<?s  at  the  Hejid  of  the  Passes  and  lasted  an 
hour. 

It  was  renewed  again  at  9  o'clock. 

The  following  message  has  been  sent  by  Counnotlore  tlollins  to  the 
Navy  Department  at  Richmond: 

fitrt  Jackum,  2  p.  m.,  Octohtr  li. — Last  night  1  attackeil  the  hlockailer?  with  my 
little  fleet    1  Hucc«eded,  after  a  very  Hhort  struggle,  in  driving  them  all  ugruund  on 
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tlio  South  Wwi  Paw?  Rar.  pxrept  tlic  PrrhU,  which  I  Mink.  I  faijtiire»l  a  prize  (n>m 
Uk'iii,  and  after  J  v.oX,  tln-m  fji^t  on  thr  miml  I  |'fiti>enil  llicin  well.  Then-  were  no 
casualties  uu  our  side.     It  wiu-a  foniplHtesucoeps. 

[gecotid  Difipalrli.] 

Nffii}  Orlttijis^  Octiiber  13, — The  foive  of  tha  Fedpml  fleet  was  M.\ 
jnins  and  noarly  1,000  mon,  whiU*  the  little  Confederate  mo>it|uito  tloot 
currit'd  HI  o-uny  and  at>out  :iiKi  men.  It  is  reported  that  our  iron 
steamer  Mink  the  J*r(hh>  with  her  nteel  prow. 

Commodore  HolUns  arri\ed  in  this  city  at  a  late  hour  last  night. 


Sxtract  from  the  Bichmond  SUpatch.  October  Ifi.  1861. 


Nrw  Orhums,  Ortitffer  Z^.— The  expedition  under  Commander  llollins 
con.sisted  of  ttie  Mni\iiMnai<^  the  ironelad  marine  hallerinjjf  rain,  with 
one  O-t-pounder  Oahlgi-en  gun;  the  steamer  Vnihoun  (the  flat^ship). 
with  one  :;4-pounder  and  two  iH-poimder  Dahlgren  gfunn;  the  steamer 
/ry,  with  one  8-inch  3ii-jX)iinder,  rifled;  the  .steamer  -JiKikson^  with  two 
S-meh  cohmihtads;  the  steamer  Mclhw,  with  u  tvt-pounder.  mounted 
on  a  pivot,  four  S-ineh  eolumbiad.s,  and  a  24-piinndcr,  rifled:  the 
steamer  2'ufivaror>i,  with  one  S-inrh  i-oUimliiadand  a  ;H;i-|x>under,  rifled; 
and  the  euttor  Pirhrns,  with  an  H-ineh  eohmibiad  and  four  2-4-pound 
cjirronadeM. 

The  hlockaders  had  the  Richmmid^  Vhuvmies^  Prthle^  Water  Witch^ 
and  the  schooner  Jaa^'ph  If.  Dnntr — in  all  .53  guns. 

On  Friday  liust  wur  flr-et  started  from  Fort  .Taekson,  the  2!niut4*ttajt 
leading  the  way.  The  night  was  intensely  dark,  iind  the  MamtKMn  nin 
into  a  ves-sel.  striking  her  tiear  the  bow,  and  rutting  into  her  upward 
of  30  feet.  Appalling  -slirick.s  were  heard  aWard  the  doomed  .ship; 
wignal  rocket*^  were  Hred;  the  enemv  heat  to  tjunrters.  and  a  ]>erfect 
iron  hail  fell  upon  and  around  the  JhimiJisas^  during  whieh  her  ma<hin- 
ery  Ijeeame  deranged.  The  l\ittvjiToiut  and  the  \\'(it»ou  eamc  up  with 
five  Imrges,  whieh  hiul  heen  eut  loose  and  set  adrift  <tn  tiie  stn-ain. 

When  the  morning  e«ine  our  fleet  eonnneneed  to  pursue  the  retreat- 
ing enemy  and  a  heavy  cannonading  began,  whiih  lasted  till  S  oVIo<rk. 
Several  shots  struck  the  RUhmond.  The  sliotn  from  the  Yanki'es  weix' 
hadly  aimed,  as  they  did  not  touch  one  of  our  vessels.  When  the  iiring 
ended  the  fleet  returned  to  the  rity  with  the  prize  schooner  JiWfjdi  Jl. 
2'tMim^  loaded  with  coal,  and  which  had  heen  deserteid  during  the  night. 
A  large  f|uantily  of  lumber,  which  had  been  intended  for  the  construc- 
tion of  ft  foi-titieation  at  the  Head  of  the  Pa.sses.  was  htirned. 
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Eztncc  ft'om  the  Bichmond  Dlipatoh,  October  21,  1861. 

The  New  Orleans  Delta  Is  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Generul  Twiggs 
for  the  following  telegraphic  dispatches  received  from  Colonel  Duncan, 
commanding  at  Fort  Jackson: 

FoiiT  JACKt«js,  f.kUfht-r  14 — S  p.  m. 
Major-Oeneml  'IVio«s:  .Vhoiit  10  fp'clm-k  Satiirdfly  niominjf,  while  the  fijfht  was 
profn't^siiii;  ill  the  SiMith  West  J^a^ts,  Dr.  Hradhury  wa^  Hrn^t«tl  in  a  small  iHiat  abr)Ut 
a  mile  heUiw  the  Head  of  the  I'tt«H.-8  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Mf(.itUan,  OaptHin  tiniy.  for- 
merly of  the  iSfar  of  the  WfM,  commaiuiinjt.  After  taking  him  prisoner,  the  ptcamer 
]>ut  ftlKiut  and  went  out  of  I^u«  il  I'Outre,  and  around  to  the  South  West  Bias,  iinum- 
dlatelv  >roing  alongside  of  the  Hiehmonfi.  The  followjfi;;  information  is  therefore 
reliahU'  a."  thf  entMiiv'j*  iirc'ount: 
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The  Richtiumd  was  slnick  by  the  ram,  instHiil  of  Ihe  f*rffjk.  She  wn*i  Htniok  a 
Huh- :iliiift  <if  luT  forocIiaiiiH.  A  sinall  indentation  in  linr  ropper  wa.-*  viMljle,  Jut 
jrii-'at  injury  boJnn  l>elo\v  tlic  wiiUt  lint*.  It  waw  m  ilh  jjrpttt  exertions  (inly  thai  ulie 
wa.H  kt-j»i  aHoal  uoinji  down  tliL*  Tas-*,  an*!  hIic  was  then?  run  uKroiunl  to  B»vt'  her. 
The  T  inr<-fiutA  also  wont  aground,  and  her  ^ins  were  thrown  out  to  lighten  her. 
S(ime  time  i^timlay  every  proparation  was  made  to  blow  her  up.  a  match  havinfr 
lieen  acttuUly  ap]>lieil  In  the  train,  whii'h  aivldentally  went  out.  This  WiS  ^tiiU^d  hy 
one  of  her  o'fficere. 

I  don't  know  if  anyone  waa  injured  on  the  veasels.  One  of  our  ahclla  buret  in  the 
aibin  of  the  liichmoiid.  The  Soitih  (Jirf,fiun  and  }fct.'Mlnn  were  both  required  to  get 
i.ff  riie  I'mr^nin'M.  The  MviifUan  ^ol  ofl  the  iiiriinumd;  they  jrot  off  Sunday' about 
iUo*cl(.>r_-k.  a£>  Heon  fmiii  tlie  i^^tuth  Wet't  Vm^  Htatiun.  Thi^  moriiinj^  the  litrhmonrl 
was  all  h^  tlie  stem;  hows  out  of  water.  The  M><  'Ulliu  briiunht  out  two  rifled  can- 
nun,  whirh  gave  the  greatwl  Hatisfaction,  the  otticors  Baying  thev  were  now  ready 
f'T  the  7*7/.  The  jruns  were  taken  on  board  tlie  fi»chm<iud  irntnetlialely  and  placed 
in  i)Opilinn.  The  doctor  thinks  the  bore  of  the  fjun  i.'*  about  :i  im-hes.  nay  (J-j'Oundent, 
or  the  males  of  the  one  on  the  Wntrr  W'iUh;  tJiey  eertiiinly  don<^itexcet'ti  12-|«iuiider8. 

Doctor  Bradbury  wil'  treated  with  the  greatest  (xnirtoflv;  more  aa  a  gne^t  than  a 
priwmer,  and  wap  allnwed  to  leave  after  the  liu-lmt-nifl  anrl  Vinrennei'  got  off  ttn'  bar. 
riie  V.  S.  eli|>per  thip  Sighi'nujuU  is  agrountl  1.111  the  outeruuiat  eafl  mud  lumiit!  of 
the  Soiitli  West  l*it*iS-  The  enemy'fl  acecinnt  fif  the  Imttle  of  Santa  Uosa  im  that  our 
force  made  a  very  Im>1<1  and  ItrilHanl  attack,  but  wan  repnlpw!  with  gn-at  hws,  a  boat 
having  pot  agrcjund  on  the  receiving  of  nur  troops,  whirh  wii»  6red  on  from  the  bea^'h 
with  preat  effei-t.  They  ai-kniiwle<ln:i'<l  Ilmt  Hilly  Wilson  ran  in  his  ehirt,  and 
another  regiment  ))etween  him  and  tile  fort  did  the  fjphtinp. 

J.    K.    Ih'NCAN, 

OAtmei,  Commnrnfing. 


Tho  Mi-niphis  {Tcnn.)  AvalanL-ho  gfivf^s  thfi  following  di^soHption  of 
the.  vos.s(.'|  wiiii'h  ran  into  the  ]'//uv?ttu:s  jit  the  Passes  nour  New  Orleans: 

The  "Tnrlk%"  it  iti  «itd,  did  all  ihe  execulinii,  mi<i  has  i>rovei!  a  i-omptetemicct'*^. 
M<">*«t  of  i»wr  readers  are  acquainted  with  her  i>eculiar  constniction,  but  as  the  eneniv 
hail  (*e»'n  and  felt  her,  there  '}■»  110  impropriety  in  deK-ribinp  her.  She  is  ineawi  with 
irtin  an  inch  thi<k.  and  i«  shell  anrl  shot  proof.  Her  com-irui^tion  if  very  strong  and 
yvnunetrii-al.  tn  front,  Hcvi-ral  fe*M  iiniJer  water,  projectinti  front  her  l>ow,  is  a 
machine  like  a  ecythe  tinit  bntHtH  anything  "wide  n|H'n"  that  it  coniew  in  rontact 
witli.  In  the  water  the  "Turtle"  looks  like  the  hull  uf  a  stcandxmt  bottom  ride  un. 
Of  an  <ivul  shaiie  from  the  water  line  up,  everv  IjjiII  or  sheU  would  glance  hanules-ly 
off.  It  has  but  one  a|>erture,  and  that  Cfinceals  a  lU-inch  howitzer  in  front.  When 
in  range,  thi».  which  iHju.><t  targe  enougli  fur  the  [uux/.teof  the  pun,  it<  opened  and  the 
howitzer  dii«chai^red.  The  recoil  is  suHicient  to  permit  tlie  "door,"  or  "hatch,"  to 
f.ill,  which  it  does  of  it^  own  weight,  and  presenta  the  same  impen'iowueHH  Uy  shot 
and  shell  as  the  remainder  of  the  novel  structure.  It*  c*jmplete  puceeea  deniont*t rates 
the  fa<rt  that  it  i.«!i  only  neccfwary  to  "turn  her  loo.«e"  to  deniolii^h  the  whole  of 
Lincohi'M  Navy. 


Extract  from  the  Kichmond  Diipateh,  Octobar  33,  1861. 

Tlu*  following  letter,  which  wa>M  writt^'n  )jv  hia  8on  in  Now  Orleans 
to  a  t^entlt'tiian  in  ClmrlcHton,  contains  .some  interesting  facts  in  regard 
in  till'  niival  rngiigetnont  ofT  New  Orleans  which  have  never  before 

liecn  published: 

Commodore  Hollins  arrived  hero  last  night,  bringing  with  him  a  United  States 
BUpply  vepwl,  a  prize.  She  was  a  Lincoln  supply  vet*el  for  the  hlfpckafling  fleet,  but 
we  nave  her  now.  The  Mtnumttn*,  *'r  the  et«im  ram,  arrived  at  3  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. She  will  go  in  the  dock  to-morrow  morning;  l^ieutenant  A.  F.  Warley,  C.  8. 
Na\'y  (of  South  (^rolinal,  conimande^l  her.  She  went  in  among  the  fleet  at2oVlock 
hi  tfie  morniripof  Ihe  lUh  tiiMant  in  fcarth  of  the  Hir/niiomi,  hut  «lnnk  the  tirflt  one 
fhe  could,  which  waw  the  I^rhle,  nlofip  f»f  war,  8lKi  ton.H,  (<hiii-rigg<*d.  bi  pimp.  She 
went  into  the  Prfble  Ui  feet,  hut  the  force  of  the  eiirrenl  of  the  Miss-iK-Hptii  took  her 
Btern  round  and  tore  open  the  plankF.  The  I^eliU  then  drifted  etern  on  Ine  bar,  and 
there  will  rest  her  ribe.    She  fired  fifteen  timea  at  the  ram,  hit  her  once,  and  that 
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shot  oarried  away  ht-r  »tnok*'»'t«rkH,  unf  of  whirh  wnt*  lott  ovt'rl»oaril.  Theconcofr 
Hion  waw  M}  arviii  tliul  lli«'  fti(fii»*(-  fell  thf  I'fftH'b*  i>f  it.  !  iifvcrilmilue^l  Imt  tlmtbhe 
M'l.iiiM  l.H^  a  r^nnttw.  T)ir  (ri^iili.*  Jiithuiuwi,  ""Z  T\-ini'li  I>nhl^rcii  ^tiim,  im  )ianl  .Mini 
fnat  un  ihi*  l»»r.  Our  llwt  uin'iiwl  firr  tni  Iht.  Th«'  Rich ih'mii(  i\rvA  Mfwral  hnia<i- 
Hiilet-  hrtHkly.  It  vv.i8  nil  Cuintnuclure  llulliuH  citwirvd,  for  every  tmiuilHide  flxxik 
ber  to  tturli  x\  ilt-^riM*  that  it  htiried  her  rlecper  in  the  aond.  Thi>y  had  erected  what 
(ViiiiiiHHiiire  l]'>lliii»  <-:ill<'<t  "rtiMtoin  hoiuwa"  ou  the  nhon^^  ni-»r  tho  mouth  of  the 
river.  A  lar^i' qnutility  of  (iiidier,  elt*.,  was  landed  by  (hfiii  and  litiildiiiKS  nearly 
fmiflheti  "Tlicy  wero  lining  to  follect  revenue,"  but  Commodore  llollioHMiyH  he 
was  conipt'Ue*!  "to  phetl  ont  the  lir^t  duty." 

A  war  l>oat  frrmi  thi*  Hirhmond  iii.tdf!  Ker  appearam'e  fult  of  men.  lie  flred  three 
Hholt^  fntm  him  IVJ-jiounder,  rilled.  Two  iiii»ie)l,  but  the  la.xt  one  struck  her  aniid- 
shipi!?,  and  he  thinks  some  one  was  bait;  he  captua*d  this  boat  and  brought  it  op 
with  hini. 


Sztraot  from  the  Bichmond  Dispatoh,  NoTamber  A,  1861. 

The  New  Orlcutis  Picuyinio  of  thp  31st  ultimo  puhlishoil  tbe  follow- 
ing- <-opv  of  H  K»tU'r  from  the  J^ccrotjuy  of  tUc  Navy  to  Coniriiodoro 
HolliuH  111  relation  to  tbe  tmval  action  near  New  Orleans: 

C  8.  Navy  pKrAKTMENT, 

Sin:  Your  ollicial  report  of  the  naval  fontest  between  a  jwrtion  of  your  sqiiadroii 
and  thatof  theemnuy  in  the  Mi^aitwippi  River  ou  the  12th  instant  haalieen  received. 

The  eonception  and  execution  of  this  enterjirine,  hv  whirli,  with  a  force  inferior 
even  to  that  of  one  of  the  enemv's  fleet,  you  attaikeif  hia  fuur  t«hip«  and  drove  him 
before  vou  from  the  river,  and  ilestroyed  hb»  preparations  for  itH  occupation,  reflectB 
the  hi)£nest  rredit  ii)fDn  yourself  and  your  couiniaml,  iind  in  expreamuf;  to  yon  and. 
tbntujih  yiin,  to  your  nrtii-ons  and  men  its  hi>rh  apprt^^-iation  of  the  c<*nHpii-iion« 
tpiltaiitry.  ubility.and  zeal  whirh  uiarked  theeondurtof  all,  ttie  IViiartuient  expres>^>s 
the  ivjnvirTion  that  the  effe<*t  and  finnilicanee  of  your  brilliant  triumph,  decisive  aud 
iuiitortaiit  tw  it  wa><,  rine  farubove  itn  a]»parent  reault**. 
I  tttn,  reyi»«:tfully,  your  obe^lient  servant, 

S.  R.  MAI.tX>RY, 

jSf'crr/iirj/  of  Utt  Stwy, 
Flag-Otficer  (jkorgs  N.  IIolliss, 

{'mmnnmlmtj  at  Nfto  OrUanu. 


Rrptrrt  of  Captain  Pope^  U,  S.  Navy^  reijanUng  fmlers  iifsued-  to  certain 

United  Stat  en  tvfotttjjt. 

v.  fc>.  S.  Richmond, 
Soot/,  Wr»t  Fijtis,  Oc(>}her  U,  JStil. 
Sib:  I  have  but  time  to  say  that  I  have  ordered  Commander  liandy 
to  the  North  East  Puss. 

The  yVfi/c  being  out  of  wood,  I  have  ordered  to  Ship  Island  for 
wood  for  both  ships,  r^  the  Vi/trtfifwft  has  but  eight  days. 

The  PithU  to  return  tu*  soon  as  po8£<ible  iind  join  the  blockade  off 
FajiH  k  rOutre,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  senior  officer  at  that 
plat'o. 

1  am  happy  to  esay  that  the  Water  WiU^fi  luus  just  made  her  number. 
There  is  another  steamer  in  company,  which  1  take  to  l)e  the  //v/f/W-. 
vilU,     I  ahull  .send  the  Jlnjiffn^HU  l>ack  avs  soon  a.s  posc«ible;  will  muke 
another  trial  to  get  the  Niijkttnyah  off  by  steam. 
Kcspectfully,  etc., 

J  NO.  Pope, 

Captain, 
Flag-Offiocr  W.  W,  McKean, 

Commanditnj  Wjn'kadiiitj  Sz/u/tdron* 
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Beport  of  Lieatentt&t  Varley,  C.  8.  Xary,  commandiog  C.  S,  ram  Manaaiai,  regarding 

opsrations  of  Ihat  v«Mel. 

Sth:  I  respectfully  rp[»rt  that,  in  oljcdienre  to  your  order,  I  pro- 
ceeded with  the  s(|imdron  under  yonr  coinmiind  in  thr.  ironclad  mm 
Mavwtitai!  to  the  Heiid  of  the  Passes  on  the  uiorniug  of  the  I'^tli. 
After  Iwivinjif  the  rpmainder  of  thenquadron,  accoi-ding  to  your  direc- 
tion, 1  got  on  all  wtoara,  i-caehcd  the  cnoTny\s  s^iuadron  ahout  1  a.  m., 
took  theni  completely  l>y  Hurprise,  and  vim  into  a  wloop  of  war  at  the 
rateof  alxMit  1<)  knot«an  hour;  isti'uck  her  on  the  bow,  and,  had  reason 
to  believe,  with  very  preut  effect.  I  hacked  from  her  and  ordered  the 
rani  to  be  run  into  the  next  vesseU  when  the  chief  engineer  rcport^^d 
the  smokestacks  gone  and  one  engine  ruined  pi'o  tern,  I  then  made 
the  best  of  my  way  up  the  river,  having  :ii)  shota  fired  at  me  from  the 
three  other  vessels  lyintj  near  the  ont^  I  ran  into — nil  within  HM)  yards, 
and  all  except  oni\  which  did  no  damage,  pa^ising  over  me.  The 
pteanier  Ricfunond  wlipped  and  followed  nic,  but  meeting  the  (ire  rafta, 
ttirni'd  and  went  down  tlie  river. 

1  ran  nctt  too  highlj'  pT-aine  or  gmtefullv  thank  the  officers  and  men 
with  uie,  most  particularly  Mr.  Au.stin,  the  tirst  tnate  (an  acting  riia-s- 
ter  by  your  appointment),  Mr.  Handy,  the  chief  engineer,  also  your 
assistant,  and  Ine  pilot,  Mr.  Mason,  to  whose  zeal  and  energy  I  feel  I 
am  greatly  indebted  for  the  success  that  attendi'd  the  execution  of 
your  plan. 

Sincerely  congratulate  you,  sir.  on  the  rn^rfect  success  that  crowned 
your  exi)edition  and  resulted  in  clearing  the  river  of  the  forces  of  the 
enemy. 

I  remain,  sir,    . 

A.  F.  Warley. 

[Flug-ofKcer  Geo.  N.  Houlins,  C  S.  Navy, 

Kwval  Statwn,  New  (/rl^ans.^ 


letter  from  Flag-Ofllcer  Hollttis,  C.  8.  Havy,  to  Ltontenant  Warley,  C.  8.  Vavy,  expreHio; 
t2i«  Oepartmeat's  commandation  of  hit  action  Ls  commaDd  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Maaaiias. 

Commandant's  Office,  Naval  Station, 

AVw  OrhnrtA,  Jamurnj  W,  1H6^. 
Sin:  I  experience  great  plea,sun»  and  satisfaction  in  being  able  to 
place  before  you  an  extmct  from  ucomnnmication  from  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  which  the  Department  ju  knowledges  how 
very  worthy  you  are  of  the  high  esteem  and  anprei^iation  which  I 
always  thought  you  well  des4»rve3.     Tt  reads  as  follows: 

You  will  please  make  known  to  Lieutt^nant  Coiuma.n<iing  Warley  tliat  the  Departs 
ment  apiireciatex  ami  approveit  the  zeal  ami  t*nt*r>cy  iliiiplaveKl  in  the  enterprlHe 
cmbnicTO  in  hiu  rep^-irl  hy  liitnHelf,  hia  nfficere  and  lucn,  an5  iscuniidcnt  that  its 
failure,  which  was  no  fault  of  theirs,  will  but  gtimulate  them  to  renewed  aotioa. 
True,  \\\s  vi-»*f]  wa»  in  imtninent  peril,  but  riekH,  Hint  (jreat  ouen,  must  l>e  chet-rfuUv 
encouutered  to  effect  any  action  worthy  of  note  a^iai^t  the  {xldfl  opposed  to  uh;  and 
had  she  been  detitroye^l  it  would  have  been  in  u  worthy  effort  to  eerve  the  cotmtry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  N.  HoLUNS, 

Fl-ag-Officei\ 
liieutonant  Commanding  A.  F.  Warlet^ 

Commanding  Steamer  Mana^sas^  New  Orleafi^. 
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Seport  of  FhKj'Offif'er  McKftuu  U.  *S.    Nary^  vryardrng  nnmhtT  of 
t^&tsi'U  rfsquiTed  foi'  an  effectm  hkH.'ka*Ie. 

U.  S.  Fij^usHTP  Niagara, 
Off  South  ^VtJ<t■  PfTits  o/Ml^lmppi  [Rivefl.Ocffftei'  16,  1S61. 

Sir;  Deeming  it  important  that  I  shouM  j;ive  y""  "ly  views  as  to 
the  iiuiiiIht  of  ves8o]s  requisite  to  institute  [in  etlieient  hloekade  of  the 
ooiist  of  the  (lulf,  I  respectfull}-  .submit  the  following: 

Tanipu  liiiy,  one  steam  guniioat;  Ceihir  Keys,  one  steam  gunlnmt; 
St.  Marks,  one  st^^am  fijunboat:  Ai«il(iehti(ila,  two  steam  gunUojits;  IVn- 
saeola,  oiib  steam  fiigiile,  one  steam  gunboat:  between  IVnsacoIa  and 
Mobile,  one  steam  gunboat:  Mobile,  one  st^-fim  sloop  and  one  .steam 
gun!K>at:  between  ^[n}Hte  and  Sliip  Island,  one  steam  gnnboiit;  Ship 
Jshind,  one  sailing  frigate;  Mississippi  Sound,  three  steam  gunboats; 
Oyster  Hay,  one  st^'am  gunboat;  Pass  a  TOutre.  one  steam  sloop  and 
one  steam  gunboat;  North  Kusl  Pa«s,  one  steam  gunlwat;  South  Pass, 
one  sttMxm  gunboat;  South  We-'^t  Pass,  one  steam  sloop  and  one  st**am 
gunboat;  \>'est  Bay,  oue  st^'am  gunlxiat;  to  cruise  between  Hiirataria 
liay  and  Ship  Island  Shoal,  two  Ht*»am  gunboats;  At<'hafalaya  liay  to 
Vermilion  Buy,  two  sU?iim  gunboati*;  between  Vermilion  Bay  and 
Siibine  Pass,  one  steam  guntioiU;  (ialveston,  one  (heavy)  .*^teum  gun- 
bout;  Matagorda,  one  ^team  gunboat;  between  Matagorda  and  the 
Riu  (imnde,  three  steam  gunlK)aU;  two  or  three  sailing  frigates,  or 
sloops  to  cruise  U'tween  the  Mississippi  and  the  Rio  Grande,  at  some 
distance  from  the  coast. 

In  addition  to  the  aVjove  are  required  three  steam  gunboats,  to 
cruise,  one  from  Torlujnis  to  Pensacola,  one  from  the  MisJiissippi  to 
Sabine  Pa^s,  and  one  from  Sabine  Pass  to  the  Kin  Grande,  t4»  rtimmu- 
nicHte  frequently  with  these  vessels,  and  to  lay  by  them  altenuitely, 
to  afford  tipportunity  for  cleaning  and  repairs  to  their  boilers  and 
machinery. 

I  am,  very  respeetfullv,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

■     '  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Khuj' Officer,  Omimnndimf  GmI/  Rlockadintj  S*juadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  ^VELLEs, 

Secretary  of  the  iVtfi'^,    Wfrnhlngton^  D.  C 


Reportof  Captain  Pop**^  U,  S>  Nmy,  c*tmmatidihff  U.  S.  S.  Rlchvutnd^ 
regarding  tfie  arrival  of  that  vtmd  at  Pom  h  V  Outre, 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Off  Pus  h  r<hUre,  Ort<>f,er  17,  ISGL 
Sir:  Bv  the  Cut/Ur  I  have  the  lionor  to  re()ort  my  arrival  at  this 

I  dace,  This  ship  has  evidently  sustained  more  injury  than  was  at  tirst 
:ii()wn.  The  most  she  will  steam  imder  favorable  cireumstances  is  6 
kuots;  head  U*  the  wind,  fresh  breeze,  4,  and  steers  badly.  The  Vin- 
cetitK'S  is  at  anchor  off  the  North  ICast  Pass.  I  ordered  the  Water  Witch 
to  join  you. 

Very  rcs()ectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

Jno.  Pope, 

Captaltu 
Flag-Offieer  W.  W.  MgKean, 

Coimnandlng  Gidf  Biockadln^  Squadron, 


7$^  «rLr  wuocm.Aix3G  SQCAinos. 

•  *f  >.^M  W^»t:  f^m  >fJlU»U»ippi  [Riwr\^  October  19^  ISSl, 
Sot:  I  h^revith  crukAiit  listis  of  prize  goods  and  miaoaers  taken 
fnxn  ^erenl  small  scfaooners  otptnrea  by  tlie  steamer  iSni/A  Carviima^ 
and  now  oa  board  U.  S.  ^tore^iup  SigktingQi^. 

AL^o  a  oopv  of  the  rep(»t  of  ONmunder  Alden.  in  reference  to  the 
capture  of  iW  prize  schooner  Barnard,  which  arrired  here  on  the 
ITth  ini^tant. 

During  the  eos^ain^  night  it  coomienced  to  blow  a  gale  from  X.  W., 
and  at  davbreak  :^he  made  a  s^nal  of  distress.  Cpon  sendii^  a  bo«t 
to  her  a!«i:^tance,  it  was  discorered  that  she  was  leakii^  so  badlr  that 
«he  could  not  be  kept  afloat.  I  therefore  ordered  her  run  on  shore 
upon  one  of  the  mud  banks  and  her  cargo,  consisting  of  5M  barrels 
of  spirits  of  turpentine,  transferred  to  the  Sightin^e  for  transpor- 
tation to  New  York. 

The  .<<-hooner  is  a  wreck. 

I  am.  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
I^ititj-i>fi<^er^  C'ommaikding  &ulf  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDEOs  Welles. 

Stcrtft't/y  'if  the  3tfry,    WtssHingttjfi^  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  within  the  prisoners  have  been  transferred 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  Pmchijtan, 

[EncloMire.] 

U.  S.  S.  South  Caboltna, 
Off  South  West  Pass,  October  17,  1861, 

Sir:  I  have  i*espectfuHy  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
instant,  a  few  hours  after  I  left  the  yiagara,  we  captured  a  schooner 
called  the  Ed^rard  Barnard,  under  the  British  nag,  from  Mobile 
(where  they  acknowledge  to  have  run  the  blockade),  bound  to  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  of  600  barrels  spirits  of  turpentine. 

At  the  time  of  the  capture  Pass  a  I'Outre  bore  about  S.  W.  distant  15 
miles.  The  captain,  wno  is  an  ex -officer  of  the  British  army,  appears 
never  to  have  been  to  sea  before  in  any  nautical  capacity.  He  says 
he  passed  out  of  Mobile  entrance  in  broad  daylight  in  full  view  of  tne 
blockading  vessel,  the  C  S.  S.  Mississippi,  but  I  find  from  others  on 
iKmrd  that  she  slipped  out  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  that  her  boat, 
while  reconnoitering,  was  near  being  captured  by  the  Mississippi's 
i)oat8.  She  is  in  a  very  leaky  condition,  and  I  recommend  that  ner 
cargo,  which  is  very  valuable  (worth  in  New  York,  say,  $40,000),  be 
taken  out  and  put  into  one  of  the  store  ships  bound  for  New  York. 

All  the  papers  found  on  board,  which  have  already  been  submitted 
for  your  inspection,  I  have  enclosed  to  the  U.  S.  district  judge  of  the 
southern  district  of  New  York. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  PrI  ^'«ster 
Kempton,  and  of  the  crew  list  found  on  board  the  prize.     T  ^ 

of  the  Hchooner,  consisting  of  the  captain  and  two  mat 
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fall 


directed  bv  3*011,  send  to  Ncnv  York  in  the  first  supply  steamer  wo 
in  with.     Yhe  crew  an*  now  on  Uourd  tlit>  Xia^ora. 
I  am,  respectfully,  tjir,  your  obedient  servant. 

JAMK.S  Alden, 

G(mitnander. 
FIftg-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

CommmidiiKy  Gulf  WfMkndhnj  Sqtusdroit. 


Report  of  Cmnmander  Aldtm^   U.  8.  Nwrrtj^  regtirdh^  the  loaa/fthe 

tender  J^rolic. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Cahouna, 

South  W.:yt  PaMg^  0,x>tfjhf'r  J8,  ISCI. 

Sm:  Thehparor  of  this  is  Mr.  Gibb-s,  !na.sl<*r'.s  mato  of  tho  Rirhimmd^ 
and  lately  in  charge  of  the  tender  Frolic.  It  appears  that  she  was 
driven  to  sea  la«t  night  by  the  Hinttsi^fU  drifting  into  her,  being 
compelled  to  slip  his  last  anchor,  after  which  his  sails  were  all  split 
and  he  was  driven  during  the  night  high  nn  into  Wost  Bay.  where  we 
fourui  him  just  before  dark  thiy  evening.  Being  uiuiblc  to  get  nearer 
with  this  ve.-<rtel  than  'A  miles.  I  HJu-borea  and  sent  boats  to  his  nssiataneo 
wilii  iii)i>]iiinrcs  to  get  her  iillnut  if  possil»b\  In  dun  time  the  officer 
retuniecl  and  infurnifd  nie  thiit  the  vessel  was  in  only  3  feet  of  water 
and  he  could  get  no  more  than  0  feet  a  mile  out;  that  she  wii.s  in  a 
mo8t  dilapidated  condition,  having  lo^t  her  saiLs.  k-nking  badly,  with 
sevnil  bottH  stiirtcd  about  the  bows,  and,  in  fact,  a  t-ompleti?  wreck. 
Under  the  ci  re  urn  stances,  therefore,  I  directed  that  she  should  be 
stripped  of  e^eiything  valuable  and  burne<l,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  the  crew,  six  in  number,  with  their  luggage,  are  now  on  lx>ard 
this  vessel.  Be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of 
them.  We  ha^'c  not  i*e'en  able  to  discover,  nor  have  they  on  the  frolic 
seen  anything  of  a  square-riggt'd  vessel  t<>-day.  Trusting  my  action 
in  this  niatU^r  will  nu^etyour  approlmtion, 

!  am.  with  respect,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

.Iamrh  Alden, 

ComTrutnd^fT. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  MgKean, 

Comrnandhuj  Gulf  Bhtkadlmj  St/uadroti. 

P.  8.-  I  am  now  really  to  start  f(tr  my  station  at  a  momcnt^s  warn- 
ing, and  would  suggest  that,  as  this  place  is  so  near  to  my  cruising 
ground.  T  should  drop  in  occasionally  ami  t-ominunicaU^  with  vessels 
stationed  here.     If  this  idea  meets  your  up[)robation,pleivse  inform  me. 
Yours,  etc., 

[James  Ai.pkn.) 

Oom  tuiiiider. 

Report  of  Captain    Eiiqie,    /■.    S.    .Vf//iy,   »:omiiWiidintj    U.    S.   nhip 
Santee^  w^jckadhi(j  ttff  Gntveston,.  Tej'. 

U.  S.  Frioatk  8antee, 
Off  Galveatmi  Bar,  OcUher  10,  1S6L 
8ib:  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  U.  8.  fri^to  SmUtv,  under 
y  commana,  arrived  off  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  on  the 
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14:th  of  September,  and  there  exchanged  surgeons  with  the  Niagnm.  in 
compliant'e  with  your  orders  of  September  12th. 

The  SnnUt'  aiTived  at  this  anchorage  on  the  17th  of  September. 
We  receivetl  from  the  L".  S.  S.  South  Vardina  23,000  pounds  of  bread, 
75  barrels  salt  provisions,  and  25  barrels  of  whisky. 

Commander  Alden  wi^hed  to  leave  the  two  prize  schooners  Stun. 
Ilomhm  and  Anna  Taylor  in  my  charge,  and  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy 
of  the  receipt  given  for  them.  The  b>am.  Houston  has  since  been  con- 
stantly employed  cruising  between  this  plaee  and  San  Luis  Pa.*;;, 
Brazos  River,  and  San  Bernard  Baj'  [River).  During  the  nig-htof  the 
24th  of  September  the  schooner  returned,  bringing  two  deserters  from 
the  rebels.  One  deserted  from  the  rebel  Army  and  the  other  deserted 
from  fear  of  being  pressed  into  the  rebel  service.  Their  information 
is  of  no  importance.  One  1  have  shipped  as  ordinary  seaman  for  three 
years,  and  the  other  as  landsman  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 
On  the  2Sth  of  September,  at  9: 30  a.  m.,  a  steamer  came  out  from  Gal- 
veston, and  Avelired  a  shot  ahead  of  her  and  she  returned  to  the  town. 
She  came  <jut  a  second  time,  and  we  again  fired  ahead  of  her.  The  third 
time  she  came  out  we  tired  three  shots  directly  at  her,  the  shots  fall- 
in;^  short.     She  inunediately  returned  to  the  town. 

On  thi!  3d  of  October  the  schooner  Sam.  llouaton  returned,  bringing 
three  prisoners  of  war  and  1<>  bags  of  salt,  captured  off  San  Luis  Pass 
ill  tlic  4-ton  schooner  Reindeer^  on  her  way  to  Galveston.  The 
Hchooner  was  sunk,  as  being  worthless.  One  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
had  on  his  person  i?121.37,  which  he  said  was  his  private  property. 
Ah  h(!  was  in  feeble  health,  1  sent  him  ashore  on  his  parole  of  honoV. 
I  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  fore  and  sent  him  aooard  a  steamer 
which  <  anie  out.  As  he  was  entireh'  destitute,  1  returned  him  $5.37 
utkI  d('iK>sited  the  remaining  $116  with  the  paymaster  of  this  ship,  to 
await  your  decision  with  regard  to  it.  The  other  two  prisoners  are 
anxious  to  ship,  and  I  await  your  orders  with  regard  to  shipping  them. 
One  was  born  in  Finland  and  the  other  in  the  Western  islands. 

1  herewith  give  you  an  extract  from  my  sailing  instructions  of  June 
K,  lH<;i: 

On  your  wav,  vou  will  run  into  Hampton  Roads,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a 
Hiipply  of  hIh'IIh  f(»r  the  SarUee  and  also  for  the  Afarion,  to  be  sent  from  Washington. 

On  my  arrival  at  l*ensacola,  on  the  11th  of  August,  J  handed  you 
my  sailing  instrui'tions,  at  the  same  time  mentioning  that  I  had  *>00 
shells  for  the  Mariinu     They  are  still  on  board  this  vessel. 

I  am  uiuh'r  the  impression  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Galveston 
are  removing  theii*  families  from  the  town. 

*«-«■**»* 

I  consider  the  blockade  of  this  port  to  be  effectual,  as  we  are  so  near 
the  bar  as  to  prevent  any  ingress  or  egress  without  our  knowledge. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eac.i.k. 

Flag-Oflicer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comniandlnij  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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ReptiH  t'f  nt(f-0^(:ti'  Mi'Ktfon^  U.  S.  y<ii^y^  regard! mj  the  cause  o/ 
iri/A/frrnrtf/  from  coopcmtioji  ht  th*.'  attack  vpon  J^m/fUfvt/ff. 

U.  S.  F1.A0SHIP  Niagara, 

f>fSnttf/,  ir».v/  Pans  of  MhaiMHtpp!  [River],  Octnh.r  10,  lS6f. 

Sii::  I  hori'witli  tmnsiiiit  copies  of  two  ruuiniuiiicutions  received 
from  (.'oloiH'l  lirowii,  of  Fort  Pickuiis  (marked  "A''  and  **B*^), 
lefiMTcd  (o  in  my  dLspatrh,  No.  ;i,  of  the  loth  instant. 

In  the  hiistf  of  leaving"  Fort  IMekens  for  this  plaee,  I  omitted  to 
send  thiMu, 

TLl*  cotiimutiiLution  iimrked  '■"A"  was  reeeived  by  the  Colorado 
l»pf(>n'  k'avinjj  this  place.  The  second  one,  marked  "A."  was  received 
by  the  MeClt-iia)t  wliile  on  my  way  to  Fort  Pickens  to  endeavor  to 
procure  from  Colonel  Brown  rifled  jjuns  for  the  defense  of  the  t^\\t6 
in  the  river. 

In  arcDrdance  with  the  request  coiiLjLincd  in  these  conimunieations 
1  vemniiicd  at  Fort  J'ickens  (the  colonel  havinjf  loaned  nic  two  rifled 
Varrolt  guns  and  i>lnecd  at  niv  disposal  the  army  steamers  to  convey 
them  here),  and  the  ships  had  been  lijrhtened,  the  tirniiiji^emenLs  for 
the  fiondtardrnent  >dl  <'ompleted.  und  it  was  to  have  eonmienced  at 
daylijjht  on  the  fnllowint^f  mornin*,^,  when  1  received  bv  the  McCi<-ihm 
such  iufoniiiition  in  n-f^'anl  t<>  the  state  of  alfairs  at  this  place  as  con- 
vinced me  that  my  iiiiiiiediate  presence  was  indisps^nsable. 

It  was  very  mortifyiiij;  l<>  me  ami  to  nil  on  board  lliissbip  to  be 
conipellefl  to  leave  at  such  a  time.  Imt  us  I  considered  that  my  tirst 
duty  was  to  the  bIo<-kade,  J  ^^ot  immediately  underway,  leaving  the 
Cii^oTiuhi,  with  instructions  to  Ijlockadi^  the  harbor  and  to  prevent  the 
rebels  from  binding  on  Santa  Rosa  Island. 

The  Niofjara  and  Colorado  wei'c  to  have  attacked  Fort  McKoe  and 
the  adjoiniu}?  water  batteries,  an  arraufjenient  which  the  weather 
would  have  defeated  had  I  remained,  as  darinjf  the  night  it  eom- 
meneed  to  l)|()w  very  hard  fnmi  southeast. 

An  attack  by  heavy  ships  can  only  be  made  when  the  water  is  per- 
fectly smooth,  as  in  order  to  (fct  within  range  they  must  anchor  in  4 
fathoms.  ^ 

ITopiii;;  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  such  an  increase  of  force  iis  will 
not  only  enable  me  to  return  to  Pensacola,  but  to  aid  more  effectually 
iu  the  reduction  of  that  place, 

I  am,  veiy  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  W.  McKeas, 
Ftafj'(>ffi'n\  Commanding  (hiif  Blockadiiuj  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wellks, 

iSecretary  of  (he  Nat^y,   WaMu/fton^  D.  C. 

[EnclMurv  A.] 

HEATKirAitTKiw  Dkpaktment  of  Fi/iripa. 

Fort  PiA'tmit,  (>vff»h,'r:i^  fSOJ, 

Siii:  No  former  time  has  been,  I  think,  so  favorable  to  attack  the 
rebel  forci's  at  Warrington  and  the  na^'y  yard  as  tlie  present.  Fi'oni 
the  most  reliable  infoniiatlon  1  can  get,  the  Iwst  troops  of  the  enemy 
have  been  sent  to  Virginia,  and  he,  at  this  time,  is  not  onh'  weak  in 
•li*^  quality,  but  nuich  more  so  in  the  numlior,  of  bis  troops,  and  that 
'S  the  fact  is  strong!}*  eWdeneed  by  his  suffering  me  to  tire  into 
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(Im*  dry  dofk  and  .siiJitfiMjiicntly  to  luirn  it,  iiiul  afterwards  Ciiptain 
Bailey  to  iittiick  the  navy  yard.  Inirii  a  vessel  in  the  slip,  and. •^pikc  one 
of  h'lH  most  important  pnw  without,  in  any  manner,  retionlinjr  tbe^ie 
^rns.s  and  pulpafili*  insiilfs. 

I  am  now  rnuiy  to  ad,  bnt  am  too  wrak  to  do  «o  more  than  destroy 
the  nuvy  yard  an<l  >ileine  .'^onio  of  the  Imtteries.  but  can  not  cross  over 
iuid  prost'fnite  any  a<lvuntageM  I  may  olitain  liy  a  iMmiltardriient.  1 
think  a  joint  attack  by  the  Army  and  Navy  would,  at  this  time,  be 
atlondrd  With  decisive  rrsult.s,  unci  1  rc8i)ertfully  invitt*  voiir  cooi^m- 
tion  in  siuli  manner  as  may  herettfter  l)e  considered  advisable.  There 
are  two  plans  worthy  of  couMidenition,  the  one,  to  attack  and  «irry 
Fort  Mcnce,  hy  assault,  after  one  or  two  days  bondiardmont.  and  IhV 
other,  for  one  or  two  of  your  Nhips,  after  t  have  sonu-what  Hilcnced 
the  batteries  of  the  rnemy,  to  run  in  under  cover  of  my  tire  and  then, 
by  a  ron)l>inod  attack,  covered  Ijv  the  fort  and  shijxs  on  the  h'ft  llatik  of 
tlie  ctH'iny,  drive  hitn  from  his  position.  I  coiihi  furnish  for  such  an 
attack,  provided  the  shiirs  succcctled  in  j^cttin;^  s:ifcly  in,  «iy,  30(i  men, 
and,  with  those  you  could  furnish,  I  think  that  suci'e.s.s  nn^jht  be  reason- 
ably exiH'cted;  at  any  rate  we  could  take  and  holdlhc  navy  vard  until 
Toinforcennnls  could  be  sent  us,  and  the  ])ossession  of  llie  barlxir 
would,  in  itself,  be  decisive  of  sm'ccss.  I  make  these  crude  sugges- 
tions merely  for  the  purpose  of  tfivin^  vou  a  g'enei'al  idea  of  my 
views  on  the  «uhjecE.  Slionld  you  think  pro|ier  to  join  me  in  the 
adventure,  we  can  arnuijje  the  details  at  a  ])ersonid  conference.  It  niav 
not  be  improper  for  me  to  say  that  the  idea  of  enterinj^f  ttu'  luirbor 
midler  the  protection  of  my  fire  wassuj^jresteil  to  me  by  Captain  Bftiiey, 
of  the  (\>h}ni(i(f.  If  an  attack  is  made,  the  sooner  it  i^tdouc  the  better. 
]  will  be  ready  at  all  times  at  an  hour's  notice. 

I  am,  sir,  very  rej*pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Habvev  Bhown, 

Colfmd^  Commandhuj, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  \V.  McKean,^ 

dnumandiuy  Nucifl  ynnit-H^  Gnlf  of  Mt^ic**. 


It-IiiL-ltmirc  b.] 


Headquaktkiw  DKrAK'r.MKNT  OK  Fi-onrDA, 

F<rH  PUkcm^  ik'tohrr  9^  ISOL 

Sik:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  rebels  cro8sed  over  to  this  island 
in  force  at  H  o'clock  this  morning,  from  l.tiCO  to  1,500  men.  They 
landed  about  4  miles  from  the  f(trt,  nuirched  down,  attacked  and  par- 
tially burned  the  camp  of  the  Sixth  Ueginu^nt  of  New  York  Volunteers. 

The  enemy,  after  a  severe  contest,  were  driven  back  by  the  i*egular*<, 
assisted  by  a  small  |K>rtion  of  the  volunteers,  with  (he  loss  of  1  officer 
and  some  15  privates  killed,  a  jroodly  number  of  wounded  (the  exact 
number  1  have  not  a.seert4iined),  and  aUait  40  prisonon*,  including  5  or 
ti  officers. 

My  loss  is  alwut  8  killed  and  as  many  wounded  and  prisoners,  inelud- 
ing  among  the  latter  1  otticer.  Major  Vojjdes. 

I  shall,  of  ctmr.se,  oia^n  my  battene?^  on  the  enemy  so  soon  as  1  shall 
l>c  entirely  ?-eadv.  and  it  is  tlesinible  to  have  your  coo|>eration,  if  jios- 
sible.  1  will  wait  for  it.  The  fW/'/w/" or  some  other  steamship  should, 
at  any  mte,'  be  sent  here  withtmt  delay,  and  kept  here.     I  requcbt  an 
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iinswer  t\v  Captiiiii  (Jruy*  of  the  steamer  McVtelian^  whom  {  wend  to 
you  with  this  di.sputc-.h. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edieDtHcrvant, 

[IIahvey  Brown.) 
Flag-Orticcr  Wm.  VV.  McKean. 

Commandinff  U.  S.  Na'isal  J^orces^  Oulf  of  Mexico, 


Hrporf  of  Fhiff-OJficei'  JilcKt'iiii,  U,  S,  Nfivt/^  rifjardhtf/ i/ie  cofnwence- 
ment  of  the  ereellfm  if  battery  nt  Head  if  the  Pames^  Missi^ijrpL 
River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagaua, 
Of  Fort  PickeuJt,  f^rfAr  J^,  imi. 
Sii;:  T  herowith  tnm.smit  u  copy  of  a  ro]X)rt*  nmrlp  hy  Ijimitcnant 
McKn rliinii,  V .  S.  Knginecr  Corps;  also  of  a  report  made  h\  Lieuten- 
ant tVnmnaiutin^  Wiuslow  to  Oaptain  Pope.     1  received  tlie  former 
on  thi*  Hd  ijistant. 

On  tin;  following  day  I  took  imssage  in  tlie  Waii'v  Witch  for  the 
Head  of  the  Passen,  and  after  a  careful  examination  decided  to  erect 
a  liattery,  the  difficulties  beinjf  such  as,  in  uiy  opinitm.  ci>uld  be  easily 
overcome.  The  work  wiL-<  inimediatety  cofiunenced.  hut  wa.s  discon- 
tinued for  reasons  stated  in  niv  dispatch  No.  H  of  thn  KUh  instant. 

Lieutenant  Conimatiding  Witislow  is  a  highly  energetic  and  intelli- 
t^ent  uflicer,  and  is  worthy  of  all  jiraise. 

I  am,  very  res{)ect fully,  your  ol>edirnt  servant. 

Wm.  W.  McKkan, 
Flay  Officer t  Commanding  Gulf  Bhwktiding  Sr/nadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles. 

S,:i-rc/ari/  if  Navif. 


LcUvr  fi'om  the  Secrt'tart/  of  this  Naey  to  Fla^-  O^cvr  McKean^  U>  S, 
Navy^  reporting  the  Hhipment  of  btfinkfts  Jroni  England. 

Navi-  Dkpautment,  Octohor  J3,  1861. 
Siu:  The  Department  hits  information  of  the  shipment  from  Eng- 
land to  Halifax,  [Nova  Scotia],  of  lariro  quantities  of  lihinkets,  etc., 
intended,  a:*  is  supposed,  for  the  blockaded  ports  and  to  be  thrown 
into  them  hy  some  (Uj^fanizcd  system  of  trade  which  shoiik!  be  watched 
and  delectcHl. 

I  am.  respi'ctfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

ChntMianding  Oidf  B/och/diny  St/Uftdnm^  A'y  HV/f/,  Fl'i. 

*»eep.  683. 
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Report  of  Flao-OmcKt  McKran,  U.  S.  Aiin/,  transmitting  report  of 
Commander  Af^n,  C.  S.  Sarif.  commanalng  U.  S.  S.  South  Caro- 
lina^ regarding  the  capture  rf^ho*yners  JEkil/ui  and  Joseph  IT,  Toone, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

OfFnrt  ricken*,  October  IS^  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclo:*o  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Commander  James 
Alden  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  the  schooners  Ezilda  &nd  Joseph  JL 
To*me  bv  the  steamer  South  Car^^lnu.  under  his  command. 

Also  lists  of  their  car^o  and  other  prize  goods  which  have  been 
placed  on  lx>ard  the  U.  S.  storeship  Nightingale  for  transportation 
to  New  York. 

Very  respectfullv.  vour  ol>edient  servant, 

Wm.  VA  AIcKean, 
Flag-Ofict-r.  C'outmanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary ^  Washington^  D.  (7. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 
South  Mefit  Pass^  October  4,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  two  schooners  broug-ht 
here  by  me  this  morning  were  captured  by  us.  The  tirst,  the  Bkilda^ 
was  taken  on  the  30th  ultimo,  -1:  or  5  miles  from  land,  with  Timbalier 
light  bearing  W.  \  S.  about  13  miles. 

The  other,  the  Jonrph  II.  Toone^  we  caught  after  a  hard  chase  of  five 
hours.  When  first  discovered  she  was  standing  in,  and  we  had  at  the 
time  Fort  Livingston,  at  the  entrance  of  Barataria  Bay,  in  full  view, 
but  as  soon  as  she  discovered  us  she  immediately  tacked  and  stood  to 
the  southward  and  westward.  When  we  lx)arded  her,  at  9  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  wc  were  about  midway  between  the  South  West  Pass  of 
the  Mississippi  River  and  Timbalier  light-house.  They  both  claim  to 
be  English  vessels.  The  first,  the  Ezuda^  was  cleared  for  Matamoras 
by  Captain  T.  O.  Sullivan,  of  Cork,  Ireland,  and  the  log  is  signed  by 
him,  or  rather  his  name  is  appended  to  the  first  two  days'*  remarks; 
but  it  appears  he  left  her  before  she  sailed,  and  when  captured  bj'  us 
was  conmianded  b}'  an  cx-United  States  naval  officer,  William  Ander- 
son Hicks,  of  Mississippi,  who  resigned  from  the  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis  in  March  last,  and  was  an  officer  on  board  the  Sumt-er  when 
she  left  the  Mississippi.  It  appears  from  liis  own  statement  that  he 
had  carried  into  Cienfuegos  several  prizes  taken  by  the  Sumter,  and 
when  we  took  him  was  on  his  way  home  via  Havana.  He  had  as  pas- 
senger a  Mr.  Huddcndorff,  a  merchant  of  New  Orleans,  who  I  have 
determined  to  let  go  on  his  parole.  The  crew  list  of  the  Ezilda  con- 
tains not  one  Englishman,  and,  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that 
he  had  contrived  to  get  so  far  otf  his  course,  over  400  miles,  against 
adverse  winds,  not  to  mention  tiie  cargo,  so  entirely  contraband  of 
war  (a  list  of  which  is  herewith  sent),  I  at  once  pi'onounccd  him  a  prize 
to  the  V.  S.  (lovernment;  and  as  the  vessel  was  not  in  a  safe  condition, 
having  broken  her  rudder,  I  immediately  transferred  her  cargo  to  this 
vessel,  where  it  now  is.  1  would  add.  too,  that  one  of  their  bills  of 
lading  says,  "Shipped  (tl  bags  of  coffee  to  any  port  of  the  Confederate 
States  north  of  Brazos." 
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In  rogiii'd  to  the  Jtm'ith  If.  Ttumr^  sho  wii-*,  when  wo  lirstsflw  hor,  evi- 
[k»ntly  trying  to  get  into  Hanitaria  Bay.  Tho  entnim.-!'  was  plainly  hi 
sight,  with  a  whole  sail  leading'  wind.  She  was  headin}^  *''^tit  hi,  l>eing 
about  10  miles  dirstant,  but  lackLnl  on  iimlingf  we  could  rut  her  oil.  She 
was  then,  it  apjiears,  only  tivc  tluys  out  from  Havana,  and  had  experi- 
enced nortliorly  winds  a  great  part  of  the  time,  but  if  she  were  hound 
to  Tsininifo,  as  her  eleai-ance  shows,  she  bad  gotten  in  the  short  s|Mice 
(jf  livo  days  ju.st450  miles  off  her  eourye,  whirh  is  precisely  the  distanee 
run.  and  is  eonsideivd  a  very  ijuirk  trip  from  Havana  to  liarataiia  Uay. 
Her  euptain  (Pennington)  is  from  New  Jers^ey,  while  her  ercw,  judging 
frtjm  appeamnees,  are  mostly  foreign  to  the  Hriti^h  erown. 

An  ub.^traet  winch  1  send  you  of  her  eargo.  taken  from  the  bill  of 
lading  f<Hind  on  board,  lu-ing  rn<»8tly  arms  or  annnunitioii,  together 
with  other  artieJes  contiiiband  of  war,  were  ho  coiiviju-itig  1  immedi- 
ately mu<h^  her  a  ])riye  to  the  U.  S.  (ioverument.  Her  piL^seiigers 
were:  William  H.  Aymar,  merehant,  of  New  OrUyin>;  liails  from  St. 
Andrew's,  New  lirunswick,  and  is  owner  of  botli  cargo  and  vessel; 
goes  to  Now  York  as  a  pri.soner  ctf  war  in  the  SS'^ttfhfingaU.  Thomas 
Lewis,  hit*)  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  lately  attached  to  the  U.  S.  Arsenal 
at  Waj^hiugton;  has  an  English  passport  and  travels  under  the  name  of 
tlohn  Martin;  goi's  to  New  York  lus  a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  yightin- 
f/aft'.  Dr.  D.  L.  Lefebi-e  is  a  Frenchman,  and  says  he  tliought  lie  was 
going  to  Tanipico.     I  shall  let  him  go  on  paroh^ 

1  have  directed  Stei)hen  11.  Hudson,  muster's  mate,  to  prcx'oed  in  the 
jVitflithiQah'  with  the  cargo  and  i>risoni*rs  of  the  Joaeph  11.  l\nme^  and 
to  hold  himself  ready  to  testify  in  lx>th  of  the  eases  above  referred  to. 
A  eopy  of  his  instructions  I  enclose.  The  nearest  estin)atv  I  ran  make 
of  the  arms,  not  knowing  the  exact  number  contained  iti  a  box,  is  from 
4,000  to  5.000  stand. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Ja:hk8  Aldf:n, 

Voiiitininiler. 

Flag-Officer  \S}\.  W.  McKean, 

Commandimj  (iulf  liUfchuUnij  Squadron. 


Engagement  heticeen  the  IK  S.  S.  ji/ffsttac/tusettft  and  the  Confederate 
«teanier  J^torUiOy  in  MissUfHippi  Sotmd^  October  75,  J861, 

Ecport  of  FUg-Offiur  McKean,  Q.  8.  Kavy,  transmittinK  additional  rsporti. 

No.  6.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niaoara, 

Of  South  WeH  Pirn  of  MiHnU8ipj>i.\ River],  October 'iS.  1861. 

Sir:  I  t^fln^mit  herewith  copies  of  reports  received  from  Captain 
L.  M.  Powell,  conmmndiiiL:  U.  S.  frigate  !*utf>miU\  and  Cimimander 
Melancton  Smith,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mas«achusett«^  in  Mississippi 
St)und. 

Y'ou  will  perceive  h\^  the  description  of  the  shell  which  struck  the 
Massachu^difi  that  the  enemy  are  supplied  with  riUed  cannon  of  very 
heavy  ailiber. 

CoQimander  Smith  has  displayed  great  activity  and  zeal  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties,  ano  1  respectfully  request  that  he  may  be 
ii])nointed  to  the  eoniniand  (jf  a  more  elKcient  vessel. 

In  my  communication  bearing  date  September  Hiy  I  reeommendcil 
that  the  fort  on  Ship  Island  should  be  destroyed  unless  it  wati  the 
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intention  of  the  Government  to  tiniah  iinfl  {fnrrison  it,  but  from  infor* 
mation  .since  derived  from  CoDiiiuiiKler  Smith  and  Lieutcnnnt  (\>t 
ntaiidinjj  Winslow,  1  am  now  saiUHed  tlmt  it  is  essential  to  Iniid  it,^ 
more  mrticnlurly  should  my  >^u;^f;'*>stion  in  n^ft^i-fincp  to  a  depot  nieot 
with  tnc  approlmtionof  the  Uopartmont,  I  shall  thoroforo  strengthen 
the  fort  as  much  a.-*  the  mean:*  at  my  di.s|)osal  will  allow,  and  dri4»il 
from  the  heavy  nhips  ii  .sufl)<-ient  numher  of  seamen  and  marines  to 
hi»ld  it  until  1  ran  receive  instnution-^  from  tlw  Depitrtment. 

The  oeeupation  of  the  fort,  however,  will  not  do  away  with  the  nccess- 
sity  of  keeping'  ii  steam  force  in  the  sound,  for,  without  thit*.  the  reliels 
might  land  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  island  and  attjuk  the  fort  in  the 
ri»ar.  St^'amers  of  li{(ht  dnift  eouUl  prevent  this,  and  aliso  cut  otf  the 
communication  I)etween  New  Orleans  and  Mobile. 

An  increase  of  steam  force  in  the  sound  is  necessary  at  this  time.  I 
shall  therefore  order  the  i'utjfvr  there  immediately,  lejivinjf  the  Rteh- 
vumd  to  blo<-kade  Pass  a  rOntre. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  report  of  (.^Aptain  Powell,  that  the  jiresenco 
of  the  l\ftonufc\!<  useless  at  Ship  Island.  I  shall  theivfore,  us  thero 
appears  no  further  apprehension  of  the  spread  of  the  MualliMix,  tirdor 
her  off  Mobile. 

1  have  been  exceedingly  anxiou»  for  some  time  to  visit  the  Mi8.sis- 
nippi  Sound,  and  my  presence  there  at  this  time  is  iin|>ortant.  I 
must  therefore,  if  |>os.sible,  make  some  arnin^ement  by  whi<'h  1  may 
Imj  enabled  to  d<»  so. 

I  will  here  state  that  there  is  pood  anchorage  for  hcavv  ships  under 
Chandeleur  Island,  upon  which  there  is  a  lij^ht-huuse,  which  lias  b(»en 
taken  in  diarffc  by  C'ommander  Smith  and  is  kept  in  operation. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ol^eilient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
]*l<tff- Ofi4*er^  Commuriding  GhI/ iUi»kadhHj  S^um/trm. 

Hon.  GiDKON  \Vkllj:«, 

SeereUiryoftfieM'QVy,  WaMnt/tofi^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell,  H.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigrato  Potomac. 

U.  8.  Sail'  PoTOMAf:, 
Shlj)  InUmh  Oi'UiH'r22,  186L 

Commoixjkk:  T  have  to  acknowledge  yours  of  17th  instAot  by  ihe 
Water  \Vitch^  with  the  (rtiitn  in  tow. 

I  pnieeed  t<»the  execution  of  your  orders  in  ri'lati(»n  to  the  jruns,  etc., 
and  a  iMU'ty  is  now  on  shore  clearing  up  the  premises  and  4'leaning  the 
majjazine. 

Since  you  wrote,  indeed,  two  da^-s  after,  matters  of  grave  import 
toucbinff  the  aWve  have  turned  up,  which  might  materially  iulluencej 
your  policy,  as  they  have  our  relations  with  Ship  Island  antf 
cent  islands.     The  enclosed  reportii  of  Coumiatmer  M.  Siultt 
inform  you  as  to  their  cbaracter. 

The  li'rst  of  the  reported  gun  steamers  made  her  experii 
trip  on  the  Jf<isf<ar/ntMf/ts^  and,  if  she  be  a  sanudp  of  the  i-es* 
perhaps  consider  that  Ship  Island  and  th.  waters  wi 

a  force  of  a  special  kind  iti  order  to  hoU'  -« 
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stiitionai'V  of  n«H'ps.sity  for  :i  period  of  several  dixys  iit  ii  tiiiio.  jiiul  if 
tills  time  }>v  rliosi'ii  Ity  lh<^  cuciiiv  to  attark  lirr  with  tlit'sr  iIHimI  sU'tiiii 
trunlwmts,  wliii'h  ^hc  can  not  advanci*  upon,  nor  witli<lr:iw  from,  nor 
reach  with  her  ordnance,  I  iiL-od  not  ti-ll  von  wliiit  must  result. 

Tho  ciilibcr  and  h*nt^  rantfi*  of  the  rifKvl  cannon  from  uhirh  tlic  shell 
that  explotU'd  in  the  jfdfif-KU-hn.srtU  wiLs  lired,  csliil>lishcd  the  ability  of 
these  fjist  .steam  »^nnlHiul«  to  keep  out  of  the  ranp^e  of  all  tiroudsido 
^un.H,  and  etiahles  them  to  di-sre^rd  the  armament  or  iimj.'nitude  of 
all  ships  thus  armed,  or  indeed  any  numher  of  them,  when  sheltered 
hy  sJioal  wntci'. 

Ileiicp.  I  think  and  esteem  it  my  duty  to  impart  my  thou^ht.s  to  tou, 
to  wit:  Tlnit  we  hold  our  position  here  t.s  partly  due  to  the  jrallant 
little  steamer  ,)f(f.'^/r</nMfts  aiul  her  riHe<i  liowitzer.  and  partly  to  the 
i^^noruuce  of  the  eneiio'  whether  we  carried  this  ellective  arm. 

The  A/ttMftrhtMt'fffi  <-aii  not  repeat  -can  not  aflord  to  reijeat,  in  fact — 
her  performance.  One  shot  In  the  three  lired  from  tins  heavy  ritled 
^un  of  the  enemy  tore  her,  in  its  tninslt,  all  to  pieces  in  the  hirije 
saloon;  three  shot.s  in  nine  would  sutlice  to  destroy  her  utterly,  ana  1 
could  render  no  assistance  unle,ss  I  kept  her  under  the  shelter  of  my 
guns,  which  could  not  do  more  than  encouratre  the  enemy* 

The  facts  will  Ik*  sulliciently  sii^j^estive  to  your  sound  ind^ment. 

I  send  two  actin^jf  unvsters.  as  you  orderetl  at  lirst.  One  of  tliem,  Mr. 
\Vij<firin,  is  well  aniuainted  with  these  watiM-s,  jind,  at  the  instance  of 
Captuiti  Smith,  I  will  retain  until  I  hear  further  from  you. 

'('he  Hurj^eon  discharged  our  varioloid  c^so  to-day.  He  thinks  the 
tielinj,'  nin-stei-s  uniy  sjifely  ffo. 

The  feeble  occupation  of  this  dilapiilatcd  fort  under  the  circum- 
stunees  named  above,  wliich.  if  known  to  you.  wijuld  have  had  their 
just  inllnence  on  your  mind,  seems  to  me  to  he  injudicious  at  this 
time:  it  will  he  quite  enou^fh  to  provoke  an  attJick  in  force,  Avhich  is 
at  hand  to  take  it,  fortify^  and  hold  it  to  our  efrcat  detriment. 

Ship  Island  is  the  most  important  point  for  us  on  this  coast,  and 
desiirned  to  he  o<TUpied,  it  should  not  he  without  the  means  of  holding 
it  ujjaiiist  any  force. 

If  left  in  the  rare  of  Smith,  as  heretofore,  it  will  not  attract  atten- 
tion. Our  presence  here  with  several  other  vessels  has  evidently 
attracted  tlieir  attention.  Movements  are  on  hiind,  stesmiers  are  at 
this  moment  either  lantliu;;,''  or  tnking  off  troops  from — we  can  not  tell 
which — Mibsissippi  City. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tj.  M.  Powki.l, 

Ca/itain, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  MrlCpLVN, 

Couniutndituj  C\  S.  S.  Niagara. 


3 


Aeportof  Qaptaln  Fowell,  0.  8.  Ravy,  traaBinittLng  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of 

the  U.  8.  8.  Uasiacbosetta. 

U.  S.  Ship  Potomac, 
Ship  InJami,  Oetofjt'r'Sl,  1862. 
CoMMODOitK:  I  foi*ward  herewith  report  of  Commander  Melani-ton 
Smith  of  an  engagement  with  a  steam  gun  vessel  of  the  enemy,  which 
1  witnessed,  and  which  waa  conducted  with  great  spirit  and  gallantry 
■  the  commander. 
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Findiotr  him  drawn  into  shoal  water  under  tho  north  sborp,  and 
huvinff  driv4Mi  otf  his  ojiiioni'iit,  ii  .stoiitiUM*  inurli  fasl<;r  tlniii  liin  own.  I 
hoisted  the  yi^^fiml  <jf  ivrnll,  ulniosl  at  the  instiinl  that  Commander 
Smith  made  bis  of  fxhuu.stfti  ftiscea  fur  the  lonjif  range. 

I  siiw  him  return  with  ^reat  pleasure,  for  I  had  si>on  diseovoped  llmt 
thp  enemy  liad  the  speed  as  well  as  the  ran^e  of  riHe  eannun  of  hiMi\*y 
caliher,  and  that  dumatrc  to  his  i-nffinn  would  have  Iwrn  fatal  to  him, 
iijj  our  sailing  vessels  could  render  no  a-ssistami'. 

J  am,  air,  verj'  res|>ei.tfiilly,  your  most  ohedit-nt  sen'ant, 

L.  M.  POWKM-. 

Flag-Offii-er  Wsi.  W.  McKean, 

South  M'tmt  Pam^  Mt/fulneippl  Iili}tf\ 


Flrtt  report  of  Commander  Smltli,  IT.  B.  Kat;,  oommandi&g  TT.  8,  8.  KaauohasACt*. 

U.  S.  S.  Mas:saciil>ktts, 
Af  Ship  hlfiuii,  OrUihtv  l!>.  t8C1, 

Sib:  In  iviwrting  the  partieuhivs  of  tlie  t'ligagfiiient  to-day  l>i?twoen 
tho  MasmachuNcttH  and  ii  lebel  steamer,  with  a  horizontul  en^ino,  in 
Mississippi  Sound,  1  most  siTiously  rejrj-t't  tliat  my  nu^ager  supply 
of  arnuuiiiitii)n  did  not  warrant  nty  tiring  more  rapidly.  a.s  n  ehaiire 
shot  miffht  liave  done  as  nuuh  injury  us  one  aimed  with  procii^ion, 
when  the  distance  \\x\n  so  pfreat  as  io  render  tho  greatest  ek*  vat  ion 
necessary.  At  no  timu  was  the  enemy  less  than  a  mik*  and  thn*e- 
fourths  distant,  judfjing  from  the  flight  of  the  projeetile.i  and  the 
explosion  of  tho  shells,  a  majority  of  whieh  fell  short  or  exploded 
Ind'ore  reaching  my  tarj^iet. 

I  am  of  the  opiniim,  liowwer,  that  st)nn'  of  the  shot  and  shell  took 
etTcct,  from  the  faets  that  the  heavy  ^'un  tif  the  steamer  was  silencfd 
after  its  third  discharge,  and  the  evident  anxiet^v  of  my  opponent  to 
K-aeh  the  shoal  water,  which  he  accomplished  with  niu.st  unncc.uuiing 
s|>eed. 

The  armament  of  the  Bteamer  is  judged  to  be  broadside  guns,  and 
one  HKt-poundcr  rifled  pivot;  the  latter  we  bad  dcmonstnitcd  to  our 
satisfaction  by  the  messenger  itself.  It  cntt^red  the  starboard  siUo 
abaft  the  engine.  5  feet  ab4>v4»  the  wati»r  line,  cutting  entirely  through 
18  planks  of  the  main  deck,  carried  away  the  table,  sofas,  eight  sec- 
tions of  the  iron  steam  pij^e,  and  expUxied  in  the  staterooms  on  the 
jiort  side,  stripping  the  bulkheads  of  four  rooms,  and  setting  tire  to 
tho  vessel.  A  fnigmerit  of  the  shell  hit  a  Umber,  breaking  all  the 
outside  planking  from  the  main  to  the  s]iar  deck,  a  distance  of  5^  feet. 

The  missile  that  did  the  damage  w  as  exploded  by  a  time  fuze  4  inches 
long,  tho  shell  measuring  15  inches  in  length,  7  inches  in  diamet(»r, 
with  an  intennil  cavity  of  .'i  inches.  Twelve  pieces  of  the  fragment** 
huve  been  coUecled  and  weigh  5S  pounds. 

The  engagement  was  contmued  until  my  ammunition  was  exhausted 
and  the  enemy  out  of  range  of  my  guns,  making  th<!  best  of  his  way 
toward  Pass  Christian,  in  shoal  water,  which  rendered  it  impossible 
for  me  to  pui-sue  him  farther,  as  we  were  in  17  feet  water  and  the 
J^as^achuaetfit  drawing  Hi  feet. 
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It  affords  mi*  i^reat  satisfaction  to  state  that  tlio  officpi's  and  crew  of 
this  vt'j'si*!  did  tla-ir  wiidlc  duty  fcarlos.sly  and  with  hprnuiiiig  zeal. 
Very  rewpoilfully,  your  obedient  Mervant, 

MKi-\NcrroN'  Smith, 

Commander,  U.  *S\  Havy, 
Captain  Levin  M.  Powsll, 

Onmrnajuiituj  LL  S.  FrUfaie  Potomac^  Ship  I^and. 


Seoond  report  of  Commander  Smith,  TT.  B.  Ifavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Haiiaohnietts. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

S/up  hhnni,  (Mnhr  3J.  7S6L 
Silt:  I  have  rL'spectfully  to  report  that  u  relx'!  sIciuiht.  with  a  hori- 
zontal (Mij;iiio.  niado  hor  lirst  apjK'iirnnoo  in  Mississijipi  Stmrui  on  the 
moriiiu^  of  the  llHh  insUut,  ana  after  steaming  up  within  0  niilca  of 
the  Mn^^ach ttxettfi  Hlowud  d(jwii  and  lired  a  U-e  j^un.  ]  ordered  steam 
iinniediatcly,  and  after  ohtairiin^'  perrnisr^ton  from  (Viptuin  I'owrU  to 
engnfre  her»  got  underway  ^vith  u  full  bend  of  slciini  and  approached 
the  enemy  a.-*  near  us  he  would  peiuiit  mi*  to  do,  whieli  niiitter  he  con- 
trolled entirely.  havin;r  the  advantage  of  great  spei*d.  At  no  time  was 
ihi' etu*my  Jess  than  If  miles  distant:  lu'iice  the  greatest  elevation  of 
the  guns  heeaine  neeessary.  and  evni  tlirn  the  majority  of  tliesliot  fell 
short  or  exploded  before  reaching  niv  target.  I  um  of  the  opinion, 
however,  thiit  some  of  the  shot  and  sliell  took  eflect.  from  the  facts 
that  the  lu'uvy  gun  was  siU'urrd  aftrr  its  third  discharge  and  the  evi- 
dent anxiety  ot  my  opiwncnt  to  reach  the  shoal  water,  which  he 
fleeoiiipli.shed  with  unl>ecoh)ing  speed. 

The  steamer  is  supposed  to  be  the  Fbtrida^  cut  down  and  strength- 
eiicd  by  hog  frames,  and  Jn-r  iirmament  judged  to  be  (J  bruiulside  guns 
and  1  ti.s-jwuuder  ritled  pivot,  the  latter  we  had  demonstiated  to  our 
8atisfa<:tion  by  the  uiesscngi'r  itself.  It  entered  tiie  stuiboiLid  side 
alnift  the  engine.  5  feet  above  Un'  wuter  line,  i-ulting  entirely  through 
18  planks  of  the  main  deck,  carried  awiiy  the  table,  sofas,  eigul  sections 
of  ii-on  steam  piiw;,  and  exploded  in  the  stateroom  on  the  port  side, 
stripping  the  bulkheads  of  four  rooms,  and  setting  (ire  to  the  vessel. 
A  fnigment  of  the  shell  hit  a  timber,  breaking  all  tlie  outside  plunking 
from  the  main  to  the  sjair  deck,  \\.  distance  of  5^  feet.  The  missile 
that  did  the  damage  was  exploded  by  a  time  fuze,  4  inches  long,  tho 
shell  meiLsuring  15  inches  in  length,  7  inches  in  diameter,  with  an 
internal  eavity  of  b  inches.  Twelve  pieces  of  the  fnignienls  have  been 
collected  and  weigh  r»H  pounds.  The  engagement  was  euutinued  until 
my  aninnuiition  was  exhausted  and  the  enemy  out  of  rang<'  of  my 
guns,  making  the  best  of  his  way  toward  Pass  Christian,  in  shoal 
water,  which  rendered  it  imnossibfe  for  nie  to  pursue  hiui  farther,  as 
wn  were  in  17  feet  water  ana  the  Md^nvhuHitift  dniwing  1  li  feet. 

Sevent3'-six  projectiles  and  455  pounds  powder  were  expended,  and 
I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  during  tlic  engagement  no  one  was 
hurt.  It  atTords  me  great  hatisfaction  to  state  that  the  otlicers  nitd 
crew  of  this  vessel  did  their  wliole  duty  fearlessly  and  with  l>ecoming 
zeal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MeIJINCTOX    iSMITH, 

Comma iid*t\  U.  S.  Navy. 
Flag-Offiecr  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Cofnmuiidinfj  U.  %S.  BkK'kadtng  SqWidnm^  C ulf  ftf  MexUti. 
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Abitrsot  log  of  tho  TJ.  8.  8,  HaMftobuiatts,  Commander  Smith,  tT.  S.  Kbtt,  comouuidiag. 

Odtiher  19^  ISOl. — At  10:40  a.  in.  saw  a  steamer  s  niile^  liistant, 
baviiifr  two  masti*.  At  11:45  she  tiivd  a  lee  jfiui  and  fllowed  down. 
The  reJH?!  i*ti'urin'r  th<*n  fired  a  shot  that  fell  sliort  oiie-pitfhth  of  h 
mile.  Move  np  and  sIckkI  for  th«  steamer.  Sb«  coumienced  Ui  tire 
and  we  answfre<i  with  08  and  32  pounders.  At  12:  Ho  p.  ni.  ixn-civtHl 
a  tiy-pountl  rillc  slu'll;  cainu  \i\  on  our  starboard  4(uartt'r,  U  ft»ot  ahovo 
wator  line  and  '^0  fert  abaft  rnainiiia.Ht,  explodinjr  in  wardroom  and 
ronjplrtcly  j^utttiij;  si*vi*ral  sljiterodUis.  At  I  c-arne  in  sboul  water  and 
lould  not  folbjw  the  steanier  any  fartlier,  and  having  efloctuall^v 
Hilenwd  ht;r  j/uhh,  liore  away  for  auuborajfe. 


Report  of  Lientenaut  Hayt,  C.  8.  ITaTy,  commanding  Confederata  Steamer  Florida. 

[Fmm  Kiflunnnil  Disputi  ti.  (.Inubcrli*.  IMl,) 

The  New  Orb'ans  Picayune  of  tho  22d  baa  been  courteously  jjermit- 
tcd  to  copy  the  following  intei-entin^  rejwrt: 

C.  S.  S.  KlXJRIDA, 

Lake  Ptmtchartntiu,  OtU^her^O.  ISGI. 

Sir:  I  ha\r  Ihe  honor  to  adviso  you  of  the  return  of  tlil.s  Hteanier  to 
the  ant^horaj^o  off  this  phifo.  Wc  li'ft  hereon  Monday  hist  and  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  Pearl  River  for  the  purpose  of  woodin^j  and  lilliny  up 
our  water.  In  weii^hinj^  our  author  the  followinf^  nKirnin»r,  we  dis- 
covered that  we  htid  fouled  u  teU't^niph  wire  that  ^^|)ans  tiie  river. 
Before  we  eould  extricate  It,  the  post^i  which  *.ecuro  it  in  the  niarnh 
were  drawn  froni  their  places,  fcivery  effort  was  made  to  get  it  on 
.'ihore  and  i-eplace  it,  but  our  efforts  were  fruitle.ss.  as  it  was  deeply 
imbedded  in  the  nuid  and  covered  over  with  drift  loy:s.  The  only 
alternative  left  was  to  drag  it  out  with  the nnuhiuery,  which  wo  accoul- 
nlislu'd,  and  succeed^ul  in  landing  it  on  the  wharf  at  the  mouth  of 
iVarl  Uiver.  This  larj^'c  wire  I  bad  iinnicdiati'ly  rephiced  byasnialler 
one,  which  I  trust  will  temporarily  answer  to  keep  up  the  couinuiiii- 
eation. 

From  Pearl  Kiver  we  stood  to  the  e.astward  in  eorajjany  witli  a 
stt^amer  which  I  .saw  i)roper  lo  tonvoy  pjist  the  enemy's  fleet.  It  was 
my  inU'ntion  to  enter  intmcdiutcly,  but  4m  the  eve  of  dnipping  the 
anchor  the  vessel  took  the  bottom  and  remained  immovably  tixed  for 
thirty-six  hours,  notwithstanding  every  exertion  to  get  her  off.  It 
blew  quite  fresh  on  Friday,  ancl  the  steamer  laid  so  uncomfortably 
that  I  was  at  one  time  ai)prehensive  that  we  would  l»e  comnelled  to 
lighten  her  to  get  her  off.  She  has  sustained  no  injur}^  that  1  can  dis- 
eover,  except  some  derangement  in  her  steam  chimney,  which  can  l»e 
repaired  in  a  short  time. 

My  prir»i*i|>ai  object  in  leaving  bei-e  was  that  I  lould  get  au  oppor- 
tunity to  diill  and  exercise  my  crew\  but  the  nevenil  mi.shaps  tliat  we 
have  met  with  have,  in  a  measure.  defeati>d  thb*  objetrt,  and  my  men 
are  now  abuost  as  inexixrienced  its  they  W4U*e  when  we  left. 

After  getting  the  steamer  afloat  we  proceeded  as  far  as  Honi  Island 
Pass.  1  went  sufficiently  far  into  the  (Julf  to  aatisfv  myself  tliat  the 
enemy  had  no  blockading  vessel  at  this  pass,  nor  liave  they  erected 
batteries  anywhei-c  in  that  neighborhood. 
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From  Horn  Islsiini  we  .steamed  to  the  westwiird.  aiul  at  0  o'clock 
diseovcK'd  fijur  of  tin*  enemy's  veKHcls  at  umlior  uiuK-i'  the  butterie.s 
lit  Ship  I.sliiiid.  1  diret  U'd  the  Florida  to  h^^  steamed  within  gunshot 
of  them,  as  I  thou{,dit  it  a  jjoot!  opnortmiity  to  try  thf  eflinencv  of 
our  ^i-uiiH.  At  11. SO  wo  opened  on  tno  Heel  witli  the  ritled  jjun.s  with 
encoui"tt}(ino^  effeet.  We  had  tired  but  three  yhot-s  when  1  discovered 
that  one  of  thfir  Mieamers  was  underway.  She  eoniineiieed  returnintj 
our  tire  with  j^reat  vij^or.  but  their  .-^hcdl  liufHt  fli^^nU^ssly,  some  half 
mih-  from  uh.  1  soon  discovered  that  the  steamer  was  our  e<pml,  par- 
tifularly  in  .speed.  She  .soon  frot  a  favoralih-  |>osition  on  our  ix>i*t 
i|uarierand  so  rapid  and  earnest  was  her  hrc  ki'pt  \\\i  that  1  was  for 
some  time  apprehensive  that  she  would  cripph'  n>. 

Our  tilt'  wjis  i«'pt  uj)  as  fust  as  our  iM><ii'ly  e(|ui]>pod  Imttory  would 

fiermit.  and  wiis  well  directed,  Jnit  I  f<*ar  most  of  our  shell  liurst  lonj,^ 
H'forc  they  reached  the  enemy^  Our  only  riOiiiljlc  yun  (the  rifle) 
broke  down  at  the  fourth  lire.  We  were  now  reduced  to  one  gun, 
which  we  ciintinued  liring  iw  rapidly  as  we  could.  The  tiring  wius  kept 
up  or*  liuth  side3  for  over  an  hour,  when  the  enemy's  .-^hip  ceased  iiring 
and  returned  to  her  consorts  under  the  battery  at  Ship  l.slaiid. 

Unless  the  enemy  got  into  shoal  wale]-,  I  can  not  account  for  her 
hauling'- otl,  us  she  had  us  complt'ti-ly  under  her  ^im^'-  She  threw  ut 
least  twenty  rifled  shot  (iver  us,  and  many  of  her  .shell  burst  in  close 
proximity  io  us;  but  I  am  hajipy  to  inform  you  t!mt  wi*  {wssed 
throuj^h  it  all  without  injury  to  the  ve-isd  or  crew.  "Whether  the 
enemy  wiLS  injured  or  not,  1  am  unable  to  sav.  She  steamed  to  her 
consort,s  with  the  same  alacrity  with  whi4'h  she  canu'  out.  Her  tiag 
was  down  during'  most  of  tlie  ii»,dit»  and  whether  we  shot  it  down  or 
she  hauled  it  down  as  a  ruse  1  can  not  .say, 

I  retrjot  that  the  poorly  equip|>ed  condition  of  our  laittery  would 
not  permit  me  to  follow  up  thfs  little  affair  to  n  decisive  end;  but 
under  the  circumstauees  I  thought  it  prudent  to  stand  on  our  course 
and  act  on  the  defensive,  I  trust,  however,  that  in  as  short  a  time  as 
practicable  we  will  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for  our 
guns  and  be  able  to  give  them  another  trial. 

I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  otficers  and  crcw  of  the 
Fh^rUht  throughout  this  little  alTair  Jjehaved  iu  a  manner  worthy  of 
the  highest  pniise. 

Tlie  steamer  that  engaged  us  is  sui)po.^ed  to  be  the  Cnyler.  She  iH 
about  l.'JOO  tons,  very  fast,  and  carries  an  armameut  of  about  ten 
guns,  one  of  which  at  least  is  of  great  range. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ol»edient  servant, 

Charlks  W.  Hays, 

Lmttetiant,  Ootumandimj, 

Commodore  Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Commanding  Nmxil  Stntimu  vV^'/f  Orlmn«, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  thf  Xtrry  to  Fhtg-Offiv.&r  McKtxtn^  U.  S, 
Navy^  yoncardiiia  inJw*maifou  n'f/nrdiny  cfmmiunicatwn  carried  on 
hy  veaeieh  plying  heiween  JIavaun  arid  Neio  Origins. 

Navy  DKrAUXsreNT,  Oct<^>*r2t.  lS6t. 
Sir:  By  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  Hd<lresH<'<l  to  this  Department 
by  the  Asnist^int  Secretai"}'  of  State,  you  will  aeo  tbut  tlic  mode  of 
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ronuiiuiuoation  iK'twccn  the  insurgents  is  by  runninjjf  the  blockadt* 
hctwooii  HavuDii  and  New  Orleans.  The  Department  calls  your  par- 
ticular Mtteiition  to  this  matter,  that  it  may  in  future  be  prevented, 
provided  it  exists. 

I  am.  rc!*j>ectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Weli-es. 
FlaK-Offi(.er  Wm.  AV.  McKean, 

CniniiHind!ii(j  ir ifif  BIiK'kading  Squadrtm, 

[Enclosure.] 

Departmekt  op  State, 

WaMngton^  OcUibet*  18^  1S61. 

Sitt:   From  intoroopted  letters  of  a  recent  date  received  at  this 

Department,  and  which  wore  written  by  leading  perHons  aniong  the 

insurrectionists,  it  seems  that  their  chief  mode  of  communication  at  the 

)res('nt  time  is  by  means  of  vessels  plying  between  Havana  and  New 

Jrleans.  running;  the  blockade  at  the  last-named  port. 

1  call  your  attention  to  the  matter,  in  order  that  you  may  take  such 
action  as  you  may  deem  projwr. 

I  have  tile  honor  to  bo.  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

F.'W.  Sewakd, 

AuMwfant  Sterttary, 
Hon.  (iiDKON  Wei.lks. 

Str/'ffdn/  iff  the  Savy, 


\ 


Lettri'  fn>in  the  Stcjrtari/  o/'  State  to  the  Secretary  of  Ilie  Ntivy^  fntns- 
m  itthuj  foiitddar  hiforniatiou  regarding  infernal  machine  t**  he 
eii(ph>}ff'(i  (igttinst  the  hhtchtdt ng  fleet. 

PErARTMENT  OF  StATE, 

Washington,  Octftber'21^  1861. 
Siu:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch.  No.  17,  received  from 
the  U.  S.  eonsul  at  Hamburjj,  together  with  the  endosui-e  (original) 
aceoinpanying  it,  relating  to  an  *'  infernal  machine  *■  to  be  used,  as  it 
i.\  alleged,  against  the  vessels  of  our  blockading  squadron. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 
Hon.  (iiDEOX  Welles, 

Secrt'fary  of  the  jVary. 

[EiK-loHUrc.] 

Consulate  ok  the  Txited  States  of  America, 

Iliirnhurg^  September  11,  lUGl. 
Sir:  Some  ^ixyi^  atro  a  gentleman  from  Mobile,  wlio  has  been  here 
for  some  months,  who  is  a  friend  of  the  Union  and  has  suffered  much 
from  secessionists,  produced  a  letter  from  a  secession  friend  (who  would 
like  to  be  a  L-nion  man)  at  New  Orleans,  and  desired  me  to  eopy  por- 
tions of  it  describing  an  "  infernal  machine  "  in  process  of  construction 
at  New  Orleans,  tol)e  used  as  a  vessel  of  war  agiiinst  our  blockading 
squadron  at  that  port.  To  satisfy  his  ardent  patriotism  1  had  my  clerk 
copy  portions  of  his  letter  and  translate  them,  which  original  copy  and 
translation  are  herewith  enclosed. 
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Ho  kind  pnouyb  tu  placf  thorn  in  the  huncls  of  sonic  member  of  the 
War  I>i'|)iirliiioiit,  that  the  irifonnation  embodied  in  them  may  be  made 
use  of  if  it  is  of  anv  ar*'0!int.  The  letter  fix)m  wliieh  this  extraet  waa 
taken  is  dated  New  Orleans,  July  28,  1801. 

1  have  tJie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  !<ervant, 

James  U.  Ani>f,kbon, 

U.  S\  ConmU. 
Hon.  \Vm.  II.  Sewari>, 

SevrettiTy  of  SUUe^  WtnthhitjUm^  D,  C. 

{8DbMicl0iur«.— TruwUtloii.] 

The  "Turtle"  i-s  a  vcynol  of  terrible  eiif^ine  power  and  constnu'tioii. 
8h<^  hjLs  a  bow  9  feet  long,  of  oak  planks,  .socuii-d  all  arf>und  by  tim- 
bers of  T)  feet  thickness;  also  covered  in  the  8ame  manner  and  perfectly 
tifjht  and  s<ilid.  bpsides  being  covered  with  iron  plates  (»f  *J-iiu'h  thick- 
nc9.s.  The  hull  projerts  only  ^4  feet  over  Ihe  level  of  the  sea.  She  in 
destined  U>  run  int<f  the  Hr*>ohhjn,  which  lies  down  on  the  Malizc.  and 
to  «ink  her.  8he  is  provided  with  a  steam  borer,  or  aujjer,  abont  the 
size  of  a  man's  arm  above  the  elbow,  which,  in  a  moment,  boren  a  hole 
into  the  vessel.  Twenty-tive  hose  are  kept  to  throw  boilinL'  water  over 
the  Br'MtkUju  to  keep  all  her  bands  from  defending"  her.  bhe  is  rc-ally 
a  hellii^h  engine,  ano  is  of  about  this  form. 


Already  sevenO  trials  have  been  made  with  her,  which  have  g-iven 
:implete  satisfaction.  Cannon  balls  of  the  size  of  a  human  head 
^bounded  when   Hred  upon   her,  producing  no  injurious  ctTcct.     In 

L't,  it  is  very  diflicidt  to  hit  her,  she  beinjj  very  fast,  and  round,  and 
small  a  jiortion  <»f  her  beinjj  above  water.     She  is  thoroughly  pro 


tectc<l  bv  her  iron  coat. 


Lethr  of  the  Srcnfttn/  of  th  X<try  bt  Fhuj-Offiea'  Mv.Kean^  U,  S. 
Nn>yy,  rvptjrthig  t/ie  departure  from.  Antwerp  of  the  Belyiun  bark 
Ctara. 

N.WY  Dkpabtment,  Ortuher  22^  JStJl. 
Sir:  The  IT.  S.  consul  at  Antwei-p,  in  a  c<>mnmnication  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Sewanl.  Secretary  of  Stnte,  dated  the  1st  instant,  stjit4»s  that  the 
liel^iun  bark  Chrra  had  recently  sailed  from  that  |.>ort  for  Vera  Cruz, 
wilh  amis  destined  for  Texan  rebels. 

I  am.  res]>ectfuMy.  y(Mir  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flufj-OHicer  \Vm.  W.  McKkan, 

Commandhuj  Gkdf  Bluckadtiuj  Sqnadi'fm^ 
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Ri-pori  of  F'hff-OJicr^r  MrKfun^  U.  S.  Navy,rr<jardhu^  the  iTatwferi 
the  command  'ff  the  U.S.  S,  Richmom^. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niaoara, 
Of  South  }Vf'j<f-  PoHti  of  Mtsiiiitiitppl  \Rirt>r],  Ootoher  ^4,  18G1, 
Siii:  Cui)Uiin  l*(tpt»  having  applied  to  bo  rclipved  from  the  <v»nmiHiid 
of  the  r.  S.  S.  Rn'hmtmd,  niid  transniitlod  to  mc  ft  report  in  rrg^rd 
to  his  health  from  Surgeon  Henderson,  of  tlmt  ship,  I  Iiiive  detached 
hiui  from  the  eonnniuuTand  j^runtcd  him  ijormission  to  return  North 
in  the  United  Slates  supply  steamer,  with  orders  to  report  to  you  hy 
letter  immediately  on  his  arrival. 

I  have  ordered  Captain  Kllinon  to  the  command  of  the  Richmt>ftd, 

Lieut^^'Mrtiit  C'omrnaniJinir  Winslow  to  the  Cuyfrr^  and  shall  order  I^ieu- 

tcnant  llii^rlies,  now  on  l>oard  of  the  MhAtsHtppi^  to  the    Wntr^r  )V/'frh. 

I  herewith  trnnsmit  a  eopy  of  Captjiin  Pope's  application,*  aljju  ft 

cop3'  of  the  rejx>rt*  made  Uv  Surj^eon  liendeiiion.  ~  ~ 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  ol>cdient  servant, 

*  Wm.  \V.  McKean, 

Fltttf-(tffiee}%  Qmiffutfiding  G-ulf  Bl4}ckadifig  Sfjiiadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (he  Nai*y^  WitJ^hhitjt^m,  D.  C, 


RepitrtJi  of  Captain  JCaqU^  U.  S.  Navi^y  camtn/ttulino  U,  S,  shin  SarUe^, 
rayarduiff  the  seisure  of  the  brig  DMa^  Octi^r  i?7,  1861. 

IT.  S.  Frioate  Santee, 

Off  Galvastoti  Bar,  Tcx.,  Od^hct27,  IStiJ. 

Sib:  I  have  tliis  day  seized  the  Ameriean-luiilt  hermaphrodite  brig 
Deitfi^  sailinff  under  Knjrhsh  eolnrs.      She  was  formerly  named  tb%i 
Wiliiatn  Jf.  AVVv,  and  was  built  at  Hrcwer,  Mo,;  .she  i>»  loaded  wit 
salt  and  is  Miid  to  have  sailed  from  LivernooK  England,  on  the  -ttl 
of  Septenilwr  last,  iKMind  to  Ahitainonu**,  IVlexieo.     She  ap|M^ared  of 
this  port  this  day,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  running  into  Gralfi 
veston. 

I  herewith  einlose  atl  the  najK-rs  ivlatinjr  to  the  vessel  deliven-d  to 
nie  by  Henry  Knuleriek  Williums,  the  master;  also  hij*  eertilicate  in 
relalinn  l<v  the  sjtme. 

The  rolKnvinj,'' are  my  reasons  fur  her  seizure: 

Her  register  has  no  seal  attached  to  it  and  1  believe  it  is  not  in  legal^ 
form. 

The  vessel  has  no  cleai'anco  whatever  from  the  port  of  Ijiverp<x>l  orj 
anv  other  port. 

Her  manife.st  has  no  certificate  or  seal  attached  to  it.  She  has  noJ 
dock  certitieate  to  prove  that  she  paid  her  dues,  showin^f  that  .she 
coidd  not  have  had  any  clearance,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have  that  docu- 
ment before  a  clearance  can  be  ohtiuned.  The  statement  of  the 
supercarffo,  Sylvanus  Taylor,  showed  that  the  caiffo  was  owned  by 
C.  W.  Adam^,  of  Boston,  Ma^s..  who  is  a  jmrtiier  of  Jordon,  who  is 
now  in  (hdveston.  I  believe  that  the  su|x^rcarj;fo  will  pr<»ve  a  very 
imiM^rlant  witncsM,  us  he  has  stated  that  the  Vctta  \Ai  the  port  of  1 
Galveston  Honie  lime  last  June  under  English  colors,  having  in  my| 
opinon,  been  falsely  transferre<l. 
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Tt  is  my  impression  thut  the  l>ri^  stiilod  from  (talv^'ston  tinder  Eng- 
lish colors;  that  sli(^  ontcrod  tbc  port  of  Livorpoi»I  under  Lh(i  AuR-riam 
i\n('  find  cleared  iigiiin  from  there  ns  an  AmtM'inin  vessel, 

I  thiok  the  papers  heluML'injf  to  the  vfssei,  and  whi*h  1  send  you, 
were  made  out  after  she  .sailed  from  Liverpool. 

The  <'rtpt4iin  stjites  that  he  lius  rei-oivod  verlml  ortiers  ti>  give  up  the 
coiimiarn  of  the  vessel  to  Sy'vanus  Taylor,  the  snpcrcarg'o.  after  he 
should  get  round  Cape  San  Antonio.  Cuha^  and  tWt,  au.er  pajiising 
the  cape,  the  supercargo  direeted  him  to  shape  his  course  for  Galves- 
ton, Tex. 

1  send  Acting  Master  Frederick  Kodgers  and  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Hartley  H.  Sewall  as  prize  ina.sters. 

The  papers,  with  two  log  books,  were  sealed  up  in  the  presence  of 
the  prize  nnisUn-s. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  o>.>edient  servant, 

H33XRy  Eap.le, 

CusaKuF  TUE  DiSTtticrr  Coukt,  Southebk  District  o*"  NkwYork. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 
OffGnIve»ton  /iai\  Tr.r.,  Nnremher  1,  0^6 1. 

Sir:  1  resp^x'tfully  inform  you  that  by  the  srhooner  Annrt  Tayhr^ 
Mbich  left  here  for  South  West  Pass  October  :^*.»,  1  forwarded  a  com- 
muntcalion  in  rehition  to  the  seizure  of  the  Americun-luult  lientmj)hi*o- 
dito  brig  WiUium  M.  Rit\\  now  culled  the  IhUn,  and  sailing  under 
English  colors.  The  brig  sailed  thnt  dav  for  New  York.  At  al>out  2 
p.  m.  the  same  day  a  steamer  was  standing  out  of  the  Imrltor  with  a 
schooner  in  tow.  The  steamer  had  small  white  Mag  uj),  and  wan 
steaming  with  considerable  speed.  There  was  no  white  Hagatthc  fort, 
as  ha-s  heretofore  been  the  cu^totu  when  they  wished  to  coimnutiieatc 
by  II  flag  of  truce.  The  brig  fhlto  and  schooner  Atmo  T"!if"r  were 
lioth  in  sight,  l»ecalme(L  I  was  under  the  iiufiression  that  the  steamer 
intended  towing  the  schooner  out  to  windward  to  make  ati  attenint  to 
capture  these  vessels.  I  tii'ed  eleven  shot  at  her,  which  fell  snort, 
when  she  stopjjod.  1  then  sent  a  boat  with  a  ttag  of  truce  to  comnm- 
nii!ate  with  her.  The  schooner  carried  a  white  flag  not  unich  larger 
than  a  pocket  handkerchief.  She  appeared  to  have  a  gnu  on  boanlof 
her.  Our  boat  returned  with  a  letter  frr>m  the  liritish  consul,  a  copy 
of  whicli  I  entdose,  with  my  reply  to  it.  The  hittt^r  has  not  yet  been 
forwiirded,  as  I  wish  the  brig  tn  get  a  good  ofHng  before  the  consul 
receives  any  information  in  regard  to  her.  1  also  enclose  a  copy  of 
mv  letter  tn  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  the  brig /WA/.  The  supercargo,  unite,  boatswain,  and  four 
of  the  crew  of  the  brig  will  go  to  New  York  in  the  steajiier  to  give  in 
(heir  testimony. 

1  have  ordered  eight  ordinary'  seamen  to  l>o  transferred  from  the 
steamer  Rhoth'  hhinl  to  this  sBip  to  titl  the  places  of  the  men  sent 
away  in  the  prize  I>rtg  Dfltti. 

I  :im,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

Henry  Kaoi.e, 

Viiptilin^ 

Flag-Oilicer  Wm.  W.  MgICeax, 

Ct/tirmandhuj  G ulf  BUM^kadlng  Sqiuidron, 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 
-    Off  Gah^tmu  Tev.^  Octfiht-r  29^  ISGt. 
Stk:  1  h;ivo  tho  honor  to  m>knowlcd^o  the  receipt  of  j^our  communi- 
catitm  of  tlio  "JStii,  roquestinjf  to  be  informed,  if  consistent  with  my 
olHcial  duties,  of  the  name  of  the  vessel  detained  by  raeoff  the  entruncc 
of  tliis  port,  and  under  what  circumstances  she  was  detained. 

The  vessel  alUulod  to   is  the  American-lmilt  hennaphrodit«  brig 

WilNom  M.  liifi\  now  called  the  DdUi^  and  sailing  under  English 

colors,  loaded  with  salt.     Her  papers  are,  in  my  opinion,   illegal. 

Conscfiiiently  1  have  placed  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her  and  ordered 

her  t<)  Now  York  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

Henrv  Kagle, 

Captain, 
AitTiiru  T.  Lynn,  Ks(i., 

//.  li.  M.  Consul „  Oohu'itttm^  Tex, 


report  re- 
on  arrh^l 


Rrpof'f  (tf  Ffatf-OffftT  J/eliean^  (I.  S.  Naaf^  ft^msmittim/ 
(jordhkij  the  i»ip<ih'i'd  etm  flit  ton  ofth'  U,  a.  "S'.  Powhatan 
off  South  Wt/st  /*/tsM,  J/iMst'fisijtpt  Hivcr. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 
Off  South  Wrxt  Panv  of  MhttiHH!p2)i[R{ver\  October  SS„  1S61. 
Sik:  Tho  U.  S.  S.  Pomhatan  arrived  here  on  the  25th  instant  in  a 
leaky  and  tlioroughly  worn-out  condition,  as  shown  by  the  report  of 
Coniniaiuler  Porter  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  transmit)  and  also  by 
his  verbal  statements  to  me. 

Deeming  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  all  on  board  that  she  should 
proceed  to  tho  north  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  stormy 
season,  I  have  ordered  her  to  New  York  for  repairs. 

I  send  by  her  the  captain,  passengers,  and  crew  of  the  schooner 
./.  //.  Tiffun^  and  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Barnard  (a  list  of  whom  I 
herewith  enclose),  captured  by  Commander  Alden,  of  the  South  Caro- 
limu  with  instructions  to  Commander  Porter  to  place  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  V .  8.  nuirshal. 

AH  i)ai)ers  relating  to  the  vessels  in  which  they  were  captured  are 
in  the  hands  of  tlic  onicors  sent  by  Commander  Alden  in  charge  of  the 
prize  goods  on  board  of  the  V .  8.  ship  XUjhtingalv. 
J  am.  respcetfullv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

'    '  ■    Wm:  AV.  McKean, 

FliHj  Offirri'^  Oninoandhnj  Gidf  Blochidhuj  Squadron, 
Hon.  (iiDKON  AVklles, 

Sccfiforij  fifths  JVory^   WoAh/'nf/tn/t  IK  (\ 

[Kiichwiin*.] 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Pvmm'oh,  Octi^H-r'^n^  1S61, 
8ik:  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  this  ship;  you  will 
judge  whether  she  is  tit  for  active  service  or  able  to  encounter  the  bad 
weathe;  of  the  appixmching  winter. 

Bcf  Me  leaving  the  United  States  her  boilers  were  considered  unfit 
for  use;  thc}-^  have  been  patched  and  repatchod  sinee  that  time  until  it 
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is  st-iircoly  XK)!isihl«  to  patch  them  any  more;  they  may  give  out  at  any 

moiiipnt. 

Sh(i  1ms  hecn  uiidrr  stt'iini  ono  Imiulrrd  and  spventy-six  Hfiys  since  1 
huvo  comuijindcd  h<»r.  iiiul  sini'o  the  Uth  of  Aiijriist  sho  has  run  ovfir 
lO.fKKJ  niih's  iiri(lfrrt.«miu*i»  stoiini  as  she  would  bear,  whii-fi  is  Ti  iMnin<i». 

She  is  ruttcii  throu;;ho«t:  the  spirketinjy  is  so  much  dcruyoii  that 
niitii*  of  (he  Iniits  in  it  will  l>ear  any  strain.  Her  .standinsr  I'lgfiT'^ir  ''^ 
all  rolti'ii  and  parts  with  the  slij^htost  pixivocation.  1  hiKlhtT  bottom 
oxmjiincit  |at]  Curaytto  and  25  feet  of  her  false  keel  is  knt^cked  otf.  part 
of  iicr  forefoot  is  gone.  500  sheets  of  copper  are  olT  the  bottom,  und 
wliiit  is  li»ft  is  h>nsc.  The  bottom  is  covered  with  ^);l^la(l(^s  where  the 
w)>od  is  exposed,  which  is  tlie  only  things  thiit  keeps  the  oakum  from 
wa'^hin^  out. 

Tier  plutikinn'  wiin't  bear  eulkinij^  and  aljove  the  water  you  can  run 
n  kiiifr  throng*-!!  the  seuius.  Sbt-  leiiks  badly:  sometimes  tht*  water  gel;* 
nl>f)vt'  thi'  (irc-n>om  Hour,  and  in  port  it  takes  rive  hours  with  the 
donkey  pumps  to  pump  her  out:  the  bund  pumpji  c^in't  keep  hrr  free. 

In  fact,  it  IS  a  case  uf  complete  wear  out,  and  it  is  astonishinjr  that  the 
ship  tias  kept  aficmt  during,  the  service  slie  has  performed.  The  most 
we  e:iu  get  cnit  of  her  is  S  knots;  when  in  order  she  baa  gone  14;  but 
for  h«n-  condition  above  mentioned  there  wmild  )ir  no  more  eflieient 
ship  albiat. 

Thtuij^b  it  luiiy  deprive  me  of  a  fine  ennimund,  I  diM-m  it  my  duty  to 
state  the  true  <'onditinn  of  tho  vessel,  that  she  may  not  be  risked  with 
the  lives  of  all  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oi>edieiit  servant, 

David  1>.  Poktkk, 
Lieut^ianty  (hntinu n diu //. 

riag-Offioer  Wm.  W.  McKran, 

Comtnandinf/  (rti/f  Biockadinff  Sqwidium, 


Letter  frtrm  the  Sfcretorif  of  th^  Xttvy  to  }''fa(f-Oji*'cr  Jfc/ioati,  U,  & 
Nai^y^  reyiiVfilvg  the  hnne  of  ctMil  »iippf.y. 

Navy  DKrAHTMKNT,  October -20,  1861. 
StR:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  has  been  received,  in  which  you 
ask  if  it  is  the  inti'nti(ui  of  the  Department  that  the  Government  coal 
ships  shall  return  north  ft>r  a  supply,  or  if  it  ia  to  be  driiwn  from  Key 
West  or  Tortuga.-*, 

The  cnnl  vessels  are  to  be  sunnlied  from  Key  West.  This  faet  was 
eonuuimiiated  to  Klag-OlUccr  Mervine  in  the  Pejmrtment'rt  letter  of 
.Inly  b,  ISOl,  a  copy  of  which  it  is  inferred  wa»  f  urnisbt?d  to  you  by  that 
otiicer. 

I  am,  i*espectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Otfieer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Ct/ifimandlni/  Outf  BU/ckading  Squadnm^  Key  West^  FUi, 
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Report,  of  F}wj-Offi<u'}'  McKmn,  U.  S,  Jtavy,  tt-gtirdlnff  t/mcral  ttiait-om 
jttrtaining  to  hia  covnnuin/f. 

V.  8.  Fla«:shii'  Niagara, 

Ojf  South  Wf'nt  I^tHf^  MiitHiMMif/jH'  I  A*i'*v-/*],  ^'t>ftr/i^M'r  7,   /'S6J, 

Sni:  1  liad  the  honor  to  iwldru.sH  vou  on  the  2Sth  ultimo  liy  the  U.  S.  S. 
Jhir/i(t/fi7i^  since  which  time  nothing/  of  iniportiincr  has  occurred. 

The  RfnnU  /y/«»<'/ arrived  on  the  iloth  ultimo,  iind  T  um  in  receipt  of 
your  ^evenil  communications  by  her,  ronUiininp"infommtioii  in  rej^rd 
to  vcKsols  exiM'ctcti  wilh  munitions  fur  the  ivbel«,  enclosing  orders  for 
Lieulcnunt  Russell,  Puymastei's  \Viirrinj,'lon  and  (iilDmu.  and  Acting" 
Assistant  l*iiyunister  Gould,  iind  a  comnuinicution  in  reference  to  the 
destruction  of  the  privateer  .A///*///,  at  Pensacola.  and  infonninj^f  nie  that 
the  barks  JCthaii  Allnti  and  A'uHtp'y/ur  hud  sailed  to  join  this  .M|iiadron, 
etc.;  also  of  several  packajjcK  of  Naval  Uej^istt»rs  for  distribution. 

IlavinK  given  up  all  expectation  of  the  return  of  tiie  /It^w/ntfa/t^  1 
had  ordered  Paymaster  Dunn  to  the  steamer  iSottf/i  O^trrfihm  in  place 
of  Assistant  Paymaster  (Jonld,  condemned  by  medical  surve_v.  I  liave 
therefore  ordered  Assistimt  Paymaster  T()|)litr,  who  lepurled  for  diit3' 
on  iKtard  the  South  CartAino^  t<»  the  steamer  Mf/onr^: 

The  number  of  seamen  sent  by  tho  JifuMff  lnltnni  will  l>e  tuorc  than 
auiWcient  to  lili  all  vacancies:  no  more  will  1m:-  retjuired  for  some  time, 

I  feel  much  disapfKunted  and  disheartened  to  tind  that  the  oidy 
inei*ease  of  force  on  the  way  for  tluH  squadron  is  two  sailing  vessels. 
There  is  not. as  I  stated  in  a  former <omnuuiication, a  single  point  that 
is  sulGeiently  jfuarded,  and  in  a  short  time  it  will  he  necessary  to  with- 
dniw  the  steamers  Sintth  C'lrotiwi and  Mtinsach limits  for  repftii>i.  They 
have  boon  constantly  under  stoaiu  for  (ivc  inontliH  and  can  not  rim 
much  lonj'er;  even  now  their  sjwed  is  diminished  at  lejist  one-foui-tii. 
The  South  CarolUm  wius  yesterda>'  <*oini>ellt'd  to  leave  her  station  and 
oomo  to  this  place  in  order  to  receive  a.ssistunw^  from  this  ship  to  rejKiir 
several  cracks  in  her  boiler,  and  the  oidy  vessel  1  could  send  to  occupy 
her  iMJsition  during;  herabience  was  a  Hniall  prize  Hchooner  anucU  with 
a  24-poundi'r  howitzer. 

I  :un  now  fidly  satislied  that  it  will  not  be  [Kxssible  to  coal  vessels 
alon^  this  coast  in  the  winter  season.  F<tr  tiie  past  three  weeks  we 
have  had,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  days,  strong  breezes,  which 
have  tau.s4'd  so  nmch  sea  that  it  has  la-cn  ini|x.)s.sib!c  to  haul  a  coal  ship 
alongside,  and  there  have  been  but  few  days  that  we  could  coal  witfi 
Iwats.  Yestei'day  it  conuuenc-ed  blowing  very  fresh  while  our  iKiat* 
were  thus  employed,  and  four  of  them  were  unable  to  regain  the  ship* 
I  wa.s  theivfore  conijM'lled  to  get  underway  and  rini  down  for  them.  I 
mention  these  facts  in  order  to  show  the  necessity  for  a  dc|iot  and  fur 
relief  steamers  to  enable  the  vessels  to  pnH-ecd  there  ttj  tjike  in  coal. 

It  IS  sard  that  many  small  vessels,  chietly  under  the  Knglish  Hag.  aro 
iM'ing  freighted  at  Havana  and  other  points  for  Matamnras.  1  Inrg 
instructions  from  tho  Departn)ent  in  regard  to  such  if  discovered  with 
arms  or  munitions  on  bcMird.  Should  their  papers  In;  correct,  and  tho 
vessels  not  out  of  tho  pr<)per  tnu-k,  it  would  he,  it  appears  to  me,  an 
infringenn-nt  of  the  right  of  neutrals  to  interfern  with  thcni,  yet  I 
have  no  dtnibt  that  u|K»n  entering  the  Uio  Omnde  their  cargoes  will 
be  landed  upon  the  Texan  side. 

Vessels  of  greater  dnift  than  (1  feet  can  not  cross  the  Imr  t>f  that 
river;  to  blockade  the  Texas  side  within  tho  river  would  therefuro: 
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iv([uiie  small  stvanieif*.     At  proneiit  tliorr  is  nn  hlorkudn  of  the  coast 
wi'st  (jf  (iiilvfslon. 

The  Frcrioh  wiir  stoamor  //f^w^/rv*  u^'uiii  appoared  off  this  place  on 
tho  24th  ultimo.  Her  conmianflcr  (Captnin  llihourt)  visitt^d  me,  and 
stilted  tliat  hf  was  in  pursuit  of  a  tiviich  schooner  whirli  he  was 
informed  had  loai:led  at  Havana  for  the  pui'i>oso  of  running  tho 
blockade. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respcctfidlv,  your  ohediont  servant, 

Wm.  W.  AIcKkan, 
Fltiff-OJfirer^  Comwa}\ding  Gxdf  Blockading  iSquadrtnu 

Hon.  GiiHxjN  Wklijcs, 

Secretary  of  tft^  Navy  J  Washington,  D,  C. 


£xtrficf  of.  U'iiei'  fr^mi   the  Sti't'cfaty  of  the  Natuf  ti*   Fhuj-  Officer 
McKean^  IL  S,  Naey,  reyardiiig  rrfntelff  fft  km  afnimand. 

Navy  Dki'aktmknt,  November  2^  iS6t, 
Sut:  *  •  *  The  Department  has  ^iven  instructions  for  the  fol- 
lowing^ vessels  to  pntceed  to  the  Unit"  and  report  to  you  for  duty: 
Steamer  /Itfttcnu*^  Commander  Kmmons;  Nnr  Ltmd^m^  Lieutenant  A. 
Rcjid;  steamer  Smifiago  dr  Cuhn^  ('omniiin<ier  Ridfjely.  and  ]>ark 
Mid/if'ghf,  Actingf  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jamcij  Truthcn. 
I  am,  resixjctfully,  etc.. 

GiDEov  "Welles. 

Flajj^-Oliicer  Wm.  W.  McKkan, 

Cotnmafidt'n//  Gtdf  Bforhrdhuj  Sf/uadrfjn^  lujf  Wcvt,  Fia* 


Order  of  the  Stvretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flay-tJjfwer  McJCsan,  U.  S, 
Navy^  io  rftain  posactftiifru  of  Ship  Jn//jnd. 

Nav\-  Departmknt,  Novcffdwr  '2,  J86J, 
Sir:  Yourseveral  dispatehes  have  hern  m-knowhid^'cd.  The  Depart- 
ment awaits  with  riuK-li  jirixietv  an  invesli^jatioii  of  thr  (■<jnilurt oT  Coin- 
nianth'r  I'ope  and  those  under  his  ronnuand  durin}^''  tlie  hitr  aUa<'k  in 
(he  Mississippi  Ki\er,  (leiifnil  Biitlei',  with  2.0UO  men,  will  sail  for 
Ship  Iwhind  iihnutllH'  L'fMh  Novi'mber.  Y(»u  will  thi'rid'ore  hold  pos- 
eicssion  of  that  islutifl,  and,  it"  i>ractieah]r.  untvr  up  (he  IX-inch  ^uns 
fnan  Tortnt,'-as.  Thi^  /h'  St/fa^  CommamJer  Walkrr,  will  itfo  dirert  to 
V(ui  with  rilled  guns  lind  ordnance  stores.  The  stcamci"  New  L<mdon 
Las  also  been  ordeix^d,  and  every  exertion  will  bo  made  to  add  U|^bt- 
draft  vessels  to  your  force. 

Very  rcspe<^tfully,  etc., 

(jrlDKON    >VkIXES, 

Fhijr-omcer  W.  W.  McKkan 

Oomniandiny  O ulf  Btockading  Sguadran. 
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Letter  frmn  the  Sn-rtitiri/  oft/w  N<tvy  to  Fla<f-(y^cct  McKvan,  U,  tS, 
Navy^  rajardijuf  addliimiiil  rrjowfajbr  nin  ctunmand^ 

Navy  DErARTMENT,  Nm^m^lmr  -^  tS6i. 
Siu;  The  storoHhin  Sitpp/i/.  Licutonsint  ("onimandiiigf  C-V>lv(x*oresse8, 
will  sail  fruui  Svw  Vork  luv  Kt-y  Viv^t  in  a  fow  days  with  stores  for 
ihvi  (iiitf  Sjiiiulrnn,  iind  you  will    please  Ht»nd  instructiouH  to  her  at 
Koy  West  as  to  tlu*  disposition  of  her  carpo. 

'the  steamship  iJf  Sof.t\  CoinmandiT  Williuiii  M.  Walkor,  will  uI.ho 
sail  from  Niw  York  about  the  l2th  iii.staiit  to  join  your  command; 
also  the  schooner  liitrhd  SaHuuin^  from  Philadi'lpbia. 
1  am,  rciiix)ctfully,  ct«., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Fla^-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

CornuK/ndimj  (rxlf  Uhnh(iillnij  Stjuadron, 


I 


Leti-erfrom  (ft^  SecrefnrJ/  of  the  Nui^y  to  Ftnff- Officer  McKean,  U,  S, 
Nmm,  regnTftinfj  (rrdcrn  tMticd  to  the  cwiuiuLndi7nj  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  tSuntluiju  dc  Oxtbii. 

Navy  Depaktmkvt,  JVowm^^  1861. 
Str:  Enc'losod  yon  have  a  copy  of  instructions*  to  Commander  D.  B. 
Kidpely,   direotinp   him    to   jirocood  with  the   Santiago  de  Ctdm  to 
Havana,  etc.     He  will  not  at  prowent  join  your  jvjuadron,  hut  will  Ikj 
detained  on  the  specitic  service  set  forth  in  the  instructions. 
Very  rospectfuily,  et(^, 

GiDBOKT  Welles. 
Flag-OtJicer  W.  W.  McKean, 

C'omi/iandhuj  Gidf  Biockading  Squadron. 


Rfpitrt  of  Captain  Ba'tlvy^  U,  S.  Naeif^  cowfnandhuj  U,  S.  S.  Oolo- 
rado^  rfgardln/f  tlie  n^Mxavltfj  for  an  tricnMMfd  num/ter  of  offitvrg  for 
that  vessel, 

U,  S.  Steam  Fuioate  Coloraixj, 

Offi  Fort  Pf'rk^iA,  uYoremfM^r  6\  JS61. 

Sir:  An  Imijoi-ativc  flense  of  duty  compels  me  to  hring  to  your 
notice  the  cnppletl  efficiency  of  this  line  ship,  oc^casioned  by  the  loss 
of  so  many  of  her  officers. 

Five  lieutenants  and  four  midi^hipmen  have  been  ordered  home  and 
their  plact^  supnlied  by  two  acting  masters.  There  are  but  two  lieu- 
tenants on  boiira.  both  recently  promoted  to  tliat  ^mdc.  Of  the  live 
acting  nia-stcrs,  none  (with  the  exception  of  Midshipman  T.  Steoco 
from  the  Naval  Ai*adeniy)  arc  acquainted  with  the  duties  and  discipline 
of  a  man-of-war.  But  one  mid.sbipman  now  I'emains  of  this  ^rado; 
tlie  ship's  complemo!it  is  eijrht. 

For  future  active  ojK>ralions  apainst  the  enemy,  and  Ut  encounter 
the  winter  storms  so  frequent  on  this  coast,  it  is  necessaiy  that  the 
ship  should  have  able  and  comnetent  officers.  May  1  ask  of  the 
nepaiinif-nt  to  detail  Lieutenant  uatson  Smith,  of  the  Poy}fialan^  as 

♦See  Series  1,  VoL  1,  p.  127. 
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(ir>;t  lii'iitoimnt  of  the  Colfyrado:  also  Lieutenant  Goor^'o  ppwey,  now 
uii  buuid  thcbtcuuier  MiHuiastppi,  for  duty  on  board  thin  ship. 

1  inclose  a  roiwrt*  miule  by  Artins^Mit^tor  Jaraos  Tivylor  in  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  hieutenant  Selden  whilst  on  detached  serviee 
with  men  in  ebiit-jre. 

The  i:omiiiiinder  in  ebief  und  the  vpj*.se.l8  in  his  squadron  nro  noocH- 
fiarily  ut  ditfon-nt  smd  distant  ])oints  from  this  anchorage.  There  being 
no  vessel  at  our  dinposul  for  ttie  inirpo.ye  of  eoniuiuateatinp  with  him, 
no  niattei-  how  inijiortttnt  the  oi^a^ion,  therefore  I  now  make  the 
eommiinieation  (iiroctly  to  the  Department,  avuilinjj  of  the  oppor- 
tiuuty  by  the  steamer  Rhtfd*-  Ittlnna. 

I  am,  very  respeotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 
Captain^  Vnmwanding  U,  6'.  6'.  Colf/md^t, 
Hod.  Gidkon  Wrllks, 

iSecretary  of  the  JVtPey, 


Capture  of  the  j>rtiHtU-er  »chtotnr  Rfnjal  Yochi^  of  Galvest'OHy  Novem- 
ber 7-A\  ISt^l. 

B«port  of  Captain  EsglO)  U.  B.  Ravy,  oommandin^  IT.  8.  fri^t«  Santas. 

U.  S.  Frioatf.  Santer, 
Of  Gah\:stfm  Bar,  71  ^r.,  NfMemhcr  12,  1901. 

Sir:  T  respectfully  inform  you  that  on  the  nij^htof  the  7th  instant 
an  exi)editiun  left  thin  ship,  composed  of  the  tirst  and  secxind  launches, 
artnea  with  howitzei-s,  iinaer  cununandof  Lieutenants  .Tamers  K.  Jouett 
and  John  G.  Mitchell,  with  Mr.  William  Gaiter,  (.'miner,  and  Actinj^ 
Masters  Mate  Charles  W.  Adams,  which  I  am  happy  to  infonn  you 
ivsnlted  in  the  tola!  destiucticjn  by  Kre  <tf  the  sch(Ktner  Rtttjti}  I'tuhf., 
caipturcd  after  n  des])4'rate  encounter.  She  was  a  Iar*,M^  schooner,  with 
acconunodations  for  about  2.5  persons.  She  carried  a  3'i-poundcr  gun 
on  a  circle  and  was  handsomely  lilted  up.  She  apptnired  nijfhtly  off 
the  entrance  of  the  harlM>r,  und  I  was  apprehensive  that  .she  wiLs  htted 
out  as  a  privateer,  and  wiw awaitinjj: a  favorable opportimity  to  eM<!a|X'. 
Thirteen  prisonera  were  taken,  three  of  whom  are  wounded.  Several 
of  the  rel>els  were  killed.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  1  have  to  add 
that  Henry  Garcia.  K«*aman,  was  killed  durinj^r  tlie  action  and  John  L. 
Emuierson,  coxswain,  lias  since  died  of  his  wounds. 

liieutenant  James  K.  Jouett  und  Mr.  William  Carter,  g-unner,  are 
wounded  but  are  doinjr  well.  Their  services  we  shall  not  have  for 
Kome  time.  The  foUowiuj^  men  are  wounded:  toward  Conway,  ^ww- 
ner'8  nmte;  George  Hell,  coxswain;  Franei.s  Brown,  seanmn;  liugh 
MeGreg"^,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Charles  Hawkins,  seaman.  Tne 
Hurffeon  reports  that  they  are  all  doing  well.  A  C4ipy  of  my  orders 
and  LieutA-nant  JouettV  ofhcial  rojHirt,  with  mv  remarks  uiwn  the 
gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  meu  engaged  iu  the  expedition,  I 
will  forward  by  the  next  steamer. 

Lieutenant  Jouett  is  not  yet  well  enotigh  to  make  out  his  report. 
The  prisoners  will  ]>e  sent  to  New  York  by  the  next  steamer.     One  of 
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them  U  the  notorious  villain  Thomas  Chubb,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
they  are  a  dcspenite  set  of  fellows.  1  take  this  opportunity  to  men- 
tion that  we  are  very  short  of  officers  on  account  of  so  many  having 
been  transferred,  two  being  away  in  the  prize,  two  being  in  the 
schooners,  and  the  illness  of  Lieutenant  Jouett  and  Mr.  Carter.  I 
respectfully  request  that  Acting  Master  Freeman,  or  some  watch 
officer,  may  be  ordered  to  this  ship. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

Hbnbt  Eaol£, 

Oaptaifi, 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  \V.  McKeak, 

CtnntitandfiHj  Gulf  Bf<K:htdh}<j  Hqumlrfm. 


Beport  of  Captain  Eagle,  TT.  8.  Havy,  trantmitting  copy  of  order*  iuned  in  relation  to  th« 

expodition. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 
Off  OalvcsUm  Bar,  Tex. ,  Nm^ernher  25,  1861. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  my  order  to  Lieutenant  James 
E.  .louett  in  relation  to  the  boat  expedition,  his  official  report  of  the 
capture  of  the  privateer  schooner  Royal  Yacht,  also  my  letter  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant Jouett  and  Mr.  William  Carter,  gunner,  which  I  will  thank 
you  to  forward.  Lieutenant  Baysc  N.  Westcott,  first  lieutenant  of 
this  ship,  volunteered  for  this  expedition,  but  I  accepted  the  services 
of  Lieutenant  Jouett. 

*  »  »  «  *  »  * 

I  am,  respci'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Kacjle. 

< 'a plain. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKran, 

Vtniniiaiuiiikij  (hdf  BlorkadiiKj  Sfptndrfm. 

[KnRlofliirt!.] 

IT.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 
Of  Galw^fon  B.n\  Tf'.r.,  Novemherl,  ISGl. 
Gentlemen:  (laving  volunteered  for  this  expedition,  j'ou  will  take 
the  first  and  second  launches  and  make  all  necessary  preparations  to 
proceed' to-night  toward  the  harbor  and  capture  the  armed  schooner 
which  appears  ofl  the  harbor  nightly,  apparently  watching  for  an 
opportunity  to  escape. 

Should  3'ou  succeed  in  capturing  her,  you  will  use  your  discretion 
in  regard  to  making  an  attempt  on  the  steamer  Gmieral  Uratl-.  She  is 
lying  at  a  wharf  near  Pelican  Island. 

If  any  alarm  be  given  during  the  attempt  to  capture  the  schooner, 
you  will  return  immediately.  You  can  either  destroy  the  schooner  or 
bring  her  to  the  ship;  you  will  exercise  your  judgment  in  regard  to 
this. 

1  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

Hknrv  Kaole, 

C<rp(a}}». 
Lieutenant  James  K.  Jouett,  U.  S.  Navy, 

To  Viftuviand  thf  ExjuHllthm. 
Lieutenant  John  G.  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

To  Take'  Charge  of  ih<   Si-rond  Launch. 
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Beport  cf  Captain  Eaglo,  V.  S.  Navy,  calling  attention  of  the  Departmunt  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Lioatenant  Jonott,  17.  8.  Havj. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santek, 
Of  Oidxy^tim  /?.//■.  T-j:,  ym^:;fnh^r  16^  ISSl. 
Sir:  I  hnvo  tho  honor  to  inform  ytm  that  1  have  for wiinlod  to  Flng- 
Otiicor  Williani  W.  MrKrun  a  report  of  \hv  capture  of  tho  nrivattcr 
Rtujtil  Viirhi  ill  till' Imrfjor  of  (ialvo:?ton,  Tex. ,  at  atMiut  2  oelork  of 
tho  morning  of  the  8th  in^tant^  by  the  fir»t  and  se4-ond  huincho^  of  \\i\-A 
ship. 

Aiiioii^'  Ihe  bra^o  ofticoiN  and  men,  Liout4>imnt  .lanios  E.  .Touott 
iiiid  Mr.  ^\'illirtlll  C'tii'tor.  gunner,  wore  ron-ipiriioun  for  thoir  coolness 
aii((  roiiraijc.     Tfn^v  were  thr  lirst  If)  hoard  (he  vessel. 

ll  is  with  ph')i>;iin'  thiit  I  wmdd  e:vll  the  attention  of  the  Ilepartnient 
to  Uie  pilliiiitrv  <jf  l^ieuteiiuiit  JniK'tt.  He  waa  seriou-ly  wounded  in 
the  iirni  and  side  iit  tlie  ennnueiu'etneiit  of  (he  ooytest.  Alth()ii«.'h  suf- 
I'erini,';  from  wounds  and  toss  (jf  blouil.  he  .showed  jrreat  Hrnuiess 
lhr(in*,diout;  and  after  s<'ttin«:f  hn*  to  tlie  ve.s'^d.  he  was  three  hoiu's  in 
the  huincli  pulltny;  for  tlie  ship,  and  \\\\A  the  care  of  Vl  prisoners  and 
tJ  of  iiirt  u'oundi'd  men.  I  can.  with  i-on(ideine,  reeoinniond  hitn  for  a 
eoTiiinand  of  any  vessel  in  the  service  suiltihh'  to  liis  nitdi,  aUhoutrh  1 
shtndd  nnii'h  re;:fret  his  dehielnnent  from  tliis  ship,  as  he  is  a  veiy 
cUieii'tit  tdlice?-. 

I  ant  ph'ase<l  to  state  that  the  wounded  are  doing  well, 
1  have  till*  Imnor  to  he  your  ul>cdient  servant, 

Hknuy  Kaole, 

Cuptaht , 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrttaryofthe  Navy^  Wimhlngtmu  D.  C. 


Baport  of  Lientenant  Jonott.  U.  B.  Navy,  oosunandtog  expedition. 

I*.  S.  Frigate  Saxtke, 
Off  Gaive»ton  7/r/r,  71'./'.,  A'ta'einher  JJf^  ISGl. 

Sik:  In  obedicnee  to  your  orders  of  the  7th  innUint,  1  took  the  lirst 
and  seeond  lauruln\s  and,  ut  1 1 :4*)  p.  m.  that  day,  proceeded  into  the 
harbor  intendiri*?.  if  we  could  pas.s  the  armed  Heho<iner  ^nardin^'^  the 
channel  and  the  Uolivar  and  fFort|  Point  fort,*^,  to  try  to  8urpri.se  and 
burn  the  man-of-warsteamer  Gmentf  ^;w(/-,  ly inlander  Pelican  iMlaud 
Fort  [Jackson  '.\. 

We  succeeded  in  pikSHing  the  schooner  and  two  forts,  hut  in  attempt- 
ing to  avoid  the  sentinels  on  Pt-lican  fort^  we  grounded  on  Ikdivar 
Spit. 

At  this  juncture  we  were  dis*^overed.  Deeming  it  imprudent  aft4>r 
this  discovery  to  encounter  so  large  a  ves-iel  and  so  heavdy  armed  and 
manned.  I  determined  tx)  abandon  that  portion  of  the  expedition. 

As  had  been  my  intention,  iri  returning  we  hoardeil.  and  aftor  a 
short  eonflii't  captured  llic  armcni  scliooner  RtujnJ  Yachi.  We  took  a 
few  stjind  of  anus,  18  jirisoners,  and  herctflors.  Asour  pih>t  wasshot 
down  an<l  the  schooner  had  received  a  shell  iH^tween  wind  and  water, 
1  (lid  not  deem  itadvisabl*'  to  attempt  to  bring  her  out;  wo  therefore 
burucd  her,  after  H{)iking  her  gun,  a  light  ^^^i-pounder. 
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After  this  wo  i-eturned  to  the  Mhip.     I  ivgn'l  to  f^tate  thi 
wu-s  killod,  ti  oflicoii*  and  (i  mon  wounded,  one  mortallv.  wlio 
died. 

Hcwpcctfidly,  your  ohedient  .servunt, 

•J  AS.  K.  JoLT-Trr* 
Lieutenant^  f\  ^\  J^^trt/, 
Captain  Henhy  Kac.lk, 

O'nimandtnij  U.  A'.  Vrigote  Sante*'. 

[NoTK. — A  report  of  Captain  Jouett,  enclosing  a  report  of  Otinner 
Carter  relating  to  this  event,  was  filed  in  the  Navy  I>eptirtnu'nt.  May 
20,  ISTH.     See  Gulf  Stjuadrou  took,  vuluoie  i.— C^mpu.eu.J 


Oenaral  ordor  of  Flag-Officer  HeKean,  IT.  S.  KaTy,  commanding  Oalf  Blockading  Squadron. 
(Tt*  lit!  ri-jiil  nil  i\w.  quartcr-diH'k  of  every  uhlp  Attxcbcil  to  the  Gulf  S<(uailnni.) 

U.  S.  FLAGsnir  Niaoaiu,  Dtfrf/JM?/'  ?*,  JSOI. 

The  eoniiiiander  in  chirf  of  the  United  Stute-s  naval  foitr^^-s  in  tlie  (xulf 
of  Mexico  is  anxious  to  expresw,  in  the  ninsL  pul»lie  nianni'r,  his  entin? 
appreeiation  of  tlie  irallantrv  and  coolness  displayed  iiy  the  oIIIcims  and 
men  of  tlip  V.  S.  fri^'ate  Sf/nff,  enj,'-ajred  in  the  expedition  for  the 
Heizurii  iind  destruction  of  the  privateer  srh(»oner  li'iyal  YtU'/U,  in  tho 
liurliorijl"  (lulvrsl^jn,  on  tho  ni^ht  4>f  (he  7th  ultimo. 

Hedesiri'H  to  assure  thoni  that  he  fully  shares  the  satisfaction  they 
must  feel  at  the  lirilliant  siun-ess  which  crowned  their  etlorls;  otfery 
his  sincere  svitil>athy  (o  the  wounded  and  to  the  fi'iruds  of  thohe  whose 
lives  were  given  to  the  service  of  their  country,  and  while  expressing 
his  conviction  that  their  names  will  ho  enrolled  hy  a  pfrateful  country 
anionjf  those  who,  in  former  yearn,  have  ehed  so  hri^jht  a  luster  upon 
tlie  American  Navy,  feels  confident  that  the  survivors  will  unite  with 
him  in  thunl;sirivinj>r  to  the  protw^tinj^  Providence  manifested  to  them 
while  oni'ai'ed  in  .so  haziirdous  an  enterprize. 

W.  AV.  McKean, 
l^huf-O^ion'y  Cornmandinff  0*dj'  Bi^Jifciidinfj  $StjiMdnm. 


Commondatory  Icttar  from  the  Soenury  of  the  Harj  to  FLag-Offieer  HcKcan,  IT.  B.  TUvrj. 

Navy  Departmknt,  Dccei/thcr  ;?J,  JSftJ. 

Sir:  Your  comumnieation  of  the  3d  instant  has  licen  received,  and 
with  it  copie»  of  the  reportw  of  Captain  F^igle  a(»d  Lieutenant  »lamo8 
K.  douett,  of  the  cuttinj;  out  by  a  hoat  expedition,  under  conmmnd  of 
the  latter  officer,  of  the  ridnd  armeti  sc*h(H)ner  Ruifal  Yachts  on  the 
ni|rht  of  the  7th  of  November,  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston. 

The  Department  can  not  in  too  hij^h  terms  express  its  admiration  of 
thu  daring  and  successful  exploit  of  Lieutenant  Jouett  and  the  ollieerh 
and  seamen  under  his  conunand.  The  e4ipture  of  a  jichooner,  well 
armed  and  manned,  and  with  every  advantage  of  resi-stanee,  after  a  des- 
perate encounter,  speaks  well  for  the  intrepidity  and  bravery  of  the 
captors. 

rhtKso  who  were  wounded,  and  the  friends  of  those  who  lout  their 
lives  in  the  conflict,  have  the  sympathies  of  the  Oe|>artment. 
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IMoiisL'  inform  Lii'Utonant  Jonctt  and  Lieutenant  John  G.  ^litclipll, 
CitiimiT  Williani  CuvUt,  Acting  Mivslrr's  Matf  ('li:irlrs  \V.  Adams, 
and  iIkj  sruniiii  cif  the  *S'i?ifK-  wlu>  wvvv  t'nt^at'X'd  in  the  fxpcJilion,  of 
tJn^  pleasure  their  pillaiit  rondiict  has  ;,'ivon  tiio  L)(»partnient. 

TmnHiuitted  herewith  is  an  order  detaehitig-  Lieutenant  J.  E.  Jmiett 
from  the  Sanhe.  and  directing  hini  Uj  pnx^eed  to  New  York,  a-s  it  Is 
the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  jjivc  him  a  command  worthy  of  his 
ji^allantrv. 

I  am,  resi>eftfuny,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

Gl1}B<JN   \Vkli.k8. 
Flag-Offieer  Wm.  W.  McKkan, 

Comtnu^ndintj  Oidf  Jilockudiinj  Stjatidf'mi. 


Abstraet  log  U.  fl.  ihtp  Santec,  Captain  Sag-lo,  V.  8.  Kary. 

jVft^^etnfter  7  f  ISGL — At  11:40  p.  iti.  Ihe  lirsl  Inutuh,  under  Lioiitonant 
James  E.  Joviett,  and  the  second  hiunch,  under  Lirutenant  John  '(i. 
Alitrliell,  heinjf  arnu'd  and  e<]ui])|H^d  with  Imwitzei-s  and  smaU  arms, 
left  the  ship  for  tilt' pnrjM)Si'.  of  destinyinj^  Ihf  rol>i'l  iirincd  schooner 
lyinjf  inshore.  The  third  euttrr.  eommaiided  hy  Mr.  IvaiiilnTl,  mas- 
ter'a  mate,  also  left,  to  be  atatiuued  at  the  beacoti  to  lie  a  guide  to 
answer  HitrriHls. 

N'ovetiiht-r  S. — At  S:40  n.  m.  saw  signal  li^hb*  fi-nnv  on  shore  in  (piick 
succession,  also  heard  the  reports  of  ^nns  in  a  N.W.  direction.  At 
5:30  a.  m.  saw  a  l)ri«:ht  !i;^ht  to  the  northward  nnd  westward.  Beat 
to  nuurt*'rs.  In  a  few  minutes  it  proved  !<►  be  the  rebel  armed 
schooner  ^'/yrt/  Yrti'fit  sot  on  tire  l>v  our  party.  At  (i:l5  the  tirst 
launch  returned,  bringing  on  hoard  12  prisoners,  mX^o  Lieutenant 
Jouett,  W.  W.  Carter,  gunner,  ami  3  of  our  men  wounded  and  1  sea- 
man killed.  The  prisoners  were  put  in  double  irons.  .Vt  7:^0  took 
the  huinehoa  in.  At  5:40  called  all  hands  to  bury  the  dead,  and  com- 
mitted the  renndnsof  Henry  Oarcia  to  the  deep.  From  C  to  8  hoisted 
up  the  third  cutter. 


Report  of  Commandor  Hanter,  C.  S.  Kavy. 

Stkamku  Bayou  Cmr, 
(riiftu^xtun^  [7/'.r.J,  A'oi}f7nfttfr  Sf  1S61. 
I  have  to  re|i4^rt  to  you  that  the  chartered  hxjkout  schooner  Utitjol 

Vtfr/if,  <'oniniinided  by  Masters  Mute  Thonnts  Chubb,  C.  S.  Nary, 
with  a  crew  of  14  men,  anchored  near  Ikdivar  Point,  was  surprised 
anil  tirrd  by  the  enemy  between  "^  and  3  a.  m.  this  day.  The  especial 
duty  of  the  }W/it  was.  as  you  know,  to  watch  ami  give  notice  liy  signal 
of  i\w.  movements  of  the  enemy.  N«>  intimation  of  the  ai>proach  of 
the  enemy  was  exhibited  by  her.  and  as  she  w:ls  viHibh>  at  anchor  at 
daylight,  I  was  only  made  acquainted  with  the  occurrence  stated  by  a 
report  from  the  commanding  oHicer  of  the  OefunU  JiiisA\  anchored 
olf  Pelican  Spit,  distant  about  y  miles  from  the  Yacht,  The  com- 
manding officer  of  the  0<>?tfral  Hunk  tvports  that  In*  discovered  the 

Yfuht  on  tire  at  3  oVIock  a.  m.,  and  that  ho  repaired  inm»ediately 
on  boiird  and  extinguished  the  fire,  which  had  been  made  (diictly 
l»etween  decktt  of  combustible  material  prepai*ed  for  the  purpose,  and 
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hiul  n'!i(4i('(l  Mini  Tn'!ii"]y  Imriird  tlirou^jli  tlir  woiiden  cliost  contAinlnp 
the  iiiTiniuiiidon.  Thi*  cnoiiiy  evidently  loft  in  j^n-ut  hiislo,  Icavinf»"  nil 
the  niimuiniti<Mi  unci  smiill  arms  of  tin.*  Y'icht  rxropt  tifU-on  [illo^nblo], 
which  are  missiiit:.  The  yucht  in  considerably  damaged  l>y  tin*  in  her 
deck,  beams,  nmsU,  and  saitM. 

1  have  hroiijjht  her  to  Galveston  and  seemi-d  her  tt)  thi»  wharf,  after 
baviuff  phieed  her  12-pounder  ^un,  iiinnutnition,  and  small  amis  i>n 
ln>ard  the  irfiitnil  Rfi^k. 

The  commanding'"  ollicer  of  the  Rimk  and  hia  men  evinced  encivy, 
counige,  and  p-oml  <'ondint  in  extinjruishing  the  fire  of  the  nmi^azinc 
chest,  which  had  iicaily  hitrncd  throuj^'h  to  the  powder. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

\Vm.  W.   HtJNTKR, 

GeDeral  I*.  O.  Hubert,  C.  S.  Aniiy. 


Sooond  report  of  Commander  Honter,  C.  8.  JfaTy. 

(Jalvkston,  Tkx.,  N*nHifih-r  //,  ISGl. 
In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  !>th  instant,  direetiiifjf  ino  to  make 
a  more  speciHc  rei)ort  in  vegiird  to  the  capture  of  the  <iew  of  the 
lioijul    lacht^   to  emhnuc    more,  in    detail   the    facts  which   can    ho 
obtained,  such  as — 

Is  then-  any  evidence  o(  any  rtisiatanr-e  made  on  boani?  Was  the  capturi'  tlio 
result  tif  iicjilisence,  want  uf  projuT  vi>rilaiire,  vW.'i  The  couiniunilinj;  general  also 
deeire-H  to  know  the  onlera  jnveri  to  Mnat^T'c  Mat*'  Chiibb,  anil  tlie  [>i}f>iti(>n  r.f  the 
vessel  when  taken — 

I  respectful!}'  refer  you  to  my  othcial  report  on  that  subiect,  dated  Sth 
instant,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  the  especial  duty  of  Ine  Yacht  wtks, 
as  you  know,  to  watch  and  give  notice  by  sijj^nid  t»f  the  movements  of 
the  cin'iny.  No  intiiiialion  nf  the  appmach  of  the  enemy  was  exhib- 
ited ity  her,  and.  as  she  was  visible  at  anchor  at  daylij^bt,  I  was  only 
mudo  acquainte<l  with  the  occurrence  stati^d  by  a  retxjrt  from  the  eom- 
mandin^f  olliicr  of  the  iimu'vul  Rusl-,  anchored  t>n  Pelican  Spit,  dis- 
tjint  aliout  :i  miU's  froui  the  Yaeht.  This  report  of  the  commander  of 
the  Iiusl\  as  given  to  mo  verbally  by  hint  at  ^f  a.  m.  on  the  8th  instant 
at  (lalveston,  is  stated  in  detail  in  my  otiieial  re|x>rt  to  you  of  the  Sth 
instant.  Oii  recoivinj^  the  report  of  the  eomnnuider  of  the  Rnnl.,  1 
forthwith  |>i^K*eeded  with  the  Rayau  Vtfu  to  the  Yacht.  I  found  on 
both  of  her  sides  and  foremast  the  bullet  marlw  fi-om  small  arins. 
There  was  found  on  board  of  her  a  midshipman's  uniform  cap.  one 
United  States  cutlass  und  one  navy  revolver,  one  boat's  j^mpnel,  one 
12-iM>under  shrapnel  shell,  kiaded,  fuwd,  and  mHvked  "T.  S.  N..  Ord- 
nance Department.  Washinj^ton,  ISOI,"  placed  by  the  wooden  chest 
used  i\»  a  mafj^uzinc  and  conbiininff  the  umniunition  for  her  one 
12-pounder  gun.  The  Yacht  wa,s  pierced  with  !'.»  musket  balls  on  the 
port  side:  sbirboard  side,  8;  foremast,  r>;  in  her  cabin,  5,  and  a  bhxKly 
sheet  pierced  with  ball  holes,  and  one  broken  boarding  pike. 

1  hnvc  learned  since  addre8*iing  you  my  tirst  report  on  this  subject 
that  one  snnill  !*oat,  eight  muflled  ours,  n]arked  *\Siintff,  id  Ijiuneh," 
rtnd  some  of  these  pierced  with  nmsket  fmlls.  were  found  !»y  the  sol- 
diers on  Holivar  Pomt,  which  hud  drifted  on  shore. 
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The  Yacht  was  ftnch<>red,  when  uttaokofl,  iioar  Jiolivfti*  Point,  dintant 
alxnit  :i  milo^i  fmm  tho  wt^'aiuci-  (iemmi  Jini<k,  and  iM'arintr  N.  ^  K. 
from  C-t'ritial»\Vfiarf  at  (lalvoston,  disbint  aliout  4  miles.  A^Hiitt  one 
htmr  previous  to  tlie  attiick  I  had  l»oon  on  the  lookout  and  swt^pt  the 
horizon  with  my  nijjht  j^lass;  the  moon  had  sot  and  the  horizon  wfts 
hazy. 

Thnt  all  the  facts  and  circiimstanros  on  whirh  I  can  have  an  opinion, 
in  aiiswor  to  the  quoHtions  contained  in  your  ordor  of  the  lHh  instant, 
Ik*  laid  iM'foro  you,  I  herewith  tiimsmit  you  a  report  from  the  <'Oin- 
mandcr  of  the  steamer  dnwiffl  Husl-.  Tht-sc  fa<tH  indicate  that  a  rcs- 
ohit<^  resistance  was  made  hy  the  crew  of  t!ie  Ytuht,  and  also  that  -ibe 
was  surprisod  and  attacked  and  boarded  simultanuoiwly  on  both  Mides 
by  an  overwhelming  force  of  two  or  more  launchej*. 

In  niply  to  llie  enfiuiry  '*  Was  the  capture  the  result  t>f  nojjiigeiico, 
or  want  <^f  proper  vij^ilancer'  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  full 
Mtatenierit  of  all  the  facts  touchinj;  the  nuhjcct,  which  are  here  placed 
before  you.  In  reply  to  the  empiiry  "The  eonuimndlnij  i;enei*al  also 
desires  to  know  the  orders  j^ivrn  to  Maslcr'.s  Mate  Clmhb,  I  have  to 
statu  that  Master's  Mute  Chubb  was  directed  to  cruise  and  keep  the 
enemy  in  view,  :uid  inf«irni  me  by  siirnat.  either  day  or  nijjht,  of  all 
his  movements,  mu!  wnn  furnished  with  Ha^s,  rockets,  and  laiithorns 
for  this  i>ur|M)se,  ami  a  written  statement  of  the  sitfuiiLs  to  be  made  by 
him  and  also  by  me;  he  was  further  inHtructed  to  prevent  an}'  inter- 
course with  the  enemy  from  or  to  the  shore. 
1  am,  very  rcspeetfully, 

VVm.  W.  IlrsTER, 
CommamUr^  V.  K  Navy, 

General  I*.  O.  HftBRUT,  O.  S.  Army. 


Third  report  of  Commander  Banter,  C.  S.  ITavt, 

<iAi.vKSToN,  Tex.,  .\V>/vw/wr /?,  /W/. 
I  respectfully  report  to  you  that  iMiuster's  Mate  Thomas  Chubb,  C.  S, 
Navy,  was  em)tured  on  the  Sth  instjint  while  in  oonunand  of  a  small 
lookout  schooner  called  the  Royal  Ymhf,  which  was  chartered  by  onlcr 
of  Genei-al  1*.  O.  Ili^lxTt,  C.  S.  Army,  and  was  used  as  a  lookout 
veiwel,  a  full  report  of  which  in  detail  1  have  made  to  Ueneral  P.  O. 
H^lwrt,  C.  S.  Army,  on  the  Slh  instiiiit. 
I  am,  \erv  res|»ectfullv, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
CmnrnmideTy  C.  S.  Nany. 
Hon.  S.  K,  Mali^uy, 

StCFeinry  of  thif  Naiwf, 


Tbortb  report  of  Commkiider  Hanter,  C.  8.  Kavy. 

Galvkston.  Tkx.,  JtHiu/iry  4t  Jf^G^- 

Ilavinj;  read  several  pubti.shed  statements  taken  f  mm  Northern  news- 

|)apers  of  Iho  eapture  of  tlie  crew  of  the  chartered  Confederate  hK)kout 

schooner  Roxjtil  YfU'hf,  indicatinj^  an  oilicial  source  from  the  U.  8.  fri^- 

at/>  Sttufef^  anehored  oti'  (his  jMjrt,  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  place  on  the  tilea 
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of  tho  hr>noml»U>  Navy  Dopai'tmmit  tlio  Initl)  in  relation  to  that  nflfair. 
As  ill  duty  IjuuikI  J  pnnnptly  made  iiii  otiicial  iv port  on  tlmt  ^ul»jl.'ct 
to  the  in'tioml  ctJiiinmiuliei^  Iho  uiilitjiry  deimrtinout  of  Texas,  under 
whom  1  was  scrvin^jr,  on  the  orcurrence  of  the  f^uhject  referred  to.  It 
wiis  (bitcd  on  the  8th  of  November,  1801,  and  delivered  to  tho  general 
the  same  diiy,  to  which  1  respeetfully  refer.  The  YdcM  was  attacked 
by  a  larjre  force  in  biJiits  from  the  frigate  Santee.  The  uig^ht  was  dark. 
I  judjre  that  she  was  so  far  surprisetT  tliat  only  the  watch  on  deck  had 
an  opportunity  t«  otl'er  any  opposition  to  the  "enemy,  and  that  she  waa 
lioarded  before  tliose  below  could  get  on  deck;  she  made  no  signal  and 
did  not  lire  her  It-pouuder  gun  (which  was  found  loaded  and  I'cudv  to 
tire). 

Wm,  W.  Huntkr, 
Ccnnvkander^  C,  S,  Navy, 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mai.txjrv, 

iSecret<iry  of  the  I^a^, 


Letter  frGvei  the  Secrcta-ry  of  the  Xtn't/  to  Fhg-Off<;^  McKean^  U,  S, 
Nory,  iranamifthH/  ron/ttihtr  inforinailon  rttganiing  the  shipvtent  of 
coffee  fiXfiti  liio  lie  Javelm^  Iira2iL 

Navy  Dehartmext,  Nm^ember  5,  IHQI, 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  uf  a  dispat<-h  dated  tho  19lh  Septem- 
ber from  the   I'.  S.  consid  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  the  Department  of 
State,  and  cull  your  particular  attention  to  the  same,  ils  theee  vessels 
mxwt  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  [xtrt  in  the  inrtun*ectionary  States. 
I  am«  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Ofticer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Vornda.  U.  8,  0-ulf  lUochidlng  Squadnm^  luy  1(7«/,  Fht. 


[Etiulooure.] 
•  CONSLTLATK   OK   THK    UnITKD   StATE8, 

Rh>  (i  Jiiuf'hft,  Brazil^  September  19,  ISGl. 

Sir:  J  hare  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  ITth 
instant,  Messi-8*  W.  Moore  «&  Co.,  liritL-ih  merchants,  of  this  city, 
8hi{>peu  on  board  the  Knglish  l>ark  Km^yr^H^  Iltjpkinson,  niastor 
(nls,")  bags  (if  coffee,  iind  took  clearance  for  vessel  from  British  consul 
direct  for  New  Orleans.  The  same  firm,  a  few  days  previous,  8hip|>xl 
on  board  Itritish  brig  CurnHiopia^  Coit,  master,  2,5*;;}  l«igs  of  cotlcc, 
and  took  ulcamnee  for  8onH'  jkhI  of  the  United  States.  It  was  confi- 
dently' stii'ed  lit  the  exchange  that  her  destination  was  New  Orleans, 

It  is  said  that  Messrs.  Moore  &.  C^i.  have  some  advices  from  Kng- 
Innd  by  which  they  assume  to  believe  they  will  Iw  able  to  avoid  too 
blockade  and  safely  dtdiver  their  C4)ir('e  at  New  Orleans.  I  hav(% 
therefore,  deemed  it  my  duty  to  communicate  tho  above  infonnation  to 


I 


the  Department. 
Mr.  Webbdrfl 


not  arrive  yesterday  by  tho  French  pa<'kot.  I  regret 
exceedingly  bin  nonarrival,  as  his  presence  here  would  be  liighly 
benelicial. 


With  great  respect,  etc. 


Richard  C.  Parsons, 


aVLF    BL<»CKADINO    SQUADRON.  763 

Report  of  Captiiin  Iiurts,  Of/yM  of  Emfintern^  f_'.  S.  Armi/,  f/imng 
data  rega/'dingr  Jof'tijic-atiofis  in  the  Gulf  of  MeA-U'o. 

Enoinkkh  Depahtment, 
Wnaltiiujtmu  yovcDihcf  ,9,  }SG2. 

Siii:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  tl»p  4th  instant,  rallinfj  for 
II  li.*^t  of  nil  tnc  furtiHcations  upon  tlio  shores  of  tlio  (iiilf  oi  Mexico, 
with  their  location,  strcngth.  ftrmauiciit,  etc.,  with  nil  the  infonnatinn 
in  repml  to  them  which  would  Iw  useful,  I  ha\-p  the  honor  to  s<ubmit 
the  following: 

1st.  Fort  Ptckem^  Penmcolu  II(trhoi\  Fhn — Armament:  34  case- 
mate guns,  1U3  harbetto  guns,  2H  flanking  lit>\vit7et"w;  situated  at  the 
went  end  of  Santa  Kosa  Ishmd;  now  garrisoned  bv  the  I'nited  States. 

2d.  Fort  McRet\  Pi-nmoihi  lF<irfitH\  Fhf. — Aritianient:  8<)  ca!>einate 
guns,  53  harbetto  guns;  a  strong  masonry  work  of  two  tiers  of  ca.sc- 
mates,  opposite  to  Foi*t  Pickens,  on  Foster's  Ishmd  [Uank|. 

3d.  F(frt  Bitrrttnt'tix^  Vmummla  ffurhftr,  on  tho  inninhiiul,  north  of 
and  forming  the  jwintof  a  triangle  opposite  to  the  two  foniier.  Arm- 
ament: 33  barbette  guns,  H  flanking  howitzers. 

4th.  Hedimhi  of  Foft  /?«rrr/«o/Ar.  an  advanced  work,  on  the  land  ."fide 
of  that  fort;  ha.s  no  bearing  on  the  water.  Kight  barbette  auns,  8 
Hanking  howitzers;  would  require  regular  approaches  to  reduce  it, 
and  has  strong  defensive  arrangemelits. 

ith.  Ffirt  jftinjttit^  Mobile  Point:  east  side  of  Mobile  ontranro. 
Sixty-nine  Ijurbetto  guns,  14  casemate  guns;  an  interior  defensive 
barrack  and  scarp,  well  cttvered  on  the  land  side. 

'>th.  Fort  Oahuf*,  on  Uanphin  Jshmd,  Mobih>  entrani*e,  opposite  to 
Fort  Morgiui;  covers  with  its  fire  the  shallow  water  on  the  west  side 
of  the  entrance;  n  new  work  under  construction;  about  read}*  for  the 
guns.     Armament:  55  barbette  guns,  20  flanking  howitzers. 

Tth.  Fort  on  Shi]>  Ittiand^  ct/ft/ft  of  MJitsisftlppi. — New  work,  under 
construction;  a  large  masonry  tower,  to  mount  aliout  21    casemate 

funs,  30  barbette  guns,  2  flanking  pieces.  The  work  is  understood  to 
enow  in  the  possession  of  the  I,  nited  States.  The  scarp  is  about 
half  built,  and  it  can  readily  mount  its  casemate  guns. 

Sth.  I)ift'iiM'.H  of  Prorfortt  TMudififf^  Im.  —  Defends  tiie  land  approach 
to  New  Orleans  front  Lake  Uorgne.  The  works  consist  of  a  battery 
mounting  2.>  barbette  guns  and  a  tower,  8  defensive  howitzers,  and  4 
barbette  guns.  The  batteiy  is  alxiut  completed;  the  tower  more  than 
half  finished. 

ikh.  Fort  Pt'ly.on  the  Uigolets  Pass,  from  Lake  liorgne  t^i  Ijiiko 
Pontuharti-ain.  It  has  13  casemate  guns,  2*>  barbette,  and  4  flanking 
howitzei's. 

10th.  FffTt  JfacfWih,  on  the  Chef  Menteur  pBiss,  froui  Lake  Borgne 
to  Lake  PonU'hartrain.  It  is  situated  similarW  to  Fort  Pike,  and  has 
a  like  anuament. 

11th.  B'ftir-nj  Bieiivt-nue  Is  on  Bayou  Bien venue,  by  which  access  is 
hatl  from  Ijukc  Borgne  to  a  landing  within  afewmilesof  New  Orleans. 
Its  anuament  consists  of  13  barbette  guns. 

12tb.  Toirer  y>(//W,  affords  access  by  a  bayou  from  Lake  Borgne  to 
a  landing  some  lO  miles  from  New  Orleans.  Its  armament  is  6 
barbctt4ii  guns  and  G  defensive  howitzers. 

13th.  Ffrrt  Saint  PhiVip^  about  70  miles  1m4ow  New  Orleans,  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  It  has  5*3  bart>ette  guns,  3  advanced 
redoubts  on  the  land  side. 
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i4tb.  Furl  Jackmm^  opposite  Fort  Siiint  Philip,  111  luirlwtte  ^ns, 
16  cahc'iimte  guns,  and  li>  flanking  liowitzi-rs,  and  has  wet  ditchrw. 

15th.  Junt  IJvhujsttin^  (iraiido  Tt'rro  Ifslatid.  LoiUHlana,  has  20  Jmit- 
bette  jfiins,  and  K  flmikin*^  howitzers. 

16th.  KnfntiH'e  to  (ioTreaton  Hnrhin:  7<v.  -Woilc  for  a  fort  hii,s 
been  comiiuMK-ed  at  thin  point,  wharf,  road,  and  (|uarl4»r8  Imilt,  and 
mat4.*rialM  <-olk't*tod. 

Tho  jtniHuntMitH,  a.^  licro  stutwl,  an^  those  for  which  provision  is 
nmdc  hy  tlic  ICii^ntu'or  Dupartinont.  The  niitnhor  of  {funs  actually 
niotmtcd  will  di'pcnd  iipnn  iho  sti])ply  of  ordnance  availal>lo.  On  tbe 
land  .sides  a  imuh  hiri^fr  iiiinibcr  of  punri  can  bo  jfenerally  put  in 
Iwitt^ry  than  is  here  int-Uidod. 

The  pressure  of  daily  routine  duty  has  prevented  this  report  Inking- 
ehihomted.  If  further  or  detailed  information  is  desired  as  to  any 
pitrtii-idar  forts  ur  ]w>sitions  lieie  sperifntl.  it  can  Jm*  furnished. 

V%dual>le  information  on  ihe  whole  subject  is  contained  in  Kxccutive 
(Senate)  Document  No.  5,  lirst  session.  Thirty-second  Con^jfress,  for 
year lH.'>l-r»'J,  vol.  y,  a  copy  nf  which  doituni-nt  is  herewith. 

Tho  la.st  annual  rei>ort  of  this  otlice  (accom|)anybijj  report  of  Sec- 
retjir}'  oF  AVar  for  lSiK»)iilso  alTords  information  as  t«  a  nuiiilwr  of  the 
works, specified. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  E>.  Kt'Ei^ 
Captain  of  Kntjintcnt,  in  Vhart/e. 

Hon,  Skcrktauv  of  AVah. 


Order  of  Uw  Htcn'tory  (f  th:  Xanj  (u  ]*i<Kj-t{ff<:(r  JlcKmn^  U,   S, 
JVitv^y  approving  chronjrM  matlf  in  hi»  romi/umd. 

Navy  Dkfaktmknt,  Xmumher  JO^  18G1. 

8iu:  Your  dispjitchcs  liy  ihr  Xti/htiiKjuf*'  this  moment  rtM-rived  and 
only  acknowledged  .is  the  nmil  by  the  OntufHirtit  closes  in  a  f(»w 
hours. 

Tbe  ehant;ei«  you  have  made  in  consequence  of  tho  diMgruccful  atTair 
in  the  Mississippi  Kiver  ar<'  fully  appi*oved. 

The  eificient  ofKeers  of  your  souadron  will  he  withdrawn  and  given 
tho  tine  ships  now  buildinj^.  The  armed  sclntoners  Raehd  Semnnn 
and  Samncl  liffUui  have  sailed  for  Key  West,  and  in  the  course  of  eig-bt 
or  ten  days  the  iirst  of  the  new  j^un  boats  will  teavt!  lo  join  you.  They 
will  bi'  followed  in  a  month  liy  one  or  more  siJo-whrel  jiunboatw. steam- 
ing either  end  lirst.  and  carrying  one  rilled  S<»-pouiider  at  <me  end  and 
one  IX-inch  smoothlK>re  attlie  other.  Draft,  T  feet  loaded. 
I  am,  re-siK'ttfiilly.  et*., 

CiiDEtw  Welles. 

I'lag-OffitHir  Wm.  W.  M<Kean, 

Voitumtn^itHj  (iuif  Blo<:kadintf  St/uadrott. 


Utij/'fi't  tf  Captain  I^rtrfU,  IT*  S.  Xavu,  tyt/tirdinfj  f/u   mrftfnit^ifft  off/te 

U.  S.  FmoATK  Potomac, 

(tff  Mobiff^  Nm^mlH-r  /;,  JSfil. 
C-»)M.MfiiioHK:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  2!'th  ultimo,  1  have 
anchored  oil  Mobile  liar  and  tiikoii  the  place  of  the  steamer  J/ianci^t- 
aippi^  with  the  Hteamer  Water  Wi/c/t  in  i-oinpany. 


M 
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Tlic  usual  movements  of  steamers  ana  isomc  ^ilinj^  vessels  within 
tilt'  Imy  rontinut's,  anil  lunon^st  the  latter,  at,  a  favoralih*  luonirnt,  wo 
have  I'K'O'jnizfMl  two  .sebooiier  j^ualHtats. 

The  enemy  continue  to  «ork  upon  the  fort«;  more  hiisily  on  Fort 
Gaines^  on  Dauphin  Ifilanii. 

T^pwani  of  twenty  days  hav^gono  by  and  there  have  been  no  further 
eases  of  varioloid. 

o  «  «  *  »  *  a 

I  will  say  befoi'o  1  close  that  a  schooner  ^'unhoat,  with  the  secession 
flag  flyinj^,  passed  westwartl  in  the  sound  yesk'ttUiv-  She  appeared 
tol)e  a-*  larifp  iw  the  waters  of  thi^  sotuid  wtuild  Hoat. 

I  placed  Lieutenant  I^w.  of  this  shij).  with  *J0  jncn,  iiniird  and  pro- 
vided a-s  you  diivrled,  in  the  fort  at  iShip  Islarul.  with  hrJet"  instruc- 
tions for  his  guidanw,  and  under  the  oraers  of  Coinumnder  Smith,  of 
the  JAi.^.sY/j'/jw.'«//A'. 

N^wemhrr  22. — vSinee  the  al»ove  wius  written,  the  steamer  ihl^irndo^ 
with  the  storeship  F^arm^s  reached  this  anehorage. 

;:  o  »  «  a  ft  « 

I  am,  i-esjwetfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Cnpiahu 
Commodore  Wm.  W.  McKeax, 

VowmanilintjU.  S.  S.  Ntntfara, 


(Mff  of  the  Stcretary  of  tjw  Xavtf  to   Captain  Morn'/t,  I'.  S.  Katry^ 

fcm/fiajuliur/ 1 .  iS*.  S.  Mt-n^icola^    lit    view  of  th'^nyed  i^implHion    of 

repairs  to  that  Vt-xtel.. 

Navy  Depaut ment.  .Vovtwhtrr  IS,  J^b'I. 

Sut:  The  extniordinary  delays  in  Hnishinj,^  and  st:irtinir  th*'  P*nm- 
Viifatf  engines,  nnd  tlie  stninge  absenec  and  eonduet  of  Mr.  Siekles,  the 
dcyigner,  fortr  ujkmi  the  Department  the  suspieion  that  he  has  been 
arid  is  willfully  delayinf^  this  important  matter,  thei*ehy  keeping  out 
of  rni|>hryiuent  (nie  of  tlie  most  jHJwerful  ships  in  the  Navy.  You  will 
therefore  iTt:iin  Mr.  SickU's  4>ii  Inmrd,  and  piTriiit  him  no  coininuni- 
eation  witli  the  shore  except  through  the  Navy  ncpartuient.  Atford 
him  every  farijity  and  assistanee  for  startin*;  the  engines.  The  Ord- 
nance Deiwutuirnt  will  take  out  your  Xl-inrh  gun  and  put  in  its  place 
a  ritled  soponnder.  If  the  /^f7/*'7<^V'7'.y  engines  ojk?  rate  toleraldy  well. 
the  Deiwu'tment  dcsii-es  you  to  make  preparations  to  jiass  down  the 
Potomac  with  the  smallest  risk  possible  to  j'our  ship. 
Very  rcsi^ctfully,  etc., 

Gu>BON  Welles. 

Captain  Henuy  W.  Mouris, 

CommtuifiiinjC  S>  K  J\'ii«acftl4%^  ojf  At^r-randriay  Va. 


lit'port  of  Captain  Morrtx^  U,  S.  Aflwv,  vomimiioVnij  U.  .V.  »*?. 
i\:ututrola^  of  the  r-eccution  of  tfie  DepartuwnCH  order  r^itarilintj 
Mr.  Sicklen, 

U.  S.  S.  Pbnsac?ola, 
OfAitFondria,  !</.,  j\f number  P2,  1.%'f. 
Slit:  1  have  tin-  Imnor  t/>  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
this  dav's  date,  marked  eontidential. 


d 
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Mr.  Sickles  has  been  informed  of  the  order  to  retain  him  on   board 
and  to  permit  him  no  communication  with  the  shore  except  through 
the  Navy  Department.     He  is  now  on  board. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Henky  W.  Mokkis, 

Cajftain, 
Hon.  Gideon  Weij^ks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa-s/iin</to?i„  D.  O. 


hettei'  from  ColfmA  Bromn^  U>  S.  Ariny^  to  Flag- Officer  McKeiin^ 
[f>  S.  Navy^  giving  information  received  regardiJig  proponed  attack 
•upon  F<jrt  Picheiis. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PlckenM^  yoremher  /^,  186J. 
Sir:  A  negro  deserter  from  the  enemy  arrived  here  j-esterday 
morning  and  informed  mo  that  the  rebels  intended  attacking  hei*e  last 
night  with  4,000  men.  They  did  not  do  so,  either  deteri'ed  by  a  dense 
fog  or  that  the  information  of  the  negro  is  incorrect;  in  the  former 
event  he  may  do  so  to-night. 

As  I  have  before  said  to  you,  I  think  a  naval  force  of  at  least  one 
such  vessel  as  the  CoJorad^t  indispensably  necessarj*  to  the  preservation 
of  this  fort,  considering  the  very  great  superiority  of  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy. 

1  am,  flag-officer,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Marvey  Brown, 

Col<mA^  Commanding. 
Flag-Oflicer  McKean, 

Vommmidlng  Naval  Fffrces^  G^df  of  Mexico. 


Repm't  of  Flaq-O^cer  McKean^  U.  S.  Nary^  regardim/ the  movements 
of  the.  U.  S.  hark  Fthnn  Allen. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagaim, 
Off  South  If/Ai^  PtiHH^  MhiMsxippi  \Rivi'r\  Novemher  13^  1861, 

Siu:  1  have  tlie  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  plate  on  the  iGth 
instant  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Ethan  AUt-n^  Lieutenant  Commanding 
William  \\.  Eaton,  last  from  the  anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens.  B^^  her 
1  received  the  mail  bag  from  Fort  Picfcen.s,  in  which  I  found  your 
communications,  which  should  have  reached  me  I)y  the  steamer  I^hode 
Island. 

I  inspected  the  Ethan  Allen  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  (the 
previous  day  having  been  employed  in  filling  up  her  water  and  setting 
up  her  rigging);  immediately  after  the  insiwction,  she  sailed  under 
orders  to  mockade  the  bay  of  Tampa,  there  being  no  vessel  at  that 
place.  1  doom  it  due  to  her  commander  to  state  that  I  found  her  in 
perfect  order,  and  her  crew  remarkabh'  well  drilled,  considering  the 
short  time  they  had  been  on  board. 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Fhig- Officer^  Omxnmndimj  Gulf  Blochuling  Squadi'tm. 

Hon.  (iideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary  J  Washington  ^  }>.  (.\ 
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Report  of  Command'L^r  EtMryma,  I',  S.  Xavy^  commandkuj  V,  S,  S. 
Uatfrra^^  tegardituj  iM  arrival  of  that  aejufd  at  Key  If^'w^  Fl<i, 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteeas, 
Key  ll^w/,  Nrnjemher  2J,  ISGI. 
Sir:  1  have  tho  lionor  to  report  my  arrivji!  hero  thin  oveninj^.     Shall 
repk'ni.sli  witli  coal  in  tlio  mi>rni[it^,  whicli  will  rmible  tho  cnf^inccrs  to 
nmki'.sutiio  iioi'e.i.siirv  rr|Kiirs!ihout  liiocng"in('an<l  boilers,  and,  if  possi- 
ljh%  shall  bo  on  my  way  north  in  search  of  the  Co}no  to-morrow. 

1  loft  the  cape-s  of  the  Delaware  on  tlic  Tth,  havinjif  rode  out  u  severe 
^ile  under  the.  breakwater  the  nii;ht  previous. 

I  [)assed  three  of  the  bloekatlinff  squadron  off  ('ape  Hattenis,  and 
comnmnirated  with  a  sehooner,  loaded  with  coal  for  our  squadron,  ol!" 
Savannah,  on  the  lotl).  Learned  nothing  of  our  naval  ex|>edition. 
exrepting  from  the  eaptnin  of  the  .schooner,  who  said  he  had  heard 
heavv  firing"  off  Savannah  the  ni^'ht  previous. 

I  fiave  had  cveiy  facility  offered  ine  here  by  our  navy  u^ent,  Mr. 
Patterson,  who  has  reeeivcd  tho  notice  t)f  hi-;  .soun  being  relieved. 
I  am,  very  resjicctfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 

Geo.  F,  Kmmons, 

CoTiimajider. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

SecreUinj  of  ifiti  ITavy^  Wa^/thiffton^  D.  C 

P.  S. — A  few  more  iron  tanks,  to  hold  5,iiOO  or  6,000  gallons  of 
water,  would  very  nuich  improve  the  Htnbility  of  the  vessel,  and  prove 
a  saving  to  tho  Government  on  this  station. 
Re^pectfullv,  etc., 

G.  K.  E. 


Report  of  Captain  Powrlf,,  U.  jS.  ^Vi/yy,  rt^/u^tintj  insirnvtions  tn  the 
case  ofthtj  lirtiUh  briy  Comuct/piuj  scista  lyff  MobUa. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 
OfMohih  Bar,  Xovemh^r  1^  JS61. 

Commodore:  1  send  the  British  brij^ntine   Comucopm,  James  F. 
Coit,  master,  to  vou  in  ihargo  uf  Acting  blaster  Browue,  of  the  steamer 
WaUr  Wi'UL 

Thi&  vessel  was  seen  in  the  otGng  ycj^terday  afternoon,  standing  in 
with  a  very  light  breeze  toward  the  land,  to  the  ea.stward  of  Mobile 
Bar  rather,  and  I  sent  the  WnfiTW/'/rh  to  overhaul  her;  and  Lieutenant 
Hlighes,  linding  that  ^ho  was  bound  to  Mobile,  towed  her  in  to  my  ship. 

'Fne  ease  is  a  novel  one,  and  uiy  instructions  forbid  me  sendincf  her 
in  as  a  prize,  because  I  tind  no  specific  notitiealinn  of"  the  bloehade  on 
her  pa|)(M-s;  but  there  is  ample  evidence  that  the  shijtpei^  and  master 
had  notification  of  the  existing  blockade,  for  the  charier  party  itself 
provides  for  it  and  arranges  a  contingent  voyage  for  the  vessel — that 
IS,  if  warned  away  from  Mobile,  to  proceed  to  New  York. 

A  neutml  is  not  ni'riiiitted  to  go,  as  this  vessel  Inis  done,  to  the 
station  of  a  hlorkaaing  force,  after  having  had  sufHciont  notice  to 
enquire  whether  the  blockade  was  in  ftjrce  or  had  terminated;  in  other 
words,  to  go  [in  I  if  she  could,  and  claim  exemptiou  from  penalty  if  she 
could  not. 

.N    W    K  — vol.    lli lit 
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Thn  iniisUn-  I'onfosftCH  that  he  was  informed  as  to  the  bloi^kade  of  the 
Soutliern  ports  of  th*'  United  States  before  be  went  t<.i  Kio  fde  .Jnneiro], 
and  whilst  tliero;  nnd  that  he  touched  at  Morant  Bay,  Jamaica— where 
he  wft.H  hoth  able  and  bound  to  inform  himself — butexcusos  his  conduct 
undiT  tlio  nlcH  that  he  supposed  a  timely  warnin;»  would  meet  him  off 
the  port  of  Mo})ile,  and  that  tlirn  he  would  pursue  his  voyage  without 
further  liahility.     I  submit  his  ease  to  your  disposal. 

Till'  papi'rs  will  show  y<m  that  he  was  consigned  to  Johnson,  Moke 
&C^>..  New  Orleans,  via  Mobile. 

Should  you  decide  to  s<'nd  the  (hrnu<y>tn/i  for  adiudieation,  the 
arranjifements  are  all  made  by  Lieutenant  Hughes,  asMr.  Browne  will 
inform  vou. 

Vei-y  res[>ectfiilly,  your  most  ol)edient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Comiuodort'  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niagara, 


Repvrt  of  Captain  Ea^fU^  U.  S.  Nax*y^  rrqartfing  the  dattritcti^nk 
mhioner  off  San  Lws  Bar. 

U.  S.  Fmgate  Santek, 
Off  Gah'eatoH  B"r^  Texaa^  .yotvrnhfr  74-  JSff^ 
Sir:  I  n^spectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cominuniciition 
of  the   9th   instant,  with   its  enclosure,   per  schooner  S'tnt.  Httn^fon^ 
which  arrived  here  at  1*2  o'clock  last  nijjht. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  durinfj  the  pi*evalenee  of  the  heavy 
fog  of  yesterday  the  Sam.  JfouMtyn  eha.sed  a  8ch<M>ner  of  alK)ut  60  or 
70  tons,  off  San  Luis  Har,  causing  her  to  run  a.'^hore  on  the  breakers. 
She  was  undoubtedly  entirely  destroyed,  as  there  wag  a  heavy  nurf 
running,  and  the  sea  was  breaking  completely  over  her.  The  Sttm, 
Iloudon  will  leave  to-night  for  the  purpose  of  Itlorkiuling  iit  San  Luis 
Pass,  Iirazo9  Hiver,  and  Sun  Hcrnard  15ay  [Kiverj.  1  avail  m^'seJf  of 
this  opportunity  to  mention  that  we  are  very  short  of  ofticers,  and  I 
trust  you  will  let  me  liave  two  watch  oflicer!*  who  can  also  take  charge 
of  a  division  of  guns. 

1  am,  respectfully,  j'our  oliedient  servant, 

Hknrv  Eaglk, 

Captain, 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  :virKKAN, 

Commanding  (hdfBfockading  Sqaadr^m, 


Letter  from  CMonel  Brmjyu^  U.  S.  Aniiy^  to  Ftag-Offii'er  MvK^an,^ 
Ih  o.  Navy,  udi^i»ing  a  renetml  of  the  aitaek  vj>on  the  r^irjur/'s 
batteries, 

Heaixjuaiiteks  Depahtment  or  Florida, 

fort  Pichntt,  Nrt^yinhrr  15^  1S6J, 
Sir:  T  think  there  is  no  doulit  hut  that  the  rebids  are  sending  to  the 
north  their  most  elhcient  and  lK\st  trot>p.s.     One  regiment  left  on  Mon- 
day, and.  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  their  best  regiment  (the  Louisiana 
Kegulars)  is  immediately  to  follow,  the  present  would  seem  to  bo  a 
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very  anspM-ious  tiiiii'  to  niiiko  n  t-utnbinod  attack  on  his  hattorics.  As 
yoii  hM  out  to  tiu^  t\w  hojN*  that  uiir  coopemtion  wiis  only  au^^peuded, 
and  thiit  von  niivrht  ?*oon  ho  iiMo  to  return.  T  mention  the  above  frtctw, 
with  the  liopo  that  yon  may  tiiid  atfairs  in  such  a  condition  at  the  Mis- 
sissippi us  to  enat»le  us  to  renew  the  attempt  which  was  so  unfortu- 
DRtcly  broken  off. 

1  nm.  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant. 

Harvky  Brown. 

Cohjuti,   Vfnn  imindlng. 
Flag  Officer  McKean, 

(ktinnuttXttlntj  Sat^l  F^tTeeA  h*  tjw  (hdf  of  Meitico. 


StateineJit  of  the  nuwhev  and  poftkmn  of'i^essels  comixtsing  Ou^ 
hlockadin<f  Sguadrtm,  November  16^  J86L  \ 


Name. 


IMsttion. 


fiemarkii. 


I. 
3. 
3. 
4. 

6. 
t. 

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

U. 

la. 

1. 

8. 
4. 

a. 

0. 

7. 
». 


•MlSRKn 

CVilivmd.1 

*Mlmiiwf(>i>l.... 
•Richmoii'] .... 

CiiyleT 

Uunchufletla . 
Montgomery... 


Boath  WcRt  Pmb,  MfninippI  RLver  . 


HlnlMlppI  Sound. 

^Ip  IxUod 

ApalAcliiFoU ..... 
St.  Hark* 


*l^Hit)iCHruli&* BAraiorl*. 


WatLT  Witch. 

•Himtjwlllt 

Hattcra!) 

Sailing  vcmcla: 

Saatoe 

Potomac 

VIncenneii 

Preble 

MarluQ 

Etbaa  Allen 

Klnffflalier 

Fainp«ro 


9.  ,I.C.  KiOiii 

10.  NHttonal  Guard. 

11.  Wanrtcror 


Mnbllp. 
Key  Wert. 


OffQalvoiton , 

OffMnhUc 

Norlli  Enitt  fan.  Mlwlaippi  River. 

Off  Betwioli 

Apalitclilcolii 

OnTararwi  Bav 

POHArOuire 


Flaffshlp. 
BlockadiTifr. 

On  htrwMv  tf>  i^Hjina  iTiutrt', 
On  hor  way  to  Fortnckcni. 
Blockading. 
Do. 


BcpalrlnK. 

omered  tn  Apulachlcola. 

Frigate;  blofkadlng. 

Do. 
Sloop:  blockadlDR. 

Do! 
Bark:  blockading. 

Do. 
Storeithlp:    gotic  to  Key 

Went  fnr  roa). 
Conl  Fhip:  Konv  to  Tortugaii 

(or  coal. 
StoreAlilpiamhonil  iitShip 

Ifliand. 
Schooner:  stationed  at  Key 


tThlM  Hut  vran  received  nt  the  Kavy  Dtpartmenl  November  29,  IBSt. 

Such  of  the  above  as  are  marked  thus*  after  the  number  arc  in 
great  need  of  repair*;,  and  the  steamers  can  not»  at  be^t,  last  long 
unlesj*  they  are  thoroughly  ovorhaulcd. 

The  /A/^^'nw,  on  inirountof  her  light  di*aft,  being  more  suitable  for 
the  blockade  of  Apalachicohi  than  the  JA'w/y^v/u'rjy,  I  shall  immediately 
dispatih  her  to  tnat  place  and  onler  tfic  Monffjomery  oili  Mobile  to 
relieve  the  Wotn-  inVt7(,  which  vessel  can  render  more  efficient  service 
in  Mis.si.ssippi  Souud  and  is  too  small  for  the  heavy  sea  which  is 
common  at  Mobile. 

I  am,  respcctfiiUv,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Vltuj'Officer^  Con\mfmdUu^  Gxdf  Blarhtdlmj  Sqiiadrfm. 

Hon.  (rIDF.ON  WeI.LKH, 

Svcretai'y  ofth<>  Navy.,   WatthingUm^  D,  iJ,"- 
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LttlitT  from   Fhi{f- Officer  McICetins    f/.    S.    A^uvt/^  /o  l/w-  r/vv/i  of  tkt 

U.  iS.  S,  Mt4it(hsippi, 

U.  S.  Flaosuip  Niagara, 
Off  Fort  PlckeM,  yorcmAtrr  J7^  IHfJl. 

Your  foimnunication  of  this  day's  date  requosting-  to  be  allowed  to 
pai'tiri[>iiKi  in  \\\v  iittark  on  Pcnwicolu  lia.s  been  ren?ived.  Your  re^juest 
caused  me  ^r^^^X  pleasure,  vla  it  convinced  ine  that  the  spirit  of  palri- 
otisni  and  ji^allantry  which  wa.s  ho  distiiiguishinjr  a  feature  in  the  char- 
acter of  Anioritan  sailors  (hiring  tho  wur  of  i^fVl  \\x\a  not  deponeratetl. 
but  [i]leg"il>lej  ami  only  await  the  opnorlimily  to  aipiin  shed  a  liister 
on  tne  naval  service  of  our  beloved  country.  1  much  regret  tliat  I 
can  not.  <i)nststently  with  iiiv  duty  to  the  public  service,  grant  your 
rLMiuetit.     My  reasons  f<jr  nmkit^L^  thi'  <iiiin^^e  1  will  state  to  yoii. 

The  Rivjinitnuh  owinf^  to  her  liglit  draft  of  water,  will  in  the  event 
of  an  attack,  l>e  able  to  take  a  [wsition  which  will  render  her  entire 
broatLside  of  D-inch  ^iins  effective,  whereas  the  Ml^tfUsippl  <M>tild  only 
use  to  advantage  ber  pivot  gun.  This,  in  connection  with  the  nocea- 
flity  which  exists  to  remove  tHe  Richntond  to  smooth  water  for  repairs 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  will  convince  you  that  my  duty  alone 
influenced  uie  in  ordering  the  i'Uange.  ShouM  opiK)rtunitv  occur,  »** 
I  hope  it  nuiy.  which  will  enable  mo  to  grant  your  clesire  to  Sistiuffuish 
yourRielves  an<l  your  ship  in  the  service  of  your  country,  it  willg-jve 
me  unfeigned  jdeasure  to  do  so. 

1  an»,  respectfully,  vour  ol>odient  servant, 

Wm.  VV.  McKeak, 
Fftuf'f^^rr^  Vommtxudin^  Otdf  Bhx^kadinxf  Squadron, 

The  Petty  Okficers  and  Cuew, 

Of  tiui  U.  S.  S.  Mf'jiftMffppL 


I 


lit'/ftfTt  of  Commander  Shaw,  IL  S.  Navy^  ctwutiandifUf  U.  S.  S.  Mont- 
gomeryy  rfqardtufj  an  vrtMiuvetatful  attetnpt  to  <n^erhaxtl  an  nnkno^ien 
steamer  off  Apaiachlcolas  Fla. 

V.  S.   S.   MONTOOMERY, 

Off  We8t  or  Main  PttMSy  Ajfolachuftla,  Flo.,  Noty-mUr  JJ>',  ISOJ, 
Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
lOlh  instant,  at  7:30  oVIm-k,  a  steamer  was  seen  U)  the  ciustward, 
standing  to  the  westward.  I  inmiedialely  got  underway  and  proceeded 
\Ai  cut  off  and  overhaul  her.  When  within  hailing  distance,  we  spoke 
her,  but  could  nttt  make  (uit  her  reply  t^>our  question  of  what  vessel  it 
w»us  On  hearing  the  hail,  twice  repeated,  *'ls  thai  Ihe  }foiitt/t'Wt'rt/,^*^ 
wc  replied  each  time,  "Yes/'  The  .stranger  had  not  htoi)ped  her 
engines,  while  we  lay  molioidess,  and  alth«»ugh  we  bad  given  them 
every  I'CJison  to  suppose  that  this  was  the  Moutfiouwrij^  she  still  kept 
going  ahead  and  edging  otT  from  us,  I  then  lircd  a  shota<'ross  her 
bows  to  bring  her  to,  of  which  no  notice  was  taken.  A  shell  wa^  then 
thrown  for  the  same  purpose,  of  which  no  more  n<»tice  was  taken  than 
of  Ihe  shot,  she  stiuulinjr  oif  undei-  high  sjH'cd.  We  th«Mi  started  in 
purt:)Uit  of  her,  and,  although  all  Miil  and  steam  was  on  thi-^  vessel,  tlie 
stranger,  after  a  chase  of  four  hours,  disappeared  directly  ahead  of 
us.  As  I  concluded  it  was  useless  to  follow  her  any  farther,  havii 
returned  to  my  former 
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If  she  was  one  of  our  transport  st(^anu'i*s.  lior  conduot  in  not  answer- 
ing (nir  hitil  or  rolurning  any  of  our  s|iot>,  wn.':-,  to  sa\"  thw  leiisl.  very 
singular;  atid  if  sho  wii.'i  an  (Mioniy,  I  liuv*^  only  to  say  shi>  was  a  vorv 
fast  one.  I  l»eg  leavfl  to  enrlose  an  (extract  from  the  loj;  of  this  vessel, 
which  will  give  you  a  l>etter,  ron(teni*ed  idea  of  the  ntfair. 
I  aui,  sir/very  respectfully,  your  obedient  s^orvant, 

T.  D.  Shaw, 

W.  W.  McKean,  Esq., 

Flag- Officer^  Comdg.  U.  S.  Blochdy.  Squadron,  (hilfnf  Metxico. 


Report  of  Fl<ig-0^c^  McK^an^  U.  S.  -A'fi/y,  regarding g^i/^ral  matters 
pertauihtg  to  Ihm  command,  and  refjnentiny  hattructloiin  regarding  tike 
catfe  of  the  British  brig  Cornucopia. 

U.  S.  Fi^osirtp  NiAOARA, 
Off  Fort  Pid-tVM,  Navemher  IS,  IS61, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  conimuni- 
oation  of  Sept*^mf>er  is,  informing  lue  that  my  command  is  extended 
to  Cape  Florida  and  the  island  of  Ciil)a. 

There  is  at  j)reseiit  hut  one  vessel  cast  of  Tortugas,  the  V.  S. 
schooner  W-And^-rrr.  Liouteniuit  ('ouiniamling  Spotts.  She  was  sta- 
tioned at  Key  West  hy  Klag-Oflicer  Mt>r\ine.  and  it  is  only  recently 
that  I  have  been  able  to  communicate  with  her.  It  was  not  until  the 
15th  instant  that  I  learned  the  instructiony  that  bad  boeu  given  to  her 
commander  hy  Flag-Offioer  "^lerviiie. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  to  the  l^epartmeni  that  it  is  entirely  out 
of  my  power  to  send  even  one  vessel  to  that  part  of  the  coast,  a.s  those 
at  my  disposal  are  entirely  insuUicient  for  the  blockade  of  the  Clulf 
[of  Mexico].  So  soon  \\s  I  am  afile  to  do  ho,  1  will  dispatch  a  ve.ssel 
to  cniise  between  Cuba  and  the  coast  of  Florida.  1  transmit  for  the 
iufornifttion  of  the  Department  a  sUitemont  showing  the  number  of 
vessels  now  composing  the  squadron,  with  their  present  stations. 

I  left  the  Soutn  West  Pas-s  of  Mississippi  (River),  whore  I  had  l)ee,ii 
tied  (with  the  exception  of  four  days}  ever  since  1  assumed  the  cora- 
Djand,  on  the  mornmg  of  the  14th  instant  nt  4  a.  m.,  the  Coh/rttdo  hav- 
ing arrived  to  relieve  me  in  the  blockade  on  the  previous  afternoon. 

On  my  way  to  this  place  I  visited  and  ins|X'ctea  the  Richmond  and 
\'iffcc/rfU'i<.  The  V^i/frrntu-s  \f^  now  provided  (in  addition  to  her  four 
Vlll-inch  guns)  with  two  of  the  IX-inch  Dahlgren  guns  which  were 
brought  from  fortugas  for  the  battery  at  the  Mississippi.  In  my 
opinion,  and  also  in  that  of  her  conunaniler,  she  is  unite  as  efficient  as 
with  her  former  battery  of  fonrteeu  light  3'2-pounners.  I  .suggested 
to  the  Chief  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  in  roi>ortmg  the  loss  of  her  guns, 
that  two  gootl  rifled  suns  and  two  ii4-ix»under  howitzers  would  make 
her  more  etlicicnt  than  to  renew  the  battery  tbrowu  overboard  by 
Conimamlcr  Handy. 

1  also  visited  Ship  Island,  and  as  I  find  from  the  instruction.^  received 
by  the  IIatttTai<  that  the  Govenuneut  intends  to  hold  that  point,  I  am 
most  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  it  has  already  l>een  placed 
in  such  a  state  of  defense  that  there  can  Ix;  little  doubt  of  our  ability 
to  retain  it  until  the  arrival  of  the  troupti. 
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Tho  work  lias*  Ix^en  inmh  streiigthenod.  Theni  arr*  Hcveii  casemates 
finishnd  uml  niiui  uiilinishnd.  Thn  four  IX-iTirh  l):ihl{rivn  g"uns  men- 
tioned iu  my  disiMitrli  No.  5  a8  haviiii^  l>oi>n  lamled  on  the  island  have 
Juitni  luounied  (one  on  a  pivot,  whien  ran  lie  rii-eU  in  any  tIiiv<>tion) 
and  are  now  ready  for  servite.  The  rear  of  tiie  fort  is  prot«H*ted  hy 
two  Ii!-pounder  howitzers  on  iield  carriape^.  That  so  niurh  woik  haa 
been  aeeonipHshed  in  so  short  a  time  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  activity 
and  unttrinij  energy  of  Coniniander  Melunetun  Smith,  of  the  Mosm- 
chukdltH.     Too  niuen  commendation  ean  not  be  be.stowed  u|K>ti  him. 

1  will,  at  the  earliest  moment  in  my  power,  have  the  remaining 
Dahlu;ren  ^uus  transferred  from  Tortugits  to  Ship  Ihland:  but  I  ixiu.st 
here  mention  that  the  casemates  are  intended  for  army  guns  with 
regular  rasemate  earriage«.  In  order  to  mount  the  Dahlgrcns,  it  was 
necessary  to  kave  platforms  constructed  to  I'aise  them:  tnis  requires 
much  Ial>or,  and  after  being  mounted  more  men  are  retiuisite  to  work 
them  than  if  on  army  carriages.  I  have  detiuled  from  the  larger 
vessels,  ami  stationrd  at  the  fort,  a  lieutenant  of  marines  and  30  pri- 
vates; also  a  lieutenaut,  master,  and  midshipman  from  the  nuval 
service,  and  I4iiseatnen- 

I  reached  this  anchorage  on  the  17th  instant  (Sunday)  at  9  a,  m,, 
soon  after  which  tlic  steamer  llatU-Ms  ai*rived.  153*  her  I  rrx^eived 
your  several  coniinuniciitioiis  of  November  2,  and  1  assure  j'ou  I  feel 
cheeit'd  by  the  promine  of  an  increase  of  force  therein  contained. 

The  Dejiartriient  may  rest  satisfied  that  no  efi'oi't  on  my  part  shall  be 
wanting  to  use  it,  so  far  as  my  judgment  will  allow,  for  the  best  inter- 
est and  honor  of  my  country. 

To  sh*>\v  bow  much  reason  I  have  liud  to  be  discouraged  from  the 
want  of  a  suital)le  force,  1  will  mention  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
Itith  instant,  before  leaving  Ship  Island,  there  were  no  less  than  four 
large  steamers  and  several  schooners  iKslonging  to  the  rebels  in  tsig^ht, 
all  (»f  them  out  of  our  reach.  They  were  crossing  a  ilat  or  bank,  on 
which  there  is  but  from  C  to  7  foet  of  water,  and  entirely  out  of  the 
range  of  our  guns. 

I  lind  that  the  Ixittery  of  tlic  FlatienM  consists  of  four  light 
Sa-pounders  and  one  yO-iwunder  rifled  gun.  1  would  urge  upon  the 
Department  that  these  light  vessels  for  sei*vice  on  this  coast  woidd  be 
far  more  efficient  if  aniied  with  two,  or  even  one,  heavv  rifled  gun  (on 
pivot)  and  two  or  more  24-pounder  howitzers.  These  light  tJ2-i>ound- 
ers  are  only  effective  at  clost^  quarters,  and  for  that  purpose  the  how- 
itzers are  more  efficient,  as  thoy  eaii  bo  lirod  so  much  moi-o  rapidly  and 
require  fewer  men.  The  advantages  of  such  an  anuainont  are  that, 
at  close  quarters,  or  if  attiicked  by  boaLs,  the  howitzers  are  most  etfi- 
eieiit,  and.  if  possessed  of  .sneed.  a  rifle  of  heavy  calibcM*  and  long 
range  would  enable  them  to  destroy'  their  enemy  (unless  similarly  pro- 
vided) without  risk  to  their  machmery,  which  is  usually  al>ove  lx>ard 
and  nmch  exposed  to  fshot. 

By  the  IStn  article  of  the  treatv  of  1794,  Iwtween  (treat  Uritain  and 
the  ITnited  States,  it  was  declared  that  **A  neutral  veat-el  might  thus 
lawfully  .sail  for  a  blockaded  port,  knowing  it  to  l>e  blockaded,  and 
being  found  sailing  towiird  su<h  a  |K>rt  would  not  constitute  an 
attempt  to  break  the  lilockade  uidi'ss  she  should  be  aclually  warne<l 
oir.'*  A  case  in  jxiint  has  just  occurred,  and  was  referred  to  me  by 
(■aptain  Powell.  He  detained  the  British  brig  Coruuroju'a,  jKipers  all 
correct,  cleared  from   Kio  de  .Janeiro,  for  Mold le  or  New  York,  the 
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oaptain  admitting;  that  he  was  aware  of  the  hlorkadi*,  but  claiming' 
that  ho  was  cntitlod  to  a  warniiijj  from  tho  fjlocknding  force.  As  the 
law  upix^ars  to  mo  plain,  and  is  iu  conformity  with  my  instructions 
rfceivfd  whiMi  orderud  to  blocltade  ('harloHton.  and  as  her  car^,  in 
my  opinion,  was  not  oontralvand  (hpinjf  coITop).  1  directed  that  her  pa- 
pers should  receive  the  proper  endorsement  and  .she  !>e  allowed  to 
proceed,  ostensibly,  to  New  York.  There  was  great  divei*sity  of 
opinion  among  the  oftieei*s  on  the  subject,  and  1  l>eg  to  be  informed  by 
the  Depitrtmeiit  whether  the  course  which  1  pursued  wns  correct. 
Should  the  Government  have  come  to  anv  decit^ion  an  to  the  articled 
to  bo  considered  4-ojitnil>and,  I  beg  to  be  hirni.shed  with  a  Ui*t, 

1  writci  very  hn.stily,  as  the  opportunitv  was  unexpected.  1  send 
this  by  the  amiy  tninsport  steamer  Peahodt/^  which  is  now  getting 
underway. 

I  am,  ix^siK'ctfully,  vour  o)jedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKeax, 
Fl<tg-Ojfficei\  Cwnmanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret*iry  of  tfta  Ma^y,  Wmhingtony  D.  C. 


Rep<^t  of  Fittg-Officer  McKeofu  U.  S.  Xavy^  regarding  orders  issued 
t-o  certain.  United  States  vessels, 

V.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 
Of  Fort  PU-kens,  Nfn'cmber'^i,  1861, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  in  form  you  that  the  steamer  //(itteraM^ 
Commander  Kmmons,  arrived  at  this  phice  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
the  steamer  JVov  Lond/m,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Abner  Read,  on 
the  19th  instant.  Ou  the  18th  instant  I  di.simtched  the  liatteraaUi 
Apalachicola  to  relieve  the  Moittgonury,  whicli  vessel  draws  too  much 
water  to  be  ctTective  at  that  point.  The  ^ete  Tjmdtm  \  ordered  to 
Mississippi  Sound. 

The  jti^utgothtry  I  shall  order  to  Atchafalaya  Bay;  she  draws  too 
much  waten  but  it  is  the  best  I  can  do. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKeax, 

}*l(iij'  Ofi<:4^^  Oomvtanding  Gulf  Bloi'kadiny  St/uadron. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Weu.es, 

S^reiary  of  ifie  Naiuj^  Washingt^m.^  D.  C 


Report  of  LieuUnamt  lirad,  U.  S.  iVtt(*y,  commanding  IL  S.  S.  Nefte 
Lt^ndon,  regarding  l?te  oiptun'  hy  that  i>essel  of  the  schooner  Olive^ 
November  J?/,  and  stmmer  Auna^  Xirvemhifr  SiB^  ISGL 

D.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Ship  Island,  Ntn^emher  SG,  ISOl. 
Sir:  While  cruising  in  Mississippi  Sound  in  concert  with  the  R.  R. 
Cttyler  on  the  idgbt  of  the  iilst,  about  half  j>a-st  10  oVlock,  wo  discov- 
ered a  schooner;  lowered  Ixjats  and  cjiptnred  her.     She  pi*oved  to  bo 
the  schooner  Olive,  a  rebel  trader;  cargo,  lumber. 
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Tavo  hours  and  H  bulf  aftorward.s,  on  tbt^  morning  of  the  32d,  ^ 
made  a  stcHnu'r;  ran  aloiipfsidr  and  took  |x>ssrssion  Ml>oiit   1  »»Vk 
Tho  fltcanior  proved  to  he  the  Htotiiiiltcmt  An/iti,  a  freight   huut.  piyi  ^ 
l>etween  Piustiijroula  and  New  Orleans.     Her  t-arffo  considted  of  tur 
l^icntino  and  rosin. 

The  ves-sols  were  taken  to  Ship  Island  and  turned  over  to 
niander  Melaucton  Smith,  neuior  oflieor  present. 

Ao<^onipiinying  this  report  yon  will    hnd  a  list  of  officci"a  and 
belonging  to  the  A'rw  Ijnuion;  also  10  men  from  the  U.  S,  S.  JAm 
^^ehunetts  as  volunteers,  and  Aeting  Master  Wiggin,  from  Kort  Mj 
chusetts,  who  piloted  us  and  riMidered  good  Horvioe. 
I  aui,  respeetl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Kf.ad, 

Hon.  Gideon  \Vetj.es, 


Report  of  Commands  JS-mith^  U.  S.  Kavy^  reganHfuj  the  captttre 
tfie  svnoinwt*  Olive^  November  21^  and  st^ior/t^r  Anna^  A^o-wm^t 
J861. 

U.   S.  S.   MASfiACIirSKTTS, 

At  A^/ttp  Mand^  AV'/v-wJer  HG,  ISC  J. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  at  l:4<i  a.  ru.  on  the  momin^f  of  the 
22d  instant  ihi'  steamer  A'etr  l^md^-n.  piloted  hy  Acting  Master  Goorgi^H 
Wiggin,  euptur4'(l  in  Mississtpi)i  Sound  (Ity  a  eoneerted  armngeinenfl^ 
with  the  R.  R.  i'lnjhr  and  the  aid  of  a  jwrtion  of  the  erew  of  the 
2fft^HHf/iuMe/ff<)  the  steamboat  A/mtt,  of  Paseagoula,  lx>uud  to  New 
Orleiins  with  naval  stores,  and  the  scbtwncr  Oh'iy.  loaded  with  lum- 
ber for  the  same  market. 

As  the  lumber  has  reached  the  fort  for  which  it  waa  originally 
designed,  I  coneeivt.'  that  there  will  I)e  no  impropriety  in  appropiiut- 
ing  the  eargo  and  using  the  materials  fur  the  reconstruetiou  of  that 
work. 

The  letters  and  papers  found  on  board  the  steamer,  with  the  nftidavi^, 
of  the  prize  master,  will,  with   vour  approval,  be  forwai-ded  to  the 
judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  and  the  necessary  witnesses  have  been  detained  to  accom- 

Eany  the  goods  upon  their  transshipment,  which  last  armngement 
ecomew  necessary'  from  tlie  uuseaworthy  condition  of  the  two  vessels 
seized.  ^_ 

Whatever  ves.sel  you  may  dej^ignatc  to  convey  the  aforesaid  cars^H 
to  the  north  will  be  loaded  with  all  ix>sHible  dispatch  upon  her  arrivS. 
There  being  no  cu?itoni-house  at  Pascugoulu,  m-ithtT  vessel  had  any 
clearance.  umnife;*t.  or  bills  of  hiding,  but  an  inventory  of  the  cargo  oi 
both  vessels  is  herewith  annexed,  so  far  as  ascertained  to  this  date.     Th 
steaml>oat  having  drifted  :ishore  during  t he  In-st^ale,  could  not,  owing  to 
this  ctisualty,  be  completely  discharged.     Freight  landed  from  steam- 
boat  Aimn^  7kH    barrels    rosin,   102    tierces   .spirits   turpentine,  1)42 
poundi* copper  \to\U,  4;t5  pounds  lead,  109  pounds  composition  spikes, 
300  nounas  yellow  metal,  and  '21"!  cane-bottomed  chairs.    The  car 
of  «caooi»er  Otivo  is  42,Oi)0  feet  «tf  lumlK^r. 

The  prisoners,  2t;  in  numl>er,  U^ing  citizens  of  the  South,  engagi 
in  mercantile,  agricultui-id.  and  mechanical  purt^uitej^  were  lil>era 
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Upon  tboir  tnkirijj  an  outlt  not  to  att  in  hoHtility  apainHt  the  United 
8tat('H  Govornmcnt  (liirintr  llir  inMulinj^f  (iillk'nltie.'*,  and  were  atfordod 
safe  foruliift  to  tlie  mtiinland.  Tlio  captain  of  tlie  sdioonor  (flive 
derlininj;  to  takf  the  4mth.  has  been  retained,  thoti^'h  iioithor  the 
s<'hoonei'  nor  thi^  rarj^o  oi"  his  vessel  ran  he  t^ent  north.  The  oath 
iidministcrod  to  the  i)riMoner.s,  and  their  names,  are  herewith  cneluscd. 
Very  respeotiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mei^noton  Smith, 

Cmitttutudff^  V.  S.  Nmry. 

Fhig-Ofliivr  \syi.  W.  McKkax,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Voiumand'ing  l\  S.  Bhtrhidhuj  Sijuiulrtm,  (ridf of  Mfxif^f. 


Cond^m&i'  atf/i^k  upon   Fort  McRt'<\  <tf'  PetMnutdn^   Fhi.^   Noi^emhet 

maud'23\  I'SGI. 

Bepnt  of  Flag-Offl»r  KoKcu.  D  8.  NaT/. 

U.  S.  Flaobhip  Ncaga&a, 

Off  Fort  Pk'lrir^,  Nmh'ud*fr2r,,  1S61. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  lo  inform  you  tliat  on  the  22d  instant  a  com- 
bined attack  was  niaflr  uixm  the  rel)el.s  at  this  place  fiy  CVih>n<*l  lirown, 
of  Fort  Pickens,  and  the  U.  S.  wteamoi-s  2>i^luyaraa.iidJilvUttiond,  under 
my  coniumnd. 

liy  i^Hevious  arrangement  tho  ships  wt^rc  to  altuck  Fi>rt  McRee  and 
the  adjoinini^  water  batteries.  I  had  therefore  litfhtened  this  nliip  its 
iniich  us  possible  by  sending  down  and  landing  the  topgiillanfe  tuastM, 
tx>j^4'lhcr  with  111!  the  spare  spurs,  hoisting*  out  all  the  boats,  and  placing 
the  howit/.(M*s  in  them  in  X'eaniness  for  service,  and.  as  she  had  but  little 
uoal  or  provisions  on  board,  succeeded  iu  reduciu^^  her  drnft  to  21  feet 
10  inches. 

DurinfT  the  nig-ht  of  the  21st  inetnnt  a  position  had  been  selected  and 
a  buoy  phiced  in  4  fathoms  water,  and  on  the  following  moniing  at 
10  oVlotk,at  the  firing  of  the  first  gun  from  tlie  fort  (the  signal  agreed 
upon),  the  Xlinjara  stood  in,  followed  hy  the  Riehaumd^  arid  both  ships 
came  to  anchor  with  springs  on  their  cables,  the  Niagara  in  t  fathoms 
and  the  iiichituaid  in  20  feet  water,  Fort  McKee  bearing  from  the 
NUwum-  about  north,  distant  2  miles. 

\\  e  inmu'diately  ojiened  iire,  but  finding  the  shells  from  the  Ningara 
fell  short,  boats  were  sent  out  to  sound,  and  a  buoy  phued  in  23  feet 
water,  near  to  the  edge  of  the  &hoal,  distant  from  Fort  McUee  about 
If  mih's. 

At  ten  minutes  after  13  o'elotik  we  weighed,  stood  in  to  the  buoy, 
anchored,  and  sjiming  the  starlxmrti  broac[si<ie  to  bear.  Our  tire  was 
then  resumed  with  marked  effect,  umny  of  our  shells  falling  directly 
into  the  ,sand  battery  and  fort,  and  several  apparently  iwissing  througn 
the  wall. 

At  3: 15  p.  m.  the  sand  Imtteiy  was  Hilenead  for  the  day  hy  the  crosi* 
lire  from  the  ships  and  fort. 

The  liarbette  ^uns  of  McRee  were  silenced  almost  imuiediately  after 
opening  lire,  ami  the  tire  from  the  euseniate  guns  was  gmduully  slack- 
ened till  at  5  p.  III.  it  was  silenced  entirely. 

That  the  injury  to  McRee  must  be  very  consideiiible  i.s  proved  by 
the  fact  that  not  a  gun  was  fired  from  tnat  fort  during  the  second 
day's  bonihardrnent. 
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The  Rwhmmid.,  owin^  to  her  li^ht  draft  of  water,  wjis  ablo  to  take 
a  position  oloser  to  the  northern  shore  than  the  yiatja/ui^  niul  so  far  in 
tlie  rear  of  both  fort  and  hutteiy  that  their  lyuns  oould  not  Im>  bi-ougfat 
to  bear  upon  her.  For  several  hours  she  esi-aped  without  u  Mliot,  hut 
in  the  aftcruoon  a  masked  battery  aiiiou^  the  sand  hillN  on  the  ituiiii-  . 
liind,  l>aek  of  the  lagoon,  opened  upon  hpr.  Finding  that  the  rebels 
were  (getting  her  range,  she  changed  her  position,  and  jihortly  after,  ' 
fearing  that  she  had  been  struck,  and  perceiving  that  her  Khell.s  fell 
considenihl}'  short  of  the  enemy,  I  signaled  her  lo  drop  out  of  the  line 
of  tire.  The  guns  in  this  masked  Ixittery  were,  I  thinn,  rifled,  and  of 
very  heavy  i^liber.  throwing  shells  over  and  considerably  beyond  her. 

About  h  p.  m.  a  sudden  .'squuU  came  up  from  the  nortli^vard  and 
westwaril,  toe  wind  Mowing  very  fi*ej*h,  with  heavv  min. 

This  caused  a  fall  in  the  tide,  and,  the  ship  touching  the  bottorn,  we 
were  obliged  to  weigh  as  quickly  as  possible  and  standout  into  dt^oper 
water  for  the  night. 

The  enemy  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  repair  the  ^auid 
battery  and  mount  in  it  several  guns  of  heavy  caliber. 

At  9  a.  111.  on  the  following  morning,  the  wind  still  fresh  from  the 
northward  iiud  weistward,  we  again  got  underway,  stood  in,  anchored 
in  4  fathoms  water  (there  i)eingsonie  swell),  and  oj>ened  fire.     This  was 
returned  briskly  from  the  sand  battery.     Finding  that  our  sholl.t  fell 
short,  i*eased  tiring  (and  as  tlic  buoy  which  we  had  placed  on  the  pre- 
vious evening  to  mark  our  ixisition  had  been  blown  adrift  during  the 
night),  sent  Iwats  to  sound,  weighed,  and  stood  closer  in,  ancborJug 
in  23  feet  water,  again  opening  our  lire.     Our  shells,  however,  still 
fell  short.     As  it  was  impossible  to  get  uny  closer  (the  ship  touching 
tJie  Intttom  occasioDally),  I  careened  her  as  much  us  possible,  to  obtain 
more  elevation,  increased  the  charges,  and  spent  more  than  an  hour  in 
trying  every  possible  expedient  (o  make  our  shot  reach,  but  without 
success. 

During  this  time  the  shells  of  the  enemy  were  falling  thick  about 
and  nassing  over  us,  some  going  far  beyond.  I  therefore  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  withdi-aw  the  ship,  as  to  ha\e  retained  our  position  would 
have  been  to  expose  both  her  and  tlm  erew  to  serious  injury,  with  no 
possible  advantage.  Our  not  being  able  to  get  within  range  was  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  northerly  wind  had  lowered  the  water  and  was 
directly  in  face  of  our  !ire. 

The  Richviondhav'ww  exjw^nded  her  :20-second  fuze^  on  the  pre\Hou8 
day,  and  being  satisiiea  that  her  guns  were  ontmngetl  by  those  of  the 
enemy,  I  deemed  it  best  that  she  should  not  join  in  the  attack. 

Two  shots  struck  thi;*   ship,   one  aljaft  the   fure  chains,   lodging 
between  theouterand  inner  planking,  tlio  olhera  little  forward  oFtbe 
miz/en  chain;',  nassiug  through  the  planking  and  lodging  in  one  of  the 
knees,  starting  t>o(h  the  kuee  and  tJie  inner  planking.     The  injur)-,  how-^j 
ever,  is  trifling.  J^k 

The  liivhuumdaXiio  rfieeivedtwo  shot^.     One»truek  forward, slmtl<*r'^^^ 
ing  th('  rail  and  hammock  nettings;  the  other  was  a  shidl,  which  i^luuccd 
under  her  counter  and  rxplo*led   in  the  water  some  4  feet  lielow  tJie 
surface,  breaking  ami  pressing  inboard  several  of  her  planks  and  caus- 
ing a  serious  leak. 

The  loss  in  the  engagement  was  1  man  killed  on  Ixiard  the  Ru^hmond 
by  a  shot  and  7  slightly  wfumdcd  by  tlie   splinters.     The  JVfitf/om, 
though   so   uuich  exposed,   especially   on    the  second  day,   escapod^i 
I         entirely.  ij^M 
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I  would  lioro  remark  that  the  exporieoco  gained  in  this  affair  has 
oonvinff'd  ino  tliat  ships  can  not  opernte  olTeotivdv  awiiinst  forts  and 
oarthworks  iinloss  thoy  i-un  iipnroach  within  a  fow  mmdred  yi^'d-s. 
Had  Lho  ships  Ijeeii  aide  to  run  clo.«e  in  to  Moltee,  our  i>atteriea.  in  my 
opinion,  could  have  demolished  both  it  and  the  sand  Imttery  in  a  very 
snort  time. 

The  prineiwil  object  of  the  bombardment — the  destruction  of  the 
navy  yard— lam  sorry  to  say,  was  not  accomplished;  but  the  shuUs 
from  Fort  Pi<'kenH  set  fire  to  tlie  town  of  Warrin^>n,  whieh  is  com- 
pletely destroyed;  also  the  marine  barraoksj,  therebj^  depriving  the 
enemy  of  comtortable  (luarters. 

I  <leHirc  to  brings  to  your  notice  the  fact  that  neither  this  ship  nor 
the  J^ichmoml  were  furnished  by  the  Ordnance  Department  with  any 
fuzes  longer  than  io-soooud.  nor  am  I  aware  of  there  being  any  in  the 
nquadron. 

Hud  it  not  l>cen  for  a  supply  of  2(i-8ecotid  fuzes  furnished  by  Colonel 
Brown,  the  ships  eould  not  nave  aided  in  the  Itombardment.  It  is  use- 
less to  furnish  shell  g-uns  of  long  range  unless  fuzes  to  correspond  are 
provided. 

I  an)  fjrcutly  disajjpointed  in  the  range  of  the  Xl-inch  guns;  for, 
with  an  elevation  of  10  degrees,  the  most  we  could  get  after  careen- 
ing the  shin,  we  could  not  obtain  a  range  of  2  miles. 

T  ordeiva  a  survey  upon  this  Rh'hmond  (a  ropy  of  which  1  herewith 
transnnt),  and  shall  send  her  to  Key  West  to  repair  the  injury  from 
the  shot,  and  also  that  received  while  in  the  Mississippi,  as  the  anchor- 
age here  is  too  much  exposed,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  land  her 
guns. 

1  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  notes  furnished  by  Captain  Ellison. 
He  reports  to  me  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  all  on  board  bis  ship. 
On  board  this  ship  all  did  their  duty;  Ijoth  officers  and  crew  were  m 
high  spirits. 

I  am,  respcctfullv.  your  olxidient  servant, 

W»i.  W.  MgKeajj, 
Fiag-OJUctrr,  Comdy.  Gtii/ Biockitding  St/iiath'on, 

Hon.  OiDEON  Wellj-ib, 

Secretary  *{f  the  y^tnyy^  WftJt/tington^  D.  C. 


Baport  of  Captftln  Ellitoa,  U.  B.  Kavy.  oonuaanding^  XT.  B.  8.  XUohmond. 

IJ.  S.  S.   KiCHMOXD, 
Of  Pmt  /VrX'CTM.  Novtmhri'  5i,  imi. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  action  with  the  ix^bol 
batteries  on  the  22d  instant  this  ship  had  1  nmu  ktlUnl  and  7  wounded. 

A  concussion  shell  struck  the  ship  and  exploded  on  the  .-starboard 
side,  forward  of  the  niizzen  chains,  4  feet  oplow  the  water's  edge, 
brejiking  entindy  off  two  planks  between  tlie  timl)ers  and  causing  a 
very  serious  leak.  Slie  wa.s  also  struck  abaft  the  fore  rigging,  break- 
ing the  swinging-boom  iiiil  and  completely  shivering  the  hammock 
nettings,  iwssing  through  on  the  |)ort  side,  breaking  otf  the  rail  and 
injuring  the  netting.  A  piece  of  canvas  covered  with  felt  and  satu- 
ratt^d  with  tar  ha«  been  applied  to  the  outside  of  the  leak,  and  from  the 
inside  the  plunking  has  rucii  wetted  out,  and  the  ojxsniug  has  been 
tilled  in  with  oakum  and  tallow. 
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The  Mhip  nmkps  1  foot  of  water  in  twenty-four  hours,  nnd  can  l« 
kept  free  with  the  pinups,  luit  any  lUTitleut  hiipiH'iiiny  to  thctii  might 
provi'  serious  to  th4>  ship. 

Lying-  in  smooth  water,  with  little  or  no  sea,  the  leak  is,  of  course, 
very  much  less  than  it  would  he  under  different  circumstances. 

The  wounded  men  are  all  ni])idly  recovering,  I  iim  hajjpy  to  say. 
and  will  prolmhiy  return  to  their  duty  in  a  few  days. 

I  au»,  sir,  very  ivspectfully,  your  oljcdicnt  (*ervant. 

F.  B.  Ellison, 

Kliip-Offieer  \Vm.  W.  McKean, 

Voindtj.  iHtff  Bh>cht<iin(f  Sfput<irt/tu  (rtiif  of  M^cti, 


Additional  report  of  Captain  EIUmii,  TT.  8.  Navy,  oommaudia^  U.  8.  B.  Rioliinond,  eea- 
mending  tho  conduct  of  his  officers  and  crow,  and  tranimltting  notes  of  Clio  action. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Off  Fort  Pickt-iis,  Nfyvemhrr  20,  ISOt. 

Siu:  Herewith  1  have  the  honor  to  tmuHniit  a  copy  of  tho  iiote^ 

made  liy  niy  iiiil,  Mr.  H.  Wnlton  Grinnell,  of  New  ^ork,  diirin)?  the 
action  4if  tlie  "tlfX  instant.  They  are  very  full,  and  embnice  evei;j* 
incident  worthy  of  note. 

The  valuul>le  jissist4un-(!  of  thi.s  young  gentlomau  to  me  in  (Sirryinp 
my  oiders  and  the  accuracy  of  their  execution  dcaerve  my  warmest 
pmise,  and  I  tru^t  his  application  for  a  wari*ant  as  a  midshipmau  mu^ 
receive  the  favorable  considemtion  of  the  Navy  Oepartment. 

The  conduct  of  the  ofticei's  and  crew  evinced  the  hijjhest  order  of 
coohiess  and  gallantry,  and  no  more  confuHioii  or  excitement  prevailed 
than  in  ordinary  target  pi'acti(^  or  general  exercise  of  the  guuM. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

F.  B.  Ellison, 

Vtiphtin. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKeax, 

Oninnttmihxj  (hilf  JiJockuding  S(jtMtlr*iti, 

[RtlvlO«llHl.] 

U.  S.  8.  HlCHHONl), 
Of  Pi-nmcfj/a  Bar,  November  S^,  JS6L 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  tho  following  rougli  notes 
on  the  action  of  to-day: 

At  9:55  a.  m.  Fort  Pickens  nnd  Imttcriej*  opene<l  Hre  upon  the  navy- 
yard,  etc.;  at  10  wo  got  undei*way;  at  U>:10  beat  to(|uartei*s;  at  10:;iO 
rort  McHee  opened  tiro  on  the  tleel,  shot  falling  short;  at  10:36 
Mpoke  the  rtag-t^Hiccr;  at  IO;+ii  let  go  the  stream  ancli'  "  .vith  a  spring 
and  brought  the  starboard  broadside  to  bear  upon  the  enemy;  at  11 
a.  m.  tired  forecastle  gun  and  the  starboard  Imttery,  our  sliot  falling 
short;  at  WM)  our  shot  began  to  take  etfect  on  the  fort,  the  enemy's 
shell  falling  .short;  at  12:05  liring  foreca^itle  gun  only,  with  20-s(H-ond 
shell  ami  hollow  shot;  at  I2:'J5  p,  m.  a  nia.sked  I>att4^rv  opened  fire 
upon  uh  from  tho  woods  to  the  westward  of  Fort  Mcl^ee:  at  VlJ\i) 
eased  our  spring  cable;  at  12:55  piped  one  watch  to  dinner;  at  2:40 
Htill  tiring  detil>ei'ately  at  fiolh  the  battery  and  fort,  shot  doing  souie 
execution;  at  :2:45  the  buildings  (mtt^idu  of  the  fort  discovered  to  beoo 


fire;  at  3  p.  n».  a  shot  from  tho  nia.^ked  liattory  stnick  this  Hbip 
between  wind  and  water,  Iwtworn  the  miiiii  and  niiiuuMi  c-Imiim,  tbi*  leuk 
discovLTcd  in  th<i  .sturboawl  j^pirit  room;  iit  3:20  the  firo  fi*oni  the 
masked  Iwittery  quite  rapid.  Fort  McKot!  nilent;  at  4:20  p.  m.  a  shot 
from  tho  hatterv  struck  this  ship  by  No.  3  guu,  killing  the  raptain  of 
the  pun^  woundtiif;  7  men,  l>reakin^  the  Hwinjfing  !>oom,  and  whatter- 
ing  the  mil  and  hanmiook  netting,  etc;  at  4:30  the  tire  from  the  bat- 
tery very  accurat**,  the  shell  biiVHtinji^  lu^ir  ami  around  us;  at  4:55  p.  in. 
the  rtajf-o£3icer  made  signal  L218;  at  :'»  i).  m.  hovo  up  anthor,  gave  the 
battery  our  full  stjvrlward  Ijattcry,  and  stood  for  the  flagship;  at  5:05 
tho  fla>f-offiecr  made  signal  "ll'l^  at  5:10  Iteat  retreat;  at  6:15  spoke 
the  flag-officer;  at  6  p.  ni.  anchored  in  f>i  fathoms  of  water. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  Walton  Grinnell, 
Acting  Ma^t-trt'^s  MaU  <md  Aid  to  Captuiti. 

Captain  F.  B.  Eluson, 

U,  S.  S.  Rlcfiinond. 


Boporl  'Of  B  board  of  sarvey  on  the  injuriei  itulained  by  the  TT.  8.  8.  Bicbmood. 

L\  ^>.  FLAOSiiir  NiAUAUA, 
Off  FoH  Plckcm,  Novemhr  U,  JS6L 
Siu:  In  olH'dienrc  to  the  witliin  order,  we  hav«^  held  a  careful  survey 
on  the  steamer  Hukmond hixA  litid  thy  injuries*  sustained  by  ber  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  McReo  and  tlu!  ueighfionng  sand  hatterie.^  to  consist 
of  two  shot  holes,  one  over  No.  3  slarl>oard  gun,  cutting  entirely 
through  hor  swinging  boom  and  the  main  rail  in  the  center  of  the  ]xirt 
and  passing  through  the  opposite  port.  Also  a  shot  hole  under  the 
starbtmrd  <|uarter,  alKiut  4  feet  unaer  water,  causing  a  hft<i  leak  by 
crushing  in  tho  outer  planking  l^etweeo  two  of  the  timbers  on  a  line 
with  the  after  orlop  dock  beams. 

In  ciur  (»pinioti  it  is  not  ab^oluteh'  necessary  t«  take  out  the  guns, 
but  we  arc  of  opinion  that  by  selecting  a  smooth-water  harbor  the  ship 
can  be  tipped  by  the  bow  and  heeled  to  port  so  as  to  make  the  neces- 
sary repaii's  by  using  a  coifur  dam. 

Wo  are,  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servantvS, 

J.  O.  P.  DK  KttAFFT, 

Lleutcnattf,, 
BoBT.  L.  Mat, 
•  Lltiutetiant. 

JoitN  Raikdow, 

('arjjtmt^r, 
Fiag-Officcr  Wm,  W.  McKean, 

Commundlng  GulfBt<K'kadin(j  Squadrtm. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Brown,  U.  S. 


Army,  to  Flag'Ofllo«r  McKean,  n.  8.  Navy,  reffardlng 
rflop«iiing  of  the  attack. 


Headquakteks  Depautment  of  Fujrida, 

Fort  Plrk:nM^  3%/v»i/^#r  ^,  ISGl. 
Sm:  M'e  silenced  McRcc  for  at  lea.-^  two  hours  and  the  battery  for 
the  same  tinic.     I  temporarily  silenced  two  others  of  their  Imttories, 
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but  they  resumed  their  fire.  1  wiis  disappoint^  in  not  being"  nhle  to 
fire  tlio  buildinjfrt  of  the  navy  yard.  VVi»  disabled  the  Trm^^  steamer. 
I  think,  pai*t  recover)'.  I  propose  opening  ajnvin  in  tliii  morning.  s»y 
at  !)  o'clock,  or  lus  Noon  lui  you  ui*e  ready.  t5uppose  you  commence, 
and  1  will  ininiediately  follow  Huit.  I  send  you  the  fu3i<\s.  1  will 
observe  your  tiag. 

Yours,  reai>ect fully, 

IIarvet  Brown, 

Fldg-Officer  MoKfjin, 

Commanding  Nmnil  Fhrces. 

P.  S. — I  ihink  vou  or  the  Hie/i mt/nd  ovcTahot,     I  could   not  hoist  a 
flag,  as  one  wat^  HDort  and  the  other  over.     1  have  1  killed*  1  wounded. 


I«tt«r  from  Flag-Offlcer  MeKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Brown,  IT.  B.  Army,  regarding^  Ui« 
inability  of  tiifl  V.  8.  S.  Richmond  to  get  vithin  range. 

November  23,  [1861]. 

CoLONKi,:  I  have  done  tuy  best  to  get  within  range,  but  the  wator  'm 
lower  than  it  was  yesterday  and  the  ship  touched  the  bottom  again  this 
morning. 

The  litfJiUKmd  is  leaking  very  badly,  aud  it  requires  all  of  her 
pnnipM  to  keep  her  free.     I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  her  to  Kov  \Ve>t. 

1  aur  glad  to  see  that  Warrington  in  on  tire.  1  hope  it  wilf  extend 
to  the  iiHvy  yard.  Let  me  know  if  y»>u  have  met  with  any  lotw.  If 
you  wish  the  bread  I  will  have  it  landed. 

Wm.  W.  McKean. 


Abstract  log  of  tlie  U.  B.  firigate  Viagara. 


A 


ITowtnhet*  2^^  1861. — Off  Fort  Pickens.  From  8  to  meridian:  Mak- 
ing preparations  for  action.  At  0:55  a.  ra.  Fort  Pickens,  as  agreed 
ui>oii,  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  batteries  and  rsteumers  at  the  navy 
yard.  Hove  up  anchor  and  sttxxl  in  toward  Fort  McRee.  At  10:30 
Ijrought  our  liroadside  to  bear  upon  Fort  McKee  and  water  battery  to 
the  left  of  the  fort,  the  Richmond  taking  position  so  as  to  bring  her 
guns  to  bi'ar  upon  the  same.  Rebels  returning  fire.  At  II  cea«ed 
tiring,  .sent  out  a  hoat  to  sound.  At  12:15  hove  up  anchor  and  stood 
farther  in  toward  Fort  McUee.  At  r2:45  anchored  with  port  anchor 
in  lb  feet  of  watei'  and  sprung  our  broadside  to  bear  as  l)efore. 
Rebels  returning  iiic  fnirn  several  heavy  guns.  Fort  Pickens  keeping 
up  a  steady  tire  upim  all  the  hatteries  of  the  enem^y.  At  3  p.  m.,  a 
number  of  our  .shell  hming  fallen  in  Fort  McRee,  it  was  completely 
flilenced.  Two  of  tbeir  heavy  shot  hulled  the  ship  alwve  the  water 
line,  one  abaft  the  fore  chain,  other  just  forward  of  the  mizzenniast. 
From  4  to  0  p.  m. :  Hombardment  of  the  rebel  batteries  Htill  continues, 
our  shell  generally  telling  well.  At  4,  -several  of  the  liattenes  on  the 
mainland  extending  tf)  the  westward  of  Fort  McRee  ojwned  upon  the 
ships.  At  4:30  the  Rfchmondr  finding  her  berth  too  warm,  stt>od  out 
to  US.  At  5:30  sand  Iwttery  elose  to  Fort  McUee.  suffering  a  heavy 
cross  tire  from  the  ship  aud  Fort  Pickens,  was  com))letely  silenced. 


H 


OFLF   BLOCKADING   8QUADE0N.  781 

At  0  iL  hoavy  yquall  f^truck  the  ship,  causing  her  to  tluinip.  Coased 
ijHiij^,  hove  up  anrhor,  aiul  stood  in.  At  ti:30  finchore*!,  the  ship  hav- 
ing hut  H  in(*l](\4  of  wuU'i*  under  her  keel,  TowiirU  eveninj^  struek 
the  bottom  several  times,  there  l*cing  at  this  ])erio<l  of  the  day  consid- 
erable of  H  6well  on. 

yoi^emht^r  ^S.—Ai  10:15  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  in 
toward  Fort  MeReo  and  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  battorieH  with  our 
starboard  guns.  Fort  PickcoH  eommenein^;  rebels  returning  tlio  iire 
from  all  of  their  batteries*.  At  1  p.  m.,  finding  that  our  nhell  were 
doing  no  execution,  ceased  tirinjr.  At  2:30  i-ommenced  tiring  from 
our  starlward  battery,  rebels  returning  fire  with  heav}'  ritJe<l  cannoru 
At  3:30,  finding  that  even  witli  increased  chargofj  our  shell  were  alt 
falling  short,  and  that  the  ship  commenced  to  thump,  and  that  the 
rebels  were  enabled  to  send  their  shell  beyond  us.  stooa  out.  At  +  let 
go  port  anchor.  Fort  Pickens  bombarding  the  rebel  fort<,  batteries, 
ana  navy  yard.  The  town  of  Warrington  appeared  to  be  on  fire. 
From  4  to  6  Fort  Pickens  still  lionibarding  and  Warrington  on  fire. 
At  6  navy  yaitl  on  fire.  From  6  to  H  Warrington  still  on  tire,  also  the 
navy  yard.  Firing  from  Fort  Pickens  at  intervals,  also  firing  from 
rebel  lines.  From  8  to  midnight:  i-ort  Pickena  firing  at  intervals  of 
from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  toward  the  navy  yard.  The  town  of  War- 
rington and  a  portion  of  the  navy  yard  wmpped  in  Ilamct*. 


Beptrt  of  Colonel  H.  Brovn,  Fifth  Uaited  States  Artillery,  eomnwndin^  Department  of 

Florida. 

HEADQUAKTER8    DEPARTMENT   Ol'    FLORIDA, 

Ft>rt  Pichits,  Novnnhfr  0/T,  1861. 

Gknkral:  »  *  •  Having  invited  Flag-Officer  McKean  to  coop- 
erate with  me  in  attacking  the  I'ebels,  and  to  which  he  gave  a  ready 
and  cordial  assent,  1,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  opened  my  lmtterie« 
on  the  enemy,  to  which  in  the  roui*se  of  half  an  hour  he  responded 
from  his  numerous  fortes  and  bulteries,  extending  from  the  navy  yard 
to  Fort  McKee,  a  distance  of  about  4  miles,  the  whole  nearly  equidis- 
tant from  this  fort  and  on  which  line  he  has  two  forts — Mcliee  and 
Barrancas-  and  fourteen  sepai-ate  batteries,  containing  from  onu  to 
four  guns,  many  of  them  being  X-lnch  Columbiads  and  some  XII  and 
Xlll  inch  seaeoast  mortars,  the  distance  varying  from  2,10i>  to  *2,90(l 
varda  from  this  fort.  At  the  same  time  of  luy  opening'  Flag-Officcr 
McKean,  in  the  Nlaffdrn^  and  Captain  Ktltsun,  in  the  RK^hinnw}.,  took 
position  MS  near  to  ^''ort  McRee  as  the  dpj)tb  of  water  would  permit, 
but  which,  unfortunately,  was  not  suifiuieutly  deep  to  give  full  effect 
to  their  powerful  butteries.  Thev,  however,  kept  up  a  spirited  tire 
uixffi  the  fort  iirid  adjacent  biittiiriti-s  during  the  whole  day.  My  fire 
was  inces.Kant  from  the  tinn^  of  opening  until  it  was  too  dark  to  see,  at 
a  rate  of  a  shot  from  each  gun  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  firo 
of  the  enemy  l>eing  somewhat  slower.  By  noon  the  guna  of  Fort 
McRec  were  all  silenced  but  one,  and  three  hours  before  sunset  this 
fort  and  the  adjoining  iMittery  cease<l  to  fire.  *  *  »  ^'e  reduced 
very  pereeptiblv  the  lire  of  Barnuicas,  entirely  silenced  that  iti  the 
navy  yard  and  in  one  or  two  of  thr  other  batteries.     »     »     * 

The  next  morning  1  again  tipiTicd  about  the  same  hour,  the  navy, 
unfortunately  (owing  to  a  i-cduction  in  the  depth  of  water  caused  by  a 
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cbnn^c  nf  wind),  not  lH.nng  able  to  get  »»  near  a»  yewtprday,  conw- 
t^uontly  ihe  di^ltinop  was  toi*  great  to  1»e  effevtuul,  Aly  firo"thi>  (Ur 
was  U\>;*  rapid  and,  1  think,  more  eificicnt  than  that  of  yeeterday. 
Fort  MoR*H\  !io  effectually  .silence<l  yesterday,  did  not  *tirt»  agab 
to-<lav.  Wo  Hilenred  entirely  one  or  two  ^nnn  and  had  one  of  our* 
di>abW  by  a  ^hot  rominjf  throiitfh  the  cmbms'Ure.  Aliout  3  o'clock 
tire  was  conimunicHted  to  one  of  the  honso.s  in  Wurrinyton  nnd  iiborlly 
after  to  the  chunh  steeple.  The  church  and  the  whole  village  ^le^ng 
iiUMH'diatidy  in  the  reurof  somp  relwl  bHttorics<they  appan»ntly  having 
ithuvd  tlu'm  iiui*jx>st'ly  directly  in  front  of  tbolar»,'estanU  iiio.'it  vabmhlr 
buildinjj!?).  tfie  hro  rapidly  i'unuuunicH(*Hi  to  the  other  buildiujr."*  along 
the  street  until  probably  two-thirdn  of  it  wa-s  consumed,  and  iifx>ut  tht* 
same  time  fiio  wius  disi-overed  insuing  from  the  liack  jjai't  of  the  navy 
yaixi,  pmlwbly  in  Wwdsey,  a  villajfe  to  the  north  and  iiniurdiately 
adjoimnj?  the  \'ard,  a.s  \Varrii»gton  docs  on  the  west.  Finally-,  it  pcne- 
ti*alcd  to  the  yard,  and.  as  it  continued  to  burn  brightly  nil  night,  \ 
concluded  that  either  in  it  or  in  Woolsey  many  buildings  wen? 
destroyed.  Very  hciivy  damage  wiis  vlUo  done  to  the  buildings  of  the 
yard  by  the  avalanche  of  shot,  shell,  and  splinter?*  showered  uncea.'*- 
ingly  on  them  f«»r  two  days,  and  as  ihey  were  nearly  tiroproof  (being 
budt  of  brick  and  covered  with  slate),  I  <'ould  not  sutceod  in  tiring 
them,  neither  ray  hot  shot  nor  shells  having  any  j)ower  of  igniting 
them.  The  steanuM*  77m.>  whidi  was  at  the  wharf  at  the  time,  waji 
abandoned  on  the  tirst  day  and  exposed  to  our  tir*o,  which  pi'obablv 
entirely-  disabled  her. 

In  closing,  1  tender  to  Flag-Otlicer  McKean  and  Captain  Kllison.  of 
the  Navy,  and  to  their  officery  and  crews,  my  be^t  thanks  fdi*  their 
able  coop4M-ation,  which  would  have  had  the  hapi»iest  results  hut  for 
the  unfortunate  fact  thnt  the  great  draft  of  water  prevented  their  suf- 
ticieutlv  near  approach  to  the  works  of  the  rebels. 

t  auj,  geuoi'ttl,  very  respectfully,  your  otwidient  servant, 

Harvey  liitowx, 
CofoncL  Viimiiiandln^^ 
Brigaflier-tJenoral  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

AdjtttarU-Oenerai^  t\  «y.  Anny^  M'naftinfjton^  D.  C, 


[TeloKramJ. 


Bat.timoue,  yot^emhtr  JO^  186 J^ 
Richmond  Dispat^-h,  28th,  ba*^  extracts  from  I'ensacola  Observer, 
22d,  2:^d;  .says  Pickens  opened  Hreon  rebel  steamers  7V/rt*' and  N*huM. 
Roth  Teturnod  with  shot  holes,  but  editor  says  not  seriousily  dan)iig*»d. 
Says  yifitjttiuf  trying  to  get  over  bar,  but  had  not  succeeded.  Savs 
tiring  had  not  done  much  damage,  only  2  killed. 

Thinks  Pickens  and  our  ships  must  have  sulTeriHl  greatly,  but  from 
manner  in  which  editor  abuses  Captain  IJrown,  judge  the  enemy  were 
sulfering  severely.  Accounts  h'uvc  battle  still  going  on.  Fight  coni- 
memted  Friday,  was  renewed  Saturday;  no  |K»rtitulars  given,  but 
great  amount  of  bragging,  boasting  of  what  would  1x^1  ''t. 

G.  V.  Fox.  I* 
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Boport  of  Mojor-Ooneral  Bragg.  C.  8.  Army. 

Meaihjuaktkrs  Armv  of  Pensacxjla, 
AVv/r  Ptrnffi<f*/<i^  Kht. ,  i^tfiunnht-r  ^5^  2S61. 

Sib:  As  you  woro  udvist_'d  h\  tclc^nipb  at  lt:30  u.  m.  on  the  22d,  tho 
cnrriiy  fjpnuHi  tiro  on  our  lines  without  notiue  fnnn  Kort  Piekens  and 
bis  sand  initt<?rie8.  Shortly  tht-roafter  his  two  Inr^e  uuval  steamers  off 
our  harhor  took  up  position  and  joined  in  tho  4'onm('t.  Wo  rospondod 
from  sut'h  of  our  g^uns  lus  wrro  Ik'sI  culoulatt'd  to  damajjc  him  in  a 
contest  at  lonjj  ranfje.  His  Hrp  wa.s  tirst  directed  on  the  navy  yard, 
where  our  traiisptntatioii  steamer  had  just  arrived  heavily  loaded,  but 
in  a  shorl  tinio  our  whole  line  was  enveloped  in  a  terrihe  lire,  which 
was  kei)t  up  witJiout  interuiis.sit)n  until  darknos.-*  put  an  i^nd  to  it. 
Fort  .NicUec  M'omcd  to  he  the  niain  point  of  attack,  Hie  .nhip.-?,  the 
heaviest  out  hatterios,  and  ii  huj^e  portion  of  Fort  Pickenn  devoting 
their  entiro  time  to  it.  Knowinjj  lh4?  comlition  of  it,  1  felt  preat 
apprehen.sion,  hut  was  strengthened  in  uty  \\o\n*  h\  the  confidence  I 
had  in  it«  noble  commander.  Colonel  VilIepio;ue,  and  his  brave  gavri- 
isou  of  Georgians  and  Missigsippians. 

Our  casualties  for  the  day,  thanks  to  the  cnen»3'-s  wild  firing,  were 
only  II  wounded— :i  mortally,  'J  severely,  and  5  slightly.  Colonel  Villo- 
pignc  among  the  latter.  Five  valuable  lives  were  lost  in  addition 
near  Fort  McRe+;  by  an  unfortunate  accident. 

The  conflict  whs  renewed  at  id  a.  m.  the  next  day  and  continued  on 
our  part  untildark.  Iiytheenetny  until  12at  night,  a  few  random  shots 
only  being  tired  after  that  until  -ta.  m..when  a  single  X-inch  shell 
from  our  .side  announced  our  wakefulness,  but  resppct  for  the  Sabbath 
and  quiet  reigned.  The  fi  ring  wius  stea<ly  and  regular  f<)r  the  whole  day, 
only  one  ship  being  engagecf,  the  other  ai^parently  crippled.  Tlianks 
to  the  prudent  care  of  tlieir  ofliceiis,  the  wild  tiring  of  the  enemy,  and, 
above  all,  to  the  visible  and  acknowledged  preservation  of  a  merciful 
Providence,  not  a  <'asualty  occurred  for  the  whole  day. 

YcHtenlay  and  to-day  the  enemy  has  not  renewed  tKe  contest,  and  for 
reaeons  which  the  Department  will  appreiiate  it  is  not  my  jiolicy  to 
do  MO.  Their  ships,  both  crippled,  are  withdrawn  to  their  former 
anchorage,  a  miscnil'le  failure  being  their  reward  for  commencing  an 
engagement  without  notice  by  firing  into  houses  they  knew  to  be 
occupied  bv  women  and  children  and  closing  it  by  disgracefully  vio- 
lating the  hospital  Hag,  in  accordance  with  a  former  liarbarous  threat. 

When  the  more  circumstantial  repoita  of  subordinates  are  received, 
the  Department  shall  have  a  detailed  account  of  the  whole,  when  I  will 
endeavor  to  do  justice  to  individuals  and  coriw.  It  will  sufHce  to  sav 
now  that  llic  rondu<'t  of  my  gallant  little  army  full_v  equaled  the  high 
expectation  I  had  formed  of  it.  To  Brigadier-Generals  K.  H.  Ander- 
son and  A.  H.  Gladden  1  am  indebted  for  able  support  ami  prudent 
counsel  during  the  whole  time,  and  the  army  will  pirdon  the  single 
exception  I  make  in  giving  credit  at  this  time  to  Colonel  John  B.  V  il- 
lepigue  and  his  Georgians  and  Mississippiaus  for  their  heroic  defense 
of  Fort  Mcltee. 

I  am,  sir,  very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Braxton  Bkaoo, 
Major-  Gci\  e-ral^  Commandinff. 

_Aiwutant-Gk\eralC-.  8.  Army, 

Richmond^  Va. 

w  u    V4i[.  It; so 
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Second  Report  of  Sfajor-Oenoral  Bra^,  C.  6.  Anmy. 

HEADgUAHTERS  ArMY  OF  PENSACXl 

Near  Pt'ninia>ia^  Ft<t.,  Devemhe^r 

Sik:  •  »  •  i  am  enabled  to  givn  you  a  more  detailed  account  of 
our  recent  jiasanjife  at  arms  with  the  enemy. 

Oil  the  niorniujj  of  the  2'2d  of  November,  al>out  1»:30  o'clock,  h*- 
opened  tire  from  Fort  Pickens  nnd  nil  his  outer  Imtterics  without  thi- 
sli^hteyt  M-;irnin^.  His  first  whot-s  were  diivited  principally  iijwn  the 
navy  yard  and  Fort  MoHee.  the  former  known  to  be  CK't'tipitxl  l\v 
women  and  children  and  nonconilMitants,  and  used  by  us  for  dofensivr 
puiiK>.-<es  only.  In  less  thnn  half  iin  hour  we  weiT  responding  and  the 
enemy  dintrii)uted  his  fire  on  our  whfile  line. 

Soon  after  the  enemy  opened,  two  lur^^e  nm  al  steamors.  Hnppf>sod  io 
Iwthe  Xi'ttjfint  and  Uorijuvd  [Rif'lnitf>n<f\y  look  position  dui*  wo»t  fi*ora 
Fort  Mcltec  and  within  good  range,  from  wlionee  they  Poured  in 
broadsides  of  the  heaviest  metal  thmuj^hout  the  day.  Fi-oni  the 
defective  structure  of  Fort  McRco  it  was  uimblo  to  return  this  t<>rrific 
lire  with  any  elfe<-t.     »     *     * 

Toward  evening  our  sand  butteries  uppefired  to  have  crippk'd  the 
IlatiforfJ  \Iiich}t}o}}d\^  and  she  drew  tdf  inid  did  not  apiin  join  in  (he 
coml>at.  Darkness  dosed  the  contest,  which  iiad  lastwlfor  more  than 
eight  hours  without  an  intermission.  For  the  number  and  cnliborof 
guns  and  weif^ht  of  rnetal  t)roui5ht  into  action  it  will  mnU  with  the 
heaviest  Itombardnicnt  in  tin-  worln.     It  wasgnind  and  sublime.     ♦    *    • 

A  dark  cloud,  jKcompanii'd  ]\\-  rain  and  wind,  at  tJ  o'clock  so  obs<-ured 
the  niirlit  as  to  enalde  us  to  witlubaw  in  safety  our  tninsport  steamers 
which  had  been  ciuight  at  the  navy  yard.  The  guni>oat  Av/m/f,  Lieu- 
tenant Manston.  Louisiariii  Infantry,  commanding,  was  also  at  the  yard 
when  the  tiruig  cotnntenicd^  but  she  w  s  gallantiv  backed  out  and 
proceeded  to  Pensactda  unhnrnied.  The  fire  of  the  enemv.  though 
terrific  in  sound  and  fury,  proved  to  have  l>een  onlj'  slightly  damaging, 
except  to  McKee.  From  Fort  Pickens  and  the  sand  l.tatlerics  wo  sus- 
tained very  little  injury.  From  the  shipping,  which  fii-ed  with  inueb 
greater  accuracy,  the  fort  and  garrison  of  McKee  suffered  more. 

Our  loss  from  the  enemy's  shot  was  21  wounded,  1  mortally,  who 
died  that  night.  *  *  *  I3v  the  caving  in  of  a  defective  magazine, 
badly  planned  and  constructed,  we  had  t!  other  gallant  men  snjt>mercd. 
*  *  *  Our  women  and  diildren  escaped  through  a  shttwer  of  t>alltf 
without  an  accident.  *  *  *  It  was  notour  policy  to  keep  up  this 
unetpial  contej^t  at  long  range,  bo  wc  awaited  the  oucmy^s  fire  the  next 
morning. 

At  alwnt  10:30  la^  attain  o|x»ned,  tliough  much  more  sKmly,  and 
with  only  one  ship.  V\  e  re.spijnded,  as  befon*,  with  caution  and  dolih- 
eration.  Their  tire  wasso  much  slackened  that  our njipi'ehensionaliout 
McRee  was  greatly  relieved,  and  our  sand  batterie**  played  with  a  better 
prospect  of  Muc<ess  against  the  remainiug  ship.  Toward  evening,  the 
^neniy  finding  all  hi.s  etTorts  foiled,  that  our  guns  were  not  silenced 
and  McKee  not  reduced,  as  he  had  predicted,  turned  upon  the  hospital 
and  put  several  shot  into  the  empty  building  (the  sick  having  all  tx'co 
removed  in  anticipation  of  this  bnrbarous  act).  The  evacuation,  how- 
ever, WH.S  not  known  to  them.  All  the  appeanince  of  occui>ation  was 
kept  up;  the  yellow  llag  was  still  flying.     After  this  he  poured  Lot 
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shot  und  shell  into  tbo  enu»ty  dwellinjf.s  of  tioiie<mil>atJintH  in  the  vil- 
lages of  WaiTMigton  and  Woolsey.  hy  which  cnnsidrvahle  portions  of 
each  were  burned.  The  navy  yard,  too,  ret-'oived  a  large  supply  of 
these  shot  and  n  shower  of  mortar  shells  until  past  midnight,  but  only 
one  unimportant  building  was  fired,  though  many  houses  were  struck 
and  more  or  less  damaged,  *  *  *  Not  a  cfisualty  occurred  in  the 
whole  army  for  the  day.  Our  tire  ceased  at  dark,  except  an  occasional 
shell,  as  a  warning  that  we  were  on  the  alert,  the  laat  shot  being  ours, 
about  4  a.  m.  on  the  ;i4th.     *     »     • 

As  they  did  not  renew  the  action,  and  drew  off  with  their  ships  in  a 
crippled  condition,  our  fire  was  not  reopened  on  Fort  Pickens,  to  dam- 
age which  is  not  our  object.  A  fjiir  challenge,  however,  was  offered 
them  on  the  27th,  when  a  small  rowboat.  attenipting  to  enter  the  har- 
bor, was  fired  on  by  us  and  abandoned  by  tncra.  Several  of  our 
shots  neces.sarily  pivs'sed  very  near  their  works,  but  they  devlined  our 
invitation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 

HkaXTON    BltA<H], 

Majw-  General^  Coturiuxitding, 

Al>JtJTANT-(lENERAL, 

liichmotid^  Ya, 


[TeleRrmtn.] 

O-Bannowiixe,  [Fla.],  Nm^emher22,  1861, 
The  enemy  commenced  firing  on  us  at  9:30  this  moniing.     We  are 
slowly  and  cautiously  returning  the  fire. 

Braxton  Braqg. 
8.  Cooper, 

AdjxUant-  General^  ^ichmamL 


[Telegnim.] 

O'Raxxoxvillk,  November  ^^  lSfil—l:.*iO  p.  m. 
Bombardment  continues  lj«^avy  from  the  enemy,  but  his  firing  is 
wild.     Ours  slow  and  deliberate.     Nobody  hurt  and  no  damage  done. 
Xhgartt  and  Colorado  [lit'c/tmond]  tiring  on  McKee,     No  other  ships 
here. 

Braxton  Braog. 

S.  CVX)PER. 


ITcli-Bmai-] 

O'Bannokvtlle,  November  Si?,  1861. 
Darkness  and  a  rainstorm  have  stopped  the  tiring.     Enem3''s  fire, 
not  effective.     Our  casualties  this  evenmg,  4  killed  and  10  wounded, 
mostly  at  Fort  McRee. 

Braxton  Braoq. 
General  S.  ('ooper. 
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[Telegram.] 

O'Uannonviu^,  NbvemherS3^  1861 — 6  p,  nu 
Bombardment  just  ceased.  Continued  through  the  day  very  delib- 
emtcly  on  both  nidcH.  We  kept  the  ships  at  a  respectfal  distance, 
and  McRee  han  not  suffered.  Yesterday's  damages  mostly  repaired. 
Colonel  Villepiguc  is  wounded  in  the  ann  by  fragment  of  a  shell,  but 
maintains  his  post  manfully  in  command  at  McKee.  Town  of  War- 
rington now  on  fire  from  hot  shot.  Navy  yard  not  much  damaged. 
Not  a  oiisualty  for  the  day.  Our  troops  m  the  highest  spirits.  Oar 
dithcixlty  is  to  restrain  them. 

Bbaxton  Braoo. 
General  8.  Coopp^k. 


{TeleKnini.] 

Richmond,  I^ovemher  ^4^  1861. 
Your  dispatch  to  General  S.  Cooper  received.  We  are  greatly 
cheeied  by  your  steady  and  successful  defense  up  to  the  present  time. 
Lieutenant  W.  L.  Powell,  of  the  Navy,  a  first-class  artillerist,  has 
been  appointed  colonel  in  Provisional  Array  and  ordered  to  report  to 
vou,  that  you  mav  assign  him  to  command  of  one  of  the  forts  at 
Mobile. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  War. 
General  Bkaxton  15kag«j, 

Pen/nacolo. 


[Tf'legram.l 

O'Banxonville,  JVorejrJnrr  2oy  1861 — 1  j}.  m. 
The  enemy  seems  to  be  satisfied  and  does  not  reopen  fire.     They 
have  fired  into  our  hospital,  but  my  sick  had  all  l>een  removed.     Many 
hot  shot  and  innumerable  shells  tlirown  into  navj'  yard  with  compara- 
tively little  damage. 

Braxton-  Bka<io. 

S.  COOPKK, 


Extract  of  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  State*  to  Xigor 

Pickett,  C.  B.  Armj. 

Department  of  State, 
Richmojid^  Sifftinhir  30^  1861, 
Sir: 

»  •  *  *  *  •  • 

On  the  22d  instant  Fort  Pickens  opened  fire  on  the  Confederate  for- 
tifications at  Pensacola  and  continued  it  from  i»  a.  m.  till  0  p.  m.  of 
that  dav.  It  was  renowod  on  the  23d  and  24th,  our  Ixitteries  under 
General  Bra^g  responding  throughout  the  engagement.     At  4:  o'clock 
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on  the  morning  of  the  2*tth  the  tiring  ceased.  The  damage  to  the 
enemy  in  not  known.  On  our  side  4  are  reported  killed  and  li>  wounded. 
A  dispatch  from  Gcneml  Bnijjrj;  dated  November  2/j,  I  o'clock  p.  m., 
and  rerfived  ut  tlie  War  Dnpnrtint'nt  sav^*,  "The  piiinny  seems  to  hti 
satisticd  and  does  not  reotx'n  their  tire.  Yhey  have  lived  into  my  hoH- 
pital,  hut  my  sick  bad  all  been  removed.  Manj'  hot  .shot  and  innumer- 
uhfe  shells  were  thrown  into  the  navy  yard  with  com|>arntively  little 
damage." 

X  send  you  enclosed,  marked  '*  A,"  a  copy  of  Mr.  Cameron's  instruc- 
tions to  the  commanders  of  the  Southern  expedition,  from  which  vou 
will  observe  that  servile  insurrection  and  piUagx?  are  to  lie  employecf  by 
our  enemy  in  the  prasecution  of  their  wnrupon  the  Confedemte  States. 

You  will  receive  herewith,  marked  "•  B,*  copies  of  the  otHcial  accounts 
of  the  recent  victories  achieved  by  our  arms  at  Leesburg,  Va. ,  and  at 
Belmont,  Mo. 

I  send  3-ou  also  herewith,  marked  ''C,"  copies  of  the  message  of  the 
President  to  Cougre^is,  whieh  reassembled  in  this  city  on  the  l«Lh  inutant 
1  remain,  tsir,  respectfully,  yours, 

Wm.  M.  Bkownic, 
Acting  Secretary  of  Stat^, 

John  T.  Pickktt,  E«q, 


Order  of  Fl*nj-  Oficer  McKean,  U,  S*  -/Kwy,  to  Commander  Smithy 
JJ*  S.  JVoiyy,  t/imtt^  mforniati/m-  regarding  movemenis  of  a  »teamer. 

U.  S.  Flaohhii*  Niauara, 
Of  Fort  l''u-k\')if<,  i\frvemhfr^^,  J86J, 

Silt:  1  received  from  Captain  L,  M.  Powell  (by  the  National  Guardj 
the  followitig  information,  viz:  On  the  morning  of  the  iSth  instant, 
a  very  long,  three-masted  steamer  was  seen  from  the  Pototnac^  at 
iiiirhor  about  12  mites  to  tlie  southeiLit.  The  Wat/i^r  WltvJi  wits  rejMjir- 
ing  her  muehinery  ut  the  time,  and  before  she  could  start  the  stranger 
moved  off  to  the  southwest.  On  the  evening  of  the  ll*th  instant,  at  8 
p.  111.,  u  steamer  wils  seen  in  the  ofling,  bearing  E.  S.  K.  from  the 
Potomac.  ."Vgain,  on  the  2i)th,  a  three-masted  vessel  was  aeon  fur  in 
the  oiling,  under  wail,  but,  from  the  great  dishmco  between  her  fore 
and  main  masts,  was  thought  to  be  the  same  steamer  seen  on  the  ISth 
insbLnt. 

I  aUo  learned  from  the  eommauder  of  the  6' »///y/ that  as  he  passed 
the  inlet  b<nweeii  Diuiphiu  and  Horn  islands,  he  saw  a  small  steamer 
and  a  pilot  boat,  which  were  evideuth'  on  the  lookout  for  vessels 
bouiHl  III,  and  seemed  at  first  ti>  mistike  him  for  a  friend.  He  tried 
to  decov  them  with  soiiie  men-hant  signals,  but  was  not  suecossful. 
From  tlie  great  distance  between  her  musts  this  steamer  miiv  be  the 
Sui,ifii\  trying  to  get  in;  nothintj  eoiibl  please  me  so  nuicli  as  her 
eaoture  b^y  a  vessel  belonging  t*t  this  squadron. 

You  will,  therefore,  whenever  the  servie4'Sof  the  Cutjhr  are  not 
essential  in  the  sound,  keep  her  cruising  between  Shi[»  Island  and 
Mobile,  and  instruct  her  eommander  to  keep  a  special  guard  over  the 
oast  and  west  pa.ssiiges  of  Horn  Island. 

1  shall  direct  the  commander  f>f  the  }fonf(ffyiJH>ry  to  toueh  at  Ship 
Island  f(tr  the  purpose  of  procuring  some  X  inch  shells  from  your 
vejiael.     He  pleased  to  furnish  what  he  i-equires. 


J 
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1  have  instructed  the  commander  of  the  QnitiecticiU  to  deliver  to 
you  some  picks  und  shovels  for  use  at  Ship  Island.     I  will  send  by  the 
first  opportunity  some  lime  from  Fort  Pickens. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Fl<xg-(Mcer^  Cmumanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadtott. 
Commander  M.  bJiiTH, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S\  MamaehxiffettSy  Missuislppi  S<ntvhd. 


Oircvlm^  Nf).  ^. 

II.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

November  S5^  J86L 
Commanding  officers  while  blockading  will  be  particularly  careful 
to  conceal  as  far  us  possible  the  lights  of  the  ships  under  their  com- 
mand, and  will  never  show  a  light  except  in  cases  of  necessity.  Infor- 
mation has  reached  the  Department  that  some  of  the  blockading'  vesseb 
frequently  keep  a  light  hoisted  at  the  peak. 

1  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

/  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

J^lHg-OJicci'^  (■oinmandhuj  Gulf  Bloekadimj  Squadi'*m. 


Ch'drr  of  Fhuj-Ojfhtr  MvKtaiul".  S.  -\rtr^,  to  Captain  T^enre//,  f.  S. 
Nuvy^  retjai'diufj  mi'iuucc  for  certain  venseU. 

U.  S.  FiJkGSHiP  Niagara, 
Of  Fort  Pkl-enH^  Ni^ceinherHo^  ISGl. 
Sir:  Your  communication*  of  the  :20th  instant  is  received.     The 
steamer  seen  from  your  ship  may  possibly  have  l^een  the  Sumter^  as 
she  is  reported  to  have  great  space  betwei'n  her  fore  and  main  ma^its. 
I  have  instructed  Comnmnder  Smith  whenever  the  services  of  the 
Cuifhr  are  not  essential  in  the  sound,  to  keep  her  cruising  between 
Ship  Island  and  Mobile. 

I  have  ordered  C-onimauder  Cicero  Price,  in  the  steamer  Ifunt»vill<', 
to  report  to  you  for  the  puri>ose  of  aiding  in  the  blockade.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  J[iint>ivllh\  you  will  be  pleased  to  dispatch  the  ^Vnt^'f 
Witch,  without  delay,  with  instructions  to  her  commander  to  rei>ort  to 
me  at  this  place.  Sliould  you  have  any  on  board,  be  j)leased  to  furnish 
Commander  Piice  with  gi-ape  an<l  <'anister  shot  for  his  light  82-ix>und- 
ers,  also  with  cartridges  for  his  pivot  guw^  should  he  need  them. 

The  Ilifntuvilfe  has  u  condenser,  and  will  be  able  occasionally  to  sup- 
ply you  with  water,  l)ut  she  must  be  kept  iu  readiness  at  all  times  to 
start  in  jjursuit  of  any  vessel  that  may  appear  in  sight. 
I  am,  respt'ctfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

"    *  AVm.  W.  McKkan-. 

FiiUf'O^^lrer,  Ctmimuitdiuij  Gulf  JSlofkadtntj  St/midrtfu. 

Captain  \j.  M.  1*owell, 

Ci'tHmomlintj  l\  iS.  Frigate  Potomac,  off  Mohih'. 

*Stt!  nrtitT  24lh,  McKean  to  Smith. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  tJte  Xavy  to  Livutonant  Quavkei^hmhy  U,  S, 

i\'i/(7/,  coninutiiding  V,  S.  S.  Delav^re^  to  procted  to  duly  hi  the 

Gulf  Sfjmidnm. 

Navv  Department,  November  iHS^  J86J. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  V.  8.  S.  I>'f<niuirt'^  under  your  C4>ni!uftnd,  is 
ready  for  sea,  5*011  will  nrocpcd  with  her  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
re]M>it  to  Fhijj-Ofiiuor  u'illiaiii  W.  MrKeau  for  duty  a.s  a  part  of  the 
squadrou  under  his  citunnund. 

The  Jhhnrure  Iteing  heavily  laden,  you  will  proeeed  to  your  desti- 
nation with  /^reat  K-i%Yi\  kwpinj^  near  the  coast  and  touchinjf,  if,  in  your 
opinion,  advisaliW-,  at  the  ^>ointd  |iu|  our  posseswion  for  the  pui*pose 
01  niakin;,''  any  rejwurs  or  reoeivin^  any  aid  that  luav  he  retjuired. 

Transmit  to  the  Dejwirtment  hefore  le^iving  Hhdad<'lphia  a  tnuster 
roll  of  the  crew  and  u  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

CriDKON  Welles. 

Lieutenant  8.  P.  QuAi'KKNBLsn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Vommundifiy  L\  aV.  ,y.  Ih-hncart'^  PhUad€i-phi^. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  ilis  No^y  to  Fi-ay- Officer  MbJieaai,  U.  S. 

NavUs  eiijolfnuii  vi(/tla?uk.'.  itt.  ex<frcisln<f  theriyht  of  aearch  ftrr  th^pre- 

veiita/n  ofilUyal  ti^ffic. 

Navy  Department,  N*/veifd>er  S5, 18G1, 

8iu:  In  regard  to  the  small  vessels,  ehietly  under  the  English  fla^f, 
whieli  are  Ueiiit,^  freijy^hted  al  Havana  and  other  points  for  Matamoi-a^s, 
with  iirrns  am:!  niiiiiiliuns  on  fjoiird,  whirh  you  have  nodoubton  enter- 
ing the  Kio  UniJide  are  landed  on  the  Texas  nide,  liskiug  iuHtruetions 
bow  to  proceed  if  their  |)a|)ers  he  correct,  and  the  vessels  not  out  of 
the  usual  tnu-ks,  and  expi*essingiiu  opinion  that  it  would  !)eau  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  neutrals  to  interfere  with  them,  t  would  state 
that  the  Ivlligereut's  right  of  visitation  and  search  obtjiins  iu  thin  strug- 
gle, atid  must  he  tirmly  maintained. 

You  will  not  he  deterred  from  preventing  such  commerce  a^  that 
referred  to  hy  aiiv  abuse  of  tin'  Knglish  or  anv  other  tlag,  nor  )>ecausc 
the  vesseln  have  fraudulent  papers  or  arc  destined  to  a  foreign  or  ueu- 
tral  port. 

Avoid  giving  unnecessary  otfense,  yet  exercise  lirmiy,  but  with 
proper  diwretion,  tlie  undoubted  helligerent  right  of  visitation  and 
capture,  witL^Kit  hesitution,  any  vessel  having  arms,  munitions,  or 
articles  contrufmiHl  of  war  which  there  is  gooa  reason  to  sup(>0He  ure 
intended  for  those  waging  war  against  the  Uovemment  of  the  United 
Stiites.  The  abuse  of  a  foreign  tlag  or  the  destination  to  a  neutral 
port  must  not  he  pfrmitted  to  shield  the  conveyance  of  aims  or  muni- 
tions to  the  enemy. 

Yoti  lire  i^|X'cially  enjoined  to  vigilance  in  order  to  detect  and  pro- 
vent  this  ti-ailjc  tuid  to  cut  off  any  aid  that  uiay  be  thua  improperly 
afforded  to  the  insurgentii. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Cotnmandhig  Gidf  BliK'kudhiij  St/wtdro^n^  KeyWe^it^  Fin. 
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Oi'^h't'  of  the  Sii'retfirt/  of  the  Navp  to  Flcig-  Officer  McReau.  F.  >. 
iVWy,  rttjordmy  ploiotfor  taking  possession  of  Ship  fsl^mtl. 

Navy  DEPARTifEKT,  November  2'j^  Ml. 

Siu:  The  stoamoi-  Ooitttitufion  sails  in  a  iew  day«  with  a  for«  to 
take  pcs^ossioii  of  Ship  Island.  You  will  therefore  transfer  to  tbf 
senior  officer  in  comniand  of  this  foree  postiession  of  all  Government 
property  not  actuulh'  required  by  you  for  establishing'  a  naval  depit 
You  wii^  coopemte  with  tliis  officer  in  the  protection  of  this  posiuon. 

The  enclo.sed  letter  *  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Department  bv 
Lieutenant  Couinianding  Trenchard,  aud  the  seamen  referred  to  oil 
board  the  ^\WA  Cot'oUno  have  been  directed  to  be  sent  back  to  the 
iluntisi'ilh\  the  Department  disapproving  of  this  act  of  Oomnunder 
Price,  UH  it  had  not  been  sanctioned  by  the  flag-officer. 

The  gunl»oat  Wl^sahivhnt^  Lieutenant  Commanding-  A.  N.  Smith,and 
Itatscii^  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell,  and  the  screw 
sloop  Brooklyn,  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  are  to  join  your  squadron. 
The  two  first  nunn?d  will  sail  this  week  and  the  otlier  will  soon  follow. 

The  ^jropcller  Fhimhtau^  which  is  cruising  among  the  Bahamas,  will 
go  to  Key  ^^'ost  for  provisions. 

I  herewith  ent  lose  recent  general  orders  of  the  Department  in  rela- 
tion to  tiie  transfer  of  men,  allotments,  and  the  appointment  of  yeonieQ 
and  paymaster's  and  surgeon's  stewards.  A  supply  for  distribution 
to  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  of  the  stjuadron  ha^  been  .sent  to 
3'ou  under  separate  covers. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

GiDEox  Wklles. 

Flag-Officer  AVm.  Vs  .  McKean,  , 

CoinmainliiHj  Gulf  BlovhfditKj  Siiuadtim.  Kt^yWevt^  I*^hi, 


Ordtf  nf  Flioj-itfivtr  Jlcluon,  l'.  S.  Xavy,  to  Commander  I'Wnvh^ 
V.  S.  ytn't/^aoiiUKiiidoKj  (\  S.  Ship  Pnvle,  rtfgardiiuj  fhv  erti/Hing 

<jr*tii>(d  of  that  (V-.y.yt/. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niaoaba, 
Off  Fort  Pich'ioi,  Xovend^er  ^6*,  ISGl. 
Siii:  You  will  cruise  in  the  ship  under  your  command  l)etwecn  Ship 
Island  Shoal  and  Sabine  I'ass  until  further  orders.     (.V)mmander  T,  D. 
Shaw,  in  the  C  S.  S.  Montgonnrij^  is  ordered  to  blockade  Berwick 
Bay.     He  will  occasionally  supply  you  with  water.     Should  he  not  be 
able  to  furnish  you  a  sufficient  quantity,  you  will,  when  necc3.sary. 
proce(»d  to  the  South  Wi'st  Pass  of  the  ]ilississii)pi  for  a  supply,  but 
arc  only  to  lea\'e  your  cruising  groimd  in  case  of  necessity.     Al»out 
the  time  of  the  expected  arrival  of  the  supply  steamer,  you  can  run 
into  Atchafalaya  l?ay  «»r  to  the  anchorage  on  Cialv<'ston,  for  tho  pur- 
])ose  of  obtaining  from  her  a  supply  of  fresh  provi.sions,  etc.,  and  will 
resume  your  station  a>  soon  as  that  is  accomplished. 
I  am,  ref?pectfullv.  vour  ol>edient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  ^IcKkan, 
Fltoj-<)jl}in\  ('oinmami'iuj  O'u/f  Blorhtdhig  Siju<idf*m. 

Conmiandcr  11.  FuENfii, 

Onnmomi/mj  f\  S.  Sfoop  Prthh. 

*Xni  lust'fMiry  to  {>u)>liHli. 
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Ord^r  of  Fiag-OjHar  McKean^  U.  S.  yhi^y,  to  Captain  EUlmu.  (J.  8. 
r.  S.  S,  Rwhaonti^  to  procfM  tft  lu-t/  WfH/or 


I         iWn'y,  fM^mmandinii 
repairs  to  that  ves^. 

IT.  S.  Flaoshtp  \iaoaiia, 
Of  Fort  Pickenn,  N*wei/ihtr  !86,  1861, 
Sir:  You  will  prorced  in  Ihe  ship  under  your  coniiimiid  U>  Key  Wost 
for  llu'  purposo  of  rejjairiujf  the  iiijuiy  sustained  durinjj  the  action  of 
tho  '2'2d  msUint  imd  that  received  while  in  the  Miswiiwippi. 

You  will  endeavor  to  tip  the  .shin  for  that  purpose,  hut  Hhnuld  you 
not  succeed  in  doing  s(»,  will  then  land  the  l>attery  on  the  wharf. 

it  is  hanlly  necessary  for  me  to  uij;o  uiwsn  you  the  gfreut  impoi'tance 
of  havinff  the  repairs  completed  as  soon  an  possible,  as  you  are  well 
aware  that  the  services  of  the  .ship  arc  much  needed.  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  repairs  you  will  till  up  with  coal,  provisions,  and  Hmall 
stores  and  rcoair  to  this  auchoraye.  where  you  will  find  me  or  orders 
for  your  ^^nitiunce. 

1  am,  respectful  Iv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

"    *  \Vm.  W.  McKean, 

Flfuj-O-ffictir,  Comjiuiiiding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

CapUiin  F.  B.  Ellison, 

Coimnttndinfj  U.  S.  Steam-  Frigate  Richmond. 


Order  of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Naoy  to  Lieutenant  Dtnpncs^  IT,  S. 
Navy^  commanding  V.  S,  S,  Huron,  to  proceed  to  dutij  in  th^  Oulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Depaietmk.nt,  Nbiv*inher S6^  ISGl, 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  g^unboat  Ifnrons  under  your  command,  is 
ready  for  sea,  proceed  witli  tier  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  report  to  Kla^-OUicer  William  W.  McKean  for  <luty  iw 
a  part  of  tho  Mjuudron  under  his  command. 

Transmit  to  the.  DejKirtment  before  sailing  from  Boston  a  muster 
roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Huron. 
1  am,  respectfully, 

Gii>EON  Wellks. 
Lieutenant  John  Downes, 

Omnjnanding  U.  S,  Oufthoat  Huron,  BttMton. 

[Order  of  same  dato  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  A.  .1.  Drake,  V,  S. 
Navy,  commauding  U.  S.  S.  Sagatnor^-.] 


Order  of  the  Set^retary  of  t/ie  Nai^t/  to  Acting  Maatt^  Home.  U,  & 
Nnry^  rfiunimudimj  it.  S,  »hip  Nightingai^,  to  pmoied  U»  duty  in 
the  Guif  Squadron. 

Navy  I  )EPATtTMENT,  A\wemher^€^  2x%L 
Sik:  As  soon  us  the  U.  S.  ship  Xightingnle,  under  your  command, 
has  her  r^tores  on  Ixviinl  und  is  uthcrwise  ready  for  sea,  return  with 
her  with  nil  nracticabte  dispatch  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  report  to 
Fla^'-OfGccr  McKean. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  ^'' 
Acting  Ma.ster  David  B.  Houhe, 

Commanding  V.  S,  Ship  JVightingai-e^  JVeuf  I'ork*. 
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RfjMfH  of  Cojnmaud<.'t  Smithy  U.  S.  ^'ovi/,  regarding  the  escape  oftKe 
steamer  Oerwral  Mirtimon. 

U.  S.  S.  A[assa(;iu;sktth, 
.1/  Ship  Maud,  yovtt/dier  26,  JS61, 

Sra:  Tlie  three- inuatcd  steamer  referred  U)  in  your  letter  of  the  24th 
instant  wwa  tliu  Mh'ituum^  whieh  did  not,  us  Htiited  in  the  eiudosed 
newspaper  paraj^riinh.  evade  the  vi^rilanrt^  of  the  hlntkadin*^  squadron 
during  the  hlow  of  tlie  22d  of  August,  hut  was  lightened  and  taken 
through  (inmt's  Pas.s.  a^i  the  (iberated  prisoners,  citizens  of  Piii;cu- 
I'ouk,  infornifd  nir,  and  they  had  the  he.st  opjK>rttniity  of  knowin^r,  oS 
tlie  vt'Hsel  was  at  anobor  for  a  time  off  tliat  place. 

On  the  morning  of  the  isth  inntunt  I  steamed  up  to  the  ea«t  end 
of  S!iip  Island,  itiHJde.  and  dist-uvered  this  long,  black,  three-nmsted 
steamer,  square-riggrd  forward,  at  anehor  off  l*as<*agoula,  ordireetlj' 
opoosite  the  entrnme  of  Horn  Isliind  I'assage. 

Judging  from  her  position  that  she  intended  to  I'un  the  blockade, 
I  spoke  the  I'.  S.  sliip  Ffttntof^  then  endeavoring  to  get  an  ofling.  and 
directed  lur  conimaiuier  to  watch  over  her  movements*  during  tho  thiy, 
and  at  dark  1  took  the  station  and  stood  off  and  on,  along  the  land, 
keeping  the  passage  in  view. 

On  the  19th  she  was  riowJiere  to  t>c  seen,  an<l  I  ha\  e  since  learned 
tltrough  the  released  prisoners  that  she  was  loaded  with  naval  stores 
and  left  for  Havana  on  the  above  date  by  the  eastern  or  Petit  Uois 
Passage. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  sti^'umer  carried  no  guns,  as  her  draft  of 
water  was  found  ItJ  i)i^  too  great  t*>  navigate  the  S4»nnd  with  an  arma- 
ment. It  will  afford  me  tnueh  salisfjiction  to  turn  her  over  to  you  for 
a  tender  in  about  ten  days,  at  which  time  I  am  anticii>ating  her  i*cturu 
from  Havana  with  arms. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Comtftattdet\  IJ.  K   JVavff 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  MoKean,  U.  S.  Navv, 

Vomuunnliiuj  U.  S.  BhKjkadhnj  S<juatlron<,  &}tif  of  Mt^eico. 

IRuclomre.— KewypKprr  ellppltiK.I 

We  t;ike  the  following  from  the  New  Orleans  Creficeut  of  the  22d: 

On  Monday  ni^ht,  (liiHiis;  tho  hlow,  wlu'it  tht'  hlrx-kailin^  ft()iifti.1r«in  lisd  iilM>utas 
much  a**  llit-y  c«nit«l  atlunfito  taking  can'  ol  thcnipelvw,  llie  Mirnnum  niiwl  •^tt'oin 
and  gave  tlicni  tlic  t^lip. 

Hlie  i»  ititw  (juictly  aiichort-d  ut  the  l»ki-  ciitl  nj  the  Pontt  Imrti-uiii  Uuilnuil,  urul 
though  flyinjr  tin*  Hritmh  llHg  iil  Ikt  rn.'ak,  wc  cjin  readily  iinaKitie  lIuU  the  Cuiifwl- 
erate  StateHwil!  iiianagf  t<»  eff<*ct  a  tnange  in  that  purticular,  niiil  havo  a  mitlicipul 
uruiainent  ahuard  Ui  keep  the  lake  clear  of  the  MtittmrhuMrtlg  atid  Mich  like  crait. 


Report  of  Lu'itte»ttnt  Head,  U.  A'.  3ayy,  cminhonding  U»  S.  S*  J^rw 
Lfmdon^  rtfjardhuj  the  cajtture  of  ilu-  Htttnuer  Henry  Lmois  <tnd 
schttoner  A.  J.    View, 

V.  S.  8.  Nkw  IjONDon, 
Of  Ship  Iifhtnd,  yoranhtr  ^S,  ISiU, 
Sin:  While  cruising  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  off  Round  Island  (by 
order  of  Commander  Melauctou  Smith)  we  fell  in  with  and  captured^ 
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fit  7  o'clock  ;i.  111.  liie  2Sth,  the  steamboat  Leirt'ti,  a  trader  between 
Moliilo  and  Now  Or!eaii.s.  Her  cari^o  cnnnisted  of  nugur  and  ii)ol]is.so8. 
At  1  p.  HI.  fell  in  with  and  tooK  the  schooner  A.  J.  IVrjr,  loaded 
with  turpentine  and  tiir.  From  tlie  aeknow  ledgiiient  of  the  captain, 
the  Vitir  intended  to  nm  the  blockade  and  proceed  to  Havana  for  a 
market. 

Hoth  tht*  alKjve  <*ar^oo^  are,  valuable.     On  this  occasion  Acting  Mas- 
ter (ieor^e  WitriL'in  rendered  most  etficient  service  as  pilot. 
Enclosed  1  tninsmit  a  prize  list  of  otlicers  and  men. 
I  am,  very  respeetfully,  youi*  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 
Lieitienant.  Vmnmanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ^  WitHhln^ton,,  D.  C. 


Ef/H^'t  of  Cvmnuttider  Smithy  U.  IS.  Nm^^  cornvmndma  U.  S.  S,  Jlimsa- 
vlnmfth^  T^gardmg  the  capinrt'  hy  the  IL  S.  S,  ^^ew  Landoti  of  the 
gchof/UfT  A.  J,    Vitic  and  tfteame)*  Htrnry  Lewh. 

U.  S.  S.  MAssAcnuaKTTs, 
At  Ship  Island^  Namnher  ^9,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  to  inform  you  of  two  other  captures  made  in  Mississippi 
Sound  by  the  New  London^  under  preci.sely  the  same  circumstances  as 
thusc  iilreatly  reported  in  my  letti-r  t>f  the  titJth  instant. 

The  schooner  jI.  -/.  F/Vm',  from  Bikixi,  l>ound  to  I?elize»  Honduiiis, 
with  a  carjjfo  of  HOI  barrels  >pirits  turpentine  and  lin>  kegs  tar,  wan 
seized  olT  Pascajroula  while  awailini,''  a  favomlll^^  ojiportunily  (o  jiass 
out  to  sea  hv  the  Horn  Island  Pil^s:  and  Ihn  hi^^h  pressure  steaninoat 
Jliitnj  Z*^c/.v,  about  3oO  tons  Ijurden,  was  taken  ull  the  same  port  on 
her  pHAyipe  to  Mobile  from  New  Orleans,  laden  with  50  hogsheads 
su^ar  and  1.270  barrels  molasses,  a  iwrtion  of  whieh  was  thrown  over- 
board in  her  altempt  to  escape.  Tlu!  .schooner  was  provided  willi  a 
chronometer  uiid  all  the  essential  nautical  instruments  and  charts  for  a 
sea  voyaf^e,  but  the  master  stjitrs  that  he  would  not  trust  himself  in 
her  U>  make,  a  passajre  to  the  North. 

I  am  engaged  in  landing  the  cargoes  of  the  two  vessels  on  Ship 
Island,  and  hope  there  may  be  soon  a  returning  storeship  that  will 
reipiiic  these  stores  for  ballast, as  they  will  suffer  fnnn  exposure  unless 
protected  with  sumething  bitter  than  old  sails. 

The  neeessary  witnesses  and  papers  have  bei-n  retained,  and  the 
balance  of  the  crews,  with  one  pas.senger,  have  been  libei-jited  u|>on 
their  ^ubsrHbing  to  the  oath  whiih  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  srhtmiu  r  ciiu  bt'  useful  in  these  waters  with  a  suitable  armament, 
but  I  Wiudd  bi'  i)K'ased  to  receive  your  instruetions  in  regard  t*>  the 
steamboats,  which  require  moarings  for  their  security  which  can  not 
lie  supplied  from  the  re^saurces  i)f  the'  blockading  force  stationed  hero. 

Your  instructions  respecting  the  fort  have  been  most  unwillingly 
reliiitiuislicd,  iu  cunscnucnce  uf  other  pressing  duties  and  for  the  want 
of  nails  and  spikes  which  were  not  obtaitied  from  the  (iuurd^  as  it  was 
supposed  that  her  absence  was  temporary,  and  1  would  respectfully 
submit  whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to  use  the  lumber  on  nand  for 
phitforms  when  it  is  of  pro|)er  dimensions  for  the  rooting  of  C4isc- 
mates,  and  when  there  islirick  sutficicnt  on  the  preniises  to  complete 
the  work. 
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•  In  the  at>Hence  of  inHtnu'tions  in  relation  to  porsous  of  forGigti  birth 
captured  in  prizes,  iind  slavoi  who  may  thus  accid^Mitally  fall  into  mj 
hand.s,  a!!  di'siring  to  so  Ntu'th,  I  havii  fon.sidined  it  my  duty  to  send 
thorn  forward  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut^  and  have  instructed  Com- 
mander Woodhnll  to  apply  to  you  for  (ii^lerH  as  to  their  further 
dispoHition. 

Six  of  the  colored  individwalH  (four  from  the  West  India  iHlands  and 
two  from  the  Cape  Verde)  were  taken  by  the  Confederate  authorities 
fnim  the  ship  Danube^  of  Portsmouth  S.  H.,  in  Molnle  B!U%  in  Mjiy 
la.st,  the  vewsoj  tonfiscated,  and  the  men  imprisoned.  There  were sovwi 
nmrc  in  eonhnenient,  and  yinee  thi-ir  lilH^ralion  have  been  employed  bi> 
|>art  of  the  crew  of  the  wteamboat  Ihun)  LetvU.  A  li^t  of  the  pemtons, 
Mifludiiijf  a  fireman  horn  in  Sweden  and  two  slavetj,  male  and  female, 
compoHO  the  jxirty  ti^an^ferred  to  the  Connt'cticut, 
Very  resjwetfuUy,  your  <tl«?dient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Commander,  U.  S.  ymyt^, 
Flajr-OfGeer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navv, 

Cirmimtndinij  U.  S.  lUackadimj  Sqwiw}tm^  G^df  of  Mejrlco* 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  3/aret^,  U,  S.  N<wy^  regarding  the  tiaptttrv  oft/te 

Hrtlinh  hark  Emj/reim.' 

V,  8.  Sl*OOP   VlNCEN'NKfl, 

Of  North  East  Pmx  rf  Mis^s^ippi  [River].  Xm^itdM^' S9,  JH61. 

Sir:  On  the  nij^ht  of  the  'Jrtth  instant,  at  alK)Ut  10:30,  a  bright  light 
was  Imported  to  me  bearing  south.  It  noon  disappeared  and  was  not 
seen  ft »r  some  time.  At  11:4^1  the  light  was  seen  again,  but  farther 
to  the  westward,  and  w^:vs  of  «|uite  a  different  nature,  the  iirst  being 
a  bright  Hanhing  light  of  short  duration;  the  latter  was  less  bright, 
of  huiger  eonliiuiunee,  and  seemed  produced  by  a  large,  unprotocted 
flame,  which  it  was  vainly  endejivored  to  werecn.  It  wiirf  uneerlain  in 
its  ehararter:  at  times  .seareely  vinibje  without  the  aid  of  a  glft&s.  I 
dire<;ted  a  ntriet  wuteh  to  be  kept  upon  it.  About  1  o'clock,  hearing 
the  n*port  of  a  gun,  I  went  on  ueik  again  and  saw  the  bright  flashing 
light  first  re|x>r(4'd,  and  aprarrntly  so  neAr  that  I  Ix^at  to  (juiirti^rs. 
TLp  light  now  subsided  to  the  appeamnce  of  an  onlinary  li^ht.  and  a8 
the  bearing  of  the  light  and  its  apparent  iixedness  of  position  made 
such  a  thing  very  probable,  I  made  signal  to  the  V .  S.  S,  }fiHiitJt.^ppi^ 
'*Ashore  a  vohscI  is,'*  which  nhe  aunwercd  some  time  after  by  malciiig 
her  number. 

We  had  at  this  time  a  southerlv  wind  and  a  strong  Ice  tid**  nmniug, 
and  1  naturally  wished  for  the  aiJ  of  steam  to  overcome  such  olxstAcK»H. 
I  was  S4)  nmcli  in  doubt  a-s  to  the  cause  of  the  light,  and  perplexed  liy 
its  maneuvers,  that  1  deemed  it  prudent  to  send  a  boat  to  roeonnnilcr, 
giving'  Mr.  Mosman.  a4ting  master,  who  went  in  charge  of  the  lM:»at, 
orders  not  to  run  into  danger,  but  if  appearances  were  suspicious  to 
fire  their  muskets  in  (piick  sucee.'^sion  and  hurrv  back  to  tlie  ship, 
getting  out  of  the  ninge  between  this  ship  and  the  light  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  I  miglit  use  the  guns  if  necessary.  If  it  proved  to 
l)e  a  vessel  ashare  he  was  to  ascertain  what  assistance  was  needed,  and 
to  i-eturn  to  this  ship  for  it.     Wliat  occurred  to  Mr.  Mosmau  wlxilo 


GDLF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  795 

jibHpnt  in  the  l)owt  is  deUiiNxl  in  the.  lu'conipiinying  copy  of  the  ropoii; 
hi'  luiulo  to  me. 

Th(i  IhjuI  not  rrturniu^.  iiiul  no  demonstrations  Ijoinj^  notirod  in  tbo 
neijjrhborhood  of  the  lights,  tlio  rolnnit  wtis  lu'ntvn  at  4  a.  iii.  At 
early  flnylight  iliscovcrpa  h  vciwel  aground  ii  or  8  inilrs  S.  W.  I>y  S.  of 
u.s;  ^loihted  our  color**  ns  soon  as  it  wa.s  light  enough  to  di.stitigtiish 
them;  the  vejswel  then  lioLsted  Knglish  colors.  At  6:30  got  underway' 
to  beat  up  to  the  vessel.  The  hhuipKhtr  did  the  name.  At  m.  or  1 
p.  m.  the  MifiififfHippi^  Heeing  tlie  littler  projfri*s.s  we  made,  eonunenced 
Hteaminy  to  windward.  Finding  she  would  reach  the  voHnel  !»efoi*e 
we  could,  this  ship  and  the  I\hKjtii(htr  Inith  returned  to  our  respertivo 
stations.  Next  morning,  tiSth,  went  on  Iward  the  MiMMfHMhtp!:  found 
that  Mr.  Mosman  had  taken  possession  of  the  Knglish  barK  A'//ti>/'t«/i, 
of  Hvdl.  42fi  tons  burden,  froni  Rio  de  Janeiro,  bound  to  New  Orleans, 
hiden  with  coffee.  With  somea-ssistann^  from  the  crew,  boats,  kedgcj*, 
and  hawsers  of  the  JA/w-y/V" //>/>/,  the  Imrk  had  been  gotten  off  and  was 
anchored  abend  of  the  8tearaer.  The  log  ttook  of  the  EtfipreMn  shows 
that  hercaptftiu  wa«  fully  aware  of  the  exist^nico  of  the  blockade,  and 
the  maneuvei*s  with  the  lights  seem  to  contirm  what  was  let  fall  acci- 
dentally by  some  of  the  crow,  i.  e. ,  the  plan  to  be  carried  out  \va«  to 
run  the  vessel  on  the  South  West  I'ass  Bar,  make  signals,  and  get  a 
steamer  alongside,  wliich  would  haul  theui  over  the  bar  ami  tow  them 
well  up  the  river  before  daylight. 

The  CHptain's  letter  of  instructions  tells  him  that  in  the  event  of  the 
port  of  New  Orlean.s  being  blockaded,  he  will  be  warned  off,  and  will 
then  proceed  to  New  York.  Upon  overlmnling  the  ves^^el  we  tind 
that  ttiere  is  not  more  than  ^(R)  gallons  of  water  on  board,  and  of  some 
important  articles  of  provisions  there  is  not  enough  to  take  the  vessel 
one-third  of  the  way  to  New  York. 

Nothing  contraband  of  war  has  yet  been  discovered  on  ijoard  the 
bark,  but  the  evident  intention  of  the  capt^iin  to  nin  the  blockade 
determined  us  t*->  take  ]X)saeHsion  of  the  ves^sel  and  send  her  to  New 
York  as  a  prize.  We  have  less  hesitation  in  doing  so  because  of  this 
letter  of  instructions,  the  voyage  to  New  York  l>eing  one  that  the  cap- 
tain, if  acting  in  good  faith,  expected  to  make  should  he  not  be  able 
to  get  into  New  ( )rleans. 

Mr.  Mosman,  the  prize  ma^tor,  is  ordered  to  call  at  Fort  Pickens 
and  report  to  you.  I  did  not  feel  authorize<I  to  remove  any  of  the 
crew  or  the  prize,  and  as  it  is  numerous  and  the  cargo  valtmblo.  I  have 
sent  a  master's  mate  and  11  men,  well  armeil,  witli  Mr.  Mosnuin. 
Sending  away  these  two  olKcers  weakens  our  force  considerably.  Mr. 
Droons  being  .still  an  invalid,  and  one  of  the  midshipmen  being  liable 
to  the  recurrence  of  an  ophthalmic  atfection  wbicli  unfits  liim  for  duty. 
I  therefore  forward  the  application  of  Mr.  Stone,  coast  i)ilot,  for  an 
apiKjintment  as  acting  master.  If  granted  it  will  supply  om^  of  the 
vacancies  made  by  sending  away  this  j)rize. 

I  have  to  ask  instructions  in  the  cose  of  one  of  the  seamen  of  this 
ship,  Edward  R.  Piatt,  a  tM>py  of  whose  letter  to  me  I  send  you. 

Upon  (|uestiouing  him  I  find  tlmt  he  hiw  never  l>een  rctjuircd  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  either  on  board  this  ship,  the  receiving  ship,  or 
at  the  rendezvous.  Piatt  is  at  present  a  prisoner  at  large,  and  I  have 
])roiiused  t«)  prevent  what  he  seems  »n  muih  to  dreiid  by  ordering  him 
U>  be  put  in  confinement  whenever  there  stial!  be  ilie  prosiM'ct  of  an 
engagement.     1  have  p^'ihapsgone  more  into  detail  iu  this  letter  than 
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I  ought  to  have  done,  but  it  h  owing  to  the  circumstantial  ovidoDoe 
aguinst  the  prize  )>ark,  for  all  his  pupern,  etc.,  mcciu  to  Ite  correct, 
1  an»,  sir,  witli  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Saml.  Marctt, 
Commufiding  U.  S.  Sh^jp   Vincentt 

Flag  Officer  Wm.  \V.  McKean. 

P.  S. — November  30:  A  letter  fiom  CJaptain  Selfridgc  and  the  prev- 
alence of  n  strong  ni»rther]y  wind  induce  me  to  order  the  prize  )>ark 
to  proceed  directly  to  New  York.  I  have  alfio  taken  from  the  bark 
seven  of  her  men  iind  will  send  them  to  New  York  in  the  ('fmn4^tUid, 
in  order  to  keep  (hem  fmni  the  influenci^  of  the  captain  and  to  make 
the  prize  crew  of  the  hark  more  (omfortttblc.  I  suppose  it  will  Iw 
proper  to  request  Commander  Woodbull  to  place  them  in  chartje  of 
the  U.  S.  marshal,  to  l>e  taken  care  of  until  tiie  arrival  of  the  Imrk  in 
New  York. 

Saml.  Marcy, 
Lieutenant^  (K  S.  -V'/"//, 
Ooindg.  U,  S.  Sh>*rp  Mncenncs,  off  South  JikiMt  Pium. 


ZeUerYropi  Colond  Browfi,   U.  S.  Army^  to  Flag-Officer  McKean^ 
U.  S,  Nwvy^  T^errlng  t^  firtmj  on  sintiU  hixU  by  I*uri  McRee. 

Fort  Pickens,  Novemh«r  ^9,  ISCl. 

Mt  Dkar  Si  It:  Our  belligerent  neighbors  on  the  other  Hide  seem 
very  restless;  the  tiring  yesterday  whs  on  a  small  lx>at.  I  suppOKo 
HragfT  ha>-^  jriven  u  general  order  to  fire  on  all  boat«  etUering  the  hartKir. 
I  notice  tills  that  your  boats  may  l>e  on  their  guard. 

A  flag  came  to  me  yesterday  )»ringing  this  negro  I  send  to  you.      He 

represents  himself  as  Ijeing  one  of  the  two  captured  on  the  Storof  (he 

\Veffts  but  I  have  not  much  i-ontidenee  in  the  honesty  of  CJeneral  Brngg, 

and  therefore  do  not  Ihiiik  it  safe  to  have  him  hen^     Will  vou  l>e  ho 

food  as  to  keep  him  and  send  him  on  the  Connecticut  to  New  York. 
f  he  is  as  represented,  ho  can  there  be  identified;  if  not.  hanged. 
Can  you  not  let  me  have  some  newspapers?     We  got,  through  the 
kindiu\ss  of  (■aptain  Walker,  the  Post  of  the  15th  and  14th.  and  wrmld 
like  to  have  the  inteniie<liate  and  subserpient  dates.     If  you  <^iiu  let  us 
have  them  you  will  confer  a  favor. 

How  gloriously  I>u  Pont  whipped  the  rebels!  And  how  fleetly  the 
chivalry  totjk  to  llicii-  heels  from  the  hrave  Yankees!  I  think  ft  the 
handsomest  atl'airof  tlie  war.  A  few  .such  whippings  and  the  chivalric 
tone  will  come  down  to  it*!  pro|>er  level. 

The  negro  can  give  you  a  little  intercfiting  information  about  the 
batteries  which  tired  on  you. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Hautet  Browk. 
Flag-Offi(«r  McKean. 
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65Mtf  of  the  Brithh   /tchntmcr   TeUgroph^   seized  ne>tf   Indian    Key^ 
Florida.  Nmumber  30,  1861. 

Letter  from  the  8eoTeUi7  of  State  te  the  Beorot&ry  of  the  Navy  forvarding  compUist  tff 

tbo  British  Miniitor. 

Department  of  State, 

Sih:  1  have  thp  honor  X<o  enrlosp  to  you,  herewith,  the  copy  of  a  note 
of  tho  81h  instant  from  IvoH  Lyons,  coniplaininif  of  theprocopdin^of 
Coiiitnand^T  8potts,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Wandfnr,  with  rcj^ard  to  the 
Briti.sh  fithooiier  Trhyrnjih^  of  Nassau,  Hahanm  Islands,  and  to  request 
tliat  yoii  will  furnish  itie  %vith  such  infonimtion  on  the  suhjcct  as  it 
may  he  in  your  power  to  coninmninito. 
I  am,  sir,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  GiURON  Welt.es, 

Secretary  of  the  JVai^y. 


WnxTAM  H.  Seward. 


IKnploMun*.) 

WASiirxoTON,  Mnreh  8,  180S, 

Sir:  Her  Maje-sty's  Government  have  had  iindrr  tlunr  ronsideration 
iieomplnint  made  ajjainst  the  proeeedings  of  Commander  .Spot ts,  of 
the  U.  .S.  ship  ]V<r/it/i/'e/\  with  rejjfard  to  the  British  schooner  7efegrap/t, 
belon^in^f  to  NiL-^sau,  in  the  Bahama  Ishmds. 

Full  |))irticulars  of  tiie  case  have  In^en  received  liy  her  Majesty's 
(Tovernaieut  from  the  otiieer  adiiiinistoring  the  Government  of  the 
Bahamas. 

It  appears,  from  an  extended  protest  which  was  made  before  the 
British  consul  at  Kry  West,  that  the  Ttfegi'tiph  sailed  from  Nassau  on 
the  2(»th  of  Novcmijer  last  and  arrived  there  on  the  2<ith  of  that  month; 
that  on  the  28th  of  thr  same  luontlj  she  left  Key  West,  lh»urid  lo  Green 
'J'urtle  Cay.  otherwise  n<;ur  |New|  Plymouth,  in  the  island  of  Almco, 
Bahamas;  that  on  the  Hiith,  while  proseeutinp  her  voyape  and  near 
Imlian  Key,  I  Florida  |.  she  was  luou^lit  to  by  the  L'nited  States  cutter 
or  schooner  Wanderer^  Commander  8potts;  thut  hor  master  was  ordered 
on  board  the  Wanderer  with  tho  shinV  papers;  that  the  papers  wci*o 
taken  from  hira;  that  the  ship  was  toereupon  detained  and  taken  by 
the  W/thderrr  ha<*k  to  Key  West,  arrivinj^  on  the  :^d  of  Decemlwr; 
that  so<in  after  her  capture  William  Jones  Fisher,  one  of  her  crew, 
was  ordered  on  boanl  tne  Wanderer^  phieed  in  handcuffs,  and  kcj)t  in 
them  for  three  days  and  ni^dit*. 

It  further  appeal's  that  after  the  arrival  of  the  TAegntph  at  Key 
West,  Henrv  Augustus  Fisher,  her  master,  was  infoniied  by  the  com- 
mander of  tlie  Waiulerrv  that  he  mig:ht  j;^o  on  shore  and  see  the  mar- 
shal; that  he  went  to  the  office  of  the  marshal,  who  asked  hira  why  he 
had  fjeen  brouijht  back;  thut  in  i*ci>ly  the  master  stated  the  faetH  as 
above  narnitea;  that  the  marshal  tliereupon  returned  him  his  ship\s 
papers  and  said  he  was  all  clear  and  nothing-  could  1k^  proved  against 
liim;  that  on  the  (ith  of  December  an  ofiicer  of  the  iranrftrt'/*  nailed 
the  Trleijrftph  and  informed  the  master  that  his  vesi*el  was  released; 
that  thereupon  the  vessel  returned  to  Nassau. 

It  is  also  stated  that  no  person  on  board  the  }Vauderer  ever  made 
any  charge  against  the  Tde^jraph  ov  gave  any  reason  for  her  capture. 
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The  captiii-e  of  the  vessel  and  the  act  of  pliicin^  William  Fisher  in 
handoutf.s  anpour  to  her  Mtijcsity's  Government  on  the  above  .statement 
of  fact.s  to  nnve  l>een  wholly  unjuMtiliahle;  and  her  Majt!8ty*«  (iovem- 
nient  have  accordingly  instructed  ine  to  ask  for  full  explanations  from 
the  Government  of  the  Unitert  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  buniblo  servant, 

Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Sewari>,  etc. 


Seport  of  Lieutenant  Bpotts,  U.  8.  NaTj,  oommandlng  V.  8.  ichooner  Wa&derer. 

U.  S.  ScnooNXR  Waxdekew, 

Ket/  W<Jif,  April  21,  ISG3. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cotuniuni- 
catton  of  Match  14,  enclosing  u  copy  of  n  note  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  by  Lord  Lyons  on  the  8th  of  March,  complaining  of  my 
proceeding^i  in  the  case  of  the  Hrittsh  schooner  Tehqraph.  In  reply 
to  which  Ihave  to  state  a  report  of  thefact^  wiu*  made  to  Flag-Offiocr 
William  \V.  MrKean,  under  date  of  the  l:ith  of  December  la^t,  the 
answer  to  which  you  will  tind  enclosed  and  marked  *'  B,"  and  Is  as 
follows: 

On  the  30th  of  November  last,  whilst  cruising  among  the  Florida 
Keys,  I  discovered  the  British  schooner  Tthyni/tU  coming  out  from 
Key  Vaccas.  Upon  exatninution  of  lier  papers  1  found  that  sho  had 
cleared  from  Key  West  on  the  lifSth  of  Novemlwr  for  (ireen  Turtle  Cay 
(Abaco).  Oij  en<iuiiirig  whut  they  were  doing  in  at  Key  Vaccas,  the 
captjiin  informed  inc  tliat  be  hu<l  been  there  for  wood,  and  that  he  was 
going  to  stop  at  Indfan  Key  for  twiggage  belonging  to  some  passengers 
he  had  on  board.  I  informed  him  Oiat  this  waa  in  direct  violation  of 
my  orders,  tlnit  his  vessel  had  cleared  for  Abaco,  was  found  comnm- 
nicating  with  the  kej's. 

You  will  ^ee  from  the  enclosed  order,  marked  *'A,"  which  is  a  part 
of  my  instructions,  that  it  was  my  duty  to  seize  that  vessel  and  it'turn 
her  to  Key  West  for  investigation.^  which  I  did.  On-niy  arrival  here 
I  communicated  with  Mr.  Howe,  colh*ctor  of  the  port,  on  the  subject. 
Enclosed  you  will  (ind  his  reply,  marked  '"C,"  which  prompted  me  to 
rehMLsc  the  Tehyrnjih^  whtcli  1  did  on  tht*  6th  of  December. 

The  nntrshal  at  this  place  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Tehgrnph^  as 
Htated  in  Lord  Lyons'  contmiinication. 

He  also  states  that  *' no  person  on  board  the  Wanderer  er^r  roade 
anv  charge  agamst  the  TeUgniph  or  gave  any  reason  for  her  capture." 

1  explained  fully  mv  reasons  to  the  captain  of  the  ve^el  for  taking 
hm»  to  Kev  West,  and  he  acknowledged  that  he  laid  himself  liable  to 
be  seized  for  stoppmg  at  the  keys  without  its  being  entered  on  his 
clearance. 

In  regard  to  William  J.  Fisher,  one  of  the  ci*ew  of  the  Trfet/mph^ 
he  was  drunk  and  very  abusive  to  my  officers.  I  ordered  the  sails  of 
the  Tdfyniuli  furle<l,  when  William  J.  Fisher  said  *'(iotl  damn  your 
.souls  to  hell,  il  vou  want  these  sails  furled  come  on  board  and  doit 
yourselves,"  anH  continued  abusing  the  officers  in  that  language.  1 
requested  the  captain  of  the  TtUgrnpU  to  stop  hU  abuse.     He  informed 
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me  that  he  hnd  no  control  over  him.  I  therefore  hvoujjht  him  on 
hoHi'd  this  vi'ssd  and  hud  handt-utfn  \nii  on  him,  iw  1  considcrtMl  it 
neoessary  until  his  arrival  at  this  port,  when  I  returned  him  to  hia 
own  vi\->Ht'l. 

I  hoiip,  >'n\  that  the  ahovo  oxphination  is  .sufficient  to  exonerate  me 
f  mm  any  cGnwure  on  the  part  of  my  Oovernment. 

I  consider  under  the  cireum.stanecy  and  my  orders  I  siniplv  did  my 
duty  on  that  oceasion.  I  wtw  li^nient  in  ri4easiii)^  the  ve.swel  on  that 
owasion,  o-s  1  thought  tliat  the  collector  wu.s  protiahly  more  to  hiainc 
than  the  \yiir\y  seized. 

1  am,  :iir,  very  reefpcctfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  II.  Si'orrs, 
LUutvnant,  Coutinandlifuj, 
Hon,  GtDKOX  Wei,t.e8, 

SfXVtUiry  of  the  Navy,  Wttttfihujtou.,  D,  C. 

[Eaclosure  A.] 

Flaoshtp  Mississippi, 
Key  ^Jv«^  Jam-  L^,  1S6L 
Siu:  You  will  require  all  vcMsel.s  and  Ijoats  leitvinj^  the  harlwr  of 
Key  We.st  txt  obtain  a  clearance  or  penult  from  the  cu-stom-liouse, net- 
tinff  forth  the  ohjiM-t  of  tlieir  voyage, except  pilot  boats  (on  their  regu- 
lar f^round.'i),  which   permit  must  Ik*  approved  by  the  ei)niirmndmi^ 
oHIicei'of  tlie  port,  and  if  any  such  ve,s,sel  or  boat  is  found  without  sucli 
cleamnee  they  will  be  dealt  with  as  violating  tbe  blockade. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  Mkhvine, 
Flag-Officer^  Crulf  BUjckadimj  JSyuadroti, 
Chas.  Howe, 

Collector  o/t/ui  Pari  of  Key  Went. 

[Encla«ttreB.] 

U.  S.  FLAGSHtr    NiAOAKA, 

Off  F»irt  IVclens,  DecL-mhi-r  19,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  I'Jth  instant  is  received. 
You  will  not  regard  any  verbal  permission  jjranted  at  thi'  custom- 
house for  vessels  to  touch  at  any  of  the  keys,  and  will  inform  the  col- 
lector of  this  order. 

I  urn,  rcspectfullj',  your  obedicut  servant, 

Wm.  W.  MoKean, 
Flmj-Offieer^  Commandiiuf  Oulf  BlockiuUmj  Stjmidt'im. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Spotts, 

Com/fiandmg  U*  8.  Schooner  Wand'crcr,  Key  Wemts  Flu. 

[Kncloiure  C] 

CoLLECTOu's  Office, 

Key  Wt'nl^  DtCirndwr  4,  I'^^Sl, 
Sib:  I  have  Lho  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  toyour  request,  I 

have  examined  the  papers  of  the  British  schooner  TfiUyraph,  which 

you  state  you  found  out  of  her  course  on  her  voyage  to  Abaco  and 

Drought  into  this  port. 
I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  this  vessel  was  cleared  at  this  offi^-e  on  the 

2Sth  November  last  for  Green  Turtle  Cay  (Abaco),  with  passengers 

and  baggage  and  1  barrel  rum. 
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ht?  i=T  l^'^r^.*LT^  with  th*  inhabitBBtff  thereof.  He  raurfad  lai 
br  .cJt  »^-~-^i  t.'  <•  p  at  on*  of  tbe  kers  to  prorme  m  little  €w»-xid 
f : r  i>  T-^^it^W  --*T,  in  whioh  I  eoald  see  no  impropneCv.  If  he  ba^ 
accei  •:<Z'rrK'\^  tzAn  :=.  zi»i  futh and  riohted  bbt  bw  of  the  remoe 
or  NiTT.  i-r  ilk*  ia,:  i  h.int-«rlf  IbMe  to  hi^  pentthieeC 

Tb>  TKTit^l  -M^-r  r'Tr«:-rt.rii  br  the  inspector  of  the  costoni^  Otlr.  fii=«elli 
**  fi*"-"?  '^*^-  *■  »c-?h*:.r  in  Key  Kscayiw  Bar  oq  her  voyage  brrt, 
in-i  w^^  rcpp>^i  to  hav*^  oommank«tion  with  tfie  inhabHant^  at  Miami 
Ri^'rr.  Tik:^s  ill  t^.•^^^  ^iiing>  into  eonadeimtion,  I  te%£pecCfaUv  ^u^- 
geit  I'zx  prt-prlrtT  V*  _v.>cr  taniing  the  cai^e  orer  to  the  IT.  S.  district 
attom-rv  f.:r  LEve^tiffition. 

I  return  h-^rt^with  h^r  pawr?. 

^'itri  2T^4t  rv>pei.-t.  I  am,  ?ir.  vour  obedient  serrmnt. 

Chas.  Howe. 

Lieutenant  0>aimandiiig  J.  H.  Spotts.  f.  S.  Xavv, 


I .  >".  -^•;**'/.  rr'/'inliinj  *i  prtjp'jiH:*!  attack  f/n  Confederate  jhrct*  at 

Fort  Pickexs,  Novemher  JO.  JS61. 

Mt  Dear  Sib:  Your  note*  came  safely  to  hand.  I  would  very  g-ladlr 
see  sonu'thing  done  in  the  way  you  propose,  but  am  apprehensive  that 
the  risk  will  not  warrant  the  undertaking,  there  being,  so  far  as  I  (ad 
loam,  at  lea^t  two  (and  some  say  four  or  five)  heavy  batteries,  one 
inimediately  >x'Iow  and  the  other  immediately  above  the  wharves  on  the 
shore.  However,  of  this  you  are  better  qualified  to  judge  than  I  am. 
If  you  could  .surprise  them,  success  with  little  or  no  loss  would  be 
almost  certain,  but  can  you  do  so  ?  Can  you  get  your  steamers  past 
all  their  Ijatteries  undiscovered;  And  \t  not,  will  not  the  bira  be 
flown  before  you  can  catch  it  ?  I  merely  throw  out  these  as  sugges- 
tions for  your  t-onsideration. 

From  all  the  information  I  can  get  Deer  Point  (City  Point),  [St. 
Andrew's  Sound],  is  being  fortified,  but  that  not  much  progress  is  yet 
made,  and  that  a  regiment  is  stationed  there  with  a  few  fieldpieces."  I 
should  think  that  the  chances  of  a  coup-de-main  there  would  be  much 
greater  than  the  one  projKJsed,  but  it  must  be  done  by  >>oats.  I  should 
suppose  [that  I  a  sufficient  force  could  be  landed,  so  as  to  capture  the 
troops  and  destroy  the  works.  And  by  coasting  the  shore,  but  little 
danger  for  the  steamers  need  l)c  apprehended. 

Any  aHsistance  1  can  give  you  consistent  with  tlie  preservation  of 
this  fort,  I  will  most  heartily  render. 

The  negro  is  not  a  contmlmnd,  but  was  sent  to  me  by  Bragg,  and 
henc4»  my  suspicions.  I  can  not  suppose  that  Bnigg  would  voluntarily 
K(>nd  me  a  man  who  has  apparently  seen  and  knows  so  much  as  this 
f»n»  <loes. 

lie  v.\w\  \r\\'v.  you  a  good  deal  of  information  as  to  the  batteries  at 
Pensacola,  and  the  kind  of  guns,  and  his  statements  correspond  pretty 
well  with  those  I  have  received  from  others,  except  that  he  makes 

*Not  fouiul. 
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more  battonoa  between  Pensacola  aud  tbe  n&vy  yai-d  and  fewer  at 
Peneaoola. 

TKl'  nej^ro  «iys  the  ix*bcl8  acknowledge  a  lost*  uf  9  killed  imd  Tl 
wouniled;  if  they  do  so,  we  may  safely  triple  it.  They  never  tell  ono- 
third  the  truth. 

I  am  nmeh  ohlifrod  f<>r  the  rewsagc  of  the  diHeharged  soMieri*;  they 
will  require  no  orders  at  New  York,  bcin(f  free  to  go  where  they  ploatie. 
1  return  the  papers,  for  which  1  am  much  obliged. 
Yours,  very  tnily, 

Harvey  Brown. 
Flag-Offieer  McKean. 

Report  of  Commander  Colvtuxfressea^^  U.  S,  Navv^  comtnandlng  U*  S, 
ttU/feahip  Supply^  ofarnvttl  at  Key  Wettt,  FUi. 

U.  S.  Ship  Supply, 

Key  West,  DiC^mher  7,  1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  announce  the  safe  arrival  of  the  6'upjfly  at 
this  port. 

I  regret  to  state  that  on  the  evening  of  the  34th  ultimo,  while  com- 
ing to  an  anchor  otf  the  Great  Bahania  Bank,  the  stjirboard  cable 
|xirtcd  and  thereby  we  lost  our  best  bower.  1  did  my  best  to  recover 
it  by  grap^jling  for  it  two  whole  days,  but  to  no  purjuxse.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  had  the  ntble  been  a  good  one,  the  accident 
couUl  not  bave  occurred.  It  was  a  very  old  cable,  and  I  tried,  when 
I  joined  the  vos^^el.  to  have  it  condemned,  but  could  not. 

Since  my  arrival  liere,  I  ha>e  received  ordoi^s  b}-  the  U.  S.  S.  Water 
lI'/VcA-  from  Flag-OlHecr  McKean  to  proceed  with  the  ship  to  Fort 
Piekenn,  and  I  shall  sail  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  Hervant, 

George  M.  Coi.vocoresses, 

Command^ff,  f'.  S,  Natyy, 
Hod.  Gideon  Wellbb. 

Secretary  of  the  Nlktjy^  Wfnthimjtifn^D.  C\ 


Lett<rr  from  Otifmd  Bro%on*V.  S*  Anny^  comnmndlny  Fort  Pi^hais^ 
to  Flag-  Officer  McK^xai^  U.  8.  'Notvy^  regarding  gutM. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Flortpa, 

Ffn't  Picl'enH^  Decemher  /,  ISOU 
Sir:  I  tmderstiind  that  the  Dc  Soto  has  Piirrott  rifle  guns  on  board. 
It  is  very  desiralile  to  have  those  lent  you,  and  if  tho.se  on  Itoard  this 
vessel  are  of  the  same  caliber,  can  not  two  of  them  be  landed,  iind  vou 
keep  those  you  have?  1  shall  also  want  the  ammunition  returned,  as 
1  have  but  little  on  hand. 

In  case  we  again  come  to  blows,  then  yours  would  be  of  very  great 
service.     I  can  mount  them  on  carrmgej?  which  we  now  have. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  Her\'ant, 

Harvey  Broavn, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 
Flag-OiBccr  W.  W.  MoKean, 

Coni^nanding  Naval  Forci'9^  Gvlf  of  Mexico, 
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Imttrxictltnm  from  tJie  Secrntary  of  tJw  Xaiu/  to  Tlaij-Offic^r  McK 
U,  S.  ^anj^  n</(i7'dt'ntj  the  Coniucoj/ut, 

Navy  Depaictment,  Decctnber  ^,  IS6J, 
Sir:  Your  comnumications  of  the  13th  nnd  isth  ultimo  havo  beon 
received. 

In  ipjifiird  to  the  ciweof  X\w  r'>r«i/<vyy///f,  montionnd  in  the  latter,  the 
Deiwutment  would  state  that,  under  instructiun^  to  the  bl«>ckadin^' 
somvdrons,  our  officers  are  to  eapturo  no  vesnel  ftpjirottchin^  a  bloek- 
iiaotl  iK>rt  until  after  she  hii-i  been  wiirocd  off»  which  warning  ahouid 
hv  c!it<uod  on  the  roginter. 

Ve^sseU carrying  iirms,  nuinitions,  or  contmband  of  war  to  the  enejny 
are  to  1*0  seized. 

The  punboats  }Vin(mfi>,  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Nichols  and  S<'tfif-4t^  IjIou- 
tenant  Kdwurd  Donaldson,  ^\  ill  sail  shortly  to  join  your  .squmlrun. 

The  AMpK  Uatjd  will  not  join  your  squadron,  :w  pi*evioii.sly 
advised. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

tTll>frX)N    \Vel.lk8. 
Klag-Ofiiccr  \Vm.  W.  MiKkan, 

Ct/iiiiitatidlny  Gulf  Sqiuidrtm.. 


retjardhuf  the  diMjMmthnt  tf  tJn;  mr^oen  of  th<'  Htf^itut^rn  Anna  aud 
Henry  l^'irin  ixud the  mhwmern  OUve  and  A.  -/.   F/V/r. 

U.  S.   FlAGSlin*   >]UUAIIA, 

Of  Fort  Pk'h-ni*,  I)tvemher2,  IHGl, 
8ik:  T  havt^  the  honor  to  inform  you  tliat  1  have  this  thty  received  a 
comnmnicjition  from  Coriiniander  M.  Smith,  conunanding  U.  S.  S, 
J^lajtsuchituftfH,  inforniinjif  nic  that  on  the  nmrning  of  the  *22d  ultimo 
the  Hteamer  Xar  Lundun^  by  a  concert<^d  arrunjrcUH?Ht  with  tho 
sU'anier  li.  7?.  iUiylfr,  and  aidi'd  by  a  i>ortion  ctf  the  crew  of  the  Afan- 
mrhtiMcitf,  captured,  in  Mississippi  Sound,  the  steamboat  Antoi,  of  l*a8- 
cawfoula,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  with  naval  stores,  and  the  schooner 
Olivi\  loaded  with  lujnlwr,  for  the  same  market.  Also,  of  the  sulj»e- 
quent  capture  by  tho  AW'  lAUxd^/n^  under  pivciscly  similar  circum- 
stances, of  the  schooner  .1.  ./.  \"tv\  from  Biloxi,  bound  to  the  Ik^Iize, 
lb>ridunv*.  with  a  ^arffo  of  3(H  barrels  spirits  of  tur]xintine  and  10<» 
ke^s  of  tar,  and  of  tiie  hiirh-pi*essure  steamijoat  Iknrif  Larify  from 
Moliile,  tmund  for  New  OrWns,  her  cargo  consisting  oi  ."jO  hogsheads 
of  hugar  and  1.2T<i  barrels  of  molasses,  a  portion  of  which  wa«  tbrowu 
ovorlioard  in  licr  efforts  to  escape. 

1  beg  to  Iw  informed  what  disposition  is  to  bfr  ^^^i\  of  these  priy.e 

goods.     The  vessels  in  which  they  were  takty^  ^-:--i -*  - 

convey  thorn  to  a  Northern  port,  tho  coal  >hr 
spared  for  that  purpose,  and  if  landed  on  Shii 
the  weather,  great  loss  must  ensue. 

1  feel  satisfied  that,  witli  two  or  three  more 
Londfmy   heavily  armed,   but,   if  possible,  of  s 
draft  ought  not  to  exceed  7,  or  at  mo.-^t,  8  feel, 
Iwtween  New  Oileans  and  Mobil 
pletely  broken  up,  and,  us 
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enrlosod  copy  of  a  communication  just  received  from  Commnnder 
Siiiit.li,  the  aostructiDu  uf  thiw  loumieivG  would  l>e  a  liouvy  blow  to  the 
rein*  Is. 

I'pon  the  return  of  the  Riohmmid  from  Key  Went,  it  is  ray  inten- 
tion to  proceed  immcdintely  to  Ship  Island  for  the  purpose  of  convert- 
inj;,  if  posHJl)!?,  the  uintured  steamers  into  jjunlxMits. 

\   lio^r  tliiit  four  utssi.stant  enjfineerH  may  t>e  MMit  out   by  the  firet 
opportunity.     Their  services  will  be  ncedecf  on  botiril  of  these  .steiimci'a. 
1  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Flag-  Officer^  Cmnmanding  OttlJ^  Blockading  Sqtmdron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wellf.8, 


Report  of  Oi»n»iandef  Smithy  U.  S,  Nmy^  admnng  measures  for  tfie 
intemtptioii  of  tfw  inlaitd  Com?twrc<:  of  tfie  Coiifederai-e^. 

U.    S.    S.    MASfiACHTT8ETTa, 

At  Ship  Mind,  Deceroher^,  1S6I, 
8rR:  1  have  to  report  that  the  rebels  have  involuntarily  discontinued 
thr  navi^ution  of  tlm  sound,  but  will,  in  all  prol«ibility,  make  another 
effort  to  carry  fn^i^lit,  so  soon  il"  soinn  of  thi:jr  availahln  straiulK>ats 
can  be  conv*'rte<l  into  nrmpd  vi'ssris  to  convoy  tlicni  throupfh.  .Some 
of  the  boats.  J  understand  from  persons  recently  captured,  hayc  Ix'en 
exuniiru'd  with  a  view  to  this  object. 

I  learn  that  t\w  Irycr  ut  New  Orleans  is  for  miles  covered  with  sugwr 
and  molasses,  and  the  freight  by  railroad  fi^om  New  Orleans  to  Mobile 
is  !?14  per  liogHht-ud  and  i^7  per  barrel. 

If  this  stateni(>nt  is  reliable,  it  would  seem  that  no  blow  could  fall 
BO  ht^'uvil}'  upon  them  as  the  interruption  of  this  inland  commerce. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obecfieut  sen'ant, 

MELANrroN  Smith, 
0>m'mn7itUr^  U.  S.  Naiyy. 
Fhifr-Officer  \V.  W.  MrKEAN, 

Voiuily.  U.  *y.  (j  ulf  BltK-kading  Sfptadron^  Gulf  of  Mtxloo, 


Report  of  Fhiij- Officer  McKmn^  U.  S.  ^'auy,  reganling  the  disposition 
of  certain  vessdm  added  to  kw  Cfft/iinafia. 

U.  S.  Ft^osiiip  Niaoara, 
Of  Fort  Pich-ns,  Dect.nnUr  ^.  ISGl, 
Sir:  I  haye  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  i)lace  on  the  27th 
ultimo  of  the  V..  S.  S.  Di-  Sail*  and  the  IT.  8.  bark  Mldniyht^  and  on 
the  *Jyth  ultimo  of  (he  U.  8.  gunboat  schooner  RftcM  Se^jiium, 

Thi^  J/idni///U  I  have  dispatched  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Texas, 

between  Gahoston  and  Matajrorda  Bay;  tJio  Raehel  Seaman  I  have 

sent  to  MisHissijipi  Sound  for  the  present;  the  De  Soto  I  atn  dist-hartj- 

'e  as  fast  as  possible,  hut  thei-e  has  been  some  delay,  owing  to  the 

'  sea. 

^Jiinlitvill*-  arrived  from  Kev  West  on  the  24th  ultuno  and  was 

ily  dispatched  to  relieve  the  Water  Witch  off  Mobile.     I  have 
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this  day  received  a  communication  from  Commander  Cicero  Price, 
reporting  fresh  leaks  in  her  boilers,  and  I  much  fear  that  she  will  soon 

Srove  totjilly  unst>rvii*enbie.     I  therefore  re«]ueHt  to  he  informed  what 
ispo-sition  shall  be  miide  of  her  in  the  event  of  her  breaking  down 
entirely. 

I  am,  respoctfutly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  MoKean, 
J^fa^-O^^er^  Oommanding  Ouff  JUiK'l'adififj  S'/wich*****, 

Hon.  GinEON  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na&y^  Wanhint/ftm^  D.  €•, 


I 


l7U<iructlimH  fmm  F'lag- Officer  McKtvuu  TT.  S.  N(wy^  i*>  Command^T 
Smith,  U.  S'.  Navy,  regarding  gtiwral  matters* 

U.  S,  Fi^Gsnip  Niagara, 

Off  Fart  Pichms,  Ihceinht-r  ^,  1861, 
Sir:  1  have  disjiatcbed  the   Montgornery,   Conmiander   Shaw,    to 
teniporarily  blo<'kude  Horn  Inland  Pass,  with  inxtnictionn  to  Lieuten- 
ant CoinmmidJng  Winnlow   to  proceed  to  this   pliu-e   a-s  quiekly   n» 
possihlL', 

1  will  Hupply  the  Cuyler  with  a  30-ponndpr  rifle,  to  replace  the  one 
8ho  now  hiw,  which  I  desire  to  return  iinint'diatcly,  aH  Colonel  Brown 
IH  in  need  of  it.  As  soon  as  she  landn  tin*  \f\u\  mid  tjikes  in  u  small 
c|unntity  of  ooal,  nho  will  retum  to  the  wound,  and  the  Montgmnery 
will  tlion  proceed  to  her  dentinution  at  Atrhnffdaya  Hay. 

1  will  Hcnd  you  an  anchor  to  moor  tbt*  stt^anicrs;  Nhould  you  need  a 
chain  there  is  one  on  bonrd  the  schooner.     Should  the  fVy/<7*  Ik?  witJtt 
you  in  the  sound,  dispatch  her  immediately  to  this  place. 
I  am,  reapectfullv,  your  obedient  senant, 

Wm.  W.  McKkan, 
Flag-Officer^  Cmnfnanding  Ottlf  JShcX'odiug  Sgu/i(i}v>n,. 

•Commander  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Masstich\t«etts^  Ship  Inland* 

P.  S. — I  shall  leave  for  Ship  Island  immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Richmond^  which  vessel  I  expect  in  a  few  days. 


Repm't  of  Flag- Officer  McKedn^  U.  S.  Naiw^  regarding  the  di^palch- 
ing  iwrth  if  stick  and  icf/imaed  soldi^frs. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 
Off  Fin-t  Pickem,  December  3s  1S61. 
Sir:  Colonel  Harvey  Brown,  commandinfj  Department  of  Florida, 
havinjf  n'<iue.stcd  a  pits.Mujrc  to  New  York  in  the  steamer  ConntHicut 
for  Hfteen  or  twenty  soldiers.  prinri|>ally  sick  and  wounded.  I  have 
iustructed  Commander  WoodhuU  to  receive  them  on  board. 
I  am^  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  W.  McKeax, 
Flag-Offii'eT,  Ciwimandhxg  Gtdf  Bhrkodiug  Sf/ttadi*tm. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wki.les, 

Secret^try  of  the  Nowj^  WttAhiugf^m^  D.  C, 
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Report  of  Fi<ig- (Officer  McKettn,    Tl.   S.  Navy,   referring  fo  niriowi 

ca-ptur&i. 

U.   S.   FLAfiSntP    NlACARA, 

OffFm-t  /'/Www.  Deremher3,  mi, 

Sfb:  On  the  :i5th  iilHmo  1  had  the  honor  to  a(idre8n  t<>  vou  a  Im^ty 
dispatcli,  which  I  forwarded  to  Koy  West  b_v  the  L'.  h.  S.  \Vat4<r 
Wttrh.  whifh  vpsBoI  I  was  ohlijn"*!  to  send  to  tbiit  place  for  tin*  pur- 
]x>HO  of  repiirinjr  hor  t>oiler.  Since  the  date  of  that  coniinunii-ation 
nothitif/  or  importance  ha^  occurred  here.  I  nicnticMU'd  thi'n-in  my 
iDtoiition  to  send  the  Rlrhmoiid  to  Key  West  for  reiMurs;  thi.s  I  did 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  and  am  now  hourly  expectinfr  her  return. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  1  have  just  received  intelligenee  of  a 
most  gallant  exploit  at  Galveston,  highly  creditable  to  both  othccrs  and 
nn^n  who  were  engai^ed  in  it.  I  herewith  transmit  Captain  Kagle^s 
report*  in  regard  to  it,  also  a  copy  of  his  refK>rt  to  tne,  and  a  copy  of 
Lieutenant  Jouett'H  report*  to  him,  to  which  1  refer  you  for  the  partic- 
ulara  of  the  affair. 

Ctiptiiiii  Kagle  also  reports  that  on  the  13th  ultimo  the  schooner 
Sam-  JIouMtm  (tender  to  the  SanU't')  eha.sed  itshore  on  the  San  Lni.s 
Bar  a  schooner  of  al>out  (JO  tons  burden,  which  was  completely  wrecked, 
thei*e  beinff  heavy  nurf  at  the  time. 

I  hav(^  also  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  by  the  nloop  Vmcf/iTtrN  and 
steamer  M/uMtsM/pj)/',  otf  the  Noith  Ea-st  Piws  of  the  MiH.sis.sippi  Kiver, 
whilt*  attenipttnjj  to  run  the  blockade,  of  the  Enj^'-Jish  bark  Empi'em^ 
beloiit;iiij^  to  Hull,  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  loaded  with  coffee.  A  prize 
crew  was  placed  on  board  of  her,  and  she  was  sent  to  New  York  for 
adjudication. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  Licutx^nant  Commandinjj  Marcy's 
re])oil  f  of  the  circtmistance.s  under  which  she  was  tjiken. 

As  I  found  after  a  trial  of  ten  days  that  it  was  impossifile  for  mc  to 
give  the  necessary  attention  to  the  detail  of  ovdinarv  duty  on  board 
this  ship,  1  have  appointed  Lieutenant  »l,  (>.  P.  de  Rrafft  lieutenant 
commaiidin^r.  He  is  one  of  the  best  officers  in  tlie  service,  and  I  hope 
that  the  apiH)intment  will  meet  with  the  apifrolmtion  of  the  Dcimrtinent. 
1  am,  rcjipectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  W.  McKrav, 
Flfj<j-  Ofieer^  Grmmandmg  Gvif  Blockading  Siptndnnu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUtrg  of  the  Hmjy^  Wh^hiiujUmy  D.  C. 

IBtidotvonieiit.] 

Publish  this,  and  order  Jouett  home  for  a  command,  or  send  a  vessel 
out  to  him. 

W. 

Letter  froTfi  Brigadier- Genet^il  Ph^lpa^  JJ,  S.  Army^  to  Fltig-OJic*^' 
JfrJvtart^  ('.  S,  Navy^  regarding  the  occupation  of  Ship  MmuL 
J/itufi-Hfiijf/fi  Sound,  by  tfie  U.  S.  military  fioTtH*. 

Ship  Lsland,  December .?,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  rejwrt  my  arrival  here  in  the  steamer 
Const ityftion  with  alwut  3,000  men  to  take   p>ossession  of  the  island 

*See  under  thiU:  November  7,  IStil.  fiiee  p.  7M. 
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and,  in  connection  with  (iio  Nuvy,  U)  put  it  in  the  bejft  possible  st&tc  of 
defense. 

It  in  lU'vsigncd  to  render  the  i.sland,  if  praoticable,  h  depot  for  a  still 
larger  force.  The  L*otnmuniciition.s  1  herewith  forward  I  know  noth- 
ing of  with  rejrjii-d  to  their  contents.  Any  ossiHtHnce  which  you  oin 
rendi;r  uio  in  the  object  U)  he  attaine<l,  or  any  cooperation  I  ihhv  lend 
you  in  furthering  the  puhlii-  service  in  tliis  quarter,  will  lay  mo  under 
obligation:^. 

YourH,  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Phelps, 
BrigadiiT-Gtmeral^  IL  S,  Amiy, 

Flag-Officcr  Wm.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy 

Cominandhuj  Oulf  Blocktuiimj  Stptadroiu  F^n't  PlckmiH, 


Letter  frmn  Fhg- Officer  McKtanyU,  S,  Nai^y^  to  BrigadU-r-Oenerai 
Ph<:lpH,U,  S.  Army,  offering  vooporatlon  in  the  occupation  'tf  Sftip 
[itlund  by  t?ie  iniUtary  forcea. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 
Off  Fort  /*?VXww,  December  ^,  1S6U 
Sir:  i  have  great  plea<*ure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
ronunniiit'ution  of  the  Hd  instimt,  and  otler  you  my  hearty  congratula- 
tioriH  upon  your  sjife  iirrivaL 

I  shall  lie  nio:^t  happy  to  cooperate  with  you,  and  any  at^ititancc  I 
can  give  will  he  chci'rfully  riMidered. 

I  am  hourly  oxpc4'ting  tln^  rclui'n  of  the  Richmond  from  Key  WesL 
UiK)n  hcrarriviil  I  sfiall  tc:ivc  iniruedialcly  for  Ship  Island,  which  jdacc 
1  Hhall  make  wxy  hoathiuarters  in  the  future.     In  the  meantime  Com- 
mander Smith  will  reudor  you  all  the  a.s.sistanee  in  his  power. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKkan, 
Fiag-Officer^  Commauding  Gulf  Blockading  Stjmtdi'Ofi* 

Brigadier-General  J.  W.  Phelps,  U.  S.  Anny. 

Ship  Ishntd. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  McKean^  U,  S.  Navy^  io  Chunmtnder  Smithy 
C.  8.  JVavg,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massachxtseit»^  t4>  tywperate  in  tht* 
occupation  of  Ship  Island. 

U.  S.  Fi-AGsnip  Niagara, 
Off  Fort  Picl'cnt^,  Dtcmtifr  ^,  18GL 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  render  to  Brigadier-General  »T.  W, 
Pheljis  all  the  aHsi.stance  in  your  power.     Whenever  he  is  prepare<l  to 
lake  clmrgc  uf  the  island  the  neamen  and  marines  will  be  withdniwn.* 
I  am,  respectfuUv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

'    '  Wm.  W.  McKkan, 

Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Gxdf  Blockuding  Stpntdrtm, 

Commander  Mblancton  Smith, 

Omtmonding  V,  S.  S.  Ma^tsachn^etta^  Ship  /stand. 

P.  S. — I  am  instructed  to  transfer  to  (jenenil  Phelp?^  all  Govern- 
ntent  property  not  required  for  the  cstahli-slunent  of  a  naval  depot. 

*  For  report  of  Brigadier-fieimral  Phelne,  Bee  Oflicm)  Rocoitls  of  ilie  Uniou  and 
Confederate  Annies  Id  the  War  of  the  Keiu'llion,  Beriefl  I,  Volume  VI,  p.  466. 
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Order  of  FUuj-(yffi<er  McKean^  U.  S.   Nairy^  to  Commander  Ald^t, 
U.  A',  ^dfy,  commttndinij  U.  S.  S.  Siruth  CarvUva, 

G.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 
Off  Fort  PUkena,  Dfcemhcr  Z^,  JS61. 
Siu:  I'lx)!)  Itoinjf  rolieved  hv  Commander  W.  [M.]  Wnlker,  in  the 
V.  8.  S.  Ih'Soto  you  will  proceed  in  tbo  steamer  under  your  command, 
without  delay,  tl*  Ship  FHltind  and  ro|H)rt  to  me. 

You  will  he  |)leti.-<tvti  to  hriiij,'  yaur  teiujer  with  you. 
I  am,  respeotfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Fla<j' Officer^  Comnuiiiding  Gxdf  Blockadintj  Sqnaaron, 

Commander  James  Alden, 

OtTinnanding  U.  S.  S.  Smtth  Carolinasoff  Barat<tria, 

P.  S. — >$e  pleased  to  fpve  Captiiin  W'lilkerany  information  you  may 
have  that  you  think  eau  be  of  service  to  hun. 


Ordin'  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Steilwagetu  U.  S, 
A^fii>y^  commanding  0*  S,  S.  Mercadita,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
Gulf  Sifuadroii. 

Navy  Department,  Decemhei'  1^^  1861. 
Sm:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.   |>to|>elIer   Mrrr>dit<f^  under  your  com- 
uiund.  is  readv  for  sea  you  will  proceed  with  her  with  alt  pmctieabh? 
disputch  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  report  to  Kla^'-Otlieor  MeKean 
for  <luty  as  a  part  of  the  s<iuadrori  under  his  eomniand. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  l)efore  sailintf  from  New  York  a  muster 
roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  Menedita, 
I  am,  respeclfully,  etc., 

Gideon  \V'eu^es. 
Commander  II.  S.  Steixwaoen, 

Vmnmandiny  U,  S.  l^pell^'  MereedlUi^  Neio  York, 


Ord4T  of  thi'  Secretary  of  the  Nm'tf  fit  J^hg- Officer  MrKean^  U,  8. 
Naiyy,  regarding  the pi^posed  dt vision  of  the  Gtdf  Sguadnm. 

Navy  Department,  Decendter  4.  tSGi. 
Sir:  The  Department  do.^ipns  dividing  the  Gulf  Squadron  into  two 
sections,  the  headtpiarters  of  the  eastern  at  Key  West  and  Havana, 
and  of  the  western  at  Ship  Island.     The  eastern  will  include  Cuba  and 
the  I^abamas. 

The  sending  home  of  Lieutenants  Sclden  and  Law  is  approved. 
Both  have  been  dismissed  the  service. 
I  am,  lYsiK'ctfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flaic-Officcr  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comwatiding  Blockading  Sgitadivn,  Key  West,  Fla» 


808 


OULK    BLOCK  ADINO    SQUADRON. 


Et^agement  between  ike  U^  S.  S.  Montqmneru  and  Confederate 
er»  FUftida  <md  Pamtim^  off  Horn  liiund  PatfUy  December  4r  ISGl. 

B«port  of  FUg-Offlcor  KeKean.  U.  8.  Navjr.  tranamittlng  report  of  Commaodvr  Shaw,  V,  & 
Havy.  couunandiAg  U.  6.  8.  MoDtgomary. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Of  Mohf'/e,  D^'remb^-r  57,  7.V67. 

Sir:  I  hftve  deemwl  it  my  duty  to  remo\e  Oomnmnder  T.  D.  Shaw 
from  tiie  coinniiind  of  the  l^.  8.  t^.  Montifomery.  nnd  order  him  to  Near 
York,  with  iimtructtotis  to  rejKjrt  to  you  by  letter  iiumcdiateJy  ou  liU 
urrival. 

For  my  i^asons  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  copy  of  n  reiMirt 
received  from  him,  herewith  tranymitted.     It  needs*  no  comment. 
I  am,  re,Hpe«tfuIly,  j'our  obedieut  ttervant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Ffag-Offcer,  CJommanding  O-^Uf  Biftch^ding  Stjuadimyn. 

Hon.  CiiDKON  Wklles, 

S,errtary  of  (Jo-  Nary,   Wui*h*mftou,  D.  C. 


B«port  of  CommuideT  81i«w,  U.  B.  Kbtj,  oemm&ndiag  D.  B.  B.  Kontgonerj. 

U.   S.  ri.  MONTOOMERV, 

Off  Horn  hhmd  /V**,  Deceiidter  5,  ISdi. 

Sik:  In  olM^dicnce  to  your  orders  wo  took  our  ix>sition  iinnird lately 
oH  the  liar  of  lloni  Lsland  IVsm  on  the  H*l  instant.  On  the  morning  of 
the  4tli.  lit  8  oV'look.  two  steamers  were  reported  standing  down  the 
sonnd.  apparently  with  the  intention  of  coming  out.  We  got  f<twuu 
on,  and,  f>eir»g  in  shoal  wat^^r,  htood  otT  a  little.  About  9  a.  m.  Iwth 
vessela  opened  a  brisk  tire  on  un,  evidently  from  long-range  rifled  guns 
and  shell  eimn  of  heavy  calilKr.  They  were  sido-wlieol  veseeU,  chini- 
ble  of  taking  any  position  they  thought  projHT  to  a.'*>4ume.  Our  snip 
l>eing  a  propeller,  it  took  Home  time  for  us  to  get  her  in  a  {XMition  to 
bring  our  pivot  and  broadside  guns  to  bear,  while  the  shot  and  ^helln 
from  the  seeessionisls  wei*e  burnting  around  and  ahead  of  us.  At  *^:'M) 
wc  opened  tire,  at  the  «irae  time  maneuvering  to  get  our  vessel  out  of 
range  of  their  long  guns  and  prevent  their  taking  a  niking  position, 
which  they  seemed  to  wish  to  get.  Our  broadside  32-poundei>i  fell 
far  short  and  our  X  inch  shell  gun,  on  whieh  we  mostly  depended, 
failed  to  reiich  them,  while  their  shells  were  falling  ahca^  ann  itstern 
of  us.  The  *lecks  of  the  enmller  vessel  seamed  crowded  with  men,  and 
1  do  not  think  I  overrate  their  force  in  placing  it  at  least  at  from  350 
to  40i>  men. 

Therefore,  not  wishing  to  expose  this  vessel,  oiEi-ers,  and  crew  to 
<'ertain  destruction  from  a  force  so  much  superior  to  us  in  every  way, 
I  determined  to  invite  a  cooperation  from  Commander  Smith.  Aft4*r 
a  eonsultntion,  we  agreed  tnat  it  would  not  l>e  advisabl*'.  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  for  him  to  leave  his  charge.  I 
therefore  returned  to  our  anchorage.  The  relHds  had  returned  into 
the  sound  and  [Hissed  to  the  westward,  and  have  not  been  seen  since. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

T.  D.  Shaw, 

Qftnmand^rr, 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  MoKean, 

Cw/trnnm/tny  U.  S.  lUochidhtg  Squadron^  Oulf  of  Mcinco, 
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Abstraot  Log  V.  8.  B.  Montgomery,  Commander  8h«w.  IT.  B.  Havy. 

Deeemh'r  J^.^  ISGL—OH  HtJi'ii  Island  IWh.  At  daylight  nothing  in 
sight  seaward  from  aloft  From  8  to  meridian:  At  8:10  two  rebel 
steamers  hove  in  sight,  l)e«ring  E.  N.  K.,  apparently  coming  down  on 
lis.  At  1\  one  of  the  8teamei-s,  painted  blaA,  opened  fire  on  u^,  and 
in  !i  few  Hiinutes  after  the  second  one,  painted  white,  oiH»ned  lire. 
Went  to  (inarters,  hovo  u])unehor.  got  iinncrwav,  »nd  stood  out  to  get 
itito  suHifiently  deep  water  to  nianonver,  hroug^t  our  gunn  to  hear  on 
them  and  at  i^:30  opened  tire  with  the  pivot  X-incb  gun  and  with  our 
port  linmdside  giuis  \\s  they  lK)re  on  the  enemy.  The  gxnis  of  the 
enemy  appeared  to  he  rifle  and  3*2-pounders.  Apparently  their  light- 
ing broadside  (both  vessels)  were  seven  broadside  and  two  bow  chasers 
and  one  stern  chaser,  and  the  deck  of  the  white  steamer  seemed  covered 
with  men.  Otir  shot  and  shell  all  fell  short,  although  in  vpr>'  good 
line  shots;  but  as  our  cylinders  hold  too  sraall  a  charge  of  jx>wdor,  we 
were  unuble  to  rearh  them.  At  10,  the  rebels  were  off  our  starboard 
€|ii:irter,  giving  an  otH-iisional  shot,  which  fell  short.  We  returned 
tht!  (Ire  with  our  broadside  jMVOt  guns,  liut  could  do  no  damage. 
C'eai^ed  tiring  and  stood  to  thestjuthward  and  westward.  At  the  eorn- 
nieneement  of  the  tiro  the  captain's  clerk  made  up  the  signal  hook, 
letter  book,  and  all  public  doi-ument,s,  to  be  thrown  overboard  in  case 
wo  were  taken.  The  black  ref>el  steamer  followed  a.s  we  stood  down 
Horn  isliiiid.  ke*^pirig  inside.  At  10:50  made  sail  and  stood  VV.  S.  \V. 
Lost  sight  of  both  Nteumers.  At  11:40  Chandeleur  light-house  wa« 
reiKirkrd  two  points  on  the  |>ort  bow.  Expended  8  X-ineh  shell,  3 
V-inch  shell,  5  32-pound  shot. 

Jhffiiiher  ^tV,— ]jieiitenant  J.  E.  Jouett  joined  this  ship,  relieving 
Comtnandcr  T.  Darmb  Sh4W. 


Bxtrmet  from  th«  Biobmond  DUpsteh,  Dooember  14,  1B61. 

The  Kloi'ida  on  a  ff'oUe. — We  tind  the  following  in  the  Mobile 
Evening  News,  of  Fnday  last: 

Tlio  (.'(infederateStaleflBteamer  /•YonV/ocarae  uj)  to  townabont7:30oVlock  thiBtnom* 
\n\t,  aixl  uiAv  lies^  in  the  stri<iam  nut  a  bit  tbe  worse  for  her  brush  yeetertluy  luuniing, 
whuh  is  ttmre  than  the  em-niy  can  say  tar  hitiiseif.  As  far  an  we  have  lieen  able  to 
nwertfliii  the  particiilanf  nf  the  aflair,  they  areae  followH,  and  from  a  reliable  si>nrcTe:> 

Al>rnit  9  oVWk  yfvtonlay  momlnlt  {4tn  instant),  the  Florida,  Captain  Welles,  C. 
8.  Nuvy,  eaiue  in  niKhl  of  a  larpe  three- maateil  pro|)eUer,  iiiHide  of  Honi  Island  I'a»f, 
antl  [lilt  afu-r  her.  tlryt  sij;naliiit;  to  the  J'andicv,  whieh  was  ineom[>auy.  to  turn  haek. 
Tlie  enemy  Hh<twe<J  wjtiie  iHsp^Ksition  ti>  fight,  bnt  ufl*^  exchnni^iiiii  u  few  sbot*>,  con- 
elu<l»-'«l  to  try  her  heelf,  in  whirli  she  hud  a  suiwriority.  The  /7oru/«,  }iuwever,  pwr- 
tfued  her  about  'A  milea  outnide  the  }»asH,  wheu  whe  relinquiflhe<t  the  chase,  the  raa 
l>ein^t  too  runnh  for  her  ty  wnrk  her  ifuiia  with  effect. 

r>iiriiig  this  bmsb  the  enemy  11  red  S  ehots;  the  Floridn,  deeimus  of  crippling  him 
liefore  he  could  jift""!  of  the  way.  lire<!  8orne  60  phut  and  shell,  Heveral  of  whieh  miuft 
have  hit.    The  enemy  did  not  show  his  colors  until  near  the  close  of  the  atlion. 

The  FUrritia  foujrht  at  preat  diKidvantage  in  one  respert,  owing  to  her  steering 
apimnitus  l»eing  imt  of  <)r«U'r,  but  showe*!  a  de<"ide<l  tuiperiority  in  the  effeeliveness 
of  her  uriiuuntMit.  That  gun  wliieh  M-uretl  ttie  ^a/michvMfiUwi  bailly,  luid  had  nearly 
provetl  fatal  to  tier,  ih  evidently  a  better  piece,  or  inoat  be  better  handled,  than  any 
whieh  the  enemy  have. 

Ah  Jhe  enemy  are  by  tins  time  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  Plorifht,  haWng 
fired  fully  a  hundred  shot  at  her  ineffeetually,  we  suppose  there  is  no  indiscretion  in 
saying  that  she  in  verv  nmeb  cliani^L'iil  fnuii  her  former  )£iiy,  first -class?  hi>tel  appear- 
ance, naving  l>eeu  relieved  of  her  npper  works  and  painJeil  at*  black  m  the  insirie  of 
her  Hnmkeslack.  She  camea  a  jib  forward  and,  we  suppose,  eome  ateeriiig  i*ail  aft, 
when  re(|utsit«. 


I 
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Ordur  of  Flag- Ojfieer  McKean,  T7,  S,  Nary,  to  Captain  S^J fridge^  U, 
S.  Navy^coinrnandinif  U.  S.  S.  Misat^lppi^  rt<ian§ing  repairs  fo  thai 
vewd. 

U.  S.  Flaoshiv  Niagara, 
Off  Fort  Pivh^HH,  Dtamht'r  5,  JS61. 
Sir:  1  buve  information  that  the  Brookltpi  w  ordered   to  join  tlii* 
wjiijidron.     Upon  h*»r  arrival,  I  will  send  her  to  relieve  you,  that  you 
may  pioceod  to  Ship  Isluud  and  make  the  necessary  repaii>!  to  your 
machitiery. 

I  am.  rcsjMxtfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

^VM.  \V.  MgKean, 
Fh(/- Offerr^  Catnmafiding  G\df  BUK-htdimj  Sf/*tadnm. 

Captain  T.  O.  Selfuioge, 

Voinmandin{f  IL  IS,  S,  Mlsfdasijyjn^  off  f^tjut  A  /'  (hit re. 


Orders  of  Flag- Officer  McKm%^  U.  S.  Naiyt  ^<*  Coinriuinder  S/iaw, 
U.  S.  ^vy^  commanding  U.  S,  S.  Montgomenj, 

U.  S.  FLAOsnrp  Niagara, 
Off  Fort  Pit'huji,  Dfe^mht-r  6',  ISGL 
Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Ctnjl^r^  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Winslow,  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  your  destination  »ind 
carry  out  your  in^^tructions  of  the  I'd  instant. 

Tfie  enclosed  comnumicatiou  you  will  1h^  plcuHt'd  to  hand  to  Com- 
mander Henry  French,  cornnmnding  U.  S.  sloop  /Vf/^/<*,  which  A'ejisei 
is  now  lilorkading  Atchafaluva  Bay. 

I  am.  rL'spectfully.  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 
Fldg- Officer^  Commanding  Qui f  Blockading  i^'^uadrrm. 
Commander  T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commtinding  U.  S,  S,  Montgomery^  off  Horn  hUiiid.  P(kit». 

P.  8. — Von  will  touch  at  Ship  Island,  and  should  there  Ih>  a  coaI 
i^hi])  tit4>re,  will  \x\\\v  on  liourd  lus  much  lus  you  can  slow,  with  all  pors^i- 
blc  diHpatch,  before  proceeding  to  your  d&stination. 


Exchange  of  Rhotn  hetween  V,  »S'.  .*?.  New  London  and  Con^ecUrat^ 
steamern  j\iinlico  and  Oregon^  off  Miss tusijfjji  City^  Mita, ,  Dece/nher 
r,  186  J. 

Abfltract  log  of  U.  fl.  B.  MAuaehntetti,  Commaader  Smith,  oommaQdiog. 

Df^^mhtT  7,  JSG2.— At  12:3*1  p.  m.  the  steamers  Pt'  Sofo  and  New 
London  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  rel>el  wtenmei'H  Fomfioo 
and  Oregwi.  At  1:30  Xnr  Ijirndtm  exchanged  shots  with  Piimlieo 
and  Oregim.  At  2  rebel  steiuur'r  ran  into  Mississippi  City.  From  4 
to  6:  The  Ntrtr  Limdim  got  underway  and  stood  in  to  inten-opt  the 
r*'be.l  giinlwats.  Wo  got  nnderwa}'  and  .stood  in  here.  At  l:iil»  saw 
two  olhur  re!>el  j^teamcrd. 
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Abitraot  log  of  U.  S.  S,  New  London,  Commander  Read,  cominandin(^. 

DivntihcrT^  ISfit. — At  l^  ni.  two  rrhcl  stt*uin<M*.s  appeared  in  the 
isouncl  off  Mississippi  Citv.  Wc  iiiiiurciiatelv  ^ot  iindorway  and  wont 
in  pursuit.  TIk^v  kept  t*lo;si'  iiislioiv-  in  slmal  water.  Wo  were  unititle 
to  uppronub  within  i-flVotuuI  ninjiro.  Wr  tfu-n  ran  up  (he  rrlnd  flag, 
union  down,  and  tired  a  lee  gun  as  a  elmllcng-e  for  them  to  come  out 
and  light,  l»ut  they  declinwl  to  do  ho.  Five  or  six  sliots  were  exchanged 
witii  no  etfctrt.     l*hoy  then  tjtood  for  Lake  PonteUartrain. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  U.  6.  S.  D«  Soto,  Commander  Walker,  eomnumding. 

Dec^nhcr  7f  1861. — At  1  p.  m.  two  steamers  and  a  schooner  discov- 
ered to  the  ciuitward.  Hove  up  luid  steanietJ  out  in  eliitse  in  eonipany 
with  the  Xf'W  London.  Went  to  miarters.  prepared  nhi])  for  aetion. 
In  conseiiiuenre  of  the  shoalnews  (if  the  water,  unable  to  get  withiu 
range.  The  JVtir  L<fn<hm  biMiig  of  liglit^'r  draft,  stood  in  ahead  of  us 
and  e.xeiianged  nhuts  with  twu  reltel  steanuM>i  at  Uing  i-.itige.  At  ahout 
3:30  p.  ni.  the  rebel  steamers  ran  iutoshoalcr  water  and  both  anchored 
or  tied  up  to  the  shore. 

Eztracc  from  the  &ielimottd  Ditpateh,  Decomber  17,  1861. 

A  (iiiU'iht  Afffiir. — Captain  Myci-s,  of  the  (heffony  had  been  sent  by 
General  Linell  to  brintr  away  a  powder  mill  from  llandshoro.  Miss., 
and  was  on  h\^  way  with  it  when  the  gallant  little  affair  took  place,  for 
the  use  of  t!ie  captain's  report  of  which  (suys  the  New  OrleaoB 
Picayune)  we  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  General  Lovell: 

C.  S.  Gu^iBOAT  Oregon,  Det^^nbtr  S^  1861. 

Gknkral:  Whilst  lying  at  Harrison's  wharf,  Mi.«8i.ssippi  City,al»out 
10  o'ehH'k  p.  m.  yesterday,  the  C.  S.  gunlK>at  Patnfico^  Captain  Dttx.ier 
conunanding,  nin  in  and  notified  mo  that  the  cnemj'  were  approacliiug 
and  to  prepare  for  an  attack.  The  weather  was  so  hazy  that  a  vessel 
could  hardly  be  distinguished  at  5  miles  distatit. 

Honie  of  my  men  being  itshore  taking  in  water,  I  wa«  delayed  fifteen 
minutes,  thus  permitting  the  enemy  to  approach  to  within  4  milea  of 
the  wharf  before  1  could  get  underway. 

The  Pxmfht)  and  Oreqou  then  stood  out  io  meet  them,  and  when 
out  about  a  miln  and  a  naif  from  the  wiiarf  a  three-masted  propeller 
seIii>oni;r  opened  on  us  with  her  rifled  gun  and  lired  three  shells  much 
short  of  our  bows. 

Bring  then  withiu  2  miles  of  each  other,  put  the  boat  about  in  order 
to  bring  our  rifled  <'unnon  to  benr,  and  we,  the  Pamli^'^t  imd  Oregon^ 
tired  a  number  of  shot  at  the  schooner,  which  were  rapidly  acknowl- 
edged, when  she  suddenly  declined  tha combat  and  concluded  to  haul 
off,  ran  away  to  the  southeastward,  under  the  guns  of  a  large  stt'ara 
brig  of  war.  and  in  the  end  put  down  the  sound  to  the  eastward.  The 
brig  returned  to  the  fleet  oti  6hip  island,  and  1  roturned.  to  Mississippi 
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City  and  completed  the  basincss  in  which  I  won  cnjrapfed  when  inter- 
iiipteci  l)y  the  Lincolnitea. 

I  am,  geueml,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  MiTiRs, 
Omxmanding  Oregoiu 
Major-General  Lovbli^ 

Comiixandrng  Departmeat  No*  7,  Now  OrUann^  Im. 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle^  U.  S,  Navy^  comvunuUng  U.  S.  Mp  Suuftx:, 
regaraing  general  uiatten  connected  with  affaln  off  Galvestt/n^  Tc-x. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Saktee, 
Off  Galveston  Bar,  Tex.^  December  8,  ISGl. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  of  November  12,  I  mentioned  that,  in 
leavinj,^  thi-s  anrhonif^^  to  destroy  the  Imtterie.H  aionjj  tlio  town,  it  will 
be  nect\s.siirv  to  have  a  steamer  to  tow  us  in. 

1  oniittetf  to  mention  that  the  position  to  be  taken  is  3  miles  to  the 
southward,  and  if  we  left  here  and  had  no  steamer  with  us  the  relwl 
steamer  Genrtnl  Ru^h  could  improve  the  op|X)i*ttmity  to  escap<'.  Th© 
swell  or  undulation  of  the  watvr  is  always  considerable  at  this  plaoe, 
except  when  the  wind  i.s  offshore,  and  it  would  be  very  diibcult  to 
select  a  favorable  position  without  the  aid  of  a  steamer. 

The  reHel.H  have  sunk  a  hulk  in  the  inner  rhanncl,  Iietwcen  the  fort 
at  the  end  of  the  town  and  the  town.  On  the  4th  instant  the  Saitt, 
ILniMon  returned  from  a  four  days'  trip  to  the  southward  and  wo«t- 
ward.  At  (San]  Bernard  River  there  is  a  24-pounder  mounted  on  n 
Hinall  piece  of  earthwork.  The  rebels  fired  three  shots  at  the  schooner, 
the  shot  falling  a  mile  short. 

Two  miles  farther  down,  the  schooner  fired  two  shells  at  fifteen  or 
twenty  horsemen,  causing  iimrh  confusion  amone  them. 

At  8  p.  m.,  the  4th  instiint,  the  bark  Mtdnignt  arrived,  and  sailed 
again  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  soon  after  daylight  in  the  execution 
of  her  orders.  Midshipman  Charles  D.  Jones  rei)ortod  fur  duty.  Ou 
the  6th  the  schooner  ViHorin^  loaded  with  wool,  prize  to  the  Suntiago 
ds  Cuha^  arrived^  and  is  now  hero  awaitmg  the  arrival  of  C^iumatider 
Kidgely.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  Commander  Ridgely*fl  letter 
to  me: 

I  have  sent  the  T*ic/ona  lo  Galveston  to  report  to  yoa.  If,  nftcr  waitine  fonr  daya 
off  the  Itniziin  Santiago,  I  do  not  meet  her  (the  vessel  alhifled  tn  by  tnt?  Havana 
(•onHul)  I  will  proceed  to  Galveston.  I  am  infonued  by  aevemi  of  tue  passenRt'fs 
that  three  Knglish  Echoooers  had  arrived  at  Point  Isabel  within  the  lai^t  few  davs. 
Qnite  an  extensive  trade  hai*  been  earrieil  un  from  Unvana,  the  viMKla  cleari'o}! 
for  Matatnorns  and  ttlippiutf  in  at  Pniat  LsaIh;!. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Conmiandcr  Ridgcly  from  R.  W. 
Shufcidt,  jVmeri«in  consid  at  Havana. 

J  enclose  copy  of  report  made  against  the  traitor  Sidnev  Bennett 
and  await  your  orders  in  regard  to  his  disposal.  He  is  In  double 
iron^i.  Should  you  order  a  court-iuartlai.  I  will  make  out  charges 
against  him. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

Hknuv  Eagle, 

CaptAiin, 
Fkg  Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  ^ 

Commanding  G idf  Blockading  St/uadron, 
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Repiftt  of  Captain    Potcdi^    U.   S.    Navp^  commandhuf    U.    S.   skip 

T^fftf/mtU'j  reg(trdin<j  f/en^ral  iiuiUertt  rtmnrcted  imth  nffoir)*  off  Mof>ile^ 

Ala. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Of  Jtlobi'h;  DtxmiberS,  1S61, 

Commodore:  1  have  to  infonn  you  that  the  Cttyler  came  in  last 
nijrlit  unci  delivered  your  letter  hikT  endowed  fircular.H. 

It  gives  me  plea-'^uro  to  inform  yoii  that  Corporal  Etiston,  as  named 
in  your  dispatch,  wok  not  one  of  the  marine  guard  of  this  ship.  Ho 
mu-st,  thcrofore,  have  l>een  detailed  from  nome  other  vessel. 

The  schooner  Rachd  Sfmnon  deliveri'd  thi;  rifled  gun,  whi4;h  wa« 
forthwith  mounted.  My  ports  afford  it,  unfortunately,  but  little 
elevation.  If  Colonel  Brown  would  .spare  me,  for  a  while,  one  of  the 
army  rarriage-s  whirh  would  moimt  the  Parrott  gtm,  I  could  arrange 
to  iire  over  the  rail  forward,  1  think,  effectively.  Should  he  comply, 
pleaae  forward  it  and  pivot  boltj*  with  two  sockets  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  De  Soto  made  a  narrow  escape  on  Thursday  night.  She  was 
standing  for  the  shoals  l)etween  the  Imr  and  Fort  Morgan  wlu*n  I  made 
my  nuDilier,  which  not  heing  answered.  I  fired  a  »«hotted  gun  toward 
her.     8ho  made  no  reply,  out  bore  m>  directly  for  my  broadside, 

Eassed  close  to  m^'  nuarter,  and  stoo<I  off  in  my  wake.  Some  one 
eard  ^''  D^  Soto"  and  called  out.  She  made  no  signal,  hut  kept  on 
her  way. 

You  will  have  heard  from  Commander  Price  tliu  particulars  con- 
cerning his  boilers,  and  1  have  therefore  nothing  to  say  U])on  that 
subject. 

\ou  know  this  ground,  and  will,  perhaps,  agree  with  nn'  that  two 
vessels  ran  .scarcely  j)rcvent  a  steamer  from  running  out  undci*  cei'tjiin 
circum!!ttanees,  of  wmd,  weather,  night,  etc. 

S«>veral  steamers  appejtred  in  tiie  l>ay  on  tiie  fith  crowded  with  visit- 
ors to  Fort  Morgan,  women  foi  the  most  i>art,  as  I  buve  since  learned. 

Mimthnj^  DeCiVfiher  9. — 1  sent  the  second  launch  into  the  main  pass 
towa!*d  Fort  Morgan  last  night,  where  she  watched  for  the  Miramoti 
until  daylight,  when  n  heavy  fog  can»e  on,  but  she  rejieheil  the  ship  in 
good  time.  Nothing  had  been  seen  or  heard.  Nevertheless,  as  the 
fog  cleared  away  a  white  flag  was  seen  to  wave  on  Sand  Island,  near 
the  light-house,  hut  covered  fiom  the  view  of  Fort  Morgan.  1  sent 
in  a  boat,  which  returned  bringing  off  a  contmlmnd,  one  of  tive  who 
took  a  l>oat  and  tletl  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Morgan.  They  were 
pursued,  tired  into,  2  killed,  2  captured,  and  the  1  brought  off,  who 
escaped  by  taking  to  the  water. 

This  negro  represents  the  fort  and  simd  hills  ttj  ho  moimt4'd  by  300 
guns  and  maimed  by  three  regiments.  He  says  that  they  have  bat- 
teries of  one  and  two  guns,  at  intervals,  several  miles  up  the  beach  to 
the  cove,  which  last  is  i-eaehed  in  4  or  5  miles  by  a  newly  constructed 
train  road  served  by  horse  trains.     The  coast  guard  is  moainted. 

Fort  Morgan  is  under  command  of  Colonel  Maury,  late  in  U.  S. 
Army;  but  General  Withers  is  exjjected  to  arrive  to-day  for  the  chief 
command.  Fort  Gaines  is  weak,  ten  or  a  dozen  guns  only.  A  small 
battery  is  also  planted  at  Grant's  Pass.  He  says  that  there  are  but 
few  troops  at  i  ort  Gaines — about  180  men. 

In  relation  to  the  MIrainon,  he  says  that  she  was  one  of  the  steamers 
that  hrought  the  crowd  of  vi.«iitors  to  Fort  Morgan  on  the  5th;  that 
when  she  entered  Mobile  last  spring,  she  wad  seized,  chained  up,  and 
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thou^jh  since  uyed  by  the  enemy,  has  never  been  outfiidc.  This  can 
not,  therefore,  lie  (if  the  inforumtion  is  reliable)  the  «t<*atiier  isecn  off 
this  port,  iis  reportrd  hy  nie.  nor  hits  one  entereti  from  ahrcmd.  TIml 
eraft  nuiHt  behoverinjj  round  ntili.  The  //mtttvil/ecnti  give  me  water 
now  and  then  at  intervals,  and  hut^  furniched  up  to  this  time  .some 
'>,(H;)0  pillions.  Nt'vertheless.  she  could  HII  us  up  if  she  were  near  ui« 
ten  or  a  rio/en  djiys.  For  this  pui-pose,  in  ptirt.  and  to  Gnald*.^  her  tn 
blow  off  itiid  repair,  if  you  could  spare  another  .steuuier  for  ten  or 
twelve  days,  it  would  not  impair  the  public  interests. 

The  contriifnuKl  reinirls  furthi^r  tliut  u  ,sU*ani  rain  U  al»out  half  buiJt 
at  Mobile,  from  whicli  great  re.sults  are  looked  for.  She  in  to  be 
arranged  so  as  to  tire  a  gun  into  the  ship  when  she  striken. 

We  saw  the  Mlnun<m^  its  we  supposed,  for  she  is  the  onl^-  masted 
steamer  in  the  bay,  on  the  evening  of  the  8th. 

I  am  sir,  resiKM-tfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

L.  M.  rowEU,, 

Flag-Officer  \Vm.  W.  McKean, 

Niagara,  off  Fnri  PU-keitg. 


liepirt't  of  J^lag-OMvt-r  McIieKv^  U.  S.  Navy^  reffrti/nj  t*f  the  casag 
tnti  vesaeia  Emprtats  and  i\fnnicttpta . 

U.  S.  FLAoaniP  Niagara, 
OffFf^rt  Pivkv/iM,  Dccetitha- 10,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tromiuu- 
nication  of  the  i+th  uUinio,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the 
U,  S.  consulate  at  Hio  de  .laueiro. 

In  reply,  1  am  Impny  tu  inform  you  that  neither  of  the  vessels 
referred  to  have  been  allowed  to  reaoh  their  destination.  The  £/«/'/*«», 
as  reported  in  my  dispatch  (No.  10)  dated  the  3d  instant,  was  captured 
while  attempting  to  run  the  blo(;knde  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
was  sent  to  New  York  for  adjudication.  The  Vitrhm^npla^  an  stjited  in 
my  dispatch  (No.  8)  dated  November  IS,  wits  detained  hy  the  WaUr 
mtc/i  off  Mobile,  hut  considering  her  entitled  to  a  warning.  Idii-ect^d 
that  her  papers  should  be  endorsed,  and  she  sailed  for  New  York. 

The  diiTercnce  in  the  eases  of  these  ve,s.sels  was  as  follows:  The  Chr- 
nno^pHt  stood  boldl}'  in,  in  I)road  daylight,  making  no  effort  to  avoid 
the  blockading  vesseb;  the  Frnpi'tttfi  attempted  to  run  l»y  them  in  the 
night,  thereby  getting  ashore,  and  was  captured. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  \V.  McKkan, 
Flag-Offvfi',  Comiruinding  Guff  Bloi'kudituj  S*ntadrotu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seatitaryofth^Navy,   WaMngtmiy  D.  C. 


1 


Refxyrt  of  FUuj-Offictn'  McKean^  U.  S.  JVaiy,  ntjardin^/  hi«  d*rlay  -in 
proceeding  (^  Ship  Inland. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagaka, 
qfFf>rf  Pickefts.  Deciftnh^  20,  ISGl. 
Str:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  four  roin- 
muuications  of  the  2&th  ultimo  (one  marked  conHdeiitiul),  per  »teatuer 
Constitution. 
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They  wert*  forwiirdiM!  to  in*'  from  Ship  Island  hy  ComniandorSmith, 
togethin'  wfth  u  coinniiiTiicntion  from  Hrij,nuiii'r-(if'rM'nil  l*lu'lp», 
announcintp  his  arrival.  I  immediately  replied  to  tfie  comiimninition 
of  General  Phelps,  informing  him  that  I  would  leave  for  the  island 
njjon  the  return  of  ihi^  Mivhrnof id  from  Key  Wej*t,  which  I  wiis  hourly 
cxix'cting. 

It  was  my  intention  to  hare  been  at  Ship  l.shuid.  awaiting' the  arrival 
of  the  troo|w,  hut  I  wtw  prevented  by  the  neceHsity  which  arono  for 
sending  the  Rkhmtrnd  to  Key  Went  for  re|«iirs,  ils  I  had  no  other 
vessel  of  suitable  force  to  leave  here.  I  shall  Tiniceed  to  the  island 
immediately  upon  her  return,  and  in  the  moantimo  I  have  inntriicted 
Commander  Smith  to  render  to  General  Phelps  all  the  aasiatanee  in 
his  power. 

1  nave  dispatched  the  storeship  iA^?^//>7i<7/  ^'frnr^/ to  Tortiigas  for  a 
cargo  of  coal,  an<l,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  have  instructed  her 
eonmiandcr  to  take  onboard  and  ronvciy  to  Ship  Island  thirteen  of  the 
XX-inV-'h  Diihl^ren  guns.  I  will  mention,  however,  that  these  guns 
are  not  suitable  for  a  casemate  battery. 

The  general  orders  for  distribution  referi*ed  to  in  one  of  roar  cora- 
municiitions,  in  regard  to  the  tmnsfer  of  men  and  the  appointment  of 
yeomen  and  payniast/^i'-s  and  surgeon's  st^nvaixls,  have  been  received, 
but  those  relating  to  allotments  have  not  come  to  hand. 
I  am,  resT)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*    '  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flng-Officei\  Oyinntanditxg  Gulf  BUfckading  Squaaron, 

Hon.  Gideon  AVeu-es, 

Stvretary  of  the  Navy^   WashlmjUm^  D,  O, 


^ 


RrjHrrt  of  Cornman^er  Aldett^  U.  S.  ^aet/i  txnumandiufj  U>  S.  8. 
H^fmth  Carol hm^  reyardiny  tfie  capture  of  the  t\mfeaei*aU  sloop 
Florida,,  Dc^mher  ii,  1S61. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 
Off  Fort  Plckrm,  Drcemlar  eS,  1S61. 
Sik:  I  have  respectfullv  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  boats  of 
this  vessel  cnpturcfi,  on  the  llth  instant,  just  inside  the  islands,  about 
Timbalier  Iignt-house,  u  small  sloop  callea  the  Plorida^  with  7  persons 
on  board,  one  a  <aptain  in  the  rebel  Army,  the  others  claiming  to  l>e 
residents  of  Herwick  City.  After  detaining  them  a  day  or  two,  and 
being  sutisticd  that  they  were  Ixnia  tide  citizens,  I  permitted  them, 
after  subscribing  to  the  reiiuisite  oath,  to  land.  The  captain,  whose 
name  is  George  J,  Muhe,  and  the  pilot  were  kei)t.  the  latter  l>ecause  it 
was  thought,  innw  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  numerous  inletri 
and  bayous  in  that  vicinity,  he  would  be  useful  to  us.  Captain  Mahfi 
goes  north  in  the  next  supply  steamer  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  will, 
on  his  arrival,  be  placed  in  tne  custodv  of  tne  I'.  S.  marshal  at  New 
York.  ; 

Kespectfiilly,  etc., 

JAMEfi  Alt>en, 

Cmnmander. 
Hon.  GinF.oN  Welles, 

Secretary  U,  >S.  Navy^  Washintjtim,  D,  V. 

K  w  u— VOL  16 62 


816 


OVhir    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


Ri!2>ort  of  Cmin 


ii^r  AUhiu  U,  S.N* 


nnatum 


'>ht4lt 


hx>:in' 


immnUT  Alltel) .,  (J.  kS.  J\m*if^ffitinfjinf*' 
from  ft  Hailffr  fnnu  floikp  Florida^  captvrcd  near  J 

U,  S.  S.  South  Cabouna. 
(^  Ship  hhnd,  Dt^iemfftT  7.9,  IS&J, 

Sns:  I  havo  respectfuMy  to  report  Ihut  on  the  niorninjf  of  tho  11th 
in.stuiit  llit'  lioiittt  of  this  voHftfl  captured  a  small  slttop  iuside  the  iftltind 
rmar  'I'lnihiiliiT.  She  liad  no  carj,^<),  but  thiTi;  wvrv  on  l>t«ird  at  the 
time  7  persons,  all  residents  of  Berwick  City,  cxoopt  one.  George  J. 
Mahe,  a  captain  in  tlio  rohcl  Ami}'.  Their  story  was  that  they  had 
beon  down  on  a  huntiiijjf  and  tishinff  excursion.  Thov  were  alf  well 
armed,  each  with  a  di>nlile-l>iirrei<r<l  fuwtin^  i)io<'e  and  jilonty  of  uminu- 
uition.  After  kee])infir  them  a  day  or  two  1  hceamo  satistied  that  they 
were  what  they  prett-nded  to  l>e;  the  parole  of  5  was  accordingly 
taken  and  they  were  landed.  Captain  Mah^,  of  course.  1  nttuined. 
and  ho  is  now  a  prisoner  of  war  on  Itourd  this  vessel,  and  unless  ordered 
otherwise  1  shall  send  him  north  in  the  tirst  supply  Hteanier.  The 
seventh  and  last  one  was  an  old  sailor,  a  Dutebtnan.  whom  I  found  so 
commnnicalive  and  displaying'  such  a  thorou^'b  knowledge  of  the  \y&ys 
and  inlets  of  that  vicinity  that  1  deU'rmined  to  keep  bini  uIjso. 
Amon<!:st  the  information  that  1  obtained  from  this  last-mentioned 
individunl,  all  uf  which,  by  the  way,  was  confirmed  in  nu>re  or  less  of 
the  particulars  b\  the  others,  is  that  there  are  two  forts  on  the  river 
f  rum  3  to  (S  miles  Inflow  the  town,  each  mounting  Hve  guns,  one  riHed, 
and  300  men.  )>esides  nearly  ;^ou  men  in  camp  near  the  city,  makinjf  in 
all  about  t,iH»(t  men.  lUit  the  most  interesting  part  of  it  all  was  the 
information  we  got  a))out  the  JA>A/A,a  propeller  which  has  been  litting 
out  there  for  some  time.  lie  said  that  she  was  aI>out  400  tons,  thor- 
oughl3'  streugtbencd,  and  arnuMl  with  four  (some  of  the  prisoners  said 
six)  heavy  guns,  two  of  tbcni  ritied.  She  in  nearly  ready  for  sea,  but 
has  only  half  a  crew,  sav  4*i  men,  all  of  whom  are  the  worst  kind  of 
bnu'h  coml)ers.  and  only  waits  to  HI!  u](  her  complement  before  leav- 
ing her  anchorage,  which  is  near  the  entrance  of  the  ei*eek  or  river.  1 
maile  my  infonnani  mark  her  exaet  locality,  as  well  a»  the  position  of 
the  forts  ou  the  river,  on  the  chart. 

Keeling  certain  that  the  steamer  above  referred  to  could  lie  en«ily 
taken,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Commander  Shaw,  of  the  Jfonfr/nmfri/^ 
giving  him  all  the  facts,  a  sketch  of  the  lo*-ality,  et*!.,  and  urging  him 
11)  the  strongest  manner  to  send  liis  and  the  PrMrn  boat  to  cut  her  out, 
and  I  trust  he  will  do  so,  for  a  goo<l.  bcjirty  effort  in  that  direction 
must  succeed.  The  note  for  Captain  Shaw  and  the  Dutchman,  my 
informant,  who  goes  with  it,  and  will  willingly  a<t  its  pilot  to  the 
expedition,  I  left  on  board  the  Ih  S>ff*>  with  f^aptain  WalKcr,  who,  if 
be  does  not  see  Captain  Shaw  hiuijjelf,  will  send  them  both  on  in  the 
supply  steamer. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jamks  Aldex, 
ConiinfT7if/<T,  (',  S.  iVl/ry. 

Flug-Officcr  \Vm.  W.  McKeak, 

Commanding  Gulf  Jilvckadhuj  S^juadrwh. 


OrLF  BLOCKADING   8QUADR0?f.  817 

R^yport  of  CoinmanthT  Shtivu    U.    A'.   Nam^   fxunmandhuj  U.   S,   8. 
Moiitgotfwry^  of  arrival  off  Atchafaiaya  Bay. 

IT.  S.  S.  MONTOOMERY, 

Off  Atchafaiaya  Bay,  December  IS,  186L 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  amvod  off  this  place  on 
tbo  loth  inwtaiit,  ull  well.  At  II  a.  in,  of  that  tbiy  s;x)k('  li.  B,  M. 
steam  sloop  Ihspi^mte,  from  Vera  Crnji,  ten  days  out.  I  found  on 
Uiin  8tatton  the  L'.  S.  sloop  Preble  and  Fearuot^  .supply  t^hip.  1  was 
in  hopes  of  obtaininjf  some  coal  from  the  latter  vassel,  I  ait  am  uiia))lc 
to  do  so,  a8  slic  is  so  light.  The  cuptuin,  however,  will  endeavor,  if 
expedient,  to  give  us  30  or  .50  tons  on  liis  return  from  the  Snnfte. 

Yesterday  we  spoke  the  prize  schooner  Stimuel  Honatim^  Master's 
Mate  Lambert  in  ehar^,  from  Galveston,  bound  to  South  West  Pass, 
Your  disiwitches  have  l>een  delivered  to  (^ouuuander  French. 
^\  ith  great  respect,  1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  Snxw, 

Commander, 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Votndfj.  U.  ^.  Blockading  S'ptadnm,  G\dfof  Mexico. 


Report  of  Covimnnder  Smith,  IT,  S,  I^at^y,  regarding  th^e  capture  of 
schooner  Delight  and  sloojj«  Advocate^  Exprean,  and  Oaceola, 

U.  S.  H.  MAssAcnnsETTs. 
At  Ship  fffhfid,  Deceodnr  1^,  JSOL 
Sik:  I  have  to  report  the  capture  of  the  sloop  AdivKttt^'  by  the 
steamer  3W  London  on  the  1st  mstant  in  Mississippi  Sound,  and  also 
the  seizures  of  the  schooner  DuUqht  and  sloops  Kcprtm  and  Oscar'ia 
on  tho  9th  inslant,  olf  Cat  Island  Passage. 

The  vessels  are  all  fishing  smacks,  of  little  value,  and  can  only  be 
used  tu  obstruct  channels  or  construct  piers  for  a  tem|X)i'ary  wharf  at 
Ship  Island. 

Ihey  weix*  sailing  under  Confederate  papers,  each  with  a  crew  of 
four  nien,  and  the  names  of  those  captured  are  herewith  annexed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melanctos  Smith, 
Cowntandery  (L  S.  Nary, 
Flig-Officer  W.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

O/nuig.  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron^  (^ulf  of  Mexico* 

IaA  of  jirisonen. 

Sloop  Advocat-e, — A.  B.  Fanning,  captain;  James  Cummings,  Henry 
Smith,  Archv  Ruby. 

SvhxNmer  7)f'lig}it. — Martin  Freeman,  captain;  John  Smith,  Henry 
Lapine,  Jacob  Gillnrd, 

Sloop  Express. — Mark  Stoddard,  captain;  William  l^rslow,  Joseph 
Desces. 

.<i^'rt/M)  (hcedla, — Patrick  Collins,  Norman  Leslie. 
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Ord^  of  the  S^er^tary  of  the  Jfen/y  to  Flag-Omeer  MeKmm^  U.  & 
Jfavy^  to  9€na  a  miUt^g  tksnd  to  Vem  (Mtz^  JUnco. 

Navt  DEi'AjrmiisT.  PccvmIvt  /?,  ISei* 
Sre:  In  pwrxHitnce  of  a  conventioo  rw^ntly  conHuded  between 
■orerei^^  of  Great  tiritiaD.  Frani-e,  ami  .Stiain.  land  and  «ca  fo: 
r<iinbiiiGd  are  to  Jie  sent  by  tho»e  pjwcr-*  to  Mexico  for  the*  i>ti]  _ 
obtaining,  thruugb  a  common  ai'tion.  the  redresa  of  their  g^rieVai  _ 
ttgaiiuit  that  republic-.  It  U  denirablo  that  the  t'uited  Stat^H  »boaId 
have  a  r««M'l  of  war  on  that  coofit  tu  Uftk  after  American  citizens  mod 
^beir  intcre?it«i  durinj^^  the  conflict  that  may  ari^e. 

You  will  therefore  diri|xitch  one  of  the  suiUng  ve-ssels  of  your 
squadron  to  Vera  Cruz  for  that  purpose,  with  insitructiom  to  reniain 
there  or  in  that  virinitv  until  otherwise  ordered. 

The  I'ommandin^  offacer  will  aniiouuce  his  arrival  to  the  U.  S.  mio- 
ixter  to  Mexico,  nnd  will  aUo  communicate  h\s  pnx-eediogs  to  the 
L)epttrtment  direct 

1  am,  rettpectfully,  etc., 

GiDEOX    WELX.E& 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean. 

Qmimaiidiny  GiUf  Jilockadtng  Squadron, 


I 


Instrudumg*  of  Fh*/-Ofic*rr  McA'&iu^    U.  S.  Nfivy,  Ut  ormimandittg 
officers^  regarding  sei^tre  ofirrticle^  (u  contraSnnd  o/  icar. 

Fi-Aasnip  Ntaoaka,  Decemher  13^  2861, 
I  have  information  that  many  nmall  voi^sela  load  at  Havana  and  elsft- 
wliore  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  nnd  clear  for  Matuinoms.  Aa 
there  \a  ))ut  little  doubt  that  these  carproe.-*  are  intended  for  the  Con- 
federate .Stjites,  you  will  therefore  capture  without  hesitation  any  ve**- 
nel  having  anns  and  munitions  or  articles  contraband  of  war,  which 
you  have  good  reason  to  suppose  are  intended  for  those  waging:  war 
against  Uie  Government,  of  the  United  States.  The  abu.se  of  u  foreign 
flag  or  the  destination  to  a  neutral  port  must  not  be  permitted  to  shield 
the  conveyance  of  arms  or  munitions  to  the  enemy. 

You  are  also  inslructed  not  to  recojjnize  a  provisional  register  issued 
by  aii_v  foreign  consul  in  I  he  insurrectionary  rotates  since  the  decluration 
o{  blockade  by  the  I'resideut  of  the  United  Stales. 

Wm.  W.  McKkan, 
I*' (ay 'Officer,  Commanding  G-^df  Bhvkadiug  Sf/uadron* 


lmtrut:tioun  fi'ttm  Flag-Offict'^r  McKmn^  Tf^  <S*.  Navu^  to  Commani 
Smithy  U,  ^.  Na/vyy  regarding  the  transfer  of  Sftlj»  Ivland  to  (-1 
tinny  ft/roe8^ 

U.  S.  FLAOfl^^MOAltA, 

Of  Fort  PiclcM,  ^^^^mi  j.'iai, 
Sm:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Vath'  WUchyoii  w  nl 

the    midshipmen,   sejunen,   and    marines    holoi 

__  circular  order  was  isHuod  t*>  Captain  Cruwn,  V. 
*B.  Brooklyn,  under  dute  Junoary  21',  18ti2.— CoHfUJUt. 
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Pofftmiti\  with  ihoir  ftrmH^ncpontcrments,  etc.,  and  whatever  provisions 
may  be  rHiiiiiiniiiij,  put  on  board  of  her  and  dUpatoh  her  to  that  ship 
off  Mobile,  iu.stnu-tiujj  Lioutoiiant  Comnmnding  Hughes  to  deliver 
them  tx)  OpUin  Puwell;  after  which  ho  will  return  to  Ship  Island 
without  delay. 

You  will  employ  the  Wai^r  TT^^A  in  Mississippi  Sound  until  further 
order.-*- 

The  Rirhmfytul  was  to  have   left  Key  West  on  the  12th  instant. 
Immediately  on  her  arrival  hero,  I  will  leave  for  Ship  iHliaid.  and  ou 
my  arrival  will  turn  over  the  fort  to  Rrigadier-(ienenil  Phelps. 
1  am,  reapectfullv,  yourohedieut  servant, 

Wm.  \V.  Mc;Kean, 
Flag-OfficeTy  Camm/mditKj  (hulf  Blockadlmj  Sfnuidrfm, 
Commander  Melanctok  Suitr, 

Onrnnffnt/ifKj  V.  St.  iS*.  MaMtarhwieftH^  Ship  hlamf. 


LetUr  fi^m  Flatf- Officer  McKean^    l\  S,   Na^nj^  ft)  Colonel  Broim^ 
(L  S.  Ar}fiy^  n'(jitrdtn/j  ctiopertHifm  in  trimttfHtrOUum  of  troojm. 

IT.  S.  Flaoshii'  Niagara, 

Of  Ftn-t  Pi'chuM,  Dr,y/tihf'f'  LU  iSGl. 
Sir:  Your  cornmnnioation*  is  reeeived.     I  will  aid  in  landing  the 
troops,  lait  laii  srnd  Imt  two  boats.     If  you  will  wnd  off  your  large 
boats,  1  will  send  a  party  of  men. 

1  ani,  re.si>ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*    '  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Ff<tff-Officet\  CfnmuaTuling  Gulf  BlochuVmg  iS*ptadroti, 
Colonel  IIarvky  Brown, 

Vommandiiuj  Vt^pitrtm^tt  ofFhmdn,  Fort  Piekenn. 


Order  of  tlte  Secretary  of  tike  Nai^y  t^>  Captain  Graven^  U,  S.  Ndvy^ 
c&mmanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn^  to  proceed  t-o  duty  in  the  (hUjf 
Squadron, 

Navy  DErARTiiEST,   Decemht^r  15,  1861. 
Sib:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  BrftoHyn  is  ready  for  sea, 
proceed  with  her  with  all  pmctieable  disnatoh  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  report  to  Flag-Otiiecr  William  W.  ]SIcKcan  for  duty  as  a  part  of 
the  squadron  under  his  command. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  nmster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  sopamte.  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Bmoklyn. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captahtt  T.  T.  Craten, 

Commanding  U*  S.  Steam  Sloop  Bntokl/yti^  /'hifwldphia. 
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CONITEDKRATE    RET>ORTS   AND    CORRE8I>ONX>H3N"CE- 

Steamships  of  the  Southern  Steanishij)  Company. 

New  Orleans,  May  ^  1861, 

Tennessee,,  Charles  Morgan,,  Texas^  Mvonco^  (h'isaba,,  Atlantic,  all 
wooden  vessels. 

Also,  William  G,  Ileices,  Arizona^  Austin^  Matagorda,  all  iron 
vessels. 

Tow  boats  Junius  Beebe,,  Anqlo  Norman^  Angl-o  Saaron.  Anglo  A/mer- 
ican,  Willium  If.  Ii*u,  A.  J.  Whitmore^  William  IL  H^,  \anderbilt^ 
Victoria,     AU  the  above  are  low-pressure  boats.     Also  James  L.  Day. 

J.  P.  Whitney,  L.  Millandoni,  J.  M.  Wltann,  Mary  Kingslarid., 
Phwnix,,  Baltic^  J.  M.  Daniels,  Ilercides^  Oeean,^  Star,,  St.  Charles,, 
Defiance,  Mwtic,  Landis,  Panther.     These  last  are  alt  high  pressure. 

Julius  A.  Pratt. 

Low-pressure  steamer  CaUiovn  (privateer). 

Propellers:  Watson,  Mosher,  Uiiion,  Baltic,  TuHairora,  Mtibil^' (under 
seizure  at  Berwick  Bay). 

Propeller  Enoch  Train,  now  in  port. 


[Teli^ram.J 

Mobile,  Ala.,  May  8,  1861. 
Steamers  Dick  Keyes  and  LewtJ*  taken  b^'  fleet  last  night.     This 
morning  about  7  both  started  in  convoy,  supposed  hy  Pmnhata7i,  to 
westward. 

Zantzingek. 
Hon.  L.  P.Walker. 

(h'der  of  the  Secretary  oftJte  Navy  to  Captain  Bomscan,  C.  S.  Navy, 
reyarding  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,^  Montgmnery,  Moy  10,  1861. 
Sir:  Acting  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  been  ordered  to 
report  to  you  for  duty  at  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallort, 

Secretary  Navy, 
Captain  L.  Rousseau,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orl-mns. 


Rej)orted,  New  Orleans,  May  15,  1861. 


L.  Rousseau. 


tTelegram.— Pri  vatc.  ] 

Montgomery,  May  34-^  1861. 
Ship  Windsor  Forest  cleared  from  Liverpool  on  37th  of  April  with 
munitions  of  war  for  this  Government.     Her  charter  was  to  Quebec; 
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really,  however,  for  n  Southern  port.  Her  real  course  to  the  Gulf  lies 
by  tfin  south  sidn  of  Ciilm.  Sht*  will  ho.  neiir(,'»i>o  San  Antonio  hy  1st 
of  .lune.  Shet«hould  Iwudvisedof  blockade.  Can't  you  put  pilot  boftt 
on  this  duty '^ 

\j.  V.  Walkkr. 
Collector  Hatch, 

Rej^firi  o;f  Mopir- General  Ttniggn,  O.  S.  Army^  r^ijardhttf  affairs  in  ih^ 
vwlnifif  of  Ne^B  0rl&tn9  ujtfm  hta  amuminff  c**mm<md  there, 

Ukadqitauters  Uepahtment  No.  1,  C  S.  A., 

Nttn  Orlom^ty  Lti.^  June  /,  ISGL 
(tkxkrai,:  For  the  information  of  the  Seci*etary  of  War,  I  report 
that  I  jissunicd  the  i-oninmnd  at  this  pluee  yesterday.  Tonla}'  I  re- 
ceivt'd  SiM'iiul  Orders.  No.  lU,  from  thi;  Adjutant-GiMHTiil,  defining  my 
fuiumaiid.  The  soat-oast  >>et\vocn  this  and  Fort  Alorjjan  U  very  mui-n 
exposed  to  attacks  from  sniaM  Itoat-s.  and  troops  stationed  at  Ship  Island 
ran  lie.  of  no  \\::^o  except  in  dofendinj^  that  purtituliir  point.  Indeed, 
without  sonic  hravy  ffuns  tlipy  couid  l>e  taken  Ity  tlir  Black  liepulijican 
(Icct  at  any  time,  1  propose  that  two  companies  i)c  stationed  at  .sev- 
eral points,  say  Fsiss  Christian,  Hlloxi,  Mississippi  ('ity.  Fast  I*as<*ii- 
tjonlmand  Shij)  Island.  Colonel  Barrow's  rejfiinent,  Fourth  I^tiisiana 
Volunteers,  is  not  \v\  assijjned.  This  would  give  for  the  present  all 
the  security  needed  during  the  summer  months.  On  the  Mississippi 
Kivor  there  shoidd  he  some  liattcries  erect^'d,  particularly  at  Haton 
UiJiige,  as  the  arsenal  thi^re  might  he  attacked  hy  troops  de-srending 
the  river. 

Berwick  Bav  ought  to  have  some  ti*uops,  as  it  in  an  important  (Kilnt 
for  the  TexsLsMne  of  steann^rs. 

1  am,  «ir,  very  re3|>ec'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  K.  Twioas, 
Major-  Oejieral^  Cmnmaudintj  DtjHirtment  No,  L 

General  S,  Coopek, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  C*  S*  A. 


RejHirt  of  M^or- General  Tieiags,  C\  S,  Army^regaTding  request  made 
oftlie  yovenior  of  LouUrtafia  fyr  reinforcemenU. 

HEADgUAKTERP    DEl'ARTafENT   No.    1,  C.   S.   A., 

Nf'W  Orleans*,  June  10^  18G1. 
Sir:  It  is  reponed  that  the  enemy  have  at  least  two  light-dnift 
steamers  at  the  Balizc  with  troops.  I  have  called  on  the  governor  this 
morning  for  reinforcements  for  Forts  Jackson  and  Pike,  for  troops  to 
garrison  Fort  Livingston,  at  Barataria;  for  a  comi>any  to  lie  placed  at 
the  terminus  of  the  Niexican  Gulf  Kailroiid,  and  for  four  companies  to 
be  stationed  at  the  barracks  below  the  citv,  to  Ixi  ready  in  any  emer- 
gency. This  department  i^  very  badly  off  for  men  and  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  olnidicut  servant, 

D.  E.  Twiggs, 
Major- General.^  Commanding, 
Hon.  L.  F.  Walker, 

Sffrttary  of  War. 
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Order  of  Captain  Rmt^ffeav^  C.  S,  Nmsyy  to  Cmmnonder  IlwiUnry  C.  *SL 
Namf,  regarding  the  shipment  of  men  for  the  O,  S*  S,  Jackaon, 

Kew  Orleans,  Juntt  10^  J^J, 
You  arc  hereby  authorized  to  ship,  for  genei*al  nervice  for  the  C.  S. 
Navy,  Huch  mea  as  you  deem  suitable  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Jacktttm, 
Respectfully, 

L.   KOUBSKAU. 

Cominauder  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


C&rreftpondf7\re  rt^garding  the  yacht  Gy^fwyandh^atrhHr^^  J\m^  /!?,  1^61. 

Z«tter  from  CoU«etor  Hatoh,  to  the  BeoreUry  of  Wsr.  regarding  the  offbr  of  the  own«r  of 
the  yacht  to  search  for  the  ihip  Windior  Forest. 

CuBTOM-HousK,  Collector's  Oppick, 

.Vrtr  Otivfiuii^  Junr  6\  ISGI. 
Sir:  Kcferring  to  my  report  of  the  3d  instant  I  have  tho  honor  to 
inform  you  that  Mr.  tJohn  G.  Robinson,  a  wealthy  Englinh  gentleman, 
who  has  residtnl  inanj*  years  in  this  titv,  has  placed  his  tino  yacht 
OypHy^  of  about  (M)  tons'  burden,  under  British  colors,  and  .sails  this 
day,  with  a  carefully  prepared  chart  indicating  the  track  of  the  M'inditur 
Ff^reH^  in  search  of  that  vessel,  lie  goes  ostensibly  on  a  tishinj^  or 
pleasure  party,  taking  all  the  risk  of  capture,  but  for  no  other  object 
than  the  hope  of  being  able  to  give  this  vessel  timely  warning  to  make 
a  port  of  safety.  Mr.  Kobinson,  at  my  suggestion,  entered  witli  ze:il 
and  alacrity  upon  tho  attempt  to  accomplish  this  object  \sitbout  the 
expectation  of  fee  or  reward  in  any  shape,  but  from  pure  devotion  to 
the  Confedemte  States.  I  can  not  doubt  that  tfiis  noble  and  patriotic 
service  will  call  from  tho  Department  an  expression  of  its  appreciation 
commensurate  with  the  risks  incurred  and  the  interests  involved;  but 
I  beg  to  add  that  xx^  a  British  subject  I  am  siktisficd  that  it  would  lie 
more  agreeable  to  him  that  whatever  expression  the  Department 
should  think  proper  to  make  should  be  of  a  private  <'harjicter,  and  not 
mwie  pul>lic. 

Very  respectfull}',  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  II.  ILatch, 

CUUHffr. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walkkr, 

Secretary  of  If  ar,  Richmmid^  Va.  * 

P.  S.-  Mr.  Robinson  will  al^!^o  include  the  Bamlert/  in  hi>  search. 

F.  U.  H, 


I 


r 


Letter  from  tho  Secretary  of  War  to  Xr.  Robinsoa,  acknowledging  the  offbr  of  the  yacht, 

CONFKnERATK   StaTF-S   OK   AmKRIOA, 

War  Depart uwfit^  Richmf/iuf^  Jum  7i',  ISOl, 
Sir;  This  Department  has  learned  with  plcAsure  that  you  have  placed 
your  tine  yacht  (ryptty,  with  a  carefully  prcjwred  chart,  on  the  track 
of  the  Wuidnvr  J'ortmt,  with  a  view  to  capture  [.sicj  that  vessel;  ami 
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that  ynn  also  inoludr  the  Bamlt^rtj  in  your  soarcb.  Tlio  Dopartmont  ih 
deeply  fitMisihIc  of  the  iniportiint  sorvicoyon  thiisproijosr  to  render  to 
the  ('oiifederat*  States  ot  Anieiiea,  and  not  only  wishes  you  the  most 
brilliant  suecess,  Init  alno  hopea  that  your  noble  example  may  inspire 
other  (citizens  witli  a  like  heroic  8pirit  of  self-sacritice  and  devotion  to 
the  great  cause. 

Very  respectfully, 

Li.  p.  Walker, 
Secretunj  of  War, 
•John  G.  BcmiNSON,  Esq., 

New  Orlefpna, 


Letter  from  Collector  Hatch,  to  tbs  Secretary  of  War,  tranimittlng  letter  from  the  owner 
of  the  yacht  to  the  BriUih  mioiiter,  re^ardln^  seinro. 

CUHTOM-IIOUSB,  CoiiLECTTOK's   OfFICE, 

Ni'W  Orleans,  Juiw  ^7,  18G1. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  herewith  a  copy  of  a  coninuinieation 
iimde  to  Lord  Lyons,  her  BriUmnir  Majest^'V  minister  at  Washintjton. 
by  John  (t.  iiohinson,  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  subject  of  the  capture 
and  distention  of  the  British  yacht  (rifimj  by  the  United  States  ship 
Broolchiu  and  copies  of  tclcfjniphii'  dispatches  and  note  from  Captaiu 
l*oor,  D.  S.  Navy,  on  the  same  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  o>)eaient  Horvant. 

F.  II.  lUit  II, 

Hon.  Li.  p.  Walkkr, 

Secreiitrif  of   Hv/r,  IHrJtvumd,   Va. 

[KncloMUTC.] 

New  Orleans,  Juiir  20,  1S61. 

Mr  Lord:  Our  consul,  Willinm  Mure,  esq.,  not  haviuff  jfiven  you 
officiiil  notive  of  the  insult  otfered  to  our  tlag  at  swi  by  the  capture  and 
dntoiitiou  of  my  yacht,  the  particulars  of  which,  as  follows,  are 
restwctfuUy  submitted  for  your  lordship's  consideration: 

'i  be  undersigned,  captain  and  owner  of  the  yucht  Oypsy,  of  about 
50  tons,  f>eingdiily  registered,  with  a  crew  consisting  of  sailing  urns- 
tor  (Clemeius),  pilot  (Smith),  three  sailors,  cook,  stewai-d,  and  one 
hired  negro  boy  (body  sen-ant),  left  Biloxi,  Miss.,  b_y  Ship  Island 
Pass,  not  blockaded,  on  a  fishing  and  pletisurc  excursion  for  my  health. 
On  the  l'2th  instant,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  was  taken  at  sea,  British 
colors  Hying,  by  the  American  sloop  of  war  Brctokii/n^  CajJtain  Poor, 
a  prize  crew  placed  on  board  my  yacht,  and  myself  ordered  by  an 
aimed  force  on  Itoard  the  Rrtmhlyn  u  prisoner;  charges  against  me, 
running  the  blockade,  not  true;  and  also  that  I  was  an  American  citi- 
zen, inasmuch  as  1  held  property  in  Louisiana.  1  own  property  here, 
the  hiw  allowing  alien;*  to  do  so.  Whilst  on  board  1  was  respectfully 
treated  by  all  excepting  the  tirst  lieutenant.  After  protesting,  Britisn 
register  in  liuml.  niy  yucht  overhauled  bv  a  professed  friendly  Power, 
and  nothing  of  an  improper  character  found  therein,  I  was  released, 
together  with  the  negro  noy,  to  enable  me  to  communicatt;  with  my 
Government,  which  I  did  by  telegraph,  copies  annexed,  also  notes  to 
and  from  Captain  Poor. 
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On  the  I4th  ingtant  Cnptain  Poor  waited  upon  me  on  iNmnl  the 
Bremen  -■^hip  .SV/ia^o/*  JfM.  Urtt^  detained  on  the  bar,  and  there 
informed  uic  that  my  men  had  agreed  to  an  oath  not  to  take  up  arms 
aj^ainet  tho  United  States  during  the  present  war.  All  required  to 
release,  them  was  my  guarantee.  On  arrival  on  the  BrtHtldy/i  this  was 
done,  under  a  threat  of  being  transferred  from  the  ynel»t  on  Umrd  a 
hliK'kiulin^  vo-ssel  to  r*erve  the  United  Stat<'-s.  After  detaining  my 
yacht  and  men  under  the  jnins  of  the  Bttn»llyn  for  four  days,  way  on 
the  U;th  iiistunt,  my  papers  endorsed  "Ordered  off  V\\^  a  POutre," 
th4*.y  were  tuld  to  proceed  hoinewaifl.  escorted  hy  a  war  .sti-airn'r, 
Having l^ot  a  litlK'  iitHrad  of  her  wils  (ired  at,  hrouy^lit  to,  iind  a  80t*ond 
time  ordered  home.  Yiicht  and  crew  now  lying  in  Lake  rontcharlrain, 
Confederate  State«. 

My  men  protest  a^ifainst  the  oath  taken  under  comnubirMi  and  guar- 
anteed hy  me,  I,  therefore,  now  hwk  to  ^-our  lordt*nip,  an  the  repre- 
Heutative  of  my  Government,  tf>  cancel  the  document  signed  on  hoard 
the  Hloop  of  wur  BroiMyn^  CViptain  l*ot)r,  and  left  in  iH».ssession  of 
that  officer. 

I  am,  my  lord,  re.sjHMitfuUy,  your  ul)edient  .sei*vant, 

John  G.  Kobinhon. 

His  Exeellenoy  Lord  Lyons,  K.  C  B., 

//"/•  BrUnnnic  Majtutty^a  Jfinwltrr  at  WaMhinghm, 


Lflttar  from  the  ownar  of  the  yaolit  to  Commander  Poor,  U.  ft.  Kavy,  reqneitisg  the  rstus 

of  hii  man. 

PA.S.S  \  i;OrTUE,  Junt  7.}.  ISGL 
Dkar  Sir:  I  Hcnd  you  the  teleeram  (No,  3)  received  from  my  (H>n^iuh 
to  read  and  return.     Close  fast  tmv  in  New  Orleans.     C-ould  only  get 
this.     Ph'aNc  let  nie  have  my  men,  if  nut  the  yueht. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

€FoHN   G.  Ii<3BlN80N. 

('aptain  Poor, 

S/<Mfji  of  Wur  Br/K)Hi/n. 


(Telernun-1 

Pass  a  i/Outrk.  Jnne  /^.  JSG/. 
Yacht  Oyp«t/  taken  under  sail,  with  British  flag  flying,  hy  Br<nil'hfn, 
iThat  am  f  to  do?     I  >vait  answer  at  telegm])li  station. 

John  G.  Kobi.nhok. 

WlU-IAM    MUUE, 

Brlthh  CoiUiul. 


LTclcfRun.] 

Bmnsn  CoN8ni.ATK, 

Xfw  Orhaiis^  Jmif  /.?,  2S6t, 
I  can  give  no  advice  until  I   know  the  circumstiinces.     If  you  have 
addressed  Captain  Poor  that  you  are  a  pleasure  yacht,  anil  merely 
sailing  on  an  excursion,  1  think  that  he  wdl  release  the  Oyjutij.     Tell 
him  thtit  you  have  this  from  mc. 

William  Murk, 

Brlthh.  CifnHul. 
Commodore  John  G.  Robixson, 

Yavht  Gyjmf. 
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I*tt«r  from  Commaador  Foot,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  the  owner  of  tbo  yacht,  deeliuinff  to  roloua 
tho  men  belonging'  to  the  Gypsy- 

U.  S.  S.  Bhooki>tn, 
Of  Pmn  h  r  (hiirt^,  Jtoie  J  J!,,  186  J. 

Sir;  I  regret  to  say  in  answer  to  your  noto  just  receive*!  that  I  i-an 
Milt  comply  with  your  request  to  let  tbemen  on  J>oftr<l  the  (i>jpsy  leave. 
hi  permittiti^  yourself  and  wervatit  todejmrt  1  have  done  all  that  I  feel 
justified  in  doing  under  ihn  rircumslnnrpN  of  the  ea-se. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  I'ooR, 
Commander,  U,  S\  Navy. 
John  O.  Robinson,  Esq. 


RepifH  of  Captain  Strvnm^  C.  S\  Army.  preaeniinKf  a  memoir  reijarding 
me<nturffi  of  deferme  f*n*  tfo.'  tvttM  of  Te^^ms, 

BiCHMOND,  [Va.],  J*m(  12,  2S61. 

Sin:  In  aceonlance  with  your  direction,  I  have  the  honor  to  nubmit 
the  folIowiiiM-  moinoir  for  defense  of  tho  coast  of  Tcxuh: 

For  the  mouth  of  tlio  Siihino  River,  two  ''M  ^KJundi'i'M  and  one  com- 
pany. For  (iaivrston  Island,  four  or  tive  8-inch  colinuhradH,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  present  suppiv,  and,  relyinjr  upon  the  volunteers  of  the 
citj',  three  companien  would  suflice.  I  would,  however,  reeonmiend 
live  if  they  could  be  jrranted.  At  the  ujoutli  of  the  Bi-azo-s  River,  one 
24- |)ounder  .siege  carriape  undone  company.  At  Pass  (javallo,  three 
SS-poundei-H  and  two  companies.  At  Aruu8&s,  two  iM-pouuders  aud 
one  conijwiny. 

At  Sabine  tho  town  amounts  to  very  little,  but  a  railroad  runs  up 
tht*  river  connecting  with  the  roatl  from  Houston  to  New  Orlenns 
Sabine  and  Houston  arc  now  connected  hy  rail.  A  battery  on  Texan 
Point,  at  the  ni4»uth  of  the  river,  would  keep  otT  anything  that  could 
enter  unreniKted,  and  rrstst  aboat  hinding  successfully,  as,  excejiton  the 
Texas  Point,  the  ground  is  wosoftno  landing  on  tho  flanks  of  a  iMittery 
could  be  made.  A  suiall  pjirty  once  cst4ilili.shed  at  Sabine  Clitv  could 
break  up  all  the  iiiilroHd  conuTiuni4-ntion  from  Houston  to  New  Orleans 
(now  not  complete,  but  expected  to  be  soon  liuished). 

At  Galveston  an  enemy  could  have  no  object  in  coming  into  the 
harbor  a.s  a  means  of  injury  to  the  town.  He  could  lay  off  the  (iulf 
beach  in  gunltoats,  shell  and  burn  the  city,  unless  kept  at  a  distance  by 
heavy  guns,  or  might  use  the  roadstead  inside  the  bar  for  a  harlwr  of 
refuge  unless  driven  away.  The  number  of  guns  proposed,  with  what 
1  suppose  are  already  in  Galvexton,  will  suffice.  I  would  suggest  that 
a  mrt  of  the  force  at  (mlveston  should  be  mounted. 

The  BnizoH  River  is  42  miles  from  (.ialveston;  is  connected  by  canal 
with  Ualveston  Hay.  A  large  quantity  of  cotton  and  sugar  is  trans- 
l»rted  by  that  route.  One  24-pouuder  siege  carriage  is  all  I  think 
necessary. 

Pa.sa  (.■avallo,  entrance  to  Matagorda  Bay,  from  whence  the  principil 
roads  to  Austin  and  San  Antonio  start,  7  to  10  feet  on  the  bar.  Throe 
33-pouDders,  one  on  Decrowns  [Decrow]  Point  and  two  at  the  light- 
hou.se,  will  do  well. 

Aininsas:  The  l)ar  has  7  to  U)  feet  water.  From  tho  mainland  a 
gooil  road  to  San  Antonio  aud  Western  Texas,  via  Goliad. 


826  OtTLF    BLOCKAOrNO    S^VADKON. 

Brazos  Santingo,  I  understand  from   Major  Miirslmll,    i.s  ali 
providod  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

VV.  H.  Stevens, 
Captain^  EngineerB^  C  Su  Army, 
llis  Excellency  .Tkffeiwon  Davis, 


Rr-port  ^ Major- General  Tiniggs^  C  S.  Arm»,  refjardin<f  jfrt:jnirafifm 
<ifn  Fed-erai.  fi^et  in  th^  Mlaaiasippi  River  jar  offensh^  opi^nttUmx, 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
JId4frs,  DepU  No.  /,  Niyin  Orhanit,  La.,  June  JS,  1S€J, 

Sin:  Information,  ttupposcd  to  bo  n^liuMc,  from  Cincinnati  and  St, 
Loui.s  state's  tluit  ofiicers  of  the  Rlack  R(«piil»lican  Navy  aro  at  those 
places  purchasing-  steamers^  which  tbcy  fit  up  with  thick  iron  to  reMst 
shot,  and  that  a  Tarf^e  flotilla  is  preparing  to  descend  the  river.  The 
troops  arc  to  bind  nlxjve  any  formidable  l>attery  on  the  river,  mftrch 
round,  and  join  the  bouts  below. 

That  they  will  attempt  to  descend  the  river  in  force  I  believe  in 
beyond  doubt,  and  I  think  that  if  the  naval  vessels  now  here  could  l»e 
sent  up  the  river  they  mifi^ht  render  ^rood  service.  They  are  certainly 
doini^  no  good  lyinjj  idle  in  the  river. 

1  nave  not  been  able  yet  to  garrison  Ship  Island  for  want  of  heavy 
guns.  I  have  the  troops  for  that  purpose  ready  at  Mississippi  City, 
some  10  or  12  miles  distant.  In  the  course  of  a  week  I  ex}X*ct  to  have 
some  32-pounders.  When  I  get  thorn,  immediate  stejw  shall  be  taVon 
to  erect  batteries  on  Ship  Island.  1  applied  to  the  Navy  l^opanmeuL 
here  for  the  loan  of  some  heavy  guns,  but  could  not  get  them.  1 
thought  they  might  iLs  well  beat  Ship  Island  in  position  as  lyin«^  on 
the  wharves  of  this  city.  I  do  not  know  that  any  attempt  will  he 
made  to  invade  this  coast  thus  summer,  but  in  the  fall  I  think  theiie 
certain!}'  will  be,  and  autlcipatiug  this  1  think  more  ti*oopH  should  1)© 
on  the  coast. 

Rerwiik  Bay  has  two  batteries  mounted,  with  a  few  guns  at  points 
selecte<l  bv  the  chief  engineer  here.  W'v  aro  much  in  need  of  two  or 
more  good  engineer  oflitcrs  in  this  department.  Ammunition  is  very 
scarce,  but  I  will  have  cartridges  prepared  as  fast  as  possible  from  the 
means  within  my  power. 

I  would  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend  that  the  river 
above  here  be  attended  to.  If  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  falls  into 
hands  of  the  Black  Kcpublicjins,  this  city  will  be  in  a  very  critical 
condition. 

Very  rciipectf  uUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  K.  Tenons, 
Major- GvHtfraiy  Commandhtg. 

Hon.  L.  1*.  Walker, 

SeereUtry  of  War, 
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[Tclevnun.] 

New  Orleans.  June  i?4.  I^J- 
A  larj;c  fri^'utcoff  Ship  Island.     A  steamer  between  Ship  Island  and 
tho  mainland.     An  anncd  schooner  nntir  Deer  Inland.     KowboatM  in 
the  .-^(luiid.    Tliivo  prizes  made  of  Jsuiall  craft.    A  war  steamer  anchored 
off  Foit  Livingston,  BaraUiria. 

D.  E.  TwiGoa 
Hon.  L.  r.  Walker. 


Re^Kfrt  of  MajvT'GeneraL   Tmlgg%^   C.   S.  Army^  regnrding  general 
VI otters  pertaining  to  his  command. 

Headquabters  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  Army, 

jVIw  Odeanity  l/i.^  Juftn  ^6^  1861. 

Sir:  The  Blark  RepulOiraod  have  left  the  lakes.  I  ha\e  not  heard 
of  their  liindinrr  nnywhero.  Five  sehoonei'H  were  captured  by  them  in 
MisHiHsipiJi  Sound.  As  Hoon  as  1  can  get  carriages  I  will  mount  guns 
on  Ship  Inland.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  burn  the  buildings,  etc., 
there.     Not  less  than  l!^100,iM)(>  worth  of  property  was  destroyed. 

To-morrow  1  will  send  two  companies  to  Berwick  Bay.  It  is  an 
extensive  sugar  country,  and  report  savs  that  the  Atchafalaya  Bay  ia 
bhx'kaded.  1  ordered  the  lights  on  Sliip  Island  and  on  Cat  Island  to 
be  putoiit  and  the  buoys  to  be  removed,  but  afterwards  countermanded 
the  order,  thinking  the  lights  and  buoyn  tuight  be  of  service  to  our  own 
vessels  attempting  to  run  tho  blockade. 

(innl>oats  art?  badty  wanted  on  the  lakesf.  It  is  said  that  one  of  the 
Mobile  mail  boats,  the  Kloriiia^  cjin  be  altered  to  carry  eight  large 

funs.  If  this  ]>e  done  she  can  keep  the  lakes  clear.  Her  owners  a^sk 
iiO,0(H)  for  her,  but  as  one-half  of  ner  is  owned  at  the  North  she  ought 
to  l>e  seized.  Tliis  course  will  give  tinjo  for  the  payment  of  her  until 
we  are  lietter  off  than  how. 

Wi'  tire  very  much  in  want  of  ammunition.  I  sent  out  yesterday  to 
buy  till  that  is  in  New  Orleans.  Up  to  last  night  we  had  400  kegs.  I 
will  buy  all  that  can  Iki  had. 

Hnport  says  the  navN'  vi'ssel  ordered  to  Memphis  am  not  go  for  want 
of  })oW(ler.     The  war  steamer  ^Su/fiter  is  aricht>rcd  near  Fort  Jackson. 
T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  E.  Twioos, 
Mqjor-  Gfiu-ral^  Commanding, 
Hun.  h.  K  Walker, 

Sti<:rt;iary  ^f  War, 


Ordtf  of  the  amimanditnt^  naval  atatwn^  New  Orleans^  t-o  a  hoard  of 
officers  fo^r  the  examination  of  x^tssel-s  for  conversion  into  gunboats. 

Cowmakdant's  Office, 

Mn^al  Statim,  N^rto  Orl&ws,  [Ltt.],  June!S5,  1^6L 

Gentlemen:  You  are  hereby  required  to  examine  the  following- 

^-  "ind  rei)ort  to  me  your  opinion  of  their  fitness  for  con- 

'T  river  defense,  stating  the  ago  and  condition 

'>f  water  loaded,  aild  any  omer  iuformatiou 
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rtHiuired  to  forni  an  estimate  of  their  relative  value  for  the  purpose 
inaicAtod. 

Should  you  learn  of  the  pre^oneo  of  any  other  hoai.s  likely  to  bo 
wanted,  you  will  cxamirie  and  report  upou  their  titnesii;. 
Very  retipectfully, 

L.  Rot'S8EAD, 

C.'onimander  W.  W.  Hukter. 

Lieutenant  Joseph  Fbt. 

First  AHHtstant  Eng-ineer  .John  IL  Lopkr. 

Name  of  boats:  Millandon,  J.   M.   Whann^  Victoria,  Si,  Charl^^ 


Report  of  Inmrd  appointed  to  earamiyw  re^ttteJ^  with  o  i*it/nr  to  thefT 
eonverttioti  into  gnnhtat». 

New  OkleaNs.  June  ^,  186 J. 

Tn  ohedionce  to  your  order  of  the  25th  instant,  ror-eived  on  the  26tli 
instant,  directing  me,  with  Lieutenant  Joseph  Fry  and  Fii-st  Arjwistant 
Knjnneer  Loper,  to  examine  certain  name<:l  towboatsand  other  ve^se^ls 
in  relation  to  the  fitnes.^  of  these  for  conversion  into  puiilionts  for 
river  defense,  we  respectfully  report  that  the  ve*wels  stated  in  your 
order  have  been  this  day  examined,  and  also  other  ve^tsels,  touching- 
their  fitness  for  the  same  obici't. 

The  towboat  St.  Charh's^  built  in  1840;  high  pressure;  boiler**  bad 
condition;  not  suited  to  mount  gun  forward. 

Mifhr/uhf/ij  5  years  old;  draft  deep  (S  feet);  oak  wheids;  cast-iron 
shaft;  high-pressure  engine;  cnunpcd  space  for  forward  gun;  ve.ssel 
gotxi,  but  space  below  uot  well  adapted  for  the  arrangement  of  a 
gunlx)at. 

./.  M.  W/ia7in,  fa-st;  boilers  good;  l)oiit  22  months  old;  di-aft,  wbrn 
loaded.  7^  feet  to  8  feet;  the  space  forward  cramped  for  a  gun:  would 
require  much  expense  to  fit  her;  she  is  very  much  worn;  her  beanis 
are  too  light  for  heavy  guns.  We  would  not  recommend  her  for  a 
gunboat. 

Mi'forin^  about  2  years  old:  condensing  engine;  draftof  wat^r  deep 
i8  feet);  depth  of  hold,  {^\  feet;  wrought-iron  shafts;  engine  iiiwi 
horsepower.  Not  appropriate  for  ri\'er  service  as  a  gunboat,  yet  one 
of  the  best  fnr  that  puipos<'  we  have  inspected. 

Amjlo-Anufrioan^  built  in  1849;  when  loaded,  !>  feet  *lraft.  Not 
suitable. 

Defiance^  unfit. 

£eeff€„  unfit. 

A. «/.  Whitmore^  18  months  old;  boilers  and  niacbiuery  too  vulner- 
able; no  room  for  mounting  guns. 

Balfi<-^  a  strong,  sound  vessel,  and  fast;  14  years  old;  deep  load 
line  (9  feet);  wrought-iron  shafts  and  iron  wheels;  would  I'equiro 
much  work  iu  arranging  for  magazine,  shell,  shot,  and  store  rooms, 
and  mounting  guns.  She  is  the  beat  of  the  towboat^  for  the  purix>se 
of  a  gunboat  for  river  service. 

MexK'Oy  unfit;  11  yeiirs  old. 

Galv€St(m^  4  vears  old;  draftof  water,  i*  feet;  space  for  mounting 
gun  too  cramped. 
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^i'f)jit>^fi4-t\  i>  yeai*H  oUi;  :i  j^ood  Htoaiupr  for  sfa  service,  but  too  much 
draft  for  ui>-rivcr  service;  dmft,  >vhen  loaded,  from  14  to  15  feet;  very 
strong  ana  fast  seagoing  vessel;  will  carry  fuel  sufficient  U)  go  to 
Europe,  and  i.s  cajmble  of  carrying  a  battery  of  side  efiins  of  four 
32-ixjnndrrH.     Could  1«!  made  a  very  efficient  vessel  for  ais|Mitch. 

\Vc  nvspcctfiiUv  report  that  of  ttie  aI)ove-enumemted  vessels  which 
wo  have  inspected  we  would  name  the   Baltw  and  Victoria  as  he^it 
adapted  for  conversion  for  gunl)oatH  for  river  service,  and  the  Ttm 
ntumetia.  dispatch  vessel  for  sea  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  HUUTEB, 

{hmmandei%  C.  S.  Navy. 

Joseph  Fby, 

Lietitenant 

[John  H.]  Lopkr, 
I'lrat  Am^tant  Engineer, 
C'aptain  L.  Rousseiau, 

Comm^inding  C\  S.  Nm>al  Station^  Ncie  Orleans. 


[TeleKram.] 

New  Orleans,  Jnhj  7,  1S61. 
"Hie  Black  Republicans  have  taken  the  telejrraph  station  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Passes.     The  SmnUr*  jfot  to  sea  yesterday.     When  last  seen 
the  Bmoklgn  was  iu  chase  of  her.     Major  Smith  was  ordered  to  Kich- 
moud  tbie  moraiug.     Engineers  are  much  needed  here. 

D.  E.  Twiggs. 
Hon.  L.  r.  Walkk7{, 

Sti^niary  of  War. 


Letter  frmn  JnUtis  -4.  Pratt,  esq.^  to  Cmnmaniiier  Jlnnter^  C,  S.  Navy^ 
rt'tjarding  the  raUroad  connecting  the  Sabine  River  with  Galveston. 

New  Orleans,  July  _/,  1861. 

Dkak  Sir:  You  requested  me  to-day  to  j^ive  you  a  .stjitrnient  in  ref- 
erence to  tht'  railroad  connecting  the  Subinci  Hiver  with  (Jalveston, 
Tex.  The  town  of  Orange,  on  the  Sabine  iiivcr.  35  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  its  enti*unce,  i.  e,.  Siibine  Pass,  is  the  eastern  terminus,  now 
completed,  of  the  connecting  link  with  the  Opelousas  Railroad.  Beau- 
mont, on  the  Neches  River,  is  distant  per  railroad  28  miles  west  of 
Orange.  Both  the  Sabine  and  Neches  have  their  outlet  at  the  Sabine 
Pass.  The  milroud  is  completed  from  Orange  to  Houston,  and  in  run- 
ning order.  Troops  landed  at  the  Sabine  Pass  can  be  I'eadily  tmns- 
poitcd  by  light-dmft  steamers  to  either  Bi'aumont  or  Orange  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year.  There  are  now  seven  light-draft  steamers  suit- 
able for  their  tran-fportition  laid  up  on  the  above-mentioned  rivers, 
belonging  to  citizens  of  Texas,  who  would  burn  tbem  before  they 
woUid  penuit  them  to  carry  a  single  Federal  troop. 

•  Fur  itirre»pondencw  rogardiug  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  SuitUer,  Jane  30,  1861,  see 
Scrieu  1,  volume  1. 
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Hut  could  the  enemy  land  their  troops  at  Sabine  Pass,  they  could 
march  them  25  miles  over  a  track  of  a  railroad  that  has  14  miles  tibs 
hiid  and  in  working  order,  and  13  miles  of  track  leveled,  all  i-eady  for 
the  iron.  Then  they  would  have  the  control  of  the  road  to  Houston, 
all  the  way  to  Galveston.  We  would  then  (on  the  coast)  be  surrounded 
by  the  Fcdeml  troops.  They  hIho  could  march  their  troops  into  the 
interior  of  Texas  by  the  dividing  line  between  Texas  and  Louisiana, 
i.  e.,  the  banks  of  the  Sabine  River,  through  to  Arkansas.  At  the 
Sabine  Pass,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  (if 
with  a  pilot)  in  getting  in  a  vessel  of  10  feetdraft;  in  the  winter  months, 
about  7  feet.  This  latter  remark  is  owing  to  the  northerly  winds  that 
prevail  in  the  winter  months. 

The  railroad,  via  Orange  or  Beaumont,  to  Houston  and  Gralveston 
is  now  in  running  order,  and  Galveston  can  readily  be  reached  from 
Orange  in  ten  hours. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  link  on  our  coast  has  been  entirely  over- 
looked. It  certainly  would  be  an  important  point  for  our  enemies  to 
have  the  control  of. 

Yours,  very  resi)ectfuUy, 

Julius  A.  Pratt. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Neic  Orieaim^  La. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  ^,  1861. 
The  steamer  Mirammi  can  be  had  for  $30,000,  fitted  up  for  war. 
She  has  one  large  pivot  gun  and  several  small  ones;  is  in  perfect  order, 
ncarl}'  new,  and  suitiiblo  for  the  lakes.     The  prices  asked  for  others, 
either  for  sale  or  charter,  are  enormous. 

D.  E.  TmoGS. 
L.  P.  Walkkk. 


tTolwram-l 

New  Orleans,  July  6,  1861. 
1  have  sent  an  nrmod  steamer  to  the  sound.     Will  have  two  or  three 
more,  to  iirni  t()-da>'.     Can  the  guns  lying  idle  at  the  naval  station  he 
ha<l?     I  expect  to  hear  of  the  steamer  engaging  cnenn'  at  Ship  Island 
everv  hour. 

D.  E.  Twioos. 
L.  P.  Walker 


[Tflegram.] 

New  Orleans,  July  7,  1861. 
Armed  steamer  sent  to  sound.     Did  not  meet  the  enemy.     Enemy 
had  left  vicinity  of  Ship  Island.     Our  st<mTner  landed  two  guns  and 
140  men.     The  fort  on  the  island  I  will  reinforce  as  soon  as  possible. 
Where  can  I  get  powder? 

D.  E.  TwiGOS. 
Seciu:tauy  of  War. 
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Nrw  ORbKANS.  Jidy  8^  186L 
(lommwlorB  Roiisspaii  won't  give  iiiiy  ^"iis  without  iir>  order  from 
Sci'ret*iry  of  Navy.     Please  senti  such  order  imniodirttely. 

D.  E.  TwTQOs, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Report  iif  Comiiui'fuicr  Hunter^  C.  S*  Ntwy.  nrgi/ng  the  iieceiutUy  of 
(jmtrdmij  Sohtne  Posh  Of/ainttt  etmlrttl  of  ifw  Federal  f&rven. 

New  Ori,eanr.  Jultj  S,  1SGI. 

Having  thr  tionor  to  serve  under  your  coninianil  connected  witJi  the 
defcn.seH  of  Louif^iaria,  uiy  niiiirl  haw  heeti  directed  to  the  defense  of 
cerUiin  points  whirh  soein  iiitjMirdint  and  vulnerahlo,  and  will,  rltiubt- 
lo-sH,  not  long  o.seape  the  vigilance  of  the  oncinv.  On  this  suhject  I 
would  es])tr.ially  refer  t<»  the  Sahine  l*iws,  whirls  is  the  niilitjiry  path- 
way from  t,he  iw-a  to  an  iinporUinL  ^wirt  of  LouiHiaiia  and  Texas,  and 
controlling,  in  a  great  degree,  the  conunnnieation  hetween  those  States. 

The  town  of  Orange,  on  the  Sabine  liivcr,  is  .%  miles  from  its 
entrance,  viz,  the  Sal)ine  Parts,  and  is  the  terminufs  (now  completed) 
of  the  connecting  link  with  the  Opelousaw  Kailway.  Beunraont.  on 
the  Neches  River,  is  dintant  per  railway  2S  inilen  west  of  Orango. 
Both  the  Sabine  and  Noehes  have  their  outlet  at  the  Sabine  Pa.9s. 
The  railway  is  completed  from  Orange  to  Houston  and  is  in  running 
order. 

Troops  landed  at  the  Sabine  Pass  can  be  readily  transported  by 
light-draft  8teamcr«  to  either  Beaumont  or  Orange  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year.  There  are  now  seven  light-draft  steauiers  Muitablo  for  their 
tniris|Mfrtation  laid  up  on  the  above  stated  rivers  belonging  to  eitizen.s 
of  Texas.  These  rould  la^  4'ontrollod  or  destroyed  by  an  oRieer  iu 
charge  of  a  veH.sel  stationed  to  eonimand  the  Pajss. 

(.'ould  the  eiH'uiy  land  troops  on  Sabine  Pass  they  could  march  thcui 
25  uiileH  over  a  tnuk  of  the  niilway  that  has  now  14  miles  hiid  and 
fwhieli)  is  in  w<uking  order  and  \y*  miles  bedded,  all  ready  fur  the 
iron.  They  wouUi  have  the  control,  then,  of  the  road  U*  Houston  and 
the  wfty  to  (iaiveston.  We  would  then  on  Ihe  coast  br  suinjuiuled  by 
Federal  trtwjw.  They  could  also  mareh  their  troops  into  the  interior 
of  Texas  by  the  dividing  line  between  Texas  and  Louisiana,  via,  the 
hank  of  the  Sabine  Kiver,  through  to  Arkansas. 

At  the  Sabine  Pa*?  at  this  seaf<on  of  the  vear  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  getting  a  vessel  of  10  feet  di-aft  of  water  (with  a  good  pilot),  and  in 
the  winter  months  about  7  feet,  owing  to  the  northerly  winds  prevail- 
ing at  that  sejuson. 

The  railway,  via  Orange  or  Beaumont,  to  Houston  and  Galveston  is 
now  in  running  order,  and  Galveston  can  be  readily  reached  in  ten 
hours. 

It  seems  to  me  thnt  this  link  on  our  coa^t  ha-s  been  entirely  over- 
looked. It  certainly  would  be  an  important  point  for  our  enemies  to 
have  control  of.     fti  this  view,  the  steamer  MohHr^  armed  with  one 

fun  and  60  men,  would  serve  most  usefully  to  protect  the  Sabine  Pass. 
ho  MobiU  is  now  at  Berwick  Bay,  and  I  learn  from  the  C.  S.  marshal 
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can  be  obtained  by  assuming  the  payment  of  a  lien  on  her  of  $5,000. 
She  is  said  to  be  worth  $40,000. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WH.W.  HmiTEB. 

Cofnmomder^  C,  S*  tftmry. 
Commodore  L.  Rousseau, 

Com/mandaM  of  the  Naval  Station  of  Louisiana, 

P.  S. — Having  been  possessed  of  information  touching  the  defenses 
of  Louisiana,  I  feel  that  I  should  impart  it  to  you,  as  commanding  the 
defenses  of  Louisiana. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Huntek. 
CommofndeTy  C,  8,  Namy* 


[Telegnm.] 

Richmond,  Juby  lOy  1861. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  directed  Commodore  Rousseau  to 
deliver  you  the  guns. 

L.  P.  Walk£r. 

General  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans^  La. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Comma/nder  Hv/nter,  C.  S,  Ninry, 
detaching  htm  from  the  naval  station,  New  Orleans. 

C.  S.  Navy  Depabtmemt, 
0^ffi<^  of  Orders  and  Detml,  Richmond^  Yd.,  Jvly  1$,  1861. 
Sib:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  naval  station,  New  Orleans, 
and  vou  will  report  to  Captain  Robert  G.  Robb,  Tappahannock,  Va., 
for  duty  on  the  Rappahannock  defenses  forthwith. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Barron, 
Captain  in  Charge. 
Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans^  La, 

[Endoraement.] 

Reported,  July  30,  1861. 

Robert  G.  Robb, 
Commanding  Rappahannock  Defenses. 


(Telegram.] 

Richmond,  Jtdy  16, 1861. 
Mr.  MaUory  places  all  the  heavy  guna  at  your  disposal.     There  are 
four  at  Corinth,  on  their  way  to  New  Orleans. 

L.  P.  Walker. 
General  Twiggs, 

New  Orleans^  La. 
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Report  of  LiexUenant  Fry^  C.  *S'.  N^iivy^  refffirditi^  t/rdera  to  send  no 

tnen  to  Virgltna. 

Nkw  Orleanh,  Juiy  18,  1861, 
Sik:  The  commodore  has  received  a  dls])rtt<;h  this  morning  to  ^end 
no  men  to  Virginia,  80  tbut  it  is  neeillfsH  to  ship  them. 
He  sjivs  go  on  .sliipping  for  gcnerul  service. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Joseph  Fry, 
LmUenant^  <7.  S,  Navy. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Rendes^voxis. 


Report  of  Major- Ot'tufi'al  Tmiqaft^  O.  S.  Army.,  retjarding  Uie  force  on 

Snip  Island, 

Nkw  ()m.eaN8,  July  7.9,  hH61. 
Sik:  Ship  I.sland  is  now  .strong  enough  to  resist  any  force  that  will 
priil)iiVi]y  bo  i^ent  iigiiinst  it  for  the  present.     There  r.i*c  five  companies 
of  volunteers  on  the  i;^liind. 

Twrlvi^  IVct  of  water  (-an  he  hud  at  the  eawt  end  of  Horn  iHland,  and 
in  tht"!  chiinncl  inwicU'  of  the  island  \-2  fci^t  run  he  had  anywhere.  There 
IB  some  dttngor  when  n  descent  is  made  here,  which  will  most  prohably 
he  in  the  fall,  that,  th**  comimiiiication  iK'tween  Ship  Lsland  and  the 
niuitiliind  will  he  inti^rrupted,  and  the  garrisou  of  the  it<land  may  be 
compelled  U)  yield  without  striking  a  blow. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TwiGoa, 
Major- General,  O.  S,  Army. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  tf  War, 


[Telegrun-l 

New  Orleans,  July  34-,  1861. 
The  ship  off  Galveston  dpmands  free  communi<ation  with  Union  men 
ashore,  and  will  shell  the  town  if  denied.     C^ptuiiiJICilward]  Hijrgins, 
m}'  aid,  volunteers  to  drive  her  off  or  sink  her.     Give  me  authority  to 
order  guns,  a  midshipman,  and  i^ailors. 

D.  E.  TwiGos. 
Secretary  ok  War. 


Report  of  Major- General  TwUigv^  V.  >S.  Army ^  regarding  propostf ion. 
t^  fortify  Galveston  Inland. 

HEADQUAItTERS  DEPARTMENT  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

AW'  Orleans,  La.,  July  H,  1861. 
Sib:  I  have  been  credibly  infoniied  by  gentlemen  just  from  Galves- 
ton thai  the  commander  of  the  blockadmg  ship  before  that  plao*  has 
demanded  that  he  shall  have  free  communication  with  the  Union  men 
aj^hore,  and  if  denied  he  will  shell  the  town.  There  are  no  heavy  guns 
at  (ialveston.  consequently  it  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  My  aid- 
de-camp.  Captain  E.  Iliggins,  late  of  the  United  States  Navy,  a  most 
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energetic  and  accomplished  officer,  volunteers  to  take  to  Galveston,  via 
Berwick  Bay,  one  or  more  IX-inch  guns.  By  placing  them  in  battery 
on  the  island  he  is  coniidcnt  that  he  can  drive  the  ship  off  or  sink  her 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

I  have  great  confidonce  in  Captain  Hig^ns,  and  bat  for  the  exigency 
of  the  (iase  would  not  consent  to  his  leaving  the  city.     Indeed,  ihave 
so  high  an  opinion  of  his  experience  and  skill  that!  would  gladly  sec 
him  placed  in  charge  of  the  naval  defenses  of  this  coast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  K  Twiggs, 
Major- General^  Gmnmanditig. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Lfltter  frmn  tite  Secretary  of  the  Naxyy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
inittimj  con'ei^pondencii  regardimj  gmi8  l<xi7ied  to  Major-General 
Twiggs  hy  the  naval  commandant  at  Neno  Orleans, 

1  enclose  the  letter  of  Captain  Bousscau  to  General  Twiggs,  which 
explains  itself,  and  I  ask  that  General  Twiggs  be  ordered  to  return  to 
Captain  Rousseau  the  guns  in  Question.  He  refuses  to  do  so,  though 
he  obtained  them  upon  the  conaition  of  returning  them  when  required 
for  our  vessels  and  after  being  formally  notified  fliat  they  are  required 
for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  R.  Maixort. 
Hon.  Segretabt  of  Wak. 

[Kiielmuros.] 

Commani>akt'8  Office,  Navai.  Station, 

Neic  Orleans,  My  ^3,  1861, 
Sir:  Having  a  steamer  to  arm,  I  am  constrained  to  demand  the 
return  of  the  vlll-inch  and  32-poundcr  guns  tcinporarily  loaned  to 
you;  alfso  tlie  l)oardiiig  pikes  and  other  equipments  in  your  iwssession 
and  belonging  to  the  Navy.  The  IX-inrh  gun  now  on  Ship  Island 
may  lx>  rotain(!(l  by  you,  and  1  have  another  IX-inch  gun  subject  to 
your  order,  together  with  a  supply  of  shot  and  shell. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Rousseau, 

Cotnmandant. 
Major-Gencral  David  E.  Twiggs, 

Commandhig  Department  No.  i,  Neio  Orleonn,  La. 


Headquartkes  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A., 

Ne^n  Orlem}M,  July  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Major-General  Twiggs  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  to  your  let- 
ter of  this  <late  that  he  has  orders  to  retain  all  the  guns  now  in  his 
possession. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  Beltzhoover, 
Major^  AfisiMant  Adjutant, 
Captain  L.  Rousseau, 

Omitnanding  Naval  Station, 


LOCKADIlfG 
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'Till  Bragg^ 
Fulton. 


C.  S.  Navy  Departmext, 

Rirhmoud^Juhj  ^7,  IS61. 
Sik:  Comnmnder  Brent  informs  nie  that  yoii  ap[>i"ovo  the  proposi- 
tion to  launch  the  Fidtou.  % 

1  ih'riired  to  n^piiiraiid  make  hcravailahlp  forsoi'vicc  to  yon  in  your 
iiiilitiiry  opei'utionii,  l>ut  understood  jou  to  expre.ss  the  opinion  that 
the  attempt  niifrht  indui'c  an  uttnck,  and  that  it  slioiild  noting  made. 

If  YOU  shall  deem  it  exjx^lient.  Coinniander  Hrent  can  proceed  to 
launoli  and  equip  her  for  Hervice  a.s  early  as  pra<^ti(:able. 
I  ail],  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

8.  R.  Mallohy, 
Secntary  *>/  the  Nam/. 

13ripii)ier-Ciononil  Braxton  Bragg, 

Vommcmder  in  CV**^,  J*tm^uc<t/<t^  Fl*t. 


Order  of  BrUjadier- General  Bragg ^  C.  S,  Army^  for  exf  editing  th^ 
trfiiitportittitm  of  guns  to  Nt^o  OrhanA. 

Hkadquautkhs  near  Pensacoij^,  An0t«t7^  iSGl. 

Lieutenant  W.  (J.  Dozier,  C  S.  Navy,  is  commended  to  all  officers 
and  agents  (\i  the  (Tovernnient.  and  the  superintendents  of  nilroads 
fi*orn  tJiis  to  New  Orleans  tin*  re(pu>Hted  to  expi^ditt*  his  nuneinents  in 
(x>nveying  gunn  to  the  latter  place  for  tlie  defense  of  the  city. 

Braxton  Bragg, 
Brigadier-  GenctHd^  Vommanding, 


[TeleKTsni.l 

Rtcttmovd,  August  13^  186L 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  ordered  (Captain  Hollins  to  cooperate 
with  you  in  defense  of  Galvotiton. 

L.  P.  Walker. 
General  Twiooa, 

New  Orleans*. 


Special  ordtr  {No.  1^3)  frmn  the  Secretary/  of  War  aimgning  Com- 
maiuhr  Hunter^  C  S»  JVWy,  to  the  guptTiniendence  ofcottnt  (i<fetineH^ 
Teacas. 

Adjutant  and  Inspect<.ir  Grnerai/s  Ofuck, 

Riehinond^  Auytist  7^,  1861 
1.  Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C  S.  Navy,  will  proceed  to  Galves- 
ton, and  report  to  General  Karl  Van  Dorn  for  duty  as  superintendent 
in  char^'c  of  tlie  worlcs  for  the  dcfcnjse  of  the  coast  of  Texaa. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

John  WiTiiERff, 
Af»ijitant  Adjutant-  Ocner/rL 
Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Rii'lnnowl,    Vn. 
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Ovdei'  of  tlui  Secretm'y  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Munier^  C.  S.  Nary^ 
granting  authority  to  make  a<!ting  appavntments. 

C.  S.  Navy  Depabtment, 
Bichmandj  August  J^  1861, 
Sir:  You  aro  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  two  acting  masters 
matos  and  one  acting  gunner,  to  nerve  under  your  command  of  the 
naval  defenses  at  GaTveston,  Tex. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  R.  Majajoby, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  Wm.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richm^md,  Ya. 


Report  of  the  Chief  of  tlks  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography 
regardin</  guns  available  for  the  defenses  of  Mobue, 

Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Htdrographt, 

August  16, 1861, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  are  no  heavy  32-pounder 
guns  at  the  Norfolk  niivy  yard  that  are  available  for  the  de^nses  of 
Mobile.  Soon  after  the  capture  of  the  navy  yard,  169  guns  of  various 
caliber  were  sent  from  that  place  to  North  Carolina  for  safe-keeping. 
Among  them  there  were  KH)  heavy  32-pounders  of  61  hundredweight, 
20  heavy  32-ix)undci-s  of  57  hundredweight,  34:  of  41  hundredweight, 
5  of  51  hundredweight,  and  6  Vlll-inch  shell  guns  of  63  hundred- 
weight. The  guns  have  neither  carriages  nor  equipments.  The  gov- 
ernor of  North  Carolina  will  give  an  order  for  such  as  you  may  require 
for  the  defenses  of  Mobile. 


I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Richmond. 


George  Minor, 

Cftmmaiider. 
For  D.  N.  Ingraham, 

Chief  of  Rureau. 


[TfU-gmm.J 

Richmond,  August  20, 1861. 
Commander  Hunter,  of  the  Navy,  has  been  detailed  for  the  duty 
named. 

L.  P.  Walker. 
General  P.  O.  Hubert, 

Ne^o  Orleans,  La. 


aULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  837 

Letter  froTit  the  Engiym^'  Bureau  to  th«  Secretary  of  War^  transmitting 
revomhttmdatiim  of  Major- ireti**ral  T^ciggtt^  V,  »S.  Arm y^  for  tk^  con- 
RtrMctimi,  of  floating  batteries  for  defense  in  the  Mi^iasi/j^fi  River. 

Engineer  Bureau,  C.  S.  A., 

Richwnnti,  .{n<no<t  23, 1861, 
Sin:  In  rolation  to  thr^  rommimication  of  General  Twiggs  herewith, 
projwsiiijf  that  six  llnatinjj  dorks  now  at  Now  Orleans  l>e  converted 
into  floating  batteries  for  the  defense  of  the  Missis.sipj)i  River  above 
that  city,  1  nave  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  adoption  of  General 
Twigg.s  s  projoet  be  authorized  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  which 
may  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  ranking  engineer  ofticcr  on  duty  at 
New  Orleans. 

•Very  respet'tfully,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  Leat>better, 
Major  I^ngineers^  Acting  Ckief  En^fineer  B'ureau, 
Hon.  L.  1*.  Waxjcer, 

S^Tttaryof  War* 

lEnclomre.] 

Heapquartebs  Department  No.  1,  C  S.  A., 

Nt^r  OrU<in*<,  La..  August  9,  1861. 
Sir:  I  understand  that  the  Lim-oln  Government  is  making  formida- 
ble pre]Miration.s  for  the  devuHtiUion  of  the  valley  of  the  Misnissippi 
and  a  de-scent  upon  New  Orletnin. 

1  am  told  that  they  are  building  and  equipping  a  powerful  fleet  of 
iroiurlud  gunboatH  with  which  thev  expett  to  jms-s  our  sliore  batterie«. 
This  might  be  sucoesHfully  accomplished  in  a  dark  night  by  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  can  move.  There  arc  at  this  place  some  nix  floating 
docks  of  immense  .strength,  which  are  capable  of  being  converted  into 
tloating  )>atteriesof  treiuendoii.s  poweratacompariLlively  trilling  cost. 
These  docks  can  be  towed  up  to  any  |K)tnt  ors  the  river  where  the 
channel  is  narrow  and  be  made  an  impa.ssable  barrier  to  the  vessels  of 
the  enemy.  Thc\'  can  bo  readily'  made  impenetrable  to  Iwarderst,  and 
I  tliink  would  effectually  prevent  an^'  de.scent  by  way  of  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  olnidicnt  servant, 

D.  E.  IViOGS, 
Major- General,  Ci/ininanditig, 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walkkr, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond,  Va. 


(By  Mr.  [0.  M.J  Conrad,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.) 
AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  rlefense  of  the  MiaeiBaippi  River. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do 
enact.  That  the  President  l>o,  and  he  is  hereb}',  authorized  to  cause 
such  floating  defenses  as  he  ma^'  deem  best  adapted  to  the  protection 
of  the  Mississippi  River  against  a  descent  of  irun-plated  steam  gun* 
iHjats,  to  be  con-sti'ucted  or  prepared  with  the  least  possible  dehiy. 

Section  3  is  stricken  out. 

Passed  as  amended  Augast  28,  Ia61. 

Approved  August  3*>,  18til. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S. 
Nawj^  regarding  the  tramfer  of  artid-en  mi  hoard  surveying  schrxmer 
Twilight. 

C.  S.  Navy  Depabtment, 
Offce  of  Orders  and  Detail^  Richmond^  Augiuat  S9j  186J. 
Sir:  At  the  request  of  this  office  the  Treasury  Departmeut  has 
directed  that  a  number  of  articleH  on  board  of  Hurveying  schooner 
Tmligkt,  at  Aransas,  Tex.,  be  delivered  to  you,  or  held  by  the  col- 
lector at  that  port  subject  to  your  order.     A  list  of  the  same  is  here- 
with enclosed. 
By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy: 

Respectfully,  your  ooedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Lynch, 

Captain  in  Charge. 
Commander  W.  \V.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Galveston^  Tex. 


Order  of  the  vomraandant^  naval  fftatio7i^  New  Orleans^  to  Lieutenant 
Dozier^  C.  H.  Naf>y,  to  atttnwie  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Pamlictf. 

Commandant's  Office, 

Neic  OrleanH^  September  3,  18G1. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  the  conunand  of  the   steamer 
Puinlico^  and  you  will  proceed  to  tit  her  out  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
making  a  report  to  rue  every  'morning  of  your  progress. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  N.  Rollins, 

Cominafidant. 
Lieutenant  W.  (i.  Doziek,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  tlic  'Secretary  tfthe  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War.,  regard- 
ing mettmirfM  t<>  j/r event  the  hunting  of  Apal-achicola  hy  the  Federal 
fyrce^. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S., 
Richmond^  Septemhri'  6,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  divspatch  has  junt  been  received  at  this  Depart- 
ment from  St.  Vincent's  Lsliind,  near  Apalachicola: 

The  t'nt'iiiy  Imvetlireatuneil  to  enter  the  liarl)or  in  lijjht-tlraft  ft^amers  and  bum 
Ajmlachiculu.     Cannuii  friction  priniern  and  powder  iice<letl,  und  artillerists. 

CiiAs.  A.  Gee, 

Captfiin,  Commanding. 
\Vm.  E.  Anderhon, 
Brvjadkr-General,  Flirrida  MUiiia. 

1  have  the  honor  to  re(iucst  that  you  will  cause  Lieutenant  McLaugh- 
lin, of  the  Navy,  who  ih  now  in  this  city,  and  who  will  proceed  to 
Apalachicola  at  once,  to  be  supplied  with  2,000  pounds  of  powder. 
The  guns,  shells,  shot,  etc.,  have  been  supplied  by  this  Department. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  Mam^rv, 

SiKTetary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  L.  V.  Walker, 

Secretoiy  of  War^  Riehmoud^   Va. 
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Letiei'  from  (hi  SfcreUiry  of  the  Ndvif  iothe  Stfretnrff  of  Wat\  reqiwuU 
ing  a  supply  <>/ p'HPii^t*  for  trie  (hft^tJi*'  of  New  fhleans. 

Navti'  Department,  C.  S., 
iiichfno}nl^    17/.,  Septrrnlter  6^  1fi61. 

Sir:  I   Imve  Ibi^  litmor  to  rewjut'st  tinil  liiptaiii  (ieorge  N.  Hollin.s, 
coinnuiiidiDx  navul  station  lit  New  Orlwins,  may  l>o  supplied  ils  I'lirly  v^ 
pnii-ticiiMo  with  100,fMto  |>ouiids  oi  fatiiion  ami  1,500  poundnof  mu»ket 
powdtT,  HMiuiri'd  for  tbe  defense  of  New  Orleaus. 
With  miu'h  ro«iJOct,  you  obedient  !*ervant, 

S.  K.  Malijory, 

Sticreiary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  L.  W  VValkrr, 

Secretary  of  Wor^  JH/rhmmtdy  Va. 


Lettt^  fr<nn  l/ie  Trcthyar  Iron   Worlm  Aj  lite  Secretary  of  the  Navy^ 
riyarffiittj  y  una  for  tunnd  utte. 

Tredkoar  Iron  Works, 

liwhmmtd,  Septemhrr  ff,  IHS}. 

C)eak  Sir:  We  can  supply  two  of  thp  82-iX)Under26hinidredweight 
navy  jruns  iind  carriages  U)  Lieutenant  McLaughlin  early  next  week. 
Very  re«pe<'tfiuly, 

J.  B.  AXDEBSON  &  Co. 

Hf»ii.  S.  U.  Maijx)ry, 

Sivretary  of  the  Naiyy. 

lEudaracniciiL] 

Mr.  Tidhull  will  sor  Secretary  of  War.     If  ho  will  order  the>ie  jjnns, 
we  will  send  them  to  Apttlachicohi  to  defend  the  place,  with  ollicers  etc. 

8.  R.  k 


Orihr  oftfie  comrtui/ndanU  navy  yard^  Go»p<irt^  U*  MldMpjnan  Triay, 
C*,  S.  Navy,  t^t  proceed  to  Neiv  f)ri^anjt  ifi  charge  of  irarmportation 
of  guns. 

Navy  Yard,  (tosport,  September  16,  ISGl. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  directed  to  take  char^fe  of  the  i^nnis,  et4r.,  a  li^t 
of  which   will  he  furnished  to  you.  and  proceed  without  deliiy  with 
thoni  t*»  New  Orleans,  where,  on  your  arrival,  you  will  report  to 
Captain  (».  N.  llollin^t,  coinnmndinjtf  the  station. 

After  the  i>erforniatice  of  Ihin  duty  you  will  lo.se  no  time  in  ;,'ettinu 
to  Ai>alachicola,  in  t>lMHlicme  to  your  ox*<ici*b  from  the  L)i;purtn»ent. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  Forrest. 
Midshipman  Danl.  Trioo. 


i/rdiTofthe  ctnn/timnilant^  navyyard^  Oo»p<rrt^  to  Commander  Fairfwr^ 
C  S,  Navyy  to  fnrniih  facUUiea  f(rr  tfte  tranitpitrt<Ui&n  ofyuntf. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  September  SfO,  ISO/. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  G(H)rge  T.  Sinclair  has  received  orders  from  Mr. 
Mallory  to  take  charj^e  of  iind  forward  to  Captain  llollins.  at  New 
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Orlcjin?*,  such  rifled  oruns  as  nie  now  ready  for  service,  with  ftuthority 
to  apiwiut  tMijisportHtiun  aj^ent^  to  tuko  utein  to  their destiimtion.  ami 
also  to  forward  siuli  other  i^jiiiis  as  may  he  eoiisij^jued  to  that  otficer, 
together  with  shot,  shell.  e(|ui]>nu'ntH,  nrojeetiles,  ete. 

1  on  will  1h'  pleased,  in  ejhedienee  to  tiiose  instriiotions,  to  jpve  Lieu- 
tenant Sinclair,  through  ( ■aptaiii  Petei-s,  the  necessary  facilities.     You 
will  reserve  three  of  tiie  rith'(t  ^^uns  in  the  yard  fur  the  armament  of 
the  J^UiSy  Btutifort^  and  J^itvurdn. 
Very  reapectfully, 

F.   FORSEST. 

Coraiiiander  Fairfax. 


Order  of  Br l^aduT- General  Hehert,  C.  S.  Army^  autfu/risliw  Con\- 
inmuUT  Hunter^  Q,  S.  JVix/vt/^  to  eniphty  ve8sei*i  for  the  dtje^^e  of 
Gahcston. 

MiUTAiiY  Depaktment  OF  Texas,  SepUtnhtT  2 1 ^  1861, 
Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  aligned  tospe<'ial  duty  on  the 
coa^tof  Texas,  is  authorized  to  employ  in  the  semce  of  the  Confed- 
erate Strtte*i  such  light-draft  vessels,  propelled  hv  slejun  or  otherwise, 
as  may  be  deemed  neeesHary  foi-  tlie  defense  <ff  rtalveston  Harlwr  and 
adjiU'ent  coast,  the  trans]K>rtation  of  troo{)LS,  ordnance,  lunniuniliou, 
and  supplies,  etc.,  said  transjwrts  to  he  engaged  on  the  liettt  tenas 
|M>SBihle  to  thH(TOvernment  of  the  Confederate  Stiites. 

Oipt«in  Hunter  is  also  authorized  (o  employ  such  coinMiandei-s, 
mates,  engineers^  seamen,  and  deck  bauds  as  the  service  in  his  judgment 
may  requii-e. 

P.  O.  H<^.BEwr, 
Brigadier-  OenertU^  Provisiojial  Army.,  Coiudy.  Depi.  of  TeJeas. 


RiiMiMONP,  September  ^^  186L 
Turn  over  a  rifled  32-pounder  to  Uenei-ai  Twiggs. 

S.  K.  Mallort, 
/Secretary  of  the  J/itwy. 
Geo.  N,  Holuns,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  fjommando/ftt^  wotv//  ^tettion^  New  OrU'an*^  to  Lwult-nant 
Dozi'er^  i\  S.  Na^y,  for  the  prepanUion  of  tlie  C.  S*  S,  J\tmlicofor 
tictive  acrei-ee. 

Commandant's  OmcE, 
Netv  Orleuna^  September  S3,  2S(tl. 
Sir:  You  will  get  the  steamer,  under  your  coaitnand.  ready  for 
service  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Your  services  are  required  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  repel  the 
enemy,  and  I  trust  in  your  conrtdenee  and  activity  to  get  the  «tenmer 
ready  for  seiTice  as  soou  ad  ptacticablc. 
Itespectfully, 

Geo.  N.  Hot.mns, 

Commttndcnt, 
ieutcnaut  C-ommandiag  W.  G.  Dozier, 

a  S.  S.  PamluxK 
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Agreement  *\f  TTtntston  Xiivi^ation  Vom/Miny  regarding  tke  charter  of 
oettneiH  for  ifw  Cifiiftdt^rate  (ritvcrntiu'tU, 

(lAiA'ESTON,  Septefvfier  ^3,  1S61. 

Wh  (artin^  for  tbu  association  known  a.x  tbp  Houwton  Navi^tion 
Comjmny)  ]>i«»poso  to  clmrter  to  tlu'  Omfwlcnite  States*  Government 
Ih !*«'*!  of  our  st4»aiuers.  viz,  LHana^  liuytm  Vity^  and  Neptune  No.  ^,  on 
ihf  following  terms: 

(The  (iovertiiiiL'iit  »iH.sutning  all  risk  of  their  lo8«  ariKing  from  burn- 
ing or  capture  by  the  enemy  or  by  navigating  in  any  waters  more 
hazardouH  than  voyages  to  Houston  from  Galveston  by  the  usual  rout<», 
rating  the  value  to  be  paid  for  in  ease  of  Iosh  of  eueb  l>oat  at  3^2o,(KH.).j 

For  ^7,5(M)  pfr  month  for  earh  J>oat— we  furnishing  them  fuel  ana 
crew  and  provi-sions  for  crew— the  charter  to  l>e  for  not  less  than  one 
month  and  to  continue  for  whole  months  if  rontinued  beyond  one 
month,  and  in  cnne  of  contemplated  dismissal  wc  shall  have  ten  dayti' 
notice  of  such  inti^ntion  in  udvant^^. 

Or  we  will  charter  all  or  any  one  or  two  of  the  above-mentioned 
l)oat8  for  iJ»4,*HM>  per  month  (the  condition  a^^out  notice  t<t  apply  in  this 
ttane  too) — the  Government  paying  all  the  expenses  of  cr*^w,  fuel,  and 
provisions — vn.-  having  Julie  appointment  <»f  crews  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  a  captain,  a  tirst  engineer,  a  second  engineer,  a  striker,  a  watch- 
man, a  cook.  »  cabin  l>ov,  four  iiremen.  and  two  deck  hands;  or  we 
will  sell  tlic  three  boats  for  §70,000,  or  cither  of  them  for  $2»,0U0. 

In  case  of  charttir  being  at^ccpted,  the  bouts  are  not  to  carry  giina 
for  offensive  operations. 

B.  A.  SlIKPHERD. 

F.  W.  Smith. 
John  II.  Stkhrktt. 

[TelegniiD.  1 

a 

KicnMOND,  September  £5,  1861, 
1  can  not  spare  any  rifled  cannon  for  New  Orleans.  You  have  one 
transferr»Hl  from  Ht>llins.  Have  the  others  ritled  as  fast  as  possible 
at  the  Now  Ork'unH  foundries.  There  are  but  two  large-sized  rifled 
gims  received  at  Savannah,  and  twelve  rifled  tieldpieces.  The  coast  of 
Georgia  will  be  attacked  in  a  few  days,  and  I  cau  not  withdniw  gims. 
I  have  ajjpoiiitiHl  Miuislield  Lovell  a  brigjidier-genei-al,  and  ordered 
him  tn  New  Orleans.  He  will  Ivc  with  you  this  week.  Have  ordered 
lo  more  tons  of  sultpeler  from  Augusta  tx>  New  Orleans,  and  loo 
barrels  of  cauuou  [wwder  from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans,  and  50  l>ar- 
rels  to  Mobile. 

J.  P.  Bknjamtk, 
Acting  Secrtiary  of  War. 
Geneml  D.  E.  Twiggs, 

Ntto  Orleiins, 
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Order  of  the  commandant^  naval  station^  New  Orleawt,  to  Lievtenant 
Dozier^C.  S.  Navy,  to  state  cause  of  dday  hi  preparation  ofth^CS.S. 
Pamlico. 

Commandant's  Office, 
New  Orleann^  September  ^6,  1S61. 
Sir:  Report  in  writing  the  caase  of  delay  of  the  vessel  under  your 
command  not  I)eing  ready  for  service. 
Respectfully, 

Geo.  N.  Hoixins, 

Cojnmandant. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Dozier, 

a  S.  S.  PamUco, 


Letter  from  Major  ForaJiey^  O.  S.  Army^  to  Captain  Hunter^  C.  S. 
Navy,  tnujijeHting  meainf  f/r  the  captwre  of  the  U.  S.  sch4xyner  Sam. 
Ilou^tmi,  m  Brazos  Mi'ver. 

Velasco,  Sunday,  September  29, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Sam.  HouHton  is  cruising  i;pund  the  mouth  of  the 
Brazos  in  a  very  impertinent  manner  and  picking  up  our  salt  vessels 
as  they  come  in.  Friday  evening  she  took  one  nearly  under  our  jaws, 
and  wantonly  scuttled  and  sunk  her.  I  write  to  suggest  that  a  steamer, 
such  as  one  of  those  of  Doering,  could  be  brought  through  the  cranal 
into  the  lirazos  at  night  and  concealed  in  the  woods  some  2  miles  up 
thii  Brazos  and  at  a  proper  signal  run  out  and  capture  the  Ifounton. 
We  have  a  pivot  gun,  12-pound  howitzer,  whiA  could  easily  l>e 
mounted  on  the  steamer,  and  thus  equal  the  armament  of  the  JltrnMim. 

If  not  too  much  pressed  for  time,  I  wish  you  would  visit  Velasco 
and  see  for  yourself. 

Respectfully,  yours,  « 

C.  G.  FORSHEV, 

En/jineer  Coaitt  Defense,  C.  S.  Army. 
Captain  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

P.  S. — This  note  will  introduce  Major  J.  H.  Herndon,  a  citizen  of 
Velasco  and  i)hinter  of  the  vicinity,  deeply  interested  in  our  coast 
defenses,  and  a  member  of  our  committee.     He  will  confer  with  you. 

C.  G.   FORSUEY. 

Letter  from  (»jfirrr>i  (f  the  Marine  G\mrd  to  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S. 
Navy^  rexjarding  tluit  rrrgamzation . 

Galveston,  October  ^,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  As  some  misunderstanding  appears  to  have  occurred  as  to 

the  utility  of  the  company  known  as  the  Marine  Guard,  and  the  object 

for  which  it  was  organized,  1  most  respectfully  sulmiit  to  you  a  copy  of 

the  terms  on  whith  it  was  accepted  by  General  Sherman,  then  military 

commander  of  this  place,  viz:  "  Be  it  known  that  we,  the  undersigned., 

do  hereby  agree  to  form  a  company  to  be  known  as  the  Galveston 

Marine  Guard,  for  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Galveston  and  the  coast 

'^he  island.^'     At  the  time  this  company  was  organized  there  was  no 

iderate  oflicer  here,  and  the  military  defenses  of  this  city  but 
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comniPTifpd,  anri  then,  a.s  now.  there  was  the  usual  excitement  and  fear 
(jf  liti  !iii!i]t»diiitf' attack  bein^  made  on  (Jalvi'ston.  The  members  of 
Ihi.s  t(mii>atiy  bcintr  (with  few  oxeeptioiirs)  a\\  s*'amt'n  and  in  the  active 
piii>i»it  of  th*'ii*  profrwion,  some  nuniimndiny:  and  othors  manning  the 
nunicrouH  wmall  craft  on  the  coast  and  in  the  bay,  could  not  Ik?  all 
(HvsRiit  at  one  tiniH  for  drill  or  any  other-  |)urpoHH.  This  (Xirtion  of 
our  L'itizcn.s  arc  indispinsablo  1o  conduct  the  tnule  and  transiKnliition 
of  produce  and  y^ooils  to  and  from  Galvi'slun  and  the  adjacent  country. 
A  ^'ood  many  of  our  compniiy  have  joined  the  regular  Mervicc,  mostly 
in  the  ciivnlry,  thfi  nalunil  aversion  nailoiv  have  to  btiing"  put  on  a  {mr 
with  (soldiers  inducing;;  them  to  do  so;  mom-  than  adoxen  prime  seamen 
have  done  so  this  week.  The}^  think  themselves  :tH  goo<i  seamen  and 
(intiLlcd  to  as  much  compeii^tion  as  any  employed  in  the  Coufcd- 
orato  s(M*vice  at  other  places. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thoh,  H.  Kino, 
Vaptaht  Mariiii'  (runrdt*. 

Thomah  Stkfiiknh, 

/Vrx/  Lit'HtetwtU, 

KOBERT    WhITINO, 

Second  Lieutenant, 
Commander  Hvntbb, 

Cwnmandiny  Naval  Optfrathfis^  Galveston^  Tex. 


ITelegTftDi.j 

Nkw  Obleans,  October  4^  1S61, 
Bla<*k  Kf^publicans  tL'Jsemliling  a  fleet  at  Head  of  the  PiLsses.  The 
RU'htnond^  i\  sloop  of  war,  a  schooner,  a  captured  pilot  l>oat,  and  the 
Wattyr  WItr.h.  wcr**  there  yejsterday  evening,  I  will  send  some  powder 
and  reinforcemenls  to  ('olonel  \^.  K.]  Duncan  immediately,  ido  not 
tlirnk  Fort  Jiu'kson  is  the  point  limit  will  be  uttacUtHl.  I  will  trytol)e 
reatlv  to  meet  them  at'all  ]x>ints. 

n.  K.  Twiuos. 
Secretart  of  WAiE- 


Letter  fn/rn  J.  K.  Murrcll^  r.w/.,  to  Hon.  C.  J.  McRae^  vffermg  th*f 
is/>arn'*/tf(7i/j}  MonsernUsjor  MtfTvice  under  the  Gtwernfneni, 

MoBiLK,  <M4)her  7,  1S6L 
Dear  Sir:  With  reference  to  our  conversation  in  regard  to  the 
Spanish  ship  Mnnarrrate^  due  at  Havana  from  Liverpool,  to  wait  oinlers 
from  her  owners  in  New  Orleans,  Spanish  subjects,  and  the  owner 
here,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederacy,  1  l)eg  to  state,  as  the  husband  of 
said  ship  and  with  the  full  consent  of  all  the  owners,  who  leave  her 
entire  management  to  mc,  that  if  she  can  Ite  of  any  service  in  Havana 
in  any  way,  either  in  taking  cargoes  to  Matainoras  for  our  (iovern- 
ment  or  otherwise,  I  will  hold  her  in  Havana  ready  to  be  employed  by 
our  Government  in  such  service  on  the  m<»st  reasonable  l4'rms,  |>ayab|c 
in  the  Government  l)onds  or  other  obligations  of  the  Government,  as 
mav  bo  most  convenient. 

The  MtHtMcrrttte  is  a  fa*it  sailer,  of  7ui  tons  l)urdcn,  built  of  locust 
and  oak  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  stands  well  with  the  underwriters, 
[they]  insuring  cargo  equal  to  A I  bottoms. 


I 
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Should  the  Government  have  employment  for  the  MonserrtUe^  I 
would  immediately  transmit  the  necessary  orders  to  her  captain  at 
Havana. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Jos.  £.  MUBREU^ 

Hon.  C.  J.  McRae, 

Present. 


Agreement  rega/rdmg  the  services  of  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht, 

Galveston,  Tex.  ,  October  9^  1861, 
The  undersigned  do  hereby  agree  to  furnish  for  the  use  and  services 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  my  schooner,  the  Royal  Yacht^ 
her  apparel,  boats,  etc.,  and  to  supply  her  with  a  crew,  all  told,  not 
less  tnan  fifteen  good  Hcamen,  ana  in  every  way  to  provide  for  the 
pay  and  maintenance  of  them,  and  there  shall  bo  no  claim  of  any  of 
them  on  the  Confederate  States  for  services  or  rations;  and  I  do  fur- 
ther obligate  mynelf  to  perform  such  service  with  said  vessel,  her 
boats  and  crew,  as  I  may  be  directed  to  do  by  the  legitimate  authority 
of  the  Confederate  States,  for  the  compensation  of  ^l,350T)er  month 
from  the  day  of  the  acceptance  of  this  agreement  by  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

Thos.  Chubb. 
By  order  of  General  Hubert,  C.  8.  Army: 
I  accept  for  the  Confederate  States  the  aoove  agreement. 

W.   W.  HUNTEK. 

Commuinder^  C.  S.  Nofo^. 


Agreetn^-nt  of  the  crew  (f  schooner  Royal  Yacht  to  serve  for  the  defense 

of  GalvesUm. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  October  10^  1861, 
We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  agree  to  serve  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  and  be  subject  to  the  naval  laws  of  the  same,  for  the 
defense  of  Galveston  and  the  adjacent  coasts,  for  which  we  now  freely 
volunteer;  our  compensation  and  rations  to  be  furnished  by  the  party 
chartering  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht, 

T.  Chubb.  Peter  McGenitt. 

J.  Davidson.  John  Kelley. 

Thos.  C.  Saunders.  George  Baker. 

I.  E.  Davidson.  J.  B.  Rodgers. 

J.  Greenough.  R.  Readman. 

A.  Snow.  Jacob  Franzes. 

H.  N.  Duble.  M.  Webb. 

Michael  D.  Connell. 


Ltitterfroni  Captain  King^  oftheMofrine  Chiards^  to  Comrnander  HuTiter^ 
C.  S.  Navy^  offering  the  services  of  that  organization, 

Galveston,  October  11^  1861, 
Dear  Sir:  The  company  known  as  Marine  Guards,  in  Galveston, 
untarily  offer  their  servicer  to  you  at  anytime  you  require  them, 
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and  (if  in  your  power)  would  like  to  have  a  piece  of  ordnfttu'o  fur- 
nisliod  tho  rumpany  to  drill  with,  ao  aa  to  be  ofticlent  when  ciilled  on 
for  actual  sprvicc. 

Yourti,  respectfully, 

Thomas  B.  Kino, 
Captain  Marino  Guards^ 
ComniHiider  IIuisteb,  C  S.  Navy, 


Letter  from  Brigadd^- General  Ileheii,^  C,  S.  Artny.  to  Convmander 
JIu7iter^  C.  S.  Nwi*y^  irwiting  a  conferenco  regarding  th^  sUam^r 
Oeneral  Ru^k. 

Friday,  October  J 1^  1861. 
My  Dkar  Str:  Upon  rpflootian  1  wnuld  ?*u^'^i'8tthat  the  J2n^^\  if  in 
danger  of  getting  aj^roitnd,  slioiild  for  tlie  pr4'sent  he  nlactid  in  deep 
water  and  Hiihject  to  further  luoveiaenttf.     1  would  be  pleased  to  talk 
with  you  on  the  suhjett  again. 

To-morrow,  Saturday,   I  go  up  on   tho  railroad   to  exftuiine  the 
C'n*und  for  an  cn(:ann)nient  of  troops  to  guard  tho  a])pr<iache«  by 
launehefs,  referred  to  by  you  on  our  last  exauiinutiou  of  the  map. 
Ver}*^  rebpectfully,  your  obedient  ijervant» 

P.  O.  H(:3ERT, 

Briyadier'  General,. 
Comiuander  W.  W.  Hukter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Meport  of  Major  Bmoen,  C  S.  Army^  turning  over  the  crewn  of  the 
captured  doops  WlUi<tvi  Batty  and  Lyman  Ihtdley, 

HKAIKiUARTKKe   FOKT    BrOOKE, 

TnnqHi,  Ffa.,  OeU^ber  16,  1861. 

Dkar  Sir:  After  my  complimentary  regards,  permit  me  to  report 
for  your  orders  13  prisonei's  of  war,  capturwl  under  my  command  on 
the  luth  afid  11th  of  this  month,  being  the  crew  of  the  sloops  WilHam 
Bofttj  and  Luman  DudU-y,  sailing  uncier  the  Amencan  <-oIorH  (stars  and 
stripes),  witn  |mpers  from  Key  West,  with  licprwe  to  engage  in  tho 
fishery  on  the  Florida  coast  and  sujiply  the  Key  We.stjiiarket with 
the  same.  The  sloops  are  of  the  lirst  class,  well  rigged,  and  in  good 
order.     One  measures  65^1  tons;  tho  other,  56|]|  tons. 

The  sloops  have  been  duly  turned  over  to  the  prize  commissioner  as 
legal  prizes  to  the  Confederate  iStates,  and  the  prisoners  are  detained 
In  safe  custody  for  your  disposal;  and  in  consequence  of  the  inconven- 
ience and  difficult}'  of  subsisting  troops  at  this  post,  I  hope  you  will 
order  the  prisoners  to  be  sent  to  some  other  place  or  disposed  of  in 
some  other  manner  as  soon  as  pi-acticable. 

With  deep  regret  for  your  ill  health,  and  with  due  regard  to  your 
orders,  I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

W.  L.  L.  BowEN, 
MajoTy  Commanding  Military  ^orc&iy  Tampa  Bay. 

Brigadier-General  Joh?j  B.  GraysoNj- 

Covimandiny  Middle  and  J£aist  Ft-orida^ 
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The  sloops  WtUmtn  Bnltt/  aud  Lyitmn  IhifRf^f/  are,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowlonjri^  and  I«»li('f,  tno  propoih'  of  William  11.  Wall  ^Jt  Co,,  of 
Kov  AVcst.  They  have  lx»on  soizcd  at  Tampa  i5tiy  l>y  tho  milit^in*  for 
saifing  undiT  the  Federal  colors  and  with  papers  from  Kev  \Vertt, 
Havhijr  W'vu  ill  the  oniploymcut  of  Mei«*rs.  William  H.  Wall  &  Co. 
for  Kpveral  v^'ars,  1  know  th4»ni  t*)  be  true  Sonthom  nioii,  and  have 
larecly  aidncl  the  Confedei'ate  cause. 

WiUiiuu  rinkney,  one  of  the  Hrm,  ha^  taken  the  United  Stat-es  oath 
under  durcMS  on  the  island,  hut  Nijrncd  the  ordinance  of  serossion. 
The  permission  for  their  vessels  to  sail  under  th<?  Federal  Hag  is  only 
to  keep  him  from  seizure  and  iiuprisonment. 

Ohak.  Antonio. 


lYgardhiij  tht' jHjsltUfn  tustmuudhy  ifmt  VfuSfrL 

Schooner  Doixjk, 
Off  Ti^d  F/'^/i  Hiir^  [  Cith^^t^m  liny],  Oi^Uinr  19,  IMSl. 

Siu:   I  send  a  boat  up  this  morning  to  obtain  pqiers,  letters,  etc 
and  attend  to  other  htiMnoss. 

1  hnvo  taken  a  position  between  tlu^  light-house  and  canal,  and  act 
according  to  the  insti  uctions  you  Imve  given  me. 

I  shall  attend  cheerfully  any  duty  *»r  orders  you  will  give  mo. 
Very  rcsjM^ctfully,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

William  F.  Rooebs. 


Captain  W.  W.  Hcntek,  C  S.  Navv, 

Vommamlhuj  VfHMt  Defen«&i  of  Tt 


Defen*e4  of  Texas^  Galveston^ 


Report  of  Lit^uf tenant  Fry^    t'.   S,   yiin/,   rttmuminJifnf  C.  S,   S*    Irt/, 
rrijtu'il'nuj  thr  i^mdliUm  *{f  th>    Frih-rol  hlockarlf. 

a  S.  8.  Ivy, 
New  OrU'tinjs,  Orfoher  ifti?,  1S6I, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  yest*M*ilay,  enrU>singc*'rUiin  (picstions  res|M'rling  the  etliciency 
of  the  bhHkmle.  1  am  ?»ot  infornjed  as  to  the  eondition  or  operations 
of  the  blfM'kading  f<)rce  t^>  a  date  prior  to  the  *J5th  of  August,  but 
since  that  time  there  has  always  U^en  at  least  one  war  vessel  at  eiu-h  of 
the  passes,  Pass  a  I'Out th,  Sfjutli  East  I'juss.  and  South  West  Pass,  except 
upon  two  oecasions.  One  of  these  was  on  the,  arrival  of  the  French 
war  st-eamer  Lai:oiMei\  when,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  arnving 
during  the  night  at  South  West  Pass,  she  found  no  war  vessel  present, 
and  could  have  entered  without  the  knowledge  of  the  enemy  could  she 
have  gotten  a  pilot. 

On  the  following  morning,  al>out  5  a.  m.,  the  tender  Water  Witch  is 
said  to  have  oommunieatea  with  him,  and  desired  the  presence  of  the 
Frenchman  at  Pass  a  TOntre.  At  Pass  a  TOutre  the  yVnt^r  Wifrh 
appeared,  having  left  South  Weet  Pass  Rir  again  free,  and  coinnnini- 
cated  with  the  senior  officer  present,  Captain  Pope,  of  the  Jiiihinond^ 
who  signalized  to  the  Vmc&nnen^  which  vcjisel  left  her  station,  accom- 
panied by  the  Wtit^^r  WUch^  for  South  West  Pass,  thus  lea\'ing  South 

*  Fornierlv  V.  8.  Fevenaa  cutter. 
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East  Piws  free  for  Hin'«nil  ilavn  arui  nij^hts,  duriiiji;  whit^h  tiiue,  hs  T 
n*jx>rtcd  to  you,  anyone  of  a  <lnzen  stoamerfl  in  port  mipht  have  gone 
t«  sea. 

From  tho  12th  to  the  14th  instant.  Pass  h  I'Outre  and  South  East 
Push  \mys  liuve  hcoii  free,  oh  th**  enemy  had  oceupied  the  Head  of  the 
Piisjses  instead  of  the  Imr.s  and,  havinji:  l)een  i^jnominiouHh'  expelled 
and  panic-Htricken,  left  that  bar  open  for  the  |)eriod  indicated  and  for 
some  time  after,  only  ocea?iiomdly  appearing  there. 

The  leaving  of  the  tSmnfyr  is  notorumn,  and  I  doubt  not  tho.  tiles  of 
the  ruHtoin-hou.se  will  .show  that  at  least  one  vesiuel,  if  not  more,  haf$ 
entered  the  |>ort  since  notice  of  the  blockade  was  i98ue<I. 

The  French  .-^luop  of  war  Laronter  entered  South  AVe.st  Pass  bar  on 
the  nijjht  of  the  '22d  t>f  8eptemlH!r,  and  came  round  to  Parf.s  a  I'Outre 
on  the  morning  of  the  liil-id. 

I  am,  Hir,  very  respectfully, 

■  .ToaEPH  Fry, 
Lieutenant,  Cominandiny. 
Flag-Officer  G.  N.  IIoi.uns, 

Ctnanntndlntf  Xaval  Station.^  New  Orl^tans* 


OriUr  (Nv.  67)  of  Briyadier-Genertd  Hehert,  C\  8.  Army^  r^jardin^ 
ratiji^xtthn  of  contractH  and  chnrfi'rtt. 

Military  DErABTMENT  of  Texas, 

Oalve^ton,,  October  28^  1861. 
1.  Major  S.  Maclin.  chief  (juartormaater  Department  of  Texas,  will 
ratify  the  contrael-s  and  chartern  entered  into  by  Conunander  \V.  W. 
Hunter,  C  S.  Navy,  in  charge  of  naval  harl>or  defeases,  the  same  to 
be  paid  when  fundri  arc  availalde  for  the  purix>He. 

*J.  Conaiiander  Miiuter  will  furniMh  Major  MacUn.  chief  quarter- 
niiLster,  with  certitied  copies  of  the  contnuts  and  charters  entered  into 
by  him  in  ot^edience  to  orders  ffoni  tho  headquarters  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

By  comiimnd  of  Brigadier-Geuenil  P.  O.  H<5bert,  eominunding  MUi- 
tary  Department  of  Texas: 

Samuel  Boybr  Davis, 
Major  and  Actimj  Amistant  Adjutant- General, 


^ 


Letter  froifi  Co/nt/umder  Jlantery  C\  S.  NavUy  to  Oeiieral  Iliheriy 
C.  iST  Ariny^  nur/t/r/ttinf/  that  the  McktHmer  Tlt^iry  Dadtj*  he  kept  in 
state  of  efficiency  for  ser&iee  in  Oc*nfederate  Navy. 

Galveston,  Tmx.y  October  31, 1861. 

The  immediate  nece-swity  <ff  providing  for  the  C  8.  schooner  Henry 
/>fwA/(.  renders  it  proj>er  that  I  should  address  you. 

It  i.s  known  to  you  that  the  llt^nry  JJod^je  is  a  light-tlmft  schooner, 
with  a  centerlxmrd,  built  esi>eeially  for  service  in  slioal  wati^rs,  such 
as  ure  adjacent  to  this  island,  and  that  she  is  armed  with  a  H-pounder 
gun  on  a  pivot  and  supplied  with  small  arms  and  ammunition  com- 
plete for  a  vessel  of  her  claws. 

1  hiivp  to  state  that  the  conduct  and  ])alrintisni  of  her  pre.senl  eom- 

niari<lcr,  Kogers,  was  mainly  instrumental   in  placing  her  in  the  ik>s- 

sessiou  of  the  Confederate  Government.     The  Ilenry  Dodya  was  seized 
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by  the  State  of  Texas  and,  in  common  with  all  United  States  property, 
was  turned  over  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States.  Tne 
Dodge  was  in  the  Revenue  Service  of  the  United  States.  No  analo- 
gous service  has  been  as  yet  instituted  under  our  young  Government 
and  therefore  Captain  Rogei's  and  his  vessel  have  not  oeen  regularly 
assigned  to  any  department  under  it.  She  is  the  property  of  the  Con- 
federacy, is  an  armed  vessel,  furnished  with  officers  and  crew,  and 
is  therefore  available  for  aei'vice  as  such  and  may  be  useful  in  the 
defenses  of  this  coast,  and  her  armament  and  crew  is  a  military 
acquisition. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  you  that  I  deem  the  further  maintenance  of 
the  Doage^  officered,  armed,  and  manned  as  she  is,  a  part  of  the  defenses 
of  this  coast  which  should  not  be  dispensed  with.  With  that  view, 
mav  I  suggest  that  3'ou  will  direct  that  her  officers  and  crew  be  rationed, 
and  that  the  vessel,  as  she  is,  be  kept  in  her  present  state  of  efficiency  ? 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Coinmandar,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Geneml  P.  O.  H^:bert,  C.  S.  Army. 


Oi'derofthe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Coimnander  llimter^  C.  S,  Navy^ 
far  an  examinatiim  aiid  report  mi  the  schooner  Henry  Dodge. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Departrnent^  Mlchrnmid^  Nn^einher  2,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo  has  been  received. 
You  will  examine  the  cutter  Dodge  and  ascertain  for  what  sum  she 
can  be  put  in  good  order  by  contract. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mai-lory, 
Se<rreiary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  W.  Hunter,  C.  fS.  Navy, 

GaloeHon^  Tex. 


Special  ordi'f  {No.  80)  of  BrigadUr-Gineral  Jldfert^  C.  S.  Anny^  fo 
rcitpond  to  tdgnal  of  Federal  hlochad'mg  vemel. 

Military  Department  of  Texas, 

Galveston,  Novemhei'  2?,  1801. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  will  respond  to  signal 
from  blockading  vessel. 

Bv  order  Brigadier- General  P.  O.  Hubert: 

W.  H.  Nichols, 

Actiny  A/4^^d<- Vamp. 

Special  ordrr  {No.  87)  of  Brigadier-  General  Jlelnirt,  0.  S.  Army.,  align- 
ing Coinnumdrr  Hunter,  V.  S.  Navy.,  to  command  at  Galreatfm. 

m 

Mn^TARY  Dei'artment  of  Texas, 

GalecKtfm,  Nortinhcr  ^,  1801. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  is  assigned  to  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  naval  defenses  of  tliie  port  of  Galveston,  and  of 
all  vessels  in  the  employ  of  the  Government. 
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By  cji-iIlt  of  lirij^dit'i-CieiiLTal  1*.  O.  Hobcrt,  commandicjf  Military 
Depwrt4iitjut  of  Tuxa-s: 

Samuel  Hoter  Davis, 
Majm' and  Acthitj  Assistanf  Atijutant' General. 


Letter  frtfin  Jirigitdler- General  Ueb&ri,  C.  S.  jlrmy^  Ut  Vmnmander 
Hunter^  C.  S.  Na^yy^  rerjardiju/  ths  jtrocurinff  of  a  craft  f&f  special 
service. 

HBAix^uAitTEiw  Military  Departmknt  ok  Texas, 

Sik:  I  mil  iIl^tmc!tn(l  by  the  coniiniindiiiij  j^enerwl  to  eiu|uire  of  you 
whether  any  craft  can  be  proiiin-d  siiitablt-  for  a  tiattery  of  two  guns, 
to  lu!  plat'ctl  near  the  cenU-'r  of  the  milroad  brirlgi^? 

I  hnvo  the  honor  to  be,  vorj'  reHpeutfully,  your  obedipnt  stTvant, 

Samuki.  l^VER  Davjs, 
Major  atid  Acting  AmUtant  Adjutmif-  Oerurral, 

CJouiinun<l«r  W.  W.  Hlntek,  C.  8.  Navy, 

C'</tfiniandin*/  Naval-  De/ertttt^jf,  Oaloestotu 


latter  fn/tn  Brtijiiditrr-Genei*al  U^hert^  C.  S.  Army,  to  Commander 
J/unf.et\  (l  S.  A'ftPt/^  refjardhig  thtj  ti^cessity  ttf  defending  the  RoU- 
OTJtv,  Oalvaftnn  Bay. 

Hkaim^hahtkiw  Militauv  Department  of  Texas, 

GalivsUm,  JVoifcthfter  7,  1861. 
Siii:  Tbo  coiiiiiiaiKUnjr  j^L'iieral  dirot*ts  that  you  make  an  examination 
of  the  Uollovi^r  ami  n'|H)rt  upon  the  practiciiljility  of  launrhcH  beiiij; 
tniiis[)orle(l  aeros.s  it.  and  the  ricceH.iity  of  defenciing  that  point,  and 
the  best  uieana  (»f  effecting  thin. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully ,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Boyeh  Davis, 
Major  and  Actmg  AssUtant  Adjutant- General, 

Comnmuder  W.  W.  Huntek,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Comiuandhuj  Natxtl  Deftu^tfi^  etc. ,  Galvtttttoiu 


Sjfecial  order  (i\o.  100)  of  Brigadier-  General-  Ilebertj  V.   iS»  Artng, 
apj)oifUmg  a  hoard  for  the  jpreparatlmi  of  a  code  of»ignah. 

HEAlKjUARTEKti    MILITARY    DErARTMENT  OF   TeXAS, 

Ga(vt:Mim.  NtjrewbtT  7,  lii6L 
A  hoard,  to  Iw  coinintsed  of  Major  tl.  A,  Cw)k,  battalion  of  artillery; 
Comiiinniier  W.  W.  Hunter,  C  S.  Navy;  t'aptain  A.  S.  liiibui^an, 
battaliiMi  of  artillery;  faiitain  ('.  M.  Ma.son.  luittulion  (»f  artiilerv; 
unci  ('ii[>(Hin  Al.  Menard,  of  the  mrtunted  battalion,  will  convene  in 
Cialveston  on  Monday,  11th  November,  at  H)  o\lock  n.  in.,  for  the 
purpose  of  e.staltli^hin^a  code  of  i^ignalt$  between  Holivar  Point,  Peli- 
can Spit,  and  Fort  Point. 
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By  order  of  Brigadier-General  P.  O.  Hubert,  conunanding-  Military 
Department  of  Texas: 

Samuel  Boter  Davis, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutan-t-  General, 


Order  of  Flny- Officer  H(dlhi»^  C.  S.  Na'&y,  to  Acting  Midshipman 
Swain^  O.  S.  Navy^  to  report  on  hoard  the  0.  S.  S.  Pandico, 

Commandant's  OmcE,  Naval  Station, 

Neit)  Orl&init^  IJi. ,  November  ISt  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  on  board  C.  S.  gunboat  Pamlico  and  report 
for  duty  to  Lieutenant  Comoianding  W.  G.  Dozier. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-Oficer. 
Acting  Midshipman  Edward  A.  Swain,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Note. — When  the  vessel  returned  from  a  cruise,  I  went  aboard,  but 
the  captain  was  ashore;  so  I  left  my  card  and  came  away. 

E.  A.  S. 


Special  order  (No.  119)  of  Brigadier- Oene^ral  Hebert^  C.  S.  Army, 
regarding  ■nteanure.s  against  surprise  hy  the  enemy  in  harbor  and  hay 
of  Galvestmi. 

Heaimjuarters  Military  Department  of  Texas, 

Galvestmi^  November  7^,  1861. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  will  take  measures  to  guard 
against  any  suiprisc  hy  the  enemy  in  the  harbor  and  bay  of  Galveston. 
His  attention  is  directed  to  the  niilroad  bridge.  He  will  report  to  the 
commander  of  the  niilitarv  district  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
svstem  of  altirrn  signals  with  the  forces  on  tne  island  and  at  Virginia 
I^oint. 

By  conuuand  of  Brigatlier-General  P.  O.  Hiibert: 

Samuel  Boter  Davis, 
Major  <uid  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Order  of  Comuuinder  Jlnntrr^  C,  S,  Navy^  to  the  eoinniandiiw  officer 
of  the  steo/Ht'r  General  Rusk^  regarding  signals  to  he  iisea  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  November  13,  1861. 
I  hereby  furnish  you  in  writing  with  the  signal  of  ^*genei*al  alarm," 
which  you  are  to  make  after'you  navcsati.stied  yourselfthat  the  enemy 
arc  appioaching  these  watcis.  It  is  this,  viz:  A  gun  fired  from  the 
Ruxk  signities  a  gent^ral  alarm  for  all  the  forces  on  the  island  of  Gal- 
veston and  the  military  jmrts  adjacent,  as  well  as  all  the  vessels  for  its 
defense,  to  be  ready  at  (juarters.  and  the  latter  underwav.  Therefore 
^'ou  will  be  careful  to  be  assured  that  the  signal  of  the  lookout  vessel 
is  pi'opcrly  understood  by  you  to  be  *'that  the  enemy  is  approaching," 
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which  is  to  be  niadt?  by  two  rocKcts  diMflinrfred  iit  hii  int^^nal  of  two 
itiiiiuti's.  Should  you.so(?  a  red  overa  n-iecii  lij'ht  lioistfd  wri>endK'U- 
larly  fntrii  the  lookout  vesaol,  you  will  know  fliot  to  bo  tno  .si^nnl  of 
*'Lookout,  beware." 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Wm.  ^\.  HUNTRU, 

Oomtnandrr^  C.  S.  JVfwy. 
Commander  of  the  Genera].  Rusk. 

P.  8. — Ouk*  nxket  from  tho  i-ailway  brid^  Hijriiities  that  the  enemy 
in  approaehintr  m  that  direction. 

W.  W.  H. 

Letter  from  Commnntier  Ihtnt-er^  C.  S,  iVr»»y,  to  Brigfulier-G^erni 
Jfcheri^  C.  S.  Armt/y  feply^iiig  to  enquiry  reqardlng  th*"  jxmHihilUy  nf 
(he  atmmand  hy  J^ederal  vesaeh  of  ra'dnHid  hrUUj*^  GoU'i'Jiton  Inland, 

Galvestox,  Tex.,  November  ^^  1861. 

In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order  of  this  day  directing  me  to  state 
in  writiny"  the  pmeticability  of  gnnboats  of  Ihecluiisas  are  represented 
to  )>e  in  the  enemy '.s  fleet  being  aide  to  reuteh  iij>osition  in  Gulvesion  liay 
to  eonimuiid  the  bridge  from  Galveston  Inland  to  the  mainland,  1  woul<i 
rer^pectfully  .state  that  a  vessel  drawing  over  8  feet  water  ean  not  get 
wiunii  H  miles  of  the  bridge,  and  one  dmwing  7  feet  water  (■an  get 
within  'Mr  tnih^sof  the  l)ridge  by  either  the  Pelican  or  (Jalveston  Chan- 
nel; If  feet  water  in  high  tides  can  Ijo  tnkon  to  the  bridge.  The  enemy's 
gunlHjats  are  reported  to  draw  from  8  to  It  feet  wat^r;  ho  is,  however, 
represented  to  have  ligliler  draft  .steaun'rH  on  which  guns  may  l»e 
mounted.  Any  vetiwel  rap:ible  of  rros.sing  Galvi-ston  FSar  «»n  pa-ss  at 
very  long  gunboat  range  by  iKjth  Fort  Point  and  Pelican  Spit  to  al>out 
4  miles  arwve  Pelican  Spit. 

The  enemy's  gunboati*  uniy,  therefore,  pass  l)oth  Fort  Point  and 
Pelican  Spit  with  the  lottery  at  present  mounted  thereon.  Although 
all  the  marks  indicating  the  channel  way  into  (iaiveston  \kiy  have  l»oen 
removed,  the  channel  is  well  known  to  many  persons  who  have  Ik'cu 
trading  to  this  place,  and  doubtless  the  enemy  may  have  the  aerviceH 
of  some  of  these. 

J  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunteb, 
('tnnitumder^  C.  JS.  Navy, 

General  P.  O.  H^ert,  C.  S.  Army. 


Speeud  order  (No,  16S)  of  instruct ioua  reffardrmj  jyrotectnm.  for  rail- 
rtMidM'idije.,  O'drefttou  luluud. 

HEAI>gttAKTKHH    Mn.ITAUY    DEPARTMENT   OF  TeXAS, 

OidcfMim,  Nnt^wUr  S3^  ISGl. 
Commander  W.  W,  Huntov,  C  S.  Navy,  will  make  enquiries  a.s  to 
the  practi<'}ibility  of  obtaining  a  Iwirgc  or  vessel  suitable  for  a  floating 
Iwttery  at  the  railroad  briilge,  and  report  to  theao  heodquartoi'S. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  P.  0.  II<^bcrt: 

Saml'el  Boyeu  DaviSj 
Mnjtft'  find  Actiuy  AtstfiMant  Adjutant-  Oetiered, 
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Letter  from  Commander  Hujtter^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  Briaadier- Oeneral 
Rehertj  C.  S.  A-nny,  regarding  t/te  preparation  of  fioa;ting  hattery 
for  the  protection  of  railroad  bridge,  Oalveston  Tsimid. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  Nommber  24-^  1861. 
In  obedience  to  special  order  No.  168,  I  have  made  enquiries  as  to 
the  practicability  or  obtaining  a  barge  or  vessel  suitable  for  a  floating 
battery  at  the  railroad  bridge. 

I  find  that  there  is  no  vessel  which  can  be  obtained  in  this  place 
suitable  for  the  purpose  above  stated,  with  the  exception  of  a  barge 
belonging  to  the  Houston  Navigation  Company,  and  tnis,  Mr.  John  H. 
Sterrctt,  their  agent,  informs  me  can  not  oe  purchased  for  less  than 
$3,500,  or  be  hired  for  less  than  $500  per  month. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm,  W.  Huntee, 
C&tmtiander,  C,  S.  Navy. 
Major  Saml.  Boyer  Davis, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutafit- Genertd. 

To  render  it  habitable  for  soldiers,  the  deck  will  require  some 
calking,  bunks  put  up,  a, cooking  stove  and  water  casks,  and  small 
boat  appended. 

Special  order  {JVo.  177)  of  Brigadier-  General  Ilehert^    C.  S.  Army, 
autJwrizing  the  charter  of  harge  fin' floating  hattery. 

Headquarters  Military  Department  of  Texas, 

Galvestfm,  JVmfemher  25^  1861. 
Commandei  W.  W.  Hunter,  commanding  naval  defenses,  Galveston, 
will  charter  the  barge  alluded  to  in  hi.s  conmumication  of  the  24th 
instant,  provided  she  is  calked  and  put  in  the  good  order  he  may  think 
necosMai'y. 

\\y  orclor  of  Brigadier-General  1*.  ().  H^.bert: 

Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 
Majfyr  and  Acting  AHHiatant  Adjutaiit-Geiieral. 


[Telegram.] 


O'Bannonvtlle,  [Fla.],  Novemher25,  1861— 6 p.  7/i. 
All  continues  quiet;  the  enemy's  ships  keeping  at  safe  distance. 

Braxton  Braou. 
Cieucral  8.  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  Gei\eral.     . 


[Telegram.] 


O'Bannonville,  November  26^  1861 — 6 p.  m. 
The  enemy's  ships  keep  at  a  respectful  distance  and  Fort  Pickens 
preserves  an  ominous  silence.     We  are  read}-  at  all  points. 

Braxton  Brago. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General^  Richrmmd. 
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Letter  fnnn  Brl^fidlfr-iienend  Ifoftf/rt^  V,  .S.  Artnij^  to  Commander 
IIu/i1ei\  C.  S,  Naey^  reyixrtiing  ike  ohHruction  of  upprtHieh  to 
railroad  hridgt: 

HEAiHirxKTERS  Drpaiitmknt  ok  Texas, 

Gidw'stah,  Smfemffer  S7,  186 J.   • 
Sik:  I  iiin  dinu'tecl  Iiy  the  comniamlinjj  genenii  to  instruct  you  to 
cause  the  chunuel  to   bo  obstructed   beyoud  j^un  m»j(e  of  the  rail- 
road ))rid{f«,  if  jKJSsible.     The  yhip  Nancy  qxm\.   be   used   l>y  siiiipiy 
takint^  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resp€ctfull3\  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Botkr  Davis, 
Major  and  Actiny  Anei^tant  Adjnttint- General, 

Commaiidpr  W.  W.  Hunter^  C.  S,  Navy, 

Vrnfimttrijling  Niwal  DefontieSt  Galvestoiu 


Letter  from  Commnndtr  Ilouter^  C,  S,  Navy^  to  Brigadier- General 
lleberi,  C,  S.  Ann;/^  adtunino  lite  etnptoyvi&d  of  tht  aieatner  Neptune 
a^i  a  lookout  in.  place  of  the  aitfoMed  liogal  Yacht, 

Galveston,  Tex.,  Novend}er  Q9^  1861. 

It  is  known  to  you  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  first  importance  touch- 
inj,'  the  defenses  of  Galveston  to  be  timely  apprised  of  the  niovenients 
and  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  diaableiiierit  of  the  lioyol  Vaeht^ 
liitbi'rto  employed  in  that  service,  renders  it  my  cbity  to  call  to  your 
uttoiitioti  the  necessity  of  the  services  of  a  suitabU'  vessel  to  take  her 
place.  The  certaiiitv  and  relerity  f)f  movement  in  all  weather  of  ii 
stmmcr  indicates  smn  a  vessel  as  most  appropriate.  I  would  there- 
fore rcs]>eit fully  suggest  the  charter  of  tne  steamer  Npttmt.,  of  the 
size,  class,  and  ix>\vcr  of  the  Binjtui  ^_V/y,  which  has  been  olfered  to 
you  at  the  siiimc  I'harter  by  which  the  Ii<iy<^7t  City  is  now  employed. 

The  accession  of  troops  to  (ialveston  Island  and  the  neighboring 
parts,  for  whic-h  .s«bsistene«\  comnuinicsition,  and  supplies  can  only 
t)e  bad  hy  water  transportation,  to^ethor  with  the  net;essity  of  a  lookout 
steamer  on  constant  auty,  constrains  me  respectfully  to  sug^gfest  that 
services  of  the  st^'^uncr  N'-jdnuf  h\t  immediately  secured. 
I  am,  very  reai)ectfiilly, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Comviander^  O.  S,  Navy. 

Geaenil  I*.  O.  Hubert,  C.  S.  Army. 


Ord^r  of  Commander  Hunter^  C.  S.  Navy^  U>  Captain  Rogers^  cotn- 
manding  Mchotmer  Henry  Dwlgc^  to  proceed  to  Buffuhf  Baytnt.,  San 
Jaciniv  Hirer. 

Galveston,  Nm^in/nr  25, 1S61. 
Prctceed  with  vessel  toward  Buffalo  Bjiyou.     If  you  can  get  safely 
(without  y-rounding)   inside   of    Clopper^s   Bar,   anchor  in.side   near 
Morgan's  Poiut;  if  not,  be  iu  the  way  that  you  may  l*e  towed  there  by 
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a  HU^mer   l>ound  towunL  the   huyou.      Aniihur  in  deep   water   iifur 
Morjjttirs  Poiut  wharf.     Be  ijuit*^  Huro  that  vou  ilo  not  gvt  Hf^round. 

Wm.  \V.  HuNTKILr 
Comffuittder,  C.   S*  JTavi/. 
Oaptain  Rooers, 

Cunntuimlim/  SchiPtmer  DfHl>gc. 

P.  S. — Take  care  of  your  vesHoI  and  men  and  hor  aniianiflat.      Il4»]x>rt 
to  me  by  the  first  opportunity  all  your  movements. 

Be  iti  readiness,  without  delaying  tho  steamer,  to  he  towed  up, 
should  an  order  be  acut  for  that  purpose. 

W.  W.  H 

R<tport  of  Majvr-Oen0nd  Bnwg^  C,  S,   Ar/n^y^  reganUn^  affalrts  ttff 

PenvtcoUu 

•    Headquarters  Army  op  Pensaoola. 

Nciir  PtuHfurtht,  Fla.^  A^ovtmher  iS9^  1S61, 

Snt:  To  transmit  Home  lettern  to  our  ]»nrtonei*Hof  war,  and  sond  over 
th«  free  negro  iu  my  possession  to  his  friends,  1  yesterday  sent  a  llag 
to  Fort  Pickens,  with  a  e^nimunication  to  Colonel  Brown,  a  copy  of 
whieh  1  enclose,  llq  refused  to  receive  my  communication  or  to  reply. 
and  only  eonsent*?d  to  Uikf  thi^  nt'gro  after  one  of  his  officers  «i>e<*mllv 
waited  on  him  to  reprvsmt  the  uryency  of  the  ease.  Fort  Pickens  is 
not  seriously  injured,  of  course,  iLs  my  fire  was  not  directed  at  the  fort, 
which  is  ours,  but  at  those  inside  ot  it.  The  armament  and  garriwin 
seem  to  ha\ e  suflVicd.     •     •     * 

Yesterday  a  small  boat  attempted  t<»  enter  the  harlsir  from  the 
fleet — a  pnvilci^c  heretofore  acconle<l  theui,  as  our  steamers  were 
allowed  Lo  run  freely  to  the  yard.  We  fii*ed  on  it,  when  the  i*rew  pre- 
cipitately Hl»indone<i  it  and  swam  tishore.  leaving  tlie  boat  to  (lout  off. 
Some  of  our  shots  went  very  near  the  fort,  Init  ihcy  declined  the  invi- 
tation. W'c  infer  they  are  satisfied.  One  of  their  ships,  the  Jhrfftfrd 
[Rlchmond\y  was  towed  otf  yesterday  by  a  gun)>oat,  taus  proving  her 
disability.  Some  operation  is  going  (ni  by  them  far  upSinta  liosa 
Island,  but  wc  can  not  exactly  («njet^tur(\  An  expedition  leaves 
to-day  to  ascertam. 

Captain  Thorn's  company  of  marines,  100  men,  leaves  to-day  for  Vir- 
ginia, by  request  of  the  Sceret»rv  of  the  Navy.     *     •     * 

As  wirly  as  last  spring,  and  frequently  since,  1  Imve  asked  for  some 
young  navy  offici'rs,  but  without  success.  1  have  two  steam  giinlxmts 
c^ommanded  by  landsmen.  A  ritled  ship  gun  promised  for  one  of  them 
souie  weeks  ago  is  not  yet  heai-d  f  i*om. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfixlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bkaxton  Ukaog, 
Major- OeHtfoiy  Vwnmanding. 

Adjutant-Oenerai^  C.  S.  Abht, 

Richmond,   Va, 


Letter  Jrmn  Commander  Ilunt^  C*  S.  Navy^  to  JirigadtW-  (Jt*nera/ 
Ilehert.,  V.  A  Army^  'P'^htg  ntpn-nuitUm  vtHfardiv^  fht?  meantt  nf 
defense  for  the  mouth  of  Trinity  Jiivr^. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  Decewher^^  I86I, 
In  oI)edience  to  your  verbal  order  of  tliis  day,  I  have  obtained  the 
st  information  in  Uiy  power  touching  the  means  <»f  defense  of  the 
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mouth  of  the  Trinity  Kiver.  Tlioro  are  thive  iia.sHpa  into  Triiiitv 
Hivi'r:  two  of  thi'^o  wili  tint  mlmit  tli4>  jussu^r  of  tiitytLiii^  but  snmli 
bouts  ilniwiii^  iilhtul  -2^  h'ol  wiitvr.  niid  these  are  miirb  okstnicted  by 
lu^H  iiiul  fihoals.  The  thin!  and  main  jiass  is  tlit'i>Ligh  a  ranal,  the 
entrance  to  which  wouM  l»e  under  the.jfuns  of  a  battery  plttced  at 
C'haujlHM-sia,  or  the  wune  plaee  taUed  Anahuao.  Throiij^ii  tuis  canal 
thon^  is  ulK)iit44  fei't  water  at  iniraii  tide.  Anahuac  is  on  the  niain- 
hind.  on  tlio  cast  side  of  the  Iniy,  and  there  is  a  jj^ood  road  to  Liberty 
and  BeauuKint.  A  IjatteiT  at  Anahuac,  supported  by  4fMl  infantry, 
would  seeiij  to  be  a  suHirieiit  forcr  to  cotninand  tlii'  entrance  to  Trinity 
River.  A  steamer  suited  to  the  navigation  of  the  entmnce  of  Trinity 
Kiver  would  bo  al>le  to  i-ounnunicatc  with  Liberty,  distant  about  'JS 
miles  hy  Umd  and  ;^(J  to  -iO  by  water.  Navigation  above  Liberty  is 
prHflicalplf  only  in  hijrh  stri^fe  of  water,  which  is  iisiuilly  ab(nit  the 
niidiUe  of  January.  This  condition  of  water  will  admit  of  navigation 
to  Magnolia,  distant  125  mile>s  from  the  town  of  Sabioo.  which  is  dis- 
tant aijout  40  miles  from  Natchitoches,  ou  lied  Kiver. 
1  am,  very  i*ei<|K'ctfuUy, 

Wm.   W.   HuitfTKK, 

V4ytnm(iii/ift\  V.  S.  Nwoy* 
Oenenil  P.  ().  II^ibkkt,  0.  S.  Army. 


tippr&viny  tntf  tMe  of  the  Hchocmer  Henry  Dodtjic. 

Navy  Diupai»tment,  C  S.  A. 

U'ichmoud^  Drvemlhrr  S.  1S6L 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  has  Immmi  received. 
Vour  employment  of  the  cutter  fhxhjr  is  approved,  and  as  there  i? 
no  paymaster  at  the  disposal  of  the  Departtuent^  the  names  of  the  ofii- 
cer.i  and  crew  can  be  entered  on  the  l»ooks  of  Payiuaster  Nixon,  at  New 
Orleans.  The  olficcru  will  be  pnid  at  the  siuiie  rate  thev  received  oj^ 
revenue  ollicerBf  and  the  crew  at  the  rates  established  for  the  Nav^*. 
They  will  be  paid  from  the  date  of  their  employment  by  you,  and  you 
will  forwanl  to  Paymaster  Nixon  a  list  of  the  names  and  dates  of 
cmploynient.  He  will  be  iuHtructed  on  the  subject,  and  also  to  Hupply 
you  with  funds  on  your  requisition  to  pureha^^e  provisions  for  the 
ve;jtfel. 

1  am,  reai)octfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallort, 
Siicretary  of  the  Navy, 

Commander  Wm.  W.  Huntkh,  C  S.  Navy. 


Vmada  ^iettred  at  Ajtalfichiatht^  Fh.^  their  cargo^  d^tinatiovs^  efe. 

S<'hooner  ^niwirrf. -—Cargo,  turpentine;  captured  <m  return  and  taken 
into  Key  West. 

Schooner  FranMin. — Cargo,  cotton;  captured  with  i-elurn  cargo  and 
taken  into  Key  West. 

St^booner  iC  A.  Rahi. — Cargo,  cotton;  cjipture<l  imlward  Ijoupd. 
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Schooner  W,  P.  Benson. — Cargo,  spirits  of  turpentine;  returned  safe 
with  an  assorted  cargo. 

Schooner  W.  P.  Bensmi. — Cargo,  cotton;  cleai*ed again  and  \traH  taken 
on  outward  passage. 

Schooner  Pkoenix. — Cargo,  cotton;  taken  on  return  trip  and  carried 
into  Key  West. 
The  above  vessels  cleared  from  the  port  of  Apalachicola. 

N.  Baker, 

CotlectoT, 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the 
returns  of  N.  Baker,  esq.,  in  regard  to  vessels  that  were  lc»ded  and 
captured,  etc.,  which  cleared  from  the  port  of  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  and 
also  of  the  telegrams  respecting  shipments  of  cotton  and  turpentine 
from  said  port. 

[Seal  of  the  State  of  Florida.]  Edwabd  Babnasd, 

Private  Sec,  to  kin  J&oceUency  John  2£Uton^  Oovemur  of  Florida. 

[Enclosures.— Telegram.] 

Apalachicola,  Fiji.,  November  ^1^.^  1861. 

(Via  Tallahassee,  26th.) 
Shall  I  let  vessels  go  from  here  to  run  the  blockade?     If  so,  in  there 
any  description  of  cargo  1  shall  prohibit?     Please  let  me  know  as  early 
as  you  can.     Can  cotton  go? 
Respectfully, 

K.  F.  Floyd. 
Governor  Milton, 

Oovenun'  of  trie  Stat-e  of  Florida. 


LTelegram.] 

Tali^hassee,  Fijv.,  N&vemhtn^  S5^  1861, 
Permit  no  vessel  with  cotton  to  leave  Apalachicola;  issue  an  order 
prohibiting  it;  if  attempted,  sink  the  vesnel.  Arrest  and  place  in  clase 
confinement  any  and  every  individual  who  shall  attempt  to  ship  cotton 
from  Apalachicola.  With  regard  to  other  descriptions  of  cargo, 
exer(;ise  a  sound  discretion. 

Will  a  steamer  pass  down  })y  Chattahoochee  Thursday  or  Friday? 
Respectfully, 

John  Milton, 
Governor  and  Comvmfidff  in  C'/ii^f. 
Colonel  R.  F.  Floyd, 

Apalachicohi^  Fh. 


(TelcKram.] 

Apai^chicola,  Fla.,  Ntyvcmher '27 ^  1861. 
Your  orders  respecting  cotton  shall  be  strictly  observed.  Turpen- 
tine is  also  forbidden  to  Ixj  sent  abroad.  1  learned  that  SOU  Iwiles  of 
cotton  had  lately  arrived  here  for  shipment.  I  will  order  it  l>ack  to 
the  river  at  once.  Two  steamers  will  pass  down  by  the  Chattahoochee 
on  Tuesday  and  one  on  Friday. 

Respectfully,  R.  F.  Floyd. 

Governor  John  Milton, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Florida. 


GlTLl 
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|T«lt-Knuii.] 

ExEcmvK  Dbpartment. 
TaUahtMHef,  Fhi.,  Ntrnt-niht't  %!f,  1861, 
Sliiill  vassrl.M  Ih"  |M»riiiittrd   Ut  jro  from  A(>aIarliicola,   ri.sking  tlie 
bicH  kade,  witli  tiimentino.  to  prot'ure  :icul>*  for  telcyraphir  operations, 
colft'e,  etc.,  from  flavaim^     VeHsels  ready  luid  stopped  by  my  order. 
An!sv»vr  immediately. 

John  Milton, 

Hon.  S.  K.  Mamxirt, 


[Tcleffmm.] 

KicHMONn.  Va.,  ym^etniwr  30y  18G1. 
I  know  of  no  objection.**  to  the  departure  of  tlie  vesHelt*. 

S.  R.  Malix)Ry, 
Secretiiry  ofitie  Naity. 
Governor  .John  Milton, 

Qty^rfior  of  thn  SUtte  of  Khirida, 


tTclennwa.] 

Richmond,  Va.,  J^overnher  30,  1861. 
(itfceived  at  Tallahassee  Dpcenilier  1.) 
I  learn  that  vessels  at  Ap:daelii<ohi  are  detjiined  from  going"  U^>  sea 
with  car^jo  by  some  unknuwn  militarj'  authority.  It  is  not  lawful  nor 
is  it  the  |>oliey  of  the  (iov(^rnm(>nt  lo  prev*?nt  tfir  ilrpnrture  (vf  vt'ssels 
witli  cargo,  uidoss  there  is  dan{^>r  of  their  eupttiir  by  u  Ithx^kiuting 
vessel  of  the  enemy. 

J.  P.  Hrnjamin, 
Secretary  of  Wnr* 
Governor  John  Milton, 

Govetmoi'  of  the  State  of  Flftrida. 


tTdeKnuu.) 

Richmond,  Va.,  Dtv^^her  r>^  lS6i. 

(ReiMMved  iit  TaHalmssee  6th.) 
T  know  of  no  law  or  reason  for  iirevenling  ves>*elM  la<len  with  cotton 
from  leuvnitf  tiie  porLs  of  Florida  for  neutral  ports,  unless  there  is 
icjisoti  t4»  lieTieve  tiic  cotton  is  really  intontled  for  the  enemy  under 
^uise  of  neutral. 

.1.  P.  Rknjamin. 
Stcretary  of  War. 
GovernovJoHN  Milton, 

Gvoenwr  of  tfte  State  of  Florida. 
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Oi'der  of  Vommandw  IIuntei\  (J.  S.  Navy^  to  Contain-  Smithy  coin- 
ntanaiiu/  tfteunu^'  Gitieral  Rtml'^  to  assist  in  the  defense  ojf  Buffalo 
Baytm^  San  Jtwhito  River. 

Buffalo  Bayou,  [Texas],  Decemhei"  7,  1861. 
Place  your  vessel  near  the  Old  Mill  below  Lynchburg.     Inform  the 
commanding  military  officer  nearest  to  you  of  ner  position,  and  render 
every  aid  in  your  power  with  your  command  toward  the  defense  of 
Buffalo  Bayou  and  such  other  places  as  circumstances  may  require. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Command^  C  S.  JVavy. 
Captain  Lkon  Smith, 

Omnm4uidhnj  C.  S.  S.  Geiieral  Ru«l\ 


Order  of  Commmnh'^' Jhvnter^  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandtnff  officer 
of  the  Hteamtnr  VoUmel  Stell^  to  rejH>rt  tt^ithovt  delay  at  Gal'vei^ttoii. 

Galveston,  Tkx.,  DeGewiber  S^  1861. 
1  have  to  request  you  to  proceed  to  this  place  with  your  steamer 
with  all  dispat<'h.     Direct  Captiiin  Janney  (?),  of  the  Carr^  to  do  the 
same.     Discharge  your  freight  as  soon  as  possible.     Report  to  me 
here  with  your  steamer  provided,  watered,  and  manned,  ready   for 
immediate  service.     Tell  Colonel  Austin  that  no  delay  is  admissihio. 
I  expect  to  find  you  and  the  Varr  here  forthwrth. 
Let  the  t'rtTv,  or  yourself,  hrin^  down  the  barge  from  Lyn<^hburg. 
Captain  Smith,  of  the  Raxk\  will  inform  j-ou  of  her  whereabouts.      I 
send  this  order  to  him. 
HespcctfullA". 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
VminnmuhT^  V.  S.  Na-iyy 
Captain  Kelsey, 

Commandhuj  Stfaruer  [Colonel}  Stell. 


Letter  from  BrUjadirr-  (renerol  Ilehert.  C  S.  Avini/^  to  Comman/i**r 
Hunter^  ('.  S.  JVort/^  reqiuttthuj a  written-  re}X*rt reyardmy  the  enndt- 
tinn  oftlie  api>roa(loi<  to  (r(dvesto7). 

Hkaixjuartkrs  Department  of  Texas, 

Oolveftton^  Deeemlnr  11,  H^Gl. 
Sir:  1  am  directed  by  the  geneml  i^ommanding  to  request  that  yon 
will  make  a  written  report  of  the  examination  made  bv  yourself,  in 
company  with  the  general,  Colonel  Moore,  and  other  oflfcers  and  per- 
sons a('<juainted  witli  the  waters  of  Galveston  Bay  and  entrances,  some 
time  since,  inunediately  after  your  arrival  at  this  post  (the  date  of 
which  you  no  doubt  remem})er),  of  the  different  channels  leading  into 
the  port  and  bay  of  Galveston,  and  as  to  whether  the  rejjult  of  the  ex- 
amination was  not  to  the  effect  that  to  obstruct  the  channels  perma- 
nently v.'as  a  measure  impracticable,  even  if  the  means  by  way  of  ves- 
sels,  etc.,    were   obtainable.     Also   report   as   to   the   jwssibility   of 
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ohtiiioing  such  vessels,  etr.,  uuder  the  exi8tiDjL(  Mockade  and  circum- 
stancoB. 

1  have  the' honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 
Major  and  AssUtnnt  Adjutant-  GemrtxL 

Commandpi-  W.  W.  Hinteu,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Cmnt/uttHiifKj  JS'avnl  Deff^tut'-Hy  (ralwsfim. 


Log  of  the  O.  8.  S.  Baytm  my,  Mani^-r  P.  F.  A^rpti.,  C.  S.  Nany, 

ctmunandiny. 

Ikiy  and  ni*f/U  nffmitg/ar  the  differmt  t^atmen,  to  tie  hauled  on  the  Bnyou  City, 

Pay  8roNAU. 

Steamer  Gfrte-ntl  Husk,  commanded  by  Captain  L.  Smith. — Plain 
yellow,  swallow-tail  flag;  Hi^fnifies  will  for  vessel. 

Sfhoouer  //.  Dtnhjt,,  coniiiiantled  by  Captain  Rogers, — Ko^jerw  sig- 
nal No.  id,  white  flag  with  a  rod  stjuarc  in  the  middle  of  it;  signirie.s 
call  for  vofwel. 

Stniinier -A'A//  /'.  C'tfrr,  eomiiianded  by  Captain  Sangster. — RogerH 
signal  No.  fi,  blue  flag  with  a  white  square  in  the  middle  of  it;  signi- 
fies call  for  vessel. 

Steamer  Cohmei  Sfe/l.,  commanded  by  Captain  Kelsey. — Rogers 
signal  No.  S,  whit*^  flag  with  a  blue  Ktrii)e  from  corner  to  corner;  signi- 
fies cull  for  vessel. 

Steumer  Jfart/  /////.  cnnirnandp*!  by  Captain  .T.  I^awles-s, — Rogers 
signiil  No.  7,  white  and  ri*d  ttiaiiguhLr;  signifies  call  for  vessel. 

Schooner  Roijaf  Vtn'/if,  coinnitinded  by  Cnptixin  C.  Chublt.— Whit*^; 
lliit^  with  n  liirge  lilack  bull  in  the  middle  of  it;  signifies  call  for  vessel. 

(A  plain  red  flag  (Rogers  sipual  No.  5)  under  the  flag  of  any  of  the 
above  vessels  culls  the  re.sjx'ctive  cnpluin  on  board  the  littyou  City.) 

St^'iiMior  Xfiptune^  commanded  by  Captain  Charles  Fowler. — A  white 
flag  with  a  bhio  cross  in  each  corner  (Itogers  signal  No.  — );  sienifies 
Be  ready!  Look  out!  Having  taken  the  plaoe  of  the  Royal-  lacht^ 
will  answer  to  tin*  Royal  Jlic'/*/'*  signal. 

NiojiT  8iai(At8. 

Two  rotrkcts  flrcd  at  an  interval  of  five  minutes  sigDilie«  t«>  the 
stejimerH:  Get  up  steam;  ])repare  to  move. 

Two  \\\\ty.  on  tiie  sti'amer  s  bell  will  call  two  companies  of  soldiers 
detailed  for  Ibis  <iuty  on  board  the  Bayou  City. 

One  gun  fired  on  st^Mimer  Bayou  Cijiy  is  the  alarm  signal  for  cvory- 
lHj<ly  in  the  city  and  on  the  different  sbitions, 

SigimtM  OH  thr.  Itmknut  vameL 

By  day. — Texas  flag  signifies,  Bew*ai*e!     I.K>ok  out! 

Hy  night.— One  red  light  hoisted  over  green  lijrbt.  ]>er|>endirularly, 
signifies.  Beware!  Lu*>k  out!  Two  rockels  fin-d  at  iin  interval  of  two 
minutes  aignifies  that  the  enemy  are  dispatching  boats  towai'd  the 
shore. 
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By  day. — Toxai^  tlBe. 

By  night— One  rodliirht  signifies.  lieware!     Ixx)k  ontf 

The  coinnmndors  of  Un'.  difTeront  aU-amern  iind  vciiscb,  hy  oi-der ' 

Comiuander  WilliHiii  W.  Hunter,  C.  S-  Navy,  received  ii  wipy  of 

abovo-giveu  sipnulfi. 

P.  F.  ArPKu 

Siffnal/or  Fhnnt/  Sfortjait,  di*}talch  btmL 

Uopors  sijynul  No.  +,  wliite  Iluj^  with  i\  red  crosts  from  comer 
tioruei',  rceulls  the  I'anny  Moryan  to  Bayou  City* 


Sfipfeinher  Sa,  1861, — Galveston,  Tex.     Commander  W.  W.  Hunter 

rlmrt^Tcd  the  HtiMinier  Bayou  City  for  tho  wrvi**  of  tlu'  Confrili-r- 
utc  St4ites,     Tlic  Bayou  City  woj*  formerly  employed  us  a  mail  \ 
between  (ialventon  and  IIoii»ton,  and  with  fuel  on  board  only  dm 
(3  feet  of  water. 

St-pff^nhT  ;c?7.~Notliin^  of  iiniK>rt:infe  oerurrcd. 

Sepiumhei'  ^S. — At  1*  u.  in.,  observed  ii  boat  belonpintr  to  the  ('.  S.^ 
^iehooner  //.  Dt.nigi^^  eominiindtKl  l»y  Captain  Uoj^ers,  jfive  cha.se  t<»  a 
large  KaiUK>at.,  and  the  l»att<'ry  on   Pelican  Spit   tiring  at  her  at  tJir 
same  time  to  prevent  her  escape.     The  Bttyou  City  having  up  .steam, 
went  out  and  towed  the  pursued  boat  and  the  pursuer  Ixiek  to  the  city. 
The  oceupnntxs  of  the  sadboat  were  two  siiapiciouH  men  l>v  the  name 
Smith  and   MiUer.     To  save  them    from   ixMng  hung  by  the  excited 
mob  :is  suspected  ti-iiitors  they  were  hnndrd  over  to  Major  .1.  .J.  Cook, 
the  commanding  ottieer  of  the  Peliciui  Spit  battery,  to  be  examined 
afterwards  by  the  commanding  general,  Ilebert.     At  1  p.  m,  left  (he^^ 
wharf  again  to  take  HoundingK,  wtcering  N.   by  E.   |«»r  com|)as8  to^^j 
Hitchcock's  Shoal,  east,  clo.se  to  the  shoal  for  aI»out  5<i  yi»rd.s,  N.  by^^ 
K.  i  E.  for  alx»ut  2  cables'  lengths;  rounded  tlie  shoal  and  ntecred 
toward  Bolivar  Poinl.      Along  the  shore,  at  a  place  called  Cattle  Pa^v^^Hi 
H  fet!t  of  water  Wi'rc  found  wilhin  20  feet  from  the  shore,     St<x>d  over^H' 
to  the  lV]i<-an  Spit,  au<l  taking  the  westerly  or  inner  channel,  steered  ^* 
toward  the  llalf-moon  Shoals  light-house;  from  the  light-house  toward 
the  niilruad  })ridge  and  back  to  the  centiitl  wharf.     Urigadier-Crcneral 
Hubert,  Major  Cook,  ("olonel  Moore,  and  other  oilicers  of  the  C.  IS, 
Army  were  on  l>oard. 

Sept'Cmher  '29. — Steamer  John  fi\  C'arr  arrived  and  was  charterod  b^ 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  for  the  st>rvire  of  the  Con- 
federate Statej*.     The  ,/,  /',  Ca^r  wa-s  formerly  u  Trinity  Kiver  >K»iit 
and  tuily  draws  ti  feet  «J  inches. 

-S'^yV'V/j/ycv'Jf.  — Steamer  Ofhnuf  A'A//  arrived  and  was  chartiu*«*d  by 
C-ommander  \V.  W,  Hunt^cr,  C.  S.  Navy,  fov  the  service  of  the  C«n- 
fedet-ate  States.  The  .S/fW  is  a  few  tons  larp-r  tlian  the./.  K  Cari\ 
(»f  th«^  same  dmft  of  water,  and  wils  usc(1,  likt?  the  Otrr.  on  tbo 
Trinity  Kiver. 

(h't(ffhr  1. — At  l(t  a.  m.  got  up  slcaiu  and  witli  a  light  S.  \V.  hreezo 
went  down  the  bay  to  HiU-hcock's  Shoal  and  pulled  the  stake  down. 
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Ocffjber  2, — A  light  nortluT  prevented  the  stemner  from  going  out 
to  take  tho  remaining  two  huovs  up. 

October  J.— At  H  a.  ui.  got  up  fstonui  and  favored  Wy  a  fine  day  took 
up  both  buoys  and  moorings  iM'twern  the  East  Point  and  Holivar.  At 
11  a.  nu.  tile  L'nitod  States  frigate  at  anchor  oub-ide  of  the  Imr 
huistfd  a  Hag  of  tnire  and  wLshed  to  conmuinicato  with  the  city,  Com- 
inundi-r  W.  AV.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  ordered  tlie  Iiay<'a  CUy  out  and 
went  in  her  to  the  frigate  to  reecive  her  (Mnuniunieation.  At  a  liis- 
tancG  of  alwut  a  niilc  and  three-ciUHrters  the  steanier  stopped  and 
waited  for  the  frigate's  boat.  The  boat  brought  a  prisoner  of  war, 
whit  .stilled  that  he  had  Ix-en  captured  l>v  the  srJiooner  SamnA  IlnHntim 
oiF  1*JI.S8  \ai\h  on  tl»e  previous  day.  'I  he  otiieer  in  conmmnd  tjf  the 
Strmio'/  Ilouttton  aiink  his  sehooner,  loaded  with  salt,  and  ttiuk  him 
and  liiH  two  fhipmate.s  priisonerh.  The  otlit  or  in  eiiargr  of  the  frigate's 
Imat  stated  that  the  prisoner  had  not  taken  the  oath  of  alh-giatue,  and 
that  Captain  II.  Eagle,  conunanding  the  V.  S.  frigjit*-.  Santft\  waw 
willing  to  lilM>rate  him;  his  two  shipniatey  htul  offered  their  scrviecri 
tni  lioard  the  frigate.  All  thi'ec  were  foreigners,  hut  liad  heen  resi- 
dents of  (ialveston,  Tex.  Comiuaiider  Hunter  t(M>k  the  prisoner,  a 
Dane  hy  birth,  anil  handed  hun  over  to  the  eoinmandtng  general  to 
bo  examined.  At  5  [).  ui.  left  the  wharf  again  and  took  a  eompany  of 
Holdiers,  the  Jasper  Blues,  Captain  Stovall,  Ui  (he  IVlieun  Spit, 
returning  from  tlie  Spit  at  <l:3(i  i>.  in.,  gave  tiie  steiuuor  Vimm^ 
aground  on  the  Hats,  u  pull,  hiit  found  hiT  too  hard  aground  and 
buried  in  the  sand.     Arrived  at  the  Central  wharf  at  7:20  p.  in. 

OcfiJtrr  fi. — At  5  p.  m.  towed  the  steamer  f'tuou  off"  the  (lain, 
favored  by  a  very  high  tide.     Wind  E.,  fresh. 

(hiftfft-r  r.— Steamer  J,  F,  Varr  was  ordered  by  Commander  W. 
W .  Hiniter  It)  take  Captnin  I  M.J  Menard'a  company  and  horses  to 
Bolivar  Point,  and  left  (he  wnarf  at  a  p.  in.  Returning,  .stopped  at 
Pelican  Sptt  and  landed  a  lot  of  iiutHket.H. 

^>cA^A< /•  .s. ^Stt'amer  C^/rr  took  a  lot  of  railroad  iron  to  the  Pelican 
Si>it  and  ('aptain  StovaJPs  company  from  the  Spil  to  tho  city.  Tln^ 
Riujfiu  rV/?/li'ft  the  wharf  at  7:1^.^  a.  m.  to  take  sninidings  at  Mor- 
gan'** Point  and  ClopjK'rV  Hiir,  and  up  the  |8an]  >la<-)nto  Kiver. 
Steered  N.  \V.  i'  iniie,«,  N.  N.  W.  2  miles,  N.  by  W.  and  N.  \  W. 
(ioing  at  tfie  rate  of  10  miles  per  hour,  we  |:>as.s(>il  the  Half-uuMtn 
Shoal  light-hou.se  at  H.  m.  From  7  to  lo  feet  uf  water  will  be  foiuul 
to  the  liglit-houst*.  At  8:10  the  lij^fit-house  Itore  E.  per  conipiss. 
Passed  it  at  a  distance  of  4<>  yards.  From  here  Red  Fi.sh  Shoal  light 
house  Ijejirs  N.  by  W.  ^  \\ .  The  distance  Ix'tween  the  two  light - 
house.s  is  10  miles.  At  l».  Red  Fish  Shoal  light  bore  N.  W.  by  W.  { 
AV.  iwr  comiwi-ss.  At  1):05  i)a.ssed  the  lierht-hou.se  at  a  distjinee  of  30 
yards,  steering  N.  \V.  andN.  W,  b}'  N.  till  io  a.  m.,  and  steaming  along 
at  th(»  rate  of  10  miles  per  hour.  Sounded  (he  passage  ann  found 
.'ii  feet  water.  .\t  10  u.  m.  Cedar  Point  I>ore  N.  E.  per<ompass.  K«l 
lilulf  hore  S.  \V.  by  W.  Steering  N.  hv  W.  and  .sounding  twice 
every  minute;  from  7i  \j^y  tJ  feet  were  fcauid  ujj  (o  t'lopper's  Uar  light- 
house. At  10:  ;io  Ciidar  Point  hore  E.  \  S.,  I  mile  distjuit.  Clopper's 
Bar  light  houses  N.  hy  W.  1^  mile>;  soundings,  tJ  \j.>  (»4  feet.  At  10:45 
arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  canal  and  Olopjxjr's  liiir  light-house; 
f r<im  hi  to  «J  feet  of  water  were  found  outside  of  the  stakes.  At  10: 55 
Morgan's  Point  Iwre  S.;  stwred  \V.  hy  S.  On  stnmding  l>etween 
Morgan's  Point  and  Hog  Island,  a  channel  about  300  yaixls  wide  was 
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found,  with  from  2  to  3  fathoni.s  water  in  it.  Eight  feet  Trater  were 
found  within  20  feet  from  shore  on  Morgan's  Point.  Two  cable  Icncths 
above  4  and  4^  fathoms  at  a  place  called  Moron's  Crossing*.  From 
here  to  Scott'H  Crossing,  leaving  Goose  Creek  on  the  starboard  hand, 
the  river,  or,  more  properly,  the  Buffalo  Bayou,  runs  in  a  northerly 
and  N.  by  W.  and  N.  'is.  \\  .  direction.  At  Scott's  Crossing  the  Buf- 
falo Bayou  has  three  branches,  the  northeasterly,  north  nortEwesterlj^, 
and  VV.  S.  W.;  the  last  named  is  the  San  Jacinto  Kiver.  Lynchburg 
is  situated  on  the  starlioard  side  of  the  river,  and  the  distance  between 
Ijynchburg  and  Clopper's  Bar  is  lii  miles;  distance  from  Clopper's 
Bar  to  Ked  Fish  Bar,  18  miles,  llcturning  to  the  city,  we  passed 
Scott's  Crossing  at  3:30  p.  in.,  and  took  the  schooner  Royal  J  a^^ht  in 
tow;  imssed  (.loppcr's  Bar  at  4  p.  m.;  Red  Fish  8hoals,  at  5:50  p.  ui.; 
Half-moon  Shoal,  at  7  p.  m. ;  arrived  at  wharf  at  8  p.  m. 

Octtjfjir  10. — Commander  W.  W.  Hunter  chartered  the  schooner 
Royal  Y(uht  for  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Octitber  11. — Put  a  12- pounder  gun  on  board  the  schooner  Roml 
Yacht.  Commander  W.  \V.  Hunter  gave  orders  to  the  commander 
of  the  Royal  Yuvhi^  C.  Chubb,  nia.ster's'mate,  C  S.  Navy,  to  cruise 
between  the  l^olivar  and  East  l*oint  at  night,  to  watch  the  movements 
of  the  enemy. 

Octohcr  /;'?.- -Sent  steamer  ./>//«  F.  Can'  to  Harrisburg  after  lum- 
l>er  for  thc(juai-termaster,and  the  steamer  Cohiiel  Stdl  to  the  Pelican 
Spit.  Beceiv^ed  20  boarding  pikes  and  ammunition  for  two  32-pounder 
howitz(>rs  on  board  the  Bayou  City. 

Octohcr  13. — C.  S.  schooner  ILmru  J>odge^  W.  F.  Rogers,  command- . 
ing,  received  orders  from  Conmiander  W.  W.  Hunter  and  made  sail; 
arrived  at  sunset  at  her  station,  at  Red  Fish  Shoals,  where,  she  anchored 
according  to  her  orders. 

Oi'toher  74. — C.  S.  S.  (ffitcra!  Ri/sl.,  Tvcon  Smith,  commanding, 
received  orders  from  Conmiander  W.  W.  Hunter  to  anchor  in  the 
channel  northwest  from  Pelican  Spit;  arrived  at  her  station  at  11  a.  m, 

Ortiilnri'  If). — This  day  commenced  with  indications  of  heavy  weather. 
At  2  p.  m.  a  sailboat,  called  the  Matti't\  ]x>longing  to  the  Confederate 
States,  capsized  with  4  men  belonging  to  the  fort  in  her;  took  the 
Bayou  Otty\s  boat  and  picked  the  men  up,  but  had  to  leave  the  boat 
on  the  flats,  as  the  wina  was  rapidly  increasing  and  a  norther,  the  first 
one  this  season,  had  conuncnced  to  l)Iow.  At  3  p.  m.  violent  squalls 
from  N.  X.  W.,  with  a  turbulent  .^ea.  pitched  the  steamer  with  such 
for<;c  against  the  wharf  us  to  knock  her  chimneys  overlx)ard.  The 
schooner  Roynl  Yaoht  diiiggcd  her  anchors  and  drifted  sternforemost 
on  to  the  wharf,  but  managed  to  get  into  the  slip  with  considerable 
dannige  to  the  vessel  an<l  loss  (.)f  hoi*  i)owsprit.  Sevend  vessels  were 
badly  damaged,  and  two  schooners  sank  alongside  th(»  wliarf.  Toward 
7  p.  m.  the  weather  mtxlerated.  and  at  midnight  the  wind  died  away 
to  calm.  The  norther  was  a  \erv  short  but  severe  one,  only  lasting 
four  hours. 

Ort^'hiT  /6'.  -Picked  t\w  Mafffr  Up  and  towed  her  alongside  the 
steamer  Ijoyou  City.  Found  tlie  boat  slightly  damaged,  her  ballast 
(iron)  and  some  of  her  gear  lost.  By  order  of  Conunander  W.  W, 
Hunter  I  took  charge  of  the  l)oat  and  handed  her  over  to  Captain 
Sinilli,  conunanding  steamer  Gtmrtil  Rif-fk.  Steamer  Jf^hn  F.  Carr 
went  o\'er  to  Bolivar  Point  and  <lis<hai'ged  h:'r  lundM^r. 

(h'ti^hr  17. — Steamer  Bnyou  t  '/ti/  iii\d  svhooiwr  Roya/  }'ar/ft  rviniW- 
ing  damages  received  during  the  gale,     iieceived  to-day  the  report  and 


the  particulars  of  tlic  enfrafjoment  at  the  month  of  the  Misnissippi  and 
complete  success  of  the  Confedorntc  Statow  navul  forces.  A  a  p.  m. 
wore  visited  by  second  norther. 

Octoher  21. — At  11  a.  m.  steoimer  J.  F.  Otrr  loft  the  wharf  with  a 
company  of  soldiers  on  hoard  for  Bolivar  Point. 

OeUfter  22. — Accepted  a  sailtxmt  called  the  Fanny  Monjan  for  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  Stute-s.  The  bout  is  i2*)  feet  lonjj,  1 1  feet 
beam,  and  ubniit  8  tons  burden,  decked,  and  a  remarkably  fast  sailer. 
C'oinnuindcr  Hunter  ordered  her  fitted  out  for  service. 

(/ftfthf'r  H?.^.— The  repairs  to  the  Royal  Yacht  bein^  completed,  she 
received  her  ammunition  and  amis  on  board,  and  with  a  crew  of  1ft 
men  left  the  wharf  and  went  as  guard  boat,  to  her  cniising  ground 
twHween  Bolivar  Point  and  East  Point.  Steamer  ColonA  StM  took  15 
men  belonging  to  Captjiin  McManniis'  [McMahan  if  j  company  to  Bolivar 
Point.     The  boat  loft  at  4  p.  m.,  returned  at  8  p.  ni. 

October  So. — At  lU  a.  m.  left  the  wharf  with  the  remainder  of  Cap- 
tain McMannus'  rom|»ny,  numbering  al>out  70  men,  on  board,  and  a 
barge  with  SO  horses  in  tow;  Iiinded  nu»n  and  horses  at  Bolivar  Point. 
Returned  at  5  p.  m.  Steamer  Colond  Stell  took  railroad  iron  to  the 
Pelican  Spit, 

ih'if^ter26. — Received  yo  mitskotoons  and  3,0()0  cartridges  and  car- 
tridge boxea  on  lK>ard.  The  armament  of  the  Bnyon  City  consists  of 
two  3a-pounder  (ield  howitzers  and  liiO  rounds  of  shell  and  canister;  20 
musketoous,  with  2,fM«t  cartridges  and  *J0  bi^arding  pikes. 

OfifiJ)€r  JS7. — At  II  a.  m.  the  lookout  signalized  a  brig  under  Knglish 
eolor.s,  and  half  an  hour  later  ubo  was  boarded  by  a  Imat  from  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Santee  and  anchored  astern  of  her. 

October  ^i¥.-  Steamer  Colmiel  Stdl  loaded  corn  and  hay  for  some 
conii>any  on  Bolivar  Point 

October  29.—S\jc\MX\GV  Oohmtl  Sti^tl  left  at  daylight  for  Bollviir  Point, 
returned  at  4  p,m.  At  11  a.m.  the  commanding  general,  P.O.  Heliert, 
handed  Commander  W.  W.  Huntoi'  a  communication  from  the  British 
consul,  Mr.  Lynn,  to  the  conmumdcr  of  the  I'.  S.  frigate  Sanfee. 
Fired  up  and  left  the  wharf  at  ia:30  p.  m.,  taking  the  schtwner  liuyal 
Yoi'Jtt  in  tow  to  use  her  in  tusc  the  sea  should  be  too  rough  outside  the 
Imr  for  the  Bayou  Vtty.  Rounding  tho  Pjwt  Point,  a  distiinco  of  about 
5  miles  from  the  frigate,  the  flag  of  ti'uco  wa.s  hoisted  on  the  Baifott 
City  and  Royal  Yacfit^  but  not  answered  by  tho  Sant^A.  Pi-oceedmg 
slowly  toward  her  she  commenced  firing  at  the  Bayou  ttVy  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  3i^  miles,  her  shots  falling  whort  about  a  mile.  Ten 
shots  and  one  shell  wore  fired,  the  shell  at  a  very  high  eleviition.  The 
Bayim  City  proceeded  toward  her  till  she  ceased  firing  and  answered 
the  flag  of  truce.  The  frigate  lowered  a  Iniat  and  .sent  it  alongside 
the  steamer.  The  lieutenant  in  rharge  of  tlie  lK)at  stated  the  frigate 
had  not  seen  our  flag  of  truce  and  apologized  for  her  firing.  <S)m- 
niander  Hunter  handing  him  the  British  consul's  communication 
remarked:  **It  is  not  necessary  to  apologize;  I  know  you  did  not  fire 
at  us."  Boat  and  steamer  returned  and  uie  Baymt  City  arrived  at  her 
whai-f  at  3:30  p.  m. 

()ctof>er  31. — The  yacht  Fann  y  Morqan  arrived  from  Morgan's  Point 
at  10  a.  m.  At  3:30  p.  m.  tho  wind  N.  x\.  W.  and  N.  at  its  height,  witlt 
a  turbulent  sea.  Several  vej»sels  dmggcd  their  anchors  and  received 
damages;  a  number  of  treats  drifted  ashore. 

November  1. — Wind  moderating.  Tho  lookout  signalized  a  war 
»  w  B — VOL  16 — =-56 
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stoHincr  coming;  to  an  anchor  not  fnr  from  the  U.  S.  frigate 
HUpposed  to  l)e  the  U.  S.  S.  BunnyUU. 

November  3. — ThoU.  S,  frigate  ^S'<zn/^«  hoisted  a  white  flae;  an/^werod^ 
by  doing  the  same.     At  11a.  ni.  left  the  wharf  iind  profeoacd  down  the 
)«iy  toward  the  frigate;  found  her  Imat  at  the  hea(x)n,  waiting"  fcjr  the^ 
steamer.     The  officer  in  charge  of  the  t>oat,  a  passed  midwhiimmn,  B 
handed  two  letters  to  Commander  Hunter,  one  addressed  to  the  Rritish 
consul,  AFr.  Lynn,  the  other  to  the  Hanoverian  consul,  Mr.  Frederick. 
Returned  to  the  city,  and  arrived  at  wharf  at  1  p.  m. 

Kifvember  ^. — Sent  the  steamer  Colonel  Steil  to  the  Pelican  Spit  by 
refjueHt  of  the  commanding  general,  P.  O.  Hubert,  to  transport  Major 
.1.  J.  Cook'.s  bat^talion  to  the  city.  At  5  p.  m.  took  the  same  battalion 
btw'k  to  the  spit  and  landed  a  nuni>>er  of  horses  at  Bolivar  Point. 

JVfyveniler  7. — Steamer  OAfmd  iStell  went  to  Bolivar  Point  and 
steamer  John  F.  Carr  went  to  Buffalo  Bayou  for  the  qnartemia*iter. 
During  the  night,  from  Thui-sday  to  Friday,  at  2:30  a.  ui.,  a  plain 
white  light  was  reported  by  the  watt*h  on  board  \hG  Bayou  Cfty  in 
the  direction  of  the  Hoyal  J^t7//,  another  on  the  west  point  of  the 
Pelican  Island,  one  on  the  steamer  Gentrtd  Rtuth.  On  taking  the 
night  glasi^  and  closely  examining  the  light,  I  discovered  the  S(*hooner 
Jioyal  Yachts  anchored  outside  of  liolivar  Point  light-house,  from 
where  the  Bayou  City  laid  about  N.  I  E.^  4  miles  distant  and  altout  a 
to  3  miles  from  the  Pelican  Spit.  The  light  was  on  her  deck  l>etween 
her  two  masts.  One  of  the  watch  reported  having  seen  several  flashes 
of  firearms  l>eing  discharged,  but  did  not  hear  the  n?port,  the  wind 
being  S.  AV.  Nothing  more  was  seen  or  heard  till  8:4<)a.  m.,  whm 
the  lookout  saw  a  Hre  on  liolivar  Point,  like  a  camp  tire.  No  signals 
were  made  on  the  lookout  at  Pelican  Spit,  steamer  i?wX*,  or  Hirtjui 
Ya^hf,  and  thei-efore  no  uneasiness  was  felt.  The  signals  adopt**d  by 
Commander  Hunter  were  as  follows:  For  Rnyal  Incht^in  iuiylirao, 
touching  the  approach  or  movements  of  the  enemy,  etc.,  see  pages 
I,  XI.  At  daylight  steamer  General  liuvk  hoUX/^  t£e  Texas  flag  and 
soon  afterwards  his  boat  was  seen  toward  the  Bayou  City,  l£ving 
up  some  20  jwunds  of  steam,  the  Bayou  Oily  fired  up  and  prepart'd 
to  move.  Captain  L.  Smith,  commanding  the  steamer  Ocn^ral  Rwik^ 
made  the  following  report:  "At  alK>ut  half  past  12  he  was  called  by 
his  first  officer  and  inrormed  that  he  had  seen  the  flafh  of  several  fire- 
aims  in  the  direction  of  liolivar  Point.  He  called  all  hanch*  to  quar- 
ters and  waited  about  an  hour,  his  men  stittionod  at  their  guns. 
Perceiving  no  signal,  he  told  his  men  to  lie  down  with  their  arms. 
At  3:30  be  saw  a  fire  in  the  direction  where  the  firing  had  been  seen, 
and  took  it  to  lie  a  ship  or  vessel  on  fire.  Immediately  he  lowcretl 
the  boats  and  manned  them,  and  on  approaching  discovered  the 
schooner  Royal  Yacht  on  firo.  Finding  a  bucket  on  deck,  he  went 
below,  and  with  a  few  buckets  of  water  extinguished  the  fire  next  the 
(Kjwder  magazine.  The  Royal  Yacht  had  48  rounds  of  shot  (irrd  and 
2(1  canister  and  cartridge*!  for  12-pounder,  >>eeides  1,000  niusketoon 
cartridges  on  board.  On  looking  around  Captain  L.  Smith  discov- 
ered marks  of  a  hard  fight  and  struggle  on  the  schooner's  deck  and 
below.  About  forty  bullet  holes  were  found  in  her  side,  several  in 
her  cabin,  doors  broken  open  and  everything  de-stroyed;  abf>ut  12 
cutlasses  and  5  Ixiarding  pikes,  12  cartridge  Iwxes.  were  found  lying 
on  deck.  An  officer's  cap  was  found  on  the  cabin  floor  on  a  bloody 
bed  sheet;  a  six-shooter  (Colt\s  dragoon  pistol)  and  a  cutlass,  marked 
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"2r>.l  B.  2nd  D.,''  beloii^rin|r  t<t  tho  U.  S.  frigiitc  SaiUtv^  was  found 
alonjrside  of  it.  A  nciv  grapple  used  for  ix>arding  and  l:2-poundor 
shrapnel  wen*  found  also;  tho  TJ-pounder  on  deck  was  loaded  but  not 
primed.  The  whole  sUite  of  the  schooner  showed  that  tho  vessel  bad 
been  taken  by  surprise  and  an  overwheUning  foree,  lint  made  a  des- 
perate renistttnce.  How  nianv  were  killed  could  not  be  aseertained* 
At  9  a,  ra.  towed  the  li&i/al  Yacht  alonjj.side  the  steamer  Oenend  HhmIc, 
and  after  dtschar^inp  her  jj^un,  n  12-pounder,  and  ammunition  into  her 
(steamer  OfHt^rfil  liujtl),  towexi  her  to  tlir  city  to  the  lower  wharf. 
The  hull  of  the  vonsel  is  not  injured,  the  decks,  houses,  and  spars 
badly  burned;  tho  sails,  with  exception  of  the  jib,  are  burned  up. 

NftvemherS. — Steamer  Cnlonfl  iSVr// went  over  to  Bolivar  Point  with 
stores  for  Captain  MeMannus  [McMahani]  company.  Yacht  Fanny 
Morgan^  commanded  by  f  W.  II.J  Beazley,  and  n3anne(l  by  a  detachment 
of  10  volunteers  belonging  tt^  Captain  [B.)  Timmon's  conji>any,  wont 
out  and  took  the  Royal  Ynvhfs  place  as  giuird  Ivoat.  The  l>attery  at 
Fort  Point  mistakinj^  the  boat  lired  several  shot^  at  her,  but  did  not  do 
any  injurv. 

NoiHunhef  i). — Put  a  jfuard  on  board  the  Rot^ai  Vatht.  P.  M.  until 
sunset  observed  the  tlaj,""  on  iKMird  i>f  the  U.  8.  f  rigatti  Saidi'ti  half-masted. 
Seven  oars  belonginjf  to  the  U,  S.  frigate  Sanl<x  were  found  on  Boli- 
var Point.  The  oars  were  nmflled,  and  several  bullet  holes  trould  Imj 
seen  on  the  upper  end.  sliowing  |)lHiidy  that  the  srbooner'.n  crew  dis- 
covered and  tireil  into  the  SmtUe  h  bonis  Iwfore  tho  crew  lM>arded  the 
schooner.  At  10  p.  m.  steamer  tyouel  SteU  left  the  wharf  and  went 
on  the  lookout  sUition,  in  charge  of  Mi*.  Ch.  Fowler,  uiasterVs  mate, 
CJ.  8.  Navy. 

JVf/verfwer  JO. — At  11  a.  m.  observed  asmall  schooner  standing  toward 
the  bar.  On  seeing  two  l)oats  from  the  V.  S.  frigate  Sautt-*-  pufi  toward 
her,  she  went  al>out  and  was  boarded  by  one  of  the  lK)ats  and  anchored 
under  the  frigate^s  guusut  noon.  The  schooner  showed  no  flag  and  could 
have  easilj'  escaped  by  keeping  on  the  Hrst  tack  and  running  under  tho 
battery  on  East  Point.  At  night  steamer  OihmA  .S'^e^/ went  out  on  the 
lookout  station  with  a  detachment  of  25  soldiers  on  lx)ard.  from 
Lieut^'i^nt-Colonel  ((fosiah  C.  ]  Massie's  regiment. 

Niyi^emht^r  11, — Steamer  StAl  took  fviel  and  water  to  steamer  Rusk, 
Turned  the  Royal  Yatchoy^.v  to  Th.  C'hubb.  At  T)  p.  nv.  took  on  board 
two  companies  of  volunteers  an<i  landed  one  on  the  Pelican  Spit,  the 
other  one  on  the  steamer  (rrnf-ivd  Runk.  At  midnight  steanier  (Vfhmt'l 
xStt'Il  left  the  wharf  and  went  on  the  lookout  station  without  anybody 
but  tlic  crew  and  officers  belonging  to  her  on  board.  Conunnnder 
Hunter  gave  a  written  onler  for  the  delivery  of  the  Royal  Ynhh, 

Novenihev  7^.— Captain  Menard,  conunanding  a  cavalry  companyon 
Bolivar  Point,  reported  having  seen  the  boats  of  tho  frigate  taking 
sounding^  along  the  i^oast.  A  small  hoat  Ijolonging  to  the  schooner 
Royal  lachi  was  picked  up  at  Bolivar  by  CaptAin  McManims 
(McMahanll,  Tho  guard  on  the  schooner  itoyal  Yacht  left  tho 
Bchooner.  Steamer  oUU  could  not  obtain  a  detachment  of  soldiers  on 
account  of  some  of  theotlicers  having  misunderstood  their  orders,  and 
therefore  had  to  go  on  the  lookout  station,  as  on  the  previous  night, 
with  only  her  officers  and  crew  on  board.  A  thick  fog  prevailed  dur 
ing  the  night. 

Nweinhit  IS. — At  night  the  steamer  Stdl  took  her  station  between 
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Bolivar  and  Fort  Point.     Twenty-rive  men  of  Captain  Stovall's  com- 
pany were  oitlrrod  on  liomd  liy  OpnemI  P^  O.  Hebert. 

J^fWrt/ihrr  Z^.— Steumcr  Gi^icvd  Rn*<l:  received  orderH  iind  anehored 
Jjetween  Fort  Point  and  the  Pelican  bpit.  The  following  day  and 
nijfht  sijfiials  were  adopted  by  the  commanding  officers  on  Bolivar 
Point,  Ptdiran  Spit,  and  Fort  Point,  and  approved  by  Ooniinander 
Hunter.  Steamer  John  F.  Onrr  towed  a  Jnirge  loaded  with  lumber  to 
Bolivar  Point.  During  the  night  nteatner  ^tdl  laid  on  the  lookout 
station. 

Ntrromhi-r  /•>. — Midshipmiin  [W.  |  N.  Shaw  arrived  frnin  the  schoonor 
//.  Dodtje^  at  (ialvcston,  and  wuh  oniercd  by  Commander  Hunter  to 
the  steamer  Colrnujl  St<fll.  During  the  night  the  lookout  steamer  was 
on  her  station. 

.•Vftvi^ttiht-r  10. — At  .'iiSO  Htwimer  O/rr,  with  Commander  Hunter  and 
Midshipman  Shaw  on  board,  left  the  wharf  and  proceeded  up  the  tjist 
Bay  toward  Kollover,  the  narrowest  point  on  liolivar.  At  7:30  a.  m. 
the  steamer  had  to  anchor  on  account  of  a  don.se  fog.  At  5:30  p.  ni. 
arrived  at  about  24  miles  from  Kollover,  Hnding  24  feet  water  and 
mud  hanks  across  the  bay.  The  bay  in  full  of  sboaJH  and  reefs,  and  only 
well-acquainted  pilots  can  navigate  her  with  light-draft  vesi*elt«. 

Xur*  mhtr  17. — K^'turning  to  the  city  the  steamer  stuck  again  on 
Manna's  lleef,  and  Commander  Hunter  left  and  returned  in  the.  yacht 
J*hnnt/  Mortfan.  The  steamer  got  oiF  at  high  water  and  arrived  at  her 
wharf  at  8:30  p.  m.  At  10  p.  m.  .-steamer  ViM»wl  St<<ll  went  out  to 
cruise  in  the  channel. 

Notk^mher  tS.~\i  U  a.  m.  left  the  wharf  and  took  from  the  PclicHn 
Spit  two  companies  of  soldiei's  to  the  city  on  account  of  a  grand 
parade.  At  5  p.  m.  i-eturned  the  soldiers  to  the  spit.  At  U  p.  m, 
steamer  Stdl  left  the  wharf  to  cruise  in  the  rhannel  between  l^livar 
Point  and  Fort  Point. 

Noiu'tiihr't  10. — ^The  schooner  Roifid  YtwJd  having  l>een  turned  over 
to  Th.  <_'hul>b,  son  of  Captjiin  C.  Cluibh,  and  part  owner  of  the  ves.*wl, 
on  Monday,  11th,  wa.s  towcti  to  BuH'alo  Bjiyou  to*day  bv  the  steamer 
Neptune.     At  9:30  steamer  Cdoud  SfAl  went  out  into  the  channel, 

Novemhrf  ^2. — At  11  a.  m.  a  stormy  norther  commenced 'to  blow 
and  the  sea  in  the  bay  rose  in  a  few  hours  Ui  an  unusual  height.  The 
steamer  Strll  had  to  remain  alongside  the  wharf. 

November  '2i. — The  weather  moderated  at  daylight  and  the  day  was 
fair  and  pleasant.  Steamer  ./oAn  h\  Vnrr  \\\\\Aq^  her  regular  trip  to 
Pelican  Spit  and  Bolivar  Point,  and  at  lo  p.  m.  steamer  Suit  went  out 
in  the  channel. 


Nox^emher  S^. — At  9  p.  m.  steamer  iSt^l  went  on  the  lookout  station. 

Nm^fiht7'  ^-'k — At  1  p.  m.  steamer  Sfel/^  with  25  soldiers,  lielonging 
to  [E.  B. I  Nichols'  regiment,  left  wharf  and  wont  out  in  the  channel 
on  the  lookout  station. 

Norcmhf-r  ^G.  ~i>toam(ir  John  K  6^arr  left  her  wharf  and  made  her 
regular  trip  to  P<!lican  Spit  and  liolivar  Point,  it  having  been  arranged 
by  Commander  Hunter  and  the  c^oimnanding  general,  P.  O.  H^t»ert,to 
let  one  of  the  chartered  steamers  run  three  times  a  week. 

November  m. — The  Fanny  Monjan  left  her  moorings  to  go  up  to 
Chocolate  Bayou.  Mr.  IVazley,  in  charge  of  thi>lHtat,  received  orders 
to  take  soundings  in  the  West  Bay  from  the  railroad  bridge  to  Pass 
San  Luis,  and  to  stake  off  the  deepest  channel  between  the  oyster  rcef_ 
below  Deer  Island. 


JVofyemht'f  S8. — At  2:30  p.  ni.  sloop  Fannv  Mryrt/an  returned.  Steer- 
iug  a  S.  W.  hy  S.  course  from  the  milroaa  bridge,  4i  unil  5  feet  of 
water  aro  found  in  the  bay  a.'f  far  as  Sau  Lui.s  Pa.sM  and  on  the  N.  W. 
point,  Alligator  Head.  Kroui  hrr<^  to  the  etitnintM*  of  C-hocolate  Bay 
and  aifterwardri  Uayou  only  ^2  foot  and  2^  feet  of  water  arc  found,  and 
the  bayou  is  full  of  nhell  Imnks  and  lumps  with  only  IS  to  24  inches 
on  them.  Thedee|)est  water  i>  found  by  .st<M'ring  from  Alligator  Hetul 
N.  \V.  per  compa-s^H  ai  mites:  from  here  the  navigation  is  very  crooked 
and  inarked  l»y  stakes.  TLc  stiikes  have  to  Im?  left  on  the  port  side 
going  up,  or  S.  W.  nide  spenking  of  their  l)earing.  From  the  last  stake 
Uio  course  is  \V.  N.  M'.  \}vv  cuminusK,  to  the  month  of  the  Uiyou.  For 
vessels  or  steamers  dniwing  over  2^  feet  of  water  it  would  Ih>  ihinger- 
ous  to  attempt  to  go  up  the  l>ayou.  At  4  j).  ni.  steamer  (rt^h^isil  Hunk 
weighed  iiiu'hor  and  anchored  at  two  cahle  lengths  from  the  bark  JVrw- 
Of«.  8te:amer  VohmA  Stril  left  the  wharf  at  II  p.  ni.,  ti»e  delay  l>eiDg 
caused  by  the  nonappearance  of  the  guai*d. 

Nm^mher  ^9. — Captain  L.  Smith,  commanding  steumer  Gffneral 
linfl\  reeeived  onlers  to  sd'ip  the  bark  Xth'titc.  The  H<nf*fU  <^Uy 
towed  her  alongside  the  wimrf.  At  2  p.  m.  steamer  Xt-ptuin-  arrived, 
chartere<l  by  Commander  Hrinter  for  tne  service  nf  the  C'Onfederate 
Stat<».s.  Captain  Cli.  Fowler  ttxik  ehitrge  of  her.  At  H  p.  m.  Captain 
J.  KigleyV  eompaiiy  re]K>r"le(l  f4>r  night  service  on  l>(*ard  the  steamer 
Nf'ptmm.  A  high  an*!  turbulent  sea  and  a  strong  norther  prevented 
the  steamer  from  leaving  the  wharf  till  late. 

Novfeiiiher  30. — Steamer  i'arr  left  the  wharf  at  9  a.  m.  with  all  the 
sick  soldiers  on  bojird,  having  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Houston, 
At  10  a.  m  steamer  SttU  left  and  went  to  llolivar  I'oint  and  IVIican 
Spit.  At  10: 30  steamer  M'mj  IliU^  commanded  by  CaptJtin  Lawh^sa, 
arrived,  ('bartered  by  ('(tnimiindtM-  Hunter  for  the  service  of  the  (V»n- 
federate  8tat<'.s.  At  2:;io  p.  m.  steamer  Munj  IHfl  loft  the  wharf  and 
pr<K'eeded  to  Bolivar  Tnint  i\m\  took  Captain  Menard's  cavalry  com- 
IMiny  on  hoard.  Somi*  of  the  tentsi  and  a  few  horses  were  left,  and  (he 
steamer  .'Started  at  7  p.  iil  from  Bolivar  Point  for  Sm  .liu'into.  where 
the  rompany  vnxa  oT-rlered  to  camp.  Steamer  Nrpimtt  left  the  wharf 
at  H  p.  m.  and  went  out  in  the  channel  with  a  company  of  soldiers  on 
Iward.  At  2  a.  m.  the  steamer  got  aground  on  Foil  Pohit,  on  account 
of  a  strong  ebb  lidos<^tting  into  the  bights  of  the  bay  and  the  weather 
tteing  thicK  and  foggy. 

Decetnhi'i'  J ,  -  \i  i\x\\\\^\\\  «alni.  At  2  p.  m.  steamer  Ci}fi/inil  Steil 
went  to  lioUvar  Point  and  took  the  remainder  of  Captain  MemirdV 
company.  hoI■sp^*,  an^l  tents  oil  the  point.  Returning  to  the  city  she 
landed  at  Pelican  Spit  and  took  u  companv  of  tierman  volunteers, 
beltmging  to  Major  [Theodore]  O.swalos  hattalion,  to  the  city,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  general,  1*.  O.  H^liert.  Arrived  at  her  wharf 
at  7:;tO  ]).  m.     Steamer  i\ejduuif  went  «mt  in  the  channel  at  ii:lH)  p.  in. 

DiTvjnfh-r'ji. — At  9  a.  m.  steamer  i'arr  returned  from  Hoa'^ton,  hav- 
ing on  Inmrd  the  gi*eater  number  of  the  sick.  The  C^rt  on  her 
arrival  at  Houston  found  a  t-elegraph  dispatch  to  return  a  certain 
number  of  sick.  At  11  ii.  m.  r<teiimer  Marn  IliU  ivturned  from  her 
trip  to  Sm  Jacinto.  The  Imrk  A'»"vx  being  now  strippe<l  and  her 
lower  uiHst.s  cut  away,  conuuencod  to  put  balliist  into  her.  At  8  p.  m. 
steamer  Nfptiim'  left  tlie  wharf  and  wont  out  into  the  channel. 

l>evein}>er  S. — At  *t  a.  m.  the  stA'jimi'r  Hot/**''  ('*ty  tf>wi*d  the  bark 
Nuect'/t  into  the  channel  between  Hitchcock's  Shoal  and  the  East  Point, 
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anchored  her  in  th»'  miduhnnnel.  On  account  of  the  strong  ebb  tide 
it  was  found  itupossiblo  tu  place  the  vi^HMit  in  thi*  pi'oper  poAitioii  to 
ol>strm't  the  obauuel,  and  the  st<*a»i(»r  ivlurnrd  to  the  city.  At  1 
p.  m.,  two  hours  before  the.  setting  in  of  the  flood  tide,  the  Baymi  OUy 
steamed  alongside  the  bark  again  and  i-onmioncfd  heaving  in  the  stem 
chain.  At  3:3o  tbfi  Iwrk  was  proywrly  nio«>i'ed  hwid  and  stvrn,  and 
Commander  Hunt^-r,  C.  S.  Navy,  gave  the  order  to  open  the  side  ports 
and  let  the  water  in.  The  vessel  settled  down  slowly  and  sunk  at  .1:25 
p.  m.  She  lay  now  in  5^  fathoms  water,  exiwtly  in  the  middle  of  the 
channel  between  Hitchem:k*H  Shoal  and  the  Kast  Point,  and  in  a  line 
between  Bolivar  Point  light-house  and  the  market-house  Htecple. 
Steamer  Oohmd  St&il  went  to  Houston  with  stores  and  goods  belong- 
ing to  the  Government,  Steamer  Jfthn  F.  Cft/T  made  her  regular 
tnp  to  Pelican  Spit  and  retume<i  to  the  city  Ht  4  p.  m.  Whileengaped 
with  sinking  the  l>ark  Nutrt-a^  observed  a  )»ark  steering  to  the  west- 
ward, one  schoont^r  cruising  and  i>ne  schooner  at  anchor.  Steamer 
Neptune  went  out  in  the  channel  at  i>  p.  m. 

I)^'€taher6. — Stejinier -A//j«  F.  Varr  e^unmentuHl  taking  in  freight 
for  Houston  for  the  ('.  S.  Government.  Steamer  Bftyon  City  took  on 
t)oard  rigging,  spars,  and  blocks  from  the  h>ark  JVtu^ces^  sunk  in  the 
channel;  said  rigging,  etc.,  to  l>e  stored  for  the  Govermuent  at  Lyueh- 
bui-g.  Steamer  Mmy  UtI/  was  ordennl  by  the  commanding  genend. 
P.  O.  Hubert,  to  proceed  to  Pelican  Spit  and  there  to  report  to  the 
conmianding  officer.  Ijeft  the  wharf  at  7  p.  m.  An  official  report 
reached  the  city  tlmt  a  Uirk,  trowdetl  with  soldiei-s.  was  seen  otf  Pas* 
San  Luis  at  the  west  end  of  Galveston  Island,  and  also  a  steAni  frigate, 
name  unknown,  anchoi-ed  lii  miles  below  Galveston.  Steamer  JV^>- 
itmc  at  9  p.  ni.  went  into  the  channel. 

Decemlh'r  7. — At  (J  a.  m.  the  Hayou  City  left  the  wharf  with  a  com- 
pany of  soldiers  belonging  to  Aiajor  Oswald's  battJilion  on  board. 
Took  a  hwirge  alongside  and  the  Uen^mU  Jitud-  in  tow.  The  Gett^rai 
JiuitJc'i*  diTift  aft  wa'*  5  feet  T  inches  and  the  greatest  care  had  to  be 
taken  to  keep  her  in  the  deepest  <'hannel.  The  soundings  to  Ked  Fish 
Bar  canal  decrease  very  regularly  from  10  feet  to  (>^  feet.  At  W  a.  m. 
entered  the  canal;  the  canal  runs  in  a  course  from  N.  W.  by  W,  to 
N.  W.  bv  N.  and  is  very  narrow.  In  this  canaK  and  between  it  and 
Cloppe/s  Har,  the  Ot^nend  j?mv(j(- grounded  st^venil  times,  but  backiKl  ott', 
assisted  hy  the  Bayou  CUy^  without  nun-h  loss  of  time.  At  meridian 
entered  Clopner's  Har  canal.  The  canal  runs  in  a  straight  line 
W.  S.  W.  ana  E.  N.  E.  Leaving  the  Rn*(k  to  back  through  by  her- 
self, the  Baytni  <///fy  took  the  schooner  //.  Dtuhjt  in  tow  and  proceeded 
with  her  up'to  Buffalo  Bayou  and  San  Jacinto  River,  dropping  and 
anchoring  ner  at  Lvnchburg.  The  Bayou  City  returned  to  the  ship- 
yard at  the  other  side  of  the  river  ancl  lauded  Major  OswaldV  com- 
pany at  7  p.  m.  In  the  meantime  the  Qenenil  Rtutk  came  up  and  was 
ordei-ed  bv  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  the 
schooner  //.  I)f*d(fes  anchomge  and  there  to  ancnor.  Taking  4<.'  men 
of  Gaptu'in  Menard's  company  and  some  20  men  belon^ng  to  the 
steamer  BtMl\,  ^  of  the  schooner  //.  Doilge  on  lH>ard,  ^^xe.Baymt  City 
steamed  7  uiileii  up  river  and  took  25  cords  of  firewood  on  iKHird; 
returned  to  the  snipvard  opposite  Lynchburg  and  turned  over  to 
Major  Oswald,  by  order  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  one  33- 
pounder  field  howitzer,  3ti  rounds  of  shell,  and  28  rounds  of  tiinial 
*or  said  howitzer,  with  caissons,  anmumition  bof  nM 
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agc«  Viclonging  to  the  gun  and  cftrriages;  took  in  75  barrels  of  coal 
and  loft  tho  shipyiird  at  Vi:'25  a.  ni.,  htmdav,  December  S. 

lhu^f>tu}jer  S.—Xt  2  a.  lu.  anchored  off  Morgan's  Point  and  waitxxi 
thei^  till  4^30;  hove  up  ant'hor  and  proceeded  to  Galveston,  where  we 
urriv<^d  at  0  a.  ni.  At  10  a.  m.  steamer  Mnrtj  H'dl  went  to  Pelican 
Spit;  left  at  2  p.  m. ,  having  received  onlers  to  pi-oceed  to  Virginia 
Point  with  a  number  of  spatfis,  wheelbarrows,  etc. ;  returned  at  7  p.  ni. 
to  the  -spit  to  remain  there  at  the  disposal  of  the  commanding  officer. 
At  7:30  p-  m.  steamer  r/.  F.  Carr  returned  from  Houston.  At  8:  SO 
p.  m.  steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf  and  went  out  in  the  channel  on 
the  lookout  station.  Signal  was  made  on  the  lookout  fur  a  war  steamer 
approaching  and  anchoring. 

j)ecefnfM?r  0.~ At  1  a.  m.  Commander  Hunter  was  called  to  the  com- 
manding officer';!  quarters  to  receive  a  communication.  Signals  were 
seen  on  the  island  and  the  person  who  had  made  the  signals  by  tiring 
rockets  was  arrested.  Steamer  Sit^U  is  reported  to  be  aground  on 
Clopper^a  liar.  At  9  p.  m.  steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf  and  went 
into  the  channel. 

Det'einhrr  10. — Steamer  ^^^n'y  Ilill  returned  from  Pelican  Spit,  took 
in  wood,  and  went  back  again  at  2:30  p.  m.  At  7:30  steamer  ./.  F. 
Carr  went  to  San  .Jaeinto  to  take  Captain  Menard's  eavalry  company 
back  to  Gralveston.  At  S:  30  steamer  Neptune  went  out  on  the  looKout 
station. 

D(u\miher  11.— kt  1  a.  m.  steamer  Cohmd  SicU  returned.     At  3:20 

S.  m,  steamer  ,L  F.  Carr  returned  from  San  Jacinto  with  Captain 
lenard\s  cAvalry  company  on  board.     Steamer  Neptune  left  and  went 
on  the  lookout  station  after  midnight. 

Theemlter  12. — At  8  a.  m.  steamer  Mary  Hill  arrived  at  the  city 
from  Pelican  Spit  with  Captain  [Sidney  T.]  Fontaine's  company  on 
board;  landed  the  company  at  Fort  Point  and  returned.  At  6  p*.  m. 
left  again  with  Cuptam  (A.  S.]  liiibuzan's  eompuny  on  Iwara,  and 
returne<l  to  Pelican  Spit,  where  Captain  Labuzun  was  ordered  in  place 
of  C-aptain  Fontaine.  Steamer  Neptune  went  on  the  lookout  station. 
Loaned  Captain  L.  Smith,  couimauding  sU^amer  (h  jural  Ru»k\  a  six- 
»h(x>ter  (Colt's  dragoon  pistol),  the  one  left  b}'  the  enemy  on  board  the 
Bchooner  ^oytf/  \acM. 

Decemlter  IS. — Steamer  Mary  HUt  came  over  from  Pelican  Spit  to 
the  city;  returned  at  tf  p.  m.  Steamer  Neptuiic  went  out  into  the 
channel  at  H:30  p.  m. 

December  1^. — At  10  a.  m.  thcdispnU'h  boat  Fanny  Morgan  went  up 
the  bay  to  Morgan's  Point,  to  bo  hauled  out  of  the  water  and  cleaned, 
\\y  orcler  of  Comumuder  Hunter,  C  S.  Navy,  the  Neptune  having 
taken  the  place  of  the  schooner  Rt^yal  Yacht^  will  hoist  and  make  the 
signals  formerly  adopted  for  the  lioyttl  Yueht^  viz,  one  red  light  over 
a  g^recn  light — Beware,  lookoutl  Two  rockets  at  an  interval  of  two 
muutes — enemy  are  dispatching  boats  toward  shore.  Steamer  Nep- 
tune  left  the  wharf  at  8:30  and  wont  out  into  the  channel. 
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*  Formerly  ateamer  Plnfral;  later  U.  S.  S.  Atlanta. 
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Mallard,  William  H 228 

Navy  l>epartment,  U.  S 290 

Whitehead,  William 228 

MenUone<l 73. 110, 170, 211.  212.238,  246. 2ft3.27.\3,'V9, 380, 368 

Roportii  of. 

Dai  Ohing,   V.  S.  B.     Lom  nt,  in  Combahe<o  liiver,  South  Carulinii, 

January  26,  1H65 105-197 
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Balch,  0«OTg«  B. — Continued.  Fmgt. 

Reports  of. 

North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 206, 213 

Togodo  Creek,  South  Carolina.     Engagement  with  Confederate  bat- 
teries on,  February  9,  186.'> 226 

Balch,  OeoT^  V.     Mentioned 226 

Baldwin,  Augustas  S.    Mentioned 565,648 

Baldwin,  Charles  H.     Mentioned *. Ill 

Baldwin,  T.  B.     Report  of  survey  of  steamer  Amazon 285 

BaliBe,  Muoissippi  Biver.     Proposed  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  at    See 

JfwnMippt  liiver.     Proposed  attack,  etc. 
Ball,  William  H. 

Mentioned 561, 667 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  8.  ship  Marion 655 

Baltic,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 820, 828, 829 

Bamberg,  American  ship.    Mentioned 526, 664, 573, 822, 823 

Barataria  Bay,  La. ,  blockade  of,  order  of  William  Mervine 665 

Barttot,  Alphonae.     Mentioned 460 

Barby,  M.     Mentioned 246 

Barclay,  A.  A.  E.  W.     Mentioned 461 

Barclay,  William  H.    Mentioned 297, 296 

Barnard,  Schooner.     Mentioned 708, 718, 750 

Barnard,  Bdward.     Certificate  of  clearani'e,  cargo,  destinations,  etc,  of  ves- 
sels at  Apalachicola,  Fla 856 

Barnard,  John  O. 

Mentioned 157,364 

Report  of  measures  for  blockading  coast  bordering  on  Gulf  of  Mexico. .  618-630, 

651-656,680,681 

Barnes,  Isaac.     MentioncMl 179 

Baron  De  Xalb,*  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 432 

Barrancas,  Fort.     See  Fori  Bnrrancas. 
Barrett,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 287 

Elliott,  Fred 265 

Mentioned. .  30, 170, 172, 211, 246, 253-255, 281, 29.% 304, 317, 327, 332. 341, 345, 370 
Reports  of. 

Celt,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  February  18,  18fi5 266 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Hoisting  of  flag  over  wnn-ks  in  harbor  of 257 

Deer,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 264 

Barron,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  W.  ^\^  Hunter 832 

Mentioned 287 

Barrow,  Kichael.     Mentioned 180 

Barrow,  Bobert  J.     Mentioned 821 

Barrymore,  William. 

Mentioned 281,292,303,317 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Julia,  December  23, 1864 143 

Barslow,  William.     Mentioned 817 

Barstow,  Itobert.     Mentioned 530 

Barton,  0.     Mentioned 110 

Bashford,  Andrew  P.     Mentioned 176,179 

Baailde,  Schooner.    Captureof,  June  23,  1861 560 

*  Fonnerly  tbo  St.  Louto. 
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B&t«B,  Bobert  C.     Mentioncnl 97, 10S 

Battery  BeauUeu,  S.  C. 

Occupiition  of,  hy  United  State*!  foroea 137,148 

Orders  of  Joiiii  A.  Dahlgren  (or  defrtnirtlon  o( 167, 298 

Battery  Bienvenue,  La.     Arrnaincnt  of 763 

Battery  Uarshall,  S.  0.     (^'a^ualtics  on  (T.  S.  8.  Pontiac,  reeolttng  from  ex- 
plosion of  ehcll  fired  from <IA,5(V-^ 

Battery  Prin^le,  B.  C.     Engagement  with  V.  8.8.  Cnnnnodore  M<'T>onougli, 

Janiiary  28,  1865 2W 

Battery  Bosedew,  S.  0. 

Occupation  of,  by  United  Stat*»  forces 137 

Ordor  of  John  A.  Dahlgrtm  for  destruction  of 298 

Battery  White,  8.  0. 

Destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Harveetmoon  otf.     See  Ilnrreittmoon  O,  &  8. 

Evacuation  of,  In- Confodcrau-y.     Keiwrtof  J.  Blakt'ly  Creighton 268 

Battery  White  and  Qeorgetown,  B.  C.     Ofciiimlian  of,  by  UniUxl  8tat*» 
forces  February  26,  1805. 

Extract  from  diur%'  of  John  A.  Dahlgreo 378 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 278 

Regulations  iseuod  by  John  A.  DahljiPpn  to  citiRens  of  Geonretown 274 

Reports  of 

r>ahlgren,  John  A 172-274,277,380 

CreighUjn,  J.  Blakely 27fi 

MatthewP,  E,  Or\ille 278 

Noyea,  Allen  K 276 

StcIIwagcn,  II.  B 275 

Surrender  of,  by  intendant  ami  warden* 275 

Batty,  William.     See  iiUliam  Salty,  Sloop. 

Baxter,  Bodney.     Mentioned 677,588,507,608 

Baylor,  Thomas  G.     Mentioned 21U 

Bayou  City,  C.  8.  S. 

Abstract  log.  September  2tt-December  H,  1861 859-660 

tlliarU-rof 841,860 

Mentioned 700,853 

Bay  Point,  S.  C.     Awjembling  nf  naval  lirigailp  at.  for  expiMlition  Uy  Po(?o- 

(alitro,  S.  C.     OnlereofJobn  A.  Dahlgren 81-84 

Bazely,  V.  S.  S.     Mentiime.! 432 

Beard,  George  W.     Mentioned 252 

Beatrice,  British  steamer     (.'hailing  aflbore  of,  otf  Charleston,  S.  C,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1864 112-114,354 

Beaufort,  0.  8.  8.     Mentioned 840 

BeauUeu,  Battery,    ikf  Battery  Beaul'mi, 

Beauregard,  Confederate  nteuiner.     Mentioned 474 

Beauregard,  Ouetave  T. 

Correfipondenco  with  W.  \V.  Hunter 482,499,507 

Mfntionwl 411-113,415,423,424,426,482-184,491,608 

Beazley,  W.  H.     Mentioned K«5. 866 

Becker,  Arnold.     Mentioned ..-..--.-- ....^»... 427 

Becker,  George  A.     Mentioned -.- 179 

Beckwith  C.     Mentioned 527 

Beebe,  Junius,     l^*  Juniujf  Ftrrfif,  Omfedrrale  ttramtr. 

Beecher,  Henry  Ward,  Rev.     Mentioned 315,373 

Behndas,  I.     Mentioned 576 
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Belknap,  Ctoorgre  B.  r^ce. 

Coireflpondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgten 183 

Mentioned 211, 246, 2&4, 281, 292, 303, 317, 327, 332. 345, 370 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Evacoaaon  of,  February  18,  1865 258 

Deer,  Steamer.     Capture  of ,  February  18,  1865 253 

Bell,  Charles  H.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 343 

BeU,  E.  B.     Mentioned 420.421,423 

Bell,  Oeorge.     Mentioned 755 

Belle,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  July  20,  1861 691 

Belli^rent  rigrhts 789 

Beltzhoorer,  D.    Report  of  {loetB  and  troops  in  Department  No.  1,  C.  S.  A..      582 

Ben  DuTiping',  Brig.    Mentioned 601 

Bennett,  Mr.     Mentioned 310 

Bennett,  Jeremiah  H. 

Mentioned 244.281.292,303 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  St  Andrew's  S<mnd,  Georgia 218 

Bennett,  Sidney.     Mentioned 812 

Bennett,  William  T.     Mentioned 75 

Benson,  W.  P.    See  \V.  P.  Ben$<m,  Schooner. 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned 28 

Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana. 

Blockade  of,  report  of  James  Alden 807 

Confederate  troops  at 583 

Operations  of  Confederates  in.     Report  of  Cit-ero  Price 60 

Bibb,  U.  8.  coast-survey  steamer. 

Explosion  of  torpedo  tinder,  Charleston  Harbor.  March  17,  1865...  295,296,385 

Mentioned 81,146,357,364,415,417 

Bienvenue  Battery.     See  Battery  Bieniaiue,  fAnimann. 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 864 

Big  Ogeechee  Biver,   Georgia.     Operations    in.     Communications   from 

L.  McLaws 455 

Bilozi,  Hiss.     Confetlerate  trooiw  at 582 

Binnez,  (George.     Mentione<l 63 

Birch,  Edward.     Mentioned 86. 97 

Bissell,  Theodore.     Mentioned 800 

Bissington,  William  H.     Mentioned 179 

Black,  Alexander.     Mentionwl 180 

Black  Biver,  Oeorgia.     Operations  in.     Rei>ort  of  (leor^e  IJ.  Morris 288 

Blair,  Frank  P. ,  jr.     Mentioned 181, 219,  ;t65, 367 

Blaisdell,  Itorenzo  C.     Mentioned 180 

Bl^e,  Edward.     Mentioned 179 

Blake,  Francis  B.     Mentioned 523, 61 1 ,  670, 671, 673 

Blake,  Oeorge  S.     See  Naisd  Academy,  Su]>erintendeni  of, 

Blake,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 144 

Blake,  John.     Mentioned 316, 372 

Blanchard,  Horatio  S.     Mentioned 171, 

212, 246, 282, 293, 304, 318. 328, 341, 345 
Blockade  of  Gulf  porta. 

Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S 529, 802 

Reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pontetal 618-630,651-665,680,681 

Blockade  runners. 

Capture  of.     See  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Stftiadron;  captures  made  by. 
Also  Ou^  Blockading  Squadron;  captures  made  by. 


Blockade  ruiiiiers~Continae<:l.  ^^^^^  Page. 

Movements  of, 

Corauiunications  from 

Dixon.  William 458 

Ort-at  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to 603 

Hainbtirg,  U.  8.  cnnmil  nt 687 

Havana,  U.  S.  coiuml-jeenenil  at......... 664 

Liverpool,  V.  8.  viw-cnnfful  at 604 

Ijotidon,  U.  fi.  conmil  at 668 

McKcan,  W.  \V 818 

Mintum,  R.B 643 

Murroll,  Joe.  E 843 

Navy  Department,  IT.  8 18, 

626, 550,  ofrl,  568, 587, 5P1,  QKi,  643, 737, 745, 747. 762 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  0.  8.  conmil  at 762 

Saoford.  Charles  W f>.50 

State  Department,  V.  B 74« 

Tnll«»t,  Miirshall ftW 

War  Department,  C.  8 820 

ReiJort  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 147 

Sec  also  Apiilachux>ia,  Fin.,  niotrment*  of  btocknd^  rtimirm  a//  ChartetUm, 
S.  C,  blockatie  of;  rorraqumdeiyrt  rfgnnUntj  Uw  y<icht  Gypfif  awl 
hrr  aeirure  Jnm  JS,  1861,  pp.  822-825. 
Blunt,  G.  W.     Pee  G,  W.  DlurU,  U.  S.  schooucr. 

Bog-an,  Edward.     Mentioned 

Boom,  Francis.     Metitioiietl 

3oothby ,  Mark.     Menliuued 

Boron,  C.  L.     Mentioned 

Borton,  James  D.     Mention&i - 611,070,671 

Boue:htoQ,  Napoleon. 

Correspondenee  with  Sydney  W.  By  ram 252 

Mentioned 130, 170, 211, 245. 281, 292,303, 317. 327.332,  :MI,  346 

Reporta  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Removal  of  olwtraetions  from 408 

Syren,  Steamer.     Captun'  of,  February  is,  IS65 252 

Boutelle,  Charles  0. 

Corrcsfponilenco  with  W,  T.  Sherman 146 

-  Mentioned '. 5,  147, 2n«,  .'{88. 389 

Report  of  explosion  of  torpedo  under  IT.  8.  Co«flt-Siir\*ey  steamer  Bihh. 

Man:h  17,  1866 295 

Bowdle,  William  J.     Mentinnea 77,80,  Ift^  110 

Bowen,  W.  L.  I..     Report  of  capture  of  hIoojis  William  Batty  and  Lyman 

Dudley 845 

Bowers,  Hary.     P<mj  Mary  Bowers,  Sleamer. 
Bowers,  William  L. 

.\ppointe<!  to  eomman*!  I'.  S.  M'hooner  Janief)  S.  Chambers 166 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlpren 86 

Mentioned 170,211,245.269 

Boyd,  WilUam.     Mentioned 170,211, 245.281, 292,303,ai7,326,:W2,341 

Boyer,  CharleH.     Mentioned .- Ill 

Boynton,  Warren.     Mentioned 97 

Bradbury,  Dr.     Mentiom^l 728,729 

Bradford,  Abby.     See  Ahbij  Rradford^  Amm^nn  tehooner. 
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Bradford,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 372 

Bradford,  Henry  F.     Mentioned i 189 

Bradford,  Joseph  U. 

Correepondence  with 

Boughton,  N 408 

Fillebrown,  T.  Scott 148 

Mentioned 66, 70, 

73, 74, 85, 87, 106, 141, 142, 172, 243, 290, 316, 348, 358, 360. 370, 413, 416, 418 

Bradley,  John.     Mentioned 180 

Brady,  James  J.    Mentioned 179 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

Cooper,  Samuel 852 

Nttvy  Department,  C.  8 835 

,  War  Department,  C.  S 786 

Mentioned 787,796,800 

Reports  of. 

Fort  McRee,  Fla.    Combined  attack  upon,   November  22  and  23, 

1861 783-786 

Judah,  Confederate  privateer  schooner.    Destruction  of,  September 

14,  1861 675 

Pcnsacola,  Fla.     Operations  off 852,854 

Special  orders , 835 

Bramley  Moore,  British  ship.     Mentioned 536,540 

Brandt,  Charles.     Mentioned 86,97 

Braziliera,  V.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned 4,17,27,38,54,126,156,170,211,245,281,291,292,303,311 

Operations  in 

8t.  Andrew's  Sound,  Geoiyia 218 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georf^iu 15, 16 

Brazos  Biver,  Texas. 

Blockade  of.     Order  of  Henry  Eagle 682 

Measures  suj^estetl  for  the  capture  of  IT.  S.  pchooner  Sam,  Houston  in. 

Communiiationa  from  C.  O.  Forshey 842 

Breese,  James  B.     Mentionetl 272,275 

Breese,  K.  Randolph.     Mentione<l 364 

Breese,  S.  Livingston  ( Lieutenant ) . 

Mentioned 639,644,648,665,667 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Belle  off  Tampa,  Fla.,  July  15,  1861 591 

Breese,  Samuel  L.  (Captain),    Mentioned 627 

Brent,  Daniel  G.     Correspondence  with  \V.  W.  Hunter 609, 610 

Brent,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondem-e  with  W.  W.  Hunter 463,466-469,471-473,491 

Instructions  regarding  tlispowition  of  vessels  on  evacuation  of  Savannah, 

Ga 482 

Mentioned 489,490,492^95,499,835 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga. .  470, 472, 479, 483-485, 492, 497 

Bridewell,  Lemuel  O.     Mentioned 492 

Brigham,  LeGrand  B.     Mentioned 294 

Bright,  George  S.     Mentioned 595 

Brilliante,  Mexican  schooner.    Capture  of,  June  23, 1861 560 

Brinkley ,  Seth.     Mentioned 180 

Brinton,  Americua.    Mentioned 207 
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Britannia,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 365 

British  consul  at  Qalveston,  Tex.     Mentione<I 749 

British  consul  at  Havana,  Cuba.     Mt-ntumfJ ..       673 

British  consul  at  Key  West,  Fla.     Mfnitiont^l 797 

British  consul  at  Kew  Orleans,  La.     ML-utiune<I . .  528, 533,  617, 640,  QS8, 823, 824 
British  minister  to  the  XTnited  States. 
Correapondent'e  with 

Robint^on,  J">hn  G 823 

State  department,  U.S 637,797 

Menli.me.1 63tt,  539, 540,  ttl3,«5n,  7^7,798,823 

British  ownership.     Transfer  of  American  vessels  to 533, 534, 570,  B49, 818 

Broad  River,  South  Oorolina.     Operations  in.     Communications  from  John 

P.  Hat«-h 215 

See  also  I'ocotaliffo,  South  Varolina,     Operatiom  nf  the  navnl  brigadr^  etc 
Brockin^on,  Samuel  A. 

Corrwpr.iKlfnirt!  with  W.  W.  Hunter 510 

Menli.ini^I 506,514 

BrocoUn,  Marion.     Mentioned 548 

Brodhead,  Edg-ar. 

Mentioned IJS,  171,212,  24(},  282, 293 

Rejfort  of  «)[>eratioiiH  in  virinity  <tf  Dulifry  Smuid,  lieoifOA 220 

Brodi«,  Nen^ant .     Mentioned 662 

Brooklyn,  V.  S.  8. 

Blorkado  of  Miasiaaippi  River 528, 502,  B02, 657-659 

Captures  niai  U;  by 602, 823-fl25 

Mentioned IS4, 522.  52:{,  52*),  .548, 552,  .555,  ,TrtO,  5fl7, 5«s»,  5I>2,  594, 

59K,  614, 6;J2,  WO,  642,  Mti,  656,  056,  665,  667, 676,  747,  7SW,  SlO,  818, 829 

OrderH  f i  tr  movements 664, 819 

Broome,  John  L.     Meitl  iimed 528 

BroroNeck^  Qeore:ia.     Destruetionof  salt  works  on.    RetKirtuf  R.  P,  Swunn.       394 

Brown,  Mr.     Mentinne<1 643 

Bro^vn,  Charles.     Heationeii 194 

Bro-vm,  Francis.     Menttonefl 755 

Brown,  George.     Mentioned 537, 539, 573 

Brown ,  George  M.     M  entinnwl 641 

Brown,  George  W.     .Mentiune«i  -,_....-...... 282,293,304 

Brown,,  Harvey. 

Correspondence  with  William  \V.  McKean 550-555, 

702,  735,  7:^6,  76(t,  768, 771».  780, 796,  BOO,  801, 819 

Mentioned 520,551,573,574, 

589, 693, 694, 648,  664,  667,  685,  692,  694, 700, 707,  775, 777, 804, 813, 854 
Reports  of. 

Fort  Mc^Ree,  Fla.     Combined  attack  upon,  November  22  and  Zi,  1861 .       781 
Judah,  Confederate  privateer  schooner.     Destruction  uf,  September 

14,  1861 673 

Brown,  Isaac  N.     MenLinnod 418.459,460,782 

BrowTi,  James  [  HoaUiwain)- 

Mentioiieil 220 

Report  of  injuriew  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  in  a<L'tion  with  Confederate 

baltorieH  on  TogiMhi  Creek,  South  Carolina,  February  9, 1865  ..       227 

Brown,  James  (Seaman).     MentJom'tl 648 

Brown,  James  C.     Mentioned 179 

Brown,  "L.  F.     Mentioned 4 62 
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Brown,  Nathan.    Mentioned 138 

Brown,  Philip  P. ,  jr.     Mentioned 278, 283, 371 

Brown,  Bohert  K.     Mentioned 179 

Brown,  Thomas.     Mentioned 179 

Brown,  William.     Mentioned 333 

Browne,  William  M.     See  State  DqmrlvmU,  C.  S. 

Browne,  William  B.     Mentioned 767, 768 

Brubaker,  J.     Mentioned 102 

Bninaao,  John.     Mentioned 617 

Bryan,  B.  P. 

CorreepondentM)  with  M.  M.  Gray 423 

Mentioned 413,415,420,424-426,428 

Bryant,  Nathaniel  0.     Mentioned 667, 698 

Bryant,  Seth  H. 

Mentioned 193 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Coquette,  January  26, 1865 201 

Buchanan,  Hugh.     Statement  regarding  obstruction  in  Charleston  Harbor..       403 

Buck,  Mr.    Mentioned 294 

Buckley,  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 99 

Buddendorff,  Mr.    Mentione<i 738 

Buel,  D.  H.     Report  of  defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga 210 

BttfiElalo  Bayou,  Texas.     Defense  of.     Orders  and  instructions.     W.  W. 

Hunter 853,868 

Bug^,  Billy.     Mention  tni 498 

Bullis,  William  H.     Mentione<l 332,341,345 

Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  in.     Report  of  William  Watson 269 

Exi)edition  to,  February  12-17,  1865. 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 367,368 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahl^rcn 237-239 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 262 

Ridgely,  Daniel  li 239,241 

Stanly,  F 239 

Bunting^,  James  H.     Mentioned 133 

Burbeck,  William  P.     Mentioned 180 

Burke,  James  H.     Mentioned 179 

Bumham,  Albion.     Mentioned 346 

Burris,  Mr.     Mentioned 424 

Burritt,  S.  L.     Mentioned 309 

Burrows,  William.     Statement  regarding  attack  upon  Federal  blockading 
squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River, 

October  12, 1861 719 

Bush,  B.  O.,  et  al.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 27.=^ 

Burton,  Oeorge  S.     Mentionetl 77, 8li 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 162, 753 

Byram,  Sidney  W.     Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Syren,  February  18, 1865.      252 
0.  P.  Snapp,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  August  8,  1861 617 

Mentioned 639,640,649 

O,  P.  Williams,  U.  8.  schooner. 

Mentioned 3,17,27,38,48,54,125. 

154, 171,  207,  212, 242, 246, 251, 282,  293, 304,  318, 328, 333,  341,  342,  346 
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Operationf4  in  Stonn  River,  Kouth  Carolina 230-^7 

Orders  for  movement*) ._._ 128,331 

Cable,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 2M 

CableB,  Gteorg-e.     Mentioned ]U 

Cain.  Thomas.    Mentioned 180 

Caine,  Mr.     MentioneJ 297 

Cairo,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 432 

Catdwell,  OliarleBH.  B.     Mentioned 790 

Cald^rell,  George.     Mentione<l 179 

Oaloo&ahatchee  Biver,  Florida.     letter  of  Williimi  H.  French  re^rding 

sell onner  in 302 

OaUioun,  Confe^Ierate  Hteamer.     Mentioned 72ti,  728,820 

Calypso,  V.  B.  8. 

Mentioned .^23,320,  ;i32,ft40,a46,a4»,  361, 353, 374 

Movementeof .-,--.      320 

Ordere  for  niovements ..._.  =  ...,_.       299 

Oambridge,  U.  S.  S. 

MentioneJ :t5, 245. 281 ,  292. 303, 31 7, 327, 332, 3;J3,  ^2,  Sfttt,  033 

Niekel«,  J.  F.,  apimiiited  to  euuimand 305 

Oniere  for  movements 19, 287 

CameUa.  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 4,17,28,35,39,66,64,96, 

97,  111,  12G,  155,170,211,240,  281,  292,303,317,326.332,341,  345,  350 
Cameron,  Simon.     See  Set-rrtary  of  War,  ('.  S. 

Campbell,  John  A.     Mentioneil .._.-,.,., 342 

Canandaig^a,  U.  8.  8. 

Mentioned 3, 17.2.s.;tt,;t.i,3S,54,85, 

96, 99. 102, 125, 143, 154, 170, 211 ,  238, 245, 263, 281, 291 ,  292, 2!W,  31 1 ,  382 

Movements  of 307 

OnJera  for  movements 36, 128 

Scott,  G.  II.,  ordere«l  to  relieve  J.  F.  Green  of  eommond 130 

Canoniciu,  V.  S.  8. 

Mentioned..... 183,211,246,253,264,281,286, 

292,  :K)3,  317. 325. 327,  liiM),  332, 335. 337,  342,  345.  346,  350,  365,  446.  4.>5 

Operations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  8,  C 258 

Onlent  fur  raovementit 266 

Protwtittn  of,  againHt  torpe<ioe» 162 

Carborry,  Charles.     Mentioned ........r......      672 

Carl,  Ship.     Mentioned 530 

CarLecronaf  Frigate.    Mentioned 521 

Carlsen,  C.  T.     Mentionetl 427 

Carnation,  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 4,17,27,38,64,71, 

126,154,170,211,223,245,281,292,303,317.326.  332.341,  345.  360,  366 

Camer,  James.    Mentioned 97 

Cames,  William  W. 

Appointed  tn  eommand  C.  8.  8.  Sanipeon 466 

Corresponaence  with  \V.  W.  Hunter 476, 4H5, 500, 505. 500 

Meiitionetl 488 

KelieveJ  of  cuniniaml  of  C  8.  8.  8ajnp8on 510 

Carney,  Bei^jaminB.     Mentioned ,, .      595 

Carr,  John  F.     See  John  F.  Our,  CbnfederaU  steamer. 

Carr,  Bobert.     Mentioned 688 

Carr,  S.  B.     Correspondenee  with  J.  A.  I)ahl(fren 275 

Carter,  William.     Mentioned 766-759 
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rage. 

Oarter,  Woodward.     Mentioned 77,99-101 

Oasey,  SUaa,  jr.    Mentioned 611, 691 

Oassandra,  Steamer.    Mentioned 140 

Oassell,  G.  W.     Mentioned 246 

Oatalpa,  U.  S.  8. 

Mentioned 3,17,27,38,54,71,111,125,154,170.211. 

238, 239, 245, 275, 279, 281, 292, 300, 303,  317,  326,  332,  341,  345,  349,  361 

Noyes,  A.  K. ,  appointetl  to  command 1& 

Operations  at  Geoi^etown,  S.  C 276 

Oatakill,  U.  S.  8. 

Captures  made  by 253-2S6 

Mentioned 3, 13, 17, 27, 37, 38, 41, 54, 125. 153, 154, 170, 176, 211, 245, 257, 266, 

281, 293, 304, 315, 317, 325, 327,  XV),  332,  341,  345,  349,  352,  383,  434,  465 

Orders  for  movements 287 

Oavendy,  Edward.     Mentioned 11, 170, 211, 246, 281, 292,3<», 317, 327, 332 

Cecilia,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  September  24,  1865 687 

Cecilia,  U.  8.  schooner.    Captures  made  by 688 

Cedar  Keys,  71a.     Keraptnre  of  prize  vessels  off.    Reports  of 

Mervine,  William 589 

Selden,  Geoi^e  L 666 

Celt,  British  Bteamer. 

Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 250,258,369 

Mentioned 246 

Center,  Sturgia. 

Mentioned 170,211,245,281,293,304,317,327,332,341,345 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blockade  of 246 

Removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of 407 

Challenger,  H.  B.  M.  ship.     Mentioned 686 

Chambers,  General  T.  J.     St'c  Omeral  T.  J.  ClinmberK,  Schooner. 
Chambers,  James  S.     See  Jamen  iV.  Chambers,  U.  S.  swhooner. 

Chambers,  Thomas.     Mentione*! 194 

Ohambliss,  N.  B.     Mentioned 429 

Champion,  John  C.     Mentione*! 226 

Ohandeleur  Island.     Operations  at.     Report  of  Melancton  Smith 670 

Chaplin,  James  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 41, 103, 134, 156 

Walton,  Walter 133,195 

Mentioned 118, 1 70, 190, 191, 196-200, 366 

Relieved  of  command  in  Stono  Inlet,  8.  C ^ 

Reports  of. 

Coquette,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  January  26,  1865 201 

Dai  Ching,  U.  S.  8.     Loss  of,  in  Combahee  River,  S.  C,  January  26, 

1865 192-195 

Chaplin,  "W.  C.     Mentioned 194 

Charles  Henry,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  August  7,"  1861 615, 616 

Mentionetl 632, 650 

Charles  Morgan,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 820 

Charleston,  C.  K.  ironclad.     Mentioned . .  23, 297, 355, 372, 387, 389, 396, 416, 418, 469 


Charleston,  8.  0.  PMW. 

Arrival  at,  uf  vet<»elij  from  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 183 

Blockade  of. 

Ordera  and  in^tnictioiu. 

BraiJfoni,  Joe.  M 148 

Dah!Kr«n.  John  A 33,44,64.  ISa.  1.10. 2fi2 

Green,  J.  F I0.:i3.n«,  114.  119, 132 

Navy  Department,  V.  K -.-- 217 

Reports  of 

Center.  8 246 

Green,  J.  F 10,  lfi.:W,4«,ttO,  115 

Jones,  J.  K 249 

Lee,  Charles  W H 

Montell,  F.  M m 

Patterson.  T.  H 8,11.59,ll(J.n7 

Ruijffly,  Dnnk'l  B ^ 21(1,218 

See  also  BaUenj  Manh*iil,  S.  C.     Gmtaltin  oh  U.  S.  S.  Pimtinr,  etc. 
Capture  of  Fe<!ural  boats'  orewH  off,  Deoeniber  31,  IHM.     Rerxirts  of 

Dahlgnn.  John  A 13H,139 

Kicli,  A.  V 139 

Ricker.  Charlw  C 139 

CaplurtiH  made  off 2^>-32, 

37, 42, 1 12-1 14, 217. 246, 252-257, 271, 272, 290, 320, 322,  :J37 

C'onfe«lerateve«»elnat 459 

Correspondence  resardinij  raising  tmnken  propHTty  in  harbor  of. 

Orderof  William  Railford 352 

ProiJOHition  u( 

(iniy,  M.  M 355 

De  Krafft.  J.O  P 355 

Rcpftrt«  of 

Churchill,  W.  1 354 

liadford.  William 354 

Defenses  of.     See  CfuirleAton,  S.  C.     Report*  and  cormtfumiieuce  relathi/f  to 

offMrnrtltm*  tmit  liffniMn  o/  harbor  of. 
Destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  PatapBco  in  harlK>r»f.     See  PaUifunVt  !■.  S.  K 

Draft  of  water  on  bar.     Rejxirt  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 5 

K6t!a|H!  of  iriiion  ]>risi)nerH  fnitn.     Kf^Mirt  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 45 

Evacufttiwii  of,  eU'.,  February  18,  1865. 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  r>alil(?n'n 370 

ReportH  of 

Barrett,  K 257 

Belknap,  G.  E 268 

Dahljfr.-n ,  Juli ii  A 249,  25«,  2B2-2««,  380 

Examination  of  wrecks  of  blockade  runners  in  harbor  of.     Order  of 

John  A.  Dalilgren 48 

Explosion  of  torficdo  under  Coaet^urvey  steamer  Bibb  in  harbor  of, 
Marrh  17,  1861.     See  Bibh,  Cottat-fiunrj/ iitfamtr. 

Memorials  of  Confetlerate  warfare  eeul  to  Naval  Academy  from 339 

Obetroctions  in  horiwr  of.    H(m!  Ctuirlftton,  S.  C.     Jieportit  nml  curratpond- 

enrc  rthiiing  Ui  ofn^nitiioiiM  and  dr/niMit  of  harttor  of. 
Occu|)ation  of,  by  Uuile*!  Stated  forces,  February  18,  1865. 

Cumniunii:ation.i  from  John  A.  Dahlgren 260 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgrt*n 370,372 

Report  of  E.  Barrett „ . 257 
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Oharleston,  8.  C. — Continued.  Vagt. 

Operations  against  defensea  of. 
Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A 68,152,313 

Green,  J.  F 66 

Scliimmelfennig,  A 812 

Sherman,  W.  T 180 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 367-374 

Orders  and  iostructiouB,  John  A.  Dahlgren 48, 143, 153, 169, 188, 247, 248 

Reporte  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 19-26,40,185,429-456 

S<?e  also  BuWb  Bay^  S.  C;  Patapsco,  U.  S.  S.,  d^ruetion  o/,  etc.;  Skmo 
River,  S.  C. 
liaiaing  of  United  Statee  flag  over  Fort  Sumter.    See  Fort  Sumter,  &  C 
liomoval  of  French  Bubjects  froni.    Communication  from  Navy  Depart- 
ment, U.  8 : 12 

lieports  and  correspondence  relating  to  obetmctions  and  defenseB  oi 

ICxtracts  from  a  journal  found  at  headquarters,  torpedo  departmmt. 418-429 

Ortlers and  instructions  Navy  Department,  U.  8 - 6,2^ 

Reports  of 

Boughton,  N 408 

Center,  Sturgis 407 

Chassaing,  B.  E 378 

Dahlgren,  John  A 14,19-25,41,159,296,374-376,380-403 

Dichman,  E.  J 406 

GiffoM,  JohnL 403-406 

Gray,  M.  M 376,379 

Haffards,  WiUiam 376 

Hanson,  C.  H 407,408 

Mitchell,  Benjamin 379 

Tuttle,  Horace  P 41 

Statement  of 

Buchanan,  Hugh 403 

Flynn,  William 402 

Gray,  M.  M 411-413 

Matthews,  E.  Orville 410,411 

Murray,  Michael 402 

Smith,  WiHiam 409-411 

Thompson,  Roljert 414-416 

Wood,  Francis 416-418 

Sale  of  vessels  in  harbor  of,  recommende*! ■. 343 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Colored  citizenB  of.    Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahl- 
gren        307 

Charlotte,  Schooner.    Capture  of 346 

Charmer,  Coal  ship.     Mentioned 549 

Charter  of  vessels  for  Confederate  States  Gtovemment 841, 844, 847 

Chassaing,  B.  E.     Report  of  examination  of  torpe<lo  boats  at  Charleston, 

S.  C 378 

Chatham,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 3,17,28,39,66,126, 

140, 155, 170,  211,  245,  281, 292, 303, 317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  ;t49,  382,  353 
Chauncey,  John  S. 

Correspondence  witli  Navy  Department,  U.  fi 544 

Mentioned 661 

Chenango,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  uiado  by 271, 272 

Mentioned 262, 279, 281, 292, 303, 31 7, 327, 3:^2, 333, 342, 344, 370 


ChenangfO,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  l-ace. 

Movementfiof 209 

Operations  at  (io«iryetown,  R  C,  and  vicinity 288 

Ordera  for  movements 217^270,271 

Ohene,  Fort.    See  Fbrt  OiAw. 

Chesterfield,  Confe<1erate  steamer.    Mentiunvd 411 

Chew,  Horace.     Mentioned 8*1,96 

Ohicora,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 23, 366. 372,  S87. 4fi9. 463. 464 

Chicora, "  Steamer.     Mentioned 64 

Chippewa,  V.  H.  8.     Mentioned 4,18,28.39,55,337 

Christopher  W.     Mentioned 277 

Chubb,  C.     Mentioned 859,882,866 

Chubb,  Thomas. 

Charter  of  tichooner  Royal  Yacht  by,  to  Confederate  States  tMivemment. ,       844 

Mentioned 7.Vi.  759.  760,  761. 865, 866 

Ohurchill,  William  L. 

Mentioned 48, 170, 211, 246, 281, 293, 304, 317, 327, 332. 3.36,341, .S46, 388 

KejKirtH  of. 

Cbarleeton,  8.  C.    Raising  minken  property  in  harbor  of 354 

Savannah,  Ga.    Operations  in  vidnity  of 289 

Chuston,  William.     Mentinned 201 

Chuverton,  Pilot.     Mentioned 216,223 

Cienfuegros,  Cuba,  g'ovemor  of.     Mentioned 600, 601 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  TJ.  8.  commercial  a^ntat.     Ment.ione<l 670 

Oienfuegoa,  Cuba,  17.  6.  consular  agent  at.     Mentio»e<l 579,590,600 

Cimarron,  U.  S.  S. 

Johnson,  A.  W.,  relieved  of  ronimand 117 

MeuUoned 3,7,17,28,35,38,48,54,64,65.86,97.90,126,160,156, 

170,  180,  197,  211,  245.281,292,317,326,  330,332.  340,346,340,352,373 

0})eratiimfl  in  Cooper  River,  Houth  Canilina 302,303 

Onlera  fur  movements 29, 306, 316 

Tiioiui>8o]i,  EKbert,  appointe*!  to  command 150 

Clancy,  Philip.     Mentioned «.%  96, 102 

Clara,  BiO^fiaii  Iiark.     Mentione<1 659,747 

Clark,  Charles.     Mentioned , 498 

Clark,  0.  J.     Mentioned ^.. .,,-...      498 

Clark,  N.  Beach.     Mentione«l 546 

Clark,  Bobert 

Mentioneti 671,672 

Report  of  T.  Bailey,  recommend ii^  promotion  lor , 675 

Clark,  William  B.     Mentionwl B35,(i02 

Clay,  Clement  C,  jr.     MiMitioned 333,334 

Clayton,  William  F.     Mentioned 511.612 

Clemens,  SailiuK  mn»ler.     Mentionwl 823 

Clover,  U.  S.  H. 

Captures  maile  by 11*2,200,  li02 

Mentioned 3. 17,  27,  .38, 54, 126.  155,  170. 191-lW,  196,211,233.238, 

245,  279,  281, 283,  284,  292, 303,  317,  326,  332,  341,  344.  345,  :M9.  351,  384 

Reiiiuval  of  obetructioDs,  Cbarlceton  Harbor 379 

Clyde,  William  P.     See  Willimn  F.  Ctyttr,  Stmmtr. 

Coal,  Supplies  of 522, 523, 545, 561, 562,  574, 596, 59B,  632, 6.33,  657. 707,  761 

Cobb,  Howell.     Mentioned 505 

Cobum,  Se  viUan.     Mentioned 672 

•  AllM  Ut  Uar  Be 
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Oo^ley,  J.    Mentioned 77,80,99 

Cc^ley,  William.    Mentioned 99 

Ooit,  James  F.    Mentioned 762,767 

Ooit,  Prince.    Mentioned 36 

Oollins,  P.     Mentioned 427 

OoUins,  John.    Mentioned 170,211,240,245,281,293,304 

Collins,  Patrick.    Mentioned 817 

Oollins,  Peter.     Mentioned 15, 16 

Oolonel  Lamb,  Steamer.    Mentioneil 18 

Cfolonel  Btell,  Confederate  Bteamer. 

Charter  of 860 

Mentioned 863-868 

Orders  for  movementH 858 

Colorado,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 559,754 

Destruction  of'Confetlerate  privateer  echooner  Judah  at  Penaacola  navy 
yard  by  boat  expedition  from,  September  14, 1861.  See  JwUth, 
Confederate  privateer  schooner. 

Mentioned 623,546,561, 

565, 579, 590, 594, 601, 609,  614,  637,  642, 644, 645, 655, 670, 672-676, 679. 
685, 686, 690, 701-703,  705, 718, 719,  722, 735,  736, 755,  765,  766,  769, 771 

Movements  of 578 

Operations  at  Fort  Pickens,  Penaacola  Harbor,  Florida 688, 

593, 598, 610, 612, 633, 638-640, 648, 662-664, 666, 694, 754 

Oilers  for  movements 519,520,522,533 

Columbia,  C.  S.  ram.    Mentioned 23 

Columbia,*  Prize  steamer. 

Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia 338 

Description  of 336,372 

Drawings  of 400, 401 

Hayward,  George  \V.,  appointed  to  command 320 

Mentioned 286, 322, 332, 335, 337, 342, 343, 372, 373, 387-389 

Columbine,  U.  S.  S.     Mentione*! 4, 18, 28, 3i»,  55, 191 

Columbus,  Qa.     Confederate  vessel  at 459 

Columbus,  Ga. ,  Mayor  of.    Mentioned 159 

Colvocoresses,  Qeorge  H. 

Mentioned :i5,186,754 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  R.  ship  Supply 801 

Combahee  River,  South  Carolina. 

Captures  made  in 200-202 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instnictions,  John  A.  Dahlgren 215 

Reports  of. 

Sheffield,  K.  H 224 

Stillwell,  James 223 

Winslow,W.  H 224 

See  also  Dai  Cking,  V.  <S'.  A'.     Lom  of,  etc. 

Commodore  Jones,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 432 

Commodore  HcDonoug:li,  U.  S.  S. 

Crosman,  A .  F. ,  ordered  to  rel  iove  f^bert  Thompson  ot  commaiul 150 

Mrntionetl 3, 17, 

27, 38, 54, 61,  125,  154, 170, 190,  202,  207,  211,  242,  245,  247, 248,  251,  257, 
261, 263,  273,  281, 293, 304, 318, 327,  332,  341,  345  349,  352,  :J53,  356,  368 

*Ponnerl)r  0.  S.  nun  Coluinhln. 


Commodore  McDonough,  U.  H.  S. — Cotitinnpil. 
Opcrationj"  in 

Folly  River,  South  Carolina 230-237 

Stono  River.  South  Carolina 135,204 

Thonipflon,  ^^bc^t,  ardeml  to  relieve  J.  C.  Chaplin  of  command 20 

Como^  Veaeel.     Mentioned 767 

Comatock,  John  H.     MentioiKHl 58a 

Comatock,  William  V. 

Ap|KiiiiU'iI  (i>  rniijiiiHnd  C  H.  S.  Hamiwon 510 

Correapoiiilonce  with  W,  \V.  Hunter S06,  606 

Mentionwl 487, 503 

Re[H)rt«  of. 

A.ugn8ta,  Ga.     Operalioiis  in  vicinity  of , 497 

Savannah,  Ga.     OiwTalioiia  in  vicinity  of 480 

Cone,  Eugene.     Mentione<l 180 

Coiiemaugh,  1'.  S.  8. 

Mentioned 335,337,340,345,340,361,353 

Orderfl  for  movementa 328 

Oongdon,  Joseph  W.     Mrniinned 2fi8, 276, 2»i 

Congresa,  0-  B.     An  art  t"  prnvitU*  for  ilefeiim*  of  the  MiHHiwtijtpt  River KM 

Connecticut,  V.  S.  8.     MentiomMl 574,809,666.  667.  677.  7(M,7R8,  704.  796,804 

Connell,  ICichael  D.      Mentioned , ,,,,,,,,., ,,,-, JM4 

Conner,  Thomaa.     Mmiti<iiLt^l ^ ......^.. ........ *......),...        63 

Conrad,  Charlea  IC.     Mentiuued  t 837 

Gonatance,  Steamer. 

Mentione<I , 34,37 

Sinking  of 8.tt 

Constitution,  Steamer.     >rt'ijliuiieil 790, 805, 814 

Contrabands.     Enlit-LnuMit  of,  In  V.  8.  naval  Bervioc 819 

Conway,  Edward.     Mentioned ....,.,. 756 

Conwayboro,  S.   0.     Kxpi^dition  to.     See  Warramnw  JUver,  Smith  Oirotinn. 
Op^aliotut  in. 

Cook,  John  V.     MentUmeil IW, 

211,244,  281,292,303,.3]7,  320.  331,. ^10,  343 

Cook,  Joseph  J.     Mentioned 849,RfiO,8d4 

Cooper,  Samuel.     C(irn>>p4indi'n<nr  with 

Brajj},',  Hraston 675, 783-786, 852, 854 

Twiupt,  ^-  K 821 

Cooper,  Walter.     Mentione.1 348,411,413,414,416,418 

Cooper  Hiver,  South  Carolina. 

Capturee  made  in 346 

Operations  in. 

Com  muni  rati  on  fmm  .\.  SchimmeUennig 269 

Orders  and  inBtniclionn.     Juhn  A.  Dahlgren 270,331 

Reports  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 901 

Fillehmwn,  Thomaa  Srcftt 271 

llanMin.  Ciiarleu  H 298 

Montell,  F.  M 269,260,302,346 

Newton,  Thomas .*•...... 297 

Thompeon,  Eglwrt 302 

Coquette,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  26,  1866 192, 200-202 

MenUon«d 19»,344.349,i'i2 
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Ooquette,  Steamer.    Mentioned 65 

Ooralia,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  July  5, 1861 575-577 

Oorbin,  Mr.    Mentioned 118 

Oomucopia,  British  brig. 

Mentioned 762,768,802 

Seizure  of,  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  November  13,  1861 767,772,773,814 

Oorregan,  Bernard.     Mentioned 180 

Ooraozif  EllwoodH.     Mentioned 77,80,105,110 

Oonnopolitan,  Steamer.    Mentioned 333 

Ootton  traffic.     Correspondence  concerning 218, 244 

Courts  of  enquiry 178, 197-200, 284 

Coutliouy,  JoBepli  P.     Mentione*! 606 

Oovell,  OharlesH.     Mentioned 611 

Oowena,  B.  0.     Mentioned 698 

Cowing,  Betli  W.     Mentioned Ill 

Cowley,  Charles.     Mentioned 348 

Cox,  ■WilUam  B.     Mentioned 21 1 ,  244, 281, 292, 303, 317, 326, 331, 340. 346 

Cozetter,  Louis  M.     Mentioned 514 

Crane,  Pilot.    Mentioned 328 

Craven,  T.  Augustus. 

Notice  of  blockade,  Key  West,  Fla 634 

Reports  of. 

Florida.    Coastwise  trade  of 634 

President  Fillmore,  Sloop.    Detention  of 558 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.    Search  for 601 

Mentioned  530,548,549,561,569,579,699,600,644.693 

Craven,  Thomas  T. 

Correflpondenee  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 819 

Mentioned 818 

Creevey,  William  S.     Mentioned 179 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgrcn 81,82,91,261 

Mentioned :«, 63, 73, 103, 110, 170,205,211,245,275,281,293 

Reports  of. 

Battery  White,  S.  C.     Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates 268 

Battery  White  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.    Occupation  of,  by  United 

States  forces,  February  25,  1865 276 

Flora,  British  steamer,  destruction  of,  October  22,  1864 31 

Mingoe,  U.  S.  S.    Casualties  to,  in  a  gale  off  Charleston,  S.  C 34 

Waccamaw  River,  South  Carolina,  oi>erations  in 294 

Crinnian,  James  A.     Mentioned 7 

Cronk,  S.     Mentione<l 493 

Crosby,  John  K. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  8.  I  larvest  Moon 7 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 19, 121 

Mentione<i 170,211,245,281,283,293,304,317 

Report  of  movements  of  W.  T.  Sherman 125 

Crosby,  Thomas  D.     Mentioned 144 

Crosman,  Alex.  7. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  McDonough 150 

Mentionwi 76,77,79 

80,  8H,  90, 104,  ia5,  107, 109, 110, 170,  211,  231-233, 245, 281, 293, 304, 313 


Orosman,  Alex.  F. — Continued. 
Reports  of. 

Btono  and  Folly  rivera,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in,  Febniar>' 

9-14,  1865 233 

Stoii'i  River,  8<mtli  Carolina.     Operationa  in  viciniiy  ol 904 

Crowley,  John.    Mentioned 99 

Crusader,  t'.  8.  8. 

Capturee  inade  by 547-o49,  WW 

Mentioned 522,  fi23, 5."»,  546, 5A0, 579, 589, 592, 594. 55i*»,  615, 633, 649,  Wi7 

Operations  at  Key  Wert,  Fla e.*!-! 

Si-an-h  for  C.  S.  H.  Sumter 590,601 

Ouba,  Oovenior-General  of.     Mt>ntiniie<l....... 000 

Cubitt,  Bichard.     MentiontM 622 

Otummngs.  Andrew  B. 

Menti<»ue«l 6fiO,7*J5 

Report  of  t-uaversatiou  with  senior  British  uaval  officer  at  Port  Royal, 

Jamaica 661 

Cunuuings,  James.     Mentiane<l - -- 817 

Cunningham,  Richard.     Mentinnttl 170 

Curtis,  George  O.     Meiitiuned 170,211,245,281,292,903,317,326,332,340,346 

Cusbman,  Charles  H.     Mpntioned 670 

Cuyler,  R.  B.     Si-o  H.  Ji.  nti/Ur,  U.  *S.  S. 
Oyrene.     Soe  Sj/rm,  Steamer. 
Daffodil,  V.  S.  S. 

Engafrcmont  with  Cbnfe4leratc  batteries  on  Tngndo  Creek,  Fcbroary  0, 

IWy> 225-230 

Mentiouetl  .  4, 17, 25, 28, 39,  h-i,  69, 71. 73,81,  S2.  W,  10«,  1 10, 112,  Ili«.  156, 164, 170, 
195, 196,  20R,  3U-213.  245,  2H1,  292,  303,  317, 327, 332,  :M1.;H5,  348,351 

OrderB  for  uiowmetitR 203 

Dahl,  Oustavus.     MentioniKl ...,.._., 207 

Dahlgrren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Alniy,  John  J 197 

.Amnion,  I>ani«l 214 

Balch,  GeorRO  B 36,71,128, 182,196,203,20(5.213,225,247 

Baldwin.  T.  K.,etal 285 

Barrett,  Eilward 254,256,257,287 

Belknap,  Geonte  E 182,253,258 

Bennett,  J.  H 218 

Boufthton,  Napoleon S5fi 

Boutelle.  C-  0 296 

Bowerw,  William  1 86,155 

Brodhead,  Edgar 220 

Bryani,  S.  Herbert 201 

Bush,  K.  O.,  etal 275 

Cenl-er,  Stun^is 407 

Chaplin,  J.  C 41, 103, 134. 156, 192. 195,201 

Charleston,  K.  C.,  Colored  cltixens  of 307 

Chawaing,  B.  E 378 

Churchill.  W.  L 289 

Creighton,  J.  B 81,82,91.261,276 

Crosby,  John  K 7.19,121,126 

Croenian,  A.  F 150,204,233 

Dana,  W.  H 215 


• 
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Dahlgren,  Jtdm  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Dichman,  E.  J 406 

Emerson,  L.  G 217 

Fillebrown,  T.  Scott 124,129,270,271 

Fillebrown,  T.  Seott ,  et  al 256 

Foster,  J.  G 10,47,61,66,68,75,103,221 

Fox,  GuatavuB  V 340 

Fmiley,  J.  M 205,287,298 

Freeman,  S.  N 165,167 

GiJttord,  John  L 403-406 

Gilleflpie.W.  T 15 

Gilbnore,  Q.  A 242, 243. 260, 261, 301, 305, 316, 317. 319, 431, 463 

Gray,  M.  M 376,378,379 

Green,  J.  F 9,12,15,30,33,36,44,46,48,60,62-64,112,115,123,132 

.      HaffardB,  William 376 

Hamilton,  Jameu  A 322 

Hanson,  Charles  H 2<i8,407,408 

Harrison,  N.  B 36 

Hatch,  J.  P 108,109,215 

Hayward,  George  W 320 

Heath,  D.  P 117 

Howard,  O.  O 122,127,137 

Johnson,  A.  W 64,117,203,207,233,236 

Jones,  J.  E 249 

Kempton,  Z 16 

I.each,  F.  8 200 

Lee,  David 93,257 

Lenthall.  John 120 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R 53 

Luce,  S.  B 51,168,207,222,284,321 

Madigan,  John 42 

Mahan,  A.  T 48 

Matthews,  G.  Orville 278 

Mitchell,  Benjamin 379 

Monitors,  Commanding  officers  of 169 

Montell,  F.  M 259,260,302,346 

Morris,  G.  U 272 

Naval  Academy,  Superintendent  of 339 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 6,18, 

49. 55, 57, 1 15, 148, 214, 244, 260, 262, 266, 267, 291 ,  296, 314, 323, 340 

Newton,  Thomas 297 

Nickelp,  J.  F 305 

Noyes,  Allen  K 25,276 

O'  Kane,  James 279, 306 

Oi^nance,  Bureau  of,  Navy  Department,  U.  S 10 

Parker,  George  W 232, 235, 331 

Parrott,  E.  G 182,287 

Patterson,  T.  H 35 

Pennell,  LA 118,136,136,306 

Phinney,  Alvin 150 

Pickering,  C.  W 334 

Pope,  John 346 

Porter,  David  D 184,260 


Dahl^en,  John  A.— Continued.  ^^^^^^^^  ftge. 

Correspondence  with 

Poller,  E.  E flo 

Preble,  George  H 46,67,61,66,tt9,78,84,8tt,8H-ll5,«8, 104, 188,212 

Prcsidfjit.  V.  8 127 

Qaackenbuah,  R.  P ^ 143 

ReynoltK  WiltiaiiL a?,  134,140, 168,  S."?:*,  337,347 

Rhett,  Alfred 608 

Kith,  A.  F 13» 

HJilmnlHtm,  J.  R 194 

Rklpt'Iy,  Daniel  B 216,218.238,239,241 

■Rolando,  H 183 

8chimmcltciinig,  A 152,  2r>«,  209, 270, 312, 313 

Scott,  4iueU\Ti8H 130, 134, 188,230,247,248 

8cotl.  R.  W 54,148,149,184 

Semmea,  A.  A 6,231,236,248,251 

Bevcninro,  T.  C 20 

Sheriimn,  W.  T 129, 147,  l»i2, 180, 187, 188,  203, 205, 2U»,  220, 324 

StellwH^-eii,  H.  S 275,278.279,299 

StillwcU.  James 7,43,215.223,237,309 

Stod<lar<i,  George  G Ij2 

Stone.  E.  E 29,47 

Swann,  R.  P 7.37,294 

Thoinpsnn,  I'^^hi-rt 20.43,135,150,180,182,197,302,30(1,318,329 

Tnttle,  Horace  P 41 

Upbaiii,  (Jwrge  D 324 

Watsrm,  WHliam 269 

Weaver,  A.  W 182 

West,  W.  H 296 

"White,  OcnT^  B 197 

WilUams,  E.  P „* 262 

Williamson,  J.  C 128,146,164,167 

Wiltjee,  G.  C 98 

Young,  Jonathan 130,131 

ExtraelH  from  iliary  of 357-374 

General  orders..." 109-111,318, 328, 328, 3;W) 

Menlionetl 6, 19, 

26,47,75,99,119,132,133,161,  156,  161,  202,217,239,249,284,286,200, 
299,  315,  :i28,  3:M,  338,  342.  347,  357,  432.  -iXi,  437,  439, 440, 445, 461, 454 

Recotuinetiide  sale  of  veeselt)  in  Charleston  Harbor 343 

Ri<^uIaliunH  iwued  by,  to  dtizena  of  Georgetown.  S.  C 274 

Relieved  of  command  of  South  Atlantic  Squadron 343, 347-349, 374 

Reports  of. 

A  Itaniaha  River,  Georgia.    Operationa  in 135 

Amazon,  Steamer.     Seizure  of,  March  2,  1885 284 

Battery  White  and  Georgetown,  S,  C.    Occupation  of,  by  United 

Slatee  fon-ee,  February  25,  1865 2ri-274,277 

Beatrice,  Brilieh  Hteanier.     Ghaaiiig  ashore  and  deetruction  of.  No- 

vemljer27,  1864 113 

Blockade  runnLTs.     Movements  of • 147 

Bull's  Bay,  South  Carfilina.     Kxjieilition  to,  etc 262 

CalypBO,  U.S.8.    Arrival  of,  at  Charleston,  S.  C 320 

Celt,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 256 

Charleston  Bar,  South  Carolina.    Draft  of  water  on 5 
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Bahlgrexir  John  A. — Continued.  F^ge. 

Reporta  of. 

Charleeton,  S.  C. 

Arrival  at,  of  vesselfl  from  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. .       183 

Blockade  of 60 

Escape  of  Union  prisoners  from 45 

Evacuation  of,  February  18,  1865 .'249,250,262-266 

Obstructions  and  defeDses  of  harbor  of 14, 19-25, 

41, 159, 296, 374-376, 380--403 

Operations  against  defenses  of 49, 185, 429-455 

Vessels  acquired  by  United  States  Navy  on  occupation  of 320, 322 

Chenango,  U.  S.  S.   Arrival  of,  at  Charleston,  8.  C '. .       260 

Confidential  dispatch.    Receipt  of 28 

Cooper  River,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in 301 

Coquette,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  January  26,  165 202 

Dai  Ching,  U.  S.  8.    Loss  of,  in  Combahee  Hiver,  South  CSarolina,  Jan- 
uary 26, 1865 190,  IW,  197 

Deer,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  February  18,1865 ^3 

Elvira,  Sloop.     Captureof,  February  25,  1865 271 

Farragut,  D.  G.    Delivery  of  confidential  order  to 6 

Federal  boats*  crews.    Captureof,  December  22 and  31,  1864 138,139 

Fernandina,  Fla.    Raising  of  blockade  of 146 

Flora,  British  steamer.    Destruction  of,  October  22,  1 864 29 

Fort  Moultrie,  8.  C.    Destruction  of  sloop  near,  November  5,  1864. . .        42 

Georgetown,  8.  C.    Proposed  operations  against 186 

Harvest  Moon,  U.  S.  S.    Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Winyah  Bay, 

South  Carolina,  March  1,  1865 282 

Ironclads,  C.  8.    Comparison  of 336 

Ironclads,  Union.    Condition  of 12 

Julia,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  December  23,  1864 143 

Lady  Davis,  Vessel.    Assignment  of,  to  Light-House  Board 344 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  vessels  sent  to 268 

North  Edisto  River.     Operations  in 187 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  8.    Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Charleston  Harbor, 

January  15,  1865 171-175,178 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C.    Expedition  for  cutting  railroad  bridge  near,  Novem- 
ber 27-December  30,  1864 72-74,82-84,96 

Pontiac,  U.  S.  S.    Casualties  on,  resulting  from  exp1(^on  of  shell  fired 

from  Battery  Marshall 50 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 11, 40, 44, 60, 161 ,  165, 342 

President,  C.  8.    Efforts  to  capture 323, 328 

President,  U.  8.    Ceremonies  on  re(»ipt  of  news  of  death  of 319 

Prisoners  of  war.    Exchange  of ^ 122 

Sarah  M.  Newhall,  British  brig.    Seizure  of,  May  23,  1865 338 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Defenses  of 208-210 

Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces,  December  21,  1864 140- 

142, 156-159, 163 

Operations  in  vicinity  of 5a,  56, 119, 126, 127, 131, 140-142, 161, 218 

Sherman,  W.  T. 

Cooperation  with 219,241 

Proposed  operations  of 161 


Dalilgren,  John  A.— CouUnued.  Vugc 

Keportw  of. 

8011th  Allnntio  UkM'kading  Siinftdron. 

Condition  iind  neeile  of 34,fiS,  151, 185 

DiHpositioii  of  veaeela  ....  3, 17, 27,38,54, 125, 154, 169, ill,  2^J7,  244.281, 
288,  291-293,  303,  308, 311,  317,321,  32tt,  331,  aiS,  340, 342, 345 

S(«ani  lAuncb  No.  3.     Ijuetn  of,  on  St.  Helena  Shoals 343 

Stouewal],  C  8.  ram.     Moveutenta  of 324, 328-330 

Stono  River.    Opcrationa  in  vidnily  of 1B7 

Syrt'ii,  StoanwT.     Capture  of.  February  IS,  1865 252 

Tinclmly.     Fittitignf,  for  army  twe,  by  naval  cugiiiot^r 298 

Torpedo.     Trial  of 14 

Torpedo  boat.    Completion  of,  by  Confedcrak'a 33 

Retjiipj*!!)  tK>miiH)tnn  to  witlidraw  ftpplii'ation  t«i  be  relievt-'d  of  uomnmnd.       243 
Ro<]ue8ts  to  be  relieved  of  conimand  of  South  Atlautic  Bloukading  Si^uad- 

ron 221 

Special  ordew 67,69,70.74.75.81,121,169,238,266,315,334 

Dai  Ching-,  U.  8.  8. 

Capture-s  made  by 192,200-202 

Examination  rif  wreck  vi » 223-226 

L08H  of,  in  C-omliahee  River,  South  Carolina,  January  26,  1865. 

Carnal  tJejft 1 94 

Court  of  enquiry 1U7-200 

Extract  fmin  diary  of  John  A.  I)ahlgren 306 

ReportiJ  of 

Ahiiy,  John  J 19S-2O0 

Balch,  (jeonre  B 195 

Chaplin,  J.  C 192-196 

DahlK'nn.  John  A 190,194,107 

Ut?,  JohnT - 198-200 

Richardson,  John  R 194 

Mentioned 4.  l7,28.;j-'>,38,54, 

118, 12«.  138, 155, 158,  t«JS,  170, 187. 188,  2a5,  21C,  2iy,  311,  344,  :«7,  367 

Oj»Hnitinn«  in  St.  Andrevf's  Sound  ami  vicinity 1.13,  134 

Orders  for  movements 41,  103, 156 

I'rotection  fif  wn-ck  of 215 

Dalton,  Hamilton  H.     Mentione<i 450, 484, 465. 469-193, 496, 497 

Daly,  Michael  J.     Mcnti< med , Ill 

Daly,  William.     Mf*ntione«l 403 

Dana,  William  H. 

CorreHpundeiice  with 

DahlgnMi.  J.  A 215 

Sheffield,  E.  H 224 

Mentioned 73, 

110, 137. 142. 149.  171.  212, 246.  282, 284,  293,  300,  304,  318,  328,  333 

Dan^y ,  Robert.     Menlionw! 13, 237,  336,  348,  388 

Dandelion,  V.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 3,17,27,38,55,103,126- 

128, 155, 170, 211,  245,  281,  292,  WA,  317,  327,  332,  ;«1,  345.  360,  361,  362 

Onlerg  for  moveinenlK 1 21 

Daniels,  J.  M-     See  J.  }f.  fktuieh,  OanJt<lernte  gtfamer. 
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Dan  Smith,  U.  fi.  mortar  echooner.  pagt. 

Mentioned 3,17,27,38,54, 

126, 154, 171, 212, 242, 246, 251, 282,  293,  304,  318,  327,  .S33,  341-343,  346 

Operations  in  FoUy  River,  Sooth  Carolina 230-237 

Banube,  Ship.    Mentioned 794 

Darcy,  J.  J.     Mentioned 463 

Darien,  (H.     Exchange  of  prisoneraat 301,305,306,31ft 

Dart,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  Joly  4,  1861 575-677 

Dart,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by 687,688,694,698 

Mentioned 597,630.699 

Orders  for  movements 695 

Davenport,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 180 

David,*  C.  8.  torpedo  steamer.     Mentioned 397,398,402 

Davidson,  I.  £.     Mentioned 844 

Davidson,  J.    Mentioned 844 

Davies,  John  K. 

Mentioned 201,336,388 

Reportof  survey  of  steamer  Amazon 285 

Davis,  Captain.     Mentioned .-      606 

Davis,  Alexander.     Mentioned —       180 

Davis,  Charles  H.     Report  of  measures  for  blockfuling  coast  of  Gulf  of 

Mexico 618-630,651-655,680,681 

Davis,  De  Witt  G.     Mentioned 176,179 

Davis,  Q.  J.     Mentioned ' 666 

Davis,  JefTerson.    Mentioned  as  Secretary  of  War,  U.  S 663 

(See  also  Prmdent,  C.  S.) 
Davis,  Jefferson  C, 

Correspondence  with  S.  B.  Luce 222 

Mentione<l 168,208,241 

Davis,  John  I*ee.     Mentioned 383,715,724 

Davis,  Lady.     See  iMdy  DavU,  Confederate  tUamer. 

Davis,  Samuel  Boyer.     Mentioned : 847,849-853,859 

Dawn,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 56 

Day,  James  L.     See  Jame*  L.  Day,  Confederate  steamer. 

Dayton,  Lewis  M.     Mentioned 137,141 

Dayton,  Smith  A.     Mentioned 341 

Decatxir,  Stephen.     Mentioned 674 

Deer,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  Febniary  18,  1865 253-255 

Defiance,  Steamer.     Mentioned 820, 828 

DeHay,  Mr.     Mentioned 303 

De  Kalb,  Baron.     See  Baron  De  Kalb,  U.  S.  S. 
De  Erafft,  J.  C.  P. 

C-orrespondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 328 

Radford,  William aVJ 

Mentionetl 340,345,354,599,600,805 

Proposition  of,  for  raising  sunken  property  in  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C.       ."155 
Reports  of. 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S.     Injuries  sustained  by,  in  attack  upon  Fort  Mc- 

Ree,  Fla 779 

Richmond,  V.  S.  S.     Injuries  received  by,  from  attack  by  C.  S.  ram 

Manassas,  October  12, 1861 718 

*  The  generic  name  of  CoDfedente  torpedo  boRts, 


INDEX. 


897 


Delano,  Abraham.     Mcntiunwl fi91 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S.     i  tnlere  for  movement** 7W 

Delight,  Schooner.     CBpture  nf.  DewmlxT  fl,  IWtl  817 

Delta,  "^  Brig.     Seizure  of,  October  27,  1861 74«^750 

Dennis,  Captain.     Mcntioncfl 303 

Dennis,  £d ward.     Mentioned 303 

Department,  No.  1,  G.  S.  A.     .Statemt^nt  ni  postH  and  troo|i»i  in 582 

Department  of  the  South,  Port  ItoTal,  B.  C.     Gillmore,  Ci.  A.,  relievea 

J.  (x.  Fiwtfir  i.»f  c-oiutnnnd -.,.. 221 

De&ces,  Joseph,     ^[entioned 817 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  S. 

jllwtract  lo(s,  December  7, 1861 «IT 

Mentionod 753,754,801,803,807,810,813,816 

Desperate,  H.  B.  M.  8.     Mentioned 817 

Devens^  Edward  F.     Mentioned -„.-.. 704 

jye'wBy,  Qeorge.     Menttunecl -----.--..-.. 755 

Dewhurst,  Adjutant 235 

De  Wolf,  WilliamH.     Mentioned 170,211, 246,281, 293,:«4,318,327,3;i2,»41 

Dexter,  J.  D.     Mentioned 135,171.212 

Diana,  C'onfederate  Hleaiuer.    Terms  for  duuier  of,  to  Confederate  Govern- 
ment       841 

Dichman,  Enut  J. 

Menti.iiiHtL. 15.64,74, 14fl,:We 

Rt'port  of  removal  of  obetructluns  from  barlwir  nf  Charleet4.m,  8.  C 406 

Dick  Key 68,  Confederate  steamer.     Capture  of,  May  7,  1861 820 

Dickinson,  Joseph  W.    Corrcepondcncc  with  J.  M.  Walton 230 

Dillon,  David  B.     Mentioned 284,285 

Dixon,  Oeorg:e  E.     Mentioned __ 427 

Dixon,  Hiram  L.     li«>pnrt  of  injuries  rereivod  by  U.  S.  H.  Richmond  from 

attack  by  C.  B.  ram  Manaiwaa.  October  12,  1861 718 

Dixon,  William.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter -...,-. 468 

Doane,  T.  P.     Mentioned 102 

Doboy  Sound,  Georgia.     Operatinnfl  in  vicinity  of,  report  of  Rdgar  Rrod- 

head 220 

DoddriU,  James.     Mentioned W 

Dodge,  Henry.     Se*)  Henry  Godgty  Ckni/ederate  tehnoner. 

Doering, .     Mentioned , -..-, 842 

Donaldson,  Edward.    Mentioned 802 

Donegal,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .•. 84,97, 

99, 102, 119,  281, 292,  303, 317, 327,  .332,  ;i41, 345, 347, 349,  a^l ,  353,  .366 

Onlen*  for  inovenienta 156,324 

Donelson,  Fort.     Sec  Fort  Dmtdson^  U.  S.  S. 

Douglass,  Mrv.     Mentioned  .300 

Douland,  Michael.     Menlioned - 179 

Downes,  John,     t'orrvppimdence  witli  Navy  Deportment,  V.  8 791 

Dozier,  William  Or. 

Ap]iointe<!  to  rnmnuuid  C.  8.  S.  Pamlico 838 

Corres^Njmlence  with  Georige  N.  Uollius 840,842 

Mentioned 811,83.5,850 

Drake ,  Andrew  J.    Correopondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 701 

•Formerly  called  WUttam  M.  Rlcv. 
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Brake,  George  C.     Mentioned 86,96 

Drayton,  Percival.     Mentioned 56, 435 

Drayton,  Percy.     See  Percy  Drai/ton,  U.  S.  ittoop. 

Drew,  Elijah.     Mentioned 648 

DriscoU,  Patrick.     Mentioned 671 

Driver,  British  sloop.    Mentioned 643 

Driver,  Reynolds.     Mentioned 179 

Droons,  Mr.     Mentioned 796 

Dmid,  Steamer.     Mentioned 37 

Duble,  H.  N.     Mentioned 844 

Ducat,  Captain.     Mentioned 472, 473 

Dudley,  Lyman.     See  Lyman  Dudl^,  Sloop. 

Dugg'an,  Kartin.     Mentioned 159 

Dunbar,  Albert.     Mentioned '. 180 

Duncan,  Charles  D.     Mentioned 192, 194 

Duncan,  James  M.     Mentioned 548 

Duncan,  Johnson  K. 

Mentioned 843 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessele  at 

Head  of  Passes,  Missiasippi  River,  October  12,  1861 726, 728 

Duncan,  William.     Mentioned 127-129, 164, 361 

Dunlop,  Hugrh.     Mentioned 686, 687 

Dunn,  Christopher.     Mentioned 549 

Dunn,  Elisha  W.     Mentioned 752 

Dunning-,  Ben.     See  Ben  Dunning,  Brig. 
Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. 

Mentioned 5,367,411,412,432,435,438,439,443,450,455,796 

Report  of  measures  for  bloctkading  coast  bordering  on  Gulf  of  Mexico  ,  618-630, 

651-655,680,681 

Dupre,  Tower,  La.     Armament  of 763 

Durand,  George  K.     Mentioned 57 

Dwyer,  James.     Mentioned 180 

Dyer,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 170,211,245,281,293,304,318 

Dyer,  Bernard.     Mentioned 97, 102 

E.  B.  Hale,  V.  S.  S.     Mentioned 4,17,27, 

39, 55, 126, 155, 170,  21 1 ,  245, 281 ,  293, 304,  318 
Eagle,  Henry. 

C'orresi«)iidence  with 

Galvecton,  Tex.,  British  consul  at 750 

Jouett,  James  K ' 756, 757 

Mervine,  William *. 637,638 

Mitchell,  J.  G 682,756 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 533 

New  York,  Clerk  District  Court,  Southern  District  of 748 

Mentioned 561,633,639,758,759,805,861 

Explanatory  report  of,  r^arding  statement  of  Flag-Officer  Mervine 640 

Reports  of. 

C.  P.  Knapp,  Schooner.     Captureof,  Augusts,  1861 617 

Delta,  Briji.     Capture  of,  October  27,  1861 748-750 

Galveston,  Tex.     Blockadeof 733,708,812 

Royal  Yacht,  C.  S.  privateer  schooner.     Capture  of,  off  Galveston, 

Tex.,  November  7-8,  1861 755-757 

Santee,  U.  S.  ship.    Movements  of 584 
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East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.     Formation  and  liuiite  of S07 

Eastman,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 586 

Easton,  Corporal.     Mentioned 813 

Easton,  Langdon  C.     Mentioned 148, 168 

Eaton,  William  B.     Mentioned 696, 766 

Ebough,  Mr.     Mentioned 298 

Echols,  William  H. 

Correepondence  with  M.  M.  Gray 420,422-426,428,429 

Mentionfed 381 ,  :i82 

Eckel,  Le'wis.     Correspondents;  with  War  Department,  U.  S 583 

Eden,  Edward  I.     Mentionetl 179 

Edgren,  John  A. 

Mentioned 63, 76, 79,  ia5, 111,333,341 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  fi.  S.  Catali)a 25 

Edmond,  Ij.  A.     Mentioned 204 

Edmonds,  William.     Mentioned 97 

Edward  Barnard,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  October  16,  1861 732 

Edwards,  Confederate  uteamer.     Mentioned 840 

Edwards,  Oeorge.     Mentioned 235 

ElizaBonsall,  British  ship.     Mentioned (i04,f>45 

Elliott,  Frederick. 

Mentioned 165,167,254 

Repfjrts  of. 

Deer,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  February  18, 1865 i 255 

Nassau  County,  Fla.     Expedition  for  capture  of  recortls  of,  January 

10-18,1865 ".       166 

Ellis,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 840 

Ellison,  Francis  B. 

Apjwintwl  to  (•4jinmand  V.  S.  S.  Richmond 748 

CfirreKpondencc  with 

Grinnoll,  H.  Wahon 778 

McKeim,  W.  W 791 

s.  Navy  JX'iiartment,  IT.  S 524 

Mentioned 524,548,610.611,639,666,748,777,781,782 

ReportH  of. 

Apalac'hicola,  Fla.     Chase  of  Confederate  armed  schooneroff 669 

Appk'ton,  Schooner.     Loss  of,  and  condition  of  IT.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuy- 

ler 667,668 

Finland,  Shij).     Seizure  and  burning  of,  off  Apalachicola,  Fla 646 

Fort  McRee,   Fla.     Combined  attack  upon,  Noveml>er  22  and  23, 

1861 777,778 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  V.  S.  S.     Movementa  of 527 

Tampa,  Fla.     Visit  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Jaaon  to 603 

Elvira,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  February  25,  1865 271 ,  272 

Mentioned IU4 

Embleton,  Master.     Mentioned 145 

Emerson,  Loring  O. 

Mentioned 170,211,245,281,292,304,317,327,  :W2,;i41,:J45 

Iteport  of  expedition  for  capture  of  guerrillas  at  Whit*  Bhiff,  CSa 217 

Emily  St.  Pierre,  British  ship.     Mentioned 604, 645 

Emma,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 3*5,341,345,349,352,353,356,373 

Orders  for  movements 322 
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Emxnersozif  John  I<.     Mentioned 755 

Bmmick,  Myron  J.     Mentioned ..; 127 

Bmmons,  Georg:e  F. 

Men tiont^l 753, 773 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  8.  HatteraB 767 

Empresa,  BritiBh  bark. 

Capture  of,  Novembers,  1861 794-796,805.814 

Mentioned , 762 

Enoch  Train,*  Steamer.     Mentioned 575, 658, 820 

Ericsson,  John.     Mentioned 174 

Erving-ham,  Bichard.     Mentioned - _.         52 

Erwln,  Robert.     Mentioned 150 

Ethan  Allen,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentionefl 3,17,27,38.45,54, 

126,  155,  169,  211,  244,  281,  292,  303,307,317,326,331,335.342,  752,769 

Movenientfl  of 766 

Operations  in 

Altamaha  River,  Georgia 135, 136 

St.  Andrew's  Sound  and  vicinity 133 

St.  Simon's  Sound  and  vicinity '. 118 

Orders  for  movements _  306, 696 

Etiwan,  Steamer.    Mentioned 388,411,412 

Eustis,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 657 

Mentioned -  556 

Eva,  Launch.     Mentioned -.       257 

Evana,  ■William  E.     Mentioned 460 

Everdean,  Charles  S.     Mentioned 345 

Express,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  December9,  1861 817 

Ezilda,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  September  30,  1861 .* 738 

Mentioned 718 

Fabian,  James  L.     Mentioned 493, 496 

Fahkee,  U.  S.  S.     Mentionetl  . . . ." 321, 327, 332, 337, 342, 345, 349, 352 

Fairfax,  Archibald  B. 

Correspondence  witii  F.  Forrest 839 

Mentioned 460 

Falcon,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  July  5,  1861 , 575-577 

Tales,  WUliam.     Mentioned 11,170,211,245,281,293,304,318,327,332 

Faley,  Peter.     Mentioned 194 

Fall,  J.  K.,  Rev.     Mentioned 264 

Fanning,  A.  B.    Mentioned 817 

Fanny,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  June  23,  1861 660 

Fanny  Morgan,  Confederate  yacht 

Charter  of 863 

Mcntione<l 860,866-867,869 

Farley,  Andrew.     Mentioned 309, 310 

Farragiit,  David  G. 

Correal  wndeneu  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 18 

Mentioned 6,14,29,357,386 

Farron,  John.     Mentioned 180 

Feamot,  U.  S.  storeship.     Mentioned 633,765,792,817 
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Feeny,  Andrew.     Mentiuned. 
Feilden,  H.  Wemyaa. 

ronvspinulciioo  with  M.  M.  tiray - 418 

Monlionerl 426 

Pel,  Mr.     MeiUinntHi 42» 

FentoHf  Andrew.     Mentiomil 178 

Ferguson,  Pilot.     Mentioned 49<J 

Ferguson,  Ifto&c.     Mentioned 7 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W.     Mentioned 303, 480, 4H7 

Femandina,  V.  S.  l>iirk.     ^tentioned 3,  17, 

'27, 38, 54, 126,  IW,  170, 211, 24fi. 281, 291, 2«2. 3Wt, :ni 
Femandiua,  71a. 

OiKjnitiijnpi  al.     CVunnitinication  frvmi  Jnhn  A.  DaliLf^n 317 

Raiding:  of  Moekode  of.     Report  of  John  A.  I>ahlgren I4(i 

Fifield,  Aaron  C.     Mentioned 17H 

FUlebrown,  T.  Scott. 
Coiree'pondrnc*;  witli 

Bradford,  J.  M 148 

DtthlgTvn,  J.  A 129,270 

Hong,  JaineH  Jtl 229 

Mentioned.  110, 14«,  147, 170, 172, 20ti,  212, 228, 246, 282, 293,  ."KM.  318, 327, 333, 341 
Rejxirti)  of. 

Celt,  Steamer.     8ur\ey  of 256 

Cooper  River,  8«juth  Canjliwa.     Oporatioiw  in 271 

Togodo  Creek.  South  Carolina.     Kngagentent  with  C-oniedcmte  bat- 
teries on,  February  9,  1866 229 

Waaeaw  Hound,  Georgia.    OiHjration  in  vicinity  of - 134 

Fillmore,  President.     See  Pmndenl  Fillmore,  Sloop, 
Finland,  Ship. 

?denttoned , 666 

Seimre  August  26,  and  burning  of,  Aufniflt  28,  1861,  off  AiMlachicoIa, 

Fla ft4«,G47 

Firefly,  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of,  December  21,  1865 484 

Mentioned 461,46(1,  493, 490 

Operutiitnfl  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  vicinity 479 

<  >riier8  for  movements 474, 4B2 

Fish,  William.     Mentioned G73 

Fisher,  Henry  Augustu*.     Mentioned 797 

Fisher,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 226 

Fisher,  William  Jones.     Mentioned 797,798 

Fitzgerald,  Michael.     Mentioned 179 

Fitzgerald,  William  H.     Mentioned 138 

Flag,  r.  8.  S. 

Mentioned 3.17,27,38,54,97,99,102,125,126,128, 

132, 137. 155, 168. 170,  211,214,246,281,  292,  311,  381.  3fi2,  523,524,545 

OrderH  for  niovcmentjt 146, 164, 167 

Flags  of  truce.     Correi-pondence  concerning 15, 1 19, 122-124, 132, 508, 509 

Flambeau,  U.  8.  S. 

Mentioned 3,0,11.17.27.33,38,54,125.138,154,170, 

21 1,  245, 275. 281 ,  292, 303,  317, 323, 327, 332,  333,  335,  342,  343,  500.  790 

Orders  for  inovemenls 36 

Fleetwood,  James  K.     Mentioned 189,207,494,496 
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fan- 

Flinn,  Jaxaes.     Mentioned 97 

Flood,  Christopher.     Mentione<l _ 345 

Flood,  P.  W.     Mentioned 97,102 

Flora,  Britisli  steamer. 

Chasing  a-ihore  of,  off  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  October  22,  1864 2&-32 

Mentione<l »♦,  37, 357 

Florida,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 462 

Florida,  Confederate  steamer. 

Engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  Huron,  December  4, 1861.     Hee Horn  Idtiitd  Pass. 
Kngagenient  with  U.  S.  S.  Massachiisettfl  in  MiaBissippi  Sound,  October  19, 
1861.     See  Mxmmppi  Sound. 

Mentione<i 739-745,809,825 

Florida,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  Decemberll,  1861 815,816 

Florida,  Governor  of. 
Correspondence  with 

Floyd,  R.  F 856 

Navy  Department,  G.  8 857 

War  IX^jartment,  0.  S 857 

Mentionwl 585 

Florida  Troops.     Mentionetl.     (Confederate.)     Cavalry:  2<1,  309. 

Floyd,  Bichard  F.     Correspondence  with  governor  of  Florida 856 

Fljmn,  William. 

Mentionwl 386 

Statement  reganling  olwtructionfl  in  Charleston  Harbor 402 

Fog,  Steamer.     Mentioned 65 

Folly  Biver,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in.     See  also  Stmw  and  Faily 
rirer*. 

Fontaine,  Sidney  T.     Mentione<l 869 

Forbes,  Robert  B.     Mentioned 372 

Ford,  Marcellus.     Mentioned 497 

Foreign  consuls  in  Southern  States.    Attitude  of  U.  S.  (government  towani .       659 
Foreign  men-of-war.    Movement*!  of.  12, 323, 562, 563, 603, 686, 687. 693, 694,  753, 846 

Forest  King,  Schooner.     Seizure  of,  .lune  1.3,  1861  547-549 

Forrest,  F.     Corre.'^poudence  with 

Kiiirfax,  A.  H '. 839 

TrigK,  1  )antel 839 

Forrest,  Moreau.     Mentioned 611,670 

Forahey,  C.  G.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 842 

Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.     Armament  of 763 

Fort  Berwick,  La.     Confederate  troops  at 583 

Fort  Chdne,  La.     Confederate  troops  at 583 

Fort  Donelson,  V.  S.  S.     Mentionetl 350 

Fort  Fisher,  K.  C.     KefM)rt   of  John  A.  Dahlgreu  regarding  confidential 

ortlen*  relative  to  attack  ui>on 6 

Fort  Gaines,  Ala. 

A  rmanient  of 763 

Confederate  troopa  in 582 

Fort  Jackson,  La. 

Anuainent  of 764 

Coufcdenite  trooje  at 583 

Fort  Livingston,  La. 

Annairient  of 764 

Confederate  troo])*"  at 583 
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Fort  McAlliBter,  Oa.  Page. 

('apture  of.     Rep<)rt  of  William  V.  C^mstock 480 

I jctter  from  Navy  Department,  U.  R. ,  concerning 49 

Fort  Macomb,  La. 

A  rnmment  of 763 

C^onfcderate  troops  at 582 

Fort  McBee,  Fla. 

Armament  of ^ 763 

Coiiibineil  attack  upon,  November  22  and  23,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Niagara 780 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Harvey 779 

McKeaii,  \V.  W 780 

State  Department,  C.  S 786 

War  Department,  C.  S 786 

Injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Richmond 779 

Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton 783-786 

Brown,  Han'ey 781 

Kllison,  F.  B 777,778 

Fulton,  C.  C 782 

Grinnell,  H.  Walton 778 

McKean,  W.  W 775-777 

Firing  upon  small  boat  by.     Communications  from  Harvey  Brown 796 

Propoffe<l  night  attack  upon.    Report  of  William  Mervine 664 

See  also  Pmmcfda^  Fla. 
Fort  Horg'an,  Ala. 

Armament  of 763 

Confederate  troops  in 582 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla. 

Armament  of 763 

Operations  at. 

Communication  a  from 

Brown,  Harvey 550, 562, 553, 555, 702,  766,  768, 800,  801 

McKean,  William  W 551,554,819 

Navy  Department,  U.  S : 595 

Onlers  ami  instructions. 

Mervine,  William a^7, 638 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 593 

President,  U.  S 551 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T 694 

Mervine,  William 561, 574, 644, 662-664, 679, 685, 686 

^ee  a\BO  Fori McRet;  Fla.;  Pensacola,  Fla.;  S^inia  Ro%a  Inland. 
yoTt  Pike,  La. 

Armament  of 616,763 

Confe<lerate  troops  at 582 

Fort  St.  Philip,  La. 

Armament  of 763 

Confederate  troops  at 583 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.     Raising  of  Uuiteil  States  flag  over,  April  14,  1865. 
Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 314,315,316 

War  Department,  U.  S 314 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 373 
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Fort  Sumter^  S.  C. — Continued.  Fkge. 

OrJers  and  instnictions. 

Navy  Dyjtartment,  U.  S 315 

President,  U.  S 314 

Foster,  John  O. 

Gorrespondeiu-e  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 10, 47, 61, 66, 68,  75, 108 

Mentionwl 10,21,43,47,48,53,56,65,69,72-74,79,81-83, 

91,   92,   95,   96,103,104,122,123,129,131,132,140.141,157,161.168. 
169, 172, 181, 184-186, 191, 2Q3, 205, 219-221, 312, 357-362,  365, 367, 454 
Kelievwl  of  command  of  Department  of  the  South,  Port  Royal,  R.  C.,  by 

Q.  A.  Giihnore 221 

Kei)ort  of  distribution  of  vessels  for  cooperation  with  General  Shemiaii  . .       202 

Foflter.  JoBeph.     Mentionetl 144 

Fountain,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 190 

Foute,  Robert  Cheater.    Mentioned 497 

Fowler,  Charles.     Mentioned 859.863,867 

Fowler,  Charles  D.     See  Cirnfiiet/oi',  Cuba,  U.  S.  comuhr  agetU  ai. 

Fox,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned 37 

Fox,  Oustavus  V. 

Correaiwndeuce  witli 

Bell,  Charles  H 342 

Dtthlgren,  J.  A 340 

Fulton,  C.  C 782 

Mentioned 357,363,372,373 

Frailey,  James  Madison. 
Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 287,298 

Pickering,  0.  W 334 

Mentioned 212,246,282,293,304,318,327.333 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Geoi^town,  S.  C 205 

Francis,  John.     Mentioucil 180 

Franklin,  American  brig.     Mentioneil 642 

Franklin,  Schooner.     Mentionetl 855 

Franzes,  Jacob.     Mentione<l 844 

Fraser,  John.     St?e  John  Fnitter,  fyhip. 

Fraser.  J<dm  &  Co.    Mentioned 604 

Fraser,  P.  H.     Meutione<l 110 

Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.     Mentione<l 604 

Fr^d^rich.  Jules. 

Corrcs(K)u<leuce  with  James  Alden 605, 606 

Mentioned 864 

Freeman,  Arthur  C.     (-orrespondenee  with  \V.  W.  Hunter 457 

Freeman,  Martin.     Mentione<l 81 7 

Freeman,  Simeon  N. 
CorresiKindence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 167 

Klliott,  Fred 166 

Mentioned 171,211,245,75(5 

R«.^I>ort  of  expetlition  for  capture  of  records  of  Nassau  County,  Fla.,  Jan- 
uary 10-18,  1865 .* 165 

Fremantle,  Arthur  James.     Mentioned 383,433 

French,  Henry. 

Corresptindcnce  with 

McKcan,  W.  W 790 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 557 
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French,  Henry — Continued.  Page. 

Mentionwl 661,633,637,670,679.692,706,711,810,817 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River.     Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by 

C.  S.  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  October  12,  1861 712-714 

MisalsHtppi  Sound.     Operations  in 697 

French,  William  H. 
Correspondence  with 

McKean,  William  W 592 

Mervine,  William 541-543 

Mentioned 556, 639 

French  consul  at  Havana,  Cuba.     Mentioned 693 

French  conBul  at  New  Orleans,  La.     Mentioned  '. 693 

French  men-of-war.     Movements  of.    See  Foreign  men-of-war. 
Frolic,  Prize  schooner. 

Loss  of,  October  18,  1861 733 

Mentioned 690,704,714,715,725 

Fry,  Birkett  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W.  W 500,604,513 

Tomb,  James  H 514 

Mentioned 491,402,496,499,501,505 

Fry,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  L.  L.  Rousseau 827 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River.    Blockade  of 846 

New  Orleans,  Ia. 

Examination  of  vessels  at 828 

Operations  at 833 

Fugitive  Slaves.     Enlistment  of,  in  U.  S.  naval  service 689 

Fulcher ,  John  H.     Mentioned 194 

Fuller,  George  W.     Mentioned 144 

Fuller,  K.  M.     Correspondence  with  J.  M.  Gregory 476 

Fulton,  Steamer.     Mentioned 72,164,250,319,694,835 

Fulton,  C.  C.     Report  of  combined  attack  upon  Fort  McRee,  Fla.,  Novem- 
ber 22  and  23,  1861 782 

Funk,  Jacob  H.     Mentioned 180 

Furber,  Edward  G.     Mentioned  ....  71, 83, 170, 211, 245, 281, 293, 304, 317, 327, 332 
G.  B.  McClellan.     See  McCUllan,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

G.  W.  Blunt,  U.  8.  schooner.    Mentioned 4,28, 

39, 55, 126, 156, 170,  211, 245, 281, 292, 303, 317, 326, 332,  340, 345, 349, 351 

Gkiillard,  Christopher.     Mentioned ^ 7 

Gaines,  Fort.     See  Fort  Qaines. 

Gallagher,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 99 

Gallagher,  George.     Mentioned 97 

Galveston,  Confederate  vessel.    Mentioned 828 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Attack  by  batteries  at,  upon  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  August  3,  1861. 
Communications  from 

Alden,  James 606 

Mervine,  William 609 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 605,610 

Protest  of  foreign  consular  officers 605 

Reports  of  James  Alden 605,607 


906  INDEX. 

Galveston,  Tex. — Continued.  Pige. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Alden,  James - 630 

Moore,  John  C _. 577 

Pritre,  Cicero 631 

Orders  of  William  Mervine ^ 588 

Reports  of  Henry  Eagle 733,  768, 812 

Captures  made  off 575-578,665,7*4,748-750,755-762 

Charter  of  vessels  at,  for  Confederate  States  Government 841, 844.  S47 

Defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Hubert,  P.  0 845,849,853,858 

Hunter,  W.  W 851-853 

Marine  guard,  officers  of 842, 844 

War  Department,  C.  S 835 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Hebert,  P.  0 840,847-852 

Hunter,  W.  W a50,85:j,858 

Navy  Department,  C.  S &36,848,  855 

Reports  of 

Rogers,  William  F .- 846 

Twiggs,  D.  E 833 

See  also  report  of  J.  D.  Kurtz,  p.  764;  also  log  of  C.  8.  S.  Bayou  City, 
pp.  a5ft-869. 

Hunter,  W.  W. ,  assigne^l  to  command  naval  defenses  of 848 

British  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with. 

Alden,  James 605,606 

Eagle,  Henry 750 

Mentionwl '. 863,864 

Oanaan,  John  A.     Mentioned 189, 208 

Oannaley,  Edward.     Mentioned 1 79 

(Garcia,  Henry.     Mentione<l 755, 759 

Oarfleld,  Walter  H.     Corresiwndence  witli  Navy  Department,  U.  S 299 

Gaylord,  John.     Mentionetl 189,207 

Geary,  John  W.     Mentianetl 158, 159 

Gee,  Charles  A.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S 838 

Gem,  Steamer.     Mentioned 458 

Gemsbok,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned 170, 205, 211, 245, 281, 292, 303, 317, 327,  aSO,  332, 335,  342 

Movements  of 151 

Onlers  for  movements 47, 165 

General  McClellan.     See  MrCMkm,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

General  Miramon,  Steamer.     Mentioned 71 4, 792, 813, 814, 830 

General  orders. 

Confederate 462 

Union 109-111,314,318,325,326,330,768 

General  Busk,  C.  8.  S. 

Attempt  to  capture,     fkie  Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  privateer  kIiooiut.    Cap- 
tnre  of,  etc. 

Mentioned 607-609, 630, 631,  756,  757,  759-761 ,  812,  858-8«K),  862,  864-869 

Ordera  for  movements , 845 

Signals  to  be  used  on 850,851 


Oeueral  T.  J.  Chambers,  Schoont-r.     Capture  of,  July  12,  I8B1 678 

General  Whiting,  Steamer.     Mentioned «t4,6ft 

Oenin,  John  N.     8ee  John  S.  Gmiti^  Schowirr. 

Geofroy,  Mr.     Metitioued 12 

George  B.  Stoat,  Sloop.     Captnre  of,  July  5,  18«1 584.585 

George  G.  Baker,  Schwner.     Capture  of,  July  6,  1861 576-577 

George  Maugham,  V..  fi.  schooner. 

Mentioned 3, 17,27,38,54, 125, 154, 170.211,245,281,  29It,  304,  311 

Orders  for  iiiovementB 299 

George  Feabody,  IJ.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 773 

Georgetown,  S.  0. 

Destruction  of  V.  8.  9.  Harveat  Moon  off.     See  HartftM  Mom,  U.  S.  S. 

Occujntion  of,  by  United  States  foreee.    Hoe  BuUay  Wh^e  and  Qeorge- 
toi/ti,  s.  r. 

OperatiittiK  in  vii-inity  of. 

Oniernand  instruetiona.     John  A.  Dalilfcrcn lH\\,27ii 

Report  of  J.  TStadison  Fmiley 205 

St*  alno  BaUtrtj  Whitf  and  (leorgetoitnit  S.  C     OecuptUitm  of. 

Propose*]  oiieratioiiM  atraintft.     Report  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 186 

George  W.  Rodgers,*  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned 4,17,28,39, 

55, 12rt,  l.W,  170,  211, 245, 281. 2»2, 304, 317, 327.  :W3, 341, 945,349, 352 

Opeiutions  in  Little  Ojfeeehee  River,  Georgia 217 

Georgia.  C.  S.  floating  battery. 

I  »pstmction  of 482, 489 

Detail  tti  men  fnmi,  ordered  to  Riehmond,  Va 457 

Mentioned 238,458,469,479  484, 486, 489-491, 493,494 

Orders  for  movements 473,475 

Georgia,  Governor  of.     Mentioned 159 

Georgiana,  Sleanier     Mentiomnl 8,37 

Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Ciivutry— Hejiitijent-s:    Ith,  l:J8,  208,  308. 

Infantry— Rejrimenta:    Ist   Volunteers   (Olmstead's),   449;  5th,    87,    106; 
5-Uh,  487. 
Gtoranium,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 3, 17, 27, 

31 ,  32, 38. 54, 86, 95-99,  IDS,  126, 137, 149, 154,  170.  21 1 ,  238, 239,  245,  261, 
263, 208. 273, 276, 279-281,292,30;*,  317,  327,  332.  341.  346-348,  350,  374 

Ofieratious  in 

Folly  River,  South  Carolina.,... 280-237 

Santee  River,  South  Cumlina 279 

Onlen*  for  movements 98,94,257 

Gerard,  Henry.     Mentioned fl04 

Gibbs,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 733 

Oibbs,  Edwin.     Meuliuned 180 

Gibbs,  Henry  L.    Mentioned 77.80,105,110 

Gibson,  Alexander. 

Mentioned «88 

Report  of  blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala 570 

Gibson,  William.     Mentione^l 565 

Gideon,  George.     Re|>ort  of  eondition  of  V.  8.  8.  Colorado 559 
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Gray,  DC.  H.  Pa^e. 

Correspondence  r^;arding  manufacture  and  placing  of  torpedoee 418-429 

Mentioned 297,352,354,374,375,380,382,384-386,416,417 

Proposition  of;  for  raising  sunken  property  in  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C.      355 

Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C 376, 379 

Statement  regarding  obstructions  in  Charlefiton  Harbor 411-413 

Gray,  Mary.     See  Mary  Gray,  Boat. 

Grjiy,  W.  H.     Mentioned 548 

Gray,  William.     Complaint  of,  regarding  seizure  of  ship  Perthshire 537 

■Grayson,  John  B.    Correspondence  with  W.  L.  L.  Bowen 846 

Great  Britain,  X7.  S.  minister  to. 
Correspondence  with 

Liverpool,  U.  8.  vice-consul  at 604 

State  Department,  XJ.  S 604 

Mentioned 603 

Green, .    Mentioned 526 

Green,  Mr.    Mentioned ■ 363 

Green,  Francis  M.     Mentioned 720 

Green,  Henry  A.    Mentioned Ill 

Green,  J.  C.    Mentioned 509 

Green,  Joseph  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Dana,  W.  H 132 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 12,33,44,48,62-64,123 

Hatch,  J.  P 66 

Luce,  S.  B 26 

Monitors,  Commanding  officers  of 33 

Patterson,  Thomas  H 8, 10, 11, 31, 58, 59, 114, 116,117,119 

Ransom,  R 132 

Ricker,  Charles  C , 139 

Thomas,  J.  G 62 

Mentioned 122, 130 

Reports  of. 

Beatrice,  British  steamer.    Chasing  ashore  and  destruction  of,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1864 112 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blockade  of 9,15,36,46,60,115 

Flora,  British  steamer.     Destruction  of,  October  22,  1864 30 

Ghreenougrh,  J.    Mentioned 844 

Gregorie,  F.    Mentioned 264 

Gregory,  John  M.     Correspondence  with  R.  M.  Fuller 476 

Gregory,  James.    Mentioned 85 

Grey  Oloud,  Steamer.    Mentioned 583 

Grieve,  Charles.     Mentioned 171, 211, 245, 281, 293, 304,^318, 327, 382, 341, 345 

Griffin,  Samuel  L.     Mentioned 206 

Griffith,  John.     See  John  Griffith,  U.  S.  mortar  schoone  . 

Grinnell,  H.  Walton.     Report  of  combined  attack  upon  Fort  McReo,  Fla., 

November  22  and  23,  1861 778 

Orisham,  Pilot.    Mentioned 166,167 

Ixoth,  George.     Mentioned 86, 97 

Irorer,  Ouvier. 

Correspondence  with  S.  B.  Luce - 222 

Mentioned 181,243,328,330 

Baity,  J.     Mentioned 676 

id.    See  National  Guard,  U.  S.  S. 
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Guests  John.  Page. 

Mentioned 554, 691 

Report  of  injuries  received  by  U.  8.  8.  Richmond  from  attack  by  C.  8. 

ramManassaa,  October  12,  1861 718 

GmM  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by , 634- 

540, 647, 558, 560, 584, 585, 591, 602, 615, 617, 639,  641,  646,  662,  665,  687, 
688, 690, 694, 732, 738,  748-750,  767,  773,  774,  792-800,  802,  805,  81'?^17 

Condition  and  needs  of 645, 550, 565, 592, 731 

Correspondence  relative  to  organization  of.  * 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Mervine,  W  illiam 532 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 519,522-525,529 

Reports  of  8.  F.  Du  Pont,  etal 618-630,651-655,680,681 

Disposition  of  vessels 594, 769, 773, 803 

Division  of,  into  East  and  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons.    Order  of 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 807 

General  affairs  of 545, 561, 688, 589, 

593, 598, 610, 632, 633, 638,  648,  666,  690-693,  700-702,  752,  771-773,  805 

Limitaof 679,771 

McKean,  William  W. 

Appointed  to  command 660, 661 

Assumes  command  of 684 

Mervine,  William. 

Appointed  to  command 519, 5^,  522 

Relieved  of  command  of 660, 686, 693, 6^ 

Operations  of 517-869 

Supplies  for 674 

Vessels  composing 769, 773 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in 622-526, 533, 541, 544, 

547,  667,  561,  686,  697,  633,  645,  669, 696,  763,  764,  764,  789-791,  807, 819 
Qvdi  of  Mexico. 

Confederate  vessels  in 524 

FortificatioDs  upon  shores  of 763 

Defense  of  coast  of.    Report  of  D.  E.  Twiggs 821 

Measures  for  blockading  coast  bordering  on 618-630, 651-655, 680, 681 

Owathmey,  Washington. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 473, 491 

Mentioned 458, 459, 489-491 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga 476, 493 

Gypsy,  Yacht.     Correspondence  regarding,  and  seizure  June  12, 1861 822-825 

H.  B.  Spearing,  Schooner.    Mentioned 548 

H.  "L.  Hunley,  C.  S.  submarine  torpedo  boat.     Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Housatonic 

by.    See  Housatonic^  U.  S.  S. 
Habana.     See  Marquis  de  la  Habaruiy  Steamer. 

Hadfield,  Joseph.     Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds 330 

Haffards,  William. 

Mentioned 46, 69, 131, 149, 348 

Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C 376 

Hag-an,  James.     Mentioned 201 

Hagens,  Henry.     Mentioned 346 

Haggett,  David.     Mentioned 1 80 

Hale,  E.  B.     See  E.  B.  HaU,  U.  S.  S. 


tKDBX.  ^^^^^^^^B  911 

HaU,  Alberta.     Mvnlioncd 467 

Halleck.  Henry  W.     Mt?ntione«l 15S.44I 

Hamburg',  U.  S.  consul  at.     Correspondence  with  State  DcpartaiPUt,  U.  H.  587, 746 
Hamilton,  James  A. 

Corrt'spoiukMu'v  with  .1.  A.  Dalilgreii 322 

Mfiitioiitsl 341,3<IA 

Hamilton,  Parker.     Mentioned 098 

Hamilton,  William  P.     MeiitioruHl 400 

Hamlin,  Hannibal.     Mentioned . 556,557 

Hamlin,  John  C.     Mentioned 332,»*l,345 

Hanan,  Charles.     MentioneiJ 07 

Handy,  ('Iii*'f  Knjjint'iT.     Mentionetl 730a 

Handy,  Edward  L.     Correspondence  wiUi  Nft\*y  Department,  U.  S 541 

Handy,  Bobcrt. 

Corre«i>oiidon(x>  with 

Navy  r)ei«rtinent,  L'.  S 547 

Pope,  John .- 712 

Menlione<i 5«1,  704,700,  710,716. 719. 720,722, 730, 771 

Report  of  atta<'k  nixm  Federal  btoi:kailini;  nqii&Imn  hy  C.  B.  vemels  at 

Head  of  riisw,  Miaeituippi  River,  October  12,  1861 70B,711,721 

HazUey,  H.     Mentioned TO 

Hannon,  MT.  C.     Monlioned 428 

Hanson,  Oharlea  H. 

CapUire  nf ,  in  Cooper  River.  South  Carolina,  Mareh  22,  18(15 297. 298 

Menlionwi 170,211.  24.i,  281,  290, 293,  :«5 

Itvp^jrt  of  removal  of  olistrnrtions  from  barl»or  of  Charlefiton,  P.  C 407,408 

Hanson,  Jacob.     Mentioned : 578 

Hardee,  William  J. 
CtirresjKitiilenee  with 

Giluier,  J.  F 460 

Hnnter.W. W. .  466, 467, 470-473, 475, 477, 478, 481, 482, 48iM«i,  499, 503. 504 

Kennaj^!,  J.  S 489 

Mi-iUione<l , 15, 141,213,  2?»7,  312,415,417, 

460,  465,  467^69,  471-475,  482-486. 488-490,  41)2,  495. 497-491*,  506. 508 

Harriet  Weed,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentional 386 

Harrison,  Napoleon  B. 

Corre»i»ondenfe  with  John  A.  Dahlgren 36 

Meulione.1 42,170,211,246 

Hartridge,  A.  S.     Mentioned 159 

Hartshorn,  Andie.     Mentinued 289 

Hartstene,  Henry  J.     Mentioned ..--... 543,544 

Hartsuff,  Oeorg'e  L.     Mentioned 551 

Hartwell,  Alfred  S.     Mentioned 71, 72, 230. 233-335, 240, 313 

Harvest  Moon,  U.  S.  S. 

Crosby,  John  K.,  appoint«il  to  command  of 7 

Destruction  of,  by  torpedo,  in  Winyah  Bay.  South  Carolina,  March  1, 1S65. 

Abstract  log 283 

Report*!  of 

Court  of  enquiry 284 

Dahlgren,  John  A _ 282.386 

See  also  extract  from  diary  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  pp.  366, 371. 

N  W  B^VOL.  Jti 68 
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Harvest  Koon,  U.  8.  8. — Continued.  f*ge. 

Mentioned 4.18,28,29, 

39, 41,  43,  55,  69, 71, 78, 95,  lOft-llO,  126, 129-131, 134, 139, 143, 145, 149- 
152,  155,  157,  167,  168,  170, 171, 175, 178, 180, 182-188, 190, 191. 194, 197. 
202,  205,  208,  21 1,  214, 216, 218, 219, 221, 231, 235, 237, 238, 241-243, 245. 
247-251,  257,  279,  281,  291,  293,  304,  311, 317, 327, 357-360, 362, 364, 432 
Operationa 

At  Georgetown,  S.  C 272-278 

In  Doboy  Sound  and  vicinity —       125 

Orders  for  movements 19,53,121,282 

Harvey,  W.  G.    Mentioned 421,422.424.428 

Hatch,  Frank  H.    Correepondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 820, 822, 823 

Hatch,  John  V. 

Correepondence  with 

Dahl^ren,  J.  A 108,109.215 

Green,  J.  F 66 

Preble,  George  H 71,72,76,91 

Mentioned 7, 71, 73. 75, 78, 79, 82, 83, 85, 88. 90-^94,96, 

99, 100, 103-110, 112. 203, 219, 220, 243. 247, 263, 278, 301, 368, 359, 372 

Special  orders 74, 75 

Hatch,  Robert.     Mentioned 678 

Hatch,  William  H.     Mentioned 459 

Hathaway,  James  F.     Mentioned 179 

Hatteras,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 753,769,771-773 

Movements  of 767 

Havana,  Cuba,  IT.  S.  consul-ffeneral  at. 
Correspondence  with 

McKean,  William  W 679 

State  Department,  U.  8 564 

Mentioned 324,  Ml,  600, 812 

Hawea,  David  B.     Mentioned  ....  170, 211, 245, 281, 292, 303, 317, 326. 332, 341, 345 

Hawkins,  CSharles.    Mentioned 765 

Hawkins,  Patrick.     Mentioned 180 

Hayes,  James. 

Mentioned 226 

Report  of  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  onTogodo  Creek,  South 

Carolina,  February  9,  1865 227 

Hayes,  Patrick.     Mentioned 86,97 

Haymom,  Robert.     Mentioned  686 

Hays,  Charles  W.     Report  of  operations  of  Confederate  ateanier  Florida  in 
Misaiseippi  Sound  and  engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  Massaehusettfi, 

October  19,  1861 744 

Hays,  William  Lee.     Report  of  injuries  received  by  TJ.  S.  S.  Richmond  from 

atteckby  C.  S.  ram  Manassas,  October  12,  1861 718 

Hayward,  Oeorg:e  W. 

Appointed  to  command  prize  steamer  Columbia 320 

Mentioned 62,63,72,85,87,94,99,106-108,110,111,264,332,388 

Hazzard,  John.     Mentioned 284 

Healy,  Sdward  O.    Mentioned 171 

Heath,  David  P. 

Mentioned 171.211,245,282,293 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Hope  and  appointed  to  i-ommand 

U.  8.  schooner  Para 117 


Htfbert,  Pnul  O. 

Corrrspondcm-r*  with 

Iliint^ir.  W.  \V 759,  760,  845,  847,  MO,  851-854,  858 

War  Depttrtment,  0.  8 83« 

Mentioned 761, 762,  844,  860,  S«3. 864, 86ft-868 

SlMM-ial  (mlere 847-862 

Heitman,  Henry.     Mentioned 6W0 

Henderson.  Andrew  A.     Mentioned  ,.. 748 

Hennessy .  John.     Moiilioned 672 

Henry,  Patrick.     St't*  Patrick  Henry,  C.  S,  9c.hoot  ijtip. 
Henry  Dodge,  (".  S.  wluKiner. 

Fitting  out  of '. »47,848 

Mentioned 854, 859, 8*i0. 8B2,  S«6, 868 

Moveitienlw  of 84ii 

(>rdera  f^.r  movementa 863, 856,  858 

Henry,  Edmund  W.     Mentioned J  70, 211 ,  245,  iJ75. 270. 281 ,  293 

Henry  Lewis,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  NoTember  28,  1861 792-794,802 

Hercules,  <'nnfi"<k'rat*.'  steamer.     Mentioned 820 

Hernandez,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 493,496 

Herndon.  J.  H.     Mentioned 842 

Herring,  John  B.     Mentiniieti 671,673 

Heston,  W.  K.     Corret^pondenfe  with  J.  A.  Dablgren 276 

Hetiwan.     Se«  Ktiinui,  Slfamtr. 

HewB,  William  O.     Se(i  William  H,  Heiv»,  OmfederaU  Menmer. 

Hcywood,  I>.     Menl ioneci 476 

Hicks,  Tom.     See  Thm  Uicia^  Schooner. 

Hicks,  William  Anderson.     Mentioned 738 

Higginbotham, .     Mentioned 165,166 

Higgins.  Edward.     MentioneiJ 582.583,833,834 

HiggluBon,  Francis  J.     Mentioned , .: 670-672 

HiU.  Daniel  H.     C-orresp^tndence  with  W.  \V.  Hunter ,. 505 

Hill,  Mary.     St*e  Mitn/  Hill,  Con/edmitr  ettttmrr. 

Hines.  Richard  B.     Ileport  of  survey  of  steamer  Amaxon 2JH5 

Hofffman,  Master.     Mentiiine<i 548 

Hogg,  James  H.     Report  of  engagement  with  Confetierato  batteries  on  To- 

pxlo  Creek,  South  Carolina,  February  9,  1865 229 

Holback,  Mr.     Mentioned 424 

Holland,  Daniel  P.     Mentioned 685 

Holland,  Daniel  P.,  Mr».     Mentioned 585 

Hollins,  George  N. 
CoiTe«ix>ndeni.'e  with 

Dozier,  W.  G 838,840,842 

Fry,  Joseph 846 

Hav!.,  Charlt*W 744 

Navy  Department,  C.  8 730,730a,840 

Swain,  Edward  A 850 

Warley,  A.  F , 730a 

.Mentioned 699.726-730,835,839,841 

Report  of  attaek  upon  Feiieral  blockadin)?  s(|uadron  by  C.  8.  veseels  at 

Hca<i  of  Pasees,  MisHiauippi  River,  October  12,  1861 727 

Holt,  OeorgeH.     Mentioned 646 

Home,  D.S.8.     MentiontKl 3. 17,27,38,54, 125,  IM. 

170,211,245,281,  293,  304,  317,  327,332,  341,346,349,351,363,356,408 
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Monmy  HOI,  8.  C.  Action  mt,  Xovember  30,  18M.  See  Pbeolaiigo,  &  C. 
Operatifmg  of  the  naval  hngadf.^  tie. 

Honor,  Charlw.     MentioDed 86 

Bood,/olmB.     M«nlioDed 50 

Hope,  f',S,»!rrhfj'«Mir- 

Utmthj  I>.  P.,  reliererl  of  ooininaji<l 117 

M«nitiouf;<l 4,18,28,39,55, 

125,155.  170,211,215,  281.293,  3(M,  317, 327, 332,  3U,  345, 349, 351,  3M 

'-Jj^ratiofuf  in  Savannah  Biver .-.--. 280 

Hopldiu,  EvanM.     Mentione*! 180 

Hopkiiu,  O.  C.     Mentioned 36S 

HopkinMm,  Master.     Mentioned 762 

Home,  David  B. 

OiiTwprindenoe  with  Xavy  Departm^it,  U.8 791 

Mentioned 719,724 

Homer,  QumtKvna  B.  B.     Report  of  camaltiefl  resoltiiig  capture  and  deetroc- 

tion  of  Confederate  privateer  schooner  Jodah 672 

Horn  Island  Paaa,  Kiaaissippi  Sound.  Engagement  between  C.  8.  S. 
Montgomery  and  Confederate  steamers  Florida  and  Pamlico, 
De^mber  4,  1861. 

Atwtrat't  Ir^of  V.H.H.  Montgomery 809 

Kxtract  from  Richmond  Dispatch , 809 

Kejirjrtu  of 

McKean.  William  W 806 

Hhaw,  T,  D 808 

Horton,  B.  F.     Mentioned 420,424 

Hoatilitiea.     Cessation  of.    Communication  from  Q.  A.  Gillmore 319 

Houghton,  A.     See  A.  Ilf/ughtf/n,  V.  S.  bark. 
HouaatoniCf  U.S. 8. 

Mentioned  4,9,18,28,39,55,59,116,249,388,432 

Sinking  of,  off  Charleston,  S.  C,  by  C.  S.  torpedo  boat  H.  L.  Uunley,  Feb- 

niary  17,  1864.     Report  of  M.  M.  Gray....' 427 

Houston  Navigation  Companj.     Agreement  of,  r^iarding  charter  of  vessels 

to  Cfmfcderate  States  Government 841 

Howard,  Oliver  0. 

Corn«jK)ndc'na!  with 

Dahlgrun,  J.  A 122,127,137 

Sherman,  William  T 141 

Mcntionwl 142,182,187,188,190,195,361,362 

Howe,  Charles. 

('orrewpondence  with 

Mervine,  William 549,799 

Spottw,  J.  H 799 

Mentionftl 798 

Kowe,  Lord.     Mentione<l 357 

Howell,  William.     Mentioned 70o 

Howell,  William  F.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 495 

Howorth,  George.     Mentioned 192,193,199-202 

Howorth,  William  L.     Mentioned 345 

Hudgins,  Albert  O.     Mentioned 484, 485 

Hudson,  William  L.     Mentioned 532 

-^n,  Stephen  B.     Mentioned 595,725,739 

Vdolph.     See  Adolph  Hugel,  U.  S.  mortar  ecHooner. 


Hu^r,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 534,564 

Hughes,  Aaron  K. 

ApfKiinti-a  toi'ommand  U.  S.  8.  Water  Witch 748 

.Mintioned 767.768,819 

Hull,  Isaac.     Mentioned B74 

Hull,  Joseph  B.     See  Nary  Vard,  Philaddphia,  Commandant  of . 
Huuley,  H.  L.     See  //.  L.  HunUif,  O.  S.  nibmarine  torpedo  hoai. 

Hunt,  Captain.     Mentioned 5fll 

Hunter,  Captaiu.     Mentioned 136 

Hunter,  David.     Mentioned 443,4.'i0 

Hunter,  Hobort  M.  T.     Mentioned ',U2 

Hunter.  Thomas  T.     Mfntimiwi 4.'i&,463 

Hunter,  William  W. 

Afieigned  to  duty  as  superintendent  in  charge  of  works,  defense  of  coast 

of  Texas 835,830 

Correepondenoe  with 

Anderson.  K.  C 457 

Anderson,  R,  H 476,477 

Bftrron,  S , 832 

Beaurt«anl,  G.  T.." 482.499,507 

Brent,  Daniel  G 509,610 

Brent,  T.  W 463, 466-173, 479, 48S,  4tfl ,  4112, 497 

Brockiiipton,  8.  A 510 

CarrieH,  W.  W 466, 476. 4fl5, 500,  506, 506 

Comatock,  W.  V 480,  4tt7, 505,  506, 510 

Dixon,  Wiillam 458 

Freeman,  A.  C 467 

Forshey,  C.  G 842 

Fry,  B.  D 600,504,513 

Fry,  Joseph 833 

C.wathmev.  W 473. 476, -l»  1,493 

H(5bert.  P.  0 845,847,849,851-854,858 

Hanlee,  W.J..  465,  467,  470-473,475,477,478,  481, 482, 4WM«1, 499, 503, 5(M 

Hill,  D.  H 505 

Howell,  W.  F 495 

Kelsey ,  blaster 858 

Kennard,  J.  fl 464,4rt5,467,44W,472,4HO,49i»,5()(t,501,505,506,613,516 

King,  Thomas  B > 844 

King,  Tlionias  B.,etal 842 

Lee,  S.  8 481,494,506,512 

MoAdani,  8.  H 456 

McDonald,  Bethney  F 5i:j-5l5 

M.-Cftrriik,  Jamet*  W 503,509,511 

MrLaws.  L 45.').  462,  463 

Navy  DfiMirtnient,  C.  8 456, 469, 479. 481, 494, 606, 512, 836, 838,  848,855 

Neety,  Thornaa  W 461 

Oliveini,  W.  D 460,461,476 

Perry,  John 511 

Pmtl,  .IiiliuH  A 829 

Rogere,  William  F , 846,853 

Uonssoau,  L 822 

Seuiple,  James  A 492 

Skinner,  E.  W 47'* 
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Hunter,  Willieuu  W. — Continued.  p^ 

Correspondence  with 

Smith,  Leon SSO.SM  ; 

Tattnall,  Josiah 468,4ft)  \ 

Tomb,  James  H 514  ! 

Warley,  A.  F 515  | 

Wheeler,  J 47? 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 4,Vl 

Detached  from  naval  station,  New  Orleans,  and  ordered  to  Rappahannock 

defense,  Va gg 

Extrac;tfrom  journal  of,  December  10-25,  1864 465-tf^ 

Mentioned 486, 487, 820,  »40,  847-«52, 86(M69 

Reports  of. 

Augusta,  Ga.    Operations  in  vicinity  of..  490,491, 4W-499, 507, 508,611,512 

Isondiga,  C.  S.  8.    Deetraction  of i% 

New  Orleans,  La.    Examination  of  veaaela  at _ 82S 

Royal  Yacht,  C.  S.  privateer  schooner.    Captore  of,  off  Galveston, 

Tex.,  November  7-8,  1861 759-762 

t^bine  Pass,  Texas.    Necessity  of  guarding,  against  control  of  Federal 

forces 831 

Savannah,  Ga.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 488-491, 492, 494,  496, 498, 499 

Shell  Bluff  battery.    Cooperation  with  military  forces  at 501.508 

Water  Witch,  Prize  steamer.     Efforts  to  remove  from  Vernon  River 

to  Savannah,  Ga 456 

Requests  inforroation  r^;arding  relative  rank 4>55 

H\mter,  William  W. ,  ot  al.    Correspondence  with  L.  Rousseau 827 

Huntsville,  U.  8.  S. 

Blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala 612 

Captures  made  by 511 

Mentioned 522, 523, 548, 552, 553, 670, 580, 581 ,  593, 594, 614, 

647, 694,  701,  703,  704, 708, 711, 716,  722, 730, 733,  760,  788,  790,  803, 814 
Operations  off 

Atchafalaya  Bay,  Louisiana 687,  (588, 688 

Galveston,  Tex «31,633 

Huron,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 4,18,28,39,55 

Orders  for  movements 791 

Hydrangea,  U.  S.  R.     Mentioned 4,17,27,38,54,57, 125 

154, 170, 211, 245,  281, 293,  I^,  317,  327,  332, 333,  ;M1,  345,  »49,351, 353 

Hynds,  John.     Mentionetl 189 

lamco,  Ship.     Mentioned 536 

Ida,  Steamer.     Mentioned 474, 479 

Illinois  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments:  14th,  213,215;  16th,  127,361. 
Infantry — Itegimentu:  24th,  190. 

Xna^a,  Bahama  Islands,  U.  8.  consul  at.     Mentioned 338 

Ingraham,  Duncan  K. 

Mentionetl 485 

Report  of  guns  available  for  defense  of  Mobile,  Ala 836 

Ingrraham,  John  H.     Mentioned 484 

Iris,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 4,18,28,33,38,54,125,165,170,211,238,239, 

245, 2&3,  281, 293,  304, 317, 323,  327, 332, 341,  345-W8,  350,  367, 370, 374 
Orders  for  movements 128 


Ironclads,  Confederate.  Page. 

C'ompnripon  of 336 

DcfMTiption  of , 23 

Ironclads,  ITnion. 

Care  of 12,182 

Condition  of 12,151 

Nnml>er  and  condition  of,  off  Charii^aton,  S,  C 4.'J4 

Iroquois,  V.  S.  8.     Mentione<t 700 

Isondig^a,  C.  8.  B. 

Destruction  of,  iX^^emtwr  21,  1865 ■l84,4Hft,l9fi,4«7 

Menlioned 45«,4<W,4«9,472.48fi,487,4Sft-4!M,4H3,4mi 

<;)niL'rM  for  inovomenta _ . .  481 ,  482 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 790 

Ivy,  C.  S.  H. 

AltAi-k  upon  Federal  veaseli*  at  Heatl  of  PasKfl,  Mlwifvippi  River. 

Octol>er9,  1881 flfl9,7(X) 

October  12,  1861.    See  Miu'tmppi  fftrw. 

Mentioned 571,  fi"2, 657,  («:*,  607,  70«,  716, 71«,  724.  725,  727-72fi,  830 

OperationB  in  Miwrwippi  River 840 

J.  Appleton,  Sohortner. 

Lt)HHof 066-668 

Mentioned 548.  SftS 

J.  C.  Kulin,  V.  S.  l»ark. 

j\loiiti.m«l 633,680,604,713,  714,  719,  722,  72S,76R 

Mitveineutt*  uf 665 

J.  M.  Dajjiels,  Confederate  Bteamer.     Mentioned 820 

J.  M.  Whann,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 820,828 

J.  P.  Whitney,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 820 

J.  W.  Spencer,  brig.     Mentioned 46 

Jackson,*  C.  8.  8.     Mentionod 728,822 

i  ackson,  MaBtor.     Mentioned 271 

Jackson,  Fort.     See  Furt  /aobon. 

James  Adger,  V.  S.  S. 

Blo.kade  of  Charleston,  8.  C 11,31,59.116,117 

Mentioned 3,8^11,18,27,38,54,58, 

63, 97, 90. 102, 114, 119, 125, 154, 169, 211, 237, 244, 281, 292,  303,  318,  321 
Orders  for  luovementH 35 

James  Island,  South  Carolina.    Operation)^  aKsintft.    See  Surno  and  Fhily 

rivern. 

Jamea  L.  Bay,  Confederate  BteanuT.     Mentioned 725,820 

James  Maxwell,  American  Imrk.     Mentioned 642 

James  B.  Chambers,  T.  S.  schooner. 

Bijwera,  WiUiain  I.^,  appointed  to  command 155 

Mentioned .   154, 170, 21 1, 239, 245, 281,  292,  303,  317,  327. 332,  341 ,  345, 349, 351-353 

Oiwrati-mnin  BuH'm  Bay,  S.  0 269 

James,  William  H. 

Cfirres[ioudenee  with  M.  M.  Gray 419 

Mentioned 420 

Janney  ( ? ) ,  Captain.     Mentione<l 868 

Jason,  H.  B.  M.  H.     Mentioned 562,56.1,603,611 

JeffDavis,  C-  f^.  P.     Mentionod 474 

Jeffery,  Richard  W.     Mentioned 489 

Jenks,  Pilot.     Mentioned! 69 


■ 
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Jerry  An^l,  Sloop.    Mentioned 27 

JtiSUB,  Manuel  de.     Mentioned 97, 102 

John  Adams,  U.  S.  ship. 

Blocka<le  of  Charleston,  S.  C 1 15, 119, 139 

Mentioned 3,9,10,15,17,26,27,30,33.36,38,46, 

54,58,60,  66,  112,  114,  125,  132,  138,  154,  169,  178,  188,  211,  230.  244, 
258,  281, 290,  292, 303, 315, 317, 326,  331,  340,  345,  346,  349,  351,  353,  403 

Phinney,  Alvin,  appointed  to  command 150 

John  F.  Carr,  Confederate  steamer. 

Charter  of 860 

Mentioned 858-864,  866-868,  869 

Orders  for  movements 858 

John  Fraser,  Ship.    Mentioned 604, 645 

John  Orifith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Mentioned 3, 17, 27, 38, 54, 126^ 

141, 149, 155, 170, 211, 245, 281, 292, 304, 317, 327,  332,  341,  345,  349,  352 

Orders  for  movementd 128, 1 34 

John  N.  Oenin,  Schooner.     Mentioned 696, 700,  ?«>,  707, 719,  725,  740 

Johnson,  Andrew  W. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Kozlay 181 

Mentioned 63,131,142,171,204, 

212, 231-236, 246, 251, 282, 293, 304, 313, 318, 328, 333,  341,  346,  495,  510 
Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon 117 

Keporta  of. 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers.     Operations  in,  February  9-14,  1865 233, 236 

Stono  River,  S.  C.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 203, 207 

Water  Witch,    Prize  steamer.     Removal  of  machinery  and  battery 

from,  l>y  Confederates 64 

Johnson,  D.  O.     Mentioned 52 

Johnson,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 548 

Johneon,  Joseph.    Mentioned 179 

Johnson,  Joseph  8.     Mentioned 179 

Johnson,  William.     Mentioned 348 

Johnson,  Moke  &  Co.     Mentioned 768 

Johnston,  Joseph  £.     Mentioned 319, 324, 373 

Johnston,  Oscar  F.    Mentioned 611 

Jones,  Commodore.     See  Cbmmodore  Jmicti,  U.  S.  S. 

Jones,  Charles  D.     Mentioned 812 

Jones,  Joseph  E. 

Mentioned 169,211,244,252,321 

Report  of  blockade  of  Charleston,  8.  C 249 

Jones,  Paul,     See  Paul  Joves,  V.  S.  K 
Jones,  Samuel. 

Mentione<I 123,132,309-311 

Special  onler 464 

Jonquil,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 290 

Mentioneti 3, 17,  27,  38, 54, 126, 128, 154, 170,  211,  245,  254,  281, 293,  296, 

302,304,317,327,332,  341,  346,  349,  351,  371,  376,  377,405,407,413,414 

Operations  in  Cooper  River,  South  Carolina 297,298 

Oi)erations  in  Wando  River,  South  Carolina 290 

Removal  of  obstructions,  Charleston  Harbor 407,408 
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Page. 

Jordan, .     Mentioned 748 

Jordan,  Uarshall  P.     Mentionetl 528 

Jordan,  Thomas.     Correspondent*  with  M.  M.  Gray 421, 423 

Joseph,  Frank.     Mentioned 201 

Joseph  H.  Toone,  Schooner. 

Capture  of 738,739 

Mentione<l 703,705,718,728,750 

Jouett,  James  E. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  Eagle 756 

Mentioned 618,755-759,806,809 

Report  of  capture  of  C.  8.  privateer  achooner  Royal  Yacht,  off  Galves- 
ton, Tex.,  November  7-8,  1861 757 

Joy,  Thomas.     Mentioned 86,102 

Joyce,  Robert.     Mentioned 96 

Judah,  Confederate  privateer  schooner. 

Destruction  of,  at  Pensacola  navy  yard,  September  14,  1861. 

CaHualties 672 

Commendatory  letter  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S 674 

Commendatory  order  of  William  Mervine    674 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T 675 

Bragg,  Braxton 675 

Brown,  Har\'ey 673 

Homer,  G.  R.  B 672 

Mervine,  William 6^0 

Mentioned 752 

Julia,  Schooner.     Mentioned 26 

Julia,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  December  23, 1864 143-146 

Mentioned 65 

Juniata,  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 183,197,211,238, 

245, 263,  281,  288,  291,  293, 304, 317,  327,  332,  341,  345,  346,  350,  365, 367 

Junius  Beebe ,  Confederate  eteamer.     Mentioned 820, 828 

Kauffaiann,  J.     Corresix>ndenee  with  James  Aldcn 605, 606 

Keating,  John.     Mentioneil 97, 102 

Seating*  Peter.     Mentioned 672 

Keim,  Charles  "W.     Mentioned 468, 480, 487, 493 

Seiniaton,  Samuel.     Mentioned 179 

Kelley ,  John.     Mentione<i 844 

Kellon,  Bobert.     Mentioned 97, 102 

Kelly,  Charles.     Mentioned 246 

Kelly,  John  L.     Mentioned 334 

Kelly,  WiUiamW.  J.     Mentioned 479,489 

Kelsey,  Master. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 858 

Mentioned 859 

Kemmerer,  Edgar.     Mentioned 86, 97, 102 

Kemp,  Jacob.     Mentioned 113,240 

Kempton,  Zacheus. 

Mentioned 112, 171, 212, 246, 282, 293, 304, 318, 327, 333, 341, 596, 732 

Report  of  operations  in  Satilla  River,  Georgia 16 
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Kexinard,  Joel  8.  p«c«. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  W.  J 489 

Hunter,  W.  W 464,465,467,472,480,499,500,501,505,506.513.516 

Mentioned 459,485,511,513-515 

Keport  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga 464,468 

Eennedyf  James.     Mentione<l 277 

Kennedy,  Stephen  D.     Mentioned 670, 672 

KenniBon,  WilUam  W.    Mentioned 72,  UO,  111,  171, 212, 246,  282 

Keokuk,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned 411,438,439,455 

KeyeB,  Dick.     See  J>ick  Keyex,  Confederate  gteamer. 
Keystone  State,  U.  8.  8. 

Mentioned 184,365,596,633 

Orders  for  movements 183, 586 

Key  West,  Fla. 
Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

French,  William  H 541, 542 

Mervine,  William 542,549 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Craven,  T.  Augs 634 

Mervine,  William 546, 644 

Reports  of 

Craven,  T.  Auge ."      634 

Mervine,  William 530,541.546,547 

See  also  Telegraph,  British  schooner.    Seizure  of. 

Captures  made  off 547 

Designated  headquarters  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 807 

Kxemon,  Patrick.    Mentioned 86, 96 

Kieman,  Thomas.     Mentioned 86, 96 

Kxersted,  Andrew  J.    Mentioned 388 

Kilkam,  Louisa.     See  Louisa  KUham,  Ameriam  bark. 
Kimball,  George. 

Mentioned 590, 614 

Report  of  proposed  clearing  of  Passes  at  mouth  of  Mi^issippi  River 590 

King,  Frederick  T.     Mentioned 148, 

161, 171, 212, 246, 282,  293,  304,  318,  328, 333,  346 

King,  Hugh.     Mentioned 194 

King,  James.     Mentioned 229 

King,  Thomas  B.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 844 

King,  Thomas  B.,  at  al.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 842 

King,  William  B.     See  William  R.  King,  Schooner. 
Kingfisher,  XJ.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned 4,18,28,39,56.752,769,795 

Orders  for  movements 696 

Kingsland,  ICary.     See  Mary  Kingsland,  Confederate  steamer. 

Kirk,  Manning  J.     Mentioned 8, 484 

Kittering,  Henry.    Mentioned 78, 86 

Knapp,  Philip.     Mentioned 86, 96, 99, 102 

Knapp,  William.     Mentioned 234, 235, 318, 327, 332, 341, 345 

Knox,  Samuel  R. 

Correspondence  with  James  Alden 595 

Mentioned 597 

Kooken,  John  B.     See  Trinidad,  West  Indies,  V.  S.  constd  at. 


Eozlay,  Eug^ene  A.     Correapondcnco  with  A.  W.  Johnson 181 

Krenson  &  Hawkes.     Mentioned 502 

Kithn,  J.  C.     S«>  J.  C.  Kuhu,  U.  S.  bark. 

Kukn,  J.  C.     CV)rrei«pondencc  with  James  .Udeii 606,  tiOtt 

Kurtz,  J.  D.     Report  of  fortdfioatioiw  on  sshnres  of  Gulf  of  Mexico 763 

L.  Millflndon,  ('oiifwleniU' uleaiiH^r.     Mi>iitioiie<l 820,828 

Labatut,  P.  O.     Mentioned 6ft8 

Laburnum,  I'.  S.  S. 

lilockade  of  Charleston,  8.  0 2^fi 

Mentioned 4. 7. «.  11. 17, 27,31,  :t5, 38, 54, 

125,  154,  170,  211,  24S,  2W,  2S1,  293,304. 317, 527, 332, :W1,. "MS, »4», 351 

Removal  of  obstruotionti,  Charleston  Harbor 407 

Labuzan,  A.  S.     Mt-mioiitHl 849,860 

LachlisoQ,  — — ,     Mentioned ISA 

Lacorich-,  M.     Montinnod 558 

Lady.     Hce  Lmly  Dnvin,  l^rize  ttrawer. 
Lady  Davis,  Prir^i  )^ti'»nK-r. 

Affsij^iied  to  I.ight-Houi*e  Board 344 

Montionod 320.  327,332,  337,  341,  *I5 

Lafferty,  H.     Mentioneil fil7 

Lake  Bor^ne,  La.     I>**feni<e.*4  of 763 

Lamb,  Colonel.     See  f'olrmd  Lainb^  Stfwner. 

Lambert,  Henry  S.     >lon tionttl 759, 817 

Lomphere,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 671,673 

Landi«,  Conftilerate  Hteauier.     Mentioned 820 

Lapine,  Henry.     Mentioned 817 

Larkin,  John.     Mentioned 179 

Larkspur,  V.  8.  8. 

Mentioned 3,17, 

28,  39,  55, 126, 154, 170. 211, 245, 281, 293,304,  318,  327,  332,  S4I,  ^45,  SM 

Orders  for  muvementfl 121, 128 

Latbfun,  WiUiom  H.     Mentioned 545 

Laughlin,  John  M.     Mentioned 648 

Lavoisier,  French  eteamer.     Mentioned 693,694,7.53,846,847 

Law,  George  E.     Mentioned 765,807 

Lawless,  Zy.     Mentioned... 575 

Lawless,  J.     Mentinne-i 859,867 

Lawson.  Andrew.     Mentioned 179 

Lawton,  Theodore  E. 

t'omspoudeuce  with  William  Reynolds - 328 

Mentioneti , ^._ 53 

Leach,  Abraham.     Mentioned Ill 

Leach ,  Franklin  S. 

Mentioned 170, 192.193, 198-200 

Hf'port  of  capture  of  tfloop  Coquette,  January  26,  1866 200 

Leadbetter,  Danville.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8 837 

Lee,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned 10,117,171,212,246,282,293,304,318,328,333,341 

KeiK>rt  of  biwkade  of  CliarleHtoii,  S.  C 8 

Lee,  David. 

Carre8i>omlencc  witli  J.  A.  Dahlgron 93,267 

Mentioned 170,211,245,281,292,303,317,327 

Lee,  Francis  D.     Mentioned 413 
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Lee,  John  T.                                                                                               '  Pmge. 

Mentioned 197 

Report  of  court  of  enquiry,  loaa  of  U.  8.  8.  Dai  Ching 198 

X«ee»  Ilobert  E.     See  Robert  E.  Lee,  Army  transport. 

Lee,  Bobert  B.     Mentioned 324, 373 

Lee,  Bobert  O. 

Mentioned 694 

Report  of  movements  «f  U.  8.  ship  J.  C.  Kuhn - 665 

Lee,  Sidney  Smith. 
Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W.  W 465,481,494-496,498,601,506-508,511,512 

Tattnall,  Josiah 502 

Mentioned '. 458,462,481,492,494,506,612 

IfOesburg,  Steamer.    Mentioned 606, 613, 515 

Lefebre,  D.  L.,  Dr.     Mentioned 739 

Legg«tt,  Mortimer  D.     Mentioned 141 

Lehigh,  U.  8.  S. 

Condition  of  ..... 5 

Mentioned 3,17,28,39,42,55,115,116,126,163,154,169.170, 

173, 174, 176, 177, 179, 211, 242, 246,  248,  263,  281,  291,  311,  366-368,  465 

Operations  in  Stono  River,  8.  C 230-237,261 

Leighton,  O.  F.  B.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 275 

Lenspee,  U.  8.  S.    Orders  for  movements 148 

Lenthall,  John.    Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dahlgren 120 

Lenupi,  Sdward.     Mentioned 558 

Leonard,  Pilot.    Mentioned  ..* 699 

Leslie,  Norman.    Mentioned 817 

Let  Her  Be,*  Steamer.     Mentioned 64 

Lewis,  Pilot.    Mentioned 166,167 

Lewis,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  May  7,  1861 820 

Lewis,  Henry.     See  Henry  Lewi*,  Steamer. 
Lewis,  Bobert  F.  B. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Tybee  Roads 53 

Mentioned 30,170,172,211,246,281,293.304,318,327,332,341 

Lewis,  Thomas.     Mentioned 726,739 

Lightning,  U.  8.  tender.     Mentioned 4,17,28,39,54, 

126. 165, 170, 211, 246, 281, 293, 304, 318, 327, 332, 341, 344, 345, 349, 352 

Lilly,  Launch.     Mentioned , 257 

Lincoln,  Abraham.     See  President,  V.  S. 

I<incoln,  George  C.     Mentioned 86, 96 

laning,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 583 

Lippman, .     Mentioned '. 169 

Little  Ogeechee  Biver,  Oeorgia.     Operations  in. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 298 

Report  of  L.  G.  Emerson 217 

Liverpool,  V.  S.  vice-consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  U.  8.  minister  to  Great  Britain 604 

Mentioned 603,642 

Livingston,  Fort.     See  Fort  Livinggton. 
Lodona,  U.  S.  B. 

Mentionwl 3,17,27,38,64,126,156,170,211.246,281,293,304,318 

Operations  in  Sapelo  Sound,  Geoi^a 294 

*  Knowa  alao  m  C 
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Lodona,  V.  S.  S.— C'ontinued.  I'mw. 

(tnlere  for  iiiovomeuts _ IW 

Swann,  R.  P.,  ttp|M»int<>il  to  <f >tnnian<i 37 

London,  England,  XJ.  8.  consul  at.     Mentioned^ 568|&91 

Loper,  John  H. 

(.A>rrv«|x*iiileiuu  with  L.  Rutuueau 827 

Report  of  exaininatiun  of  veeeels  at  New  OrluaaH,  La 828 

XiOper,  R.  F.     (■V>rreflpondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 665 

Loring-,  Albert.     Mon tinned 194 

liOULsa,  SrlKKm*^.     <'aiitiirH  of,  July  4,  1861 675-577 

Louisa  Xilham,  I^rk.     Mentioned ODl 

Louisiana,  Oovernor  of.     Menlioneil 682,8S1 

Louisiana  Troops.     Mciitioneil. 

Artillery— (Not  .lenRnatti*! ),  JJ82, 58:i. 

Infantry — Regiments:    Isl  Regalare,   768,784;    4th  Regulars  (B«ito«/«), 
5S2,K1M. 
Lovell,  Mansfield. 

C'-orresponclence  with  Myers,  A.  L 811 

Mi?nti<)nti1 841 

Luce,  Stephen  B. 

Corrert]K>riilen<"e  with 

DahlKTcn,  J.  A 168.821 

Dads,  Jefferson  C 222 

Gr^en,  J.  F.,.. „,..,.,.,...,.„ * 2H 

Grover,  C ,*^ 222 

Sherfy,  J.W 52 

Mentionefl II, 4«, 

50,  62,  63,  73,  110,  170,  180,  211, 246, 282, 286, 293, 304, 318, 327, 328,332 
RcportM  of. 

Amazon.  Steamer.     Seiwire  of,  Manrh  3,  1385 284,386 

Puntiao,  V,  B.  H.     CaHiialtie«  on,  resulting  from  explosion  of  hIicII  linvl 

from  Battery  Mar»haH 51 

Havannah,  <iu.     Oi>eralion  in  vicinity  of 207,222 

Lutz,  Clirifltopher.     Mt'iitioneti »7,  !W,  103 

Lyman  Dudley,  Slmip.     t^ajiture  of 845,846 

Lynch,  Dominick.     Correepondenue  with  Henry  A.  Wise 2U3 

Lynch,  Edw^ard.     Mentioned  .' ..._.        52 

Lynch,  Henry.     Mentione*! 297,298 

Lynch,  Michael.     Mentioned 86,97 

Lynch,  William  F.     Mentioned 43.%42i),&1» 

Lynn,  Arthur  T.     See  GalvtMon^  TVy.,  BriHth  cormd  oL 

Lyons. .     ^ientioiietl •••••.      660 

Lyons,  Lord.     See  BriHgh  minijfttr  to  the  VntUd  State$. 
Mab,  Queen.     Set;  Qitetii  Mab,  Sttamer. 
McAdam,  Sidney  H. 

tV>rreHInjinlerK-e  with  W.  W.  Hnnter...... , 456 

Mentioned 461,467,472,473.483,48:) 

Macao,  .American  liark.     Mentioned 662 

McCalla.  Bobert.     Mentioned 460,484 

McCafiery ,  Michael.     Mentiunwl 179 

McCanfield,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  July  4,  1861 576-577 

McCarrick,  Jamea  W. 

.\pxK)into«i  to  coiamand  Shell  Bluff  latterii-,  8a%-annah  River 501 

Mentioned. 486,488,497.604 
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M^Oarrick,  James  W. — Continued.  F*ge. 

Believed  of  command  of  Shell  Bluff  battery 511 

Beporte  of  cooperation  of  C.  S.  Navy  with  military  forces  at  Shell  Bluff  bat- 
tery   503,509 

ICcCart,  Joseph.     Mentioned 118 

KcOarty ,  John.     Mentioned _.       179 

McClellan,  U.  S.-  Army  transport.    Mentioned ,       534, 

564, 701-705, 707, 709, 710,  711, 716, 722, 723, 725, 728,  729.  735,  737 

McGlosky,  Thomas  O.     Mentioned 485, 492, 496 

McOliire,  Bobert.    Mentioned 99 

KcCluTff ,  Alexander  0.    Mentioned 222 

KcOook,  Soderick  8.    Mentioned 253 

KcDaniel,  J.  8. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray 426 

Mentioned 427 

McDaniel,  John.     Mentioned 62 

KcDonald,  Bethney  F.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 513-515 

KcBonald,  Donald.     Mentioned - 493 

McDonald,  Thomas.     Mentioned 86,97 

KcDonald,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 166 

UcDonou^h,  Commodore.     See  Commodore  McDonough,  V.  S.  S. 

KcDonough,  John.     Mentioned 52 

JKacedonian,  TJ.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 693,633,648 

McFadden,  William  J.     Mentioned 144 

McFarland,  Walter. 

Mentioned 657,676,682,683,696,737 

Report  of  reconnoiasance  for  purpose  of  establishing  a  battery  at  Head  of 

Passes,  Mississippi  River 683,697 

KcOenity ,  Peter.     Mentioned 844 

MciHnley,  John.     Mentioned 180  - 

SCcGlensey ,  John  F.     Mentioned 63, 7.'J 

SCcOowan,  John,  jr.     Mentioned 240 

HcOowen,  Hugh.     Mentioned 179 

HcOrath,  J.  W.     Mentioned 493 

KcOregrgr,  Hugh.     Mentioned 755 

MeOregor,  Charles.     Mentioneil 240 

Kachias,  Brig.     Mentioned *. 601 

Mackay,  Dr.     Mentioned 372 

McKean,  William  W. 

Appointed  to  command  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 660, 661 

Assumes  command  of  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 684 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  James 732,733,738,807,816 

Bailey,  T 6IM 

Brown,  Harvey 550-555,  702, 735, 736,  766,  768,  779,  780,  796,  800,  801,  819 

Craven,  T.  A 601 

DeKrafft,  J.  C.  P.,  etal 779 

Eagle,  Henry 733,  749, 755, 756,  "68, 812 

Ellison,  F.  B 777,  778,  791 

French,  H 697,712,790 

French,  William  H 692 

Guest,  John,  et  al 718 

Handy,  Robert 709,721 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at 679 


HcKeELn,  William  W. — Continiie<1.  ^^^^^^^  P«ge. 

Correspomlencp  n  ith 

MrFnrlana.  Walter 683,697 

Maix-y ,  Samuel 7W 

Missiaeippi,  U.  S.  S, ,  crew  of 770 

Navy  I>»partment,  V.  8 590,  ftiQ,  862, 674, 679 

flSfl,  mQ,  737, 746, 747,  751 ,  753, 754, 768, 762,  764,  789,  790,  802,  807,  8J« 

Pbel|iP,J.  W 805,  SOB 

Popi',  John 682,689,096,609,703,709,722,730.731 

Porter,  D.  D 750 

Powt'll,  L.  M 740, 741. 7*M,  767, 788, 813 

Pritv,  CiiVro 698 

Hflfridgo,  T.  O 810 

HImw,  T.  n ,.., 77n,  80S,XI0,8I7 

Wmith,  M 677,743,774,787,792,793,803.804,806,817,818 

Si>ott8,  J.  H 791* 

Winslow,  Francis 714 

General  nnier ......*.*....- 758 

MentioneiJ 528,534,639,540,563,570,578, 

589. 612. 615, 638,  <H4.W8, 665, 660, 680.  685,  717,  757.  781,  782,  791,  798 
Reports  of. 

Edwartl  Barnard,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  Octolwr  16,  1861 732 

Emprefls  and  Cornucopia.    Caeea  of 814 

Ethan  AUcn,  IJ.  S.  bark.     Movcmenta  of 766 

Ezilfia  and  JoHeph  H.  Toorie,  fM-lio<»nf-r«.     Capture  of 738 

Fort  McReo,  Fla.    Combined  attack  upon,  rtovember  22  and  23, 

1861 776-777 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Comlition  and  needa  of 73i 

DiPixwitimi  of  vessela 769,  773,  SffA 

Goiieml  affairs  nf 6W-693,  700-702, 762,  771-773,  806 

Horn  If^IanU  Vtwt*,  MiwisHippi  Pnund.     Eripi;r»?nK'nt  Itetween  V.  S.  S. 
Muntjiuuifry  and  Coiifwienite  8t*'umera  Flurida  and  Pandico, 

l)eeemK'r4,  1861 808 

Hiflnaeippi  Kivcr. 

Attack  upon  Federal  hlui-kailinK  stjua^lron  at  Hcail  of  Passes,  In* 

C.  S.  8.  Ivy.  October9,  1801 '.      700 

Attack  ui>on  Fe<leral  blockadii^;  S(]UB<lron  at  Haul  uf  PasHt!t>,  tiy 

C.  y.  v««el8,  October  12,  1861 703,  TOo-VoS.  718 

Blockade  of 656,6^1,692 

Eetablishinent  of  batter>- at  Head  of  Passes 737 

Mif«iwi]>Iti  Sound.     Kn>r<i4;riiii-nt  iK-twMm  l).  S.  8.  M lueach nine tts  and 

Confederate  uteamer  Florida  in,  October  19,  1861 739 

Kiaffara,  V.  S.  S.     Movemeutaof 614 

Pcnaacolft  navy  yard.    Proposed  attack  upon 735 

Perthshire,  British  ship.    Seizure  of,  June  9,  1861 635 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  8.    Condition  of... 750 

Prizes.    Biapoaition  of  cargoea  of 802 

Richnioni!,  L".  S.  S.    Transfer  of  coninianil  of 748 

fillip  Inland,  Miss.     Delay  in  proceeding  to 814 

Soldiers.     Dispatching  north  sick  and  wounded 804 

Sumter.  C.  S.  S.    .Search  for 599 

Suiuler,  C.  fe.  H.     Search  for,  and  (taplurea  niadif  by 679 

Sptt-ial  onlere 788,818 


* 
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HcKendry,  William.     Mentioned 193 

Hcliauphlizi,  Au^uatus.     Mentioned 838, 839 

HcLaughlin,  James.    Mentioned 52 

UcLawB,  Lafayette. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 465, 462, 463 

Mentioned 456,457,464.473 

HacUn,  Backfield.    Mentioned 847 

KcMahon,  H.  V.     Mentioned 863,865 

McManner,  T.    Mentioned 246 

McMurray,  William.    Mentioneil 97, 102 

McNally,  John.    Mentioned 348 

MclTeil,  Thomas.     Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray 421 

Uacomh,  David  B.    Mentioned 254 

Uacon,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 495,496,498 

Mentioned 189,208,492,494-513,516 

Operations  at  Savannah,  Ga. ,  and  vicinity 464, 

468, 470, 471,  477, 478, 480, 481, 485-488, 489, 498,  499 

Orders  for  movements 464,465,467,471,472,480,481,499,501 

Hacon,  Oa. ,  Mayor  of.     Mentioned 169 

McBae,»  C.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon  Federal  vessels  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October 
12,  1861.     See  Misti^iippi  River. 

Mentioned 534,563,583,632,649,658,714,716,726-728 

McXtae,  Colin  J.     Correspondence  with  Joseph  £.  Murrell 843 

Hacra,  Samuel.     Mentioned 180 

McKitchie,  David  G.     Mentioned 327,333,341 

McTTchem,  D. ,  Rev.     Mentioned 264 

Macusker,  F.  N.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 275 

Madgie,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 4,18,28,39,55 

Hadig'an,  John. 

Mentionetl 30, 143 

Report  of  destruction  of  sloop  near  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  November  5, 

1864 42 

Kagaw,  Samuel.     Mentioneti 148 

Magnolia  Bend,  S.  C.     6|>eration8 at.     Rep*jrtof  F.  M.  Montell 260 

Ma^one,  Edmund  A.     Mentioned 226 

Hahan,  Alfred  T. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Potomska 48 

Mentioned 64, 239 

Mahaska,  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 4, 18, 28,  .39, 55 

Mah^,  George  J.     Mcntionetl 81&,  816 

Mahopac,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 183,211,245,258,262,281,286,291,311,365,367 

Orders  for  movements 266, 287 

Protection  of,  against  torjiedoes 182 

Mail,  U.  S.  schooner.     Mentioned 344,349,352 

Mallard,  William  H. 

Mentioned 170,211,226,245,281,292,303.317,327 

Report  of  engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  on  Togodo  Creek,  S.  C, 

February  9,  1865 228 

*  Formerly  Harquis  de  la  Habana. 
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MaUou,  Thomas.     Mcndouecl U7, 103 

Mallory ,  Vri  valr.     MeiilioiKtl H6 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.     Muntioiii.**!  uh  rniUil  ^tateii  Ki>nat»r,  GSfX     See  ali*«i 
Sfn-flnrij  of  tl>e  Navt},  C.  K 

ataloaoy,  Mr.     Mfiiti<r>iic<l LW 

Maloney,  Michael.     Mentioned 1*6,102 

Mnlvera.  V.  S.  S.     Meiitintif^l 35«,S51.:i56 

Marnere, .     MentioQCfl 'MiV 

Uanaasas,  C.  H.  ram. 

Attack  iiptiri  F'tslfrnl  vkwh'Ui  al  Ileail  of  Pamcw,  MlMiiBsippi  River,  October 
12,  1801.    iien  Missianppi  Miver. 

Description  of 7-lrt.  747 

Mentioned 7n,72»-729,rjaii,747 

Manderson,  Andrew.     Hw  Amirfff  Mawirrmnt.  liarkaiUnr. 
Man^ham,  George.     See  firvrt/e  Mnnfffinm,  V.  S.  Bchooner. 

Manhattan,  I*.  S.  H.     Munlinnoil 4.^'> 

Mauley,  Henry  Do  H.     Mentioned 249,548 

Manner,  Edward.      Mi'ritKint?<I 240 

M finnin R-.  Edward  W.     Men t ioiied 460 

Manning,  John.     MeiitiutMHl 180 

Manston,  Richard.     Mentioned 784 

Maple  l.eaf,  1'.  S.  Army  tranHixn-t.     Mentiooed 3l0,38fl 

Marblehead,  U.  S.  H.     Mentioned 4, 18,2W,30,55 

Marcy,  Peter.     Stt-  Peirr  Mnrty,  Ameriean  »hip. 
Marcy,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 70(1,  ftOfl 

Report  of  captuni  of  Mritish  l«rk  Knipre«8 794 

Marion,  Oinfoderate  Bteamor.     Mentioned 386,402,412 

Marlon,  1'.  S.  ^hip. 

Mentioned KW,  B61,«I7, 67ft,  007,  (JW,  701,734,760 

Movements  of ,    65.'> 

(Jrdern  for  nioveinentfl .^.. ......      541 

Marquis  de  la  Habona.     See  McRar,  <\  S.  S. 
Marshall,  Battery.     8eu  Baltery  }farit}utU,  Situth  Chroluui. 

Marshall.  Major,     Mtj-ntioned ........      826 

Marshall,  G.     M(>nt.ione<l . 675 

Martin,  Eliaa  O.     Mentioned 171,212,246,  282, 293,304,31fl,327. 333,341,345 

Martin,  John.     Mentioned 73fl 

Marvin,  William.     Mentioned ^...  548,560 

Mary.  Rark.     Mentioneil 53<» 

Mary,  T' .  S.  rImx  pner.      -Mentioned 118 

Mary  Bowers,  Steamer.     Mentioned H,34,37 

Mary  Gray,  R*>nt,     Mentlonttj •-.•.., .p.*... 422 

Mary  Hill,  ronfeUerale  Bteoiner. 

Cltiirterof 867 

^fentioned 869, 860, 867-8*» 

Mary  Kingsland,  Confeilcrute  steanier.     ^(enttoned 820 

Mary  Sonford,  V.  R  S. 

Mentioned .4,17.27,39.41,54,112, 

125, 138, 154, 171, 212.  24rt,  2ft2, 2ft3. 304, 318, 327, 329,  3;«,  341, 342,340 

Operations  in  St.  Simon's  Sound  and  vicinity 15,  J 6 

Mason.  Pilot 7;*0u 

Mason,  C.  M.     Mentioaeti 849 

M  w  a— VOL  16 59 


• 


928  INDEX. 

Page. 

Hason,  lohn.    Mentioned _ 180 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S. 

Capturea  made  by 560, 563, 615 

Engagement  with 

Confederate  batteries  on  Ship  Island,   Mississippi  Sound,  July  9, 

1861 580-583 

Confederate  steamer  Florida  in  Mississippi  Sound,  October  19,  1861. 
See  Mississippi  Sound. 

Mentioned 178,202,271, 

284,  309,  313, 346, 523-525,  530, 566, 567, 569, 594, 612, 614,  632-634, 637, 
656, 692, 698, 701, 739-744, 752, 765, 769, 772, 788,  802-804.  809, 810, 819 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sonnd 602, 

615-617, 632, 649, 670, 677-679, 774, 792,  793, 803, 817 

Orders  for  movements 806, 787 

Seizure  of  British  ship  Perthshire,  June  9,  1861 534-540 

Striking  of  torpedo  by,  Charleston  Harbor,  March  19,  1865 296, 297, 385 

Massachtisetts  Troops.     Mentioned. 
Cavalry — Begiments:  4th,  224. 
In&mtry — R^ments:  55th  (Colored),  72. 

Kassie,  Josiah  C.    Mentioned 865 

Uatag^orda,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned H20 

Hathewes,  John  Traser.     Mentione<l 412 

Matthews,  Captain.    Mentioned 374 

Matthews,  E.  Orville. 

Mentioned 48, 63, 64, 68, 72, 

76,  80,  85,  87,  88, 93, 99, 104, 105, 107, 109-Ul,  172,  250, 335, 336, 348, 388 
Reports  of. 

Battery  White,  8.  C.     Armament  of 278 

State  of  Georgia,  U.  S.  S.    Arrival  of,  at  Fortrera  Monroe,  Va 249 

Statement  regarding  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harlx>r 410, 411 

Mattie,  Sailboat.     Mentioned 862 

Maury,  Dabney  H. 

Correspondence  with  M.  M.  Gray 427 

Mentioned 425 

Maury,  Henry.     Mentioned 813 

Maxwell,  James.     See  James  Maxirell,  American  bark. 
May,  Robert  L. 

Mentioned 689. 691 

Report  of  injuries  suatainetl  by  U.  S.  8.  Kirhmond  in  attack  upon  Fort 

McRee,  Fla 779 

Maynard,  L.     Mentioned 575 

Mayo,  WilUamK.     Mentioned 170,172,211,245,281 

Meade,  Gleor^  Q.     Mentioned .^_      509 

Meigs,  Mont^mery  C.     Mentioned 148, 492 

Memphis,  U.  B.  S. 

Mentioned 3,17,27,38,48,54,55,86,97,111,12.5,154,170,211,245,311 

Orders  for  movements 214 

Menard,  Medard.     Mentione^l 849, 861 ,  Rfi-i,  867-869 

Mercedita,  U.  S.  8.    Orders  for  movements 807 

Merchant,  Samuel.    Mentioned Ill 

Merrill,  H.  M.     Mentioned 149 

Merrill,  Jesse.     Correspondence  with  William  Reynolds 3:i3 

Merrimac,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 237 


Pa?o. 

Merrimack,  C.  K.  S.     Mentioned 2:<,435 

Hervine,  William. 

Appointfl  In  ciimmaiKl  (Jnlf  Hloi'lcadinn;  Sr|tuuiron 51ft,  521),  SK! 

Ck)rpeHpoii(Ienc«  with 

AMm,  Jamtw 576»  578,  WW,  B»7,  e07-«09,  tt45,  fl65 

Ball,  AVilliam  H 656 

Brecjv,  Pamnel  L 591 

Craven,  T.  AiigrHstiw 634 

EajKle.  Henry fil7,«37,fl38 

Kllifwn,  F.  B ««:),  (MB,  «>7-«60 

French,  William  H 541-6^3 

Gilwim,  Alex 570 

Horner,  G.  K.  B 072 

Howe,  Charlee 649,799. 

Kimball,  Georgo ..,, - ,.      500 

Lee,  R4.»)ertrT «« 

McKeun.  William  W 535, 599, 614,  &% 

Navy  Dopartnu^nt,  U.S....  521-527, 529,550,55%,  556.  501, 5f>4,.'ifW.  570,  .574, 
575, 580,  583, 587, 591-593, 590, 603, 013,  t;i4,  018,  a32,  (W5.  6.12-644,  (»9 

PiHir.  C.  H 5ti2,  002,057 

PoiKs  John 664,675 

Priw,  Cicero 6I2,641,6S7 

BelfridKt?,  Thomaa  O , 647,076 

Slijiw,  T.  Parrah 531.546 

Smith,  Molaneton 836, 500, 681,  602, 615, 616, 632, 649,  670 

Strong,  J.  H 684 

iVdaration  o(  blwkade  of  .Vpalflcliicola,  Fla 532 

Departure  of,  from  Boston,  Ma» 626 

.Mentioned 533, 540, 544, 657, 579, 580, 594, 005, 640, 650, 6ft4, 692, 719, 751 ,  771 

Kelievedof  command  of  Gulf  Blockading  Sijuadron 600.686,893,696 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.    Operationa  at 561, 574, 044, 663-664, 679, 685, 686 

Gnlf  BIcH'kailin^  Sijuadron. 

Condition  and  niwds  of 565 

General  afiurs  of -. . . .  545, 561 ,  588, 593, 598,  «1(>,  «.*i:j,  (K^8,  iUH,  666 

Jndah,  Confederate  privateer  MThooner.     ])c«>tructian  of,  Beptember 

14,  1861 1 670-672 

Key  W4^t,  Fla.     Blockade  of 530,541,646,447 

Mi<wi(*ippi,  V.  B.  H. 

Con<lilion  of,  and  delayeii  de(«rture  from  Booton 62S 

GroundinR  of,  off  Key  West,  Fla 549 

Wiwiwippi  Rivor. 

Blwkadeof 665 

Pr<i|>oped  rleaririK  of  PiwueH  at  iiunitli  of 600 

PensRcola,  Fla.     Kight  expedition  for  cuirinK  out  a  iivbooHer  near ...      610 
Bbip  Inland,  Miaa. 

Delayed  operations  a^net 062 

Enpijtenient  between  IT.  R.  R.  MasRarhufiettH  and  Confederate  hat- 

terieaon,  July  9,  ISO!  580 

Bufuler,  C.  8.  S.     Ea«i|>eof,  frftm  Mif«ifl:!<ippi  River 669 

Special  order  regardinir  eapdire  and  deatfvction  Confederate  privateer 

schooner  Judah 674 
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Metzger,  J.  B.     Mpntinnwd .«^*--*  189,208 

Mexico,  {Vmftffleratt'stfamer.     ^leutioiietl SSO,  IUSS 

Mexico,  U.  S.  minister  to.     Mentioned 530,818 

Meyers,  John.     Mentkuial 

Micliaels ,  A.     M  en  I  ioiied 

Micliig'aii  Troopa.     Mentioned.     Cavalry— 'Hf^in)»>iil.'<:  5tli,  '.GS. 

Midnight,  V.H.  lark.     Mentione«l '. 4, 18, 28, 38. 55.  753,803,812 

Millandon,  L.     Hee  L.  Millandon^  Cmiftdcrate  dmnxrr. 
MiUedgeviUe,  C.  H.  8. 

Destruction  of 60C  ' 

Onler  for  removal  of,  from  Ravaiitiah,  Ga 468,400 

Miller, .     Mentionwl 880 

Miller,  Charles.     Mentioned ".  .         66 

Miller,  Felix  G.     Mentioned 45H 

Miller,  3.  Dickinson.     Mentioned 686 

Miller,  James.     Men  tinned -.,,.        179 

Miller,  William  H.    Mentioned .— - IT'J 

Milliken,  Samuel.     Menlioncnl 4(j0 

Millis,  J.  G.     Mentioneri 159 

Mills,  Thomas  B. 

Menlinnwl 45» 

Relieved  of  (Vimmand  of  C.  8.  8.  Sampson 466 

Milton,  John.     Ht-e  FUmfUi^  fiotrrtttrr  n/. 

Milwaukee,  V.  S.  S.     Mentiun&l 386.432 

Miner,  Sanford  8.     Mentidiied SI7, 327, 3S2,S4 1,345 

Mingoe,  V.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Cliarleeton,  S.  C 31 

Casualtita  to,  in  a  gale  off  Charleeton,  S.  C 84 

Mentiene<l. .  M.  H,  11, 17,  27,  :tO.  .Ho,  S«,  55,  63, 65.  fl9,  71-73. 79, 85. 86,91, 96, 99. 101- 
104,110,  126,  156,  158, 16«,  170,186,187,205,211,219,245,262,272,273, 
277,281.284,293,304,  306,  318,  327,332,341,  342,344,346,357,358,371 
Openiliona 

At  Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  vicinity 276,294 

In  Pedee  River.  Soutli  Carolina 268 

In  Waccaniaw  River,  South  Camlina , 299.300 

Onlera  forinoveniejit*( 81,82,261 

Minor,  Georg^e.     Jlentionod .' 836 

Minor,  H.  T..  jr.     Mentioned 400 

Minho,  Viwsel.     Mentioned ........^... 354 

Minturn,  B.  B.    CV)rre«pflndene«  with  State  Department,  U.  B 043 

Miramon,  General.     See  fJatcraJ  Miramon,  i&mmer. 
Mississippi,  C.H.S. 
Rldckado  of 

Key  \V*ii|,  Fla 630,541-fic44.546.546,M7-M9 

Mobile,  Ala frl7,67rt 

Captaree  niarle  by .W?,  7W-7t>6 

CnmUlion  of 52.%  810 

t'orre»tK)ndenw)  of  crew  of,  with  W.  \V.  McKean 770 

Menlione-l 523,.529-5;t2,  554, 

569,  580,  .589,  .5^1,  609,  6;*0,  64.5,  649,  732,  748, 765. 764, 769, 770.  799.  805 

Movements  of 5^6 

Oi>eration8  at  Fort  Pickeng,  Pensscola  HarNir,  Fla 561,565.674 

Orders  for  movements 62S 
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Uiuisaippi  Oity^  Miss.  p&re. 

C(i]ifo»leruti'  Iritofie  at ^2 

Kxi'liani^  (ii  whotfl  hetwpt*n  V.  S.  S.  New  I-«ndnn  and  Confedcnite  Hteaiui'n* 
PnmlicfMinil  Oivgiin  oti,  lU'ivmlHrr  7,  IS»U. 
Aheinu'i  \ofi  of 

DeSoto.  U.S. 8 810 

Miuwachufit'tto,  U.8.8 8U 

New  I^nilon,  IT.S.S 811 

Extra<!t  from  Richmond  IHiipatch 811 

I{«l>tirtof  A.  L.  Myera 811 

Missiasippi  Biver. 
Bl(3<-ka(ie  of. 

Ordem  and  inrtruclione. 

Aldcn,  James 595 

Murviri**,  William 638 

Kavy  Department,  U.S , fi27.  fi29,  5m7,  tM2 

Reports  of 

Fry,  Joseph.... ....ri..*^^...... 846 

McKean,  W.  W 650,6»1.692 

Mervine,  William 5fl9,(IW> 

PcMir.C.  H 528, 5e2, 602, 667 

Pop*..  John...; 67.5,(189.730,731 

PorltT,  David  D r>33, 56:1, 571-573.602 

CBptnreH  iniule  off 690.  7:i2,  738,  794-79« 

Confnderato  affairs  in.     Commimicationa  from 

Navy  DeimrlimMit,  I'.  S 521 

Slellwapen,  H.  S 521 

Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  from.     See  Sumter,  C.  S.  S. 
Head  uf  Pa»iM. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  flquiidron  at,  by  C.  S.  S.  Ivy,  Octoliri 
tf,  IftOl.     Rep-.irtsof 

McKtiaji,  William  W 700 

Po|H!,  John  .^. (IW9 

Attack  uimii  Fedt-ral  MiH-kHdiiii;  nquadroii  at,  by  ConFederate  veaeela, 
October  12,  1861. 
Alietrai't  ]nj{  of 

Nightingalf.  U.  S.  ship 724 

Vincenuea,  U.S. ship 723 

Water  Witch,  U.S.S 724 

Conimitnicatioii.'^  from 

HolliiiiJ,  U.  N 730a 

Niivy  r>e[>artm<Mit,  U.  8 753,764 

Congratulatory  letter  of  Navy  Departinen*,  C.  S 730. 730a 

Extract**  fnini  newnpapen* 725-730 

Injnries  mwtuined  by  U.  S.  S.  Kichmond 718,731 

Onlvr  i)f  John  Pope .._       712 

Reporta  of 

Ihmcan,  J.  K 726,728 

French,  U 712-714 

Handy,  Rolwrt 709,711,721 

Hollins,  Geonie  N 727 

McKean,  W.  W 700,705-708,718 
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UisBissippi  River — Continued. 
Ucad  of  PflBacp— Continut'il. 

Alt&i'k  tijMiti  Kudurul  bl(K'ka<tin^  B<]ua4r<iii  nt,  hy  Coiifclorato  vo—ola, 
(K'tober  12,  1861— ataiinued. 
Kepurte  of 

Po|w,  John 703,7(»-ni.7IT,T22 

Taylor,  Jii>n«ti 718 

Wark'V,  A.  F 7911^ 

WiiiBlow,  Fraaiiia 7l4-7I<i 

8Utt*ineiit  of 

AUt'n.  Nathftniel  P 730 

Burrows,  Williatii 719 

Whoolc.  Thomaa 720 

Wilcox.  I).  L 717 

KHtablisKiueut  of  i»attery  at. 

Alwtrat't  log  of  the  I'.  S.  phiji  Vin«>nncw .,.--, (JMi 

(Orders  and  instrurtione. 

Mervine,  WillUiii 664 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 59*1.  wa,  6W 

Heports  of 

McFarlanil,  Waller ^ 683,097 

MrKi-an,  Williain  W 085,  (W2,  700,  702,  7:tT 

Menine,  Willimn fiWt. (MS,  rt5», »18S 

Poor,  O.  II OTi- 

Po(H%  John 67tt,  682,  tiyti 

Winslow,  F B83 

Sketch  of 635,637 

Oi>oratio»8  in. 

Act  of  CoDffrwB,  C.  S Sii7 

Communicatiou  from  D.  I.eadbetter 8^7 

RoiMjrtof  D.  E.  Twinga 82fl,829,H37,M2 

See  also  Xew  OrUatm,  La. 
PiMposcvl  uttacjk  upon  blockwlitigr  fleet  in. 
O^mmuuiratioua  from 

Navy  Department,  D.  8 675, 61H 

PrvHideul,  U.  8 618 

Storer,  B 618 

Report  of  Melaneton  Smith 632 

Propoewl  cU-aring  of  His*.'*'  al  mouth  of 690 

Sketch  ..f  ras-Mua G3&~6»7 

Missl&aippi  Sound. 

Caiiturtwuiaile  in .'J60.«i02,  (il5.  77;^.  774.  792-794.  817 

Knga^uient  between  V.  H.  8.  MaHaaohusettx  ami  CVttifederale  steamer 
Florida  in,  (X-tobcr  lit,  iw;i. 

Abetraet  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  MassnehiiHetta 744 

R«|Kirta  of 

Hays,  Charlea  W 744 

McKeun.  WiJliam  W 7.W 

Powell.  L.  M ,. 'U^^mt 740  742 

Smith,  Melaiietoii '"        ^  -  742-7+4 

Exchange  of  shots  between  V.  S.  S.  Huntsville  a 

,  in.     It4'[»ort  of  Cicero  Price 

(>j>erutionB  in. 

Onlera  uut  instructions  W.  W.  McKean 


UissisBippi  Sound — <^Viittiniiet1. 
*.f|>erationf<  in — ('<irilinnt*<l. 
Reports  of 

Frencli,  11 fil»7 

Mervine,  William BM 

Selfri.lft*-,  ThoiiiM  O tt47.67«,677 

8milh,  Melanctan 015-617,  *i32.&4«,  792,  «03 

Twiggfl,  D.  E ,,.-,,. 827^830,  833 

Set  alw  Hnrfi  hthml  P<uw;  }fi*inniiippi  C^i/i  iP««..'  f^fiip  hlitml. 
Mitchell,  Benjonus. 

Monll.mL'.l 211,2-10,245,28].  292, 303, 317,326, 3;i2. 341, 34a 

Iti^I>ort  rtf  ppninvfll  of  fihutnu'lioiie  from  harbor  of  Charltwton,  S.  C 379 

Mitchell,  Ch&rles  F.     ^r^'ntiMllo<l 170, 21 1 ,  215, 281 ,  2tt3. 304,  318 

MitcheU,  John  O. 

Correspondfiii'o  witli  Henry  Kagle 7Brt,  682 

^[entioned 755,  759 

Mix,  'William  B.     Mentioned 2M 

Mobile,  Confotlerat**  steamer.     Menlioned 609, 8Ui,H2t),  831 

Mobile,  Ala. 
Blwka<ly  of, 

Onlerof  \V    \\\  McKean 788 

Re)KirlM  4jf 

<_iil»on,  Alex 570 

Powell,  U  M 764,813 

Priee,  Cicero 612 

Selfrkige,  ThoniaaO 647.676 

Captures  made  off 767,820 

Confetlerate  tro'»i>3  at 682 

Defenee  of.     Reportof  I).  N.  Injirahain 836 

lVii[Kmil  ilestriK'tion  of  teleKmpli  line  from  New  Orleaiw,  La.,  tii. .  580,616,634 
Mohawk,  V.  8.  8. 

Captures  ma«lo  by 547-649, 584 

Menlioneii 4, 

1 8.  28, 3«,  55, 522, 523, 526, 54 1 ,  545,  .W2, 553, 589, 593. 594, 615, 752,  769 

Operationa  at  St.  Markii,  Fla ftS4-586 

Mohican,  I'.  S.  8. 

.VU.ntione.1 183,211,245,281,288.291 

Movenieati*  of................ 292 

(^mlers  for  nmvementfl „ , 214, 266, 287 

MoUineaux,  James.     Mentioiie<l , 294 

Molly  Myers,  Boat.     Mentioned 422 

Monadnock,  V.  H,  S. 

Captiiri«  ina^le  by 253-255 

Mentioneii 1&3, 187,211,246,281,286-288,201,311,337, 365 

MdvenK-ntH  uf 292 

4  Jrders  for  movemento 260, 266, 287 

Protection  of,  ogainHt  torpetloea 182 

Monitor,  V.  8,  S.     Meutione*! 374 

Monitors,  Commanding:  Offtcers  of.     Correwpondenee  with 

Duhlgren,  J.  A 169 

Grwn,  Jue.  K 33 

See  alwi  fronelnd*. 
Bxratet  Spanish  ahip.     Mentioned 843,844 
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Moutauk,  17.  S.  8.  Page. 

Mentioned 3,13,17,27,38,54,56,124,125, 

151,153,  154,170,  182,187,211,245,291,311,383,387,431,435,  438,455 

Movements  of 268 

MonteU,  F.  M. 

Mentioned 48,115,170,211,245,282,293,297,304,318,327,332,^41 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.    Blockade  of 59 

Cooper  River,  8.  C.     Operations  in 259,280,3(^,346 

MozLtgomery-,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 546 

Engagement  with  Confederate  Bteamera  Florida  and  PamHco,  December  4, 
1 861 .     See  Horn  Idand  Pass. 

Mentioned 523- 

625, 530,  532,  561,  594, 610,  648,  669,  769,  773,  787,  790,  804,  808-810,  816 

Movements  of 81 7 

Operations  off  Apalachicola,  Fla 644, 546,  770 

Orders  for  movements 5;il ,  810 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 337 

Hoore,  Bramley.     See  Bromley  Moore,  British  ship. 
Hoore,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  James  Alden 577 

Mentioned 607, 858, 860 

Moore,  Thomas.     Mentioned 226 

Moore,  William.     Mentioned 180 

Moore,  W.",  &  Co.     Mentioned 762 

Morgan,  Charles.     See  Charles  Morgan,  Con/eileratf  Hleamer. 
Morgan,  Fanny.     See  Fanny  Morgan,  Confederate  yacht. 
Morgan,  Fort.     See  Fort  Morgan. 

Morgan,  James  D.     Mentionet! 222 

Morley,  Martin.     Mentioned 180 

Morris,  Charles.     Mentioneil 674 

Morris,  Qeorge  TT. 

Corre^IKjndence  with  Navy  Department,  IT.  K 217 

Mentioned 269,271,281,292,300,303,317,327,332 

Re|K)rte  of. 

Black  River,  <  Jeorgia.     Operations  in 288 

Elvira,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  February  25,  1865 272 

Morris,  Henry  "W. 

Corresptmdence  with  Navy  Dei>artment,  U.  8 765 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  8.  Pensacola 765 

Morrish,  Samuel.     Mentioned 650, 651 

Morrison,  Mr.     Mentioneil 133 

Morrison,  John.     Mentioned 15, 16 

Moses,  Lee.     Mentioned 460 

Mosher,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 820 

Mosman,  D.  Frank.     Mentionetl 7iM,  795 

Mott,  Charles.     Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S 613 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  8.  8. 

Cajrtures  made  by 547-549 

Mentione<l 523, 528,  529 

Moyle,  James.     Mentioneil 180 

Mulford,  John  E.     Mentioned 122, 123,  359 


HuUieam,  James  H.     M<'ntion<^l 179 

Mullen.  Thomas.     Menlkineil .,,.        86 

MulUkin  and  HarreLI.     McnUniiefl 506 

Mulready,  Bobert.     Ki'jKjrt  i.f  siinvy  of  sicaiuer  Celt , 256 

Mure,  William.     Stt*  Xov  '>r/fvtrw,  iiritish  comut  ut. 

Murphy,  James.     Mentioned , 179 

Murphy,  Thomas.     Mi;iitionc(l 180 

Hurray,  Michael. 

i^tateniL-nt  rc^rUing  obstructions  in  Charleston  Harbor 402 

Mentione*! 40:1 

Murrell,  Jos.  B.     ('i>rn'SiKin(tenrw  with  V.  J.  McRac .* 843 

Music,  tVinfmierate  stoainer.     Mentioned i..-..      820 

Myers,  A.  L.     Report  of  exchange  of  ehotfi  Iwtween  U.  8.  8.  New  London 
sik]  (ViuftMlenitt^  Ht4^nieni  Pattilir'o  iiiitl  Ore^n  off  MiM«iwippt 

City,  Mis?.,  Dtteniber  7,  1861 811 

Mahantf  r.  S.  S.     Mentioned 4, 

12,  i;i,  17,  28,  as,  M,  mi,  \2h,  VA»,  \5H,  154,  170,311,245.247.251,281, 
293,  .^i04,  .'ilft,  :i25,  3.27,  .132,  .-Ml,  .345,  .^19,  .150,  352, 3fl»,  383,432,438.455 

Nahum  Btetson.  Hritigli  lirimintine.     Captnreof,  July  20.  1881 583,602 

Naiad.  Hrig.     Mentioned ...,..,..--, 801 

Nancy,  Ship.     Mentioned , 853 

Nantes,  France.  T7.  S.  consul  at.     l^fent  iniieil 280 

Nantucket.  T.  S,  S.     Menlioned 3,13,17. 

27,  3tt.  53,  55,  110.  12(i,  12«,  142.  153, 154, 170.  211.245.  26tf. 
2S1,  mi,  293,  .304,  31H,  325,  ,327, 3.30,  332,341,  ;M6,  .'W2,  .'MM,  4.55 

Narragansett,  8«:hooneT.     Mi-^titioneil 585 

Nashville,  C.  8.  8.     Mentioned 58,431 

Nassau  County,  Fla.     Kxpe<lition  for  paptnre  of  n>conla  of,  January  10-18, 
1885. 

Commendatory  li*lt4^r  «f  Jnlin  A.  Uahl^Mi 187 

Repnria  of 

Kllioti,  Kml 186 

Freeman,  8.  N 105 

National  Guard*  U,  8.  ship.     Mentiunefl 6.3:*,  680, 7'M>,  787, 793, 815 

Naushon,  T'.  8.  Amiv  steamer.     Mentioned 1"0 

Naval  Academy,   V.    B.     MeinoriulH  of    Cotife'lernle    warfare  sent   fmiii 

Charlentou.  8.  C. ,  to :i:W 

Navy  Department,  C.  8. 
Com-v|n»n<li'iice  with 

Andernoii.  .1.  K.,  JkCo 8.39 

Anderson,  William  E 838 

HniKg.  B 835 

Klorida,  Governor  of 857 

<hH'.,  Charles  A K3K 

HoliiiiB,  (jeoi^e  S 727,  730,  730a.  840 

Hunter,  \V.  W 456,  459,479,481,488, 

4H!»,  492.  41M-I9t5.  4i»8,  501.  600-508,  511,  512,7(11,832,8.36  838.848,855 

Intfrahani,  I).  N K30 

Roui«eau,  1 820 

Tattnall,  Jo«ah 476,502 

War  Department,  C.  S ^ ^,^., 834,838,830 

Genenil  onler - .„ 462 

Report  of  veeeels  in  eummisnon  and  under  constnictlob 4fi0 
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Kavy-  Department,  IT.  S.    Ck>rreepoD(lence  with  p«g«. 

Adams,  H.  A 671 

Alden,  James 523,576,605,610,815 

Bailey,  T 533, 559, 578,  676,  7M 

Balch,  George  R 290 

Barrymore,  William 143 

Betl,  CharleaH 342 

Chauncey,  John  S 544 

Colvocoressea,  Georgia  M 801 

Craven,  T,  Augs 558 

Craven,  T.  T 819 

Dahlgr«n,  John  A 5,0,11-14,18,19,28,29,33,34,39-41, 

44,  45,  49.  50,  53,  55-57,  60,  6,%  72,  82,  96, 113,  115,  119,  122,  126,  127, 
131,  135,  138-143,  146-148,  151,  156-163, 165, 171, 178, 183-187, 190, 194, 
197,  202,  208,  214,  218, 219, 221,  237, 241, 243,  244, 249, 250, 252. 253.  256, 
260,  262-269,  271-273,  277,  282, 284, 286, 288, 291, 295, 296, 298, 299. 301, 
307,  308,  311,  3U,  319-325,  328,  335-a38,  340, 342-344,  348, 374, 380,  429 

DeKrafft,  J.  C.  P 328 

Downes,  John 791 

Drake,  A.J 791 

Dii  Pont,  S.  F.,  etnl 618,651,680 

Eagle,  Henry .533,684,640,757 

EUiwjn,  F.  B- 524,627 

Emmone,  George  F 767 

Kustis,  Joseph 557 

Farragut,  David  ( i 18 

French,  Henry 557 

Garfield,  W.  H 299 

Glisson,  0.  S 525 

Handy,  E.  L 541 

Handy,  Robert 547 

Home,  David  li : 791 

Ix>per,  R.  F 555 

McKean,  AV.  W 579,590,659-662,674,679,684, 

689,  700,  703,  705,  718,  731,  732,  735,  737-739,  745, 747,  748,  750,  751-754, 
758,  762,  764,  706,  769,  771-773,  775,  789,790,802-805,807,808,814,818 

Matthews,  E.  OrviUe 249 

Mervine,  William 519-527, 529, 530, 541, 545, 547-550, 555, 556,  561, 564,  565, 

568-570,  574,  575,  580,  583, 587-593, 596, 598,  603, 610, 613, 614, 618,  632, 
633,  635,  638,  642-644,  648,  655,  659,  660, 662,  666, 670, 679, 685, 693, 695 

Morris,  George  U 21 7 

Morris,  Henry  W 765 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of 47 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of 156 

Parrott,  E.  G 292 

Pickering,  C.W 286,338 

Poor,  C.  H 628 

Pope,  John 607,043,650,717 

Porter,  D.  D 18,19,533 

Powell,  L.  M 645,686 

President,  U.  S 527,5*5 

Price,  C 694 

Quackenlnish,  S.  P 176,344,789 

Radfoid,  William 360,361,363,364,356 


Ka-vy  Department,  IT.  B.    CorrrapondeDce  with  pHfce. 

tVn<i,  A 773,702 

Ki-ynoIrlK,  William a47,:iftO 

RonckeD*iorff,  "Williain - ■'»04 

SatiFonI,  Oharlw)  W ^,^— ^, 5S0 

8<^>tt,  (i.  H 5*16 

SeUIen,  Oeor^  1 566 

Smith,  Melaneton 539,540 

Spf*tta,  J.  II 798 

fitiuily,  FaMiw IBl 

Stnte  Department,  U.  ft r I2.534.53*l.fta5,74rt,7fl7 

Stt'llwagon,  U.  S 807 

Strihling.  V.  K .^^ 18 

Binrng,  F.w :m 

Vaughan,  Henry 2lK> 

War  T)t'[mrtiiiont,  U.  8 ii^—i.i .— i. 314,315 

Winchester,  J.  ¥ =,..„.....„„ L^l 

Navy  Yard,  Kew^  York,  Oominaiidtint  of.     Ci>rn'BiK)nd*)nc*«  with 

Navy  Pepartnionl,  r.S 47 

Sti*ll'way«-ii.  H.  S 521 

Navy  Tard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of.     C'nrrtwiKtmloiiuu  with  Navy 

r»fpiirttiK-iit,  r.-s i5tf 

Naylor,  Benjamin  B.     Mfntione^l .. *-.. 179 

Neely,  Thomas  W. 

Corresp'mdenwi  with  W.  W,  Hunter 4fil 

Mentioned 474 

Neil,  Cecil  C.     Mcntinnwl 221 

Neilly,  Michael  or  Patrick  (?).     Menlionerl 85,96,102 

Nelms,  C'Hife<lt'nit«  steamer.     Mejitlnned 782,  784 

Nelson,  Charles.     M(?n tioned 52 

Nelson,  Horatio.     Menliomil ftl3 

Nelson,  N.  A.     Mentioned 576 

NeUon,  WilUam.     Mentioned 245,281, 2»;i,  304,3I8,327.3.S2,.'MI,  .*t!5 

Nemaha.  Steamer.     Mentioned 75 

Neptune  No.  3,  Confe^lemte  Kti^sitner. 

CharkTof 841.  H67 

Mdhtitme*! 8511,  K5S,  Wk^-SUH 

Nereus,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 365 

Neutrality,  Britiah , , 650,651 

Newell,  Harman.     Mentioned 573 

New  Hampshire,  V,  S.  ship. 

Mtiitione^l 3, 17, 20,27, 38,54,64, 

86.  »2-iM. 97-9JI.  102. 108,  HI.  125.  140.  154,  170.  192,  lft4.  HIS.  201.  211, 
245,  281,  285,  2«3,  ?m,  318,  327,  .t2S,  .130,  332,  3,13,  337,  341,  3i5,  .t4».  361 

Stnddan!,  ( M*nr)>L' )  J. ,  relievetl  of  (y»nimand 62 

New  Hampshire  Troops.     Mcutiont^I.     Infantry — Reginient^f:  4th,  324. 

New  Ironsides,  U.  8.  S.    Mi-nlioniHl 4-6, 

18,  25,  28, 3M,55, 184, 339, 412, 431, 434-W8, 440. 446, 450, 465 
New  London,  U.  S.  8. 

Caplur**  made  hy 773-775.792-794.817 

Kngagement  with  Confederate  BtcainerB  Panihco  and  Orefp>n,  r>eoemt>er 
7,  1861.    See  Mimstijtpi  Citp,  Mh/r. 

Mentioned 753,802,810,811 

Newman,  H.  K.     Mentioned 419, 420. 428 
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Newman,  John.     Mentioned *7 

IXe'w  Orleans,  Ija. 

Blockade  of.     See  Mississippi  River. 

Confederate  troops  at 582 

Hunter,  W.  W.,  detached  from  naval  station  at,  and  ordered  to  Kappn- 

haiinock  defenses,  Virginia S32 

Operations  of  Confederates  at 
Communications  froip 

Eckel,  Lewie 583 

Eustis,  Joseph 557 

Hamburg,  U.  S.  consul  at 746, 747 

Loper,  R.  F 556 

Navy  J)epartment,  C.  S 834,  839,  Ml 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 521, 524,556,575,583 

Rousseau,  L 83* 

State  Department,  U.  S 746 

Twiggs,  D.  E 834 

War  Department,  C.  S 832 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bragg,  Braxton 835 

Naval  station.  New  Orleans,  Commandant  of 838,  H40,  842, 850 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 838,840,855 

Navy  yard,  Gosport,  Commandant  of 839 

Rousseau,  L' 827 

Reports  of 

Fry,  Joseph 833 

Hunter,  W.  W.,  et  al 828 

McKean,  W.  W 657 

Mervine,  William 565 

Porter,  David  D 534,  563 

Stellwagen,  H.  S 521 

Twiggs,  D.  E 581,  821, 82rt,  830, 831 

Proposed  destruction  of  telegraph  line  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  to 580, 616, 634 

Vessels  at 820 

New  Orleans,   La.,  Britiali  consul   at.     Corresimndenee  with  John  (i. 

Robinson 824 

Newton,  Thomas. 

Mentioned 304 

Report  of  t-apture  of  Federal  naval  officers  in  Cooper  River,  South  Caro- 
lina         297 

JXevr  Tork,  Clerk  District  Court,  Southern  District  of.     Correspondence 

with  Henry  Eagle 748 

New  York,  TJ.  S.  marshal  at.     Mentioned 718 

New  Tork  Troops.     Mentioned,  Infantry — Reginienta:  6th.  7;W;  54th, 181; 
56th,87,  89,106, 107;  127th,  87,  88,  101,  106, 107;  144th,  89, 100, 
107, 108;  157th,  88,  107,  278,  283, 371. 
Niagara,  U.  S.  S. 

Alwtract  log,  Augusts,  1861 612 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River 614, 

656, 684, 690-693,  705,  731,  732,  737,  748,  750,  752,  766 

Mentioned 522-524,528,534,535,537,539, 

540, 552,  566, 569,  574,  589,  592,  594, 598, 610-612, 615, 638, 640, 655, 664, 
676,682,685,697,698,714,718,  732-/35,  737-739,  741,  758,765,768,775. 
776,  779-782,  784,  785,  787,  788,790,791,  799,802-808,810,814,818,819 


r 


Klagara,  V.  S.  S.— Conlinuo*!.  Pnce. 

<Jpemtions  rtt  Fort  PiokfTwt,  P«inrau^iila  I^lar1x>r,  Flrjrida 551, 

5M,  7«O-70a.  7;tn,  770-77S 
See  aJso  Fort  ifeHtr,  Fta.    Combhvd  attnch  ujtofty  Notrmfttr  ff  and  £S,  IS6J. 

S*'ar/h  fiirC.  S.  S.  SiiniUT 57«.570,51tO,5(«»-«ni 

Nichols,  E.  B.     MwitionH HiW 

Nichol*,  Ed.  T.     Mcntit.mtl , 802 

Nichols,  Smith  W.     Mpiilioned 31ft,31'7 

NicholB,  William  H.     >[(>iition(!(l 848 

NickelB,  J.  Frederick. 

Mentione^i 281,ai)2,  :«>4,ai7, 327, 332 

Relieved  of  roiuiiiand  nf  IT.  H.  »h\\t  Ht  lyini)*  and  a|i[Miiiiterl  in  tKnnnianil 

U.  S.  8.  Ciunbridge 306 

Ifielan,  James.     Men! lonwl tftO 

Nightingale,  V.  S.  Hhip. 

Alwtmrt  Inj;,  ( tctolHT  !»-I7,  I,H4il 72-» 

Menti^mtHl rtHO,  704, 705, 713, 7H,  7lft,  722, 725, 72«,  730, 732, 738, 739, 75i>,  7t>4 

l>nli=!n«  for  ttiovenient^  .,.. ,.,..... 701 

Hipwc,  U.  H.  S.     Mentioned  3,9. 17, 28, 85,39, 5R,  111,  125, 138, 

154,  170,  187,  205.  211.  2li»,245,273,  27)1,278,281,282,  2It3,  :K)8, 31 1,371 

Nixon,  JohnW.     Mi-ntinrifd 855 

Nolan,  Peter.     JIt'nti(pne»l I7» 

Nolan,  William,     Men  tinned 179 

Nonpareil,  Shcioiier.     MrnliuiitKl ., ,,.       571 

Norfolk  Packet^  U.  8.  schooner.     MpntionH .3.18,28,311.5:'.  110. 

126,154,  170,  211,  217,  245,  281,293,  :i(M,;ii8,  :»27,:a2,:Hi..'M5,:M(i,  ;i50 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Airival  iit  Chark-glon,  S.  C'..  of  vpbwIh  from 183 

Dispatching  of  vw«ol«  fmm  Charlc«ton,  S.  C,  to 288 

North  Carolina,  V.  H.  phi[>.     Mcutioncd 686,  TflO 

North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina.     Oiwniti(ii>H  in  virinity  of. 

Commuiiictttinn  from  John  A.  X)ahl|jrea ' 243 

Onlorw  and  uwtnu'lionH-     J<ihu  A.  Itahlj^rfii 4.5,57, 182, 20.3.  247 

Repcirti*  of 

Rttlch.GwnteB 208,213 

Pahli^ren.  John  A 187 

Pn>).lp.  (iforgeH 188,212 

See  alt*o  TofftHlo  Creek,  .SiMiiA  Cantiinti. 

Northrop,  James.     Mentioned 86,97 

Norwich,  U.  8.  S.     Mention&l 4,17, 

27, 30, 65, 12<^1.Vi,  170, 211,  245, 281, 293, 304,318, 327,332,  341,  342,  346 

Noyes,  Mr.     Menlione*! 585 

Noye9>  Allen  E. 

Afii>r>inte<l  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Catalpa 25 

Mc^niifintMl 170, 211. 245,  281,  202,  .S03, 317,  336,  ;t32,  .341 

Il*'jH)rl  iif  r(ci'ui>ation  of  Battery  White  and  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  by  United 

States  forcvs,  Fcbnmry  25,  1865 276 

Nueces,  Bark.     Mention^ 867,868 

O.  M.  Pettit,  n.  S.  S.     Mentioned 3, 17,27,38,  .54,60,  71,  73,81, 110, 126,  KM, 

140, 1.54, 171, 211, 245, 282, 293, .304,318, 327,.^32. .341,  345,  S49,  351,  353 

Oates,  James.     Mentioned 535,537 

O'Brien,  James.     Mentitmefl 179 

O^Brien,  Oliver.     Mentioned 113 

O'Brien,  William.     Mentione.! 300 
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O'BTme, .    Mentioned 159 

Ocean,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned] 820 

O'Connor,  John.     Mentioned 170, 211 

O'Dovd,  Terence.    Mentioned 672 

Ogilvie,  James.     Mentioned  . .  141, 170, 211, 245, 281 ,  292,  :W4, 317, 327.  332, 341, 345 
Ohio  Troops.    Mentioned.    Infantry— B^ments:  2.5tb,  77,80,80, 105, 107, 108. 
O'Kane,  James. 

Correepondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren ..       306 

Mentioned 63,68,72,76,80,86-88,93,100,104-111,318 

Report  of  operations  in  Santee  River,  South  Carolina 279, 280 

Oleander,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 4,18,28,39,65,125,154,170,207, 

211, 212, 239, 246, 281, 293, 304, 318, 327. 332, 338,  341,  346,  349,  362,  362 

Orders  for  movements 128 

Olive,  Schooner.     Capture  of ,  November  21,  1861 773-775,802 

Olive  Branch,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  June  23,  1861 560 

OUveira,  W.  D. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 460, 476 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Oa 461 

Oliver,  Charles  B.     Mentioned SOS 

Olmstead,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 449 

O'Keil,  Stephen.     Mentioned 6M 

O'Neill,  l*rivate,  marine.    Mentioned 86 

O'Neill,  James.     Mentioned 96 

Onondaga,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 25,446,455 

Onward,  St^hooner.    Mentioned 855 

Oregon,  Confederate  steamer. 

Engi^ment  with  U.  S.  S.  Xew  London,  Deramber  7,  1H61.     See  Mitatut- 
fijypi  Cittj,  Mi*s. 

Mentionwl 560, 5S2,  hKi,  602, 616, 810,  HII 

Orizaba,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 820 

Ormandy,  William.     Mentioned 201 

Orvetta,  X^.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Mentioned.  17,  27,  38, 54, 125, 154, 170,  21 1 ,  24.5,  281 ,  293, 304, 318,  .327, 332,  335.  342 

Movements  of II 

Osage,  U,  8.  S.     Mentiom-d .'(86,432 

Osborne,  Edward  K.     Menti<med 671, 672, 675 

Osceola,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  Deceinlter  9,  18*;i 817 

Ossabaw  Sound,  Oeorgia.     Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Winona 137 

Orders  and  instractions,  John  A.  Dahlgren 167, 214, 287 

O'SuUivan,  Charles.     Mentionetl 99 

Oswald,  Theodore.     Mentione«l 867, 868 

Owens,  John.     Mentioned 207 

Otsego,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 432 

OUawa,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  party  of  officers  from,  in  St.  John's  Kiver,  Florida 30(^311 

Mentioned 4,  7, 17,  27, 39, 43, 55, 126, 155, 170, 197,  211, 216,  219,  237-240, 

242,245,263,  281,293,304,  318,  327,  .^12,  34 1 ,  ^5,  .346,  .^19,  .^52,  368,  369 

Operationn  in  C>)mbahee  River 223-225 

Orders  for  movements 215 

Page,  Henry  M.     ]V(entioned 271 

Palmer,  Oeorge  L.     Mentioned 179 


Falmetto  Point,  8.  C.     Dcatroction  of  tmlt  works  aU     IleiMirl  i>f  Witliatn 

WatHon 2tm 

Palmetto  State,  C.  S.  P.     Mentioned 23. 355, 372, 387, 411, 451) 

Pamlico,  C,  K  R. 

Dozier,  W.  (i.,  appointed  to  comiiiitnd B38 

FiUinguutof 838,S40,M2 

Kiigagetnent  with  U.  8.  8.  Haron,  December  4,  Iftfll.    H<!e  Ihtm  [timid 

KnpHcetiient  witli  V.  H.  S.  Ni;w  Unnbm,  IX-ct-niVnT  7,  IWJl,     Seo  J/uwfu- 
jn/ipi  OVf/,  .V?Vw. 

Mentionwl '. 8WM*|  1.850 

Pampero,  V.  S.  ship.     Mi-ntioned KW,  fW),  709 

Panther,  C'onfwIemU'  ('teaiiitT.     Mentionefl 820 

Para,  V.  S.  mortar  echuoner. 

HwUli,  I).  R,  Hpiv>inli'd  U)  L*oiumand 117 

MeutioiiiHl 4,17,2«,3B,Aft,  VM,  I.w, 

107, 171, 211, 245,  282,  293, 3(H,  318,  327, 332,  341, 346,  34«,  34ft,  350. 352 

Onlt-rs  (or  inovcmonts 128 

Paramount,  Ordniiiif*'  tiurk.     Mt^iitioniNl 2!>0 

Parker,  George  W. 

<."<jrrc*'p<)n'ience  with  J.  .\.  I>ahlgreii 331 

MiMitionwl 171,212.2:U,24fi.282,21»3.;;(H,3iH,32S,:i:« 

Report  of  opt-ratiiintt  in  Ht/ino  and    Kolly  rivi-rv,  F(4miHry  1M4,  ISrt5...  Kt'J,2H5 

Parker,  James.     Mfutiottt-d 04B 

Parkeraburg,  Sti*amer.     Mcnlione-I 62ft,648 

Parrott,  Enoch  O. 

CorrearK>ijdence  with  J.  A.  Dalil|frL>n 182,287 

Mentioned 10,211,245,281 

ReiNirt  of  arrivul  of  U.  8.  R.  Montaiik  at  Hampton  Koadu,  towing;  U.  S,  S. 

Mt.hiotn 292 

Pftrsons,  Richard  C.     See  IHo  <ir  Jaufiro^  Brnxil,  l\  S.  rorimtl  at. 

Partridg-o,  Frederick  W.      iMentione*) 341 

Poscagoula,  East,  Kiss.     Confe<lerate  tro()]M>  at 582 

Passaic,  l".  S.  S. 

Mentionorl 3, 13, 17,27,:tS,M,Be, 

12rt,  130, 132,  14fl,  151 ,  153, 154,  170,  21 1, 245,  250,  2»ffl,  281,  293, 304, 308, 
315.318,325,  327.  ^'M).  3:12,341.342,  34ti,  361,364,  367, 374,432,  43k,  455 

Oixrntions  in  Wassaw  Sound  and  vicinity 124 

Ordi-rg  fi»r  rnovementfl »,.   129,  148 

Pass  k  rOutre,  Mississippi  River.     Bltx-kad**  «if.     S««w  jW«»(W;i/n  Jiircr. 

Pass  Christian,  Miss.     Cuiift'dt-ratc  Irdoiw  itl 582 

PasaManchac,  La.     (.'(jufederat^'  trtMij-n  at 58;^ 

Patupst'o,  r.  S.  H. 

l>t'«t ruction  uf,  in  Charlt^ton  IfarKir.  Soutli  Cnrolina,  January  15,  1865. 

Ca9naItit_-8 179 

Court  of  cnrjuiry 178 

Kejiortw  i»f 

Dalilgrvn,  Jeliii  A 171-175.178,385 

Qunckentmeh,  S.  T 175 

Satuj iH. HI,  W.  T 170 

Scott,  <;.  H ^ 178 

ScnmK-si,  A.  A 179 

Torbert.  W.  F.  A 178 
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FatapscOf  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  i^^ 

Mentioned 4,13,17,27,30,38, 

43,  54, 56, 125, 153, 154, 169-180, 184,  205, 258, 296,  297,311, 339,  344, 350, 
352,  353,  365,  366,376,  388,404,406,407,415-417,432,436.438,440,455 

Operations  against  defenses  of  Charleston,  S.  C 42 

QuaclEenbush,  S.  P. ,  ordered  to  relieve  John  Madtgan  of  command 143 

Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  school  ship.    Mentioned 463 

Patterson, .     Mentioned 767 

Patterson,  G.     Mentioned 575 

Patterson,  Bobert  O.     Mentioned 1 70, 21 1, 245 

Patterson,  Thomas  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley 31,34 

Dahlgren,  John  A 35 

Gretn,  J.  F 10,58,114,119 

Lee,  Charles  W 8 

Montell,  F.  M '. 59 

Mentioned 30,115,169,211,237,244,281,289,292,303,318 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  K.  C.     Blockade  of 8,11,59,  116,117 

Flora,  British  steamer.     Destruction  of,  October  22,  1864 31 

Paulding',  Hiram.     Mentioned _ .       151 

For  correspondence,  bog  Nanf  Yard,  Nriv  )ort,  Conimnndant  of. 

PaulJonea,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 4,18,26,28,39,55 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  Confederate  Ijattenes  on  T<^odo  Creek,  February  9, 

1865 225-230 

Mentioned 3,  9, 17, 

28,  33,  35,  38,  54,  63,  65,  69,  71-73,  82,  85,  91,  96,  99,  102, 
110,  111,  113, 125, 130-132, 137, 138, 142, 154, 170, 185, 187, 188, 190- 
193, 196, 199,200,  202-206,  211-213,  215,  219, 238, 239, 242, 245,  262, 
263,  268,  273, 276, 279, 281, 283,  290, 291, 293, 294,304, 315, 318,  327, 
332, 341, 345-348, 350, 357, 359,  361,  363, 364, 38fr-368,  371,  374,  431 
Operations 

Against  Savannah,  Ga 140 

At  Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  vicinity 275,  299 

In  Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina 195 

In  North  Edisto  River 206,213 

Orders  for  niovenienta 36, 128, 182,  203,  247 

Peabody,  Oeorge.     See  George  Pealnidi/,  U.S.  Anny  Irtutgport. 

Pearce,  John  B.     Mentione<l 190 

Pease,  Henry.     Mentioned 332,  :W1 ,  345 

Pease,  Theodore  P.     Mentioned 220 

Pedee  and  Bantee  Xtlvera,  South  Carolina. 

ProiKJsed  fjccupation  of  territory  between,     lieiwrt  uf  John  A.  Dahlgren..         'Mi 

Construction  of  gunboat  in,  by  Confwlerates o<>.  40 

Operations  in.     See  Battery  ]Vhit€,  South  Ozrolina. 

Peedee,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 511 

Peltz,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 1 79 

Pennell,  Isaac  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 136,306 

Mentionetl i;^,  169,211,244,281,292,303,317,326,331 

Reports  of. 

Altaniaha  River,  Georgia.     Operations  in 135 

Prisonera  of  war.     Search  for  escaped 118 


Penniman,  Mrs.     Meutioiunl 

Penningrton,  MawttT.     Mcntionci 

Pennaylvania  Troops.     Mentionwl.     Cavalry  -  Kt^iiiento;  "III,  7. 

Pensacoln,  l',  K.  K.     I'liiulitioii  iti __.. , "66 

Peneacola,  Fla. 

CiipUirca  iimdc  off ftSH 

0|tf ratioiiH  nff.     Rcimrt  of  Braxton  Bntg^ W?-.  ^^M 

St't"  uUt  Fi'ii  MrHf;  Fori  Pickens;  PenweuUt  navy  ffnrtf;  »Siinin  Kom  laimvi. 
Pensacola  Navy  TEurd,  Fla. 

CnmbirKyl  attack  upon,     fx*  Fort  McRct,  Fin. 

Pf-struction,  ConfeiWrate  privatper  t>choom?rat,  SeptunilKT  H,  !««!.     S^» 

.hiilnh,  Om/efltrnfc  primleer  fcJumnrr. 
Niffht  expediiioii  fur  cuttliiK  out  a  Hchooner  near.  - 

Abstract  log}}  of  U.S.  etcameni  Colomdu  ami  Niagara (iiy 

Report  of  William  Mervine «10 

PnjpuHMl  altark  upon. 
Comutunicatloua  frum 

Brown,  HanTv "68 

MrKcan,  W.  W 770 

ktjMirtw  <tf 

Bailey,  T 6SM 

Brown,  Harvey 7;J5-737 

McKeaii,  VV.  W 7:J5 

Percy  Drayton,  L.  K  eldop.     Mintiomtl 3,  4,  !7,27,38,54,  I2n, 

IM,  171.  212,  24e,  282, 203, 304,  318,327,  333,  341,  344,  346,  349,  352,  353 

Perkins.  Mr.     Mi.*ntioned 288 

Pprry,  V.  8.  V>ri((. 

>If  ntionex]  . .  4, 17,  27,  .39, 64, 126, 165, 106-1«7, 171, 211, 246»  282,  2!J1.  2!13, 3114, 31 1 

Operations  al  Fernamlitia,  Fla I(i5 

Perry,  F.  C.     Mentioned 548 

Perry,  John.     Appoinlcil  U>  cDnimaml  Shell  Bluif  IiaU<^ry 511 

Perry,  Leonard  B.     Munlionwl 71,72,71,91 

Perry,  M.  8.     Corretii>ondenoe  with  J.  11.  Rtronff 5Kti 

Perthsliire,  British  ship.     Seizuro  of,  Juno  9,  l.s«l 534-MO,  fMHi 

Peter  Marcy,  .Imeriean  phip.     Mentiomtl 51H 

Peters,  William  H.     Mentioned * 840 

Peterson,  H.  L.     Mentioned 348 

Peterson,  William.     Mentioned 179 

Phelps,  John  W. 

Correapondcu*?e  with  William  W.  McKean 805, 806 

Mrtit  i.-tu-d 815, 819 

Philadelphia,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned 3,5-7,10- 

12,  14, 17,  19,25-29,  S:i-;iR,  4;i-46.  47-60,  Kl,  54,  56-68,  (5(MiO,72,  81,  82, 
85,86,88.91-94.96.98,  100,  101.  103,110,  113,  117,  119-123,  125,  127, 
128,  !;H-13G,  138,  116-149,  154-166,  159,  161,  163-165.  171,  211,  235, 
245,  252.  253,  25G,  261,  262,  266,  268-271,  279,  282,  284,  286-288,  291, 
29ri  296-299,  301,  301-308.  311,  313,  315-330,  332,  336-^19,  341-347, 
349,  351,  353,  356,  368,  3-59,  363,  360,  371,  373,  374,  376,  :«0,  406,  41S 

Philpot,  T.  N.     Mentioned 465,468,478,488,499 

Phinuey,  Alvin. 

ApyKiinttnl  to  o(.rniniand  U.  S.  ship  John  Ailamn 160 

Moutioned 169,211,244,281,292,303,317,326,331,340,345 

Phoenix,  ('-onfcdcrate  steamer.     Mentioned 820 

N    W   R — VOL   16 60 
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Plft 

Phoenix,  Schooner.    Mentioned 656 

Pickens,  Schooner.    Mentioned 738 

Pickering',  Charles  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Frailey,  J.  M m 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. 286 

Mentioned 639 

Reports  of. 

Columbia,  Prize  steamer.    Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads 338 

President,  C.  S.     Capture  of 334 

Pickett,  John  T.    Correspondence  with  State  Department,  C.  S 784 

Piko,  Fort.     See  Fhrt  Pike. 

Picking,  Henry  r.     Mentioned 332,341.315 

Pickles,  Mr.    Mentioned 6SS 

Pilgrim,  Bark.    Mentioned ._ 602 

Pinkney,  HobertF.    Mentioned 458,493 

Pinkney,  William.     Mentioned S46 

Piatt,  Edward  B.     Mentioned 795 

Plummer,  I^ewis  H.     Mentioned 180 

Plymouth,  U.  S.  ship.     Mentioned 291 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C.  Operations  of  the  naval  brigade  in  combined  expedition 
for  cutting  railroad  bridge  near,  November  27-Deceniber  30, 
1864,  including  battles  at  TuUifinny  Crossroads  and  Honey  Hill. 

Assembling  of  naval  l)riga<Ie  at  Bay  Point,  8.  C 61-61 

Casualties 85, 86, 96, 97, 102 

Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A 68,95,103,108 

Foster,  John  G 68,75,  103 

Hatth,  JohnP , 109 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 66-71,81,82,86,88,91-94,98, 103,  109,  IIO 

Hatch,  John  P 71,72,74,75,91 

lieiwrta  of 

Dahlgren,  John  A 72-74,82-84,96 

Preble,  George  11 74,76-81,84-95,98,104,108 

Stoddard,  George  G 99-102 

Strength  of  naval  brigade 74, 99, 110,  111 

See  also  extract  from  diary  of  Jnliu  A.  Dahlgren,  pp.  367-360. 

Poncoll,  Mr.     Mentione<i 1 18, 1 19 

Pontiac,  U.S.S. 

Captures  ma<le  by 284-286 

Casualties  resulting  from  explosion  of  shell  fired  from  Battery  Marshall, 

South  CaTOlina,  November  7,  1864 46, 50-53 

Mentioned 3, 9, 11, 17, 28, 35, 38, 54, 62, 63, 65, 69, 71-73, 79, 83, 85, 86, 91 , 

96, 97, 99, 102, 104, 110, 126, 138, 155, 157, 158, 170, 187, 211, 215, 222,  22:i. 
241,  243, 245, 282,  293,  304,  318,  323,  327, 332, 335, 339, 342, 357-360,  »iT 

Operations  in  Savannah  River 189, 207 

Ordere  for  movements 26, 168, 321 

Poole,  D.  H.  .  Mentioned 489 

Poole,  William.     Mentioned 97 

Poor,  Charles  H. 

C-orrespondenco  with  . 

Quackenbush,  J.  N 662 

Robinson,  John  (i 824, 825 
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Foor,  Oharles  H. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned 567,569,699,610,614,638,648,656,666,665,823 

Reports  of. 

Nahum  Stetson,  Bri^ntine.     Capture  of 602 

MisBiBBippi  River.     Blockade  of 628, 662, 602, 657 

Poor,  Charles  H. ,  jr.     Mentioned 226 

Pope,  Jolm. 

Correspondence  with 

CummingB,  A,  B 651 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 346 

Handy,  Robert 711,712 

Mer\'ine,  William 664 

Navy  Department,  V.  H 597 

Winelow,  F 683 

Mentioned 685, 691, 692, 700,  706,  708,  716,  719,  721,  725, 737,  753, 846 

Relieve<l  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Richmond 748 

Reports  of. 

Mi8sisei]>pi  River. 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  arioadron  by  C.  B.  vessels  at  Head 

of  Passes,  October  12,  1861 703,70^711,717,722 

Attack  upon  Federal  blockading  sfjuadron  by  C.  8. 6.  Ivy  at  Head 

ofPasses,  October  9,  1861 699 

Blockade  ot 675,689,730,731 

Reconnoissance  for  purpose  of  establishing  a  battery  at  Head  of 

Passes 682,696 

Sumter,  C.S.S.     Search  for 643,650 

Porter,  Major.     Mentioned 461 

Porter,  Benjamin  H.     Mentioned 383,431 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J,  A 184,260 

Mervine,  William 601 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 18, 19 

Mentioned.  .162, 169, 175, 180, 183, 187, 268, 364, 365, 458,  562, 599, 638, 640, 643, 693 
Reports  of. 

Mississippi  River.     Blockade  of 533, 563, 571-573, 602 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 614, 750 

Sumter,  C.S.S.     Search  for 642 

Porter,  ■William.     Mentioned 99 

Port  Royal,  Jamaica.     Conversation  between  senior  British  naval  officer  at, 

and  A.  B.  Cummings 650,651 

Port  Boyal,  S.  0. 

Gillmore,  Q.  A. ,  relieves  J.  G.  Foster  of  command  of  U.  S.  Army  forces  at.       221 
Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 357-374 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 68 

Reports  of. 

Dahlgren,  John  A 11,40,44,60,161.165,342 

Reynolds,  William 140,333,337 

See  also  Bay  Point,  SoiUk  Carolina. 
Post,  George  W.     Mentioned 170, 21 1, 245, 281, 292, 303, 317, 327, 332, 341,  ;«5 


946 


INDKX. 


PotomAc,  r.  8.  ship. 

CupttireM  iniule  hy TS! 

Mentione.1 633. 6«2.  eM.  702. 707, 739, 743. 760,  7S7, 781^  &19 

Mo\'«inentfl  uf 6ti 

(l|n*  rations 

Tn  MiflBiarippi  Roiiiul 740-713 

Off  Mobile,  Ala 7ft*.  787, RU 

<  Inlers  for  iii(ivoni«>Jit8 4W 

Potomeka,  1'.  S.  S. 

m.Nka«U'nf  CharlcRtipn,  8.  C S 

Mahaxi,  A.  T.,  api»oint4?d  to  conuuuod 41 

MentJ*in«l 3,7, 17,27,  :i*MO, 54.  n«,  125,  154,  X70,Jll. 

216-218,238,239,245,  282,  293,  297,  3W,  31(1,323.  327,  332,  34l,;i42.3<fi 

(iperatioiiff  in  Cooper  River,  South  Carolina 256,  260, 302. 301 

Potter,  Edward  E. 

Correepondtmce  witli  J.  A.  Dahlgren _ fl( 

Me«tioi»*l 7l,76.70,M,«O-Sfl,94,99,  101,  l(M,  106-108, SOS. 

206,212,213,23»-240,2ft3,  270,  271,279.  280,  301,  3l»ft.  360.  ;itM4.  369. fill 

Toungy  GeorgoS.  (?}.     Mentioueil ...       427 

Powell,  I/evin  M. 

Oorrcspondcncu  with 

McKean,  W.  W 

Navy  IVjiartiiivul,  t'.  S 

Smith,  M 7tf 

Mentionwi 707,739,743,  77V,  788, 7B7.81fl 

Kei>ort«  of. 

^liwiiKHtppi  SouihI.     KngH^ri'iniint  )H-twi?en  V.  S.  IS.  MiwHtclius^tB  aad 

Confederate  ffteamer  Florida  in,  October  19,  1861 740-742 

Mobile,  Ala.     Blockade  of 764,Si:i 

Potoinai',  r.  1^.  Hliip.     MovenU'Qts  of 606 

Powhatan,  l*.  S.  S. 

nioikfldu  of  Miflsiaaippi  Hiv*!r 533, 563, 571-573. f«01,«14 

Condition  of 614,  750,  7t»l 

Mentioned 522,523, 

528, 562, 506, 577, 594.  «3ft-«40,  643,  fi50.  668,  093,  7a=»,  732,  752.  754,  SS) 

Search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter 

Pratt,  Juliua  A. 

C-ornwp(Hi<lenr«  with  W.  W.  Ilnnler  .... 

Keport  of  (fteamships  at  New  Orleans,  Iji S20 

Pratt,  T.  St.  G«or{^.     Mentioned 

Preble,  U.  S.  ship. 

Attack  iiiK>n,  at  Head  of  PaHsee,  Miwiat^ippi  iCiver,  October  12,  1861.     8e« 
Slisaitsipyi  Riter. 

Menlloned .Vil,  t«:j,63r,  WH,<l5<t.(i7K.679,602. 

«99,  700,  704,700,  709-712,  714-716,  719,  722-7:»,  760,  7iK>.  810.  slfS.  817 

Openitjona  in  Miwissippi  Sound -* .^^^.  —  -       &i*f 

Orrlors  for  movomenta .^■■^ ^^^^t  557,  TW 

Prublo,  Oeorge  H. 

Oorre»*|)ondeoce  with 

Dtthlgren,  J.  A 

Ilatt'h,  J.  V 

lXfta4'he<l  fmni  <.-onnnaiid  of  V.  8.  ship  St, 
Mentionea  ...  64, 68,  73, 82, 86, 93, 96, 100, 


\ 
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Preble,  0«org«H. — Continued.  p»ge. 

Hi'porti"  of. 

North  I'jlieio  Kiver.  Kowtli  f'ariiHiifl.     OiieratimiP  in 188,212 

PfH'otAlipo.  S.  C.     KxptMiitioii  fomittinKrHiIr<>a*n>ridpenear,  Noveiu- 

lM»r  l!7-r>et!emUT  :iO,  IStM r4,7(WiI,  84-95,flH,  1(W-1(» 

RuHuinm  tmmmftnd  nf  U,  t*.  ehip  St.  Loiiis 9S 

President,  O.  S. 

CurresjKJnilenw  rtJisanlitig  efforU)  t<j  capture..  321.a2a,324,.'t28,.T«),333-a3S,373 

( 'orn'MjKmdemt'  with  W.  H.  Stevens 825 

McnliontHi liSO.  :t2I,4l»,  7S7,  «;J7 

Presideiit.  XS.  8. 

Correppoiulence  roffanling  amaasinatiun  o( 318, 319, 373 

('-orrfHIxmrtojn*  with 

Dahlgreii,  J.  A 127 

Navy  rH^partHient^  V.  B 527,595 

StorcT.  Bellamy fllH 

Mentiomnl , n5.14fl,  147,I5»,242,244,274, 

314, 315, 325, 326, 519, 520,  526,  532,  ri:i5,  551^>1.  574,  5»3,  R96.  729. 818 

OnitT  n-gnnling  tlefenso  of  Fort  Pickens,  Fla 551 

President  Fillmore,  Sli>iip.     l>ot('ntioa  of,  l»y  I'.  S.  8.  OrusaidBr 558 

Preston,  V.  S.  S.      Jlrntionwl ;t37, 345, :«e, 349, 350, 352, 353.  350 

Preston,  Samuel  W.     ML'ntionwl 452 

Price,  Oicero. 

(■orrf*iprm(!em'e  with  .Tames  Allien B30,fi31 

Mentioned BS0,'«19,fi4»,7ft3,7I«.7M8,  7!>0.8(M,«13 

ReporM  of. 

At<:hafHluyji  Bay.  I/rmisinna.     Blockailc  of 687 

Att'hafalaya  Hay,  [»ui8iaim.     C^aptnres  inaile  off 041 

Mobile,  A]a.     Blockwie  of 612 

Zavalla,  Schooner.     Capture  of 094,fl9ft 

Price.  Jolin  B.     MentionHl ......--. 511,512 

Prince,  Pilot.     MentionH 268,276 

Prince  Albert,  SteanuT.     Mt-nlioned .'U,37,354 

Pringlo,  Battery.     See  IhitU-ry  l\ingir^  H,  C. 

Pringle,  ICotte  A.     Men t  iunei! 426 

Prioleau,  C.  K.      Meiittone<l tKM 

Prisoners  of  war. 

I>eparture  of,  (mm  Havannali,  (ia 457 

Escape  of 45, 57, 61,118 

Kxrhanjreof 47,53, 122-124,  :J01,:»5,:«Vt,  3Hi,;i5fl,  459, 4^11. 4«2,  463 

Mail  matter  for.     Exchange  of 508,509 

Prizes. 

Itisposition  of 815,802 

See  also  fiuif  Uhx'hifting  Sqiindron,  atplure*  matif  It*/;  alwi  Smiih  Atlantic 
Blnrkuilinrj  Sq^mtirou,  caplurf$  matie  /*j/;  fSulf  lito/'i.tutiuy  ,Sfpuui~ 
rou,  ciiplitret  m*uh  by. 

Treatment  of  jxTsons  i-aptnre<l  on 688 

Proctor's  Landing,  La.     Defenweu  of 763 

Provisional  reg'isters.     See  Britisli  otmurthip. 

Putnam,  Haldimand  S.     Mentioned 448 

Pyne,  Thomas.     Meutiouetl 179 

Quackenbush,  John  N. 

Correspondence  with  O.  H.  Poor 062 

Mentioned 602 
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QuackenbtuBh,  Stephen  P.  n^ 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 7W 

Sampson,  William  T 176 

Mentioned 170,172,173,179,284,318,327.332,341,342 

Ordered  to  relieve  John  Madigan,  jr.,  of  command  of  V.  S.  8.  I^Apeoo. .       143 
Reports  of. 

Patapeoo,  U.  8.  8.     Destnicticn  of,  by  torpedo,  ia  Charleeton  Harbor, 

January  15,  1865 175 

Torpedo  Ixat.     Loss  of 344 

Q,ueen,  Steamer.     Mentioned 203 

Queen  Kab,  Steamer.     Mentioned 318, 

320,  322,  327, 332, 337, 341,  344,  345,  34S»,  351 

Quinby,  Oeor^  W.     Mentioned ■ 127 

Quinn,  Bernard.     Mentioned 97 

Quinn,  Uichael.     Mentioned 525 

Quinn,  Thomas.     Mentioned 97,102 

B.  R.  Cuyler,  V.  S.  8. 

Captures  made  by 547-549,  «46,  773-775 

Condition  of 667,668 

Men  t  ionetl 523-625, 645, 661 ,  591 ,  594, 698, 

610, 6.S9, 701, 706, 707, 731, 740, 746, 748,  769,  787,  788,  802.  804,  810.  813 

Movements  of : 527 

Operations 

At  Tampa,  Fla 603 

Off  Apalachicola,  Fla 669 

Orders  for  movements 534 

Bacer,  U.S.  mortar  tchooner.     Mentioned ,....  4,17.^,39,54. 

125, 155, 171, 212, 246, 282, 293, 304, 318,  327,  333,  338,  341,  345,  349,  352 

Bachel  Soaman,  U.  S.  schooner.     Mentioned 754,  764,  803, 813 

Badford,  William. 

Assnmes  command  of  Atlantic  Scjuadron 352 

CorreBt>on<lence  with 

Churchill,  AV.  I. 354 

DeKrafft,  J.  C.  P 352 

Gray,  M.  M 355 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 350,351 

Mentione<l 343,347,349 

Reports  of. 

Atlantic  Stjua<lron.     Affairs  of 356 

•  CharlcHt^n,  S.  C.     Raising  of  sunken  property  in  harbor  of 3>1 

South  Atlantic  S<]ua<lron.     Disposition  of  vessels 3^1 

Bain,  "W.  A.     See  W.  A.  liain,  Schooner. 

Hainbow,  John.     Report  of  injuries  sustainetl  by  U.  S.  8.  Richmond  in  attack 

upon  Fort  McRec,  Ha 779 

Bains,  GabrielJ.     Mentionetl 411,423,425 

Banchero,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  September  30,  1861 688 

Bansom,  Bobert,  jr.     Correspondence  with  J.  F.  Green 132 

Battlesnake,  Steamer.     Mentioned 364 

Bawls,  Morgan.    Mentioned 487 

Bead,  Abner. 

Mentioned 763^811 

Reports  of  captures  made  in  Mississippi  Sound - 

Bead,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 


( 
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Pagts. 

Iteag^an,  John  H.     Mentioned 333, 334 

Readman,  R.     Meutioned 844 

Bed  Bluff,  S.  C.     Capture  of  Federal  boat'fl  crew  near,  December  22,  1864  . .       138 
Bedding,  ■William  F.     Mentioned .  170, 211, 240, 244, 281, 292, 303, 317, 326, 332, 340 

Bead,  A.  H.     Mentioned 309-311 

Reed,  Allen  V.     Mentione<l 679 

Reindeer,  Schooner.     Capture  and  destruction  of 734 

Release,  U.  S.  atoreship.     Mentioned 593, 598,  GIO,  632, 648 

Ren,  Senator  Joseph.     See  Senator  Jfiseph  Ren,  Bremen  ship. 

Rescue,  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 4,18,28,39,56 

Resolute,  C.  S.  S. 

Lossof,  Detembor  12,  18<)4 486,489 

Mentioned 469,477,485 

OperationH  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  vicinity 461, 490 

Orders  for  movements 460, 476 

Reynolds,  Edward  McD.     Mentioned 670,  671, 673 

Reynolds,  William. 
Correapondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 63,134,168,347 

Hadfield,  Joa 330 

Lawton,  Theodore  IZ 328 

Merrill,  Jease 333 

Mentionetl 91, 93, 95, 

108,  150,  170,  211,  246,  281,  293,  304,  318, 327, 332, 334, 341,  342, 345, 367 

Relieves  John  A.  Dahlgren  of  command  of  South  Atlantic  Sijuadron 347 

RejKtrta  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 140, 333, 337 

President,  C.  S.     Capture  of 338 

South  Atlantic  Squadron,     Dietribation  of  veaeels 349, 360 

Rhett,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 508 

Mentione<l 264 

Rhode  Island,  V.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 328,574,596,609,634, 

640,  641,  657,  669,  660,  675,  684, 686, 693,  699,  717,  718,  749,  752,  755,  766 

Orders  for  movements 659 

Rhode  Island  Troops.     Mentioned.     Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  3d,  32. 

Rhodes,  G.  D.     Mentioned 419 

Rhodes,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 420 

Ribourt,  Amtfd^e-Louis.     Mentione*!., 693,763 

Rice,  William  M.     See  TMUi,  Brig. 
Rich,  Albert  F. 

Mentioned 138 

Report  of  capture  of  picket  t)oat  commande<l  by,  December  31,  1864 139 

Richardson,  John  R.     Report  of  casualties  on  (J.  S.  S.  Dai  Ching,  January 

26,  1865 194 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon,  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  by 

C.  S.  S.  Ivy,  October  9,  1861 699,700 

C.  S.  vessels,  October  12,  1861.    See  Mimeaxppi  River. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River 675, 682-684, 689, 690, 696, 730, 731 

Gcmditionof 791 

^•011,  FniDcia  B.,  appointe<l  to  command 7^ 


INDEX. 

KicluQond^  IT.  8.  S.— Continue<l.  I^t 

Mentionc«i 44fi.45.%<nS,fiSV 

fiOfi,  (W7,  fl73,0"9,rt85,  lW6,6fll,fl93,  09.',  703, 704, 70ft,  r07,7<)9.  712-?», 
r30»^  733,  7*10,  7(W»-771 ,  776-781 ,  784.  785,  803-«06, 81 S.  819,  843,  84fl,  CW 

M(tvc>int>nbt  nf _       ^ 

()|M>ra.ti(>iiH  at  K<»rt  Pickens,  Pon8aix>Ia  Harbor,  FU.     See  fM  Mrlitr,  Fin. 
fAmthinrti  ftittirk  upon,  Xovcmbcr  gg  and  S.i,  IftGU 

Ordere  for  movements 5W7. 7VI 

Popo,  John,  reliovtfl  of  cvtmniaod 74K 

Seam-li  fur  C.  S.  S.  SiimU^r A.V).«&1 

Bicker.  OhorlBS  G. 

MeiUionwi 30.60.240,304.31S,3*28,  .'i:ia,::4I,34« 

Report  of  raptiirt'  (if  Ki^Nlrnit  ImuiId*  rn>WH  off  Ohiirlcetnti,  H.  C,  December 

31,  1804 139 

Ridgely,  Daiiicl  B. 
(/orrwipondenoe  with 

Dahlgn-n,  J.  A - 238 

Statily,  Fiiliiiis SSB 

Mentioned 2I2.2:W,lM«,2(;:^.282,«i0.  :W«,  753,  riM.KIS 

lleporta  of. 

Bnir«  Bay,  S.  C.     KxiJwiilioii  to,  Fehnury  12-17,  IHttS 280,941 

C'lmrltwtoii,  8.  f.     Blwkade  of .*,...* - 1*I6,SW 

Bidgeway, .     Meiilionctl ,, 4*7 

Kight  of  search - 78(» 

Biffley,  J.     Mcntiniu'*! B87 

B.io  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  TT.  S.  consul  at.     CrtrreBixdirlenoe  with  Rtal4«  Dr- 

jvartincnt,  U.  .S 762 

Bdpley,  Roswell  B.     Mwilinued 3»4,  4^* 7,  43tf,  448 

Boonoke,  l'.  S.  S.     MeiitiontHl 25 

Bobb,  Robert  O.     .^tcntiniiod 832 

Bobert  £.  Lee,  Army  tmrifp«^)rt     Miintiuued 207 

Bobeson,  Henry  B.     .\[«'iitiriiiwl 011,082,  OHI 

Bobinson,  John  O.     (''>rrf^|>oDdence  with 

Lyons.  I^nl 823 

New  Orleanti,  BritiHh  cunmi)  at 824 

Poor,  C.  H 824,825 

War  r>e]Mirtmout,  C.  8 822 

Bobinaon,  John  V.     Meiitionfyl 481 

Bobinaou,  Somerset.     Monlinneil 70S 

Bobinaon,  Thomas  J.     Turrt^jxnulfntv  with  William  Am«f 1*2 

BockwoU,  CmImhoI.     Moiilioncd IftW 

Bodgera,  Oeorgx>  W.     >V*«'  (r'rt,r./i    H'.  Jtoiltft-rn,  I'.  S.  St-Jtrwrnrr, 

Bodolph,  r.  S.  S.     Menli..iit-<1.^ 386,  4.Ti 

Bodgera.  FredMrick.     Mtntinnttl  '^'''*«  '"''** 

Bodgors.  George  W.     McJilionoii 

Bodgera,  J.  B.     Menliimcil 

Bodgera.  John.     Mf^iilioneil 

Bodgers,  Joseph.     >[entinncd 

Bogera,  Charles  W.     Memiont^l..  170,211, 2^ 

Bogera,  Henry  A.     Mentiont-O 

Bogera,  William  F. 

CorretujH.nnU'iii.t'i  ffiih  W.  W.  IliinU-r 
MeulioiieU 
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Bolando,  Henry.  Pa««. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 183 

Mentioned 184 

BozLckendorfT,  William. 

Mentioned 586,51)3,603,637,649,703,705 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch  .   594 

Boouand,  William  M.     Mentioned ISO 

Bosedew,  Battery.     See  Battery  Rosedew,  S.  C. 

Boss,  Peter.     Mentionetl 1 79 

Bounds,  Andre  S. ,  jr.     Mentioned 144 

Boiu-k,  John.    Mentioned 548 

Bousseau,  La'WTence. 
CV>rreflpondence  wrtli 

Fry,  Joseph 828 

Hunter,  W.  W 822,  831 

Hunter,  W.  W.,  et  al 827,828 

Ix>per,  John  II a 828 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 820 

Twiggs,  David  E 834 

Mentioned 832 

Bowau,  Stephen  C.     Mentionetl 790 

Bowe,  Joshua  N.     Mentioned Ill 

Boy,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 473, 475 

Boyal  Yacht,  Oo]^federate  privateer  schooner. 

Capture  of,  off  GaJveston,  Tex.,  November  7-8,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  ship  Santee 759 

Commendatory  letter  from  Navy  Department,  TJ.  S 758 

General  order  of  VV.  W.  McKean 758 

Order  of  Henry  Eagle 756 

Reports  of 

Eagle,  Henry 755-767 

Hunter,  William  W 759-762 

Jouett,  James  E 757 

See  alHo  Jiaymi  City,  C.  S.  S.     Log  of,  pp.  864,  865. 

Cliarterof * 844,862 

Mentioned 853,  859, 863-866, 869 

Buby,  Archie.     Mcntiomni 817 

Bush,  Mr.     Mentioned 277 

Busk,  General.     St«  General  Runl;  Omfederatf  steamer. 

Bussell,  Benjamin.     Mentioned Ill 

Bussell,  Earl.     OorrcHpondence  with  William  Gray 537 

Bussell,  John  H.     Mentioned 670, 671 ,  673, 674, 752 

Bussia,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 373 

Byan,  Ann.     See  Atin  Ryan,  Srhooner, 

Byan,  John.     Mentioned 297, 298 

Byan,  John  J.     Mentioned 179 

Byder,  Stephen  A.    Menti<me<l 016, 678 

Sampson,  William  T.    Mentioned 176, 179 

Sanborn,  0.  H.     Mentioned 289 

Sahine,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned 522,523,636,552,553,596 

Movements  ot 571 
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Sabine  Pass,  Texas.     Noceieity  of  guarding,   against  f^ntrol    of   Federal 
forces. 

Communications  from  Julius  A.  Pratt 829 

Report  of  W.  W.  Hunter 831 

Sabine  lUver,  Texas.    Blockade  of. 

Communication  from  Cicero  Price 631 

Order  of  James  Alden 595 

Sag'amore,  U.  S.  S.    Orders  for  movements 791 

St.  Andrew*B  Sound,  Florida.     Fropose<l  attack  upon  Confederate  fon:es 

at.    Communication  from  Harvey  Brown 800 

St.  Andrew's  Sound,  Georgia.     Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 41 

Report  of  J.  H.  Bennett 218 

See  also  SatilUi  River,  Ga.;  Wnte  Oak  Creek,  Qa, 

St.  Charles,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 820,828 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in  vicinity  of.    Orders  and 

instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren 156, 215 

St.  Helena  Shoals,  S.  C.    Loss  of  steam  launch  No.  3  on.    Report  of  John 

A.  Dahlgren .^13 

St.  John's  Biver,  Florida. 

Capture  of  party  of  officers  from  U.  S.  8.  Ottawa  in.    Reports  of 

Still  well,  James 309 

Willard,  L.  H 310 

Operations  in.     Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 7, 43 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 202 

St.  Louis,  U.  S.  ship. 

Blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala 570 

Condition  of 55 

Mentioned 46,54,58,62,68,78,86,94- 

100,102,104,111,  125,154,171,  246,282,291,293,304,  307,318,321,367, 
368, 522, 523, 552,  565,  5S1,  592,  594, 598,.  633,  638, 640, 656,  667,  676,  691 

Movements  of 40 

Nickels,  J.  F. ,  relieved  of  command  of 3(W 

Oi)eration8  in  North  Edisto  River 188, 212 

Orders  for  movements 45 

Preble,  Geoi^  H. 

Relievetl  of  command  of 61 

Resumes  conunand  of 95 

St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Affairs  at.     Report  of  J.  H.  Strong 584 

Captures  made  off 684, 585 

Correspondence  relative  to  removal  of  Miss  Kli7Jil>eth  Smith  from 526, 

627, 646, 584-586,  589 

St.  Philip,*  Confederate  vessel.     Mentione<l 6.S4, 563 

St.  Philip,  Fort.     See  Fort  St.  Philip. 

St.  Pierre,  Emily.     See  Emily  *SS!.  Pierre,  British  ship. 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia.    Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 306 

Reiwrtof  I.  A.  Pennell 118 

Salvor,  British  steamer.     Mentioned 530, 543-545 

Sam  Houston,!  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  7,  1861 575 

Mentioned 550 

*  Aftcrwardu  Star  of  the  West,  which  Bee.  t  AfUirwarda  U.  B.  schooner. 
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Sam  Houston,  V.  R.  schooner.  Vngv. 

Oi(itiireH  maile  liy 7Ai.  K61 

Letter  of  C.  fi.  Korehey,  eiigjivetin^  nuiaiiM  for  raptiirt^  of ft42 

Mpntintu-l ' 58*,fifl7,600,G14,fi3I,tH6,B69,805,812,817 

■     OporaliuiiB  off  Galverton,  Tex 7U8 

Onlere  fur  inovementa 696,682 

Sampson,  C.  B.  S. 

Carncfi,  W.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  T.  B.  MillH  of  command 466 

Comgtin-k.  W.  v.,  ordcrot!  to  relieve  W.  W.  Cumca  of  enmuiand  of 510 

Conditiunof 4ft6,4(W,49S 

Mentioned 469,468,409,4W,492.4<M.500.riO5-5O8.512.51-^.''>I6 

OperfttioHB  nl  Savannah,  Cm.,  and  vicinity 4B7, 

477, 478, 4HI,  48r>-t88, 48»,  4W8,  499 
Orden*  for  m.-venienta 466,  4fi7, 470,  499 

Sampson,  'WiUiam  T.     Rejrtjrtof  destruction  of  U.  8. 8.  Patapsco  by  torpedo 

in  t'harlecton  Hftrl>or,  January  15,  1865 17(t-178 

Samuel  Botan,  T'.  S.  ficlmoiHT.     Mentioneil 764 

San  Bernard  Kiver,  Texas.     Blockudeof.     Order  of  Henry  Ra^^le 682 

Sanders,  William.     Meniion4^1 098 

Sanford,  Charles  W.     Cnrropondcuco  with  Na>'j-  IVpiirtinent,  U.  B 550 

Sanford,  Mary.     See  Mnri/  .Sim/nrrf,  V.  A'.  8. ' 

Sangamon,  U.  8.  8. 

Mentionwl S,  IS,  17,27, 

:t8, 54,  63,  68, 11 1,1 12, 125,  12ft,  146,  155, 171. 174,  212.  246,  .SI  1,  361,440 

MovcmeDt44  of 268 

Onlers  for  movement* 130, 131 

Songster,  M:ister.     Menlionod 859 

Son  Jacinto  Kiver,  Texas.     Oijerationsi  in.     Bee  Bvfftdo  Btijfoit. 

San  Liua  Bar,  Texas. 

Rlwkade  of.     Order  of  Henry  Kagle 682 

Destraetion  of  schooner  off 768 

Santa  Rosa  Island,  Florida. 

Attack  ui>on.  by  (-'onfodtrates,  October  9,  1861.     Keport»of 

HniwM.  Mflrvey 738 

MeKeau,  William  W 701 

Oporatioiifl  at.     Altftnua  log  U.  a  8.  Water  Witi!h 586 

Santee,  U.  S.  ethip. 

Crtptiiren  niailo  l»y , 617,748-750 

Mentione^l 2S9, 541,561, 

59S,tW:i,«,'flMi41,«4ft,6«3,665-*J(J7,  682,  701,  769,  805,  817,  861,  «6:W*65 

Movi-nienti*  of _._... 584 

()peratinn«  off  (JalvL-aton.  Tex 7:«.  734.748-750,755-762,768,  812 

Ordure  fur  inuvtinenlw 533,6.17,6.18 

Santee  and  Pedeo  rivers,  South  Carolina.     lV)poaod  oecDpation  of  terri- 
tory In-twceii.     liejturt  "1  .lohn  A.  I>»hl((ren .19 

Soothe  Hiver,  South  Carolina.     OjieralionH  in. 
CommimicationB  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A 261,270,-105 

irillmore,  Q.  A 200 

Schi m niel funjiitr,  A 269 

Orders  and  instructions,     John  A,  Pahlgren 267,306 

Rf'iwirt  4.f  Jamofl  O'Kane _  270,280 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  B.  8. 

Mentioned 372-374,763,812 

Ordera  for  movenientii 754 
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1 

Sapelo  Sound,  Georgia.     Operations  in  vicinity  of.  pift 

Orders  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 37 

Report  of  R.  P.  Swann 2W 

Sarah.  Bruen,  TJ.  S.  Bchooncr.     Mentioned 3, 1 7, 27, 3S. 

54,125,154,170,211,244,281,292,303,317,326,332,  340,  342,  343,  ."m 

Sarah  M.  Newhall,  British  hrig.     Seizure  of,  May  23,  1866 337-339 

Saratoga,  U.  S.  ehip. 

Mentioned 3, 1 7, 27, 38, 

54,  86, flfi,  1)7, 99,  111,  125,  126,  155,  171,  212,246,282,  291,  293,  3(M,  311 

Operations  in  Dol>oy  Sound  and  vicinity 220 

Sard,  "WilliBin  F.     ^Mentioned Ill 

Sartori,  Lewia  0.    Mentionetl , 534 

Satilla  Kiver,  Georgia.     Oiierations  in. 

Commendatory  letter  from  John  A.  Dahljfren 134 

Reports  of 

Gillespie,  W.  T 15 

Kempton,  Z 16 

Walton,  Walter 133 

Saunders,  Thomaa  C.     Mentioned 575, 844 

Savannah,  C.  S.  ironclad. 

Destruction  of,  December  21,  1865 484,48J» 

Detail  of  men  from,  oniered  to  Richmond,  Va 45" 

Mentioned 140, 142, 289, 363, 434, 459, 402,  466, 485,  487.  490,  493, 494 

Operations  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  vicinity 470,479 

Orders  for  movements 463,468,469,471-^73,481,482 

Savannah,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 270,271 

Savannah,  Qa. 

Captures  made  at 284-286 

Confederate  vessels  at 459 

Defenses  of.    Reports  of 

Buel,  D.  H 210 

Dahlgren,  John  A 20S-210 

Departure  of  Union  prisoners  from 457 

Destruction  of  public  property  at 502 

Evacuation  of.     Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 36;J 

See  also  Satvinnah,  Ga.     Optrations  in  jricinity  of,  pp.  465-516. 

Families  of  Confederate  officers  sent  out  of 51.'J-515 

Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces,  December  21,  1864. 

Communitmtion  from  0.  0.  Howard 137 

Congratulatory  report  of  William  Reynolds 140 

Extract  from  dairy  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 363 

RejMjrts  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 140-142, 15*1-159,  16.3 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Abstra<;t  log,  U.  S.  S.  Pontian,  January  24-Febniary  8,  1865 189, 190 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren .T57-374 

Extract  from  journal  of  W.  W.  Hunter  December  10-25,  1864 485-488 

CommunicatiouH  from 

Anderson,  Edwd.  (' 457 

Anderson,  R.  H 476 

Beauregard,  G.  T 482, 499 

Boutelle,  Charles  O 146 

Dahlgren,  John  A 127,129,152 

Gregory,  J.  M 476 

Grover,  C 222 


INDEX. 

Bavannah,  Cki. — Continned.  l^e. 

0[XM«tionfl  in  vicinity  of— t'^ntinued. 
roinmiinic:atiniiH  fmin 

Hartlee,  W.  .1 465,467, 470,471,478, 476, 477, -182, 491. 4»fl 

Hunter,  W.  W 463,467, 47<M73, 475,477,478, 4H1, 491 

McCliuig,  A.  C 222 

McUwH,  L 4H2.473 

Necly,  Thonme  W 461 

Shenuan,  W.  T 147 

Tattnall,  Jf*iali ^ -..    M18,460 

Wliwler,  J :. 478 

Onlers  and  Itistrui'tione. 

Hmnt.  Thoraafl  W 482 

I»»h]nn>ii,  John  A 2»,  47, 12S.  i:W,  131,  Mi),  UM,  |ii«.328 

llunt*r.  \V.  W_..„_.. 4«H),4H;i-4«(#,471-»74,47«,-IW),4flI 

Navy  DeiMrtment,  C.  8 *^---.„ B7,476,47fl,481 

Reynolds,  WiUiam .* 330 

Ttifker,  John  R 4M 

Repor1«  of 

Brenl,  Tb<ima»W 470,472,470,4»3-4K5,4W,497 

Chnn-hill,  W.  L 28tt 

CoiiiHtmik,  U'UUam  V 480 

l^hlgren,  J.  A 53,66, 119, 126, 127, 131, 140-142,  l«l.  218 

Gwathney ,  W 475, 4fl3 

Hunter,  W.  \V 488-491, 492. 4W,  496,  499 

JoUnt>on,  A.  W W 

Kennanl,  J.  H 464. 46H 

Luoe,  8.  B 207,222 

Olivi'im,  W.  D 461 

TttUimll,  J<M<iah 502 

#  See  aino  Atifftu^ti,  fin,;  Ottabaw  Souruif  Get/rgia;  Ti/f/ef  J(oad»;   IVrnon 
Rirtr,    Georgia;    WoMaw  Sound,    Georgia;    Watrr   Wiieh,  Prise 
tUnmer. 
Bavannah  River.     Opprations  in.     Pee  Satannnhy  Ga.^  oftertitiutf  i»  vidiiity  uf. 

Sawyer,  Mr.     Mentiont-d 136 

Sawyer.  Mosee  H.      -Mt-ntinni-il 560,566-568 

Scommon,  Eliaklm  P.      Mfntloncil 30,;M)9-311 

Bchauffler,  Edward  W.     Mfiilloned 152 

Schimmelpennig-,  Alexander. 

Correspondenic  with  J.  A.  Dahlgreu 152,259,269,270,312,313 

Mentioned 1 72, 230,  2;W,  248, 2<(»-265,  366-370 

Schlondruff,  Henry.     Munthmed 276 

Sciota,  I'.  8.  S.     Mentioned 802 

Scott,  Oustavus  H. 
Corresponileiice  with 

Dahl»tren.  J.  A 130,134,188,247.248 

Dickinoon,  J.  W 230 

Center,  S 246 

Navy  Departiwnt,  H.  S 586 

Mentioned-  143, 160, 152. 154. 169, 172, 179. 231. 239,  258, 281, 292, 3«.  369, 370, 509 
Reports  of. 

Patapeco,  L*.  H.  S.     Li)««4iif I7K 

Stouo  and   Fully  rivere,  Sonth  Carolina.     Operatioiifl  in,   February 

9-14,  1865 '.      230 
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Scott,  Bobert  W.  Puge. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dablgren 64, 149, 164 

Mentioned 67,73,78,141,142,170,211,345,281,293,304 

Report  of  occnpation  of  Beaalieu  battery,  Georgia 148 

Bcott,  SirValter.    Mentioned 538 

Sea  Foam,  U.  8.  mortar  Bchooner.    Mentioned 38,55,126,154,171 

Seaman,  Heniy  G.    Mentioned 60 

Seamcui,  Bachel.     See  Rachd  Seaman,  U.  8.  Khooner. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  0.  S.    Mentioned 459, 

481, 483, 498, 602,  730,  730a,  831,  832, 835, 839,  854 

Secretary  of  Navy,  XJ,  B.    Mentioned 184,  ;i34, 352, 358,  :W4, 

37^-374,  388,  521,  543,  551,  552,  595,  609, 618, 645, 656, 658, 711, 749, 756 

Secretary  of  State,  0.  S.    Mentioned 513 

Secretary  of  State,  V.  S.    Mentioned 267, 

373, 539, 564, 587, 591, 600, 603, 613, 643, 659, 747, 798 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  TT.  S-     Mentioned 146,244,555,570 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.     Mentioned 460,513,821 

Secretary  of  War,  XT.  S.     Mentione<J 128,314,580,583,764,787 

Selden,  Edward  A.     Mentioned 611,718,719,725,755,807 

Selden,  Oeorge  I«. 

Capture  of,  off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.    Reports  of. 

Mervine,  William 589 

Selden,  George  L 589 

Mentioned 560,585 

SelMdgre,  Thomas  O. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKeaii 810 

Mentioned G39, 796 

Report  of  blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala 647, 676 

Semmes,  Alexander  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 231, 248 

Mentioned 116,170,172,211,232,233,235,245,281 

Reports  of. 

Lehigh,  U.  S.  S.    Condition  of 5 

Patapst'O,  U.  S.  S.    OflScers  and  men  saved  from 1 79 

Stono  and  Folly  rivers,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in,  February 

9-14,1865 231,236 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 251 

Semmes,  Baphael.     Mentioned 534,563,599,666 

Semple,  James  A.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 492 

Senator  Jos.  B«n,  Bremen  ship.     Mentioned 824 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 4,18,28,39,55,56 

Sergeant,  Michael.    Mentioned 179 

Severance,  T.  0.     Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 26 

Sewall,  Hartley  H.    Mentioned 749 

Seward,  Frederick  W.     See  Aesistant  Secretary  of  State,  V.  S. 
Seward,  William  H.    For  correspondence  see  State  Department,  U.  S.;  eee 
also  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S. 

Seymour,  Truman.     Mentioned 437, 449 

Shark,*  Schooner,    Capture  of,  July  4,  1861 575-577 

Shark,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned 688 

Orders  for  movements 596 

Shaw,  Bobert  G.    Mentioned 448 


*AfterwaidB  Geotge  W.  Rodgen,  which  see. 
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Sliaw,  T.  Darrah.  Pa^. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  W,  W 810 

Mervine,  William 531 

Mentionea 610,646,648,669,790,804,809,816 

Order  of,  announcing  blockade  of  Apalachicola,  Fla 544 

ReUeve<l  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery 808 

Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla.     Blockade  of 546,  770 

Horn  Island  Paas,  MissisBippi  Sound.     Engagement  Iwtween  V.  S.  8. 
Montgomery  and  Confederate  fiteamera  Florida  and  Pamlico, 

December  4,  1861 : -. 808 

Montgomery,  V.  S.  S.     Movementa  of 817 

Shaw,  W.  Nelson.     Mentioned 866 

Shea,  Thomas.     Mentione<l 179 

Sheffield,  Mr.     Mentioned 166 

Sheffield,  Edward  H. 

Mentioned 223, 304 

Report  of  operations  in  Comlahee  River,  S.  C 224 

Shell,  Schooner.     Mentioned 166 

Shell  Bluff  battery,  Savannah  Biver.     Cooperation  of  C.  8.  Navy  with 
railitar}'  forcee  at. 
Communications  from 

Fry,  B.  D 500 

Hunter,  \V.  \V 500,504 

Orders  and  inetructions,  \V.  W.  Hunter 499-501, 511 

Rei>ort8  of 

Hunter,  W.  W 501,508 

McCarrick,  J.  W 503,509 

Shenandoah,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 164 

Shenandoah,  U.  8.  S. 

Blo<kade  of  Charleston,  S.  C 216, 218 

Mentionpd 183,212,238,239,241,246,262,263,282,288,365,367 

Orders  for  movements 266, 287 

Shepherd,  B.  A.     Mentionefl 841 

Sheppard  John.     Mentionerl 194 

Shepperd,  Francis  E.     Mentioned 699 

Sherfy,  John  W. 

Mentioned 50 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Pontine  resulting  from  explosion  of  shell 

fired  from  Battery  Marshall 52 

Sheridan,  Edward.     Mentioned 16 

Sherman,  Sidney.     Mcntione<l 842 

Sherman,  William  T. 
Correspondence  with 

Boutelle,  Charles  0 146 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 129, 147, 162, 180, 187, 188,  203,  2a5,  215, 220,  324 

Foster,  John  G 202 

Howard,  O.  O ; 141 

Mentioned.  50, 57, 59, 60, 65,  72,  74, 91, 110,120,121, 124-128, 130-132, 137,140-142, 

148, 149, 152,  153, 156-159,  161-163,  168,  169, 171, 172, 174, 184-187, 190, 

191, 205,  207,  210,  219,  220,  238,  240-244,  250,  280,  261,  263,  265, 268, 272- 

275, 279, 282, 312, 315,  319,  323,  328,  357,  359-370,  373,  385,  446, 451, 497 

Sherry, .    Mentioned 246 
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Bhieldfl,  Thomas.     Mentioned 558 

Shinifln,  Henry.     Mentioned 276 

Ship  Island,  Mississippi. 

Armament  of  fort  on 763 

Confederate  forces  on 582, 616 

Delayed  operations  against. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S 644 

Report  of  William  Mervine 662 

Designated  headquartt-ra  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 807 

Engagement  between  U.  8.  S.  Maseachusettii  and  Confederate  batterien  on, 
July9,  A861. 

Extract  from  New  Orleans  Delta 583 

Reports  of 

Mervine,  William 580 

Smith,  M 581 

Twiggs,  D.  E 581 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  September  17,  1861. 

Communications  from  H.  W.  Allen 678 

Reports  of 

McKean,  W.  W 692 

Smith,  Melancton 677 

Twiggs,  D.  E 679 

Exchange  of  shots  between  U.  S.  S.  Massachnsetts  and  C.  S.  veaeels  Ore- 
gon and  Arrow  off,  July  13, 1861.     Report  of  Melancton  Smith.       602 

Occupation  of,  by  Confederates.     Report  of  D.  E.  Twiggs 826, 827, 830, 833 

Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces. 

Communications  from  J.  W.  Phelps 805 

Orders  and  instructions. 

McKean,  W.  AV 806,  SIS 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 753,  790 

Report  of 

McKean,  W.W 771-772,  814 

Powell,  L.  M 765 

See  also  Mlwisirippi  Sound. 

Shivers,  Dr.     Mentionwl 411 

Shryock,  George  8.     Mentioncfl 69tt 

Shufeldt,  Robert  W.     See  Havana,   1'.  S.  mnxui'tjemtnl  at. 

Sickles,  Mr,     Mentionetl 765,  766 

Sikes,  John  H.     Mentioned! 179 

SiUiman,  William.     Mentiont'<l 88, 90, 107 

Simkins,  0.     Mentionefl 427 

Simon,  Keating*.     Mentioned 303 

Simons,  J.  A.     Mentioned 374,415,417,423,426,428 

Sinclair,  George  T.     Mentioned a39, 840 

Sinclair,  'William  B.     General  order  of  Navy  I>epartment,  C'.  S.,  regarding 

drowning  of,  July  10,  1864 462 

Singleton,  Colonel.     Mentioned 260 

Skinner,  E.  W. 

CorreaiKiudence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 474 

Mentioned 479, 493 

Slaves.     See  Fugitive  slater. 

Sloat,  George  B.     See  George  B.  Sloal,  Sloop. 

Slocum,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 141,168,187,189,207,241,369 


Small,  Stephen.     Mentionetl 190,  I1)A-200 

Smith, .     Mentioned 860 

Smith,  Diver.     Mentioned 425 

Smith,  Ueneral.    Mentioned - --* 5H7 

Smith,  Mr.     Mentioned 381 

Smith,  Pilot.     Mentioned 823 

Smith,  S<!(ond  .\j«iit)tant  Kngineer.     Mentioned 389 

Smith,  Albert  N.     Mwit iouc<i 790 

Smith,  Caraway.     Mentioned -   - . .  'MO,  311 

Smith,  Dem.     See  Dan  Smith,  U.  S.  mortar  tchooner. 

Smith,  Denby.     Mentioned 97 

Smith,  Elizabeth.     Mentioned 527,  &45, 684-586, 689 

Smith,  F-     Mentioueil 428 

Smith,  F.  W.     Mentioned 841 

Smith,  G.  H.     .Mentioned 576 

Smith,  GustavusW.     Mentioned 583,839 

Smith,  Henry.    •Mentioned ..,.. ,-.4..-- 817 

Smith,  Henry  ( .Seaman ) .    Mentioned 97 

Smith,  J.  B.     .Mentioned 421 

Smith,  John.     Mentionetl 817 

Smith,  John  (C'urjK.'nter'e  mate).     Mentioned , 180 

Smith,  John  (Marine).     Mentioned 671,073 

Smith,  lioon. 

CorresiTondenTO  witli  William  W.  Hunter 850,868 

Mentioned 860,862,864,867,889 

Smith,  Lewis  B.     Mentioned 309,310 

Smith,  Melancton. 

Comspondence  with 

AUen,  H.  W ^ 678 

McKean.  W.  \V -.,,.-. * --..  787. 804, H06, 81 8 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 539 

Mentione<l 524, 535, 636, 566, 567, 569, 680. 680, 599, 614, 015,  <134, 692, 

698,  739,  740-742.  744,  765,  772,  774,  788,  792,  803,  803,  800,  808, 810. 815 
Report*  of. 

CImndeleur  Ireland.     Operations  at 670 

Charles  Henry,  Sloop.     Capture  o(,  Anguat  7,  1861 , 616 

General  Miramon,  Steamer.     Movementaof 792 

MlsBiiffiippi  Sound. 

Captnrt^  11  lade  in 560,  774,  793, 81 7 

EngHgement    between   U.  8.  i^.  MaeeachusettB  and  Confedemte 

steamer  Florida  in,  Ot:tober  19,  1861 742-744 

Operations  in 632,640,702,803 

PerthaLire,  Britiah  ahip.     Seiaure  of,  June  9,  1861 635,540 

Ship  Island,  31ias. 

Engaaement  befween  V.  8. 8.  MaaBaehusettit  and  Confederate  bat- 
teries on,  July  9,  1861 581 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  September  17,  1861 677 

Exchange  of  Bhotw  between  U.  S.  S.  MaHaochusetto  and  C.  8.  vra- 

selfl  Oregon  and  Arrow  off,  July  13,  1864 602 

Smith,  Philip,  J.     Mentioned 99 

Smith,  Tom.     Mentioned 421 

Smith,  "Walter  N.     Mentioned 309 

Smith,  Wataon.     Mentioned 672,754 
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Smith.  William.     .Statement  reganling  obetructioiu  in  Chorlceton  Harbor. .  40&-41 1 

Smith,  William  P.     Mentioned 99 

Snow.  A.     Mentioned ...-. ,_.. .„.       S44 

Soledad  Cob,  Schooner.     Capture  uf.  September  11,  1661 066, 686 

SDnoma,  U.S.S. 

EuKH^uient  with  Conioilerftte  lAtteriefl  on  Togodo  Creek,  February  9, 

1865 *.  225-230 

Mentioned 3.  ^.l^.l^l.^.-M.  fi4,tt5, 

69,71-73,70,81,82,86,86,91,96,  97.  99,  100, 102, 10^,  110,  111,  12d,  132, 
137,ias,  1-»1,1'*2,  l.W,  155,  167,163,  164, 168, 171, 1S3. 187, 1H8, 190, 191, 
202,  200,  212^  213, 215,  219,  238,  242,  246, 256, 262, 263, 279,  282, 293, 3M, 
3I6.317,3I8.327,.^^3.  341,  342.  346.369.362,  361,  386, 367, 368. 370. 3W 
Operations  • 

AgainHt  Savanaah,  Ga , 148 

In  BuirH  Bay,  S^'Ulh  CBmlina 239 

In  Coopvr  River,  South  Carolina 271 

Ordora  for  movements 128, 134, 149, 182. 203. 270 

Tlii)iiif3t«i)ti,  Etflwrt,  ftpfiointod  Ut  command 180 

Sophronia.  U  S  uiorUr  Hchooiier.     Mentioned 327,333,341,348,349,362 

Sothorou,  Uarshall  L.     Mi>ntioneil 498 

South  Atlantic  Blockading^  Squadron. 

CapUireH  luaile  by _ 29-32,  .^7. 11 2-1 14, 

143-145, 200-202, 217,  246,  262-257,  271,  272,  284-286, 290. 320. 322,  a37 

Oondition  luid  hwhIm  of 34,65,120,151, 184.185 

JDihlgmu,  John  A. 

ReqmfitM  pennitwion  to  withdraw  application  to  be  relieved  of  com- 
mand of 243 

Beqneets  to  be  relieved  of  command  of 221 

Dispoaition  of  veewlrt ^ 3,17,27,38,64.125,154, 169. 

211,237.  244,  281,  288,  291-293,303,  308,  311,317.321,326, 331. 3.-55, 344) 

Name  *%  t-hangcd  to  "South  A t^ntic  Squadron" 340 

Operations  of , 1-516 

Onlf^r  of  John  A.  Dahluren  to  drill  crews  for  opermtiotu  on  land. 4 

Orders  for  reduction  of  force  of 267, 340, 360 

Veasels  detachcHl  fwim 183. 266,  268,  287,  2<)1 ,  299,  307,  308, 31 1 ,  320, 337 

Vtwcbt  onlored  to  duty  in 19,  47. 148, 156, 161,  183, 217,  2*©,  299. 320, 328 

South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

DHliljfi\Ti,  John  A.,  relieved  of  command  of 343.347-349,374 

Distribution  of  ve:t«lfl , S42, 346, 349, 360, 3B1 

XiimbcrHn.l  condition  of  veBsela 353 

Order  for  rwUiclion  of  force  of 360 

Reynoldn,  William,  relievea  John  A.  Dahlgren  of  uommand 347 

Vesselii  detached  from »--.,*  842,350 

VcMBcls  onlcre^l  lo  duty  in 342 

South  Carolina.  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  upon,  by  battertee  at  Galve«iton,  Tex..  AogOMt  3,  1861.    Bee  Oo/- 
vfsUni,  Trs. 

Blookatie  of  MiariaHippI  River 7.*^,  733 

Capturn>  made  by 675-678.665.732.738,815.816 

Mentioned 3, 17, 27, 39, 65, 64, 

111,  126, 154, 171,  212,  246,  266,  282,  SI  1,363, 3e^,  402, 407, 623-^25, 572, 
5ft«,  r>J)3-5n5.  697.  605-*i07,610,  612,  615,630-633,641.645,656,  867. e8». 
691, 700, 701,  704-707,  709-711,  716,  718,  722-724,  729,  TM,  760, 752, 789 
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South  Carolina,  IT.  g.  g. — CoDttnued.  iitftc 

Movenientrt  of o*i2 

f operations  oK  Galveston,  Tex 575-578,  ftSO.  H65 

Onlere  for  movements 156,523,665,807 

South  Carolina  Troops.     Mf^iUioncd. 

Artillery,  Light— Battalions:  Gvrrnan  (Balturiea),  A.  427;  \V»gener'«,  427; 

Waccamaw,  288. 
Cavalry— Rflttfllionfl:  19th,  Comimny  C  (  Walker**),  8;  Company  E,  300. 
Rfjjiinents:  3i1  I  Company  C),  477. 
Southern  porta.     Blockade  of.     Rei>ort  ttf  John  A.  I>Rhlffr«n  ref^nling  Pn*«i- 

I  lent'B  proolamalion 325 

Southern  States.     Attitnrlp  nf  C  S,  Govpmment  toward  forpigii  ronsulii  in. .       659 
South  West  Pass,  HiBaisaippi  Biver.     Hlot-kade  of.     gee  MumixKippi  R'tnt. 

Spalding.  RufusO.     Mention^ 720.721 

Spanish  Minister  to  the  United  States.     Mentioned 600 

Sparks,  Gale  W.     Mentioned 460 

Spearing,  H.  E.      See  H.  K.  Sjmtring,  Srhoonrr. 
Special  Orders. 

Confederate 464,  R35, 847-852 

Union 67,  69,  70,  74,  75, 81, 121, 169, 238, 266,  315, 3.34, 674,  788, 81S 

Spencer^  J.  W.     Sw  J.  11'.  Speiicer,  Brvf. 

Spicor,  William  F.     Mentioned 535.611,012 

Spotta,  James  H. 

Corrf»]«>ndern.'»?  with 

Howe,  Charles 799 

McKean,  W.  W 7&9 

Mentioned 667,771,797 

Rojiort  of  »4eiKure  of  British  schooner  Telegnpb,  November  SO,  1861 798 

Bpragiie,  J.  E.     Mentiuned 164 

SproBton,  John  G.     Mentioned 670,671 

Squando,  I*.  S,  S.     Onlt-rn  for  inovenienta 342 

Stag,  Steamer.     Mentione<l 37, 65 

Stanley.  J.  B.     Mentioned 85,90,99,102,111 

Stanly,  Fabiua. 

C-orreHi>ondeneo  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 _  _ 161 

Mentioned 202, 21 2,  238,  24H.  263.  273,  282,  293, 304,  306, 368.  :{70 

Report  of  expedition  to  Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina,  February  12-17, 1865..'     239 

Stanaluff,  John.     Mentione<l 201 

Star,  Confe<lcratc  steamer.     Mentioned 820 

Star  of  the  West,*  Confederate  vef>i»el.     Mentioned 634,563,572,728,796 

State  Bepartment,  C.  8.     Correapondenee  with  John  T.  Pickett 786 

State  Department,  V.  S.     Corre«i»ondejire  with 

Great  Britain,  l'.  S.  minister  to 604 

Hamburg,  IT.  S.  consnl  at 587,746 

Havana,  V.  S.  consul-general  at 564 

Lyons,  Lord 637,  797 

Minturn,  K.  B 643 

Mott,  Charles 613 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 12,634,536,605,746,797 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  U.  8,  consul  at *. 762 

Talbot,  Marshall _ ,.„;...... 689 
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state  of  Oeor^a,  IT.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned 183, 186, 187, 202, 212, 246, 249, 263, 282, 293, 304, 31 1, 365, 590 

Movements  of 307 

Orders  for  movements 161 

Steece,  Tecxunseh.     Mentioned 611, 670, 671, 754 

Steedmau,  Charles.     Mentioned 212, 246, 282 

Steele,  J.  J.  (7)     Mentioned 300 

Steil,  F.  W.     Correspondence  with  James  Alden 605, 606 

Steina,  Chis  A.     Mentioned 138 

Stell,  Colonel.     See  Colonel  Stdl^  OonfedarUe  tUamer. 
Stellwa^n,  Henzy  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley 268, 294 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 278,279 

Morris,  George  U 288 

Navy  Department,  U.  R 807 

Paulding,  Hiram 521 

Mentioned 276, 281, 293, 304, 521 

Reports  of. 

Battery  White  and  Geoixetown,  S.  C.    Occupation  of,  hy  United  States 

forces,  February  25,  1865 275 

Waccamaw  River,  South  Carolina.     Operations  in 299 

Stephens,  Alexander  H. 

Mentioned 333, 334 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 842 

Sterrett,  John  H.     Mentioned 841, 852 

Stetson,  Nahum.     See  Nahum  StOmm,  British  brigarUine. 

Stettin,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 3, 17, 

27,  38,  46,  54,  125,  154,  171,  192, 196,  200, 212, 216, 246, 282, 291, 293, 311 

Stevens,  Bezgamin  It.     Mentioned 179 

Stevens,  James.     Mentioned 180 

Stevens,  W.  H.     Report  of  measures  for  defense  of  coast  of  Texas 825 

Stewart,  C,     Mentioned 99 

Stewart,  William.     Mentioned 615 

Stewart,  William  F.     Mentioned 78, 188 

Stickney,  John  E.     Mentioned 246, 281, 293, 304, 317, 327 

Stillwell,  Jcunes. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 7,43,215,237 

Willard,  L.  H 310 

Winalow,  W.  H 224 

Mentioned  ....  170, 197, 198, 211, 225, 246, 281, 293, 304, 318, 327, 332, 341, 346, 367 
Reports  of. 

Conibahee  River,  tiouth  Carolina.     Operations  in 223 

8t.  John'B  River,  Florida     Capture  of  party  of  o£Scers  from  U.  S.  8. 

Ottawa  in 309 

Stoddard,  Oeorg«  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 62 

Mentione<l 72, 76, 77, 80, 88, 104, 107, 109-111 ,  272, 273 

Report  of  exiie<iition  for  cutting  railroad  bridge  near  Pocotaligo,  8.  C, 

November  27-DecemlKT  30,  1864 99-102 

Stoddard,  Mark.     Mentioned 817 

Stodder,  Louis  N.     Mentioned 320, 326, 332, 340, 345 

Stone,  Pilot.    Mentioned 795 
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Btone,  Edward  S.  I^nc«. 

ApfK)inte<]  to  oommflnd  SaTonnah,  Ga.,  blockadr 20 

0»rresi«nMlein*e  wiUi  J.  A.  Dahltiren -,, 47 

Mentioned 53,  HO,  124, 170, 172, 2H,  245 

StonewoU,  C.  8.  rwu.     PrejiaraiioiiH  to  retniit  attack  by 360, 

267. 286, 323-325. 328, 380. 333-335 
Btono  and  Folly  rivers.  South  Carolina.     Oi>«rati<itifltn.Fehniary  9-14, 1805. 

CommiuiicationH  f n>Mi  Hartwf  1 1 ■  280 

Extract  fromdiury  of  Juhn  A.  Pahlgren 388,369 

Order  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 231 

Re[)urtH  nf 

Crosinan,  A.  F 233 

Johiwon.  A.  W 2:t3,236 

Parker.  (ifomteW 7. 232,235 

Scott,*;.  11.! ---- 230 

8emin«,  A.  A 231,236 

9oe  also  Report  of  Dtthl^ren.  pp.  2tt2-28fi. 
Stouo  Bavor,  South  Carolina.     0|>f  ratiouF  in  vii'iuity  of. 
CVitntniinic-aliotiH  fn)iri 

Dtth  igren ,  J  ohn  A 61 

KoRlay.  R  A 181 

Orders  and  tnRtnuTtionii,  John  A.  Dahlpvn 36,43 

Reports  fif 

CroBman.  A.  F 204 

DtthlpTt-n,  John  A 187 

Johnwn.  A.  W .- 203.207 

ffemrnee,  A.  A 261 

Thotiijtfton,  Kgbert 135 

See  alpo  tSVimo  nuti  FoUft  riren. 

Storer.  Betlamy.     OirreHiMimlencc  with  Pmideni,  U.  8 618 

Stovall,  D.  M.     Mentionwl 861,886 

Btribling,  Cornelius  K. 

Corrf«p*in^Ifn<x»  with  Navy  I>cj>artaieQt,  V.  H 18 

MinitioiM^l 2»6,  2m»,  322, 329 

Stringfellow.  Charles  S.     Mentioned 464 

Stringham,  Silas  H.     Mentionoil lHl,:M2,ft96 

Strong,  Frederick  W. 

Mentionwl 59. 115, 116, 169,  21 1.  244,  281,  2«2,  303,317,  ;J28. 331,  ."MO, :«5 

RvpoTt  of  British  brip  Sarah  M.  Xewhall,  seixnrt'  <.f.  May  23,  1866 337 

Strong,  Oeorgo  C.     Mentinnc*! 448 

Strong,  James  H. 

CorresiKiiuJem-e  with  M.  S.  Perry 686 

Mentioneil 526,541,545.689 

RefMirt  of  affaim  at  St.  Markf,  Fla 684 

Sullivan,  Morria.     Mentiomtl 277 

Sullivan,  T.  O.     Mctitiotieil , 738 

Sullivan's  Island,  South   Carolina.     Confederate  worko  on.     Report   of 

John  AJ>alilgr**ii Ifitt 

Summers,  Matthew  J.     Mentioned 52 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S. 

CapttiivH  made  by 57ft,  699-002 

Escape  of.  fmm  Miwinippi  River,  June  30,  1661 66H,  587. 610, 829 

Mfntionwi 7,534,503,671, 

672,596, ftOH,615, 633, 651, 656, 658, 666,  mi,  WW,  7:W,  787.  7»*R,  827.  M7 
Searcli  for 578. 579, 589-591 ,  597-603, 63«.  *M2,  643, 650 
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Sumter,  Fort.     See  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.  j^ire. 

Supply,  U.  S.  Btoreship. 

MenUoned 4, 18, 28, 39, 55, 327, 333, 341, 342, 346,  754 

Movementa  of 801 

Susquehanna,  U.  8.  B. 

Mentioned 337,646,561,596,598,615,639 

Orders  for  movements 544 

Swain,  Steamer.    Mentioned 583 

Swain,  Edward  A.    Correepondence  with  George  N.  Helling 850 

Swan,  Steamer-    Mentioned 479 

Swan,  Master.    Mentioned 145 

Swann,  Bobert  F. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  S.  Sonoma 37 

Mentioned 170, 21 1 ,  246, 281 ,  293, 304, 31 8 

Reports  of. 

Broro  Neck,  Georgia.    Dest^ction  of  salt  works  on 294 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina,  operations  in  vicinity  of 7 

Swann,  Thomasli.    Mentioned 691 

Sweet  Brier,  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 4,17,28,33,35,38,54,61, 

126, 135, 154, 171, 212, 246, 279, 282, 293, 304, 318,  327,  333,  341,  345,  350 

Swift,  U.  S.  schooner.     Mentioned , 3,17,27,38,54, 

126, 165, 171, 212, 246, 282, 293, 304, 318, 327, 333, 341,  344,  345,  349,  352 

Sydnor,  Colonel.    Mentioned 677 

Sylph,.     See  Celt,  Britigh  steamer. 

Syren,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  February  18,  1865 252,253 

Mentioned ; 37, 65 

T.  A.  Ward,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.     Mentioned 4, 17, 28, 

39, 66, 63, 125, 154, 171, 212,  246, 282, 293,  304, 318, 328, 333,  341,  346,  360 

T.  J.  Ohambera.     See  General  T.  J.  Chambers,  Schooner. 

Taffe,  Arthur  F.     Mentioned Ill 

Talbot,  Harshall.    Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S 6B9 

Tetliaferro,  William  B.    Mentioned 426, 428 

Tallman,  William,  jr.     Mentioned ;il 

Tampa,  Fla. 

Blockade  of.     Report  of  Francis  B.  Ellison 603 

Captures  made  off 691 ,  846, 846 

Tappan,  J.  T.     Mentioned 189 

Tarr,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 264 

Tattnall,  John  B.  F.     Mentioned 497, 509 

Tattnall,  Josiah. 

Correspondence  with 

William  W.  Hunter 468,469 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 476 

Mentioned 140, 142, 152, 497,  555,  563,  61S 

Report  of  destruction  of  public  property  at  Savannah,  Ga 502 

Taylor,  Alfred.     Mentionetl 180 

Taylor,  Anna.     See  Anna  Taylor,  Schooner. 

Taylor,  Bushrod  B.     Mentioned 61 1 

Taylor,  James. 

Mentioned 722,  755 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  S.  vessels  at 

Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861 718 

Taylor,  Samuel.    Mentioned 201 


Taylor,  Sylvanus.     Mentioned 748»749 

Tecum*eh,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 380,432,466 

Telegraph,  British  f<choouer.    Seizure  of,  November  30,  1 H61 7V7-800 

TennesBea,  Confe<lenite  Htearuer     Mentioned H2l),  H29 

Tenneasee,  C.  S.  irtmclwl.     Mentioned 2:1,330 

Terry,  Alfred  H.     Mt-ntiontMl 180 

Texas,  Confuilerutveteainer.     Mentioned 820 

Texas.     Defense  of  <xw«t  of. 

Hunter,  W.  W.,  appointed  HUperiutendent  in  chiuite  of  works  for 8.15,1^ 

Report  of  W.  H.Stevens 826 

Texas  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heav)  — Biittali<ni»:  Cook'n,  864, 865;  ComiHUiieM:  A  (PiniUtitt^n), 
WJ9;  B  {iMb'imn'n),  869;  E  (3/c.l/fi/.on'»),  863,  865. 

CQvftlry— K(,*Kimenta:  28th  ( Oompanie« ) ,  F  { .\f,'tifird't),  867-86B. 

Infantry— Battalions:  {(hnvaltTii),  867,  80H.     Regiment«:  9th*  {XichoTsf, 
WW;  (Comixaiiiee),  A  (Timmou'n),  8B5;  H  {Jeifprr  Biuai),  861, 

am. 

Theron,  B.     OorreHpcmdenoe  with  JnmeH  Alden 6U5,t!06 

Thorn,  Reuben  T.     Mentioned 68.1,864 

Thomas,  James  US.      Mentioned 179 

Thomas,  Joseph  O. 

Mentioneil 40,61 

Report  oi  injury  to  U.  S.  B.  Poutiac,  resulting  from  explosion  of  shell 

lire*!  from  Battery  Marehall 52 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.     Cctrreapondynre  wiili  Harvey  Brown 781 

Thomas,  William.     Mentioned 346 

Thompson,  C.  W.     .Menti<ined 49,56 

Thompson,  Charles.     Mentiunetl 15 

Thompson,  Egbert. 

Ap[Miinted  lo  comnianil  in  Stono  Inlet,  Soutli  Caroltnu  ..; 26 

CorreHiKindenoe  wiUi  J.  A.  Dahlicren 43, 182. 197,  306, 316,  329 

Mentioned 170,211.  245,  281,  2»2.303, 317, 326.  :«2, 344),  .'145 

Relieved  of  command  of  V.  S.  H.  Cimarron  and  appointed  tocomroand 

IT.  S.  S.  Sonoma 1«0 

Relieved  of  oumuiand  of  I*.  S.  8.  CnmiiuMlnre  MrlVmotigh  and  apfiuinted 

to  fonniiaiiil  V.  H.  8.  Cimarron IfiO 

Reports  of. 

Cooper  River,  South  Carolina.     Oi^ration  in 302 

Stono  River.     Opi'ratirjn  in  vicinity  of 135 

Thompson,  Horace.     Mtntione<l 86,97 

Thompson,  John  P.     MenUone<l 277 

Thompson,  Robert. 

Montioneil  374,876,380,386,386 

Statement  reganlinR  oliHtnictinn  in  Charleston  Harbor 414— llfl 

Thunder,  U.  S.  sloop.     Mentioned 3, 17.  27,. 18, 

.55,  126, 155, 171,212,  246,  282,  2«3.  304,  318,  327,  333, 341. 345. 349.  a<>2 
Ticondero^f  V.  S.  P. 

Mentioned *.197, 183. 212, 246. 282, 288, 291. 365 

Onlern  for  movenienta 200 

Tidball,  E.  M.     Menliimwl 839 

Tilghnoan,  Bex^aminO.     Mentioned 309,310 

Time,  Steamer.    Mentioiiod 780,782 

*AIa(>  kiunrti  lu  the  6th. 
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Tixninonfl,  B.     Mentioned 865 

TincladNo.  48.     Mentioned 432 

Tiogtt,  U.  S.  revenue  cutter.    Mentioned 28 

Togtwtie,  Samuel.     Mentioned 264 

TogtKla  Greek,  South  Oarolina.     Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries 
on,  February  9,  1865.     Reporta  of 

Balch,  George  B 225 

Brown,  James 227 

FiUebrown,  Thomas  Scott 229 

Hayes,  James 227 

Hof^,  James  M 229 

Mallard,  William  H 228 

Whitehead,  William 228 

Tomb,  James  H. 

Gorre8pondem»  with 

Fry,  B.  D 514 

Hunter,  W.  W 614 

Jones,  Ram 464 

Tucker,  J.  R ,...  463,483 

Mentioned 510 

Tom  Hicks,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  9,  1861 578 

Mentionetl 695 

Toner,  Bop er.     Mentioued 194 

Toi^ety,  E.     Mentioned 675 

Toone,  Joseph  H.     See  Joseph  H.  Toone,  Schooner. 

Topliff,  James  O.     Mentioned 752 

Torbert,  W.  F.  A.     Report  of  com  t  of  enquiry,  loss  of  V.  S.  8.  Patapeco 178 

Torpedo  boats^  Confederate. 

Drawings  of 399 

Examination  of,  at  Charleston,  S.  C ;I78, 406 

Operations  of 15,23,33,51,182,460,514 

Testing  of 463,4^4 

See  also  Torpedoen. 
Torpedoes. 

Correspondent*  uomterning 14, 44, 

169,  171-180,  182,  188,  261,  282-284,  295-297.339,371,372,  455,  473,516 
8ee  also  Reports  and  eorrespmidence  relating  to  ohgtrucUon*  and  defennea  oj 
harftom  of  Charleaton,  S.  C,  pp.  374-429;  report  of  Dahlgren, 
I)p.  42ft-lo5, 467. 

Drawings  of 393-398 

Vessels  dewtroyed  by 432 

Tower  Dupr^,  Louisiana.     Anuament  of 763 

Tower,  George  B.  N.     Mentioned 298,  299 

Tourer,  Mortimer.     Mentioncil 86, 97 

Towles, .     Mentioneil 58 

Townsend,  E.  D.     Correspondence  with  Harvey  Brown 673 

Tracy,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 255 

Train,  Enoch.     See  Enoch  Train,  Confederate  steamer. 
Transport,  Steamer. 

Mentioned 320, 333, 3:^7, 341,  ^4, 345, 350 

Traiisferre4l  to  T .  S.  A  rniy 346 

Trapier,  James  H. 

CorreHiK>n()eiiee  with  M.  M.  ( iray 427 

Mentioned] 8, 426 
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Trathen,  James.     Mentioned 7ft3 

Trenchard.  Stephen  D.     Meulionwi SIW,  6)W,  718, 790 

Trenholm,  George  A.     Mi'ntione<1 604 

Trigg,  Baniel.     (.V'rrvt^ixjmluiKv  with  F.  Furrest 630 

Trmidad,  West  Indies,  TJ.  8.  constil  at.     Mentioned fi99, 600 

Trinity  Biver,  Texas.     Defense  of.     Coin  mil  nimtionH  fmni  W.  W.  Hunter. .      B54 

Tristram  Bhandy,  U.  S.  S.      McnttontHl 342 

TroisFreres,  Schoonur.     Capture  of,  June  23,  1861 560 

Troupe,  Governor.     Hoe  Oorfrnor  Troupe,  Steamer. 

Truesdale,  Adelbert.     Mentioned 217 

Tucker,  Johji  R. 

Convni«)niJemv  with 

iiray,  M.  M 422,427 

Toml).  Janii'H  H 4*i;{,4M;i 

M*'nti<»nc<I 42:5,450,4^,  48/>.4!»3, 497 

TuIUilnny  CrossroadB,  B.  0.     Actions  at,  December  B.  7,  and  9,  18(M.     See 
hicotaligo,  S.  C.     OpemUimu  of  the  naval  hriffode,  etc. 

Turner,  Eleazer  8.     Mentioned 54f>,648,M8 

Turner,  John  W.     MentioiR'il ; 436,437 

Tuscarora,!'.  8.  8.     MeDtioued 727,728,820 

TxiBcarora,  IT.  S.  S. 

Mentioaed 1H3,  lafl,  187, 212, 240, 250, 282, 293, 304, 315, 318, 327,  .*t33-33fi,  3fi6 

OperatioiiH  iit  <n*orgetown,  S.  V 205 

OrderH  fur  riiuvementti 287, 298,  334 

Tattle,  Horace  P. 

Mentioned 41.254,255 

Rt'IHiH  I  if  uljtitnictione  in  harbor  of  Charlwton,  8.  C 41 

Twiggs,  Bavid  £. 

C^TiVjipondence  with 

r>nni«n,  J.  K 736,728 

RiiupHCiiri,  I- __.. 834 

War  l)epui-tnient,a  8 8:J2,  836,841,843 

Mentioned 683, 840 

Reports  of. 

GulveaU>i).  Trx.     Defense  of 833 

Mift»iHei|>f>i  River.     Uperationa  in 826,829,837,842 

Mip«it«ippl  Sonnd.     (>[>eratioi)8  in 827,830, 8;$3 

New  Orleans,  La.     Affaire  in  vicinity  of 821 

Ship  tt^laud,  MisH. 

KngMjiL'Mienl  Iwtweon  U.  S.  S.  MaBBachuBelto  and  Confeclerate 

ImtUTlffl  <m,  July  9,  18*11 581 

Evacuation  t»f,  \*y  Confc^lemtcfl,  8ept«niber  17,  1861 079 

Twilight,  Schooner.     Z^Icntioned 838 

Tybee  Beads. 

Captures  made  in 337, 338 

Opt'ralions  in  vicinity  of.    Order  of  John  A.  DsJilgren 53, 117 

Tyler,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 686 

Uber,  CarUon  A.     MentionecJ I8i»,  207 

TJnadilla.  V.  S.  H.     .Mentioned 4,18,28,39,55 

Uncle  Bill,  Siliooner.     Mentiuned 688 

tJnderhill,  MaMcr.     Mentioned 087 

Union,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 820,861 
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XXnion  troops.    Mentioned.  Page. 

Artillery — ^R^mente:  6th  (R^ulars),  781. 

Infantry— Kegiments  (Colored) ;  22d,  202;  26th,  88;  32d,  79,  88,  89,  107, 
108,  240;  34th,  88,  89, 106,  107;  35th,  88, 106, 107;  102d,  89,  107. 
TTpham,  Qeorsre  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 324 

Mentioned 281,292,303,317,327,332 

Valparaiso,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 4, 18, 28, 39, 55, 

126, 156, 171, 212, 246, 282, 293, 304, 318,  328,  333,  341,  345,  349.  352,  353 

Van  Alstine,  Oomelius  J.    Mentioned 45, 171, 196, 212, 246, 282, 293 

Van  Buren,  John  D. ,  jr.    Mentioned , 545 

Vandalia,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 686 

Vanderbilt,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 820 

Vanderbilt,  U.  H.  S. 

Mentioned 334-336,373,388 

Movements  of 338 

Orders  for  movements 286, 342 

Van  Dom,  Earl.    Mentioned 835 

Van  Voorhis,  Barker.     Mentioned.  171, 212, 231, 246, 282, 293, 304, 318, 327, 333, 341 

Vattel,    Cited 538 

Vaughan,  Henry.    Rex>ort  of  operations  in  Wando  River,  S.  C 290 

Venant,  Alex.    Mentioned 194 

Venus,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  July  4,  1861 675-577 

Vernon  Biver,  Georgia.    Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Winona 137 

Extract  from  diary  of  John  A.  Dahlgren 362 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren 134, 145, 298 

Report  of  R.  W.  Scott 148 

See  also  Water  WUch,  Prize  steamer. 

Victoria,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 820, 828, 829 

Victoria,  Schooner.     Mentioned 812 

View,  A.  J.     See  A.  J.  View,  Schooner. 

Villalonga, .    Mentioned 159 

Villepigiie,  John  B.     Mentioned 7R3,  786 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship. 

Attack  upon,  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861.     See 
MisBissippi  River. 

Captures  made  by 794-796 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River 696, 794-796 

Mentioned 561, 648,  656, 665, 676, 677, 682, 685, 689- 

691,  697,  700, 701, 703-707, 709-716,  719-721,  723-731,  769,  771,  805,  846 

Orders  for  movementfi 547 

Vogdes,  Israel.     Mentioned 736 

Von  Bonop,  Edward  P.  B.     Mentioned 562 

"W.  A.  Rain,  Schooner.     Mentioned 865 

"W.  H.  Wall,  American  bark.     Mentioned 612 

W.  P.  Benson,  Schooner.     Mentioned 856 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 4, 6, 18, 28, 35, 39, 55, 138, 186, 686 

Waccamaw  Biver,  South  Carolina.    Operations  In.    Reports  of 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley 294 

Stellwagen,  11.  S 299 

Wagener,  F.  W.     Mentioned 427 

Wagner,  Th^od.    Correspondence  with  James  Alden 606, 606 

Wales,  Philip  S.     Mentioned 720, 721 


Paga 

Walker,  Private.    Mentioned 85 

Walker,  James.     Mentioned 96, 102 

Walker,  L.  P.     See  Trrtr  IkfutrtmetU,  C.  S. 

Walker.  S.  T.     Mi-ntiomyl , 8 

Walker,  William  M.     Mentioned 753, 754, 790, 807, 811,816 

Walker,  William  8.     Mentioned -119. -120 

Wall, .     Mentioned 217 

Wall,  W.  H.     Hee  iV.  H.  Wall,  American  ftnrk. 

Wall,  William  H.,  &  Co.     Mentioned . 848 

Wallace,  Joseph..     Mentioned 97 

Walter,  B.  Price.     Mentioned 170,211,246,281,203.304,318,327,332,341,346 

Walters,  James.     Mentioned 207 

Walton,  J.  M.    Correapoudence  witli  J.  W.  DickioBon 230 

Walton,  Walter. 

MenUonwl 118,193.195 

Rt^port  of  oiwratjons  in  RigSatilla  River 133 

Wamautta,  U.  S.  8.     Mentioned 3,8,9, 11, 17,27,31, 32,.S8,64, 117, 

125, 138, 154, 171. 212, 216-218, 240, 282,  293,  304,  318,  328,  333.  341.  34fi 
Wanderer,*  U.  S.  schooner. 

MentioHLHl 530, 

548,  561,591,694,  812,  6H,  633,  637,639,844,648,649,666,607,769,771 

SeizuR'  of  Britiah  achooner  Telegraph  by,  November  30,  1861 797-800 

Wando,  U.  8.  S. 

Meutionmi 171,  212,  219,  23H-240, 246. 263, 

282,  293,  304,  318,  323,  328, 333,  335,  a42,  ^46, 349, 351 ,  353, 366. 367,  372 

Moveuicnta  of 161 

OrderH  for  movements 148 

Wando  River,  South  Carolina.    OperationB  in.    Keiwrt  of  Henry  Vaugban.      290 
War  Department,  C.  8.    C^rrcflpondenec  with 

Bragg,  Hmxton 786 

FUirida,  Governor  of 857 

Hatch,  F.  H 820,822,823 

Hubert.  r.O 8,36 

Hunter.  W.  W 836 

I^ead better.  I> 8;i7 

Navy  Department,  0.  8 834.838,839 

Robiiwon,  John  G 822 

Twigga,  D.  E 581,679,821,820,827,829-833,835.837,841,843 

/antziijger, 820 

War  Department,  U.  B. 
Corresiwnden<»  flith 

Eckel,  Lewis 588 

Kurtx.  J.  V 783 

Navy  Department,  U.  B 314,315 

General  order 314 

Ward,  Mr.     Mentioned 39,40 

Ward,  George  W.     Mentioned 293 

Ward,  Henry.     Mentioned 672 

Ward,  Mayham.     Mentioned 288 

Ward,  William  H.     Mentioned 459 

Warebam,  Joeepb.     Mentioned 673 
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Worley,  Alexander  F.  Pa^. 

Correspondence  with 

Hollintu,  Geoi^  N 730a 

Hunter,  W.  \V 515 

Mentioned 582, 583,  729 

Report  of  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C.  8.  veasels  at 

Head  of  Passes,  Miaeiaaippi  Biver,  October  12,  1861 730a 

Warren,  Oliver  B.     Mentioned 548 

Warrinerton,  Lewis,  jr.     Mentioned 752 

Washbume,  Charles  O.    Mentioned 180 

Washington,*  Confederate  vessel.    Mentioned . .  534, 564 

Washington,  George.    Mentioned 194 

Waasaw  Sound,  Oeorgia.    Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from  L.  McLaws 465 

Orders  and  instructions,  John  A.  Dahlgren 129, 130, 131 

Report  of  Thomas  Scott  Fillebrown 124 

Water  Witch,  Prtxe  steamer. 

Destruction  of,  December  19,  1865 484 

Efforts  of  Confederates  to  remove  from  Vernon  River  to  Savannah,  (ia. .  6i,  466 

Abstract  log,  July  12,  1861.... 586 

Attack  upon,  at  Head  of  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  October  12,  1861.    See 
Mijoimppi  River. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River 683 

Mentioned 4. 18, 28, 39, 55, 

56,  149,  457,  487,  491,  493,  497,  503,  522,  523, 630, 552, 561, 565, 572, 589, 
593,  609,  611 ,  614,  633,  637, 647, 649, 656, 657, 659, 663, 667, 679, 682, 685, 
689-692,  700,  701,  704,  706,  707,709-711,713-716,719,721-726,728-731, 
737,  740,  748,  764,  767,  769,  787,  788,  801, 803, 805, 814, 818, 819, 843, 846 

Operations  at  Key  West,  Fla 594 

Watmough,  William  N.    Mentioned 348 

Watson,  Confe<lerate  steamer.     Mentioned *. 728, 820 

Watson,  William. 

Mentioned 155, 281, 292, 303, 317, 327, 332, 341, 345 

Report  of  destruction  of  salt  works  at  Palmetto  Point,  Bull's  Bay,  South 

Carolina 269 

Weaver,  Aaron  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  A  Dahlgren 182 

Mentioned 211, 246, 281, 370 

Webb,  Francis  B.     Mentioned 321, 327, 332, 545 

Webb,  James  Watson.    Mentioned 762 

Webb,  M.     Mentioned 844 

Webb,  William  H.     See  WtUiam  II.  Webb,  Confederate  titamer. 

Weber,  Albert.     Mentioned 666 

Weed,  W.  D.     Mentioned 159 

Weehawken,  V.  S.  S.     Mentionetl 4, 18, 28,  39, 55,  382, 388. 431, 432,  438,  455 

Weest,  Wayne.     Mentioned 179 

Weimann,  John.     Mentioned 521 

Welch,  George  E.     Mentioned 304 

Weller,  J.  B.     Mentioned 530 

Welles,  MaaU'r.     Mentioned 809 

Welles,  Oideon.     Stn?  Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.;  also  Xavy  DepartineiU,  U.  K 
Wells,  Charles.     Mentioned 578 

•  Fonnerly  U.  S.  Terenae  cutter. 


Weftt,  Lewis.     Mentionwl - - -.-  170,211,24.%  281.292,^03 

Westcott,  Bayse  N.     Mcntiimwl 7W 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.     Formation  andUtnitsof 807 

WeatWind,  Bark.     Moiitionod 601 

Whann,  J.  M-     Bco  J.  M.  Wha7tn,  Ooti/ederate  Mtamer, 
Wlieeler,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 478 

Jlentionw! 207,220,3;«,476,47t(.4H-l.487 

Wheeler,  William  K.     Mentioned 688,  tm,  «9K 

White, .     Mentioned 614 

White, .     >renttoned 246 

White,  Battery,     ik-e  Battery  ^^'hiU^  H.  C. 

Whit©  Bluff,  Ga.     Operatlonn  at.     Report  of  1>.  G.  Km ereon 217 

White,  Oeorg-e  B.     Correnpoudeutx'  with  J.  A.  Dahl^jfi^ 197 

White,  OeorgeH.     Mentioned 309-311, «lU«70-672 

White,  John.     Mentinned 179 

White,  W.     Mentioned 419-421,424,426 

Whitehead,  William. 

Mentioned   03,72,85,110,111,226,318,327,332,341,345 

Report  of  injiiriefi  .<!iistaine'1  hy  (J.  ft.  S.  Pawnee  in  action  withOmfeileratp 

lmUeri(!M  on  TogcwUi  Crwk,  Houlh  Canilina,  Fel}riiary  9,  lSti.S. .       228 
Whiteouee,  Samuel  N.     Re^Krii  of  i»jarief>  received  hy  U.  8.  K.  Rictiniond 

f ro[n  at  Uick  by  C.  S.  rain  M  anaaoB,  October  12,  1861 718 

White  Oak  Creek,  Georgia.     Oiterations  in.     Roix>rtfl  of 

(iilUwpie.  W.  T  _ ,_... 16 

Kuuiploii,  Z , 16 

Whiter,  Hiram.     Mentioned .'. 180 

Whiting.  General.     See  Genernt  Whit'nuj,  Slonnrr. 

Whiting.  Robert.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 812 

Whiting,  William  H.  C. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Honter _ 458 

Mentioned 419 

Whitmiore,  A.  J.     See  A.  J.  WhUmort;  St^-atner, 
Whitney,  J.  P.     See/.  /*.  Whititen,  (hn/rfifTtdr  M€amer. 
Whoole.  Thomas.     Statement  r^arding  attat^k   upon  Federal   blockading 
Hquajln>ti  liy  C  B.  vewela  at  lleail  of  Pa>«eiii,  Misfliaeippi  River, 

(X-tolH-r  12,' 1861  7S0 

Wicks,  James  A.     Meulioneii tf7 

Wiegel,  Henry.     Mentioned - 179 

Wiggin.  George.     Mentioned 741,774.798 

Wilcox,  David  L. 

Mentiune-l C67. 676. 683, 689, 690, 710 

Statement  ref^rdiu([  attack  upon  Federal  blockading  squadron  by  C,  8. 

veaaeUat  Head  of  FaBseti,  Mlnddsippi  River,  October  12,  1861..      717 

Wild  Cat,  I'.  S.  Bchooner.     Mentioneti 3, 17, 

27, 38, 54, 125, 1.5o,  171, 212, 246, 282, 293, 304, 318, 344 
Wilding,  Henry.     See  lAverpoolt  U.  S.  tice-coiuut  uJ. 
Willard,  Lewis  H. 

.Mentionotl .-...       300 

Report  of  capture  of  [larty  of  officers  from  0.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  in  St  John's 

River,  Florida 310 

William  Batty,  Sloop.    Capture  of 845,846 

William  G.  Hews,  Confederate  steamer,     Mentioned 820 
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William  H.  Ivy.    See  It%  C.  S.  S. 

WiUiamH.  Webb, Conltnlenite steamer.    Mentioned ...i- 820 

William  M.  Bico.     See  DfUa,  Brig, 

William  P.  Clyde,  Steamer.     Mentioned 333-33'') 

William  K.  King,  Schooner.    Mentioned 680 

Williams,  Alpheus  8.     Mentioned , SOT 

Williams,  C.  P.     See  V.  /'.   Wilt'mmf,  V.  S,  Khotmer. 

Williams,  Edward  A.     Mentioned 190 

Williams,  Edward  P. 

G^irr<wpondenrti  with  J.  A.  UahLgrea 262 

Mentioned 27.%293,3W,3I6,318,327.3:t2,.H4l 

Williams,  George  W.     Mentioned 170,211,245,281, 292,3M,3I7.327 

Williams,  Henry.     Mentioned 180 

Williams,  Henry  Frederick.     Mentioned 748 

Williams,  J.  J.     Mentioned SeS,6S9 

Williams.  John  D.     Men  tioned 252 

Williams.  Bichard  (Acting  Master's  Mate).     Mentioned 317.327,332.341 

Williams,  Bicbard  (Acting  Third  Aiwifltont  Kngineer).     Mentioned 297 

Williamson,  James  C. 

Corrcepondunco  witJi  J.  A.  Dahlgren 12S.  145,  lfi4, 167 

Menrtoned 128,170,211,214,245,281,292 

Willink,  H.  F.    Mentioned 502 

Willis,  D.     Mentioned , ISO 

Wilmer,  James  C.     Mentioned .,,.......      664 

Wilmington,  N.  C.    Operations  at.    Communications  from  W.  H.  0.  Whiting.      458 

Wilson,  Priviiti'.     Mrntion«Ml 85 

Wilson,  Charlos  (Ordinary  Miaman).     Mentioned 97 

Wilson,  Charles  (Seaman).     Mentioned 288 

Wilson,  Peter.     Mentioned 97 

Wilson,  Bobert.     Mentioned 86, 97 

Wilson,  William.     Mentioned 720 

Wilson.  WilUam*H.     Mentioned 96, 102 

Wiltse,  Gilbert  C. 

CorresfKindence  with  J.  A.  Dahlgren 98 

Mentione*! 63 

Winchester,  John  T. 

Mentioned 170.211,246,281,292,303,317.327.332 

I<ei*<>rt  i>f  nmveriienis  of  V.  B.  bark  Gemebok l-M 

Winchester.  William.     Mentioned IW 

Windsor,  Forest,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 820, 822 

Wing,  George  W.     Mentioned 179 

Winona,  V.  H.  S. 

Mentioned 4, 17, 27, 38. 64, 65, 69, 71- 

73,  no.  126,  132,  141,  142,  149,  165,  171, 197,212. 2!6, 219.238,238. M2, 
246,  263,  282,  293,  304,  306,  316,  323. 328, 333, 342, 357, 362, 363, 368, 802 
Operations  In 

Combahee  River 223-225 

Vernon  River,  Georgia 137 

Winalow,  Francis. 

.■\ppointe*l  to  command  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cnyler ^ 748 

Mentioned 649,667,682,706,710,711,724,737,740,804.810 
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Vinslow,  Francifl — Continued.  • 

ReiM.>rte  »>(. 

Miaausippi  River. 

Attack  U|*on  Federal  hlockiulitig  squadron  by  C.  8.  venels  at 

Heiiii  «)f  PiisHCT,  Otober  12.  IS6I 7l4-7Ifl 

Ret'onnoiKance  for  purpow  of  wtaMifihinir  a  liattery  at  Head  of 

Paaeee ,,,. 

Wlnalow,  George  F.    Mentioned I09,28&'< 

Winslow,  William  H. 

MeutioneJ , 223, 225 

Report  of  operations  in  Combahee  River,  South  Carolina 224 

Winyah  Bay,  South  Carolina.    Operatiouain  vicinity  of. 

Order  iti  John  A.  Dahltteu 36 

Report  of  U.  I'.  Swann 7 

See  also  <!f(frfjr(otat,  S.  (',-  IfanfM  Mmrt\^  V.  S.  S.,  dniruction  of,  by  lorjtedo, 
in  IViiitjah  Hay,  S.  C,  Marrh  /,  ISSfi;  Wncntmaw  liiirr,  South  Carttluui. 

Wise,  Henry  A.    Correepondence  with  Doruiniek  Lynch 202 

Wiasahickon,  U.  S.  S. 

Johnson,  A.  W.,  appointed  to  command 117 

Mentioned 3,17,27,38,64, 

56,65,69,71-73,  110,  128,  142,  154,  171,190,202,212,242,246,248,261, 
SKiJ,  2K2,  293,  304,  3lfi,  328,  333,341,:t42,34«,  350.357,:JfiI,363,368,  790 

Oj»eratione  in  Stono  River,  South  Carolina 203,207.230-237 

WitherB,  John.     Mentionwl 836 

Withers,  Jones  M.     Mentioned , 813 

Woclfkena,  John.     Mentioned 179 

WooU«  Francia. 

Meriti-med 374, 376, 380, 385, 386 

Statement  regarding  obfltrurtione  in  Charleston  Harbor 416-418 

Wood.  Ooorgc  W.     Menliom^l 170,211,246.281,304,318,327,332 

Woodhull,  Maxwell.     MenLione<l 794, 796. 804 

Woods,  Charles  R.     Mentioned , ,,....,,,. 141 

Worden,  John  li.     Mentioned '- 60,431,435,438,439 

Wrig-ht,  James  K.     Mentione<l 1 44 

Wyandotte,  C .  S.  K.     Mentioned 622, 623, 562, 666, 592, 694, 615,  filVA,  644, 648 

Wyatt,  E.  Winslow.     Mentinnec! 41)3,494 

Wyatt,  Robert  T.     Mentionerfl 171,212,246,282,293 

Wyllio,  Maptpr.     Mentioned 254 

Terty,  H.  J.     Mentioned B09 

Young-,  Jainea  G.     Mentloneil ..,..,., 13 

Young.  John  W.     Mentioned 85,96,102 

Young,  Jonathan. 

Correj-prmdenee  witli  J.  A.  Dahlgren 130,131 

Mentioned 146.171,212,246 

Zantzinger, .    Report  of  capture  of  steamers  Dick  Keyea  and  Lewis, 

off  Mobile,  Ala 820 

Zavalla,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  Septejnbcr  30,  1861 688, 694, 698 

Zeilin,  Jacob.    Correspondence  with  George  G.  Btoddard 99 
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